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EDMUND     BURKE- 


AN    APPEAL 

ntOM  THE  HEW   TO   THE   OLD   WHIOg,   IV  CONSEqUENCE   0¥  SOME    LATE   DHCUMIOXl 
a  PAKLIAMEHT,    RELATIVE   TO   THJB   REFLECTIONS   ON   TH£   FRENCH  RETOLUTIOH. 

1791. 


ADVERTISEMENT   TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

There  axe  some  corrections  in  this  edition,  which  tend  to  render  ih»  aense  leas  obscure  in 
one  or  two  places.  The  order  of  the  two  last  members  is  also  changed,  and  I  believe  for  Ihe 
better.  This  change  was  made  on  the  suggestion  of  a  very  learned  person,  to  the  partiality  oi 
*Hi08e  friend^ip  I  owe  much ;  to  the  severity  of  whose  judgment  I  owe  more. 


At  Mr.  BurWs  time  of  life,  and  in  his  dis- 
positions, petere  honeHam  misdofMm  was  all  he 
had  to  do  with  his  political  associates.  This 
boon  they  had  not  chosen  to  grant  him.  With 
many  expressions  of  goqd-wiU,  in  effect  they 
teQ  him  he  has  loaded  the  stage  too  long.  They 
conceive  it,  though  a  harsh  yet  a  necessary 
office,  in  fiiQ  parliament  to  declare  to  the  pre- 
sent age,  and  to  as  late  a  posterity  as  shall  take 
any  concern  in  the  proceeidings  of  our  day,  that 
by  (me  book  he  has  disgraced  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  life. — Thus  they  dismiss  their  old  part- 
ner of  the  war.  He  is  advised -to  retire,  'vt'hilst 
they  continue  to  serve  the  public  upon  wiser 
prinoi^s,  and  ^nder  better  auspices. 

Whether  Diogenes  the  Cynic  was  a  true 
philosopher,  cannot  easily  be  determined.  He 
has  written  nothing.  But  -the  sayings  of  his 
which  are  hdnded  down  by  others,  are  lively  ; 
aod  may  be  easily  and  apUy  applied  oh  maiiy 
occasions  by  those  whose  wit  is  not  so  perfect 
as  their  memory.  This  Diogenes  (as  every 
one  win  recollect)  was  citizen  of  a  little  bleak 
town  situated  oxa  the  coast  of  the  Euxine,  and 
exposed  to  all  the  bufiets  of  that  inhospitable 
sea.  He  lived  at  a  great  distance  from  (hose 
Weather-beaten  walls,  in  ease  and  indolence, 
and  in  the  midst  <^  literary  leisure,  when  he 
^as  informed  that  his  townsmen  had  con- 
^^imeA  him  to  be  banished  ilrom  Sinope ;  he 

Vol.— II.— I 


answered  coo31y,  '*  And  I  condemn  tiiein  to  live 
in  Sinope.^ 

The  gendemoi  of  the  party  ih  which  Mr. 
Burke  bis  always  acted,  in  passing  upon  hini 
the  sentence  of  retirement,'*'  have  done  nothing 
more  than  to  ccmfirm  the  sentence  whidi  he  had 
passed  upon  himself.  When  that  retreat  is 
dioice,  ^niiich  the  tribunal  of  his  peers  inflict 

*  Newspaper  intelligence  ought  always  to  be 
received  with  some  degree  of  caution.  I  do  not 
■know .that  the  following  paragraph  is  founded  on 
any  authority ;  out  it  comes  with  an  air  of  au- 
thority. The  ngper  is  professedly  in  the  interest 
of  the  inodern  Whigs,  and  under  their  direction. 
The  paragraph  is  not  disclaimed  on  their  part. 
It  professes  to  be  the  decision  of  those  wh(un  its 
author  calls  "  the  great  and  firm  body  of  the 
Whi^s  of  England."  Who  are  the  Whigs  of  a 
different  composition,  which  the  promulgator  of 
tlie  sentence  considers  as  composed  of  fleeting 
and  unsettled  psrticles,  I  know  not,  nor  whether 
there  be  any  of  that  description.  The  definitive 
sentence  of  "  the  great  and  firm  body  of  the 
Whigs  of  England')  (as  this  |>aper  gives  it  out) 
is  as  follows  * 

.  "  The  great  and  firm  body  of  the  Wjugs  of 
England,  true  to  their  principles,  have  decided 
on  the  dispute  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke: 
and  the  former  is  declared  to  have  maintained 
the  pure  doctrines  by  which  they  are  bound  to 
gether,  and  upon  which  they  have  invariftli^y 
acted.  The  consequence  is,  that  Mr.  B  urke  H- 
tires  firom  parhamBnt.»»— Jrfbminjr  Chr6meie, 
Kay  12, 1791. 


4  APPEAL  FROM  THE  NEW 

u  puniahment,  it  is  plain  he  does  not  think  of  his  country.    Had  his  piece,  as  a  work  of 

their  sentence  intderably  severe.     Whether  skill,  been  thought  worthy  of  commendation, 

Aey  who  are  to  continue  in  the  Sinope  which  8(Hne  doubt  might  have  been  entertained  of  the 

ilxnily  he  is  to  leave,  will  spend  the  long  years  cause  of  his  success.    But  the  noatter  stands 

which,  I  hope,  remain  to  them,  in  a  manner  exactly  as  he  wishes  it.     He  is  more  happy  to 

more  to  their  satis&ctioD^  than  he  shall  slide  have  his  fidelity  in  representation  recognized  by 

down,  in  sUence  and  obscurity,  the  slope  (^his  the  body  o£ihe  people,  than  if  he  were  to  be 

dedining  days,  is  best  known  to  him  who  mea-  ranked  in  point  of  ability  (and  hi^er  he  coukl 

Mires  out  years,  and  days,  and  fortunes.  not  be  ranked)  with  those  whose  critical  cen- 

The  quality  of  the  sentence  does  not  how-  sure  he  has  had  the  misfortune  to  incur, 
ever  decide  cm  the  justice  of  it.  An^y  ftiend-  It  is  not  from  this  part  of  their  decision  which 
tkdp  is  sometimes  as  bad  as  calm  enmity.  For  ihe  author  wishes  an  appeal.  There  are  things 
duB  reason  the  cold  neutrality  q£  abstract  jus-  which  touch  him  more  nearly.  To  abandon 
Ike,  is,  to  a  good  and  clear  cause,  a  more  de-  them  would  argue,  not  diffidence  in  his  abili- 
nraUe  thing  than  an  afiection  liable  to  be  any  ties,  but  treadiery  to  his  cause.  HaiT  his 
way  disturbed.  When  the  trial  is  by  fidends,  work  been  recognized  as  a  pattern  for  dexterous 
if  the  decisicm  should  happen  to  be  favourable,  argument,  and  powerfiil  eloquence,  yet  if  it 
Ae  hcnour  d'the  acquittsd  is  lessened ;  if  ad-  tended  to  establish  maxims,  or  to  inspire  sen- 
Terse,  the  condemnation  is  exceedingly  embit-  tinents,  adverse  to  the  wise  aad  Sree  constitu- 
tered.  It  is  aggravated  by  coming  from  lips  pro-  ticm  of  this  kingdom,  he  would  only  have  cause 
ftasing  finendi^ip,  and  pronouncing  judgment  to  lament,  that  it  possessed  qualities  fitted  to 
with  sorrow  and  reluctance.  Taking  in  the  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  ofience.'  Oblivion 
whole  view  of  life,  it  is  more  safe  to  live  under  would  be  the  only  means  of  his  escaping  the 
liie  jurisdiction  of  severe  but  steady  reason,  than  reproaches  of  posterity.  But,  after  receiving 
tinder  Ae  empire  of  indulgent  but  capricious  the  conunon  allowance  due  to  the  common 
passion.  It  is  certainly  well  for  Mr.  Burke  weakness  of  man,  he  wishes  to  owe  no  part  of 
dtat  there  are  impartial  men  in  the  worid.  To  the  indulgence  d'the  world  to  its  fergetfulness. 
liiem  I  address  myself,  pending  the  appeal  which  He  is  at  issue  with  the  party,  befere  the  pre- 
cuk  his  part  is  made  fix)m  the  living  to  the  dead,  sent,  and,  if  ever  he  can  reach  it,  befinre  the 
from  the  modem  whigs  to  the  ancient.  conung  generation. 

The  gentlemen  wha,  in  the  name  of  the  party.         The  authcxr,  several  months  previous  to  &is 

have  passed  sentence  on  Mr.  Burke's  book,  in  publication,  well  knew,  that  two  gentlettieii, 

Ihe  light  of  literary  criticism,  are  judges  above  both  of  them  possessed  (^the  most  distinguish^ 

•11  challenge.    He  did  not  indeed  flatter  him-  abilities,  and  of  a  most  decisive  authority  in 

■elf,  that  as  a  writer,  he  could  claim  the  appro-  the  party,  had  differed  with  him  in  ode  of  the 

bation  of  men  whose  talents,  in  his  judgment  most  material  points  relative  to  ^e  Fr^ich 

tnd  in  the  public  judgment,  approach  to  prodi-  revolution ;  that  is  in  their  opinion  of  the  be- 

fies ;  if  ever  such  perscms  should  be  disposed  haviour  ci  the  French  sc^diery,  and  its  revoft 

to  estimate  the  merit  of  a  composition  upon  the  fixMn  its  officers.    At  the  time  of  their  public 

'  itandard  of  their  own  abili^.  declarati(»i  mi  the  subject,  he  did  not  imagint 

In  Aeir  critical  censure,  diou^  Mr.  Burke  the  opinion  of  these  two  gentlemen  luul  ex- 
nay  find  himself  humbled  by  it  as  a  writer,  as  tended  a  great  way  beyond  themselves.  H« 
a  man,  aoid  as  an  Englishman,  he  finds  matter  was,  however,  well  aware  of  the  probability, 
not  only  of  consolation,  but  of  pride.  He  pro-  that  persons  of  their  just  credit  and  infliMnoe 
posed  to  ccnvey  to  a  f<»reign  people,  not  his  would  at  length  dispose  the  greater  number  to 
own  ideas,  but  Ae  prevalent  opinions  and  sen-  an  agreement  with  their  sentiments ;  and  per- 
timents  of  a  nation,  renowned  for  wisdcHn,  and  haps  might  induce  the  whde  body  to  a  tadt 
celebrated  in  all  ages  for  a  weO  understood  and  acquiescence  in  their  declaraticms,  fmder  t 
wen  regulated  love  of  fi'eedom.  This  was  the  natural,  and  not  always  an  improper  d&dike  of 
avowed  purpose  of  a  fiu*  greater  part  of  his  shewing  a  difference  widi  those  who  leadtbair 
work.  As  that  work  has  not  been  ill  received,  party.  I  will  not  deny,  that  in  general  dds 
■nd  as  his  critics  wiSl  not  only  admit  but  con-  conduct  in  parties  is  defensive ;  but  widun 
tend,  that  this  reception  coidd  not  be  owing  to  what  limits  the  practice  is  to  be  circumscribed, 
■ny  excellence  in  the  composition  ci^)able  of  and  with  what  exceptions  the  doctrine  whieh 
perverting  the  public  judgment,  it  is  clear  that  supports  it  is  to  be  received,  it  is  not  my  pie- 
he  is  not  disavowed  by  the  naticm  whose  senti-  sent  purpose  to  define.  The  present  qneitiai 
ments  he  had  undertaken  to  describe.  His  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  motives;  it  oolfie- 
representation  is  authentioated  by  the  verdict  gards  the  public  expression  of  their  i 
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The  author  is  compdled,  however  reluo  a  view,  indeed,  of  lh6  cotlipomtmi  of  all  pa^ 
tantly,  to  receive  the  sentence  pronounced  upon  ties,  he  finds  great  satis&ctioa.    It  is  tiiat,  in 
him  in  die  house  of  coaunoes  as  that  of  the  leaving  the  service  of  his  country,  he  leaTva 
partjr.    It  proceeded  firom  the  mouth  of  him  parliament,  without  all  comparison,  richer  in 
who  must  bie  regarded  as  its.  authentic  organ,  abilities  than  he  found  it.  Very  solid  and  yeiy 
In  a  di8CU88i(»  which  continued  for  two  (fatys,  brilliant  talents   distinguish    the   ministerial 
no  one  gentleman  of  the  opposition  interposed  benches.     The  oi^)osite  rows  are  a  sort  td 
a  negative,  or  even  a  doubt,  in  &T0ur  of  him  seminary  of  genius,  and  have  brought  forth 
or  hu  ofHnions.     If  an  idea  consonant  to  the  such  and  so  great  talents  as  never  before, 
doctrine  of  his  book,  or  favourable  to  his  con-  ammgst  us  at  least,  have  appeared  together, 
duct,  lurks  in  the  minds  of  any  persons  in  that  If  their  owners  are  disposed  to  serve  their 
description,  it  is  to  be  considered  only  as  a  country,  (he  trusts  they  are)  diey  are  in  a  coa* 
peafliarity  which  they  indulge  to  their  own  dition  to  render  it  services  of  the  highest  im- 
private  liberty  of  thinking.     The  author  can-  portance.  If,  through  mistake  or  passion,  they 
not  reckon  upon  it.    It  has  nothing  to  do  with  are  led  to  contributo  to  its  ruin,  we  shall,  at 
them  as  members  of  a  party.    In  their  pcdilic  least,  have  a  consolation  denied  to  the  ruined 
cspaci^,  in  every  thing  that  meets  the  public  country  that  adjoins  ust^-we  shall  not  be  de- 
ear,  or  public  eye,  the  body  must  be  considered  stroyed  by  men  d'mean  or  secondary  capacitiea. 
•8  unanimous.  All  these  considerations  of  party  attachment, 
They  must  have  been  animated  with  a  very  of  personal  regard,  and  of  personal  admiration, 
warai  zeal  against  those  opinions,  because  they  rendered  the  author  of  the  Reflectioiis   ex- 
were  under  no  neoetsify  of  acting  as  they  did,  tremely  cautious,  lest  the  slightest  suspicion 
frna  any  just  cause  of  i^prehemtion  that  the  should  arise  of  his  having  undertakoa  to  ezpreas 
errors  c^this  writer  shouM  be  taken  for  theirs,  the  s«itiments  even  of  a  sin^  man  of  that 
They  mi^t  disapprove ;  it  was  not  necessary  descriptioni    His  words  at  the  outset  of  hia 
that  they  shoidd  diaauNO  him,  as  they  have  Reflections  are  these :    . 
done  in  the  whole,  and  in  all  the  parts  of  his  '*  In  the  firstletter  I  had  the  honour  tk>  write 
book;  because  neither  in  the  whole  nor  in  any  to  you,  and  which  at  length  I  send,  I  wrote 
of  the  parts,  were  they,  directly,  or  by  any  neither  forj  nor  from  any  description  of  men ; 
imf^cation,  involved.  The  author  was  known  nor  shall  I  in  this.    My  errors,  if  any,  are  ngf 
indeed,  to  have  been  warmly,  strenuously,  and  own.    My  reputation  alone  is  to  answer  for 
iffectionately,  against  all  the  allurements  of  them."    In  another  place  he  says,  (p.  126.) 
•nbition,  and  all  possibility  of  alienation  fixxn  *'  1  have  no  mofCt  proxy.    I  speak  only  firom 
pride,  or  personal  pique,  or  peevish  jealousy,  myt^;  when  I  disclaim,  as  I  do,  with  all 
attached  to  the  Whig  party.    With  one  of  possible  earnestness,  all  communion  with  the 
tbem  he  has  had  a  long  fiiendship,  which  he  acUvs  in  that  thun^,  or  with  the  admirers  of 
BKttt  ever  remember  with  a  melancholy  plea^^  it.    When  I  assert  any  thing  else,  ascoooem- 
•QTB.   To  the  great,  realj  and  amiable  virtues,  ing  the  people  of  England,  I  speak  firom  obser- 
tod  to  the  unequalled  abilities  of  that  gentle-  vation,  noijfrom  auihorUy." 
Biaa,  he  shall  always  join  with  his  country  in  To  say  then,  that  the  book  did  not  contain 
paying  a  just  tribute  of  apphuiae.    There  are  the  sentiments  of  their  party,is  not  to  contradict 
others  in  that  par^  for  whom,  without  any  the  author,  or  to  clear  themselves.  If  the  party 
Aade  of  sorrow,  he  bears  as  high  a  degree  of  had  denied  his  doctrines  to  be  the  current 
love  as  can  enter  into  the  human  heart ;  and  as  opinicHis  of  the  nu^ority  in  the  nation,  th^ 
nucfa  veneration  as  ou^t  to  be  paid  to  human  would  have  put  the  question  on  its  true  issue, 
creatures ;   because  he  firmly  believes,  that  There,  I  hope  and  believe,  his  censures  wifl 
diey  are  endowed  with  as  many  and  as  great  find  on  the  trial,  that  the  author  is  as  foithfiil  a 
virtues,  as  the  nature  of  man  is  capable  of  representative  c^  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
praducing,  joined  to  great  clearness  of  intellect,  people  of  England,  as  any  person  amongst 
to  a  just  judgment,  to  a  wonderful  temper,  and  them  can  be  of  the  ideas  d'his  own  party, 
to  true  wisdom.     His  sentiments  with  regard  The  French  revolution  can  have  no  coo- 
•othem  can  never  vary,  without  subjecting  him  nexion  with  the  objecte  of  any  parties  in  Eng- 
to  the  just  indignation  of  mankind,  who  are  land  formed  before  the  period  of  that  event, 
Wund,  and  are  generally  disposed,  to  look  up  unless  they  choose  to  imitate  any  of  ita  •ctM, 
with  reverence  to  the  best  patterns  of  their  or  to  consolidate  any  principles  of  that  reroiu- 
apeOM,  and  such  as  give  a  dignity  to  the  na-  tion  with  their  own  opinions.    The  Frendi 
^  cf  which  we  all  participate.     For  the  revolution  is  no  part  of  their  original  contract 
"^ofthe  party  he  has  lu|^  respect.   Upon  The  matter,  standing  by  itself,  ia  an  open  wk- 
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jaet  of  politiad  diacuflskn,  like  all  the  other  jnents  which  he  thought  could  not  be  refuted, 

wvolutioos  (and  there  are  many)  which  have  and  by  documents  which  he  was  sure  could  not 

keen  attempted  or  accomplished  in  our  age.  be  denied,  that  nocomparison  was  to  bemada 

But  if  any  considerable  number  of  British  between  the   British    government   and    the 

collects,  taking  a  fiictious  interest  in  the  pro-  French  usurpation. — That  they  who  endea- 

«6edings  of  France,  begin  publicly  to  inc(np<^  voured  madly  to  coanpare  them,  were  by  no 

rate  themselres  for  the  subversion  of  nothing  means  makmg  the  comparison  of  one  good 

iriMTt  of  the  whelk  constitution  of  this  kingdom ;  ayitom  with  another  good  system,  which  varied 

la  incorporale  themselves  for  the  utter  oveiv  only  in  locd  and  circumstantiai  differences  i 

Hkow  of  the  body  of  its  laws,  civil  and  ecde-  much  less,  that  they  were  hoIdiBg  out  to  ua  a 

«iaatiGal,  and  widi  them  of  the  whole  system  of  auperiour  pattern  of  legal  liberty,  which  wa 

ifti  manners,  in  favour  of  the  new  constitution,  night  substitute  in  the  place  of  our  old,  and,  as 

«nd  modem  usages  of  the  French  nation,  I  ih^  described  it,  superannuated  constkiition* 

think  nc  party  principle  could  bind  the  author  He  meant  to  demonstrate,   that  the  French 

Bot  to  express  his  sentiments  stron^y  against  acheme  was  not  a  comparative  good,  but  a 

kneh  a  fiictton.    On  the  contrary,  he  was,  per-  positive  evil. — That  the  question  did  not  at  all 

hKgm^  bound  to  mark  his  dissent,  when  the  ton,  as  it  had  been  stated,  on  a  parallel  be- 

laaders  of  the  party  were  daily  going  out  of  twoen  a  monarchy  and  a  republic.    He  doiied 

their  way  to  make  public  declarations  in  par-  that  the  present  scheme  of  things  in  France, 

liament,  whidi,  notwithstanding  the  puri^  of  ^^  at  ail  deserve  the  respectable  name  of  » 

tiieir  intentions,  had  a  tendency  to  «x;ourage  repoldic :   he  had  therefore,   no  comparisoa 

ffl-designing  men  in  dieir  practices  against  our  between  nunuurchies  and  repdl)lici  to  make. — 

eonstituticm.  That  what  was  done  in  France  was  a  wild 

The  members  of  this  ftcti<Hi  leave  no  doubt  attempt  to  methodize  anarchy ;  to  perpetuate 

ef  the  natore  and  the  extent  of  the  misdiief  and  fix  disorder.    That  it  was  afoul,  impious, 

Aey  mean  to  produce.  They  declare  it  qienly  mcmstrous  thing,  wholly  out  of  the  course  of 

and  decisivdy.     Their  intentions  are  not  left  moral  nature.    He  undertook  to  prove,  that  it 

•^vocal.     They  are  put  out  of  all  dispute  by  was  generated  in  treadiery,  fimod,  fakehood, 

the  thanks  which,  formally  and  as  it  were  ofii-  hypocrisy,  and  unprovoked  murder. — He  of^ 

en^y,  they  issue,  in  order  to  recommend,  and  fored  to  make  out,  that  those  who  have  led  in 

to  jwomote  the  circulation  of  the  most  atrocious  tb&t  business,  had  conducted  themselves  wi& 

tad  treasonable  libels,  against  all  the  hitherto  tbe  utmost  p^dy  to  their  colleagues  in  funo- 

flherished  objects  of  the  love  and  v^oration  of  tion,  and  with  the  most  flagrant  perjury  both 

dus  people.    Is  it  contrary  to  die  duty  of  a  towards  their  king  and  their  constituents;  to 

good  subject,  X<y  reprobate  sudi  (nxxseedings  ?  ^  one  of  whom  the  assembly  had  sworn 

Is  it  alien  to  the  <^oe  of  a  good  member  of  fealty,  and  to  the  other,  when  under  no  sort  of 

paittameat,  when  Mdi  practices  increase,  and  violence  or  restraint,  they  had  sworn  a  ful 

fHien  the  audacity  of  die  conspirators  grows  obedience  to  instructions. — Thatbytheterrour 

with  their  impunity,  to  point  out  in  his  place  <)f  assassination,  they  had  driven  away  a  very 

Ibeir  evfl  tendemrfr  to  the  haf^y  constituticn  froat  number  of  the  members,  so  as  to  (m)duc8 

which  he  is  chosen  to  guard  ?    Is  it  wrong  in  ^  ^^^  appearance  of  a  majority. — That  thit 

•ay  sense,  to  render  tlie  people  of  England  fictitious  majority  had  fabricated  a  constitu> 

mrible  how  mudi  they  must  suffer  if  unfbr-  ^<*i,  which,  as  now  it  stands,  is  a  tyranny  fu 

tuaately  such  a  wicked  fkctsen  should  become  beyond  any  example  that  can  be  found  in  the 

possessed  in  this  country  of  the  same  power  civilized  European  workl  of  our  age;  that, 

^lAAsh  their  allies  in  the  very  next  to  us  have  therefiH^,  the  lovers  of  it  must  be  lovers,  not  of 

io  perfidiouriy  usurped,  and  so  outrageously  l&er^,  but,  if  they  really  understand  its  na- 

riNued  ?  Is  it  inhuman  to  prevent,  if  possible,  tare,  of  the  k>west  and  basest  of  all  senritude. 

Ae  spillii^  Ihar  blood,  or  imprudent  to  guard  He  pn^iosed  to  prove,  that  the  present  state 

against  the  efiVision  of  our  wm  ?    Is  it  con-  of  ffiings  in  France  is  not  a  transient  evil, 

tkaiy  to  any  of  the  honest  principles  of  party,  ppoductive,  as  some  have  too  favourably  re- 

ttr  repugnant  to  any  of  the  known  duties  of  presented  it,  of  a  lasting  good ;  but  that  the 

ftiemfehip,  for  any  senator,  respectfidty,  and  present  eril  is  only  the  means  of  producing 

amicably,    to  caution  his  brother   menibers  future,  and  (if  that  were  possible)  worse  evils. 

|g|rinat  tsountenancing,  by  inconsiderate  ex-  —That  it  is  not  an  undigested,  imperfect,  and 

^KMBions  a  sort  of  {ntx^eeding  which  it  is  ira-  crude  sdieme  of  liberty,  ^ndiich  may  gradually 

|MKnUe  they  riiotdd  deliberately  approve?  be  mellowed  and  ripened  into  an  orderiy  and 

H«  had  nndetlakan  todemourtrate,  by  ai|^  tocialfireedom:  but  that  it  is  so  ftmdaiMataOy 
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wrung,  iks  to  be  utteriy  incapablo  of  correeting  sagacious  British  senator,  to  any  odisr 
itself  by  any  length  of  time,  or  of  being  formed  try. — That  far  from  peace  and  good-will  to 
into  any  mode  of  polity,  of  whidi  a  member  of    men,  they  meditated  war  against  all  other 
&e  house  of  c<Hmn(Xis  coidd  publicly  declare  his  governments ;  and  proposed  systematically  to 
approbation.  excite  in  them  all  the  very  worst  kind  of  sedi» 
If  it  had  been  permitted  to  Mr.  Burke,  he  tions,  in  order  to  lead  to  their  common  destnio* 
would  have  diewn  distincdy,  and  in  detail,  tion. — That  they  had  discovered,  in  the  few 
that  what  die  assembly  calling  itself  natinial,  instances  in  which  they  have  hitherto  had  the 
had  h^  out  as  a  large  and  liberal  toleration,  power  of  discovering  it,  (as  at  Avignon,  and 
is  in  reality  a  cruel  ai^  insidious  religious  per-  in  the  Comtat,  at  CavaiUum,  and  at  Carpoi- 
wcution ;  infinitely  more  iMtter  than  any  whidi  tras)  in  what  a  savage  manner  they  mean  to 
had  been  heard  of  within  this  century. — That  conduct  the  sediti(»is    and  wars  they  havo 
it  bad  a  feature  in  it  worse  than  the  old  perse-  planned  against  their  nei^bours  for  the  sako 
cutions.— That  the  old  persecutors  acted,  or  (^putting  themselves  at  the  head  of  a  oonfed»« 
pretraded  to  act,  fix>m  zeal  towards  some  sys-  ration  of  republics  as  wild  and  as  mischievouf 
tem  of  piety  and  virtue :   they  gave  strong  as  their  own.    He  would  have  shewn  in  what 
pr^renoes  to  Aeir  own ;  and  if  they  drove  manner  that  wicked  scheme  was  carried  on  ill 
pe(^e  frcMn  one  religion,  they  provided  fer  those  places,   without  being    directly  either 
them  another,  in  which  men  might  take  refuge,  owned  or  disclaimed,  in  hopes  that  the  Mn4pBt 
•nd  expect  consolaticn. — That  their  new  per-  pec^le  should  at  length  be  <^ged  to  fly  to  their 
secation  is  not  against  a  variety  in  conscience,  tyrannic  [xrotection,  as  some  sort  of  refiige  finm 
bot  against  all  C(»science.     That  it  professes  dieir  barbarous  and  treacherous  hostility.    H« 
contempt  towards  its  object ;   and  whilst  it  would  have  shewn  from  those  examples,  tiiat 
treats  idl  religion  with  scorn,  is  not  so  mudi  as  neither  this  nor  any  other  society  could  be  in 
Deutral  about  the  modes :  it  unites  the  opposite  safety  as  k>ng  as  such  a  public  enemy  was  in  a 
eriisofintdierance  and  of  indifference.  condition  to  ccmtinue,  directly  or  indirectly, 
He  could  have  proved,  that  it  is  so  far  from  such  practices  against  its  peace. — That  Gre«t 
rgecting  tests  (as,  unaccounts^ly,  had  been  Britain  was  a  princi^de  object  of  their  machin* 
Asserted)  tiiat  the  assendily  had  imposed  tests  ati<x)s;  and  that  they  had  begun  by  establidiing 
<f  a  peculiar  hardship,  arising  frcnn  a  cruel  and  t^orrespoiidencies,  communications,  and  a  sort 
pienieditated  pecuniary  fraud :  tests  against  o^  federal  union  with  the  factious  here. — That 
old  principles,  sanctioned  by  the  laws,  and  no  practical  enjoyment  of  a  thing  so  imperfect 
blading  up<xi  the  ccnscience. — That  these  tests  and  precarious,  as  human  liappiness  must  be, 
were  not  imposed  as  tides  to  some  new  honour  even  under  the  very  best  of  governments,  could 
or  some  new  benefit,  but  to  enable  men  to  hold  be  a  security  fer  the  existence  of  these  govern- 
a  poor  compensation  fer  their  legal  estates,  of  ments,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  princi|^8 
whidi  they  had  been  unjustly  deprived ;  and,  of  France,  propagated  from  that  grand  sdiool 
IS  diery  had  before  been  reduced  fnxn  affluence  of  every  disorder  and  every  vice, 
to  indigence,  so,  on  refusal  to  swear  against  He  was  prepared  to  shew  the  madness  of 
Ifaeir  conscience,  they  are  now  (hriven  from  in-  their  declaration  of  the  pretended  rights  of 
digrace  to  femine,  and  treated  with  every  roan ;   the  childii^  futility  of  some  cf  their 
possible  outrage,  insidt,  and  inhumanity. —  maxims ;  the  sross  and  stupid  absurdity,  and 
That  these  tests,  whicb  their  imposers  wdQ  the  palpable  felsity  of  others ;  and  the  nu*- 
loiew  would  not  he  t^dten,  were  intended  fer  chievous  tendency  of  all  such  declarations  to 
Ae  very  purpose  of  dieating  their  miserable  the  well-being  of  men  and  of  citizens,  and  to 
victimfl  oat  of  the  compensation  which  ^e  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  every  just  common- 
tyrannic  impostors  of  the  assend>ly  had  pre-  wealth.    He  was  prepared  to  shew  that,  in 
Tioady  and  purposely  rendered   the    piiblic  their  conduct,  the  assembly  had  directly  vio- 
inaUe  to  pay.     That  thus  dieir  ultimate  vio-  lated  not  oidy  every  sound  principle  of  govern- 
knee  arose  from  their  original  fi^ud.  ment,  but  every  one,  without  exception,  of 
He  would  have  ^ewn  liiat  the  universal  their  own  felse  or  futile  maxims ;  and  indeed 
peace  and  concord  amongst  nations,  whidi  every  rule  diey  had  pretended  to  lay  down  fer 
ftese  common  enemies  to  mankind  had  hekl  their  own  direction. 

out  with  the  same  fi'audulent  ends  and  pre-  In  a  word,  he  was  ready  to  shew,  that  those 

tonces  with  which  they  had  uniformly  con-  who  couki,  after  such  a  fiill  and  feir  ocposure, 

doctHl  every  part  of  their  proceeding,  was  a  continue  to  countenance  the  French  insanity, 

eaine  and  dnmsy  deception,  unwoi^y  to  be  were  not  mistak^i  politicians,  but  bad  men , 

proposed  as  an  ezan^e,  by  an  informed  and  but  he  thouf^  that  in  this  case,  as  in  many 
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oCherif  ignoranco  had  been  the  cause  of  admi-  be  &r  better,  and  which  certainly  is  much 

nUion.  newer  (to  restless  and  unst2^)le  nunds  no  small 

These  are  stnxig  assertions.   They  required  recommendation)  was  held  out  to  the  admira- 

■trong  proofs.     The  member  who  laid  down  tion  of  the  good  people  of  England.    In  that 

these  positions  was  and  is  ready  to  give,  in  his  case,  it  was  surely  proper  for  ^ose,  who  had 

place,  to  each  positicm  decisive  evidence,  cor-  6ur  other  thoughts  of  the  French  c<xistitution, 

respondent  to  the  nature  and  quali^  of  the  to  scrutinize  that  plan  which  has  been  rec(Hn- 

several  allegations.  mended  to  our  imitation  by  active  and  zealous 

In  order  to  judge  on  the  propriety  of  the  in-  Actions,  at  home  and  abrcMSul.  Our  complexion 

temiption  given  to  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  speech  is  such,  that  we  are  palled  with  enjoyment,  and 

in  the  committee  of  the  Quebec  bill,  it  is  stimulated  with  hope ;  that  we  become  less 

necessary  to  inquire,  first,  whether  on  the  sensible  to  a  long-possessed  benefit,  from  the 

tmeral  principles,  he  ought  to  have  been  su^  very  circumstance  that  it  is  become  habitual. 

fered  to  prove  his  allegations  ?      Secondly,  Specious,  untried,  ambiguous  prospects  of  new 

whether  tifie  time  he  had  chosen  was  so  very  advantage  recommend  themselves  to  the  spirit 

onseascxiaUe  as  to  make  his  exercise  of  a  par-  of  adventure,  which  more  or  less  prevails  in 

liamentary  right  productive  of  ill  effects  on  his  every  mind.      From  this  temper,  men,  and 

firiends  or  his  country  ?    Thirdly,  whether  the  Actions,  and  nations  too,  have  sacrificed  the 

opinions  delivered  in  his  bode,  and  which  h^  gpod,  of  which  they  had  been  in  assured  pos- 

hiui  begun  to  expatiate  upon  that  day,  were  in  session,  in  favour  of  wild  and  irrational  expec- 

contradiction  to  his  former  principles,  and  in-  tations.    What  should  hinder  Mr.  Burke,  if 

ooDsistent  with  the  general  tenor  Gf  his  public  he  thought  th^s  temper  likely,  at  one  time  or 

eonduct.  other,  to  prevail  in  our  country,  from  exposing 

They  who  have  made  eloquent  p^egyrics  to  a  multitude,  eager  to  game,  the  &lse  calcu- 

cuk  the  French  rev(dution,  and  who  think  a  &ee  lations  of  this  lottery  or  fraud  ? 
discussicm  so  very  advantageous  in  every  case,        I  allow,  as  I  ought  to  do,  for  the  efiusic»s 

and  under  every  circumstance,  ought  not,  in  whichccnne  from  a  ^eneroZ  zeal  for  liberty.  This 

aiy  opinion,  to  have  prevented  their  eulogies  is  to  be  indulged,  and  even  to  be  encouraged, 

from  being  tried  on  the  test  of  ^ts.    If  their  as  Icmg  as  the  question  is  general. .  An  orator, 

panegyric  had  been  answered  with  an  invec-  above  all  men  ought  to  be  allowed  a  full  and 

Isre  (bating  the  difference  in  point  of  eloquence)  free  use  of  the  praise  cS  liberty.    A  coinmon 

the  one  would  have  been  as  good  as  the  other :  place  in  &vour  of  slavery  and  tyranny  delivered 

that  is,  they  would  both  of  them  have  been  to  a  popular  assembly,  would  indeed  be  a  bold 

good  for  nothing.     The  panegyric  and  the  defiance  to  all  the  principles  of  rhetoric.     But 

satire  ought  to  be  suffered  to  go  to  trial ;  and  in  a  question  whedier  any  particular  constitu- 

ihat  whidi  shrinks  from  it,  must  be  contended  tion  is  or  is  not  a  plan  of  rational  liberty,  this 

lo  stand  at  best  as  a  mere  declamation.  kind  of  rhetorical  flourish  in  &vour  of  freedom 

I  do  not  think  Mr.  Buike  was  wrong  in  the  in  general,  is  surely  a  little  out  of  its  place.  It 

coarse  he  tods.    That  which  seemed  to  be  is  virtually  a  bjsgging  of  the  question.    It  is  ;l 

nccMnmended  to  him  by  Mr.  Pitt,  was  rather  song  of  triumph  before  the  battle. 
to  extol  the  English  constituticHi,  than  to  attack        "  But  Mr,  Fox  does  not  make  the  p^egyric 

iSt»  French.    I  do  not  determine  what  would  <^  the  new  constitution ;  it  is  the  destruction 

be  best  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  do  in  his  situati<m.    I  only  of  the  absdute  m<marchy  he  commends." 

do  not  deny  that  he  may  have  good  reasons  for  When  that  nameless  thing  which  has  been 

lus  reserve.    Perhsqps  they  might  have  been  lately  set  up  in  France  was  described  as  ^<  the 

as  good  for  a  similar  reserve  on  Uie  part  of  Mr.  most  stupendous  and  glorious  edifice  of  liberty, 

Fox,  if  his  zeal  had  suffered  him  to  listen  to  which  had  been  erected  on  the  foundation  of 

diem.    But  there  were  no  motives  of  minis-  human  integrity  in  any  time  or  country,"  it 

terial  prudence,  or  of  that  prudence  which  might  at  firet  have  led  the  hearer  into  an 

oti^t  to  guide  a  man,  perhaps,  oa  the  eve  of  opinion,  that  the  construction  of  the  new  &bric 

being  minister,  to  restrain  the  author  of  the  was  an  object  of  admiration,  as  well  as  the  de- 

Reflectimis.    He  is  in  no  office  under  the  mdition  of  the  old.  Mr.  Fox,  however,  has  eic- 

erown ;  he  is  not  the  organ  of  any  party.  plained  himself;  and  it  would  be  too  like  that 

The  excellencies  of  d^e  Briti^  oxistitution  q&ptious  and  cavilling  spirit,  which  I  so  perfect- 
bad  ah-eady  exercised  and  exhausted  the  talents  ly  detest,  if  I  were  to  pin  down  the  language  c^ 
«f  the  best  thinkers,  and  the  most  eloquent  an  doquent  and  ardent  mind,  to  the  punctilious 
writers  and  speakers,  that  the  world  ever  saw.  exactness  of  a  pleader.  Then  Mr.  Fox  did  not 
put  in  the  present  case,  a  system  dedared  to  mean  to  appbu^  fhatmonstrous  thing,which,bj 
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die  courtesy  of  France,  they  call  a  constitution,  state,  from  the  quality  of  acticms,  and  the  thaf, 
I  easity  believe  it.  Far  firom  meriting  the  racter  of  the  actors.  Noneof  uslove  absoluta 
praises  of  a  great  genius  like  Mr.  Fox,  it  can-  and  imccmtrolled  nxMiarchy ;  but  we  could 
not  be  approved  by  any  man  of  common  sense,  not  rejoice  at  the  sufferings  of  a  Marcus 
or  common  information.  He  cannot  admire  Aurelius,  or  a  Trajan,  who  were  absohita 
the  diange  of  one  piece  of  barbarism  for  ano-  monarchs,  as  we  do  when  Nero  is  condemned 
ther,  and  a  wcMrse.  He  cannot  rejoice  at  the  by  the  senate  to  be  punished  more  majorum: 
destruction  of  a  monarchy,  mitigated  by  nian-  Nor  when  that  monster  was  obliged  to  fly  with 
ners,  respectful  to  laws  and  usages,  and  atten-  his  wife  Sporus,  and  to  drink  puddle,  were 
tive,perfaaps  but  too  attentive,  topublic  opinion,  men  affected  in  the  same  manner,  as  when  the 
in  &yoar  of  the  granny  of  a  licentious,  fero-  venerable  Galba,  with  all  his  faults  and  errors, 
ciom,  and  savage  multitude,  without  laws,  was  murdered  by  a  revolted  mercenary  sol- 
OKumers,  or  morals,  and  which  so  far  from  diery.  With  such  things  before  our  eyes,  our 
respecting  the  general  sense  of  mankind,  inso-  feelmgs  contradict  our  theories ;  and  when  thia . 
ieotly  endeavours  to  alter  all  the  principles  and  is  the  case,  the  feelings  are  true,  and  the  theory 
opinions  which  have  hitherto  guided  and  ccm-  is  false.  What  I  contend  for  is,  that  in  cohh 
tained  the  wc»kl,  and  to  farce  them  into  a  mending  the  destruction  of  an  absolute  mcm- 
cooformit^  to  their  views  and  actions.  His  archy,  aU  the  circumstancee  ought  not  to  be 
nund  is  made  to  better  things.  wboUy  overlooked,  as  "  considerations  fit  only 
That  a  man  should  rejoice  and  triumph  in  for  shallow  and  superficial  minds." — The  wonhi 
die  destructi(m  of  an  absdute  nuuiarchy  ;  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  or  to  that  effect, 
in  such  an  event  he  should  ovedock  the  cap*  The  subversion  of  a  govemmeut,  to  deserve 
thri^,  disgrace,  and  degradaticm  of  an  unfor-  any  praise,  must  be  considered  but  as  a  step 
tunate  prince,  and  the  c<»itinual  danger  to  a  preparatory  to  the  formation  of  something  bet- 
life  which  exists  only  to  be  endangered ;  that  ter,  either  in  the  scheme  o£  the  government 
he  should  overio(^  the  utter  ruin  of  whole ,  itself,  or  in  the  persons  who  administer  it,  ot 
orders  and  classes  of  men,  extending  itself  in  both.  These  events  caimot  in  reascm  be 
direcdy,  or  in  its  nearest  ccxisequences,  to,  at  separated.  For  instance,  when  we  praise  our 
least,  a  miUi<m  of  our  kind,  and  to,  at  least,  revdutioin  of  1688,  though  the  nation  in  that 
the  tenq>orary  wretchedness  of  a  whole  com-  act,  was  on  the  defensive,  and  was  justified  in 
Buni^,  I  do  not  deny  to  be  in  some  sort  incurring  all  the  evils  of  9,  defensive  war,  we 
natural :  because,  when  peofde  see  a  political  do  not  rest  there.  We  always  combine  widi 
object,  which  they  ardently  desire,  but  in  one  the  subversion  (^the  old  government  the  happy 
pomt  of  view,  they  are  apt  extremely  to  palliate  settlement  which  followed.  When  we  estimate 
or  under-rate  the  evils  which  may  arise  in  that  revolution,  we  mean  to  comprehend  i;^  our 
obtaining  it.  This  is  no  reflection  (m  the  calculation  both  the  value  of  the  thi^  parted 
homanityof  diose  persons.  Their  good  nature  with,  and  the  value  of  the  thing  received  in 
I  am  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  dispute.    It  exchange. 

only  shews  that  they  are  not  sufficiently  in-  The  burthen  of  proof  lies  heavily  on  those 

formed,   or  sufficiently  considerate.      When  who  tear  to  pieces  the  whole  frame  and  ccm- 

diey  come  to  reflect  seriously  on  the  transac-  texture  of  their  country,  that  they  could  find  no 

tion,  they  will  think   diemselves    bound   to  other  way  of  settling  a  government  fit  to  obtain 

examine  what  the  object  is  that  has  been  its  rational  ends,  except  that  which  they  have 

acquired  by  all  this  havoc.    They  will  hardly  pursued  by  means  unfrivourable  to  all  the  pre- 

assert  that    the  destructiim  of   an    absdlute  sent  happiness  of  millions  of  people,  and  to  the 

monarchy  is  a  good  thing  in  itself,  without  any  utter  ruin  of  several  hundreds  of  thousands.   In 

sort  of  reference  to  the  antecedent  state  of  their  political  arrangements,  men  have  no  right 

things,  or  to  consequences  which  result  from  to  put  the  well-beuig  of  the  present  generation 

the  change ;  without  any  amsideration  whether  wholly  out  of  the  question.     Perhaps  the  only 

imder  its  ancient  rule  a  country  was,  to  a  con-  moral  trust  with  any  certainty  in  our  hands,  is 

mleraUo   degree,    flourishing  and  populous,  the  care  of  our  own  time.     With  regard  to 

highly  cultivated,  and  hi^y  commercial ;  and  futurity,  we  are  to  treat  it  like  a  ward.    We 

whether,  under  that  domination,  Aough  per-  are  not  so  to  attempt  an  improvement  of  his 

■ooal  liberty  had  been  precarious  and  insecure,  fortune,  as  to  put  the  capital  of  his  estate  to 

property  at  least  was  ever  violated.     They  any  hazard. 

cannot  take  the  moral  sympathies  of  the  hu-  It  is  not  worth  our  while  to  discuss,  like 

man  mind  along  with  them,  in  abstractions  suphisters,  whether,  in  no  case,  some  evil,  for 

separated  from  tibe  good  or  erUccHiditiixi  of  the  the  sake  of  some  benefit,  is  to  be  tolerated. 
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Nddiiiig  universal  can  be  rationally  affirmed  institution  is  praised,  in  spite  of  great  and  pro- 

on  anj  moral,  or  any  political  subject.     Pure  mincnt  &ults  of  every  kind,  and  in  all  its  parts, 

metaphysical  abstraction  does  not  belong  to  it  must  be  supposed  to  have  something  excel- 

tUese  matters.     The  lines  of  morality  are  not  lent  in  its  fundamental  principles.    It  must  be 

Uke  the  ideal  lines  of  mathematics.     They  are  shewn  that  it  is  right  though  imperfect ;  that 

iNToad  and  deep  as  well  as  \otig.     They  admit  it  is  not  only  by  possibility  susceptible  of  im- 

of  exception^ ;    they  demand    modificaticms.  provement,  but  that  it  contains  in  it  a  principle 

These  exceptions  and  modifications  are  not  tending  to  its  melioration. 

made  by  the  process  of  logic,  but  by  the  rules  Before  they  attempt  to  diew  this  progres- 

of  prudence.    Prudence  is  not  only  the  first  in  sicm  <j£  their  favourite  work,  fi^m  abs(4ute 

rank  of  the  virtues  political  and  moral,  but  she  pravity  to  finished  perfection,  they  will  find 

is  the  director,  the  regulator,  the  standard  of  themselves  engaged  in  a  civil  war  with  those 

them  all.    Metaphysics  cannot  live  without  v«^ose  cause  they  maintain.    What !  alter  our 

definitions  ;  but  prudence  is  cautious  how  she  sublime  c(»istitution,  the  glory  of  France,  the 

defines.     Our  courts  cannot  be  more  fearful  in  envy  of  the  world,  the  pattern  for  mankind,  the 

fofiTering  fictitious  cases  to  be  brought  before  master-piece  of^  legislation,  the  collected  and 

them  fi>r  the  sake  of  eliciting  their  determina-  concentrated  glory  of  this  enlightened  age ! 

tioa  on  a  point  law,  than  prudent  moralists  are  Have  we  not  produced  it  ready  made  and  ready 

in  putting  extreme  and  hazardous  cases  of  armed,  mature  in  its  birth,  a  perfect  goddess 

conscience    upon    emergencies  not  existing,  of  wisdom  and  of  war,  hammered,   by  our 

Without  attempting  therefore  to  define,  what  blacksmith  midwives,  out  of  the  brain  of  Jupi- 

ncver  can  be  defined,  the  case  of  a  revolution  ii)  ter  himself?    Have  we  not  sworn  our  devout, 

government,  this,  I  diink,  may  be  safely  affirm-  pro&ne,  believing,  infidel  people,  to  an  alle- 

od,  that  a  sore  and  pressing  evil  is  to  be  removed,  giance  to  this  goddess,  even  before  she  had 

and  that  a  good,  great  in  its  amount,  and  un-  burst  the  dura  mater,  and  as  yet  existed  only 

equivocal  in  its  nature,  must    be  probable  in  embryo  ?    Have  we  not  solemnly  declared 

almost  to  certainty,  before  the    inestimable  this  constitution  imalterable  by  any  future  legis- 

price  of  our  own  morals,  and  the  well-being  of  lature  ?    Have  we  not  bound  it  on  posterity  for 

a  number  of  our  fellow-citizens,  is  paid  for  a  ever,^  though  our  abettors  have  declared  that  no 

|r6volntion,    If  ever  we  ought  to  be  economists  one  generation  is  competent  to  bind  another? 

eveQ  to  parsim(»iy,  it  is  in  the  voluntary  pro-  Have  we  not  oUiged  the  members  of  every 

dactikin  of  evil.     Every  revolution  contains  in  future  assembly  to  qualify  themselves  for  their 

it  something  of  evil.  seats  by  swearing  to  its  conservation  ? 

It  must  always  be,  to  those  who  are  the  Indeed  the  French  constitution  always  must 

peatest  amateurs,  or  even  professors  of  revo-  be  (if  a  change  is  not  made  in  all  their  princi- 

klti<ms,  a  matter  very  hard  to  prove,  that  the  {des  and  fundamental  arrangements)  a  govem- 

It^  French  government  was  so   bad,    that  ment  wholly  by  popular  representation.      It 

nothing  worse,  in  the  infinite  devices  of  men,  must  be  this  or  nothing.     The  French  faction 

donld  come   in  its  place.     They  who  have  considers  as  an  usurpation,  as  an  atrocious 

birought  France  to  its  present  Gonditi(Hi  ou^t  violation  of  the  indefeasible  rights  of  man,  every 

to  prove,  also,  by  something  better  than  prat-  other  description  of  government.     Take  it  or 

tling  about  the  Bastile,  that  their  subverted  leave  it ;  there  is  no  medium.    Let  the  irre- 

ipovemment  was  as  incapable,  as  the  present  firagable  doctors  fight  out  their  own  controversy 

certainly  is,  of  all  improvement  and  correction,  in  their  own  way,  and  with  their  own  wea- 

How  dare  they  to  say  so  who  have  never  made  pons  ;  and  when  they  are  tired,  let  them  com- 

that  experiment  ?   They  are  experimenters  by  mence  a  treaty  of  peace.    Let  the  plenipoten- 

tiieir  trade.      They  have  made    a  hundred  tiary  sophisters  ik  England  settle  with   the 

oAers,  infinitely  more  hazardous.  difdomatic  sophisters  of  France,  in  what  man- 

The  English  admirers  of  the  forty-eight  ner  right  is  to  be  corrected  by  an  infusion  of 

Aousand   republics  which  form  the  French  wrong,  and  how  truth  may  be  rendered  more 

federation,  praise  them,  not  for  what  they  are,  true  by  a  due  intermixture  of  falsehood. 

but  for  what  they  are  to  become.     They  do  Having    sufficiently  proved,    that  nothing 

not  talk  as  politicians  but  as  prophets.     But  could  make  it  generally  improper  for  Mr. 

ih  whatever  character  they  dioose  to  found  Burke  to  prove  what  he  had  alleged  concerning 

panegyric  on  predicti(xi,  it  will  be  thought  a  the  object  of  this  dispute,  I  pass  to  the  sec(xid 

Utde  singular  to  praise  any  work,  not  for  its  question,  that  is,  whether  he  was  justified  in 

own  merits,  but  for  the  merits  of  something  else  -  choosing  the  c(nnmittee  on  the  Ctuebec  bill  as 

vHiich  may  succeed  to  it.  When  any  political  the  fiekl  for  this  discussion  ?  If  it  were  seces- 
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sary,  it  might  be  diewil,  Aat  h«  Ins  not  the  This,  oq  Mr.  Burire's  part,  would  be  loiad* 

first  to  tMring  theae  disctissions  into  parliament,  thing  nrore  than  mistake ;   something  wofito 

Mr  the  first  to  renew  them  this  session.    The  than  formal  irregularity.    Any  omtumely,  any 

fikct  is  notorious.    As  to  the  Cluebec  biH,  diey  outrage  is  readily  passed  over,  by  the  indm- 

were  introduced  into  the  debate  up(A  that  gence  which  we  all  owe  to  sudden  passion, 

wl^ect  fot  two  plain  reas^»is ;  first,  th&t  as  he  These  things  are  soon  forgot  upon  oocasicms  bi 

thought  it  then  not  advisaUe  to  make  the  prd-  whidi  all  men  are  so' apt  to  fbrget  themselves, 

ceednigs  of  the  &ctious  societies  the  subject  df  Deliberate  injuries,  to  a  degree,  must  be  re- 

a  direct  motion,  he  had  no  other  way  open  to  membered,    because  they  require  deliberate 

him.    Nobody  has  attempted  to  shew,  that  it  precautions  to  be  secured  against  their  return, 

was  at  ail  admissable  into  any  other  business  I  am  authorized  to  say  fbr  Mr.  Burice,  that 

b^e  the  house.    Here  every  thing  was  fa-  he  considers  that  cause  assigned  fin*  the  out- 

vouraUe.    Here  was  a  biH  to  form  a  new  cod-  rage  offered  to  him,  as  ten  times  worse  tiian 

Btitution  for  a  French  province  under  English  the  outrage  itself.     There  is  such  a  strange 

dominicxi.-     The    questi(m   naturaDy  arose,  confiision  of  ideas  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  nr 
whether  we  should  setde  that  constitution  upon 

English  ideas,  or  upon  French.     This  fui^  conduct  the  government  of  the  country  whh 

nished  an  opportunity  fbr  examining  into  the  greater  advantage  to  the  public' 

Talae  of  the  French  constitution,  either  consi-  ,  "  This   patriotic  declaration  Immediately  a- 

j«--j  —  „ ^i:«.ki^  ♦«  ^^i»»;.i  Ji^^^^^*    ««.  larmed  the  swarm  of  courtly  insects  that  live 

deiwl  as  appUcable  to  oolomaJ  government,  or  ^„jy  ,„  ^j^^  sunshine  of  ministerial  favour.    It 

in  Its  own  nature.    The  bill  too  was  m  a  was  thought  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the  dismis- 

conmiittee.     By  the  privil^e  of  speaking  as  sion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  every  engine  was  set  at 

often  as  he  pleased,  he  hoped  in  some  measure  ^or^  ^^JLJ^^  purpose  of  preventing  such  an 

tosopplyJwantofsupport^^hichhehadbut  So„^w'afr.'E^"T4«''wf&' to 

too  much  reason  to  apprehend.  In  a  committee  the  ear  of  a  great  personage,  that  Mr.  Fox  was 

it  was  always  in  his  power  to  bring  the  ques-  the  last  man  in  England  to  be  trusted  by  a  kino, 

tions  fiom  generaUties  to  facts ;  fit)m  declama-  because  he  was  by  principlb  a  rbpublicah, 

•:     ^    J.   °     .          CI          u      c*  u        *.    n  ^nd,  consequently,  an  enemy  to  monarchy. 

hoo  to  discussion.    Some  benefit  he  actually  u  i„  the  disciresion  of  the  Quebec  bill,  which 

received  Bram  this  privilege.     These  are  plain,  stood  for  yesterday,  it  was  the  intention  of  some 

obvious,  natural  reasons  for  his  conduct.    I  persons  to  connect  with  this  subject  the  French 

beUeve  they  are  the  true,  and  the  only  true  revolution,  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Fox  would  be 

■'                        '                       ''  warmed  by  a  colhtion  with  Mr.  Burke,  and  in- 

*®®*                                               .  duced  to  defend  that  revolution  in  which  so  mwih. 

They  who  justify  the  firequent  mterruptions,  power  was  taken  from,  and  so  little  left  in,  the 

Vfhich  at  length  wholly  disaMed  him  fi-om  pro-  crown. 

oseding,    attribute  their  conduct  to   a  very  "^f*'  Mr.  Fox  fallen  into  the  ""are,  hij 

J.-,     o'     ^         .  ..•        /•  I.'         ^-           mu  speech  on  the  occasion  would  have  been  laW 

different  mterpretation  of  his  motives.     They  ^^^^^  ^  ^^eat  personage,  as  a  proof  that  a  man 

say,  tfiat  through  corruption,  or  malice,  or  folly,  who  could  defend  such  a  revolution,  might  be  a 

he  was  acting  his  part  in  a  ptet  to  make  his  ^ery  good  republican,  but  could  not  possibly  be 

H«rf  Mr.  Pox  pa»  for  a  republican;  and  " ^^SL". LTwho Ikid  A.  .narewer,  dl..p. 

thereby  to  prevent  the  gracious  mtentions  of  pointed  ;  for  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  short  conversation 

his  sovereign  from  taking  effect,  which  at  that  which  took  place  yesterday  in  the  house  of  com- 

tfane  had  begun  to  discbse  themselves  in  his  mens,  said,  that  he  confessedly  had  thought 

&•«..,  ♦     T^;«   ;<>  o   nMt«v  eoriAna  rharatk  favourably  of  the  French  revolution  ;  but  that 

fiivour.*     This  IS  a  pretty  senous  charge.  ^^^^  certainly  he  never  had,  ehher  hi  parlia* 

mem  or  out  of  parliament,  professed  or  defended 

*  To  explain  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ad-  republican   principles."     pArguSf  April   22d, 

vert  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  a  paper  1791.                                        -      .          . 

h  the  minority  interest  some  tfane  before  this  Mr.  Burke  cannot  answer  for  the  truth,  nOf 

debate.     **  A  very  dark  intrigue  has  latelvhecn  prove  the  falsehood  of  the  story  given  by  the 

discovered,  the  authors  of  which  are  well  tnown  friends  of  the  party  in  this  paper.    He  only 

to  us  ;  but  until  the  glorious  day  shall  come,  knows  that  an  opinion  of  its  being  well  or  ill 

when  it  will  not  be  a  LiBBL^to  tell  the  truth,  authenticated  had  no  influence  on  his  conduct, 

we  mm  not  be  so  regardless  of  our  own  safety,  He  meant  only,  to  the  best  of  his  power,  to  guard 

as  to  publish  their  names.    We  will,  however,  against  the  ill  designs  of  factions  out  pf  doOTS. 

Mate  the  fact,  leaving  it  to  the  ingenuity  of  our  What  Mr.  Burke  did  in  parHament  could  hardly 

readers  to  discover  what  we  dare  not  publish.  have  been  intended  to  draw  Mr.  Fox  into  any 

"Since  the  business  of  the  armament  against  declarations    unfavourable   to    his   principles, 

Rsssia  has  been  under  discussion,  a  great  per-  since  (by  the  account  of  those  who  are  his 

wnare  has  been  heard  to  say,  *  that  he  was  not  friends)  he  had  long  before  effectually  prevented 

■0  wedded  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as  not  to  be  very  willing  the  success  of  anv  such  scandaloas  designs, 

to  me  his  confidence  to  Mr.  Fox,  if  the  latter  Mr,  Fox's  friends  have  themselves  done  away 

■hwfld  be  aWe,  bi  a  crisis  like  the  present,  to  that  imputation  on  Mr.  Burke. 
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more  difficult  to  underataiid  the  nature  of  the  But  it  eeems,  ■ome  newipaper  or  other  had 

charge,  than  to  refute  it  when  understood,  imputed  to  him  republican  princi}des,  on  occa- 

Mr.  Fox's  friends  were,  it  seems,  seized  with  sion  o(  his  conduct  upon  the   Cluebec  bifl. 

a  sudden  panic  terror  lest  he  should  pass  for  a  Supposing  Mr.   Burke  to  have  seen  these 

republican.  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  ground  newspapers  (which  is  to  suppose  more  than  I 

Ibr  this  apprehension.     But  let  us  admit  they  believe  to  be  true)  I  would  ask,  when  did  the 

had.  What  was  there  in  the  Cluebec  bill,  rather  newspapers  forbear  to  charge  Mr.  Fox,  or  Mr. 

than  in  any  other,  which  could  subject  him  or  Burke  himself,  with  republican  princi{Jes,  or 

them  to  that  imputati(»i  ?  Nothing  in  a  discus-  any  other  principles  which  they  thought  could 

■ion  of  the  French  constitution,  which  might  render  both  of  them  odious,  sometimes  to  one 

arise  on  the  Quebec  biU,  could  tend  to  make  description  of  people,  sometimes  to  another  ? 

Mr.  Fox  pass  for  a  republican ;  except  he  Mr.  Burke,  since  the  publication  cl[  his  pam- 

should  take  occasion  to  extol  that  state  of  things  phlet,  has  been  a  thousand  times  charged,  in 

in  France,  which  affects  to  be  a  repulse  or  a  the  newspapers,  with  holding  despotic  princi- 

eonfederacy  (^republics.  If  such  an  encomium  pies.     He  could  not  enjoy  one  moment  of 

could  make  an  un&vourable  impression  on  the  domestic  quiet,  he  could  not  perform  the  least 

king's  mind,  surely  his  voluntary  panegjrrics  particle  <j£  public  duty,  if  he  did  not  altogether 

on  that  event,  not  so  much  introduced  as  in-  disregard  the  language  of  those  libels.    But 

truded  into  other  debates,  with  which  they  had  however  his  sensibili^  might  be  affected  by 

little  relation,  must  have  produced  that  effect  such  abuse,  it  would  in  him  have  been  thou^t 

with  much  more  certainty,  and  much  greater  a  most  ridiculous  reason  for  shutting  up  die 

force.     The  Quebec  bill,  at  worst,  was  (mly  njouths  of  Mr.  Fox  or  Mr.  Sheridan,  so  as  to 

one  of  those  opportunities,  carefully  sought  and  prevent  their  delivering  their  sentiments  of  the 

industriously  improved  by  himself  Mr.  Sheri-  French  revolution,^ — that  forsooth,  "  the  new»- 

dan  had  already  brought  forth  a  panegyric  on  papers  had  lately  charged  Mr.  3ui^e  with 

tile  French  system  in  a  still  higher  strain,  with  being  an  enemy  to  liberty." 

full  as  little  demand  from  the  nature  of  the  I  allow  that  those  gendemen  have  privileges 

business  before  the  house,  in  a  speech  too  good  to  which  Mr.  Burke  has  no  claim.    But  their 

to  be  speedily  forgotten.    Mr.  Fox  followed  friends  ought  to  plead  those  privileges ;  and  not 

him  without  any  direct  call  from  the  subject  to  assign  bad  reasons,  on  the  principle  of  what 

matter,  and  upon  the  same  ground.     To  can-  is  &ir  between  man  and  man,  and  thereby  to 

▼ass  the  merits  of  the  French  constitution  on  put  themselves  on  a  level  with  those  who  can  so 

the  Cluebec  bill  could  not  draw  forth  any  easily  refute  them.    Let  them  say  at  once  that 

opinions  which  were  not  brought  forward  be-  his  reputation  is  of  no  value,  and  that  he  has 

fiMre,  with  no  small  ostentation,  and  with  very  no  call  to  assert  it ;  but  that  theirs  is  of  ijifinite 

litde  of  necessity,  or  perhaps  of  propriety,  concern  to  the  party  and  the  public ;  ^d  to 

What  mode,  or  what  time  of  discussing  the  that  consideration  he  ou^t  to  sacrifice  all  his 

0(Hiduct  of  the  French  faction  in  England  opinions,  and  all  his  feelings, 

would  not  equally  tend  to  kindle  this  enthu-  In  that  language  I  should  hear  a  slyle  .cor- 

■iasm,  and  afford  those  occasions  fer  panegyric,  respondent  to  the  proceeding;  lofly,  indeed, 

which,  far  from  shunning,  Mr.  Fox  has  always  but  plain  and  consistent.     Admit,  however, 

industriously  sought  ?    He  himself  said,  very  for  a  moment,  and  merely  for  argument,  that 

truly,  in  the  debate,  that  no  artifices  were  ne-  this  gendeman  had  as  good  a  right  to  continue 

oessary  to  draw  from  him  his  opinions  upon  as  they  had  to  begin  these  discussions,  in  can- 

diat  subject.     But  to  fall  upon  Mr.  Burke  for  dour  and  equity  they  must  allow  that  their 

making  an  use,  at  wwst  not  more  irregular,  of  voluntary  descant  in  praise  of  the  French  con- 

the  same  liberty,  is  tantamount  to  a  plain  de-  stitution  was  as  much  an  oblique  attack  <ni 

daration,  that  the  topic  of  France  is  tabooed  Mr.  Burke,  as  Mr.  Burke's  inquiry  into  the 

or  forbidden  ground  to  Mr.  Burke,  and  to  Mr.  foundation  of  this  encomium  coidd  possibly  be 

Burice  alone.    But  surely  Mr.  Fox  is  not  a  construed  into  an  imputation  upon  them.  They 

republican ;  and  what  should  hinder  him,  when  well  knew,  that  he  felt  like  other  men  ;  and  of 

inch  a  discussion  came  on,  from  clearing  him-  course  he  would  think  it  mean  and  unworthy, 

■elf  unequivocally  (as  his  friends  say  he  had  to  decline  asserting  in  his  piace,  and  in  the 

done  near  a  fortnight  before)  of  all  such  impu-  front  of  able  adversaries,  the  principles  of  what 

tations  ?    Instead  of  being  a  disadvantage  to  he  had  penned  in  his  closet,  and  without  an 

him,  he  would  have  defeated  all  his  enemies,  opponent  before  him.    They  could  not  but  be 

and  Mr.  Burke,  since  he  has  thought  proper  to  convinced,    that   dedamaticms    c^  this  kind 

reckon  him  amongst  them.  wouki  rouse  him ;  that  he  must  think,  coming 
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from  men  of  their  eoKfrrej  they  were  highly  capable  of  abusing  the  docility  and  confidence 
mischievous ;  that  they  gave  countenance  to  of  ingenuous  youth ;  and,  for  a  bad  reason,  or 
bad  men,  and  bad  designs ;  and,  though  he  for  no  reason,  of  disgracing  his  whde  public 
was  aware  that  the  handling  such  matters  in  life  by  a  scandalous  c'(mtradiction  of  every  one 
parliament  was  delicate,  yet  he  was  a  man  '  c£  his  own  acts,  writings,  and  dedaraticms. 
very  likdy,  whenever,  much  against  his  will.  If  these  charges  be  true,  their  exclusion  of  such 
they  were  brou^t  there,  to  resdve,  that  there  a  person  from  their  body  is  a  circumstance 
they  ^ouki  be  thorou^y  silled.  Mr.  Fox,  which  does  equal  honour  to  their  justice  and 
early  in  the  preceding  session,  had  public  no-  their  prudence.  If  they  exinress  a  degree  of 
tice  from  Mr.  Burke  of  the  light  in  which  he  sensibility  in  being  obliged  to  execute  this  wise 
considered  every  attempt  to  introduce  the  andjust  sentence,  from  a  consideration  of  some 
exaiqile  of  France  into  the  pditics  of  this  amiable  or  some  pleasant  qualities  which  in 
country ;  and  of  his  resolution  to  break  with  his  private  life  their  former  friend  may  happen 
his  best  friends,  and  to  join  with  his  worst  to  possess,  they  add,  to  the  praise  of  their  wi»- 
enemies  to  prevent  it.  He  hoped  that  no  such  dom  and  firmness,  the  merit  d*  great  tenderness 
necessity  would  ever  exist.  But  in  case  it  d*  heart,  and  himianity  of  disposition, 
should,  his  determination  was  made.  The  On  their  ideas,  the  new  Whig  party  have, 
party  knew  perfectly  that  he  would  at  least  in  my  opinion,  acted  as  became  them.  The 
defend  himself.  He  never  intended  to  attack  author  of  the  Reflections,  however,  on  his  part, 
Mr.  Fox,  nor  did  he  attack  him  directly  or  caimot,  without  great  shame  to  himself,  and 
indirectly.  His  speech  kept  to  its  matter,  without  entailing  everlasting  disgrace  on  his 
No  personality  was  employed  even  in  the  re-  posterity,  admit  the  truth  or  justice  of  the 
motest  allusion.  He  never  did  impute  to  that  charges  which  have  been  made  upon  him ;  or 
gentleman  any  republican  principles  or  any  allow  that  he  has  in  those  Reflections  dis- 
other  bad  princifdes  or  bad  conduct  whatso-  covered  any  principles  to  which  honest  men 
ever.  It  was  frir  fixmi  his  words ;  it  was  &r  are  bound  to  declare,  not  a  shade  or  two  of 
from  his  heart.  It  must  be  remembered,  that  dissent,  but  a  total  fundamental  opposition, 
notwithstanding  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  fix  He  must  believe,  if  he  does  not  mean  wilfully 
on  Mr.  Burke  an  tmjustifiable  change  of  to  abandon  his  cause  and  his  reputation,  that 
opini(xi,  and  the  foul  crime  of  teaching  a  set  principles  fundamentally  at  variance  with 
ofaaxinastoaboy,  and  aflerwards,  when  these  those  (/his  book,  are  fundamentally  false, 
naxims  became  adult  in  his  mature  age,  of  What  those  principles,  the  antipodes  of  his, 
abandoning  both  the  disciple  and  the  doctrine,  really  are,  he  can  only  discover  fix>m  their 
Mr.  Burke  never  attempted,  in  any  one  par-  contrariety.  He  is  very  unwilling  to  suppose, 
ticular,  either  to  criminate  or  to  recriminate,  that  the  doctrines  c£  some  hooka  lately  circu- 
it may  be  said,  Aat  he  had  nothing  of  the  kind  lated  are  the  principles  OC  the  party  ;  though, 
b  his  power.  This  he  did  not  controvert.  fit>m  the  vehement  declarations  against  his 
He  certainly  had  it  not  in  his  inclination.  opini(ms,  he  is  at  some  loss  how  to  judge  other- 
That  gentleman  had  as  little  ground  for  tlie  wise. 

dianres  which  he  was  so  easily  provdced  to  For  the  present,  my  plan  docs  not  render  it 

make  upon  him.  necessary  to  say  any  thing  further  concerning 

The  gentlemen  of  the  party  (I  include  Mr.  the  merits  either  of  the  one  set  of  opinions  or 

Pox)  have  been  kind  enough  to  consider  the  the  other.    The  author  would  have  discussed 

dilute  brou^t  on  by  this  business,  and  the  the  merits  of  both  in  his  place,  but  he  was  not 

consequent  separation  of  Mr.  Burke  from  their  permitted  to  do  so. 

corps,  as  a  matter  of  regret  and  uneasiness.  I  pass  to  the  next  head  of  charge,  Mr. 

I  cannot  be  of  opinion,  that  by  his  exclusion  Burke's  inconsistency.    It  is  certainly  a  great 

they  have  had  any  loss  at  all.    A  man  whose  aggravation  of  his  friult  in  embracing  false 

opinions  are  so  very  adverse  to  Aeirs,  adverse,  opinions,  that  in  doing  so  he  is  not  supposed  to 

as  it  was  expressed,  "  as  pole  to  pole,**  so  fill  up  a  void,  but  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  derelic- 

mischievoasly  as  well  as  so  directly  adverse,  tion  of  opinions  that  are  true  and  laudable, 

that  Aey  found  themselves  under  Ae  necessity  This  is  the  great  gist  of  the  charge  against 

ofsolemnlydisclainaing  them  in  full  parliament,  him.    It  is  not  so  much  that  he  is  wrong  in 

such  a  man  must  ever  be  to  them  a  most  un-  his  book  (that,  however,  is  alleged  alsa)  as 

seemly  and  unprofitable  incumbrance.    A  co-  that  he  has  therein  belied  his  whole  life.    I 

operation  with  him  couW  only  serve  to  em-  believe,  if  he  could  venture  to  value  himself 

barrass  them  in  all  their  councils.    They  have  upon  any  thing,  it  is  on  the  virtue  of  consisten- 

be^es  publidy  represented  him  as  a  man  cy  that  he  wouU  value  himsdf  the  most.  Strip 
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kim  of  this,  and  you  leave  him  naked  in-  pens  to  possess,  and  which  the  ease  dmuAt. 
deed.  He  is  not  to  embarrass  the  minds  of  his  hear- 
In  the  case  ci  any  roan  who  had  written  ers,  or  to  encmnber,  or  overlay  his  speech,  by 
fCNDoething,  and  spdien  a  great  deal,  upon  bringing  into  view  at  once   (as  if  he  were 
▼ery  multifarious  matter,  during  upwards  of  readmg  an  academic  lecture)  all  that  may  and 
twenty-five  years  puUio  service,  and  in  as  ought,  when  a  just  occasion  presoitB  itsd^  to 
great  a  variety  of  impcHtant  events  as,  perhaps,  be  said  in  favour  of  the  other  meiid>en.    At 
have  ever  happened  in  the  same  nundber  of  that  time  they  are  out  of  the  court ;  there  is  no 
years,  it  would  appear  a  little  hard,  in  order  to  questi(m  concerning  them.    Whilst  he  opposes 
charge  such  a  man  with  inconsistency,  to  see  his  defence  on  the  part  where  the  attack  is 
collected  by  his  friend,  a  sort  of  digest  of  his  made,  he  presumes,  that  for  his  r^;ani  to  the 
sayings,  even  to  such  as  were  merely  sportive  just  rights  of  all  the  rest,  he  has  credit  in  every 
ami  Jocular.    This  digest,  however,  has  been  candid  mind.    He  ought  not  to  apprehend, 
made,  with  equal  pains  and  partiality,  and  that  his  raising  fences  about  popular  privileges 
without  bringing  out  those  passages  of  his  this  day,  will  infer  that  he  ought,  on  the  next, 
writings  which  might  tend  to  shew  with  what  to  ccmcur  with  those  who  woidd  pull  down  the 
restrictions  any  expressions,  quoted  from  him,  throne :  because  on  the  next  he  defends  the 
ought  to  have  been  understood.    From  a  great  throne,  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  has 
statesman  he  did  not  expect  this  mode  of  inqui-  |iband(»ied  the  rights  of  the  people, 
sition.    If  it  only  appeared  in  the  wcnks  oi        A  man  who,  am(»ig  various  obyects  <^  his 
common  pamphleteers,  Mr.  Burke  might  safely  equal  regard,  is  secure  c^  some,  and  flill  ci 
trust  to  his  reputation.    When  thus  urged,  he  anxiety  fer  the  fkte  of  others,  is  apt  to  go  to 
ought,  perhaps,  to  do  a  little  more.     It  shall  be  much  greater  lengths  in  his  preference  c^  the 
as  little  as  possible,  for  I  hope  not  much  is  objects  d*  his  immediate  solicitude  than  Mr. 
wuiting.     To  be  totally  silent  on  his  charges  Burke  has  ever  done.    A  man  so  circum- 
would  not  be  respectful  to  Mr.  Fox.    Accu-  stanced  of^en  seems  to  undervalue,  to  vilify, 
sations  sometimes  derive  a  weight  from  the  almost  to  reprobate  and  disown,  those  that  are 
persons  who  make  them,  to  which  they  are  not  out  of  danger.  This  is  the  voice  of  nature  and 
entitled  fer  their  matter.  truth,  and  not  of  inconsistency  and  felse  pre- 
He  who  thinks  that  the  British  constitution  tence.     The  danger  d  any  thing  very  dear  to 
ought  to  consist  of  the  three  members,  o£ihree  us,  removes,  for  the  moment,    every  other 
very  different  natures,  of  which  it  does  actually  affection  fi-om  the  mind.    When  Priam  had 
consist,  and  thinks  it  hisdu^  to  preserve  each  his  whde.  thoughts  eni{doyed  on  the  body  of 
(rf* those  members  in  its  proper  place,  and  with  his  Hector,  he  repds  with  indignation,  and 
its  proper  proportion  of  power,  must  (as  each  drives  firom  him  with  a  thousand  reproaches, 
shall  happen  to  be  attacked)  vindicate  the  three  his  surviving  sons,  who  with  an  officious  piety 
several  pu^  on  the  several  principles  pecu-  crowded  about  him  to  offer  their  assistance, 
liariy  belonging  to  them.    He  cannot  assert  A  good  critic  (there  is  no  better  than  Mr. 
the  democratic  part  on  the  principles  on  which  Fox)  would  say,  that  this  is  a  master-strc^e, 
monarchy  is  supported,  nor  can  he  su{^rt  and  marks  a  deep  understanding  of  nature  in 
mcmarchy  on  the  principles  (^democracy ;  nor  the  father  of  poetry.     He  would  despise  a 
can  he  maintain  aristocracy  on  the  grounds  of  Zoilus,  who  would  C(»iclude  from  this  passage 
the  one  or  the  other,  or  of  both.    All  these  he  that  Homer  meant  to  represent  this  man  of 
must  support  on  grounds  that  are  totally  dif^  affliction  as  hating,  or  being  indifferent  and 
ferent,  though  practically  they  may  be,  and  cold  in  his  affections  to  the  poor  relics  of  his 
happily  with  us  they  are,  brought  into  one  house,  or  that  he  prdferred  a  dead  carcase  to 
harmonious  body.    A  man  could  not  be  con-  his  living  childrai. 

sistent  in  defending  such  various,  and,  at  first  Mr.  Burke  does  not  stand  m  need  of  an  aU 
view,  discordant  parts  of  a  mixed  constitution,  kmance  of  this  kind,  which,  if  ho  did,  by  can- 
without  that  sort  of  inconsistency  with  which  did  critics  ou^  to  be  granted  to  him.  If  the 
Mr.  Burke  stands  charged.  {Hinciples  of  a  mixed  constitution  be  admitted. 
As  any  (Hie  of  ihe  great  members  (^  this  he  wants  no  more  to  justify  to  consistency 
constitution  happens  to  be  endangered,  he  that  every  tiling  he  has  said  and  done  during  the 
is  a  friend  to  all  of  them  chooses  and  presses  course  of  a  political  life  just  touching  to  iti 
the  topics  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  part  dose.  I  believe  that  gentleman  has  kept  him- 
attacked,  with  all  the  strength,  the  earnestness,  self  more  dear  of  running  into  the  feshion  of 
Ifcfe  vehemence,  with  all  the  power  of  stating,  wild  visionary  theories,  or  of  seeking  po- 
of argument,  and  of  cok>uring,  which  he  hap-  pcdari^    throu^   every    means,    than    any 
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Btt  periM^M  eTer  did  in  the  same  aituar  At  pc^MiIar   elections    the   most    rigorous 

taon.  casuists  will  remit  a  little  of  their  severi^. 

He  was  the  first  man  who,  on  the  hustings,  They  will  aUow  to  a  candidate  somu  unqualL- 

it  a  popular  election,  rejected  the  authority  of  fied  fusions  in  fiivour  of  fiieedom,  without 

instructions  from  constituents ;  or  who,  in  any  binding  him  to  adhere  to  them  in  their  utmost 

piaoe,  has  argued  so  fully  againstit    Perhi4p0  extent.    But  Mr.  Burke  put  a  more  strict  rule 

the  discredit  iztfo  which  that  doctrine  at  oon»*  upon  himself  than  most  moralists  would  put 

fdaive  nurtnieticDS  under  our  constitution  is  up(m  others.    At  his  first  offering  himself  to 

since  &len,  aoay  be  due,  in  a  great  degree,  to  Bnstol,  where  he  was  almost  sure  he  should 

his  opposing  himaeif  to  it  in  that  manner,  and  not  obtain,  on  that  or  any  occasion,  a  sin^e 

<m  that  oocaMon.  Tory  vote,  (in  fitct  he  didobtain  but  one)  a^ 

The  refixms  in  repreatiitation,  and  the  bifls  rested  wholly  on  the  Whig  interest,  he  thou^ 

fcr  riurtening  the  duratian  ct  paiiiaments,  he  himself  bound  to  tell  the  electors^  both  before 

snifiinnly  and  steadily  opposed  fi>r  many  yeara  and  after  his  electicm,  exactly  what  sort  of  re- 

U^dier,  in  contradiction  to  many  of  his  best  presentative  they  had  to  expect  in  him. 

frioids.    These  fiiends,  however,  in  his  better  '^  The  distinguishing  part  cf  our  constitu- 

dayg,  when  they  had  more  to  hope  fixxn  his  tion,"  be  said,  ''  is  its  liberty.     To  prcacnre 

service  and  more  to  &ar  fix>m  his  loss  than  now  that  liberty  inviolate,  is  the  peculiar  duty  and 

tbej  have,  never  dioae  to  find  any  inconsi»-  proper  trust  of  a  member  of  the  house  of  com- 

ttsacj  betwe«i  his  acts  and  expressi<His  in  fa^-  ukmis.  But  the  liberty,  the  only  liberty  I  mean, 

▼our  of  liberty,  and  his  votes  on  those  que»*  is  a  liberty  connected  with  ordcTf  and  that  not 

tioos.    But  there  is  a  time  fin*  all  thii^.  <»ily  exists  wUh  order  aaad  virtue,  but  cannot 

Against  the  opinion  of  many  friends,  even  exist  at  all  toUhotU  them.    It  inheres  in  good 

•gainst  the  saiicitati<m  of  some  of  than,  he  and  steady  government,  as  in  tte  substance  and 

opposed  those  at  the  cburdi  deigy,  who  had  vital  principle/* 

petitioned  the  house  of  commons  to  be  dis-  The  liberty  to  which  Mr.  Burke  declared 

charged  frcHn  die  subscription.    Althou^  he  himself  attached,  is  not  French  liberty.    That 

supported  the  dissenters  in  their  petition  for  liber^  is  nothing  but  the  rein  given  to  vice  and 

^e  indulgencei  wfaidi  he  had  refiised  to  the  confusion.    Mr.  Burke  was  then,  as  he  was 

dergy  of  the  establiriied  diurdi,  in  this,  as  he  at  the  writing  of  his  Reflections,  awfiilly  im- 

was  not  guilty  <^  it,  so  he  was  not  reproached  pressed  with  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 

with  inconsistency.    At  the  same  time  he  complex  state  of  our  constitution  and  our  em- 

{vovoted,  and  against  the  wish  of  several,  the  pifO)  and  that  it  might  require,  in  different 

<!fause  that  gave  the  dissenting  teachers  another  emergencies,  different  sorts  of  exertions,  and 

Mbscriptifm  in  the  place  of  that  which  was  the  successive  call  iqx>n  all  the  various  prin- 

^en  taken  away.    Neither  at  that  time  was  ciples  which  uphold  and  justify  it.     This  will 

^  reproach  of  mcansistency  brou^  against  appear  fix>m  what  he  said  at  the  close  q£  the 

^.    Peof^  could  then  distinguish  between  poU. 

adiffimenoe  in  conduct,  under  a  variation  of  "  To  be  ^  good  member  of  parliament  is,  let 
circumstances,  and  an  inconsistency  in  |»in-  nie  tell  you,  no  easy  task ;  especially  at  this 
ciple.    It  was  not  then  thought  necessary  to  time,  when  there  is  so  strong  a  disposition  to 
be  freed  of  him  as  of  an  incun^rance.  run  into  the  perilous  extremes  of  servile  ccmw 
These  instances,  a  few  amcMig  many,  are  pUance  or  tuild  popularity.    To  unite  circum- 
produced  as  an  answer  to  the  insinuation  of  ^jiection  with  vigour,  is  absdutely  necessary  ; 
his   having   pursued   hi^  popular  courses,  l>ut  it  is  extremely  difficult.    We  are  now 
which    in  his  late  book  he  has  abandoned.  niendl)er8  for  a  rich  commercial  city ;  this  city. 
Perhaps  in  his  whde  life  he  has  nevor  omitted  however,  is  but  part  of  a  rich  commercial  nct^ 
a  fiur  occasion,  with  whatever  riak  to  him  of  tion^  the  interests  of  which  are  various,  muUi' 
oUoqi^  as  an  individual,  with  whatever  detfi-  form,  and  intricate.    We  are  members  &a 
nent  to  his  interest  as  a  member  of  opposition,  that  great  nation  which,  however,  is  itself  but 
to  assert  the  very  same  doctrines  which  appear  a  part  of  a  great  empire ,  extended  by  our  virtue 
in  diat  book.     £te  told  the  house,  upon  an  and  our  fortune  to  die  &rthest  limits  of  the  east 
iniportant  occasion,  and  {nretty  eajiy  in  his  and  of  the  west.    AU  diese  wide-spread  ii»- 
Mrvice,  that  ''being  warned  by  the  iD  effect  terests  must  be  considered;  must  be  compared,* 
«f  s  contrary  procedure  in  great  exan^es,  he  UMist  be  reconciled,  if  possible.    We  are  mem- 
had  taken  faia  ideoa  of  IRiierty  very  low ;  in  hers  for  a  free  country ;  and  surely  we  all 
onler  that  tbej  jboukl  stack  to  hhn,  and  that  know  that  the  machine  of  a  free  constitution  ia 
he  migjbt  frtidc  to  dwm  to  the  tmA  of  his  life."  no  simple  thing ;  but  as  inbrica/tej  and  as  de^ 
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eaUf  as  it  is  valuable.    We  are  members  in  a  leaders  it  is  impossJliIe  to  say.    As  fiu-  as  a 

great  and  ancient  monabcht  ;  and  toe  mtixt  man,  so  locked  up  as  Dr.  Franklin,  could  be 

vreserve  religiously  tite  true  legal  rights  of  the  expected  to  communicate  his  ideas,  I  believe 

9overeignj  wfiich  form  the  keystone  that  binds  he  opened  them  to  Mr.  Burke.    It  was,  I 

together  Uu  noble  and  well-constructed  arch  of  think,  the  very  day  before  he  set  out  for  Ame- 

mtr  empire  and  our  constitution.    A  constitu-  rica,  that  a  very  long  conversation  passed  be- 

tion  made  up  ci  balanced  powers,  must  ever  be  tween  them,  and  with  a  greater  air  of  openness 

a  critical  thing.    As  such  I  mean  to  touch  <m  the  doctor's  side  than  Mr.  Burke  had  ob- 

that  part  of  it  which  comes  within  my  reach."  served  in  him  before.    In  this  discourse  Dr. 

In  this  manner  Mr.  Burke  spoke  to  his  Franklin  lamented,  and  with  apparent  sincer- 

ronstituentB  seventeen  years  ago.    He  spoke,  ity,  the  separation  which  he  feared  was  inevN 

pot  like  a  partizan  of  (Hie  particular  member  tab\e  between  Grreat  Britain  and  her  colonies, 

of  our  c(mstitution,  but  as  a  penKm  strongly.  He  certainly  spoke  of  it  as  an  event  which  gave 

and  on  principle,  attached  to  them  all.     He  him  the  greatest  omcem.    America,  he  said, 

thought  these  great  and  essential  members  would  never  again  see  such  happy  days  as  she 

ought  to  be  preserved,  and  preserved  each  in  had  passed  under  the  protection  o(  En^and. 

its  place  ;  and  that  the  m(niarchy  ought  not  He  observed,  that  ours  was  the  only  instance 

only  to  be  secured  in  its  peculiar  existence,  of  a  great  empire,  in  which  the  most  distant 

but  in  its  pre-eminence  too,  as  the  presiding  parts  and  members  had  been  as  well  governed 

and  connecting  principle  of  the  whole.     Let  it  as  the  metropdis  and  its  vicinage :  but  that 

be  considered,  whether  the  language  of  his  the  Americans  were  going  to  lose  the  means 

book,  printed  in  1790,  differs  JBrtun  his  speech  which  secured  to  them  this  rare  and  precious 

at  Bristol,  in  1774.  advantage.    The  question  with  them  was  not 

With  equal  justice  his  opiniotis  oft  the  whether  they  were  to  remain  as  they  had  been 

American  war  are  introduced,  as  if  in  his  late  before  the  trouUea,  fix  better,  he  showed,  they 

work  he  had  belied  his  conduct  and  opinions  in  could  not  hope  to  be ;  but  whether  they  were 

the  debates  which  arose  upon  that  great  event,  to  give  up  so  happy  a  situation  without  a 

On   the  American  war  he  never  had  any  struggle  ?    Mr.  Burke  had  several  other  caa- 

opinions  which  he  has  seen  occasion  to  retract,  versations  with  him  about  that  time,  in  none 

or  which  he  has  ever  retracted.    He,  indeed,  ot  which,  soured  and  exasperated  as  his  mind 

differs  essentially  from  Mr.  Fox  as  to  the  certainly  was,  did  he  discover  any  other  wish 

cause  of  that  war.  Mr.  Fox  has  been  pleased  in  favour  of  America  than  for  a  security  to  its 

to  say,  that  the  Americans  rebelled,  "  because  ancient  conditicm.    Mr.  Burke's  conversation 

diey  thought  they  had  not  enjoyed  liberty  with  other  Americans  was  large  indeed,  and 

ttioa^."    This  cause  of  the  war  from  Mm  I  his  inquiries  extensive  and  diligent.   Trusting 

have  heard  for  the  first  time.    It  is  true  that  to  the  result  of  all  these  means  of  information, 

those  who  stimulated  the  nation  to  that  mea-  but  trusting  much  more  in  the  public  presump- 

eure,  did  frequently  ui^  this  topic.     They  live  indications  I  have  just  referred  to,  and  to 

eontended,  that  the  Americans  had,  fi^m  the  the  reiterated    solemn  declarations  of  their 

beginning,  aimed  at  independence ;  that  from  assemblies,  he  always  firmly  believed  that 

lh<$  beginning  they  meant  wholly  to  throw  off  tiiey  were  purely  on  the  defensive  in  that  r&- 

the  audiority  q£  the  crown,  and  to  break  their  belUon.     He    considered  the  Americans  as 

connecticm  with  the  parent  country.  This  Mr.  standing  at  that  time,  and  in  that  controversy, 

Burke  never  believed.    When  he  moved  his  in  the  same  relation  to  England,  as  England 

tecond  conciliatory  proposition  in  the  year  did  to  king  James  the  Second,  in  1688.    He 

1776,  he  entered  into  the  discussion  of  this  bdieved,  that  they  had  taken  up  arms  fit)m  ono 

point  at  very  great  lengA ;  and  fixnn  nine  motive  only ;  that  is,  our  attempting  to  tax 

■everal  heads  c£  presumption,  endeavoured  to  them  without  their  consent ;  to  tax  them  for 

prove  the  diarge  up<»i  that  people  not  to  be  the  purposes  of  maintaining  civil  and  military 

true.  establi^ments.    If  this  attempt  of  ours  could 

If  the  principles  of  all  he  has  said  and  wrote  have  been  practically  established,  he  thought 

on  the  occasion,  be  viewed  with  common  tem-  with  them,  that  their  assemblies  would  become 

per,  the  gentlemen  of  the  par^  wiD  perceive,  totaUy  useless ;  that  under  the  system  of  pdicy 

-Aat  on  the  supposition  that  the  Americans  had  which  was   then    pursued,    the    Americans 

rebelled  merely  in  order  to  enlarge  their  liberty,  could  have  no  sort  of  security  for  their  laws  ot 

'  Mr.  Burke,  would  have  thought  Very  differendy  liberties,  or  for  any  part  of  them ;  and,  that  the 

of  the  American  cause.    What  mi^t  have  very  circumstance  df  our  freedom  wouU  have 

been  in  the  secret  tbooghti  of  some  of  their  augmented  the  wif^iai their  slavery. 
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Considering  the  Americans  on  that  (kfen-^  late  minister,'''  has  been  brou^t  up  against 

tive  footing,  he  tfiought  Great  Britain  ought  him.     That  passage  contained  a  lamentation 

instantly  10  have  dosed  with  them  by  the  re-  for  the  loss  of  monarchy  to  the  Americans, 

peal  of  the)  titxing  lict.   He  was  (^opinion  that  after  they  had  separated  fix>m  Great  Britain. 

our  general  rights  over  that  country  would  He  thought  it  to  be  unseasonable,  ill  judged, 

have  been  preserved  by  this  timely  conces-  and  iU  sorted  with  the  circumstances  of  all  the 

sioD.*    When,  instead  o(  this,  a  Boston  port  parties.    Mr.  Burice,  it  seems,  considered  it 

bill,  a  Massachusett's  charter  bill,  a  Fishery  ridiculous  to  lament  the  loss  of  some  monarch 

bm,  an  Intercourse  bill,  I  know  not  how  many  or  other  to  a  rebel  people,  at  the  moment  they 

hostile  bills  rushed  out  like  so  many  ten:9est8  had  for  ever  quitted  their  allegiance  to  theirs 

from  aH  points  of  the  oonq)ass,  and  were  ao-  and  our  sovereign ;  at  the  time  when  they  had 

C(HDpanied  first  with  great  fleets  and  armies  of  broken  off  all  c(xmection  with  this  nation,  and 

En^i^,  and  followed  afterwards  with  great  had  allied  themsdves  with  its  enemies.    He 

bodies  df  foreign  troops,  he  thought  that  their  certainly  must  have  thought  it  open  to  ridicule : 

cause  grew  daily  better,  because  daily  more  and,  now  that  it  is  recalled  to  his  memory,  (he 

defensive ;  and  that  ours,  because  daily  more  had,  I  believe,  wholly  forgotten  the  circum- 

oflfensive,  grew  daily  worse.    He  therefore,  stance)  he  recollects  that  he  did  treat  it  with 

in  two  motions,  in  two  successive  years,  pro-  some  levity.    But  is  it  a  foir  interforence  fiom 

posed  in  parliament  many  concessions  beycHid  a  jest  on  this  unseasonaUe  lamentation,  that 

what  he  had  reason  to  think  in  the  beginning  of  he  was  then  an  enemy  to  monarchy  either  in 

the  troubles  would  ever  be  seriously  demanded,  this  or  in  any  other  country  ?     The  contrary, 

So  circumstanced,  he  certainly  never  couki  perhaps  ought  to  be  inferred,  if  any  thing  at 

tnd  never  did  wish  die  colonists  to  be  subdued  all  can  be  argued  from  pleasantries  good  or  bad. 

by  arms.   He  was  fully  persuaded,  that  if  such  Is  it  for  this  reason,  or  for  any  thing  he  has 

ithould  be  the  event,  they  must  be  held  in  that  said  or  done  relative  to  the  American  war, 

subdued  state  by  a  great  body  of  standing  that  he  is  to  enter  into  an  alliance,  offiNisive 

forces,  and  perhaps  of  fiNreign  forces.    Ho  was  and  defensive,  with  every  rebellion,  in  every 

itnxigly  of  opini(»l  that  sudi  armies,  first  vie-  country,  under  every  (Circumstance,  and  raised 

torious  over  Englishmen,  in  a  conflict  for  En-  upon  whatever  pretence  ?    Is  it  because  he 

giish  constituticmal  rights  and  privileges,  and  did  not  wish  the  Americans  to  be  subdued  by 

afterwards  habituated  (though  in  America)  to  ums,  that  he  must  be  inconsistent  with  him- 

keep  an  English  people  in  a  state  of  abject  self,  if  he  reprobates  the  omduct  of  those  so- 

sobyection,  wouki  prove  ftital  in  the  end  to  the  cieties  in  England,  who,  alleging  no  one  a<'t  ot 

liberties  of  England  itself;  that  in  the  mean  tyranny  or  oppression,  and  complaining  q£  no 

time  this  military  system  woukl  lie  as  an  op-  hostile  attempt  against  our  ancient  laws,  rights, 

pressive  burthen  upon  the  national  finances ;  and  usages,  are  now  endeavouring  to  work  the 

that  it  would  constantly  breed  and  feed  new  destruction  of  the  crown  of  this  kingdom,  and 

discussions,  fuU  of  heat  and  acrimony,  leading  the  whole  o€  its  constitution  ?    Is  he  obliged, 

pOMibly  to  a  new  series  of  wars ;  and  that  fit>m  the  concessions  he  wished  to  be  made  to 

foreign  powers,  whilst  we  cmitinued  in  a  state  the  colonies,  to  keep  any  terms  with  those 

at  once  burthened  and  distracted,  must  at  clubs  and  federations,  who  hoU  out  to  us  as  a 

length  ^tain  a  decided  superiority  over  us.  pattern   for    imitation,    the   proceedings    in 

On  what  part  of  his  late  publicatian,  or  on  what  France,  in  which  a  king,  who  had  voluntarily 

exjNpessioa  that  might  have  escaped  him  in  and  formally  divested  himself  of  the  right  of 

fluit  w(Mrk  is  any  man  authorized  to  charge  Mr.  taxation,  and  of  all  other  species  of  arbitrary 

Burke  with  a  contradiction  to  the  line  of  his  power,  has  been  dethroned  ? — Is  it  because 

conduct,  and  to  the  current  of  his  doctrines  on  Mr.  Burke  wished  to  have  America  rather 

the  American  war  1    The  pamphlet  is  in  the  conciliated  than  vanquished,   that  he   must 

hands  of  his  accusers,  let  them  point  out  the  wish  well  to  the  army  of  republics  which  are 

passage  if  they  can.  set  up  in  France ;  a  country  wherein  not  the 

Indeed,  the  autfacH'  has  been  well  sifted  and  people,  but  the  monarch,  was  wholly  on  the 

scrutinized  by  his  friends.    He  is  even  called  defensive  (a  poor,  indeed,  and  foeble  defensive) 

to  an  account  for  every  jocular  and  light  ex-  to  preserve  some  fragments  of  the  royal  autho* 

pression.    A  ludicrous  picture  whidi  he  made  rity  against  a  determined  and  desperate  body 

with  regard  to  a  passage  in  the  speech  of  a  of  conspirators,  whose  oligect  it  was,  with 

whatever  certainty  of  crimes,  with  whatever 

*  See  his  speech  on  American  taxation,  the 

9th  of  April,  1774.  *  Lord  Lansdown. 
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hazard  of  war,  and  every  other  species  of  ca-  is  inferable  &<Mn  these  premises.    If  the  horrcH' 

lamity,  to  annihilate  the  whole  of  that  autho-  of  the  excesses  c£  an  absolute  monarchy  fiir- 

rity ;  to  level  all  ranks,  orders,  and  distinctions  nishes  a  reason  for  abdishing  it,  no  monarchy 

in  the  state ;  and  utterly  to  destroy  property,  once  absolute  (all  have  been  so  at  one  period 

not  more  by  their  acts  than  in  their  principles?  or  other)  could  ever  be  limited.    It  must  be 

Mr.  Burke  has  been  also  reproached  with  destroyed ;  otherwise  no  way  could  be  £>und 

ao  inconsistency  between  his  late  writings  and  to  quiet  the  fears  of  those  who  were  formerly 

his  foaoer  ctmauct,  because  he  had  proposed  subjected  to  that  sway.    But  the  principle  oi 

in  parliament  several  ecop(»iical,  leading  to  Mr.  Burke's  proceeding  ought  to  lead  him  ta 

several  c(Mistitutional   reforms.    Mr.   Burke  a  very  different  condusion ; — to  this  conclu* 

thought,  with  a  majority  of  the  house  of  cob^  sion, — ^theit  a  monarchy  is  a  thing  perfectly 

BKns,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  at  one  susceptible  of  reform ;  perfectly  susceptible  of 

time  was  too  great ;  but  after  his  majesty  had  a  balance  of  power ;  and  that,  when  reformed 

by  a  gracious  message,  and  several  subsequent  and  balanced,  for  a  great  country,  it  is  the  best 

acts  of  parliament,  reduced  it  to  a  standard  of  all  governments.      The  example  of  our 

which  satisfied  Mr.  Fox  himself,  and,  appa-  country  might  have  led  France,  as  it  has  led 

rently  at  least,  contented  whoever  wished  to  go  him,  to  perceive  that  mcxiarchy  is  not  only  re- 

fiu^est  in  that  reduction,  is  Mr.  Burke  to  concileaUe  to  liberty,  but  that  it  may  be  ren- 

aUow  that  it  would  be  right  for  us  to  proceed  dered  a  great  and  stable  security  to  its  perpetual 

to  indefinite  l<Migths  upon  that  subject  ?  that  it  enjoyment.   No  correctives  which  he  proposed 

would,  ther^ore,  be  justifiable  in  a  people  to  the  power  of  the  crown  could  lead  him  to 

owing  allegiance  to  a  monarchy,  and  prc^essing  approve  (^a  plan  of  a  repuUic  (if  so  it  may  be 

to  maintain  it,  not  to  redvcef  but  wholly  to  reputed)  which  has  no  correctives,  and  which 

take  mvay  all  prerogative,  and  all  influence  he  bdieves  to  be  incapable  of  admitting  any. 

whatsoever  ?-^Mu8t  his  having  made,  in  vir-  No  principle  of  Mr.  Burke's  conduct  or  wri- 

tue  ofa.  plan  of  economical  regulation,  areduc-  tings  oUiged  him,  from  consistency,  to  become 

ti<m  of  the  influence  of  the  crown,  compel  him  ajd  advocate  for  an  exchange  of  mischiefs  ;  no 

to  allow,  that  it  would  be  nght  in  the  French  principle  of  his  could  compel  him  to  justify  the 

or  in  us  to  bring  a  king  to  so  abject  a  state,  as  setting  up  in  the  place  of  a  mitigated  monarchy, 

in  fonction  not  to  be  so  respectaUe  as  an  under-  a  new  and  far  more  despotic  power,  under 

riieriff,  but  in  person  not  to  differ  from  the  which  there  is  no  trace  of  liberty,  except  what 

c<mditi<»i  of  a  mere  prisoner  ?    One  would  appears  in  confusion  and  in  crime, 
think  that  such  a  thing  as  a  medium  had  never        Mr.  Burke  does  not  admit  that  the  &ctioir 

been  heard  of  in  the  moral  worid.  {Nredomina^t  in  France  have  abolished  their 

This  mode  of  arguing  from  your  having  doai&  monarchy  and  the  or4ers  of  their  state ,  from  any 

emy  thing  in  a  certain  line,  to  the  necessity  of  dread  of  arbitrary  power  that  lay  heavy  on  the 

dokig  every  thing,  has  pditical  consequences  minds  of  the  people.    It  is  not  very  long  since 

of  other  moment  thani  those  (^  a  logical  &Uacy.  he  has  been  in  that  country.     Whilst  there  he 

If  no  inan  can  ^jropose  an^  diminution  or  mo-  conversed  with  many  descriptions  of  its  inha- 

dification  of  an  invidious  or  dangerous  power  bitants.    A  fow  perscms  of  rank  did,  he  allows, 

or  iiifluence  in  government,  wi^out  entitling  discover  strong  and  noanifest  tokens  c^  such  a 

friends  turned  into  adversaries,  to  argue  him  spirit  of  liberty,  as  might  be  expected  pne  day 

into  the  destruction  of  all  prerogative,  and  to  a  to  break  all  bounds.     Sudi  gentlemen  have 

Bpoliation  of  the  whole  patronage  of  royalty,  I  since  had  more  reason  to  repent  of  their  want 

do  not  know  what  can  more  effectually  deter  c^  foresight  than  I  hope  any  at  the  same  class 

persons  of  sober  minds  from  engaging  in  any  will  ev^  have  in  this  country.     But  thit}  ^- 

refbrm;  nor  how  the  worst  enemies  to  the  rit  was  &r  from  general  even  aimongst  flie 

liberty  of  the  subject  could  contrive  any  method  gentlemen.    As  to  the  lower  orders  and  those 

more  fit  to  bring  all  correctives  on  the  power  a  little  above  them,  in  whose  name  the  preseirt 

of  the  crown  into  suspicion  and  disrepute.  powers  domineer,  they  were  far  fi-om  discover- 

I^  say  his  accusers,  the  dread  of  too  great  ing  any  sort  of  dissatis&ction  with  the  power 

influence  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  could  and  prerogatives  of  the  crown.      That  vain 

justify  the  degree  of  reform  which  he  adopted,  people  were  rather  proud  of  them:  they  rather 

the  dread  of  a  return  under  the  despotism  of  a  despised  the  English  for  not  having  a  monarch 

monarchy  might  justify  the  people  of  France  possessed  of  auch  high  and  perfect  authority, 

in  going  much  further,  and  reiducing  monarchy  They  had  felt  nothing  from  iMtres  de  Cachet, 

io  its  present  nothing.    Mr.  Burke  does  not  The  Bastile  could  inspire  no  horrors   into 

allow,  that  a  sufiicient  argument  ad  hominem  them.    This  was  a  treat  for  their  ^tt^rs. 
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It  was  by  art  and  impulse ;  it  was  by  the  be  wiQ  still  remain,  though  he  may  haw  p6»> 

timber  use  made  <£  a  season  of  scarcity ;  it  pie  who  themselves  run  beyond  Auront  and 

was  under  an  infinitely  diversified  succession  the  Granges,  cry  out,  that  he  is  at  the  eitsemity 

of  wicked  pretences,  wholly  foreign  to  the  of  the  west. 

(piestion  of  monarchy  or  aristocracy,  that  this  In  the  same  debate  Mr.  Burke  was  lepra- 

U^  people  were  inspired  with  their  present  sented  by  Mr.  Fox  as  arguing  in  a  maaav 

ipirit  of  leveOing.    Their  old  vanity  was  led  which  implied  that  the  British  oonstHvitioft 

by  art  to  take  another  turn:  it  was  dazzled  oouU  not  be  defended,  but  by  abusing  all  f»- 

«Qd  seduced  by  military  liveries,  cockades,  publics  ancient  and  modem.    He  said  nothing 

and  epaulets,  until  the  French  populace  was  to  give  the  least  ground  ibr  such  a  oenwisa. 

led  to  become  the  willing,  but  still  the  proud  He  never  abused  all  republics.    He  has  never 

ud  thoughtless    instrument   and  victim  of  profisssed  himself  a  friend  or  an  enemy  to  re- 

ano^er  domination.    Neither  did  tiiat  people  publics  or  to  monardiies  in  the  abstract.    He 

despise,  or  hate,  or  fear  their  nobility.    On  Uie  thought  that  the  circumstances  and  habits  of 

c<»itrary,  they  valued  themselves  on  the  gene-  every  country,  which  it  is  always  perilous  and 

rous  qualities  which  distinguished  the  chiefs  of  productive  of  the  greatest  calamities  to  fbroa, 

their  nation.  are  to  decide  upon  the  form  of  its  government. 

So  &r  as  to  the  attack  on  Mr.  Burke,  in  There  is  nothing  in  his  nature,  bis  temper,  or 

CQosequeDce  of  his  reforms.  his  fitculties,  which  shoukl  make  him  an  SMh* 

To  shew  that  he  has  in  his  last  publication  my  to  any  repuUic  modem  cmt  ancient.    Far 

Bbaodoned  those  principles  of  liberty  which  firom  it.    He  has  studied  the  form  and  spirit  of 

hare  given  energy  to  his  youth,  and,  in  spite  republics  very  eaurly  in  Ufa ;  he  has  studied 

<f  his  censors,  will  afford  repose  and  consola-  thom  with  great  attention ;  and  with  a  mind 

tioa  to  his  declining  age,  those  who  have  undisturbed  by  affection  or  prejudice.    He  is, 

fought  pn^r  in  parliament  to  declare  against  indeed,  convinced  that  the  science  of  govem- 

|us  book,  ought  to  have  produced  something  in  ment  wouki  be  pooriy  cultivated  without  that 

it  which,  direcdy  or  indirectly,  militates  with  study.    But  the  refult  in  his  mind  fimn  that 

u^y  rational  plan  of  fi-ee  government.    It  is  investigation  has  been,  and  is,  that  neither 

MQething  extraordinary,  that   they,  whose  En^and  nor  France,  without  infinite  detriment 

nemories  have  so  well  served  them  with  re-  to  them,  as  well  in  the  event  as  in  the  experi^ 

S^  to  light  and  ludicrous  expressions  which  ment,  could  be  brought  into  a  republican  form^ 

years  had  consigned  to  oblivion,  should  not  but  that  every  thing  republican  which  can  be 

^t  been  aUe  to  quote  a  single  passage  in  a  introduced  with  safety  into  either  of  them, 

piece  80  lately  published,  whidi  contradicts  must  be  built  upon  a  monardiy ;  built  upon  a 

>nj  thing  he  has  formerly  ever  said  in  a  style  real,  not  a  nominal  monarchy,  as  ite  etaeniM 

either  ludicrous  or  serious.    They  quote  his  baaia ;  that  all  sudi  institutions,  whether  ari»* 

Conner  speeches,  and  his  fermer  votes,  but  not  tocratic  or  democratic,  must  originate  from 

ooe  syBable  iirom  the  book.    It  is  ody  by  a  their  crown,  and  in  all  their  proceedings  must 

collation  of  the  one  widi  the  oth«r,  that  the  refer  to  it ;  that  by  the  energy  or  that  main 

^ged  inconsistency  can  be  established.  But  spring  alone  those  rspuUican  parts  must  be  set 

» they  are  unable  to  cite  any  such  contradic-  in  action,  and  fnxn  thence  must  derive  their 

tory  passage,  so  neither  can  they  shew  any  whole  legal  efiect,  (as  amongst  us  they  actuaUy 

tlung  in  tibe  gaaeni  tendency  and  spirit  of  do)    w  the   whcAe  will  fell    into  confusion. 

the  whole  work  un&vourable  to  a  rational  These  republican  members  have  no  other  point 

tnd  generons    qnrit   of  liberty;    unless   a  but  the  crown  in  which  they  can  poanbly 

i^ann  opposition  to  the  qnrit  of  levelling,  unite. 

io  the  sfurit  of  impiety,   to  the   spirit    of  This    is   the  opini<«  expressed    in   Mr. 

proscriptKm,  plunder,  murder,  and  cannibal-  Buriie's  book.    He  has  never  varied  in  that 

iim,  be  adverse  to  the  true  principles  of  firee-  opinion  since  be  came  to  years  of  discretion. 

doa.  But  surely,  if  at  any  time  c£  his  life  he  had 


The  author  of  that  book  is  supposed  to  have  tertained  other  notion8,(which,  however,  he  hall 

passed  from  extreme  to  extreme ;  but  he  has  never  held  or  professed  to  hold)  the  horriUe 

always  k^  himself  in  the  medium.    This  calamities  brought  upon  a  great  people,  by  the 

charge  is  not  so  wondeiiul.    It  is  in  the  n»-  wild  attempt  to  force  their  country  into  a  repuU 

Uire  of  things,  that  they  who  are  in  tho  centre  lie,  might  be  more  than  sufficient  to  undaceivd 

if  a  circle  should  appear  directly  oppoeed  to  his  understanding,  and  to  firee  it  for  ever  from 

those  who  view  them  fimn  any  part  of  the  cir-  such  destructive  fencies.    He  is  certain,  thtt 

curaference.    In  that  vudfAe  point,  however,  many  even  in  Franoe,  have  been  nftde  siefc  4f 
Vol.  n.- 
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dwir  thecHies  by  their  very  saccess  in  realizing  refuses  to  be  rendered  the  means  of  destnio- 

them.  tion. 

To  fortify  the  imputation  of  a  deserticHi  fix>m  I  suppose  that  enough  has  been  said  upon 

his  princifdes,  his  constant  attempts  to  reform  these  heads  of  accusation.    One  more  I  had 

abuses,  have  been  brought  forward.   It  is  true,  nearly  forgotten,  but  I  shall  so(m  dispatch  it. 

it  has  been  the  business  of  his  strength  to  re-  The  author  of  the  ReflecticNis,  in  the  apemn^ 

form  abuses  in  government ;  and  his  last  foeble  of  the  last  pariiament,  entered  on  the  journals 

efforts  wn  employed  in  a  strug^e  against  of  the  house  cf  comnxxis  a  motion  for  a  r»- 

tfiem.    Politically  he  has  lived  in  that  ele-  monstrance  to  the  crown,  which  is  substantially 

ment ;  politically  he  will  die  in  it.    Before  he  a  defence  (^the  preceding  parliament,  that  had 

departs,  I  will  admit  for  him  that  he  deserves  been  dissolved  onder  displeasure.     It  is  a  de- 

■to  have  all  his  titles  of  merit  brought  forth,  as  fonee  of  Mr.  Pox.    It  is  a  defence  oS  the 

they  have  been,  for  grounds  of  eondenmatioB,  Whigs.   By  what  connecticm  of  argument,  by 

if  one  word,  justifying  or  suf^rting  abuses  of  what  association  of  ideas,  this  apology  for  Mr. 

any  sort,  is  to  be  found  in  that  book  which  has  Fox  and  his  party  is,  by  him  and  them,  brought 

kindled  so  mudi  indignation  in  the  mind  of  a  to  criminate  his  and  their  apologist,  I  cannot 

^reat  man.    On  the  contrary,  it  spares  no  ex-  easily  divine.    It  is  true,  that  Mr.   Burke 

isting  abuse.    Its  very  purpose  is  to  make  received  no  previous  encouragement  from  Mr. 

war  with  abuses ;  not,  iiideed,  to  make  war  Fox,  nor  any  the  least  countenance  or  support 

with  the  dead,  but  with  those  which  live,  and  at  the  time  when  the  motion  was  made,  from 

flourish,  and  reign.  him  or  from  any  gentleman  df  the  party,  one 

The  purpose  for  whidi  the  abuses  (^  govern-  only  excepted,  from  whose  friendship,  on  that 
ment  are  brou^t  into  view,  forms  a  very  ma-  and  on  other  occasi(»is,  he  derives  an  hcnoui 
terial  consideraticxi  in  the  mode  of  treating  to  which  he  must  be  dull  indeed  to  be  insen- 
them.     The  complaints  of  a  friend  are  things  sible.*     If  that  remonstrance  therefore  was  a 
very  different  from  the  invectives  of  an  enemy,  folse  or  foeble  defence  of  the  measures  of  the 
Tho  diarge  of  abuses  on  the  late  m(»iarchy  of  party,  they  were  in  no  wise  affected  by  it.  It 
France,  was  not  intended  to  lead  to4ts  reform-  stands  on  the  journals.     This  secures  to  it  a 
ation,  but  to  justify  its  destruction.     They  permanence  which  the  author  cannot  expect  to 
who  have  raked  into  all  history  for  the  foults  any  other  work  of  his.    Let  it  speak  for  itself 
of  kings,  and  who  have  aggravated  every  fault  to  the  present  age,  and  to  all  posterity.     The 
they  luive  found,  have  acted  consistently  ;  be-  party  had  no  concern  in  it ;  and  it  can  never  be 
cause  they  acted  as  enemies.    No  man  can  be  quoted  against  them.    But  in  the  late  debate 
a  friend  to  a  tempered  monarchy  who  bears  a  it  was  produced,  not  to  clear  the  par^  from  an 
decided  hatred  to  monarchy  itself.    He  who,  improper  defence  in  which  they  had  no  share, 
at  the  present  time,  is  fevourable  or  even  fair  but  for  the  kind  purpose  of  insinuating  an  in- 
to that  system,  must  act  towards  it  as  towards  c<Hisistency  between  the  principles  of  Mr. 
a  friend  with  frailties,  who  is  under  the  prose-  Burke's  defence  c^  the  dissolved  parliament, 
cuticHi  of  implacable  foes.    I  think  it  a  duty  in  and  those  on  whidi  he  proceeded  in  his  late 
that  case,   not  to  inflame  the  public  mind  Reflections  on  France, 
against  the  obnoxious  person,  by  any  exagge-  It  requires  great  ingenuity  to  make  out  sudi 
ration  of  his  foults.    It  is  our  duty  rather  to  a  parallel  between  the  two  cases,  as  to  found  a 
palliate  his  errors  and  defects,  or  to  cast  them  charge  of  inccmsistency  in  the  principles  as- 
into  the  shade,  and  industriously  to  bring  for-  sumed  ia  arguing  the  one  and    the  other, 
ward  any  good  qualities  diat  he  may  happen  What  relation  had  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill  to  the 
to  possess.      But  when  the  man  is  to  bo  axistituticm  of  France  ?    What  relation  had 
vnended,  and  by  amendment  to  be  preserved,  that  c(xistituti(ni  of  the  question  of  right,  in  i 
ihea  the  line  q£  duty  takes  another  direction,  house  of  commons,  to  give  or  to  withhoM  iti 
When  his  safety  is  effectually  provided  for,  it  confidence  from  ministers,  and  to  state  that 
thai  becomes  the  office  of  a  friend  to  urge  his  opinion  to  the  crown  ?   Wliat  had  this  discus* 
fiiults  and  vices  with  all  the  energy  of  enlight-  sion  to  do  with  Mr.  Burke's  idea  in  1784,  of 
ened  affection,  to  paint  them  in  their  most  vivid  the  ill-consequences  which  must  in  the  end 
colours,  and  to  bring  the  moral  patient  to  a  arise  to  the  crown  fix>m  setting  up  the  commons 
better  habit.    Thus  I  think  with  regard  to  at  large  as  an  opposite  interest  to  the  oommoM 
itidividuals ;  thus  I  think  with  regard  to  an-  in  parliament  ?    What  has  this  discussion  to 
cient  and  respected  governments  and  orders  do  with  a  recorded  warning  to  the  pe<^,  of 
of  men.     A  spirit  oif  reformation  is  never 
man  connstent  with   itself,  than  when  it  ♦  Mr.  Windham. 
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tiwir  raahly  forming  a  precipitate  judgment  &cilitato  the  ruin  of  the  ciril ;  Maie  wooU 

•gainst  their  representatives  ?  What  had  Mr.  destroy  the  house  of  commons  throu^  the 

Barkers  opinion  cf  the  danger  of  introducing  crown ;  some  the  crown  throu^  the  house  of 

new  theoretic  language  unknown  to  the  records  commcms ;  and  some  wouU  oyertum  both  the 

of  the  kingdom,  and  calculated  to  excite  vexa-  one  and  the  other  through  what  they  call  the 

tioos  questions,  into  a  parliamentary  proceed-  people.    But  I  believe  that  this  injured  writer 

iiig,  to  do  with  the  French  assembly,  which  will  think  it  not  at  all  inconsistent  with  hia 

ddSes  all  precedent,  and  [rfaces  its  whole  ^ory  present  duty,  or  with  his  former  life,  strenu- 

in  realizing  what  had  been  thought  the  most  ously  to  oppose  all  the  various  partizana  of 

naooary  ^eories  ?  What  had  this  in  common  destruction,  let  them  begin  where,  or  when,  or 

with  the  abolitioQ  of  the  French  uKMUuchy,  or  how  they  will.    No  man  woukl  set  his  &oe 

with  the  principles  upon  which  the  English  more  determinedly  against  those  who  diould 

Mfolation  was  justified ;  a  revolution  in  which  attempt  to  deprive  them,  or  any  description  of 

parliament,  in  all  its  acts  and  all  its  declara-  men,  of  the  rights  they  possess.    No  man 

tioos,  religioosiy  adheres  to  "  the  form  of  sound  would  be  more  steady  in  preventing  them  finom 

wocds,"  without  excluding  Srom  private  discus-  abusing  those  rights  to  the  destruction  of  that 

lions,  such  terms  ci"  art  as  may  serve  to  con-  happy  onler  under  which  they  enjoy  them.   Aa 

duct  an  inquiry  for  which  none  but  private  to  their  title  to  any  thing  further,  it  ought  to  be 

persons  are  respcmsible  ?     These  were  the  grounded  on  the  proof  Uiey  give  of  the  saietj 

f       topics  of  Mr.  Burke's  proposed  remonstrance;  with  which  power  may  be  trusted  in  their 

b|     iHof  vHiich  topics  suppose  the  existence  and  hands.    YIHien  they  attempt  without  disguise, 

I*      mutoal  rdation  of  our  three  estates ;  as  well  as  not  to  win  it  from  our  aflTections,  but  to  force 

3      the  relation  of  the  East  India  company  to  the  it  from  our  fears,  they  shew,  in  the  character  of 

fti      crown,  to  parliament,  and  to  the  peculiar  laws,  their  means  of  obtaining  it,  the  use  they  woukl 

a      ngiits,  and  usages  of  the  people  of  Hindostan.  make  of  their  dominion.    That  writer  is  too 

9      What  reference,  I  say,  had  diese  topics  to  the  well  read  in  men,  not  to  know  how  often  the 

I;      OQQstitutian  of  France,  in  which  there  is  no  desire  and  design  of  a  tyrannic  domination 

1      king,  no  lords,  no  omimons,  no  India  company  lurks  in  the  claim  of  an  extravagant  liberty. 

t      toinjureor  support,  no  Indian  empire  to  govern  Perhaps  in  the  beginning  it  always  displays 

«i      or  oppress?    What  relation  had  all  or  any  of  iteelf  in  that  manner.    No  man  has  ever  af^ 

b      these,  or  any  question  which  could  arise  be-  fected  power  which  he  did  not  hope  from  the 

bi      tween  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  and  die  &vour  of  the  existing  government,  in  any  other 

If      privileges  of  parliament,  with  the  censure  of  mode. 

a      those  &ctioua  persons  in  Great  Britein,  whom  The  attacks  on  the  author's  consistency  re- 
rt.      Mr.  Buriie  states  to  be  engaged,  not  in  favour  lative  to  France,  are  (however  grievous  they 
i»|    of  privilege  against  prerogative,  or  of  preroga-  may  be  to  his  feelings)  in  a  great  degree  ex- 
L'  f    tire  against  privilege,  but  in  an  open  attempt  ternal  to  him  and  to  us,  and  comparatively  of 
X I     Against  our  crown,  and  our  parliament ;  against  little  moment  to  the  people  of  England.     The 
ib;     our  constitution  in  church  and  state ;  against  substantial  charge  upon  him  is  concerning  his 
I     all  the  parte  and  orders  which  compose  the  one  doctrines  relative  to  the  revolution  of  1688. 
ij     and  the  other  ?  Here  it  is,  that  they  who  speak  in  the  name  of 
' '        No  persons  were  more  fiercely  active  against  the  party  have  thought  proper  to  censure  him 
Mr.  Fox,  and  against  the  measures  a£  the  the  most  loudly,  and  with  the  greatest  asperity, 
hoose  of  comm(ms  dissolved  in  1784,  which  Here  they  fasten;  and,  if  they  are  right  in 
Mr.  Burke  defends  in  that  remonstrance,  than  their  &ct,  with  sufficient  judgment  in  their 
■ereral  <^  those  revolution-makers,  whom  Mr.  selection.    If  he  be  guilty  in  this  point  he  ia 
Burke  condemns  alike  in  his  remcHlstrance,  equally  blameable,  whether  he  is  ctMisistent  or 
and  in  his  bqok.    These  revdutioniste,   in-  not.    If  he  endeavours  to  delude  his  country- 
deed,  may  be  well  diought  to  vary  in  their  men  by  a  false  representation  of  the  spirit  of 
conduct.    He  is,  however,  &r  fit>m  accusing  that  leading  event,  and  of  the  true  nature  and 
them,  in  this  variati(Hi,  of  the  smallest  degree  tenure   of  the  government  formed  in  conse* 
of  inconsistency.    He  is  persuaded,  that  Uiey  quence  of  it,  he  is  deeply  responsible  ;  he  is  an 
ire  totaDy  indifferent  at  which  end  they  begin  enemy  to  the  free  constitution  of  the  kingdom. 
the  demolition  of  the  constitution. — Some  are  But  he  is  not  s^ilty  in  any  sense,  I  maintain 
for  commencing  their  operations  with  the  de-  that  in  his  Reflections  he  has  stated  the  revo- 
atraetion  of  the  civil  powers,  in  order  the  bet-  luti(m  and  the  settlement  upon  their  true  prin- 
ter to  pun  down  the  ecclesiastical ;  somQ  wish  ciples  of  legal  reason  and  comtitutional  policy, 
to  begin  with  the  eoclenatftkali  in  order  to  Hh  aut£aritiefl  are  the  acts  and  dedarationi 
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of  parliament  given  in  &eir  proper  words.  So  in  the  kingdom.  To  put  himself  out  of  th« 
&r  as  these  go,  nothing  can  be  added  to  what  way  of  the  negociations  which  were  then  car- 
he  has  quoted.  The  question  is,  whether  he  rying  on  very  eagerly,  and  through  many 
has  understood  them  rightly.  I  think  they  channels,  with  the  earl  of  Chatham,  he  went 
speak  plain  enough.  But  we  must  now  see  to  Ireland  very  socoi  after  the  change  of  minis* 
whether  he  proceeds  with  other  authority  than  try,  and  did  not  return  until  the  meeting  cf 
his  own  c(X)structions ;  and  if  he  does,  on  what  parliament.  He  was  at  that  time  free  from  any 
sort  of  authority  he  {Nroceeds.  In  this  part,  his  thing  which  looked  like  an  engagement.  Hb 
defence  will  not  be  made  by  argument,  but  by  was  further  free  at  the  desire  of  his  friends^ 
wager  of  law.  He  takes  his  compurgators,  for  the  very  day  of  his  return,  the  marquis  of 
his  vouchers,  his  guarantees,  along  with  him.  Rockingham  wished  him  to  accept  an  cmpby- 
I  know,  that  he  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a  m^it  under  the  new  system.  He  believes  he 
justification  [uroceeding  on  general  reasons  of  might  have  had  such  a  situaticm ;  but  again  he 
policy.  He  must  be  defended  on  party  cheerfully  took  his  fate  with  the  party, 
grounds  too ;  or  his  cause  is  not  so  tenable  as  It  would  be  a  serious  imputation  upon  the 
I  wish  it  to  appear.  It  must  be  made  out  for  prudence  of  my  friend,  to  have  made  even 
him,  not  only,  that  in  his  constnicticn  of  such  trivial  sacrifices  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
these  public  acts  and  monuments  he  coor  make,  for  principles  which  he  did  not  truly 
forms  himself  to  the  rules  of  fair,  legal,  and  embrace,  or  did  not  perfectly  understand.  In 
logical  interpretation ;  but  it  must  be  proved  either  case  the  fi^y  would  have  been  great, 
that  his  construction  is  in  perfect  harmony  The  question  now  is,  whether,  when  he  first 
with  that  c£  the  ancient  whigs,  to  whom,  practically  professed  whig  principles,  he  under- 
against  the  sentence  of  the  modems,  on  his  stood  what  principles  he  professed ;  and  inrhe- 
part,  I  here  appeal.  ther  in  his  book,  he  has  friithfully  expressed 

This  July,   it  will  be  twenty-six  years*  them, 
since  he  became  connected  with  a  man  whose  When  he  entered  into  the  whig  party,  he 
memory  will  ever  be  precious  to  Englishmen  did  not  conceive  that  they  pretend^  to  any 
of  all  parties,  as  long  as  the  ideas  of  honour  discoveries.     They  did  not  afi*ect  to  be  better 
and  virtue,  public  and  private,  are  understood  whigs  than   those  who  lived  in  the  days  in 
and  cherished  in  this  nation.     That  memory  which  principle  was  put  to  the  test.     Some  of 
will  be  kept  alive  with  particular  veneration  the  whig^  of  those  days  were  then  living. 
by  all  rational  and  honourable  whigs.    Mr.  They  were  what  the  whigs  had  been  at  tho 
Burke  entered  into  a  connection  with  that  revolution;    what  they  had  been  during  tfao 
party,  through  that  man,  at  an  age,  far  from  reign  of  queen  Anne  ;  what  they  had  been  at 
raw  and  immature ;  at  those  years  when  men  the  accession  of  the  present  royal  family, 
are  all  they  are  ever  likely  to  become ;  when  What  they  were  at  those  periods  is  to  be 
he  was  in  the  prime  and  vigour  of  his  life ;  seen.     It  rarely  happens  to  a  party  to  have  the 
when  the  powers  c^his  understanding,  acccMxl-  opportunity  of  a  clear,  authentic,  recorded  do- 
ing to  their  standard,  were  at  the  best;  his  claraticm  of  their  political  tenets  upon  the  sub- 
memory  exercised ;  his  judgment  formed ;  and  ject  of  a  great  constitutional  event  like  that  cf 
his  reading,  much  fresher  in  the  recollection,  the  revolution.     The  whigs  had  that  opportu- 
and  much  readier  in  the  application,  than  now  nity)  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  they  made  it. 
it  is.     He  was  at  that  time  as  likely  as  most  The  impeachment  of  Dr.  Sacheverel  was  un- 
men  to  know  what  were  whig  and  what  were  dertaken  by  a  whig  ministry  and  a  whig  house 
tory  principles.    He  was  in  a  situation  to  dis-  of  commons,  and  carried  on  before  a  prevalent 
cem  what  scMrt  of  whig  principles  they  enter-  and  steady  majority  of  whig  peers.     It  was 
tained,  with  whom  it  was  his  wish  to  form  an  carried  on  for  the  express  purpose  6t  stating 
eternal  connection.    Foolish  he  would  have  the  true  grounds  and  principles  of  the  revolu- 
been  at  that  time  c£\]£e  (more  foolish  than  any  tion ;  what  the  commons  emphatically  called 
man  who  undertakes  a  public  trust  would  be  their  /bundoHon.    It  was  carried  on  for  the 
thought)  to  adhere  to  a  cause,  which  he,  purpose  of  condenming  the  principles  on  which 
among  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  it,  had  the  revolution  was  first  opposed  and  afterwards 
die  least  sanguine  hopes  of  a  road  to  power.  calumniated,  in  order  by  a  juridical  sentence 

There  are  who  remember,  that  on  the  remo-  of  the  highest  authority  to  confirm  and  fix  whig 

ralof  the  whigs  in  the  year  1766,  he  was  as  principles,  as  they  had  operated  both  in  the 

free  to  choose  another  connection  as  any  man  resistance  to  king  James,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent settlement ;  and  to  fix  them  in  the  ex- 

*  July  17, 1765.  tent  and  with  the  limitations  with  which  it 
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was  meant  they  should  be  understood  by  pos-  diately  (XHiceraed  in  it,  but  does  not  pass  to 

teri^.    The  ministers  and  managers  for  the  posterity.     These  doctrines  concerning  ih» 

commons  w^pe  persons  who  had,  many  of  people  (a  term  which  they  are  fiur  from  accu- 

them,  an  active  share  in  the  revolution.  Most  rately  defining,  but  by  which,  from  many  cir- 

of  them  had  seen  it  at  an  age  capable  of  reflec-  cumstances,  it  is  plain  enough  they  mean  their 

tioiL    The  grand  event,  and  all  the  discus-  own  faction,  if  they  should  grow  by  eariy  arm- 

sioDs  which  led  to  it,  and  followed  it,  were  ing,by  treachery,  or  violence,  into  the  prevails 

flien  alive  in  the  memory  and  conversation  c^  ing  force)  tend,  in  my  c^initm,  to  the  utter 

aA  men.     The  managers  for  the  commons  subversion,  not  only  of  all  government,  in  all 

most  be  mpposed  to  have  spoken  on  that  sub-  modes,  and  to  all  stable  securities  to  rational 

]ect  the  prevalent  ideas  (^the  leading  party  in  freedom,  but  to  all  the  rules  and  principles  of 

the  commons,    and  of  the  whig    ministry.  moraUty  itself. 

Undoubtedly  they  spoke  also  their  own  private  I  assert,  that  the  ancient  whigs  held  doc- 
opinions  ;  and  the  private  opinions  of  such  trines,  totally  different  frt)m  those  I  have  last 
men  are  not  without  weight.  They  were  not  mentioned.  I  assert,  that  the  foundation  laid 
umhratiles  dottareMf  men  who  had  studied  a  down  by  the  commons,  on  the  trial  of  Dr. 
free  ccmstitution  (mly  in  its  anatomy,  and  up<xi  Sacheverel,  for  justifying  the  revdution  of 
dead  systems.  They  knew  it  alive  and  in  1688,  are  the  very  same  laid  down  in  Mr. 
action.  Burke's  Reflections ;  that  is  to  say,^-a  breach 
In  this  proceeding,  the  whig  principles,  as  (^  the  original  contract,  implied  and  expressed 
a{)plied  to  the  revolution  and  settlement,  are  to  in  the  ccmstitution  of  this  country,  as  a  scheme 
be  fiwrnd,  or  they  are  to  be  found  no  where.  I  oS  government  fundamentally  and  inviolably 
wi^  the  \diig  readers  of  this  appeal  first  to  fixed  in  king,  lords,  and  commtms.^That  the 
torn  to  Mr.  Burke's  Reflections  firom  page  49  fundamental  subversion  of  this  ancient  consti- 
to  page  81 ;  and  then  to  attend  to  the  following  tution,  by  one  of  its  parts,  having  been  attempt- 
extracts  fit>m  the  trial  oS  Dr.  Sacheverel.  ed,  and  in  efiect  accomplished,  justified  the 
Afler  this,  they  will  consider  two  things ;  first,  revolution.  That  it  was  justified  only  up<xi  the 
whether  the  doctrine  in  Mr.  Burice's  Reflec-  necessity  of  the  case  ;  as  the  only  means  left 
tioQs  be  c(»isonant  to  fliat  of  the  whigs  of  that  for  the  recovery  of  that  ancient  constitution, 
period ;  and  secondly,  whether  they  choose  to  formed  by  the  original  contract  of  the  British 
abandon  the  principles  which  belcmged  to  the  state  ;  as  well  as  for  the  future  preservation  of 
progenitors  of  some  of  them,  and  to  the  prede-  the  same  government.  These  are  the  points 
cessoTB  of  them  all,  and  to  learn  new  principles  to  be  proved. 

ofwfaiggism,  imported  fit)m  France,  and  dis-  A  general  opening  to  the  charge  against  Dr. 

seminated  in  this  country  from  dissenting  pul-  Sacheverel  was  made  by  the  attorney-general, 

pits,  firom  federaticm  societies,  and  fit>m  the  Sir  John  Montagu :  but  as  there  is  nothing  in 

pan]f)hlets,  vidiich,  (as  containing  the  political  that  opening  speech  which  tends  very  accu- 

creed  of  those  synods)  are  industriously  circu-  rately  to  settle  the  principle  upon  which  the 

lated  in  all  parts  of  the  two  kingdoms.     This  whigs  proceeded  in  the  prosecution,  (the  plan 

is  dieir  affair,  and  they  will  make  their  option,  of  the  speech  not  requiring  it,)  I  proceed  to 

These  new  whigs  hioM,  that  the  sovereignty,  that  of  Mr.  Lechmere,  the  manager,  who  spoke 

whether  exercised  by  one  or  many,  did  not  next  after  him.    The  following  are  extracts, 

only  originate ./^tmi  the  people,  (a  position  not  given,  not  in  the  exact  order  in  which  they 

il»ied,  nor  worth  denying  or  assenting  to)  but  stand  in  the  printed  trial,  but  in  that  which  is 

that,  in  the  people  the  same  sovereignty  con-  thou^t  most  fit  to  bring  the  ideas  of  the  whig 

standy  and  unalienably  resides ;  that  the  people  commons  distinctly  under  our  view, 

nay  lawfully  depose  kings,  not  only  for  mis-  ^ 

induct,  but  without  any  misconduct  at  aU ;  ^^'  i-echmere. 

that  diey  may  set  up  any  new  fiushion  of  go-  <  It  becomes  an  indispensable  duty  upon  us, 

vemraent  for  themselves,  or  continue  without  who  appear  in  the  name  and  on  the  b^alf  of 

any  government  at  their  pleasure ;  Uiat  the  all  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  not  only  to 

people  are  essentially  their  own  rule,  and  their  demand  your  lordships'  justice  on  such  a  crimi« 

win  the  measure  <k  their  conduct ;  that  the  nal  [Dr.  Sacheverel]  bia  clearly  and  openly  to 

tenure  of  magistracy  is  not  a  proper  subject  <^  assert  our  foundations.*    —    —    — 

contract ;    because  magistrates  have  duties,  <  The  nature  of  our  constituti<m  is  that  of  a 

but  DO  ri^ts  ;  and  that  if  a  c<»itract  de  facto  limited  monarchy ;  wherein  the  supreme  power 
is  made  with  tiiem  in  one  age,  allowing  that  it 

bbds  at  aU,  it  only  binds  tlwse  who  are  imme-  ♦  State  Trials,  vol.  v.  p.  8& 
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It  communicated  and  divided  betweeo  queeq,  and  at  the  8am»  time  ^ectuaUy  fecuring  her 

lords,  and  commons ;  though  the  executive  majesty's  government,  and  the  due  aUegianct 

power  and  administration  be  wholly  in  the  of  aU  her  subjects?    —    —    — 

crown.    The  terms  of  such  a  constitution  do  not  '  The  nature  of  such  an  original  contract  of 

only  suppose,  but  express,  an  original  contract  government  proves,  that  there  is  not  only  a 

between  the  cro'A^n  and  the  people ;  by  which  power  in  the  people,  who  have  inherited  this 

that  supreme  power  was  (by  mutual  consent,  freedom,  to  assert  their  own  title  to  it ;  but 

and  not  by  accident)  limited,  and  lodged  in  they  are  bound  in  duty  to  transmit  the  «ame 

more  hands  than  one.    And  the  uniform  pre-  constitution  to  their  posterity  also.' 

urvcUion  of  such  a  constituHon  for  so  many  ♦            ♦            ♦            *             ♦ 

ages,  without  any  fundamental  change,  demons  Mr.  Lechmere  made  a  second  speech.    IS'ot- 

^ates  to  your  lordships  the  continuance  of  the  withstanding  the  clear  and  satisfactory  manner 

same  contract.^    r-r    —    —  in  which  he  delivered  himself  in  his  first  upoii 

'  The  consequences  of  such  a  frame  of  go-  this  arduous  question,  he  thinks  himself  bound 

Yemment  are  obvious.    That  the  laws  are  the  again  distinctly  to  assert  the  same  foundation ; 

rule  to  both ;  the  con^mon  measure  of  the  power  and  to  justify  the  revolution  on  the  case  of  ne* 

of  the  crowi),  ^d  of  the  obedience  of  the  sub-  cessity  only,  upon  principles  perfectly  coincid* 

ject ;  and  if  the  executive  part  endeavours  the  ing  with  those  laid  down  in  Mr.  Burke^s  letter 

tubvernoi^  and  total  destruction  of  the  govern'  on  the  French  affairs. 

mnU,  the  original  contract  is  thereby  brol^e,  and  rEcHM^Mi 

the  right  of  allegiance  ceases;  that  part  of  the  '               " 

government,  thus  fundamentally  injured,  hath  <  Your  lordships  were  acquainted,  in  open- 

a  right  to  save  or  recover  that  constitution  in  ij)g  the  charge,  with  how  great  caution,  and 

idiich  it  had  an  original  interest.'    —    —  with  what  unfeigned  regard  to  her  majesty  and 

*  The  necfissary  means  (which  is  the  phrase  her  government,  and  the  duty  and  allegiance 
used  by  the  commons  in  their  first  article)  are  of  her  subjects,  the  commons  made  use  of  the 
words  made  choice  of  by  them  wUh  the  greatest  words  necessary  means,  to  express  the  resist- 
cauSion.  Those  oceans  are  described  (in  the  ance  that  was  made  use  of  to  bring  about  the 
jMreamUe  to  their  charge)  to  be,  that  ^orious  revolution,  and  with  the  condemning  o£  which 
enterprise,  which  his  l^te  majesty  undertook,  the  doctor  is  charged  by  this  article ;  not  doubt- 
with  an  armed  force,  to  deliver  this  kingdom  ing  but  that  the  honour  and  justice  o€  that  re- 
fix»n  popery  and  arbitrary  power ;  the  concur-  sistance, ^rom  the  necessity  of  that  case,  and  to 
rence  of  many  subjects  of  the  realm,  who  came  which  alone  we  have  strictly  confined  ourselves, 
over  with  him  in  that  enterprise,  and  of  many  when  duly  considered,  would  confirm  and 
others  of  oU  ranks  and  orders,  who  appeared  strengthen,  and  be  understood  to  be  an  effect- 
in  arms  in  many  parts  <^  the  kingdom  in  aid  ual  security  for  an  allegiance  dC  the  subject  to 
of  that  enterprise,  the  crown  of  this  realm,  in  every  other  case 

'  These  were  the  nteans  that  brought  about  where  there  is  not  the  same  necessity ;  and  that 

the  revolution ;  and  which  the  act  that  passed  the  right  of  the  people  to  self-defence,  and  pre 

•90a  after,  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  servation  of  their  liberties,  by  resistance,  as  their 

the  subject,  and  settling  the  succession  of  the  last  remedy,  is  the  result  of  a  case  of  such  ne- 

trwm,  intends,  when  his  late  majesty  is  there-  cessity  only,  and  by  which  Vie  original  contract 

m  called  the  glorious  instrument  of  delivering  between  king  and  people,  is  broke.     This  was 

th$  kingdom ;  and  which  the  commons  in  the  tfie  principle  lead  down  and  carried  through  all 

last  part  of  their  first  article,  express  by  the  that  was  said  unth  respect  to  allegiance  ;  and 

word  rsMtajice.  on  which  foundation,  in  the  name  and  on  the 

*  But  the  commons,  who  will  never  be  unmind-  behalf  of  all  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  we 

fill  of  the  allegianee  of  the  subjects  to  the  eroum  assert  and  justify  that  resistance  by  which  the 

of  this  reahn,  judged  it  highly  incumbent  upon  late  happy  revolution  was  brought  about. ^     — 

them,  out  of  regard  to  the  sc^ety  of  her  majes-  *  It  appears  to  your  lordships  and  the  world, 

tj^s  person  and  government,  and  the  ancient  that  breaking  the  original  contract  between  king 

tmd  legal  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  to  call  and  people,  were  the  words  made  choice  of  by 

that  resistance  the  necessary  means ;  thereby  that  house  oH  commons,  [the  house  of  commons 

plainly  founding  that  power,  right,  and  resist*  which  originated  the  declaration  of  right,]  with 

apce,  which  was  exercised  by  the  people  at  the  the  greatest  deliberation  and  judgment,  and 

time  o£  the  happy  revolution,  and  whidi  the  approved  of  by  your  lordships,  in  that  first  fun- 

^ties  of  setf-preservation  and  religicxi  called  dunental  step  towards  the  re-establishment  qf 

them  to,  ^pon  the  NECESSITY  of  the  caee,  the  government,  which  had  received  so  great  a 
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ihodc  from  the  eril  oounseb  which  had  been 

giren  to  dial  unfortunate  prince.' 

*  4li  ^  ^  * 

Sir  John  Hawles,  another  cf  the  managenii 
follows  the  steps  <^  his  brethren,  positively  a& 
finning  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  to  the 
government  to  be  the  general,  moral,  religious, 
and  political  rule  ibr  the  subject ;  and  justify- 
ing the  revolution  on  the  same  principle  with 
Mr.  Burke,  that  is,  as  on  exception  from  ne- 
cemty.— Indeed  he  carries  the  doctrine  on  the 
general  idea  of  non-resistance  much  further 
than  Mr.  Burke  has  done ;  and  full  as  &r  as  it 
can  peiiu^  be  supported  by  any  duty  of  per- 
fed  obUgcUion;  however  noble  and  heroic  it 
may  be,  in  many  cases,  to  suffer  death  rather 
than  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  our  country. 

SIB   JOHN   HAWLE8.'*' 

'  Certainly  it  must  be  granted,  that  the  doo- 
trioe  that  commands  obedUence  to  the  supreme 
power,  though  in  things  contrary  to  nature, 
even  to  suffer  death,  which  is  the  highest  in^ 
jostice  that  can  be  done  a  man,  rather  than 
make  an  opposition  to  the  supreme  power  [is 
reasonable  ;]t  because  the  death  of  one,  or 
tome  few  private  penKMis,  is  a  less  evil  than 
^stwrbing  the  whole  government;  that  law 
must  needs  be  understood  to  forbid  the  doing 
or  saying  any  thing  to  disturb  the  government ; 
the  rather  because  the  obeying  that  law  cannot 
be  pretended  to  be  against  nature ;  and  the 
(doctor's  refusing  to  obey  that  implicit  law,  is 
the  reason  for  which  he  is  now  prosecuted ; 
though  he  would  have  it  believed,  tiiat  the  reg- 
ion he  is  now  prosecuted,  was  for  the  doctrine 
he  asserted  of  obedience  to  the  supreme  power ; 
which  he  nught  have  preached  as  long  as  he 
pleased,  and  the  commons  would  have  taken 
00  offence  at  it,  if  he  had  stopped  there,  and 
not  have  taken  upon  him,  on  that  pretence  or 
occasion,  to  have  cast  odious  colours  upon  the 

revolution.' 

*  «  >»  «  <|( 

General  Stanhope  was  among  the  mana- 
Ifers :  He  begins  his  speech  by  a  reference  to 
the  opinion  of  his  fellow  managers,  which  be 
h.iped  had  put  beyond  all  doubt  the  limits  and 
qualifications  that  the  commons  had  placed  to 
Uieir  doctrines  concerning  the  revolution ;  yet 
not  satisfied  with  this  general  reference,  after 
condemning  the  principle  of  non-resistance, 

♦  Page  876. 

t  The  words  necessary  to  the  completion  of 
the  sentence  are  wanting  in  the  printed  trial- 
bat  the  construction  of  the  sentence,  as  well  as 
the  foregoing  part  of  the  speech,  justify  the  in* 
nrtion  of  some  such  supplemental  words  as  the 
•oove. 


which  is  asserted  in  die  sermon  viithout  amg 
exception,  and  stating,  that  imder  the  speciom 
pretence  of  preaching  a  peaceable  doctrinei 
Sacheverel  and  the  Jacobites  meant  in  reality 
to  excite  a  rebellion  in  favour  of  the  pretenderi 
he  explicitly  limits  his  ideas  of  resistance  and 
the  boundaries  laid  down  by  his  cdleagues  and 
by  Mr.  Burke. 

GENERAL   STANHOPE. 

'  The  constitution  of  England  is  founded 
upon  compact ;  and  the  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom have,  in  their  several  public  and  private 
capacities,  as  legal  a  tide  to  what  are  their 
rights  by  law,  at  a  prince  to  the  possession  of 
his  crown. 

*  Your  lordships,  and  most  that  hear  me,  urn 
witnesses,  and  must  remember  the  neceniiim 
of  those  times  which  brought  about  the  revohn 
tion :  that  no  other  remedy  was  left  to  preser?n 
our  religion  and  liberties ;  that  reeittanee  wm 
neceasATy,  and  consequently  Just,*  —    —    — 

<  Had  the  doctOT,  in  the  remaining  part  of 
his  sermon,  preached  up  peace,  quietness,  and 
the  like,  and  shewn  how  happy  we  are  under 
her  majesty's  administration,  and  exhorted 
obedience  to  it,  he  had  never  been  called  to 
answer  a  charge  at  your  lordships'  bar.  But 
the  tenour  of  all  his  subsequent  discourse  i» 
one  continued  invective  against  the  govern* 
ment.' 

>ie  'C  >!'  ♦  >» 


M;r.  Walpole  (aflerwards  Sir  Robert) 
one  of  the  managers  on  this  occasion.  He 
was  an  honourable  man  and  a  sound  whig. 
He  was  not,  as  the  Jacobites  and  discontented 
whigs  of  his  time  have  represented  him,  and 
as  ill-informed  people  still  represrat  him,  n 
prodigal  and  corrupt  minister.  They  charged 
him  in  their  libels  and  seditious  conversation* 
as  having  first  reduced  corruption  to  a  systenir 
Such  was  their  cant.  But  he  was  fiir  firon 
governing  by  corruption.  He  governed  by 
party  attachments.  The  charge  ^systematio 
c(MTuption  is  less  applicable  to  him,  peihape, 
than  to  any  minister  who  ever  served  the  crown 
for  so  great  a  length  of  time.  He  gained  over 
very  few  from  the  opposition.  Without  being 
a  genius  of  the  first  class,  he  was  an  intelli- 
gent, prudent,  and  safe  minister.  He  loved 
peace ;  and  he  helped  to  communicate  die 
same  disposition  to  nations  at  least  as  warlikn 
and  restless  as  that  in  which  he  had  the  chief 
direction  of  affairs.  Though  he  served  a  mas- 
ter who  was  fond  of  martial  fame,  he  kept  afl 
the  establishments  very  low.  The  land  tax 
ccMitinued  at  two  shillings  in  the  pound  for  th« 
greater  part  of  his  administration.    The  othor 
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ipposkicMis  were  moderate.     The  profound  in  his  age.    He  was  a  learned,  and  an  dUa 

n^MMe,  the  equal  liber^,  the  firm  protection  of  man ;  full  of  honour,  integrity,  and  public  sp^* . 

JIMt  laws  during  the  long  period  of  his  power,  rit ;  no  lover  of  innovation ;  nor  disposed  to 

ffore  the  (W'incipal  causes  d*  that  prosperity  change  his  solid  principles  for  the  giddy  fiuUon 

ifliich  afterwards  took  such  rapid  strides  to-  of  the  hour.    Let  us  hear  this  whig. 
iHwtds  perfoction ;  and  which  furnished  to  this 

QMion  ability  to  acquire  the  military  glory  siK  jossph  jekti.. 

which  it  has  since  obtained,  as  well  as  to  bear  *  in  clearing  up  and  vindicating  the  justice 

the  burthens,  the  cause  and  consequence  of  of  the  revolution,  which  was  the  second  thing 

that  warlike  reputation.    With  many  virtues,  proposed,  it  is  far  from  the  intent  of  the  com- 

inbUc  and  private,  he  had  his  &ults ;  but  his  nioos,  to  state  the  Umitt  and  bounds  of  the 

fimlts  were  superficial.    A  careless,  coarse,  gnbject's  submission  to  tfie  sovereign.    That 

and  over  femiliar  style  of  discourse,  without  which  the  law  hath  been  wisely  silent  in,  the 

sufficient  regard  to  persons  or  occasions,  and  commons  desire  to  be  silent  in  too ;  nor  wiH 

aa  ahnost  total  want  of  political  decorum,  were  they  put  any  case  of  a  justifiable  resistance, 

the  errours  by  which  he  was  most  hurt  in  the  but  that  of  the  revolution  otAy;  and  they  per- 

psiUic  opinion ;  and  those  through  which  his  guade  themselves  that  the  doing  right  to  thai 

CMmies  obtained  the  greatest  advantage  over  resistance  toiU  be  so  far  from  promoting  popw 

Un.    But  justice  must  be  done.     The  pru-  /or  licence  or  confusion,  that  it  wiU  have  a 

deuce,  steadiness,  and  vigilance  of  that  man,  contrary  ^ect,  and  be  a  means  of  settHng 

j#ined    to    the    greatest    possible  lenity    in  men's  minds  in  the  love  of  and  veneration  for 

his  character  and  his  politics,  preserved  the  the  laws  :  to  rescue  and  secure  which  was  the 

cfown  to  this  royal  fiimily ;  and  with  it,  their  ONLY  aim  and  intention  of  those  concerned  ir 

hnrs  and  liberties  to  this  country.    Walpole  resistance.* 

bad  no  other  plan  of  defence  for  the  revduticHi,  4t  #  ale  #  ♦  ♦ 
than  that  of  the  other  managers,  and  of  Mr.  d,.  Sacheverel's  counsel  defended  him  on 
Burke ;  and  he  gives  fuD  as  little  countenance  this  principle,  namely— that  whilst  he  enforced 
to  any  arbitrary  attempts,  on  the  part  of  rest-  from  the  pulpit  the  general  doctrine  of  non- 
lots  and  fectious  men,  for  fiuming  new  govern-  resistance,  he  was  not  obliged  to  take  notice 
ments  afccording  to  their  &ncies.  of  the  theoretic  limits  which  ought  to  modify 

that  doctrine.  Sir  Josef^  Jekyl,  in  his  reply, 
R.  WALPOLE.  whilst  he  controverts  its  applicaticm  to  the  doc- 
*  Resistance  is  no  where  enacted  to  be  legal,  tor's  defence,  fully  admits  and  even  enforces  the 
but  subjected,  by  all  the  laws  now  in  being,  to  principle  itself,  and  supports  the  revolution  of 
die  greatest  penalties.  It  is  what  is  not,  can-  1688,  as  he  and  all  the  managers  had  done  be- 
not,  nor  ought  ever  to  be  described,  or  affirmed,  fore,  exactly  upon  the  same  grounds  on  which 
in  any  positive  law,  to  be  excusable :  when,  Mr.  Burke  has  built,  in  his  reflections  on  the 
nd  upon  what  never^to-be-expeded  occasions,  French  revolution. 
it  may  be  exercised,  no  man  can  foresee  ;  and  r 

a  aught  never  to  be  thought  of,  but  when  an  «'»  josbph  jektl. 

utier  subversion  of  the  laws  of  the  realm  threat-  *  If  the  Doctor  had  pretended  to  have  stated 

ens  the  whole  frame  of  our  constitution,  and  the  particular  bounds  and  limits  of  non-resist- 

no  redress  can  otherwise  be  hoped  for.    It  ance,  and  toW  the  people  in  what  cases  they 

Jtherefore  does,  and  ought  for  ever  to  stand,  in  might,  or  might  not  resist,  he  would  have  been 

the  eye  and  letter  of  the  law,  as  the  highest  much  to  blame ;  nor  was  cme  word  said  in  the 

qfhtce.    But  because  any  man,  or  party  of  articles,  or  by  the  managers,  as  if  that  was 

men,  may  not,  out  of  folly  or  wantonness,  com-  expected  fix)m  him :  but,  on  the  contrary,  we 

rait  treason,  or  make  their  own  discontents,  ill  heme  insi^d,  that  in  NO  case  can  resistance 

principles,  or  disguised  affecticms  to  another  be  Unoful,  but  in  case  of  extreme  necessity ; 

interest,   a  pretence  to  resist    the  supreme  and  where  the  constitution  cannot  otherwise  be 

power,  win  it  foDow  from  thence  that  the  ut-  preserved ;  and  such  necessity  ought  to  be  plain 

most  necessity  ought  not  to  engage  a  nation  in  and  obvious  to  the  sense  and  judgment  of  the 

its  own  defence,  for  the  preservation  of  the  whole  nation ;  and  this  was  the  case  at  the 

tthole  ?*  revolution.' 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyl  was,  as  I  have  always  The  counsel  for  Dr.  Sacheverel,  in  defend- 

heard  and  believed,  as  nearly  as  any  individual  ing  their  client,  were  driven  in  reality  to  abaiH 

ooald  be,  the  very  itandard  of  whig  principles  don  the  fiindamental  principles  of  hif  doctrinS} 
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ttd  to  ooiifi>c»,  that  aa  exception  to  the  general  such  an  event  as  caused  the  reydution,  to  tei 

doetriae  of  passive  obedience  and   non-re-  up  any  new  formed  government.     The  author 

sistance  did  exist  in  the  case  of  the  revdution.  of  the  Reflections,  I  believe,  thou^t  that  no 

This  the  managers  for  the  commons  considered  man  of  commcm  tmderstanding  oouU  oppose  to 

B8  having  gained  their  cause ;  as  their  having  this  doctrine,  the  ordinary  sovereign  power,  as 

obtained  tfu  tchole  of  what  they  contended  for.  declared  in  the  act  of  queen  Anne.    That  is, 

Theyoongratvteted  themselves  and  the  nation  that  the  kings  or  queens  of  the  realm,  with 

OD  a  civU  victory,  as  glorious  and  as  h(mour-  the  consent  of  parliament  are  competent  to 

ible  as  any  that  had  been  obtained  in  arms  regulate  and  to  settle  the  successicm  of  the 

daring  the  reign  of  triumphs.  crown.   This  power  is,  and  ever  was  inherent 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyl,  in  his  reply  to  Harcourt,  in  the  supreme  sovereignty ;  and  was  not,  as 

tnd  the  other  great  men  who  conducted  the  the  political  divines  vainly  talk,  acquired  by 

cause  hr  the  tory  side,  spoke  in  the  following  the  revolution.    It  is  declared  in  the  old  sta- 

nemorable  terms,  distinctly  stating  the  whde  tute  of  queen  Elizabeth.    Such  a  power  must 

of  idiat  the  whig  house  of  commons  ccmtended  reside  in  the  complete  sovereignty  of  every 

ibr,  m  the  name  of  all  their  constituents :-—  kingdom ;  and  it  is  in  fact  exercised  in  all  of 

them.     But  this  right  c£  covnpeUnce  in  the  Ic- 

SIR  JOSEPH  JEXTL.  gislatUTC,  not  in  the  people,  is  by  the  legisla- 

'  My  lords,  the  oncessions  [the  concessions  ture  itself  to  be  exercised  with  wund  discretioni 

of  SacheverePs   counsel]   are  these : — That  that  is  to  say,  it  is  to  be  exercised  or  not,  in 

ntcestUy  creates  an  exception  to  the  general  conformity  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 

nde  of  submission  to  the  prince ; — ^that  such  this  government ;  to  the  rules  of  moral  obliga- 

exception  is  understood  or  implied  in  the  laws  tion  ;  and  to  the  faith  of  pacts,  either  contained 

that  require  such  submission ; — and  that  the  in  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  or  entered 

cmof  the  revoltUiontoas  a  case  of  necessity.  into  by  the  body  corporate  of  the  kingdom; 

'  These  are  C(Micessi(His  so  canpUf  and  do  so  which  body,  in  juridical  construction,  never 

d      My  answer  the  drift  of  the  commons  in  this  dies  ;  and  in  fact  never  loses  its  members  at 

article,  and  are  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  once  by  death. 

meaning  in  if,  that  I  can\  forbear  congratulat-         Whether  this  doctrine  is  reconcileable  to  the 

iog  them  upon  this  success  of  their  impeach-  modem  philosophy  of  government,  I  believe 

BKot ;  that  in  full  parliament,  this  erroneous  the  author  neither  knows  nor  cares ;  as  he  has 

doctrine  of  unlimited  n<nirresistance  is  given  little  respect  for  any  of  that  sort  of  philos(^ 

^  and  disdaimed.    And  may  it  not,  in  afler  phy.     This  may  be  because  his  capacity  and 

ages,  be  an  addition  to  the  glories  of  this  bright  knowledge  do  not  reach  to  it.    If  such  be  the 

reign,  that  so  many  of  those  who  are  honoured  case,  he  cannot  be  blamed,  if  he  acts  on  the 

J       with  being  in  her  majesty's  service  have  been  sense  of  that  incapacity  ;  he  cannot  be  blamed, 

i       >t  your  lordship's  bsur,  thus  successfully  con-  if  in  the  most  arduous  and  critical  questions 

I     tending  for  the  national  rights  of  her  people,  which  can  possibly  arise,  and  which  affect  to 

•nd  proving  they  are  not  precarious  or  reme-  the  quick  the  vital  parts  of  our  constitution,  he 

diless  ?  takes  the  side  which  leans  most  to  safety  and 

'  But  to  return  to  these  concessions ;  I  must  setdement;    that  he  is  resolved  not   "to  be 

*ppeal  to  your  lordships,  whether  they  are  not  wise  beyond  what  is  written  "  in  the  legisla- 

'to^o/ departure  from  the  Doctor's  answer.'  tive  record  and  practice;  that  when  doubts 

*****  arise  on  them,  he  endeavours  to  interpret  one 

I  now  proceed  to  ^ew  that  the  whig  mana-  statute  by  another ;  and  to  reconcile  them  all 

pers  for  Uie  commons  meant  to  preserve  the  to  established  recognised  morals,  and  to  the 

^etmoeat  aa  a  firm  foundatitm,  by  asserting  general  ancient  known  policy  of  the  laws  at 

the  pwpetual  validity  of  the  settlement  then  England.     Two  things  are  equally  evident. 

Hade,  toad  its  coercive  power  upcm  posterity,  the  first  is,  that  the  legislature  possesses  the 

I  mean  to  riiew  that  they  gave  no  sort  of  coun-  power  of  regulating  the  succession  of  the 

tenance  to  any  doctrine  tending  to  impress  the  crown ;  the  second,  that  in  the  exercise  at 

people,  taken  separately  from  the  legislature  that  right  it  has  uniformly  acted  as  if  under 

^icfa  includes  die  crown,  with  an  idea  that  the  restraints  which  the  author  has  stated. 

^tey  had  acquired  a  moral  or  civil  competence  That  author  makes  what  the  ancients  call  mos 

to  alter  (without  breach  of  the  <Hriginal  com-  majorum,  not  indeed  his  sole,  but  certainly 

ptct  on  the  part  of  the  king)  the  succession  to  his  principal  rule  of  policy,  to  guide  his  judg- 

Ihe  crown,  at  their  pleasure ;  much  less  that  ment  in  whatever  regards  our  laws.    Uni- 

they  had  aoquiivd  any  right,  in  the  case  of  formity  and  analogy  can  be  preserved  in  then* 
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bj  diis  ptoccM  atif.    Tbat  pant  Wnif  Cb^'t  >  cirfl  wm ;  ■■«  k  is  dM  hi^wrt  breacfa 

and  laying  6at  hold  of  a  ■tiiMfc  fcarriiM   «ar  that  km  fi»  yiiitiiw  the  6tat  prinaplea  of  tl 

q>ecolati<BS  aaj  s*n>S    ■>    a^   dbccXMHa,  gamramemtJ 

without  public  ifatriiaeat,  benasa  ikej  vfl  ^  If  dke  doctor  had  beca  cnntented  with  t 

ride  with  anre  ancfaorage.  fibertrhc  kMikof  preachiag  uptbedotyofpi 

In  dkis  manner  these  thin^  hate  beca  aU  sire  obedience,  in  ibe  most  eztensiTe  mam 

ways  considered  by  oar  aaoeaiats.    There  ara  he  bad  thonght  fit,  nad  wooU  haye  stopp 

some  indeed  wbo  hare  the  art  of  tnning  the  there,  your  lordships  woaU  noC  hare  had  t 

▼eryacts  ofpariiament  which  were  Made  fin- a»-  the  trouble,  in  relation  to  him,  that  yoa  n 

curing  the  hereditary  saccessian  in  the  present  haw ;  but  it  is  plain,  that  he  preached  c^  1 

rojral  &mily,  by  rendering  it  penal  to  daaht  ahsolnir  and  oncondztioaal  obedience,  not 

the  validi^  of  those  acts  of  parliament,  inlD  isnfisai  tkt  peace  emd  trmrnqmlhlif  of  this  n 

an  instnunoit  lor  defeating  ai  their  ends  and  tisn.  bmt  to  »et  the  eubjtcts  at  etrifej  and 

purposes :  but  upon  groands  so  Tciy  fwKdij  rsiar  «  war  m  the  6s»rfi  rftku  nation. ;  and 

that  it  is  not  worth  wbile  to  take  fiirtber  noH  is  fiir  libs  that  he  is  now  prosecuted ;  tbou^ 

tice  of  such  sophistry.  would  £un  hare  it  bdiered  that  the  prosec 

To  preyent  any  nunecessary  subdiTiskn,  tion  was  fcr  isynrhing  the  peaceable  doctri 

I  shaD  here  put  together  what  may  be  neees-  of  absoime  obedience.' 

sary  to  shew  the  p^fect  agreement  of  the  whigi  ♦             ♦             ♦             #             « 

with  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  assertions,  that  the 

reTolution  made  no  "  essential  cfaai^  in  the  »™  JOskph  jekti.. 

constitution  of  the  monarchy,  or  in  any  of  its  <  The  whole  tenoor  of  the  administratic 

ancient,  sound,  and  legal  principles ;  that  the  dwn  in  beii^,  was  agreed  by  all  to  be  a  Uk 

succession  was  settled  in  the  Hanover  femity,  depaiime  fnm  the  eonalUution.     The  nati 

upon  the  idea,  and  in  the  mode  of  an  hereditaiy  wns  at  that  time  united  in  that  opinion,  all  I 

succession  qualified  with  Protestantism ;  that  the  criminal  part  of  it.    And  as  the  nati 

it  was  not  settled  upon  deetive  principles,  in  j<MDed  in  the  judgment  of  their  disease,  soth 

any  sense  of  the  word  deetive^  or  under  any  did  in  die  remedy.     Jftey  taw  there  wae 

modification  or  description  of  e^edion  whatso-  resied^  2e^  6kX  fiW  2ai( ;  and  when  that  reme 

ever ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  nation,  took  place,  the  whole  frame  of  government  u 

after  the  revolution,  renewed  by  a  finesfa  com-  rettored  entire  and  unhwrt.*     This  shein 

pact  the  spirit  of  the  original  compact  of  the  the  ezcdient  temper  the  nation  was  in  at  tl 

state,  binding  itself,  both  m  it»  exitting  mem-  time,  that,  after  such  prorocatioDs  fitMn 

here  and  all  its  posterity,  to  adhere  to  the  set-  abuse  of  the  regal  power,  and  such  a  convi 

tlement  of  an  hereditary  succession  in  the  noa,  no  one  part  of  the  constitution  was  <dten 

Protestant  line,  drawn  finom  James  the  first,  as  or  si{ffered  Ae  least  damage  :  but,  on  the  eo 

the  stock  of  inheritance."  tcvry,  the  whole  received  new  life  and  mgom 

*  *  *  *  i^ 

SIR  JOHH  HAWI.E8.  The  toiy  counsel  for  Dr.  Sacheverel  havi 
'  If  he  [Dr.  Sacheverel]  is  of  the  opinion  insinuated,  that  a  great  and  essential  alterati 
ne  pretends,  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  ccMues  to  in  the  constitution  had  been  wrought  by  t 
pass,  that  he  that  pays  that  deference  U>  the  revolution,  Sir  Joseph  Jekyl  is  so  strong  on  tl: 
fupreme  power  has  preached  so  directly  con- 
trary to  the  determinations  of  the  supreme  *  *  What  we  did  was.  In  truth  and  substanc 

nower  in  this  0ovemmGnt  •  he  verv  well  know.  ^^^,  '"^  *  constitutional  light,  a  revolution,  i 

power  in  inis  government ,  ne  very  weu  know-  j^^^^^  ^^^  prevented.  We  took  solid  securiile 

ing  that  the  lawfulness  of  the  revolution,  and  we  settled   doubtful   questions;   we  correct 

of  the  means  whereby  it  was  brought  about,  anomalies  in  our  law.    In  the  stable  fundame 

has  already  been  determined  by  the  aforesaid  **'  P*"^  o'  our  constitution,  we  made  no  re^ 

«..  of  p«lian»n.:  >ni  doit  in  fte  wo«t  !,riS.U"ir%h%"U7arfhrT.ri;lA"uolS*' 

manner  ho  could  invent.    J^  questionmg  the  shewn  that  we  strengthened  it  very  considi 

right  to  the  croum  here  in  England,  has  procured  ably.    The  nation  kept  the  same  ranks,  t 

ihe  shedding  of  more  blood,  and  caused  more  same  orders,   the  same  privileges,  the  sai 

a^g^,  tka^aU  the  other  maUer.  t«^g  to  ^T^^'lJMyor^tU'XTKl.' 

msturbanees  in  trie  government,  put  together,  in  the  revenue,  and  in  the  magistracy ;  the  sai 

If,  therefore,  the  doctrine  which  the  apostles  lords,  the  same  commons,  the  same  corpoi 

had  laid  down,  was  only  to  continue  the  peace  V<»"f;  '^«  '^^^%  electors.'  ^[.Burke^e  spet 

*.•           ij        *!.•  1  •      tu    J     *u   r     _    /•_  "»  the  house  of  commons,  9th  Februarv.  171 

of  the  world,  as  thinking  the  death  of  some  few  jj  ^^^^  ^ow  exacUy  he  cofaicidesiS  evt 

oarticular  persons  better  to  be  borne  with  than  thing  with  Sir  Joseph  Jekyl. 
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font,  that  he  takes  fire  even  at  the  insinuation  yolution,  in  express  terms,  as  an  objection; 

of  las  Wing  of  such  an  opinion.  and  then,  assuming  the  omsideration  q£  that 

excepted  case,  denies  there  was  any  resistance 

SIR  JOssPH  JEKTL.  ^^  ^^  revolution ;  and  asserts,  that  to  impute 

*  If  die  DoctcMT  instructed  his  counsel  to  in-  resistance  to  the  revolution,  would  cast  black 
nmnate  that  there  was  any  innovaiion  in  the  and  odious  colours  upcHi  it.  This  is  not 
cwMfa'ttrtion,  wrought  by  the  revolution,  iti»an  preaching  the  doctrine  ^  non-resistance,  in  the 
oddition  to  ftie  crime.  The  revolution  did  noi  general  terms  used  by  the  homilies,  and  the 
tRtroJttce  any  innovation ;  it  was  a  restoration  Others  (^the  church,  where  cases  of  necessi^ 
^  ihe  ancient  fundamental  constitution  of  the  may  be  understood  to  be  excepted  by  a  tacit 
hngdmny  and  giving  it  its  proper  force  and  i7nplication,  as  the  counsel  have  allowed ,  but 
nwgy.'  is  preaching  directly  against  the  resistance  at 

*****  the  revoluticHi,  which,  in  the  course  d*  this 

The  solicitor  general.  Sir  Robert  Eyre,  debate,  has  been  all  along  admitted  to  be  neee»* 

distinguishes  expresdy  the  case  ci'the  revolu-  tary  and  just,  and  can  have  no  other  meaning 

tioD,  and  its  principles,  from  a  proceeding  at  than  to  bring  a  dishonour  upcm  the  revoluticm 

pleasure,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  change  and  an  odium  upon  those  great  and  illustrious 

their  ancient  constitution,  and  to  frame  a  new  persons,  those  friends  to  the  monarchy  and  the 

government  for  themselves.    He  distinguishes  church,  that  assisted  in  bringing  it  about.  For 

it  with  the  same  care  from  the  principles  of  had  the  doctor  intended  any  thing  rise,  he 

i^icide,  and  republicanism,  and  the  sorts  g€  would  have  treated  the  case  of  the  revolution 

resistance  condemned  by  the  doctrines  of  the  in  a  different  manner,  and  have  given  it  the 

:^      dnirdi  of  England,  and  which  ought  to  be  true  and  fair  answer ;   he  would  have  said 

s!      eoodemned  by  the  doctrines  of  all  churches  that  the  resistance  at  the  revolution  was  of 

3j      pn&asing  Christianity.  absolute  necessity,  and  the  only  means  left  to 

remve  the  constitution ;  and  must  therefore  be 

Ma.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  SIR  ROBERT  ^^j^^  ^  ^^  excepted  case,  and  could  never 

*^Y*^*  come  within  the  reach  and  intention  of  the 

'The  resistance  at  the  revolution,  which  general  doctrine  of  the  church. 

^  fbunded  in  unavoidable  necessity,  could  *  Your  lordships  take  notice  on  what  grounds 

Im  no  defence  to  a  man  that  was  attacked  for  the   doctor   continues    to  assert    the   same 

Vierfifn^  that  the  people  might  caned  their  aUe^  position  in  his  answer.    But  is  it  not  most 

^tnee  at  pleasure,  or  dethrone  and  murder  evident,  that  the  general  exhortations  to  be  met 

I     |W  sovereign  by  a  judiciary  sentence.    For  with  in  the  homilies  of  the  church  of  England, 

j     it  can  never  be  inferred  from  the  lawfulness  of  and  such  like  declarations  in  the  statutes  of 

I     ivsistance,  at  a  time  when  a  total  subversion  the  kingdom,  are  meant  only  as  rules  for  civil 

ffthe  government  both  in  church  and  state  was  obedience  of  the  subject  to  the  legal  admini»> 

intended,  Aat  a  people  may  take  up  arms,  and  tration  of  the  supreme  power  in    ordinary 

«d/  their  wvereign  to  account  at  pleasure  ;  cases  ?    And  it  is  equally  absurd,  to  construe 

Jad,  dierefore,  since  the  revoluHon  could  be  of  any  words  in  a  positive  law  to  auth<»rize  the 

w  service  in  giving  the  least  colour  for  assert"  destruction  of  the  whole,  as  to  expect  that  the 

kg  any  such   xoicked  principle,  the  doctor  king,  lords,  and  commons,  should,  in  express 

oookt  never  intend  to  put  it  into  ^e  mouths  of  terms  of  law,  declare  such  an  ultimate  resort  as 

those  new  preachers,  and  new  politicians,  fi>r  the  right  of  resistance,  at  a  lime  when  the  case 

idefnsce;  unless  it  be  his  opinion,  that  the  supposes  that  the  force  of  all  laws  is  ceased.* 

resistance  at  the  revolution  can   bear  any  '  The  commons  must  always  resent,  with 

paraHd  with  the  execrable  murder  of  the  royal  the  utmost  detestation  and  abhorrence,  every 

martyr^  so  justly  detested  by  the  uhoU  na^n»  position  that  may  shake  the  authority  of  that 

*  It  is  frfain  that  the  doctor  is  not  impeached  act  of  parliament,  whereby  the  crown  is  settled 
ht  [Nreadiing  a  general  doctrine,  and  enforcing  upon  her  majesty,  and  whereby  the  lords  spi- 
die  general  dut^  <^  obedience,  but  for  preach-  ritual  and  temporal  and  commons  do,  in  the 

'  uig  against  aa  excepted  case,  erfUr  he  has  stated  name  of  all  the  people  of  England,  most  hum^ 

Ae  exception.   He  is  not  impeached  for  preach-  bly  and  faithfully  submit  themselves,   their 

log  die  general  doctrine  cf  obedience,  and  the  fteirs  and  posterities,  to  her  majesty,  which  this 

otter  ill^iality  of  resistance  upon  any  pretence  general  principle  €£  absolute  nonnresistance 

whatsoever;  hot  because,  having  first  laid  must  certainly  shake. 
down  the  gmieral  doctrine  as  true,  without  any 

•sw^on,  he  ttatee  the  excepted  ease  the  re-  *  See  Reflections,  p.  131—9—8 
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*For,  if  the  resistance  at  the  reToluti<Mi  was  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  abootyt  be  m 

iUegai,  the  revolution  settled  in  usurpaticm,  careful  to  support  the  rights  of  the  erewn  m 

•nd  this  act  can  have  no  greater  force  and  their  own  priviUgee* 
anthority  than  an  act  passed  under  an  usurper.         The  other  whig  managers  regarded  (as  he 

'  And  the  comrooos  take  leave  to  observe,  did)  the  overturning  of  the  monarcfay  by  a  re- 

tfuLt  the  authori^  of  the  parliamentary  settle-  publican  fiu^on  with  the  very  saaie  iMcnMr 

nent  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  consequence  and  detestation  with  which  they  regarded  dw 

to  maintain,  in  a  case  where  the  hereditary  destruction  of  the  privileges  of  the  people  by  aa 

right  to  the  crown  is  contested.  arbitrary  monarch. 

*  It  af^iears  by  the  several  instances  men- 
tioned in  the  act  declaring  the  rights  and  ""•  ^«C"*«"«5> 
liberties  of  the  sukyect,  and  settling  the  succes-         Speaking  of  our  constitution,  sUtes  it  as  '  a 

rion  of  the  crown,  that  at  the  time  of  the  revo-  constitution  which  happily  recovered  itself,  at 

lution  there  was  a  total  subvereion  of  the  con-  the  restoration,  from  the  confusions  and  di»- 

eUtution  qf  government  both  in  church  and  otderBY/Uich  the  horrid  and  detestable  proceed' 

state,  which  is  aeasethatthe  laios  of  England  *ngs  cf  faction  and  usurpation  had  thrown  it 

could  never  suppose^  provide  for,  or  have  in  «»»to>  '^  which,  after  many  convulsions  and 

9iaw*  otnigglea,  was  providentially  saved  at  the  late 

*  *  *  ^  ^  ^PPy  revolution ;  and,  by  the  many  good 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyl,  so  often  quoted,  considered  laws  passed  since  that  time,  stands  now  upon 

the  preservation  of  the  mmarchy,  and  of  the  t  firmer  foundation :  together  with  the  most 

rights    and    prerogatives  of   the    crown,   as  comfortable  prospect  of  security  to  all  posterity  f 

eosential  objects  with  all  sound  whigs;  and  by  thesettlem^t  of  thecrownin  the  protestant 

that  they  were  bound,  not  only  to  maintain  line.' 

dlMn  when  injured  or  invaded,  but  to  exert  *  *  *  ♦  ♦ 
themselves  as  much  for  their  re-establishment,  I  mean  now  to  shew  that  the  whigs,  (if  Sir 
if  they  should  happen  to  be  overthrown  by  Joseph  Jekyl  was  one)  and  if  he  spdce  in  con- 
popular  ftuy,  as  any  of  their  own  taore  imme-  formity  to  the  sense  of  the  whig  house  of 
diate  and  popular  rights  and  privileges,  if  the  commons  and  the  whig  ministry  who  employed 
latter  should  be  at  any  time  subverted  by  the  him,  did  carefully  guard  against  any  proaump- 
orown.  For  this  reason  he  puts  the  cases  of  tion  that  might  arise  fr(^  the  repc^  of  the 
the  revolution  and  the  restoration,  exactly  upon  non-resistance  oath  of  Charles  the  Second,  as 
the  same  footing.  He  plainly  marks,  that  it  if)  at  the  revolution,  the  ancient  principles  of 
was  the  object  of  all  honest  men  not  to  sacri-  our  government  were  at  all  changed — or  that 
fice  one  part  dC  the  constitution  to  another ;  republican  doctrines  were  countenanced — or 
and  much  more,  not  to  sacrifice  any  of  them  any  sanction  given  to  seditious  proceedings 
to  visionary  theories  of  the  rights  of  man  ;  but  upon  general  undefined  ideas  o£  misconduct- 
to  preserve  our  whole  inheritance  in  the  con-  or  for  changing  the  form  of  government— or 
■titution,  in  all  its  members  and  all  its  rela-  for  resistance  upon  any  other  ground  than 
tions,  entire,  and  unimpaired,  from  generation  the  necessity  so  often  mentioned,  for  the  pur- 
to  generati(»i.  In  this  Mr.  Burke  exactly  pose  of  self-preservation.  It  will  shew  still 
agrees  with  him.  more  cleariy  the  equal  care  of  the  then  whigs, 

to  prevent  either  the  regal  power  from  being 

SIR  JOSEPH  JEKYL.  swallowcd  up  ou  pretence  a£  popular  rights, 

'  Nothing  is  plainer  than  that  the  people  or  the  popular  rights  from  being  destoyed  on 

have  a  right  to  the  laws  and  the  constitution,  pretence  of  regal  prerogatives. 
This  right  the  nation  hath  asserted,  and  re> 

oovered  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  had  "^  Joseph  jekyl. 

dispossessed    them  of   it  at  several    times.         '  Further,   I  desire  it  may  be  o<msidered. 

There  are  of  this  two  famous  instances  in  the  that  these  legislators    [the    legislators    who 

knowledge  of  the  present  age ;  I  mean  that  of  framed  the  non-resistance  oath  c^  Charles  the 

the  restoration,  and  that  of  the  revolution  ,*  in  Second]    were  guarding  against  the  conse- 

both  of  these  great  events  were  the  regal  quencea  o(  those  pemicums  and  anti-numarchi^ 

power,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  recovered,  cal  principles,  which  had  been  broached  a  Uttls 

And  it  is  hard  to  say  in  which  the  people  have  before  in  this  nation  ;  and  those  large  dedara- 

the  greatest  interest ;  for  the  commons  are  sen-  tions  in  favour  of  non-resiUance  were  made  to 

sible  that  there  is  not  one  legal  power  belonging  encounter  or  obviate  the  mischitf  of  those 

to  the  croMint  but  iksy  have  an  interest  in  it ;  prinoiplea;  aa appears  by  the  proainblie  to  tha 
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fiiDest  of  those  acts,  which  is  the  militia  acty  general  terms  in  which  he  finrnd  it  delivered 

in  the  13th  and  14th  of  king  Charles  the  by  the  apostles  of  Christ,  as  taught  by  the 

Second.     The  words  of  that  act  are  these :  homilies,  and    the  reverend    &thers  of  our 

Andf  during  the  UUe  usurped  govemmentay  church,  and,  in  imitation  of  those  great  exan>- 

many  evil  ctnd  rebellious  principles  have  been  pies,  bad  only  pressed  the  general  duty  of 

matiUect  into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  obedience,  and   the  illegality  of  resistance, 

hmgdom,,  which  may  br^  for  A,  unless  pre-  without  taking  notice  of  any  excepti<m.* 

mentedf   to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  and  *            *            *            *             * 

fuiet  thereof:  Be  it  therrfore  enacted^   4rc.  Another  of  the  managers  for  the  house  of 

Here  your  lordships  may  see  the  reason  that  commoos,  Sir  John  HoDauid,  was  not  less  care- 

tncUned  those  legislators  to  express  themselves  ful  in  gusuxling  against  a  confusion  of  die  prin- 

u  sttch  a  manner  against  resistance.     Thmf  ciples  of  the  revolution,  with  any  k)ose  general 

had  seen  the  regal  rights  swallowed  up,  under  doctrines  of  a  right  in  the  individual,  or  even  in 

Ae  pretence  of  popular  ones ;  and  it  is  no  the  people,  to  undertake  for  themselves,  on  any 

impatation  on  them  that  they  did*  not  then  prevalent  temporary  opinions  of  convenience 

mesee  a  quUe  different  cassy  as  was  that  of  ot  improvement,  any  fundamental  change  in 

the  revolution ;  where,  under  the  pretence  of  the  constitution,  or  to  fabricate  a  new  gov- 

regal  authority,  a  total  subversion  of  the  rights  emment  for  themselves,  and  thereby  to  disturb 

of  the  subject  was  advanced,  and  in  a  manner  the  public  peace,  and  to  unsettle  die  ancient 

effected.    And  this  may  serve  to  shew,  that  constitution  dCthia  kingdom. 

it  was  not  the  design  of  those  legislat(Mrs  to 

ooodenm  resistance,  in  a  case  of  absolute  ne^  "*  John  Holland. 

cesntyy  for  preserving  the  constiiutionf  when  '  The  commons  would  not  be  understood,  as 

they  were  guarding  against  principles  whiqh  if  they  were  pleading  for  a  licentious  resist- 

had  so  lately  destroyed  it.  ance  ;  as  if  subjects  were  left  to  their  good-will 

'  As  to  the  truth  <^  the  doctrine  in  this  and  pleasure,  when  they  are  to  obey,  and  when 

declaration  which  was  repealed,  /  wiU  admit  to  resist.    No,  my  lords,  they  know  they  are 

^  to  be  as  true  as  the  docUir's  counsel  assert  it ;  obliged  by  aU  the  ties  of  socicU  creatures  and 

^uU  is,  with  an  exception  of  cases  qf  necessity;  Christians,  for  wrath  and  conscience  sake,  to 

and  it  was  not  repealed  because  it  was  false,  submU  to  their  sovereign.    The  commons  do 

understanding  it  with  that  restriction;  but  it  not  abet  humoursome  factious  arms:  they  aver 

^  repealed  because  it  might  be  interpreted  them  to  be  rebellious.    But  yet  they  maintain, 

IB  an  uneor\fined  sense,  and  esclusive  of  that  that  that  resistance  at  the  revolution  which  was 

ntrietion ;  and  being  so  understood  would  so  necessary,  was  lawful  and  juH  from  that 

reflect  on  the  justice  of  the  revolution :  and  necessity. 

|bis  the  legidature  had  at  heart,  and  were  very  *  These  general  rules  of  obedience  may,  upon 

jealous  of;  and  by  this  repeal  of  that  dedara-  a  real  nece^ssity,  admit  a  lawful  exception ;  and 

^  gave  a  pailiamentary  or  legislative  admo-  such  a  necessary  exception  we  assert  the  revo- 

BitioD,  against  asserting  this  doctrine  of  ncsi'-  lution  to  be. 

resistance  tn  on  unlim&d  sense.*  —    —    —  *  'Tis  with  this  view  cf  necessity  only,  abso- 

*  Though  the  general  doctrine  of  non-resist-  lute  necessity  of  preserving  our  laws,  liberties, 

Uce,  the  doctrine  of  the  church  of  England,  and  religion ;  'tis  with  t?tts  limitation  that  we 

tt  stated    in    her    homilies,    or    elsewhere  desire  to  be  understood,  when  any  one  of  us 

<Uivered,  by  which  the  gener«i  duty  of  subjects  speak  of  resistance  in  general.     The  necessity 

to  the  higher  powers  is  taught,  be  owned  to  of  the  resistance  at  the  revolution,  was  at  that 

i>e,  as  anqaesti<Miably  it  is,  a  godly  and  toftofe-  time  obvious  to  every  man.' 

<Mi«  doctrine;  though  this  gen€H^  doctrine  ^           :tt            ^            *            * 

has  been  constantly  inculcated  by  the  reverend  I  shall  conclude  those  extracts  with  a  refer- 

&thers  of  the  diurch,  dead  and  living,  and  ence  to  the  Prince  of  Orange's  declaration,  in 

preached  by  them  as  a  preservative  against  which  he  gives  the  nation  the  fullest  assurance 

the  popish  doctrine  of  deposing  princes,  and  as  that  in  his  enterprise  he  was  far  from  the  in- 

the  ontinary  mle  of  obedience ;    and  though  tention  of  introducing  any  change  whatever  in 

the  same  doctrine  has  been  preached,  main-  the  fundamental  law  and  constitution  of  the 

tlined,  and  avowed  by  our  most  orthodox  and  state.    He  considered  the  object  of  his  enter- 

iMe  divines  from  Ae  time  of  the  reformation ;  prise,  not  to  be  a  precedent  for  further  revolu- 

lad  how  innoeent  a  fftan  E>r.  Sacheveral  had  tions,  but  that  it  was  the  great  end  of  his  expe- 

been,  if,  with  an  honest  and  well-meant  zeal,  dition  to  make  such  revolutions,  so  far  as  human 

^  had  pnacfaed  the  same  doctrine  in  the  sane  power  and  wisdom  could  provide,  unnecessary. 
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Eatractfrom  the  Prince  of  Orange^t  Declata-  lemnity,  and  as  authentically  at  least,  as  aay 

Hon,  political  dogmas  were  ever  promulgated  fitM 

*  AU  magistrates,  who  have  been  mijustiy  ^^  beginning  of  the  world.  If  there  be  any 
turned  out,  shaU  forthwith  resume  their  former  difference  between  their  tenets  and  those  of 
employments,  as  well  as  all  the  boroughs  of  ^^'  Burke  it  is,  that  the  old  whigs  oppose 
England,  shaU  return  again  to  «^r  ancient  jwe^  themselves  stiU  more  strongly  than  he  does 
ecriptions  and  charters:  and  more  particularly,  against  the  doctrines  which  are  now  propa^ 
that  f/tc  ancient  charter  of  the  great  and  famous  6*^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  industry  by  those  who 
city  of  London  shall  be  again  in  force.    And  ^^^^  ^  thought  their  successors. 

that  the  writs  for  the  members  of  parliament  .   ^^  ^^^  ^  ^i*^»  perhaps,  that  the  old  whigs, 

shall  be  addressed  to  the  proper  q/Jicers  accords  >»  order  to  guard  themselves  against  popukr 

ing  to  the  law  and  custom.^ odium,  pretended  to  assert  tenets  contnuy  t* 

*  And  for  the  doing  of  all  other  things,  which  ^^^^  ^*"ch  they  secredy  held.  This,  if  true, 
the  two  houses  of  parliament  shall  find  neces-  ^ould  prove,  what  Mr.  Burke  has  uniformly 
sary  for  the  peace,  honour,  and  safety  of  the  asserted,  that  the  extravagant  doctrines  which 
nation,  so  that  there  may  be  no  danger  of  the  ^^  meant  to  expose,  were  disagreeable  to  the 
nation's  falling,  at  any  time  hereafter,  under  ^^Y  ^^^^  peopje  ;  who,  though  they  perfectly 
arbitrary  government.*  abhor  a  despotic  government,  certainly  ap- 

proached  more  nearly  to  the  love  of  mitigated 

Extractfrom  the  Pnnee  of  Grangers  additional  monarchy,  than  to  any  which  bears  the  ap- 

Declaration.  pearance  even  of  the  best  republic.     But  if 

'  We  are  confident  that  no  persons  can  have  these  old  whigs  deceived  the  people,  their  con- 

such  hard  thoughts  of  us,  as  to  imagine  that  <luct  was  unaccountable  indeed.     They  ex- 

we  have  any  other  design  in  this  undertaking,  posed  their  power,  as  every  cne  conversant 

than  to  procure  a  settlement  of  the  religion,  and  m  history  knows,  to  the  greatest  peril,  for  the 

of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  the  subjects,  propagation  of  opinions  which,  on  this  hypo- 

upon  80  sure  a  foundation,  that  there  may  be  thesis,  they  did  not  hold.    It  is  a  new  kind  of 

no  danger  of  the  nation^s  relapsing  into  the  like  martyrdom.     This  supposition  does  as  little 

miseries  at  any  time  hereafter.    And,  as  the  credit  to  their  integrity  as  their  wisdom ;  it 

forces  that  we  have  brought  al(Hig  with  us  are  makes  them  at  once  hypocrites  and  fools.    I 

utterly  disproportioned  to  that  wicked  design  think  of  those  great  men  very  differently.    I 

of  conquering  the  nation,  if  we  were  capable  of  hoM  them  to  have  been,  what  the  world  thought 

intending  it ;  so  the  great  numbers  of  the  prin-  them,  men  of  deep  understanding,  open  since- 

cipal  nobility  and  gentry,  that  are  men  of  nty,  and  clear  honour.    However,  be   that 

ejninent  quality  and  estates,  and  persons  of  matter  as  it  may ;  what  these  old  whigs  pre- 

known  integrity  and  zeal,  both  for  the  religion  tended  to  be,  Mr.  Burke  is.     This  is  enough 

and  government  (^  England,  many  of  them  ^or  him. 

also  being  distinguished  by  their  constant  fide^  I  <lo  indeed  admit,  that  thou^  Mr.  Buiice 
lity  to  the  crown,  who  do  both  accompany  us  ^s  proved  that  his  opinions  were  those  of  the 
in  this  expedition,  and  have  earnestly  solicited  ^  whig  party,  solemnly  declared  by  one  house, 
us  to  it,  will  cover  us  frmn  all  such  malicious  m  effect  and  substance  by  both  houses  of  par* 
insinuations.'  liament,  this  testimony  standing  by  itself  will 
In  the  spirit,  and  upon  one  occasion  in  the  ^rm  no  proper  defence  for  his  opinions,  if  he 
words,*  of  thisdedaraticm,  the  statutes  passed  and  the  old  whigs  were  both  of  them  in  th« 
in  that  reign  made  such  provisions  for  prevent-  wrong.  But  it  is  his  present  concern,  not  to 
ing  these  dangers,  that  scarcely  any  thing  ▼indicate  these  old  whigs,  but  to  i^ew  hii 
short  of  combination  of  king,  lords,  and  com-  agreement  with  them. — He  appeals  to  them  as 
mons,  for  the  destruction  of  die  liberties  of  the  judges :  he  does  not  vindicate  them  as  culprits, 
nation,  can  in  any  probability  make  us  liable  to  It  is  current  that  these  oki  politicians  knew 
similar  perils.  In  that  dreadful,  and,  I  may  little  d*tbe  rights  of  men  ;  that  they  lost  their 
hope,  not  to  be  looked-for  case,  any  opinion  of  way  by  groping  about  in  the  dark,  and  fum« 
a  right  to  make  revolutions,  grounded  on  this  bling  among  rotten  parchments  and  musty  re- 
precedent,  would  be  but  a  poor  resource. —  cords.  Great  lights  they  say  are  lately  ob- 
Dreadful  indeed  would  be  our  situation.  tained  in  the  wwki ;  and  Mr.  Burke,  instead 
These  are  the  doctrines  held  by  the  whigs  cf  shrowding  himself  in  exploded  ignorance, 
Iff  the  revoluHon,  delivered  with  as  much  so-  ought  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  Uaze  of 

illumination  which    has  been  spread  about 

*  Declaration  of  Right.  him.    It  may  be  so.    The  enthusiasts  of  this 
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tbM,  it  seeniB,  like  their  predeceasorf  in  an-  ■ocieties,  which  gentlemen  think  they  ounht 

ottwr  ftction  of  fiumticism,  deal  in  lights.-*^  to  be  very  tender  in  discouraging,  as  nearly  as 

Hvdibras  pleasantly  says  <^  them,  they  possible  in  their  own  words,  is  as  follows :  that 

in  Great  Britain  we  are  not  only  without  a 
''Hare  lights,  where  better  eyes  are  blind,  good  constitution,  but  that  we  have  '<  no  con- 
is  pigs  are  said  to  see  the  wind."  stitution."    That,  "  though  it  is  much  talked 

about,  no  such  thing  as  A  constitution  exists, 
The  author  of  the  Reflections  has  heard  a  or  ever  did  exist ;  and,  consequently,  that  Ute 
great  deal  concerning  the  modem  li^ts ;  but  people  have  a  eorutihUion  yet  to  form ;  that 
he  Ins  not  yet  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  much  since  William  the  Conqueror,  the  country 
of  Ifaem.    He  has  read  more  than  he  can  justify  has  never  yet  regenerated  iUe^fj  and  is  there- 
to lay  thing  bat  the  spirit  of  curiosity,  of  the  fore  without  a  constitution.    That  where  it 
ivorks  of  these  iOuminaUnrs  of  the  world.    He  cannot  be  produced  in  a  visible  form,  there  is 
has  learned  nothing  from  the  far  greater  num-  none.     That  a  constitution  is  a  thing  ante- 
ber  of  them,  than  a  iull  certainty  of  their  shal-  cedent  to  government ;  and  that  the  ccmstitution 
knmess,  levity,  {nride,  petulance,  presumption,  of  a  country  is  not  the  act  of  its  government, 
and  ignorance.    Where  the  old  authors  whom  but  of  a  people  constituting  a  government, 
he  hu  read,  and  the  old  men  whom  he  has  That  every  thing  in  the  English  government 
ooorersed  with,  have  left  him  in  the  dark,  he  is  the  reverse  of  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  what 
is  m  the  dark  still.    If  others,  however,  have  it  is  said  to  be  in  England.     That  the  ri^t 
obtained  any  of  this  extraordinary  light,  they  of  war  and  peace  resides  in  a  metaphor  shewn 
wil  use  it  to  guide  them  in  their  researches  at  the  tower,  for  sixpence  or  a  shilling  a-piece. 
and  their  conduct.    I  have  only  to  wish,  that  — That  it  signifies  not  where  the  right  resides, 
the  nation  may  be  as  happy  and  as  prosperous  whether  in  the  crown  or  in  parliament.    War 
Qoder  the  influ^ice  of  the  new  li^t,  as  it  has  is  the  commcm  harvest  of  those  who  partici- 
beeo  in  the  sober  shade  d*  the  old  obscurity,  pate  in  the  division  and  expenditure  of  public 
As  to  the  rest,  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  author  money.     That  the  portion  of  liberty  enjoyed 
of  the  Reflections  to  conform  to  the  principles  in  England  is  just  enough  to  enslave  a  coun- 
oftfae  avowed  leaders  of  the  party,  until  they  try  more  productively  than  by  despotism." 
^>pearodierwise  than  negatively.    All  we  can  So  far  as  to  the  general  state  of  the  British 
gidiOT  from  them  is  this,  that  their  principles  ccmstitution. — As  to  our  house  of  lords,  the 
ve  diametrically  opposite  to  his.    This  is  all  chief  virtual  representatives  of  our  aristocracy, 
that  we  know  frmn  authority.     Their  negative  the  great  ground  and  pillar  of  security  to  the 
dedaratian  obliges  me  to  have  recourse  to  the  landed  interest,  and  that  main  link  by  which  it 
books  whidi  contain  positive  doctrines.     They  is  connected  with  the  law  and  the  crown,  these 
are  indeed,  to  those  Mr.  Burke  holds,  diame-  worthy  societies  are  pleased  to  tell  us,  that, 
tricaBy  opposite  ;  and  if  it  be  true,  (as  the  "  whether  we  view  aristocracy  before,  or  be- 
oracles  of  the  party  have  said,  I  hope  hastily,)  hind,  or  side-ways,  or  any  way  else,  d(Mnesti- 
dat  their  (pinions  diflTer  so  widely,  it  should  cally  or  publicly,  it  is  still  a  monster.     That 
seem  they  are  the  most  likely  to  form  the  creed  aristocracy  in  France  had  one  feature  less  in 
of  die  modem  whigs.  its  countenance  than  what  it  has  in  some  other 
I  have  stated  ^^t  were  the  avowed  senti-  countries ;  it  did  not  compose  a  body  of  heredi- 
ments  of  the  old  whigs,  not  in  the  way  <^  tary  legislators.    It  was  not  a  corporation  of 
argument,  b\]t  narratively.     It  is  but  fair  to  aristocracy ; " — ^for  such  it  seems  that  profound 
set  before  Uie  reader,  in  the  same  simj^e  man-  legislator   M.    de  la  Fayette  describes  the 
ner,  the  sentiments  of  the  modem,  to  which  house  of  peers.    '^  That  it  is  kept  up  by 
they  spare  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  make  family  Qrranny  and  injustice^that  there  is 
prosdytes.     I  choose  them  from  the  books  an  unnatural  unfitness  in   aristocracy  to  be 
open  which  most  of  that  industry  and  expen-  legislators  for  a  nation — that  their  ideas  01 
ditore  in  circulation  have  been  employed ;  I  distributive  justice  are  corrupted  at  the  very 
dioose  Ihem  not  from  those  who  speak  widi  source ;  they  begin  life  by  trampling  on  all 
politic  obscurity ;   not  from  those  who  only  their  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  and  rela- 
oontrovert   the    opinions  of  the  old   whigs,  ti(ms    of  every  kind,   and   are   taught   and 
without  advancing  any  <^  their  own,  but  from  educated  so  to  do. — That  the  idea   of  an 
tboae  who  ipeak  jdainly  and  affirmatively,  hereditary  legislator  is  as  absurd  as  an  heredi^ 
The  whig  reader  may  make  his  choice  be-  tary  mathematician.     That  a  body  holding 
twaen  Hbe  two  doctrines.  themselves  unaccountable  to  any  body,  ought 
The  dcctrinei  dten,  propagated  by  these  to  be  trosted  by  no  body — that  it  is  continu- 
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tncr  the  unciTilized  principles  of  govemmmts  eystems  c£  gavwtaaeolLf  draped  (ren  \aM. 

fbiinded  in  conquest,  and  the  base  idea  c^raan  by  one  power,  or  driven  by  another,  ani  i"*' 

having  a  property  in  man,  and  governing  him  poverished  by  taxes  more  tiian  by.raieibies,  »* 

by  a  personal  right — ^that  aristocracy  has  a  becomes  evident  that  those  systems  are  bad^ 

tendency  to  degenerate  the  human  species,"  and  that  a  general  revcdution  in  the  pritaeipl^ 

&c.  &c.  and  constructionofgovemments  i^Jiei^epsaiy- 
Astoourlaw  ofprimogeniture,  whichwith         "What    is    government    more    than   d>« 

few  and    inoonsideraUe    exceptions    is    the  managemait  of  the  aflfairs  of  a  nation  .^^Jt  i^ 

standing  law  of  all  onr  landed  inheritance,  and  not,  and  from  its  nature  camiot  bey^he^^rdpert^ 

which  without  question  has  a  tendency,  and  I  of  any  particular  man  or  &mily^  batf-sf  thi0 

think  a  most  happy  tendency,  to  preserve  a  whole  commonity,  at  whose  exjpwtBeiiM  mp^ 

character  of  consequence,  weight,  and  preva-  ported  ;  and  though  by  force  or  cdolriylUMSP  ^^ 

lent  influence  over  others  in  the  whole  body  of  has  been  usurped  into  an  iiihentai»oe,  th^ 

tiie  landed  interest,  ihey  call  loudly  for  its  usurpation  cannot  alter  the  right  ^*i.tkil^,- 

destruction.   They  do  this  fi>r  political  reasons  Sovereignty,  as  a  matter  of  right,  a])i»ertau9^ 

diat  are  very  manifest.     They  have  the  con-  to  the  nation  only,  and  not  to  any  indivuiuaL^ 

fidence    to  say,  "  that  it  is  a  law  against  and  a  nation  has  at  all  times  an  inhawAt  hido  "" 

every  law  of  nature,  and  nature  herself  calls  feasible  right  to  abolisAi  any  form  d^'gio^^ptapiets^ 

for  its  destructi(»i.     Establish  family  justice,  it  finds  inconvenient,  -and  e^aUish.sudi  ff^ 

and  aristocracy  fidls.    By  the  aristocratical  accords  with  its  interest,  dispositifm,. and  haip-^ 

law  of  primc^nitureship,  in  a  family  of  six  piness.     The  romantic  and  barbarous  distine^'^ 

children,  five  are  exposed.    Aristocracy  has  tion  of  men  into  kings  and  subjects,  though  ^^ 

never  but  one  child.    The  rest  are  begotten  to  may  suit  the  condition  of  courtiers,  caimc>^ 

be  devoured.     They  are  thrown  to  the  canni-  that  of  citizens ;   and  is  exploded,  upoptli^ 

bal  for  prey,  and  the  natural  parent  prepares  principle  upon  which  governments  are  no^^ 

the  unnatural  repast."  founded.    Every  citizen  is  a  member  of  tk^ 

As  to  die  house  of  commons,  they  treat  it  sovereignty,  and,  as  such,  can  acknowtedge  lio 

fiir  worse  than  the  house  of  lords  or  the  crown  person^  subjection ;  and  his  obedience  ^anb^ 

have  been  ever  treated.   Perhaps  they  thou^t  only  to  the  laws." 

they  had  a  greater  right  to  take  this  amicable  —        —        —        — -     .  —  .      — 4.- 

fivedom  wiUi  those  of  their  own  family.     For        Warmly  recommending  to  us  the  exfudpleof 

many  years  it  has  been  the  perpetual  Uiemc  of  France,  where  they  have  destroyed  mopaichy) 

tfieir  invectives. — "  Mockery,  insult,  usurpa-  they  say — 

tion,"  are  among  the  best  names  they  bestow         "  Monardiical  sovereignty,  the  enemy  of 

upon  it.     They  danrn  it  in  the  mass,  by  de-  mankind,  and  the  source  ^misery,  isabdtiiah- 

daring  "  that  it  does  not  arise  out  of  the  inhe-  ed ;  and  sovereignty  itself  is  restored  to  its 

rent  rights  of  the  people,    as  the   national  natural  and  original  place,  the  nation.     Were 

assembly  docs  in  France,  and  whose  name  this  the  case  throughout  Europe,  thi-  cause  of 

designates  its  original."  wars  woukl  be  taken  away." 

Of  the  charters  and  corporations,  to  whose  —        —        —        —  ■•     ■—  — 

rights,  a  few  years  ago,  these  gentlemen  were         "  But,  afler  all,  what  is -thi^^metaphor  called 

flo  tremblingly  alive,  they  say,  "  that  when  the  a  crown,  or  rather  what  ismcwucrt;!^  ?    Is  it  a 

people  of  England  come  to  reflect  upon  them^  fliing,  or  a  name,  or  is  it  a  fin.ud  1   .Is  it  '  a 

they  will,  like  France,  annihilate  those  badges  C(Mitrivance  of  human  wisdom,-  or  of  human 

oi  oppressi(m,  tiiose  traces  of  a  conquered  orafl,  to  obtain  money  from  a  liation.  under 

nation."  specious  pretences  ?    Is  it  a  thing  itebessaiy 

As  to  our  monarchy,  they  had  formerly  been  to  a  nation  ?    If  it  is,  in  what  does  thatnece»- 

Inore  tender  of  that  brandi  of  the  constitution,  sity  consist,  what  services  does  it  peoform, 

and  for  a  good  reason.     The  laws  had  guarded  what  is  its  business,  and  what  are  its  merits  ? 

against  all  seditious  attacks  upon  it,  with  a  Doth  the  virtue  consist  in  die  metaphor,  or  in 

greater  degree  (^strictness  and  severity.  The  the  man  ?    Doth  the  goMsinidi  that  makes  the 

tone  of  these  gentlemen  is  totally  altered  since  crown  make  the  virtue  also  ?    Doth.it  opiate 

the  French  revolution.  They  now  declaim  as  like  Fortunatus's  wishing-cap,  or  Harlequin^s 

vehemently  against  the  monarchy,  as  <mi  for-  wooden  sword  ?    Doth  it  make  a  man  a  con- 

mer  occasions  they  treacherously  flattered  and  juror  ?    In  fine,  what  is  it  ?     It  af^>ears  to  be 

•oothed  it.  a  something  going  much  out  of  foshion,  falling 

"  When  we  survey  the  wretched  condition  into  ridicule,  and  rejected  in  some  countries 

of  man  under  the  monarchical  and  hereditary  bodi   as   wuMcessary  and   oKpennva.      In 
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Aaeriea  it  is  considered  as  an  absurdity ;  and 
a  France  it  has  so  far  declined^  that  the  good- 
Ben  of  the  man,  and  the  respect  for  his  per- 
saoal  character,  are  the  only  things  that 
preserre  the  appearance  c^its  existence." 

"  Mr.  Burke  talks  about  what  he  calls  an 
boeditary  crown,  as  if  it  were  some  produo* 
tkn  of  nature ;  or  as  if,  like  time,  it  had  the 
power  to  <^>erate,  not  <mly  independently,  but 
in  ^te  of  man ;  or  as  if  it  were  a  thing  or  a 
nbject  universally  consented  to.  Alas !  it  has 
Booe  of  those  prc^rties,  but  is  the  reverse  of 
tben  all.  Xt  is  a  thing  in  imagination,  the 
proprie^  of  which  is  more  than  doubted,  and 
^  lagdity  of  which  in  a  few  years  will  be 
doiifld." 

'If I  ask  die  fiumer,  the  manufibcturw,  the 
Bcnfasnt,  the  tradesman,  and  down  through 
lA  the  oocupaticns  <^  life  to  the  cotamaa  la- 
bourer,  what  service  monarchy  is  to  him  ?  he 
can  give  me  do  answer.  If  I  ask  him  what 
nonardiy  is,  1m  believes  it  is  something  like  a 
liaecure." 

"  The  French  coDstituti<Mi  says,  That  the 
rig^  of  war  and  peace  is  in  the  nation.  Where 
else  should  it  reside,  but  in  those  who  are  to 
pay  the  expense  ? 

".In  England,  this  right  is  said  to  reside  in 
a  metaphor,  shewn  at  ^  tower  fer  sixpence 
or  a  shilling  a^piece :  so  are  the  lions ;  and  it 
would  be  a  step  nearer  to  reason  to  say  it  re- 
sided in  them,  fer  any  inanimate  metaphor  is 
no  more  than  a  hat  or  a  cap.    We  can  all  see 
the  absurdity  of  worshipping  Aaron's  molten 
calf,  CT  Nebuchadnezzar's  gdden  image ;  but 
why  do  men  continue  to  practise  themselves 
the  absurdities  tbey  despise  in  others  T* 

The  revolutioQ  and  Hanover  succession  had 
been  otgects  <^  the  hi^iest  veneration  to  the 
old  whigs.  They  thought  them  not  only  proofe 
of  the  sober  and  steady  spiHt  <^  liberty  which 
guided  their  ancestors ;  but  c£  their  wisdom 
and  provident  care  of  posterity.— The  modem 
wfaigs  have  quite  other  notions  of  these  events 
and  actions.  Th^  do  not  deny  that  Mr. 
Buike  has  giv«i  truly  die  "words  of  the  acts  of 
pafiiament  whidi  secured  the  succession,  and 
die  just  sense  of  diem.  They  attack  not  him 
bat  die  law. 

'*  Mr.  Burke  (say  they)  has  done  some  ser- 
vice, not  to  his  cause,  but  to  his  country,  by 
bringing  those  clauses  into  public  view.  They 
serve  to  demonstrate  how  necessary  it  is  at  all 
times  to  watch  against  the  attempted  en.« 
Vol.  n.— 3 


croachment  of  power,  and  to  prevent  its  ran* 
ning  to  excess.  It  is  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary, that  the  offence  fer  which  James  II. 
was  expelled,  that  of  setting  up  power  by 
assumption,  should  be  re-acted,  under  anodier 
shape  and  ferm,  by  the  parliament  that  expelled 
him.  It  shews  that  the  rights  of  man  were 
but  imperfectly  understood  at  the  revolution ; 
for  certain  it  is,  that  the  ri^t  which  that  paiw 
liament  set  up  by  (Mssumption  (fer  by  delegation 
it  had  it  not,  and  could  not  have  it,  because 
none  could  give  it)  over  the  persons  and  free- 
dom of  posterity  fer  ever,  was  of  the  saune 
tyrannical  unfeunded  kind  which  James  at- 
tmnpted  to  set  up  over  the  parliament  and  the 
nation,  and  fer  which  he  was  exp^ed.  The 
only  difference  is,  (for  in  principle  they  differ 
not)  that  the  one  was  an  usurper  over  the 
living,  and  the  other  over  the  unborn ;  auad  aa 
the  one  has  no  better  authority  to  stand  upon 
than  the  other,  both  of  them  must  be  equally 
null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect." 

''  As  the  estimaticm  d*  all  things  is  by  com- 
pariscMi,  the  revolution  of  1688,  howevw  from 
circumstances  it  may  have  been  exalted  beyond 
its  value,  will  find  its  level.  It  is  abready  on 
the  wane ;  eclipsed  by  the  enlarging  orb  of 
reascxi,  and  the  luminous  revolutions  of 
America  and  France.  In  less  than  another 
century,  it  will  go,  as  well  as  Mr.  Burke's 
labours,  *  to  the  family  vault  of  all  the  Capu- 
lets.'  Mankind  wiU  then  scarcely  believe  that 
a  country  calling  itself  free  j  toould  send  to 
Holland  for  a  many  and  dothe  him  vnth  power, 
on  purpose  to  put  themselves  in  fear  of  him, 
and  give  him  almost  a  million  sterling  Or-year 
for  Uctve  to  submit  themselves  and  their  poster^ 
ity^  like  bondsmen  and  bondswomen,  for  ever  J* 

"  Mr.  Burke  having  said  that  the  king  hokis 
his  crown  in  contempt  of  the  choice  oS  the  revo> 
lution  society,  who  individually  or  collectively 
have  not"  (as  most  certainly  they  have  not)  <<  a 
vote  for  a  king  among  them,"  they  take  occa- 
sion from  thence  to  infer,  that  the  king  who 
does  not  hold  his  crown  by  election,  despisei 
the  people. 

<<  The  king  of  England,"  says  he,  "  holds 
his  crown  (for  it  does  not  belong  to  the  nation 
according  to  Mr.  Burke)  in  contempt  of  the 
choice  of  the  Revolution  Society,"  &c. 

"As  to  who  is  king  in  England  or  else* 
where,  or  whether  there  is  any  king  at  all,  or 
whether  the  people  choose  a  Cherokee  cfaie^ 
or  a  Hessian  hussar  fer  a  king,  it  is  not  a 
matter  that  I  trouble  myself  about**be  diat  to 
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theinsdTes ;  but  with  retpect  to  the  doctrine,  the  habit  of  talking  about  kings,  it  is  always  a. 

so  &r  as  it  relates  to  the  rights  of  men  and  foreign  house  of  kings ;  hating  foreigners,  yet 

nations,  it  is  as  abominable  as  any  thing  ever  governed  by  them. — ^It  is  now  the  house  of 

uttered  in  the  most  enslaved  country  under  Brunswick,  one  of  the  petty  tribes  of  Ger* 

heav«i.    Whether  it  sounds  worse  to  my  ear,  many." 

by  not  being  accustomed  to  hear  such  despot-  —        —        —        —        —        —. 

ism,  than  what  it  does  to  the  ear  of  another  "If  government  be  what  Mr.  Burke  de- 
person,  I  am  not  so  well  a  judge  of;  but  of  its  scribes  it,  *  a  c<Hitrivance  of  human  wisdiun,*  I 
abominable  principle  I  am  at  no  loss  to  judge."  might  ask  him,  if  wisdom  was  at  such  a  low 

These  societies  of  modem  whigs  push  their  ebb  in  England,  that  it  was  become  necessary 

ins(4ence  as  &r  as  it  can  go.    In  order  to  to  import  it  from  Holland  and  from  Hanover  ? 

prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  treason  But  I  will  do  the  country  the  justice  to  say, 

and   rebellion,    they  represent    the  king  as  that  was  not  the  case ;  and  even  if  it  was,  it 

tainted  with  principles  of  despotism,  from  the  mistook  the  cargo.    The  wisdom  of  every 

circumstance  of  his  having  dominions  in  Ger-  country,  when  properly  exerted,  is  sufficient 

many.  In  direct  defiance  of  the  most  notorious  fcMr  all  its  purposes ;  and  there  could  eanat  no 

truth,  they  describe  his  government  there  to  be  more  teal  oeccunon  in  England  to  have  ssnl 

a  despotism ;  whereas  it  is  a  free  constitution,  far  a  Dutch  StadthUdeTf  or  a  Oerman  EUo- 

in  which  the  states  of  the  electorate  have  their  tor,  than  there  was  in  America  to  have  done  a 

part  in  the  government ;  and  this  privilege  has  similar  thing.    If  a  country  does  not  under- 

never  been  infringed  by  the*  king,  or,  that  I  stand  its  own  affairs,  how  is  a  foreigner  to 

have  heard  of,  by  any  of  his  predecessors,  understand  them,  who  knows  neither  its  laws, 

The  constitution  oi  the  electoral  dominions  its  manners,  nor  its  language  ?  If  there  existed 

has  indeed  a  double  controul,  both  firom  the  a  man  so  transcendently  wise  above  all  others, 

laws  of  the  empire,  and  from  the  privileges  of  that  his  wisdom  was  necessary  to  instruct  a 

the  country.   Whatever  rights  the  king  enjoys  nation,    s<nne    reason   might  be  offered  foi 

as  elector,  have  been  always  parentally  exer-  monarchy  ;  but  when  we  cast  our  eyes  about 

cised,  aixl  the  calumnies  of  these  scandalous  a  country,  and  observe  how  every  part  under- 

societies  have  not  been  authorized  by  a  sin^e  stands  its  own  affairs ;  and  when  we  look 

complaint  (^oppression.  around  the  woiid,  and  see  that  of  all  men  in  it. 

"  When  Mr.  Burke  says  that '  his  majesty's  the  race  of  kings  are  the  most  insignificant  in 
heirs  and  successors,  each  in  dieir  time  and  capacity,  our  reason  carmot  fail  to  ask  us— 
order,  will  come  to  the  crown  with  the  eame  Wliat  are  those  men  kept  for  ?"''' 
contempt  of  their  choice  with  which  his  ma-  ««_»-.  —  —  — 
jesty  has  succeeded  to  that  he  wears,'  it  is  These  are  the  notions  which,  under  the 
■aymg  too  much  even  to  the  humblest  indi-  idea  of  whig  principles,  several  persons,  and 
vidual  in  the  country ;  part  of  whose  daily  among  them  persons  of  no  mean  mark,  have 
labour  goes  towards  making  up  the  million  associated  themselves  to  propagate.  I  wil 
steriing  a-year,  which  the  country  gives  the  not  attempt  in  the  smallest  degree  to  refute 
person  it  styles  a  king.  Government  with  them.  This  will  probably  be  done  (if  suck 
insdence,  is  despotism ;  but  when  contempt  is  writings  shall  be  thought  to  deserve  any  othei 
added,  it  becomes  worse ;  and  to  pay  for  con-  than  the  refutation  of  criminal  justice)  b]f 
tiempt,  is  the  excess  of  slavery.  This  species  others,  who  may  think  with  Mr.  Burice.  He 
of  government  comes  from  Germany ;  and  has  performed  his  part, 
raniixls  me  of  what  (me  of  the  Brunswick  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  very  much  at  large 
soldiers  told  me,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  into  the  discussions  which  diverge  and  ramii^ 
the  Americans  in  the  late  war :  '  Ah !  said  in  all  ways  fix>m  this  pnxluctive  subject.  Bui 
he,  '  America  is  a  fine  free  country,  it  is  there  is  one  topic  which  I  hope  I  shall  be  ex- 
worth  the  people's  fighting  for;  I  know  the  cused  in  going  a  little  beyond  my  design, 
dttfference  by  knowing  my  own :  in  my  (x>un-  The  factions,  now  so  busy  among  us,  in 
try,  if  the  prince  taySj  Eat  straw j  toe  eat  order  to  divestmenofall  love  for  their  country. 
ttraw*  God  help  that  country,  thought  I,  be  and  to  remove  from  their  minds  all  duty  witl 
it  Eni^and,  or  elsewhere,  whose  liberties  are  regard  to  the  state,  endeavour  to  propagate  ac 
to  be  protected  by  German  prineiplea  of  go-  opinion,  that  the  people^  in  forming  their  cxmit 
vemmenty  and  princes  of  Brunswick  P*  monwealth,  have  by  no  means  parted  witt 

«It  is  somewhat  curious  to  observe,  that  ^  vindication  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  raeoB» 

fitboii^h  the  people  of  England  have  been  in  mended  by  the  aeveral  societies. 
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Aeir  power  over  it.    Thia  is  an  impregnable  ns.      The  number   engaged  in  cnmee,  iiw 

citadel,  to  whidi    tliese   gentlemen   retreat  stead   of   turning   them  into  laudable  acts, 

wboierer  they  are  pushed  by  the  battery  of  only  augments  the  quantity  and  intensity  of 

liws,  and  usages,  and  positive  conventions,  the  guilt.    I  am  well  aware,  that  men  love  to 

Indeed,  it  is  such  and  of  so  great  force,  that  all  hear  of  their  power,  but  have  an  exUreme  dis- 

tbej  have  d(»ae  in  defending  d^eir  outworks  is  so  relish  to  be  told  of  their  duty.    This  is  of 

Bueh  time  and  labour  thrown  away.     Discuss  course  ;  because  every  duty  is  a  limitati<Mi  of 

invoftheir  schemes— their  answer  is — It  is  the  some  power.    Indeed,  arbitrary  power  is  so 

Kid^epeopUf  and  that  is  sufficient.    Are  much  to  the  depraved  taste  of  the  vulgar,  of 

«e  to  deny  to  a  majority  of  the  people  the  the  vulgar  of  every  description,  that  almost  all 

ri^t  of  altering  even  the  wh(de  fraine  of  their  the  dissensions  which  lacerate  the  oommoo- 

Hcie^,  if  such  should  be  their  pleasure?  wealth,  are  not    concerning  the  manner  in 

Thej  may    change    it,    say  th^,    from   a  which  it  is  to  be  exercised,  but  c(xiceming  the 

Booarchy  to  a  republic  to-day,  and  to-morrow  hands  in  which  it  is  to  be  placed.  Somewhere 

buk  agam  from  a  republic  to  a  monarchy ;  th^  are  resolved  to  have  it.    Whether  they 

sod  so  backward  and  forward  as  often  as  they  desire  it  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  many  or  the 

like.     They  are   masters  of  the  common-  few,  depends  with  most  men  upon  the  chance 

vetith ;  because  in  substance  they  are  them-  which  they  imagine  they  themselves  may  have 

Mhos  the  commonwealth.    The  French  revo-  <^  partaking  in  the  exercise  of  that  arbitrary 

lutioo,  say  they,  was  the  act  of  the  majori^  of  sway,  in  the  one  mode  or  in  (he  other. 

^  people ;  and  if  the  majority  of  anjr  other  It  is  not  necessary  to  teach  men  to  thirst 

people,  the  people  of  England  for  instance,  after  power.     But  it  is  very  expedient  that,  by 

wish  to  voaka  the  same  change,  they  have  the  moral  instruction,  they  should  be  taught,  and 

nine  right.  by  their  civil  constitutions  they  should  be 

Just  the  same  undoubtedly.    That  is,  none  compelled,  to  put  many  restrictions  upon  the 

tt  iQ.    Neither  die  few  nor  the  many  have  a  immoderate  exercise  of  it,  and  the  inordinate 

right  to  act  merely  by  their  will,  in  any  matter  desire.     The  best  method  of  obtaining  these 

eoQoected  with  duty,  trust,  engagement,  or  two  great  points  ferms  the  important,  but  at 

obligation.      The  constitution  of  a  country  the  same  time  the  difficult  problem  to  the  true 

being  once  settled  upcm  some  con^>act,  tacit  or  statesman.    He  thinks  of  the  place  in  which 

expressed,  there  is  no  power  existing  of  force  political  power  is  to  be  lodged,  with  no  other 

to  alter  it,  without  the  breach  of  the  covenant,  attention,  than  as  it  may  render  the  more  (Mr 

or  the  coDs^it  of  all  the  parties.     Such  is  the  the  less  practicable,  its  salutary  restraint,  and 

nature  of  a  contract.    And  the  votes  of  a  ma-  its  prudent  direction.     For  this  reascm  no 

jority  of  the  people,  whatever  their  in&mous  legislator,   at  any  period  oS  the  wnrld,  has 

flatterers  may  teach  in  order  to  corrupt  their  willingly  placed  the  seat  of  active  power  in  the 

minds,  cannot  alter  the  moral,  any  more  than  hands  of  die  multitude :  because  there  it  admits 

tfaey  can  alter  the  physical  essence  of  things.  oS  no  controid,  no  reflation,  no  steady  direc- 

The  people  are  not  to  be  taught  to  think  tion  whatsoever.     The  people  are  the  natural 

Uf^dy  of  their  engagem^its  to  their  governors ;  controul  on  authority  ;  but  to  exercise  and  to 

else  they  teach  governors  to  think  lighUy  of  controul  together   is  contradictOTy  and  im- 

their  engagements  towards   them.      In  that  possible. 

kind  of  game  in  the  end  the  people  are  sure  As    to  the  exorbitant  exercise  of  power 

to  be  losers.      To  flatter  them  into  a  con-  cannot,  under  popular  sway,  be  effectually 

tempt  of  faith,  truth,  and  justice,  is  to  ruin  restrained,  the  other  great  object  (Apolitical  ar^ 

them ;  fi>r  in  these  virtues  (insists  their  whole  rangement,  the  means  of  abating  an  excessive 

aafety.     To  flatter  any  man,  or  any  part  of  desireofit,is  in  such  a  state  still  worse  provided 

mankind,  in  any  descripticn,  by  asserting,  fer.     The  democratic  (K>mmonweaIth  is  the 

diat  in  ei^ageraents  he  or  they  are  free  whilst  fb(x]ful  nurse  of  ambition.    Under  the  other 

my  other  human  creature  is  bound,  is  ulti-  ferms  it  meets  with  many  restraints.    When- 

bately  to  vest  the  rule  of  morality  in  the  ever,  in  states  which  have  had  a  democratic 

pleasure  of  those  who  ought  to  be  rigi(9y  sub-  basis,  the  legislators  have  endeavoured  to  put 

mitted  to  it ;  to  8ulQ9e(^  the  sovereign  reason  restraints  upon  ambition,  their  methods  were 

of  die  world  to  the  caprices  of  weak  and  giddy  as  violent,  as  in  the  end  they  were  inefl*ectual ; 

men.  as  violent,  indeed,  as  any  the  most  jealous 

But,  as  no  one  of  us  men  can  dispense  with  despotism  couki  invent.    The  ostracism  (x>ald 

public  or  ^vate  feidi,  m  with  any  other  tie  of  n(rt  very  long  save  itself,  and  much  less  the 

nonl  oUigation  so  neither  can  any  number  of  state  which  it  was  meant  to  guard,  firom  the 
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■ItoMpli  of  iwhitifln,  cub  of  <ie  nttaral  inbwd  ber  of  pwwM  9mom%  ■miriiri, 

ineorabtediitfwipfitiof  aiKwraiftddeinocraqr.  tinwe  prior  obligBtioH.    In 

But  to  return  from  this  diort  digroMioii,  ■nhodJitiato  rela^ans  U9  fiikatuj,  m 
which,  however,  is  not  wboUy  Ibreign  to  the  they  are  necessary^but  the  duties  are  al 
question  of  the  effect  of  the  will  of  the  majority  compulsiye.  When  we  marry,  the  choice  is 
■pen  the  form  or  the  existence  of  their  society,  voluntary,  but  the  duties  are  not  natter  of 
I  cannot  too  often  recMnmend  it  to  the  serious  choice.  They  are  dictated  by  the  natiBv  «f 
consideration  of  all  men,  who  think  civil  so-  the  situation.  Dark  and  inscrutable  aia  the 
ciety  to  be  within  the  province  of  moral  juris-  ways  by  which  we  come  into  the  wochL  The 
diction,  that  if  we  owe  to  it  any  duty,  it  is  not  instincts  which  give  rise  to  this  myatisrioos 
subject  to  our  will.  Duties  are  not  voluntary,  process  of  nature  are  not  of  our  making.  Bat 
Duty  and  will  are  even  contradictory  terms,  ofour  physical  causes,  unknown  to  as,  peihaps 
Now  though  civil  society  might  be  at  first  a  unknowable,  arise  moral  duties,  ^diidi,  as  we 
voluntary  act  (which  in  many  cases  it  on-  are  able  perfectly  to  comprehend,  we  are  bouai 
doubtedly  was)  its  continuance  is  under  a  indispensably  to  perform.  Parents  BHiy  not 
permanent  standing  covenant,  co-existing  with  be  consenting  to  their  moral  rdatkm ;  bat  om* 
die  society ;  and  it  attaches  upon  every  indi-  aenting  or  not,  they  are  bound  to  a  hmg  tnk 
vidua!  of  that  society,  without  any  formal  act  of  burthensome  duties  towards  those  with 
of  his  own.  This  is  warranted  by  the  general  whom  they  have  never  made  a  ooBvention  cf 
practice,  arising  out  of  the  general  sense  of  any  sort.  Children  are  not  consentiiq^  to  dieir 
mankind.  Men  without  their  choice  derive  relation,  but  their  relation,  without  dieiractosl 
benefits  fi'om  that  association ;  without  their  consent,  binds  them  to  their  duties ;  or  radier 
eboice  they  are  subjected  to  duties  in  conse-  it  implies  their  consent,  because  the  preeumed 
quence  of  these  benefits ;  and  without  their  consent  of  every  rational  creature  is  in  onisoa 
dioice  they  enter  into  a  virtual  oUigation  as  with  the  predisposed  order  of  things.  Men 
binding  as  any  that  is  actual.  Look  through  come  in  that  manner  into  a  communis  with 
tiie  whole  of  life  and  die  whole  system  of  du-  die  social  state  of  their  parents,  endowed  widi 
ties.  Much  the  strongest  moral  obligations  all  the  benefits,  k>aded  with  all  the  duties  of 
are  such  as  were  never  the  results  of  our  their  situation.  If  the  soda!  ties  and  liga- 
option.  I  allow,  that  if  no  sufHreme  ruler  ments,  spun  out  of  those  physical  rdatkns 
exists,  wise  to  form,  and  potent  to  enforce,  the  iriiich  are  the  elements  of  the  conunonweahh, 
moral  law,  there  is  no  sancti<Hi  to  any  contract,  in  most  cases  begin,  and  always  eontume,  in- 
virtual  (Mr  even  actual,  against  the  will  cf  pre-  dependendy  of  our  will,  so  without  any  stipiH 
valent  power.  On  that  hypothesis,  let  any  lation  cm  our  own  part,  are  we  bmind  by  that 
■at  of  men  be  strong  enough  to  set  their  duties  relati<Mi  called  our  country,  whidi  conqir^Mads 
at  defiance,  and  they  cease  to  be  duties  any  (as  it  has  been  weU  said)  "  all  the  charities  of 
hmger.  We  have  but  this  one  a^^al  against  all."*  Nor  are  we  left  without  poweiftd  in- 
irrnsistiUe  power^  stincts  to  make  this  duty  as  dear  and  gratelul 

to  us,  as  it  is  awfiil  and  coercive.    Our  ooun- 

81  genus  humanum  etmortalia  temnhis  anna,  tiy  is  not  a  thing  of  mere  physical  locality, 

▲t  sperate  Deos  memores  fundi  atque  nefandi.  It  consists,  in  a  great  measure,  in  the  ancient 

.  order  into  iiriiich  we  are  bora.    We  may  have 

Taking  It  for  granted  diat  I  do  not  write  to  die  the  same  geographical  situation,  but  anodier 

disciples  cf  the  Parisian  philosophy,  I  may  country;  as  we  may  have  die  same  country  in 

assume,  diat  die  awfid  audior  of  our  being  is  anodier  soU.    The  place  diat  determmes  oar 

die  audior  of  our  place  in  the  order  of  exist-  d^ty  ^  ^ur  country  is  a  social,  civil  relatioii. 

ence ;  and  diat  having  disposed  and  marshalled  These  are  die  opinions  of  die  audior  whose 

us  by  a  divme  tacUc,  not  according  to  our  cause  I  defend.    I  hiy  diem  down  not  to  en- 

wiB,  but  aooordmg  to  his,  he  has,  m  and  by  feroe  diem  upon  odiers  by  disputation,  but  aa 

Aat  disposiuon,  virtually  subjected  us  to  act  ^  account  of  his  proceedings.    On  diem  he 

die  part  which  Mongs  to  die  place  assigned  acts;  and  from  diem  he  is  convinced  that 

IIS.    We  have  obligations  to  mankmd  at  hurge,  neidier  he,  nor  aay  man,  or  number  of  men, 

which  are  not  in  consequence  of  any  special  have  a  right  (except  what  necemity,  which  is 

voluntary  pact.    They  arise  from  die  relation  out  of  and  above  all  rule,  radier  imposes  than 

of  man  to  man,  and  die  relation  cf  man  to  God,  bestows)  to  free  diemselves  from  diat  primary 
^riiich  rdations  are  not  matters  of  choice.    On 

^econtrary ,  die  force  of  all  die  pacts  which  we  »  omnes  omnium  chvitates  patria  ana  con- 

•ntar  mto  widi  any  particular  peiwD  or  nam-  ptoetkorw— Cte^ 


TO  THS  OLD  WHIGS.  99 

■I       wpgwMBt  mto  wliidi  vntej  mui  bom  into  t  affirm  or  deny :  but  I  am  Mtiffied  that  no 

if       OMUBini^  as  mudi  ooatracts  by  his  bein^  occasion  can  justify  such  a  resumption,  which 

i|       kofi  into  it,  as  he  contracts  an  obligation  to  would  not  equally  authorize  a  dispensation 

certaki  parents  by  his  having  been  derived  with  any  other  moral  duty,  perhaps  with  all  of 

fiwi  Aeir  bodies.    The  place  of  every  man  them  together.    However,  if  in  general  it  be 

determines  his  duty.    If  you  ask,  Quern  U  not  easy  to  determine  concerning  the  lawful- 

^  atae  junit  ?  you  will  be  answered  when  ness  of  such  devious  proceedings,  which  must 

7M  reiohre  this  other  questicm,  HnmamiBi  qua  be  ever  on  the  edge  of  crimes,  it  is  fiur  from 

ftrU  loeotmt  gMtnn?*  difficult  to  foresee  the  perilous  consequences  of 

I  admit,  indeed,  that  in  mcMrals,  as  in  aU  the  resuscitation  of  such  a  power  in  die  people. 

dungs  else,  difficulties  will  scMmetimes  occur.  The  practical  consequences  of  any  political 

Oitiei  wih  s(Hnetimes    cross   one  another,  tenet  go  a  great  way  in  deciding  upon  its  value. 

Tkmqaestions  will  arise,  which  of  them  is  to  Political  problems  do  not  primarily  concern 

bs  placed  in  subordination;  whidi  of  them  truth  or  fidsehood.    They  relate  to  good  or  evil. 

atj  be  entirely  superseded?    These  doubts  What  in  the  result  is  likely  to  produce  evil,  is 

{ive  rise  to  diat  part  of  moral  science  called  politically  fidse :  diat  which  is  productive  of 

eiasutry ;  whidi,  though  necessary  to  be  well  good,  politically  true. 

Msdied  by  thooe  who  wouki  bec(Mne  expert  in  Believing  it,  therefore,  a  question  at  least 

tisU  learning,  who  adm  at  becoming  what,  I  arduous  in  the  theory,  and  in  the  practice  very 

dusk,  Cicero  somewhere  calls,  artifieea  qfi-  critical,  it  woukl  become  us  to  ascertam,  as 

MnuR ;  it  requires  a  very  solid  and  discrimi*.  well  as  we  can,  what  form  it  is  that  our  incan- 

aatmg  jodgm^it,  great  modesty  and  caution,  tations  are  about  to  call  up  from  darkness  and 

ttd  much  sobriety  of  mind  in  the  handling ;  the  sleep  of  ages.    When  the  supreme  autho- 

«lae  ^re  is  a  danger  that  it  may  totally  sub-  rity  of  the  people  is  in  questicm,  before  we  at- 

virt  those  offices  which  it  is  its  object  <Mily  to  tempt  to  extend  or  to  confine  it,  we  ought  to 

methodize  and  reconcile.    Duties,  at   their  fix  in  our  minds,  with  some  degree  of  distinct- 

•xtrsme  bounds,  are  drawn  very  fine,  so  as  to  ness,  an  idea  of  what  it  is  we  mean,  when  we 

become  ahnost  evanescent.     In  that  state,  say  the  PEOPLE. 

SOBSB  shade  of  doubt  will  always  rest  on  these  In  a  state  of  rude  nature  there  is  no  sudi 

questions,  when  they  are  pursued  with  great  thing  as  a  people.     A  number  d*  men  in  them- 

sid»tiity.    But  the  very  h8d>it  of  stating  these  selves  have  no  collective  capacity.     The  idea 

extreme  cases  is  not  very  laudable  or  safe:  of  a  people  is  the  idea  of  a  corporation.    It  is 

because,  in  general,  it  is  not  right  to  turn  our  wholly  artificial ;  and  made  like  all  other  legal 

duties  into  doubts.     They  are  imposed  to  fictions  by  common  agreement.     What  the 

govern  our  conduct,  not  to  exercise  our  inge-  particular  nature  of  that  agreement  was,  is 

anity ;  and  therefore,  our  opinions  about  them  collected  from  the  form  into  which  the  particular 

ought  nol  to  be  in  a  state  of  fluctuation,  but  society  has  been  cast.    Any  other  is  not  (^^etr 

■toady,  aure,  and  resolved.  covenant.     When  men,  therefore,  break  up  the 

Am^g  these  nice,  and  ther^re  damgerous,  original  compact  or  agreement  which  gives  its 

poii^  of  casui^ry  may  be  reckoned  the  ques-  corporate  form  and  capacity  to  a  state,  they 

tioa  so  much  agitated  in  the  present  hour— >  are  no  longer  a  people  ;  they  have  no  longer  a 

Whedier,  after  the  people  have  discharged  corporate  existence;  they  have  no  longer  a 

themselves  of  dieir  original  power  by  an  ha^  legal  co-active  force  to  bind  within,  nor  a  claim 

bitual  del^atioBi,  no  occasion  can  possibly  to  be  recognised  abroad.     They  are  a  number 

•ecor  whi<^  may  justify  the  resumption  of  it  ?  of  vague  loose  individuals,  and  nothing  more. 

This  <piestion,  in  this  Jatitude,  is  very  hard  to  With  them  all  is  to  begin  again.    Alas !  they 

little  know  how  many  a  weary  step  is  to  be 

♦  A  fi?w  lines  In  Persius  contain  a  good  sum*  taken  before  they  can  form  themselves  into  a 

mary  of  all  the  objects  of  moral  mveatigation,  _           u-  u  u        .  .^  .v^ju:..  .^mi/»i.i:»» 

and  lilm  the  result  of  oar  Inquiry :  There  human  »»«.  ^^^c^  »>"  a  true  politic  personality. 

will  Iws  no  place.  We  hear  much  from  men,  who  have  not 

acquired  their  hardiness  of  assertion  Gram  the 

quid  sttmtM  /  et  quidnam  vieturi  gignimur  ?  profiindity  of  their  thinking,  about  the  omnipo* 

Qtds  «lolSla.^'*et  m^toquls  raoVis  flexus  et  unde?  ^^^  <^^  majority  in  such  a  dissolution  of  an 

Qiils  modus  argento?   Quid /as  oplare  ?   Quid  ancient  society  as  hath  taken  place  m  France. 

aspsr  But  among  men  so  disbanded,  there  can  be  no 

Utile  nummus  habet  ?   Patrim  eharisque  pro-  ^^^  thing  as  majority  or  minority ;  or  power 

Onantnm'ti'tf^ri  deft«f  ?-.queri  to  Deus  esse  »  ^J  p"®  .!>«"<«  ^  >^  "^^fv    "^^^ 

Juuit  /--et  humana  qua  pane  locatuo  ss  in  re?  power  of  acting  by  a  majority,  whieh  tlie  ge»* 
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tiemen  theorists  seem  to  assimie  so  readily,  tions  of  any  other  country.    Sudi.  indeed, 

after  they  have  violated  the  ccmtract  out  of  every  commoowealth  must  be,  without  a  posi- 

which  it  has  arisen,  (if  at  all  it  existed,)  must  tive  law  to  recognise  in  a  certain  number  the 

be  grounded  on  two  assumptions  ;  first,  that  of  will  of  the  entire  body. 

an  incorporation  produced  by  unanimity  ;  and         If  men  dissolve  their  ancient  incorpcMration, 
secondly,  an  unanimous  agreement,  that  the  in  order  to  regenerate  their  community,  in  that 
act  of  a  mere  majority  (say  of  one)  shall  pass  state  of  things  each  man  has  a  right,  if  he 
with  them  and  with  others  as  the  act  of  the  pleases,  to  remain  an  individual.     Any  num- 
whole.           «  ber  of  individuals,  who  can  agree  upon  it,  have 
We  are  so  little  affected  by  things  which  are  an  undoubted  right  to  form  themselves  into  a 
habitual,  that  we  consider  this  idea  of  the  de-  state  apart  and  whdly  independent.     If  any  of 
cision  of  a  majority  as  if  it  were  a  law  c^our  these  is  forced  into  the  fellowship  nf  another, 
original  nature :  But  such  constructive  whole,  this  is  conquest  and  not  compact.     On  every 
residing  in  a  part  (»ily,  is  one  of  the  most  vio-  principle,  which  supposes  society  to  be  in  vir- 
lent  fictions  of  positive  law,  that  ever  has  been  tue  of  a  firee  covenant,  this  compulsive  incoi^ 
or  can  be  made  on  the  principles  of  artificial  poraticn  must  be  null  and  void, 
incorporation.      Out  of  civil  society  nature         As  a  people  can  have  no  right  to  a  corporate 
knows  nothing  of  it ;  nor  are  men,  even  when  capacity  without  universal  consent,  so  neither 
arranged  according  to  civil  order,  otherwise  have  they  a  right  to  hold  exclusively  any  lands 
than  by  very  long  training,  brought  at  all  to  in  the  name  and  title  of  a  corporation.     On  the 
■ubrait  to  it.     The  mind  is  brought  far  more  scheme  of  the  present  rulers  in  our  neighbour- 
easily  to  acquiesce  in  the  proceedings  of  cme  ing  country,  regenerated  as  they  are,  they  have 
man,  or  a  fow,  who  act  under  a  general  pro-  no  more  right  to  the  territory  called  France 
curaticm  for  the  state,  than  in  the  vote  of  a  than  I  have.     I  have  a  right  to  pitch  my  tent 
Tictorious  majority  in  councils  in  which  every  in  any  unoccupied  place  I  can  find  for  it ;  and 
man  has  his  share  in  the  deliberations.     For  I  may  apply  to  my  own  maintenance  any  part 
there  the  beaten  party  are  exasperated  and  of  their  unoccupied  soil.    I  may  purchase  the 
soured  by  the  previous  contention,  and  morti-  house  or  vineyard  of  any  individual  proprietor 
fied  by  the  ccmclusive  defeat.     This  mode  of  who  refuses  his  consent  (and  most  proprietors 
decision,  where  wills  may  be  so  nearly  equal,  have,  as  &r  as  they  dared,  refused  it)  to  the 
where,  according  to  circumstances,  the  smaller  new  incorporation.    I  stand  in  his  independent 
number  may  be  the  stronger  fwce,  and  where  place.     Who  are  these  insolent  men  calling 
apparent  reason  may  be  all  upon  one  side,  and  themselves  the    French  nati(»i,   that  would 
on  the  other  little  else  than  impetuous  appetite  ;  monopolize  this  fair  domain  of  nature  ?    Is  it 
all  this  must  be  the  result  of  a  very  particular  because  they  speak  a  certain  jargtm  ?    Is  it 
and  special  convention,  confirmed  ailerwards  their  mode  of  chattering,  to  me  unintelligible, 
by  long  habits  of  obedience,  by  a  sort  of  disci-  that  forms  their  title  to  my  land  ?    Who  are 
f^e  in  society,  and  by  a  strong  hand,  vested  they  who  claim  by  prescripticm  and  descent 
with  stationary  permanent  power,  to  enforce  from  certain  gangs  of  banditti  called'  Franks, 
this  sort  of  constructive  general  will.     What  uid  Burgundians,  and  Visigoths,  of  whom  I 
organ  it  is  that  shall  declare  the  corporate  may  have  never  heard,  and  ninety-nine  out  of 
mind  is  so  much  a  matter  of  positive  arrange-  an  hundred  d*  themselves  certainly  never  have 
ment,  that  several  states,  for  the  validity  of  heard ;  whilst  at  the  very  time  they  tell  me, 
■everal  of  their  acts,  have  required  a  proper-  that  prescription  and  long  possession  form  no 
tion  of  voices  much  greater  than  that  of  a  mere  title  to  property  ?    Who  are  they  that  presume 
majoritjT.     These  proportions  are  so  entirely  to  assert  that  the  land  which  I  purchased  of 
fovemed  by  ccxivention,   that  in  some  cases  the  individual,  a  natural  person,  and  not  a  fio- 
the  minori^  decides.     The  laws  in  many  tion  of  state,  belongs  to  them,  who  in  the  very 
countries  to  condemn  require  more  than  a  mere  capacity  in  which  they  make  their  claim  can 
majority  ;  less  than  an  equal  number  to  acquit,  exist  only  as  an  imaginary  being,  and  in  virtue 
In  our  judicial  trials  we  require  unanimity  c^  the  very  prescription  which  they  reject  and 
either  to  condemn  or  to  absolve.     In  some  in-  disown  ?     This  mode  of  arguing  mig^t  be 
corporations  one  man  speaks  for  the  whole ;  in  pushed  into  all  the  detail,  so  as  to  leave  no  sort 
others,  a  few.     Until  the  other  day,  in  the  of  doubt,  that  on  their  principles,  and  on  the 
constitution  of  Poland,  unanimity  was  required  sort  of  footing  on  whidi   they  have  thought 
to  give  validity  to  any  act  of  their  great  na-  proper  to  place  themseives,  the  crowd  of  men, 
ticral  council  or  diet.    This  approaches  much  on  the  one  side  q£  the  channel,  who  have  the 
nort  nearly  to  rode  nature  than  the  institu-  impudence  to  call  themselyes  a  people  can 
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■BTttr  be  die  lawful  exdusiTopoMenora  of  the  nothing  low  and  sordid  from  one*i  in&ncy ;  To 

loiL    By  what  they  call  reafl<ning  without  be  taught  to  respect  one's  self;  To  be  habi^• 

pnjudice,  they  leave  not  one  stone  upon  an-  uated  to  the  censorial  inspection  of  the  puUic 

other  in  the  &bric  of  human  society.    They  eye ;   To  look  early  to  public  opinion ;   To 

aibrert  all  the  authority  which  they  bold,  as  stand   up<m  such  elevated  ground  as  to  be 

ivail  as  all  that  which  they  have  destroyed.  enabled  to  take  a  large  view  of  the  wide-spread 

As  in  the  abstract,  it  is  perfectly  clear,  that,  and  infinitely  diversified  combinations  of  men 

oat  of  a  state  of  civil  society,  majority  and  and  afifairs  in  a  large  society ;  To  have  leisure 

■inorit^  are  relations  which  can  have  no  ex-  to  read,  to  reflect,  to  converse ;  To  be  enabled 

Htenoe;  and  that  in  civil  society,  its  own  to  draw  the  court  and  attention  of  the  wise  and 

specific  conventions  in  each  corporation,  de-  learned  wherever  they  are  to  be  found ;  To  be 

tenune  what  it  is  thai  constitutes  the  people,  habituated  in  armies  to  ccunmand  and  to  obey ; 

•oas  to  make  their  act  the  significaticm  of  the  To  be  taught  to  despise  danger  in  the  pursuit 

general  will;   to  come  to  particulars,  it  is  of  honour  and  duty;   To  be  formed  to  the 

equally  dear,  that  neither  in  France  nor  in  greatest  degree  of  vigilance,  foresight,  and  cir^ 

England  has  the  original,  or  any  subsequent  cumspeotion,  in  a  state  of  things  in  which  no 

oonpact  of  the  state,  expressed  or  implied,  fault  is  committed  with  impunity,  and  the 

oonstitatsd  mmajority  of  nun,  told  by  the  heady  slightest  mistakes  draw  on  Uie  most  ruinous 

10  be  tbe  acting  people  of  their  several  commu-  consequences — To  be  led  to  a  guarded  and 

Bities.    And  I  see  as  little  of  pdicy  or  utility,  regulated  conduct,  from  a  sense  that  you  are 

u  there  is  of  ri^t,  in  laying  down  a  principle  considered  as  an  instructor  of  your  feUow- 

Ibat  a  majority  of  men  told  by  the  head  are  to  citizens  in  their  highest  concerns,  and  that  you 

be  eoosidered  as  the  pe<^e,  and  that  as  such  act  as  a  reconciler  between  C^od  and  man— To 

tlmr  will  is  to  be  law.  What  policy  can  there  be  employed  as  an  administrator  of  law  and 

be  fmrnd  in  arrangem«its  made  in  defiance  of  justice,  and  to  be  thereby  among  the  first  bene- 

•▼ery  political  principle  ?    To  enable  men  to  fitctors  to  mankind — To  be  a  professor  of  high 

let  with  ^Sba  weight  uid  character  of  a  people,  science,  or  of  liberal  and  ingenuous  art— To 

ud  to  answw  the  ends  for  which  they  are  in-  be  among  rich  traders,  who  from  their  success 

oorporated  into  diat  capacity,  we  must  suppose  are  presumed  to  have  sharp  and  vigorous  un- 

thMn  (by  means  immediate  or  consequential)  derstandings,  and  to  possess  the  virtues  of 

to  be  in  that  state  of  habitual  social  discipline,  diligence,  order,  constancy,  and  regularity, 

in  yAaxkk  the  wiser,  the  more  expert,  and  the  and  to  have  cultivated  an  habitual  regard  to 

more  opulent,  conduct,  and  by  conducting  en-  commutative  justice— These  are  the  circum- 

ligfateo  and  protect  the  weaker,  the  less  know-  stances  of  men,  that  form  what  I  shouU  call  a 

iog,  and  the  less  provided  with  the  goods  d*  natural  aristocracy,  without  which  there  is  no 

wtone.     When  the  multitude  are  not  under  nati(»i. 

this  discipline,  they  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  The  state  of  civil  society,  which  necessa- 

>n  civil  socie^.    Give  once  a  certain  consti-  rily  generates  this  aristocracy,  is  a  state  of 

tution  of  things,  which  produces  a  varie^  of  nature ;  and  much  more  truly  so  than  a  savage 

conditions  and  circumstances  in  a  state,  and  and  incoherent  mode  of  lifo.     For  man  is  by 

there  is  in  nature  and   reason  a  principle  nature  reas<»iable ;  and  he  is  never  perfectly 

which,  for  their  own  benefit,  postpones,  not  in  his  natural  state,  but  when  he  is  placed 

the  interest  but  the  judgment,  of  those  who  are  where  reason  may  be  best  cultivated,  and  most 

asmero  phrreti  to  those  who  are  virtute  et  predominates.     Art  is  man's  nature.     We 

AoMre  majores.    Nun^rs  in  a  state  (sup-  are  as  much,  at  least,  in  a  state  of  nature  in 

posing,  which  is  not  the  case  in  France,  that  formed  manhood,  as  in  immature  and  helpless 

t  state  does  exist)  are  always  (^consideration  in&ncy.    Men  qualified  in  the  manner  I  have 

--but  diey  are  not  the  whole  consideration,  just  described,  form  in  nature,  as  she  operates 

It  is  in  things  more  serious  than  a  fJay,  that  in  the  commcm  modification  of  society,  the 

it  may  be  truly  said  taHst  ut  eqtuUm  wdhi  leading,  guiding,  and  governing  part.    It  is 

jlaudtre,  the  soul  to  the  body,  without  which  the  man 

A  true  natural  aristocracy  is  not  a  separate  does  not  exist.    To  give  therefore  no  more 

interest  in  the  state,  or  separable  from  it.    It  importance,  in  the  social  order,  to  such  descrip- 

it  an  essential  integrant  part  of  any  large  body  ti(»is  of  men,  than  that  of  so  many  units,  is  a 

ri(^dy  coDStituted.    It  is  formed  out  of  a  class  horrible  usurpation. 

of  legitiniate  presumptions,  which,  taken  as  When  great  multitudes  act  together,  under 

mmalitiea,  masC  be  admitted  for  actual  truths,  that  discipline  of  nature,  I  recognise  the  PEO- 

To  bebfed  in  a  placa  of  estimation;  To  see  PLE.    I  acknowledge  something  that  peifaa|if 
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eqoalf }  and  ought  always  to  guide  the  sove-  with  the  national  aawmbly,  ihaA  all  the  mnk 
reignty  of  convention.  In  all  things  the  Toice  which  have  &U«i  upon  men  had  been  caused 
of  this  grand  chorus  ofnaticmal  haruKmy  ought  by  an  ignorance  of  their  "  having  been  bom 
to  have  a  mighty  and  decisive  influence.  But  and  continued  equal  as  to  their  rights."  Had 
when  you  disturb  this  harmony  ;  when  you  the  populace  been  able  to  repeat  that  prolbuiid 
break  up  this  beautiful  order,  this  array  of  maxim  all  would  have  g<nie  perfectly  wefl  with 
truth  and  nature,  as  well  as  of  habit  and  pre-  them.  No  tyranny,  no  vexation,  no  (qppret> 
judice ;  when  you  separate  the  conmion  sort  sion,  no  care,  no  sorrow,  could  have  existed  in 
of  men  from  their  proper  chieflains  so  as  to  the  world.  This  would  have  cured  them  Uke 
fona  them  into  an  adverse  army,  I  no  longer  a  charm  fer  the  tooth-ache.  But  the  lowest 
know  that  venerable  object  called  the  people  in  wretches,  in  their  most  ignorant  state,  wwa 
•odi  a  disbanded  race  of  deserters  and  vaga-  able  at  ail  times  to  talk  such  stuflT;  and  yet  at 
bonds.  For  a  while  they  may  be  terrible  in-  all  times  have  they  sufl*ered  many  evils  and 
deed ;  but  in  such  a  manner  as  wild  beasts  are  many  oppressions,  both  before  and  since  the 
terrible.  The  mind  owes  to  them  no  sort  of  republication  by  the  national  assembly  of  this 
■ubmission.  They  are,  as  they  have  always  spell  of  healing  potency  and  virtue.  The  en- 
been  reputed,  rebels.  They  may  lawfully  be  lightened  Dr.  Ball,  when  he  wished  to  rekindle 
fought  with,  and  brought  under,  whenever  an  the  lights  and  fires  of  his  audience  oa  dus 
advantage  ofiers.  Those  who  attempt  by  out-  point,  chose  for  the  text  the  following  ooapiet : 
rage  and  violence  to  deprive  men  of  any  ad- 
vantage which  they  hoM  under  the  laws,  and  When  Adam  delved  and  Eve  man, 
to  destroy  the  natural  order  of  life,  proclaim  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  '*^«  genUeman  ?  ^ 
war  against  them.      .  «,i.  . .         .             .1               •.•  « 

We  have  read  in  history  of  that  furious  in-  S^^i«  ^fP^?°*  maxim,  however,  I  do  not  give 

■urrection  of  the  common  people  in  France  ^''"/^l;  ?«  i°\entor.     It  seems  to  have  fae^ 

called  the  Jacquerie ;  for  this  is  not  the  first  ^°^^  ^^^"  by  tiuditicm,  and  had  certainty 

time  that  the  people  have  been  enlightened  become  proverbial ;  but  whether  then  composed, 

into  treason,  murder,  and  rapine.    Its  object  **'  "^^7  Wli^»  thus  much  must  be  admitted, 

was  to  extirpate  the  gentrv.     The  Captd  de  ^^^  }""  learning,  sense,  energy,  and  compre. 

Buche,  a  famous  soldier  of  those  days,  dishon-  ^ensiveness,  it  is  fuUy  equal  to  aU  the  modem 

oared  the  name  of  a  gentleman  and  of  a  man  by  ?»sserta  tions  on  the  equality  of  mankind  ;  and 

takmg,  for  their  cruelties,  a  cruel  vengeance  *!^**^  ^j?®  advantage  over  them,-.that  it  is  m 

on   those  deluded   wretches:    it  was,   how-  ^T"*®* 

ever,  his  right  and  his  duty  to  make  war  upon  *  u  \b  no  small  loss  to  the  world,  that  the 

them,  and  afterwards,  in  moderation,  to  bring  whole  of  this  enlightened  and  philosophic  ser- 

diem  to  punishment  for  their  rebellion ;  though  "*<*"»  preached  to  two  hundred  thounand  na- 

m  the  sense  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of  iL°"*^  ^k^^?^  assembled  at  Blackheath  (a  num. 

-          1  u     .u              c'viuMvu,  €Mi«  ui  Y^^  probably  equal  to  the  sublime  and  majestic 

some  of  our  clubs,  they  were  the  people;  and  Federation  of  the  14ih  of  July,  1790,  in  the 

weretrulyso,  if  you  will  call  by  that  appellation  Champ  de  Mars)  is  not  preserved.    A  short 

any  majority  of  men  told  by  the  head.  abstract  is,  however,  to  be  found  in  Walsing- 

At  a  titno.  Ti«t  «««r  *<>m/.to  fi««.  ♦K-  «M.«™-  ham.    I  have  added  it  here  for  the  edification  of 

•  J  /i    !  ° V^               ^      the  same  tj,„  njo^ern  whigs,  who  may  possibly  except 

period  (for  those  humours  never  have  affected  this  precious  little  fragment  from  their  general 

one  of  the  nati(xis  without  some  influence  on  comtempt  of  ancient  learning. 

the  other)  happened  several  rismgs  of  the  lower  ^'  ^"*  doctrina  plures  inficeret  ad  le  Black, 

oommons  in  England.     These  insurgents  were  5®'*^  ^  V^'  ducenta  miUia  hominum  communium 

-^ZT-Ti    ♦u^   ^r^     /Ju    •  u  u*    *     r  L  fueresimulcongregata)hujuscemodi8ennonem 

oertainly  the  minority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  est  exorsus. 

ooonties  in  which  they  resided ;    and  Cade, 

Ket,  and  Straw,  at  the  head  of  their  national  SH**"  ^^^^  ^^^^^*  »nd  Eve  span, 

guards,  and  fomented  by  certain  traitors  of  high  ^^"^  ^'^  ^^^  *  gentleman  ? 

rank,  did  no  more  than  exert,  according  to  the  Continuansque  sermonem  inceptum  nitebatur 

doctrines  of  ours  and  the  Parisian  societies,  per  verba proverbii  quod  pro  thematesumpserat, 

tfko  sovereign  power  inherent  in  the  maioritv.  introducere  &  probare,  ab  initio  omnes  pares 

"WTo  «.n  *uJ*i^^  «r*k^-^  ^..-.«*-  -  J.:  u  creatoa  a  natura,  servitutem  per  injustam  op- 

We  caU  the  time  of  Aose  events  a  dark  age.  pressionem  nequam  hominum  Vntrodictam  coS- 

indeed  we  aro  too  indulgent  to  our  own  profi-  traDei  vol«ntatem,quia  si  Deo  placuisset  servos 

ciency.     The  Abbe  John  Ball  understood  the  creasse,  utique  in  principio  mundi  constituisset, 

rights  of  man  as  weU  as  the  Abb6  Grecoire.  5."**  servus,  quisve  dnminus  futurus  fuisset. 

That  rMvo*An/i  n.f*;.^k  «r  .<>.i;f;/>»  ««^  «-«_  Considerarent  igitur  jam  tempus  a  Deo  datum 

izL^          patriarch  of  sedition,  and  pro-  eis,  in  quo  (deposlto  servitutis  jugo  diutlus)  pos- 

wype  of  our  modem  preachora,  was  of  opinion  sent  si  veUent,  libertate  diu  concupita  gaudere. 
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There  is  no  doubt,  but  lluit  this  great  teacher    on  this  valuable  text,  with  lenmaa,  tfaaorcni, 
of  the  ri^itB  of  man  decorated  his  diacourse,     scholia,  corollaries,  and  all  the  apparatus  of 

Q,i»psopter  monuit  iit  essent  viri  cordatl,  It 
amnre  bool  patris  famiUaa  ezcolentis  agrum 
BQum  It  exUrpantis  ac  resecantis  noxia  gramina 

Se  fmges  soIent  oppdinere,  &  ipsi  in  prspsenti 
:ere  festinarent ;  ^imo  majorea  regni  domi- 
no*  oceidendo ;  aeinde  juridicoSf  juat'ciarios 
k  juntiorea  j^trim  perimendo  i  postremo 
qaoaeoiique  scirent  in  poaterum  cotnmunttati 
aoctvos  tollerent  de  terra  sua:  sic  demum  4c 
I  paeem  tStiimtt  parerent  k.  teeuritatem  in  futu- 
run,  n  nMtUzs  majoribus  etaet  inter  eoa  (Bqua 
Kbertm,  eadem  nobiUUUj  par  digniUu,  nmi' 
<>^ue  potettaa. 

Here  is  displayed  at  once  the  whole  of  the 
grand  arcanum  pretended  to  be  found  out  bj  the 
Mtiooa)  assembly,  for  securing  future  happi- 
ness, peace,  and  tranquillity.  There  seems, 
however,  to  be  some  doubt  whether  thi-^  vener- 
able iMTotnmartyr  of  philosophy  was  inclined  to 
earrf  his  own  declaration  or  the  rights  of  men 
more  rigidly  into  practice  than  the  national  as- 
sembly thenwelves.  He  was,  like  them,  only 
pmching  licentiousness  to  the  populace  to  ob- 
tain power  for  himself,  if  we  may  believe  what 
i>  subjoined  by  the  historian. 

Cmpque  haec  k.  plura  ana  deliramenta  [think 
of  (his  old  fool  8  calling  all  the  wise  maxims  of 
the  French  academy  deliramenta}  praedicasset, 
commune  vulgus  cum  tanto  favore  prosequitur, 
viaeclamarent  eum  archiepiacopum  futurwn^ 
k  rtgni  eoncellarium.  Whether  he  would  have 
taken  these  situations  under  these  names,  or 
would  have  changed  the  whole  nomenclature  of 
the  state  and  church,  to  be  understood  hi  the 
•ense  of  the  revolution,  is  not  so  certain.  It  is 
probable  that  he  would  have  changed  the  names 
and  kept  the  substance  of  the  power. 

We  find  too,  that  they  had  in  those  days  their 
todettffor  eonalitutioruU  information,  of  which 
the  reverend  John  Ball  was  a  conspicuous 
nember.  sometimes  under  his  own  name,  some- 
times under  the  feigned  name  of  John  Schep. 
Besides  him  it  consi^ed  (as  Knyghtnn  '"Us  us) 
of  persons  who  went  by  the  real  or  iictitious 
names  of  Jack  Mylner,  Turn  Baker,  Jack 
Straw,  Jack  Trewman,  Jack  Carter,  and  pro- 
bably many  more.  Some  of  the  choicest  flowers 
of  the  publications,  charitably  written  and  circu- 
lated by  them  gratis,  are  upon  record  in  Wal- 
lin^ham  and  Knyghton  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to 
prefer  the  pithy  and  sententious  brevity  of  these 
mUletina  of  ancient  rebellion,  before  the  loose 
and  confused  prolixity  of  the  modem  advertise- 
ments of  constitutional  information.  They  con- 
tain more  good  morality,  and  less  bad  politics : 
they  had  much  more  foundation  in  real  oppres- 
aion;  and  they  have  the  recommendation  of 
bein?  much  better  adapted  to  the  capacities  of 
those  for  whose  instruction  they  were  intended. 
Whatever  laudable  pains  the  teachers  of  the 
present  day  appear  to  take,  I  cannot  compliment 
them  so  far  as  to  allow,  that  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  writing  down  to  ^e  level  of  thehr 
pu]Nls  the  membera  of  the  aovereign,  with  half 
the  ability  of  Jack  Carter  and  the  reverend  John 
Ball —That  my  readers  may  judge  for  them- 
aeives,  i  shall  give  them  one  or  two  specimens. 

The  first  is  an  address  ft-om  the  reverend 
^hn  BaU,  under  bif  nam  de  guerre  of  John 


Schep.  I  know  not  against  what  particular 
'*  guyle  in  borough"  the  writer  means  to  caution 
the  people ;  it  may  have  been  only  a  general 
cry  against  "  ro<f en  borougha,"  which  it  was 
thought  convenient  then,  as  now,  to  make  the 
first  pretext,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  of 
grievances. 

John  Schsp. 
John  Schep  sometime  Seint  Mary  Priest  of 
Yorke,  and  now  of  Colchester,  greeteth  well 
John  Namelesse,  It  John  the  Miller,  &  John 
Carter,  and  biddeth  them  that  they  betoare  of 
guyle  in  borough^  and  stand  together  In  Godl*s 
name :  and  biisdeth  Piers  Ploweman  goe  to  his 
werk,  and  chastise  well  Hob  the  ro£6er,^pro- 
bably  the  king]  and  take  with  yon  John  Irew- 
man,  and  all  his  fello  ws  and  no  moe. 

John  the  Miller  hath  yground  smal,  smaU, 

small : 
The  Kings  Sonne  of  Heven  shal  pay  for  all. 
Beware  or  ye  be  woe, 
Know  your  frende  fro  your  foe. 
Have  enough  and  cay  hoe  : 
And  do  wel  and  better,  and  flee  sinne. 
Jind  aeeke  peace  and  hnlde  you  therein  ; 
k  80  biddeth  John  Trewman,  It  all  his  fellowes. 

The  reader  has  perceived,  from  the  last  lines 
of  this  curious  state  paper,  how  well  the  national 
assembly  has  copied  its  union  of  the  profession 
of  universal  peace,  with  the  practice  of  murder 
and  confusion,  ana  the  blast  of  the  trumpet  of 
sedition  in  all  nations.  He  will,  in  the  following 
constitutional  paper,  observe  how  well,  in  their 
enigmatical  style,  like  the  assembly  and  their 
abettors,  the  old  philosophers  proscribe  all  he- 
reditary distinction,  and  bestow  it  only  on  virtue 
and  wisdom,  according  to  their  estimation  of 
both.  Yet  these  people  are  supposed  never  to 
have  heard  of  "  tne  rights  of  man !" 

Jack  Mtlnbr. 
Jakke  Mylner  asketh  help  to  tume  bis  mylne 
aright. 

He  hath  grounden  smal,  smal, 
The  King's  Sons  of  Heven  he  shall  pay  ftr 
alle. 

Loke  thy  mylne  go  a  ryy  t  with  the  four  saylif, 
and  the  post  stande  in  stedfastnesse. 

With  ryyt  8c  with  myyt, 
With  skill  k  with  wylle, 
Lat  myyt  help  ryyt, 
And  sky]  go  before  wille, 
And  ryyt  before  myght, 
Than  goth  our  mylne  aryght 
And  if  myght  jgo  before  ryght, 
And  wylle  before  skylle; 
Than  is  our  mylne  mys-a-dyght. 

Jack  Cartbr  understood  perfectly  the  doe- 
trine  of  looking  to  the  end,  with  an  indifference 
to  the  meana,  and  the  probability  of  much  good 
arising  out  of  great  eviL 

Jakke  Carter  prayes  yowe  alle  that  ye  malM 
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•ei«Doe,   whicfa  wti  furaiahed    in  as  great        Aberrations  like  these,  ivbetfaer  anciaitflr  , 

plenty  and  perfection  out  of  the  dogmatic,  and  modern,  unsuccessful  or  prosperous,  are  thoMl   ' 

polemic  magazines,  of  the  old  horse-armoury  of  of  passage.     They  furnish   no  ai^gnmratw  ^' 

the  schoolmen,  among  whom  Dr.   Bali  was  supposing  a  multikuU  told  hy  the  head  to  it    ; 

bred,  as  they  can  be  supplied  from  the  new  the  people.    Such  a  multitude  can  have  ne  Ml  ^' 

arsenal  at  Hackney.    It  was,  no  doubt,  dis-  of  title  to  alter  the  seat  of  power  in  the  sodelf,  '^ 

posed  with  all  the  adjutancy  of  definition  and  in  which  it  ever  oug^t  to  be  die  obedicirf^  ol  '^ 

dirision,  in  which  (I  speak  it  with  submis-  not  the  ruling  or  presiding  part.    What  pomr  "' 

■ion)  the  old  marshals  were  as  able  as  the  mo-  may  belcHig  to  the  whole  mass,  in  whicfa  ■«%  f^ 

dem  martinets.    Neither  can  we  deny,  that  the  natural  aristocracy j  or  what  by  cuuvwtiMi  ^ 

the  philosophic  auditory,  when  they  had  once  is  appointed  to  represent  and  strengtfMB  1^  ^ 

obtained  this  knowledge,  could  never  return  to  acts  in  its  proper  place,  with  its  pn^er  we^^  ^- 

their  former  ignorance  ;  or  afler  so  instructive  and  without  being  subjected  to  vitJenoe,  iit   ^ 

a  lecture  be  in  the  same  state  oi  mind  as  if  deeper  question.    But  in  that  case,  and  wiA   ';■ 

they  had  never  heard  it.'*'    But  these  poor  that  concurrence,  I  shoukl  have  mudi  doaM 

P90f\»f  who  were  not  to  be  envied  for  their  whether  any  rash  or  desperate  changes  in  At    - 

knowledge,  but  pitied  for  their  delusion,  were  state,  such  as  we  have  seen  in  France,  caaU 

not  reasoned  (that  was  impossible)  but  beaten  ever  be  effected. 

out  of  their  lights.    With  their  teacher  they        I  have  said,  that  in  all  political  qaeslkM 

were  delivered  over    to   the  lawyers;    who  the  consequences  of  any  assumed  ri^ts  are  of 

wrote  in  their  blood  the  statutes  of  the  land,  great  moment  in  deciding  upon  their  vaHditjr. 

•s  harshly,  and  in  the  same  sort  (^  ink,  as  they  In  this  point  of  view  let  us  a  little  scratuuia 

and  their  teachers  had  written  the  rights  of  the  effects  of  a  ri^t  in  the  mere  nnyority  <£ 

man.  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  of  sup^rsedaif 

Our  doctors  of  the  day  are  not  so  fond  of  and  altering  their  government  at  pleamrt. 

quoting  the  opinions  of  this  ancient  sage  as         The  sum  total  of  every  people  is  compowd 

they  are  of  imitating  his  conduct ;  First,  be-  <^  its  units.    Every  individual  must  have  a 

cause  it  might  appear,  that  they  are  not  as  right  to  originate  what  afterwards  is  to  becouB 

great  inventors  as  they  would  be  thought ;  and  the  act  of  the  majority.    Whatever  he  mkj 

next,  because,  unfortunately  for  his  fame,  he  lawfully  originate,  he  may  lawfiilly  radeavov 

was  not  successful.    It  is  a  remark,  liable  to  to  accomplish.    He  has  a  right,  therefore,  n 

as  few  exceptions  as  any  generality  can  be,  his  own  particular  to  break  the  ties  and  en- 

that  they  who  applaud  prosperous  folly,  and  gagements  which  bind  him  to  the  country  in 

adore  triumphant  guilt,  have  never  been  known  which  he  lives ;  and  he  has  a  right  to  make  ai 

to  succour  or  even  pity  human  weakness  or  many  converts  to  his  opinions,  and  to  obtain 

offence  when  they  become  subject  to  human  as  many  associates  in  his  designs,  as  he  can 

vicissitude,  and  meet  with  punishment  instead  procure:    For  how  can  you  know  the  di^KH 

of  obtaining  power.    Abating  for  their  want  of  sitions  of  the  majority  to  destroy  their  govera- 

aensibility  to  the  sufferings  of  their  associates,  ment,  but  by  tampering  with  scnne  part  of  the 

they  are  not  so  much  in  the  wrong ;  fi>r  mad-  body  ?    You  must  begin  by  a  secret  cons^ 

ness  and  wickedness  are  things  foul  and  de-  racy,  that  you  may  end  wiUi  a  national  cofr> 

formed  in  themselves ;  and  stand  in  need  of  all  federation.     The  mere  pleasure  <^  the  begia- 

the  coverings  and  trappings  of  fortune  to  re-  ner  must  be  the  sde  guide ;  since  the  mere 

commend  them  to  the  multitude.     Nothing  pleasure  of  others  must  be  the  sole  ultimate 

can  be  more  loathsome  in  their  naked  nature,  sanction,  as  well  as  the  sole  actuating  principle 

in  every  part  of  the  progress.     Thus,  arbitraiy 


ther  dweile  at  home  and  dyght  us  corne,  &  I  rebel,  but  not  the  guilt.    By  such  doctrines, 

will  go  with  yowe  &  helpe,  that  I  may,  to  all  love  to  our  country,  all  pious  veneration  ud 

dyghte  your  mete  and  youre  dry nke,  that  ye  attachment  to  its  laws  and  customs,  are  oblit». 

none  fayle.    Lokke  that  Hobbe  robbyoure  be  .   •  £.                 •  j           i      '"^j  ••''  whuw- 

wele  chaatysed  for  lesyng  of  your  grace  :  for  ye  J?*®°  "?°*  ^""^  ™^**^  ?  ^^  nothing  can  result 

havegret  nede  to  take  Ood  with  yowe  in  all  from  this  opini(Hi,  when  grown  into  a  principle, 

your  dedes.    For  now  is  time  to  be  war.  and  animated  by  discontent,  ambition,  or  en- 

♦  See  the  wise  remark  on  this  subject,  in  the  *"siasm,  but  a  series  of  conspiracies  and  sedi- 

Defence  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  circulated  by  the  ^^^^^i    sometimes  ruinous  to  their  authori| 

aoeieties.  always  noxiouB  to  the  state.    No  leiuo  cf 
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fffTent  any  man  from  being  a  leader  Tentioos  which  made  them  a  people,)  thej 
ower  in  scK^  enterprises.     Nothing  were  the  peop^  of  France.     They  had  a  legal 
die    temper ;    nothing    guards  the  and  a  natural  capacity  to  be  considered  as  that 
Kor  is  the  new  state,  &bricated  by  people.     But  observe,  whilst  they  were  in  this 
I,  safer  than  the  old.    What  can  |He*  state,  that  is,  whilst  they  wane  a  people,  in  do 
mere  will  of  any  perscm,  who  hopes  to  one  o^ their  instructions  did  they  chai^or  even 
)  wiUs  of  others  to  his  own,  frmn  an  hint  at  any  of  those  things,  which  have  drawn 
wholly  to  overturn  it  ?    It  wants  no-  upon  the  usurping  assembly,  and  their  adbe- 
L  a  di^K)sition  to  trouUe  the  established  rents,  the  detestation  of  the  rational  and  think- 
give  a  title  to  the  enterprise.  ing  port  of  mankind.     I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
1  yon  c<Hnbine  this  principle  of  the  without  the  least  apprehension  of  being  con- 
engage  a  fixed  and  tolerable  constitu-  tradicted  by  any  person  who  knows  the  then 
bings  at  pleasure,  with  the  theory  and  state  of  France,  that  if  any  one  of  the  changes 
of  the  Fr^ich  assembly,  the  political,  were  proposed,  which  form  the  fundamental 
id  m«al  irregularity,  are  if  possible  parts  of  their  revolution,  and  compose  its  moat 
:ed.    The  assemUy  have  tbuad  an-  distinguishing  acts,  it  would  n(H  have  had  one 
id,  and  a  fiu*  iDore  commodious,  to  the  vote  in  twenty  thousand  in  any  order.     Their 
.on  of  an  old  government,  and  the  legi-  instructions  purported  the  direct  contrary  to  all 
irmation  of  a  new  one,  than  through  those  famous  proceedings,  which  are  defended 
ious  wiU  of  the  majority  of  what  they  as  the  acts  of  the  people.     Had  such  proceed- 
Mople.    Gret,  say  they,  the  possession  ings  been  expected,  the  great  probability  is, 
r  l^  any  means  you  can  into  your  that  the  people  would  then  have  risen,  as  to  a 
ind  then  a  subsequent  consent  (what  man,  to  prevent  them.    The  whole  organicac 
an  addre»8  of  adhesion)  makes  your  ti<»  <^  the  assembly  was  altered,  the  whole 
r  as  mudi  the  act  of  the  people  as  if  fiame  <^  the  kingdom  was  changed,  b^bre 
1  conferred  upon  you  originally  that  these  things  coukl  be  done.    It  is  king  to  teU, 
degree  of  power,  which,  without  their  by  what  evil  arts  of  the  c<mspirators,  and  by 
on,  you  had  seized  up(ni.     This  is  to  what  extreme  weakness  and  want  of  steadiness 
rect  sanction  to  fraud,  hypocrisy,  per-  in  the  lawful  government,  this  equal  usurpa- 
i  die  breach  <^  the  most  sacred  trusts  ti<»  on  the  ri^ts  of  the  prince  and  people, 
exist  between  man  and  man.    What  having  first  dieated,  and  then  offered  violence 
d  with  such  horrid  disccH^ance  in  the  to  both,  has  been  able  to  triumph,  and  to  em- 
ir, as  this  position,   That  a  delegate  ploy  with  success  the  forged  signature  of  an 
ited  powers  may  break  his  sworn  en-  impriscxied  sovereign,  and  the  spurious  voice 
tsto  his  constituents,  assume  an  autho-  of  dictatied  addresses,  to  a  subsequent  ratifica- 
n*  committed  to  him,  to  alter  all  things  ti<»  of  things  that  had  never  received  any  {»«- 
asure ;  and  then,  if  he  can  persuade  a  vious  sanction,  general  or  particular,  expressed 
nber  of  men  to  flatter  him  in  the  power  or  implied,  from  the  nation  (in  whatever  sense 
uiped,  that  he  is  absolved  in  his  own  that  word  is  taken,)  or  from  any  part  of  it. 
ce,  and  ought  to  stand  acquitted  in  the  Afler  the  weighty  and  respectable  part  of 
Baidkind  ?    On  this  scheme  the  maker  the  people  had  been  murdered,  or  driven  by  the 
leriment  must  begin  with  a  determined  menaces  of  murder  fix>m  their  houses,  or  were 
That  point  is  certain.    He  must  dispersed  in  exile  into  every  country  in  Eu- 
diance  for  the  expiatory  addresses,  rope ;  afler  the  soldiery  had  been  debauched 
to  make  the  success  of  villainy  the  from  their  officers ;  afler  proper^  had  lost  its 
of  innocence.  weight  and  consideration,  along  with  its  secu- 
ot  drawing  on,  therefore,  very  shock-  rity  ;  afler  voluntary  clubs  and  associations  of 
iqiiraces,  neither  by  previous  consent,  Actions  and  unprincipled  men  were  substituted 
ibeequent  ratification,  of  a  mere  reck'  in  the  place  of  all  the  legal  corporations  of  the 
iertfy,  can  any  set  of  men  attempt  to  kingdom  arbitrarily  dissolved ;  afler  fireedom 
die  state  at  their  pleasure.     To  apply  had  been  banished  from  those  pqMilar  meet- 
ir  present  subject.     When  the  several  ings*  whose  sole  recommendation  is  fireedom— 
I  dieir  several  baillages,  had  met  in  After  it  had  come  to  that  pass,  that  no  dissent 
1789,  such  of  them,  I  mean,  as  had  dared  to  appear  in  any  of  them,  but  at  the  cei^ 
ieably  and  constitutionally,  to  choose  tain  price  of  lifb ;  after  even  dissent  had  been 
■tmet  dieir  representatives,  so  organ-  anticipated,  and  assassination  became  as  quick 
!  10  acting,  (because  they  were  or- 
Did  were  actiBg  according  to  die  coo-  *  The  primary  aaBemblioa. 
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ai  luipicioii;  fudi  pretended  ratificatioa  by  odier.    After  all,  if  the  French  be  & 

addreeeet  could  be  no  act  of  what  any  lover  of  system  of  liberty,  niiy  should  we  not 

the  people  would  choose  to  call  by  their  name.  To  what  end  are  our  praises  ?    Is 

It  is  that  voice  which  every  successful  usur-  held  out  to  us  omlj  that  we  dioald  not 

patioa,  as  well  as  this  b^ore  us,  may  easily  after  it  ?    And  what  is  tfiere  in  the 

procure,  even  without  making  (as  these  ty-  of  the  people,  or  in  the  climate  of 

imnts  have  made,)  donatives  from  the  spoil  of  which  renders  that  species  of  republic  i 

one  part  of  the  citizens  to  corrupt  the  other.  them,  and  unsuitable  to  us  ?    A  stn 

The  pretended  righU  of  fnan,  which  have  mvked  difference  between  the  twa 

made   this  havoc,  cannot  be   the   rights  of  ou^t  to  be  shewn,  befi>re  we  can  ai 

the  people.    For  to  be  a  people,  and  to  have  constant  affected  panegyric,  a  standing 

diese  rights,  are  diings  incompatible.    The  commemoration,  to  be  witfiout  any  taadhm^Fi 

one  supposes   the   (U'esence,    the  other  the  to  an  example. 

absence  of  a  state  of  civil  society.    The  very        But  the  leaders  of  party  will  not  go  die  1 

foundation  of  the  French  commonwealth  is  of  the  doctrines  tau^t  by  the  seditious 

fidse  and  self^lestructive ;  nor  can  its  princi-  I  am  sure  they  do  not  mean  to  do  so. 

pies  be  adopted  in  any  country,  without  the  fcMrbid !    Perhaps  even  those  who  are 

certainty  of  bringing  it  to  the  very  same  con-  carrying  on  the  work  of  this  pemicioosi 

dition  in  which  France  is  found.    Attempts  &ction,  do  not  aU  of  them  intend  to  prodnetj^, 

are  made  to  introduce  them  into  every  naticm  the  mischiefe  whidi  must  inevitably  fibif: 

in  Europe.    This  nation,  as  possessing  the  fix>m  their  having  any  success  in  dieir  procaa^^.y 

greatest  influence,  they  wish  most  to  corrupt,  ings.   As  to  leaders  in  parties,  nothing  is  anif./lK 

as  by  that  means  they  are  assured  the  conta-  commm  than  to  see  diem  bUndly  M.    Tl|.:^> 

gion  must  become  general.    I  hope,  therefore,  world  is  governed  by  go-betweens.    Thesaflf, ;' 

I  shall  be  excused,  if  I  endeavour  to  shew,  as  betweens  influence  the  persons  with  whom  fli|j|^'i 

shortly  as  the  matter  wUl  admit,  the  danger  of  carry  <»  the  intercourse,  by  stating  dieir  vm-.: 

giving  to  them,  either  avowedly  or  tacitly,  the  sense  to  each  of  them  as  the  sense  ot  the  &Sbtt^ "' 

smallest  countenance.  and  thus  they  reciprocally  master  both  sidM*.. ' 

There  are  times  and  circumstances,  in  which  It  is  first  buzzed  about  the  ears  of  leafa%/ 

not  to  speak  out  is  at  least  to  connive.    Many  **  that  their  firiends  without  doors  are  ntf.  ^ 

think  it  enough  fi>r  them,  that  the  principles  eager  for  some  measure,  or  very  warm  alMM(t .  f 

propagated  by  these  clubs  and  societies,  ene-  some  opinion— that  you  must  not  be  too  zif4:'.  ' 

mies  to  their  country  and  its  constitution,  are  with  them.     They  are  useful  persons,  ui 

not  owned  by  the  modem  tohiga  in  parliamentf  zealous  in  the  cause.    They  may  be  a  litda    ' 

who  are  so  warm  in  condemnation  of  Mr.  Burke  wrong  *,  but  the  spirit  of  liberty  must  not  ba ,  ] 

and  his  book,  and  of  course  of  all  the  princi-  damped ;  and  by  the  influence  you  obtain  fim .  '■ 

pies  of  the  ancient  constituticmal  whigs  of  this  some  degree  of  concurrence  with  them  at  pra> 

kingdom.    Certainly  they  are  not  owned.    But  sent,  you  may  be  enabled  to  set  diMn  n^bt 

are  they  condemned  with  the  same  zeal  as  Mr.  hereafter." 

Burke  and  his  book  are  condemned?    Are        Thus  the  leaders  are  at  first  drawn  to  a  0QBp> 

they  condemned  at  all  ?    Are  they  rejected  or  nivance  with  sentiments  and  proceedings,  oAai 

discountenanced  in  any  way  whatsoever  ?    Is  totally  different  firom  their  serious  and  ddfta* 

any  man  who  would  fairly  examine  into  die  rate  notions.    But  their  acquiescence  answan 

demeanour  and  principles  of  those  societies,  every  purpose. 

and  that  too  very  moderately,  and  in  the  way        With  no  better  than  such  powers,  die  fph 

rather  of  admonition  than  c^  punishment,  is  betweens  assume  a  new  representative  diano- 

such  a  man  even  decendy  treated  ?    Is  he  not  ter.    What  at  best  was  but  an  acquiesosBoe, 

reproached,  as  if,  in  condemning  such  princi-  is  magnified  into  an  authority,  and  thence  into 

pies,  he  had  belied  the  conduct  of  his  whole  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  leaders ;  and  it  la 

life,  suggesting  that  his  life  had  been  governed  carried  down  as  such  to  the  subordinate  meniF 

by  principles  similar  to  those  which  he  now  hers  of  parties.    By  this  artifice  they  in  dwir 

reprobates  ?    The  French  system  is  in  the  turn  are  led  into  measures  which  at  first,  pei^ 

mean  time,  by  many  active  agents  out  of  doors,  haps,  few  of  them  wished  at  all,  or  at  least  did 

rapturously  praised  ;  the  Briti^  constituti<Ni  not  desire  vehemendy  or  systematically. 
is  coldly  tolerated.    But  these  constituticms        There  is  in  all  parties,  between  the  prineif- 

are  different,  both  in  the  foundation  and  in  the  pal  leaders  in  parliament,  and  the  lowest  lot 

whole  superstructure ;  and  it  is  plain,  that  you  kiwers  out  of  doors,  a  middle  sort  of  men ;  a 

cannot  bidki  up  die  oDe  but  on  die  ruins  of  die  sort  of  equestrian  order,  who,  by  die  wgrnX^ 
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He  sitnation,  are  tfie  fittest  for  pre-  oorerable  by  persons  of  refleetkn,  but  it  is 

hings  from  running  to  excess.    But  now  obvious  to  the  worid,  that  a  dieory  ooo* 

n,  though  a  vice  ot  a  totaUy  different  ceming  government  may  become  as  much  a 

',  is  the  natural  accomplice  of  violence,  cause  of  fanaticism  as  a  dogma  in  religion. 

isolutioD  and  timidi^  of  those  who  There  is  a  boundary  to  men's  passions  when 

this  middle  onler,  often  prevents  the  they  act  fit)m  feeling ;  none  when  they  are 

their  controulling  situation.      The  under  the  influence  of  imagination.    Romove 

iffeiing  with  the  authority  of  leaders  a  grievance,  and,  when  men  act  fixxn  feeling, 

le  hand,  and  contradicting  the  desires  you  go  a  great  way  towards  quieting  a  com- 

ihitttde  on  the  other,  induces  them  to  motion.    But  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of  a 

irdess  and  passive  assent  to  measures  government,  the  protection  men  have  enjoyed, 

they  never  were  consulted :  and  thus  or  the  oppression  they  have  suffered  under  it, 

oceed,  by  a  sort  <^  activity  of  inert-  are  of  no  sort  of  moment,  wh«i  a  &ction  pr»> 

il  whole  bodies,  leaders,  middle  men,  ceeding  upon  speculative  grounds,  is  thorougb- 

>wera,  are  all  hurried,  with  every  ly  heated  against  its  form.    When  a  man  is, 

loe,  and  with  many  c€  the  effects,  df  from   system,  furious  against  monarchy  or 

ty,  uito  sdiemes  of  politics,  in  the  episcopacy,  the  good  conduct  of  the  monarch 

e  of  whidi  no  two  of  them  were  ever  or  the  bishop  has  no  other  effect  than  further 

feed,  and  the  origin  and  authOTS  of  to  irritate  the  adversary.    He  is  provoked  at  it 

a  tihis  circular  mode  of  communication,  as  furnishing  a  plea  for  preserving  the  thing 

diem  find  it  possible  to  trace.    In  my  which  he  wishes  to  destroy.    His  mind  will 

ce,  I  have  seen  much  of  this  in  affairs,  be  heated  as  much  by  the  si^t  of  a  sceptre,  a 

thou^  trifling  in  comparison  to  the  mace,  or  a  verge,  as  if  he  had  been  daity 

were  yet  of  some  importance  to  par-  bruised  and  wounded  by  these  symbols  of  ao- 

d  I  luive  known  them  suffer  by  it.  thority.    Mere  spectacles,  mere  names,  will 

Mr  part  give  their  sanction,  at  first  become  sufficient  causes  to  stimulate  the  peo- 

inattoition  and  levity ;  at  last  they  pie  to  war  and  tumult. 

voagh  necessity.  A  vident  spirit  is  Some  gentlemen  are  not  terrified  by  the 
«iduch  the  presiding  minds,  after  a  facility  with  which  government  has  been  over- 
id  it  impracticaUe  to  stop  at  their  turned  in  France.  The  people  of  France, 
,  to  controul,  to  regulate,  or  even  to  say  they,  had  nothing  to  lose  in  the  destruction 

of  a  bad  ccmstitution ;  but,  though  not  the  best 

diews,  in  my  opinion,  how  very  quick  possible,  we  have  still  a  good  stake  in  ours, 

Jkened  all  men  ought  to  be,  who  are  which  will  hinder  us  from  desperate  risks.    Is 

p  to  by  the  public,  and  who  deserve  this  any  security  at  aU  against  those  who  seem 

Sdenoe,  to  ]Nrevent  a  surprise  on  their  to  persuade  themselves,  and  who  labour  to 

,  iriien  dogmas  are  spread,  and  projects  persuade  others,  that  our  constitution  is  an 

bj  which  the  foundaticxis  of  society  usurpation  in  its  origin,  unwise  in  its  con- 

iflbcted.    Before  they  listen  even  to  trivance,  mischievous  in  its  effects,  contrary 

9  alteiations  in  the  government  of  to  the  rights  of  man,  and  in  all  its  parts  a 

OBtiy,  they  ought  to  take  care  that  perfect   nuisance?    What  motive  has  any 

II  are  not  propagated  for  that  purpose,  rational  man,  who  thinks  in  that  manner,  to 

■•  too  big  for  their  object.    Doctrines  spiD  his  blood,  or  even  to  risk  a  shilling  of  his 

B  Aeir  present  application,  and  wide  fortune,  or  to  waste  a  moment  (^his  leisure  to 

general  principles,  are  never  meant  to  preserve  it  ?    If  he  has  any  duty  relative  to 

Md  to  Wtat  they  at  first  pretend.    If  it,  his  duty  is  to  destroy  it.    A  ccmstitution 

9  ftnn  a  prognostic  of  the  effect  (^  the  on  sufferance  is  a  constitution  condemned. 

BMhinations  on  the  people,  firom  their  Sentence  is  already  passed  upon  it.    The 

■ny  grievance  they  suffer  under  this  execution  is  only  delayed.    On  the  principles 

loB,  my  mind  would  be  at  ease.    But  of  these  gentlemen  it  neither  has,  mMr  ought  to 

a  wide  difference  between  the  multi-  have,  any  security.    So  ftir  as  regards  them, 

m  they  act  against  their  government,  it  is  left  naked,  without  firiends,  partisans, 

nue  of  grievance,  or  from  zeal  for  assertors,  or  protectors. 
inions.    When  men  are  thoroughly        Let  us  examine  into  the  value  of  this  seca« 

1  widi  diat  zeal,  it  is  difficult  to  cal-  rity  upon  the  principles  of  those  who  are  mora 

I  ftrce.    It  is  certain,  that  its  power  sober ;  of  those  who  think,  indeed,  the  Freadi 

■HUM  in  exact  proportion  to  its  rea-  constitution  better,  or  at  least  as  good,  as  Iha 

Mi.    It  nmit  always  hare  been  dis-  British,  without  going  to  aU  the  lengtfaf  of  thn 
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wtrmer  politiciant  in  reprobating  their  own. 
Their  lecurity  amounts  in  reality  to  nothing 
more  than  thii  \ — that  the  difference  between 
their  republican  lystem  and  the  British  limited 
monarchy  is  not  worth  a  civil  war.  This 
opinion,  I  admit,  will  prevent  peof^e,  not  very 
enterprising  in  their  nature,  from  an  active 
undertaking  against  the  British  constitution. 
But  it  is  the  poorest  defensive  principle  that 
ever  was  infused  into  the  mind  of  man  against 
the  attempts  ofthose  who  will  enterprise.  It  will 
tend  totally  to  remove  from  their  minds  that 
very  terrour  of  a  civil  war  which  is  held  out 
as  our  s<^  security.  They  who  think  so  well 
of  the  French  constitution,  certainly  will  not 
be  the  persons  to  carry  on  a  war  to  prevent 
their  obtaining  a  great  benefit,  or  at  worst  a 
fair  exchange.  They  will  not  go  to  battle 
in  favour  of  a  cause  in  which  their  defeat 
might  be  more  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic than  their  victory.  They  must  at  least 
tacitly  abet  those  who  endeavour  to  make 
converts  to  a  sound  opinion ;  they  must  dis- 
countenance those  who  would  oppose  its  pro- 
pagation. In  proportion  as  by  these  means 
the  enterprising  party  is  strengthened,  the 
dread  of  a  struggle  is  lessened.  See  what  an 
encouragement  this  is  to  the  enemies  of  the 
constitution !  A  few  assassinations,  and  a 
very  great  destruction  of  property,  we  know 
they  consider  as  no  real  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  a  grand  political  change.  And  they  will 
hope,  that  here,  if  anti-monarchical  opinions 
gain  ground,  as  they  have  done  in  France, 
they  may,  as  in  France,  accomplish  a  revdu- 
tion  without  a  war. 

They  who  think  so  well  of  the  French  con- 
■tituticm  cannot  be  seriously  alarmed  by  any 
in'ogress  made  by  its  partisans.  Provisions 
lor  its  security  are  not  to  be  received  from 
those  who  think  there  is  no  danger.  No! 
there  is  no  plan  of  security  to  be  listened  to 
but  from  those  who  entertain  the  same  fears 
with  ourselves ;  fi-om  those  who  think  that  the 
thing  to  be  secured  is  a  great  blessing;  and 
the  Uiing  against  which  we  would  secure  it,  a 
great  mischief.  Every  person  of  a  different 
opinion  must  be  careless  about  security. 

I  believe  the  author  of  the  Reflections, 
whether  he  fears  the  designs  of  that  set  (^peo- 
ple with  reason  or  not,  cannot  prevail  aa  him- 
■elf  to  despise  them.  He  cannot  despise  them 
for  their  numbers,  which,  though  small,  com- 
pared with  the  sound  part  of  the  community,  are 
not  inconsiderable :  he  cannot  look  with  con- 
tempt on  their  influence,  their  activity,  or  the 
kind  of  talents  and  tempers  which  diey  po^ 
MM,  exactly  calculated  for  the  work  they  have 


•  in  hand,  and  the  minds  thej  chiefly  tpfij  tti 
Do  we  not  see  their  most  coosiderahle  ui 
accredited  ministers,  and  several  of  their  paitf 
of  weight  and  importance,  active  in  qweadiof 
mischievous  opinicms,  in  giving  sanction  It 
seditious  writings,  in  promoting  seditioM 
anniversaries  ?  and  what  part  of  their  descrip* 
tion  has  disowned  them  or  their  proceediB|pf 
When  men,  circumstanced  as  they  are,  pob- 
licly  declare  such  admiration  of  a  foreign  eoBp 
stitution,  and  such  contempt  of  our  own,  it 
wouki  be,  in  the  author  of  the  Refle^kai| 
thinking  as  he  does  of  the  Frendi  constitutk% 
infamously  to  cheat  the  rest  of  the  Batioa  la 
their  ruin,  to  say  there  is  no  danger. 

In  estimating  danger,  we  are  obliged  to  take 
into  our  calculation  the  character  and  dupoii- 
tion  of  the  enemy  into  whose  hands  we  mt^ 
chance  to  fall.     The  genius  of  this  foctioB  ii 
easily  discerned  by  observing  with  what  % 
very  different  eye  they  have  viewed  the  kli 
foreign  revolutions.     Two  have  passed  USan 
them.     That  of  France  and  that  of  Polaai. 
The  state  of  Poland  was  such,  that  thsit 
could  scarcely  exist  two  opinions,  but  flnt  a 
reformation  of  its  constitution,  even  at  soaa 
expense  of  blood,  might  be  seen  without  muck^ 
disapprobation.    No  confusion  couU  be  feand 
in  such  an  enterprise  ;  because  the  estaUitil" 
ment  to  be  reformed  was  itself  a  state  of  CQB» 
fusion.     A  king  without  authority;  noUia 
without  union    or    subordination;    a  peofh 
without  arts,  industry,  commerce,  or  liberty  { 
no  order  within,    no    defence  without;  aa 
effective  public  force,   but   &  f<Mreign  ftmi 
which  entered  a  naked  country  at  will,  aidl 
disposed  of  every  thing  at  pleasure.    Heit 
was  a  state  of  things  which  seemed  to  invite, 
and  might  perhaps  justify  bold  enterprise  and 
desperate  experiment.     But  in  what  manner 
'was  this  chaos  brought  into  order?     The 
means  were  as  striking  to  the  imaginatioD,  aa 
satisfactory  to  the  reason,  and  soothing  to  tha 
moral    sentiments.      In    contemplating   thil 
change,  humanity  has  every  thing  to  rgoka 
and  to  glory  in;  nothing  to  be  ashamed  o^ 
nothing  to  suffer.    So  far  as  it  has  gone,  it 
probably  is  the  most  pure  and  defecated  pub- 
lie  good  which  ever  has  been  conforred  eo 
mankind.    We  have  seen  anarchy  and  serH* 
tude  at  once  removed ;  a  throne  strengthenaA 
for  the  protection  of  the  people,  without  trendb* 
ing  on  Uieir  liberties;  all  foreign  cabal  banidia^ 
by  changing  the  crown  from  elective  lo  heredl* 
tary  ;  and  what  was  a  matter  of  pleasing  woM* 
der,  we  have  seen  a  reigning  king,  fimn  iB 
heroic  love  to  his  country,  exerting  hinaiV 
with  all  the  toil,  the  dexterity,  the 
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nent,  iho  intrigae,  in  fitvour  of  a  fiimily  of  ment  than  it  enjoyed  before.    They  cannot 

■timngers,  with  which  ambitious  men  labour  assert,  that  the  Polish  revdutioa  cost  more 

br  the  aggrandizemeni  of  their  own.     Ten  dearly  than  that  of  France  to  the  interests  and 

■iliions  of  men  in  a  way  of  being  freed  gra-  feelings  of  multitudes  of  men.     But  the  cold 

doally,  and  therefore  safoly  to  themselves  and  and  subordinate  light  in  which  they  look  upoa 

the  s  ate,  not  from  civil  or  political  chains,  the  one,  and  the  pains  they  take  to  preach  up 

which,  bad  as  they  are,  only  fetter  the  mind,  the  other  of  these  revolutions,  leave  us  no 

bat  fipom  substantial  personal  bondage.     In-  choice  in  fixing  on  their  motives.    Both  revo* 

Untants  <^  cities,  b^re  without  privileges,  lutions  profess  liberty  as  their  object ;  but  in 

|faced  in  the  consideration  which  belongs  to  obtaining  this  object  the  one  proceeds  from 

ftat  improved  and  connecting    situation  <^  anarchy  to  order;    the  other  from  order  to 

•odal  life.    One  of  the  most  proud,  numerous,  anarchy.     The  first  secures  its  liberty  by  es- 

tad  fierce  bodies  of  nobility  and  gentry  ever  tablishing  its  throne  ;  the  other  builds  its  firee- 

known  in  the  world,  arranged  only  in  the  fore-  dom  on  the  subversion  of  its  monarchy.    In 

■KMt  rank  of  free  and  generous  citizens.     Not  the  one,  their  means  are  unstained  by  crimes, 

Me  man  incurred  lo»,  orwiffered  degradation,  and  their  settlement  favours  morality.    In  the 

All,  from  the  king  to  the  day-labourer,  were  other,  vice  and  confusion  are  in  the  very  es- 

ii^iroved  in  their  condition.      Every  thing  sence  of  their  pursuit,  and  of  their  enjoyment. 

wu  kept  in  its  place  aiHl  order ;  but  in  that  The  circumstances  in  which  these  two  events 

phee  ind  order  every  thing  was  bettered,  differ,  must  cause  the  difference  we  make  in 

To  add  to  this  happy  wonder  (this  unheard-of  their  comparative  estimation.    These  turn  the 

raynnction  of  wisdom  and  fortune)  not  one  scale  with  the  societies  in  fitvour  of  France, 

drop  of  Uood  was  spilled ;  no  treachery ;  no  Ferrum  est  quod  amant.     The  frauds,  the 

MtiagB ;    no  system  <^  slander  more  cruel  violences,  the  sacrileges,  the  havoc  and  ruin  of 

An  the  sword ;  no  studied  insults  on  religion,  families,  the  dispersion  and  exile  of  the  pride 

■onis,  or  manners;  no  spoil;  no  confiscation ;  and  flower  of  a  great  country,  the  discHrderi 

IS  citizen  beggared;  none  imprisoned;  none  the  confusion,  the  anarchy,  the  violati<m  of 

ttikd :  the  wh(Je  was  effected  with  a  policy,  property,  the  cruel  murders,  the  inhuman  con- 

atfiseretion,  an  unanimity  and  secrecy,  such  fiscations,  and  in  the  end  the  insolent  domina- 

•I  have  never  been  before  known  on  any  oc-  tion  of  bloody,  ferocious,  and  senseless  clube 

Ctrioo;   but    such    wonderful    conduct    was  — these  are  the  things  which  they  love  and 

Mwred  for  this  glorious  conspiracy  in  favour  admire.     What  men  admire  and  love,  they 

tf  the  true  and  genuine  ri^ts  and  interests  of  would  surely  act.    Let  us  see  what  is  d<«e 

■n.    Happy  people,  if  they  know  to  proceed  in  France ;  and  then  let  us  undervalue  any 

M  tfiey  have  begun !    Happy  prince,  worthy  the  slightest  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands 

tebegm  with  splendour,  or  to  close  with  glory,  of  such  a  merciless  and  savage  foction. 

t  noe  of  patriots  and  of  kings :  and  to  leave  *  But  the  leaders  of  the  factious  societies  are 

too  wild  to  succeed  in  this  their  undertaking.' 

A  name  which  every  wind  to  heav'n  would  I  ^op®  •<>•    B"*  supposing  them  wild  and 

bear,  absurd,  is  there  no  danger  but  from  wise  and 

Which  men  to  speak,  and  angels  joy  to  hear,  reflecting  men  ?  Perhaps  the  greatest  mischiefi 
^  .  ,  tli&t  have  happened  in  the  world,  have  hap- 
To  finish  aU— this  great  good,  as  in  the  in-  pened  from  persons  as  wild  as  those  we  thiik 
*st  it  is,  contains  in  it  the  seeds  cf  all  fur-  the  wildest.  In  truth,  they  are  the  fittest  be- 
■BT  unprovement ;  and  may  be  considered  as  ginners  of  all  great  changes.  Why  encourage 
»  a  regular  progress,  because  founded  on  men  in  a  mischievous  proceeding,  because 
■■ilar  princiiJes,  towards  the  stable  excel-  their  absurdity  may  disappoint  their  malice  ? 
"■^  of  a  British  constitution.  «  But  noticing  them  may  give  them  oonse- 

Heie  was  a  matter  for  congratulation  and  quence.'    Certainly.    But  they  are  noticed ; 

nrfertivieremenriMrance  throu^  ages.    Here  and  they  are  noticed,  not  with  reproof,  but 

■onKsts  and  divines  might  indeed  relax  in  with  that  kind  of  countenance  which  is  given 

■Mr  temperance  to  exhilarate  flieir  humanity,  by  an  apparent  c<xicurrence  (not  a  real  one,  I 

Bit  mark  die  «diaracter  of  our  faction.    All  am  convinced,)  of  a  great  party,  in  the  praises 

Aiir  enthosiasm  is  kept  for  the  French  revo-  of  the  object  which  they  hold  out  to  imitation, 

hiim.  They  cannot  pretend  that  France  ever  But  I  hear  a  language  still  more  extraordi- 

ilHd  so  VBaeh  in  need  of  a  duunge  as  Pdand.  nary,  and  indeed  of  such  a  nature  as  must  sup* 

{    Thsy  cannot  pretend  that  Poland  has  not  ob-  pose,  or  leave,  us  to  their  mercy.    It  is  this-* 

-    •'■•dabettttrsystomcf  liberty  or  of  govern-  <  You  know  their  promptitude  in  writing,  and 
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their  dfligence  in  caballing;  to  write,  apeak,  of  consequence  than  as  diey  shew  the  erilfaal 

or  act  against  them,  will  only  stimulate  them  of  the  bodies  firom  whence  they  c<xne.    In  di 

to  new  efforts.'— This  way  of  considering  the  light  the  meanest  oS  them  is  a  serious  thii^ 

principle  of  their  conduct  pays  but  a  poor  com-  If,  however,  I  should  under-rate  them ;  and 

pUment  to  these  gentlemen.     They  pretood  the  truth  is,  that  they  are  not  the  result,  bi 

that  their  doctrines  are  infinitely  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  the  disorders  I  speak  of,  sufd 

mankind ;  but  it  seems  they  w<Mild  keep  them  those  who  ciitnilate  operative  poisons,  u 

to  themselves,  if  they  were  not  greatly  pro-  give,  to  whatever  force  they  have  by  their  ni 

▼oked.     They  are    benevolent    from    spite,  ture,  the  further  operation  of  their  authorit 

Their  oracles  are  like  those  of  Proteus  (whom  and  adoption,  are  to  be  censured,  watched,  an 

some  people  think  they  resemble  in  many  par-  if  possible,  repressed, 

ticulars)  who  never  would  give  his  responses  At  what  distance  the  direct  danger  fim 

unless  you  used  him  as  ill  as  possible.    These  such  factions  may  be,  it  is  not  easy  to  & 

cats,  it  seems,  would  not  give  out  their  eleo-  An  adaptaticmc^  circumstances  to  designs  as 

trical  light  without  having   their  backs  well  principles  is  necessary.    But  these  cannot  fa 

robbed.    But  this  is  not  to  do  them  perfect  wanting  for  any  long  time  in  the  ordinal 

justice.   They  are  sufficiently  communicative,  course  ^sublunary  affairs.    Great  discontenl 

Had  they  been  quiet,  the  propriety  of  any  agi-  frequently  arise  in  the  best  constituted  goren 

tation  of  topics  on  the  origin  and  primary  rights  ments,  from  causes  which  no  human  wisdoi 

of  government,  in  opposition  to  their  private  can  foresee,  and  no  human  power  can  preT«n 

sentiments,  might  possibly  be  doubted,.    But,  They  occur  at  uncertain  periods,  but  at  pt 

as  it  is  notorious,  that  they  were  proceeding  riods  which  are  not  commonly  &r  asonde 

as  fiist,  and  as  far,  as  time  and  circumstances  Governments  of  all  kinds  are  administen 

would  admit,  both  in  their  discussions  and  only  by  men ;  and  great  mistakes,  tending ' 

cabals— as  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  they  had  inflame  these  discontents,  may  concur.    Tt 

(^ned  a  c<MTespondence  with  a  foreign  faction,  indecision  of  those  who  happen  to  rule  at  tl 

the  most  wicked  the  world  ever  saw,  and  es-  critical  time,  their  supine  nc^ect,  or  the 

taUished  anniversaries   to  commemorate  the  precipitate  and  ill-judged  attention,  may  t\ 

most  monstrous,  cruel,  and  perfidious  of  all  the  gravate  the  public  misfortunes.    In  sndi 

proceedings  of  that  fkction — ^the  question  is,  state  of  things,  the  principles,  now  only  sow: 

whether  their  conduct  was  to  be  regarded  in  will  shoot  out  and  vegetate  in  fiiD  luzurianc 

silence,  lest  our  interference  should  render  In  such  circumstances  the  minds  of  the  peof 

them  outrageous  ?    Then  let  them  deal  as  they  become  sore  and  ulcerated.  *  They  are  out  i 

please  with  the  constitution.    Let  the  bdy  be  humour  with  all  public  men,  and  all  poU 

passive,  lest  the  ravisher  should  be  driven  to  parties ;  they  are  fatigued  veith  their  disse 

force.    Resistance  will  only  increase  his  de-  sions ;  they  are  irritated  at  their  coalition 

sires.    Tes,  truly,  if  the  resistance  be  feigned  they  are  made  easily  to  believe,  (what  mo 

and  feeble.    But  they  who  are  wedded  to  the  pains  are  taken  to  make  them  believe)  that  i 

constitution  will  not  act  the  part  of  wittols.  oppositions  are  fiu:tious,  and  all  courtiers  ba 

They  will  drive  such  seducers  from  the  house  and  servile.    From  their  disgust  at  men,  tb 

on  the  first  appearance  of  their  love-letters  and  are  soon  led  to  quarrel  with  their  fimne  • 

offered  assignations.     But  if  the  author  (^the  government,  which  they  presume  gives  no 

Reflections,  though  a  vigilant,  was  not  a  dis-  rishment  to  the  vices,  real  or  supposed,  oftho 

creet  guardian  of  the  constituticm,  let  them  who  who  administer  in  it.    Mistaking  mali|pu 

have  die  same  regard  to  it,  shew  themselves  as  for  sagacity,  they  are  soon  led  to  cast  off  i 

vigilant  and  more  skilful  in  repelling  the  attacks  hope  from  a  good  administratic  n  of  affairs,  ai 

of  seduction    or  violence.      Their   freedcMn  come  to  think  that  all  reformation  depends,  i 

firom  jealously  is  equivocal,   and  may  arise  cm  the  change  of  actors,  but  upon  an  akenti 

as  well  tram  indifference  to  the  object,  as  fix>m  in  the  machinery.    Then  will  be  felt  the  fi 

confidence  in  her  virtue.  effect  of  encouraging  doctrines  which  tend 

On  their  principle,  it  is  the  resistance,  and  make  the  citizens  despise  their  constitntio 

not  the  assault,  which  produces  the  danger.    I  Then  will  be  felt  the  {Jcnitude  of  the  mischi 

admit,  indeed,  that  if  we  estimated  the  danger  of  teaching  the  people  to  believe,  that  all  a 

by  the  value  of  the  writings,  it  would  be  little  cient  institutions  are  the  results  of  ignorano 

worthy  of  our  attention :  contemptible  these  and  that  all  prescriptive  government  is  in  i 

writings  are  in  every  sense.    But  they  are  not  nature  usurpation.    Then  will  be  fdt,  in  i 

&e  cause,  fliey  are  Uie  disgusting  symptoms,  of  its  energy,  the  danger  of  oicouraging  a  tfk 

•  iri^tftldiitemper.    They  are  not  oCbarwiw  of  litigation  in  persons  of  that  imontufs  m 
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imperfect  state  of  knowledge  which  senres  to  tary  bene&ctors  to  tnanHn^j  firom  generatioiito 
raider  them  susceptiUe  of  doubts,  but  incapa^  generation.  Do  we  not  see  how  lightly  peo- 
Ue  of  their  soluticm.  Then  will  be  felt,  in  all  pie  treat  their  fortunes  when  under  the  in- 
its  aggravation,  the  pernicious  consequence  fluence  of  the  passion  of  gaming?  The  game 
of  destroying  all  docility  in  the  minds  of  those  of  ambition  or  resentment  will  be  play^  by 
who  are  not  formed  for  finding  their  own  way  many  of  the  rich  and  great,  as  desperatelyi 
in  the  labyrinths  of  pditical  theory,  and  are  and  with  as  much  blindness  to  the  conse- 
mde  to  reject  the  clue,  and  to  disdain  the  quences,  as  any  other  game.  Was  he  a  man 
guide.  Then  will  be  felt,  and  too  late  will  be  of  no  rank  or  fortune,  who  first  set  on  foot  the 
idoBowledged,  the  ruin  which  foUows  the  disturbances  which  have  ruined  France  ?  Pas- 
disjoining  q€  religion  frmn  the  state ;  the  sion  blinded  him  to  the  consequences,  so  fitf 
wparation  of  morality  from  policy  ;  and  the  as  they  concerned  himself;  and  as  to  the  con- 
giving  conscience  no  concern  and  no  coactive  sequences  with  regard  to  others,  they  were  no 
or  coercive  force  in  the  most  material  of  all  part  of  his  consideration ;  nor  ever  will  be 
tl»  social  ties,  the  principle  of  our  obligations  with  those  who  bear  any  resemblance  to  that 
to  governments.  virtuous  patriot  and  lover  of  the  rights  of  man. 

I  know,  too,  that  besides  this  vain,  contra-         There  is  also  a  time  of  insecurity,  when  in- 

dictory,  and  selMestructive  security,  which  terests  of  all  sorts  become  objects  of  specula- 

mne  men  derive  from  the  habitual  attachment  tion.     Then  it  is,  that  their  very  attachment 

of  the  people  to  this  constitution,  whilst  they  to  wealth  and  importance  will  induce  several 

Boffer  it  with  a  sort  <^  sportive  acquiescence  persons  of  opulence  to  list  themselves,  and  even 

to  be  brought  into  contempt  before  their  faces,  to  take  a  lead  with  the  party  which  they  think 

tliey  have  other  grounds  for  removing  all  ap-  most  likely  to  prevail,  in  order  to  obtain  to 

prdiraisian  from  their  minds.     They  are  of  opi-  themselves  consideration  in  some  new  order  or 

Bkm,  that  there  are  too  many  of  great  hereditary  disorder  of  things.     They  may  be  led  to  act  in 

estates  and  influence  in  the  kingdom,  to  suffer  this  manner,  that  they  may  secure  some  por- 

fteestablidmientof  the  levelling  system  which  tion  of  their  own  property;  and  perhaps  to 

has  taken  place  in  France.     This  is  very  become  partakers  of  the  spoil  of  their  own  or- 

trae,  if  in  order  to  guide  the  power,  which  dcr.     Those  who  speculate  on  change,  always 

BOW  attends  their  property,  these  men  possess  make  a  great  number  among  people  of  rank 

die  wisdom  which  is  involved  in  early  fear,  and  fortune,  as  well  as  among  the  low  and  the 

But  if  throu^  a  supine  security,  to  which  indigent. 

Miefa  fortunes  are  peculiarly  liable,  they  neglect        W^hat  security  against  all  this  ? — All  human 

die  use  of  their  influence  in  the  season  of  their  securities  are  liable  to  uncertainty.     But  if 

power,  on  the  first  derangement  of  society,  the  any  thing  bids  fair  for  the  prevention  of  so 

Bervos  of  their  strength  will  be  cut.     Their  great  a  calamity,  it  must  consist  in  the  use  of 

•states,  instead  of  being  the  means  of  their  the  ordinary  means  of  a  just  influence  in  so- 

seenrity,  wiU  become  the  very  causes  of  their  ciety,  whilst    those   means  continue    unim- 

danger.     Instead  of  bestowing  influence,  they  paired.   The  public  judgment  ought  to  receive 

win  excite  rapacity.     They  will  be  looked  to  a  proper  direction.     All  weighty  men   may 

u  a  prey.  have  their  share  in  so  good  a  work.    As  yet, 

Sodi  willbe  the  impotent  condition  of  those  notwithstanding  the  strutting  and  lying  inde- 

nen  of  great  hereditajry  estates,  who,  indeed,  pendence  of   a  braggart  philosophy,  nature 

didike  the  designs  that  are  carried  on,  but  maintains  her  rights,  and  great  names  have 

whose  didiike  is  rather  that  of  spectators,  than  great  prevalence.      Two  such  men  as  Mr. 

of  parties  that  may  be  concerned  in  the  catas-  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  adding  to  their  authority 

tropbe  of  the  piece.    But  riches  do  not  in  all  in  a  point  in  which  they  concur,  even  by  their 

cases  secure  even  an  inert  and  passive  resist-  disunion  in  every  thing  else,  might  frown  these 

aiice.     There  are  always,  in  that  description,  wicked  opinions  out  of  the  kingdom.     But  if 

mm  whose  fortunes,  when  their  minds  are  the  influence  of  either  of  them,  or  the  influence 

once  vitiated  by  pasdion  or  by  evil  principle,  of  men  like  them,  should,  against  their  serious 

ire  by  DO  meam  a  security  from  their  actually  intentions,  be  otherwise  perverted,  they  may 

tiking  their  part  against  the    public    tran-  countenance  opinions  which  (as  I  have  said 

quiUity.     We  see  to  what  low  and  despicable  before,  and  could  wish  over  and  over  again  to 

pusions  of  aU  kinds  many  men  in  that  class  press)  they  may  in  vain  attempt  to  controul. 

are  ready  to  sacrifice  the  patrimonial  estates,  In  their  theory,  these  doctrines  admit  no  limit, 

which  might  be  perpetuated  in  t)ieir  fitmilies  no  qualification  whatsoever.    No  man  can 

with  splewtour,  uid  with  the  &ine  of  heredi-  say  how  fiur  he  will  go,  who  joins  with  those 
Vol.  U.— 4 
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who  ire  avowedly  going  to  the  utmoet  ex-  The  fimndatioa  of  government  (tiiose  yibo 

tremities.    What  security  is  there  for  stopping  have  read  that  book  will  recollect)  is  laid  in  a 

short  at  all  in  these  wild  conceits  ?    Why,  provision  for  our  wants,  and  in  a  cooformity 

neither  more  nor  less  than  this — ^that  the  moral  to  our  duties ;  it  is  to  purvey  for  the  one ;  it 

sentiments  of  some  few  among  them  do  put  is  to  enforce  the  other.     These  doctrines  do 

some  check  on  their  savage  theories.     But  let  of  themselves  gravitate  to  a  middle  point,  or 

us  take  care.   The  moral  sentiments,  so  nearly  to  some  point  near  a  middle.     They  suppose 

connected  with  eariy  prejudice  as  to  be  almost  indeed  a  certain  portion  of  liberty  to  be  esseo- 

one  and  the  same  thing,  will  assuredly  not  live  tial  to  all  good  government ;  but  they  infer  that 

long  under  a  discif^e,  which  has  for  its  basis  this  liberty  is  to  be  blende  into  the  govem- 

the  destruction  of   all    prejudices,    and  the  ment ;  to  harmonize  with  its  forms  and  its 

making  the  mind  proof  against  all  dread  of  con-  rules ;  and  to  be  made  subordinate  to  its  end. 

sequences  flowing  from  the   pretended  truths  Those  who  are  not  with  that  book  are  with 

that  are  taught  by  their  philosophy.  its  opposite.    For  there  is  no  medium  beskles 

In  this  school  the  moral  sentiments  must  the  medium  itself.     That  medium  is  not  sadi, 

grow  weaker  and  weaker  every  day.     The  because   it  is  found  there ;  but  it  is  fbimi 

more  cautious  of  these  teachers,  in  laying  there,  because  it  is  conformable  to  truth  and 

down  their  maxims,  draw  as  much  c^the  con-  nature.    In  this  we  do  not  follow  the  author; 

elusion  as  suits,  not  with  their  premises,  but  but  we  and  the  author  travel  together  upon 

with  their  pdicy.     They  trust  Uie  rest  to  the  the  same  safe  and  middle  path, 
sagacity  of  their  pupils.    Others,  and  these  are        The  theory  contained  in  his  book  is  not  to 

the  most  vaunted  for  their  spirit,  not  only  lay  furnish  principles  for  making  a  new  constitu- 

down  the  same  premises,  but  boldly  draw  the  tion,  but  for  illustrating  the  principles  of  a 

conclusions  to  the  destruction  of  our  whole  constitution  already  made.    It  is  a  theory 

constitution  in  church  and  state.     But  are  drawn  from  the /ocf  of  our  govemmrait.    They 

these  conclusions  truly  drawn  ?    Yes,  most  who  oppose  it  are  bound  to  shew,  that  h^ 

certainly.       The    principles    are    wild    and  theory  militates  with  that  fact.    Otherwise, 

wicked.     But  let  justice  be  done  even  to  their  quarrel  is  not  with  his'book,  but  with 

phrenzy  and  villainy.    These  teachers  are  per-  the  constitution  of  their  country.     The  whole 

fectly  systematic.      No   man  who  assumes  scheme  of  our  mixed  constitution  is  to  prevent 

their  grounds  can  tolerate  the  British  consti-  any  one  of  its  principles  firom  being  carried  as 

tution  in  church  or  state.     The  teachers  pro-  &r,  as  taken  by  itself,  and  theoretically,  it 

fess  to  scorn  all  mediocrity ;    to  engage  for  would  go.    Allow  that  to  be  the  true  policy 

perfection ;  to  proceed  by  the  simplest  and  of  the  British  system,  then  most  of  the  fiuilts 

shortest  course.     They  build  their  politics,  not  with  which  that  system  stands  charged  will 

on  convenience  but  on  truth ;  and  they  pro-  appear  to  be,  not  imperfections  into  which  it 

fess  to  conduct  men  to  certain  happiness  by  has  inadvertently  &Uen,  but  excellencies  which 

the  assertion  of  their  undoubted  rights.    With  it  has  studiously  sought.     To  avoid  the  per- 

them  there  is  no  compromise.    All  other  go-  fections  of  extreme,  sdl  its  several  parts  are  so 

vemments  are  usurpations,  which  justify  and  c<xistituted,  as  not  alone  to  answer  their  own 

even  demand  resistance.  several  ends,  but  also  each  to  limit  and  con- 

Their  principles  always  go  to  the  extreme,  troul  the  others :  insomuch,  that  take  which  of 

They  who  go  with  the  principles  of  the  ancient  the  principles  you  please— you  will  find  its 

whigs,  which  are  those  contained  in   Mr.  operation  checked  and  stopped  at  a  certain 

Burke*s  book,  never  can  go  too  &r.     They  point.      The    whole   movement  stands    still 

may  indeed  stop  short  of  some  hazardous  and  rather  than  that  any  part  should  proceed  be- 

ambiguous  excellence,  which  they   will  be  yond  its  boundary.    From  thence  it  results, 

taught  to  postpone  to  any  reasonable  degree  that  in  the  British  constitution,  there  is  a 

of  good  they  may  actually  possess.      The  perpetual  treaty  and  compromise  going  on, 

opinions  maintained  in  that  book  never  can  sometimes  opeiUy,  sometimes  with  less  obser- 

lead  to  an  extreme,  because  their  foundation  vation.       To    him    who    contemplates    the 

is  laid  in  opposition  to  extremes.     The  foun-  British  constitution,  as  to  him  who  contem- 

dation  of  government  is  there  laid,  not  in  plates  the  subordinate  material  world,  it  will 

imaginary  rights  of  men,  (which  at  best  is  a  always  be  a  matter  of  his  most  curious  inves- 

confusion  of  judicial  with  civil  principles)  but  tigation,  to  discover  the  secret  of  this  mutual 

in  political  convenience,  and  in  human  nature ;  limitation. 

either  as  that  nature  is  universal,  or  as  it  is  Finite  potestas  denique  cuique 

modified  by  local  habits  and  social  aptitudes.  QuanamsJtratk>ne,atque  alte  termmus  bsrens' 
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They  who  hare  acted,  as  in  France  diey  little  think  how  inmiorally  they  act  in  nMf 

faave  done,  upon  a  sdieme  whoUy  different,  meddling  with  what  they  do  not  understand. 

ud  who  aim  at  die  abstract  and  unlimited  Their  delusive  good  intention  is  no  sort  of 

perfection  c€  power  in  the  popular  part,  can  excuse  for  their  presumption.      They  wh» 

be  of  no  service  to  us  in  any  of  our  political  truly  mean  well  must  be  fearful  of  acting  ill.. 

inrangements.     They  who  in  their  headlong  The  British  omstitution  may  have  its  advan- 

career  have  overpassed  the  goal,  can  furnish  tages  pointed  out  to  wise  and  reflecting  minds ; 

no  example  to  those  who  aim  to  go  no  further,  but  it  is  of  too  high  an  order  of  excellence  to 

The  temeri^  of  such  speculators  is  no  more  be  adapted  to  those  which  are  common.    It 

an  ezan^>le  than  die  timidity  of  others.     The  takes  in  too  many  views,  it  makes  too  many 

one  sort  scorns  the  right ;  the  other  fears  it ;  combinations,  to  be  so  much  as  comprehended 

both  miss  it.    But  those  who  by  vi(Jence  go  by  shallow  and   superficial    understandings. 

beyond  the  barrier,  are  without  question  the  Profound  thinkers  will  know  it  in  its  reason 

most  misdiievous ;  because  to  go  bey<md  it  and  spirit.     The  less  inquiring  will  recognise 

they  overturn  and  destroy  it.     To  say  they  it  in  their  feelings  and  their  experience.  They 

haTe  spirit,  is  to  say  nothing  in  their  praise,  will  thank  God  they  have  a  standard,  which. 

The  untempered  spirit  <^  nndness,  blindness,  in  the  most  essentisd  point  of  this  great  con- 

inunorality,  and  impiety,  deserves  no  ctxn-  cem,  will  put  them  on  a  par  with  the  most 

meodation.    He  that  sets  his  house  on  fire  wise  and  knowing. 

because  his  fingers  are  frost-bitten,  can  never  If  we  do  not  take  to  our  aid  the  foregone 

be  a  fit  instructer  in  the  method  of  providing  studies  of  men  reputed  intelligent  and  learned, 

our  habitations  with  a  cheerful  and  salutary  we  shall  be  always  beginners.    But  men  must 

warmth.    We  want  no  finreign  examples  to  learn  somewhere ;  and  the  new  teachers  mean 

rekindle  in  us  the  flame  of  liberty.    The  ex-  no  more  than  what  they  effect,  as  fiur  as  they 

ample  of  our  own  ancestors  is  abundantly  succeed,  that  is,  to  deprive  men  of  the  benefit 

Bofficient  to  maintain  the  spirit  of  fireedom  in  of  the  collected  wisdom  of  mankind,  and  to 

its  full  vigour,  and  to  qualify  it  in  all  its  ex-  make  them  blind  disciples  of  their  own  parti- 

ertioos.    The  example  of  a  wise,  moral,  well-  cular  presumption.     Talk  to  these  deluded 

natnred  and  w^-tempered  spirit  of  .fireedom,  creatures  (all  the  disciples  and  most  of  the 

is  diat  alone  which  can  be  useful  to  us,  or  in  masters)  who  are  taught  to  think  themselves 

the  least  degree  reputable  or  safe.    Our  fabric  so  newly  fitted  up  and  furnished,  and  you  will 

is  so  constituted  ;  one  part  of  it  bears  so  much  find  nodiing  in  their  houses  but  the  refuse  of 

en  die  other,  the  parts  are  so  made  for  one  Knaves  Acre ;  nothing  but  the  rotten  stuflT, 

anodier,  and  for  nothing  else,  that  to  introduce  worn  out  in  the  service  of  delusion  and  sedi- 

uy  foreign  matter  into  it,  is  to  destroy  it.  tion  in  all  ages,  and  which  being  newly  fur- 

What  has  been  said  of  the  Roman  empire,  bished  up,  patched,  and  varnished,  serves  well 

is  at  least  as  true  of  the  British  constituticm —  enough  for  those  who  being  unacquainted  with 

"  Oedngentorum  annorum  fartunaj  diaeipliii'  the  conflict  which  has  always  been  mi^intained 

a?iK,  eotnpagea  hoc  eotduit ;    qiuB  conveUi  between  the  sense  and  nonsense  of  mankind, 

<tae  eonndlentium  exitio  runt  potest."— This  know  nothing  of  the  former  existence  and  the 

British  constitution  has  not  been  struck  out  ancient  refutation  of  the  same  follies.    It  is 

at  a  heat  by  a  set  of  presumptuous  men,  like  near  two  thousand  years  since  it  has  been  ob- 

the  assembly  of  pettifoggers  run  mad  in  Paris,  served,  that  these  devices  of  ambition,  avarice, 

and  turbulence,  were  antiquated.    They  are, 

"  Tis  not  the  hasty  product  of  a  day.  indeed,  the  most  ancient  of  all  common  places ; 

But  the  well-ripen'd  fruit  of  wise  aelay."  common  places,  sometimes  of  good  and  neces- 
sary causes ;  more  frequently  ^  the  worst,  but 

It  is  the  result  of  the  ffioughts  of  many  minds,  which  decide  upon  neither. — Eadem  umper 

in  DMny  ages.     It  is  no  sim|de,  no  superficial  eau«a,  Kbido  et  avoaitia,  et  mtUandarum  rerum 

thing,  nw  to  be  estimated  by  superficial  un-  amor.-^CeUrum  libertof  et  tpeehaa  nomina 

<ietataiiding8.    An  ignorant  man,  who  is  not  pretexuntur ;  nee   qui»quam    aUenum  tervi^ 

^  enough  to  meddle  with  his  clock,  is  how-  Hum,  et  dorhinationem  dbi  eoneupivit,  ut  non 

^er  saffieieatly  ccmfident  to  think  he  can  eadem  itta  vocabtda  tuttrparet. 

»&ly  take  to  pieces,  and  put  together  at  his  Rational  and  experienced  men,  tolerably 

pleasure,  a  moral  machine  of  another  guise,  well  know,  and  have  always  known,  how  to 

iinportanee,  and  eoraplexi^,  composed  of  far  distinguish  between  true  and  felse  liberty ;  and 

<>ther  wheels,  and  springs,  and  balances,  and  between  the  genuine  adherence  and  the  folse* 

^<><iatwactiag  and  co-operating  powers.    Men  pretence  to  what  is  trae.    But  none,  eieept 
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those  who  are  fmdbaDiSij  studied,  can  compre-  fencies,  but  to  study  them  until  we  know  how 
hend  the  elaborate  contrivance  of  a  fabric  fitted  and  what  we  ought  to  admire ;  and  if  we  can- 
to unite  private  and  public  liberty  with  public  not  arrive  at  this  Gombinati<Mi  of  admiratioB 
ibrce,  with  order,  with  peace,  with  justice,  and,  with  knowledge,  rather  to  believe  that  we  ara 
above  all,  with  the  institutions  formed  for  be-  dull,  than  that  the  rest  of  the  w<Hrki  has  beea 
-  stowing  permanence  and  stability  through  ages,  imposed  on.  It  is  as  good  a  rule,  at  least, 
upon  this  invaluable  whole.  with  regard  to  this  admired  constitution.    Wo 

Place,  for  instance,  before  your  eyes,  such  a  ought  to  understand  it  according  to  our  mear* 

man  as  Montesquieu.     Think  of  a  genius  not  sure  ;  and  to  venerate  where  we  are  not  able 

bom  in  every  country,  or  every  time ;  a  man  presently  to  comprehend, 

gifled  by  nature  with  a  penetrating  aquiline  eye;  Such  admirers  were  our  fathers,  to  whom 

with  a  judgment  prepared  with  the  most  ex-  we  owe  this  splendid  inheritance.    Letusim- 

tensive  eniditi<»  ;  with  an  herculean  robust-  prove  it  with  zeal,  but  with  fear.    Let  us  fbl- 

ness  of  mind,  and  nerves  not  to  be  broken  with  low  our  ancestors,  men  not  without  a  rational, 

labour ;  a  man  who  could  spend  twenty  years  though  without  an  exclusive  confidence  in 

in  one  pursuit.     Think  of  a  man,  like  the  uni-  themselves  ;  who,  by  respecting  the  reason  of 

versal  patriarch  in  Milton,  (who  had  drawn  others,  who,  by  looking  backward  as  well  as 

up  before  him  in  his  prophetic  vision  the  fi>rward,by  the  modesty  as  well  as  by  the  ener- 

whole  series  of  the  generations  which  were  to  gy  of  their  minds,  went  on,  insensibly  drawing 

issue  from  his  loins,)  a  man  capaUe  of  placing  this  constitution  nearer  and  nearer  to  its  per- 

in  review,  after  having  brought  together,  from  fection  by  never  departing  from  its  fundamen- 

the  east,  the  west,  the  north,  and  the  south,  tal  principles,  nor  introducing  any  amendment 

from  the  coarseness  of  the  rudest  barbarism  to  which  had  not  a  subsisting  root  in  the  laws, 

the  most  refined  and  subtle  civilization,  all  the  constitution,  and  usages  of  the  kingdom.    Let 

schemes  of  government  which  had  ever  pre-  those  who  have  the  trust  c^  political  or  of  na- 

vailed  among  mankind,  weighing,  measuring,  tural  authority  ever  keep  watch  against  the 

collating,  and  comparing  them  all,  joining  fact  desperate  enterprises  of  innovation  :    Let  even 

with  theory,  and  calling  into  council,  upon  all  their  benevolence  be  fortified  and  armed.  They 

this  infinite  assemblage  of  things,  all  the  specu-  have  before  their  eyes  the  example  of  a  mo* 

lations  which  have  fiitigued  the  understand-  narch,  insulted,  degraded,  confined,  deposed; 

ings  of  profound  reasoners  in  all  times  ! — Let  his  family  dispersed,  scattered,   imprisoned ; 

us  then  consider,  that  all  these  were  but  so  his  wife  insulted  to  his  face  like  the  vilest  of 

many  preparatory  steps  to  qualify  a  man,  and  the  sex,  by  the  vilest  of  all  populace  ;  himself 

such  a  man,  tinctured  with  no  national  preju-  three  times  dragged  by  these  wretches  in  an 

dice,  with  no  domestic  affection,  to  admire,  infemous  triumph  ;  his  children  torn  from  him, 

and  to  hold  out  to  the  admiration  of  mankind  in  violation  of  the  first  right  of  nature,  and 

the  constitution  of  England!    And  shall  we  given  into  the  tuition  of  the  most  desperate  and 

Englishmen  revoke  such  a  suit  ?    Shall  we,  impious  of  the  leaders  of  desperate  and  inipi- 

when  so  much  more  than  he  has  produced,  re-  ous  clubs  ;  his  revenues  dilapidated  and  plun- 

mains  still  to  be  understood  and  admired,  in-  dered  ;  his  magistrates  murdered  ;  his  clergy 

stead  of  keeping  ourselves  in  the  schools  of  real  proscribed,  persecuted,  famished  ;  his  nobility 

science,  choose  for  our  teadiers  men  incapable  degraded  in  their  rank,  undone  in  their  for- 

of  being  taught,  whose  only  claim  to  know  is,  tunes,  fugitives  in  their  persons  ;  his  armies 

that  they  have  never  doubted ;  from  whom  we  corrupted  and  ruined  ;  his  whole  people  impo- 

can  learn  nothing  but  their  own  indocility ;  verished,  disunited,  dissolved  ;  whilst  through 

who  would  teach  us  to  scorn  what    in   the  the  bars  of  his  prison,  and  amidst  the  bayonets 

silence  of  our  hearts  we  ought  to  adore  ?  of  his  keepers,  he  hears  the  tumult  of  two  con- 

Diflerent  from  them  are  all  the  great  critics,  flicting  factions,  equally  wicked  and  abandoned. 

They  have  taught  us  one  essential  rule.    I  who  agree  in  principles,  in  dispositions,  and  in 

think  the  excellent  and  philosophic  artist,  a  objects,  but  who  tear  each  other  to  pieces  about 

true  judge,  as  well  as  a  perfect  follower  of  na-  the  most  efiectual  means  of  obtaining  their 

ture.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  has  somewhere  common  end  ;  the  one  contending  to  preserve 

applied  it,  or  something  like  it,  in  his  own  for  a  while  his  name,  and  his  perscm,  the  more 

profession.    It  is  this,  that  if  ever  we  should  easily  to  destroy  the  royal  authority — the  other 

find  ourselves  disposed  not  to  admire  those  clamouring  to  cut  off  the  name,  the  person, 

writers  or  artists,  Livy  and  Virgil  for  instance,  and  the  monarchy  together,  by  one  sacrilegious 

Raphael  or  Michad  Angelo,  whom  all  the  execution.    All  this  accumulation  of  calamity, 

learned  had  admired,  not  to  follow  our  own  the  greatest  that  ever  fell  upon  one  man,  has 
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K»  hia  head,  because  he  had  lefl  his  The  whigs  of  this  day  have  belbre  them,  in 

inguarded  by  caution ;  because  he  was  this  Appeal,  their  constitutional  ancestors : 

rht  that  where  power  is  concerned,  he  They  have  the  doctors  of  the  modem  school. 

Jl  confer  benefits  must  take  securi^  They  will  choose  for  themselves.     The  author 

ingratitude.  of  the  Reflections  has  chosen  for  himself.     If 

ve  stated  the  calamities  which  have  a  new  order  is  coming  on,  and  all  the  political 

p<Mi  a  great  [Mince  and  nation,  because  opinions  must  pass  away  as  dreams,  which  our 

in  not  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  dan-  ancestors  have  worshipped  as  revdations,  I 

d  because,  what  conmMMily  happens  to  say  for  him,  that  he  would  rather  be  the  last 

rprised,  they  lost  all  resource  when  they  (as  certainly  he  is  the  least)  of  that  race  of 

au^t  in  it.    When  I  speak  of  danger,  men.  than  the  first  and  greatest  of  those  who 

inly  mean  to  address  myself  to  those  who  have  coined  to  themselves  whig  principles  firom 

it  the  prevaloice  of  the  new  whig  doc-  a  French  die,  unknown  to  the  impress  of  our 

as  an  evil.  fiithers  in  the  constitution. 
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Charle9-ttreet,  London,  PA.  21, 1782.  and  more  liberal,  I  cannot  tdl,  fcr  want  of 

having  the  actual  map  of  the  country.    If  this 

MT  LORD,  should  be  the  case,  it  was  right  in  yoa  to 

I  AM  obliged  to  your  lordship  for  your  commu-  accept  it,  such  as  it  is.    But  if  this  shoukl  be 

nication  of  the  heads  of  Mr.  Gardiner's  bill,  one  of  the  experiments,  which  have  some- 

1  had  received  it,  in  an  earlier  stage  of  its  pro-  times  been  nuuie  before  the  temper  of  the 

gross,  from  Mr.  Braughall ;  and  I  am  still  in  nation  was  ripe  for  a  real  ref(MrmatioD,  I  think 

that  gentleman's  debt,  as  I  have  not  made  him  it  may  possibly  have  iU  effects,  by  disposing 

the  proper  return  for  the  favour  he  has  done  the  penal  matter  in  a  more  systematic  order, 

me.    Business,  to  which  I  was  more  imme-  and  thereby  fixing  a  permanent  bar  against 

diately  called,  and  in  which  my  sentiments  had  any  relief  that  is  truly  substantial.    The  whole 

the  weight  of  one  vote,  occupied  me  every  mo-  merit  or  demerit  of  the  measure  depends  npoa 

ment  since  I  received  his  letter.     This  first  the  plans  and  dispositions  of  those  by  whom 

morning,  which  I  can  call  my  own,  I  give  with  the  act  was  made,  concurring  with  the  genenl 

great  cheerfiilness  to  the  subject  on  which  your  temper  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  and  their 

lordship  has  done  me  the  honour  of  desiring  my  aptitude  to  admit  in  time  of  some  part  of  that 

opinion.    I  have  read  the  heads  of  the  bill  with  equality,  without  which  you  never  can  be 

the  amendments.    Your  lordship  is  too  well  fellow-citizens.— Of  all  this  I  am  wfaofly 

acquainted  with  men,  and  with  affairs,  to  ima-  ignorant.    All  my  correspondence  with  men  of 

gine  that  any  true  judgment  can  be  formed  on  public  importance  in  Ireland  has  for  some  time 

the  value  of  a  great  measure  of  policy  from  the  totally  ceased.    On  the  first  biU  for  the  rdief 

perusal  of  a  piece  of  paper.    At  present  I  am  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  I  was, 

much  in  the  dark  wiUi  regard  to  the  state  of  without  any  call  of  mine,  consulted  both  on 

the  country,  which  the  intended  law  is  to  be  your  side  <^  the  water  and  on  this.    On  the 

applied  to.***    It  is  not  easy  for  me  to  deter-  present  occasion,  I  have  not  heard  a  woid 

mine  whether  or  no  it  was  wise  (for  the  sake  from  any  man  in  office ;  and  know  as  litde  of 

of  expunging  the  black  letter  of  laws,  which,  the  intentions  of  the  British  government,  as  I 

menacing  as  they  were  in  the  language,  were  know  c^  the  temper  of  the  Irish  pailiamoit. 

every  day  fading  into  disuse)  solemnly  to  re-  I  do  not  find  that  any  opposition  was  made  by 

affirm  the  principles,  and  to  re-enact  the  pro-  the  principal  persons  of  the  minority  in  the 

visions  of  a  code  of  statutes,  by  which  you  are  house  of  commons,  or  that  any  is  apprehended 

totally  excluded  from  the   privileges   of  fiom  them  in  the  house  of  lords.     The  whole 

THE  COMMONWEALTH,  firom  the  highest  to  of  the  difficulty  seems  to  lie  with  the  principal 

the  lowest,  fiom  the  most  material  of  the  civil  men  in  government,  under  whose  protection 

professions,  from  the  army,   and  even  from  this  bill  is  supposed  to  be  brought  in.     This 

education,  where  alone  education  is  to  be  had.  violent  opposition  and  cordial  support,  coming 

Whether  this  scheme  of  indulgence,  ground-  from  one  and  the  same  quarter,  appears  to  me 

ed  at  once  on  contempt  and  jealousy,  has  a  something  mysterious,  and  hinders  me  from 

tendency  gradually  to  produce  something  better  being  able  to  make  any  clear  judgment  of  the 

merit  of  the  present  measure,  as  compared  with 

♦  The  sketch  of  the  bill  sent  to  Mr.  Burke,  the  actual  state  of  the  country,  and  the  general 

along  with  the  repeal  of  some  acts,  re-affirmed  views  of  government,  without  which  one  can 

many  others  in  the  penal  code.     It  was  altered  g^^y  nothing  that  may  not  be  very  erroneous, 

afterwards,  and  the  clauses  re-affirmmg  the  m-  rn     i    if    ♦  *u     t-n    :-  ♦u^  .u^.^..^    ;♦  :. 

capaciUes  left  out ;   birt  they  all  stiU  exis^  and  ^o  look  at  the  bill,  in  the  abstract,  it  is 

are  in  full  force.  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  renewed  act  or 
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UHiTERSAL,  uifMiTiAATSD,  xiTDisPEirsA-  coiitribation.    When  a  very  great  poitko  of 
ai.E,  KXCEPTioNLBss,  DISQUALIFICA-  the  labour  of  individuab  goes  to  the  lUte,  and 
TION.  is  by  the  state  again  reiimded  to  individuals. 
One  would  imagine,  that  a  bill,  inflicting  through  the  medium  of  offices,  and  in  this  cir- 
such  a  multitude  of  incapacities,  had  followed  cuitous  progress  fipom  the  private  to  the  pub- 
on  the  heels  of  a  conquest,  made  by  a  very  lie,  and  from  the  public  again  to  the  private 
fierce  enemy,  under  the  impression  of  recent  fund,  the  fiimilies  from  whom  the  revenue  is 
animosity  and  resentment.    No  man,  en  read-  taken  are  indemnified,  and  an  equitable  balance 
bg  that  bill,  could  imagine  he  was  reading  an  between  the  government  and  the  subject  is  es- 
ut  of  amnesty  and  indulgence,  following  a  tablished.    But  if  a  great  body  of  the  people 
recital  of  the  good  behaviour  of  those  who  are  who  ccmtribute  to  this  state  lottery,  are  ex- 
the  objects  of  it ;  which  recital  stood  at  the  duded  from  all  the  prizes,  the  stopping  the 
bead  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  first  introduced :  but,  circulation  with  regard  to  them  may  be  a  naosC 
I  suppose  for  its  incongruity  with  the  body  of  cruel  hardship,  amounting  in  eflect  to  being 
tbe  piece,  was  afterwards  omitted. — This  I  double  or  treble  taxed ;  and  it  will  be  felt  as 
ny  on  memory.    It,  however,  still,  recites  the  such  to  the  very  quick  by  all  the  fiunilies  hi^ 
wtb,  and  that  Catholics  ou^t  to  be  considered  and  low  of  those  hundreds  of  thousands,  who 
a*  good  and  loyal  subjects  to  his  majesty,  his  are  denied  their  chance  in  the  returned  fiuita 
tnwUf  and  goivemment.     Then  follows  an  of  their  own  industry.     This  is  the  thing 
mivenal  exdusion  of  those  oood  and  lotai.  meant  by  those  who  look  upon  the  public  re* 
■objects  fixmi  every  (even  the  lowest)  office  of  venue  only  as  a  spoil ;  and  will  naturaUy  wish 
tnut  and  profit ;  from  any  vote  at  an  election ;  to  have  as  few  as  possible  concerned  in  the 
from  any  privilege  in  a  town  corporate ;  from  division  of  the  booty.    If  a  state  should  be  m 
being  even  a  fireeman  of  such  a  corporaticm ;  unhappy  as  to  think  it  cannot  subsist  without 
from  serving  oo  grand  juries ;  frran  a  vote  at  such  a  barbarous  proecriptim,  the  persons  so 
afestry ;  fi^  having  a  gun  in  his  house;  fiiom  proscribed  ought  to  be  indemnified  by  the  re- 
beiog  a  barrister,  attorney,  or  sdicitor,  &c.  missimi  of  a  large  part  of  their  taxes,  by  an 
&c  &c.  immunity  fix>m  the  offices  cf  public  burden,  and 
This  has  aorely  much  more  the  air  of  a  by  an  exemption  from  being  pressed  into  any 
table  of  proscription,  than  an  act  of  grace,  military  or  naval  service. 
What  must  we  suppose  the  laws  concerning  Commcm  sense  and  conunon  justice  dictate 
|l>08e  good  subjects  to  have  been,  (^  which  this  this  at  least,  as  some  sort  of  compensation  to 
is  a  rdaxation  ?    I  know  well  diat  there  is  a  a  people  for  their  slavery.    How  many  fiuaai- 
cant  language  current,  about  the  difiTerence  lies  are  incapable  of  existing,  if  the  little 
between  an  exdusion  fixxn  employments  even  offices  of  revenue,  and  little  military  commis- 
to  the  most  rigorous  extent,  and  an  exdusi<«  sions,  are  denied  them !    To  deny  them  at 
from  the  natonl  benefits  arising  fixxn  a  man's  home,  and  to  make  the  happiness  of  acquiring 
own  industry.    I  allow,  fliat  tmder  some  cir-  some  of  them  somewhere  else,  felony,  or  higb 
comstances,  tfie  difference  is  very  material  treason,  is  a  piece  of  cruelty,  in  which,  till 
in  point  of  justice,  and  that  there  are  consi-  very  lately,  I  did  not  suppose  this  age  capable 
<mioiis  which  may  render  it  advisable  for  a  of  persisting.    Formerly  a  similarity  of  reli- 
wise  government  to  keep  the  leading  parts  of  gion  made  a  sort  of  country  for  a  man  in  some 
eroy  brandi  of  civil  and  military  ad^nunistra-  quarter  or  other.    A  refiigee  for  religion  was 
(ioD  in  hands  of  the  best  trust :  but  a  total  a  protected  character.     Now,  the  reception  is 
ndnsion  firom  the  commonwealth  is  a  very  coM    indeed:    and   therefore  as  the  asylum 
differeat  thing.    When  a  government  subsists  abroad  is  destroyed,  the  hardship  at  home  is 
(as  governments  formerly  did)  on  an  estate  of  doubled.    This  hardship  is  the  more  intole- 
its   own,  with   but  few  and  inconsiderable  rable,  because  the  professions  are  shut  up. 
revenues  drawn  firom  the  subject,  then  the  few  The  church  is  so  of  course.    Much  is  to  be 
officers  which  existed  in  such  establishments  said  on  that  subject,  in  regard  to  them,  and  to 
Were  naturally  at  the  disposal  of  that  govern-  the  protestant  dissenters.    But  that  is  a  chap- 
meat  which  paid  the  salaries  out  of  its  own  ter  by  itself.    I  am  sure  I  wish  well  to  that 
coffers ;  there  an  exdusive  preference  could  church,  and  think  its  ministers  among  the  very 
hardly  merit  the  name  of  proscription.    Al-  best  citizens  of  your  country.    However,  such 
iMst  the  whde  produce  of  a  man's  industry  at  as  it  is,  a  great  walk  in  life  is  forbidden  ground 
that  time  remained  in  his  own  purse  to  main-  to  seventeen  hundred  thousand  of  the  inhabi* 
tain  his  femily.    But  times  alter,  and  the  tants  of  Ireland.     Why  are  they  exduded 
loMe  estate  of  govemmBnt  is  firom  private  fipomthelaw?    Do  not  ^y  expend  money  ia 


58  ON  THE  PENAL  LAWS 

th«ir  laiti  ?    Why  may  not  they  indemnify  lecture  on  (he  oruelty  of  depriying  meo  of  Uim; 

themsalres,   by  profiting,   in  the  persons  of  shield,  on  account  of  their  speculatiTeopinioDt». 

■ome,  (or  the  losses  incurred  by  others  ?  Why  The  protestants  of  Ireland  teel  well  and  natiH 

may    not  they  have   persons  of  confidence,  rally  on  the  hardships  of  being  bound  by  laws 

whom  they  may,  if  they  please,  employ  in  the  in  the  enacting  c£  whidi  they  do  not  directly 

agency  of  their  affairs  ?     The  exclusion  fi^m  or  indirectly  vote.     The  bounds  of  these  mat- 

the  law,  from  grand  juries,  from  sheriffships,  ters  are  nice,  and  hard  to  be  settled  in  theoiy, 

Mid  under-sheriffships,  as  well  as  firom  fi-ee-  and  perhaps  they  have  been  pushed  too  fiir. 

dom  in  any  corporation,  may  subject  them  to  But  how  they  can  avoid  the  necessary  applica- 

dreadful   hardship,   as  it  may  exclude  them  ti(Hi  <^  the  principles  they  use  in  their  di^Nites 

whoUy  from  all  that  is  beneficial,  and  expose  with  others,  to  their  disputes  with  their  i^w- 

them  to  all  that  is  mischievous  in  a  trial  by  citizens,  I  know  not. 

jury.     This  was  manifestly  within  my  own  It  is  true,  the  words  of  this  act  do  not  create 
observation,  for  I  was  three  times  in  Ireland  a  disability ;    but  they  clearly  and  evidoitly 
firom  the  year  1760  to  the  year  1767,  where  I  suppose  it.     There  are  few  Catholic  fireehold- 
had  sufficient  means  of  information,  concern-  ers  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  privilege,  if  they 
ing  the  inhuman  proceedings  (among  which  were  permitted  to  partake  it ;  but  the  manner 
were  many  cruel  murders,  besides  an  infinity  in  which  this  very  right  in  freeholders  at  large 
of  outrages  and  oppressions,  unknown  before  is  defended,  is  not  (m  the  idea  that  the  fiti^ 
in  a  civilized  age)  which  prevailed  during  holders  do  really  and  truly  represent  the  peo- 
that  period   in  consequence   of  a  pretended  pie ;  but  that  sdl  people  being  capable  c^  ob- 
conspiracy  among  Roman   Catholica  against  taining  freeholds,  all  those,  who  by  their  indus- 
the  king's  government.     I  could  dilate  upon  try  and  sobriety  merit  this  privilege,  have  the 
the  mischief  that  may  happen,  from   those  means  of  arriving  at  votes.    It  is  the  same 
which  have  happened,  upon  this  head  of  dis-  with  the  corporations, 
qualifications,  if  it  were  at  all  necessary.  The  laws  against  foreign  education  are 
The  head  of  exclusion  from  votes  fcnr  mem«  clearly  the  very  worst  part  of  the  old  code, 
bers  of  parliament  is  closely  connected  with  the  Besides  your  laity,  you  have  tlie  succession 
former.     When  you  cast  your  eye  on  the  sta-  of  about  four  thousand  clergymen  to  provide  for. 
tute  book,  you  will  see  that  no  CcUholic,  even  These  having  no  lucrative  objects  in  fMospect, 
in  the  ferocious  acts  of  queen  Anne,  was  dis-  are  taken  very  much  out  <^  the  lower  ordms 
aUed  from  voting  on  account  of  his  religion,  of  the  people.    At  home,  they  have  no  means 
The  only  conditions  required  for  that  privilege,  whatsoever  provided  for  their  attaining  a  cleri- 
were  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration—  cal  education,  or  indeed  any  education  at  aU* 
both  oaths  relative  to  a  civil  concern.    Parlia-  When  I  was  in  Paris,  about  seven  years  ago, 
ment  has  since  added  another  oath  of  the  same  I  looked  at  every  thing,  and  lived  with  every 
kind :  and  yet  a  house  of  commons  adding  to  kind  of  people,  as  well  as  my  time  admitted, 
the  securities  of  government,  in  proportion  as  I  saw  there  the  Irish  college  of  the  Lombard, 
its  danger  is  confessedly  lessened,  and  pro-  which  seemed  to  me  a  very  good  place  <^edu- 
fossing  both  confidence  and    indulgence,   in  cation,  under  excellent  orders  and  regulations, 
effect  takes  away  the  privilege  lefl  by  an  act  and  under  the  government  of  a  very  prudent 
lull  of  jealousy,  and  professing  persecution.  and  learned  man,    (the  late  Dr.   Kellt.) 
The  taking  away  of  a  vote  is  the  taking  This  college  was  possessed  of  an  annual  fixed 
away  the  shield  which  the   subject  has,  not  revenue  of  more  than  a  thousamd  pounds  a 
only  against  the  oppression  of  power,  but  that  year;  the  greatest  part  c^  which  had  arisen 
worst  <^  all  oppre8si<»s,    the  persecution  of  fi-om  the  legacies  and  bene&ctions  <^  persona 
private  society,  and  private  manners.    No  educated  in  that  college,  and  who  had  obtained 
candidate  for  parliamentary  influence  is  obliged  promotions  in  France,  from  the  emolument  of 
to  the  least  attention  towards  them,  either  in  which  promotions  they  made  this  gratefiil  re- 
cities  or  counties.     On  the  contrary,  if  they  turn.     One  in  particular  I  remember,  to  the 
should  become  obnoxious  to  any  bigoted  or  amount  of  ten  thousand  livres,  annually,  as  it 
malignant  people  among  whom  they  live,  it  is  recorded  on  the  donor's  monument  in  their 
will  become  the  interest  of  those  who  court  chapel. 

p<^ular  favour,  to  use  the  numberless  means  It  has  been  the  custom  of  poor  persona  in 

which  always  reside  in  magistracy  and  influ-  Ireland,  to  pick  up  such  knowledge  of  the  Latin 

ence  to  oppress  them.    The  'proceedings  in  a  tongue  as,  under  the  general  discouragements, 

certain  county  in  Munster,  during  the  unfor^  and  occasional  pursuits  <^the  magistracy,  they 

tonate  period  I  have  mentioned,  read  a  strong  were  able  to  acquire :  and  receiving  oidan  at 
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home,  were  sent  abroad  to  obtain  a  clerical     — The  charities  intended  for  them  are  not 

education.     By  officiating  in  petty  chaplain-     perceived  to  be  fresh  insults ;  and  the  true 

diips,  and  performing,  now  and  then,  certain  nature  of  their  wants  and  necessities  being 

f^oes  <^  religiftn  for  small  gratuities,  they  re-  unknown,  remedies,  wholly  unsuitable  to  the 

ceived  the  means  of  maintaining  themselves,  nature  <^  their  complaint,  are  provided  for 

until  they  were  able  to  complete  their  educa^  them.     It  is  to  feed  a  sick  Gentoo  with  beef 

tion.    Through  such  difficulties  and  discou-  broth,  and  to  foment  his  wounds  with  brandy. 

ragemoits,  many  cithern  have  arrived  at  a  very  If  the  other  parts  of  the  university  were  open 

considerable  proficiency,  so  as  to  be  maric^  to  them,  as  well  on  the  foundation  as  othei> 

and  distinguished  abroad.       These  persons  wise,  the  offering  of  sizerships  would  be  a 

afterwards,  by  being  sunk  in  the  most  abject  proportioned  part  of  a  general  kindness.     But 

poverty,  despised  and  ill-treated  by  the  high  when  every  thing  liberal  is  withheld,  and  only 

orders  anxxig  protestants,  and  not  much  better  that  which  is  servile  is  permitted,  it  is  easy  to 

esteemed  or  treated,  even  by  the  few  persons  of  conceive  upon  what  footing  they  must  be  in 

fivtune  of  their  own  persuasi(»i ;  and  contract-  such  a  place. 

ing  the  habits  and  ways  of  thinking-c^the  poor  Mr.  Hutchinson  must  well  know  die  regard 
aod  uneducated,  anKwg  whom  they  were  obliged  and  honour  I  have  for  him;  and  he  cannot 
to  live,  in  a  few  years  retained  little  or  no  think  my  dissenting  from  him  in  this  particu- 
traces  of  the  talents  and  acquirements,  which  lar,  arises  from  a  disregard  c^  his  opinion ;  it 
distinguidied  them  in  the  early  periods  of  their  only  shews  that  I  think  he  has  lived  in  Ire- 
lives.  Can  we,  with  justice,  cut  them  off  from  land.  To  have  any  respect  for  the  character 
the  lue  of  places  of  education,  founded,  for  the  and  person  of  a  popish  priest  there  oh  !  'tis 
greater  part,  fi:om  the  econcnny  of  poverty  and  an  up-hill  work  indeed.  But  until  we  come 
exile,  without  providing  scnnething  that  is  to  respect  what  stands  in  a  respectable  light 
equivalent  at  home  ?  with  others,  we  are  very  deficient  in  the  tem- 
Whilst  this  restraint  (^foreign  and  domestic  per  which  qualifies  us  to  make  any  laws  and 
education  was  part  of  a  horrible  and  impious  regulations  about  them.  It  even  disqualifies 
^stem  of  servitude,  the  members  were  well  us  from  being  charitable  to  them  with  any 
fitted  to  the  body.     To  render  men  patient  effect  or  judgment. 

vnder  a  deprivation  of  all  the  rights  of  human  When  we  are  to  provide  for  the  education  of 
nature,  every  thing  which  could  give  him  a  any  body  of  men,  we  ought  seriously  to  consi- 
Imowledge  or  feeling  of  those  rights  was  ra-  der  the  particular  functi<»s  they  are  to  perform 
Hooally  forbidden.  To  render  humanity  fit  to  in  life.  A  Roman  Cathdic  clergyman  is  the 
be  insulted,  it  was  fit  that  it  should  be  degraded,  minister  <^  a  very  ritual  religion  :  and  by  his 
But  when  we  profess  to  restore  men  to  the  profession  subject  to  many  restraints.  His 
c^nci^  for  property,  it  is  equally  irraticmal  life  is  a  life  full  of  strict  observances,  and  his 
and  m^ust  to  deny  l^em  the  power  of  improv-  duties  are  of  a  laborious  nature  towards  hint- 
ing their  minds  as  well  as  their  fortunes.  In-  self,  and  of  the  highest  possible  trust  towards 
deed,  I  have  ever  thought  the  prc^ibition  of  others.  The  duty  of  confession  alone  is  suffi- 
the  means  of  improving  our  rational  nature,  cient  to  set  in  the  strongest  light  the  necessi^ 
to  be  the  worst  species  of  tyranny  that  the  in-  of  his  having  an  appropriated  mode  of  educa^ 
aolence  and  perversenessofmankind  ever  dared  tiaa.  The  theological  opinions  and  peculiar 
to  exercise.  This*  goes  to  all  men,  in  all  rites  of  one  religion  never  can  be  properly 
sitQadoos,  to  whcnn  educati<»  can  be  denied.  taught  in  universities,  founded  for  the  purposes 
Tour  lordship  mentions  a  proposal  which  and  on  the  principles  of  another,  which  in 
came  fimn  my  friend  the  provost,  whose  bene-  many  points  are  directly  opposite.  If  a  Ro- 
Toleoce  and  enlarged  spirit  I  am  perfectly  man  Catholic  clergyman,  intended  for  celibacy, 
cooyinced  of;  which  is,  the  proposal  of  erect-  and  the  function  of  confession,  is  not  strictly 
ing  a  few  sizerships  in  the  college,  for  the  bred  in  a  seminary  where  these  things  are 
cdocation  (I  suppose)  <^  Roman  Catholic  respected,  inculcated,  and  enforced,  as  sacred, 
dergymen.*  He  certainly  meant  it  well ;  and  not  made  the  subject  of  derision  and  oblo- 
but,  coming  firom  such  a  man  as  he  is,  it  is  a  quy,  he  will  be  ill  fitted  for  the  former,  and  tlie 
*^g  instance  of  the  danger  of  suffering  any  latter  will  be  indeed  in  his  hands  a  terrible 
deacriptioQ  of  men  to  fell  into  entire  contempt  instrument. 

There  is  a  great  resemblance  between  the 

•  T».«-^  —  *u  .  M--  cr.i*<.i«tn.»n  ».i>.n»  iMa  wholo  framo  and  constitution  of  the  Greek  and 

u  appears  that  Mr.  Hutcnmson  meant  this  -    ,.     ,       t  mi.  i       i  •     *l 

onlj  aa  one  of  the  means  for  their  relief  in  point  Latm  churches.      The  secular  clergy,  in  the 

of  education.  former,  by  being  married,  living  under  little 
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restraint,  and  having  no  particular  education  forms  a  sufficient  securi^  for  the  morals  of 
suited  to  their  function,  are  universally  fiJlm  the  established  clergy,  and  for  their  sustaining 
into  such  contempt,  that  they  are  never  per-  their  clerical  character  with  dignity.  It  ti 
mitted  to  aspire  to  the  dignities  of  their  own  not  necessary  to  observe,  that  all  these  thing* 
church.  It  is  not  held  respectful  to  call  them  are,  however,  collateral  to  their  function;  and 
papeUf  their  true  and  ancient  appellation,  but  that  except  in  preaching,  which  may  be  and  ii 
those  who  wish  to  address  them  with  civility,  supplied,  and  often  best  supplied,  out  of  print- 
always  call  them  hierojnonachi.  In  conse-  ed  books,  little  else  is  necessary  for  a  pro- 
quence  o£  this  disrespect,  which  I  venture  to  testant  minister,  than  to  be  able  to  read  tlw 
say,  in  such  a  church,  must  be  the  consequence  English  language ;  I  mean  for  the  exercise  of 
of  a  secular  life,  a  very  great  degeneracy  from  his  function,  not  to  the  qualification  of  hia 
reputable  christian  manners  has  taken  place  admission  to  it.  But  a  popish  parson  in  Ire- 
througfaout  almost  the  whole  o£  that  great  mem-  land  may  do  very  well  widiout  any  considerable 
ber  c£  the  christian  church.  classical  erudition,  or  any  proficiency  in  pure 

It  was  so  with  the  Latin  church,  before  the  or  mixed  mathematics,  or  any  knowledge  of 

restraint  on  marriage.    Even  that  restraint  civil  history.     Even  if  the   catholic  clergy 

gave  rise  to  the  greatest  disorders  before  the  should  possess  those  acquisitions,  as  at  ftnt 

council  of  Trent,  which  together  with'  the  many  o^  them  do,  they  soon  lose  them  in  the 

emulation  raised,  amd  the  good  examples  given  painful  course  of  professional  and  parodiial 

by  the  reformed  churches,  wherever  they  were  duties :  but  they  must  have  all  the  knowledge, 

in  view  of  each  other,  has  brought  on  that  happy  and  what  is  to  them  more  important  than  the 

amendment,  which  we  see  in  the  Latin  com-  knowledge,  the  discifJine  necessary  to  those 

municm,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  duties.    All  modes  of  education,  ccmducted  by 

The  council  of  Trent  has  wisely  introduced  those  whose  minds  are  cast  in  another  nxNild, 

the  discipline  of  seminaries,  by  which  .priests  as  I  may  say.  and  whose  original  ways  of 

sure  not  trusted  for  a  clerical  institution,  even  thinking  are  formed  upon  the  reverse  pattmi, 

to  the  severe  discipline  of  their  colleges ;  but  must  be  to  them  not  only  useless,  but  mischie- 

afler  they  pass  through  them,  are  frequently,  if  vous.     Just  as  I  should  suppose  the  education 

not  for  the  greater  part,  obliged  to  pass  throu^  in  a  popish  ecclesiastical  seminary  would  be 

peculiar  methods,  having  their  particulsur  ritual  ill    fitted  for  a    protestant  clergyman.     To 

function  in  view.    It  is  in  a  great  measure  to  educate  a  cathc^ic  priest  in  a  protestant  semi- 

this,  and  to  similar  methods  used  in  foreign  nary  would  be  much  worse.     The  protestant 

educaticm,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  educated  among  catholics  has  only  s<nnething 

Ireland,  miserably  provided  for,  living  aonong  to  reject :  what  he  keeps  may  be  useful.    But 

low  and  ill-regulated  people,  without  any  dis-  a  catholic  parish  priest  leams  little  for  his  pecu- 

cipline  of  sufficient  force  to  secure  good  liar  purpose  and  duty  in  a  protestant  college, 
manners,  have  been  prevented  from  becoming        All  this,  my  lord,  I  know  very  well,  will 

an  intolerable  nuisance  to  the  country,  instead  pass  for  nothing  with  those  who  wish  that  the 

of  being,  as  I  conceive  they  genenUly  are,  a  popish  clergy  should  be  illiterate,  and  in  i 

very  great  service  to  it.  situation  to  produce  contempt  and  detestation. 

The  ministers  of  protestant  churches  require  Their  minds  are  wholly  taken  up  with  parQf 

a  different  mode  of  education,  nrare  liberal  squabbles,   and    I  have  neither  leisure  noi 

and  more  fit  for  the  ordinary  intercourse  o£h£e,  inclination  to  apply  any  part  of  what  I  have 

That  religion  having  little  hold  on  the  minds  to  say,  to  those  who  never  think  of  religion,  oi 

of  people  by  external  ceremonies,  and  extras  of  the  commonwealth,  in  any  other  light,  thai 

ordinary  observances,  or  separate  habits  of  as  they  tend  to  the  prevalence  of  some  faction 

living,  the  clergy  make  up  the  deficiency  by  in  either.     I  speak  on  a  supposition,  that 

cultivating  their  minds  with  all  kinds  of  oraa-  there  is  a  disposition  to  take  the  state  in  Uu 

mental  learning,  which  the  liberal  provision  condition  in  which  it  is  founds  and  to  improve 

made  in  England  and  Ireland  for  the  parochial  it  in  that  state  to  the  best  advantage.     Hithen 

clergy,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  ample  church  to  the  plan  for  the  government  of  IrelaiKl  hai 

preferments,  with  little  or  no  duties  annexed)  been,  to  sacrifice  the  civil  prosperity  cS  ffie 

and  the  comparative  lightness  of  parochial  nation  to  its  religious  improvement.    But  if 

duties,  enables  the  greater  part  of  them  in  people  in  power  there  are  at  length  come  tc 

some  considerable  degree  to  accomplish.  entertain  other  ideas,  they  will  consider  thi 

This  learning,  which  I  believe  to  be  pretty  good  order,  decorum,  virtue,  and  morally  of 

general,  together  with  an  higher  situation,  and  every  description  of  men  among  them,  as  of 

more  chastened  by  the  opinion  of  mankind,  infinitely  greater  importance  tham  the  stn^g^ 
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(for  it  is  nothing  better)   to  change  those  is  a  great  deal  to  snppoae  that  even  the  pwem 

(le8Cii[>tioDs  by  means  which  put  to  hazard,  Castle  would  nominate  biriiopa  lor  the  Roman 

obfects,  which,  in  my  poor  opinico,  are  of  church  o£  Ireland,  with  a  religious  regard  for 

more  importance  to  religicn  and  to  the  state,  its  wel&re.     Perhaps  they  cannot,  perhaps 

tban  aU  the  polemical  matter  which  has  been  they  dare  not  do  it. 

igitated  among  men  &<xa  the  beginning  of  the  But  suppose  them  to  be  as  well  inclined  as  I 

world  to  this  hour.  know  that  I  am,  to  do  the  catholics  all  kind  of 

On  this  idea,  an  education  fitted  to  each  justice,  I  declare  I  wouU  not,  if  it  were  in  my 

»der  and  dimnon  of  men,  nteh  a$  they  are  power,  take  that  patrooage  on  mysdfl— I  know 

fomdf  will  be  thou^t  an  affair  rather  to  be  I  ou^t  not  to  do  it.    I  belong  to  another  oom- 

cacooraged  than  discountenanced :  and  until  munity ;  and  it  wouU  be  intolerahte  usurpa- 

iostiUitioos  at  home,  suitaUe  to  the  occasions  tion  for  me  to  affect  such  authority,  where  I 

ind  necessities  of  the  people,  are  established,  conferred  no  benefit,  or  even  if  I  did  confer  (as 

•nd  which  are  armed,  as  they  are  abroad,  with  in  s<Hne  degree  the  sera^o  does)  temporal 

•othority  to  coerce  the  young   men  to  be  advantages.     But,  allowing  that  the  preaent 

fcnned  in  them,  by  a  strict  and  severe  disci-  Castle  finds  itself  fit  to  administer  the  govem- 

piine,— the  means  they  have,  at  present,  of  a  ment  c£tL  church  which  they  solemnly  forswear, 

dietp  and  ^ectual  education  in  other  coun-  and  forswear  with  very  hard  words,  and  many 

triei,  riiould  not  c<mtinue  to  be  prohibited  by  evil  epithets,  and  that  as  often  as  they  qualify 

peoalties  and  modes  (^inquisition,  not  fit  to  be  themselves  for  the  power  which  is  to  give  this 

BeatioMd  to  ears  that  are  organized  to  the  very  patronage,  or  to  give  any  thing  else  that 

daste  sounds  of  equi^  and  justice.  they  desire;   yet  they  cannot  ensure  them- 

Belbre  I  had  written  thus  far,  I  heard  of  a  selves  that  a  man  like  the  late  Lord  Chester- 

•dkeme  of  giving  to  the  Castle  the  patronage  field  will  not  succeed  to  them.     This  man, 

of  the  {nresiding  members  o£  the  cathdic  cler-  while  4ie  was  duping  the  credulity  of  papists 

ff.   At  first  I  could  scarcely  credit  it :  for  I  with  fine  words  in  private,  and  ccMnmending 

bdieve  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  presentation  their  good  behaviour  during  a  rebeOion  in 

to  odier  peofde's  alms  has  been  desired  in  any  Great  Britain,  (as  it  well  deserved  to  be  com- 

couitry.      If  the  state  provides  a    suitable  mended  and  rewarded)  was  capable  of  urging 

naintenance  and  temporality  for  the  govern-  penal  laws  against  them  in  a  speech  fnxn  the 

ing  members  of  the  Iri^  Roman  Catholic  throne,  and  d[  stimulating  with  provocatives 

diordi,  and  for  the  clergy  under  them,  I  should  the  wearied  and  half^xhausted  bigotry  of  the 

think  the  prefect,  however  improper  in  other  then  pariiament  (^Ireland.     They  set  to  work, 

respects,  to  be  by  no  means  unjust.    But  to  but  they  were  at  a  loss  what  to  do ;  for  they 

dqinve  a  poor  peo|^,  who  maintain  a  second  had  dready  almost  gone  throu^  every  contri- 

let  of  dergy  out  of  the  miserable  remains  of  vance  which  coukl  tocute  the  vigour  of  their 

^t  is  left  after  taxing  and  tything — to  de-  country :  but,  after  much  struggle,  they  pro- 

^ve  them  of  the  disposition  (^  their  own  cha-  duced  a  child  of  their  old  age,  the  shocking 

rities  among  their  own  conomunion,  would,  in  and  unnatural  act  about  marriages,  which 

■7 opinion, bean inU^erable hardship.    Never  tended  to  finish  the  scheme  fw  making  the 

were  the  members  of  coe  religious  sect,  fit  to  people  not  only  two  distinct  parties  for  ever, 

ippoint  the  pastors  to  another.     Those  who  but  keeping  them  as  two  distinct  species  in  the 

jttTe  no  regard  for  their  welfare,  reputation,  or  same  land.    Mr.  Giardiner's  humanity  was 

internal  quiet,  will  not  appoint  sudi  as  are  shocked  at  it,  as  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  that 

Kopor.    The  seraglio  of  Constantinople  is  as  truly  barbarous  system,  if  one  could  well  settle 

Mpntable  as  we  are,  whether  catholics  or  pro-  the  preference,  where  almost  all  the  parts  were 

tntuits:  and  where  their  ewn  sect  is  coa-  outrages  on  the  ri^ts  of  humanly,  and  the 

cerned,  full  as  religious.    But  the  sport  which  laws  of  nature. 

^  maHko  of  the  miserable  dignities  of  the  Suppose  an  atheist,  playing  the  part  of  a 

Greek  church,  the  little  fiictions  of  the  haram,  bigot,  should  be  in  power  again  in  that  coun- 

to^ch  they  make  diem  subservient,  the  con-  try,  do  you  believe  that  he  wouki  faithfoUy  and 

tiiiQal  sale  to  which  they  expose  and  re-expose  religiously  administer  the  trust  of  appointing 

tbesamedignity,  and  by  which  they  squeeze  all  pastors  to  a  church,  which,  wanting  every 

the  inferior  orders  of  the  clergy,  is  (for  I  have  other  support,  stands  in  tenfold  need  of  minis- 

^  particular  means  of  being  acquainted  with  ters  who  will  be  dear  to  the  people  committed 

tt)  neaify  equal  to  all  the  other  oppressions  to  their  charge,  and  who  will  exercise  a  really 

pother,  exercised  by  mussulmen  over  the  paternal  authority  among  them  ?    But  if  the 

*»luippy  membeni  of  the  Oriental  church.    It  superior  power  was  always  in  a  disposition  to 
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dispeoM  ooucieiitiouiiy,  and  like  an  opri^t  sioos,  I  oould  widi  to  be  able,  periui 

trustee  and  guardian  of  these  rights  which  be  measure  them  more  exactly.    But  my 

holds  for  those  with  whom  he  is  at  variance,  tions  are  fair,  and  I  certainly  mean  to 

has  he  the  capacity  and  means  of  doing  it  ?  nobody. 

How  can  the  lord  lieutenant  form  the  least  ^  *  4^  4^  >i 

judgment  of  their  merits,  so  as  to  discem  which  4f  *  *  *  * 

of  the  popish  priests  is  fit  to  be  made  a  bishc^?         Thinking  over  this  matter  more  matu 

It  cannot  be :  the  idea  is  ridiculous.— >He  will  see  no  reason  for  altering  my  opinimi  i 

hand  them  over  to  lord  lieutenants  (^counties,  part.    The  act,  as  &r  as  it  goes,  is  got 

justices  of  the  peace,  and  other  persons,  who,  doubtedly.    It  amounts,  I  ^ink,  very 

for  the  purpose  of  vexing  and  turning  to  deri-  to  a  tolerationf  with  respect  to  religioui 

sion  this  miserable  peop4e,  will  pick  out  the  monies ;  but  it  puts  a  new  b(^t  on  civil 

worst  and  most  obnoxious  they  can  find  among  and  rivets  it  to  the  oki  one,  in  such  a  n 

the  clergy  to  set  over  the  rest.  Whoever  is  com-  that  neither,  I  fear,  will  be  easily  loo 

plained  against  by  his  brother,  will  be  consider-  What  I  could  have  wi^ed  would  be, 

ed  as  persecuted :  Whoever  is  censured  by  his  the  civil  advantages  tako  the  lead ;  the 

superior,  will  be  looked  upon  as  oppnaaed :  of  a  religious  toleration,  I  conceive  wot 

Whoever  is  cardess  in  \aa  opUuoos,  aad  loose  low  (in  a  manner)  of  course.    From  ' 

in  his  morals,  will  be  called  a  liberal  man,  and  have  observed,  it  is  pride,  arrogance, 

will  be  supposed  to  have  incurred  hatred  because  spirit  (^  domination,  and  not  a  bigotm 

he  was  not  a  bigot.    Informers,  tale-bearers,  of  religion,  that  has  caused  and  kept  u| 

perverse  and  obstinate  men,  flatterers,  who  oppressive  statutes.    I  am  sure  I  have 

turn  their  back  upcm  their  flock,  and  court  the  those  who  have  oppressed  papists  in  th( 

protestant  goademen  of  the  country,  will  be  the  rights,  exceedingly  indulgent  to  them  i 

ol^ects  of  preferment.    And  then  I  run  no  risk  religious  ceremonies,  ami  who  really 

in  foretdling,  that  whatever  order,  quiet,  and  them  to  ccmtinue  Catholics,  in  order  to 

morali^  you  have  in  the  country,  will  be  lost.  {Hvtences  for  (^{N-ession.   These  person 

A  popidi  clergy,  who  are  not  restrained  by  saw  a  man  (by  converting)  escape  out 

the  most  austere  subordination,  will  become  a  power,  but  with  grudging  and  regret, 

nuisance,  a  real  puUic  grievance  of  the  hea-  known  men,  to  whom  I  am  not  unchi 

viest  kind,  in  any  country  that  mtertains  in  saying,  (thou^  they  are  dead)  flu 

them :  and  instead  of  the  great  benefit  which  would  have  become  papists  in  order  to  < 

Ireland  does,  and  has  long  derived  fimn  them,  protestants ;   if,  being  prcHestants  it  y 

if  they  are  educated  without  any  idea  of  disci-  their  power  to  o[^ress  papists.  It  is  iir 

I^e    and   obedioKO,    and  than  put   under  and  not  a  mistaken  conscience,  that  ha 

bishops,  who  do  not  owe  their  station  to  their  the  principle  of  persecution,  at  least  ta 

good  <^iiiion,  and  whom  they  cannot  respect,  it  has  fiiUen  under  my  observati(m. 

that  nation  will  see  disorders,  of  which,  bad  as  ever,  as  I  began,  so  I  end.    I  do  nol 

things  are,  it  has  yet  no  idea.    I  do  not  say  the  map  of  the  country.    Mr.  Gardim 

this,  as  thinking  the  leading  mrai  in  Ireland  conducts  this  great  and  difficult  woi 

would  exercise  this  trust  worse  than  others,  those  who  supp<Ht  him,  are  better  jw 

Not  at  all.    No  man,  no  set  of  men  living  are  the  business  than  I  can  pretend  to  b 

fit  to  administer  the  affiurs,  or  regulate  the  in-  have  not  set  my  foot  in  Inland  these  i 

terior  economy  of  a  church  to  wfaich  they  are  years.    I  have  been  given  to  understax 

enemies.  I  am  not  considered  as  a  firiend  to  that 

As  to  government,  if  I  mi^t  recommend  a  try :  and  I  know  that  pains  have  been  t 

prudent  caution  to  them, — ^it  would  be,  to  in-  lessen  the  credit  that  I  might  have  had 
novate  as  little  as  possible,  upon  speculation,  *  *  4>  ♦ 

in  establishments,  from  which,  as  they  stand,        I  am  so  convinced  of  the  weakness  d 

they  experience  no  material  inconvenience  to  foring  in  any  business,  without  the  opii 

tiie  repose  of  the  country,— ^utsta  nonfnovere.  the  people  in  whose  business  I  inteifo 

—I  could  say  a  great  deal  in<M« ;  but  I  am  I  do  not  know  how  to  acquit  myself  of  i 

tired;  and  am  afi'aid  your  lordship  is  tired  too.  have  now  done. — I  have  the  honour 

I  have  not  sat  to  this  letter  a  single  quarter  of  with  high  regard  and  esteem, 
an  hour  without  interruptioo.    It  has  grown  My  Lord, 

long,  and  probaUy  contains  many  r^titions,  Your  lordship's  most  obedient, 

firom  my  total  want  of  leisure  to  digest  and  And  humble  servant,  Btc, 

ooiiMtidAteaqrtiioii|Mi««>^M^n7«ipre«-  EDMUND  BUBI 
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MT  DEAR  SIR, 

TouE  remembrance  of  me,  with  sentiments 
of  80  much  kindness,  has  given  me  the  most 
nocere  satisfaction.  It  perfectly  agrees  with 
die  friendly  and  hospitable  reception  which  my 
MO  aod  I  received  from  you^  some  time  since, 
when  after  an  absence  of  twenty-two  years,  I 
had  die  happiness  of  embracing  you,  among 
mj  few  surviving  friends. 

I  reaDy  imaguied  that  I  should  not  again 
interest  myself  in  any  public  business.  I  had, 
to  die  best  of  my  moderate  faculties,  paid  my 
chib  to  the  society,  which  I  was  bom  in  some 
way  or  other  to  serve ;  and  I  thought  I  had  a 
ri^  to  put  on  my  night-gown  and  slippers, 
and  widi  a  cheerful  evening  to  the  good  com- 
pany I  must  leave  behind.  But  if  our  reso- 
hitioos  of  vigour  and  exerti<m  are  so  often 
bn^ea  or  procrastinated  in  the  execution,  I 
diink  we  may  be  excused,  if  we  are  not  very 
panctnal  in  fulfilling  our  engagements  to  indo- 
lence and  inactivity.  I  have  indeed  no  power 
of  action ;  and  am  almost  a  cripple,  even  with 
regard  to  thinking:  but  you  descend  with 
fcrce  into  die  stagnant  pool;  and  you  cause 
radi  a  fermentation,  as  to  cure  at  least  one  im- 
potent creature  of  his  lameness,  though  it 
cunot  enaUe  him  either  to  run  or  to  wrestle. 

You  see  by  the  paper'*'  I  take  that  I  am 
likely  to  be  long,  with  malice  prepense.  You 
ha?e  brought  imder  my  view  a  subject,  always 
(lifficult,  at  present  critical.  It  has  filled 

my  thoo^ts,  which  I  wish  to  lay  open  to  you 
widi  the  deamess  and'  sin^lici^  which  your 
friendship  d^Doands  firom  roe.  I  thank  you  fi>r 
the  oommunicaticm  of  your  ideas.  I  should 
^  Ail  mon  pleased  if  they  had  been  more 
JoQf  own.  What  you  hint,  I  believe  to  be 
^  case ;  that  if  you  had  not  deferred  to  the 

judgment  of  others,  our  opinions  would  not 

^er  more  materially  at  this  day,  than  they 

*  The  letter  ia  written  on  folio  a heets. 


did  when  we  used  to  confer  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, so  many  years  ago.  If  I  stiD  persevere 
in  my  old  opinions,  it  is  no  small  comfort  to 
me,  that  it  is  not  with  regard  to  doctrines 
properly  yours,  that  I  discover  my  indocility. 

The  case  upon  which  your  letter  of  the  lOth 
of  December  turns,  is  hardly  before  me  with 
precision  enough,  to  enable  me  to  form  any 
very  certain  judgment  upon  it.  It  seems  to 
be  some  plan  c£  further  indulgence  proposed 
for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  You  observe,  that 
your  "  general  principles  are  not  changed,  but 
that  times  and  circumstances  are  aUeredJ^  I 
perfectly  agree  with  you,  that  times  and  cir^ 
cumstances,  considered  with  reference  to  the 
public,  ought  very  much  to  govern  our  con- 
duct ;  though  I  am  far  from  slighting,  when 
applied  with  discretion  to  those  circumstances, 
general  principles  and  maxims  of  policy.  I 
cannot  help  observing,  however,  that  you  have 
said  rather  less  upon  the  inapplicability  of  your 
own  old  principles  to  the  circumstances  that 
are  likely  to  influence  your  conduct  against 
these  principles,  than  of  the  general  maxims 
of  state,  which  I  can  very  readily  believe  not 
to  have  great  weight  with  you  personally. 

In  my  present  state  of  imperfect  information, 
you  will  pardon  the  errours  into  which  I  may 
easily  fall.  The  principles  you  lay  down  are, 
"  that  the  Roman  Catholics  should  enjoy  every 
thing  under  the  state,  but  should  not  be  <Jlui 
,  state  itself."  And  you  add,  *'  that  when  you 
exclude  them  from  being  a  part  of  the  state  j  yoo 
rather  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  than  to 
any  abstract  doctrine  ;"  but  you  consider  the 
constitution  as  already  established — ^that  our 
state  is  protestant.  **  It  was  declared  so  at 
the  revolution.  It  was  so  provided  in  the  acts 
for  settling  the  succession  of  the  crown  ; — the 
king^s  coronation  oath  was  enjoined,  in  order 
to  keep  it  so.  The  king,  as  first  magistrate  of 
the  state,  is  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  abjura- 
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tion,*  and  to  subscribe  the  declaration ;  and,  into  two  distinct  bodies,  without  conmion  in* 

by  laws  subsequent,  every  other  magistrate  terest,  sympathy,  or  connezioo.    One  (^thess 

and  member  <j£  the  state,  legislative  and  exe-  bodies  was  to  possess  ctU  the  CnxuduseSf  aU  tfas 

cutive,  are  bound  under  the  same  obligation."  property,  aU  the  education :  the  other  was  to 

As   to  the  plan   to  which  these  maxims  be  composed  of  drawers  of  water  and  cutters 

are  applied,  I  cannot  speak,  as  I  told  you,  <^  turf  for  them.    Are  we  to  be  astonished, 

positively  about  it.     Besides,  neither  from  when,  by  the  efforts  of  so  much  vidence  in 

your  letter,  nor  from  any  information  I  have  conquest,  auid  so  much  policy  in  regulatioD, 

been  able  to  collect,  do  I  find  any  thing  set-  continued  without  intenniasion  for  near  an 

tied,  either  on  the  part  (^  the  Roman  Catho-  hundred  years,  we  had  reduced  them  to  a  mob ; 

lies  themselves,  or  on  that  of  any  persons  who  that  whenever  they  came  to  act  at  all,  many  of 

may  wish  to  conduct  their  affairs  in  parlia-  them  would  act  exactly  like  a  mob,  without  tei»> 

ment.    But  if  I  have  leave  to  cc«ijecture,  some-  per,  measure  or  foresight  ?    Surdy  it  might 

thing  is  in  agitation  towards  admitting  them,  be  just  now  a  matter  o€  teiapenie  discussion, 

under  certain  qucU\fication8f  to  have  some  share  whether  you  ought  not  to  apply  a  remedy  to 

in  the  election  of  members  of  parliament.    This  the  real  cause  of  the  evil.    If  the  dis(Mnder  yoa 

I  understand  is  the  scheme  of  those  who  are  speak  olt  be  real  and  ccmsiderable,  you  ou^ 

entided  to  come  within  your  description  of  to  raise  an  aristocratic  interest ;  that  is,  an 

persons  of  consideration,  property,  and  charac-  interest  (^property  and  educaticm  among  them: 

ter ;  and  firmly  attached  to  the  king  and  c(xi-  and  to  strengthen  by  every  prudent  means,  the 

stitution,  as  by  '*law  established,  with    a  authority  and  influence  of  men  (^  that  descrip> 

grateful  sense  of  your  former  concessions,  and  tion.    It  will  deserve  your  best  thoughts,  to 

a  patient  reliance  on  the  benignity  of  parlia-  examine  whether  this  can  be  dcxie  without 

ment,  for  the  further  mitigation  of  the  laws  that  giving  such  persons  the  means  of  demonstrate 

still  affect  them.""— As  to  the  low,  thoughtless,  ing  to  the  rest,  that  something  more  is  to  be 

wikl  and  profligate,  who  have  joined  them-  got  by  their  temperate  conduct,  than  can  be 

selves  with  those  of  other  professions,  but  of  expected  from  the  wild  and  senseless  projects, 

the  same  character ;  you  are  not  to  imagine,  of  those,  who  do  not  belong  to  their  body,  who 

that,  for  a  moment,  I  can  suppose  them  to  be  have  no  interest  in  their  well  being,  and  only 

met,  with  any  thing  else  than  the  manly  and  wish  to  make  them  the  dupes  of  their  turbulent 

enlightened  energy  of  a  firm  government,  sup-  ambition. 

ported  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  virtuous  If  the  absurd  persons  you  mention  find  no 
men,  if  ever  their  proceedings  should  beoome  way  of  providing  for  liberty,  but  by  overturn- 
so  considerable  as  to  demand  its  notice.  I  ing  this  happy  constitution,  and  introducing  a 
really  think  that  such  associations  should  be  frantic  democracy,  let  us  take  care  how  we 
Crushed  in  their  very  commencement.  prevent  better  people,  from  any  rati(Hial  ex* 

Setting,  therefore,  this  case  out  of  the  ques-  pectations  of  partaking  in  the  benefits  of  that 

tion,  it  becomes  an  object  of  very  serious  con-  constitution  as  it  stands.    The  maxims  you 

sideration,  whether,  because  wicked  men  of  establish  cut  the  matter  short.     They  have  no 

various  descriptions  are  engaged  in  seditious  sort  of  connexion  with  the  good  or  the  ill  be- 

courses,  the  rational,  sober,  and  valuable  part  haviour  of  the  persons  who  seek  relief,  or  with 

of  one  description  should  not  be  indulged  in  the  proper  or  improper  means  by  which  they 

their  sober  and  raticmal  expectations  ?    You,  seek  it.   They  form  a  perpetual  bar  to  all  pleai 

who  have  looked  deeply  into  the  spirit  of  the  and  to  all  expectations, 

popery  laws,  must  be  perfectly  sensible,  that  a  You  begin  by  asserting,  that  "  the  Catho* 

great  part  of  the  present  mischief,  which  we  lies  ought  to  enjoy  all  things  under  the  state, 

aUior  in  common  (if  it  at  all  exists)  has  arisen  but  that  they  ought  not  to  be  the  state.^    A 

from  them.     Their  declared  object  was  to  re-  position  which,  I  believe,  in  the  latter  part  of 

dude  the  Ci^tholics  of  Ireland  to  a  miserable  it,  and  in  the  latitude  there  expressed,  no  man 

populace,  without  property,  without  estima-  of  common  sense  has  ever  thought  proper  to 

tion,  without  educ9.tipn,     The  professed  object  dispute :  because  the  contrary  implies,  that 

was  to  deprive  the  few  men  who,  in  spite  of  the  state  ought  to  be  in  them  exclusively.  But 

those  laws,  might  hold  or  obtain  juiy  property  before  you  have  finished  the  line,  you  express 

among  theip,  of  all  sort  of  ijiflueijce  or  ^utho-  yourself  as  if  the  other  member  of  your  propo- 

rity  over  the  rest.    They  divided  the  nation  sition,  namely,  that  **  they  ought  not  to  be  a 

part  of  the  state  ,**  were  necessarily  included 

♦  A  small  errour  of  fact  as  to  the  abjuration  >°  ^®  first— Whereas  I  conceive  it  to  be  u 

oath ;  but  of  no  importance  in  the  argument.  different,  as  a  part  is  fix>m  the  whole ;  that  ls« 
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jost  as  different  as  possible.    I  know  indeed,  in  due  bounds,  that  their  cabals  and  Actions 
tiial  it  is  common  with  those  who  talk  very  are  guarded  against  with  a  severe  vigilance, 
differently  from  you,  that  is  with  heat  and  and  that  the  people  (who  have  no  share  in 
uiiDusi^,  to  confound  those  things,  and  to  granting  their  own  mcmey)  are  subjected  to 
tfgue  the  admission  of  the  Catholics  into  any,  but  li^t  impositions,  and  are  otherwise  treated 
bowever  minute  and  subordinate,  parts  olt  the  with  attention,  and  with  indulgence  to  their 
Mate,  as  a  surrender  into  their  hands  o£  the  humours  and  prejudices. 
▼hob  government  of  the  kingdom.    To  them  The  republic  of  Venice  is  oae  of  those 
I  have  nothing  at  all  to  say.  which  strictly  c(xifines  all  the  great  functions 
Wishing  to  proceed  with    a  deliberative  and  offices,  such  as  are  truly  state-functions 
ipirit  and  temper  in  so  very  serious  a  question,  and  «<(Ue-offices,  to  those  who,  by  hereditary 
I  thaU  attempt  to  analyze,  as  well  as  I  can,  right  or  admission,  are  noble  Venetians.   But 
ti>e  principles  you  lay  down,  in  order  to  fit  there  are  many  offices,  and  some  of  them  not 
tkeraibr  the  grasp  of  an  understanding  so  little  mean  nor  unprofitable,  (that  (^chancellor  is 
comprehensive   as  mine—'  State  ^ — '  Protes-  one)  which  are  reserved  fi>r  the  CiUadini, 
tut' — ^<  Revolution.'      These    are    terms.  Of  these  all  citizens  of  Venice  are  capable, 
which,  if  not  wdl  explained,  may  lead  us  into  The  inhabitants  oithe  Terra  Firman  who  are 
nuiy  errours.    In  the  word  Stattf  I  omceive  mere  subjects  (^conijuest,  that  is,  as  you  ex- 
there  is  mudi  ambigui^.    The  state  is  some-  press  it,  under  the  state,  but ''  not  a  part  of  it,'' 
tinMs  used  to  signify  the  whole  commonwealth^  are  not,  however,  subjects  in  so  very  rigorous 
comprehending  all  its  orders,  with  the  several  a  sense  as  not  to  be  capable  of  numberless 
privileges  bel<»iging  to  each.    Sometimes  it  subordinate  emfdoyments.    It  is  indeed  one  of 
ligsifies  only  tfi^  higher  and  ruling  part  of  the  advantages  attending  the  narrow  bottom 
the  commonwealth ;  which  we  conomonly  call  of  their  aristocracy  (narrow  as  compared  with 
^  Chnjemmeni.    In  the  first  sense,  to  be  their  acquired    domini(»is,  otherwise    broad 
Older  the  state,  but  not  the  state  itself,  nor  enough)  that  an  exclusi<m  frran  such  employ- 
«9  part  of  itf  that  is  to  be  nothing   at  ments  cannot  possibly  be  made  among  their 
aQ  in  the  commonwealth,  is  a  situation  per-  subjects.    There  are,  besides,  advantages  in 
My  intdligible :  but  to  those  who  fill  that  states  so  constituted,  by  which  those  who  are 
lituatian,  not  yery  {feasant,  when  it  is  under-  considered  as  (^an  inferior  race,  are  indemni- 
stood.    It  is  a  state  of  civil  eervitude  by  the  fied  for  their  exdusion  from  the  government 
very  ferce  of  the  definition.    Servorum  non  and  from  noUer  employments.    In  all  these 
ttt  retpubUeay  is  a  very  old  and  a  very  true  countries,  either  by  express  law,  or  by  usage 
maxim.     This  servitude,  which  makes  men  more  operative,  the  noble  casts  are  almost 
niijeiA  to  a  state  without  being  dtizenSf  may  universally,  in  their  turn,  excluded  firom  com- 
he  more  or  less  tolerable  from  many  circum-  merce,  manu&cture,  fiirming  of  land,  and  in 
nances:  but  these  circumstances,  more  or  general  firom  all  lucrative  civil  professicms. 
less  &voorable,  do  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  The  nobles  have  the  monopoly  of  honour. 
thing.    The  miUness  by  which  absolute  mas-  The  plebeians  a  monopoly  of  all  the  means  of 
ters  exercise  their   dominion,   leaves   them  acquiring  wealth.  Thus  some  sort  of  a  balance 
masters  stiH.    We  may  talk  a  little  presendy  is  formed  among  conditions ;  a  sort  of  compen- 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  majority  (^  the  satioa  is  furnished  to  those,  who,  in  a  limited 
people  of  Ireland  (the  Catholics)  are  afiected  eenaef  are  exchided  from  the  government  of 
hj  this  situation ;  which  at  present  undoubt-  the  state. 

edly  is  theirs,  and  which  you  are  of  opinion  Between  the  extreme  of  a  total  exdunon^  to 

oQ^t  so  to  continue  for  ever.  which  your  maxim  goes,  and  an  univerealun^ 

In  the  other  sense  of  the  word  Staie^  by  modified  capacity ^  to  which  the  fanatics  pre- 

vhidi  is  nnderstood  the  Supreme  Government  tend,  there  are  many  different  degrees  and 

only,  I  must  observe  this  upon  the  question :  stages,  and  a  great  variety  of  temperaments, 

^  to  exdude  whole  classes  of  men  entirely  upon  which  prudence  may  give  full  scope  to  its 

from  dits  jMirl  of  government,  cannot  be  con-  exertions.    For  you  know  that  the  decisions 

sidered  as  lAtohUe  slavery.    It  cmly  implies  a  of  prudence  (contrary  to  the  system  of  the  in- 

Wer  and  degraded  state  of  citizenship ;  such  sane  reasoners)  differ  firom  those  of  judicature : 

ia  (widi  more  or  less  strictness)  the  ccmdition  and  that  almost  all  the  ^rmer  are  determined 

of  aB  ooontries,  in  which  an  hereditary  nobility  on  the  more  or  less,  the  earlier  or  the  later,  and 

poaiesB  the  ezdusiye  rule.    This  may  be  no  on  a  balance  of  advantage  and  inconvenience, 

had  mode  of  government ;  provided  diat  the  of  good  and  evil. 

periQoal  anthority  of  individual  nobles  be  kept  bi  all  considerations  which  turn  upon  the 
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question  o£  vesting  or  c<«tinuiiig  the   state  chise  and  an  qfice,  and  between  the  capacit 

solely  and  exclusively  in  some  one  description  fi>r  the  one  and  for  the  other.      Fraodusa 

of  citizens ;  prudent  legislators  will  consider,  were  supposed  to  beknig  to  the  ntbjeetf  as  ( 

how  &r  the  general  form  and  principles  of  their  subject,  axid  not  as  a  member  of  the  govenan^ 

commonwealth  render  it  Jit  to  be  cast  into  an  part  of  the  state.    The  policy  of  govemmenl 

oligarchical  shape,  or  to  remain  always  in  it.  has  considered  them  as  things  very  different: 

We  know  that  the  government  d*  Ireland  (the  for  whilst  parliament  exdudc^d  by  the  test  acH 

same  as  the  British)  is  not  in  its  constitution  (and  for  a  while  these  test  acts  were  not  a 

wholly  aristocratical ;  and,  as  it  is  not  such  in  dead  letter,  as  now  they  are  in  England)  pro- 

its  form,  so  neither  is  it  in  its  spirit.     If  it  testant  dissenters  firom  all  civil  and  militaiy 

had  been  inveterately  aristocratical,  exclusions  employment,  they  never  touched  their  riglUif 

might  be  more  patiently  submitted  to.     The  voting  for  members  of  parliament,  or  sitting 

lot  of  plebeian  would  be  the  lot  of  all ;  and  an  in  either  house ;  a  point  I  state,  not  as  appio- 

habitual  reverence  and  admiration  of  certain  ving  or  omdemning,  with  regard  to  them,  d» 

families,  might  make  the  people  content  to  see  measure  of  exdusion  from  employments,  bat 

government  wholly  in  the  hands  to  whom  it  to  prove  that  the  distincticn  has  been  admitted 

seemed  naturally  to  belong.    But  our  consti-  in  legislature,  as,  in  truth,  it  is  foonded  in 

tution  has  a  plebeian  member,  which  forms  an  reason. 

essential  integrant  part  erf*  it.    A  plebeian  I  will  not  here  examine  whether  the  prn* 

c^igarchy  is  a  monster :  and  no  people,  not  ciples  of  the  British  [the  Irish]  ctxistitiitiaii, 

absolutely  domestic  or  predial  slaves,  will  long  be  wise  or  not.    I  must  assume  that  they  are; 

endure  it.     The  protestants  of  Ireland  are  not  and  that  those  who  partake  the  firanditees 

(done  sufficiently  the  people  to  form  a  demo-  which  make  it,  partake  o£  a  benefit.    They 

cracy ;  and  they  are  too  numerous  to  answer  who  are  exclud^  from  votes  (under  proper 

the  ends  and  purposes  of  an  aristocracy.    Ad-  qualifications  inherent  in  the  constitution  that 

miration,  that  first  source  of  obedience,  can  be  gives  them)  are  excluded,  not  from  the  state, 

only  the  claim  or  the  imposture  of  a  few.    I  but  from  the  British  constitution.    They  cas- 

hold  it  to  be  absolutely  impossible  for  two  not  by  any  possibility,  whilst  they  hear  its 

milli(xis  of  plebeians,  composing  certainly,  a  praises  continually  rung  in  their  ears,  and  are 

very  dear  and  decided  majority  in  that  cla^,  present  at  the  dedaration  whidi  is  so  gene- 

to  become  so  far  in  love  wiUi  six  or  seven  rally  and  so  bravely  made  by  those  who  pos- 

hundred  thousand  of  their  fellow  citizens  (to  sess  the  privilege— that  the  best  blood  in  thev 

all  outward  appearance  plebeians  like  them-  veins  ought  to  be  shed,  to  preserve  their  share 

selves,  and  many  of  them  tradesmen,  servants,  in  it ;  they,  the  disfranchised  part,  cannot,  I 

and  odierwise  inferior  to  some  c^  them)  as  to  say,  think  themselves  in  a  happy  state,  to  be 

see  with  satisfaction,  or  even  with  patience,  utterly  excluded  from  all  its  direct  and  aQ  its 

an  exdusive  power  vested  in  them,  by  which  consequential  advantages.     The  popular  part 

constitutionally  they  become  the  absdute  mas-  of  the  constitution  must  be  to  them  by  &r  the 

ters ;  and  by  the  manners  derived  from  their  cir-  most  odious  part  of  it.     To  them  it  is  not  m 

cum3tances,mustbe  capable  of  exercising  upon  actual,  and,  if  possible,  still  less  a  virtual  re* 

them,  daily  and  hourly,  an  insulting  and  vexa-  presentation.   It  is  indeed  the  direct  contraiy. 

tious  superiority.     Neither  are  the  majority  of  It  is  power  unlimited,  placed  in  the  handl 

the   Irish   indemnified    (as  in   some    aristo-  of  an  adverse  description,  6ecause  it  is  an  ad- 

cracies)  for  this  state  of  humiliating  vassalage  verse  description.     And  if  they  who  cooqMse 

(often  inverting  the  nature  of  things  and  rela-  the  privileged  body  have  not  an  interest,  they 

tions)  by  having  the  lower  walks  of  industry  must  but  too  frequently  have  motives  of  pride, 

wholly  abandoned  to  them.    They  are  rivalled  passion,  petulance,  peevish  jealousy,  or  tyran- 

to  say  the  least  of  the  matter,  in  every  la-  nic  suspicion,  to  urge  them  to  treat  the  exdudad 

borious  and  lucrative  course  of  life :   while  people  with  contempt  and  rigour, 

every  franchise,  every  honour,  every  trust.  This  is  not  a  mere  theory ;  though  whilsl 

every  place  down  to  the  very  lowest  and  least  men  are  men,  it  is  a  theory  that  cannot  be 

C(Hifidential  (besides  whole  professions)  is  re-  false.    I  do  not  desire  to  revive  all  the  parti* 

served  for  the  master  cast.  culars  in  my  memory ;  I  wish  them  to  de^ 

Our  constitution   is  not  made    for  great,  for  ever ;  but  it  is  impossible  I  should  whdl} 

general  or  prescriptive  exclusions;  sooner  or  forget  what  happened  in  some  parts  of  Irdaad, 

later  it  will  destroy  them,  or  they  will  destroy  with  very  few  and  short  intermissions,  firooc 

the  constitution.     In  our  constitution  there  the  year  1761  to  the  year  1766,  both  indusive. 

has  always  been  a  difference  between  a  fran^  In  a  countiy  of  miserabie  poUce,  paaaing  fimot 
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^  eztremes  of  laxity  to  the  extremes  of  ri-  to  descriptioiui,  and  wholly  to  alter  the  charao 

|oiir,  among  a  neglected,  and  therefore  disor-  ter  and  quality  of  the  offences  themselves. 

dered  populace— if  any  disturbance  or  sedition,  This  universal  exdusion  seems  to  me  a 

fioa  any  grievance  real  or  imaginary,  happened  serious  evil— -because  many  cdlateral  opprea- 

to  arise,  it  was  presently  perverted  fix>m  its  sions,  besides  what  I  have  just  now  stated, 

tTOB  nature,  often  criminal  enough  in  itself  to  have  arisen  from  it.    In  things  of  this  nature, 

draw  upon  it  a  severe  appropriate  punishment ;  it  would  not  be  either  easy  or  proper  to  quote 

it  was  metamorphosed  into  a  conspiracy  against  diapter  and  verse ;  but  I  have  great  reason  to 

fteatate,  and  prosecuted  as  such.    Among  the  believe,  .particularly  since  the  octennial  act, 

Catholics,  as  being  by  fiu*  the  most  numerous  that  several  have  refused  at  all  to  let  their  lands 

ud  die  most  wretched,  all  sorts  of  offender^  to  Roman  Catholics ;  because  it  would  so  fiir 

agunst  the  laws  must  commonly  be  found,  disable  them  from  promoting  such  interests  in 

tile  punishntent  of  low  people  lor  the  offences  counties  as  they  were  inclined  to  &vour.  They 

anal  among  low  people,  would  warrant  no  in-  who  consider  also  the  state  of  all  sorts  o£  trades- 

facnce  against  any  descripti(Mis  of  religion  or  men,  shopkeepers,  and  particularly  publicans 

cf  politics.     Men  of  consideration  fr«mi  their  in  towns,  must  soon  discern  the  disadvantages 

age,  their  profession,  or  their  character ;  men  under  which  those  labour  who  have  no  votes. 

(Hpn^ietary  landed  estates,  substantial  rent-  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  whilst  the  spirit  of 

>n,  ofNilait  mOTchants,  physicians,  and  titular  elections,  aikl  the  tendencies  of  human  nature 

Uihops,  could  not  easily  be  suspected  of  a  riot  c<Hitinue  as  they  are.    If  property  be  artifi- 

intqien  day,  or  of  nocturnal  assemblies  for  the  cially  separated  from  franchise,  the  franchise 

jupose  (^  pulling  down    hedges,     making  must  in  some  way  or  other,  and  in  some  pro* 

iKaches  in  park  walls,  firiog  be^s,  maiming  portion,  naturally  attract  proper^  to  it.    Many 

nttle,  and  outrages  of  a  similar  nature,  which  are  the  collateral  disadvantages,  anKmg  a  pri- 

diaracterize  the  disorders  c^an  oppressed  or  a  vUeged  people,  which  must  attend  on  those 

ficwtious  populace.    But  when  the  evidence  who  have  no  privileges. 

pvm  on  die  trial  fi>r  such  misdemeanours,  Among  the  rich  each  individual,  with  or 

^lalified  them  as  overt  acts  ofhigh  treason,  and  without  a  franchise,  is  of  importance;  the 

vben  witnesses  were  found  (such  witnesses  poor  and  the  middling  are  no  otherwise  so, 

aitfaey  were)  to  depose  to  the  taking  of  oaths  than  as  they  obtain  some  collective  capacity, 

of  aSegiance  by  the  rioters  to  the  king  of  and  can  be  aggregated  to  some  corps.    If  legal 

Piance;  to  their  being  paid  by  his  money,  and  ways  ar6  not  found,  illegal  will  be  resorted  to ; 

unbodied  and  exercised  under  his  officers,  to  &nd  seditious  clubs  and  confederacies,  such  as 

overtuni  the  state  for  the  purposes  of  that  po-  no  man  living  holds  in  greater  horrour  than  I 

todate ;  in  that  case,  the  rioters  might  (if  the  do,  will  grow  and  flourish,  in  spite,  I  am  afraid, 

witness  was  believed)  be  supposed  only  the  of  any  thing  which  can  be  done  to  prevent  the 

troops,  and  persons  more  reputable,  the  leaders  0vil.    Lawful  enjoyment  is  the  surest  method 

ud  commanders  in  such  a  rebellion.    All  to  prevent  unlawful  gratifications.     Where 

dasses  in  the  obnoxious  description,  who  could  there  is  property,  there  will  be  less  thefl; 

Bot  be  suspected  in  the  lower  crime  of  riot,  where  there  is  marriage,  there  will  always  be 

night  be  involved  in  the  odium,  in  the  suspi-  less  fornication. 

cioD,  and  sometimes  in  the  punishment  of  a  I  have  said  enough  of  the  question  of  state, 

lii^ier  and  &r  more  criminal  species  of  offence,  at  it  qffecta  the  peoplcj  merely  as  such.    But 

111686  proceedings  did  not  arise  from  any  one  it  is  complicated  with  a  political  question  re- 

rf 4e  popery  laws  since  repealed,  but  fix)m  this  lative  to  religion,  to  which  it  is  very  necessary 

circinnstance,  that  when  it  answered  the  pur-  I  should  say  something ;   because  the  term 

poieg  of  an  electi(xi  party,  or  a  malevolent  per-  Protestant  ^  which  you  apply,  is  too  general  for 

*oo  of  influence  to  forge  such  plots,  the  people  the  ccmclusions  which  one  of  your  accurate 

lad  no  protection.     The  people  of  that  descnp-  understanding  would  wish  to  draw  from  it ;  and 

wn  have  no  hold  on  the  gentlemen  who  aspire  because  a  great  deal  of  argument  will  depend 

tobe  popular  representatives.     The  candidates  on  the  use  that  is  made  of  that  term, 

neither  kyve,  nor  respect,  nor  fear  them,  indi-  It  is  not  a  fundamental  part  (^  the  settlement 

▼idoally  or  cdlectively.     I  do  not  think  this  at  the  revolution,  that  the  state  should  be  pro- 

*vil  (an  evil  among  a  thousand  others)  at  this  testant  without  any  qual\ficaiion  of  the  term. 

diy  entirdy  over ;  for  I  conceive  I  have  lately  With  a  qualification  it  is  unquestionably  true ; 

*fea  some  indication  of  a  disposition  perfectly  not  in  all  its  latitude.    With  the  qualificaticm, 

■vilar  to  the  oki  one ;  that  is,  a  disposition  it  was  true  before  the  revolution.    Our  pre^ 

^cvry  the  imputation  of  crimes  from  persons  decessors  in  legislation  were  not  so  irrational 
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'(not  to  say  impious)  as  to  form  an  operooe         The  churdi  of  Sootknd  knows  as  litde  of 

ecdesiastical  establishment,  and  even  to  ren-  protestantism    und^ned,    as    the  cfanrdi  of 

der  the  state  itself  in  some  degree  stibservient  England  and  Ireland  do.     She  has  by  (be  arth 

to  it,  when  their  religion  (if  such  it  might  be  cles  of  union  secured  to  hersdf  the  perp^ml 

called)  was  nothing  but  a  mere  negation  of  some  establishment  of  the  Confession  of  Fidthf  and 

other— >withoiK  any   positive  idea  either  of  the  Presbyterian  church  government.  In  £o{- 

doctrine,  discipline,  worship,  or  ukh^s,  in  the  land,  even  during  the  troubled  interregnmn,  it 

scheme  which  they  professed  themselves,  and  was  thou^t  fit  to  establish  a  negative  i^igiotf  i 

which  they  imposed  upon  others,  even  under  but  the  parliament  setded  the PrerinfteriaHjU 

penalties  iai  incapacities — No !   No !     This  the  church  disdpUne ;  the  Directory j  as  dw 

never  could  have  been  done  even  by  reason-  rule  of  public  toorskip ;  and  the  JVestmniter 

able  atheists.     They  who  think  religion  c^  no  catechism,  as  the  institute  of  faith.    This  iff 

importance  to  the  state  have  abandoned  it  to  to  shew,  that  at  no  time  was  the  protestant 

the  conscience,  or  caprice,  of  the  individual ;  religion  und^ned,  established  here,  or  aiif 

they  make  no  provision  ibr  it  whatsoever,  but  where  else,  as  I  believe.    I  am  sure  thatwbai 

leave  every  club  to  make,  or  not,  a  voluntary  the  three  religions  were  established  in  Ger> 

contribution  towards  its  support,  according  to  many,  they  were  expressly  characterized  vxi 

their  fancies.       This  would  be    consistent,  declared  to  be  the  Evangelic,  the  Reformed, 

The  other  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  and  the  CathoUc ;  each  of  which  has  its  ooB- 

monster  of  contradiction  auid  absurdity.     It  fession  of  &ith,  and  its  settled  discipUne;  W 

was  for  that  reason,  that  some  years  ago  I  that  you  always  may  know  the  best  and  tbs 

strenuously  opposed  the  clergy  who  petitioned,  vforat  of  them,  to  enable  you  to  make  the  mort 

to  the  number  of  about  three  hundred,  to  be  of  what  is  good,  and  to  correct  or  to  qoalifyi 

freed  from  the  subscription  o£  the  thirty-nine  or  to  guard  against  whatever  may  seem  ero 

articles,  without  proposing  to  substitute  any  or  dangerous.    As  to  the  conniaticxi  oath,  to 

other  in  their  place.     There  never  has  been  which  you  allude,  as  opposite  to  admittiiig  ft 

a  religion  of  the  state  (the  few  years  of  the  par-  Roman  Catholic  to  the  use  of  any  fiundiise 

liament  only  excepted)  but  that  oftJie  Episco^  whatsoever,   I  cannot  think  that    the  king 

palChurch  of  England;  the  Episcopal  Church  would  be  perjured  if  he  gave  his  assent  to  ai^ 

of  England,  before  the  reformation,  connected  regulation  which  pariiament  might  think  fit  to 

with  the  see  of  Rome,  since  then,  disconnected  nuJce,  with  regaid  to  that  afiTair.     The  king 

and  protesting  against  some  of  her  doctrines,  is  bound  by  law,  as  clearly  specified  in  sevenl 

and  against  the  whole  of  her  authority,  as  acts  of  parliament,  to  be  in  communion  with 

binding  in  our  national  church :  nor  did  the  the  church  of  England.    It  is  a  part  of  the 

fundamental  laws  of  this  kingdom  (in  Ireland  tenure  by  which  he  holds  his  crown ;   and 

it  has  been  the  same)  ever  know,  at  any  though  no  provision  was  made  till  the  revolo- 

period,  any  other  church  as  an  object  of  estab^  tion,  which  could  be  called  positive  and  valid 

lishment ;  or  in  that  light,  any  other  protestant  in  law,  to  ascertain  this  gredt  principle ;  I 

religion.    Nay,  our  protestant  toleration  itself  have  always  considered  it  as  in  fact  funda- 

at  the  revolution,  and  until  within  a  few  years,  mental,  that  the  king  of  England  should  be  of 

required  a  signature  of  thirty-six,  and  a  part  the  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  national 

of  the  thirty-seventh,  out  of  the  thirty-nine  legal  church  for  the  time  being.    I  conceive  it 

articles.    So  little  idea  had  they  at  the  revo*  was  so  before  the  reformation.    Since  the  re- 

lution  cf  establishing  protestantism  indefinitely,  formation  it  became  doubly  necessary ;  because 

that  they  did  not  indefinitely  tolercUe  it  under  the  king  is  the  head  of  that  church ;  in  some 

that  name.    I  do  not  mean  to  praise  that  sort  an  ecclesiastical  person ;  and  it  would  be 

strictness,  where  nothing  more  than  merely  incongruous  and  absurd,  to  have  the  head  ot 

religious  t(^eration  is  concerned.     Toleration  the  church  of  one  &ith  and  th#  members  of 

being  a  part  of  moral  and  political  prudence,  another.     The  king  may  inherit  the  crown  as 

ought  to  be  tender  and  large.    A  tolerant  go-  a  protestant,  but  he  cannot  hold  it  according  to 

vemment  ought  not  to  be  too  scrupulous  in  its  law,  without  being  a  protestant  of  the  church  tf 

investigati(ms ;  but  may  bear  without  blame,  England. 

not  only  very  ill-grounded  doctrines,  but  even  *    Before  we  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  king 

many  things  that  are  positively  vices,  where  is  bound  by  his  coronation  oath,  not  to  admit  any 

they  are  adulta  et  pr<m>alida.    The  good  of  of  his  Catholic  subjects  to  the  rights  and  liber- 

the  commonwealth  is  the  rule  which  rides  over  ties,  which  ought  to  belong  to  them  as  Eng- 

tho  rest;  and  to  this  every  other  must  c(»ii-  lishmen,  (not  as  religionists,)  or  to  settle  the 

pUtejiy  flobmit.  conditions  or  proportions  of  sudi  admission  by 
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ita  act  of  puliaiiwiiit,  I  wirii  you  to  place  be-  It  meant  to  guard  die  diiirdi  inq)licidy  againat 

fim  jour  ejea  tint  oath  itselfi  as  it  is  titled  any  other  ^Ibde  of  protAtant  religion  which 

io  the  act  of  WiHiam  add  Maty.  niight  creep  in  by  means  of  the  uAion.     It 

"  Wifl  yoa  to  the  ntmost  ci  yottf  power  proves  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  legidaturA 

'              J    1.       '        _/•  *'**^  °^'  mean  to  guard  the  chuTch  on  one  part 

■aintai»-*The  Uwa  of  God,  the  true  profes-  ^^^  ^^  ^  leave  it  defenceless  and  exposed 

skm  of  the  gospel-and  the  protcstant  reformed  ?P«»  f^^^  other.     This  church,  in  that  act, 

religioa  a»Uu  established  bylaw.    And  wifl  «  ^^^  to  be  "  fundamental  and  es^ntiaT 

5  for  ever,  m  the  constituticm  of  the  umted  kmg- 

you  pres^^e  uMo  bishops  and  clergy,  and  the  dom,  so  far  as  England  is  concerned ;  and  1 

diuTches  committed  to  tfuir  charge,  all  sudi  suppose  as  the  law  stands,  even  since  the  in- 

ri^ts  and  privileges  as  by  law  do,  or  shall  ajH  dependence,  it  is  so  in  Ireland. 

pertain  to  them,  or  any  of  them.— ^AU  this  I  All  this  shews,  that  the  religion  ^hich  the 

pronnse  to  do."  king  is  bound  to  maintain,  has  a  positive  part 

Here  are  the  coronaticm  engagements  of  the  in  it  as  well  as  a  negative  ;  and  that  the  posi" 

ting.    In  them  I  do  not  find  one  word  to  pre-  tive  part  of  it  (in  which  we  are  in  perfect 

fkoAd  his  majes^  fhnn  consenting  to  any  ar-  agreement  with  the  Catholics  and  with  the 

nngemmt  which  parliament  may  make  with  church  of  Scotland,)  is  infinitely  the  moat 

(epod  to  the  civil  privileges  of  any  part  of  his  valuable  and  essential.    Such  An  agreement 

idtjectB.  we  had  with  protestant  dissenters  in  England, 

It  may  not  be  amia^,  on  account  of  the  light  of  those  descripticms  who  came  under  the  tole- 

iHuch  it  win  throw  on  this  discussi(xi,  to  look  ration  act  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary ; 

t  Ktde  more  narrowly  into  the  matter  of  that  an  act  coeval  widi  the  revolution  ;  and  which 

wdi— in  order  to  discover  how  fifr  it  has  hith-  ought,  on  the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  who 

Mo  operated,  or  how  far  in  future  it  oug)it  to  oppose  the  relief  to  the  Catholici^,  to  hate  beefl 

opente,  as  a  bar  to  any  proceedings  of  the  held  sacred  and  unalterable.      Whether  we 

cnmnuid  parliament  in  favour  of  those,  against  agree  with  the  present  protestant  dissenters  in 

whom  it  may  be  suf^xN^d  that  the  king  was  the  points  at  the  revolution  held^ssential  and 

ogiged  to  support  the  protestant  church  of  fundamental  am(Hig  Christians,  or  in  any  other 

Snghnd,  in  the  two  kingdonus,  in  which  it  is  fundamental,  at  present  it  is  impossible  for  us 

ntidilidied  by  law.    First,  the  king  swears  he  to  know ;  because,  at  their  own  very  earnest 

£     win  maintain  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  **  the  desire,  we  have  repealed  the  toleration  act  of 

Inrs  of  God."    I  suppose  it  means  the  natural  William  and  Mary,  and  discharged  them  from 

aorallaws. — Secondly,  he  swe.an  to  maintain  the  signature  required  by  that  act;  and  be- 

"  the  true  profession  of  the  gospel."    By  which  cause,  for  the  far  greater  part,  they  publicly 

I  iuppose    is    understood   aJbrinaHvdy  the  declare  against  all  manner  of  confessions  of 

Christian  religion. — Thirdly,  that  he  wiQ  main-  &i(h,  even  the  consensus. 

I      tain  "  the  protestant  reformed  religicm."    This  For  reasons  forcible  enough  at  all  times,  but 

I      leives  me  no  power  of  supposition  or  conjee-  at  this  time  particularly  forcible  with  me,  I 

tore ;  for  tiiat  protestaut  reformed  religion  is  dwell  a  little  the  longer  upon  this  matter,  and 

defined  and  described  by  the  subsequent  words,  take  the  more  pains,  to  put  us  both  in  mind 

*'  establidied  by  law,"  and  in  this  instance  to  that  it  was  not  settled  at  the  revolution,  that 

define  it  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt,  he  the  state  should  be  protestant,  in  the  latitude 

"swears  to  maintain  the  bishops  and  clergy,  of  the  term,  but  in  a  defined  and  limited  sense 

tad  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge,**  only,  and  that,  in  that  sense  only,  the  king  is 

m  dieir  rights  present  and  future.  sworn  to  maintain  it.     To  suppose  that  the 

'  The  oath  as  effectually  prevents  the  king  from  king  has  sworn  with  his  utmost  power  to  main-* 

doii^  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  oi  the  church  tain  what  it  is  wholly  out  of  his  power  to  dis* 

infiivour  of  sectaries,  Jews,  Mahometans,  or  cover,  or  which,  if  he  could  discover,  he  m\^ 

pUin  avowed  infidels ;  as  if  he  shouki  do  the  discover  to  consist  of  things  directly  contradic* 

nme  thing  in  fovour  of  the  Catholics.    You  tory  to  each  other,  some  of  them  perhaps  inn 

wiO  see,  that  it  is  the  same  protestant  church,  pious,  blasphemous,  and  seditious  upon  priiH 

■0  described,  that  the  king  is  to  maintain  and  ciple,  would  be  not  only  a  gross,  but  a  most 

communicate  with,  according  to  the  act  (^set-  mischievous  absurdity.     If  mere  dissent  from 

tiement  of  the  12th  and  13th  of  William  III.  the  church  of  Rome  be  a  merit,  he  that  difH 

The  act  of  the  5th  ofAnne,  made  in  prospect  of  sents  the  most  perfectly  is  the  most  merito« 

the  union,  is  entitled,  "  An  act  for  securing  rious.    In  many  points  we  hold  strongly  with 

tfaechnrchof  England  as  by  law  established."  that  church.     He  that  dissents  throughout 
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with  that  church  wiU  dinwiit  with  the  church  inairumenUd ;  or  that  loaie  other  tad  battir 

of  En^and,  and  then  it  will  be  a  part  of  his  tests  niay  be  put  in  dieir  place, 
merit    that  he  dissents  with  ourselves : — a        So  far  as  to  En^and.    In  Irdaad  yoa  kirs 

whimsical  species  of  merit  for  any  set  of  men  outran  us.    Without  waiting  for  an  Sa^idi 

to  establish.    We  quarrel  to  extremity  with  example,  you  have  totally  and  without  uy 

those,  who  we  know  agree  with  us  in  naany  modification  whatsoever,  repealed  the  test « 

things,  but  we  are  to  be  so  malicious  even  in  to  protestant  dissenters.    Not  having  the  n- 

the  principle  of  our  friendships,  that  we  are  to  pesiling  act  by  me,  I  ought  not  to  say  posidvetf 

cherish  in  our  boeom  those  who  accord  with  that  there  is  no  excepticxi  in  it ;  but  if  it  be 

us  in  nothing,  because  whilst  they  despise  our-  what  I  suppose  it  is,  you  know  very  vraB, 

selves,  they  abhor  even  nrare  than  we  do,  those  that  a  Jew  in  religion,  or  a  MahcnBetaiii  9 

with  whom  we  have  some  disagreement.    A  even  o  pubUCf  declared  athgut,  and  hlaqphwieri 

man  is  certainly  the  most  per^t  protestant,  is  perfectly  qualified  to  be  lord  lieuteaut,  t 

who  protests  against  the  whole  Christian  reli-  lord  justice,  or  even  keep^  of  the  king's  cue 

gion.   Whether  a  perscHi's  having  bo  Christian  science  ;  and  by  virtue  of  his  office  (if  with 

religion  be  a  title  to  favobr,  in  exclusicm  to  the  you  it  be  as  it  is  with  us)  administrator  to  t 

largest  description  c£  Christians  who  hold  aU  great  part  of  die  ecclesiastical  patronage  dfdii 

the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  though  holding  crown. 

along  with  them  some  errours  and  some  super-        Now  let  us  deal  a  little  &irfy.    We  ami 

fluities,  is  rather  more  than  any  man  who  has  admit,  that  protestant  dissoit  was  one  of  the 

not  become  recreant  and  apostate  from  his  bap-  quarters  from  which  danger  was  appreheaded 

tism,  will,  I  believe,  choose  to  afiSrm.     The  at  the  revoluticm,  and  against  which  a  part  of 

countenance  given  firom  a  spirit  of  controversy  the  ooronaticm  oath  was  peculia^  directed, 

to  that  negative  religion,  may,  by  degrees,  By  this  unqualified  repeal,  you  certamly  did 

encourage  light  and  unthinking  people  to  a  not  mean  to  deny  that  it  was  die  du^  of  tfie 

total  indifference  to  every  thing  positive  in  crown  to  preserve  the  diurch  against  piotss- 

matters  of  doctrine  ;  and,  in  the  end,  d[  prac-  tant  dissenters ;  or  taking  this  to  be  the  ti«e 

tice    too.      If  continued,  it  would    play  the  sense  of  the  two  revoluticm  acts  of  king  Wil- 

game  of  that  sort  of  active,  proselyting,  and  liam,  and  (^the  previous  and  subsequent  umon 

persecuting  atheism,  which   is  the  disgrace  acts  of  queen  Amie,  you  did  not  dedare  fay 

and  calamity  of  our  time,  and  which  we  see  to  this  most  unqualified  repeal,  by  which  yoa 

be  as  capable  of  subverting  a  government,  as  hrcke  down  all  the  barriers,  not  invested,  m- 

any  mode  can  be,  of  misguided  zeal  for  better  deed,  but  carefully  preserved  at  the  reTohxtioB; 

things.  you  did  not  then  and  by  that  proceeding  4&- 

Now  let  us  fairiy  see  what  course  has  been  clare,  that  you  had  advised  the  king  to  peqwy 

taken  relative  to  those,  against  whom,  in  part  towards  God,  and  perfidy  towards  the  ehurdu 

at  least,  the  king  has  sworn  to  maintain  a  No !  fiur,  very  far  fron  it !  you  never  woirid 

tAkurchypoeitiveinite  doctrine  and  its  discipline,  have  done  it,  if  you  did  not  think  it  ooukl  bs 

The  first  thing  done,  even  when  the  oath  was  done  with  perfect  repose  to  the  royal  ooii- 

fresh  in  the  mouth  dt  the  sovereigns,  was  to  science,  and  perfect  safety  to  the  natioBal 

give  a  toleration  to  protestant  dissenters,  tohoH  established  religion.    You  did  this  upon  afid 

doctrines  they  aecertained.    As  to  the  mere  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  yam 

civil  privileges  which  the  dissenters  heki  as  country.    Now,  if  circumstances  required  it, 

subjects  before  the  revolution,  these  were  not  why  riioidd  it  be  contrary  to  the  king's  oath, 

touched  at  all.     The  laws  have  fully  permitted ,  his  paiiiament  judging  c/a  thoee  circttmstaneea 

in  a  qualification  fer  all  (^ces,  to  such  dissent-  to  restore  to  his  Catholic  people,  in  such  me» 

ers,  an  occcuunuU,  conformity ;  a  thing  I  believe  sure,  and   with  such  modifications,  as  th( 

singular,  where  tests  are  admitted.    The  act  public  wisdom  shall  think  proper  to  add,  mim 

called  the  Test  Act  itself,  is,  with  regard  to  part  in  these  franchises  whidi  they  ibrmeri] 

them,  grown  to  be  hardly  any  thing  more  than  had  held  without  any  limitation  at  d,  an 

a  dead  letter.     Whenever  the  dissenters  cease  which,  upon  no  sort  of  urgent  reason  at  ^m 

by  their  conduct  to  give  any  alarm  to  the  gov-  time,  they  were  deprived  d"?    If  such  mean 

emment,  in  church  and  state,  I  think  it  very  can  with  any  probability  be  shewn,  firom  cir 

probable  that  even  this  matter,  rather  disgust*  cumstances,    rather  to  add  strength  to  on 

fill  than  inconvenient  to  them,  may  be  removed,  mixed  ecclesiastical  and  secular  comtitutioo 

or  at  least  so  modified  as  to  distinguish  the  than  to  weaken  it ;    surely  they  are 

qualifications  to    those  offices  which  really  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  penalties,  ii 

ftttds  the  attiUf  from  those  which  are  merefy  cities,  utd  proscriptions  continued  finona 
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Mhi  lOfHMntioii.    Tbey  are  periEectly  con-  kc.  kc.    But  at  that  period  churchmen,  and 

iHtflBt  wstfi  the  other  parta  of  the  coronation  barons,  and  kninfata,  took  care  of  the  firanchisea 

Mh,  in  irhkh  die  king  awears  to  maintain  and  free  customs  of  the  people  too.     Thoee 

**  (he  laws  of  GkMl  and  the  true  (Mofession  of  franchises  are  part  of  the  contitution  itself, 

tte  gOBpAf  and  to  govern  the  people  according  and  inseparable  from  it.     It  ^ould  be  a  very 

b  the  statutes  in  parliament  agreed  upon,  and  strange  thing  if  there  ^ould  not  only  exist 

die  kwB  and  ciMtoma  of  the  realm."    In  con-  anooulies  in  our  laws,  a  thing  not  easy  to 

•aating  to  such  a  statute,  the  crown  would  prevent,  but,  that  the  flindamental  parts  of  the 

act  at  least  as  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  God,  constitution  should  be  perpetually  and  irrecoo- 

•ad  to  the  true  profession  of  the  gospel,  and  cilably  at  variance  with  each  other.     I  cannot 

to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  kingdom,  as  persuade  myself  that  the  lovers  of  our  church 

Greoige  I.  did  when  he  passed  the  statute  are  not  as  able  to  find  effectual  ways  of  recon- 

which  took  frtmi  the  body  of  the  people,  every  ciling  its  safety  with  the  franchises  of  the 

thug  which,  to  that  hour,  and  even  after  the  peojJe,  as  the  eodesiastics  of  the  thirteenth 

BKmtrous  acta,  of  the  2d  and '8th  of  Anne,  century  were  able  to  do ;  I  cannot  conceive 

(the  ohfecta  of  our  commcm  hatred)  they  still  how  any  thing  worse  can  be  said  of  the  pro- 

eiyq]red  mviolate.  testant  religion  of  the  church  of  En^and  than 

It  is  hard  to  distinguirfi  with  the  least  de-  this,  that  wherever  it  is  judged  proper  to  give 

free  of  accuracy,  what  laws  are  fundamental,  it  a  legal  establishment,  it  becomes  necessary 

tod  what  not.    However  diere  is  a  distinction  to  deprive  the  body  of  the  people,  if  they 

between  them  authorized  by  writers  on  juris-  adhere  to  their  old  (pinions,  of  "  their  liberties 

padenoe,  uid  recognised  in   some  of   our  and  of  all  their  fi«e  customs,"  and  to  reduce 

■titates.    I  adhnit  the  acts  of  king  William  them  to  a  state  c£  civil  servitude. 

ttd  (pieen  Anne  to  be  fundamental,  but  they        There  is  no  man  on  earth,  I  believe,  more 

tn  not  tiie  only  fimdamental  lawQ.     The  law  willing  than  I  am,  to  lay  it  down  as  a  fimdn- 

cifled  Magna  Charta,  by  which  it  is  provided  mental  of  the  constitution,  that  the  church  of 

tiiat "  no  man  diaU  be  diraeized  of  his  liberties  England  should  be  united  and  even  identified 

udfree  customs  but  by  the  judgment  c£  his  with  it:  but  allowing  this,  I  cannot  allow  that 

peers,  or  the  laws  of  the  land,"  (meaning  cl^u-ly  all  laws  of  regulation^  made  from  time  to  time, 

ftrnme  proved  crime  tried  and  adjudged)  I  in  support  of  that  fimdamental  law,  are,  of 

^  to  \^tifundamenUd  law.  Now,  although  course,  equally  fundamental  and  equally  un- 

"^.■agna  diarta,  or  some  of  the  statutes  «s-  changeable.     This  would  be  to  confound  all 

tiblishing  it,  provide  that  &at  law  shadl  be  pep-  the  branches  of  legislation  and  of  jurisprudence. 

petnal,  and  all  statutes  contrary  to  it  diall  — The    crown    and    personal    safety  of  the 

he  void,  yet  I  camot  go  so  &r  as  to  deny  the  monarch  tae  fundamentaU  in  our  constitution : 

aotfiarity  of  statutes  made  in  defiance  of  mag-  yet,  I  hope  that  no  man  regrets,  that  the 

Bi  diarta  and  all  its  (Hrinciples.   This  however  rabble  of  statutes  got  together  during  the  reign 

i  wifl  aay,  that  it  is  a  very  venerable  law,  of  Henry  the  Ei^th,  by  which  treasoiM  are 

.■iide  by  very  wise  and  learned  men,  and  that  multiplied  with  so  prolific  an  energy,  have 

^  l^riature,  in  their  attempt  to  perpetuate  been  all  repealed  in  a  body ;  althou^  they  were 

it,  evoa  against  the  authority  of  fijture  parlia^  all,  or  most  of  them,  made  in  support  of  things 

Bimts,  have  riiewn  their  judgment  that  it  is  truly  fundamental  in  our  constitution.    So 

fimdamentalj  on  the  sune  grounds,  and  in  the  were  several  of  the  acts  by  which  the  crown 

Nme  manner  that  the  act  of  the  fiflh  of  Anne  exercised  its  supremacy ;  such  as  the  act  of 

his  oooaidered,  and  declared  the  establishment  Elizabeth  for  making  the  high  commissioned 

tf  die  chmrch  of  England  to  be  fundamental,  courts,  and  the  like  ;  as  well  as  things  made 

Uagna  charta,  which  secured  these  franchises  treason  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.    None  of 

te  the  subjects,  regarded  the  rights  of  firee-  this  species  of  secondary  and  subsidiary  knot 

hoUers  in  counties  to  be  as  much  a  fundament  have  been   held  fundamental.      They  have 

Mpartofthe constitution,  as  the estaUishment  yielded  to  circumstances:  particularly  where 

«f  the  church  of  England  vras  thought  either  they  were  thought,  even  in  their  consequences, 

tt  that  time,  or  in  the  act  of  king  William,  or  or  obliquely,  to  affect  other  fundamentals.  How 

IB  ^  act  of  queen  Anne.  much  more,  certainly,  ought  they  to  give  way. 

The  churdunen,  who  led  in  that  transac-  when,  as  in  our  case,  they  affect,  not  here 

ties,   certminly    took    care  of  die    material  and  there,  in  some  particular  point,  or  in  their 

Mnest  of  vriiidk  they  were  the  natural  guards  consequence,  but  universally,  collectively,  and 

ins.    It  ia  the  first  article  of  magna  charta,  directly,  the  fimdamental  fi-anchises  of  a  peo- 

''Iktt  tb»  duwcfa  of  Eai^and  shall  be  free,"  pie,  equal  to  die  whole  inhabitants  of  aereral 
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reipectable  kingJoins  and  tt&tei ;  equal  to  the 
•ubjects  of  the  kings  of  Sardinia  or  of  Den- 
mark ;  equal  to  those  of  the  United  Netherw 
lands;  and  morp  than  are  to  be  found  in  all 
the  states  of  Switzerland.  This  way  of 
proscribing  men  by  whde  nations,  as  it  were, 
from  all  the  benefits  c£  the  constitution  to 
^ich  they  were  bom,  I  never  can  believe  to 
be  politic  or  expedient,  much  less  necessary 
for  the  existence  of  any  state  or  church  in  the 
world.  Whenever  I  shall  be  ccnvinced, 
which  will  be  late  and  reluctantly,  that  the 
safety  of  the  church  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  all  the  civil  rights  whatsoever  of  the  fiir 
larger  part  of  the  inludiitants  of  our  country,  I 
■hall  be  extremely  sorry  for  it;  because  I 
shall  think  the  church  to  be  truly  in  danger. 
It  is  putting  things  into  the  position  of  an  ugly 
alternative,  into  which  I  hope  in  God  they 
never  will  be  put. 

I  have  said  most  of  what  occurs  to  me  on 
the  topics  you  touch  upon,  relative  to  the 
religion  of  the  king,  and  his  coronation  oath. 
I  i^ali  conclude  the  observations  which  I 
wished  to  submit  to  you  on  this  point,  by 
assuring  you,  that  I  think  you  the  most  remote 
that  can  be  c<Miceived  from  the  metaphysicians 
of  our  times,  who  are  the  most  feolish  of  men, 
and  who,  dealing  in  universals  and  essences, 
see  no  difference  between  more  and  less  ;  and 
who  of  course  would  think  that  the  reason  o£ 
the  law  which  obliged  the  king  to  be  a  com- 
municant of  the  church  of  England,  would  be 
as  valid  to  exclude  a  Catholic  from  bein?  an 
exciseman,  or  to  deprive  a  man  who  has  five 
hundred  a  year,  under  that  description,  from 
voting  on  a  par  with  a  factitious  protestant 
dissenting  freeholder  of  forty  shillings. 

Recollect,  my  dear  friend,  that  it  was  a  fim- 
damental  principle  in  the  French  monarchy, 
whilst  it  stood,  that  the  state  should  be  Ca- 
tholic ;  yet  the  edict  of  Nantz  gave,  not  a  full 
aoelesiastical,  but  a  complete  civil  establish' 
ment,  with  places  of  which  only  they  were 
capable,  to  the  Calvinists  of  France ;  and 
there  were  very  few  employments  indeed  of 
which  they  were  not  capable.  The  world 
praised  the  cardinal  de  Richelieu,  who  txxk 
the  first  opportunity  to  strip  them  of  their  for- 
tified places  and  cautionary  towns.  The  same 
world  held  and  does  hokl  in  execration  (so  far 
at  that  business  is  concerned)  the  memory  of 
Iiouis  the  Fourteenth,  for  the  total  repeal  of 
that  favourable  edict;  though  the  talk  of 
**  fundamental  laws,  established  religion,  reli- 
gion of  the  prince,  safety  to  the  state,"  he.  &c. 
was  then  as  largely  held,  and  with  as  bitter  a 
rvrlril  of  ih«  aaiiiMritMi  «f  tiio  eml  fioqfiii* 


sioD  daring  die  straggles  between  die  partief^ 
as  now  they  ean  be  in  Ireland. 

Perhaps  there  are  persons  who  thiidc  that 
the  same  reasons  do  not  hold  wfaoi  the  reli- 
gious relation  of  the  sovereign  and  sab|eet  if 
changed ;  but  they  who  have  their  shop  foB  of 
felse  weights  and  measores,  and  who  imagias 
that  the  adding  or  takkig  away  the  name  of 
Protestant  or  Papist,  Gtielph  or  GHi&eKaej 
alters  all  the  principles  of  equity,  policy,  aatf 
prudence,  leave  us  no  common  data  npoa 
whioh  we  can  reason.    I  therefore  pass  by  il 
this,  which  on  yon  wift  make  no  impresBioo, 
to  come  to  y/rbat  seems  to  be  a  seriom  coasi* 
deration  in  your  mind ;  I  mean  the  dread  yoa 
express  of  "  reviewing,  tbr  the  purpose  of  al> 
tering,  the  principles  tfthe  rvoofatfien."  ThJf 
is  an  interesting  topic ;  on  vidiich  I  will,  tf 
fully  as  your  leisure  and  mine  permits,  ky 
before  you  the  ideas  I  have  formed. 

First,  I  cannot  possibly  confound  in  mf 
mind  aU  die  things  which  were  dcMie  at  die 
revolution,  with  the  prineiples  of  the  revoki- 
tion.    As  in  most  great  changes,  many  tlungs 
were  done  fix>m  the  necessities  of  the  time, 
well  or  ill  understood,  from  passicm  or  firoB 
vengeance,  which  were  not  cmly,  not  perfecdy 
agreeable  to  its  principles,  but  in  the  most 
direct  contradiction    to  them.      I  shall  not 
think  that  the  deprivatum  of  some  millions  o^ 
people  of  aUthe  rights  efeitizenSf  and  aU  i»- 
terest  in  the  Mnstitutionf  in  and  to  which  thtf 
were  hom^  was  a  thing  conformable  to  tlM 
dedared  prineiplet  of  the  revolution.     This  I 
am  sure  is  true  relatively  to  England  (where 
die  operation  of  these  onA'-^'nci^Ees  compwa- 
tively  were  of  little  extent)  and  some  of  oar 
late  laws,  in  repealing  acts  made  imraediatdy 
after  the  revolution,  admit  diat  some  things 
then  done  were  not  done  in  die  true  spirit  of 
the  revolution.     But  the  revolution  operated 
differendy  in  England  and  Ireland,  in  many, 
and  these  essential  particulars.     Supposing 
the  principles  to  have  been   altogether  the 
same  in  both  kingdoms,  by  the  application  of 
those  principles  to  very  diflferent  objects,  th6 
whole  spirit  of  the  system  was  changed,  not 
to  say  reversed.   In  England  it  was  the  strug- 
gle of  the  great  body  of  the  people  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  their  liberties,  a£ainst  the  efforts 
of  a  very  smcdl  faction,   who  would  have 
oppressed  them.     In  Ireland,  it  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  power  of  the  smaller  number, 
at  the  expense  of  the  civil  liberties  and  pro- 
perties of  the  far  greater  part ;  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  political  liberties  of  the^  whole. 
It  was,  to  say  the  truth,  not  a  revolution,  bat 
a  eonqaMt ;  which  is  not  to  say  a  graat^Ml 
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k  ill  &Toiir.    To  innst  on  erei^  thing  done  cannot  miM  the  tnie  geaiw  vtd  policy  of  Iks 

k  Ireluid  at  the  revdution,  would  be  to  insist  English  govenunent  there  befcre  the  revohi- 

«i  dw  8eiv^«  and  jealous  policy  of  a  conque-  tion,  as  well  as  during  the  whole  rei^  of  (joeeB 

tor,  ia  the  crude  settlement  of  his  new  acqui-  Elizabeth.     Sir  John  Davis  boosts  of  the 

ikioB,  as    a  permanent   rule  for  its  future  benefits  received  by  the  natives,  by  extending 

govenunmt.     This,  no  power,  in  no  country  to  them  the  En^ish  law,  and  turning  the 

diat  ever  I  heard  of,  has  d<me  or  processed  to  whole  kingdom  into  shire  ground.     But  the 

do— except  in  Ireland;  where  it  is  done,  and  appearance  of  things  alone  was  changed.    The 

poaribly  by  some  people  will  be  professed,  original  scheme  was  never  deviated  from  for 

Time  has,  by  degrees,  in  all  other  places  and  a  nngle  hour.    Unheard-of  confiscations  wera 

periods,  blemied  and  coalited  the  conquered  made  in  the  northern  parts,  upon  grounds  of 

with  the  conquerors.    So,  afler  some  time,  plots  and  conspiracies,  never   proved  upon 

and  afier  one  of  the  most  rigid  conquests  that  their  supposed  authors.    The  war  of  chicane 

we  read  of  in  history,  the  Normans  softened  succeeded  to  the  war  of  arms  and  of  hostile 

into  the  English.    I  widi  you  to  turn  your  statutes ;  and  a  regular  series  of  operations 

reooUection  to  the  fine  speei^  of  Cerealis  to  was  carried  on,  particularly  fnxn  Chichestei's 

^  Grains,  made  to  dissuade  them  from  revolt,  time,  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice,  and  bj 

Speaking  of  the  Rinnans, — *'  Nos  quamvis  special  commissions  and  inquisitions ;   firrt, 

toties  laoessiti,  jure  victorisB  id  solum  vobis  under  pretence  of  tenures,  and  then  of  titles  in 

,  addiduBus,  quo  pacem  tneremur ;  nam  neque  the  crown,  lor  the  purpose  of  the  total  extirpn- 

fiies  gentiom  sine  armis ;  neque  anna  sine  tico  ,of  the  interest  of  the  natives  in  their  own 

itipenliis;  neque  stipendia  sine  tributis,  ha-  soil— until  this  species  of  subtle  ravage,  being 

beri  <{neant.     Ceetera  in  communi  $Ua  nini :  carried  to  the  last  excess  of  oppression  and 

jpn  pteramque  noetris  exercitibus  pr<BndetiM  :  insolence  under  lord  Strafibrd,  it  kindled  the 

ipn  has  aliasque  provincias  regiiat :  nil  sepe-  flames  of  that  rdt>ellion  which  broke  out  in 

nnm  dottsvmve— Proinde  pacem  et  urbem,  1641.   By  the  issue  of  war,  by  the  turn  whidi 

qaam  vielorea  mctique  eodem  jure  obdnenuM^  die  earl  of  Clarendon  gave  to  things  at  the 

uale,  colite."    You  will  consider,  vf^^th^r  restorati<Hi,  and  by  the  total  reduction  of  the 

<iw  aiguraents  used  by  that  Roman  to  diese  kingdran  of  Ireland  in  1691,  the  ruin  of  the 

^hxiBj  would  apply  to  the  case  in  Ireland ;  native  Irish,  and  in  a  great  measure  too  of  the 

ud  iHiether  you  could  use  so  plausible  a  pre-  first  races  of  the  English,  was  comj^tely  ao- 

*oble  to  any  severe  warning  you  might  think  complished.    The  new  English  interest  was 

it  proper  to  ho4d  out  to  those  who  should  resort  settled  with  as  solid  a  stability  as  any  thing  in 

to  aeditioa  instead  of  supf^ication,  to  obtain  human  affiiirs  can  look  for.    All  the  penal  laws 

vxf  object  diat  they  m^y  pursue  with  the  of  that  unparalleled  code  of  oppressicm,  which 

fovwnlng  power.  were  made  afler  the  last  event,  were  mani- 

Vpt  a  mudi  kNiger  period  than  that  whidi  festly  the  effects  of  national  hatred  and  scorn 

lad  sufficed  to  blend  the  Romans  with  the  towards  a  conquered  people  *,  whom  the  vie- 

tttion  to  which  oX  all  others  they  were  the  tors  delighted  to  trample  upon,  and  were  not 

niost  adverse,  the  protestants  setded  in  Ire-  at  all  afiaid  to  provoke.     They  were  not  the 

had,  considered  themsdves  in  no  other  li^t  effect  of  their  fears  but  of  their  secunQr. 

dttn  that  of  a  sort  of  a  colonial  garriscm,  to  They  who  carried  cm  this  syste.m,  looked  to 

bep  the  natives  in  subjection  to  the  other  the  irresistible  force  of  Oreat  Britain  for  their 

•tae  of  Great  Britain.    The  whole  spirit  of  support  in  their  ^cts  of  power.    They  were 

^  revolution  in  Ireland,  was  that  of  not  the  quite  certain,  that  no  complaints  oS  the  na- 

mOdest  conqueror.     In  truth,  the  spirit  of  tives  would  be  he^d  on  this  side  of  the  water, 

tiiose  proceedings  did  not  commence  at  that  but  with  contempt  and  indignaticm.  .  Their 

^  nor  was  religion  of  any  kind  their  pri-  cries  seryed  only  to  augment  their  torture. 

iBary  object.    Wlait  was  done,  was  not  in  the  Machines,  which  could  answer  their  purposes 

^rit  of  a  contest  between  two  religious  &o-  so  well,  qiusI  be  of  an  excellent  contrivance. 

tions;  but  between  two  adverse  nations.   The  Indeed  in  England,  the  double  name  of  the 

itatates  of  Kilkenny  shew,  that  the  spirit  of  complainants,  Irish  and  Papists  (it  would  be 

^  popery  laws,  and  some  evep  of  their  actual  bard  to  say,  which  singly  was  the  most  odious) 

provisions,  as  applied  |)etween  Knglishry  and  shut  up  the  hearts  of  every  cme  against  tfiem. 

Iriflhry,  had  existed  in  that  harassed  coujntry  Whilst  that  temper  prevailed,  and  it  prevailed 

liefixe  the  words  protestant  and  papist  were  in  all  its  force  to  a  time  within  our  memoiyi 

Wid  of  in  the  world.    If  we  read  baron  every  measure  was  pleasing  and  p(^nilar,  juft 

^mgla^  Bpenser,  and  sir  John  Davis,  we  in  proportion  as  it  tended  to  harass  and  ruin  a 
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«eC  of  p«^I«)  who  were  kx^ed  up(»i  as  ene-  nw,  thmt  true  policy  did  not  requwe  tkltthlf 

mies  to  God  and  man ;  and  indeed  as  a  race  of  ever  should  have  appeared  in  that  dancUr;    J 

bigoted  savages  who  were  a  disgrace  to  human  or  if  it  had  done  so  formerly,  the  reaaoni  M 

nature  itself.  now  ceased  to  cerate.    She  saw  that  ihe    ^^i 

However,  as  the  English  in  Ireland  began  Irish  <j£  her  race,  were  resolved  to  build  tbair    s 

to  be  domiciliated,  they  began  also  to  recollect  constitution  and  their  politics  upon  uMthcr    i- 

that  they  had  a  country.    The  EngU$h  inter'  bottran.    With  these  things  under  her  viev,    « 

M<,  at  first  by  faint  and  ahnost  insensible  de-  she  instantly  ccnnplied  with  the  whole  of  3fiQ«r    :. 

grees,  but  at  length  openly  and  avowedly  be-  demands,  without  any  reservation  i^^stsMr.    \ 

came  an  independent  Irish  interest  i  full  as  She  surrendered  that  boundless  sufienori^,     i 

independent  as  it  could  ever  have  been,  if  it  for  the  preservation  of  which,  and  the  aeqiwi-    i 

had  continued  in  the  penKHis  of  the  native  tion,  she  had  su{^rted  the  English  ooioHM 

Irish ;  and  it  was  maintaipod  with  more  skill,  in  Ireland  for  so  long  a  time,  and  so  vast  m 

and  more  consistency  than  probably  it  would  expense  (according  to  the  standard  of  thoN  - 

have  been  in  theirs.     With  their  views,  the  ages)  o£  her  blood  and  treasure. 
Anglo-Irish  changed  their  maxims — it  was        When  we  bring  helSare  us  the  matter  wUih 

necessary  to  demonstrate  to  the  wh<Je  people,  history  affords  for  our  selection,  it  is  not  !»• 

that  there  was  something,  at  least,  of  ^  com^  proper  to  examine  the  spirit  of  the  seversl  pn- 

mon  interest,  combined  with  the  independency,  cedents,  which  are  candidates  for  our  cbnce. 

which  was  to  become  the  object  of  common  Might  it  not  be  as  well  (or  your  statesmea, » 

exertions.     The  mildness  of  government  pro-  the  other  side  of  the  water,  to  take  an  exsm^  * 

duced  the  first  relaxation  towards  the  Irish  ;  from  this  latter,  and  surely  more  coneiliatocy 

the  necessities,  and,  in  part  too,  the  temper  revoluticm,  as  a  pattern  for  your  conduct  to> 

that  predominated  at  this  great  change,  pro-  wards  your  own  feUow-citizens,  than  from  that 

duced  the  second  and  the  most  important  c{  of  1688,  when  a  paramount  sovereignty  over 

these  relaxations.    English  government,  and  both  you  and  them,  vras  more  lofUly  claiaed, 

Irish  legislature,  felt  jointly  the  propriety  of  and  more  sternly  exerted,  than  at  any  forma, 

this  measure.     The  Irish  parliament  and  na«>  or  at  any  subsequent  period  ?    Great  Britain 

tion  became  independent.  in  1782,  rose  above  the  vulgar  ideas  of  polk^. 

The  true  revolution  to  you,  that  which  most  the  ordinary  jealousies  of  state,  and  all  the 

intrinsicaUy  and  substantially  resembled  the  sentiments  of  national  pride  and  national  am- 

English  revolution  of  1688,  was  the  Irish  re-  bition.    If  she  had  been  more  disposed  than,  I 

volution  of  1782.     The  Irish  parliament  of  thank  God  for  it,  she  was,  to  listen  to  the  sug- 

1782  bore  little  resemblance  to  that  which  sat  gesti<ms  of  passion,  tham  to  the  dictates  cf 

in  that  kingdom,  after  the  period  of  the  first  of  prudence  ;  she  might  have  urged  the  princir 

these  revolutions.     It  bore  a  much  nearer  re-  pies,  the  maxims,  the  policy,  the  practice  of 

semblance  to  that  which  sat  under  king  James,  the  revolution,  against  the  demands  of  the 

The  change  of  the  parliament  in  1782  from  the  leading  descriptions  in  Ireland,  with  fufl  as 

character  of  the  parliament  which,  as  a  token  much  plausibility,  and  full  as  good  a  grace,  as 

of  its  indignation,  had  burned  all  the  journals  any  among  them  can  possibly  do,  against  the 

indiscriminately  of  the  former  parliament  in  supplications  of  so  vast  and  extensive  a  de- 

the  council  chamber,  was  very  visible.     The  scription  of  their  own  people. 

address  of  king  William's  parliament,  the  par-        A  good  deal  to,  if  the  spirit  of  domination 

liament  which  assembled  after  the  revolution,  and  exclusion  had  prevailed  in  England,  might 

among  other  causes  of  complaint  (many  of  have  been  excepted  against  some  of  the  means 

them  sufficiently  just)  complains  of  the  repeal  then  employed  in  Ireland,  whilst  her  clains 

by  their  predecessors  of  Poyning's  law ;  no  were  in  agitation.     They  were,  at  least,  as 

absolute  idol  with  the  parliament  of  1782,  inuch  out  of  ordinary  course,  as  those  whidi 

Great    Britain,  finding    the    Anglo-Irish     are  now  objected  against  admitting  your  p»)pl0 

highly  animated  with  a  spirit,  which  had  in-     to  any  of  the  benefits  of  an  English  c<xistita- 

deed  shewn  itself  before,  though  with  litde     tion.    Most  certainly,  neither  with  you,  nor 

energy,  and  many  interruptions,  and  therefore     here,  was  any  one  ignorant  of  what  was  at  that 

suffered  a  multitude  of  uniform  precedents  to     time  said,  written,  and  done.     But  on  all  sidei 

be  established  against  it,  acted,  in  my  opinion,     we  separated  the  means  firom  the  end :  and  we 

with  the  greatest  temperance  and  wisdom,     separated  the  cause  ai  the  nKxierate  and  ibp 

She  saw  that  the  dispositico  of  the  leading    ticmal,  fix)m  the  ill-intentioned  and  seditioiui: 

jMTf  of  the  nation  wcMiki  not  permit  them  to     which  on  such  occasions  are  so  frequently  a|K 

act  any  longer  the  part  of  a  garrison.    She    to  march  together.    At  that  time,  oo  yoni 
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W     ia*  at  the  nwUvtiom  of  1688 ;  and  what  had  aubvenive  of  common  hmoan  aociety.    To 
r      AMacoBtiDued during  the  aubaequent  flourul^  that  X  Aail  only  ny,  that  whoever  haa  a  tem- 
%panod  of  the  Britiah  empire.    The  change  per,  which  can  be  gratified  by  indulging  hiro- 
th«  made  waa  a  great  and  fiinda mental  alter-  aelf  in  these  good-natured  ftncies,  ought  to  do 
ation.    In  the  ezeoition,  it  waa  an  operooe  a  great  deal  more.    For  an  exclusion  from  the 
haaiaeat  on  both  aidea  of  the  water.    It  re-  privileges  of  the  British  sul^ects,  is  not  a  cure 
furad  the  repeal  of  several  laws ;  the  modifr-  for  so  terrible  a  distemper  of  the  human  mind, 
caboaof  many,  aadanew  course  to  be  given  to  as  they  are  pleased  to  suppose  in  their  coun- 
ts iafinite  number  of  legislative,  judicial  and  trymen.    I  rather  c<»ceive  a  participation  in 
affieial  piactioaa  and  usagea  in  both  kingdoms,  those  privileges  to  be  itself  a  remedy  for  some 
This  did  not  frighten  any  of  us.    You  are  now  mental  disorders. 

tikad  to  give,  in  some  moderate  measure,  to  As  little  shall  I  detain  with  matters  that  can 
year  feUow-citizena,  what  Great  Britain  gave  as  little  obtain  admission  into  a  mind  like 
to  you,  without  any  measure  at  alL  Yet,  not*  yours ;  such  as  the  fear,  or  pretence  of  fear, 
withstanding  all  the  difficuUiea  at  the  time,  that  in  spite  of  your  own  power,  and  the 
awl  the  ^>prehen8iaiiB  which  some  very  well-  trifling  power  of  Great  Britain,  you  may  be 
■nmiag  people  entertained,  through  the  ad-  conquered  by  the  pope ;  or  that  this  commo- 
Bursble  temper  in  which  this  revolution  (or  dious  bugbear  (whoisof  infinitely  more  use  to 
rmtwation  in  the  nature  of  a  revolution)  was  thoee  who  pretend  to  fear,  than  to  thoee  ^o 
rnarhicled  in  both  kingdoms,  it  has  hitherto  love  him)  will  absohre  his  majesty's  sutgects 
padooed  no  iaeonveBienoe  to  either ;  and  I  fixxn  their  allegiance,  and  send  over  the  car- 
trait,  with  the  eontinuance  of  the  aame  temper,  dinal  of  YoHe  to  rule  you  as  his  viceroy ;  or 
Aat  it  never  wilL  f  think  that  this  small  that,  by  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  he  wiH 
iBoonsideraUe  change  (rekitive  to  an  ezdusive  take  that  fierce  tyrant  the  king  of  the  French, 
itatate  not  asade  at  ^e  revolution)  fer  restoring  out  of  his  jail,  and  arm  that  nation  (which  on 
^  paople  to  the  benefits,  from  which  the  green  all  occasions  treata  his  holiness  so  very  polite- 
tanumt  of  a  civil  war  had  not  excluded  them,  ly)  with  his  bulls  and  pardons,  to  invade  poor 
villbe  productive  of  no  sort  of  mischief  what-  old  Ireland,  to  reduce  you  to  popery  and 
KKvsr.  Compare  what  was  done  in  1782,  slavery,  and  to  force  the  free-bom,  luJced  feet 
with  what  is  wiiAied  in  179S ;  oxisider  the  of  your  people  into  the  wooden  i^oes  of  that 
■pint  of  what  haa  been  done  at  the  several  arbitrary  monarch.  I  do  not  believe  that  dis- 
pmods  of  refiNrmation ;  and  weigh  matiu^ly,  courses  of  this  kind  are  held,  or  that  any  thing 
abether  it  be  erectly  true  that  conciliatory  like  them  will  be  held,  by  any  who  walk  about 
eoaoessions  are  of  good  policy  only  in  discua-  without  a  keeper.  Yet,  I  confess,  that  on 
■flaa  between  nations ;  but  that  among  de-  occasions  of  this  nature,  I  am  the  most  afraid 
icriptiaas  in  the  aame  nation,  they  mnst  of  the  weakest  reasonings;  because  they  dis- 
•Iways  be  irrational  and  dangerous.  What  cover  the  strongest  passions.  These  things 
have  you  suffered  in  your  peace,  your  proe-  will  never  be  iMrought  out  in  definite  propoei- 
perity,  or,  in  what  ought  ever  to  be  dear  to  a  tions.  They  will  not  prevent  pity  towards 
iition,  your  glory,  by  the  last  act  by  which  any  persons ;  they  wouW  only  cause  it  for  those 
yoa  Ux^  the  |Nroper^  of  that  people  under  the  who  were  capable  o£  talking  in  such  strain. 
imectioD  of  the  Uhm?  What  reasons  have  But  I  know,  and  am  sure,  that  such  ideas  as 
yoQ  to  dread  the  eonaequencea  of  admitting  the  no  man  will  distinctly  produce  to  another,  or 
faople  poaaeaaing  that  property  to  aome  share  hardly  venture  to  bring  in  any  plain  shape  to 
ladae  protection  of  the  eonstititfien?  his  own  mind-— he  wiU  utter  in  obscure,  ill- 
I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  you  with  any  thing  explained  doubts,  jealousies,  surmises,  fears, 
to  remove  the  ofajectiona,  I  will  not  call  them  and  apprehensions ;  and  that,  in  such  a  fog, 
argomeiita,  againat  this  measure,  taken  from  a  they  will  appear  to  have  a  good  deal  of  size, 
fcrocioiia  luUred  to  all  that  numeroua  deacrip-  and  will  make  an  impression ;  when,  if  they 
tin  of  Christiana.  It  would  be  to  pay  a  poor  were  clearly  brought  forth  and  defined,  they 
eon^iUaent  to  your  underatanding  or  your  would  meet  with  nothing  but  scorn  and 
beait.    Neither  your  religion,  nor  ycur  poll-  derision. 

tics  coBsiat  <*in  odd  perverae  antipathies."  There  is  another  way  of  taking  an  objectiea 

Toy  are  not  reaolved  to  parsevere  in  proacrib-  to  this  concession,  which  I  admit  to  be  aone- 

bg  fron  tfia  comrtittitirm,  ao  nnuiy  wMHinn«  of  thing  more  plausible,  and  worthy  of  a  mora 

year  oomtrynen,  becauae  in  contradiction  to  attentive  examination.    It  is,  that  thia  mmiar- 

t^wriaBoa  and  to  ft?nmiffn  aeoae,  you  think  ona  daaa  of  pec^e  ia  nuitinoaa,  dtaordarlft 
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pnne  to  sedition,  and  easy  to  be  wrought  has  assembled.    I  have  aoeidentalljr  had  oco^ 

upoa  by  the  insidious  arts  oi  wicked  and  versation  with  two  friends  of  mine,  who  know 

designing  men ;  that  conscious  of  this,  the  something  oi  the  gentleman  who  was  put  into 

sober,  rational  and  wealthy  part  of  that  body,  the  chair  upon  that  occasion  ;  one  of  them  has 

who  are  totally  (^another  character,  do  by  no  had  money  transacti<ms  with  him ;  the  odier, 

means  desire  any  participation  for  themselves,  from  necessity  has  been  to  see  his  coacenm ; 

or  for  any  one  else  of  their  description,  in  the  they  both  tell  me  he  is  a  man  of  some  property ; 

franchises  of  the  British  constitution.  but  you  must  be  the  best  judge  of  this,  who  by 

I  have  great  doubt  of  the  exactness  of  any  your  office  are  likely  to  know  his  transactians. 

part  of  this  observation.    But  let  us  admit  Many  of  the  others  are  certaiidy  persons  of 

that  the  body  of  the  Cathdics  are  prone  to  fortune ;  and  all,  or  most,  fiithers  of  fiunihes, 

sedition  (of  which,  as  I  have  said,  I  entertain  men  in  respectable  ways  of  life,  and  some  of 

much  doubt)    is    it  possible    that    any  fiiir  them  far  from  contemptible,  either  for  their 

observer  or  fair  reasoner,  can  think  of  con-  information,  or  for  the  abilities  which  they 

fining  this  description    to    them    only?      I  have  shewn  in  the  discussion  of  their  int««8ta. 

believe  it  to  be  possible  for  men  to  be  mutinous  What  such  men  think  it  for  their  advantage  to 

and  seditious  who  ^el  no  grievance :  but  I  acquire,  ou^t  not,  prima  fouMf  to  be  coDsi- 

believe  no  man  will  assert  seriously,  that  when  dered  as  rash  or  heady,  or  ino(Mn|>atiUe  with 

peqple  are  of  a  turbulent  spirit,  the  best  way  the  public  safety  or  wel&re. 
to  keep  them  iq  order,  is  to  furnish  them  with         I  admit,  that  men  of  the  best  fortunes  and 

something  substantial  to  complain  of.  reputations,  and  of  the  best  talents  and  edoca-* 

You    separate    very    iproper\y  the    sober,  tion  too,  may,  by  accident,  ^w  themsehres 

rational,  and  substantial  part  of  their  descrip-  furious  and  intemperate  in  their  desires.  This 

tion  from  the  rest.    You  give,  as  you  ought  to  is  a  great  misfortune  when  it  haj^ns ;  for 

do,  weight  only  to  the  former.     What  I.  have  the  first  presumptions  are  undoubted  in  their 

always  thought  o£  the  matter  is  this — that  the  fovour.    We  have  two  standards  of  judging  in 

most  poor,  illiterate,  and  uninformed  creatures  this  case  of  the  sanity  and  sobriety  of  any 

upon  earth,  are  judges  of  aproeftco/  oppression,  proceedings  \  of  unequal  certainty  indeed,  but 

It  is  a  matter  of  feeling  ;  and  as  such  persons  neither  of  them  to  be  neglected :  the  first  is  by 

generally  have  felt  most  of  it,  and  are  not  of  the  value  o[  the  object  sought,  the  next  is  by 

an  over-lively  sensibility,  they  are  the  best  the  means  through  which  it  is  pursued, 
judges  of  it.     But  for  the  reed  cause^  or  the         The  object  pursued  by  the  Catholics  is,  I 

appropriate  remedy ^  they  ou^t  never  to  be  understand,  and  have  all  along  reasmed  as  if 

called  into  council  about  the  one  or  the  other,  it  were  so,  in  some  degree  or  measure  to  be 

They  ought  to  be  totally  shut  out ;   because  again  admitted  to  the  frandiises  of  the  oonsti^ 

their  reason  is  weak;   because  when  once  tution.    Men  are  considered  as  under  some 

roused,  their  passions  are   ungovemed ;   be-  derangement  of  their  intellect,  yUnea  they  see 

cause  they  want  information ;    because  the  good  and  evil  in  a  different  light  fi^m  odter 

smallness  of  the  property  which  individually  men ;    when  they  choose  nauseous  and  nn- 

they  possess,  renders  them  less  attentive  to  wholesome  food ;  and  reject  such  as  to  the 

the  consequences  of  the  measures  they  adopt  rest  of  the  world  seems  pleasant,  and  is  known 

in  affairs  of  moment.    When  I  find  a  great  to  be  nutritive.     I  have  always  considered  the 

cry  among  the  people  who  speculate  litUe,  I  British  constitution,  not  to  be  a  thing  in  itself 

think  myself  called  seriously  to  examine  into  so  vicious,  as  that  none  but  men  of  deranged 

it,  and  to  separate  the  real  cause  from  the  ill  understanding,  and  turbulent  tempers  ocmid 

effects  of  the  passion  it  may  excite  ;  and  the  desire  a  share  in  it :  on  the  contrary,  I  should 

bad  use  which  artful  men  may  make  of  an  think  very  indifferently  of  the  understanding 

irritation  of  the  popular  mind.    Here  we  must  and  temper  of  any  body  of  men,  who  did  not 

be  aided  by  persons  of  a  contrary  character ;  wish  to  partake  of  this  great  and  acknowledged 

we  must  not  listen  to  the  desperate  or  the  furi-  benefit.    I  cannot  thi^  quite  so  fiivouraMy 

ous :  but  it  is  therefore  necessary  for  us  to  either  of  die  sense  or  temper  of  those,  if  any 

distinguish  who  are  the  really  indigent,  and  sudi  there  are,  who  would  voluntarily  persuaite 

the  really  intemperate.     As  to  the  persons  their  brethren  that  the  object  is  not  fit  for 

who  desire  this  part  in  the  constitution,  I  have  them,  or  they  for  the  object.    Whatever  may 

no  reason  to  imagine  that  they  are  men  who  be  my  thoughts  concerning  them,  I  am  quite 

have  nothing  to  lose  and  much  to  look  for  in  sure,  that  &ey  who  hokl  audi  language  must 

public  confusion.    The  popular  meeting  from  forfeit  all  credit  with  the  rest.    This  is  inftfli-^ 

which  apprehensioos  have  been  entertained,  ble— if  they  conceive  any  opinion  of  tbtu' 
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jadgment,  they  cannot  possiUy  think  them  nuiy  make  it  proper  for  the  legirfature,  in  this 

thev  firiends.     There  is,  indeed,  one  supposi-  case  to  defer  their  compliance  until  the  de- 

dQD,  which  woiikl  reconcile  the  conduct  of  mandants  are  brought  to  a  proper  sense  of 

nch  gentlemen  to  sound  reason,  and  to  the  their  duty.    A  concession  in  which  the  go- 

pnrest  affection  towards  their  fellow««ufierers ;  veming  power  of  our  country  loses  its  dignity, 

it  is  that  they  act  under  the  impressicm  of  a  is  deariy  bou^t  even  by  him  who  obtains  his 

wd-graondad  fear  fer  die  general  interest.    If  object.    All  the  people  have  a  deep  interest 

diey  should  be  told,  and  should  believe  the  in  the  dignity  of  parliament.     But,  as  the 

■toy,  ^lat  if  diey  dare  atten^  to  make  their  refusal  oi  franchises  which  are  drawn  out  of 

coadition  better,  tiiey  will  in&Uibly  make  it  the  first  vital  stamkia  of  the  British  constitu- 

wone— that  if  ^y  aim  at  obtaining  liberty,  tion,  is  a  very  serious  thing,  we  ought  to  be 

dwjr  will  have  their  slavery  doubled — that  very  sure,  that  the  manner  and  spirit  of  the 

dieir  endeavours  to  put  themselves  upon  any  ap^^oation  is  offensive  and  dangerous  indeed, 

thing  which  i^iproaches  towards  an  equitable  be^Nre  we  ultimately  reject  all  applications  of 

ibotuig  with  their  feUow-subjects,  will  be  con-  this  nature.     The  mode  of  application,  I  hear, 

ndered  as  an  indication  of  a  seditious  and  re-  is  by  petition.    It  is  the  manner  in  which  all 

beOioas  disposition — such  a  view  of  things  the  sovereign  powers  in  the  world  are  ap- 

oof^t  porfecdy  to  restore  the  gentlemen,  who  proached ;  sumI  I  never  heard  (except  in  the 

so  anzioudy  dissuade  their  countrymen  from  case  of  James  the  Second)  that  any  prince 

willing  a  participaticHi  with  the  privileged  considered  this  manner  of  supplication  to  be 

part  of  the  people,  to  the  good  c^inion  of  their  contrary  to  the  humility  of  a  subject,  or  to  the 

&&OWS.    But  what  is  to  tftem  a  very  fiill  jus-  respect  due  to  the  person  or  authority  of  the 

tification,  ia  not  quite  so  honouraUe  to  that  sovereign.     This  rule  and  a  correi^xmdent 

power  frnn  whose  maiims  and  temper  so  good  practice,  are  observed,  from  the  Grand  Seignor 

«  ground  of  rational  terrour  is  furnished.    I  down  to  the  most  petty  prince,  or  republic  in 

tlunk  aiguments  of  this  kind  will  never  be  Europe. 

Bsed  by  the  friends  of  a  government  which  I  You  have  sent  me  several  papers,  some  in 

peadj  respect ;  or  by  any  of  the  leaders  of  an  {Hint,  some  in  manuscript.    I  think  I  had  se^i 

<>pporitian  whcnm  I  have  the  honour  to  know,  all  of  them,  except  the  formula  nf  association, 

uid  the  sense  to  admire.    I  remember  Poly-  I  confess  they  appear  to  me  to  contain  matter 

bias  tdls  OS,  that  during  his  captivity  in  Italy  mischievous,  and  capable  c^  giving  alarm,  if 

as  a  Pdoponnesian  hostage— 4ie  solicited  old  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  written  should  be 

Cato  to  intercede  with  the  senate  for  his  re-  found  to  make  any  considerable  progress.    But 

lease,  and  that  of  his  countrymen :  this  old  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  appty  them,  as 

politician  told  him  he  had  better  continue  in  his  objections  to  the  case  now  before  us.     When 

present  condition,  however  irks(Hne,  than  ap^  I  find  that  the  general  committee  which  acts 

fly  a^in  to  that  formidable  authority  for  their  for  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Dublin,  prefers 

'clief ;  that  he  ou^t  to  imitate  the  wisdcMn  of  the  association  proposed  in  the  written  drafl 

his  coontxyman  Ulysses,  who,  when  he  was  you  have  sent  me,  to  a  respectful  application 

ODce  oat  of  the  den  of  the  Cyclops,  had  too  in  parliament,  I  shall  think  the  persons  who 

much  sense  to  venture  again  into  the  same  sign  such  a  paper,  to  be  unworthy  of  any  pri- 

Garem.    But  I  conceive  too  high  an  opinion  vilege  which  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  granted : 

of  the  Irish  legislature  to  think  that  they  are  and  that  such  men  ought,  hy  name,  to  be  ez- 

to  their  ^low-citizens,  what  the  grand  op-  cepted  fi-om  any  benefit  under  the  constitution 

pressors  of  mankind  were  to  a  people  whom  to  which  they  offer  this  violence.    But  I  do 

die  fortune  of  war  had  subjected  to  their  power,  not  find  that  this  finmof  a  seditious  league 

For  thou|^  Cato  could  use  such  a  parallel  had  be^i  signed  by  any  person  whatsoever, 

widi  regani  to  his  senate,  I  should  really  think  either  on  the  part  of  the  supposed  projectors. 

it  nothmg  short  of  impious,  to  compare  an  or  on  the  part  of  those  whom  it  is  calculated  to 

InAx  parliament  to  a  den  of  Cyclops.    I  hq>e  seduce.    I  do  not  find,  on  inquiry,  that  such  a 

the  people,  both  here  and  with  you,  wiD  always  thing  was  mentioned,  or  even  remotely  alluded 

apply  to  the  house  of  commcms  with  becoming  to,  in  the  general  meeting  of  the  Catholics, 

BMidesty ;  but  at  the  same  time  with  minds  from  which  so  much  violence  was  apprehended. 

anembanassed  with  any  sort  of  terrour.  I  have  considered  the  other  publications,  signed 

As  to  the  means  which  the  Catholics  em-  by  individuals,  on  the  part  of  certain  societies 

pkj  to  obtain  this  olgect,  so  wcnthy  of  sober  — I  may  mistake,  for  I  have  not  the  honour  of 

and  imtional  minds.    I  do  adnut  that  such  knowing  them  personally,  but  I  take  Mr.  But- 

maj  be  used  in  the  pursuit  of  it,  as  tier  and  Mr.  Tandy  not  to  be  Catholics^  but 
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Memben  of  thvestaUished  church.    NoioiM  gate,  for  hsring  been  imrkad  to  cater  ialvillgr  .'»' 

that  I  recoU«ct  of  these  publicatioiu,  which  a  poatern,  will  you  puMiah  by  depmaliai  m  ^m 

you  and  I  equally  dislike,  appeara  to  be  writ-  their  priTilegea,  or  mulct  io  aay  other  wi^i    iii 

ten  by  persons  of  that  persuasion.    Now,  if,  those  who  hsre  templed  ua  ?— 'Far  fmm  i^  ,ii 

whilst  a  man  is  dutifully  soliciting  a  fiivour  we  mean  to  preaenre  all  tknr  liberties  and  i»  n 

from  parliament,  any  person  should  choose,  in  munities,  aa  ovr  life-blood.    We  mean  Io  vA>   .r: 

an  improper  manner,  to  shew  his  inclinati<m  tivate  them,  aa  brethren  whom  we  lows  mi   sl. 

towards  the  cause  depending ;  and  if  that  muU  respectp— with  you  we  have  no  fettowsh^  W«   \tm 

destroy  the  cause  of  the  petitioner ;  then,  not  can  bear  with  patience,  their  enanty  la  ov    ^ 

only  the  petitioner,  but  the  legislature  itself,  selves ;  but  their  firiendriiip  with  yau,  ws  ml   .^ 

ia  in  the  power  of  any  weak  friend  or  artful  not  oidure.    But  mark  itweH !    AUoaripW'   i^ 

enemy,  that  the  suppUeaat,  or  that  the  parlia^  rels  with  them,  are  alwaya  to  be  reveofed  opa    :-= 

ment  may  have.    A  man  must  be  judged  by  you.    Formerly,  it  ianottnioua,  that  we  AimU    i« 

his  own  actions  only.    Certain  protestant  dis-  have  resented  with  the  highest  iudignaliwii    ^ 

■enters    make  seditious  propositions  to  the  your  presuming  to  shew  any  itt-will  to  iMB*  .mm 

Catholics,  which  it  does  not  appear  that  they  You  must  not  suffer  them,  worn,  to  shew  aif     9 

have  yet  accepted.    It  would  be  strange  that  good-will  to  you.    Know— and  take  it  om      ■*_ 

the  tempter  should  escape  all  punishment,  and  for  all— that  it  is,  and  ever  haa  been,  nd  enr      i 

that  he  who,  under  circumstances  fuU  of  seduc-  will  be,  a  fundamental  maxim  ia  our  pobdOi 

tioQ  and  full  of  provocation,  has  resisted  the  that  you  are  not  to  have  any  part,  or  daido'Vi 

temptation,  idM>uId  incur  the  penalty.    You  or  name  of  interest  whatever,  in  our  ititi. 

know,  that,  with  regard  to  the  dissenters,  who  That  we  look  upon  you,  as  mder  an  invfani- 

are  stated  to  be  the  chief  movers  in  this  vile  Me  outlawry  from  our  constitution— «■  pcvp^ 

acheme  (faltering  the  princif^s  <^  election  to  tual  and  unalliabte  aliens, 
a  right  (^voting  by  the  head,  you  are  not  aUe        Stt<^,  my  dear  sir,  is  the  plain  nature  d 

(if  you  ought  even  to  wish  such  a  thing,)  to  the    argument    drawn    from    the    revolotioD 

deprive  them  of  any  part  ci  the  franchises  and  maxims,  enforced  by  a  supposed  dispoaitioaB 

privileges  which  they  hold  (n  a  footing  of  per-  the  Cadioiics  to  unite  with  the  disseiii«i> 

lect  equality  with  yourselves.     Thty  may  do  Such  it  is,  though  it  were  clothed  in  nerer 

what  thoy  please  with  constitutional  impunity ;  such  bland  and  civil  forms,  and  vnrapped  ap) 

but  the  others  camiot  even  listen  with  civility  as  a  poet  says,  in  a  thousand  *^  artful  folds  n 

to  an   invitation  from  them  to  an  ill-judged  sacred  law."    For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 

scheme  of  liberty,  without  forfeiting,  for  ever,  know  in  what  manner  to  shape  such  argo- 

all  hopes  cX  any  of  those  liberties  which  we  ments,  so  as  to  obtain  admission  for  them  into 
admit  to  be  sober  and  rational.  a  rational  understanding.     Every  thing  of  Ail 

It  is  known,  I  believe,  that  the  greater,  as  kind  is  to  be  reduced,  at  last,  to  direats  cf 
well  as  the  sounder  part  of  our  excluded  coun-  power. — I  cannot  say  vm  vietit,  and  thea 
tiymen,  have  not  adopted  the  wild  ideas,  and  throw  the  sword  into  the  scale.  I  have  no 
wilder  engagements,  which  have  been  held  out  sword  ;  and  if  I  had,  in  tfiis  case  most  ce^ 
to  them ;  but  have  rather  chosen  to  hope  smaU  tainly  I  would  not  use  it  as  a  make-wei^  is 
and  safe  concessions  from  the  legal  power,  dian     political  reasoning. 

boundless  objects  frcrni  trouble  and  c(»ifunon.  Observe,  on  these  principles,  die  diffidence 
This  mode  of  action  seems  to  me  to  mark  men  between  the  procedure  of  Uie  parliameitt  and 
of  sobriety ,  and  to  distinguish  diem  from  those  the  dissenters,  towards  the  people  in  qnestioD. 
who  are  intemperate,  from  circumstances  or  One  employs  courtship,  the  odier  force.  The 
from  nature.  But  why  do  diey  not  instandy  dissenters  offer  bribes,  the  pariiament  nodung 
disclaim  and  disavow  those  who  make  such  but  the  front  negatif  of  a  stem  and  forbiddiii| 
advances  to  them  ?  In  this  too,  in  my  <^in-  authority.  A  man  may  be  very  wrong  in  his 
ion,  they  shew  themselves  no  less  sober  and  ideas  of  what  is  good  for  him.  But  no  mao 
circumspect.  In  the  present  moment,  nodiing  affronts  me,  iior  can  therefore  justify  my  at 
dbort  of  insanity  could  induce  them  to  take  fronting  liira,  by  offering  to  make  me  as  happy 
such  a  step.  Pray  consider  the  circumstances,  as  himself,  according  to  his  own  idea  of  happt 
Disclaim,  says  somebody,  all  union  with  the  uess.  This  the  dissenters  do  to  the  CathoUes. 
dissenters ; — right — But,  when  this  your  in-  You  are  on  the  different  extremes.  The  dis- 
junction is  obeyed,  shall  I  obtain  the  object  senters  offer,  with  regard  to  conatitutiontl 
which  I  solicit  from  you  ? — Oh,  no,  nothing  rights  and  civil  advantages  of  all  sorts,  auery 
at  an  like  it ! — But,  in  punishing  us  by  an  ex-  tibn;— you  refuse  every  ihing.  With  them, 
chision  from  the  coostitution  throuf^  &  great    there  is  boondless,  though  not  vviy  mnni 


SIR  HERCULES  LANGRISHE,  M.  P.  79 

pB  ;  tems  of  afiiance,  from  the  diasenten,  lapplicate ;  since  the  principles  of  the  rerohi- 

m  a  reproBentatiop  of  the  comnxniSi  choeen  tion  coincide  with  the  declarations  of  the  great 

(t  of  dbe   people  by  the   head.      This  is  diarter ;  since  the  practice  of  the  revoluti(Hi, 

Murdiy     and    dangerously    large,    in    my  in  this  point,  did  not  contradict  its  principles ; 

pinion ;    and    that    scheme    oi  election    is  since,  from  that  event,  twenty-five  years  had 

Bown  to  havo  beoi,  at  all  times,  perfectly  elapsed,  before  a  domineering  par^,  on  a  party 

f&oas  to  me.    But  I  cannot  think  it  ridit  of  principle,  had  ventured  to  di^anchise,  with- 

mirae,  U>  punish  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  out  any  proof  whatsoever  of  abuse,  the  greater 

vj  an  miiYersal  ezdusicn,  t>ecause   others,  part  of  the  community;  since  the  king's  coro- 

R^om  you  would  not  punish  at  all,  propose  an  nation  oath  does  not  stand  in  his  way  to  the 

onnrenal  admission.    I  cannot  dissemble  to  peribrmance  of  his  duty  to  aU  his  subjects ;  since 

■fs^  that,  in  this  very  kingdom,  many  per-  you  have  given  to  all  other  dissenters  these 

■ana  who  are  not  in  the  situation  of  the  Irish  privileges  without  limit,  which  are  hitherto 

Gathatica,  but  who,  on  the  contrary,  enjoy  the  withheld  without  any  limitation  whatsoever, 

fidlbaiefitof&eoonstitutionasit  stands,  and  from  the  Catholics;  since  no  nation  in  the 

•one  of  whom,  from  the  effected  their  fortunes,  worid  has  ever  been  known  to  exclude  so 

eaioy  it  in  a  large  measure,  had  some  years  great  a  body  of  men  (not  bom  slaves)  from  the 

afjo  associated  to  procure  great  and  undefined  civil  state,  ind  all  the  benefits  of  its  constitution ; 

changes  (they  considered  them  as  reforms)  in  the  whole  questicm  comes  befcMre  parliament, 

the  popdar  part  of  the  constituti<».     Our  as  a  matter  for  its  prudence.    I  do  not  put  the 

friend  the  bite  Mr.   Flood  (no  slight  man)  thing  on  a  question  of  right.     That  discretion 

propised  in  his  place,  and  in  my  hearing,  a  which  in  judicature  is  well  said  by  lord  Coke 

lepesentation  not  much  less  extensive  than  to  be  a  crooked  cord,  in  legislature  is  a  goklen 

this,  for  England ;  in  which  every  house  was  rule.     Supplicants  ought  not  to  appear  too 

to  be  inhabited  by  a  voter — in  addUion  to  all  much  in  the  character  of  litigants.     If  the 

the  actual  votes  by  other  titles  (some  of  the  subject  thinks  so  highly  and  reverently  of  the 

e«rporate)  whidi  we  know  do  not  require  a  sovereign  authority,  as  not  to  claim  any  thing 

hoow,  or  a  shed.     Can  I  forget  that  a  person  of  right,  so  that  it  may  seem  to  be  independent 

of  tile  very  highest  rank,  of  very  large  fortune,  of  the  power  and  free  choice  of  its  government; 

ad  of  the  first  class  oi  ability,  brought  a  bill  and  if  the  sovereign,  on  his  part,  considers 

iolo  the  house  of  lords,  in  the  head  quarters  of  the  advantages  of  the  subjects  as  their  right, 

aristocracy,  containing  identically  the  same  and  all  their  reas(»iable  wishes  as  so  many 

pngect,  for  the  supposed  adoption  of  which  by  claims ;  in  the  fortunate  conjunction  of  these 

a  dub  or  two,  it  is  thought  right  to  extinguish  mutual  dispositions  are  laid  the  foundations  of 

al  hopes  in  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  ?  a  happy  and  prosperous  commonwealth.    For 

I  cannot  say  it  was  very  eagerly  embraced,  my  own  part,  desiring  cf  all  things  that  the 

or  very  warmly    pursued.     But   the    lords  authority  of  the  legislature  under  which  I  was 

neither  did  disavow  the  bill,  nor  treat  it  with  bom,  and  which  I  cherish,  not  only  with  a 

iBjr  dlMVgard,  nor  express  any  sort  of  disap-  dutifld  awe,  but  with  a  partial  and  cordial 

pnbatioo  of  its  noble  author,  who  has  never  affection,  to  be  maintained  in  the  utmost  pos- 

loet,  with  king  or  people,  the  least  degree  of  sibie  respect,  I  never  will  suffer  niyself  to 

the  m^iect  and  consideraticm  which  so  justly  suppose,  that,  at  the  bottom,  their  discretion 

Manga  to  him.  wUl  be  found  to  be  at  variance  with  their  justice. 

I  am  not  at  all  mamoured,  as  I  have  told  The  whde  being  at  discretion,  I  beg  leave 

joa,  with  this  plan  of  representation ;  as  little  just  to  suggest  some  matters  for  your  consid- 

do  I  relidi  any  bandings  or  associaticms  for  oration — ^Whether  the  government  in  church 

praeoring  it.    But  if  the  questi<«  was  to  bo  or  state  is  likely  to  be  more  secure  by  con^ 

pot  to  you  and  me-^univer«a2  popular  repre-  tinuing  causes  of  grounded  discontent,  to  a 

iwtation,  or  none  at  ail  for  us  and  ourt — we  very  great  number  (say  two  millions)  of  Ae 

riiooki  find   ourselves    in  a  very  awkward  subjects  ?  or.  Whether  the  constitution,  com- 

poaition.    I  do  not  like  this  kind  of  dilemmas,  bined  and  balanced  as  it  is,  will  be  rendered 

Mpecially  when  they  are  practical.  more  solid,  by  depriving  so  large  a  part  of  the 

Then,  aince  our  oUest  fundamental  laws  people  of  all  concern,  or  interest,  or  share,  m 

low,  or  rather  couple,  freehold  with  firan-  its  representation,  actual  or  virtual?  I  here 

iaa;  aince  no  principle  of  the  revolution  mean  to  lay  an  emphasis  on  the  word  wttio/. 

m^i,L  tfaeM  libertiaa ;  aince  tiie  oldest  of  one  Virtual  representation  is  that  in  which  there 

«f  Ifaa  best  Bwnumfmt#  of  the  constitution,  is  a  communion  of  interest,  and  a  sympathy 

ftr  the  Iridi  the  privilege  which  they  in  feelings  and  desires  between  those  who  act 
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in  the  name  of  any  description  of  people,  and  of  the  finindatioa  is  always  the  best  way  to 
the  peof^e  in  Ythoae  name  they  act,  diough  the  secure  the  building  ?      The  body  of  diflfian- 
trustees  are  not  actually   chosen  by  them,  chised  men  will  not  be  perfectly  satisfied  to 
This  is  virtual  representation.     Such  a  rep-  remain  always  in  that  state.     11  they  are  not 
resentation  I  think  to  be,  in  many  cases,  even  satisfied,  you  have  two  millions  of  subjects  in 
bettef  than  the  actual.    It' possesses  most  of  your  bosom,  full  of  uneasiness ;  not  that  the/ 
its  advantages,  and  is  free  from  many  of  its  cannot  overturn  the  act  of  settlement,  and  pot 
inccMiveniences ;  it  corrects  the  irregularities  themselves  and  you  under  an  aibitraiy  master, 
in  the  literal  representation,  when  the  shifting  or,  that  they  are  not  permitted  to  spawn  t 
current  of  human  affairs,  or  the  acting  of  hydra  cf  wild  republics,  cm  principles  of  t 
public  interests  in  different  ways,  carry  it  pretended  natural  e^ality  in  man ;  but,  be- 
obliquely  from  its  first  line  of  direction.     The  cause  you  will  not  suffer  them  to  enjoy  (be 
people  may  err  in  their  choice  ;  but  common  ancient,  fundamental,  tried  advantages  of  a 
interest  and  common    sentiment  are  rarely  British  constitution :  that  you  will  not  pomit 
mistaken.     But  this  sort  of  virtual  representa-  them  to  profit  of  the  protection  ofacoimnoa 
tion  cannot  have  a  long  or  sure  existence,  if  it  fiither,  or  the  freedom  of  common  citizem :  and 
has  not  a  subtratum    in  the  actual.      The  that  the  only  reason,  which  can  be  aissigBed 
member  must  have  some  relation  to  the  con-  for  this  cfisfitmchisement,  has  a  tendency  more 
stituent.    As  things  stand,  the  Catholic,  as  a  deeply  to  ulcerate  their  minds  than  the  act  of 
Catholic  and  beltmging  to  a  description,  has  exclusion  itself.    What  the  consequence  of 
no  mrtual  relation  to  Uie  representative  ;  but  such  feelings  mtist  be,  it  is  for  you  to  looklo. 
the  contrary .     There  is  a  relation  in  mutual  To  warn,  is  not  to  menace, 
obligation.    Gratitude  may  not  always  have         I  am  far  from  asserting,  that  men  wiQ  not 
a  very  lasting  power ;  but  the  frequent  recur-  excite  disturbances  without  just  cause.    I 
fence  of  an  application  for  favours  will  revive  know  that  such  an  assertion  is  not  true.    But, 
and  refresh  it,  and  will  necessarily  produce  neither  is  it  true  that  disturbances  have  never 
some  degree  of  mutual  attention.    It  will  pro-  just  complaints  fer  their  origin,    t  am  sure 
duce,  at  least,  aCSquaintmce.     The  several  that  it  is  hardly  prudent  to  furnish  t&em  wiA 
descriptions  of  people  will  not  be  kept  so  much  such  causeis  of  complaint,  as  every  man  wbo 
apart  as  they  now  are,  as  if  they  were  not  only  thinks  the  British  constitution  a  benefit,  may 
separate  nations,  but  separate  species.     The  think,  at  least  colourable  and  plausible, 
stigma  and  reproadi,  the  hideous  mask  will  be         Several  are  in  dread  of  the  mancBUvres  of 
taken  off*,  and  men  will  see  each  other  as  certain  persons  among  the  dissenters,  who 
they  are.     Sure  I  am,  that  there  have  been  turn  this  ill  humour  to  their  own  ill  purposeis. 
thousands  in  Ireland,  who  have  never  cotv-  You  know,  better  than  I  can,  how  much  these 
versed  with  a  Roman  Catholic  in  their  whole  proceedings  of  certain  among  the  dissenters 
lives,  unless  they  happened  to  talk  to  their  are  to  be  feared.    You  are  to  weigh,  with  the 
gardener's  workmen,   or  to  ask  their  way,  temper  which  is  natural  to  you,  whether  it 
when  they  had  lost  it,  in  their  sports  ;  or,  at  may  be  for  the  safety  of  oxut  establishment, 
best,  who  had  known  them  only  as  feotmen,  that  the  CathoIi(5s  should  be  ultimately  pei^ 
or  other  domestics,  of  the  second  and  third  suaded  that  they  have  no  hope  to  enter  into 
order ;  and  so  averse  were  they,  some  time  the  constitution,  but  through  the  dissenters, 
ago,  to  have  them  near  their  persons,  that  they         Think,  whether  this  he  the  way  to  prevent, 
would  not  employ  even  those  who  could  never  or  dissolve  factious  combination?  against  the 
find  their  way  beyond  the  stable.     I  well  church,  or  the  state.     Heffect  serioiTsly  on  the 
remember  a  great,  and  in  many  respects  a  possible  consequences  of  keeping,  rn  the  heart 
good  man,  who  advertised  for  a  blacksmith ;  of  your  country,  a  bank  of  discontent,  every 
but,  at  the  same  time,  added,  he  must  be  a  hour  accunoulating,  upon  which  evety  descrip- 
protestant.     It  is  impossible  that  such  a  state  tion  of  seditious  rnp-n  may  draw  at  pleasure, 
of  things,  though  natural  goodness  in  many  They,  whose  principles  of  faction  wiH  dispose 
persons  will  undoubtedly  make   exceptions,  them  to  tfie  establishrhent  of  an  arbitrary  mo- 
must  not  produce  alienation  on  one  side,  and  narchy,  will  find  a  nation  of  men  who  have  i» 
pride  and  insolence  on  the  other.  sort  of  interest  in  freedom ;  but  who  will  have 
Reduced  to  a  question  of  discretion,  and  that  an  interest  in  that  equality  of  justice  or  favour, 
discretion  exercised  solely  upon  what  will  ap-  with  which  a  wise  despot  must  view  all  his 
pear  best  for  the  conservation  of  the  state  on  subjects  who  do  not  attack  the  foundations  of 
its  present  basis,  I  should  recommend  it  to  his  power.    Loveof  liberty  itself  may,  in  sndi 
your  serious  thoughts,  whether  the  narrowing  men,  become  the  means  of  estabtishing  alt  ar* 
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doDunatioii.  On  die  other  hand,  they  temper  in  which  wmie  gentlemen  leem  inclined 
sh  for  a  democratic  republic,  will  find  to  throw  themselves,  hj  a  tort  of  high  indignant 
men  who  have  no  choice  between  civil  passion,  into  the  scheme,  those  points  would 
ie,  and  the  entire  ruin  of  a  mixed  coo-  not  be  deliberated  with  all  possible  cahnness. 
I*  Frmn  my  best  observation,  I  should  greatly 
>se  the  people  of  Ireland  divided  into  doubt,  whether,  in  the  end,  these  gentlemen 
Tts :  of  these  (I  speak  within  compass)  would  obtain  their  object,  so  as  to  make  the 
I  Cathdic.  Of  the  remaining  third,  exclusion  of  two  millions  of  their  countrymen 
is  composed  of  dissenters.  There  is  a  fundamental  article  in  the  union.  The  de- 
al union  between  those  descriptions,  mand  wouU  be  of  a  nature  quite  unprecedented. 
>e  produced.  If  the  two  parts  Catho-  Tou  mi^t  obtain  the  union :  and  yet  a  gen- 
iven  into  a  dose  confederacy  with  half  tleman  who,  under  the  new  union  establidi- 
l  part  of  protestants,  with  a  view  to  a  ment,  woukl  aspire  to  the  honour  of  represent- 
n  the  constitution  in  church  or  state,  ing  his  county,  might  possibly  be  as  much 
and  you  rest  the  whole  of  their  secu-  obliged,  as  he  may  fear  to  be,  under  the  oki 
a  handful  of  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  separate  establishment,  to  the  unsupportable 
pendants ;  compute  the  strength  you  mortification  of  asking  his  neighbours,  who 
Irdandf  to  expose  to  grounded  dis-  have  a  different  opinion  concerning  the  ele- 
to  capricious  innovation ;  to  blind  ments  in  ^  sacrament,  ibr  their  votes, 
fuiy,  and  to  ambitious  tuibulent  in-        I  believe,  nay,  I  am  sure,  that  the  people  of 

Great  Britain,  with  or  without  an  union,  might 

tieittioo  that  the  minds  of  some  gentle-  be  depended  upon,  in  cases  of  any  real  danger, 

a  good  deal  heated;  and  that  it  is  to  aid   the  government  of  Ireland,  with  the 

id,  that,  rather  than  submit  to  such  same  cordiality  as  they  would  support  their 

having  a  share  in  their  franchises,  own,  against  any  wicked  attempts  to  shake  the 

jU  throw  up  their  independence,  and  security  oi  the  happy  constitution  in  church 

;te  an  union  with  Great  Britain.     I  and  state.     But  beifore  Great  Britain  engages 

ird  a  discussi(Hi  concerning  such  an  in  any  quarrel,  the  caiue  qf  the  di$pute  would 

song  all  sorts  of  men  ever  since  I  re-  certainly  be  a  part  of  her  consideration.     If 

any  thing.    For  my  own  part,  I  have  confusions  should  arise  in  that  kingdom  from 

en  able  to  bring  my  mind  to  any  thing  too  steady  an  attachment  to  a  proscriptive  mo- 

I  decisive  upon  the  subject.     There  nopolizing  system,  and  from  the  rescJution  of 

e  a  more  arduous  question.    As  far  regarding  the  franchise,  and,  in  it  the  security 

fbnn  an  opinion,  it  would  not  be  for  of  the  sul^ect,  as  belonging  rather  to  religious 

jal  advantage  of  the  two  kingdoms,  opinions  than  to  civil  qualification  and  civil 

however,  more  able  than  I  am,  think  conduct,  I  doubt  whether  you  might  quite  cer- 

3.    But,  whatever  the  merits  of  this  tainly  reckon  on  obtaining  an  aid  offeree  from 

ly  be,  to  make  it  a  menace^  it  must  be  hence,  for  the  support  <^  that  system.     We 

be  an  evil ;  and  an  evil  more  parti-  might  extend  your  distractions  to  this  cmmtry, 

o  tfiose  indio  are  threatened  with  it,  by  taking  part  in  them.     England  will  be  in- 

lioae  who  hold  it  out  as  a  terrour.    I  disposed,  I  suspect,  to  send  an  army  for  the 

not  see  how  this  threat  of  an  union  conquest  of  Ireland.     What  was  done  in  1782 

ita,or  that  the  Catholics  are  more  likely  is  a  decisive  proof  of  her  sentiments  of  justice 

en  by  that  measure  than  the  church-  and  moderation.    She  will  not  be  fond  of  mak- 
ing another  American  war  in  Ireland.     The 

mnoiirsof  the  people,  and  of  politicians  principles  of  such  a  war  would  too  much  re- 

lo  variable  in  themselves,  and  are  so  semble  the  former  one.     The  well-disposed 

der  the  occasional  influence  of  some  and  the  ill-disposed  in  England,  would  (for 

Mn,  that  it  is  impossible  to  know  what  different  reasons  perhaps)  be  equally  averse  to 

palAic  mind  here  would  take  on  such  such  an   enterprise.     The  confiscations,  the 

,    There  is  but  one  thing  certain  con-  public  auctions,  the  private  grants,  the  planta- 

h.      Great  divisions  and  vehement  tions,  the  transplantations,  which  fbrmeriy  ani- 

would  precede  this  union,  both  on  the  mated  so  many  adventurers,  even  among  sober 

itaelf  and  on  its  terms ;  and  particu-  citizens,  to  such  Irish  expeditions,  and  which 

■  very  question  of  a  riiare  in  the  re-  possibly  might  have  animated  some  of  them  to 

tioo  for  the  Catholics,  fixMn  whence  the  American,  can  have  no  existence  in  the 

ct  of  an  union  originated,  would  form  case  that  we  suppose. 
^  part  in  the  discoMnon ;  and  in  the        Let  us  form  a  irappoaitioo  (no  fooUrf}  «r 
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ungrounded  supposition)  that  in  an  age,  when  leave  that  ddiberation  of  a    partiaiinWltfy 

men  are  infinitely  more  disposed  to  heat  Uiem-  diange  or  relbnn,  if  ever  you  sbould  thiidt  It 

selves  with  political  than  religious  controver-  to  engage  in  it,  uncom{dicated  and  uoembif* 

sies,  the  former  should  entirely  prevail,  as  we  rassed  with  the  other  question.     Whaeu,  f 

see  that  in  some  places  they  have  prevailed,  they  are  mixed  and  coi^ounded,  as  sone  pei^ 

over  the  latter ;  and  that  the  Catholics  of  Ire-  pie  attempt  to  mix  and  confound  them,  no  obb 

land,  from  the  courtship  paid  them  on  the  one  can  answer  for  the  effects  on  the  oonstituticB 

hand,  and  the  high  tone  of  refusal  on  the  other,  itself. 

should,  in  order  to  enter  into  all  the  rights  of  There  is  another  advantage  in  taking  op 
subjects,  all  become  protestant  dissenters ;  and  this  business,  singly,  and  by  an  andogeaai 
as  the  other  do,  take  all  your  oaths.     They  for  the  single  object.    It  is  that  you  may  pro- 
would  all  obtain  their  civil  objects;  and  the  ceed  by  degrees.    We  must  all  obey  the  greit 
change,  for  any  thing  I  know  to  the  ccmtrary,  law  oi  change.    It  is  the  most  powcrfbl  law 
(in  the  dark  as  I  am  about  the  protestant  dis-  of  nature,  aiMl  the  means  perhaps  of  its  oonser- 
senting  tenets)  might  be  of  use  to  the  health  vation.    All  we  can  do,  and  that  human  wis- 
q£  their  souls.    But,  what  security  our  con-  dom  can  do,  is  to  provide  that  the  change  titd 
stitution,  in  church  or  state,  could  derive  fimn  proceed  by  insensible  degrees.    This  has  iB 
that  event,  I  cannot  possibly  discern.     De-  die  benefits  which  may  be  in  change,  withoirt 
pend  upon  it,  it  is  as  true  as  nature  is  true,  any  of  the  inconveniences  of  mutation.    Eveqf 
that  if  you  force  them  out  of  the  religion  of  thing  is  provided  for  as  it  arrives.    Tins 
habit,  education,  or  opinion,  it  is  not  to  yours  mode  will,  on  the  one  hand,  prevent  the  w\fi»- 
they  will  ever  go.    Shaken  in  their  minds,  ing  old  interetU  at  once :  a  thing  which  is  apt 
they  wiU  go  to  that  where  the  dogmas  are  to  breed  a  black  and  sullen  discontent,  in  those 
fewest ;  where  they  are  the  most  uncertain ;  who  are  at  once  dispossessed  of  all  their  in- 
where  they  lead  them  the  least  to  a  considera^  fluence    and    consideration.      This    gradual 
lion  of  what  they  have  abandoned.     They  will  course,  on  tlie  other  side,  will  prevent  mM»t 
go  to  that  \inifomily  democratic  system,  to  long  under  depression,  fi'om  being  intoxicated 
whose  first  movements  they  owed  their  eman-  with  a  large  draught  of  new  power,  which  they 
cipation.    1  recommend  you  seriously  to  turn  always  abuse  with  a    licentious    insolence, 
this  in  your  mind.     Believe  that  it  requires  But  wishing,  as  I  do,  the  change  to  be  gnr 
your  best  and  maturest  thoughts.     Take  what  dual  and  cautious,  I  would,  in  my  first  stepSj 
course    you    please— union    or    no    imion ;  lean  rather  to  tho  side  of  enlargement  than 
whether  the  people  remain  C  athoiics  or  become  restriction . 

protestant  dissenters,  sure  it  is,  that  the  pre-  It  is  one  excellence  of  6ur  constitution,  that 

sent  state  of  monopdy  canTurf  continue.  all  our   rights  of  provincial  election  regaid 

If  England  were  animated,  as  I  think  she  is  rather  property  than  person.     It  is  another^ 

not,  with  her  former  spirit  of  dominaticm,  and  that  the  rights  which  approach  more  nearly  to 

with  the  strong  theok^cal  hatred  which  she  the  personal,  are  most  of  them  corporate,  and 

once  cherished  for  that  descripticm  of  her  suppose  a  restrained  and  strict  education  of 

follow-Christians  and  follow-subjects ;  I  am  yet  seven  years  in   some  useful  occupation.    In 

convinced,  that,  afler  the  fiillest  success  in  a  both  cases  the  practice  may  have  slid  from  the 

ruinous  struggle,   you  would  be  obliged  to  principle.     The  standard  of  qualification  hi 

abandon  that  monopoly.     We  were  obliged  to  both  cases  may  be  so  low,  or  not  so  judicious^ 

do  this,  even  when  every  thing  promised  sue-  chosen,  as  in  some  degree  to  frustrate  the  eoL 

cess  in  the  American  business.    If  you  shoukl  But  all  this  is  for  your  prudence  in  the  case 

make  this  experiment  at  last,  under  the  pres-  before  you.    You  may  rise,  a  step  or  two,  die 

sure  of  any  necessity,  you  never  can  do  it  well,  qualification  of  the  Catholic  voters.   But  if  yon 

But  if,  instead  of  falling  into  a  passion,  the  were,  to-morrow,  to  put  the  Catholic  freeholder 

leading  gentlemen  of  the  country  themselves  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favoured  forty-ahil- 

^oukl  undertake  the  business  cheerfiilly,  and  ling  protestant  dissenter,  you  know  that  sodi 

with  hearty  affection  towards  it,  great  advan-  is  the  actual  state  of  Ireland,  this  would  not 

tages  would  follow.    What  is  forced  cannot  be  make  a  sensible  alteration  in  almost  any  one 

modified ;  but  here  you  may  measure  your  election  in  the  kingdom.    The  effect  in  their 

concessions.  favour,  even  defensively,  would  be  infinite^ 

It  is  a  consideration  «f  great  moment,  that  slow.     But  it  would  be  healing;  it  would  be 

you  make  the  desired  admission  without  alter-  satisfactory    and    protecting.      The    stigma 

ing  the  system  of  your  representation  in  the  would  be  removed.     By  admitting  settled  per- 

■naflest  degree,  or  in  any  part.    You  may  manent  substance  in  lieu  of  the  ntnnbera,  you 
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VVQid  the  pmi  (knger  of  our  tim»,  that  EiifliA  pratestant  ooknuM  revolted.    They 

1 1^>  miqiber  tfainst  property.    The  joined  themaelves  to  France ;  and  it  to  hap- 

oug^  nerer  to  be  ne^ected ;  because  pened  that  popish  Canada  was  the  00I7  place 

wlut  is  due  to  them  as  men)  coUect-  which  preserved  its  6deli^ ;  the  only  place  in 

TBmkft  thoo^  not  individually,  they  have  great  which  France  got  no  footing ;  the  only  peopled 

fKipeity :  they  ought  to  have  therefore  protec-  colony  which  now  remains  to  Great  Britain, 

tkn:  thny  ougbt  to  have  security :  they  ought  Vain  are  all  the  prognostics  taken  from  ideas 

ts  have  even  consideration :  but  they  ought  not  and  passions,  which  survive  the  state  of  things 

to  predominate.  which  gave  rise  to  them.    "When  last  year 

My  de4r  sir,  I  have  nearly  done ;  I  meant  we    gave  a  popular    representati<m   to   the 

to  write  you  a  long  letter ;  I  have  written  a  same  Canada,  by  the  choice  of  the  landhdd- 

Issf  dissertation.    I  might  have  done  it  earlier  era,  and  an  aristocratic  representation,  at  the 

asd  better.    I  might  have  be«i  more  forcible  choice  of  the  crown,  neither  was  the  choice 

Md  nore  clear,  if  I  had  not  been  interrupted  of  the  crown,  nor  the  election  of  the  land* 

u  I  have  been ;  and  this  obliges  me  not  to  holders,  limited  by  a  consideration  of  religion, 

mrite  to  you  in  my  own  hand.     Though  my  We  had  no  dread  for  the  protestant  church, 

bni  b«t  signs  it,  my  heart  goes  with  what  I  which  we  settled  there,  because  we  permitted 

hate  written.    Since  X  could  think  at  all,  the  French  Cadiolics,  in  the  utmost  latitude 

^Miehave  been  my  thouf^.    You  know  that  of  the  description,  to  be  free  subjects.    They 

thirty-two  yeara  ago  they  were  as  friUy  matnr*  are  good  subjects,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  I  wffl 

«d  m  my  mind  as  they  are  now.    A  latter  of  not  aUow  that  any  French  Canadian  CsdioliQi 

mine  to  lord  Kenmare,  though  not  by  my  de-  are  bettor  men  or  betlsrcitiMns  than  the  Irish 

Bire,uidfullof  lesser  mistidces  has  been  printed  of  the  same  communion.     Passing  from  the 

in  Dublin.    It  was  written  ten  or  twelve  years  extremity  of  the  west,  to  the  extremity  almost 

HO,  &t  the  time  when  1  began  the  emplo}rment,  of  the  east;  I  have  been  many  years  (now 

v^iidil  have  not  yet  finid^ed,  in  favour  of  an-  entering  into  the  twelfth)  employed  in  sup- 

odier  distressed  people,  injured  by  those  who  porting  the  rights,  privileges,  laws  and  immu* 

We  Tsnquished  them,  or  stolen  a  dominion  nities,  of  a  very  remote  people.    I  have  not 

orertbem.    It  contained  my  sentiments  then ;  as  yet  been  able  to  finish  my  task.     I  have 

yoQ  win  see  how  &r  they  wxtxd  with  my  sen-  struggled  through  much  discouragement  and 

timents  now«    Time  has  more  and  more  con-  much    opposiii<»i ;    much    obloquy ;     much 

tinned  me  in  them  all.    The  present  circum-  calumny,  for  a  people  with  whom  I  have  no 

ituces  fix  them  deeper  in  my  mind.  tie,  but  the  common  bond  of  mankind.    In  this 

Irotedlastsession,  if  a  particular  vote  could  I  have  not  been  left  alone.    We  did  not  fly 

be  distinguished,  in  unanimity,  for  an  estab-  firom  our  undertaking  because  the  people  are 

Hahment  of  the  church  of  England  conjointly  mahometans    or    pagans,  and  that    a    great 

with  the  establishment  which  was  made  some  majority  of  the  Christians  among  them  are 

years  before  by  act  of  pariiament,  of  the  Ro-  papists.     Some  gentlemen  in  Ireland,  I  dare 

Ban  Catholic,  in  the  French  conquered  coun-  say,  have  good  reasons  for  what  they  may  do, 

try  of  Canada.     At  the  time  of  making  this  which  do  not  occur  to  me.     I  do  not  presume 

Engtidi  ecclesiastical  establishment,  we  did  to  condemn  them ;  but  thinking  and  acting  as 

not  think  it  necessary  for  its  safety,  to  destroy  I  have  done,  towards  these  remote  nations,  I 

tfie  ibrmer  Gallican  church  settlement.    In  our  diould  not  know  how  to  shew  my  face,  here 

fint  act  we  settled  a  government  altogether  or  in  Ireland,  if  I  should  say   diat  all  the 

nooardiica],  or  nearly  so.    In  that  system,  the  pagans,  all  the  mussulmen,  and  even  aU  the 

Ginadian  CathoKcs  were  &r  from  being  de-  papists  (since  they  must  form  the  highest  stage 

prived  of  the  advantages  or  distincticms,  of  any  in  the  climax  of  evil)  are  worthy  of  a  liberal 

tind,  which  they  enjoyed  under  their  former  and  honourable  condition,  except  those  of  one 

nooardiy.     It  is  true,  that  some  people,  and  of  the  descriptions,  which  forms  the  majority 

tmoDg  them  one  eminent  divine,  predicted  at  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  which  you 

that  time,  tfiat  by  this  step  we  should  lose  our  and  I  were  bom.    If  such  are  the  Cathc^cs 

Nonunions  in  America.    He  foretold  that  the  of  Ireland, — ill-natured  and  unjust  people,  from 

pope  would  send  his  indulgences  hither ;  that  our  own  data,  may  be  inclined  not  to  think 

4ke  Canadians  would  M  in  with  France;  betterof the  protestantsof  asoil,which  issup- 
voQld  dedare  independence,  and  draw  or  force     posed  to  infuse  into  its  sects  a  kind  of  venom 
cor  eolonies  into  the  same  design.     The  inde-     unknown  in  other  places, 
peodence  happened  according  to  his  prediction  ;         You  hated  the  old  system  as  early  as  I  did< 
^  in  dirtily  the   reverse  order.    All  our     Your  first  juvenile  lance  was  broken  against 
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tfiat  giant    I  tfaiidi  yoa  were  the  Bret  vibo  onceabteacfa  inany  ewentialpartof  it;  fe 

attacked  the  grim  phantom.    You  have  an  ez-  ruin  of  the  whole,  or  nearly  of  the  vdiole,  waa 

ceeding  good  understanding,  very  good  iiunxMr,  at  sorne  time  or  other,  a  certainty.    For  dn 

and  the  best  heart  in  the  wurld.    The  dictatee  ry;a«on  I  honour,  and  shall  for  ever  honour  au 

of  that  temper  and  that  heart,  as  well  as  the  love  you,  and  those  who  first  caused  it  to  staggec 

policy  pointed  out  by  that  understanding,  led  crack,  and  gape. — Othors  may  finiet ;  the  be 

you  to  abhor  the  dd  code.    You  abhorred  it,  ginners  have  the  glory ;  and,  take  wlu^  pir 

as  I  did,  for  its  vicious  periecticn.      For  I  you  please  at  diis  hour,  (I  think  you  will  talu 

must  do  it  justice :  it  was  a  comjJete  system,  the  best,)  your  first  services  will  never  be  hr 

full  of  coherence  and  consistency ;  well  digest-  gotten  by  a  grateful  country.    Adieu !  Preaent 

ed  and  well  composed  in  all  its  parts.    It  was  my  best  regards  to  those  I  know,  and  as  many 

a  machine  c^  wise  and  elaborate  contrivance ;  as  I  know  in  our  country,  I  h<xK>ur.    There 

and  as  well  fitted  for  the  oppression,  impove-  never  was  so  much  ability,  nor,  I  believe,  tit- 

rishment,  and  degradation  of  a  people,  and  the  tue,  in  it.     They  have  a  task  worthy  of  both, 

debasement,  in  them,  of  human  nature  its^,  1  doubt  not  they  will  perform  it,  for  the  staF 

as  ever  proceeded  firom  the  perverted  ingenuity  bility  <^  the  churdi  and  state,  and  for  the  mwtt 

of  man.    It  is  a  thing  humiliating  enou^,  that  and  the  separation  of  the  peofrfe :  for  the  onioB 

we  are  doubtfiil  of  the  effect  of  the  medicines  oi[  the  honest  and  peaceable  of  all  sects;  fir 

we  compound.    We  are  sure  of  our  poisons,  their  separation  from  aH  that  is  ilt4nteBtkwi 

My  opinion  ever  was  (in  whidi  I  heartily  and  seditious  in  any  of  them, 

agree  with  those  that  admired  the  old  code,)  Beaeon^fiMf  JamuBry  S,  179f . 
tiMt  it  was  so  eoartmcled,  that  if  there  waa 


HINTS 


fUl  A  MBllOmiAX.   TO  Bl!  I>l!I.ITBmi!I>  TO  M0F8IXUK  DX  M. 

EAHLT   PAST  OT   1791. 


Ths  king  my  master,  from  his  sincere  desire 
of  keeping  up  a  good  correspondence  with  his 
iboBt  Christian  majes^,  and  the  French 
itttioo,  has  fer  some  time  beheld,  widi  con- 
cern, the  c(Hiditi<m  into  which  that  sovereign 
^  nation  have  fallen. 

Notwithstanding  the  reality  and  the  warmth 
of  those  sentiments,  his  Britannic  majesty  has 
bitherto  forborne  in  any  manner  to  take  part 
in  their  affairs ;  in  hopes,  that  the  common 
interest  of  king  and  subjects  Would  render  all 
ptuties  sensible  of  the  necessity  oi[  settling 
^eir  government  and  their  freedom,  upoa 
principles  (/moderation;  as  the  only  means 
^  securing  permanence  to  bodi  these  bless- 
nigs,  as  weU  as  internal  and  external  tran- 
IQiOity,  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  to  all 
Europe. 

His  Britannia  majesty  finds,  to  his  great 
''cgret,  that  his  hopes  have  not  been  realized. 
He  finds,  that  confusions  and  disorders  have 
i&ther  increased  than  diminished,  and  that 
^7  DOW  threaten  to  proceed  to  dai^rous 
extremities. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  same  regard  to  a 
iteighbouring  sovereign  living  in  fiiendship 
»ith  Great  Britain,  the  same  spirit  of  good- " 
wiQ  tothe  kingdom  of  France,  the  same  regard 
to  the  tranquillity,  which  have  caused  him  to 
^ew,  with  concern,  the  growth  and  continu- 
ttce  of  the  present  disorders,  have  induced 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  interpose  his  good 
(offices  towards  a  reconcilement  of  those  un- 
''^ppy  differences.  This  his  majesty  does 
with  the  most  cordial  regard  to  the  good  of  all 
^ascriptions  ccmcerned,  and  with  the  most  per- 
fect sincerity,  wholly  removing  from  his  royal 
^lund)  all  memory  of  every  circumstance  which 
iBight  impede  him  in  the  execution  dfa  plan  of 
t>weyolence  which  he  has  so  mudi  at  heart. 


His  majesty,  having  always  Uiou^t  it  hifl 
greatest  glory,  that  he  rules  over  a  people, 
perfectly  and  solidly,  because  soberly,  r»> 
tionally,  and  legally  firee,  can  be  supposed  to 
proceed  in  offering  thus  his  royal  mediation, 
but  with  an  unaffected  desire  and  fiill  resoln^ 
tion,  to  ccmsider  the  settlmnent  of  a  free 
constitution  in  France,  as  the  very  basis  of 
any  agreement  between  the  sovereign  and 
diose  of  his  substance  who  are  unhappily  at 
variance  with  him ;  to  guarantee  it  to  them, 
if  it  should  be  desired,  in  the  most  sdemn  and 
authentic  manner,  and  to  do  all  that  in  him 
lies  to  procure  the  like  guarantee  from  other 
powers. 

His  Britannic  majes^,  ifl  the  same  manner, 
assures  the  most  Christian  king,  that  he 
knows  too  weU,  and  values  too  hi^ly,  what  is 
due  to  the  dignity  and  rights  of  crowned  heads, 
and  to  the  implied  friith  oif  treaties  which  have 
always  been  made  With  the  erovm  of  France, 
ever  to  listen  to  any  proposition  by  which  that 
monarchy  shall  be  despoiled  of  all  its  rights,  so 
essential  for  the  support  of  the  consideration 
of  the  prince,  and  the  conc<Md  and  welfare  </ 
the  people. 

If,  unfortunately,  a  due  attention  shouki  not 
be  paid  to  these  his  majesty's  benevolent  and 
neighbourly  offers,  or,  if  any  circumstances 
should  prevent  the  most  Christian  king  from 
acceding,  (as  his  majesty  has  no  doubt  he  is 
well  disposed  to  do)  to  this  healing  mediaticm  in 
frivour  of  himself  and  all  his  subjects,  his  ma- 
jesty has  commanded  me  to  take  leave  of  this 
court,  as  not  conceiving  it  suitable  to  the 
dignity  of  his  crown,  and  to  what  he  owes  to 
his  faithful  people,  any  longer  to  keep  a  puUic 
minister  at  the  court  of  a  sovereign  who  is  noi 
in  possession  of  his  own  liberty. 
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Ih  «U  our  trtiunctiomi  with  France,  and  at  soner,  by  a  deputation  of  the  pretended  ni 

•U  pariodii  we  have  treated  with  that  atate  on  assembly,  and  afterwards  suspended  bj 

the  footing  of  a  monarchy.    Monardiy  was  authority,  from  his  government.   Under  e 

eonaidered  in  all  the  external  relationa  of  that  notorious  constraint,  and  under  menai 

kingdom  with  every  power  in  Europe  aa  its  totaldeposition,behasbeencompenedto 

legS  and  constitutional  government,  and  that  what  they  call  a  constitution,  and  to  ac 

In  which  alone  its  federal  capacity  was  vested,  whatever  else  the  usurped  power,  whia 

It  is  not  yet  a  year  since  Monsieur  de  Mont-  him  in  confinement,  thinks  proper  to  im 

morin,  formally,  and  with  as  little  respect  as  His  next  brother,  who  had  fled  with  hi 

oan  be  imagined,  to  the  king,  and  to  all  crown-  his  third  brother,  who  had  fled  before  h 

ed  heads,  annouinoed  a  total  revolution  in  that  princes  of  his  blood,  who  remained  fait 

country.    He  has  iofonned  the  British  minis-  him,  and  the  flower  of  his  magistrac 

try,  that  its  firame  of  government  is  wholly  clergy,  and  his  nobility,  continue  in 

altered ;  that  he  is  one  di  the  ministers  of  the  countries,  protesting  against  all  acts  d< 

new  system ;  and  in  effect,  that  the  king  is  no  him  in  his  present  situaticm,  on  the  | 

longer  his  master  (nor  does  he  even  call  him  upon  whidi  he  had  himself  protested  i 

•uoi)  but  the  **Jr^  nf  th»  mhuaters/*  in  the  them  at  the  time  of  his  fli^t ;  with  thi 

new  system.  tion,  that  they  deny  his  very  c(ni^>eten 

The  second  notification  was  that  of  the  on  good  groimds  Uiey  may,)  to  abrog 

king's  acceptance  of  the  new  constitution ;  ac-  royalty,  or  the  ancient  constitutional  or 

oompanied  with  fan&ronades  in  the  modem  the  kingdom.    In  this  prote^they  are 

ityle  of  the  French  bureaus,  things  which  have  by  three  hundred  of  the  late  assemUj 

much  more  the  air  and  character  of  the  saucy  and  in  effect,  by  a  great  part  of  the  ! 

declamations  of  their  dubs,  than  the  tone  of  naticn.    The  new  government  (so  fiu* 

regular  office.  people  dare  to  disclose  their  sentiments] 

It  has  not  been  very  usual  to  notify  to  fo-  dained,  I  am  persuaded,  by  the  greate 

reign  courts,  any  thing  concerning  the  internal  her ;  who,  as  M.  de  la  Fayette  complai 

•nrangementa  of  any  state.    In  the  present  as  the  truth  is,  have  declined  to  take  an 

ease,  the  circumatanoe  of  these  two  notifica-  in  the  new  elections  to  the  national  asi 

tiona,  with  the  observations  with  which  they  either  as  candidates  or  electors. 

are  attended,  does  not  leave  it  in  the  dioice  In  this  state  of  things  (that  is  in  the 

of  die  sovereigns  of  Christendom  to  appear  a  divided  kingdom)  by  the  law  of  na 

ignorant  either  of  this  French  revolutioa,  or  Great  Britain,  like  every  other  power, 

(what  is  more  important)  of  its  principles.  to  take  any  part  she  pleases.    She  may  < 

We  know  that  very  soon  after  tiiis  manifesto  with  more  or  less  formality,  according 

ofMonsieurdeMontuMMin.  the  king  ofFrance,  discretion,  to  acknowledge  this  news 

in  whose  name  it  was  made,  found  himself  or  she  may  recognize  it  as  a  govemn 

obliged  to  fly,  with  his  whole  femily ;  leaving  /oefo,  setting  aside  all  discussion  of  its  < 

behind  him  a  declaration,  in  which  he  disavows  legality,  and  considering  the  ancient  um 

and  annuls  that  oonstitutioB,  as  having  been  as  at  an  end.    The  law  of  nations  lea 

the  effect  offeree  on  his  person  and  usurpati(xi  court  open  to  its  choice.    We  have  n< 

on  his  authority.    It  is  equally  notorious  that  ^ 

this  unfortunate  prince  was,  with  many  circum-  *  See  Vattell,  b.  ii.  c  4.  sect.  66.  and ! 

atanees  of  insult  and  outrage,  brought  back  pri-  18.  sect.  396. 
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^  hit  wluU  if  fixind  in  the  weU-tmdmntood  made  upon  reUgiom  gnMuidi,  in  which  a  ■pint 

folicf  «f  die  king  and  kingdom.  of  proselytism  raakea  an  essential  part. 

Tb»  dedaratian  of  a  new  $pecus  of  govern-        The  last  revohition  of  doctrine  and  tiieocy 

meat,  oa  new  principles,  (such  it  professes  which  has  happened  in  Europe,  is  the  refers 

ita^  to  be)  is  a  real  crisis  in  the  politics  of  mation.    It  is  not  for  my  purpose  to  take  any 

£urope.    The  conduct  which  prudence  ou^t  notice  here  of  the  merits  of  that  revoluticn,  but 

to  dictate  to  Great  Britain,  will  not  depend  to  state  one  only  of  its  effects. 
(as  hitherto  our  connection  or  quarrel  with         That  effect  was  to  introduce  other  mtereets 

other  states  has  for  some  time  depended)  upon  into  tdl  eountrieef  than  those  which  aroee  from 

merely  external  relations ;  but  in  a  great  mea^  their  locality  and  ntUural  dreumetaneee.    The 

■ore  also  upon  the  system  which  we  may  think  principle  of  the  refimnation  was  nich,  as  by 

it  ri^t  to  adopt  Hur  the  internal  goremment  of  its  essence,  could  not  be  local  or  confined  to 

our  own  country.  the  country  in  whidi  it  had  its  origin.    For 

If  it  be  our  policy  to  assimilate  our  governs  instance,  the  doctrine  of  "  Justificatiua  by 

BMQt  to  that  of  France,  we  ought  to  prepare  fiiith  or  by  works,"  whidi  was  the  original  basis 

for  this  change,  by  encouraging  the  schemes  of  the  reformation,  could  not  have  one  of  its 

cf  audiori^  established  there.    We  ought  to  alternatives  true  as  to  Germany,  and  fidse  as 

wink  at  the  captivi^  and  deposition  of  a  prince,  to  every  other  country.    Neither  are  que»- 

with  whom,  if  not  in  close  alliance,  we  were  tions  oi[  theoretic  truth  and  ftJsehood  governed 

n  frieodsriiip.    We  ou^t  to  fidl  in  with  the  by  circumstances  any  more  than  by  places. 

ideu  of  Moos.  Montmorii^s  circular  mani-  On    that  occasion,  therefore,  the  spirit  of 

feato ;  and  to  do  business  of  course  with  the  proselytism  expanded  itself  with  great  elastic 

fiiKtioBaries  who  act  under  the  new  power,  city  up<m  all  sides ;  and  great  divisions  wen 

bj  which  that  king,  to  whom  his  majes^s  every  where  the  result, 
nioister  has  been  sent  to  reside,  has  been  de-        These  divisions,  however,  in  appearance 

posed  and  im|nis<»ied.    On  that  idea  we  ought  merely  dogmatic,  soon  became  mixed  with  the 

•lio  to  withhold  all  sorts  of  direct  or  indirect  political ;  and  their  effects  were  rendered  much 

cmntenance  from  those  who  are  treating  in  more  intense  from  this  combination.    Europe 

Germany  for  the  re-estabUshment  citihe  Frendi  was  for  a  long  time  divided  into  two  great  &e- 

•onaidiy  and  the  ancient  orders  of  that  state,  tions,  under  ^e  name  of  Catholic  and  ProCee- 

Titis  conduct  is  suitable  to  this  policy,  tant,  which  not  only  often  alienated  state  from 

The  questicm  is,  whether  this  p(dicy  be  suit-  state,  but  also  divided    almost  every  state 

sble  to  Uie  interests  of  the  crown  and  qabjects  within  itself.    The  warm  parties  in  eadi  state 

ofOreat  Britain.    Let  us  therefore  a  little  were  more  affectionately  attached  to  those  of 

consider  the  true  nature  and  probable  effects  their  own  doctrinal  interests  in  some  other 

of  die  revoluti<m  which,  in  such  a  very  unusual  country  than  to  their  fellow-«itizens,  or  to 

numer,  has  been  twice  diplomatically  an-  their  natural  government,  when  they  or  either 

Booneed  to  his  majesty.  of  them  happened  to  be  of  a  different  persua- 

There  have  been  many  internal  revolutions  sion.    These  foctions,  wherever  they  prevails 

ia  the  government  of  countries,  both  as  to  per^  ed,  if  they  did  not  absolutely  destroy,  at  leaat 

Ions  and  forms,  in  which  the  neighbouring  weakened  and  distracted  the  locality  of  patri. 

ttates  have  had  little  or  no  concern.    What-  otism.     The  public  affections  came  to  have 

erer  the  government  might  be  with  respect  to  other  motives  and  odier  ties. 
ftose  persons  and  those  forms,  the  stationary         It  would  be  to  repeat  the  history  of  the  two 

bterests  of  the  nation  concerned,  have  most  last  centuries  to  exesaplify  the  effeoti  of  this 

commonly  influenced  the  new  government  in  rev<Jutiofi. 

the  same  manner  in  which  they  influenced  flie         Although  flie  principles  to  whk^  it  gave 

old;  and  the  revolution,  turning  on  matter  of  rise,  did  not  operate  with  a  peifoct  reguUurity 

beal  grievance  or  of  local  accommodation,  did  and  consistency,  they  never  whoUy  OMsed  to 

aot  extend  beyond  its  territory.  operate.    Few  wars   were   made,  and  few 

The  present  revolutum  in  France  seems  to  treaties  were  entered  into,  in  which  they  did 

M  to  be  quite  of  another  character  and  de-  not  come  in  for  some  part.    They  gave  a 

icription ;  and  to  bear  little  resetnblance  or  colour,  a  character,  and  direction  to  ai  the 

tnaiogy  to  any  of  those  whidi  have  been  politics  of  Europe. 

brought  about    in    Europe,  upon  principles         These  principles  of  internal,  as  well  as  sil> 

norely  poUtical.     Itiea  revolution  of  doctrine  temal  dirision  and  coalition,  are  but  jnrt  *— 

^  iheoretie  dogma.    It  has  a  much  greater  extinguished.    But  they  who  wiU  ex 

wsiMlilaace  to  those  changes  which  have  been  into  the  true  character  and  genius  «f 
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late  events,  must    be    satisfied    that  other  dogmas ;  or  if  any  thing  religioody  doctrioaJ 

sources  of  faction,  combining  parties  among  they  had  in  them  originally,  it  very  soon  (ii»- 

tfae  inhabitants  of  different  countries  into  one  appeared  ;  as  their  first  political  objects  disap- 

connection,   are  opened,  and  that  from  these  peared  also,  though  the  spirit  remained.  Tbej 

sources  are  likely  to  arise  effects  fuU  as  impor-  became  no  more  than  names  to  distingaisfa 

tant  as  those  which  had  formerly  arisen  from  factions ;  but  they  were  not  the  less  powerful 

the  jarring  interests  of  the  religious  sects,  in  their  operation,  when  they  had  no  direct 

The  intention  of  the  several  actors  in  the  point  oi  doctrine,  either  religious  or  civil,  to 

change  in  France,  is  not  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  assert.     For  a  long    time,  however,  those 

is  very  openly  professed.  fiu;tions  gave  no  snuJl  degree  of  influmce  to 

In  the  modem  world,  before  this  time,  there  the  foreign  chie&  in  every  commonwealth  in 

has  been  no  instance  of  this  spirit  of  general  which  they  existed.  Idonotmeantopursuefii> 

political  faction,  separated  from  religion,  per-  ther  the  track  of  these  parties.    I  allude  to  this 

vading    several    countries,    and    forming    a  part  of  the  history  only,  as  it  furnishes  an 

princif^e  of  union  between  the  partisans  in  instance  of  that  species  <^&ction  which  broke 

each.    But  the  thing  is  not  less  in  human  the  k>cality  of  public  affecticMis,  and  united 

nature.     The  ancient  world  has  furnished  a  descriptions  of  citizens  more  with  strangers 

strong  and  striking  instance  of  such  a  ground  than    with    their    countrymen    of   difiereal 

for  faction,  full  as  powerful  and  full  as  mis-  opinions. 

chievous  as  our  spirit  of  religious  system  had  The  political  dogma,  which  upon  the  new 
ever  been,  exciting  in  aQ  the  states  of  Greece  French  system,  is  to  unite  the  Actions  of  dif- 
(European  and  Asiatic)  the  most  violent  ani-  forent  nations,  is  this,  "  That  the  majority, 
roosities,  and  the  most  cruel  and  bloody  perse-  toM  by  the  head,  of  the  taxable  peo[de  in  every 
cutions  and  proscriptions.  These  ancient  country,  is  the  perpetual,  natural,  unceasing, 
&ctions  in  each  commonwealth  of  Greece,  indefeasible  sovereign;  that  this  majority  is 
connected  themselves  with  those  of  the  same  perfectly  master  of  the  form,  as  well  as  the 
description  in  some  other  states  ;  and  secret  administraticm  ofthe  state,  and  that  the  magis- 
eabals  and  public  alliances  were  carried  on  trates,  under  whatever  names  they  are  called, 
and  made,  not  upcHi  a  conformity  of  general  are  only  functionaries  to  obey  the  orders, 
political  interests,  but  for  the  support  and  (general  as  laws  or  particular  as  degrees) 
aggrandizement  of  the  two  leading  states  which  that  majority  may  make ;  that  this  is 
which  headed  the  aristocratic  and  democratic  the  only  natural  government ;  that  all  others 
factions.  For,  as  in  later  times,  the  king  of  are  tyranny  and  usurpati<»i." 
Spain  was  at  tfie  head  of  a  Catholic,  and  the  In  order  to  reduce  this  dogma  into  practice, 
king  of  Sweden  of  a  Protestant  interest,  the  republicans  in  France,  and  their  associates 
France,  (though  Catholic,  acting  subordi-  in  other  countries,  make  it  always  their  busi- 
nately  to  the  latter,)  in  the  like  manner  the  ness,  and  often  their  public  profession,  to  de- 
Lacedemonians  were  every  where  at  the  head  stroy  all  traces  of  ancient  estaUishments,  and 
ofthe  aristocratic  interests,  and  the  Athenians  to  form  a  new  comm(mwealth  in  each  country, 
of  the  democratic.  The  two  leading  powers  upon  the  basis  of  the  French  Rights  of  Men, 
-kept  alive  a  constant  cabal  and  conspiracy  in  On  the  principle  of  these  rights,  they  mean  to 
every  state,  and  the  political  dogmas  concern-  institute  in  every  country,  and  as  it  were,  the 
ing  the  constitution  of  a  republic,  were  the  germ  of  the  whde,  parochial  governments,  for 
^eat  instruments  by  which  the  leading  states  the  purpose  of  what  they  call  equal  represoata- 
chose  to  aggrandize  themselves.  Their  choice  tion.  From  them  is  to  grow,  by  some  media, 
was  not  unwise ;  because  the  interest  in  a  general  council  and  representative  of  all  the 
opinicms  (merely  as  opinions,  and  without  parochial  governments.  In  that  representa- 
any  experimental  reference  to  their  effects)  tive  is  to  be  vested  the  whole  national  power ; 
when  once  they  take  strong  hold  of  the  mind,  totally  abolishing  hereditary  name  and  office, 
become  the  most  operative  of  aU  interests,  and  levelling  all  conditions  of  men,  (except  where 
indeed  very  often  supersede  every  other.  money  mu^  make  a  difference,)  breaking  all 
I  might  fUrther  exemplify  the  possibility  of  connection  between  territory  and  dignity,  and 
a  political  sentiment  running  through  various  abolishing  every  species  c^  nobility,  gentry, 
states  and  combining  factions  in  diem,  from  and  church  establishments ;  all  their  priests, 
the  history  of  the  middle  ages  in  the  Guelfi,  and  all  their  magistrates  being  only  creatures 
and  Ghibellines.  These  were  political  &o-  (Selection  and  pensioners  at  wiQ. 
tkoM  originally  in  fiivour  of  the  emperour  Knowing  how  opposite  a  permanent  landed 
•ad  the  pope,  with  no  mixtare  of  religiom  interest  is  to  that  scjieme,  they  have  re^qlvadi 
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8  the  great  drift  of  all  their  regulaticms,  and  men  oileitent  (hitherto  generally  thought 

ce  that  description  of  men  to  a  mere  the  peaceable  and  even  timid  part  of  society,) 

jf  for  the  sustenance  of  the  towns,  and  are  the  chief  actors  in  the  French  revolution. 

the  true  effective  government  in  cities,  But  the  fact  is,  that  as  money  increases  and 

le  tradesmen,  bankers,  and  voluntary  circulates,  and  as  the  circulation  of  news,  in 

told,  presuming  young  persons ;  advo-  politics,  and  letters,  becomes  more  and  more 

omies,  notaries,  managers  of  newspa-  diflused,  the  persons  who  diffuse  this  nxmey, 

those  cabals  of  literary  men,  called  and  this  intelligence,  become  more  and  mora 

s.    Their  republic  is  to  have  a  first  important.     This  was  not  long  undiscovered. 

ry,  (as  they  call  him,)  under  the  name  Views  of  ambition  were  in  France,  for  the 

r  not,  as  they  think  fit.     This  officer,  first  time,  presented  to  these  classes  of  men. 

h  an  officer  is  permitted,  is  however,  Objects  in  the  state,  in  the  army,  in  the  system 

.  &ct  nor  name,  to  be  considered  as  of  civil  officers  of  every  kind.     Their  eyes 

,  nor  the  people  as  his  subjects.    The  were  dazzled  with  this  new  prospect.     They 

3f  these  appellations  is  offensive  to  were,  as  it  were,  electrified  and  made  to  lose 

the  natural  spirit  of  their  situation.    A  bribe, 

astern,  as  it  has  first  been  realized  great  without  example  in  the  histiMry  of  the 

.lly  as  well  as  practically,  in  France,  workl,  was  held  out  to  them — the  whole  gov- 

ince  the  natural  head  of  all  factions  emment  of  a  very  large  kingd<Hn. 

I  a  similar  principle,  wherever  they  There  are  several  who  are  persuaded  that 
lil,  as  much  as  Athens  was  the  head  the  same  thing  cannot  happen  in  England,  be- 
;d  ally  of  all  democratic  factions,  cause  here,  (they  say)  the  occupation  of  mei^ 
they  existed.    The  other  system  has  chants,  tradesmen,  and  manufacturers,  are  not 

held  as  degrading  situaticms.    I  once  thought 

ystem  has  very  many  partisans  in  that  the  low  estimation  in  which  commerce 

ntry  in  Europe,  but  particularly  in  was  held  in  France,  might  be  reckoned  among 

where  they  are  already  formed  into  the  causes  d*  the  late  revolution ;  and  I  am  stiU 

>mprehending  most  of  the  dissenters  of  opinion,  that  the  exclusive  spirit  of  the 

ee  leading  den(»ninations ;  to  these  French  nobility,  did  irritate  the  wealthy  of 

y  aggregated  all  who  are  dissenters  other  classes.    But  I  found  Icmg  since,  that 

ter,  temper,  and  disposition,  though  pers<Mis  in  trade  and  business  were  by  no 

ging  to  any  of  their  congregations —  means  despised  in  France  in  the  manner  I  had 

U  the  restless  people  who  resemble  been  taught  to  believe.    As  to  men  of  letters, 

U  ranks  and  all  parties. — Whigs,  and  they  were  so  far  from  being  despised  or  ne- 

iea — ^the  whole  race  of  half-bred  spe-  glected,  that  there  was  no  country  perhaps  in 

—all  the  Atheists,  Deists,  and  Soci-  3ie  universe,  in  which  they  were  so  highly 

II  those  who  hate  the  clergy,  and  esteemed,  courted,  caressed,  and  even  feared ; 
nobility,-— a  good  many  among  the  tradesmen  naturally  were  not  so  much  sou^t 
iople  ;^-the  East  Indians  almost  to  a  in  society  (as  not  furnishing  so  largely  to  the 
cannot  bear  to  find  that  their  present  fund  of  conversati(»i  as  they  do  to  the  revenues 
e  does  not  bear  a  proportion  to  their  of  the  state)  but  the  latter  descripticm  got  fi>r<- 
These  latter  have  united  themselves  ward  every  day.  M.  Bailly,  who  made  him- 
;reat,  and  in  my  opinion,  formidable  self  the  popular  mayor  on  die  rebdlion  o£  the 
hicfa,  though  now  quiet,  may  be  Bastile,  anid  is  a  principal  actor  in  the  reT(Jt, 
ito  action  with  considerable  unani-  before  the  change  possessed  a  pension  or  office 
force.  under  the  crown,  of  six  hundred  pound  £n- 
iy  few,  except  the  ambitious  great,  glish,  a  year;  for  that  country,  no  contemptible 
perate  and  indigent,  were  to  be  feared  provision :  and  this  he  obtained  solely  as  a 
lents  in  revolutions.  What  has  hap-  man  of  letters,  and  on  no  other  title.  As  to 
France  teaches  us,  with  many  other  the  monied  men — ^whilst  the  monarchy  contin- 
It  there  are  more  causes  than  have  ued,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  merely  as  such, 
'  been  taken  into  our  c(xisiderati<»i,  they  did  not  enjoy  the  privileges  of  nobility, 
government  may  be  subverted.  The  but  nobility  was  of  so  easy  an  acquisition,  that 
MO,  merchants,  principal  tradesmen,  it  was  the  fault  or  neglect  of  all  of  that  descrip- 
tion, who  did  not  obtain  its  privileges,  for  their 

laXlj  called  the  Bengal  club,  but  since  Uygg  ^t  least,  in  virtue  of  office.    It  attached 

•^                      •  multitude  of  places,  real  and  nominaii  mfX 
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> ;  and  toeh  nobility  were  m  ca-  ht  greater  nosyber.    There  tan  drirty  of  AM 

pable  of  erery  thing  ai  their  degree  of  influence  in  Paris  alone.    The  kunguage  diffiMt  Ihrti 

or  intneats  cooki  make  them,  that  ia,  as  nobi-  more  widely  than  the  En^hii,tfao«i^th«Eagb 

Kty  of  no  considerable  rank  or  consequence,  lish  too  are  much  read.     The  writers  oftiiese 

M.  Necker,  so  far  from  being  a  French  gen-  papers  indeed,  for  the  greater  part,  are  either 

tleman,  was  not  so  much  as  a  Frendiman  bom,  unknown  or  in  contempt,  but  they  are  like  a 

and  yet  we  all  know  the  rank  in  which  he  stood  battery  in  Vrhich  the  strc^e  of  any  one  ball 

on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  states.  produces  no  great  eflfect,  but  the  amoont  of 

As  to  the  mere  matter  of  estimation  of  the  continual  repetition  is  decisire.     Let  as  otij 

mercantile  or  any  other  class,  thin  is  regulated  suffer  any  person  to  tell  us  his  story,  morning 

by  opinion  and  prejudice.    In  England  a  se-  and  evening,  but  for  one  twelve-month,  and  he 

onrity  against  the  envy  of  men  in  these  classes,  will  become  our  master. 

is  not  so  very  complete  as  we  may  imagine.  All  those  countries  in  which  several  states 

We  must  not  impose  upon  ourselves.    What  are  comprehended,  under  some  general  geo- 

institutions  and  manners  together  had  done  in  graphical  description,  and  loosely  united  by 

France,  manners  alone  do  here.    It  is  the  s(Hne  federal  constitution ;  countries  of  which 

natural  operation  of  things  where  there  exists  the  members  are  small,  and  greatly  diversified 

a  crown,  a  court,  splendid  orders  of  knight-  in  their  forms  of  govemment,  and  in  the  titles 

hood,  and  an  hereditary  nobility ; — where  there  by  which  they  are  held — ^these  countries,  as  it 

exists  a  fixed,  permanent,  landed  gentry,  con-  might  be  well    expected,  are    the  principle 

timied  in  greatness  and  opulence  by  the  law  of  objects  of  their  hopes  and  machinations.    Of 

primogeniture,  and  by  a  protection  given  to  these,  the  chief  are  Germany  and  Switzeriand: 

fiimily    setdements ; — where  there  exists    a  after  them,  Italy  has  its  place  as  in  circum- 

standing  army  and  navy ;  where  there  exists  a  stances  somewhat  similar, 

churdi  establishment,  which  bestows  on  learn-  As  to  Germany,  (in  which,  frcnn  their  re- 

ing  and  parts  an  interest  combined  with  that  lation  to  the  emperour,  I  comprehend   the 

of  religion  and  the  state ; — in  a  country  where  Belgic  provinces)  it  appears  to  me  to  be  from 

■uch  things  exist,  wealth,  new  in  its  acquisi-  several  circumstances,  internal  and  external, 

tion,  and  precarious  in  its  duration,  can  never  in  a  very  critical  situation,  and  the  laws  and 

rank  first,  or  even  near  the  first;   though  liberties  (^ the  empire  are  by  no  means  secure 

wealth  has  its  naturd  weight,  further,  than  as  from  the  contagiqn  of  the  French  doctrines 

it  is  balanced  and  even  preponderated  among  and  the  effect  of  French  intrigues ;  or  fit)m 

us  as  among  other  nations,  by  artificial  insti-  the  use  which  two  of  the  greater  German 

tutions  and  opinions  growing  out  of  them.    At  powers  may  make  of  a  general  derangement, 

no  period  in  the  history  of  England  have  so  to  the  general  detriment.    I  do  not  say  that 

few  peers  been  taken  out  of  trade  or  firom  the  French  do  not  mean  to  bestow  on  these 

fiunilies  newly  created  by  commerce.    In  no  German  states,  liberties  and  laws  too,  after 

period  has  so  small  a  number  of  noble  ftmilies  their  mode  ;    but  those  are  not  what  have 

altered  into  the  counting-house.    I  can  call  to  hitherto  been  understood  as    the   laws   and 

mind  but  one  in  all  England,  and  his  is  of  near  liberties  ci  the  empire.    These  exist  and  have 

fifty  years  standing.    Be  that  as  it  may,  it  always  existed  under  the  principles  of  feodal 

appears  plain  to  me  fi'om  my  best  observation,  tenure  and  succession,  under  imperial  consti- 

^t  envy  and  ambition  may  by  art,  manage-  tutions,  grants  and  concessions  of  sovereigns, 

ment  and  dispositidn,  be  as  much  excited  family  compacts  and  public  treaties,  node 

among  these  descriptions  of  men  in  England,  under  the  sanction,  and  some  of  them  gua- 

aa  in  any  odier  country;  and  that  they  are  ranteed  by  the  sovereign  powers  of  other 

just  as  capable  of  acting  a  part  in  any  great  nations,  and  particularly  the  old  govemment 

diange.  of  France,  the  author  and  natural  support  of 

Wliat  directions  the  French  spirit  of  pros&>  the  treaty  of  Westphalia, 

lytism  is  likely  to  take,  and  in  what  (Mrder  it  is  In  short,  the  Germanic  body  is  a  vast  mass 

likely  to  prevail  in  the  several  parts  of  Europe,  (^heterogeneous  states,  held  together  by  that 

it  is  not  easy  to  determine.    The  seeds  are  heterogeneous  body  of  old  principles  which 

■own  almost  every  where,  chiefly  by  news-  finrmed  the  public  law  positive  and  doctrinal, 

paper  circulati(Mi,  infinitely  m<ne  efficacious  The  modem  laws  and  liberties  which  the  new 

and  extensive  than  ever  they  were.    And  they  power  in  France  proposed  to  introduce  into 

lure  a  more  impcMrtant  instrum^it  than  generally  Germany,  and  to  suppcMl  with  all  its  force,  of 

k  imagined.    They  are  a  part  of  the  reading  intrigue  and  of  arms,  is  of  a  very  different 

ofill,  &ey  are  the  whole  of  the  reading  of  the  nature,  utterly  irreconcileable  with  the  first. 
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wd  iodaed  fimduiMiitallj  the  rererae  of  it :  I     in  a  reciprocal  reduction,  that  is,  if  they  ooom 

mean  th$  righU  and  lUfertiea  of  the  many     to  think  that  they  are  more  likely  to  be  en- 

tbe  dnii  de  Vhomme*    That  this  doctrine  has     riched  by  a  division  of  spoil,  than  to  be  ren- 

made  an  amaaing  progress  in  Germany,  there     dered  secure  by  keeping  to  the  old  policy  of 

cuoot  be  a  shadow  of  doubt.     They  are     preventing  others  firom  ^ing  spoiled  by  either 

iufiicted  by  it  ak)og  the  whole  course  of  the     of  them,  from  that  moment  the  liberties  of 

Bhine,  the  Mease,  the  Moselle,  and  in  the     Germany  are  no  more. 

gnater  part  of  Suabia  and  Franconia.    It  is        That  a  jimction  of  two  in  such  a  scheme  is 

pirticularly  prevalent  among  all    the  lower     neither  impossible  nor  improbable,  is  evident 

people,  churchmen  and  laity,  in  the  dominions     from  the  partition  of  Poland  in  177S,  which 

of  tbe  ecclesiastical  electors.    It  is  not  easy     was  effected  by  such  a  juncticm  as  made  the 

to  find  or  to  conceive  governments  more  mild     interposition  df  other  nations  to  prevent  it,  not 

lod  indulgent  than  these  church  sovereignties;     easy.     Their  circumstances  at  that  time  hin- 

bat  government  is  as  nothing  when  the  rights    dered  any  other  three  states,  or  indeed  any 

of  wan.  take  possession  <^  the  mind.    Indeed     two,  from  taking  measures  in  common  to  pre- 

tfae  loose  rein  held  over  the  people  in  these     vent  it,  though  France  was  at  that  time  an 

{KOTioces,  must  be  considered  as  one  cause  of     existing  power,  and  had  not  yet  learned  to  act 

the  frcflity  with  which  they  lend  themselves  to     upon  a  system  of  politics  of  her  own  invention. 

uy  schemes  of  innovation,  by  inducing  them     The  geographicid  positicm  of  Poland  was  a 

to  think  lig^dy  of  their^ovemments,  and  to     great  obstacle  to  any  movements  (^  France  in 

judge  ofgrievances  not  by  feeling,  but  by  ima-     opposition  to  this,  at  that  time,  unparalleled 

{ination.  league.     To  my  certain  knowledge,  if  Great 

It  is  in  these    electorates    that  the  first     Britain  had  at  thai  time  been  wilUng  to  con- 
impressions  <^  France  are  likely  to  be  made,     cur  in  preventing  the  execution  of  a  project  so 
ud  if  they  succeed,  it  is  over  with  the  Ger-     dangerous  in  the  example,  even  exhausted  as 
nonic  body  as  it  stands  at  present.    A  great     France  then  was  by  the  preceding  war,  and 
rerolution  is  preparing  in  Germany ;  and  a     under  a  lazy  and  unenterprising  prince,  she 
KTolttticn,  in  my  (pinion,  likely  to  be  more     would  have  at  every  risk  taken  an  active  part 
decisive  upon  the  general  &te  of  nations  than     in  this  business.     But  a  languor  with  regard 
Franoe  itself;  other  than  as  in  France  is  to     to  so  remote  an  interest,  and  die  princifdes  and 
belbund  the  source  ofall  the  principles  which  are     passions  which  were  then  strongly  at  work  at 
in  any  way  likely  to  distinguish  the  troubles     home,  were  the  causes  why  Great  Britain  would 
and  coQvidsions  of  our  age.    If  Europe  does     not  give  France  any  encouragement  in  such  an 
not  conceive  the  independence,  and  the  equi-     enterprise.    At  that  time,  however,  and  with 
librium  of  the  empire  to  be  in  the  very  esaence     regard  to  that  object,  in  my  opinion.  Great 
of  the  f^stem  of  balanced  power  in  Europe,     Britain  and  France  had  a  common  interest, 
and  if  the  scheme  of  public  law,  or  mass  of         But  the  position  of  Germany  is  not  like  that 
laws,  upcm  which  that  independence  and  equi-     of  Poland,  with  regard  to  France,  either  &r 
librium  are  founded,  be  of  no  lecuiing  c<Hise-     good  or  for  evil.    If  a  conjunction  between 
qnence  as  they  are  preserved  or  destroyed,  all     Prussia  and  the  emperour  should  be  formed 
die  politics  of  Europe  for  moare  than  two    for  the  purpose  of  secularizing  and  rendering 
craituries  have  been  miserably  erroneous.  hereditary  the  ecclesiastical  electorates  and  the 

If  the  two  great  leading  powers  of  Germany  bishopric  of  Munster,  for  settling  two  of  them 
do  not  regard  this  danger  (as  apparently  they  on  the  diildren  of  the  emperour,  and  uniting 
do  not,)  in  the  lif^t  in  whkh  it  {Mresents  itsetf  Cologne  and  Munster  to  the  dominions  <^  the 
fo  natnurally,  it  is  because  they  are  powers  too  king  of  Prussia  cm  the  Rhine,  or  if  any  otheir 
great  to  have  a  social  interest.  That  sort  of  prefect  of  mutual  aggrandizement  should  be  in 
interest  bekmgs  only  to  iboaet  whose  state  of  prospect,  and  that  to  &cilitate  such  a  scheme, 
weakness  or  mediocri^  is  such,  as  to  give  the  modem  French  should  be  permitted  and 
diem  greater  cause  of  apprehension  from  what  encouraged  to  shake  the  internal  and  external 
nay  destroy  them,  than  of  hope  from  any  thing  security  of  these  ecclesiastical  electorates, 
by  which  they  may  be  aggrandized.  Great  Britain  is  so  situated  that  she  could 

As  long  as  theee  two  princes  are  at  van-  not  with  any  effect  set  herself  in  opposition  to 
aace,  so  long  the  liberties  of  Germany  are  safe,  such  a  design.  Her  principal  arm,  her  um^ 
But  if  erer  they  should  so  fiur  imderstand  one  rine,  couki  here  be  of  no  sort  of  use. 
another  as  to  be  persuaded  that  they  have  a  France,  the  author  of  the  treaty  of  West^ 
Bon  direot  and  more  certainly  d^ned  interest  phalia,  is  the  natural  guardian  of  the  indqpeap 
ia»fropofftiQB«daMitiMdagfrandizemeDtth«n    dence  and  balance  of  Germany.  Great  Britai|i 
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(to  say  nothing  of  the  king's  omcem  as  one  it  was  by  exciting  sedition  and  ^f^reading : 
of  that  august  body,)  has  a  serious  interest  in  sacre  and  desolation  through  these  uv&ttxaaiit 
{nreserving  it;  but,  except  through  the  power  places,  and  then  under  an  idea  of  kindness  idl 
of  France,  acting  upon  the  common  old  prin-  protection,  bringing  forward  an  antiquated  tidi 
^pUs  of  state  policy  j  in  the  case  we  have  sup-  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  annexing  Afig- 
posed,  she  has  no  sort  of  means  of  supporting  non  and  the  two  cities  of  the  Comtat  with  thor 
that  interest.    It  is  always  the  interest  of  territory  to  the  French  republic.    TheyhtTi' 
Great  Britain  that  the  power  of  France  should  made  an  attempt  on  Geneva,  in  whidi  they 
be  kept  within  the  bounds  of  moderation.    It  very  narrowly  failed  of  success.    It  is  knoim 
is  not  her  interest  that  that  power  should  be  that  they  hold  out  from  time  to  time  the  idea 
wholly  annihilated  in  the  system  of  Europe,  of  uniting  all  the   other  provinces  of  whidi 
Though  at  one  time  through  France  the  inde-  Gaul  was  anciently  composed,  including  Saroj 
pendence  of  Europe  was  endangered,  it  is  ana  on  the  other  side,  and  on  this  side  bounding 
ever  was  through  her  alone  that  the  common  themselves  by  the  Rhine, 
liberty  ofGermany  can  be  secured  against  the  As  to  Switzerland,  it  is  a  country  wbose 
single  or  the  combined  ambition  of  any  other  long  union,  rather  than  its  possiUe  division,  if 
power.    In  truth,  within  this  century  the  ag-  the  matter  of  wonder.    Here  I  know  they  oh 
grandizement  of  other  sovereign  houses  has  tertain  very  sanguine  hopes.     Tfaeaggr^sdea 
been  such  that  there  has  been  a  great  change  to  France  of  the  democratic  Swiss  republksi|K 
in  the  whole  state  of  E  urope ,  and  other  nations  pears  to  them  to  be  a  work  half  done  by  their  veiy 
as  well  as  France  may  become  objects  c^  jea-  form ;  and  it  might  seem  to  them  ra^er  an  iD> 
lousy  and  apprehensioti.  crease  of  importance  to  these  little  comiiKii^ 
In  this  state  of  things,  a  new  principle  of  wealths,  than  a  derogation  from  their  indepea- ' 
alliances  and  wars  is  opened.     The  treaty  of  dency,  or  a  change  in  the   manner  of  thek 
Westphalia  is,  with  France,  an  antiquated  government.     Upon  any  quarrel  among  the 
fable.     The  rights  and  liberties  she  was  bound  cantons,  nothing  is  dknto  likely  than  sudi  u 
Xo  maintain  are  now  a  system  of  wrong  and  event.    As  to  the  aristocratic  republics,  die 
tyranny  which  she  is  bound  to  destroy.    Her  general  clamour  and  hatred  which  the  French 
good  and  ill  dispositions  are  shewn  by  the  excite  against  the  very  name,  (and  widi  more 
same  means.     To  communicate  peaceably  the  facility  and  success  dian  against  monardis,) 
rights  of  men  is  the  true  mode  of  her  shewing  and  the  utter  impossibility  (^  their  government 
her  friendship ;  to  force  sovereigns  to  submit  making  any  scnrt  of  resistance  against  an  in- 
to those  rights  is  her  mode  of  hostility.    So  surrecticxi,  where  they  have  no  troops,  and  the 
that  either  as  friend  or  foe  her  whole  scheme  people  are  all  armed  and  trained,  render  their 
has  been  and  is,  to  throw  the  empire  into  con-  hopes  in  that  quarter,  &r  indeed  from  unfound- 
fusion :  and  those  statesmen,  who  follow  the  ed.    It  is  certain  that  the  republic  oi  Berne 
old  routine  of  politics,  may  see  in  this  general  thinks  itself  obliged  to  a  vigilance  next  to  hoA* 
confusion,   and  in  the  danger  of  the  lesser  tile,  and  to  imprison  or  expel  all  the  French 
princes,  an  occasion  as  protectors  or  enemies,  whom  it  finds  in  its  territories.    But  indeed 
of  connecting  their  territories  to  one  or  the  those  aristocracies  which  comprehend  wfaat- 
other  of  the  tivo  great  German  powers.     They  ever  is  considerable,  wealthy,  aind  valuable  in 
do  not  take  into  consideration  that  the  means  Switzerland,  do  now  so  wholly  depend  upon 
which  they  encourage,  as  leading  to  the  event  opinion,  and  the  humour  dt  their  muhitiide, 
they  desire,  will  with  certainty  not  only  ravage  that  the  lightest  puff  of  wind  is  sufficient  to 
and  destroy  the  empire,  but  if  they  should  for  blow  them  down.    If  France,  under  its  ancient 
a  moment  seem  to  aggrandize  the  two  great  regimen,  and  upMi  the  ancient  princifdes  of 
houses,  will  also  establish  principles,  and  con-  policy,  was  the  support  of  the  Germanic  con- 
firm tempers  among  the  people,  which  will  stitution,  it  was  much  more  so  of  thatof  Swit- 
preclude  the  two  sovereigns  from  the  possibility  zerland,  which  almost  from  the  very  origin  of 
of  holding  what  they  acquire,  or  even  the  do-  that  confederacy  rested  upon  the  dosoiess  of 
minions  which  they  have  inherited.    It  is  on  its  cormection  with  France,   on  whidi  the 
the  side  of  the  ecclesiastical  electorates  that  Swiss  Cantons  wholly  reposed  themselves  for 
/the  dykes,  raised  to  support  the  German  liber-  the  preservation  of  the  parts  of  their  body  in 
■iy,  first  will  give  way.  their  respective  rights  and  permanent  limns, 
The  French  have  begun  their  general  ope-  as  well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  all  in  their 
rations  by  seizing  upon  those  territories  of  the  general  independency. 

tMpe,  the  situation  of  which  was  the  most  in-  Switzerland  and  Germany  are  the  first  db- 

vitiog  to  the  enterprise.  Their  method  of  doing  jects  of  the  new  French  pditicitBS.    WImbI 
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^gBOfbto  what  they  have  done  at  home,  past  quiet)  is  as  liable  to  explosioo  as  il«  own 

wft  JM  in  effect  little  less  than  an  amazing  Vesuvius.    Sicily,  I  think,  has  these  dispo- 

:tcjts^^^'^litf^''tWTca^t  by  a  diange  of  opinion,  in  a  sitions  in  ftill  as  strong  a  degree.    In  neither 

■j^-^t   |IWU  part,  (to  be  sure  fer  from  altogether,)  of  these  countries  exists  any  thing  which  very 

•r2^     iBiysudden,  I  cannot  help  letting  my  thoughts  well  deserves  the  name  of  government  or  exact 

V.  ^    ttm  along  with  their  designs,  and  without  at-  police. 

^^      tending  to  gec^aphical  order,  to  consider  the  In  the  states  of  the  church,  notwithstanding 
-I      ochcr  states  of  Europe  as  £ir  as  they  may  be  their  strictness  in  banishing  the  French  out  of 
•ny  way  affected  by  this  astonishing  revolu-  that  country,  there  are  not  wanting  the  seeds 
tkm.    If  eariy  steps  are  not  taken  in  some  way  of  a  revolution.     The  spirit  of  nepotism  pre- 
or  other  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  this  influ-  vails  there  nearly  as  strong  as  ever.     Every 
cnce,  I  scarcely  think  any  oi  them  perfectly  pope  of  course  is  to  give  origin  or  restoration 
Mcure.  to  a  great  family,  by  the  means  of  large  dona- 
Italy  is  divided,  as  Germany  and  Switzer-  tions.     The  foreign  revenues  have  long  been 
land  are,  into  many  smaller  states,  and  with  gradually  on  the  decline,  and  seem  now  in  a 
some  c<xisideraUe  cUversity  as  to  forms  of  gov-  maimer  dried  up.     To  supply  this  defect  the 
erBment ;  but  as  these  divisions  and  varieties  resource  of  vexatious  and  impolitic  jobbing  at 
in  Italy  are  not  so  considerable,  so  neither  do  home,  if  any  thing  is  rather  increased  than 
I  dunk  the  danger  altogether  so  imminent  there  lessened.     Various  well  intended  but  ill  under- 
as  in  Germany  and  Switzerland.     Savoy,  I  stood  practices,  some  of  them  existing,  in  their 
know  that  the  French  consider  as  in  a  very  spirits  at  least,  from  the  time  of  the  old  Roman 
hopefiil  way,  and  I  believe  not  at  all  without  empire,  still  prevail ;  and  that  government  is  as 
reason.    They  view  it  as  an  old  member  of  blindly   attached   to  old  abusive  customs,  as 
the  kingdom  of  France  which  may  be  easily  others  are  wildly  disposed  to  all  sorts  q£  inno- 
r&4inited  in  the  manner,  and  on  the  principles  vations  and  experiments.     These  abuses  were 
of  the  re-union  of  Avign(»i.     This  country  less  felt  whilst  the  pontificate  drew  riches  from 
.^         communicates  with  Piedmont ;  and  as  the  king  abroad,  which  in  some  measure  counterba^ 
y.        of  Sardinia's  dominions  were  long  the  key  of  lanced  the  evils  of  their  remiss  and  jobbish 
c         Italy,  and  as  such  long  regarded  by  France,  government  at  home.     But  now  it  can  subsist 
,-        liiilst  France  acted  on  her  old  maxims,  and  only  on  the  resources  of  domestic  management; 
with  views  on  Italy  ;  so  in  this  new  French  and  abuses  in  that  management  of  course  will 
eoipir?  o£  sedition,  if  once  she  gets  that  key  be  more  intimately  and  more  severely  felt, 
into  her  hands,  she  can  easily  lay  open  the  In  the  midst  of  the  apparently  torpid  languor 
f        hanrier  which  hinders  the  entrance  of  her  pre-  of  the  ecclesiastical  state,  those  who  have  had 
f        sent  politics  into  that  inviting  region.    Milan,  opportunity  of  a  near  observation,  have  seen  a 
I  am  sure,  nourishes  great  disquiets-^— and  if  little  rippling  in  that  smooth  water,  which  in- 
Milan  should  stir,  no  part  of  Lombardy  is  dicates  something  alive  under  it.     There  is  in 
secure  to  the  present  possessors — whether  the  the  ecclesiastical  state,  a  personage  who  seems 
Venetian  or  the  Austrian.    Genoa  is  closely  capable  of  acting  (but  with  more  force  and 
connected  with  France.  steadiness)    the  part  of  the  tribune  Rienzi. 
The  first  prince  of  the  house  of  Bourbcm  has  The  people  once  inflamed  will  not  be  destitute 
been  obliged  to  give  himself  up  entirely  to  the  of  a  leader.    They  have  such  an  one  already  in 
new  system,  and  to  pretend  even  to  propagate  the  cardinal  or  archbishop  Buon  Campagna, 
it  with  an  zeal ;  at  least  that  club  of  intriguers  He  is,  of  all  men,  if  I  am  not  ill  informed,  the 
who  assendile  at  the  FeuiUans,  and  whose  most  turbulent,  seditious,  intriguing,  bold  and 
cabinet  meets  at  Madame  Stahl's,  and  makes  desperate.     He  is  not  at  all  made  for  a  Roman 
and  directs  all  the    ministers,   is    the    real  of  the  present  day.     I  think  he  lately  held  the 
govemmmt  of  France.      The  emperour  is  first  office  of  their  state,  that  of  great  chamber- 
perfectly  in  concert,  and  they  will  not  long  lain,  which   is  equivalent   to  high  treasurer. 
soflfer  any  prince  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  to  At  present  he  is  out  of  employment,  and  in 
keep  by  torce  the  French  emissaries  out  of  disgrace.     If  he  should  be  elected   pope,  or 
their  dominions;  nor  whilst  France  has  a  com-  even  come  to  have  any  weight  with  the  new 
merce  with  them,  especially  through  Mar-  pope,  he  will  infallibly  conjure  up  a  democratic 
seiBes,  (the  hottest  fecus  of  sedition  in  France)  spirit  in  that  country.    He  may  indeed  be  able 
will  it  bo  long  possible  to  prevent  the  intercourse  to  effect  it  without  these  advantages.     The 
or  the  effects.  next  interregnum  will  probably  show  more  of 
Nai^es  has  an  old  inveterate  disposition  to  him.     There  may  be  others  of  the  same  cha> 
repoUicaniam^  and  (however  fer  some  time  racter,  who  have  not  come  to  my  knowledgOt 
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Thif  much  u  certain,  that  the  Roman  people,  deal  of  their  old  dbaractor,  diev 

if  once  the  blind  reverence  they  bear  to  the  lealdad,  and  U  timar  de  Diot;  hot  that 

ganctity  of  the  pope,  which  is  their  only  bridle,  racter  neither  is,  nor  erer  was  exacdy  true,  «k 

should  relax,  are  naturally  turbulent,  ferocious,  cept  of  the  Castilians  only.      The  mm4 

and  headlong,  whilst  the  police  is  defective,  kingdoms  whidi  oompoae  Spain,  have  peAaft 

and  the  government  feeble  and  resourceless  aune  features  which  run  throu^  the  wlMik; 

beyond  all  imagination.  but  they  are  in  many  particulars  as  difinal  tt 

As  to  Spain,  it  is  a  nerveless  country.    It  nations  who  go  by  different  names ;  the  Cal^ 

does  not  possess  the  use,  it  only  suffers  the  lans,  far  instance,  and  the  Arragonians  too,  at 

abuse  of  a  nobility.    For  some  time,  and  even  great  measure  have  die  spirit  of  ffie  Miq|B9* 

before  the  setdement  c^the  Bourbon  dynasty,  lets,  and  much  mtMre  of  republicanism  than  of 

that  body  has  been  systematically  lowered,  and  an  attachment  to  royalty.     There  are  mora  ii 

rendered  incapable  by  exclusion,  and  for  inca-  the  way  of  trade  and  intercourse  widi  France; 

pacity  excluded  from  affairs.    In  this  circle  and  upon  the  least  internal  movement,  witt  dis>    ^ 

the  body  is  in  a  manner  annihilated — and  so  close  and  probably  let  loose  a  spirit  that  may 

little  means  have  they  of  any  weighty  exertion  throw  the  whcde  Spanish  monairdiy  into  ooa* 

either  to  controul  or  to  support  the  crown,  that  vulsions. 

if  they  at  all  interfere,  it  is  only  by  abetting        It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  ffiat  the  fl|Nrit 

desperate  and  mobbish  insurrections,  like  that  cf  melioration  whidi  has  been  going  oo  in  dul 

at  Madrid  which  drove  Squillace  from  his  part  of  Europe,  more  or  less  during  this 

place.    Florida  Blanca  is  a  creature  oi  office,  century,  and  the  various  schemes  very  lately  ai 

and  has  little  connection  and  no  sympathy  with  foot  for  further  advancement  are  all  pat  a  stop 

that  body.  to  at  once.    Refi>nnati<Hi  certainly  is  neai^ 

As  to  the  clergy,  they  are  the  only  thing  in  connected  with  innovation — and  where  (fai^ 

Spain  that  looks  like  an  independent  order,  latter  comes  in  for  too  large  a  share,  those  «te 

and  they  are  kept  in  some  respect  by  the  in-  undertake  to  improve  their  country  may  riik 

quisition,  the  sole  but  unhappy  resource  of  their  own  safety.    In  times  where  the  correo- 

public  tranquillity  and  order  now  in  Spain,  tion,  which  includes  the  confession  of  an  abuse, 

As  in  Venice  it  is  become  mostly  an  engine  of  is  turned  to  criminate  the  authority  whidi  has 

state,  which  indeed  to  a  degree  it  has  sJways  long  suffered  it,  rather  than  to  honour  Aoee 

been  in  Spain.    It  wars  no  longer  with  Jews  who  would  amend  it  (which  is  the  q|>irit  of 

and  heretics  ;  it  has  no  such  a  war  to  carry  on.  this  malignant  French  distemper)  every  step 

Its  great  object  is  to  keep  atheistic  and  repub-  out  of  the  common  course  becomes  critical, 

lican  doctrines  from  making  their  way  in  that  and  renders  it  a  task  full  cf  perU  for  princes 

kingdom.     No  French  book  upon  any  subject  of  moderate  talents  to  engage  in  great  under- 

can  enter  there  which  does  not  contain  such  takings.    At  present  the  ondy  safe^  of  Span 

matter.    In  Spain,  the  clergy  are  of  moment  is  the  old  national  hatred  to  the  Frendi.    How 

from  their  influence,  but  at  the  same  time  far  that  can  be  depended  upcm,  if  any  great 

with  the  envy  and  jealousy  that  attend  great  ferments  should  be  excited,  it  is  impossibls  to 

riches  and  power.     Though  the  crown  ha^  by  say. 

management  with  the  pope  got  a  very  great        As  to  Portugal,  she  is  out  of  the  hi^  road 

share  of  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  into  his  own  of  these  politics— I  shall,  therefore  not  divert 

hands,  much  still  remains  to  them.     There  my  thoughts  that  vray ;   but  return  SLgain  to 

wiU  always  be  about  that  court  those  who  the  North  of  Europe,  which  at  present 


look  out  to  a  further  division  of  the  church  the  part  most  interested,  and  there  it  i^ipean 

property  as  a  resource,  and  to  be  obtained  by  to  me  that  the  French  speculation  on  the  nortl^ 

shorter  methods  tlian  those  of  negotiations  em  countries,  may  be  valued  in  the  following, 

with  the  clergy  and  their  chief.    But  at  pre-  w  some  such  manner, 
sent  I  think  it  likely  that  they  will  stop,  lest        Denmark  and  Norway,  do  not  appear  to 

the  business  should  be  taken  out  of  their  furnish  any  of  the  materials  of  a  democratk 

hands :  and  lest  that  body,  in  which  remains  revolution,  or  the  dispositicms  to  it.    Desi* 

the  only  life  that  exists  in  Spain,  and  is  not  a  mark  can  only  be  c(m$equerUiaUjf  affected  by 

fever,  may  with  their  property  lose  all  the  in-  any  thing  done  in  France ;  but  of  Sweden  I 

fluence  necessary  to  preserye  the  monarchy,  think  quite  otherwise.     The  present  power  ii 

or  being  poor  and  desperate,  may  employ  Sweden  is  too  new  a  i^stem,  and  too  green 

whatever  influence  remains  to  them  as  active  and  too  sore  from  its  late  revolution,  to  be  coi^ 

agents  in  its  destruction.  sidered  as  perfectly  assured.    The  king  by 

The  Castilians  have  still  remaming  a  good  his  astonishing  activity,  his  Ny"nftw,  hia 
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!<■,  Mi  WKly?ewaiLty»  Mid  ly  rowing  ind  Franeh  and  Gwiaan  MOfwimift,  tod  calwb, 

flffaji^l  tfie  old  miHterjr  ipirit  of  Sviraden,  and  the  secret  as  wellaspdblic  doctrineaof  the 

hipf  op  the  top  with  eontiniial  agitation  tOifmmatenordm,  and  fiw  moMms,  have  made 

aai  hriih^.    The  moment  it  ceases  to  spin,  a  considerable  progress  in  that  country  ;  and  a 

ie  rojraity  is  a  dead  bit  of  box.    Whenerer  turbulent  spirit  under  colour  of  religion,  but  in 

Sivedan  is  quiet  externally  for  some  time,  reality  arising  from  the  French  rights  of  man, 

"*    Asm  is  great  danger  that  all  the  republican  has  already  shewn  itself,  and  is  ready  on  every 

^/    ahasBls  die  contains  will  be   animated  by  occasion  to  Maze  out. 

iM  new  Freocfa  spirit,  and  of  this  I  beliere  The  present  elector  is  a  prince  of  a  safe  and 

iM  king  is  very  sensible.  quiet  temper,  of  great  prudence  and  goodness. 

The  Russian  government  is  of  all  odiers  the  He  knows  that  in  the  actual  sUte  of  things, 

■Qit  liable  to  be  subverted  by  military  sedi-  not  the  power  and  respect  belonging  to  sove- 

tioas,  hj  court  coni^iracies,  and  sometimes  reigns,  but  their  very  existence  depends  on  a 

fay  headkmg  rebelUons  of  the  peq)le,  such  as  resuranable  frugality.    It  is  very  certain  that 

the  torfoinating  movement  of  Pugatdief.     It  is  not    one    sovereign  in  Europe    can    either 

aoC  quite  so  probable  that  in  any  of  these  promise  for  the  continuance  of  his  authority  in 

changes  the  q>irit  of  system  may  mingle  in  the  a  state  of  indigence  and  insolvency,  or  dares 

manner  it  has  done  in  France.    The  Musco-  to  venture  on  a  new  imposition  to  relieve  him- 

vtles  are  no  great  speculators— but  I  should  self.    Without  abandoning  wholly  the  ancient 

■ot  modi  r^  on  their  uninquisitive  disposi-  magnificence  of  his  court,  the  elector  has  con- 

tioM,  if  any  of  their  ordinary  motives  to  ducted  his  affairs  with  infinitely  more  econ- 

■editioa  diotdd  arise.    The  little  catechism  of  omy  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  so  as  to 

te  ri^^its  of  men  is  soon  learned ;  and  the  restore  his  finances  beyond  what  was  thought 

inferences  are  in  the  passions.  possible  from  the  state  in  which  the  seven 

Poland,  from  one  cause  or  other,  is  always  years  war  had  lefl  Saxony.    Saxony  during 

oaqaiet.    The  new  constitution  only  serves  the  whde  of  that  dreadful  period  having  been 

to  lopply  that  restless  people  with  new  means,  in  the  hands  of  an  exasperated  enemy,  rigorous 

It  least  new  modes,  of  cherishing  dieir  turbu-  by  resentment,  by  nature  and  by  necessity, 

Iwt  disposition.    The  bottom  of  the  character  was  obliged  to  bear  in  a  manner  the  whole 

ii  the  same.     It  is  a  great  question,  whether  burden  of  the  war ;  in  the  intervals  when  their 

the  JMning  tlmt  crown  with  the  electorate  of  allies  prevailed,  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 

Sauny,  will  contribute  most  to  strengthen  the  were  not  better  treated. 

n^  authority  of  Poland,  or  to  shake  the  ducal  The  moderation  and  prudence  of  the  present 

in  Saxony.    The  elector  is  a  Catholic ;  the  elector,  in  my  opinion,  rather  perhaps  respites 

people  of  Saxoiqr  are,  six  sevenths  at  the  very  the  trouble  than  secures  the  peace  of  the  el(H> 

iesAt,  protestants.    He  must  continue  a  Ca^  torate.    The  offer  of  the  accession  to  the 

tholic  according  to  thePdishlaw,  if  he  accepts  crown  of  Poland  is  tculy  critical,  whether  be 

that  crown.     The  pride  of  the  Saxons,  fw-  accepts  or  whedier  he  declines  it.    If  the  states 

■eriy  flattered  by  having  a  crown  in  the  house  will  consent  to  his  acceptance,  it  will  add  to 

of  dieir  prince,  though  an  honour  which  cost  the  difficulties,  already  great,  of  his  situation 

them  dear;  the  German  probity,  fidelity  and  between  the  king  of  Prussia  and  the  cmperour. 

loyalty ;  the  weight  of  the  constitution  of  the  But  these  thoughts  lead  me  too  far,  when  I 

empire  under  the  treaty  of  Westphalia ;  the  mean  to  speak  only  of  the  interior  condition 

good  temper  and  good  nature  of  the  princes  of  of  these  princes.     It  has  always  however 

the  bouse  of  Saxony ;  had  formerly  removed  some  necessary  connection  with  their  foreign 

from  the  people  all  apprehension  with  regard  politics. 

to  their  religion,  and  kept  them  perfecdy  quiet,  With  regard  to  Holland,  and  the  ruling 

obedieot,  and  even  affectionate.    The  seven  party  there,  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  tainted,  or 

years  war  made  some  change  in  the  minds  of  likely,  to  be  so  except  by  fear ;  or  that  it  is 

the  Saxons.  They  did  not,  I  believe,  regret  the  likely  to  be  misled  unless  indirecdy  and  circuit- 

hm  of  what  might  be  considered  almost  as  the  ously .    But  the  predominant  par^  in  Holland 

■ocoeasion  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  the  posses-  is  not    Holland.    The    suppressed    faction, 

tioo  of  which,  by  annexing  them  to  a  foreign  thou|^  suppressed,  exists.    Under  the  adies, 

intenst,  had  often  obliged  them  to  act  an  the  embers  ofthe  late  commotion  are  still  warm. 

arduous  part,  towards  the  support  of  which  The  anti-orange  party  has  from  the  day  of  its 

that  finign  interest  afforded  no  proportionable  origin  been  French,  though  alienated  in  soma 

iCnagth.    In  this  very  deUcate  situation  of  degree  for  some  time  through  the  pride  and 

their  political  intevwts,  the  speculations  of  the  folly  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth.    It  will  evei 
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hanker  after  a  French  coimectian  ;  and  now     ranee  of  their  firi>ric  will  make  it  fiJl  in  | 
that  the  internal  govenunent  in  France  has     of  itself^that  the  assembly  must  be  bankn^a^ 
been  assimilated  in  so  considerable  a  degree  to     and  that  this  bankruptcy  wiU  totally  destn^- 
that  which  the  immoderate  repuUicans  began     that  system,  from  the   eoi^agion  of  whidi 
fo  rery  lately  to  introduce  into  Hdland,  their     apprehensions  are  entertained. 
connecti<Hi,  as  still  more  natural,  will  be  more         For  my  part  I  have  long  thought  that  oes 
desired.    I  do  not  well  understand  the  present     great  cause  oi  the  stability  of  tlus  wretdied 
exterior  politics  of  the  Stadthdder,  hoc  the     scheme  of  things  in  France  was  an  <^piiiiflB    ^ 
treaty  into  which  the  newspapers  say  he  has     that  it  could  not  stand  ;  and,  therefore,  that  al 
entered  for  the  states  with   the    emperour.     external  measures  to  destroy  it  were  wfaoAjr   ^ 
But  the  emperour's  own  pditics  with  regard  to     useless* 

the  Netherlands  seem  to  me  to  be  exacdy  As  to  the  bankruptcy,  that  event  has  hajh  ^ 
calculated  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  poned  long  ago,  as  much  as  it  is  ever  likely  to  ^ 
French  revolutionists.  He  endeavours  to  happen.  As  soon  as  a  nation  compeb  a  er»*  ^ 
crush  the  aristocratic  party — and  to  nourish  ditor  to  take  paper-currency  in  discharge  of  his  ^ 
one  in  avowed  ccxmection  with  the  most  furious  debt,  there  is  a  bankruptcy.  The  compobeiy  ' 
democratists  in  France^  paper  has  in  some  degree  answered ;  not  b»-    ,' 

These  provinces  in  which  the  French  game     cause  there  was  a  surplus  from  church  luds, 
is  so  well  played,  they  consider  as  part  of  the     but  because  faith  has  not  been  kept  with  Ac    . 
old    French    empire ;    certainly    they  were     clergy.    As  to  the  holders  of  the  old  funds,  to    . 
am(Hig  the  oldest  parts  of  it.     These  they     them  the  payments  wiU  be  dilatory,  but  tliey    I 

think  very  well  situated,  as  their  party   is  will  be  made,  and  whatever  may  be  the  di»>     , 

well-disposed    to    a    re-union.      As  to    the  count  on  paper,  whilst  paper  is  tak^i,  paper 

greater  nations,  they  do  not  aim  at  making  a  will  be  issued. 

direct  conquest  of  them,  but  by  disturbing         As  to  the  rest,  they  have  e^ot  out  three 

them  through  a  propagation  of  their  principles,  branches  of  revenue,  to  supply  all  those  which 

they  hope  to  weaken,  as   they  will  weaken  they  have  destroyed,  that  is,   the  Univenal 

them,  and  to  keep  them  in  perpetual  alarm  and  Register  of  all  Transactions,  the  heavy  and 

agitation,  and  thus   render  all  their  efforts  universal  Stamp  Duty,  and  the  new  Territo- 

against    them    utterly    impracticable,   whilst  rud  Impost,  levied  chielly  on  the  reduced  es- 

they  extend  the  dominion  oS  their  sovereign  tates  of  the  gendemen^     I'hese  branches  of  the 

anarchy  on  all  sides.  revenue,  especially  as  they  take  assignats  in 

As  to  England,  there  may  be  some  appro-  payment,  answer  their  purpose,  in  a  consider- 

hension  from  vicinity,  from  constant  commu-  able  degree,  arul  keep  up  the  c  'Hlit  (^  their 

nication,  and  from  the  very  name  oi  liberty,  paper ;  for  as  they  receive  it  in  thci   treasury, 

which,  as  it  ought  to  be  very  dear  to  us,  in  its  it  is  in  reality  funded  upon  all  their  u  xes  and 

worst  abuses  carries  something  seductive.     It  future  resources  of  all  kinds,  as  well  as  upon 

is  the  abuse  of  the  first  and  best  of  the  objects  the  church  estates.    As  this  paper  is  beoMae 

which  we  cherish.     I  know  that  many  who  in  a  manner  the  only  visible  maintenance  of 

sufficiently  dislike    the  system  of   France,  the  whole  people,  the  dread  of  a  bankruptcy  is 

have  yet  no  apprehension  of  its  prevalence  more  apparendy  connected,  with  the  delay  of 

here.     I  say  nothing  to  the  ground  of  this  se-  a  counter-revolution  than  with  the  duration  of 

curity  in  the  attachment  of  ^e  people  to  their  this  republic ;  because  the  interest  of  the  new 

constitution,  and  their  satisfaction  in  the  dis-  republic  manifestly  leans  upon  it ;  and  in  ray 

creet  portion  of  liberty  which  it  measures  out  opinion,  the  comiter-revolution  cannot  exist 

to  them.     Upon  this  I  have  said  all  I  have  to  along  with  it.    The  above  three  projects  ruined 

say,  in  the  appeal  I  have  published.     That  some  ministers  under    the  old  government, 

security  is  something,  and  not  inconsiderable,  merely  for  having  conceived  them.     They  are 

But  If  a  storm  arises  I  should  not  much  rely  the  salvation  of  the  present  rulers, 
upon  It.  As  the  assembly  has  laid  a  most  unsparing 

Thore  are  other  views  of  things  which  may  and  cruel  hand  on  all  men  who  have  lived  by 

be  used  to  give  us  a  perfect  (though  in  my  the  bounty,  the  justice,  or  the  abuses  of  the  oW 

<^ini(^  a  delusive)  assurance  of  our  own  se-  government,  they  have  lessened    many  ex- 

curity.     The  first  of  these  is  from  the  weak-  pences.      The  royal    establishment,    titough 

ness  and  rickety  nature  of  the  new  systefm  in  excessively  and  ridiculously  great  for  ihar 

the  place  of  its  first  formation.     It  is  thought  scheme  of  things,  is  reduced  at  least  <»e  hdf ; 

that  the  monster  of  a  commonwealth  cannot  the  estates  of  the  king's  brothers,  which  uncfer 

PbssiWy  live— that  at  any  rate  the  ill  contri-  the  ancient  government  had  been  in  truth,  royal 
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Wmadf  fo  totin  geoBrftl  stock  of  the  confis-  laws,  finanoes,  and  boith  descriptioos  of  mili- 
■Doa ;  and  as  to  tlve  crown  lands,  though  tary  pow6r  are  whdlj  subsenrient,  so  far  as 
ftHbr  tfie  mcnaidsjf  ibej  never  yidded  two  Uie  military  power  of  either  description  yields 
ksKired  and  fifty  thousand  a  year,  by  many  ol>edience  to  any  name  of  authority, 
(bey  are  tfaou^t  at  least  worth  diree  times  as  The  world  of  contingency  and  political  com- 
■ucb.  bination  is  much  larger  Uian  We  are  apt  to 
As  to  the  ecclesiastical  diarge,  whether  as  imagine.    We  never  can  say  what  may,  or 
«  caiiq)eDsation  for  losses,  or  a  provision  for  may  not  happen,  without  a  view  to  all  the  ac- 
religioD,  of  whidi  they  made  at  first  a  great  tual  circumstances.    Experience  upon  other 
parade,  and  entered  into  a  solemn  engagement  data  than  those,  is  of  all  things  the  most  dela- 
in  fiivour  of  it,  it  was  estimated  at  a  much  sive.    Prudence  in  new  cases  can  do  nothing 
larger  sum  than  they  could  expect  from  the  on  grounds  of  retrospect.    A  constant  vigi- 
ch[iQrdi{nx^rty,  moveaUeorimmoveaUe;they  lance  and  attention  to  the  train  of  things  as 
are  completely  bankrupt  as  to  that  article.     It  they  successively  emerge,  and  to  act  on  what 
is  just  what  they  wish ;  and  it  is  not  product-  they  direct,  are  the  only  sure  courses.     The 
ive  of  any  serious  inconvenience.     The  n(«-  physician  that  let  blood,  and  by  blood-letting 
payment  produces  discontent  and  occasional  cured  one  kind  of  plague,  in  the  next  added  to 
seditioD ;  but  it  is  only  by  fits  and  spasms,  and  its  ravages.     That  power  goes  with  proper^ 
amoi^  the  country  people  who  are  of  no  con-  is  not  universally  true,  arid  the  idea  that  the 
sequence.     These  sediticms  furnish  new  pre-  operation  of  it  is  certain  and  invariable,  may 
texts  for  noDrpayment  to  the  church  estaUish-  mislead  us  very  fatally. 
Bent,  and  help  the  assembly  wholly  to  get  rid  Whoever  will  take  an  accurate  view  o€  the 
of  ibid  dergy,  and  indeed  erf*  any  form  ^  reli-  state  of  those  republics,  and  of  the  composition 
gioa,  which  is  not  only  their  real,  but  avowed  of  the  present  assembly  deputed  by  them  (in 
object.  which  assembly  there  are  not  quite  fifly  per- 
They  are  embarrassed  indeed  in  the  highest  sons  possessed  of  an  income  amounting  to  lOOiT. 
<)egree,  but  not  wholly  resourceless.     They  sterling  yearly)  must  discern  clearly,  that  the 
ire  without  the  species  of  money.    Circulation  political  and  civil  power  of  France  is  wholly 
of  mcney  is  a  great  ccmvenience,  but  a  sub-  separated  Jram  its  property  of  every  descrip- 
ititute,  for  it  may  be  found.    Whilst  the  great  turn ;  and  of  course  that  neither  the  landed 
Ajeets  of  [Htxluction  and  consumption,  com,  nor  the  mcmied  interest  possesses  the  smallest 
catde,  wine,  and  the  like,  exist  in  a  country,  weight  or  ccxisideration  in  the  direction  of  any 
I       the  means  of  giving  them  circulation  with  public  concern.     The  whole  kingdom  is  direct- 
more  (NT  less  convenience,  cannot  be  wholly  ed  by  the  r^iise  of  its  chicane,  with  the  aid  of 
wanting.    The  great  c(mfiscati<m  of  the  church  the  bustling,   presumptuous  young  clerks  of. 
and  of  the  crownlands,  and  of  the  appendages  counting-houses  and  shops,  and  some  inter- 
of  the  princes,  for  the  purchase  of  sill  which  mixture  of  young  gentlemen  of  the  same  cha- 
their  paper  is  always  received  at  par,  gives  racter  in  several  towns.     The  rich  peasants 
means  ofcontinnally  destroying  and  continually  are  bribed  with  church  lands ;  and  the  poorer 
creating,  and  this  perpetual  destruction  and  of  that  description  are,  and  can  be,  counted  for 
renovatioo  feeds  the  speculative  market,  and  nothing.     They  may  rise  in  ferocious,  ill-di- 
pfBvents,  and  will  prevent,  till  that  fund  of  rected  tumults— but  they  can  only  disgrace 
confiscation  b^ins  to  foil,  a  total  depreciation,  themselves  and  signalize  the  triumph  of  their 

But  all  consideration  of  public  credit  in  adversaries. 
France  is  oflittle  avail  at  present.  The  action  The  tndy  active  citizens,  that  is,  the  above 
indeed  ddbo  monied  interests  was  of  absolute  descriptions,  are  all  concerned  in  intrigue  re- 
necessity  at  the  beginning  of  this  revolution ;  specting  the  various  objects  in  their  local  dr 
but  the  French  republic  can  stand  without  any  their  general  government.  The  rota  which 
assistBiice  from  tiiat  descripti<m  of  men,  which,  the  French  have  established  for  their  national 
as  things  are  now  circumstanced,  rather  stands  assembly,  holds  out  the  highest  objects  of  am- 
in  need  of  assistance  itself  fi-om  the  power  bition  to  such  vast  multitudes  as,  in  an  unex- 
which  alone  substantially  exists  in  Fynce ;  I  ampled  measure,  to  widen  the  bottom  of  a  new 
mean  tiie  several  districts  and  municipal  re-  species  of  interest  merely  political,  and  wholly 
publics,  and  the  several  dubs  which  direct  all  unconnected  with  birth  or  property.  This 
their  affidrs  and  appoint  aD  their  magistrates,  scheme  of  a  rota,  though  it  enfeebles  the  state, 
This  is  Ae  poiwer  now  paramount  to  every  considered  as  one  solid  body,  and  mdeed 
thing,  even  to  the  assembly  itself  called  nation-  wholly  disables  it  firom  acting  as  such,  gives  a 
al,  and  that  to  wfaidi  tribunals,  priesthood,  great,  an  equal,  and  a  difiiisive  strength  totiw 


Oe  THOUGHTS  ON 

danoeratic  icheiiM.    Seven  hundred  and  My  who  keep  up  %  ooottant  oonreapcndeooe, 

people,  every  two  years  raised  to  ihe  supreme  who  give  what  cdour  they  please  to  such 

Cower,  has  already  produced  at  least  tifleen  as  they  choose  to  communicate  out  of  the 

undred  bold,  acting  politicians ;  a  great  num-  of  their  correspondence.     They  all  have 

bmr  Sot  even  so  great  a  country  as  France,  sortofconununication,  justasHiucher  aslidb 

These  men  never  will  quiedy  settle  in  ordi-  as  they  please,  with  the  centre.    By  this  em- 

nary  occupations,  nor  submit  to  any  scheme  finement  of  all  communication  to  the  nriflf 

v^ich  must  reduce  them  to  an  entirely  private  &cti<Mi,    any  combinaticHi   grounded  mt  d» 

condition,  or  to  the  exercise  ofa  steady,  peace-  abuses  and  discontents  in  one,  scarcely  en 

fill,  but  obscure  and  unin^>ortant  industry,  reach  the  other.    There  is  not  one  wMf '» 

"Whilst  they  sit  in  the  assembly  they  are  de-  any  one  place,  to  head  them.     The  old  fflh 

nied  offices  of  trust  and  profit — but  their  short  emment  had  so  much  abstracted  the  nolnli^ 

duration  makes  this  no  restraint—- during  their  fix>m  the  cultivation  (^provincial  interest,  thlt 

probation  and  apprenticeship  they  are  all  sala^  no  man  in  France  exists,  whose  power,  credit 

ried  with  an  income  to  the  greatest  part  c^  or  consequence  extends  to  two  districts,  or  whs 

them  immense ;  and  afler  they  have  passed  the  is  capable  of  uniting  them  in  any  design,  evet 

novitiate,  those  who  take  any  sort  <^  lead  are  if  any  man  could  assemble  ten  men  togetheCi 

placed  in  very  lucrative  offices,  according  to  without  being  sure  of  a  speedy  lodging  in  t 

their  influence  and  credit,  or  appoint  those  prison.    One  must  not  judge  of  the  state  of 

who  divide  their  profits  with  them.  France  by  what  has  been  observed  elsewhore.  It 

This  supply  of  recruits  to  the  corps  <^  the  does  not  in  the  least  resemble  any  other  ooaBF* 

highest  civil  ambitic»i,  goes  on  with  a  regular  try.     Analogical  reasoning  firom  history  or    , 

progression.  In  very  few  years  it  must  amount  from  recent  experience  in  other  places  is  wholly 

to  many  thousands.    These,  however,  will  be  delusive. 

as  nothing  in  comparison  to  the  multitude  of        In  my  opinion  there  never  was  seen  M 
municipal  officers,  and  officers  of  district  and  strong  a  government  internally  as  that  of  the 
department,  of  all  sorts,  who  have  tasted  of  French  municipalities.    If  ever  any  rebelliflO 
power  and  profit,  and  who  hunger  for  the  peri-  can  arise  against  the  present  system,  it  mu^ 
odical  return  of  the  meal.     To  these  needy  agi-  begin,  where  the  revolution  which  gave  birth 
tators,  the  glory  of  the  state,  the  general  wealth  to  it  did,  at  the  capital.    Paris  is  the  only  place 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  the  rise  or  in  which  there  is  the  least  fireedom  of  intei^ 
&31  of  public  credit,  arc  as  dreams ;  nor  have  course.    But  even  there,  so  many  servants  as 
arguments  deduced  from  these  topics  any  sort  any  man  has,  so  many  spies,  and  irrecoo- 
of  weight  with  them.     The  indifference  with  cileable  domestic  enemies, 
which  the  assembly  regards  the  state  of  their        But  that  place  being  the  chief  seat  of  the 
colonies,  the  only  valuable  part  of  the  French  power  and  intelligence  of  the  ruling  faction, 
commerce,  is  a  full  proof  how  little  they  sure  and  the  place  of  occasional  resort  for  their 
likely  to  be  affected  by  any  thing  but  the  self-  fiercest  spirits,  even  there  a  revdution  vt  not 
ish  game  of  their  own  ambition,  now  univer-  likely  to  have  any  thing  to  feed  it.^    The  lead- 
sally  diffused.  ers  of  the  aristocratic  party  have  been  drawn 

It  is  true,  amidst  all  these  turbulent  means  out  of  the  kingdom  by  order  of  the  princes,  on 

of  security  to  their  system,  very  great  discon-  the  hopes  held  out  by  the  emperour  and  the 

tOAts  every  where   prevail.     But   they  only  king  c^  Prussia  at  Pilnitz  ;  and  as  to  the  do* 

produce  misery  to  those  who  nurse  them  at  mocratic  factions  in  Paris,  among  them  there 

home,  cr  exile,  beggary,  and  in  the  end  confis-  are  no  leaders  possessed  of  an  influence  for  any 

cation,  to  those  who  are  so  impatient  as  to  re-  other  purpose  but  that  of  maintaining  the  pr»- 

move  from  them.    Each  municipal  republic  sent  state  of  things.    The  moment  they  are 

has  a  committee,  or  something  in  the  nature  of  seen  to  warp,  they  are  reduced  to  n<^iBg. 

a  committee  ofretearch.     In  diiese  petty  repub-  They  have  ik>  attached  army— hio  par^  diat 

lies  the  tyranny  is  so  near  its  object,  that  it  is  at  all  personal. 

becomes  instandy  acquainted  with  every  act        It  is  not  to  be  imagined  because  a  political 

of  every  man.    It  stifles  conspiracy  in  its  very  system  is,  u«der  certain  aspects,  very  unvnse 

movements.     Their  power  is  absdute  and  un-  in  its  contrivance,  and  very  mischievous  in  ita 

GontroulaUe.    No  stand  can  be  made  against  efiects,  that  it  therefore  can  have  no  long  du- 

h.    These  republics  are  besides  so  disconnects  ration.    Its  very  defects  may  tend  to  its  •!»> 

ed,  that  very  litde  intelligence  of  what  happens  bility,  because  they  are  agreeable  to  its  nature, 

ni  them,  is  to  be  obtained,  beyond  their  own  The  very  fiuilts  in  the  constitution  of  Poland 

Wands,  except  by  the  means  of  their  clubs,  made  it  last ;  tbo  veto  which  destroyed  «n  ilt 
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wesenred  its  life.    What  can  be  con-  all  those  who  Amk)  without  thinking  rwy 

immstroiM  as  the  repuMic  of  Algiers?  profi>undly,  must  daily  extend  its  influence, 

no  less  strange  republic  of  the  Ma-  A  predominant  inclination  towards  it  appean 

in  Egypt?    They  are  of  the  worst  in  all  those  who  have  no  rdigion,  when  other- 

ginable,  and  exercised  in  the  worst  wise  their  disposition  leaAn  them  to  be  adyo- 

yet  they  have  existed  as  a  nuisance  cates  even   for  despotism.     Hence    Hume, 

th  Ibr  several  hundred  years.  thou|^  I  cannot  say  that  he  does  not  throw 

all  these  considerations,  and  many  out  some  expressi(ms  of  disapprobation  on  the 

t  crowd  upon  me,  three  conclusions  proceedings  of  the  levellers  in  the  reign  of 

since  arisen  in  my  mind^  Richard  the  Second,  yet  affirms  that  the  doe* 

iiat  no  counter-revolution  is  to  be  trines  c£Jokn  BaU  were  **  c(Hiibrmable  to  the 

n  France  fix>m  internal  causes  solely,  ideas  of  primitive  equality,  whidi  are  engraven 

ly,  that  the  longer  the  present  sys-  tn  the  hearts  of  ail  men" 
,  the  greater  will  be  its  strength ;  the        Boldness  tanaeriy  was  not  the  character  of 

s  power  to  destroy  discontents  at  Atheists  as  such.     They  were  even  of  a 

1  to  resist  all  foreign  attempts  in  fa-  character  nearly  the  reverse ;  they  were  ibr- 

ese  discontents.  merly  like  the  old  Epicureans,  rather  an  unen- 

,  that  as  long  as  it  exists  in  France,  terprising  race.    But  of  late  they  are  grown 

the  interest  of  the  managers  there,  active,  designing,  turbulent,  and    seditious* 

in  the  very  essoice  of  their  plan,  They  are  sworn  enemies  to  kings,  nobility  and 

and  distract  all  other  governments,  priesthood.    We  have  seen  all  the  academi- 

endless  succession  of  restless  pditi-  cians  at  Paris,  with  Condoreet,  the  friend  and 

continually  stimulate  them  to  new  correspondent  of  Priestley,  at  their  head,  the 

most  fiirioQs  of  the  extravagant  republicans. 
I  are  generally  sensible  that  this  is        The  late  assembly,  after  the  last  captivity 

mon  cause ;  and  two  of  them  have  of  the  king,  had  actually  diosen  this  Condoreet 

ifalic  declaration  c€  their  opinion  to  by  a  majority  in  the  baJlot,  ibr  preceptor  to  the 

t.     Against  this  common  danger,  dauphin,  who  was  to  betaken  out  of  the  hands 

hem,  such  as  the  king  of  Spain,  the  and  direction  of  his  parents,  and  to  be  delivered 

(ardtnia,  and  the  republic  df  Berne,  over  to  this  fiinatic  atheist,  and  furious  demo- 

liligent  in  using  defensive  measures,  cratic  republican.    His  untractability  to  these 

wore  to  guard  against  an  invasion  leaders,  and  his  figure  in  the  chib  (^jacobins, 

ice,  the  merits  of  this  plan  of  a  merely  which  at  that  time  they  wieAied  to  bring  under, 

resistance  might  be  supported  by  aXone  prevented  that  part  of  the  arrangement, 

t<^ic8 ;  but  as  the  attack  does  not  and  others  in  the  same  style,  from  being  car- 

jainst  these  countries  externally,  but  ried  into  execution.    Whilst  he  was  candidate 

smal  corrupti<»  (a  sort  of  dry  rot)  ;  for  this  office,  he  produced  his  title  to  it  by 

pursue  this  merely  defensive  plan,  promulgating  the  following  ideas  of  the  title  of 

le  danger  which  the  plan  itself  sup-  his  royal  pupil  to  the  crown.    In  a  paper 

e  serious,  cannot  possiUy  escape  it.  written  by  him,  and  published  with  his  name, 

in  the  nature  of  all  defensive  mea-  against  the  re-establishment,  even  of  the  ap- 

)e  sharp  and  vigorous  under  the  im-  pearance  of  monarchy  under  any  qualifications, 

of  the  first  alarm,  aud  to  relax  by  lie  says  "  Jusqu'eL  ce  moment  ils  [l'Assembl6e 

nntil  at  length  the  danger,  by  not  ope-  Nationale]  n'ont  rien  pr6jug6  encore.    En  se 

itantly,  comes  to  appear  as  a  false  reservant  de  nommer  un  gouvemeur  au  dau- 

»  nnich  so  that  the  next  menacing  |^in,  ils  n'ont  pas  {nrononce  que  cet  enfant  diu 

»  win  look  loss  formidable,  and  will  regner  ;  mais  seulement  qu'W  etoit  po$sU}le  que 

nwided  against.    But  to  those  who  la  constitution  I'y  destinat ;  ils  ont  voulu  que 

>  ofiensive  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  I'education,  efia^ant  tout  ce  que  lea  preetigee 
trU  Possibly  it  is  more  their  inter-  du  Drone  ont  pu  lui  inspirer  de  pr6juges  sur 
be  so.     For  their  unforeseen  attacks  les  droits  pr^tendus  de  sa  naisrance,  qu'elle  hii 

>  to  their  success.  fit  ccmnoftre  de  bonne  heure,  et  P  EgaHte 
mean  time  a  system  of  French  con-  naturelle  des  kommeSy  et  la  Souverainete  du 
I  gaining  ground  in  every  country,  peuple ;  qu^elle  hii  apprit  a  ne  pas  oublier  que 
em  happening  to  be  founded  on  prin-  c'est  du  penple  qu'il  tiendra  le  titre  de  roi,  et 
I  most  delusive  indeed,  but  the  most  que  le  peuple  iCa  pas  mirne  le  droit  de  renon* 
to  the  natural  propensities  of  the  un-  eer  d  cebii  de  Ven  depouiUer. 

aoltitude,  and  to  the  speculations  of  ''lis  ont  vouln'que  cette  education  le  reodit 
1—7. 
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6|aleiDeot  digne,  par  ses  kimi^res,  et  ses  the  most  dangerous  ii  a  warm,  hot  heade^^ 

TerUUy  de  recevoir  avcc  re«ij7u><um,  leiardeau  zealous  atheist.     This  sort  of  man  aiaw  at/ 

d^kgereuz  d'une  couronne,  ou  de  la  depo$er  dominion,  and  his  means  are,  the  words  be 

ov^  joie  entre  le  mains  de  ses  frdres,  qu'il  always  has  in  his  mouth,  "  L'6galit6  natareUo 

aentit  que  le  devoir,  et  la  gloire  du  roi  d'un  des  hommes,  et  la  souverainete  du  peuple.' 
peuffle  iibre,  est  de  hater  le  moment  de  n'etre         All  former  attempts  grounded  ondiese  rif^fir 

piiiU  qu'un  citoyen  ordinaire  of  men,  had  proved  unfortunate.     The  soocear 

"  lis  out  voulu  que  VinntUUe  cPun  rot,  la  of  this  last  makes  a  mighty  difierence  in  Ae 

n^cessite  de  chercher  les  moyens  de  remplacer  effect  of  the  doctrine.     Here  is  a  [Hinciple  of 

un  pouvoir  fonde  sur  les  iUicsionSf  fut  une  des  a  nature,  to  the  multitude,  the  roost  seductire, 

premieres  verites  offertes  a  sa  raison ;  VobligO'  always  existing  before  their  eyes,  a$  a  Uung 

Hon-  d'y  conantrir  lui  meme  un  des  premieres  feasible  in  practice.    After  so  many  &ilares,    * 

devoirs  de  sa  morale ;  et  le  destr,  de  rCetre  such  an  enterprise  previous  to  the  French  eoc- 

pius_  affranchi  dujoug  de  la  loi,  par  une  inju-  periment,  carried  ruin  to  the  contrirerB,  oo    . 

rieifxe  iuvioUUnlilef  le  premier  sentiment  de  son  the  face  of  it ;  and  if  any  enthusiast  waf  lo     - 

eomr,    lis  nHgnorent  pas  que  dans  ce  moment  wild  as  to  wish  to  engage  in  a  scheme  of  that 

il  s'>t^it  bien  moins  de  former  un  roi  que  de  lui  nature,  it  was  not  easy  for  him  to  find  foUow- 

apprendre  a  «avotr,  a  vouloir  ne  plus  Cetre.^*  ers :  now  there  is  a  party  almost  in  all  coun- 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  the  man  who  has  tries,  ready  made,   animated  with  suocess, 

occasionally  filled  the  chair  of  the  national  as-  with  a  sure  ally  in  the  very  centre  of  Europe, 

a^mbly,  who  is  their  perpetual  secretary,  their  There  is  no  cabal  so  obscure  in  any  place, 

<)ii|y  standing  oflicer,  and  the  most  important  that  they  do  not  protect,  cherish,  foster,  and 

by!  far«    He  leads  them  to  peace  or  war.    He  endeavour  to  raise  it  into  importance  at  home 

is  the  great  theme  of  the  republican  &ction  in  and  abroad.    From  the  lowest,  this  intrigoe 

England.     These  ideas  of  M.  Condorcet,  are  will  creep  up  to  the  highest.    And>iti(HD,  as 

tba  principles  of  those  to  whom  kings  are  to  well  as  enthusiasm,  may  find  its  account  in  die 

•li(trust  their  successors,  and  the  interests  of  party  and  in  the  princij^e. 
tl)9ir  puocession.     This  man  would  be  ready         The  ministers  of  other  kings,  like  those  of 

to  plunge  the  poniard  in  the  heart  of  his  pupil,  the  king  of  France  (not  one  of  whom  was  pe^       j 

or  'U>  whet  the  axe  for  his  neck.    Of  all  men,  fectly  firee  Srom  this  guilt,  and  some  of  wboin 

?►  Until  now.  they  (the  national  assembly)  ^er®  very  deep  in  it)  may  themselves  be  the      J 

tiay-e'  prejudged  nothing.    Reserving  to  them<  persons  to  foment  such  a  dispositicm  and  sadi 

selves  a  right  lo  appoint  a  preceptor  to  the  a  fection.    Hertzberg,  the  king  of  Prussia's 

dauphin,  they  did  not  declare  that  thrs  child  i  .^  ™:„:„*^.   :«  „«  «!;.«».  ^.r»KLf  ;<>  ^.IIm)  a 

ttasto  r^iffn  ;  but  only  that  possibly  the  consti-  *^*f,  ™»nj8ter,  is  so  much  of  what  is  cafled  a 

Hition  might  destine  him  to  it :  they  willed  that  philosopher,  that  he  was  of  a  fiiction  with  that 

wb^le  education  should  efface  from  his  mind  all  sort  of  politicians  in  every  thing,  and  in  every 

the  prejudices  arising  from  delusions  of  the  pi^ce.    Even  when  he  defends  himself  fiom 

tM-one  respecting  his  pretended  birth-right,  it  JV,^   :«»«„4„*;^«   ^c  ^„:„„  ^^^—w-^-^tW  I'ntn 

Sfotild  aisiteach  him  not  to  forget,  thai  it  is  *«  imputation  of  giving  extnivagantiy  into 

fr9m,  the  people  he  is  to  receive  the  title  of  these  principles,  he  still  considers  the  revolu- 

king,  and  that  the  people  do  not  even  possess  ti(ni  of  France  as  a  great  public  good,  by  giving 

^bm&^^  ^'*"*^  ^^  ^^"^P^^^  ^  '^^  **  credit  to  their  fraudulent  declaration  of  their 

^They'willed  that  this  education  should  render  universal  benevolence,  and   love    of  peace, 

htda  worthy  by  his  knowledge,  and  by  his  virtue.  Nor  are  his  Prussian  majesty's  present  minis- 

bpt^  |o  receive  with  submission  the  dangerous  ters  at  all  disinclined  to  the  same  system. 

&?T«?^^if''°J'"'/"**rir*K^'!J'  wirA  p/ca-  Their  ostentatious  preamble  to  cerUin  late 
sure  Into  the  hands  of  his  brethren:  that  he       j-  ^     j  ^    ^      /•/•  *i-  •       ..-        u  j      * 

kilioiM  "be  conscious  that  the  hastening  of  that  ®^*^^>  demonstrates  (if  thew  actions  had  not 

momtot  when  he  is  to  be  only  a  common  citizen,  heen  sufficiendy  explanatory  of  their  cast  of 

ccmsijiuies  the  duty  and  the  glory  of  a  king  of  mind)  that  they  are  deeply  infected  with  the 

*>Silt KRil*^  ♦!,«.  .v-        I  r      » •  Muue  distemper  of  dangerous,  because  plausi- 

Tney  wlllen  that  the  uselessness  of  a  king.  , ,     ^,        .  /^  •  •      j    .    n  t  .• 

the  necessity  of  seeking  means  to  establish  *>^«'  though  trivial  and  shallow  speculation, 
seething  in  lieu  of  a  power  founded  on  illu-       Ministers  turning  their  backs  on  the  reputa- 

«9pn<y  «hrould  be  one  of  the  first  truths  offered  his  tion  which  properly  belongs  to  them,  aspiie  at 

5Aff^'^i/^*of!!?f'"''"'''^7!/T"'''^%*'-^''^  the  glory  of  being  speculative  writers.  Thedu- 

tniSj  the  first  of  his  moral  duties  :  and  the  de-  ..    ®  /.^u        ^  ^    *•  •  i 

sire  ^  if  longer  being  freed  from  the  yoke  of  "®='  ^  these  two  situations  are,  in  general, 

tbelttts^  by  an  injurious  inviolability ,  the  first  direcdy  opposite  to  each  other.     Speculators 

^ff^c^ief  sentiment  of  his  heart.    They  are  not  ought  to  be  neutral.    A  minister  cannot  be  so. 

^nmtidknow  how  to  wish  no  longer  to  be  such,  connected  with  that  of  his  master.     He  is  his 
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traiteo,  advocate,  attorney,  and  stew-  king's  counsellors  had  fiHed  him  with  a  itrong 

I  be  is  not  to  indulge  in  any  specula-  dislike  to  his  nobili^,  his  clergy,  and  die  corps 

(ion  wiudi  contradicts  that  diaracter,  or  even  d*  his  magistracy.    They  represented  to  him, 

detracts  fixxn  its  efficacy.    Necker  had  an  that  he  hi^  tried  them  all  severally,  in  several 

extreme  thirst  for  this  sort  of  glory ;  so  had  ways,  and  found  them  all  untractable.    That 

otbeis ;  and  this  pursuit  of  a  misplaced  and  he  had  twice  called  an  assembly  (the  notables) 

Dusunderstood    reputati<xi,  was    <Mie    of  the  composed  of  the  first  men  of  the  clergy,  the 

CKOsea  of  the  ruin  of  these  ministers,  and  cf  nobility,  and  the  magistrates ;  that  he  had  him- 

Iheir  unhappy  master.  The  Prussian  ministers  self  named  every  one  member  in  those  assem- 

10  foreign  courts  have  (at  least  not  l<mg  since)  blies,  and  that  though  so  picked  out,  he  had 

talked  the  most  democratic  language  with  re-  not,  in  this  their  collective  state,  found  them 

gard  to  France,  and  in  the  most  unmanaged  more  disposed  to  a  compliance  with  his  will 

terms.  than  they  had  been  separately.     That  there 

The  whole  corps  diplomatique,  with  very  remained  for  him,  with  the  least  prospect  of 

few  exceptions,  leans  that  way.    What  cause  advantage  to  his  authority  in  the  states  general, 

produces  in  them  a  turn  of  mind,  which  at  first  which  were  to  be  composed  of  the  same  sorts 

one  would  think  unnatural  to  their  situation,  it  of  men,  but  not  chosen  by  him,  only  the  tiert 

is  not  impossible  to  explain.     The  discussicm  Hat.    In  this  alone  he  could  repose  any  hope 

would,  however,  be  somewhat  long,  and  some-  of  extricating  himself  fi^m  his  difficulties,  and 

what  invidious.  The  fact  itself  is  (disputable,  of  settling  him  in  a  clear  and  permanent  au- 

however  they  may  disguise  it  to  their  several  thority.      They   represented   (these  are  the 

courts.     This  disposition  has  gone  to  so  very  words  of  (me  of  my  informants)  "  That  the 

great  a  length  in  that  corps,  in  itself  so  impor-  royal  authority  compressed  with  die  weight  of 

taot,  and  so  important  &a  furnishing  the  intel-  these  aristocratic  bodies,  full  cf  ambiticm,  and 

ligence  which  sways  all  cabinets,  that  if  princes  of  faction,  when  once  unloaded,  would  rise  of 

ud  states  do  not  very  speedily  attend  with  a  itself,  and  occupy  its  natural  place  without 

vigorous  controul  to  that  source  of  directicm  disturbance  or  controul :''    that  the  common 

lod  information,  very  serious  evils  are  likely  people  would  protect,  cherish,  and  support, 

tobe&Qthem.  instead  of  crushing  it.     "The  people,"  (it 

But  inde^  kings  are  to  guard  against  the  was  said)  "  could  entertain  no  objects  df  am- 

>ame  sort  of  dispositions  in  themselves.    They  bition  ;"  they  were  out  of  the  road  of  intrigue 

ve  very  easily  alienated  from  all  the  higher  and  cabal ;  and  could  possibly  have  no  other 

orders  of  their  subjects,  whether  civil  or  mill-  view  than  the  support  of  the  mild  and  parental 

tary,  laic  or  ecclesiastical.    It  is  with  persons  authority  by  which  they  were  invested,  for  the 

oTccHidititm  that  sovereigns  chiefly  come  into  first  time  collectively  with  real  importance  in 

contact.     It  is  from  them  that  they  generally  the  state,  and  protected  in  their  peaceable  and 

experience  opposition  to  their  will.    It  is  with  useful  employments. 

tiuir  pride  and  impracticability,  that  princes  This  unfortunate  king  (not  without  a  large 

are  most  hurt ;  it  is  with  their  servility  and  share  of  blame  to  himself)  was  deluded  to  his 

baseness,  that  they  are  most  commonly  dis-  ruin  by  a  desire  to  humble  and  reduce  his  no- 

gasted ;  it  is  from  their  humours  and  cabals,  bility,  clergy,  and  his  corporate  magistracy ; 

duit  they  find  their  aflairs  most  frequently  not  that  I  suppose  he  meant  wholly  to  eradicate 

troubled  and  distracted.     But  of  the  common  these  bodies,  in  the  manner  since  eflfected  by 

people  in  pure  monarchical  governments,  kings  the  democratic  power  ;  I  rather  believe  that 

know  but  little  or  nothing ;  and,  therefore,  be-  even  Necker's  designs  did  not  go  to  that  extent, 

ing  unacquainted  with  their  faidts  (which  are  With  his  own    hand,  however,    Louis  the 

as  many  as  those  of  the  great,  and  much  more  XVIth  pulled  down  the  pillars  which  uphekl 

decisive  in  their  effects  when  accompanied  his  throne  ;  and  this  he  did,  because  he  could: 

with  power)  kings  generally  regard  them  with  not  bear  the  inconveniences  which  are  attached 

tenderness  and  favour,  and  turn  their  eyes  to-  to  every  thing  human ;  because  he  fiuindhim- 

ward  that  description  of  their  subjects,  particu-  self  cooped  up,  and  in  durance  by  those  limits 

larly  wfaoi  hurt  by  opposition  firom  the  higher  which  nature  prescribes  to  desire  and*  imagi- 

orders.     It  was  thus  diat  the  king  of  France  nation  ;  and  was  taught  to  consider  as  low  and 

(a  perpetual  examine  to  all  sovereigns)  was  degrading,    that    mutual    dependence    which 

ruined.     I  have  it  from  very  sure  information  Providence  has  ordained  that  all  men  should 

(and  indeed  it  was  obvious  enough  from  the  have  on  one  another.    He  is  not  at  this  minute 

measures  which  were  taken  previous  to  the  perhaps  cured  of  the  dread  of  the  power  and 

aaeembly  of  the  states  and  afterwards)  that  the  credit  like  to  be  acquired  by  those  who  would 
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Mure  and  rescue  him.  He  leares  those  who  Instead  of  reconciling  himsdf  hefLrtOy  u^ 
suffer  in  his  cause  to  their  &te ;  and  hopes  by  bond-^fide  according  to  the  most  obirious  n|les 
Tarious  mean,  delusire  intrigues,  in  which  I  ^f  policy  to  the  states  of-  Brabant,  as  tbejf  art 
am  afraid  he  is  encouraged  from  abroad,  to  canslitiUedf  and  who  in  the  yregenf  ataU  ^ 
regain,  among  traitors  and  regicides,  the  power  ihmgi  stand  on  th^  same  foundation  with  }no 
he  has  joined  to  take  from  his  own  fiimily,  monarchy  itself,  and  who  might  have  been 
whom  he  quietly  sees  proscribed  before  his  gained  with  the  greatest  &cility,  they  have 
eyes,  and  called  to  answer  to  the  lowest  <^  his  advised  him  to  the  most  unkin^y  proceedisf 
rebels,  as  the  vilest  of  all  criminals.  which,  either  in  a  good  or  in  a  bad  light,  hi( 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  emperour  may  ever  been  attempted.  Under  a  pretext  tak«9 
be  taught  better  things  by  this  fatal  example,  from  the  spirit  of  the  lowest  chicane,  they  havo 
But  it  is  sure  that  he  has  advisers  who  en-  counselled  him  wholly  to  break  the  puUicfiudi, 
deavour  to  fill  him  with  the  ideas  which  have  to  annul  the  amnesty,  as  well  as  the  other  ooih 
brought  his  brother-in-law  to  his  present  situa-  diti(»s  through  which  he  obtained  an  entrasoe 
tion.  Joseph  the  Second  was  far  gone  in  this  into  the  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  under 
philosophy,  and  some,  if  not  most  who  serve  the  guarantee  of  Great  Britain  and  Prussia, 
the  emperour,  would  kindly  initiate  him  into  all  He  is  made  to  declare  his  adherence  to  the  in- 
the  mysteries  of  this  firee-masonry.  They  would  demnity  in  a  criminal  sense,  but  he  is  to  keif 
persuade  him  to  look  on  the  national  assembly  alive  in  his  own  name,  and  to  encourage  is 
not  with  the  hatred  of  an  enemy,  but  with  the  others  a  tivH  process  in  the  nature  of  an  actioo 
jealousy  t£\  rival.  They  would  make  him  of  damages  foMr  what  has  been  suffered  during 
desirous  of  doing,  in  his  own  dominions,  by  a  the  trouUes.  Whilst  he  keeps  up  this  hops- 
royal  despotism,  what  has  been  done  in  France  fill  law-suit  in  view  of  the  damages  he  may 
by  a  democratic.  Rather  than  abandon  such  recover  against  individuals,  he  loses  the  hearts 
enterprises,  they  would  persuade  him  to  a  cf  a  whole  people,  and  the  vast  subsidies  whidi 
Strange  alliance  between  those  extremes,  his  ancestors  had  been  used  to  receive  from 
Their  grand  object  being  now,  as  in  his  bro-  them. 

ther's  time,  at  any  rate  to  destroy  the  higher        This  design  once  admitted,  unriddles  the 
orders,  they  think  he  cannot  compass  this  end,  mystery  of  the  whole  conduct  of  the  emperoui'i 
as  certainly  he  cannot,  without  elevating  the  ministers  with  regard  to  France.    As  soon  u 
lower.    By  depressing  the  one  and  by  raising  they  saw  the  life  of  the  king  and  queen  of 
the  other,  they  hope  in  the  first  place  to  in-  France  no  longer  as  they  thought  in  danger, 
crease  his  treasures  and  his  army ;  and  with  they  entirely  changed  their  plan  with  regard 
these  common  instruments  6f  royal  power  they  to  the  French  nation.      I  believe  that  the 
flatter  him  that  the  democracy  which  they  help,  chiefri  of  the  revolution  (those  who  led  &e  con- 
in  his  name,  to  create,  wiil  give  him  but  little  stituting  assembly)  have  contrived  as  fiir  as 
trouble.     In  defiance  ofthe  freshest  experience,  they  can  do  it,  to  give  the  emperour  satis&o- 
which  might  shew  him  that  old  impossibilities  tion  on  this  head.    He  keeps  a  continual  tone 
are  become  modem  probabilities,  and  that  the  and  posture  of  menace  to  secure  this  his  oidy 
extent  to  which  evil  principles  may  go,  when  point.    But  it  must  be  observed,  that  he  dl 
left  to  their  own  operation,  is  beyond  the  pow-  along  grounds  his  departure  from  die  engag»- 
er  of  calculation,  they  will  endeavour  to  per-  ment  at  Pihiitz  to  the  princes,  and  on  the  witt 
suade  him  that  such  a  democracy  is  a  thing  and  actions  of  tAe  Hng  and  the  majon^  ofthe 
which  cannot  subsist  by  itself;  that  in  whos-  people,  without  any  regard  to  the  natural  and 
ever  hands  the  military  command  is  placed,  he  constitutional  orders  of  the  state,  or  to  the 
must  be   in  the  necessary  course  of  affairs,  opinions  of  the  whole    house  of  Bourbon, 
sooner  or  later  the  master ;  and  that  being  the  Though  it  is  manifestly  under  the  constraint 
master  of  various  unconnected  countries,  he  of  imprisonment  and  the  fear  of  death,  that  this 
may  keep  them  all  in  order  by  employing  a  unhappy  man  has  been  guilty  of  aD  those  hu- 
military  force,  which  to  each  of  them  is  fo-  milities  which  have  ast<»ished  mankind,  the 
reign.    This  maxim,  too,  however  formerly  advisers  of  the  emperour  will  consider  nothing 
plausible,  will  not  now  hold  water.     This  but  the  physical  person  of  Louis,  whidi,  even 
sdieme  is  full  (^  intricacy,  and  may  cause  him  in  his  present  degraded  and  infimoous  state, 
•very  where  to  lose  the  hearts  of  his  people,  they  regard  as  of  sufficient  authority  to  give  a 
These  counsellors  forget  that  a  comipted  army  complete  sanction  to  the  persecution  and  utter 
was  the  very  cause  of  the  ruin  of  his  brother-  ruin  of  all  his  family,  and  of  every  person  who 
in-law ;  and  that  he  is  himself  &r  from  secure  has  shewn  any  degree  of  attachment  or  fiddity 
fix>m  a  similar  corruption.  to  him,  or  to  his  cause ;  as  well  as  competent 
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tbtwitb  ■■cMBteoartitutMnaiid  en(t«d  k>  support  liieir  power  doriiif  Aeir  fa»» 

ifibtFreBdi  iMiiarchj.  penskMi  from  the  present,  and  to  gorem  the 

Ths|N«aentpelicjthei«fcre  of  the  Austrian  existent  bodj  with  as  sorereign  a  sway  as 

jHlitieHtDS,  is  to  recover  deqmtism  through  diey  had  done  the  last.     They  have,  for  the 

itmociacf ;  or  at  least,  at  any  expense,  ereiy  greater  part,  succeeded ;  and  they  have  many 

wiMie  to  min  the  deacripdoD  of  men  who  are  advantages  towards  procuring  their  success  in 

^j     tmy  where  the  objects  of  their  settled  and  fiiture.    Just  b^re  the  close  of  their  regvdar 

-^J      i^stemBtie  avecsaoo,  hot  more  especially  in  power,  they  bestowed  some  appearance  of  pro- 

4      the  Nedieriands.     Compare  this   with  the  rogatives  on  the  king,  which  in  their  first 

•j      «mpeiuui*s  refining  at  first  all  intercourse  widi  plans  they  had  refused  to  him ;  particular^ 

7       lbs  present  powers  in  France,  with  his  endea-  the  mischievous,  and  in  his  situation,  dreadfid 

i       VBoring  to  excite  ai  Europe  against  tfiem,  prerogative    of  a   Veto,      This   prerogative 

and  thai  his  not  only  withdrawing  all  assist-  (whidi  they  hold  as  their  bit  in  the  mouth  of 

•Boe  and  all  countenance  from  the  fiigitivee  the  national  assembly  for  the  time  being) 

who  had  been  drawn  1^  his  declarations  fnm  without  the  direct  assistance  of  their  dub,  it 

their  hoasea,  situations,  and  military  commit  was  impossible  for  the  king  to  riiew  even  die 

sioBS,  many  eren  fix»m  the  means  of  their  yery  desire  of  exerting  with  the  smallest  eflfect,  or 

enstence,    but   treating    them    with   every  even  with  safety  to  his  person.    However,  by 

ijpecies  of  insiih  and  outrage.  playing    through    this    Feto,    the   asseidriy 

Gomlmu^  this  unexamined  conduct  in  the  against  the  king,  and  the  king  against  the 

aaperoof's  advisers,  with  the  timidi^  (op^  assembly,  they  Imve  made  themselves  roasten 

latMg  as  perfidjr)  of  the  king  of  France,  a  of  both.    In  this  situation,  having  destroyed 

»&tal  *»«"t'*  is  held  out  to  all  subjects,  tend-  die  cAd  government  by  their  sediticm,  they 

h^;  to  shew  what  little   support,  or   even  wouM  preserve  as  mudi  of  order  as  is  neee»> 

ooiiiMBD8Bee  they  are  to  expect  fiom  those  for  sary  for  the  support  of  their  own  usuqNition. 

>.       ivfaooi  their  principle  of  fidelity  may  induce  It  is  believed  that  this,  by  fiir  the  worst  par^ 

them  to  risk  life  and  fixTtune.    The  empe-  ofthe  miscreants  ofFrance,  has  received  direct 

*  \       roar's  advisers  would  not  for  the  world  rescind  encouragemmit  fxxna  the  comseDors  who  betray 

•       om  of  the  acts  of  this  er  of  the  late  French  tiie  emperour.     Thus  strengthened  by  the  pos- 

*\       wwimHy ;  nor  do  they  wish  any  thing  better  sessicNi  ofthe  captive  king  (now  captive  in  his 

'        it  present  for  dieir  master's  brother  ofFrance,  mind  as  well  as  in  body)  and  by  a  good  hope 

tluui  dkat  lie  should  really  be,  as  he  is  nomi-  of  die  emperour,  they   intend  to  send  their 

nafly,  at  die  head  of  die  system  of  persecution  ministers  to  every  court  in  Europe ;  having 

of  religion  and  good  order,  and  of  all  descrip-  sent  before  them  such  a  denunciation  of  terrour 

^        tions  of  dignity,  natunl  md  instituted ;  they  and  superiority  to  every  nation  without  excep- 

oidy  wish  all  diis  done  with  a  little  more  re-  tion,  as  has  no  example  in  the  di{4omatie 

fpsct  to  the  king's  person,  and  with  more  wcnrld.     Hitherto    the  ministers    to   foreign 

appearaneeof  coi»iderationfor  hisnewsubor-  courts  had  been  of  the  appointment  of  the 

dinate  office  ;  in  hopes  that  yieUing  himself  sovereign  ofFrance  previou9  to  the  revolution  ; 

for  the  present,   to  the  persons  iHio   have  and  either  firom  inclination,  duty  or  decorum, 

effected  tiMse' changes,  he  may  be  able  to  most  of  them  were  contented  with  a  merely  pas- 

ganw  for  the  vest  heieaftor.    On  no  other  prin-  sive  obedience  to  the  new  power.    At  present, 

ciples  Aan  diese,  can  the  conduct  of  the  court  the  king  being  entirely  in  the  hands  of  his 

of  Vienna  be  accounted  for.    The  subordinate  jailors,  and  his  mind  broken  to  his  situation, 

eoort  of  Brussds  talks  the  language  of  a  dub  can  s^  mme  but  the  enthusiasts  of  the  system 

of  Feaillans  and  Jacobins.  —men  framed  by  the  secret  committee  of  the 

la  this  state  of  general  rottenness  among  Feuillans,  who  meet  in  the  house  of  Madame 

siAieets,  sad  of  delusion  and  false  politics  in  de  Stahl,  M.  Keeker's  daughter.    Bach  ki 

princes,  comes  a  new  experiment.     The  king  every  man  whom  they  have  talked  of  sending 

of  France  is  in  the  hands  of  the  diiefe  of  the  hither.    These  ministers  willi»e  so  many  spies 

regicide  foction,  the  Bamaves,  Lameths,  Fay-  and  incendiaries ;  so  majay  active  emissaries 

ettes,  Perigords,  Duports,  Robespierres,  C»-  of  democracy.     Their  houses  will   beeooM 

mm^s,  kc.  Jcc.  ICe.    They  who  had  impri-  placesof  rendezvous  here,  as  every  where  elsof 

soned,  suspended,  and  conditionally  deposed  and  centres  of  cabal  for  whatever  is  mischi*> 

him,  are  his  confidential  counselors.    The  vous  and  malignant  in  this  country,  paiticakfly 

■ast  desperate  of  the  desperate  rebds,  caM  among  those  d!*  rank  and  feshion.    As  the  min* 

thsMselves  the   moderate  party.    They  ara  ister  of  the  national  assembly  will  be  admitted 

the  chiifiiofthe  first  assembly,  who  are  oonfed-  at  this  court,  at  least  widi  his  usual  rank,  ani 
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as  entertainments  will  be  naturally  given  «Dd  ceeding  with  a  regular  and  ratiooal  appev 

received  by  the  king's  own  ministers,  any  ance,  to  two  very  material    consideratioBf, 

attempt  to  discountenance  the  resort  of  other  First,  it  shews  that  they  are  of  c^inion  that 

people  to  that  minister  would  be  ineffectual,  the  current  opinions  of  the  Knglish  have  dM 

and  indeed  absurd,  and  full  of  contradiction,  greatest  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  people 

The  women  who  come  with  these  ambas-  in  France,  and  indeed  of  all  the  peofile  ii 

sadors  will  assist  in  fomenting  fiictions  among  Europe,  since  they  catch  with  sudi  astonub- 

ours,  which  cannot  &il  of  extending  the  evil,  ing  eagerness  at  every  the  moat  triflmg  shew 

Some  c^  them  I  hear  are  already  arrived,  of  suc^  opinions  in  their  favour.    Next,  and 

There   is  no  doubt  they  will  do  as  much  what  appears  to  me  to  be  full  as  important,  it 

mischief  as  they  can.  shews  that  they  are  willing  publicly  to  coud- 

Whilst  the  public  ministers  are  received  tenance  and  even  to  adopt  every  &ctiou8  coiw 

under  the  general  law  of  the  communication  spiracy  that  can  be  formed   in  this  natioOi 

between  nations,  the  correspondences  between  however  low  and  base  in  itself,  in  (xder  to 

the  factious  clubs  in  France  and  ours,  will  be,  excite  in  the  most  miserable  wretches  here, 

as  they  now  are,  kept  up :  but  this  pretended  an  idea  of  their  own  sovereign  impoilaiice, 

embassy  will  be  a  closer,  more  steady  and  and  to  encourage  them  to  look  up  to  France, 

more  effectual  link  between  the  partisans  of  whenever  they  may  be  matured  into  some- 

the  new  system  cm  both  sides  of  the  water,  thing  of  more  force,  fin*    assistance  in  the 

I  do  not  mean  that  these  Anglo-Gallic  clubs  subversion    of  their    domestic    govemmoit. 

in  London,  Manchester,  &c.  are  not  dan-  This    address    of    the    alehouse-dub    was 

gerous  in  a  high  degree.     The  appointment  actually  proposed  and  accepted  by  the  assem- 

of  festive  anniversaries  has  ever  in  the  sense  bly  as  an  cJlianee.    The  procedure  was  in 

of  mankind  been  held  the  best  method  of  my  opinion  a  high  misdemeanor  in  those  who 

keeping  alive  the  spirit  of  any  institution,  acted  thus  in  England,  if  they  were  not  so 
We  have  one  settled  in  London ;  and  at  the  *  very  low  and  so  very  base,  that  no  acts  of 

last  of  them,  that  of  the  14th  of  July,  the  theirs  can  be  called  high,  even  as  a  descrip- 

strong  discountenance  of  government,  the  un-  tion  of  criminality  ;    and  the    assembly  in 

favourable  time  of  the  year,  and  the  then  accepting,  proclaiming  and    publishing    this 

uncertainty    of  the    dispositicm    of   foreign  forged  edliance,  has  been  guil^  of  a  plain 

powers,  did  not  hinder  the  meeting  o(  at  least  aggression,  which  would  justify  our  court  in 

nine  hundred  people,  with  good  coats  on  their  demanding  a  direct  disavowal,  if  our  policy 

backs,  who  could  afford  to  pay  half  a  guinea  should  not  lead  us  to  wink  at  it. 

a  head  to  shew  their  zeal  for  the  new  prin-  •    Whilst  I  look  over  this  paper  to  have  it 

ciples.     They  were  with  great  difficulty,  and  copied,  I  see  a  manifesto  c^  the  assembly,  as 

all  possible  address,  hindered  from  inviting  a  preliminary  to  a  declaration  of  war  against 

the  French  ambassador.     His  real  indisposi-  the  German  princes  on  the  Rhine.     This 

tion,  besides  the  fear  of  offending  any  party,  manifesto  contains  the  whole  substance  of  the 

sent  him  out  of  town.    But  when  our  court  French  politics  with  regard  to  foreign  states, 

shall  have  recognised  a  government  in  France,  They  have  <ndered  it  to  be  circulated  among 

founded  on  the  principles  announced  in  Mont-  the  people  in  every  country  of  Europe — even 

morin's  letter,  how  can  the  French  ambas-  previously  to  its  acceptance  by  the  king  and 

sador  be  frowned  upon  for  an  attendance  on  his  new  privy  council,  the  club  of  the  Feuil- 

those  meetings  wherein  the  establishment  of  lans.     Therefore,  as  a  summary  of  their  policy 

the  government  he  represents  is  celebrated  ?  avowed  by  themselves,  let  us  OMisider  some 

Au  event  happened  a  few  days  ago,  which  of  the  circumstances  attending  that  piece,  as 

in  many  particulars  was  very  ridiculous ;  yet  wdl  as  the  spirit  and  temper  (^  the  piece  itsdC 
even  firom  the  ridicule  and  absurdity  df  die         It  was  preceded  by  a  speech  from  Brissot, 

proceedings,  it  marks  the  more  strongly  the  full  of  unexampled  insdence  towards  all  the 

spirit  of  the  French  assembly.     I  mean  the  sovereign  states  ofGermany,  if  not  of  Europe, 

reception  they  have  given  to  the  Frith-street  The  assen^y,  to  express  their  satis&ction  in 

alliance.     This,  though  the  delirium  of  a  low,  the  sentiments  which  it  contained,  ordered  it 

drunken  alehouse-club,    they  have    publicly  to  be  printed.     This  Brissot  had  been  in  the 

announced  as  a  formal  alliance  with  the  people  lowest  and  basest  employ  under  the  deposed 

of  England,  as  such  ordered  it  to  be  presented  monarchy :   a  sort  of  thiei^taker,  or  spy  of 

to  their  king,  and  to  be  published  in  every  pdice,  in  which  character  he  acted  after  the 

province  in  France.    This  leads  more  directly  manner  of  persons  in  that  description.    He 

aod  with  much  greater  force  than  any  pro*  had  been  employed  by  bis  master,  the  lieo^ 
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kaufk  de  polioe,  fsa  a  oonnderaUe  time  in  «tniioe  to  be  canied  to  the  desirad  poiiil,.  «ii 

Ladoa,  in  the  aame  or  some  such  honourable  the  principles  on  which  they  are  now  Ihaath 

ne^adaa.   The  rerolution  which  ha»  brought  flelyes  threatened  an  their  own  state ;  andthii^ 

fiimaniallBieritof^t  kind,  raised  him,  with  because,  according  to  the  poor  and  narrow 

otters  of  a  similar  class  and  disposition,  to  spirit  now  in  fashion,  their  brother  sovereign^ 

6iDe  and  eminence.    On  the  revdution  he  be-  whose  subjects  have  been  thus  traitorously  muA 

cune  a  publisher  of  an  infiunous  newspaper,  inhumanly  treated,  in  violation  of  the  law .  d 

which  he  still  continues.    He  is  diarged,  and  nature  and  of  nations,  has  a  name  somewhtt 

I  bdieve  jusdy,   as  the  first  mover  of  the  different  from  theirs,  and  instead  a(  being 

troaUes  in  Hispaniola.    There  is  no  wicked-  styled  king,  or  duke,  <m:  landgrave,  is  usnaUgr 

MSI,  ^I  am  rightly  informed,  in  which  he  is  ctdled  pope. 

M  vOTsed,  and  of  which  he  is  not  perfectly  The  electors  df  Treves  and  Mentz  were 

ca]Mble.    His  quality  of  news  writer,  now  an  fii^tened  with  the  menace  of  a  similar  mode 

employnient  (^  the  first  dignity  in  France,  of  war.     The  assembly,  however,  not  thinking 

and  hiis  practices  and  princi^es,  procured  his  that  the  electors  of  Treves  and  Mentz  had 

dsction  into  the  aaseixftdj,  where  he  Is  aae  of  done  enough  under  their  first  terrour,  have 

the  leading  menfbers.     M.   C(nid(Mx:et  {mo-  again  brou^t  fcMrward  Condorcet,  preceded  by 

doced  on  the  same  day  a  draft  of  a  declaration  Brissot,  as  I  have  just  stated.     The  dedam^ 

to  the  king,  whicli  (be  assemUy  published  tion  which  ihey  have  ordered  now  to  be  circn^ 

before  it  was  presented.  lated  in  idl  countries,  is  in  substance  the  same 

Condorcet  (thou^  no  marquis,  as  he  styled  as  the  first,  but  still  more  insdent,  because 

Inmself  before  the  revolution)  is  a  man  of  more  full  of  detail.     There  they  have  the  im* 

anodier  sort  of  birth,  fashion,  and  occupation  pudence  to  state  that  they  aim  at  no  conquest ; 

from  Brissot;  but  in  every  princifde,  and  every  insinuating  that  dl  the  <M  lawful  powers  of 

disposition  to  the  lowest  as  we9  as  the  highest  the  world  had  each  made  a  constant  open  pfo^ 

and  inost  determined  villanies,  fully  his  equal,  fession  of  a  design  of  subduing  his  neighbocnrs. 

He  seconds  Brissot  in  the  assembly,  and  is  They  add,  that  if  they  are  provoked,  their  war 

>t  once  his  cq^auljutor  and  his  rival  in  a  news-  will  be  directed  only  against  those  who  assame 

paper,  which  in  his  own  name  and  as  sueces-  to  be  maaters.    But  to  the  people  they*  wiQ 

8or  to   M.   Garat,   a  member    also  of   the  bring  peace,  law,  liberty,  &c.  &,c.     There  in 

tssembly,  he  has  just  set  up  in  that  empire  not  the  least  hint  that  they  consider  thoM 

of  Gazettes.     Condorcet  was  chosen  to  draw  whom  they  call  persons  '^  assuming  to  be  mtt»> 

tte  Qrst  declaration  presented  by  the  assembly  terr^  to  1)e  the  lawful  government  of  their 

to  the  king,   as  a  threat  to  the  elector  c^  country,  or  persons  to  be  treated  with  the  least 

Treres,  and  the  other  provinces  on  the  Rhine,  management  or  respect.     They  regard  them  as 

In  that  piece,  in  which  both  Feuillans  and  usurpers  and  enslavers  of  the  people.     If  I  do 

Jacobins  concurred,  they  declared  publicly,  not  mistake,  they  are  described  by  the  name 

and  most  proudly  and  insolently,  the  principle  of  tyrants  in  Condorcet's  first  draught.    I  aim 

00  whidi  they  mean  to  proceed  in  their  future  sure  they  are  so  in  Brissot's  speech,  ordered 

disputes  with  any  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe ;  by  the  assembly  to  be  printed  at  the  same  tiiiM 

for  they  say,  "  that  it  is  not  with  fire  and  and  for  the  same  purposes.     The  whole  is  1b 

iword  diey  mean  to  attack  their  territories,  hut  the  same  strain,  full  of  false  philosc^hy  and 

bj  Miiat  will  be  more  dreadful  to  them,  the  false  rhetoric,  both,   however,   calculated  tb 

introduction  d'liberty." — I  have  not  the  paper  captivate  and  influence  the  vulgar  mind)  =alid 

by  me  to  give  the  exact  words-^ut  I  believe  to  excite  sedition  in  die  countries  in  which  it 

they  are  nearly  as  I  state  them.    Dreadful  is  ordered  to  be  circulated.    Indeed  it  is  sodi, 

indeed  will  be  their  hostility,  if  they  should  be  that  if  any  of  the  lawful  acknowledged  sove- 

aUe  to  carry  it  on  according  to  the  example  of  reigns  of  Europe  had  publicly  order^  such'  a 

ihar  modes  of  introducing  liberty.   They  have  manifesto  tobe  circulated  in  the  dominions  of 

diewn  a  perfect  model  of  their  whole  design,  another,  the  ambassador  of  that  power  wonkl 

very  complete,  though  in  little.   This  gang  of  instantly  be  ordered  to  quit  every  court  without 

murderers  and  savages  have  wholly  laid  waste  an  audience. 

and  utterly  ruined  the  beautiful  and  happy  The  powers  of  Europe  have  a  pretext  fSt 

country  of  the  Comtat  Venaissin  and'  the  city  concealing  their  fears,  by  saying  that  this  iWJi. 

of  Avignon.     This  cruel  and  treacherous  out-  guage  is  not  used  by  tiie  king ;  though  ikiy 

lage  the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  in  my  opinion,  well  know  that  there  is  in  effect  no  such  per- 

with  a  great  mistake  of  their  honour  and  in-  son,  that  the  assembly  is  in  reality,  and  by  that 

terest,  hare  permitted  even  without  a  remon-  king  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  mat^,  1hat 
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what  hs  doM  ii  but  matter  of  fiNrmality,  and  whom  I  wish  to  submit  mj  thoughts, 

llmt  he  can  neither  cause  nor  hinder,  aocderate  duuracter  which  will  enable  them  to  i 

nor  retard  any  measure  whatsoever,  nor  add  to  ger  without   astonishment,   and    to 

nor  soften  the  manifesto  which  the  assembly  against  it  without  perplexity, 

has  directed  to  be  published,  with  the  declared  To  what  lengths  this  method  of  cir> 

purpose  of  exciting  mutiny  and  rebeUion  in  the  mutinous  manifestos,  and  of  keeping  • 

several  countries  governed  by  these  powers,  ries  of  sedition  in  every  court  under  th 

By  the  generality  of  the  menaces  contained  in  of  ambassadors,  to  propagate  the  pr 

this  paper  (though  iofinitdy  aggravating  the  and  to  fdlow  the  practices,  wiU  go,  ai 

outrage)  they  hope  to  remove  from  each  power  soon  they  will  operate,  it  is  haird  to  si 

separately  the  idea  of  a  distinct  afiront.     The  go  on  it  will — more  or  less  rapidly,  ac 

persons  first  pointed  at  by  the  menace  are  to  events,  and  to  the  humour  of  the  time 

certainly  the  princes  of  Germai^,  who  harbour  princes  menaced  with  the  revolt  of  tht 

the    persecuted  house  of  Bourbon  and   the  jects,  at  the  same  time  they  have  obseq 

nobility  of  France ;  the  dedaratioa,  however,  obeyed  the  sovereign  mandate  of  the  n( 

is  general,  and  goes  to  every  state  with  wludi  man  senate,  have  received  with  distinc 

they  may  have  a  cause  ef  quarrel.  But  the  ter-  a  public  character,  ambassadors  fi-om  th( 

rour  of  France  has  fellen  upon  aU  naticms.    A  in  the  same  act  had  circulated  the  man 

few  m(mths  since  all  sovereigns  seemed  dis-  sedition  in  their  dominions.     This  v 

poaed  to  unite  against  her,  at  present  they  all  only  thing  wanting  to  the  degradation  8 

seem  to  combine  in  her  fevour.    At  no  period  grace  of  die  Germanic  body, 

has  the  power  of  France  ever  appeared  with  so  The  ambassadors  from  the  rights  < 

formidable  an  aspect.    In  particular  the  liber-  and  their  admission  into  the  diplomatic  i 

ties  of  the  en^Hre  can  have  nothing  more  than  I  hdd  to  be  a  new  aera  in  this  busini 

an  existence  the  most  tottering  and  precarious,  will  be  the  most  important  step  yet  U 

whilst  France  exists  with  a  great  power  of  afiect  the  ei^istence  of  sovereigns,  i 

fomenting  rebellion,  and  the  greatest  in  the  higher  classes  oflife— I  do  not  mean  to 

weakest ;  but  with  neither  power  n(x  disposi-  its  effects  up(Hi  all  classes-^ut  the  first 

tion  to  support  the  smaller  states  in  their  indei>  aimed  at  the  more  prominent  parts  in 

pendenoe  against  die  attempts  of  the  more  cient  order  (^things. 

powerful.  What  is  to  be  done  ? 

I  wind  up  aU  in  a  foil  conviction  within  my  It  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  ( 

own  breast,  and  the  sdbstance  of  which  I  must  than  to  make  a  case.    Many  things 

repeat  over  and  over  again,  that  the  state  of  But  as  they,  like  all  political  measures, 

France  is  the  first  consideration  in  all  the  poll-  on  dispositions,  tempers,  means,  and  < 

tics  (/Europe,  and  of  each  state,  externally  as  circumstuices,  for  all  their  effect,  no 

well  as  internally  considered.  well  assured  of  these,  I  do  not  know  ho 

Most  of  the  topics  I  have  used  are  drawn  loose  any  speculations  of  mine  on  the  i 

firem  fear  and  apprehension.     Topics  derived  The  evil  is  stated  in  my  opinion  as  it 

from  fear  or  addressed  to  it,  are,  I  well  know.  The  remedy  must  be  where  power,  v 

of  doubtfld  ai^warance.     To  be  sure,  hope  is  and  information,  I  hope  are  more  unit 

ift  geoeial  the  incitement  to  action.     Alarm  good  intentions  than  they  can  be  with 

some  men— you  do  not  drive  them  to  provide  have  dcneiwith  this  subject,  I  believe  fi 

for  their  security ;  you  put  them  to  a  stand ;  It  has  given  me  many  anxious  momenU 

yon  induce  them  not  to  take  measures  to  pre-  two  last  years.    If  a  great  change  is  to  I 

vent  the  approach  of  danger,  but  to  remove  so  in  human  affairs,  the  minds  of  men  wi] 

unpleasant  an  idea  firom  their  minds ;  you  ted  to  it ;  the  general  opinions  and  feeli 

pemuade  them  to  remain  as  they  are,  from  a  draw  that  way.     Every  fear,  every  ho 

new  fear  that  their  activity  may  bring  on  the  forward  it ;  and  then  they  who  persist 

apprehended  mischief  before  its  time.     I  con-  posing  this  mighty  current  in  human 

fees  fi^y  that  this  evil  sometimes  happens  wiU  appear  raUier  to  resist  the  decrees 

fiiom  an  overdone  precaution ;  but  it  is  when  vidence  itself^  than  the  mere  designs  < 

the  measures  are  rash,  ill  chosen,  or  ill  com-  They  wiU  not  be  resolute  and  Grm,  fa 

bined,  and  the  effects  rather  of  blind  terrour  verse  and  obstinate. 
than  flf  raUghtaned  fonaight    But  tho  few  to 
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That  Franee,  by  ita  mero  geographical  Circumstances  have  enabled  France  to  do 

position,  indq>eiideoUy  of  every  odier  circum-  all  this  by  land.    On  the  other  element  she  has 

Kanoe,  must  affect  every  state  of  Europe;  begun  to  exert  herself;  and  she  must  succeed 

<ooie  of  them  immediately,  all  of  them  through  in  her  designs,  if  enemies  very  different  from 

Biediiims  not  very  remote.  those  she  has  hitherto  had  to  encounter,  do  not 

That  the  standing  policy  of  this  kingdcMn  resist  her. 

ever  has  been  to  watch  over  the  external  pro-  She  has  fitted  out  a  naval  force,  now  actu- 

ceedings  of  France,  (whatever  form  the  inle-  ally  at  sea,  by  which  she  is  enabled  to  give  law 

riovr  government  of  that  kingdom  might  take,)  to  the  whole  Mediterranean.    It  is  known  as 

uid  to  prevent  the  extei^ioo  of  its  dominion  a  fact  (and  if  not  so  known,  it  is  in  the  nature 

tf  its  ruling  influence,  over  other  states.  ti[  things  highly  probable)  that  she  proposes  the 

That,  there  is  nothing  in  the  present  intern^  ravage  of  the  Ecclesiastical  state,  and  the  pi^ 

itate  of  things  in  Fruice,  which  alters  the  lage  cf  Rome,  as  her  first  object ;  that  next  she 

national  policy  with  regard  to  the  exteriour  means  to  b<Hnbard  Naples ;  to  awe,  to  humble, 

■"slations  of  that  country.  and  thus  to  command  all  Italy — to  force  it  to  a 

That  there  are,  on  the  contrary,  many  things  nominal  neutrality,  but  a  real  dependence — to 

10  the  internal  circumstances  of  France  (and  compel  the  Italian  princes  and  republics  to 

Pcrh^M  of  this  country  too)  which  tend  to  for-  admit  the  fi^e  entrance  of  the  French  com- 

%  the  principles  of  that  fiindamental  policy  ;  merce,  an  open  intercourse,  and  the  sure  ccm- 

ud  which  renider  the  active  assertion  of  those  comitant,    of  that  intercourse,    the  (\ffiliaied 

principles  oMNre  pressing  at  this,  than  at  any  «octe(ies,  in  a  manner  similar  to  those  she  has 

Corner  time.  established  at  Avignon,  the  Comtat,  Cham- 

That,  by  a  diange  effected  in  about  three  berry,  London,  Manchester,  &c.,  &c.,  which 

weeks,  France  has  been  able  to  penetrate  into  are  so  many  C(donies  planted  in  all  these  coun- 

tfas  heart  of  Grermany  ;  to  make  an  absolute  tries,  for  extending  the  influence,  and  securing 

coai|ue8t  of  Savoy ;  to  menace  an  immediate  the  dominion  of  the  French  republic 

ifivtsion  of  the  Netherlands ;  and  to  awe  and  That  there  never  has  been  hitherto  a  period 

wrerbeor  the  whole  Helvetic  body,  whkh  is  in  in  which  this  kingdom  wouki  have  suffered  a 

a  most  perilous  situation.    The  great  aristo-  French  fleet  to  domineer  in  the  Mediterranean, 

Giatac  cantoas  having,  perhaps,  as  much  or  and  to  force  Italt  to  submit  to  such  terms  aa 

BMro  to  dread  fimn  their  own  people  whom  they  France  would  think  fit  to  impose — to  say  no- 

ani,  but  do  not  choose  or  ^e  to  emjdoy,  as  thing  of  what  has  been  done  upon  land  in  sup- 

from  die  foreign  enemy,  which  against  all  pub-  port  of  the  same  system.    The  great  object  for 

lie  foith  has  butchered  their  troops,  serving  by  whidi  we  preserved  Minorca,  whilst  we  could 

treaty  is  France.    To  this  picture,  it  is  hardly  keep  it,  and  for  which  we  still  retain  Gibraltar, 

Becessary  to  add,  the  means  by  which  France  both  at  a  great  expense,  was,  and  is,  to  prevent 

bas  been  aaaUed  to  ^ect  all  this,  namely  the  the  predominance  <^  France  over  the  Medi- 

afiparently  entire  destructioD  of  one  <^  the  terranean. 

iaigast,andeertainlytbehighestdisciplined,and  Thus  for  as  to  the  certain  and  immediate 

bast  appointed  army  ever  seen,  headed  by  the  effect  of  that  armament  upon  the  Italian  states, 

irst  military  sovereign  in  Europe,  with  a  ca]>-  The  probable  effect  which  that  armament,  and 

tain  under  him  of  the  greatest  renown ;  and  the  other  armaments  preparing  at  Tonlon,  and 

that  without  a  Uow  given  or  received  on  any  other  ports,  may  have  upon  ^fair,  on  the  sido 

■ds.    This  state  of  things  seems  to  me,  even  of  the  Mediterranean,  is  worthy  of  the  serioai 

if  k  went  no  Anther,  truly  serious.  sttention  of  the  British  councils. 
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That  it  is  most  probable,  we  may  lay,  in  a  who    premeditatedly    uncorered    his   whols 

manner  certain,  that  if  there  should  be  a  rup-  fixntier. 

ture  between  France  and  Spain,  France  will         That  Spain,  from  the  actual  and  unexpected 

not  confine  her  offensive  piratical  operations  prevalence  of  French  power,  is  in  a  most  peri- 

against  Spain,  to  her  efforts  in  the  Mediterra^  lous  situation ;    perfectly  dependent  oo  the 

nean ;  on  which  side,  however,  she  may  grie-  mercy  of  that  republic.    If  Austria  is  brokeo, 

Tously  affect  Spain,  especially  if  she  excites  or  even  humbled,  she  will  not  dare  to  dispute 

Morocco  and  Algiers,  which  undoubtedly  she  its  mandates, 
will,  to  fall  upon  that  power.  In  the  present  state  <^  things,  we  have  oo- 

That  she  will  fit  out  armaments  upcm  the  thing  at  all  to  dread  fixxn  the  power  of  Sptin 

ocean,  by  which  the  flota  itself  may  be  inter-  by  sea,  or  by  land,  or  finom  any  rivalry  in 

cepted ,  and  thus  the  treasures  of  all  Europe,  as  commerce. 

well  as  the  largest  and  surest  resources  of  the         That  we  hare  much  to  dread  fixxn  the  cod- 

Spanish  monarchy,   may  be  conveyed    into  nections  into  which  Spain  may  be  foroed. 
France,  and  become  poweriiil  instruments  for         From  the  circumstances  q€  her  territorial 

the  annoyance  of  all  her  neighbours.  possessions,  of  her  resources,  and  the  whole  of 

That  she  makes  no  secret  (^her  designs.  her  civil  and  poUtical  state,  we  may  be  author 

That,  if  the  inward  and  outward  bound  flota  ized  safely,  and  with  undoubted  confideDoe  to 

should  escape,  still  France  has  more  and  bet-  affirm,  that 

ter  means  of  dissevering  many  of  the  provinces         Spain  is  not  a  nU^tantive  power  : 
in  the  West  and  East  Indies,  fi^m  the  state  of        That  she  must  lean  on  France,  ot  co  Eng- 

Spain,  than  Holland  had  when  she  succeeded  land. 

in  the  same  attempt.     The  French  marine  re-         That  it  is  as  much  for  the  interest  of  Great 

sembles  not  a  little  the  dd  armaments  of  the  Britain  to  prevent  the   predominancy  of  a 

Flibustiers,  which  about  a  century  back,  in  Brench  interest  in  that  kingdom,  as  if  Spain 

conjunction  with  pirates  of  our  nati(ni,  brou^t  were  a  province  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bntain, 

such  calamities  upcm  the  Spanish  col<mies.  or  a  state  actually  dependent  on  it;  full  as 

They  differ  only  in  this,  that  the  present  pira-  much  so  as  ever  Portugal  was  r^mted  to  be. 

tical  force  is,  out  of  all  measure  and  compari-  This  is  a  dependency  of  much  greater  valae ; 

son,  greater ;  one  hundred  and  fiAy  ships  of  and  its  destruction,  or  its  being  carried  to  any 

the  line,  and  frigates,  being  ready  built,  most  other  dependency,  of  much  more  serious  mis- 

of  them  in  a  manner  new,  and  all  applicable  in  fwtune. 

different  ways  to  that  service.     Privateers  and        One  ofthese  two  things  must  happen.  Either 

Moorish  corsairs  possess  not  the  best  seaman-  Spain  must  submit  to  circurastaitoes,  and  take 

ship,  and  very  little  discij^ine,  and  indeed  can  such  conditions  as  France  will  impose ;  w  she 

make  no  figure  in  regular  service ;  but  in  des-  must  engage  in  hostilities  along  with  the  em- 

perate  adventures,  and  animated  with  a  lust  of  perour,  and  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
plunder,  they  are  truly  formidaUe.  If  Spain  shouki  be  forced  or  awed  into  a 

That  the  land  forces  of  France  are  well  treaty  with  the  repiri>lic  of  France,  Ae  fMist 

adapted  to  concur  with  their  marine  in  con-  open  her  ports  s«d  her  commerce,  as  wdl  as 

junct  expeditions  of  this  nature.    In  such  ex-  the  land  communication^  die  French  labour- 

peditions,  enterprise    supplies    the  want   of  era,  who  were  accustomed  annually  to  gather 

discipline,  and  perhaps  more  than  supplies  it.  in  the  harvest  in  Spain.    Indeed  she  must 

Both  for  this,  and  for  other  service,  (however  grant  a  free  communication  for  traveDere  and 

contemptible  their  military  is,  in  other  re-  tradera  through  her  whole  country.     In  diat 

spects)  one  arm  is  extremely  good,  the  engi-  case  it  is  not  conjectural,  it  is  certain,  the 

neering  and  artillery  branch.     The  old  officer  dubs  will  give  law  in  the  prorinces  ;  Bourgo- 

corps  in  both  being  composed  for  the  greater  ing,  or  some  such  miscreant,  will  give  law  at 

part  of  those  who  were  not  gentlemen,  or  gen-  Madrid. 

tlemen  newly  such,  few  have  abandoned  the        In    this  England    may  acquiesce    if  siie 

service,  and  the  men  are  veterans  well  enough  pleases ;  and  France  wiU  conclude  a  triune 

disciplined,  and  very  expert.     In  this  piratical  phant  peace  with  Spain  under  her  absolute 

way  they  must  make  war  with  good  advantage,  dependence,  with  a  broad  highway  into  that 

They  must  do  so,  even  on  the  side  of  Flandera,  and  into  every  state  of  Europe.     She  actually 

either  offensively  or  defensively.     This  shews  invites  Great  Britain  to  divide  with  her  the 

the  difference  between  the  policy  of  Louis  the  spoils  of  the  new  w<Nrki,  and  to  make  a  partih 

XlVth,  who  built  a  wall  of  brass  about  his  tion  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.    Clearly  it  ia 

kingdom ;   and  that  of  Joseph  the  Second,  better  to  do  so,  than  to  suffer  France  to  poaaeM 
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tbM  wpoSJBf  and  that  territory  alone ;  which,  sovereignB,  fuU  of  lecret  heart  btiming,  dis- 

widioiit  doubt,  unresisted  by  us,  she  is  alto-  trust  and  mutual  accusation.    Periiaps  it  may 

gedier  as  able,  as  die  is  willing  to  do.  labour  under  worse  erils.     There  is  no  vigour 

This  iphn  is  proposed  by  the  French,  in  the  any  where,  except  the  distempered  vigour  and 

ny  in  which  they  propose  all  their  plans ;  energy  of  France.     That  country  has  but  too 

ud  in  the  only  way  in  which  indeed  they  can  much  life  in  it,  when  every  thing  around  is  so 

propose  them,  where  there  is  no  regular  commu-  disposed  to  tameness  and  languor.     The  very 

Bicationbetween  his  majesty  and  their  republic,  vices  of  the  French  system  at  home  tend  to 

What  they  propose  is  a  plan.    It  is  a  flan  give  force  to  foreign  exertions.     The  generals 

also  to  resist  their  predatory  project.      To  mu$t  join  the  armies.     They  must  lead  them 

remain  quiet,  and  to  suffer  them  to  make  use  to  enterprise,  or  they  are  likely  to  perish  by 

of  a  naval  power  befi>re  our  &ce,  so  as  to  awe  their  hands.     Thus  without  law  or  govern- 

and  bully  Spain  into  a  submissive  peace,  or  to  ment  of  her  own,  France  gives  law  to  all  the 

drive  them  into  a  ruinous  war,  without  any  governments  in  Europe, 

measure  on  our  part,  I  fear  is  no  plan  at  dl.  This  great  mass  of  political  matter  must 

However,  if  the  )dan  of  co-operation  which  have  been  always  under  the  views  of  thinkers 

France   desires,    and    which    her    affiliated  for  the  public,  whether  they  act  in  office  or  not. 

societies  here  ard«itly  wish  and  are  constantly  Among  events,  even  the  late  calamitous  events 

writing  up,  diould  not  be  adopted,  and  the  war  were  in  the  book  of  contingency.     Of  course, 

between  the  emperour  and  France  shoukl  con-  they  must  have  been  in  design,  at  least,  pro- 

timie,  I  think  it  not  at  all  likely  that  Spain  vided  for.     A  plan  which  takes  in  as  many  as 

tbould  not  be  drawn  into  the  quarrel.    In  that  possible  of  the  states  concerned,  will  rather  tend 

case,  the  neutrality  <^  England  wiQ  be  a  thing  to  facilitate  and  simplify  a  rational  scheme  for 

ibsolntely  impossible.     The  time  (Mily  is  the  preserving  Spain,  (if  that  were  our  sole,  as  I 

Bolqect  oif  ddiberati<xi.  think  it  ou^t  to  be  our  principal  object)  than 

Tben  the  question  will  be,  whether  we  are  to  delay  and  perj^ex  it. 

to  defer  potting  ourselves  into  a  posture  for  the  If  we  should  think  that  a  provident  policy 

common  ddence,  eidier  by  armament,  or  nego-  (perhaps  now  more  than  provident,  urgent  and 

ciatioD,  or  both,  until  Spain  is  actually  at-  necessary)  should  lead  us  to  act,  we  cannot 

tacked ;  that  is,  whether  our  court  will  take  a  take  measures  as  if  nothing  had  been  done, 

decided  part  for  Spain,  whilst  Spain  on  her  We  roust  see  the  faults,  if  any,  which  have 

nde,  is  yet  in  a  condition  to  act  with  whatever  ctxiducted  to  the  present  misfortunes ;  not  for 

degree  of  vigour  riie  may  have  ;  whilst  that  the  sake  of  criticism,  military  or  political,  or 

vigour  is  yet  unexhausted ;   or  whether  we  from  the  common  motives  of  blaming  persons 

Aall  connect  ourselves  with  her  broken  for-  and  counsels  which  have  not  been  successful ; 

tunes ;  afW  flhe  riiaU  have  received  material  but  in  order,  if  we  can,  to  administer  some 

blows,  and  when  we  shall  have  the  whole  slow  remedy  to  these  disasters,  by  the  adoption  of 

length  of  that  always  unwieUy,  and  ill  con-  plans,  more  bottomed  in  principle,  and  built  on 

fltracted,  and  then  wounded  and  crippled  body,  with    more  descretion.      Mistakes    may  be 

to  drag  after  us,  rather  than  to  aid  us.  Whilst  lessons. 

oar  diqxMition  is  uncertain,  Spain  will  not  There  seem  indeed  to  have  been  several 

dare  to  pat  herself  in  such  a  state  of  defence  as  mistakes  in  the  political  principles  on  which 

wil  make  her  hostility  fcnrmidaMe,  or  her  the  war  was  entered  into  as  well  as  in  the 

neotrality  respectaUe.  plans  upon  which  it  was  conducted ;  some 

If  the  deciskm  is  sudi  as  the  sdution  of  this  of  them  very  fundamental,  and  not  only  visibly, 
qoestion,  (I  take  it  to  be  the  true  question)  but  I  may  say,  palpably  erroneous ;  and  I 
eoQ^ts  to— no  time  is  to  be  lost.  But  the  think  him  to  have  less  than  the  discernment  of 
neisures,  thou^  prompt,  ought  not  to  be  rash  a  very  ordinary  statesman,  who  could  not  fore- 
and  indigested.  They  ought  to  be  well  cho-  see  from  the  very  begiiming,  unpleasant  con- 
sea,  weH  combined,  and  well  pursued.  The  sequences  from  those  ;dans,  though  not  the 
system  must  be  general ;  but  it  must  be  exe-  unparalleled  disgraces  and  disasters  which 
coted,  not  socccssively,  or  with  interruption,  really  did  attend  them :  for  they  were  both 
hot  an  together,  arno  Jtafu,  in  one  mehing,  and  principles  and  measures,  wholly  new  and  out 
one  mookl.  of  the  common  course,  without  any  thing  ap- 

Por  this  purpose,  we  nnist  put  Europe  be-  parently  very  grand  in  the  conception,  to  jus- 

fcre  us,  whkh  plainly  is  just  now,  in  all  its  tify  this  total  departure  from  all  rule, 

parts,  in  m  slate  of  dismay,  derangement,  and  For,  in  the  first  place,  the  united  sovereijgna 

aonfusion ;  and  veiy  possibly  among  all  its-  very  much  injured  their  cause  by  admittinf , 
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that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  interiour  tenance,  to  reject,  and  in  m  muner  todKfgnM 
arrangements  of  France ;  in  contradiction  to  the  party  yrhmn  those  powen  came  to  Mippdrt 
the  whole  tenour  of  the  public  law  of  Europe,  The  single  person  of  a  king  cannot  be  a  par^. 
and  to  the  correspondent  practice  of  all   its  Woe  to  the  king  who  is  himself  bis  party! 
states,  from  the  time  we  have  any  history  of  The  royal  party  with  the  king  or  bis  represoi- 
them.     In  this  particular,  the  two  German  tatives  at  its  head,  is  the  royo/ ecvse.    Formgi 
courts  seem  to  have  as  little  consulted  the  pub-  powers  have  hitherto  chosen  to  give  to  lodl      s 
Heists  of  Germany,  as  their  own  true  interests,  wars  as  this,  the  appearance  of  a  civil  coatM^ 
and  those  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  Germany  and  and  not  that  of  an  hostile  invanon.     Whes  the     & 
Europe.     This  admission  of  a  &lse  principle  Spaniards,  in  the  sixteenth  oontinry,  sent  tik     < 
in  the  law  of  nations  brou^t  them  into  an  ap-  to  the  chie^  of  the  league,  they  i^ipeared  tt     t 
parent  contradiction,  when  they  insisted  on  allies  to  that  league,  and  to  the  inpriMMd     im 
the  re-establishment  of  the  royai  authority  in  king  (the  cardinal  de  Bourbon)  which  tbe     & 
France.     But  this  confused  and  ccmtradictory  league  had  set  up.     When  the  GemanseaiM     (= 
proceeding  gave  rise  to  a  practical  errour  of  to  the  aid  of  the  Protestant  princes,  in  tbe     b 
worse  consequences.     It  was  derived  from  one  same  series  elf  civil  wars,  they  came  as  allies,      m 
and  the  same  root ;  namely,  that  the  person  of  When  the  English  came  to  the  aid  (^  Hew;     ^ 
the  monarch  of  France  was  every  thing ;  and  the  Fourth,  they  appeared  as  allies  at  thtt     'm 
the  monarchy,  and  the  intermediate  orders  of  prince.    So  did  the  FreiK^  always  wbea  diey 
the  state,  by  which  the  monarchy  was  u(^eld,  intermeddled  in  the  affairs  of  Germany.    Thc^     ^ 
were  nothing.     So  that,  if  the  united  poten-  came  to  aid  a  party  there.     When  the  En^     y 
tates  had  succeeded  so  &r  as  to  re-establish  lish  auid  Dutch  intermeddled  in  the  suocessioB 
the  authority  of  that  king,  and  that  he  should  of  Spain,  they  appeared  as  allies  to  the  en- 
be  so  ill-advised  as  to  confirm  all  the  confisca-  perour  Charles  the  Sixth.    In  short  the  policy 
tions,  and  to  recognise  as  a  lawful  body,  and  to  has  been  as  uniform  as  its  principles  were 
class  himself  with  that  rabble  of  murderers  obvious  to  an  ordinary  eye. 
(and  there  wanted  not  persons  who  would  so        According  to  all  the  old  principles  of  law 
have  advised  him)  there  was  nothing  in  the  and  policy,  a  regency  ought  to  have  been  ap- 
principle,  or  in  the  proceeding  of  the  united  pointed  by  the  French  princes  of  the  bkrad, 
powers,  to  prevent  such  an  arrangement.  nobles,  and  pariiament,  and  then  recognised 

An  expedition  to  free  a  brother  sovereign  from  by  the  combined  powers.     Fnndamental  law 

prison,  was  undoubtedly  a  generous  and  chi-  and  ancient  usage,  as  well  as  the  clear  reason 

valrous  undertaking.     But  (he  spirit  and  gene-  of  the  thing,  have  always  ordained  it  during  an 

rosity  would  not  have  been  less,  if  the  policy  imprisonment  of  the  king  of  France  ;  as  in  the 

had  been  more  profound,  and  more  comprehen-  case  of  John,  and  of  Francis  the  First.    A 

sive  ;  that  is,  if  it  had  taken  in  those  consider-  UKxiarchy  ought  not  to  be  lefl  a  moment  wi^ 

ati(ms,  and  those  persons,  by  whom,  and,  in  out  a  representative,  having  an  interest  in  lh» 

some  measure,  for  whom  monarchy  exists,  succession.     The  (mlers  of  the  state  oo^t 

This  would  become  a  bottom  for  a  system  of  also  to  have  been  recognised  in  those  asMng 

solid  and  permanent  policy,  and  of  operati<Mi8  whom  alone  they  existed  in  fireedom,  that  is 

conformable  to  that  system.  in  the  emigrants. 

The  same  fruitful  errour  was  the  cause  why  Thus,  laying  down  a  firm  jfbiindation  on 
nothing  was  done  to  impress  the  people  of  the  recognition  of  the  authorities  of  tbe  king- 
France  (so  far  as  we  can  at  aJl  consider  the  dora  of  Franco,  according  to  nature  and  its 
inhabitants  of  France  as  a  people)  with  an  idea  fundamental  laws,  and  not  according  to  the 
that  the  government  was  ever  to  be  really  novel  and  inconriderate  princifrfes  of  the 
French,  or  indeed  any  thing  else  than  the  no-  usurpation  which  the  united  powers  wereoosM 
minal  government  of  a  monarch,  a  monarch  to  extirpate,  the  king  of  Prussia  and  the  on- 
absolute  as  over  them,  but  whose  sole  support  perour,  as  allies  dC  the  ancient  kingdom  «f 
was  to  arise  from  foreign  potentates,  and  who  France,  would  have  proceeded  with  dignity, 
was  to  be  kept  on  his  throne  by  German  first,  to  free  the  monardi,  if  possible;  if  not,  to 
forces  ;  in  short,  that  the  king  of  Fraunce  was  secure  the  monarchy  as  principal  in  the  design; 
to  be  a  viceroy  to  the  emperour  and  the  king  and  in  order  to  avoid  all  riAs  to  that  graai 
of  Prussia.  object  (the  object  of  other  ages  than  the  pre- 

It  was  the  first  time  that  foreign  powers,  sent,  and  ofother  countries  than  that  of  France) 

interfering  in  the  concerns  of  a  nation  divided  they  would  of  coarse  avoid  proceeding  wttk 

into  purties,  have  thou^  proper  to  trust  wholly  more  haste,  or  in  a  different  mannw  thaa 

ovt  of  their  councils,  to  post|xme,  to  disoouo-  what  the  nature  of  such  an  object  required. 
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A^optiog  this,  the  only  rational  syitem,  the  person,  who  was  to  march  an  hundred  and 
ndoBal  mifk  of  proceeding  upon  it,  was  to  fifty  miles  through  an  enemy^l  country— surely 
wWMBfmrn  with  an  effective  siege  of  Lisle,  this  was  a  plan  unheard  of. 
«Udi  the  French  generals  nnist  have  seen  Although  this  plan  was  not  well  chosen, 
tiken  before  their  fiices,  or  be  forced  to  fight,  and  proceeded  upon  principles  altogether  ill 
A  plentiful  country  of  fHends,  from  whence  judged  and  impolitic,  the  superiority  of  the 
to  draw  supi^ies,  would  have  been  behind  military  force  might  in  a  great  degree  have 
diNB ;  a  plentiful  country  of  enemies,  fixrni  supplied  the  defects,  and  furnished  a  corrective 
i^ience  to  force  supplies,  would  have  been  to  the  mistakes.     The  greater  probability  was 
kfore    them.      Good    towns    were    always  that  the  Duke  d*  Brunswick  would  make  his 
within  reach  to  deposit  their  hospitals  and  way  to  Paris,  over  the  bellies  of  the  rabble  of 
Mgazines.     To  march  fixxn  Lisle  to  Paris,  is  drunkards,  robbers,  assassins    rioters,  muti- 
Ibrough  a  less  defensible  country,  and  the  neers,  and  half-grown    boys,  under  the   ill- 
distance  is  hardly  so  great  as  fimn  Longwy  obeyed  command  of  a  theatrical,  vapouring, 
to  Paris.  reduced  captain  of  cavalry,  who  opposed  that 
If  the  oU  politic  and  military  kleas  had  great  commander  and  great  army.    But — Diit 
governed,  the  advance  guard  would  have  been  aliter  visum — He  began  to  treat,  the  winds 
formed  of  those  who  best  knew  the  country,  blew,  and  the  rains  beat,  the  house  fell — be- 
wad  had  some   interest  in  it,  supported  by  cause  it  was  built  upon  sand — and  great  was 
lone  of  the  best  light  troops  and  light  artillery,  the  fall  thereof.     This  march  was  not  an  exact 
whilst  the  grand  solid  body  of  an  army  disci-  copy  of  either  of  the  two  marches  made  by  the 
fUned  to  perfection,  proceeded  leisurely,  and  Duke  of  Parma  into  France. 
in  dose  connection  with  all  its  stores,  provi-  There  is  some  secret.     Sickness  and  wea- 
sions,  and    heavy  cannon,  to    support    the  ther  may  defeat  an  army  pursuing  a  wrong 
expedite  body  in  case  of  misadventure,  or  to  plan ;  not  that  I  believe  the  sickness  to  have 
improve  and  comj^ete  its  success.  been  so  great  as  it  has  been  reported;  but 
The  direct  contrary  of  all  this  was  put  in  there  is  a  great  deal  of  superfluous  humilia- 
pnctice.     In  consequence  of  the  original  sin  tion  in  this  business,  a  perfect  prodigality  of 
<ftkis  project,  the  army  of  the  French  princes  disgrace.      Some  advantage,   real  or  imagi- 
WM  every  where  tnrown  into  the  rear,  and  nary,  must  compensate  to  a  great  sovereign, 
BO  part  of  it  brought  forward    to  the    last  and  to   a  great  general,  for   so  immense  a 
iMment,  die   time  ^  the  commencement  of  loss  of  reputation.     Longwy,  situated  as  it 
the  secret  negotiation.     This  naturally  made  is,   might  (one  should  think)  be  evacuated 
>a  ill  im[Mression  on  the  peoj^e,  and  furnished  without  a  capitulation  with  a  republic  just 
u  occasion  for  the  rebels  at  Paris  to  give  out  proclaimed  by   the   king   of  Prussia    as  an 
that  the  feithfiil  subjects  of  the  king  were  dis-  usurping  and  rebeUious  body.    He  was  not 
tnwted,  despised,  and  abhOTred  by  his  allies,  far  from  Luxembourg.     He  might  have  taken 
The  march  was  directed  through  a  skirt  of  away  the  obnoxious  French  in  his  flight.     It 
Lorraine,  and  thence  into  a  part  of  Cham-  does  not  appear  to  have  been  necessary  that 
pefoe,  the  Ehike  of  Brunswick  leaving  all  the  those  magistrates  who  declared  for  their  own 
trongest  places  behind  him ;    leaving    also  king,  on  the  faith,  and  under  the  immediate 
behind  him,  the  strength  of  his  artillery  ;  and  protection  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  should  bo 
^  this  means  giving  a  superiority  to  the  delivered  over  to  the  gallows.     It  was  not  ne- 
Pwoch,  in  the  only  way  in  which  the  present  cessary  that  the  emigrant  nobility  and  gentry 
PfMce  is  able  to  oppose  a  German  force.  who  served  with  the  king  of  Prussia's  army, 
Ib  oooseqaence  of  the  adoption  of  those  under  his  immediate  command,  should  be  ex- 
f»he  politics,  which  turned  every  thing  on  eluded  from  the  cartel,   and  given  up  to  be 
Ae  kmg's  sole  and  single  person,  the  whole  hanged  as  rebels.     Never  was  so  gross,  and 
pUn  of  the  war  was  reduced  to  nothing  but  a  so  cruel  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  not  with 
«»«p  de  mam,  in  order  to  set  that  prince  at  an  enemy,  but  with  a  friend.     Dumourier  has 
liberty.     If  that  failed  every  thmg  was  to  be  dropped  very  singular  hints.      Custine  has 
firenup.  spoken  out  more  broadly.     These  accounts 
The  scheme   of  a  coup  de  main,  might  have  never  been  contradicted.     They  tend  to 
(under   fevourable  circumstances)   be    very  make  an  eternal  rupture  between  the  powers, 
fit  for    a  partisan   at   the   head  of  a  light  The  French  have  given  out,  that  the  Duke  of 
coipg,    by  whose    failure    nothing    material  Brunswick  endeavoured  to  negociate  some 
wouU  be  deranged.     But  for  a  royal  army  of  name  and  place  for  the  captive  king,  among 
eighty  thousand  men,  headed  by  a  king  in  the  murderers  and  proscribers  of  those  who 
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have  lost  their  all  for  his  cause.  Even  this  has  the  tokoU  of  any  great  business ;  and  I  vem 

not  been  denied.  knew  temper  to  act,  but  that  some  s^rsfem  of 

It  is  singular,  and  indeed,  a  thing,  under  all  politics,  agreeable  to  its  peculiar  spirit,  was 

its  circumstances,   inconceivable,  that  every  blended  with    it,   strengthened    it,   and  got 

thing  should  by  the  emperour  be  abandoned  to  strength  from'  it.     Therefore  the  peptics  can 

the  king  of  Prussia.     That  monarch  was  con-  hardly  be  put  out  of  the  question, 

sidered  as  principal.    In  the  nature  of  things.  Great  mistakes  have  been  committed ;  it 

as  well  as  in  his  position  with  regard  to  the  least  1  hope  so«    If  there  have  been  none,  the 

war,  he  was  only  an  ally  ;  and  a  new  ally,  case  in  fiiture  is  desperate.     I  have  endeavotv* 

with  crossing  interests  in  many  particulars,  ed  to  point  out  some  of  those  whidi  have  oo- 

and  of  a  policy  rather  uncertain.    At  beet,  and  curred  to  roe,  and  most  of  them  very  eariy. 

supposing  him  to  act  with  the  greatest  fidelity,  Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  the  preant 

the  emperour,  and  the  empire,  to  him  must  be  state  of  things,  on  a  full  and  mature  view  and 

but  secondary  objects.   Countries  out  of  Ger-  comparison  of  the  historical  matter,  of  the 

many,  must  affect  him  in  a  still  more  remote  transactions  that  have  passed  before  our  eyes, 

manner.    France,  other  than  from  the  fear  of  and  of  the  future  prospect,  I  think  I  am  aathor* 

its  doctrinal  principles,  can  to  him  be  no  ob-  ized  to  form  an  <^inion  without  the  least  he- 

ject  at  all.   Accordingly,  the  Rhine,  Sardinia,  sitation. 

and  the  Swiss,  are  lefl  to  their  fate.     The  That  there  never  was,  nor  is,  nor  ever  wil 
king  of  Prussia  has  no  direct  and  immediate  be,  nor  ever  can  be,  the  least  ratimnd  hope  of 
concern  with  France ;  consequentially ^  to  be  making  an  in^ression  on  France  by  any  coo- 
sure,  a  great  deal ;  but  the  emperour  touches  tinental  powers,  if  England  is  not  a  part,  is  not 
France  directly  in  many  parts :  he  is  a  near  the  directing  part,  is  not  the  soul,  of  the  whole 
neighbour  to  Sardinia,  by  his  Milanese  terri-  confederacy  against  it. 
tories ;  he  borders  on  Switzerland ;  Cologne,  This,  so  &r  as  it  is  anticipation  of  future,  is 
possessed  by  his  uncle,  is  between  Mentz,  grounded  on  the  whole  tenour  of  firnner  histo- 
Treves,  and  the  king  of  Prussia's  territories  ry — In  speculation  it  is  to  be  accounted  for  on 
on  the  lower  Rhine.     The  emperour  is  the  two  plain  principles. 

natural  guardian  of  Italy  and  Germany  ;  the  First,  that  Great  Britain  is  likely  to  take  a 

natural  baJance  against  the  ambition  of  France,  more  fair  and  equal  part  in  the  alliance,  than 

whether    republican    or    monarchical.      His  the  other  powers,  as  having  less  of  crossing 

ministers  and  his  generals,  therefore,  ought  to  interest,  or  perfJexed  discussion  with  any  of 

have  had  their  full  share  in  every  material  them. 

consultation,  which  I  suspect  they  had  not.  Secondly,  Because  France  cannot  have  to 
If  he  has  no  minister  capable  of  plans  of  policy,  deal  with  any  of  these  continental  sovereigns, 
which  comprehend  the  superin tendency  of  a  without  their  feeling  that  nation,  as  a  maritime 
war,  or  no  general  with  the  least  of  a  p^itical  power,  greatly  superiour  to  them  all  put  to- 
head,  things  have  been  as  they  must  be.  gether ;  a  force  which  is  only  to  be  kept  in 
However,  in  all  the  parts  of  this  strange  pro-  check  by  England, 
ceeding,  diere  must  be  a  secret.  England,  except  during  the  eccentric  abe^ 

It  is  probably  known  to  ministers.  I  do  not  ration  of  Charles  the  Second,  has  always  con- 
mean  to  penetrate  into  it.  My  speculations  sidered  it  as  her  duty  and  interest,  to  take  hei 
on  this  head  must  only  be  conjectural.  If  the  place  in  such  a  confederacy.  Her  chief  dis- 
king of  Prussia,  under  the  pretext,  or  on  the  putes  must  ever  be  with  France,  and  if  Ei^' 
reality  of  some  information  relative  to  ill  prac-  land  shews  herself  indifferent  and  unconcemec 
tice  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  takes  when  these  powers  are  combined  against  th< 
advantage  of  his  being  admitted  into  the  heart  enterprises  of  France,  she  is  to  look  with  cer 
of  the  emperour's  dominions  in  the  character  tainty  for  the  same  indifference  <hi  the  part  ol 
of  an  ally,  afterwards  to  join  the  common  ene-  these  powers,  when  she  may  be  at  war  wit! 
my,  and  to  enable  France  to  seize  the  Nether-  that  nation.  This  will  tend  totally  to  disooo 
lands,  and  to  reduce  and  humble  the  empire,  I  nect  this  kingdom  from  the  system  of  Europe 
cannot  conceive,  upon  every  principle,  any  in  which,  if  she  ought  not  rashly  to  meddle 
thing  more  alarming  for  this  country,  separate-  she  ought  never  wholly  to  withdraw  heraeU 
ly ,  and  as  a  part  of  the  general  system.    Afler  from  it. 

all,  we  may  be  looking  in  vain  in  the  regions  If  then  England  is  put  in  motion,  whethe 

of  politics,  for  what  is  only  the  operation  of  by  a  consideration  of  the  general  safe^,  or  oi 

temper  and  character  upon  accidental  circum-  the  influence  of  France  upon  Spain,  or  l^^t 

stances— But  I  never  knew  accidents  to  decide  probable  operations  of  this  new  system  on  tin 
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Kithedaads,  it  must  emtMraoe  in  its  prcgect  more  strongly  called  for  by  the  prment  eiream- 

Ai  wiwle  as  much  as  possible,  and  the  part  it  stances  than  by  any  fornoer,  I  most  take  no- 

tllni  ought  to  be  as  much  as  possible  a  lead-  tioe  of  another  which  I  fear,  but  cannot  per^ 

ing  and  presiding  part.  suade  myself  to  believe,  is  in  agitation.    This 

I  thor^rebeg  leave  to  suggest,  jdan  is  grounded  upon  the  very  same  view  of 

First,  That  a  minister  shwald  forthwith  be  things  which  is  here  stated,  namely,  the  dan- 

lent  to  Spain,  to  encourage  that  court  to  per-  ger  to  aU  sovereigns,  and  old  republics,  from 

aerere  in  the  measures  they  have  adt^ted  die  prevalence  (rf*  French  power  and  influence, 

agaiiist  France ;  to  make  a  close  alliance  and  It  is  to  form  a  congress  of  all  the  European 

guaraatee  of  possessions,  as  against  France,  powers,  for  the  purpose  of  a  general  defensive 

with  that  power,  and  whilst  the  formality  <^  alliance,  the  ot^ts  of  which  should  be, 

the  treaty  is  pending,  to  assure  them  of  our  First,  The  recognition  of  this  new  republic 

piotectioa,  postponing  any  lesser  disputes  to  (which  they  well  luiow  is  formed  on  the  prin- 

iDotber  occasion.  ciples,  and  for  the  declared  purpose  of  the  de- 

Seoondiy,  To  assure  the  court  of  Vienna,  of  struction  of  all  kings,)  and  whenever  the  heads 

oar  desire  to  enter  into  our  ancient  connections  of  this  new  repuUic  shall  consent  to  release 

with  her,  and  to  suppwt  her  effectually  in  the  the  royal  captives,  to  make  peace  with  them, 

war  which  France  has  declared  against  her.  Sec<mdly,  To  defend  themselves  with  their 

Thirdly,  To  animate  the  Swiss,  and  the  joint  forces  against  the  open  aggressions  or 

king  of  Sardinia,  to  take  a  part,  as  the  latter  the  secret  practices,  intrigues  and  writings, 

once  didoo  the  i^rincii^esofthe  grand  alliance,  which  are  used    to  jNropagate    the   French 

Fourthly,  To  put  an  end  to  our  disputes  principles, 

with  Russia,  and  mutually  to  forget  the  past.  It  is  easy  to  discover  from  whose  shop  this 

I  believe  if  ^e  is  satisfied  of  this  oblivion,  she  commodity  comes.    It  is  so  perfectly  absurd, 

win  return  to  her  old  sentiments,  with  regard  that  if  that,  or  any  thing  like  it,  meets  with  a 

to  this  court,  and  will  take  a  more  forward  serious  entertainment  in  any  cabinet,  I  should 

part  in  this  business  than  any  other  power.  think  it  the  effect  of  what  is  called  a  judicial 

Fifthly,  If  what  has  happ^ied  to  the  king  of  blindness,  the  certain  forerunner  of  the  destruc- 

Prussia  is  <Hily  in  consequence  of  a  sort  of  tion  of  all  crowns  and  kingdoms, 

panic  or  of  levity,  and  an  indisposition  to  per-  An  offensive  alliance,  in  which  uni(ni  is  pre- 

Krere  hag  in  one  design — the  support  and  served,  by  common  efforts  of  common  danger, 

OQDcarrence  of  Russia  wiU  tend  to  steady  him,  against  a  common  active  enemy,  may  preserve 

ud  to  give  him  resolution.     If  he  be  ill  dis-  its  consistency,  and  may  produce,  for  a  given 

posed,  with  that  power  on  his  back,  and  with-  time,  some  considerable  effect ;  though  this  is 

oat  one  ally  in  Europe,  I  conceive  he  will  not  not  easy,  and  for  any  very  long  period,  can 

be  easily  led  to  derange  the  plan.  hardly  be  expected.    But  a  dtfensive  alliancei 

Sixthly,  To  use  the  joint  influence  of  our  formed  of  long  discordant  interests,  with  in- 

court,  and  of  our  then  allied  powers,  with  H(d->  numerable  discussions  existing,  having  no  one 

land,  to  arm  as  fully  as  she  can  by  sea,  and  to  pointed  object  to  which  it  is  directed,  which  is 

make  some  addition  by  land.  to  be  held  together  with  an  unremitted  vigi- 

Seventhly,   To  acknowledge  the  king  of  lance,  as  watchful  in  peace  as  in  war,  is  so 

France's  next  brother,  (assisted  by  sudi  a  evidently  impossible,  is  such  a  chimera,  is  so 

council  and  such  representatives  of  the  king-  contrary  to  human  nature,  and  the  course  of 

dom  of  France,  as  shaU  be  thought  proper,)  human  affairs,  that  I  am  persuaded  no  person 

regent  of  France,  and  to  send  that  prince  a  in  his  senses,  except  those  whose  country, 

■nail  supply  of  money,  arms,  clothing  and  religion  and  sovereign,  are  deposited  in  the 

artinary.                                     <  French  funds,  could  dream  of  it.     There  is 

Eighthly,  To  give  force  to  these  negotiations,  not  the  slightest  petty  boundary  suit,  no  dif* 

an  instant  naval  armament  ought  to  be  adopt-  ference  between  a  family  arrangement,  no  sort 

ed;  one  squadron  for  the  Mediterranean ;  an-  of  misunderstanding,  or  cross  purpose  between 

othiw  for  the  Channel.     The  season  is  con-  the  pride  and  etiquette  of  courts,  that  would 

Tenient,  most  of  our  trade  being,  as  I  take  it,  not  entirely  disjoint  this  sort  of  alliance,  and 

at  home.  render  it  as  futile  in  its  effects,  as  it  is  feeble 

After  speaking  of  a  plan  formed  upon  the  in  its  principle.    But  when  we  consider  that 

aaeieot  policy  and  practice  of  Great  Britain  the  mam  drifl  of  that  defensive  alliance  must 

■ad  of  Europe ;  to  which  this  is  exactly  con-  be  to  prevent  the  operation  of  intrigue,  mis- 

ftiliiUe  in  every  respect,  with  no  deviation  chievous  doctrine  and  evil  example,  in  the 

wfaalnever,  and  which  is,  I  conceive,  much  success  of  unprovoked  rebellion,  regicide,  and 
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■ygtematic  ■wwimtioo  tad  manacre,  the 
•baurdity  of  fuch  a  acheme  becomes  quite 
lamentable.  Open  the  communication  with 
France,  and  the  reat  fbUows  of  course. 

How  far  the  interiour  circumatanoes  of  this 
country  support  what  is  said  with  regard  to 
its  foreign  politics,  must  be  left  to  better  judg- 
ments. I  am  sure  the  French  faction  here  is 
infinitely  strengthened  by  the  success  of  tibe 
assassins  on  the  other  side  <^the  water.  This 
evil  in  the  heart  <^  Europe  must  be  extirpated 
from  that  centre,  or  no  part  of  the  circumfer- 
ence can  be  free  from  the  mischief  which  radi- 
ates from  it,  and  which  will  spread  circle  be- 
yond circle,  in  spite  of  all  the  little  defensire 
precautions  which  can  be  em|4oyed  against  it. 

I  do  not  put  my  name  to  these  hints  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  <^  reflecting  men. 
It  is  of  too  little  importance  to  suppose  the 
name  of  the  writer  could  add  any  weight  to 
the  state  of  things  contained  in  this  paper. 


That  state  of  things  presses  iiieaiatMy  on  Mf 
judgment,  and  it  lies,  and  baa  Imig  bin,  wn 
a  beayy  weight  upon  my  mind.     I 
think  that  what  is  d<me  in  France,  is 
ficial  to  the  human  race.    If  it   were,  Ihs 
English  constitutsoa  ought  no  more  to  slaad 
against  it  than  the  ancient  constitutiop  of  tif 
langdom  in  which  the  new  system  preraih. 
I  thought  it  the  duty  of  a  man,  not  unea»> 
oemed  for  die  puMic,  and  who  is  a  &itMU 
subject  of  the  king,  respectfully  to  submit  tkii 
state  of  &ct8  at  this  new  step  in  the  progreM 
of  the  French  arms    and    politics,  to  hif 
majesty,  to  his  confidential  servants,  and  to 
those  persons  who,  tfaou^  not  in  crfBce,  hj 
their  birth,  their  rank,  their  fortune,  dmr 
diaracter  and  their  reputation  for  wiathsa, 
seem  to  roe  to  hare  a  large  stake  in  the 
stability  of  the  ancient  order  of  things. 
Bathf  November  5, 179t. 
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As  the  proposed  manifesto  is,  I  understand,  to 
promulgate  to  the  world  the  general  idea  of  a 
plan  for  the  regulation  of  a  great  kingdom,  and 
through  the  regulation  of  that  kingdom  pro- 
bably to  decide  the  fate  of  Europe  for  ever, 
nothing  requires  a  more  serious  deliberation 
with  regard  to  the  time  of  making  it,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed, 
and  the  matter  it  is  to  contain. 

As  to  the  time,  (with  the  due  diffidence  in 
my  own  opinion)  I  have  some  doubts  whether 
it  is  not  rather  unfavourable  to  the  issuing 
any  manifesto,  with  regard  to  the  intended 
government  of  France :  and  for  this  reason, 
that  it  is,  (upon  the  principal  point  of  our 
attack)  a  time  of  calamity  and  defeat. 
Manifestos  of  this  nature  are  commonly  made 
when  the  array  of  some  sovereign  enters  into 
the  enemy's  country  in  great  force,  and  under 
the  imposing  authority  of  that  force  employs 
menaces  toward  those  whom  he  desires  to 
awe ;  and  makes  promises  to  those  whom  he 
wishes  to  engage  in  his  favour. 

As  to  a  party,  what  has  been  done  at 


Toulon  leaves  no  doubt,  that  the  party  for 
which  we  declare  must  be  that  which  substan- 
tially declares  for  royalty  as  the  basis  of  the 
government. 

As  to  menaces— Nothing  in  my  opinion, 
can  contribute  more  eflectually  to  lower  any 
sovereign  in  the  puUio  estimation,  and  to  torn 
his  defeats  into  disgraces,  than  to  threaten  in 
a  moment  of  impotence.  The  second  mani- 
festo of  the  duke  of  Brunswick  appeared  there- 
fore to  the  world  to  be  extreinety  tt-tiroed. 
However,  if  his  menaces  in  that  numifbsto 
had  been  seasonable,  they  were  not  without 
an  object.  Great  crimes  then  apprehettied, 
and  great  evils  then  impending,  were  to  be 
prevented.  At  this  time,  every  act,  which 
early  menaces  might  possibly  have  prevented, 
is  d<me.  Punishment  and  vengeance  alone 
remain,  and  God  forbid  that  they  should  ever 
be  forgotten.  But  the  punishment  of  enor- 
mous offenders  will  not  be  less  severe,  or  the 
less  exemplary  when  it  is  not  threatened  at  a 
moment  when  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to 
execute  our  threats.    Oh  the  other  side,  to 
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pfWfftpdingi  «f  such   «   iie&riou  temple.    Wli«l  is  dus,  trcoiding  to  the  com- 

I  aU  kindfli  as  have  beeo  carried  on  in  mon  indicatiomi  which  guide  the  judgBient  of 

without  any  signification  of  resenW  mankind,  but,  under  the  pretext  of  protecting 

Nild  be  in  «fiect  to  ratify  Ihem ;  and  the  crown  of  France,  in  reality  to  usurp  it  ? 

leeome  aoceasaries  after  the  &ct,  in  1  am  also  very  apprehenaive,  that  there  ase 

enooni^ies  which  it  is  inqpoBsiUe  to  other  circumstances  which  buist  tend  to  iveaken 

-  think  4of  without  hwrour.    An  abso-  the  force  of  our  declaratiow.    No  partiality  to 

ce  appears  to  me  to  be  at  this  time  the  allied  powers  can  prevent  great  doubts  om 

safe  course^  the  fairness  of  our  intentions  as  suji^xNrters  of 

ecood  usual  matter  of  manifestos  is  the  crown  of  France,  or  of  the  true  principles 

1 4f jxromisM  to  those  who  co-c^cratfi  of  legitimate  government  in  cf^Msition  to  jaco- 

desigtMB.    These  promises  depend  in  binism,  when  it  is  visiUe  that  the  two  leading 

leasure,  if  not  wholly,  on  the  apparent  orders  of  the  state  of  France,  who  are  now  the 

the  person  who  makes  them  to  fiilfil  victims,  and  who  must  always  be  the  true  and 

(eoients.    A  time  of  disaster  on  the  sole  supports  of  monarchy  in  that  country, 

[le  promiser,  seems  not  to  add  much  are,  at  best,  in  some  of  their  descriptions,  codh 

pii^  of  his  person,  or  to  the  effect  of  sidered  only  as  objects  of  charity,  and  others 

.    One  wodd  hardly  wish  te  seduce  lure,  when  employ<Nl,  employed  only  as  merce» 

ippy  persons  to  give  the  last  provoca-  nary  soldiers ;  that  they  are  thrown  back  out 

merciless  tyranny,  without  very  effeo-  of  all  reputable  service,  ftre  in  a  manner  dis« 

Bs  of  protecting  Uiem.  owned,  considered  as  nothing  in  their  own 

ime  therefore  seems  (as  I  said)  not  cause,  and  never  qope  consulted  in  the  con- 

e  to  a  general  manifesto*  on  account  oems  of  their  king,  their  country,  their  laws, 

mpleasant   situatiixi  of  our  affairs,  their  religion,  and  their  property !    We  even 

',  I  write  in  a  changing  soene,  when  affect  to  be  ashamed  of  them.    In  all  our  pro- 

e  very  imprudent  to^di^,  may  be  very  eeedings  we  carefully  avoid  the  appearance  of 

•-mormw^    Sutuo^  great  victCHy  may  being  of  a  par^  wi«i  them.    In  tSl  oar  ideas 

whole  state  of  the  questi(ni,  so  fer  as  ti  treaty  we  do  not  regard  them  as  what  they 

s  our  power  of  fulfilling  any  engage*  nre,  the  two  leading  orders  of  the  kingdom  < 

may  thiid^  fit  to  make.  If  we  do  not  consider  them  in  that  light,  we 

leie  is  anotlier  consideration  of  fkr  must  recognise  the  savages  by  whom  they 

nportance  fer  all  the  purposes  of  this  have  been  ruined,  and  who  have  declared  war 

>.     The  public,  and  Uie  parties  con-  upon  Europe,  whilst  they  disgrace  and  perse^ 

rill  lode  somewhat  to  the  disposition  cute  human  nature,  afid  opet^y  defy  the  God 

apiiser,  indicated  by  lus  conduct,  as  that  made  them,  as  real  proprietors  of  France^ 

0  ius  power  of  fulfiUing  his  engage-  I  am  much  afraid,  too,  that  we  shall  scarcely 

be  believed  fair  supporters  <^  lawful  monarchy 

ii^  af  this  natiw  as  part  of  a  general  against  jacobinism,  so  long  as  we  continue  to 

iqp  of  powvars,  are  we  quite  sure,  make  and  to  observe  cartels  with  the  jacobins, 

in  cana  belieye  us  to  be  sincere,  or  and  <»i  fair  terms  exchange   prisoners  with 

an  be  even  fully  assured  of  our  own  them,  whilst  the   royalists,   invited    to   ouf 

jn  JLhe  protection  of  those  who  shall  standard,  and  employed  under  our  public  feith, 

'  fives  fer  the  restoration  of  monarchy  against  the  jacobins,  if  taken  by  that  savage 

WL  when  ths  wprjd  sees,  that  those  fiiction,  are  given  up  to  the  executioner,  with^* 

the  natural,  legal,  copstituticmal  re*  out  the  least  attempt  whatsoever  at  reprisal, 

ites  of  that  monarchy,  if  it  has  any.  For  this,  we  are  to  look  at  the  king  of  PnuK 

had  their  names  so  much  as  men-  sia's  conduct,  compared  with  his  manifesto* 

any  one  public  net ;  th%t  in  no  way  about  a  twelvemonth  ago.    For  this  we  are  to 

'  Mge  their  persons  4>rot^|it  forward,  look  at  the  capitulations  of  Mentz  and  YalenK 

r  xi^ts  have  not  been  expressly  or  ciennes,  made  in  the  course  of  the  present 

^jRllowed,  and  that  tlwiy  have  not  been  campaign.    By   these  two  capitulations,  the 

it^»nsuUed  on  the  important  interests  Christian  royalists  were  eidoded  from  any 

9^  stake.    On  the  contrary,  .they  are  participation  in  the  cause  of  the  combined 

ftate  of  obscurity  and  contempfy  and  powers.     They  were  considered  as  the  out- 

ee  of  indigence  at  times  bordering  on  laws  of  Europe.    Two  armies  W6re  in  effect 

They  are,  in  feet,  little  less  pri-  sent  against  ^em.    One  of  those  armies  (that 

tbe  village  of  Hanau^  than  the  royal  which  surrendered  Mentz)   was  very  near 

wi»  an  locked  up  in  the  tower  of^e  overpowering  the  Christians  of  Poitou,  and 
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die  other  (that  which  sarrendered  at  Valeii-  friendly  poWertf  applied  to  lor  ooiBBBel  snd^tf* 

ciennes)  has  actually  crushed  the  people  whom  sistance    in    the  setdement  of  a  dnCracfetf 

0|^>re88ioa  and  despair  had  driven  to  resistance  country,  is  well  to  consider  the  con^XMitioi^ 

at   Lyons,  has  massacred  several  thousands  nature,  and  temper  of  its  otgects,  and  partieB* 

of  them  in  ocM  blood,  pillaged  the  whole  sul>-  larly  of  those  who  actually  do,  or  who  oiigfa|>to 

fiance  of  the  place,  and  pursued  their  rages  to  exercise  power  in  that  state.    It  is  material  to 

▼ery  houses,  condemning  that  noble  city  to  know  who  they  are,  and  how  coostitaled, 

desolation,  in  the  unheard-of  manner  we  have  whom  we  considered  cu  the  people  qfVmetf 

■een  it  devoted.  The  next  consideration  is,  throu^  whan 

It  is  then  plain  by  a  conduct  which  overturns  our  arrangements  are  to  be  made,  and  onwfait 

a  thousand  declarations,  that  we  take  the  roy-  principles  the  government  we  propose  is  to^ 

alists  of  France  only  as  an  instrument  of  some  establi^ed. 

convenience  in  a  temporary  hostility  with  the  The  first  question  on  the  pec^e  is  tbi^ 

jacobins,  but  that  we  regard  those  atheistic  whether  we  are  to  omsider  the  individuilf 

and  murderous  barbarians  as  the  bond  fide  now  octuaRy  in  Prance^  numerieaOy  taken  eMi 

possessors  of  the  soil  of  France.     It  appears  arranged  into  Jacobin  dubSf  as  the  body  poii- 

at  least,  that  we  consider  them  as  a  &ir  tic,  constituting  the  nation  of  France?  or, 

government  de  fadOf  if  not  de  jure ;  a  resist-  whether  we  consider  the  original  individoil 

ance  to  which  in  favour  (^the  king  of  France,  proprietors  of  lands,  expelled  since  the  rerob- 

by  any  man  who  haj^ned  to  be  bom  within  tion,  and  the  states  and  the  bodies  politic,  sqdi 

that  country,  might  equitably  be  considered,  as  the  colleges  oS  justice  called  paiiiamenis, 

by  other  nations,  as  the  crime  of  treascm.  the  corporations  noble  and  not  noble  of  bail- 

For  my  part,  I  would  sooner  put  my  hand  lages,  aiid  towns  and  cities,  the  bidiops  and  the 

into  the  fire  than  sign  an  invitation  to  oppres-  clergy,  as  the  true  constituent  parts  of  ^ 

■ed  men  to  fight  under  my  standard,  and  then  nation,  and  forming  the  legally  organized  paitt 

on  every  sinister  event  of  war,  cruelly  give  oTthe  people  of  France  ? 

them  up  to  be  punished  as  the  basest  of  traitors.  In  this  serious  concern  it  is  very  necessary 

as  long  as  I  had  (me  of  the  common  enemy  in  that  we  ^ouFd  have  the  most  distinct  ideas 

my  hands  to  be  put  to  death  in  order  to  secure  annexed  to  the  terms  we  employ ;  because  it 

those  under  my  protecticHi,  and  to  vindicate  the  is  evident,  that  an  abuse  oTthe  term  peopUf 

common  hosiour  of  sovereigns.    We  hear  no-  has  been  the  original  fimdamental  cause  of 

thing  of  this  kind  of  security  in  favour  of  those  those  evils,  the  cure  of  which,  by  war,  and 

whom  we  invite  to  the  support  of  our  cause,  policy,  is  the  present  object  of  all  the  states  of 

Without  it,  I  am  not  a  little  apprehensive  Europe. 

that  the  proclamation  of  the  combined  powers  If  we  consider  the  acting  power  in  France 

might  (contrary  to  their  intention  no  doubt)  be  in  any  legal  c<Nistruction  of  public  law,  as  the 

looked  upon  as  frauds,  and  cruel  traps  laid  for  people,  the  question  is  decided  in  favour  of  die 

their  lives.  republic  one  and  indivisible.    But  we  have 

So  far  as  to  the  correspondence  between  our  decided  for  monarchy.  If  so,  we  have  a  king 
dedaratiims  and  our  conduct ;  let  the  declara-  and  subjects  ;  and  that  king  and*  subjects  have 
tion  be  worded  as  it  will,  the  ccHiduct  is  the  rights  and  privileges  which  ought  to  be  sup- 
practical  comment  by  which,  and  which  alone  ported  at  home  ;  for  I  do  not  suppose  that  ^e 
it  can  be  understood.  This  conduct,  acting  government  of  that  kingdom  can,  or  ought  to 
on  the  declaration,  leaves  a  monarchy  without  be  regulated,  by  the  ubitrary  mandate  of  a 
a  monarch ;  and  without  any  representative  or  foreign  confederacy. 

trustee  for  die  monarch,  and  the  monarchy.  As  to  the  faction  exercising  power,  to  sop- 
It  supposes  a  kingdom  without  states  and  or-  pose  that  monarchy  can  be  supported  by  prin- 
ders;  a  territory  without  proprietors ;  and  faith-  ci{4ed  regicides,  religion  by  prdessed  aUieists, 
fill  subjects,  who  are  to  be  lefl:  to  the  &te  of  order  by  clubs  of  jacobins,  property  by  com- 
jOebels  and  traitors.  mittees  of  proscription,  and  jurisprudence  bj 

The  affair  of  the  establishment  of  a  govern-  revoluticmary  tribunals,  is  to  be  sanguine  in  a 

vent  is  a  very  difficult  undertaking  fcM:  foreign  degree  of  which  I  am  incapable.     On  them  I 

powers  to  act  in  as  principals ,-  though  as  atix-  decide,  for  myself,  that  these  persons  are  not 

Uiaries  and  fnedicUorSj  it  has  been  not  at  all  die  legal  corporation  of  France,  and^that  it  is 

unusual,  and  may  be  a  measure  fiiU  o£  pcdicy  not  with  them  we  can  (if  we  would)  *settle  the 

and  humanity,  and  true  dignity.  government  of  France. 

The  first  diing  we  ought  to  do,  supposing  us  Since,  then,  we  have  decided  for  monardqf 

oot  giving  the  law  as  conqueron,  but  acting  as  in  that  kingdom,  we  oaght  alao-to  settle  who  k 
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I  moDardi,  who  i«  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  firuita  of  their  rebdiioa  and  robbery,  would 

and  how  the  monarch  and  oKmarchy  be  peiiecUy  indifferent,  whether  the  most  ua- 

i  modified  and  supported?     If  the  happy  of  aU  infants,  whmn  by  the  lessons  of  the 

is  to  be  elected,  who  the  electors  are  shoe-maker,  his  govemour  and  guardian,  they 

r hereditary,  what  order  is  established  are  training  up  studiously  and  methodically  to 

nding  with  an  hereditary  monarchy,  be  an  idiot,  or  what  is  worse,  the  most  wicked 

1  to  maintain  it  ?    Who  are  to  modify  and  base  of  mankind,  continues  to  receive  hk 

exercise  ?    Who  are  to  restrain  its  civic  education  in  the  Temple  or  the  Thuille- 

where  they  ought  to  be  limited,  to  ries,  whilst  they,  and  such  as  they,  really 

en  than  where  Uiey  are  to  be  support-  govern  the  kingdom. 

»  eidarge  th«n,  where  the  object,  the  It  cannot  be  too  often  and  too  strongly  i»> 

id  die  circumstances,   may  demand  cukated,  that  monarchy  and  property  must,  in 

ension  ?    These  are  things  whidi,  in  France,  go  together ;   or  neither  can  exist, 

ine,  ought  to  be  made  distinct  and  To  think  of  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of 

>r  if  they  are  not  (efpecially  with  re-  a  permanent  and  hereditary  royalty,  where  no" 

lose  great  points,  who  are  the  proprie-  thmg  e2«e  u  hereditary  or  permanent  m  point 

le  SOU,  and  what  is  the  corporati<m  of  other  of  pereonal  or  corporate  dignity y  is  a 

dom,)  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  ruinous  <^imera  wwthy  of  the  abb6  Syeyea 

establishment  of  a  jacobin  republic,  and  those  wicked  ibols  his  associates,  who 

that  fixmed  in  1790  and  1791)  under  usurped  power  by  the  murders  of  the  19th  of 

3  of  a  Democracie  Royale.    Jacobin-  July  and  the  6th  of  October,  1789,  and  who 

I  not  consist  in  the  having,  or  not  hav*  brought  IcMrth  the  monster  which  they  called 

nrtain  pageant  under  the  name  of  a  Democracie  Royale,  or  the  Constitution. 

:  '<  in  taking  the  pe<^le  as  equal  indi-  I  believe  that  most  thinking  men  would  (»«- 

Rvitfiout  any  corporate  name  or  descrip-  fer  infinitdy  some  sober  and  sensible  form  of 

thont  attenti(Mi  to  property,  without  a  republic,  in  which  there  was  no  mention  at  all 

of  powers,  and  ferming  the  goveni-  of  a  king,  but  which  heki  out  s(»ne  reasond^ 

delegates  fi'om  a  number  of  men  so  security  to  prc^rty,  life,  and^  personal  fi«»> 

ed ;  in  destroying  or  confiscating  pro-  dom,  to  a  scheme  of  things  like  this  democra- 

id  bribing  the  public  creditors,  or  the  cie  royale,  founded  cm  irapie^,  immorality, 

th  the  spoils,  now  of  one  part  of  the  firaudulent  ciHrrencies,  the  confiscation  of  inno- 

ity,  now  of  another,  without  regard  to  cent  iadividuals,  and  the  pretended  rights  of 

ion  or  profession."  man ;   and  which,  in  effect,   excluding  the 

)  no  one  can  be  so  very  blind  as  to  whole  body  o[  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  landed 

tiiat  monarchy  can  be  acknowledged  property  of  a  great  nation,  threw  every  thing 

crted  in  France  upon  any  other  basis  into  the  hands  of  a  desperate  set  of  obscuni 

df  its  property,  corporate  and  smK-  adventurers,  who  led  to  every  mischief  a  blind 

r  diat  it  can  enjoy  a  moment's  perma-  and  bloody  band  <^  sans-culottes.   At  the  head, 

security  upon  any  scheme  of  things,  or  rather  at  the  tail  of  this  system^  was  a 

ta  aside  all  the  ancient  corporate  ca-  miserable  pageant  as  its  ostensible  instrument, 

ind  distinctions  of  the  kingdom,  and  who  was  to  be  treated  with  every  species  of 

die  whole  j&bric  of  its  ancient  laws  indignity,  till  the  moment,  when  he  was  con- 

^,  poHtical,  civil  and  religious,  to  vey«l  (fom  the  palace  of  contempt  to  the 

)  m  system  founded  <hi  the  supposed  dungeon  of  horrour,  and  thence  led  by  a  brewer 

man,  and  the  absolute  eqiudity  of  the  of  his  capital  through  the  ap[^uses  of  a  hired, 

•«IO0.    Unless,  therefore,  we  declare  fi-antic,  drunken  iDcdtitude,  to  lose  his  head 

ad  distinctly  in  &vour  of  the  reHorai^  upon  a  scaffold, 

roperty,  and  ccmfide  to'  the  hereditary  This  is    the   constitution,  or  democracie 

of  the  kingdom,  the  limitation  and  royale ;  and  this  is  what  infiJlibly  would  be 

:ioils  of  its  hereditary  monarchy,  the  again  set  up  in  France  to  run  exacdy  the  same 

i  treasure  of  Europe  is  wasted  for  the  round,  if  the  predominant  power  diould  so  &r 

ment  of  jacobinism  in  France.    There  be  finrced  to  submit  as  to  receive  the  name  of 

lobt  that  Dstnton  and  Robespierre,  a  king,  leaving  it  to  the  jacobins,  (that  is,  to 

tte  and  Barrere,  that  Condorcet,  that  those  who  have  subverted  royalty  and  de- 

Paine,  that  Lafayette,  and  the  ex-  stroyed  property)  to  modify  the  one,  and  to 

*  Autun,  the  abbe  Grregoire,  with  all  distribute  the  other  as  spoil.    By  the  jacobins 

of  the  Syeyes's,  the  Henriots,  and  the  I  mean  indiscriminately  the  Brissotins  and  the 

I,  if  they  ooukl  secure  themselves  in  Maratists,  knowing  no  sort  of  difference  b^m 
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fween  them.    As  to  «iiy  other  ^arty,  none  •f  rofiiuBi,  or 

cnsts  in  Diat  unhappy  coontiy.   The  rrvyalists  uncnjof  rafait  ttr  amj  titter  t€  1km  wamm  ^ 

(those  in  Poitou  exeepted)  are  banished  and  iaction  which  they  start  by  the  hour.    Whtt 

•Ktingttished  ;  and  as  ta  what  they  eaU  the  is  nmch  more  astonishing,  (and  if  w»  did  Ml 

Constitutionalists,  or  Democrats    Royaumj  carafiitty  attend  to  the  genius  aad 

they  never  had  an  existence  of  the  sonilest  stances  of  this  rerolotioB,  must  imdm 

degree  of  power,  consideration,  or  aatfaerity  ;  incredible)  all  their  most  accraditod 

Ber,  if  they  differ  at  all  fi-<«i  ida»  rest  of  the  aienjiroin  a  eeneralissimo  to  a  eofpsval,  mgr 

•Aeistic  banditti  (which  from  their  actions  and  he  anrestod,  (each  in  the  nidat  ef  his  9m% 

principles  I  have  no  reason  to  think)  wevp  and  covered  with  the  kumls  of  aeeinMdBlid 

-they  ever  any  other  than  the  temporary  tools  victories)  tied  neck  and  heeip,  thrown  inlOft 

and  instrumente  of  the  more  determined,  idile,  eait,  and  seat  to  Paris  to  be  djaposedflf  Itlhi 

and  systematic  regicides.    Several  attempts  pleasive  of  the  revolutionary  tnbiaMls. 

have  been  made  to  support  this  chimsiical  As  no  individuals  hare  power,  and  iBi»> 

demoeracie  resale — the  first  was  by  Lafijiy-  -ence,  so  there  are  no  oerporatioBs,  wh^har  flf 

ette — the  last    by  Dumourier!'~they  tended  lawyers  or  burghers,  existing.     Theaamphlf 

eidy  to  shew,  that  this  absurd  project  had  no  ioalled  CUmatituent,  doatrojred  aU  iueh  ^m0al^ 

party  to  support  it.     The  Girondists  under  lions  very  early .    The  primary  and  seeoadMj 

Wimpfen,  aiid  at  Bourdeaux,  have  made  some  assemblies,  by  their  original  constitutioB,  wsw 

struggle.    The  constitutitmaJists  never  oeuld  ts  be d^sadved  when  they  answered  the  pwposi 

make  any  ;  and  for  a  very  plain  reason ;  they  -ef  electing  magistrates ;  and  were  expmdy 

were  leaders  in  rthelHon.    AU  their  principlee,  disqualified  from  peifinrming  any  eerponfte  tdt 

and  their  whole  scheme  of  govemmsat  -being  whatsoeverr    The  transieat  smgiitiatev  hav9 

republican,  they  could  never  excite  the  smallest  been  almost  all  removed  before  the  eaq^imtka 

degree  of  enthusiasm  in  fiivour  of  the  unhappy  of  their  terms,  and  new  have  beca  latety  {■»• 

ncmaroh  whom  they  had  rendered  osntempti*  imsed  upon  the  people,  without  the  Ibna  or 

ble,  to  make  him  the  executive  officer  in  their  ceremony  of  aa  dection :  these  nmgpsirvtal 

new  coounonweakh.    They  aafy  appeared  as  during  their  esustence  are  put  mderi  as  afl  ti» 

traitors  to  their  own  ^cobin  cause,,  nqt  as  eaecytiire  aitthorities  are  fipooi  first  to  last,  ti» 

&ithful  adherents  to  the  king,                          "  ^opvkur  SMBsties  (oaUed  Jaeebia  Cfaibs)  cf 

In  an  address  to  France,  m  an  attempt  ts  the  several  countries,  and  Uiie  by  w  ei^iesi 

treat  with  it,  or  m  considering  any  seheme  at  order  of  the  national  conventioa :  it  is  svaB 

all  relative  to  it,  it  is  impossible  we  shooU  made  a  case  of  death  to  oppose  <Mr  attack  thos9 

mean  the  geograf^ical,  we  must  always  mean  dubs.     They  too  have  been  Bitely  adbjected 

the  moral  and  political  country.    I  beUeve  we  to  an  expiugatory  scrutiny,  to  drive  out  finai 

shall  be  in  a  great  errour,  if  we  act  upon  aa  them  every  thing  savouring  of  what  thf^r  oil 

idea  that  there  exists  in  that  country  any  or*  the  .crime  of  modcranfMin,  of  wlach  o^ast 

^anized  body  of  men  who  might  be  willing  to  however  few  were  guilty.    But   as  peopls 

treat  on  equitable  terms,  fer  the  restoration  of  began  to  take  refuge  from  their  pMrsscntkaif 

their  monarchy ;  but  who  are  mce  in  >*"^"^"f  ^-among  themselves,  they  have  driven  thna 

those  terms,  aiid  who  woukl  accept  such  as  to  from  that  last  asylum. 

them   appeared  reasondble,  but  who  wouU  The  state  of  France  is  perfectly  simple.    It 

jquiedy  submit  to  the  predominant  power,  if  consists  of  but  two  descriptions— The  oppn&' 

they  wsre  not  gratified  in  the  iashioa  of  scsbo  sots  and  the  oppressed, 

aonstitution  which  suited  with  their  fincies.  The  first  has  the  whole  authcHrity  ef  tiM 

I  take  the  state  of  France  to  be  totally  di£>  state  in  their  hands ;  all  the  arms,  all  tl|e  ■«<• 

ferent,  I  know  of  no  such  body,  and  ef  no  such  ven«es  of  the  public,  all  the  confiscatioas  of 

party.    So  fiur  fimn  a  combination  of  twenty  ipdividuals  and  corporations.      They    haire 

■len  (always  excepting  Poitou)  I  never  yet  taken  the  lower  sort  fiom  their  occupatioas 

h«ard,  thatastn^mancouldbenamedofsuffi-  and  have  put  th^n  into  pay,  that  they  may 

aient  force  or  influence  to  answer  for  another  fiwm   them  into   a   body   of  Janizaries  to 

van,  much  less  fi>r  the  smallest  district  in  the  over-rule  and  awe  property.    The  heads  of 

Dountry,  or  for  the  most  incomplete  company  these  wretches  they  never   suffiw  to   oooL 

^soldiers  in  the  army.  We  see  evoryman  that  They  supply  them  with  a  food  for  fivy  varied 

the  jacobins  choose  to  apprdiend,  ti^eo  up  m  1^  the  day — besides  the  sensual  state  of  iatoeiy 

his  village,  or  in  his  house,  and  conveyed  to  ioation  from  which  they  are  rarely  fi«e.    They 

prison  without  the  least  disdow  of  resistanee ;  have  made  the  priests  and  people  ibrmafly  sIh 

and  thU  ind^erenilyt  whether  he  is  sippestod  jure  the  divinity ;  they  have  estranged  * 


POLICY  OF  THB  ALLIES.  119 

bm  tftmrj  cirii,  aioni,  uid  aocial,  or  eTeo  and  change  and  all«re?erj  thing  at  tfaoir  plMiF 

■Moral  and  inaiiBetiYe  aentiment,  habit,  and  sure.    So  that  in  effect  no  deliberate  capaoilj 

,     ynctaoe,  and  have  rendered  them  sysiemat-  exists  in  anj  portion  of  the  inhabitants. 

[    infly  savagas^  to  make  it  impossible  fix-  them  Toulon,  republican  in  principle,  having  taken 

c    tsbe  the  inatnaDBsnts  of  any  sober  and  virtu-  its  decisioo  m  a  niomenl  itiMler  tAs  jtm'^^o^mm, 

^    MS  anangeOMnt,  or  to  be  reoonciled  to  any  and  befi>rs  the  arriral  of  these  conunissioners, 

\    itfe  «f  •i3er,  under  any  name  whatsoever.  Tooloa,  being  a  place  regularly  fortified^  and 

'-       The  other  deacriptiaB,  thm  oppreited    aro  having  in  its  bosom  a  navy  in  part  higUy  dis- 

;     |Mpls  «f  soBSO  property  ^  they  are  the  samU  contented,  hM  escaped,  though  by  a  sort  of 

i-    nKctof  thaperseeotad  landed  interest;  they  mirade;  and  it  would  not  have  escaped,  if  two 

M  the  burghers  and  tbs  fiurmers.    By  tho  powerild  fleets  had  not  been  at  the  door  to  givo 

iwy  dsonmstanoe  of  their  being  of  some  pro-  them  not  only  strong,  but  prompt  and  xmuMdi- 

pirty,  thou|^  MMMsroua  in  some  peinU  of  ate  sticcoor,  especidiy,  as  neither  tfam  nor  any 

fisw,  they  cannot  bo  very  oonsideraUe  as  a  other  searport  town  in  France  can  be  depended 

maAm,    Ifl  oities  the  nstture  of  their  oocupb-  on,  from  the  peculiarly  savage  diapoaitions, 

tioas  readers  them  domestic  and  feeble ;  in  manners,  and  coaneetiotts,  among  the  k»wer 

tbsesantiy  it  eonfinea  them  to  their  farm  for  sort  of  people  in  those  places.    This  I  take  to 

■fcMtsnta.      The   national   guards  are  all  be  the  true  state  of  things  in  France ;  soykr 

fhiifed  and  iefemed.    Every  thing  suspi-  as  k  regarda  any  etnttmg  bodiet,  whether  of 

cinsin  the  deaoiptien  of  which  they  were  2e^alortw<ifiilaryassoeta<ien,sap«&faefasltnir 

eMpQssd  ia  rigorously  disarmed.    Commit-  oroftrealiHgincerpe. 

HM,  caBad  of  vigikneo  and  sslbty,  are  every  As  to  the  oppressed  *ndti;idaMb^  they  ara 

vbmfersaed;  a  moot  severe  and  scrutinising  many  and  as  diseentented  as  men  must  be  mH 

isfriiitioB,  fer  more  rigid  than  any  thing  ever  der  the  monstrous  and  complicated  tyranny  of 

boMia  or  imaginad.    Two  persona  cannot  all  sorts,  with  which  they  are  crushed.    They 

Met  and  esnfer  without  haeard  to  their  li-  want  no  stimolus  to  (brow  off  this  dreadfiik 

iMity,  and   even  to  their  lives.     Numbers  yoke;  but  they  do  want  (not  manifestoa,  which 

Kutely  credible   have  been  executed,  and  they  have  had  even  to  surfeit,  but)  reai  fio-i 

their  property  oonfiseated.    At  Paris  and  in  tection,  force  and  succour. 

QMt  other  towns,  the  bread  they  buy  is  a  The  disputes  and  questions  of  men  at  their 

^  dole    vrtech  they  cannot  obtain  without  oase,  do  not  at  all  affect  their  minds,  or  ever 

a  4ily  ticket  delivered    to   thorn  by  their  can  occupy  the  minds  of  men  in  their  situatien* 

iMtsra.    Multitudes  of  all  ages  and  sexes  These  theories  are  long  since  gone  by  ;  they 

■e  aetnafiy  imprisoned.    I  have  reason  to  h#re  had  their  day,  and  have  done  their  mis- 

bdisre,  that  in  Franoe  tbare  are  not,  for  vari-  chief.    The  question  is  not  between  the  rab- 

ow  state  crimes,  so  few  m  twenty  thousand*  ble  of  systems,  Fayetteism,  Condorcetism, 

ictaaly  in  jail— «  large  proportion  of  peopie  Mmarchism,  or  Democratism,  or  FedBrdisno, 

of  property  in  any  state.    If  a  fether  of  a  on  the  one  side,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of 

haiily  AouU  shew  any  disposition  to  resist,  France  on  the  other— or  between  all  these  sya- 

or  to  withdraw  himself  from  their  power,  his  terns  among  themselves.    It  is  a  controversy 

wife  and  chiUren  are  cruelly  to  answer  for  it.  (weak  indeed  and  unequal  on  the  one  part,) 

It  is  by  means  t£  these  hostages,  that  they  between  the  proprietor  and  the  robber  ;  boM 

keep  the  troopa,  which  they  force  by  masses  tween  the  prisoner  and  the  jaik>r ;  between 

(as  they  call  it)  into  the  fiekl— true  to  thaiar  the  neck  and  tho  guillotine.    Fouf^fiftfaa  of  the 

ooloufa.  French  inhabitants  would  diankiully  take  pro> 

Another  of  their  resources  is  not  to  be  for-  tection  from  the  emperour  of  Morocco^  and 

gBlt«A.-*They  have  lately  found  a  way  of  g^v-  would  never  trouble  their  heads  about  the  ab- 

iag  a  sort  of  ubiquity  to  the  supreme  sovereign  stract  principles  of  the  power  by  which  they 

authority,  which  no  monarch  has  been  able  yet  were  snatched  from  imprisonment,  robbery,  asid 

to  give  to  any  representation  of  his.  murder.    But  then  these  men  can  do  liftde  or 

The  eoBHaiflsioners  of  the  national  convea-  nothing  for  themselves.    They  hove  no  arms, 

don,  who  nr6  the  members  of  the  convention  nor  magazines,  nor  chiefs,  nor  union,  nor  tho 

HseU;  ami  rMfly  exercise  all  its  powers,  make  possibility  of  these  thingi  within  themsrivos. 

^witiit^i^l  circoits  through  every  province,  and  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  cer- 

▼isila  to  every  army.    There  they  supercede  tainty,  that  in  the  jacobiiAi,  no  change  of  mind 

dltlmoidkmfynnthoritioa,  civil  and  military,  is- to  be  expected— and  that  no  odiers  in  the 

make  them  tve  thne.  as  ^^J^^^^Jj^ ^^ **  mdope«to>L  ud 

dehberale  etmtenco. 
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TIm  truth  is,  that  France  ii  out  of  itaelP—  that  I  afaookl  call  the  people  oT  Engbad. 

The  moral  France  is  separated  from  ihe  geo-  the  fiiith  of  the  emperour  and  the  kingof 

graphical.    The  master  of  the  house  is  expelled,  sia,  a  body  of  ten  tfaooaand  nobility  on 

and  the  robbers  are  in  possession.    If  we  look  back,  with  the  king's  two  lMt>thcT8  rt 

for  the  corporate  people  of  France  jezisting  as  head,  served  with  the  king  of  Pnisna  ia  tB0 

ccnporate  in  the  eye  and  intention  of  public  campaign  of  179S,  and  equi|^>ed  tfienself*' ' 

law,  (that  corporate  people,  I  mean,  who  are  with  the  last  riuUing  of  their  rained  fiuluaf*" 

free  to  deliberate  and  to  decide,  and  who  have  and  exhausted  oedit.*    It  is  not  wm  iht 

a  capacity  to  treat  and  conclude,)  they  are  question  how  diat  great  force  came  to  ke  na* 

in  Flanders,  and  Germany,  in  Switzerland,  dered  useless  and  totally  dissipated.    I  iHli' 

Spain,  Italy,  and  England.     There  are  all  the  it  now,  only  to  ranark,  that  a  great  part  of  Ai 

princes  of  Uie  blood,  there  are  all  the  orders  of  same  force  exists,  and  woidd  act  if  itwereca*' 

the  state,  there  are  all  the  parliaments  of  the  abled.    I  am  sure  every  Aing  has  diewnv 

kingdom.  that  in  this  war  with  FruKe,  one  FrendiMi 

This  being,  as  I  conceive,  the  true  state  of  is  worth  twenty  foreigaers.    La  Vendee  iift 

France,  as  it  exists  territorUyf  and  as  it  ex-  proof  of  this. 

iits  morally  J  the  question  will  be,  with  whom  If  we  wish  to  make  an  impression  on  tl» 

we  are  to  concert  our  arrangements ;  and  whom  minds  of  any  perscms  in  France,  or  to  pemad»  ■ 

we  are  to  use  as  our  instruments  in  the  reduc-  them  to  join  our  standard,  it  is  impossiUe  Ikit ' 

tioo,  in  the  paci(icati<Mi,  and  in  the  settlement  they  should  not  be  more  easily  led,  and  neie 

of  France.     The  work  to  be  d(nie  must  indi-  readily  formed  and  disciplined,  (civilly  vA 

cate  the  workmen.    Supposing  us  to  have  na-  martially  discifdined)  by  those  who  speak  their 

tional  objects,  we  have  two  principal,  and  one  language,  who  are  acquainted  widi  their  muH 

■econdary.     The  first  two  are  so  intimately  ners,  who  are  conversant  with  their  usagei 

connected   as  not  to  be  separated  evoi  in  and  habits  of  thinking,  and  who  have  a  kiedi 

thought ;  the  re-estaUishment  of  royalty,  and  knowledge  of  their  country,  and  some  ranainf 

the  re-estaUishment  of  p^perty.     One  would  of  ancient  credit  and  ccmsideration,  than  wkh 

think  it  requires  not  a  great  deal  of  argument  a  body  congregated  from  aO  tongues  and  tribes, 

to  prove  that  the  most  serious  endeavours  to  Where  none  df  the  respectaMe  native  interests 

restore  royalty  will  be  made    by  royalists,  are  seen  in  the  transaction,  it  is  impossible  Att 

Property  will  be  most  energeticdly  restored  any  declarations  can  convince  those  that  art 

by  ^e  ancient  proprietors  of  that  kingdom.  within,  or  those  that  are  without,  that  any 

When  I  speak  of  royalists,  I  wish  to  be  thing  else  than  scmie  sort  of  hostility  in  the 

understood  of  those  who  were  always  such  fitAi  style  <^  a  conqueror  is  meant.    Atbc»titwiB 

principle .    Every  arm  lifted  up  for  royalty  from  appear  to  such  wavermg  persons,  ( if  such  thers 

the  beginning,  was  the  arm  <X  a  man  so  prin-  are)  whom  we  mean  to  fix  with  us,  a  dioiea 

eipled.   I  do  not  think  there  are  ten  exceptions,  in^ther  they  are  to  continue  a  prey  to  dome»- 

The  principled  royalists  are  certainly  not  of  tic  banditti  or  to  be  fought  for  as  a  carrion  car- 
force  to  effect  these  objects  by  themselves.  If  cass,  and  picked  to  die  bone  by  all  the  crows 
they  were,  the  operations  of  the  present  great  and  vultures  of  the  sky.  They  may  take  pro- 
combination  would  be  wholly  unnecessary,  tection,  (and  they  would  I  doubt  not)  but  they 
What  I  contend  for  is,  that  they  should  be  can  have  neither  alacrity  nor  zeal  in  such  a 
consulted  with,  treated  with,  and  employed ;  cause.  When  they  see  nothing  hut  bands  of 
and  that  no  foreigners  whatsoever  are  either  in  English,  Spaniards,  Neapolitans,  Sardinians, 
hiterest  so  engaged,  or  in  judgment  and  local  Prussians,  Austrians,  Hungarians,  Bohe- 
knowledge  so  competent,  to  answer  all  these  mians,  Sclavonians,Oroatians,  acftn^a«j)rm* 
purposes  as  the  natural  proprietors  of  the  dpaU^  it  is  impossible  they  should  think  we 
country.  come  with  a  beneficent  design.    Many  of  those 

Their  number  for  an  exiled  party  is  also 

considerable.     Almost  the  whole  body  of  the  *  Before  the  revolution  the  French  nobles 

landed  proprietors  of  France,  ecclesiastical  and  were  so  reduced  in  numbers,  that  they  did  not 

civil,  have  been  steadily  devoted  to  the  mo-  ™"ch  exceed  twenty  thousand,  at  least  of  full 

^y.    This  body  d<«.  not  «nount  U>  le»  C"d  TnTo"  en^ X,"rS,;:7,  Tlilf. 

man  seventy  thousand — a  very  great  number  mated,  that  by  the  sword,  and  distempers  in  the 

in  the  composition  of  the  respectable  dasses  in  field,  they  have  not  lost  less  than  five  thousaind 

any  society  .-J  am  sure,  that  if  half  that  num-  5^*^  ?  ^^  '^^J-'^K^V^^V^  JP?"S®^»  »'  *■  \^„}^ 

\Jm  «r  *k^  ..»wi  ^oii<.*s»»;/»  »«*•  *.ir^n  «„♦  «r  feared,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  French  nobibty 

!>er  of  the  same  description  were  taken  out  of  ^^^  ^^  extinguished.    Several  hundreds  havi 

this  country,  it  wouU  leave  hardly  any  thing  also  perished  by  famine  and  various  accidents. 
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btriniouB  people  have  already  given  oyer,  and  through  him  or  them,  the  whole  body 

little  they  regard  any  French  party  of  a  nation.    For  the  lu^  of  such  a  conver- 

.    Some  of  these  nations  the  peo-  sion,  and  cf  deriving  advantage  from  enemies, 

ears  jealous  of;  such  are  the  £ng-  it  might  he  politic  for  a  while  to  throw  your 

!  Spaniaids— others  they  despise ;  Sriendg  into  the  shaded  JBut  examples  drawn 

;  Italians— others  they  hate  and  from  history  in  occa^ipns  like  the  present  will 

aie  the  German  and  Danubian  be  ibund  dangerously  to  mislead  us.    France 

best  such  interposition  of  ancient  has  no  resemblance  to  other  countries  which 

ies  apprehension;  but  in  this  case,  have  undergone  troubles  and   been  purified 

r  suppose  that  we  come  to  main-  by  them.    If  France,  jacobinized  as  it  has 

timate  monarchy  in  a  truly  pater-  been  lor  four  full   years,   did   contain  any 

)veniment,  to  protect  their  .privi-  bodies  of  authoriQr  and  disposition  to  treat 

laws,  their  religion,  and  their  with  ynu,  (most  assuredly  she  does  not)  such 

n  they  see  us  make  use  of  no  one  is  the  levity  of  ihoee  who  have  expelled  every 

las  any  interest  in  them,  any  thing  respectable  in  their  country,  such  their 

them,  or  any  the  least  zeal  dx  ferocity,  their  arrogance,  their  mutinous  q>irit, 

le  contrary,  they  see,  that  we  do  their  habits  of  defying  every  diing  human  and 

</ those  ^o  have  shewn  a  zeal  divine,  that  no  engagement  would  hold  with 

!,  which  we  seem  to  make  our  them  for  three  mondis ;  nor  indeed  could  they 

fieely  into  any  place  in  which  cohere  together  £br  any  purpose  of  civilized 

in  any  footing.  society,  if  left -as  they  now  are.    There  must 

to  gain  upon  any  people,  it  is  be  a  means  not  only  of  breaking  their  strength 

Mit  it  is  they  expect.    We  have  within  themselves,  but  cidviUxing  them ;  and 

1  from  the  royaiists  of  Poitou.  these  two  things  must  go  together,  before  we 

n  entitled,  after  a  bloody  war  can  possibly  treat  with  them,  not  only  as  a 

r  eight  months  against  all  the  nation,  but  widi  any  division  of  them.    De- 

rdiy,  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  scriptions  of  men  of  their  own  race,  but  better 

f  Fnmce.    Do  tfa^  desire  us  to  in  rank,  superior  in  property  and  decorum,  of 

Hrinoes,  their  clergy,  their  nobi-  honourable,  decent  aiki  orderiy  habits,  are  ab- 

ireet  contrary.    They  earnestly  solutely  necessary  to  bring  them  to  such  a 

n  of  every  one  of  ^ese  descrip-  frame  as  to  qualify  them  so  much  as  to  come 

e  sent  to  them.    They  do  not  into  contact  with  a  civilized  nation.    A  set  c^ 

1,  Austrian,  or  Prussian  officers,  those  ferocious  savages  with  arms  in  their 

<*raach  emigrant  officers.   They  hands,  left  to  themselves  in  one  part  of  the 

riled-  priests.      They  have  de-  country,  whilst  you  proceed  to  another,  would 

3ompte  d*Artois  to  appear  at  break  forth  into  outrages  at  least  as  bad  as 

rhese  are  the  demands,  (quite  their  former.     They  must,  as  fiist  as  gained 

As)  of  those  who  are  ready  to  (if  ever  they  are  gained)  be  put  under  the 

dard  of  mcmarchy.  guid®}  direction  and    govranment    of  better 

leans  therefore  of  restoring  the  Frenchmen  than  themselves,  or  they  will  iiH 

sfa  we  have  made  the  main  ob-  stantly  relapse  into  a  fever  of  aggravated  j^oe* 

p,  is  to  assist  the  dignity,  the  binism. 

the  property  of  France,  to  re-  We  must  not  judge  of  other  parts  of  France 

Awes  of  the  means  of  their  natu-  by  the  temporary  submission  of  Toulon,  with 

This  ought  to  be  the  primary  two  vast  fleets  in  its  harbour,  and  a  garrison 

or  politics,  and  all  our  military  far  more  numerous  than  all  the  inhabitants  able 

^erwise  every  diing  will  move  to  bear  arms.    If  they  were  left  to  themselves, 

ms  order,  and  nothing  but  con-  I  am  quite  sure  they  would  not  retain  their 

Taction  will  follow.  attachment  to  monarchy  of  any  name,  for  a 

misfortune  is  not  made  to  win  single  week. 

>rdinary  minds.    I  know  that  To  administer  the  <m1y  cure  for  the  unheard^ 

Dg  to  prosperity  however  obtain-  of  disorders  of  diat  undone  country,  I  think  it 

dice  in  its  fiivour ;  I  know  there  infinitely  happy  finr  us,  that  God  has  given  ifr> 

n  to  hope  something  from  the  to  our  hands,  more  effectual  remedies  than  ho- 

lonstancy  of  villany,  rather  than  man  contrivance  coaM  point  out.    We  have 

me  uniformity  of  fixed  principle,  in  our  bosom,  and   in  the  boeom  cf  other 

en,  I  admit,  situations  in  which  civilized  states,  nearer  forty  than  thirty  thoQ- 

nn  or  party  might  be  gained  tand  persons,  proi?identiattypreierfed  Ml  oily 
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fKMn  tnii  tttuiiy  itnd  TiofenM,  btit  from  the  aImW)  tfw  mubCtv'  (0000  biiibHi  ■!  wpni'vf 

ccfintagion  of  die'  honid  practices,  sentiments,  foreign  foree  well  <Sieeted)  miy  \mfguaieir  mi 

and   Imgoage    of    the  jaodbins,    and   ei^en  settl^.     if  iaoM  be  gained  aid  leliM  bj 

sacred^f  guaMedfitAn  tfaeview  ofsnch  abeni-  itadf,  and  ttarottj^  tile  — j4iuwr  cf  iOeisii  aa* 

QaUe  scenes.    If  we  shodd  obtain  is  tatf  tt^e  digitiy  and  pmyeiey ,    il  at  nel  heaat)  it 

considerable  district,  a  footing  in  France,  we  i»  tfoC  decent,  stiii  lesa-i*  it  pelitie,  for  Mft 

possess  an  immense  body  of  ph^rmeMns  and  ni»'  poweia  theiniwlY—  t^atlteMyt  iy  timg  itt  ito 

gistrateaofthe  mind,  whom  we  now  know  tv  be  ariaui^)  elimal)  local  detaily  ai  wfaicb  thij 

the  moat  discreet,  gentle,  weU-^empeted,  cofr*  eoold  aliew  intiinfr  Imi*  Ignataaes^  idbedKrf ^ 

ciliatory,  Tirtaoiis,  and  pioos  perat»i»,  wiio  in  eenftMion,  and  eppiesiioM*    Aa  t»  the  priae* 

any  order  probaMy  ezistod  in  the  worid.   Tov  wli»  lau  a  jttsi  diiiaor  to  eaevciBe  dM  rvgeaqr 

wUi  liave  a  missionerof  pe9ce  and  order  in  ofFrane»,lik«ollMracMilW'ia«otwitiMdfkii 

every  parish.    Never  waa  a  wiser  natieaa!  fooltt  aad  hitf Mbels.  Biit&nllaordefoct»(«t'    >. 

economy  than  iti  the  charity  of  (he  Ennjlisli  way  sappeaing  them  ftiwita  cf  1  iiaMaiin  hww*    i 

tad  of  other  eouitlHes.    Meter  1Mb  money  infiriBity,)amniitwh«t  i»aiiy«euMttydMlnf     | 

better  expended  than  m  ttM  ms/ieMuitm  er  a  legat  thlv  ta  goveninnnt,    These  priasetf    1 

this  body  of  civil  troops  for  i«-«Btablisbing  are  kept  ki»  poor  <ibscareeeant*yiewn  of  ihe    i 

order  in  FrAUce,  and  for  (hav  aacariag  ita  IngefPrallns/s.    Their  repvttatiQii>i8«otinl7     I 

civilization  to  Europe.    Thia- flMUff,  if  pvo*  attheanpcjofeveiyealuaiiiiatop.    Thtjets- 

perly  used,  is  of  valne  inestimiMe.  not  shew  theawelves,  they  eaaaat  eiplai»thaiB- 

Nor  it  this  eorps  of  instruments  of  oiviliMH  selves,  as  princes  e«|^  to  dot-    After  beiaf 

tion  confined  ta  ^  first  order  of  that  stale..   1  weH  informed,  as  any  mah  here  ea»  be,  I  <lo 

mean  the  dhtgj.    The  iffiied  po^irers  posaess)  not  foMii,  that  dMse  Uemidhea,  ia  tins  eaiioMit 

also,  an  exceedingly  numemus,  well^nformed,  person^  are  at  all  oonsideraUe,  er  tha4  they  al 

sensible,  ingenioas,  higbprinoi(4ed  and  spirited  ail  afieet  a  character,  whidi  is  iiU  of  probity, 

body  of  cavaliers  in  ^e  expatriated  landed  hoaour,   geaerosi^,  uid  rcKsl  gaodaest.   In 

interest  of  France,  as  wett  qualified  at  least,  as  some  poims  he  h|^  b«it  toe  BEmdi  resemUaDCt 

I  (who  have  been  taaght  by  time  and  expe-  to  his  uafortanate  brother ;  wha,  with  all  his 

rience  to  moderate  my  ealcidation  of  the  e>*  weaknesses,  has  a  good  aaderstandtiag  and 

pectancy  of  human  amli«lea)rever  expected  to  muiy  parts  ft  an  eaeetteirt  man,  and  a  good 

see  in  the  body  ef  anrf  laiictod.  gendemen  and  king.    But  Monsieur,  withaut  supposuog.  the 

sokliera  by  tilieir  birth.    Ftaiase  is  well  win*"  other  deficient,  (as  he  was Bot,\  exodshim in 

nowed  and  sifted.    Its  virtuous  men  are,  I  gwaeral  knowledge,  and  in  a  sharp  aad  keen 

believe,    ameag   the   most  virtuous,  98   its  obaervatieBjtrithseaiethiagofabetteraddieiB^ 

wicked  are  among  the  moat  abandoned  upon  and  aa  happier  mode  of  speaking  and  of  wri- 

earth.    Whatever  in  the  territory  of  France  ting.  His  cooversatioB  is  opon,  agreeable  and 

nay  be  fowid  to  be  in  Uie  mi(kfle  betweoi  informed,  hie  Manners  gvaeioua  and  princely, 

tiiese  mast  be  attracted  to  the  better  panrti  His  brother  the  Comte  d^Avtois  sustains  still 

This  will  be  oonpassed,  when  every  gentle-  better  the  representation  of  his  place.    He  is 

■Mm  every  where  being  restored  to  his  landed  eloquent,  lively,  mgaging  in  the  highest  degree, 

•state,  each  on  his  patrimonial  ground,  may  of  a  deckled  character,  fiiU  of  ener|gr  and  acti- 

join  the  clergy  in  re-animating  the  loyalty,  vity.    In  a  word  he  is  a  brave,  honourable,  and 

fideli^,  aad  religion  ef  the  peof^  ;  that  these  accomplished  cavalier.     Their  brethren  of  roy- 

gentlemsn  proprietors  of  luid,  may  sort  that  alty,  if  they  were  true  to  their  own  cause  and 

peo]^  aocoainig  to  the  trust  diey  severally  interest,  instead  of  relegating  these  illustrious 

merit,  that  thay  may  arm  the  honest  and  wel  persons  to  an  obscure  town,  would  Inring  them 

affected,  and  <fisarra  and  disable  the  foctious  forward  in  their  courts  and  Canms,  and  exhibit 

and  ill-disposedb    No  foreigner  can  make  thia  them  to,  what  they  would  speedily  obtain,  the 

discrimination  nof-  these  anrangements.     The  esteem,  respect,  and  affection  of  mankind, 
ancient  corporations  of  burghers  according  to        As  to  their  knocking  at  every  door,  (which 

Iheir  several  medes>  ahoukl  be  restored ;  and  seems  to  give  offence,)  can  any  thing  be  more 

l^aced  (as  they  oh|^  ta  be)  in  the  hands  of  natural  ?    Abandoned,  despised,  rendered  in  a 

■wn  of  gravity  and  proper^  in  the  cities  or  maaner  outlaws  by  afi  the  powers  of  ETurope, 

bailliages,  according  to  th%  psoper  constitutions  who  have  treated  their  unfortunate  brethren 

of  the  Commons  or  thhrd  estate  of  France,  with  all  the  giddy  pride, and  improvident  inso- 

They  will  sestrain  and  regulate  the  seditious  lence  of  Uind  unfeeling  prosperity  ;  who  did 

rabble  thOre,  as  the  gentlemen  will  on  their  nt^  even  send  them  a  compliment  of  condoleace 

4ara  aalalaa.    In  thia  way,  and  w  this  tooy  on  the  mardar  of  dieir  brother  and  aistar  \  in 
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jMit  wttUf  y  U*y)t»WimimwA  at,  ot  hi— led,  nor  as  th«k  bwwMjgv  «f  timr  owtt  toiaMPf i 

tet  Am]P  tritd  €mff  imy,  IMf  or  unlikely,  or  of  its  Isws  aarf  <S6Mtitittion.    Tbty  w,  if 

ViB  ar  91  ihu— ,  M  gat  out  cf  the  borriUB  pit  not  enemies,  at  least  not  friends  la  tba  orrfart 

iolairfaieil  tliieyai«ftUMi,andtliat  iiip«rtie»*  of  their  <mn  state;  not  to  the  priKea,  l6a 

iar  Aey  tried  whether  (he  princes  ef  their  own  ^rgy,  er  the  nobility ;  they  possess  oiriy  M 

Uaed^  Bii^it  At  length  ho  hroaght  ta  think  the  tfttaehment  ta  the  monarchy,  or  rather  to  the 

eaasa  of  kingfef  aiki  af  kings  of  their  race,  peraena  of  tfie  late  king  and  qoeen.    In  afl 

#aandeci  te  tha  anuder  and  esila  of  the  hranc^  odier  ivspeets  their  eonrersation  is  jacobin.  I 

Hf  Franaa,  of  aanMHefcinportanee  aa  the  killing  am  irfhud  they,  or  some  of  them,  go  into  tha 

tf  a  knee  ef  partrklgas  ?    If  they  were  ahs^-  closets  of  ministers,  and  tell  them  that  the  af^ 

kilefy^  idfe,  afti  aolf  eat  in  sbth  their  bread  ef  fiimi  of  France  will  be  better  arranged  by  the 

mtiifw  and  dapeddeiiGe,  fhay  wouU  be  forgot-  allied  powers  than  by  the  landed  pftsprietofv  of 

•n,  ar  at  kaal  tf«iighc  of  as  wretches  imwor-  the  kingdom,  or  by  the  princes  who  have  4 

fliy  of  titoir  pretsnaiosa  whioh  they  had  done  right  to  govern ;  and  that  if  any  French  are  at 

nadiing  fa  a«ppoiti    If  they  err  from  owr  inter*  all  to  be  employed  in  the  settlement  ef  dwi# 

sator  frfMit  cive  haa  haes  taken  to  keep  them  eoontiy,  it  ought  to  be  only  those  who  bare 

in  thoae  hutetesta  ?   or  what  desire  haa  aver  neiFer  declared  any  decided  opinion,  or  takM 

been  riiawn  to  ttaploy  them  in  any  other  way  any  active  part  in  the  revdution.'*' 
than  a0  iMalr«ane»la  of  thehr  own  degradation,        I  suspect  that  the  authors  of  thk  epmion 

shame,  aaid  rain  ?  are  mere  soldiers  of  fortime,  wha  though  men 

Tba  PtartianNiit  of  Paris,  by  whom  the  title  of  integrity  and  honour,  wouU  aa  gUiy  n- 

«f  the  MgMt  ia  to  be  raoagniaed  (not  made)  ceive  military  ranh  from  Russia,  or  Austria, 

maiding  to  tha  lawa  ef  the  kingdom,  is  ready  or  Prussia,  as  from  the  regent  of  France, 

to  feoognise  it,  and  to  register  it,  if  a  place  o(  Perhaps  their  not  having  as  much  importance 

meeting  wa«  givan  to  diem,  which  mi^  bo  at  his  court  as  they  could  wish  may  inclina 

iviAin  ttmr  mm  jurisdictiany  supposing  that  them  to  this  strange  imagination.    Perhapa 

ealy  loaality  was  re<^ired  for  the  exercise  of  having  no  property  in  oU  France,  they  m« 

iMir  fimetioaa:  for  it  is  one  of  the  advantages  more  iiMKfferait  about  its  restoration.    Their 

ef  Monarah^^,  to  have  no  kieal  seat.    It  may  language  is  certainly  flattering  to  all  ministers 

Miintain  ita  righia-  out  of  the  sphere  of  ita  in  aJl  courts.    We  all  are  men ;  we  all  k>ve  to 

terriiaiialf  jwriadiatieB,  if  other  powers  wiH  be  told  of  the  extent  of  our  own  power  and 

wHm  it.  our  own  faculties.    If  we  love  glory,  we  are 

I  an  weS  apprtted,  that  tha  little  intriguers,  jeakvas  of  partners,  and  afraid  even  of  our  own 

md  whispering,  aaid  setf«onceited  thoughtlestf  instruments.    It  is  ofaM  modes  of  flattery  tha 

bibhlen^  woiia  than  either,  run  about  to  d»*  most  elfoctual  to  be  toU,  that  youean  regulate 

imei&te  the  follea  virtue  of  a  great  nation,  the  aflfairs  of  another  kingdom  better  tlwn  its 

Btar  whilrt  thay  tidk,  we  must  make  our  choice  hereditary  proprietors.    It  is  formed  to  flatter 

"-^Miy  •!«  the  jaoohina.    We  haeve  no  other  Am  principle  c^ conquest  so  natural  (o  all  men. 

opthMl.    Aj^  tH  twmf  who  in  the  pride  of  a  It  is  this  principle  which  is  now  making  the 

piCMperity,  net  ohtained  by  their  wisdom,  va-  partition  of  Poland.    The  powers  eoneemed 

loor,  or  industry,  think  so  well  of  themselves,  have  been  toM  by  some  pervious  Poles,  and 

nd  of  tiieir  own  abilities  and  virtues,  and  so  perhaps  they  believe,  that  their  usurpation  ia 

91  of  oCiier  men ;  tnith  obliges  me  to  say,  that  a  great  benefit  to  the  people,  especially  to  tha 

^mf  are  not  founded  in  their  piesumption  con-  eonmuMi  people.    Ilowever  this  may  turn  out 

eeming  themselvaa,  nor  in  their  contempt  of  with  regard  to  Poland,  I  am  quite  sure  that 

fte  FrMidi  princes,  magistrates,  nobili^,  and  France  coidd  not  be  so  wett  uiider  a  foreign 

clergy.    Instead  of  hispiring  me  with  didiike  direction  as  under  that  of  the  representatives 

and  ^KaCroat  of  the  mfortunate,  engaged  with  of  its  own  king,  and  its  own  ancient  estates, 
as  m  a  common  cause  against  our  jacobin        I  thhik  I  have  myself  studied  France,  aa 

aaemy,  they  take  away  all  my  esteem  for  their  much  as  roost  of  those  whom  the  allied  courts 

own  characteni,  and  au  my  deference  to  their  are  likely  to  em|:Joy  in  such  a  worii.    I  have 

jodgasMit.  likewise  of  mysetf  as  partial  and  as  vain  an 

There  are  aMne^lhw  Frencb  gentlemen  in*  opinion  as  men  ccMnmonty  have  of  thesMelves. 

deed  who  talk  a  bngnage  not  wholly  different  But  if  I  couki  cetamand  the  whole  military 

frem  dihr  jargon.    Thase  whom  I  liave  in  my  arm  of  Europe,  I  am  sure,  that  a  bribe  of  tiia 

eye,  I  rittpect  aa=gaBatt«  soldien,  as  nnidi  as  best  proviaee  in  that  kingdom^  wonfci  not 
any  one  e«i  &,  hue  on  their  political  judgment, 
tnd  pfdaaiia,  I  htf^  Mt  tha  alif^itest  wlianoa,       *  This  was  the  language  of  the  ministerialists 
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tempt   me   to  intenneddle    in   their  aflfaire,  de8tructi<Hi.    In  truth  it  is  not  the  hatetkring 

except  in  perfect  concurrence    and    concert  or  keeping  aloof,  but  iniquitous  intermeddling, 

with  the  natural  legal  interests  of  the  country,  or  treacherous  inaction,  which  is  praised  ot 

composed  of  the  ecclesiastical,  the  military,  blamed  by  the  decision  of  an  equitaUe  judge, 

the  several  corporate  bodies  of  justice,  and  of  It  will  be  a  just  and  irresistible  presump- 

burghership,  making  under  a  monarch  (I  re-  tion  against  the  fairness   of  the  interposing 

peat  it  again  and  again)  the  Prench  nation  power,  that  he  takes  with  him  no  party  or  de* 

according  to    its  fundamental   eonatittUion,  scription  of  men  in  the  divided  state.    It  is 

No  considerate  statesman  would  undertake  to  not  probable,  that  these  parties  should  all,  and 

meddle  with  it  upon  any  other  condition.  all  alike,  be  more  adverse  to  the  true  interests 

The  government  of  that  kingdom  is  funda-  of  their  country,  and  less  ciqudile  of  fixming  a 

mentally  monarchical.      The  public  law  of  judgment   up<xi  them,  than    those  who  an 

Europe  has  never  recognised  in  it  any  other  absolute  strangers  to  their  afiairs,  and  to  the 

form  of  government.     The  potentates  of  £u-  character  of  the  acUnrs  in  them,  and  have  but  a 

rope  have  by  that  law,  a  right,  an  interest,  and  remote,  feeble,  and  secondary  sympathy  with 

a  duty  to  know  with  what  government  they  their  interest.     Sometimes  a  calm  and  healing 

are  to  treat,  and  what  they  are  to  admit  into  arbiter  may  be  necessary  ;  but,  he  is  to  com> 

the  ederative  society,  or  in  other  words  into  pose  differences,  not  to  give  laws.     It  is  im- 

the  diplomatic  republic  of  Europe.     This  right  possible  that  any  one  should  not  fedi  the  fijl 

is  clear  and  indi^utable.  force  of  that  presumption.      Even    people. 

What  other  and  further  interference  they  whose  politics  for  the  supposed  good  of  their 
have  a  right  to  in  the  interiour  of  the  con-  own  country  lead  them  to  take  advantage  of 
cems  of  another  people,  is  a  matter  on  the  dissensions  of  a  neighbouring  nation  in 
which,  as  on  every  political  subject,  no  very  order  to  ruin  it,  will  not  directly  propose  to 
definite  or  positive  rule  can  well  be  laid  exclude  the  natives,  but  they  will  take  that 
down.  Our  neighbours  are  men  ;  and  who  mode  of  consulting  and  employing  them  which 
will  attempt  to  dictate  the  laws,  under  which  nearly  approaches  to  an  exclusion.  In  some 
it  is  allowable  or  forbidden  to  take  a  part  in  particulars  they  propose  what  amounts  to  diat 
the  concerns  of  men,  whether,  they  are  coo-  exclusi(Mi,  in  others  they  do  much  worse, 
sidered  individually  or  in  a  collective  capacity.  They  recommend  to  ministry,  "  that  no 
whenever  charity  to  them,  or  a  care  of  my  Frenchman  who  has  givej^  a  decided  <^inioii, 
own  safety,  calls  forth  my  activity.  Circum-  or  acted  a  decided  part  in  this  great  revdution, 
stances  perpetually  variable,  directing  a  moral  for  or  against  it,  should  be  countenanced, 
prudence  and  discretion,  the  general  princi-  brought  forward,  trusted  or  employed,  even  in 
pies  of  which  never  vary,  must  alone  prescribe  the  strictest  subordination  to  the  ministers  of 
a  conduct  fitting  on  such  occasions.  The  the  allied  powers."  Although  one  would 
latest  casuists  of  public  law  are  rather  of  a  think  this  advice  would  stand  condemned  on 
republican  cast,  and  in  my  mind,  by  no  means  the  first  proposition,  yet  as  it  has  been  made 
so  averse  as  they  ought  to  be  to  a  right  in  the  popular,  and  has  been  proceeded  upon  practi- 
people  (a  word,  which  ill  defined,  is  of  the  cally,  I  think  it  ri^t  to  give  it  a  full  coo- 
most  dangerous  use)  to  make  changes  at  their  siderati(Mi. 

pleasure  in  the  fundamental  laws    of  their  And  first,  I  have  asked  myself  who  these 

country.     These  writers,  however,   when  a  Frenchmen  are,  that  in  die  state  their  own 

country  is  divided,  leave  abundant  liberty  for  a  country  has  been  for  these  last  five  years,  of 

neighbour  to  support  any  of  the  parties  accor-  all  the  people  of  Europe,  have  alone  not  been 

ding  to  his  choice'*'.     This  interference  must  able  to  form  a  decided  opinion,  or  have  been 

indeed  always  be  a  right,  whilst  the  privilege  unwilling  to  act  a  decided  part  ? 

of  doing  good  to  others,  and  of  averting  from  Looking  over  all  the  names  I  have  heard  of 

them  every  sort  of  evil,  is  a  right :  circum-  in  this  great  revolution  in  all  human  affairs,  I 

stances  may  render  that  right  a  duty.    It  find    no    man   of  any  distinction  who   has 

depends  wholly  on  this,  whether  it  be  a  bond  remained  in  that  more  than  stoical  apathy,  but 

/Ide  charity  to  a  party,  and  a  prudent  precau-  the  prince  de  Conti.     This  mean,  stupid,  sel- 

tion  with  regard  to  yourself,  or  whether  under  ggh,  swinish,  and  cowardly  animal,   univer- 

the  pretence  of  aiding  one  of  the  parties  in  a  sally  known  and  despised  as  such,  has  indeed, 

nation,  you  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  aggra-  except  in  one  abortive  attempt  to  elope,  been, 

vate  its  calamities,  and  accomplish  its  final  perfectly  neutral.     However  his  neutrality, 

which  it  seems  would  qualify  him  for  trust, 

*  Yattel.  and  on  a  competition  must  set  aside  the  prince 
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it  Coad6,  can  be  oT  no  sort  of  service.    His     height  of  ftnaticism,  leading  them  to  exdude 
oodention  has  not  been  able  to  keep  him  from     from  their  ideas  of  a  comnumwoalth,  the  vital 
ajftil.     The  allied  powers  must  draw  him     principle  of  the  physical,  the  moral,  and  the 
from  that  jail,  befere  they  can  have  the  iiill     political  world,  engages  them  in  a  thousand 
advantage  of   the    exertions    of  this    great     absurd  contrivances  to  611  up  this  dreadful  void, 
neutralist.  Incapable  of  innoxious  repose,  or  honourable 
Except  him,  I  do  not  rec(^ect  a  man  of  rank     action,  or  wise  speculation,  in  the  lurking 
or. talents,  who  by  his  speeches  or  his  votes,     holes  oi  a  foreign  land,  into  which  (in  a  com- 
bj  his  pen  or  by   his  sword,  has  not  been     mon  ruin)  they  are  driven  to  hide  their  heads 
active  (m  this  scene.     The  time  indeed  could     among  the  innocent  victims  of  their  madness, 
admit  bo  neutrality  in  any  person  worthy  of     they  are  at  this  very  hour,  as  busy  in  the  con- 
tlie  name  cfwan.    There  were  originally  two     fection  of  the  dirt-pies  of  their  imaginary  ccm- 
great  divisions  in  France;  the  one  is  that    stitutions,  as  if  they  had  not  been  quite  fi-esh 
which  overturned  the  whole  of  the  government  from  destroying  by  their  impious  and  desperato 
m  church  and  state,  and  erected  a  republic  on  vagaries,  the  finest  country  upon  earth. 
the  basis  <^  atheism.    Their  grand  engine        It  is,  however,  out  of  these,  or  of  such  a» 
was  the  jacobin  dub,  a  sort  of  secession  from  these,  guilty  and  impenitent,  despising  the  ex- 
which,  but  exactly  on  the  same  princijdes,  perience  of  others,  and  their  own,  that  some 
begat  another  shortlived  one,  called  the  Club  peojde  talk  of  choosing  their  negociators  with 
of  Ei^ty-Nine,*  which  was  chiefly  guided  those  jacobins,  who  they  suppose  may  be  r»> 
by  tlM9  court  rebels,  who,  in  addition  to  the  covered   to  a    sounder  mind.     They  flatter 
crimes  of  whidi  they  were  guilty  in  common  themselves,  it  seems,  that  the  friendly  habits 
with  die  others,  had  the  merit  of  betraying  a  formed  during  their  original  partnership  of 
gracious  master,  and  a  kind  benefactor.     Sub-  iniquity,  a  similarity  <^  character,  and  a  con- 
divisions  of  tfiis  &ction,  which  since  we  have  fbrmity  in  the  ground-word  of  their  principles, 
weo,  do  not  in  the  least  difier  from  each  other  mi^t  facilitate  their  c<Miversion,  and  gain  them 
in  their  principles,  their  dispositions,  or  the  over    to  some   recognition   of  royalty.    But 
means  they  have  empbyed.     Their  only  quar-  surely  this  is  to  read  human  nature  very  ill. 
rel  has  been  about  power:  in  that  quarrel,  like  The  several  sectaries  in  this  schism  of  the 
wave  succeeding  wave,  one  faction  has  got  jacobins,  are  the  very  last  men  in  the  world  to 
the  better  and  expelled  the  other.     Thus  La-  trust  each  other.     Fellowship  in  treason,  is  » 
ftjette  for  a  while  got  the  better  of  Orleans ;  bad  ground  of  confidence.     The  last  quarrels 
and  Orleans  afterwards  prevailed  over  Lafay-  are  the  sorest ;  and  the  injuries  received  or 
ette.    Brissot  overpowered  Orleans ;  Barrere  offered  by  your  own  associates,  are  ever  the 
tod  Robespierre,  and  their  faction,  mastered  most  bitterly  resented.     The  people  of  France 
them  both  and  cut  oflT  their  heads.    All  who  of  every  name  and  description,  wouki  a  thou- 
were  not  royalists  have  been  listed  in  some  or  sand  times  sooner  listen  to  the  prince  do  Conde 
other  at  these  divisions.    If  it  were  of  any  or  to  the  arch-bishop  of  Aix,  or  the  bishop  of 
qse  to  settle  a  precedence,  the  elder  ought  to  St.  Pol,  or  to  M(Misieur  de  Cazal^,  than  to 
have  his.  rank.     The  first  authors,  plotters,  La&yette,  or  Dumourier,  or  the  vicomte  de 
ind  contrivers  of  this   monstrous   scheme,  Noailles,  or  the  bishop  of  Autun,  or  Necker, 
seem  to  me  entitled  to  the  first  {^ce  in  our  or  his  disciple  Laity  Tolendal.    Against  the 
distrust  and  abhorrence.    I  have  seen  some  of  first  description  they  have  not  the  smallest  ani- 
those  who  were  thought  the. best  among  the  mosity  beycmd  that  of  a  merely  political  dis- 
wiginal  rebels  ;  and  I  have  not  neglected  the  sension.     The  others  they  regard  as  traitors. 
Bieans    of   being    informed    concerning   the        The  first  description  is  that  of  the  christian 
others.    I  can  very  truly  say,  that  I  have  not  royalists,  men  who  as  earnestly  wished  for  re- 
fecmd  by  observation,  or  inquiry,  that  any  fomrnticm,  as  they  opposed  innovation  in  the 
aoise  of  the  evils  produced  by  their  projects  fimdamental  parts  of  their  church  and  state.^ 
has  produced  in  them,  or  any  one  of  them,  the  Their  part  has  been  very  decided.    Accor- 
smaDest  degree  of  repentance.     Disappoint-  dingly  they  are  to  be  set  aside  in  the  res- 
ment  and  mortification  undoubtedly  they  feel :  toration  of  church  and  state.    It  is  an  odd  kind 
but  to  them,  repentance  is  a  thmg  impossible,  erf"  disqualification  where  the  restoraticm  of  re- 
They  are  atheists.     This  wretdied  opinion,  ligion  and  monarchy  is  the  question.     If  En^ 
hj  which  they  are  possessed   even  to  the  Ismd  shoukl  (Grod  forbid  it  should)  fiill  into  the 

same  misfortune  with  France,  and  that  tho 

'  '  The  first  object  of  this  clab  was  the  prppa-  court  of  Vienna  should  undertake  the  restora- 

fttkiB  of  jacoUn  prindples.  tion  of  our  monarchy,  I  think  it  would  be  ex« 
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trtwrdliBarj  to  ofajed  to  tha  admiaaioa  of  Mr,  of  another  kind,  uki  winch  an  infinita 

Pitt,  or  kxd  GrmiTiUe,  or  Mr.  DuncbSy  into  likely  to  carry  thew  out  oftke  path  of  iIm 

any  share  in  the  management  of  diat  buaineaa,  They  ara  of  a  tame,  tiaud,  hnguiAy  in 

hecauae  in  a  day  ef  trial  they  bare  stood  up  per  wherever  the  trel&re  efothtr*  iscOi 

firmly  and  ManlaUy,  aa  I  tmat  they  ahraya  In  sech  oauaes,  as  tiiey  have  no  no 

win  do,  and  with  distingoished  powers,  for  action  they  never  possess  any  real  aby 

the  nnnarchy  and  the  legitimate  oonstitntion  are  totally  deatitato  ef  all  reaouroa. 

of  their  coantry.    I  am  sen*  if  I  were  to  sup-  Brieve  a  man  who  has  aeen  modi, 

poae  myseVat  Vienna  at  such  a  time,  I  shookd,  senred  something.    I  have  aeoi  in  tb 

aaassan,  aaan  EngKsbwan,  and  aaaroyalist,  of  my  Hie  a  great  many  of  that  famify 

protest  in  that  case,  as  I  da  in  this,  against  a  They  are  generally  chosen,  beeanse  tk 

weak  md  minoos  principie  ef  proceeding,  no  opinion  of  their  own ;  and  mt  fiur 

which  can  have  no  other  tendency,  than  to  can  be  got  in  good  earnest  to  embrace  a 

aadie  those  who  wish  to  support  the  erown,  ien,  itisriwrtdi  whoevwhapponstoeMp 

meditate  too  prolbandly  on  the  censuquencea  (neither  longer  or  shorter,  narrower  narl 

of  the  part  ibey  take— HUid  cennder  whether  wkh  whom  they  have  no  discnsaien  ot 

for  their  open  woA  forward  zeal  in  ^tn  royal  tation.    The  only  thing  which  ocean 

canae,  thfty  may  not  be  throat  out  fimn  any  a  nnui  when  he  has  got  a  boalneas  ft 

aort  of  confidence  and  ea^fdoymem,  where  die  into  his  hancki,  is  how  to  make  hit  ow 

intemt  of  orowned  head*  ia  oaneemed.  out  of  it.     The  person  he  is  to  tfttA 

These  are  the  prnOm,    I  have  said,  and  nof ,  with  him  an  adversary  ovef  when 

aaid  truly,  that  I  knaw  of  no  neutrala.    But  prevail,  bnlanew  friend  he  ia  togain; 

■a  a  gsnoral  ebservation  on  fkis  general  prin-  be  alwaysrsystematically  betmys  soaaei 

aipleefchooaiBgnsntralsonsnchoacasionaas  trust.    Instead  of  thMong  how  he  shi 

the  present,  I  haiv«  this  to  svy--4hnt  it  aanonte  his  ground  to  the  last,  and  if  fixced  U 

to  neither  nwre  nor  less  than  tbia  shocking  how  litde  he  shall  give  up,  tikis  kiM 

proposition-*4hat  we  enght  tm  eaehsde-  men  of  considers  how  much  of  the  interei 

hononr  and  ability  fitnn  serving  theira  and  our  employer  he  is  to  sacrifice  to  his  m 

cause;  and  to  put  the  dearest  intereate  of  oar-  Havingaothing  but  himself  in  view,  b 

selves  and  our  polarity  into  the  hands  ef  men  that  in  serving  his  principal  with  seal 

of  no  decided  character,  withont  jadgment  to  probably  incur  some  resentment  fiom  1 

choose,  and  without  cnnraga  to  prafesa  any  site  party.    His  object  is  to  obCaki 

principle  wfaataoever.  wiH  of  the  person  with  whom  he  conti 

Sudk  men  can  serve  no-  cause,  jfer  this  pfaun  when  an  agreement  is  made,  he  na 

reaaon— they  have  no  canae  at  heart    They  rewarding  him.    I  weukl  not  take  om 

can  at  best  work  only  as  asate  aHVcenaries.  as  my  arbitrator  in  a  dispute  for  so  at 

They  have  not  been  guilty  ef  great  whaea ;  fishpond — for  if  he  reserved  the  nmi 

hot  it  is  01^  because  they  banw  not  energy  of  he  would  be  sure  to  give  the  water  thi 

mind  to  rise  toany  height  efwiMkedtaeas.   They  pool,  to  my  adversaiy.    In  a  great 

a«e  not  hawks  or  kitea;  tb^  a«B  only  mumnk'  shotdd  certainly  wirii^  that  my  agai 

ble  fowla  Didiose  flif^t  i»  net  above  their  Aaig«*  possess  conciliating  qoaditiee ;  that  1 

hiH  or  hiemoost.    Bat  they  tremUs  before  tbs  be  ef  a  frank,  open,  and  candid  dispoai 

aathon  of  these  borpoora.    They  adanw  them  in  his  nature,  and  of  a  temper  to  softei 

at  a  safe  and  raapectfld   dfistanoe.     Tbena  ities  and  to  win  confidence.    He  oug 

never  was  a  aasan  and  sfcfset  mind  that  did  not  be  a  man  odious  to  the  perssn  he  tsa 

admire  an  iatrepidi  and  ABlterawS  vHtoin.    In  by  personal  injury,  by  violence,  or  b 

the  bottom  of  their  hmurts  th^  bcMeve  each  or,  above  all,  ij  the  derelictiQO  ef  bis 

haidy  miacreante  tobe  tbaonly  mm  qnaHfied  any  former  transactions.    BM  I  woul 

for  great  aflbirs:  if  you  aet  them  to  transact  that  my  negotiator  shookl  be  mine, 

with  snch  persons,  they  are  instuntly  subdued,  should  be  as  earnest  in  the  cause  asm] 

They  dare  not  so  much  as  look  their  antago-  known  to  be  so ;  that  he  shoald  not  I 

nist  in  the  &ce.    They  are  made  to  be  tlrair  upon  as  a  stupendiary  advocate,  but  a 

subjects,  not  to  be  their  arbiters  or  eoMroutors.  cipled  partisan.    In  all  treaty  it  is  a  gr 

These  men  to  be  sure  can  look  at  atiDeioas  that  all  idea  of  gaining  your  agent  is '. 

nets  without  indignation,  and  oan  bahohi  suf-  I  would  not  trasr  the  cause  of  royalt 

bring  virtue  without  sympalhy.    Therefore  man,  who  professing  neutrality  is  half 

tbey  an  conakkred  as  saber,,  diapasaianat^  Ucan.    TheeneMgrhanabendjr  ngni 

men.    But  they  haw  thaiv  pmmum^  dtougb  his  suit  widiout  a  JMijifv   utftf  M 
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liili  tAnaiagi  for  aB  tlM  rait.    Tke  coaanMii  our  pclicy.    Hen  l»  W  too  |iiimiiwa  if  lbs 

friidpl*  tSkmtd  between  your  adFersary  and  better  errour. 

Twafam^giree  your  •dTeraaiy  the  •dTtntace  The  worklwiH  judge  ef  tbe  ipirkef  our  pf»- 

■  eferj  discueeioo.  eeediof  in  thoee  places  of  France  which  nay 

B«fi)re  I  shut  up  this  discourse  about  neu-  M  into  our  power,  by  our  oooduct  in  thoee 

fell  agency  (whidi  I  conceive  is  not  to  be  that  are  already  an  eur  hands.    Our  wisdom 

bjaAj  or  if  fouad,  ou^t  not  to  be  used)  I  have  ehould  not  be  vulgar.    Other  times,  periaaps 

I  few  other  reaiariui  to  make  on  the  cauae,  otiier  measures ;  but  in  this  awful  hour  our 

which  I  conceive  gives  rise  to  it.  politics  ought  to  be  made  up  of  nsdiing  but 

Id  all  that  we  do,  whether  in  the  struggle  or  courage,  dscision,  manliness,  and  rectitude, 

after  it,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  coo-  We  should  have  all  the  magnanknity  of  good 

Mudyhave  in  our  eye,  the  nature  and  dia-  faith.    This  is  a  royal  and  commanding  policy; 

nder  of  the  enemy  we  have  to  cooteod  with,  and  as  long  as  we  are  true  to  it  we  may  give 

The  jacobin  isevolution  is  carried  on  by  men  of  the  law.    Never  oaa  we  assume  this  comaoand 

B»  rank,  of  no  consideration,  of  wild  savage  if  we  will  not  risk  the  consequences.    For 

■iads,  ibU  ci  fevity,  arrogance  and  presump*  which  reason  we  ought  to  be  bottomed  enough 

tioB,  without  morals,  without  probity,  without  in  principle  tkoi  to  he  carried  away  upon  the 

pradeoce.     Whut  have  they  then  to  supply  first  pfospeot  of  any  sinister  advanttige.    For 

ftev  innumerable  defects,  and  to  make  them  depend  upon  it  that  if  we  once  give  way  U>  a 

terribis  even  to  tfie    firmest  minds  ?     One  sinister  deding,  we  shall  teach  others  the 

tluDg,  and  on*  thing  only— but  that  one  thing  game,  and  we  shall  be  outwitted  and  over^ 

if  worth  a  thousand — ^they  have  energy.    In  home ;   the  Spaniaids,  the  Prussians,  G«d 

Fnnoe,  all  thinfn  being  put  into  an  universal  knows  who,  will  put  us  under  contribution  at 

lement,  in  the  decomposition  of  society,  no  their  pleasure ;  and  instead  of  being  at  the 

ma  oomes  fiirfrard  but  by  his  spirit  of  enter-  head  of  a  great  confederacy,  and  the  arbiters 

prm  and  the  vigour  of  his  mind.    If  we  meet  of  Europe,  we  shall,  by  our  mistakes,  break  up 

this  dreadfid  and  portentous  energy,  restrained  a  great  design  into  a  thousand  little  selfish 

by  BO  consideration  of  God  or  man,  that  is  quarrels ;  the  enemy  will  triumph,  and  we  riiall 

ilways  vigilant,  always  on  the  attack,  that  al-  sit  down  under  the  terms  of  unsafe  and  de- 

Imu  itselfno  repoee,  and  sufiers  none  to  rest  an  pendent  peace,  weakened,  mortified,  and  dis- 

hour  widi  unpunity ;  if  we  meet  this  energy  graced,  whilst  all  Europe,  Engiusd  included, 

with  poor  common-place  proceeding,  with  tri-  is  left  open  and  defenceless  on  every  part,  to 

▼ill  nazims,  paltry  old  saws,  with  doubts,  fears,  jacobin  principles,  intrigues,  and  arms.     In 

and  fu^icions,  with  a  languid,  uncertain  hesi-  the  case  of  the  king  of  France,  declared  to  be 

UtioQ,  with  a  fcMmal,  official  spirit,  which  is  our  firiend  and  ally,  we  will  still  be  considering 

turned  aside  by  every  obstade  fi^  its  purpose,  ourselves  in  the  contradictory  character  of  an 

and  which  never  sees  a  difficulty  but  to  yieki  enemy.     This  contradiction,  I  am  afraid,  wiQ 

to  it,  or  at  best  to  eva'Je  it ;  down  we  go  to  the  in  spite  of  us,  give  a  colour  of  firaud  to  all  our 

bottom  of  the  abyss — and  nothing  short  of  Om-  transactions,  or  at  least  wiH  so  coinplicate  oar 

upotenee  can  save  us.     We  muet  meet  a  politics,  that  we  shall  oursehres  be  inextricabfy 

rioous  and  distempered  energy  with  a  manly  entangled  iirthem. 

aad  ntional  vigour.    As  virtue  is  limited  in  I  have  Touk>n  in  my  eye.    It  was  with  i»- 

iti  Msources    we  are  doubly  bound  to  use  all  finite  sorrow  I  heard  that  in  taking  the  king  of 

tbat,  in  the  drde  drawn  about  us  by  our  mo-  France's  fleet  in  trust,  we  instandy  unrigged 

nlB,we  are  able  to  command.  and  dismasted  the  ships,  instead  of  keeping 

I  do  not  contend  against  the  advantages  them  in  a  condition  to  escape  incase  of  disas- 

of  distrust.    In  the  world  we  live  in  it  is  but  ter,  and  in  order  to  fulfil  our  trust,  that  is,  to 

too  necesoary.    Some  of  old  called  it  the  very  hold  them  for  the  use  of  the  owner,  and,  in  the 

nmrna  of  discretion.    But  what  signify  com-  mean  time,  to  employ  them  for  our  common 

nraa-plaees,  that  always  run  paralld  and  equal?  service.    These  ships  are  now  so  circum- 

Diatrust  is  good  or  it  is  bad,  according  to  our  stanced,    that  if  we  are  fbrced  to  evacuate 

position  and  our  purpose.    Distrust  is  a  defers  Toukm,  they  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 

■tva-prineiple.    They  who  have  much  tok)ee  enemy,  or  be  burnt  by  ourselves.    I  know  this 

bare  moeh  to  fear.    But  in  France  we  hold  is  by  some  considered  as  a  fine  tiinig  for  us. 

We  are  to  break  in  upon  a  power  in  But  the  Adienians  ought  not  to  be  better  #ian 

;  we  an  to  carry  every  thing  by  the  English,  or  Mr.  Pitt  less  viftooos  ihaa 


tors,  or  by  eiarpcise,  or  by  intelligence,  or  1^     Aristides. 

*L   AdveatnrB,  tbenCm,  and  not  caution,  is        Are  we  thea  so  poor  in  rosooroei  tfitl  w« 
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can  do  no  better  with  ei^teen  or  twenty  ships  ation  of  what  others  will  naturally  hq)e  or 
d[  the  line  than  to  bum  them?    Had  we  sent  fear.     Spain  must  ^ink  die  sees,  that  we  an 
for  French  royalist  naval  officers,    of  which  taking  advantage  of  the  confusion^lliiich  reign 
some  hundreds  are  to  be  had,  and  made  them  in  France,  to  disable   that  country,  and  of 
■elect  such  seamen  as  they  could  trust,  and  course  every  country,  from  affording  her  pro- 
filled  the  rest  with  our  own  and  Mediterranean  tection,  and  in  ^e  end  to  turn  the  Spanirii 
■eamen,  which  are  all  over  Italy  to  be  had  by  monarchy  into  a  province.     If  she  saw  things 
thousands,  and  put  them  under  judicious  Eng-  in  a  proper  point  of  light,  to  be  sure,  she  wovdd 
lish  commanders  in  chief,  and  with  a  judicious  not  ccmsider  any  other  plan  of  pditics  as  of  the 
mixture  of  our  own  subordinates,  the  West  least  moment  in  comparis(xi  cf  the  eztinctioi 
Indies  would  at  this  day  have  been  ours.    It  of  jacobinism.    But  her  ministers  (to  say  dte 
may  be  said  that  these  French  officers  would  best  of  them)  are  vulgar  politicians.    It  is  no     > 
take  them  for  the  king  of  France,  and  that  they  w<»der  that  they  shoukl  postpone  this  great 
would  not  be  in  our  power.     Be  it  so.     The  point,  ^  or  balance  it,  by  considerations  of  the 
islands  would  not  be  ours,  but  they  would  not  common  politics,  that  is,  the  questions  of  power     J 
be  jacobinized.     This  is,  however,  a  thing  between  state  and  state.    If  we  manifestly  eo- 
impossible.     They  must  in  effect  and  sub-  deavour  to  destroy  the  balance,  especially  the     ^ 
stance  be  ours.    But  all  is  up<ni  that  false  maritime  and  commercial  balance,  both  in     ^ 
principle  of  distrust,  which,  not  confiding  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies,  (the  latter  their 
strength,  can  never  have  the  full  use  of  it.  wxce  and  vubierable  part,)  fix>m  fear  of  what     y 
They  that  pay,  and  feed,  and  equip,   must  France  may  do  fer  Spain  hereafter,  is  it  to  be 
directs    But  I  must  speak  plain  up<Hi  this  sub-  wondered,  that  Spain,  infinitely  weak^  than     i 
ject.     The  French  islands,  if  they  were  all  we  are,  (weaker  indeed  than  such  a  mass  of     S 
our  own,  ought  not  to  be  all  kept.    A  fair  empire  ever  was,)  ^ould  feel  the  same  fears     r 
partition  cmly  ought  to  be  made  of  those  terri-  from  our  uncontrolled  power,  that  we  give  way     | 
tories.     This  is  a  subject  of  policy  very  seri-  to  ourselves  from  a  supposed  resurrection  of  the     i 
ous,  whidi  has  many  relations  and  aspects,  ancient  power  of  France  under  a  monarchy? 
Just  here  I  only  hint  at  it  as  answering  an  ob-  It  signifies  nothing  whether  we  are  wrong  or 
jection,  whilst  I  state  the  mischievous  conse-  right  in  the  abstract ;  but  in  respect  to  our  re- 
quences  which  suffer  us  to  be  surprised  into  a  lation  to  Spain,  with  such  principles,  feilowed 
virtual  breach  (^  faith,  by  confounding  our  ally  up  in  practice,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  tfiat 
with  our  enemy,  because  they  boUi  belong  to  any  cordial  alliance  can  subsist  between  the 
the  same  geographical  territory.  two  nations.      If  Spain  goes,   Naples  wiQ 
My  clear  opinion  is,  that  Toulon  ought  to  speedily  fellow.    Prussia  is  quite  certain,  and 
\q  made,  what  we  set  out  with,  a  royal  Frendi  thinks  of  nothing  but  making  a  market  of  the 
city.    By  the  necessity  of  the  case,  it  must  be  present  confusions.    Italy  is  brdcen  and  divid- 
under  the  influence,  civil  and  military,  of  the  ed  ;  Switzerland  is  jacobinized,  I  am  afraid, 
allies.    But  the  only  way  of  keeping  that  jea-  completely.     I  have  long  seen  with  pain  the 
knis  and  discordant  mass  from  tearing  its  com-  progress  of  French  principles  in  that  country, 
ponent  parts  to  pieces,  and  hazarding  the  loss  Things  cannot  go  on  upon  the  present  bottom, 
of  the  whole,  is  to  put  the  place  into  the  nomi-  The  possession  of  Toulon,  which,  well  manag- 
nal  government  of  the  regent,  his  officers  being  ed,  might  be  of  the  greatest  advantage,  will  b» 
approved  by  us.     This,  I  say,  is  absolutely  the  greatest  misfertune  that  ever  happened  to 
necessary  for  a  poise  among  themselves.   Other-  this  nation.     The  more  we  multiply  troopa 
wise  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  Spaniards,  there,  the  more  we  shall  nmltiply  causes  and 
who  hold  that  place  with  us  in  a  sort  of  part-  means  of  quarrel  among  ourselves.     I  know  of 
nership  contrary  to  our  mutual  interest,  will  see  but  one  way  of  avoiding  it,  which  is  to  give  a 
usabsolute  masters  of  the  Mediterranean,  with  greater  degree  of  simplicity  to  oar  politics. 
Gibraltar  on  one  side,  and  Toulon  (hi  the  Our  situation  does  necessarily  render  them  a 
other,  with  a  quiet  and  composed  mind,  whilst  good  deal  involved.    And,  to  this  evil,  instead 
we  do  little  less  than  declare  that  we  are  to  of  increasing  it,  we  ought  to  apply  all  the  r»* 
take  the  whole  West  Indies  into  our  hands,  medies  in  our  power. 

leaving  the  vast,  unwieldy,  and  feeble  body  of  See  what  is,  in  that  place,  the  consequence 
the  Spanish  dominions  in  that  part  of  the  (to  say  nothing  of  every  other)  of  this  corn- 
world  absolutely  at  our  mercy,  without  any  plexity.  Toulon  has,  as  it  were,  two  gates, 
power  to  balance  us  in  the  smallest  degree  ?  an  English  and  a  Spanish.  The  English 
Nothing  is  so  fatal  to  a  nation  as  an  extreme  gate  is,  by  our  policy,  fest  barred  against  the 
o^Ml^Murtiality,  and  the  total  want  of  consider-  entrance  of  any  royalists.    The    Spaniudb 
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a,  I  fear,  upon  no  fixed  principle,  all  their  other  views.    The  French  rerolu- 

very  little  judgment.    By  means,  tion,  impious  at  once  and  fanatical,  had  no 

of  this  foolish,  mean,  and  jealous  other  plan  for  domestic  power  and  foreign 

mr  side,  all  the  royalists  whom  the  empire.     Look  at  all  the   proceedings  of  the 

igfat  select  as  most  practicable,  and  national  assembly  from  the  first  day  of  dedar- 

rvient  to  honest  views,  are  totally  ing  itself  such  in  the  year  1789,  to  this  very 

Of  those  admitted,  the  Spaniards  hour,  and  you  will  find  full  half  of  their  busi- 

3.     As  to  the  inhabitants,  they  are  ness  to  be  directly  on  this  subject.     In  &ct  it 

tcobins,  which  is  delivered  into  our  is  the  spirit  of  the  whole.     The  religious  sys- 

from  principle  but  fix)m  fear.     The  tem,  called  the  constitutional  church,  was  on 

I  of  Toulon  may  be  described  in  a  the  fiice  of  the  whde  proceeding  set  up  only 

It  is  d^ertum  nautis,  cauponibus  as  a  temporary  amusement  to  the   people, 

gTiM.     The  rest  of  the  seaports  are  and  so  C(Histantly  stated  in  all  their  convennH 

i  description.  ti(»is,  till  the  time  should  come,  when  they 

thing  which  I  cannot  account  for  might  with  safety  cast  off  the  very  appearance 

ling  for  the  bishop  of  Toulon,  and  of  all    religion    whatsoever,    and    persecute 

forbidding  his  entrance.     This  is  Christianity  throughout  Europe  with  fire  and 

contrary  to  the  dedaration,  as  it  is  sword.     The  omstitutional  clergy  are  not  the 

dee  of  the  allied  powers.     The  king  ministers  <^any  religion  :  they  are  the  agents 

did  better.     When  he  took  Ver-  and  instruments  of  this  horrible  conspiracy 

;ually  reinstated  the  bishop  and  his  against  all  morals.    It  was  from  a  sense  of 

iYhen  he  thought  he  should  be  the  this,   that  in  the  English    addition    to   the 

vhalons,  he  called  the  bishop  from  articles  proposed  at  St.  Domingo,  tolerating 

to  put  him  into  possession.     The  all  religions,  we  very  wisely  refused  to  suffer 

have  restored  the  clergy  wherever  that  kind  of  traitors  and  buffoons, 

ed  possessicHi.     We  have  proposed  This  religious  war  is  not  a  controversy  be- 

-eligion  as  well  as  monarchy ;  and  tween  sect  and  dect  as  formerly.  But  a  war 

we  have  restored  neither  the  one  against  all  sects  and  all  religioner.     The  ques- 

er.     It  is  very  likely  that  the  jaco>  tion  is  not  whether  you  are  to  overturn  the 

jlottes,  or  some  of  them,  objected  Catholic,  to  set  up  the  Protestant.     Such  an 

aisure,  who  rather  choose  to  have  idea  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  is  too 

Ic  bufibons  of  clergy  they  have  got  contemptible.     Our  business  is  to  leave  to  the 

th,  till  they  are  ready  to  come  for-  schools  the   discussion  of  the    controverted 

the  rest  of  their  worthy  brethren,  points,  abating  as  mudi  as  we  can  the  acri- 

id  other  places,  to  declare  that  they  mony   of  disputants  on  all  sides.    It  is  for 

imposters,  that  they  never  believed  Christian  statesmen,  as  the  world  is  now  cir- 

d  never  will  preach  any  sort  of  reli-  cumstanced,   to  secure  their  common  basis, 

'e  give  way  to  our  jacobins  in  this  and  not  to  risk  the  subversion  of  the  whole 

fiiDy  and  fairly  putting  the  govern-  fabric  by  pursuing  these  distinctions  with  an 

and  ecclesiastical,  not  in  the  king  ill-timed  zeal.     We  have  iA  the  present  grand 

to  whom,  as  the  protector  and  alliance,  all  modes  of  government  as  well  as  all 

uad  in  substance  the  head  of  the  modes  of  religion.     In  government,  we  mean 

.urch,  the  nomination  to  the  bishop-  to  restore  that    which,  notwithstanding  our 

ed,  and  who  made  the  bishop  of  diversity  of  forms,  we  are  all  agreed  in  as 

t  does  not  leave  it  with  him,  or  fundamental  in  government.     The  same  prin- 

hands  of  the  king  of  England,  or  ciple  ought  to  guide  us  ini  the  religious  part ; 
Spain ;  but  in  the  basest  jacobins  conforming  the  mode,  not  to  our  particular 
leaport,  to  exercise,  pro  tempore^  ideas  (for  in  that  point  we  have  no  ideas  in 
ipity.  If  this  point  of  religion  is  common),  but  to  what  will  best  promote  the 
up,  the  grand  instrument  for  re-  great  general  ends  of  the  alliance.  As  states- 
ranee  is  abandoned.  We  cannot,  men  we  are  to  see  which  of  those  modes  best 
I,  delude  ourselves  about  the  true  suits  with  the  interests  of  such  a  common- 
dreadful  contest.  It  19  a  religious  wealth  as  we  wish  to  secure  and  promote. 
Deludes  in  its  object  undoubtedly  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  the  Catholic 
interest  of  society  as  well  as  this;  religion,  which  is  fundamentally  the  religion 
the  principle  and  leading  feature,  of  France,  must  go  with  the  monarchy  of 
i  th^  destruction  of  religion  that  France ;  we  know  that  the  monarchy  did  not 
I  propofle  the  accomplisbnent  of  survive  the  hierarchy,  no  not  even  in  appear- 
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ance,  for  many  months ;  in  substaoce,  not  ibr  which  fat  some  lioM  have  pcwrmilad.    Rt|Ni^ 

m  single  hour.    As  little  can  it  exbt  in  future,  licanism  repressed  may  have  its  vme  in  Aif 

if  that  pillar  is  taken  awaj}  or  even  shattered  composition  of  a  stale.    Iniqpectifoa  may  bt 

and  impaired.  prat^icahle,  and  req;H«sibility  in  the  toaclMiS 

'  If  it  should  please  God  to  giro  to  the  allies  and  elders  nay  be  established  in  aiidb  pa 

the  means  of  restoring  peace  and  order  in  that  hierarchy  as  the  prediiyterian.    For  a  tiap 

focus  (^  war  and  confusion,  I  would,  as  I  said  like  ours,  it  is  a  great  point  gainad,  dad  people 

in  the  beginning  of  tUs  memorial,  first  replace  should  be  tau^  to  meet,  to  eombiae,  aad  1» 

the  whole  of  tl^  old  clergy :  because  we  have  be  classed  and  arrayed  in  some  other  way  Aii     | 

proof  more  than  sufficient,  that  whether  they  in  dubs  of  jacobins.    If  it  benot  thebest  aiodf     | 

err  or  not  in  the  scholastic  disputes  witi>  us,  of  protestantism  under  a  monardiy,  it  is  Mil     ■ 

the^  are  not  tainted  with  atheism,  the  great  an  ordeiiy  duistian  churdi,  orthodox  in  A|     } 

pohtical  evil  of  the  time.    I  hope  I  need  not  fundamentals,  and,  what  is  to  our  point,  caftf     ^ 

apologize  for  this  phrase,  as  if  I  thought  rdi-  ble  enough  of  rendering  men  uaefiil  dtizoH,     r 

gion  nothing  hut  policy ;  it  is  &r  from  my  It  was  the  impolitic  abc^tion  oftbeir  disdplria     ^ 

thoughts ;  and  I  hc^  it  is  not  to  be  iaferr^  which  exposed  them  to  the  wild  opinionB  vd     ^ 

firom  my  expressioos.    But  in  the  light  of  conduct,  that  have  prevailed  among  the  hugo-     f* 

policy  alone  I  am  here  considering  the  ques-  nots.    The  toleration  in  1787  was  owing  to     ^ 

tion.     I  speak  q€  policy  too  in  a  large  li^t;  the  good  dispositicm  of  the  late  king;  bitt  it     ^ 

in  which  large  light,  policy  too  is  a  sacred  wasmodifieicf  by  the  profligate  ^ly  of  his  afte-     {' 

thing.  istic  minister  the  Cardinal  deLomenie.   Tim     * 

There  are  many,  perhaps  half  a  million  or  mischievous  minister  did  not  fiiUow,  in  thff 

more,  calling  themselves  protestants,  in  the  edict  of  tderatioo,  ifae  wisdom  of  the  edict  d 

south  of  France,  and  in  other  of  the  provinces.  Nantz.    Hut  his  toleration  was  granted  H 

Some  raise  them  to  a  much  greater  mimber,  non-cathoUcs — a  dangerous  word,  yiAikik  vdo^ 

but  I  think  this  nearer  to  the  mark.    I  am  signify  any  thing,  and  was  but  too  e^iresslve 

sorry  to  say,  that  they  have  behaved  shock-  of  a  &tal  indiflference  with  regard  to  iJI  piety, 

ingly  since  the  veiy  beginning  of  this  rebellion,  I  speak  for  myself:  I  do  not  wish  any  man  H 

and  have  been  uniformly  concerned  in  its  worst  be  converted  Crom  his  sect.     The  distinctioaB 

and  most  atrocious  ads.    Their  dergy  are  which  we  have  reformed  from  animosity  to 

just  the  same  atheists  with  those  of  the  con-  emulation  may  be  even  usefld  ttf  the  cause  of 

stitutional  catholics ;  but  still  more  wicked  and  religion.    By  some  moderate  codtentiao  th^ 

daring.    Three  oftheir  number  have  met,  from  keep  alive  zeal.    Whereas  pe<^e  who  change, 

their  republican  associates,  the  reward  oftheir  except  under  strong  conviction  (a  thing  now 

crimes.  radier  rare)  the  religion  cf  their  early  prqa- 

As  the  ancient  catholic  religion  is  to  be  re-  dices,  especially  if  Ae  conversion  is  brou^ 

stored  for  the  body  of  France,  the  ancient  cal-  about  by  any  political  machine,  are  very  s^  to 

vinistic  religion  ought  to  be  restored  for  the  degenerate  into  indifference,  laxity,  and  often 

protestants  with  every  kind  of  protection  and  downright  atheism. 

privilege.    But  not  one  minister  concerned  Another  political  question  arises  about  llis     . 

in  this  rebellion  ought  to  be  suffered  among  mode  of  government  which  (Uight  to  be  eitf     j 

them.    If  they  have  not  dergy  of  their  own,  blished.    I  think  the  proclamation  (whidi  t 

men  well  recommended  as  untainted  with  jaoo-  read  before  I  had  proceeded  &r  in  this  memo* 

binism,  by  the  synods  of  those  places  where  rial)  puts  it  on  the  best  fbotins,  by  pos^toaiiig 

Calvinism  prevails  and    French    is  spoken,  that  arrangement  to  a  time  ofj>eace. 

ought  to  be  soil^.    Many  such  there  are.  When  our  pditics  lead  us  to  enterprise  a  grsit 

The  presbyterian  discipline  ought,  in  my  opi-  and  almost  total  pditical  revolutioD  in  Eompe, 

nion,  to  be  established  in  its  vigour,  and  ihe  we  oug'>t  to  look  seriously  into  the  cooseqnev 

people  professing  it  ought  to  be  bound  to  its  ces  of  what  we  afe  about  to  do.    Sooib  aoiA* 

maintenance.    No  man,  under  the  false  and  nent  persons  discover  an  apprehension  that  Ao 

hypocritical  pretence  of  liberty  of  conscience,  monarchy,  if  restored  in  France,  may  be  ro- 

ought  to  be  suffered  to  have  no  cmscienoer  at  stofsd  in  too  great  strength  fer  tiie  libartf  aal 

an.    The  king's  commissioner  ought  also  to  happiife^  ofme  natives,  and  for  tfietranquffitj 

sit  in  their  synods  as  before  the  revocation  of  of  other  statesr.-— They  are  tfierefbre  of  opiaiai 

the  edict  of  Nantz.    I  am  conscious,  tfiat  this  diat  terras  ought  to  be  made  fcr  the  rao£fiei^ 

discipline  disposes  men  to  republicanism :  but  tion  of  Aat  monardiy.    They  are  peraans  tna 

it  is  stin  a  discipline,  and  it  is  a  cure  (sudi  as  considerable  6^m  the  powers  of  their  and, 

St  is)  for  the  perverse  and  undisciplined  habits  and  from  their  situation,  aa  weA  wi  ^aok  fta 
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:t  I  hayeibr  them,  who  seem  to  enter-  Nttherkmdt,  But  without  herfrontier  FruM 

apfNT^rasicxis,  to  let  me  pass  them  camiot  secure  kerMe^,    Austria  has  been  ho«r« 

«d.  ever  secure  for  an  htmdred  years  in  those  rery 

le  power  of  France,  as  a  state,  and  Netherlands,  and  has  nerer  been  dispossessed 

erior  relati(His,  I  confess  my  fears  (^  them  by  the  chance  of  war,  without  a  mo- 

le  part  oi  its  extreme   reduction,  ral  certainty  of  receiving  them  again  on  the 

indoubtedly  something  in  the  vicini^  restoration  c€  peace.    Her  late  dangers  have 

I  which  makes  it  naturally  and  pro-  arisen  not  from  the  power  or  ambition  of  the 

>ject  <^our  watchfulness  and  jealousy  king  of  France.    They  arose  from  her  own  ill 

form  its  government  may  take.    But  p<4icy,  which  dismantled  all  her  towns,  and 

nee  is  great  between  a  plan  Sor  our  discontented  all  her  subjects  by  Jacobinical  inno- 

rity,  and  a  scheme  for  the  utter  de-  vations.    She  dismantles  her  own  towns,  and 

>f  France.    If  there  were  no  other  then  says,  Give  me  the  frontier  of  France.  But 

in  the  political  map  but  these  two,  I  let  us  depend  upon  it,  whatever  tends,  under 

:  policy  might  justify  a  wish  to  lower  the  name  of  security,  to  aggrandize  Austriai 

x>ur  to  a  standard  which  would  even  will  discontent  and  alarm  Prussia.    Sudi  a 

'  in  some  measure,  if  not  whdly,  our  length  <£  frontier  on  the  side  of  France, 

.  But  the  system  of  Europe  is  exten-  rated  fit>m  itself,  and  separated  from  the 

xtremely  complex.     However  formi-  of  the  Austrian  country,  will  be  weak,  unlesi 

( as  taken  in  this  one  relation,  France  connected  at  the  expense  of  the  dector  of  Bsf 

aUy  dreadful  to  all  other  states.    On  varia  (the  elector  Palatine)  and  other  lesser 

ry,  my  clear  opinion  is,  that  the  liber-  princes,  or  by  such  exchanges  as  will  again 

urope  cannot  possibly  be  preserved,  ccmvulse  the  empire. 

'  remaining  a  very  great  and  prepon-        Take  it  the  other  way,  and  let  us  supposd 

ower.  The  design  at  present  evident-  France  so  broken  in  spirit  as  to  be  contoit 

i  by  the  combined  potentates,  or  of  to  remain  naked  and  defencdess  by  sea  and  1^ 

^ho  lead,  is  totally  to  destroy  her  as  land — ^is  such  a  country  no  prey  ?    Have  other 

ower.    For  Great  Britain  resolves  nati(uis  no  views  ?    Is  Polsind  the  only  country 

thai!  have  no  colonies,  no  commerce,  of  which  it  is  worth  while  to  make  a  partition  ? 

uine.    Austria  means  to  take  away  We  cannot  be  so  childish  as  to  imagine,  that 

fifontier  from  the  borders  of  Switzer-  ambition  is  local,  and  that  no  others  can  be  in- 

hmkiik.    It  is  their  plan  also  to  ren-  fected  with  it  but  those  who  rule  within  cer- 

.terior  government  lax  and  feeble,  by  tain  parallels  of  latitude  and  longitude.    In 

ig  by  force  of  the  arms  ci  rival  aiul  this  way  I  hold  war  equally  certain.    But  I 

tations,  and  without  consulting   the  can  conceive  that  both  these  principles  may 

terests  of  the  kingdom,  such  arrange-  operate,  ambition  (m  the  part  of  Austria,  to 

in  the  actual  state  of  jacobinism  cut  more  and  more  from  France,  and  Freoch 

9|  and  the  unsettled  state  in  which  impatience  under  her  degraded  and  unsafe  ooo- 

nust  remain  for  a  long  time,  will  inevi-  dition.    In  such  a  contest  will  the  other  powen 

loee  such  distraction  and  debility  in  stand  by  ?    WiH  not  Prussia  call  for  indemnity 

nt,  as  to  reduce  it  to  nothing,  or  to  as  well  as  Austria  and  En^and  ?    Is  she  sa- 

lack  into  its  old  confusion.    One  can-  tisfied  with  her  gains  in  P(^and?    By  no 

ive  so  fri^tful  a  state  of  a  nation.    A  means.    Germany  must  pay ;  or  we  shall  in- 

ooontry,  without  a  marine,  and  with-  faUiUy  see  Prussia  leagued  with  France  and 

lerce ;  a  continental  country,  with-  Spain,  and  possibly  wiUi  other  powers,  for  the 

itier,  and  for  a  thousand  miles  sur-  reduction  of  Austria ;  and  such  may  be  the 

rith  powerful,  wailike,  and  ambitions  situation  of  things,  that  it  will  not  be  so  easy 

■s !  It  is  possible,  that  she  might  sub-  to  decide  what  part  England  may  take  in  such 

m  her  commerce  and  her  cdonies ;  a  contests 

ity  she  never  can  abandon.    If,  con-        I  am  well  aware  how  invidious  a  task  it  is 

1  ezpectaticms,  under  such  a  disgraced  to  oppose  any  thing  which  tends  to  the  appa- 

(OBt  government,  any  energy  should  rent  aggrandizement  of  our  own  country.    But 

I  tfiat  country,  she  will  m^e  every  I  thiiSc  no  countiy  can  be  aggrandized  whils 

saorerher  security,  which  wUl  involve  France  is  jacobinized.    This  post  removed,  it 

r  a  century  in  war  and  blood.    What  will  be  a  serious  question  how  for  her  further 

It  to  France  to  make  that  fi^ntier  ?  reduction  will  contribute  to  the  general  safety 

1  it  cost  to  recover  it  ?  Austria  thinks  which  I  always  consider  as  inchided.    Among 

mt  a  frontier  she  cannot  secure  the  precautions  against  ambition,  it  may  not  bo 
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tmm  to  take  one  {»ecaution  against  our  oton.  sufficiMidy  considered  idiat  is  the  present  mii 

I  must  fidily  say,  I  dread  our  own  power,  and  of  things.    Without  detailing  the  inventoiy  of 

our  own  ambition ;  I  dread  our  being  too  much  what  organs  of  govenunent  have  been  destrof- 

dreaded.    It  is  ridiculous  to  say  we  are  not  ed,  together  with  the  very  materials  of  wUck 

men ;  and  that,  as  men,  we  diall  never  wish  to  alone  they  can  be  reoomposed,  I  wish  it  to  be 

aggrandize  ourselves  in  some  way  or  ouer.  considered  what  an  c^rose  affair  the  whole 

Can  we  say,  that  even  at  this  very  hour  we  system  oftaxation  is  in  the  old  states  of  Eiuope. 

are  not  invidiously  aggrandized  ?    We  are  al-  It  is  such  as  never  could  be  made  but  in  a  long 

ready  in  possession  of  almost  all  the  commerce  course  of  years.    In  France,  all  taxes  are  iImh 

of  the  world.     Our  empire  in  India  is  an  awful  lished.     The  preset  powers  resort  to  the  ea^ 

thing.    If  we  should  come  to  be  in  a  ccHidition  tal ;  and  to  the  capital  in  kind.    But  a  savage 

not  only  to  have  all  this  ascendant  in  com-  undiscifJined  peo[de  suffer  a  ro66ery  widi  DHre 

merce,  but  to  be  absolutely  able,  without  the  patience  than  an  impost.    The  former  is  ii 

least  controul,  to  hold  the  commerce  of  all  other  iheir  habits  and  their  dispositions.    They  eoo- 

nations  totally  dependent  upon  our  good  plea-  aider  it  as  transient,  and  as  what,  in  their  tn^ 

sure,  we  may  say  that  we  shall  not  abuse  this  they  may  exercise.    But  the  terrours  of  the 

astonishing,  and  hitherto  unheard-of  power,  present  power  are  such  as  no  r^^ular  gomai^ 

But  every  other  nation  will  think  we  shall  ment  can  possibly  etagiay.    They  who  eater 

abuse  it.    It  is  impossible  but  that,  sooner  or  into  France  do  not  succeed  to  their  resooroes. 

later,  this  state  <^  things  must  produce  a  com-  They  have  not  a  system  to  reform,  but  a  sfi* 

bination  against  us  which  may  end  in  our  tem  to  begin.    The  whole  estate  of  gofsn* 

ruin.  ment  is  to  be  re-acquired. 

As  to  France,  I  must  observe  that  for  a  long  What  difficulties  this  will  meet  with  it  • 

time  she  has  been  stationary.    She  has,  during  country  exhausted  by  the  taking  of  die  capstd, 

this  whole  century,  obtained  &r  less  by  con-  and  among  a  pe<^le,  in  a  manner  new  prin- 

qoest  or  negotiation  than  any  of  the  three  great  cipled,  train^l,  and   actually  disciplined  la 

continental  powers.    Some  part  of  Lorraine  anarchy,  rebellion,  diswder,  imd  impiety,  umj 

excepted,  I  recollect  nothing  she  has  gained ;  be  conceived  by  those  who  know  what  jM^ 

no,  not  a  village.    In  truth,  this  Lorraine  ac-  bin  France  is,  and  who  may  hsvB  oaeapki 

quisiticm  does  little  more  than  secure  her  bar-  themselves  by  rev(4ving  in  dieir  tboo^Mi, 

rier.    In  effect  and  substance  it  was  her  own  what  they  were  to  do  if  it  foil  to  their  lot  t 

before.  re-establish  the  afiairsc^ France.    Whatsiqp< 

However  that  may  be,  I  C(nisider  these  port,  or  what  limitations  the  restored  ■» 

things  at  present  chiefly  in  one  point  of  view,  narchy  must  have,  may  be  a  doubt,  or  how  i 

as  obstructions  to  the  war  on  jacobinism,  which  will  pitch  and  settle  at  last :  but  one  thing  1 

must  stand  as  long  as  the  powers  think  its  conceive  to  be  for  beyond  a  doubt:  that  dM 

extirpation  but  a  aecondary  object,  and  think  settlement  cannot  be  immediate ;  but  that  i 

of  taking  advantage  under  the  name  of  in<2em-  must  be  preceded  by  scHne  sort  of  power 

mty  and  aeeurity  to  make  war  upon  the  whole  equal  at  least  in  vigour,  vigilance,  promptitadi 

nation  <^  France  royal,  and  jacobin,  for  the  and  decision  to  a  military  government.    Fo 

aggrandizement  of  the  aJlies  on  the  ordinary  such  a  preparatory  government,  no   sbw 

principles  of  interest,  as  if  no  jacobinism  paced,  methodical,  formal,  lawyer-like  wji^an 

existed  in  the  worid.  still  less  that  of  a  shewy,  superficial,  triflia| 

So  &r  is  France  from  being  formidable  to  its  intriguing  court,  guided  by  cabals  of  bufiea 

neighbours  for  its  domestic  strength,  that  I  con-  or  of  men  like  ladies;  least  of  all,  a  frfufe 

ceive  it  will  be  as  mudi  as  all  its  neighbours  sophic,  theoretic,  disputatious  school  of  lO 

can  do,  l^  a  steady  guarantee,  to  keep  that  j^istry.    None  of  theise  ever  wiU,  or  ever  OD 

monarchy  at  all  upon  its  basis.    It  will  be  their  lay  the  foundations  of  an  order  that  can  kfll 

business  to  nurse  France,  not  to  exhaust  it.  Whoever  claims  a  right  by  birlfa  to  gof«B 

France,  such  as  it  is,  is  indeed  hi^y  fiMmi-  there,  must  find  in  his  breast,  <«  muiA  oa^fW 

dable.    Not  fimnidable,  however,  as  a  great  up   in   it,  an   energy  not  to  be   expecifcrf 

republic;  but  as  the  most  dreadful  gang  of  n^  perhaps   not   always  to   be  wished   for,  ft 

hers  and  murderers  that  ever  was  embodied,  well    ordered    states.      The    lawful    prftw 

But  this  distempered  strength  of  France,  will  must  have,   in  every  thing  but  crime,  lb 

be  the  cause  of  proportionable  weakness  on  its  character  of  an   usurper.    He   is  gone,  I 

recovery.    Never  was  a  country  so  completely  he  imagines  himself  the  quiet  possessor  cfi 

ruined ;  and  daey  who  calculate  the  resurrec-  throne.    He  is  to  contend  for  it  as  much  lAa 

tkn  of  her  power  by  fonner  exan^ples  have  not  an  apparent  conquest  as  before.    Hi*  task  I 
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i;  Jm  nuutleaYo  posterity  toenjoy  and  by  himMlf  tnd  hii  brathren,  he  sari,  "  Who- 

t.    No  ydret  cuihioiw  for  him.    He  erer  succeeds  in  a  ciril  war,  wiU  be  cruel, 

always  (I  speak  neariy  to  the  letter)  But  here  the  emigrants  flying  to  rerenge  in 

dback.    This  opinion  is  the  result  of  the  cars  of  military  victory,  wiU  almost  insa- 

itient  thiiddng  on  die  sulcgect,  which  tiaUy  call  for  their  rictims  and  their  boo^ ; 

.▼e  no  event  is  likely  to  sHot.  and  a  body  of  emigrant  traitors  were  attending 

naUe  firiend  of  mine,  who  I  hope  will  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  duke  of  Brun^ 

these  affiurs  so  fiu"  as  they  fiJl  to  his  wick,  to  suggest  the  most  sanguinary  counsels." 

rith  great  ability,  asked  me  what  I  So  says  this  wicked  jacobin ;  but  so  cannot 

of  acts  of  general  indemnity  and  oUi-  say  the  king  of  Prussia  nor  the  duke  of  Bruns- 

I  a  means  of  setding  France,  and  wick,  who  never  did  receive  any  sanguinary 

ng  it  to  mtmarchy.    Before  I  venture  counsel ;  nor  did  the  king's  brothers,  or  that 

y  opinion  of  my  own  in  this  matter,  great  hodj  of  gendemen  who  attended  those 

diadaim  the  interference  of  foreign  princes,  commit  one  single  cruel  action,  or  hurt 

n  a  busiitess  that  properly  bekxigs  to  the  person  or  property  of  one  individual.    It 

rnment  which  we  have  declared  legal,  would  be  rif^t  to  quote  the  instance.    It  is 

vemment  is  likely  to  be  the  best  judge  like  the  military  luxury  attributed  to  those 

is  to  be  done  towards  the  security  of  unfortunate  sufferers  in  our  common  cause, 

jdom,  which  it  is  their  duty  and  their  If  these  princes  had  shewn  a  tyrannic  dispo- 

U>  provide  for  by  such  measures  of  sition,  it  would  be  much  to  be  lammted.    We 

ir  of  lenity,  as  at  the  time  they  riiould  have  no  others  to  govern  France.    If  we 

•  But  if  we  weaken  it,  not  only  by  screened  the  body  of  murderers  fipom  their  jus- 
f  limitations  o€  our  own,  but  preserve  tice,  we  diould  only  leave  the  innocent  in  fu- 
raons  in  it  as  are  diiposed  to  disturb  ture  to  the  mercy  of  men  of  fierce  and  sangui- 
«  peace,  as  diey  have  its  past,  I  do  nary  dispositions,  of  which,  in  spite  of  all  our 
IT  how  a  more  direct  declaration  can  intermeddling  in  their  constitution,  we  could 
I  of  a  dvi^KMition  to  perpetual  hostility  not  (Mrevent  the  effects.  But  as  we  have 
a  government.  The  persons  saved  much  more  reascm  to  fear  their  feeble  lenity 
justice  of  the  native  magistrate,  by  than  any  blameable  rigour,  we  ouf^t,  in  my 

uithority,  will  owe  nothing  to  his  de-  (pinion,  to  leave  the  matter  to  themselves. 

He  wiU,  and  must,  look  to  those  to  If,  however,  I  were  asked  to  give  an  advice 

B  is  indebted  for  the  power  he  has  of  merely  as  such-^ere  are  my  ideas.    I  am  not 

ng  it.    A  jacobin  fection,  constantly  for  a  total  indemnity,  nor  a  general  punishment. 

with    the   nourishment   of  foreign  And  first,  the  body  and  mass  of  the  people 

»,  win  be  k^t  alive.  never  ou^t  to  be  treated  as  criminals.    Tbey 

desire  of  securing  the  safety  of  the  may  becMne  an  object  of  more  or  less  constant 

I  tfie  yreaeat  scene  is  owing  to  mcMre  watchfidness  and  suq>icion,  as  their  preserve- 

■otives.    Ministers  have  been  made  tion  may  best  require,  but  they  can  never  be- 

dar  the  brothers  of  the  late  mercifid  come  an  object  of  punishment    Thisisoneof 

id  the  nobility  of  France,  who  have  the  few  fimdamental  and  unalterable  principles 

tfafid  to  their  hcmour  and  duty,  as  a  set  of  politics. 

raUe  and  remorseless  tyrants.    How  'to  punish  them  capitally  would  be  to  make 

OS  has  been  infiised  into  them,  I  can-  massacres.    Massacres  only  increase  the  fero- 

oitecOTtain.    lamsureit  isnotjusti-  city  of  men,  and  teach  them  to  re|ard  their  own 

any  thing  they  have  done.    Never  lives  and  those  of  others  as  of  little  value ; 

I  tiro  princes  guilty,  in  the  day  of  their  whereas  the  great  policy  of  government  is  to 

f-a  san^  hard  or  ill-natured  act.    No  teach  the  people  to  think  both  of  great  impofw 

iBoe  of  crudty  on  the  part  of  the  gen-  tance  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  the  state,  and 

wr  came  to  my  ears.    It  is  true  that  never  to  be  sacrificed  or  even  hazarded  to 

•fisJk  jacobins,  (the  natives  hate  not  gratify  their  passions,  or  for  any  thing  but  the 

of  it,)  as  an  excuse  for  their  infernal  duties  prescribed  by  the  rules  c^moruity,  and 

f  ■wder,have  so  represented  them.  It  under  die  direction  of  public  law  and  public 

I  principle,  that  die  massacres  in  die  audiority.    To  punish  them  with  lesser  penal- 

*  September,  1792,  were  justified  by  a  ties  would  be  to  debilitate  the  commonwealth, 
I  die  Morning  Cluronicle.  He  says,  and  make  the  nation  miserable,  which  it  is  the 
ihat  '*  the  wlrale  French  nation  is  to  business  of  government  to  render  h^ipy  and 
op  to  die  hands  c€  an  irritated  and  flourii^ing. 

nl  ooMease  c**— and  judging  of  others  As  to  crimes  too,  I  would  draw  a  strong  lis* 


184  REMARKS  ON  THE 

of  limitatioD.    For  no  one  offence,  politieally  tionary  tribunals,    Everf  Uuof  like  InapBg 

on  qffhuM  ofrthd&on,  by  council,  c<mtrivance,  men  in  muses,  and  of  formaog  tables  cf  piO" 

persuasion  or  compulsion,  for  none  properly  a  scription,  ought  to  be  avdidecU 
military  qffence  qfrd>dlion,  or  any  Uiing  done        In  all  these  paniriunents,  any  duagiridGk 

by  open  hostility  in  the  field,  should  any  man  can  be  atteged  in  mitigatiw  of  the  offiBaw 

at  idl  be  called  in  question ;   because  such  diould  be  fiudly  eonsidered.    Mengr  is  nsC  t 

seems  to  be  the  proper  and  natural  death  of  thing  q>poBed  to  justice.    It  is  an  eaotia] 

civil  dissensions.    The  offences  of  war  are  partofit;  as  necessary  in  criminal  casei,  is  is 

obliterated  by  peace.  civil  afikirs  equity  is  to  fatw.    It  is  only  fcr  tkt 

Another  class  will  of  course  be  included  in  jacobins  nerer  to  paidon.    They  have  aot 

the  indemnity,  namely,  all  those  who  by  their  daoB  it  in  a  single  instance,    A  ooaaeil  «f 

activity  in  restoring  lawful  government  diall  mercy  ought  therefore  to  be  appointed,  witli 

oUiterate  their  offences.     The  offence  {ure-  powers  to  report  on  each  case,  to  soAen  (ki 

Tiously  known,  the  acceptance  of  service  is  a  penal^,  or  emirsly  to  remit  it,  aceonliBg  to 

pardon  for  crimes.    I  fear  that  this  class  of  circunMtances. 
men  will  not  be  very  numerous.  With  these  precautions,  the  Tsry  fint  fiiaa- 

So  far  as  to  indemnity.    But  where  are  the  datioa  of  settlement  must  be  to  caU  to  a  HBct 

objects  of  justice,  and  of  example,  and  of  future  account  those  bloody  and  merciless  off«adfH» 

security  to  the  public  peace  ?    They  are  natu-  Without  it  govemroent  cannot  stand  a  j«v> 

rally  pointed  out,  not  by  their  having  outraged  People  little  connder  the  utter  impoasibiityrf 

political  and  civU  laws,  not  their  having  rebd-  getting  Ukmo  who,  having  emeiged  fissi  nrf 

led  against  the  state,  as  a  state,  but  by  their  low,  some  from  the  very  lowest  dasses,  of  M- 

having  rebelled  against  the  law  of  nature,  and  cietjr,  have  exercised  a  power  so  hig^  aal  widi 

outraged  man  as  man.    In  this  list,  all  the  re-  such  unrelenting  and  bloody  a  ngo,  qiM^  ^ 

gicides  in  general,  all  those  who  laid  sacrUo-  foil  back  into  their  old  ranks,  and  becoiishuH 

gious  hands  on  the  king,  who  without  any  ble,  peaceable,  laborious,  and  use&d  mssAwi 

tiling  in  their  own  rebellious  mission  to  the  of  society.    It  never  can  bo.    On  the  oikir 

convention  to  justify  them,  brought  him  to  his  hand  is  it  to  be  believed,  that  any  worthy  ■■^ 

trial  and  unanimously  voted  him  guihy ;  all  virtuous  subject,  restored  to  the  ruins  of  hii 

those  who  had  a  share  in  the  cruel  murder  of  house,  will  with  patience  see  tke  ookUiloodid 

the  queen,  and  the  detestable  proceedings  with  murderer  of  his  fother,  mother,  wife,  or  dHU" 

regard  to  the  young  king,  and  the  unhappy  ren,  or  perhaps  all  of  these  relationSi  (sadi 

princesses;   all  those  who   committed   oAA-  things  have  been,)  nose  him  in  his  own  viBafi) 

blooded  murder  any  where,  and  particularly  in  and  insult  him  with  die  ridhes  acquired  fi«v 

their  revolutionary  tribunals,  where  every  idea  the  plunder  (^his  goods,  ready  again  to  hesd  ft 

of  natural  justice  and  of  their  own  declared  jacd>in  foetion  to  attack  his  life  ?     He  is  ui- 

rights  q€  man,  have  been  trod  under  foot  with  worthy  erf*  the  name  of  man  who  wouUl  wttkti 

the  most  insolent  mockery ;  all  men  concMned  it.    It  is  miworthy  of  the  nuae  of  a  gosm*' 

in  the  burning  and  demolition  of  houses  or  ment,  which,  taking  jnstioe  out  of  the  privatf 

dinrches,  vrith  audacious  and  maiiced  acts  of  hand,  will  not  exercise  it  for  die  injured  by  ^ 

sacrilege  and  scorn  offered  to  religion  ;  in  ^e-  public  arm. 

neral,  all  the  leaders  <^  jacobin  clubs ; — not        I  know  it  sounds  plansible,  and  is  imSj 

one  of  these  riiould  escape  a  puniedmient  suita-  adopted  by  those  who  iMve  litde  tjmfultj  W0 

ble  to  die  nature,  quali^,  and  degree  of  dieir  die  sufferings  of  odiers,  to  wish  to  juadMe  th« 
offence,  by  a  steady  but  a  measured  justice.       "^  innocMit  and  guilty  into  one  mass,  by  a  gOM* 

In  the  first  place,  no  man  ought  to  be'subjeet  ral  indemnity.    This  cruel  indiffofenee 

to  any  penalty,  firom  the  highest  to  the  k>west,  fies  itself  with  die  name  of  huiAuiity. 
but  by  a  trial  according  to  the  course  of  hw,        It  is  extraordinary  that  as  the  ~ '  ' 

carried  on  with  all  that  caution  and  ddibera-  of  this  regicide  and  tyramious  feet 

lion  which  has  been  used  in  the  best  times  and  in  nundiier,  variety  and  atrocity^  the  desiss  it 

precedents  of  the  French  jurisprudence,  the  punishing  them  becomes  more  uid  mora  AdHtf 

criminal  law  ofwhidi  country,  foulty  to  be  sure  and  the  telk  of  an  indemnity  towttris  thettt 

in  some  particulars,  was  hi^y  laudable  and  every  day  stronger  and  stronger.    Onr  idstf 

tender  <i'the  lives  of  men.    In  restoring  order  of  justice  appear  to  be  foiity  oonqueicd  at 

and  justice,  every  thing  like  retaliation,  ought  overpowered  l^  guilt  when  it  is  grown  gigiB" 

to  be  religiously  avoided ;  and  an  example  tic.    It  is  not  the  point  of  view  in  wtiSk  WS 

ou^t  to  bo  set  of  a  total  ali«uition  fi^nn  the  are  in  die  habit  of  viewing  guUt.    Thaoil* 

jacobin  proceedings  in  their  aocuned  revoki-  we  every  day  pnmsh  are  realy  befew  the  pe* 
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I  ii^ict.    The  crimiiiala  are  obacure  ing  power,  then  in  a  manner  the  nation,  in  ti' 

.    This  ii  die  view  in  which  we  see  feet  granted  an  indenmi^  to  him.    The  idea 

crimes  and  criminals.     But  vdien  of  a  preceding  rebellion  was  not  at  all  admitted 

sen,  thou^  but  for  a  time,  to  be  in  that  convention  and  that  parliament.    The 

with  the  arms  and  to  be  invested  regicides  were  a  common  enemy,  and  as  such 

robes  of  power,  it  seems  to  assume  given  up. 

itore,  and  to  get,  as  it  were,  out  of  Among  the  ornaments  of  their  place  which 
iction.  This  I  fear  is  the  case  with  eminently  distinguish  them,  few  people  are 
tat  there  is  another  cause  fuU  as  pow-  better  acquainted  with  the  history  of  their  ovm 
rds  this  security  to  mormous  guilt,  country  than  the  illustrious  princes  now  in 
i  whidi  possesses  peofJe  who  have  exile ;  but  I  caution  them  not  to  be  led  into 
ined  power,  to  enjoy  it  at  their  ease,  errour  by  that  which  has  been  supposed  to  be 
lumanity,  but  laziness  and  inertness  the  guide  of  life.  I  would  give  the  same  cau- 
hidi  produces  the  desire  of  this  kind  tion  to  all  princes.  Not  ti^t  I  derogate  fixxn 
ity.  This  description  o£  men  love  the  use  of  history.  It  is  a  great  improver  of 
tid  Aott  methods.  If  they  punish^  the  understanding,  by  shewing  both  men  and 
e  a  promiscuous  massacre ;  if  they  affairs  in  a  great  variety  (/views.  From  this 
sy  make  a  general  act  of  oblivion,  source  much  political  wisdom  may  be  learned ; 
want  of  disposition  to  proceed  labori-  that  is,  may  be  learned  as  habit,  not  as  pre- 
luding to  the  cases,  and  according  to  cept ;  and  as  an  exercise  to  strengthen  the 
and  principles  of  justice  on  each  mind,  as  furnishing  materials  to  enlarge  and 
ant  of  disposition  to  assort  criminals,  enrich  it,  not  as  a  repertory  of  cases  aiKl  pre- 
niaate  the  degrees  and  modes  of  cedents  for  a  lawyer :  if  it  were,  a  thousand 
eparate  aocom^ces  fixMn  principals,  times  better  would  it  be  that  a  statesman  had 
om  followers,  seducers  from  the  se-  never  learned  to  read  vellem  neBcirent  literas, 
d  then,  by  following  the  same  prin-  This  method  turns  their  understanding  from 
he  same  detail,  to  class  punishments,  the  object  before  them,  and  from  the  present 
them  to  the  nature  and  kind  of  the  exigencies  of  the  world,  to  comparisons  with 
i^.  Ifthatwerecoice  attempted,  we  former  times,  of  which,  afler  all,  wo  can  know 
m  see  that  the  task  was  neiUier  infi-  very  little  and  very  imperfectly ;  and  our  guides, 
the  executicm  cruel.  There  would  the  historians,  who  are  to  give  us  their  true 
but  for  the  number  of  criminals,  and  interpretation,  are  oflen  prejudiced,  often  igno- 
of  France,  not  many.  There  would  rant,  often  fonder  of  system  than  of  truth. 
if  transportation ;  cases  o[  labour  to  Whereas  if  a  man  with  reasonable  good  parts 
hat  has  been  wickedly  destroyed ;  and  natural  sagaci^,  and  not  in  the  leading- 
oprisenroent,  and  cases  of  mere  exile,  strings  of  any  master,  will  look  steadily  on  the 
is  as  it  may,  I  am  sure  that  if  justice  business  before  him,  without  being  diverted  by 
e  Ihwe,  there  can  be  neither  peace  retrospect  and  con^rison,  he  may  be  capabli) 
}  there,  nor  in  any  part  of  Europe.  of  forming  a  reasonable  good  judgment  of  what 
is  resorted  to  for  other  acts  of  in-  is  to  be  done.  There  are  some  fundamental 
a  other  times.  The  princes  are  de->  points  in  which  nature  never  changes — ^but 
ok  bade  to  Henry  the  Fourth.  We  they  are  few  and  obvious,  and  bekng  rather  to 
d  to  look  to  the  restoration  of  king  morals  than  to  politics.  But  so  far  as  regards 
These  things,  in  my  opinion,  have  political  matter,  the  human  mind  and  human 
Imee  whatsoever.  They  were  cases  affairs  are  susceptiUe  of  infinite  modifications, 
w;  in  France  more  ferocious,  in  and  of  combinations  whdly  new  and  unlocked 
more  moderato  than  common.  In  for.  Very  few,  for  instance,  could  have  ima- 
imtiy  were  the  orders  of  socie^  sub*  gined  that  property,  which  has  been  taken  for 
•Kgion  and  morality  destroyed  on  natural  dominion,  should,  through  the  whole  of 
or  proper^  totally  annihilated.  In  a  vast  kingdom,  lose  aU  its  importance  and 
Ifae  government  of  Cromwell  was  to  even  its  inifluence.  This  is  what  history  or 
Mewhat  rigid,  but  for  a  new  power,  books  of  speculation  could  hardly  have  taught 
tjnranny.  The  coimtry  was  nearly  us.  How  many  could  have  thought,  that  Uie 
his  hands  as  in  diose  df  Charles  the  most  complete  and  formidable  revolution  in  a 
nd  in  soma  points  much  better.  The  great  empire  should  be  made  by  men  of  letieis, 
sneral  had  their  course,  and  were  ad-  not  as  subordinate  instruments  and  trunqpetors 
dministered.  The  kiing  did  not  in  of  sedition,  but  as  the'  diief  c<»itriver8  and 
lilt  an  act  of  indenmity ;  the  prevait-  managers,  and  in  a  sKiort  time  as  the  (^len 
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U  the  canes  MT  be  M»- 
to  aMfBitaM.     Yfrj 

Bat  tkeaetlni^luiloiy 
books  cfyshtka  (as  I  hate  abHf 
to  Me  very     said)  did  aot  teach  bkb  to  firesee,  ad  tf 
ifir    coarse  to  icaisL    Now  that  liwj  are  ao kif> 
cr  a  Maltn  of  sagacity,  bat  of  m|iiiiif!»s  «f 
I  befiere  very  few  wete  able  toeator  into  die     receat  ezperieaee,  of  oar  oara  eumkars,  it 
of  aKreCwrm,  as  a  priaople  aot  oaly     aaald  be  oafBilifiabhi  tDgobacktalhtwcadi 
aapportofpaNvcriagiveahaBdiorfivBB,     of  oAerti— es,  to  ImiIumI  asto— ytHat 
bat  la  those  ihiapiawhaeh  the  aoaadestpoli-    they  aefvr  caafaled  as  to  l 
tied  nscdbtofs  are  of  I 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VATTELL'S  LAW  OP  NATIONS. 

[m  rnxxs,  aitd  hotxi ,  Ams  bt  mm.  bukks,  KzcK^rnro  sircH  or  thb  vont  Af 

AKK  Hsma  DnnirouTSRmu.] 

CASES  OF  INTERFERENCE  WITH  to  amite  off  Eunpt  agmuiUm;  and  itwai 

INDEPENDENT  POWERS.  from  just  reasons  that  Henry  the  Great ibnaad 

.  ,.  tfw  desiai  of haniblinf  a  power,.^yrandaUete 

BOO.  n.  CHAP.  IT.  §  6S.  Unf^^andperMmMUf  iuiim^ 

Ir  then  there  is  any  where  a  nation  of  a  reif-  §70.    Let  os  apply  to  1^ai^ast,whi^wt 

Um  and  mige/devout  disposition,  always  ready  hare  said  above  (§  5S,)  of  a  miachieroas^  or 

to  injvre  othert,  to  traoene  their  dengru,  and  maleficent  nation.    If  there  be  any  that  nakei 

to  roue  donuttie  trouUet,^  it  is  not  to  be  an  open  profession  of  trampUng  juaOeo  aachr 

doabted  that  all  bare  a  right  to  jom  in  order  to  foot,  of  deapiaing  and  viJatimg  tfte  right  ^ 

re]fre$$f  ehaetiBtf  and  put  it  ever  after  out  of  others,^  whenerer  it  finds  an  opportmiity,  Ikt 

iU  power  to  injure  them.    Such  should  be  the  interest  of  human  aodetf  wM  amAoriu  flff 

Jufft  finite  of  the  policy  which  Machiarel  others  to  vnife,  in  order  to  hmmhie  and  ehaaOtt 

Kises  in  Cassar  Borgia.    The  conduct  ibi-  it.    We  do  not  here  Ibrget  the  nwrhn  estah- 

edbjr  Philip  n.  king  of  Spain,  iMMOfiapled  lished  in  our  preliminariea^  that  it  does  not 

*  0mut   ft.             «  »            «          ...  belong  to  nations  to  usurp  flie  power  of  beins 

•  This  fi  the  ease  of  Franoe^Semonyille  at  r        tr'            •^•"s 

Twin— Jacobin  clubs— Llegois  meetioff— Fie-  •  mt.^  «       u      i_     i  j 

Mkh    meetinf— Lafkjstte'i    answers-Cloot's  hu^i      '^'•"5»  Mknowledffe  no  power  not 

•mbassf— Ar^n.  directly  emanating  from  the  people. 


POLICY  OF  THE  ALLIES.  187 

i|ld|N  ti  Mbck  other.  In  particular  cases,  rtvoUfo?io  actuaUy  obey  thrir  tovereigti^  (hough 
Uli  19  the  least  doubt,  it  ought  to  be  sup*  they  complain  qfhie  government. 
posed,  that  each  <£  the  parties  may  have  some  Tho  practice  of  nations  is  coofbrmaUe  to  our 
fi|^{  and  the  ii^ustice  of  that  which  has  c<»n-  maxims.  When  the  German  protcstants  came 
Bnttod  the  injury,  may  proceed  from  an  error,  to  the  assistance  (^the  reformed  in  France,  the 
and  not  from  a  general  c<nitempt  of  justice,  court  never  undertone  to  treat  them  otherwise 
But  tff  by  cotutant  mammej  and  by  a  con'  than  as  common  enemies,  and  according  to  the 
limied  eondMOty  one  nation  shews,  that  it  has  laws  of  war.  France  at  the  same  time  assist- 
evidently  this  pernicious  disposition,  and  that  ed  the  Netherlands,  which  took  up  arms  against 
it  eoosiders  no  right  as  sacred,  the  safety  of  Spain,  and  did  not  pretend  that  her  troops 
the  human  race  requires  that  it  should  be  sup*  should  be  considered  upon  any  other  footing 
pressed.  To  form  and  support  an  unjust  pre-  than  as  auxiliaries  in  a  regular  war.  But  no 
tension,  is  to  do  an  injury  not  only  to  him  who  power  avoidt  complaining  of  an  atrotioue  in^ 
is  iedenetied  m  <At«  preUnaiony  bttt  to  mock  at  jury,  if  any  one  aUempte  by  hie  emieeariu  to 
juetiee  m  general^  and  to  injure  aU  naiione,  excite  Me  eubjecte  to  revolt. 

§  66.    If  the  prince,  attacking  the  funda-  As  to  those  monsters  who,  under  the  title  of 

nsntal  laws,  gives  his  subjects  a  legal  right  to  sovereigns,  render  themselves  the  scourges  and 

rastithim;  if  granny,  6econun^  >nsuf>porfa&/e,  horrour  of  the  human  race  ;  these  are  savage 

oWges  the  nation  to  rise  in  their  defence  ;  beasts,  from  which  every  brave  man  may  justly 

cnravy  foreign  power  has  a  ri^t  to  succour  an  purge  the  earth.    All  antiqui^  has  praised 

oppressed  people  who  im^Jore  their  assistance.  Hercules  for  delivering  the  world  from  an 

The  Englidi  justly  complained  of  James  the  Antxeus,  a  Busiris,  and  a  Diomedes. 

Seoond.    The  neiiUty,  and  the  meet  dietin-  Book  4.  Chap.  2.  §  14.    After  stating,  that 

guuiied  patrioUf  resolved  to  put  a  check  on  nations  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  domestic 

his  entwprises,  which  manifestly  tended  to  concerns,  he  proceed»— "  But  this  rule  does 

orerthrow  the  C(»istitution,  and  to  destroy  the  not  preclude  them  from  espousing  the  quarrel 

liberties  and  the  religion  of  the  peo{de ;  and  of  a  dethroned  king,  and  assisting  him,  if  he 

Ouf^e  applied  for  aeeietanee  to  the  United  appears  to  have  justice  on  his  side.    They 

Pmineee.    The  authority  of  the  prince  of  then  declare  themselves  enemies  to  the  nation 

Orange  had,  doubtless,  an  influence  on  the  de-  who  has  acknowledged  his  rival,  as  when  two 

liberations  of  the  states-general ;  but  it  did  not  deferent  natione  are  at  war  they  are  at  liberty 

sake  them  commit  injustice ;  for  when  a  peo-  to  assist  those  whose  quarrel  they  think  has  the 

pie,  fiom  good  reasons,  take  up  arms  against  fairest  appearance." 

u  oppressor,  juetiee  and  generoaiy  require, 

that  brave  men  ehould  be  aeeieted  in  the  de-  CASES  OF  ALLIANCES.  _ 
face  ofAeUr  hbertiee.    Whenever,  therefore,  book  ii.  chap.  xii.  §  196. 
•civil  war  is  kindled  in  a  state,  foreign^wers  j^  jg  ^j^^  ^  ^y^^  afliance  subsists  with  the 
nay  assist  that  party  which  appears  to  them  to  j^j^      ^j  ^^  ^^y^  famUy,  when  by  some 
h«Tc  justice  on  their  side.    He  who  aeeiete  an  evolution  they  are  deprived  of  their  crown  7 
oduue  tyrant ;  he  who  dedaree  for  aw  uk-  y^^  ^^^^  lately  remarked,  (§  194,)  that  a  perw 
tun  AW>    *i:bislmou8    people, ^cnds  g^„jj  alliance  expires  with  the  reign  of  him 
Heina  hie  duty.    When  the  bands  of  the  po-  ^^^  contracted  it :  but  that  is  to  be  understood 
bdeal  society  are  broken,  or  at  least  suspended  ^^  alliance  with  the  state,  limited  as  to  its 
between  the  sovereign  and  his  people,  they  duration,  to  the  reign  of  the  contracting  king, 
nay  then  be  considered  as  two  di^mct  pow-  ^his,  of  which  we  are  here  speaking,  is  of 
•n;  and  since  each  is  indcp«ident  of  an  foreign  another  nature.    For  though  it  binds  the  sUte, 
Mlhority,  nobody  has  a  right  to  judge  them.  ^^^  j^  jg  ^0^^  ^y  ^  ^^      yj^  ^^^  ^  j,g 
Eitber  may  be  m  the  right ;  and  each  of  those  govereign,  it  is  made  directly  in  lavour  of  the 
who  grant  their  assistance  may  believe  that  ^j^  ^^  his  &mily ;  it  wouW  therefore  be  ab- 
be supports  a  good  cause.    It  foflows  then,  ^^  g,,  j^  ,^,  terminate  at  the  moment  when 
m  virtue  of  the  voluntary  laws  erf"  nations,  (see  ^^y  j^^^  „^^  ^y  ,-^^  and  at  an  event  againet 
PtoUm.  §  21)  that  the  two  parties  may  act  as  ^j^^  ^  ^^  „j^^     Besides,  the  king  does 
knring  an  equal  nght,  and  behave  accordmgly  ^^j  ^oafi  his  quality  merely  by  the  k)ss  of  his 
til  the  decision  of  the  affair.  kingdom.     If  he  ie  etripped  of  it  unjutOy  by 
But  we  ought  not  to  abuse  this  maxim  for  „„  ueurper,    or  by  rebeU,  he  preeervee  At» 
inthorizing  odious  proceedings  against   the  ri^^,  in  <^  numfcero/ioWc*  ore  his  alliances.* 
tranquillity  of  states.    It  is  a  violation  of  the 
kws  of  natiixn  to  peretiade  thoee  eubjecte  to  *  By  the  seventh  Anfcle  of  the  treaty  of  Tbi* 
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But  who  fhall  judg«,  if  the  king  be  dethron-        In  Aort,  wfaeo  the  foreign  prinee  his  &i4- 

ed  lawfully  or  by  vidence  ?    An  independent  fully  fulfilled    his  engagements   towaids  m 

nation  admowledges  no  judge.    If  the  body  of  unfortunate  monarch,  when  he  has  done  iahji 

the  nation  declares  the  king  deprived  of  his  defoice,  or  to  procure  his  reaCoratian,  tl  hi 

rights  by  the  abuse  he  has  made  of  them,  and  was  obliged  to  perform  in  Tirtue  ef  tliealiaBm; 

deposes  him,  it  may  justly  do  it  tohen  Us  grie-  if  his  efforts  are  ineffectual,  tibe  deChnad 

vancet  are  well  founded^  and  no  other  power  prince  cannot  require  him  to  sopportanflniM 

has  a  right  to  censure  it.     The  personal  ally  war  in  his  farour,  or  expect  that  he  will  «l» 

at  this  king,  ought  not  then  to  assist  him  nally  remain  the  enen^ofthenatioii,  orofAa 

against  the  nation  that  has  made  use  of  its  sovereign  who  has  deprived  him  cf  ^  drnne. 

right  in  deposing  him :  if  he  attempts  it,  he  He  must  tiiink  of  peace,  abandon  the  sHy,  lal 

injures  that  nation.     England  declared  war  C(Misider  him  as  having  himself  abandoned  hia 

against  Louis  XI V.  in  the  year  1688,  for  sup-  right,  through  necessity.     Thus  Louis  XIV. 

porting  the  interest  of  James  the  Second,  who  was  obliged  to  abandon  James  the  Seeoad, 

was  deposed  in  form  by  the  nation.     The  same  and  to  acknowledge  king  William,  thm^  its 

country  declared  war  against  him  a  second  had  at  first  treated  him  as  an  usmrper. 
time,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.        The  same  question  presents  itself  ia  red 

becau'ie  that  prince  acknowledged  the  son  of  the  alliances,  and  in  general,  in  all  aOianoes  ntM 

deposed  James,  under  the  name  (^  James  the  with  the  state,  and  not  in  particular  withakiig 

Third.     In  doubtful  cases,  and  when  the  body  for  the  defence  of  his  person.    An  ally  on^ 

of  the  nation  has  not  pronounced  or  has  not  doubtless,  to  be  defended  against  every  iara* 

PROJfocrifCED  FHEELT,  a  Sovereign  may  natu-  sicm,  against  every  foreign  vi(4ence,  imi  cms 

rally  support  and  defend  an  ally,  uid  it  is  then  against  his  rebellious  subjects  ;  in  the  sum 

that  the  voluntary  laws  of  nations  subsists  be-  manner  a  republic  ought  to  be  defended  agakut 

tween  different  states.     The  party  that  has  the  enterprises  of  one  who  attempts  to  destn^ 

driven  out  the  king,  pretends  to  have  right  on  the  public  liberty.    But  it  ought  to  be  ranen- 

its  side :  this  unhappy  king  and  his  ally,  flatter  bered,  that  an  ally  of  the  state,  or  the  nation, 

themselves  with  having  the  same  advantage,  is  not  its  judge.    If  the  nation  has  deposed  its 

and  as  they  have  no  common  judge  upon  earth,  king  in  form ;  if  the  people  of  a  republic  have 

they  have  no  other  method  to  take  but  to  apply  driven  out  their  magistrates  and  set  diemselvef 

to  arms  to  terminate  the  dispute ;  they  there-  at  liberty,  or  acknowledged  the  authority  of  an 

fore  engage  in  a  formal  war.  usurper,  eidier  escpressly  or  tacitly ;  to  oppose 

PLB  Allianob,  between  France,  England,  and  ^««?  domestic  regulations  by  (Ksputing  tb«r 

Holland,  signed  at  the  Hague,  in  the  year  1717,  justice  or  validity,  would  be  to  mterfere  mOe 

It  is  stipulated,  "  that  irthe  kin^loms,  countries,  government  of  the  nation,  and  to  do  it  an  in- 

or  provinces,  of  any  of  the  allies,  are  disturbed  jury,  (see  5  64,  and  following  of  this  book), 

by  intestine  quarrels,  or  by  rebellions,  on  tic-  Jpul  «ii„  ^i»«:„'  ♦u««n««r#i^  <rf«>.  .>^— :«iL 

count  of  the  said  s^lccessions,  [the  protectant  The  ally  remains  the  afly  of  the  state,  notwidi- 

succession  to  the  throne  ofOreat  Britain,  and  the  standing  the  change  that  has  happened  m  it 

succession  to  the  throne  of  France,  as  settled  by  However ^  when  this  change  renders  ihs  ofli- 

the  treaty  Utrecht,]  or  under  any  other  pretest  ance  useless,  dangerous  or  disagreeable,  U  may 

whatever  J  the  ally  thus  in  trouble  shall  have  full  ^^^,^^^ ;,  .  /v,  S  ^»^,  •/».  •m^  »  ««^  rZZ 

right  to  demand  of  his  allies  the  succours  above-  »f»f«««« »  •  f^  »^  ^  «J^» «!»«  «  gvodfenm^ 

mentioned ;"  that  Id  to  say,  the  same  succours  as  datum,  that  it  would  not  have  entered  into  an 

In  the  case  of  an  invasion  from  any  foreign  pow-  alliance  with  that  nation,  had  it  been  under  Ae 

Wrl^J?l^^i?^}Z^  r*'  ^  ^7,««A  u**  ^^  present  form  of  government. 

Franco  or  England,  and  4090  foot  and  1000  horse         t«r  l  l.        u  -j 

by  the  States  General.  We  may  say  here,  what  we  have  said  00  a 

By  the  fourth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  QuAn-  pers(xial  alliance :  however  just  the  cause  of 

RtrpLB  Allianob,  between  England,    France,  that  king  may  be,    who  is  driven  fiom  the 

Holland,  and  the  Emperour  of  Germany,  signed  throne   either  hv  hia  siibiertfl  or  hv  &  fimnm 

In  the  year  1718,  the  contracting  powers  »  pro-  '"™*®»  ^^V^^'  „7  ^^^  8»i»iects  or  by  a  foreign 

ml*e  and  oblige  themselves  th^  they  will  and  "s^rper ;  his  allies  are  not  obliged  to  support 

ou^ht  to  maintain,  guarantee,  and  defend  the  on  eternal  war  in  his  favour.    After  having 

right  and  succession  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  made  ineffectual  efforts  to  restore  him,  they 

arcordmg  to  the  tenour  of  the  urcaties  made  at  „„,♦  -♦  lefurth  <nv«  nMr^  »a  A^ir  nAAnll  *wA 

Utrecht  the  llth  day  of  April,  1713:  and  this  ""^^  ^^  *®"S«»  P^e  peace  to  tticu:  people,  and 

they  shall  perlbrm  against  aU  persons  what-  *^"®  ^  ^  accommodation  with  the  usurper, 

soever  who  may  presume  to  disturb  the  order  and  for  that  purpose  treat  with  him  as  witfi  a 

of  the  said  succession,  in  contradiction  to  the  lawful  sovereign.    Louis  XIV.  exhausted  bv 

prenotts  acts  and  treaUes  subsequent  thereon.»»  -  Woodv  and  iin<iiii*rA«fli1  war  nir«M.l  ot  nJ 

The  above  treaties  have  been  revived  and  f  W«Myw»dunsucceretul  war,  offered  at  Ger- 

eoafirmed  by  every  subsequent  treaty  of  peace  truydenburgh  to  abandon  his  grandson,  whom 

between  Great  Britain  anu  France.— Edit  he  had  olaced  on  the  throne  of  Spain;  and 
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'■fidn  htd  diBBgtd  thtir  appevance,  Maactiem  pkoai,  a  cuitom  ha!  be«  aubiti- 

OImAm  of  Aoatria,  the  rival  of  Flulip,  saw  toted  more  humane  and  more  advantageoas  to 

Unrinif^  in  Ida  torn,  abandooed  bj  hia  aUiea.  the  lOFereign  makiiigwar ;  I  meaatfaatof  ood> 

Tbey  grew  weary  of  ezhauatmg  their  ttates,  tributi(m8.    Whoever  carries  on  a  juat  war,* 

in  order  to  give  him  the  poflsoesicm  of  a  crown,  has  a  right  of  making  the  enemy^t  country  eet^ 

wfaidi  thej  believed  to  be  his  due,  but  M^di,  tribute  to  ^  mpport  of  the  army,  and  towardt 

to  al  appearance,  thej  dioold  never  be  able  to  d^ayingaUthechargeaoftkevjar,    Thus  he 

procure  for  him.  obtains  a  part  of  what  is  due  to  him,  and  tho 

subjects  of  the  enemy,  on  submitting  to  thia 

DANGEROUS  POWER.  imposition,  are  secured  from  pillage,  and  tho 

BOOK  m.  CHAP.  III.  §  45.  country  is  preserved :  but  a  general  who  would 

It  is  still  easier  to  prove,  that  should  thia  ^^  ^"^  ^"  reputation,  is  to  moderate  hia 

fbmiidable  power  betray  any  unjust  and  ambi-  contributions,  and  proportion  them  to  those  oo 

tiouB  dispositioos,  by  doing  the  least  injustice  ^^^°^  *®y  ^^  imposed.    An  excess  in  thia 

to  aoodier,  every  nation  may  avail  themselves  ?omi,  ia  not  without  the  reproach  of  cruder 

of  the  occasion,  and  join  their  forces  to  those  of  ^  mhunwnity :  if  it  shews  less  ferocity  tinn 

fte  par^  injured,  in  oider  to  reduce  that  >*▼•«»  ««*  destruction,  it  glares  with  avance. 

ubitioos  power,  and  disable  it  from  so  easily  ASYLUM. 

otmssKQg  its  neighbours,  w  keeping  them  in  c  »«•  ^ 

SSmd  awe  alj  fear.    For  an  i^uiy  gives  "^^'^  '•  ^=^'*-  ™-  *  ^' 

loatioa  a  ri|^  to  provide  ibr  its  future  safety,  ^  ^  ^il®  or  banished  man  is  driven  fifom 

bytaking  away  from  the  violator  the  means  of  li»  country  for  any  crime,  it  does  not  belong  to 

oppression.    It  is  lawful,  and  even  praise-wor-  ^®  nation  in  which  he  has  taken  refuge  to 

tfajr,  to  assist  those  who  are  oppressed,  or  punish  him  for  a  fault  committed  in  a  fbreign 

01^08%  attacked.  country.    For  nature  gives  to  mankind  not  to 

nations  the  right  of  punishing  only  for  their 

SYSTEM  OF  EUROPE.  defence  and  safety ;  whence  it  foUows  that  ho 

§47.  Europe  forms  a  poUtical  system,  a  "^  "^^  ^^"^  ^^  ^^^  ""^^  ^"^  ^ 

body,  where  the  whole  is  connected  by  the  re-  ^  t\ao'  «  *  *u«                 u          *u  *  •/•  *v 

hti^  and  different  intereM  of  nati<L  Inha-  5  SSS.But  U...  reason^  .hews,  that  rf  d>. 


--,  dii.  part  of  the  worid.    It  is  not,  w  jushce  of  «.ch  naUon  ou^  m  genenJ  to  b. 

tSUj,  a^«fi»ed  heap  ofdet«ied  pieUs,  confined  to  the  pumdiment  of  crime,  oonmatted 

«l  in  the  &le  rfXn,  and  addon  reganled  *T^'^,"f  L**  "^X  •"'   ^       ^ 

tiunim  wfa'<^  d'd    ot  *    med*  tel       lat   tn  't  ^^"^^  habitual  frequency  of  their  crimes,  violate 

tS^dnual  'attoition  of  sorerei,^  t^  wjit  *"  P"?**'!^!^"^'^'  "**  *^  themselves  the 

•        ^,              ...           ^    ^        -jt          _r  enemies  ofthe  human  race.    Poisoners,  assaa- 

B  „  the  ^t,  thecoMtant  rmdence  of  j^           i,H!endiaries  by  pr<*«iion,  iay  b. 

^^".'Sfftr^f^^^Sft^:!!!^^  exterminated  wherever  iey  «e  sei«d ;  for 

*«*,  Oough  wd^wmfen*,  «mfe,  through  the  '  ^     ^^^  the  foundations  of  the  ^ommca 

mofeammmitiUereitfformgmamtenaneeqf     *^yf      ^,        ._. u-^..«k*  ♦«♦!»- «;w_ 

>^a»dWmtg.    H^^  aro«>  that  fiun<l  ^"T  J'^t^-ThZM^.h^,  M*^f 

^          -  ^     ^,.^    ,        .,.,  .            .   ,  bet,  by  the  first  mto  whose  hands  they  nJI.  If 

•oieme  of  tho  pohtical  equiubnum,  or  balance  ..  ^*  „1~^:^  ^c  ♦v.^  «^..»*^  »k>l.   «iwi»k 

-              , »_,.  ,  .    /_,  .    j'     ,      J.  the  sovereign  of  the  country  where   tnose 

rf^r;  by  which  IS  understood  audi  a  di».  crimes  havTbeen  committed"^  re^daims  die 

ES?r  15!!:f '  f        r""  "  t!^*  *^  author8ofthem,inordertobringthemtopun. 

h^  to  prodommate,  or  to  prescribe  laws  to  .^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

n».  Confederacies  wouM  bo  a  sure  way  T  ""^  " P^^PfV  interested  inp^ni^ 

5  w.  ^uiuouwwwoD  wuum  "*  »  ""^ J»J'  them  in  an  exemplary  manner:  and  it  being 

ijS!!^!^  ^?  eqmlAnum,  a^  <"PPOi^  to  convict  the^guilty,  and  to  tiy  th^ 

^^^!^.^^'1!!^'^J1'^'^       ?^l  according  to  some  form*Sflaw;  this  is  a  wcond 

jderstand  Oioir  tnieuitercjts,  and  regulateall  ,    ^  j;^  ^^^^  ^^    malefactors  are  usually 

««rstepaibrthegoodcf  the  state.  SeUvered  up  at  the  desirecf  the  statowhen 

CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  THE  ENE-  ^^^  ^°^  ^^'^  ^'"  committed. 

arrS  country.  *  contributions  raised  by  the  I>ulre  of  Bnmo. 

unnv  TTT    CHAP   »«    S  Ififi  wick  In  France.    Compare  these  with  the  oonttl- 

BOOK  in.  CHAP.  IX.  9  iw.  butionBraisedbytheFwnchinthaWethariawli 

losland  of  the  pillage  of  the  oomitiy,  and  _Edit. 
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Ibid.  $  880.  Erwy  nation  has  a  right  of  tovereifn  cannot  tako  it  anuM  if  hii  nuniatcr, 

rafhsing  to  admit  a  stranger  into  the  country,  who  has  oondnded  the  affairs  of  his  comosf- 

when  he  cannot  enter  into  it  without  putting  sion,  and  has  no  other  affairs  to  negotiate,  be 

U  into  evident  danger,  or  without  doing  it  a  desired  to  depart.*    The  custom  of  keepi^ 

romarkaUe  prejudice.*  every  where  ministers  oontinuaUy  resident,  is 

now  80  strongly  established,  that  the  refusal  <f 

FOREIGN  MINISTERS.  a  conformity  to  it  would,  without  very  good 

^.-    -    £  aft  reasons,  give  offence.    These  reasons  may 

BOOK  ir.  CHAP.  T.  §  66.  arise  fiom%ar<iciiter  conjunctures ;  but  thers 

The  obligation  does  not  go  sofiu*  as  to  suffer  ^^  ^^  common  reasons  always  subsisting 

at  all  times,  perpetual  ministers,  who  are  de-  ^^^  ^^^  ^  j^late  to  the  constitutioo  of  s 

sirous  of  residing  with  a  sovereign,  though  gi,f,emment  and  the  ttaU  of  a  nation.    The 

they  have  nothing  to  negotiate.    It  is  natural,  republics  have  often  very  good  reasons  of  the 

indeed,  and  very  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  j^^^^  ^^^  1^  excuse  themselves  fiom  oootimi- 

which  nations  owe  to  each  other,  that  these  ^y  suffering  foreign  ministers,  who  eomff 

resident  ministers,  when  there  is  nothing  tobe  ^f^^  citizens,  in  order  to  gain  them  over  to  iWr 


unqueMtwwuijr  w  mo  j^/icioicu ,  nuu  mo  ivic>|ju  plain,  migai,  ana  vuxuous,  a  lasie  wx  luxuiy, 

•  The  thW  article  of  the  treaty  of  triple  alii-  f^^^  %"rj;:J^*l^  ^XS^^t^fcT^ 

ance,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  foirth  article  of  these  wodd  be  more  thm  sufficient  for  wisi 

the  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  stipulate,  that  no  and  provident  rulers  to  dismiss  them, 
kind  of  refuge  or  protection  shall  be  given  to 

rebellious  subjects  of  the  contracting  powers.—        .  ^,     .    .       ^  ,,  ^v        it-     -   - 
£piy.  ^  *  Dismission  of  M.  ChauvslbL— Sd|T. 
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0«  TBX  OOITDVCT  OF  THE  MINORITY,  PARTICTTLARLr  IN  THS   LAST  fSSilOV  OV  PAMUA- 
MSNT,  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  DITKB  OF  PORTLAND  AND  LORD  FITZW1LLIAM. 

1793. 


LETTER  TO  THE  DUKE  OP  PORTLAND. 

MT  DEAR  LORD,  the  world,  except  ibr  some  few  and  short  intnw 

The  paper  which  I  take  the  liber^  of  sending  vals,  has  filled  me  with  a  good  deal  of  serioos 

to  your  Grace,  was  for  the  greater  part,  writ-  inquietude.    I  consider  a  general  war  against 

ten  during  the  last  sessicm.    A  few  days  after  jacobins  and  jacobinism,  as  tilie  only  possible 

the  prorogation  some  few  observations  were  chance  of  saving  Europe  (and  England  as  in* 

added.    I  was  however  resolved  to  let  it  lie  duded  in  Europe)  from  a  truly  fri^tful  revo- 

by  me  for  a  considerable  time ;  that  in  viewing  lution.    For  this  I  have  been  censured,  ai 

the  matter  at  a  proper  distance,  and  when  the  receiving,  through  weakness,  or  spreading, 

sharpnessofrecent  impressions  had  been  worn  through    fraud    and  artifice,   a  fidse  alarm. 

off,  I  might  be  better  able  to  jR>nn  a  just  esti-  Whatever  odiers  may  think  of  the  mattw,  that 

mate  of  the  value  of  my  first  opinions.  alarm,  in  my  mind,  is  by  no  means  ^ieted. 

I  have  just  now  read  it  over  very  cooHy  The  state  of  affairs  abroad  is  not  so  mudi 

and  deliberately.    My  latest  judgment  owns  mended,  as  to  make  me,  for  one,  full  of  confi- 

my  first  settlements  and  reasonings,  in  their  dence.    At  home,  I  see  no  abatement  whatso- 

fiiU  jforce,  witili  regard  both  to  persons  and  ever  in  the  zeal  of  the  partisans  of  jacobinism 

things.  towards  their  cause,  nor  any  cessation  in  their 

During  a  period  of  four  years,  the  state  of  efforts  to  do  mischief.    What  is  doing  by  Lord 
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LtaieidBla  oo  the  fint  Bcene  of  Lord  Georg«  except  barely  to  let  me  know  ditt  70a  hsre 

GecdanTs  acfions,  and  in  his  spirit,  is  not  c^  received  them.    I  eren  wriA  tiiat  at  preeeot 

collated  to  remove  my  af^rehensions.    They  yoa  may  not  read  the  pi^per  which  I  transmit ; 

porsoe  tfieir  first  object  with  as  much  eager^  lock  it  up  in  the  drawer  of  your  library  table ; 

ness  as  ever,  but  with  more  dexterity.    Under  and  when  a  day  of  compulsory  reflection  comes, 

the  plausible  name  of  peace,  by  which  they  then  be  pleased  to  turn  it.    Then  remember 

dehide  or  are  deluded,  they  would  deliver  us  that  your  Grace  had  a  true  friend,  who  had, 

unarmed,  and  defenceless,  to  the  confederation  comparatively  with  men  of  your  description,  a 

of  jacobins,  whose  centre  is  indeed  in  France,  very  small  interest  in  opposing  the  modem 

but  whose  rays  proceed  in  every  direction  system  (/morality  and  poJicy ;  but  who  under 

diroughout  the  world.    I  uiKlerstand  that  Mr.  every  discouragement,  was  fiiithful  to  public 

Coke,  of  NorfeUc,  has  been  lately  very  busy  in  duty  and  to  private  fi-iendship.    I  shall  then 

spreading  a  disaffection  to  this  war  (which  we  probably  be  dead.    I  am  sure  I  do  not  wish  to 

cany  on  tor  our  being)  in  the  country  in  which  live  to  see  such  things.    But  whilst  I  do  live, 

Us  property  gives  him  so  great  an  influence.  I  shall  pursue  the  same  course ;  although  my 

It  is  truly  alarming  to  see  so  large  a  part  of  the  merits  should  be  taken  for  unpardonable  fiuilts, 

aristocratic  interest  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the  and  as  such  avenged,  not  only  on  myself,  but 

Mw  iqpecies  of  democracy,  which  is  openly  at-  on  my  posterity. 

taddng,  or  secretly  undermining,  the  system  Adieu,  my  dear  lord ;  and  do  me  the  jus- 

of  ptopwty  by  which  mankind  has  hitherto  tice  to  believe  me  ever,  with  most  sincere 

been  goveined.    But  we  are  not  to  delude  our-  respect,  veneration,  and  affectionate  attadi- 

adves.    No  man  can  be  connected  with  a  ment.        Tour  Grace's  most  faithful  friend, 

party,  which  professes  publicly  to  admire,  or  and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

may  be  justly  suspected  of  secretly  abetting,  EDMUND  BURKE. 

tbis  French  revolution,  who  must  not  be  drawn  Beacor^fieldf  Sepi.  29, 1 793. 
i     into  its  vortex,  and  become  the  instrument  of 

its  designs.  — ^— 

What  I  have  written  is  in  the  manner  of 

Mwlogy.    I  have  given  it  that  form,  as  being  OBSERVATIONS,  &c. 
tbe  most  respectful ;  but  I  do  not  stand  in  need 

of  toy  i^ogy  for  my  principles,  my  senti-  AppROACHiiro  towards  the  dose  of  a  kmg 

}     Bents,  or  my  conduct.    I  wish  the  paper  I  lay  period  of  public  service,  it  is  natural  I  should 

befixe  your  Grace,  to  be  considered  as  my  be  desirous  to  stand  well  (I  hope  I  do  stand 

most  ddlberate,  solemn,  and  even  testamentary  tolerably  well,)  with  that  public,  which,  widi 

protest,  against  the  proceedings  and  doctrines  whatever  fortune,  I  have  endeavoured  fiiithfuHy 

which  have  hitherto  produced  so  much  mi»-  and  zealously  to  serve. 

I     chief  in  the  worid,  and  which  will  inMibly  I  am  also  not  a  little  anxious  for  some  {dace 

j     piodace  more,  and  possibly  greater.    It  is  my  in  the  estimation  of  the  two  persons  to  whom  I 

protest  against  the  delusion,  by  which  some  address  this  paper.    I  have  always  acted  with 

iare  been  tau^t  to  loc^  upon  this  jacobin  con-  them,  and  with  those  whom  they  represent. 

tect  at  home,  as  an  ordinary  par^  squabble  To  my  knowledge  I  have  not  deviated,  no  not 

liioat  place  or  patronage ;  and  to  regard  this  in  the  minutest  point,  firom  their  opinions  and 

JMobin  war  abroad  as  a  common  war  about  principles.    Of  late,  without  any  alterati<m  in 

tnds  or  territorial  boundaries,  or  about  a  po-  their  sentiments,  or  in  mine,  a  difference  of  a 

iitieal  balance  of  power  among  rival  or  jealous  very  unusual  nature,  and  which,  under  the  cir- 

■tites :  above  all,  it  is  my  protest  against  that  cumstances,  it  is  not  easy  to  describe,  hat 

nuatake  or  perversion  of  sentiment,  by  which  arisen  between  us. 

Ibej  fHw  agree  with  us  in  our  principles,  may  In  my  journey  with  them  through  life,  I  met 

n  ooOateral  consideraticms  be  regarded  as  en-  Mr.  Fox  in  my  road ;  and  I  traveUed  with  him 

•aiea ;  and  those  who,  in  this  perilous  crisis  very  cheerfully  as  l<mg  as  he  appeared  to  me  to 

of  ill  human  affidrs,  differ  frcHU  us  fundamen-  pursue  the  same  direction  wiUi  those  in  whose 

tily  and  practically,  as  our  best  friends.   Thus  company  I  set  out.    In  the  latter  stage  of  our 

paisoni  of  great  imp(vtance  may  be  made  to  progress,  a  new  scheme  of  liberty  and  equality 

tarn  die  whole  of  dieir  influence  to  the  de-  was  produced  in  the  world,  which  either  daz- 

itraction  of  their  principles.  zled  his  imagination,  or  was  suited  to  soma 

I  now  make  it  my  humUe  request  to  your  new  walks  of  ambition,  which  were  then  open- 

^haee,  that  you  will  not  give  any  sort  of  ed  to  his  views.    The  whole  firame  and  &shion 

•Biwer  to  the  paper  I  send,  or  to  &is  letter,  of  his  politics  appeared  to  have  suffered  about 
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that  time  a  a  rery  material  alteradoo.    It  is  ing  oat,  even  privately,  any  looie  nadon 

about  three  years  since,  in  consequence  of  that  imputations  agsunst  the  pubUc  conduct  of  •     i* 

extraordinary  change,  that,  after  a  pretty  long  gentleman,  for  whom  I  once  entertained  a  vny     ^ 

preceding   period  o£  distance,  coc^ess,  and  warm  affecti<m,  and  whose  abilities  I  regud     •> 

want  of  confidence,  if  not  total  alienation  on  his  with  the  greatest  admiration,  I  will  put  down     tu 

part,  a  complete  public  separation  has  been  distinctly  and  articulately,  some  ofthematten     c 

made  between  that  gentleman  and  me.    Until  of  objection  which  I  feel  to  his  late  doctrioM     ( ~ 

lately  the  breach  between  us  appeared  repara-  and  proceedings,  trusting  that  I  riukU  be  able 

hie.    I  trusted  that  time  and  reflection,  and  a  to  demonstrate  to  the  friends,  whose  good    *  2 

decisive  experience  of  the  mischiefii  which  <^inion  I  would  still  cultivate,  that  not  leri^,     a 

have  flowed  from  the  proceedings  and  the  sys-  nor  caprice,  nor  less  defensible  motives,  bol     ^ 

tem  of  France,  on  whidi  our  difference  had  that  very  grave  reasons  influence  my  judf-     ^ 

arisen,  as  well  as  the  known  sentiments  of  the  ment.    I  think  that  the  spirit  of  his  hte  priH     li- 

best  and  wisest  of  our  common  friends  upon  ceedings  is  wholly  alien  to  our  national  pofi^)      ^ 

that  subject,  wouki  have  brought  him  to  a  safer  and  to  the  peace,  to  the  prcM^rity,  and  to 

way  of  thinjting.    Several  of  his  friends  saw  the  legal  liberties  of  iStds  nation,  aecorUng  to 

no  security  for  keeping  things  in  a  proper  ow  ancient  domeatic  and  €q>prapriaitd  mods 

train  after  this  excursion  of  his,  but  in  the  re-  of  holding  them, 

union  of  the  party  on  its  old  grounds,  under  the  Viewing  things  in  that  light  my  eonfideoee 
Duke  (^  Portland.  Mr.  Fox,  if  he  pleased,  in  him  is  not  increased,  but  totally  deitnmd 
mi^t  have  been  comprehended  in  that  system,  by  those  proceedings.  I  cannot  coneeive  it  a 
with  the  rank  and  consideration  to  which  his  matter  of  honour  or  duty  (but  tiie  direct  coo- 
great  talents  entitle  him,  and  indeed  must  trary)  in  any  member  c/ parliament  tocootiine 
secure  to  him  in  any  party  arrangement  that  systematic  opposition  fer  the  purpose  of  potdog 
cou!^  be  made.  The  Duke  of  Portland  knows  govenunent  under  difliculties,  untU  Mr.  Fox 
how  much  I  wished  for,  and  how  earnestly  I  (with  all  his  present  ideas)  sfaaS  have  tiie 
laboured  that  re-union,  and  upon  terms  that  principal  direction  of  affairs  placed  in  bis 
might  every  way  be  honourable  and  advanta-  hands ;  and  until  the  present  body  of  adminis- 
geous  to  Mr.  Fox.  His  conduct  in  the  last  tration  (with  their  ideas  and  measures)  is  of 
session  has  extinguished  these  h(^s  for  ever,  course  overturned  and  dissolved. 

Mr.  Fox  has  lately  published  in  print,  a        To  come  to  particulars : 
defence  <^his  conduct.    On  taking  into  consi-        1.  The  laws  and  constitatioii  of  tfie  king* 

deration  that  defence,  a  society  of  gentlemen,  dom,  entrust  the  sole  and  exchisive  ri^t  of 

called  the  Whig  Club,  thought  proper  to  come  treating  with  foreign  potentates,  to  the  king, 

to  the  fallowing  resolution — "  That  their  con-  This  is  an  undisputed  part  of  the  legal  pren>- 

fidence  in  Mr.  Fox  is  confirmed,  strengthened,  gative  of  the  crown.    Howevo*,  notwitibstand* 

and  increased,  by  the  calumnies  against  him."  ing  this,  Mr.  Fox,  without  flie  knowiedge  or 

To  that  resolution  my  two  noble  friends,  the  participation  of  any  one  person  in  the  hoase 

Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  have  of  commons,  wifli  whom  he  was  botmd  by 

given  their  concurrence.  every  party  principle,  in  matters  of  delicacy 

The  calumnies  supposed  in  that  resolution,  and  importance,  confidentiafiy  tocomnmnioato, 

can  be  nothing  else  than  the  objections  taken  thought  proper  to  send  Mr.  Adair,  as  hi*  rap- 

to  Mr.  Fox's  conduct  in  this  session  of  par-  resentative,  and  vrith  his  cyfrfier,  to  Bt  IV 

liament ;  for  to  them,  and  to  them  alone,  the  tersburgh,  there  to  firustrate  the  objects  for 

resoluti<m  refers.    I  am  one  of  those  who  have  which  the  minister  from  the  crown  was  andior- 

publicly  and  strongly  urged  those  objections.    I  ized  to  treat.    He  succeeded  in  this  his  design, 

hope  I  shall  be  thought  only  to  do  what  is  and  did  actually  frustrate  the  king'lB  minister 

necessary  to  my  justification,  thus  publicly,  in  some  c^the  objects  of  his  negociation. 
solemnly,  and  heavily  censured  by  those  whom        This  proceeding  of  Mr.  Fox  does  not  (as  I 

I  most  value  and  esteem,  when  I  firmly  con-  conceive)   amount  to  absolute  hi^  treason ; 

tend,  that  the  ot]yections  which  I  with  many  Russia,  though  on  bad  terms,  not  having  been 

others  of  the  friends  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  then  declaredly  at  war  with  this  kingdom.  Bat 

have  made  to  Mr.  Fox's  conduct,  are  not  ca-  such  a  proceeding  is,  in  law,  not  very  remote 

lummeif  but  founded  on  truth ;  that  they  are  from  diat  offence,  and  is  undoubtecfy  a  most 

not  /et0,  but  many ;   and  that  they  are  not  unconstitutional  act,  and  an  high  treasooaUe 

light  and  trivial^  but  in  a  very  high  degree,  misdemeanor, 
serious  and  important.  The  legitimate  and  sure  mode  of  conminBi- 

That  I  may  avoid  the  imputation  of  throw-  cation  between  diis  nation  and  foreign  poweis. 
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■  f—iiirwrt  unoertuiii  precarious,  and  treach-  nctly.    Hia  infloeaee  over  the  ptnoBa  who 

■w,  bj  being  divided  into  two  channela,  composed  the  leading  part  in  that  aMociatioa, 

€am  with  tlie  ywenunent,  one  with  the  head  cf  waa,  and  is,  unbounded.    I  hear,  that  he  ez- 

a  paftf  in  opposition  to  that  government ;  by  pressed  some  disapprobation  of  tiliis  dub  in 

wfaiah  means  the  foreign  powers  can  never  be  one  case,  (that  of  Mr.  St.  John)  where  hit 

aasoied  of  the  real  authori^  or  validity  of  any  consent  was  formally  asked ;  yet  he  never  at> 

pnblie  transaction  whatsoever.  tempted  seriously  to  put  a  stop  to  the  associa- 

On  the  other  hand,  the  advantage  taken  of  tion,  or  to  disavow  it,  or  to  controul,  chedc,  or 

tte  discontent  which  at  that  time  prevuled  in  modify  it  in  any  way  whatsoever.    If  he  had 

paitiamant  and  in  the  nation,  to  give  to  an  in-  ]deased,  without  difficulty,  he  might  have  snp- 

dividnal   an   influence  directly  against    the  ]Mressed  it  in  its  beginning.    However,  he  did 

government  of  his  country,  in  a  finreign  court,  not  <»Iy  not  suppress  it  in  its  beginning,  bat 

has  made  a  hi^way  into  England  for  the  in-  oicouraged  it  in  every  part  of  its  progress,  at 

trignes  of  foreign  ccMurts  in  our  affairs.    This  that  particular  time,  when  jacobin  didts  (under 

is  a  sore  evil ;   an  evil  firom  which,  before  the  very  same,  or  similar  titles)  were  making 

das  time,  England  was  more  firee  ihui  any  such  dreadful  havoc  in  a  country  not  thirty 

edicr  nation.    Nothing  can  preserve  us  firom  miles  fi-om  the  coast  of  En^and,  and  when 

diat  evil— whidi   connects   cabinet  factions  every  motive  of  moral  prudence  called  for  the 

•broad  vrith  popular  foctions  here,— 4ut  the  discouragement  of  societies  formed  for  the 

keeping  sacred  Uie  crown,  as  the  oidy  channel  increase  of  popular  pretensions  to  power  and 

tf  oonmuaicmtiott  with  every  other  nation.  direction. 

This  proceeding  of  Mr.  Fox  has  given  a        3.  When  the  proceedings  of  this  society  of 

Hmg  ooontMiance  and  an  encouraging  ex-  the  friends  of  the  people,  as  well  as  (^hers  act- 

ta|ib  to  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  the  ing  in  the  same  spiHt,  had  caused  a  very 


revdotion  and  eonstitutional  societies,  and  of  rious  alann  in  the  mind  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 

oAer  misdiievous  societies  of  that  description,  land,  and  of  many  good  patriots,  he  paUidy, 

whoi,  vrithout  any  legal  authority,  and  even  in  the  house  of  commons,  treated  their  apiM«- 

wiAoiit  any  corporate  capacity,  are  in  the  h^Mions  and  cmduct  with  the  greatest  asperity 

haUt  of  proposing,  and  to  the  best  of  their  and  ridicule.    He  condemned  and  vilified,  in 

power,  of  forming  leagues  and  alliances  with  the  most  insulting  and  outrageous  terms,  the 

Fnaoe.  prodamation  issued  by  government  on  that 

This  proceeding,  which  ougfat^  to  be  repro-  occasion — though  he  well  knew,  that  it  had 

Uted  on  aH  the  general  principles  of  govern-  passed  through  the  Duke  of  Portland's  hands, 

neat,  is,  in  a  more  narrow  view  of  things,  that  it  had  received  his  fullest  approbation, 

Mt  less  reprehensiUe.    It  tends  to  the  preju-  and  that  it  was  the  result  of  an  actual  inter> 

diee  of  the  whole  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's  view  between  that  noble  Duke  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

his  party,  by  discrediting  the  principles  upon  During  the  discussion  of  its  merits  in  the  house 

«kieh  they  supported  Mr.  Fox  in  tiie  Russian  of  commons,  Mr.  Fox  countenanced  and  jus* 

busuiiess,  as  if  they,  of  that  party  also,  had  tilled  the  chief  promoters  of  that  association ; 

pneeeded  in  their  parliamentary  oppositi(Mi,  and  he  received  in  return,  a  public  assurance 

(a  the  same  nusdnevous  principles  which  from  them  of  an  invidable  adherence  to  him, 

Mnated  Mr«  Fos  in  sending  Mr.  Adair  on  singly  and  personally.     On  account  of  this 

kb  endlMUMiy.  proceeding,  a  very  great  number  (I  presume 

S.  Very  soon  after  his  sending  tiiis  embassy  to  say  not  the  least  grave  and  wise  part)  of 

to  RoMsia,  diat  is,  in  the  spring  of  1792,  a  the  Duke  of  Portland's  friends  in  parliament, 

Qovenanting  dub  or  association  was  formed  in  and  many  out  of  parliament,  who  are  of  the 

London,  calling  itself  by  the  ambitious  and  same  description,  have  become  separated  from 

iavidiona  title  of  "  The  Friends  of  the  Peo*  that  time  to  this  from  Mr.  Fox*8  particular 

pit.*    It  was  composed  of  many  d*  Mr.  Fox^s  cabal ;  very  fow  of  which  cabal  are,  or  ever 

own  noat  intimate,  personal,  and  party  friends,  have,  so  much  as  pretended  to  be  attadied  to 

joinsd  to  a  very  ccmsiderable  part  of  the  mem-  the  Duke  of  Portland,  or  to  pay  any  respect  to 

ken  of  tfioee  mnduevons  associations  caBed  him  or  his  opinions. 

the  revohition  society,  and  the  constitutional        4.  At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  when 

ioeiety.    Mr.  Fox  must  have  been  well  ap-  the  sober  part  of  the  nation  was  a  second  time 

prized  of  the  progress  of  that  society,  in  evoy  generally  and  jusHy  alarmed  at  die  progress  of 

one  of  its  steps ;  if  not  of  die  very  origin  of  it.  the  French  arms  on  the  continent,  and  at  the 

I  eertiddy  vras  informed  of  both,  who  had  no  spreading  of  their  horrid  principles  aind  cabals 

ooBtoctioo  with  the  design,  direcdy  or  indi-  in  England,  Mr.  Fox  did  dot  (as  had  been 


144  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 

OMial  in  cftie*  of  &r  leM  moment)  caU  together  the  pnblic  had  wiflfewd,  to  the  pfwlnwliM  rf 

any  meeting  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's  friends  the  preceding  summer ;    thou^  he  spoke  ii 

in  the  house  o(  commons,  for  the  purpose  of  {wesence  of  the  Duke  of  Portibind's  ova  son, 

taking  their  opinion  on  the  conduct  to  he  pur-  the  marquis  of  Tidifield,  who  had  seooaded 

■aed  in  parliament  at  that  critical  juncture,  the  address  cm  that  proclamation ;  and  in  (ha 

He  concerted  his  measures  (if  with  any  per-  presence  of  the  Didte  of  Portland**  bratkar, 

sons  at  all)  with  the  friends  of  Lord  Lana-  Lord  Edward  Bentincki  and  soTenl  olfaentf 

downe,  and  those  calling  themselyes  friends  of  his  best  friends  and  nearest  rdations. 

the  people,  and  others  not  in  the  smallest  de-  7.  On  that  day,  that  is,  on  the  18th  «f  Da- 

groe  attached  to  the  Duke  of  Portland ;  by  cember,  1792,  he  proposed  an  amendmeat  to 

which  conduct  he  wUfiilly  gave  up  (in  my  the  address,  which  stuids  on  the  jomrnali  of  liw 

opinion)  all  pretensions  to  be  considered  as  of  house,  and  which  is,  peihaps,  tibe  most  atitf 

that  party,  and  much  more  to  be  consid««d  as  ordinary  reoocd  whidi  ever  did  stand  npca 

the  leader  and  mouth  of  it  in  the  house  c^com-  diem.     To  introduce  this  amenAnent,  he  aot 

nons.    This  could  not  give  much  encourage-  only  struck  out  the  part  of  the  proposed  addna 

ment  to  those  who  had  been  separated  fi^  which  alluded  to  insurrections,  upon  die  grooBd 

Mr.  Fox,  on  account  dC  his  conduct  on  the  pro-  of  the  otgections  which  he  took  to  the  l^ihty 

damation,  to  rejoin  that  party.  of  calling   together   parliament,    (ofajectioH 

6.  Not  haying  consulted  any  of  the  Duke  which  I  must  ever  thmk  litigious  and  sophis- 

of  Portland's  par^  in  the  house  of  commons;  tical,)  but  he  likewise  stnMk  out  that  pari 

and  not  having  consuhed  them,  because  he  which  rdated  to  the  aAaU  and  enupirmcim  tf 

had  reason  to  know,  that  the  course  he  had  the  JPrench  faction  m  JSnghmd,  ahfaough  their 

resolved  to  pursue  would  be  highly  disagree-  practices  and  oorrespoodenees  w«re  of  pnUie 

able  to  them,  he  refMresentod  the  alarm,  which  notoriety.    Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Watt  fau 

was  a  second  timegiv«i  and  taken,  instill  been  deputed  from  Manchester  to  the  jacobins. 

more  invidious  ocdours  than  those  in  which  he  These  ambassadors  were  received  by  them  as 

painted  the  alarms  of  the  former  year.    He  de-  British  representatives.    Oth«-  deputations  ot 

scribed  those  alarais  in  this  manner,  aldiough  English  had  been  received  at  the  bw  of  the  na- 

the  cause  of  them  was  then  grown  frur  less  tional  assembly.    They  had  gone  the  length 

equivocal,  and  far  more  urgent.    He  even  of  giving  supines  to  the  jacobin  armies ;  wad 

went  so  fiur  as  to  treat  the  supposition  of  the  they  in  return  had  received  promises- of  mHi- 

growth  of  a  jacobin  spirit  in  England  as  a  libel  tary  assistance  to  forwvd  their  designs  in 

on  the  nati<».    As  to  the  danger  from  abroadf  England.    A  regular  ccnre^Kindence  for  fr»* 

on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  he  said  little  or  temizing  the  two  nations  had  also  been  carried 

nodiing  upon  the  subject.    He  contented  him-  on  by  societies  in  London  with  a  great  number 

self  with  defending   the  ruling   foctions   in  of  the  jacobin  societies  in  France.     This  oop- 

France,  and  with  accusing  the  public  councils  respondence  had  also  for  its  object  the  pretend- 

of  this  kingdom  of  every  sort  of  evil  design  on  ed  improvement  dt  the  British  constituticm.— 

the  liberties  d'the  people ;  declaring  distinctly,  What  is  the  most  remarkable,  and  by  much 

strong,  and  precise^,  that  the  whole  danger  the  more  mischievous  part  of  his  proceedings 

of  the  nation  was  firom  the  growth  of  the  power  that  day,  Mr.  Fox  likewise  struck  out  eveiy 

of  the  crown.    The  policy  of  this  declaration  thing  in  the  address  which  rdated  fo  the  taikene 

was  obvious.    It  was  in  subservience  to  the  qf  ambition  given  by  France,  her  aggr^aiane 

general  {Jan  of  disabling  us  from  taking  any  upon  out  aUiee,  and  the  sudden  and  dangenma 

steps  against  France.      To  counteract  the  growth  of  her  power  upon  every  side ;  Kid  h»- 

alarm  given  by  the  progress  of  jacobin  arms  stead  of  all  those  weighty,  and  at  that 'time, 

and  principles,  he  endeavoured  to  excite  an  necessaiy  matters,  by  which  the  house  of  com- 

oppoeite  alarm  concerning  the  growth  of  the  ukhis  was  (in  a  crisis,  sudi  as  perhaps  Europe 

power  of  the  crown.    If  that  alarm  should  pre-  never  stood)  to  give  assurances  to  our  aSies, 

vail,  he  knew  that  the  nation  never  would  be  straigth  to  our  government,  and  a  dieck  to 

brought  by  arms  to  oppose  the  growth  of  the  the  oonmion  enemy  of  Europe,  he  snbstitnted 

jacobin  empire ;  because  it  is  obvious  that  nothing  but  a  criminal  charge  on  the  coadoeC 

war  does,  in  its  very  nature,  necessitate  the  of  the  British  govenunent  for  calling  pailii^ 

commons  considerably  to  strength«A  the  hands  ment  together,  and  an  engagement  to  inquve 

of  government ;  and  if  that  strength  should  itself  into  that  conduct, 

be  the  object  of  terrour,  we  could  have  no  war.  8.  If  it  had  pleased  Grod  to  sufier  him  to 

6.  In  the  extracmiinary  and  violent  speeches  succeed  in  this  his  project,  for  the  amend- 

of  that  day,  he  attributed  all  the  evils  which  ment  to  the  address,  he  wooki  forever  hftv» 
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dib  Mtion,  akng  with  tibe  rest  of  En-  excluded  fitn  it;  but,  on  goMralprmeiplM,  I 

At  home  aQ  the  jacobin  aocieties,  nuut  say,  that  a  penoo  miiD  frnntt  to  be 

fefwJ  fx  the  uttnr  deatraction  of  our  con&ti-  leader  of  a  party  compoeed  of  freemoi  and  of 

tntioa,  would    have    lifted    up  their  heads,  gentlemen,  ought  to  pay  some  degree  of  de6r- 

wkich  had  beoi  beatm  down  by  the  two  prc^  ence  to  their  feelings,  and  even  to  their  pre- 

damationi.      Those    societies   would    have  judices.    He  ought  to  have  some  degree  of 

been  infinitely  strengthened  and  multiplied  in  management  ibr  their  credit  and  influence  of 

every  quarter ;  their  dangerous  foreign  com-  their  country.     He  shewed  so  very  litde  of 

mnniratioiis  would  have  been  Idl  broad  and  this  delicacy,  that   he  compared  the  alarm 

opsD ;  the  crown  would  not  have  been  author-  raised  in  the  minds  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's 

iied  to  take  any  measure  whatever  for  our  party,   (which  was  his  own)  an  alarm   in 

iBMnwtiaffi  defence  by  sea   or  land.      The  which  they  sympathized  with  the  greater  part 

dosest,  the  most  natural,  die  nearest,  and,  at  of  the  nation,  to  the  panic  produced  by  the 

the  ame  time,  from  many  internal  as  well  as  pretended  popish  plot  in  the  reign  of  Charies 

titaaal  ciicumstanoes,  the  weakest  of  our  the  Second — describing  it  to  be,  as  that  was, 

iKm,  HoDand,  would  have  been  given  up,  a  contrivance  of  knaves,  and  believed  only  by 

bound  hand  and  foot,  to  France,  just  on  the  well-meaning  dupes  and  madmen. 

point  of  invading  that  republic.    A  general         12.  The  M<Niday  following,  (the  17th  ol 

oontemation  vrovdd  have  seized  upon  all  Eu-  December)  he  pursued  the  same  conduct.— 

npe;  and  all  alliance  with  every  other  power.  The  means  used  in  Eneland  to  co-operate 

OBopt  Fiance,  would  have  been  forever  renr  with  the  jacobin  army  in  politics,  agreed  with 

dend  impracticable  to  us.    I  think  it  impoe-  their  modes  of  proceeding ;   I  allude  to  the 

■Us  for  any  man,  who  regards  the  dignity  mischievous  writings  circulated  with  much 

Hid  nfety  of  his  country,  or  indeed  the  com-  industry  and  success,  as  well  as  the  seditious 

■on  sal^y  of  mankind,  ever  to  foiget  Mr.  dubs,  which  at  that  time,  added  not  a  little  to 

Fo^s  proceedings  in  that  tremendous  crisis  the  alarm  taken  by  observing  and  weU-in- 

of il  human  afiiurs.  formed  men.     The  writings  and  the  clubs 

9.  Mr.  Fox  veiy  soon  had  reason  to  be  ap-  were  two  evils  which  marched  together.  Mr. 
pRied  of  tibe  general  dislike  of  the  Duke  of  Fox  discovered  the  greatest  possible  dlq;Msi- 
Pvdand's  firiends  to  this  conduct.  Some  of  Uon  to  fiivor  and  countenance  the  one  as  well 
thne  who  had  even  voted  with  him,  the  day  as  the  other  of  these  two  grand  instruments  of 
ifter  their  vote  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  the  French  system.  He  would  hardly  con* 
iui  aoMndniMit,  their  sense  of  its  inevitable  aider  any  political  writing  whatsoerer,  as  a 
teodency,  and  their  total  alienation  fix>m  the  libel,  or  as  a  fit  object  of  prosecuticm.  At  a 
priieiplea  and  ->■»»'»■  upon  which  it  was  time  in  which  tlie  press  lias  been  the  grand 
mde ;  yet,  the  very  next  day,  that  is,  on  instrument  of  the  subversion  of  order,  of  mo- 
Friday  tfie  14di  of  Decen^r,  he  brought  on  rals,  of  religion,  and  I  may  say  of  human 
*iitt  in  effect  was  the  veiy  same  business,  society  itself,  to  carry  the  doctrines  of  its 
Md  en  the  same  principles,  a  Mecond  time.  liberty  higher  than  ever  it  has  been  known  by 

10.  Al*>*««g>*  the  house  does  not  usually  its  most  extravagant  assertors  even  in  France, 
■ton  Saturday,  he  a  third  time  brought  on  gave  occasion  to  very  serious  reflections.— 
Modiar  proposition,  in  the  same  spirit,  and  Mr.  Fox  treated  the  associations  for  prosecut- 
pttsned  it  with  so  much  heat  and  perseve-  ing  these  libels,  as  tending  to  prevent  die 
luce,  as  to  sit  into  Sunday ;  a  thing  not  improvement  of  the  human  mind,  and  as  a 
bewn  in  pariiament  for  many  years.  mobbish   tyranny.     He    thought   proper  to 

11.  In  aH  these  motions  and  debates  he  compare  them  with  the  riotous  assemblies  of 
^Uy  departed  fitim  all  the  political  i»incir  L<»d  George  Gordon  in  1780,  declaring  that 
pias  refartiTe  to  France,  (considered  merely  as  he  had  advised  his  fiiends  in  Westminster  to 
irtate,  and  independent  of  its  jacobin  form  of  sign  the  associations  whether  they  agreed  to 
fBfwnmant)  which  had  hitherto  been  heU  them  or  not,  in  order  that  they  might  avoid 
iindanMntal  in  this  country,  and  which  he  had  destruction  to  their  persons  or  their  houses,  or 
'limwlf  hi4^  more  strongly  than  any  man  in  a  desertion  of  their  shops.    This  insidious 


ptthament.    He  at  that  time  studiously  se-    advice  traded  to  confound  those  who  wished 
imtad  himself  fiom  those  to  whose  senti-    well  to  the  object  of  the  association,  with  the 


nents  he  used  to  profess  no  smafl  regard,  al-  seditious,  against  whom  the  association  was 

tbanib  thons  sentiments  were  publicly  de-  directed.    By  this  stratagem,  the  confederacy 

dind.     I  had  then  no  concern  in  the  party,  intended  for  preserving  the  British  constitu- 

Wvii^  baoQ  for  aome  time,  with  all  outrage,  tioo,  and  the  public  peace,  wouU  be  whoBy 
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defeated.    The  imgiftrates,  otteiiy  incapable  tending  to  make  (^cen  bad  citizei 

of  dietingai^ing  the  friends  from  the  enemies  were  few,  howerer,  who  did  not  o 

of  order,  would  in  vain  lode  fer  support  when  such  measures  on  the  part  of  go7( 

tfaoy  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  it.  (^  absolute  necessi^  for  the  king 

13.  Mr.  Fox's  whole  conduct,  oo  this  occa-  safety,  as  well  as  that  of  the  publit 
sion,  was  without  example.  The  very  mom-  thing  but  the  mistaken  lenity  (with 
ing  after  these  violent  declamations,  in  the  practices  were  rather  diaoountem 
house  of  commons  against  the  association,  punished)  could  poesiUy  deserve  re 
(that  is,  on  Tuesday  the  18th)  he  weai  him-  in  what  was  done  with  regard  to  tli 
self  to  a  meeting  of  St.  George's  parish,  and  men. 

there  signed  an  association  of  the  nature  and  16.  Mr.  Fox,  regulariy  and  sysi 

tendency  of  those  he  had  the  night  before  so  and  with  a  diligence  long  unusual 

vehemently  condemned ;    and  several  of  his  every  thing  he  could  to  countenanc 

particular  and.  most  intimate  Hends,  inhabi-  principle  (^fraternity  and  connecli< 

tants  of  that  parish,  attended  and  signed  along  jacobins  abroad,  and  the  national 

with  him.  of  France,  for  which  these  officers 

14.  Immediately  after  this  extraordinary  removed  fix>m  the  Guards.  For  ^ 
step,  and  in  order  perfectly  to  defeat  the  ends  (feeble  and  lax  indeed,  and  fiur  si 
of  that  association  against  jacobin  publica-  vigour  required  by  the  conjun 
tions,  (which,  contrary  to  his  opinions,  he  brought  in  for  removing  out  of  thi 
had  promoted  and  signed)  a  misdiievous  so-  the  emissaries  of  France,  Mr.  Foi 
ciety  was  formed  under  his  auspices,  called,  with  all  his  mi^t.  He  pursued  > 
ihe  Friends  of  the  lU)erty  of  the  presa.  Their  and  detailed  opposition  to  it,  thro 
title  groundlesriy  insinuated,  that  the  fi^edom  stages,  describing  it  as  a  measure 
of  the  press  had  lately  suffered,  or  was  now  the  existing  treaties  between  Gn 
threatened  with  some  violation.  This  socio-  and  France ;  as  a  vidation  of  the 
ty  was  only,  in  reali^,  another  modification  tions,  and  as  an  outrage  on  the  gi 
of  the  society  calling  itself  the  FHenda  of  the  itself. 

PeopUf  which,  in  the  preceding  summer  had  17.  In  the  same  manner,  and  wi 

caused  so  much  uneasiness  in  the  Duke  of  heat,  he  opposed  a  bill,  which,  (tt 

Portland's  mind,  and  in  the  minds  of  several  ward  and  inartificial  in  its  constro 

of  his  friends.    This  new  socie^  was  com-  right  and  wise  in  its  principle,  and 

posed  of  many,  if  not  most  of  the  members  of  dented   in  the   best    times,    and 

the  dub  of  the  Priende  of  the  PeopUt  with  necessary  at  that  juncture,— I  meai 

^  addition  of  a  vast  multitude  of  others,  torous  Ccurrespondence  Bill.    By  t 

(such  as  Mr.  H(Mrne  Tooke)  of  the  worst  and  die  enemy,  rendered  infinitely  da 

most  seditious  dispositions  that  could  be  found  the  links  of  real  fibction  and  {h^U 

in  the  whole  kin^iom.    In  the  first  meeting  merce,    would   have    been    (had 

of  this  dub,  Mr.  Erskine  lock  the  lead,  and  succeeded,)  «iabled  to  carry  on  the 

directly  (without  any  disavowal  ever  since  on  us  by  our  own  resources.    For  th 

Mr.  Fox's  part)  made  use  vf  hu  name  and  that  enemy  would  have  had  his 

aiUhorily  in  favour  ofite  formaUon  andpur-^  traitors  in  the  midst  of  us. 

poeea.    In  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Erskine  18.  When  at  length  war  was  s 

had  thanks  for  his  defence  of  Painey  whidi  dared,  by  the  usurpers  in  Fran 

amounted  to  a  complete  avowal  of  that  jacobin  this  kingdom,  and  dedared  whilst 

incendiary ;  dse  it  is  impossible  to  know  how  pretending  a  negotiation  through 

Mr.  Ersldne  should  have  deserved  such  mark-  with  Lord  Auckland,  Mr.  Fox  sdll 

ed  applauses  for  acting  merely  fcs  a  lawyer  for  through  the  whde  of  the  proceedi 

his  fee,  in  the  ordinary  ooorse  of  his  profes-  credit  the  national  honour  and  jual 

sion.  dirow  the  entire  blauM  of  die  war 

16.  Indeed  Mr.  Fox  appeared  the  general  ment,  and  on  his  own  ooontry,  as  i 

patnm  of  all  such  persons  and  proceedings,  videnoe,  haughtiness,  and  want 

When  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  other  He  fi:«quendy  asserted,  both  at  th 

persons,  for  practices  of  the  most  dangerous  ever  since,  that  the  war,  tfaoug)h  < 

kind,  in  Paris  and  in  London,  were  removed  France,  was  provoked  by  us,  and 

fiom  the  king's  guards,  Mr.  Fox  took  occa^  whdly  unnecessaiy,  and  fundament 

sion,  in  the  house  of  commons,  heavily  to  cen-  19.  He  has  lost  no  opportunity  o 

sure  that  act  as  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  the  most  virulent  manner,  and  i 
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ItBgoagOy  at  mrj  fereign  power  Mlabluh.    In  riioct,  the  wlmlt  «f  thtM  rtw* 
vidi  wiwm  we  eoakl  now,  or  at  any  time,  lutions  appeared  to  have  but  cne  drift-HianM- 
eoninet  any  oaefiil  or  effectual  alliance  against  ly,  the  sacrifice  of  our  own  domettic  difnity 
Fiance,  declaring  that  he  hoped  no  alliance  and  safe^,  and  the  independency  of  Europe, 
with  those  powers  was  made,  ae  was  in  a  to  the  support  of  this  strange  mixture  (^anar- 
tnin  of  being  made.'*'    He  always  expressed  chy  and  tyranny  which  prevails  in  France,  and 
himsdf  with  the  utmost  horrour  concerning  which  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  were  pleased  to 
SQch  alliances,  so  did  all  his  phalanx.    Mr.  call  a  government.     The  immediate  conse- 
Sheridan  in  particular,  afler  one  cX  his  inveo-  quences  of  these  measures  was  (by  an  example, 
tives  against  those  powers,  sitting  by  him,  the  ill  effects  of  which,  on  the  whole  worid,  are 
nid,  with  manifest  marks  of  his  approbation,  not  to  be  calculated)  to  secure  the  robbers  of 
dua  if  we  must  go  to  war,  he  had  rather  go  to  the  innocent  nobility,  gentry,  and  ecdesiastica 
wtr  alone  than  with  such  allies.  of  France,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  spoil  they 
!0.  Immediately  afler  the  French  declare-  have  made  of  the  estates,  houses,  aiid  goods 
tim  of  war  against  us,  parliament  addressed  of  their  feOow-citizens. 
the  king  in  support  of  the  war  against  them,  21.  Not  satisfied  with  moving  these  resolu- 
ts  just  and  necessary,  and  provc^ed  as  wdl  tions,  tending  to  confirm  this  horrible  tyranny 
M  formeiiy  declared  against  Grreat  Britain,  and  robbery,  and  with  actually  dividing  the 
He  did  not  divide  the  house  upon  this  mea^  house  on  the  first  of  the  long  string  which  they 
ane;  yet  he  immediately  followed  this  our  composed,  in  a  few  days  afterwards  he  encou- 
niemn  parliamentary  engagement  to  the  king,  raged  and  supported  Mr.  Grey  in  producing 
widi  a  motion  proposing  a  set  of  resdutions,  the  very  same  string  in  a  new  form,  and  in 
tlie  effect  (^  which  was,  that  the  two  houses  moving  under  the  shape  of  an  address  of  par- 
were  to  k)ad  themselves  with  every  kind  of  liament  to  the  crown,  another  virulent  libel  on 
npnacb  for  having  made  the  address,  which  all  its  own  proceedings  in  this  session,  in  which 
tiiey  lad  just  carried  to  the  throne.    He  com-  not  oiily  all  the  ground  of  the  resolutions  was 
Beneed  this  kmg  string  of  criminatory  resdu-  again  travelled  over,  but  much  new  inflamnm- 
tiou  against  his  country,  (if  king,  lords  and  tory  matter  was  introduced.    In  particular,  a 
conmons  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  decided  charge  was  made  that  Great  Britain  had  not 
in^ty  without  doors  are  his  country)  vsiih  interposed  to  prevent  the  last  partition  of  Po- 
^  decbrttfion  agcdtut   intermeddUng  m  the  land.   On  this  head  the  party  dwelt  very  largely, 
^fitmour  concerns  of  Prance.    The  purport  and  very  vehemently.    Mr.  Fox's  intention, 
tf  this  resolution  of  non-interference,  is  a  thing  in  the  cnoice  of  this  extraordinary  topic,  was 
onezBiBpled  in  the  history  of  the  world,  when  evident  enough.    He  well  knows  two  things ; 
ooe  sation  has  been  actually  at  war  with  ano-  first,  that  no  wise  or  honest  man  con  approve 
Iher.    The  best  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  of  that  partition,  or  can  contemplate  it  without 
pv«  DO  sort  of  countenance  to  this  doctrine  of  prognosticating  great  mischief  firom  it  to  all 
>QQ>interference,  in  the  extent  and  maimer  in  countries  at  some  future  time.    Secondly,  he 
*^  he  used  it,  even  when  there  i»  no  toar,  knows  quite  as  well,  that,  let  our  opinions  on 
When  the  war  exists,  not  one  authority  is  that  partition  be  what  they  will,  England,  by 
H^nat  it  in  an  its  latitude.    His  doctrine  is  itself,  is  not  in  a  situation  to  afford  to  Poland 
f^ptSbf  contrary  to  the  enemy's  uniform  prac-  any  assistance  whatsoever.     The  purpose  of 
|Ke,  who,  whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  makes  the  introduction  of  Pdish  politics  into  this  dis- 
^  his  great  aim  not  only  to  change  the  govern-  cussion,  was  not  for  the  sake  of  Poland ;  it  was 
■cut,  but  to  make  an  entire  revolution  in  the  to  throw  an  odium  upon  those  who  are  obliged 
vhole  of  the  social  order  in  every  country.  to  decline  the  cause  of  justice  from  their  im- 
Hw  object  of  the  last  of  this  extraordinary  possibility  of  supporting  a  cause  which  they 
(trJBg  of  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  approve ;  as  if  we,  who  think  more  strongly  on 
to  advise  tiie  crown  not  to  enter  into  such  an  this  subject  than  he  does,  were  of  a  party 
wgageaaeut  with  any  foreign  power,  so  as  to  against  Poland,  because  we  are  obliged  to  act 
nder  oa  fitxn  making  a  aeparate  peace  with  with  some  of  the  authors  of  that  injustice, 
Piinee,  or  which  mi^t  tend  to  enable  any  of  against  our  common  enemy,  France.    But  the 
ihosB  powers  to  introduce  a  government  in  that  great  and  leading  purpose  of  this  introduction 
coortrj,  other  than  such  as  tbM)se  persons  whom  of  Poland  into  the  debates  on  the  French  war, 
^caBs  the  people  of  France,  shall  choose  to  was  to  divert  the  public  attention  tram  what 

...                                              ^ ,  was  in  our  power,  that  is,  from  a  steady  co- 

le^liiroiSr'SioW.  '^rt^^^JTo  «r»r.,i«n. gainst  F™»,.o.q„.,«lwiJb  4. 

**«*  an  alliance  with  Spain  might  be  proper.  allies  for  the  sake  of  a  Polish  war,  which,  Mr 

Vol.  II.— 10 
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•By  naefiil  purpose  to  Poland,  be  knew  it  was  also  hare  known,  that  the  oooventiao  had 
out  of  our  power  to  make.    If  England  can  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  <»  a  pn^xxntioa 
touch  Poland  ever  so  remotely,  it  must  be  to  give  some  sort  of  explanati<Mi  or  modifica* 
through  the  medium  of  alliances.    But  by  at-  tion  to  the  hostile  decree  of  the  19th  of  No- 
tacking  all  the  oondbined  powers  together  ibr  vember,  for  exciting  insurrections  in  all  coon- 
their  supposed  unjust  aggression  upon  France,  tries ;  a  decree  known  to  be  peculiarly  punted 
he  bound  them  by  a  new  common  interest,  not  at  Great  Britain.     The  whole  proceeding  of 
separately  to  join  England  for  the  rescue  of  the  French  administration  was  the  most  remote 
Poland.     The  prt^xMition  could  only  mean  to  that  could  be  imagined  from  furnishing  any  io- 
do  what  all  tl^  writers  of  his  party  in  the  dication  of  a  pacific  dispositicMi :  for  at  tiie 
Morning  Chronicle  have  aimed  at  persuading  very  time  in  which  it  was  pretended  diat  Ae 
the  public  to,  through  the  whole  of  the  last  jacobins  entertained  those  boasted  pacific  io- 
autumn  and  winter,  aiid  to  this  hour ;  that  is,  tentions,  at  the  very  time  in  which  Mr.  Fos 
to  an  alliance  with  the  jacobins  of  France,  for  was  urging  a  treaty  with  them,  not  oooteot 
the  pretended  purpose  of  succouring  Poland,  with  refusing  a  modification  of  the  decree  for 
This  curious  project  would  leave  to  Great  insurrecti(His,  they  published  their  ever  memo* 
Britain  no  other  aUy  in  all  Europe,  except  its  rable  decree  of  the  15th  (^December,  1792,  for 
old  enemy,  France.  disorganizing  every  country  in  Europe,  into 
22.  Mr.  Fox,  after  the  first  day's  discussion  whidi  they  should  on  any  occasion  set  their 
on  the  question  for  the  address,  was  at  length  foot ;  and  on  the  25th  aind  the  SOth  of  tbe 
driven  to  admit — (to  admit  rather  than  to  urge,  same  month,  they  solemnly,  and  on  the  last 
and  that  very  faintly,)  that  France  had  disco-  of  these  days,  practically  confirmed  that  decree, 
vered  ambitious  views,  which  none  of  his  23.  But  Mr.  Fox  had  himself  taken  good 
partisans,  that  I  recollect,  (Mr.  Sheridan  ex-  care  in  the  negotiation    he    proposed,  that 
cepted,)  did,  however,  either  urge  or  admit.  France  should  not  be  obliged  to  make  any  very 
What  is  remaricable  enou^,  all  the  points  ad-  great  concessions  to  her  presumed  moderatkn 
mitted  against  the  jacobins,  were  brought  to  — for  he  had  laid  down  one  general  oompre* 
bear  in  their  fovour  as  much  as  those  in  which  hensive  rule,  with  him  (as  he  said)  constant 
they  were  defended.     For  when  Mr.  Fox  ad-  and  inviolable.     This  rule,  in  &ct,  would  not 
mitted  that  the  conduct  of  the  jacobins  did  di»-  only  have  left  to  the  faction  in  France,  aB  tbe 
cover  ambition,  he  always  ended  his  admission  property  and  power  they  had  usurped  at  home 
of  their  ambitious  views  by  an  apology  for  but  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  conquests  ¥^idi  bj 
them,  insisting,  that  the  universaUy  hostile  their  atrocious  perfidy  and  violence,  they  had 
disposition  shewn  to  them,  rendered  their  am-  made  abroad.     The  principle  laid  down  by 
bition  a  sort  of  defensive  policy.     Thus,  on  Mr.  Fox,  is  this,  "  That  every  Hate,  in  A< 
whatever  roads  he  travelled,  they  all  terminated  coTtdusion  of  a  toar,  has  a  right  to  avail  Ut^f 
in  recommending  a  recognition  of  their  pre-  of  its  conquer  towards  an  tmiemn\/Ecafum. 
tended  republic,  and  in  the  plan  of  sending  an  This  principle  (true  or  folse)  is  totally  contrary 
ambassador  to  it.     This  was  the  burthen  ^all  to  the  policy  which  this  country  has  pursued 
his  song—"  Every  thing  which  we  could  rea-  with  France,  at  various  periods,  particuUily 
sonably  hope  from  war,  would  be  obtained  from  at  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  in  the  last  century) 
treaty."    It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  and  at  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapeUe,  in  ^ 
in  all  these  debates,  Mr.  Fox  never  once  stated  Whatever  the  merits  of  his  rule  may  be,  ^ 
to  the  house  upon  what  ground  it  was  he  con-  the  eyes  of  neutral  judges,  it  is  a  rule  which 
ceived,  that  aU  the  objects  of  the  French  sys-  no  statesman  before  him  ever  laid  down  in 
tem  of  united  fanaticism  and  ambition  would  favour  of  the  adverse  power  with  whom  ha 
instantly  be  given  up  whenever  England  should  was  to  negotiate.    The  adverse  party  himadf) 
think  fit  to  propose  a  treaty.     On  proposing  so  may  safely  be  trusted  to  take  care  dt  his  oi0S 
strange  a  recognition,  and  so  humiliating  an  aggrandisement.    But  (as  if  the  black  bozea 
embassy  as  he  moved,  he  was  bound  to  pro-  of  the  several  parties  had  been  exchanged) 
duce  his  authority,  if  any  authority  he  had.  Mr.  Fox's  English  ambassador,  by  some  odd 
He  ouorht  to  have  done  this  the  rather,  because  mistake,  would  find  himself  charged  with  die 
Le  Brun,  in  his  first  propositi(His,  and  in  his  concerns  of  France.     If  we'  were  to  leavt 
answers  by  lord  Grenviile,  defended,  on  prin^  France  as  she  stood  at  the  time  when  Mr. 
dple,  not  on  temporary  convenience,  every  Fox  proposed  to  treat  with  her,  that  formidahk 
thing  which  was  objected  to  France,  and  shew-  power  must  have  been  infinitely  strengthened, 
ed  not  the  smallest  disposition  to  give  up  any  and  almost  every  other  power  in  Europe  ai 
pne  of  the  points  of  discussion.    Mr.  Fox  must  much  weakened,  by  the  extraordinary  btn 
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e  laid  for  a  treaty.    For  Avignon  per  to  take  a  step  beyond  erery  ezpectatioo, 

rom  the  Pope  ;  Savoy  (at  least)  from  and  which  demonstrated  his  wonderful  eager^ 

of  Sardinia,  if  not  Nice.     Liege,  ness  and  perseverance  in  his  cause,  as  well  as 

3alm,  Deuz-Ponts,  and  Bale,  must  the  nature  and  true  character  of  the  cause 

ted  from  Germany.    On  this  side  c^  itself.     This  step  was  taken  by  Mr.  Fox  im- 

»,  Liege,  (at  least,)  must  be  lost  to  mediately  after  his  giving  his  assent  to  die 

e,  and  added  to  France.    Mr.  Fox's  grant  of  supply  voted  to  him  by  Mr.  Serjeant 

rinciple  fully  covered  all  this.    How  Adair  and  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  who  as- 

hese  territories  came  within  his  rule,  sumed  to  themselves  to  act  in  the  name  of  the 

attempted  to  define.    He  kept  a  pro-  public.    In  the  instrument  of  his  acceptance 

9nce  as  to  Germany.     As  to  the  of  this  grant,  Mr.  Fox  took  occasion  to  assure 

ids  he  was  something  more  explicit,  them,  that  he  would  always  persevere  m  the 

if  I  recollect  right)  that  France  on  tame  conduct  which  had  procured  to  him  so 

,  might  expect  something  towards  honourable  a  mark  of  the  public  approbation, 

ling  her  frontier.    As  to  the  remain-  He  was  as  good  as  his  word, 

of  the  Netherlands,  which  he  sup-  25.  It  was  not  long  before  an  opportunity 

ance  might  consent  to  surrender,  he  was  found,  or  made,  for  proving  the  sincerity 

ir  as  to  declare  that  England  ought  of  his  pn^ssicms,  and  demonstrating  his  grati- 

»rmit  the  emperour  to  be  repossessed  tude  to  those  who  have  given  public  and  une- 

lainder  of  the  ten  Provinces,  but  that  quivocal  marks  of  their  approbation  of  his  late 

should  choose  such  a  form  of  inde-  conduct.    One  of  the  most  virulent  of  the  jaco- 

govemment    as    they  liked.     This  bin  faction,  Mr.  Gumey,  a  banker  of  Norwich, 

n  <^  Mr.  Fox  was  just  the  arrange-  had  all  along  distinguished    himself  by  his 

ch  the  usurpation  in  France  had  all  French-  politics.    By  the  means  of  this  gentle- 

losed  to  make.    As  the  circumstances  man,  and  of  his  associates  of  the  same  descrip- 

liat  time,  and  have  been  ever  since,  tion,  one  of  the  most  insidious  and  dangerous 

isition  fully  indicated  what  govern-  hand-bills  that  ever  was  seen,  had  been  circu- 

Flemings  must  have  in  the  stated  lated  at  Norwich  against  the  war,  drawn  up 

what  was  lefl  to  them.    A  govern-  in  an  hypocritical  tone  of  compassion  for  the 

get  up  in  the  Netherlands,  whether  poor.     This  address  to  the  populace  of  Nor- 

ry,  or  by  the  choice  of  the  sans-cu-  wich  was  to  play  in  COTicert  with  an  address 

ho  he  well  knew  were  to  be  the  real  to  Mr.  Fox ;  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  Gumey, 

and  the  sole  electors)  in  whatever  and  the  higher  part  of  the  French  fraternity  in 

vas  to  exist,  must  evidendy  depend  that  town.    In  this  paper  Mr.  Fox  is  applaud- 

stence,  as  it  has  done  for  its  original  ed  for  his  conduct  throughout  the  session,  and 

,  on  France.     In  reality,  it  must  requested,  before  the  prorogation,  to  make  a 

id  in  that  point,  to  which,  piece  by  motion  for  an  immediate  peace  with  France. 

)  French  were  then  actually  bringing  26.  Mr.  Fox  did  not  revoke  to  this  suit;  he 

sdierlands ;  that  is,  an  inccn^ration  readily  and  thankfully  undertook  the  task  as- 

Qce,  as  a  body  of  new  deputments,  signed  to  him.    Not  content,  however,  with 

ayoy  and  Liege,  and  the  rest  of  their  merely  falling  in  with  their  wishes,  he  |Ht>- 

.  independent  popular  sovereignties,  posed  a  task  on  his  part  to  the  gentlemen  of  Nor- 

1  united  to  their  republic.    Such  an  wich,  which  was,  that  they  should  move  the 

ent  must  have  destroyed  Austria ;  it  people  without  doors  to  petition  agcnn^  the  war. 

s  left  Holland  always  at  the  mercy  of  Hesaid,  that  without  such  assistance,  little  good 

it  must  totally  and  for  ever  cut  o^  all  could  be  expected  from  any  thing  he  might  at- 

wmmunication  between  England  and  tempt  within  the  walls  of  the  house  of  com- 

leat.    Such  must  have  been  the  situ-  mons.    In  the  mean  time,  to  animate  his  Nor* 

Surope  according  to  Mr.  Fox's  sys-  wich  friends  in  their  endeavours  to  besiege 

litics,  however  laudable  his  personal  parliament,  he  snatched  the  first  opportunity 

nay  have  been  in  proposing  so  com-  to  give  notice  of  a  moticm,  which  he  very  Boon 

lange  in  the  whole  system  of  Great  afler  made,  namely,  to  address  the  crown  to 

with  regard  to  all  the  continental  make  peace  with  France.    The  address  was 

so  worded  as  to  co-operate  with  the  hand-bill 

tnr  it  had  been  generally  supposed  that  in  bringing  fbrward  matter  calculated  to  in* 

business  was  over  for  the  session,  and  flame  the  manu&cturers  throu^iout  the  khufp- 

Fox  had  exhausted  all  the  modes  of  dom. 

this  French  scheme,  he  thought  pro^  27.  In  support  of  hia  nnotioQ,  ho  dedtiined 
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in  the  most  Tirulent  strain,  even  beyond  any  clared  against  us.    Mr.  Fox  wdl  knew,  diat 

of  his  former  invectives,  against  every  poww  not  one  roan  argued  fi>r  the  necessity  of  avigor- 

with  whom  we  were  then,  and  are  now,  acting  ous  resistance  to  France,  who  did  not  state 

against  France.    In  the  moral  forum,  some  of  the  war  as  being  ior  the  very  existence  of  the 

these  powers  certainly  deserve  all  the  ill  he  socialorderhere,  and  in  every  part  of  Eun^; 

said  of  them;  but  the  jwZi/ico/ effect  aimed  at,  who  did  not  state  his  opinitm,  that  this  war 

evidently  was  to  turn  our  indignation  from  was  not  at  all  a  foreign  war  of  empire,  but  as 

France,  with  whom  we  were  at  war,  upon  much  for  our  liberties,  properties,  laws  and 

Russia,  or  Prussia,  or  Austria,  or  Sardinia,  religion,  and  even  more  so,  than  any  we  had 

or  all  of  them  together.    In  consequence  of  his  ever  been  engaged  in.     This  was  the  war, 

knowledge  that  we  could  not  effectually  do  which,  according  to  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Gumej, 

toithout  them,  and  his  resolution  that  we  should  we  were  to  abandon  before  the  enemy  had  felt, 

not  act  with  them,  he  proposed,  that  having,  as  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  impre8si<m  of  our 

he  asserted,  ''  obtained  the  only  avowed  object  arms. 

of  the  war,  (the  evacuation  of  Holland,)  we        29.    Had  Mr.   Fox's  disgraceful  proposal 
ou^t  to  conclude  an  instant  peace."  been  complied  with,  this  kin^om  would  have 
28.  Mr.  Fox  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  been  stained  with  a  blot  of  perfidy  hitherto 
mistaken  basis  upon  which  his  motion  was  without  an  example  in  our  history,  and  with 
grounded.    He  was  not  ignorant,  that,  though  far  less  excuse  than  any  act  of  perfidy  whidi 
the  attempt  of  Dumourier  on  Holland,   (so  we  fiiHl  in  the  history  of  any  other  nation. 
very  near  succeeding,)  and  the  navigaticm  of  The  moment  when  by  the  incredible  exertions 
the  Scheld  (a  part  of  the  same  piece,)  were  of  Austria  (very  little  through  oui^s)  the  tem- 
among  the  immediaie  causes,  they  were  by  no  porary  deliverance  of  Holland  (in  effect  our 
means  the  only  causes  alleged  for  parliament's  own  deliverance)  had  been  achieved,  he  ad- 
taking    that    offence    at    the  proceedings  of  vised  the  house  instantly  to  abandcm  her  to 
France,  for  which  the  jacobins  were  so  prompt  that  very  enemy,  from  whose  arms  she  bad 
in  declaring  war  upon  this  kingdom.    Other  fi-eed  ourselves,  and  the  closest  of  our  allies, 
full  as  weighty  causes  had  been  alleged :  they        SO.   But  we  are  not  to  be  imposed  on  by 
were,  1.  The  general  overbearing  and  despe-  forms  of  language.    We  must  act  on  the  sub* 
rate  ambition  of  that  faction.    2.  Their  actual  stance  of  things.     To  abandon  Austria  in  this 
attacks  <m  every  nati<m  in  Europe.    3.  Their  manner,  was  to  abandon  Holland  itselfl    Fo( 
usurpation  of  territories  in  the  empire  with  the  suppose  France,  encouraged  and  strengthened 
governments  of  which  they  had  no  pretence  of  as  she  must  have  been  by  our  treacherous 
quarrel.    4.  Their  perpetual  and  irrevocable  desertion,  suppose  France,  I  say,  to  succeed 
consolidation  with   their  own  dominions  of  against  Austria,  (as  she  had  succeeded  the 
every  territory  of  the  Netherlands,  of  Ger-  very  year  before)  England  would,  afler  iti 
many,  and  of  Italy,  of  which  they  have  got  a  disarmament,  have  nothing  in  the  world  bul 
temporary  possession.    6.  The  mischief  at^  the  inviolable  &ith  of  jacobinism,  and  th« 
tending  Uie  prevalence  of  their  system,  which  steady  politics  of  anarchy   to  depend   upoo, 
would  make  the  success  of  their  ambitious  de-  against   France's    renewing    the  very  same 
signs  a  new  and  peculiar  species  of  calamity  attempts  upon  Holland,  and  renewing  thean 
in  the  workl.    6.  Their  formal  public  decrees,  (considering  what  Holland  was  and  is)  wtd) 
particularly  those  oC  the  1 9th  of  November,  much  better  prospects  of  success.    Mr.  Foi 
and  15th  and  25th  of  December.     7.  Their  must  have  been  well  aware,  that  if  we  were  tc 
notorious  attempts  to  undermine  the  ccmstitu-  break  with  the  greater  continental  powers,  ami 
tion  of  this  country.    8.  Their  public  recep-  particularly  to  come  to  a  rupture  with  them,  in 
tion  of  deputations  of  traitors  for  that  direct  the  violent  and  intemperate  mode  in  which  he 
purpose.    9.  Their  murder  of  their  sovereign,  would  have  made  the  breach,  the  defence  el 
declared  by  most  o£  the  members  of  the  cod>  Holland  against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  a  strooi 
vention,  who  spoke  with  their  vote,  (without  domestic  &ction,  must  hereafter  rest  soletj 
a  disavowal  fi'om  any,)  to  be  perpetrated,  as  upon  England,  without  the  chance  of  a  sio^ 
an  example  to  aU  kings,  and  ajn'ecedent  for  aU  ally,  either  on  that  or  on  any  other  occasioii. 
subjects  to  follow.    All  these,  and  not  the  So  &r  as  to  the  pretended  sole  object  of  the 
Scheld  alone,  or  the  invasion  of  Hdland,  were  war,  which  Mr.  Fox  supposed  to  be  so  eom- 
urged  by  the  minister,  and  by  Mr.  Windham,  {Jetely  obtained,  (but  which  then  was  n<^  al 
by  myself,  and  by  others  who  spoke  in  those  all,  and  at  this  day  is  not  completely  obtained,) 
debates,  as  causes  for  bringing  France  to  a  as  to  leave  us  nodiing  else  to  do,  than  to  cnlti* 
of  her  wrong  in  the  war  which  she  de-  vate  a  peacefiil,  quiet  conrespondeoM  with 
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dbn  qniet,  peaceable,  and  moderate  people,  of  which  the  reooveiy  of  Savoy  waa  the  eaumu 

thejioobuM  of  France,  federis.    In  the  teeth  of  ihia  treaty,  Mr.  Fox 

SI.  To  induce  us  to  this,  Mr.  Fox  laboured  proposed  a  direct  and  most  scandaJoua  breach 

hard  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  powers  with  of  our  &ith,  formerly  and  recently  given.    But 

whom  we  acted,  were  full  as  ambitious  and  as  to  surrender  Savoy,  was  to  surrender  a  great 

(perfidious  as  the  French.     This  might  be  true  deal  more  than  so  many  square  acres  of  land, 

as  to  9ther  nations.     They  had  not,  however,  or  so  much  revenue.    In  iUi  consequences,  the 

been  so  to  us  or  to  Holland.    He  produced  no  surrender  of  Savoy,  was  to  make  a  surrender 

proof  of  active  ambition  and  ill  &ith  against  to  France  of  Switzerland  and  Italy,  of  both 

Austria.    But  suj^Ktsing  the  combined  pow-  which  countries,  Savoy  is  the  key — as  it  is 

ers  had  been  all  thus  faithless,  and  been  all  known    to  ordinary   speculators  in  politics, 

alike  so,  there  was  one  circumstance  which  though  it  may  not  be  known  to  the  weavers  in 

made  an  essential  difference  between  them  Norwich,  who,  it  seems  are,  by  Mr.  Fox, 

ud  France.    I  need  not  therefore  be  at  the  called  to  be  the  judges  in  this  matter. 

trouble  of  contesting  this  point,  which,  how-  33.  A  sure  way  indeed,  to  encourage  France 

ever,  in  this  latitude,  and  as  at  all  affecting  not  to  make  a  surrender  of  this  key  of  Italy 

Great  Britain  and  Holland,  I  deny  utterly :  and  Switzerland,  or  of  Mentz,  the  key  of  Ger- 

be  it  so.    But  the  great  monarchies  have  it  in  many,  or  of  any  other  object  whatsoever  which 

their  power  to  keep  their  faith  if  they  please,  she  holds,  is  to  let  her  see,  that  the  people  of 

because  they  are  governments  of  established  England  raise  a  clamour  against  the  war  be* 

tnd  recognised  authority  at  home  and  abroad,  fore  terms  vxre  so  much  as  proposed  on  any 

France  had,  in  reality,  no  government.     The  side.    From  that  moment,  the  jacobins  would 

very  fiustions  who  exercised  power,  had  no  be  masters  of  the  terms. — They  would  know, 

stability.      The  French  conventicMi  had  no  that  parliament,  at  all  hazards,  would  force  the 

powers  of  peace  or  war.    Supposing  the  con-  king  to  a  separate  peace.     The  crown  could 

vottioD  to  be  free  (most  assuredly  it  was  not)  not,  in  that  case,  have  any  use  of  its  judgment. 

they  had  shewn  no  disposition  to  abandon  their  Parliament  could  not  possess  more  judgment 

projects.    Though  long  driven  out  of  Liege,  it  than  the  crown,  when  beseiged  (as  Mr.  Fox 

^<^  not  many  days  before  Mr.  Fox^s  motion,  proposed  to  Mr.  Gurney,)  by  the  cries  of  the 

ftat  they  still  continued  to  claim  it  as  a  coun-  manufacturers.     This  description  of  men  Mr. 

(7,  which  their  principles  of  fraternity  bound  Fox   endeavoured  in  his  speech,  by  every 

tbem  to  protect,  that  is  to  subdue  and  to  regu-  method,  to  irritate  and  inflame.    In  effect,  his 

Iste  at  their   pleasure.    That    party  which  two  speeches  were,  through  the  whole,  nothing 

Mr.  Fox  inclined  most  to  &vour  and  trust,  more  than  an  amplification  of  the  Norwich 

>Qd  fiom  which  he  must  have  received  his  hand-bill.    He  rested  the  greatest  part  of  hia 

ttanirances  (if  any  he  did  receive)  that  is,  the  arguments  on  the  distress  of  trade,  which  he 

^riasotma,  were  then  either  prisoners  or  fugi-  attributed  to  the  war ;  though  it  was  obvious 

tires.    The  party  which  prevailed  over  them  to  any  tderably  good  observation,  and  much 

(that  of  Danton  and  Marat)  was  itself  in  a  more  must  have  been  clear  to  such  an  obser- 

tottering  condition,  and  was  disowned  by  a  vation  as  his,  that  the  then  difficulties  of  the 

venr  great  part  df  France.    To  say  nothing  of  trade  and  manufactures  could  have  no  sort  oC 

^  royal  party  who  were  powerful  and  grow-  connection  with  our  share  in  it.    The  war  had 

B>g,  and  who  had  full  as  good  a  right  to  claim  hardly  begun.    We  had  suffered  neither  by 

to  be  the  legitimate  government  as  any  of  the  spoil,  nor  by  defeat,  nor  by  disgrace  of  any 

I^arisian  Actions  widi  whom  he  proposed  to  kind.    Public  credit  was  so  little  impaired, 

treat— or    rather   (as  it  seemed    to  me)   to  that  instead  of  being  supported  by  any  extra- 

airrender  at  discretion.  ordinary  aids  from  individuals,  it  advanced  a 

SS.  But  when  Mr.  Fox  began  to  come  from  credit  to  individuals   to  the  amount  of  five 

his  general  hopes  of  the  moderation  of  the  jaco-  millions,  for  the  support  of  trade  and  manufao- 

bins,  to  particulars,  he  put  the  case,  that  they  tures,   under  their  temporary  difficulties,  a 

Blight  not  perlmpe  be  willing  to  surrender  thing  before  never  heard  of ; — a  thing  of  which 

Savoy.    He  certaiidy  was  not  willing  to  con-  I  do  not  commend  the  policy— but  on\y  state 

teat  that  point  with  them ;  but  plainly  and  ex-  it,  to  shew,  that  Mr.  Fox's  ideas  of  the  effects 

plicitly  (as  I  understood  him)  proposed  to  let  of  war  were  without  any  trace  of  foundation, 

them  keep  it ;   though  he  knew  (or  he  was  34.  It  is  impossible  not  to  connect  the  argu- 

Bmcb  worse  informed  than  he  would  be  thought)  menti*  and  proceedings  <£  a  party  with  that  of 

t^  England  had,  at  the  very  time,  agreed  on  its  leader — especially  when  not  disavowed  or 

^  terms  of  a  treaty  wilh  the  king  oif  Sardinia,  controulled  by  him.    Mr.  Fox's  partisans  de- 
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rl«im  againft  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  except  of  more  than  one  side  of  the  qjoestka.    It  is  it 

the  jacobina,  juat  aa  he  doea ;  but  not  having  least  as  unjustifiable  to  inflamr  die  paasiomof 

the  same  reasona  for  management  and  caution  such  judges  against  Ito  aide,  infrTonrofwliii^ 

which  he  haa,  thoy  speali  out.    He  satisfies  they  cannot  so  modi  as  ooafvdieiid  die  argn- 

himself  merely  with  making  his  invectives,  and  ments.    Before  the  prevaleooe  of  die  Vrm 

leavea  othera  to  draw  the  conclusion.    But  system  (which  aa  &r  as  it  has  gone  has  eztia- 

they  produce  their  Polish  interposition,  for  the  guished  the  salutary  prejudice  caOed  oarcooD- 

express  purpose  of  leading  to  a  French  aUiance.  try)  nobody  was  more  sensible  of  diis  inqw 

They  urge  their  Frencn  peace,  in  order  to  tant  truth  than  Mr.  Fox ;  and  nothing  wu 

make  a  junction  with  the  jacobina  to  oppose  more  prc^r  and  pertinent,  or  was  moie  SAii 

the  powers,  whom,  in  their  language  they  call  the  time,  than  his  reprimand  to  Mr.  Wilbe^ 

despots,  and  their  leaguea,  a  combination  of  force  for  an  inconsiderate  exjNreasion  which 

despots.      Indeed,  no  man  can  look  on  the  tended  to  call  in  the  judgment  of  the  poor,  to 

present  poeture  of  Europe  with  the  least  degree  estimate  the  policy  of  war  upon  die  stan^ 

of  discernment,  who  will  not  be  thoroughly  of  the  taxes  they  may  be  obliged  to  pay  toward 

convinced,  that  England  must  be  the  fiut  its  support. 

friend  or  the  determined  enemy  of  France.  36.  It  is  &tally  known,  that  the  great  olgect 
There  ia  no  medium ;  and  I  do  not  think  Mr.  of  the  jacobin  system  is  to  excite  the  kment 
Fox  to  be  so  dull  aa  not  to  observe  this.    His  description  of  the  people  to  range  tfa^nsdies 
peace  would  have  involved  ua  instantly  in  the  under  ambitious  men,  for  the  pillage  and  de- 
moat  extensive  and  most  ruinous  wars ;  at  the  stniction  of  the  more  eminent  CMrders  aod 
same  time  that  it  would  have  made  a  broaid  claases  of  the  community.    The  thing,  dia«- 
highway   (across  which  no  human  wisdom  fore,  that  a  man  not  fimatically  attached  to  diat 
could  put  an  oflfectual  barrier,)  for  a  mutual  dreadfiil  project,  would  most  studiously  avoid, 
intercourse  with  the  fraternizing  jacobins  of  is,  to  act  a  part  with  the  Frendi  Prepagmd' 
both  sides.    The  consequences  of  which,  those  isto,  in  attributing  (as  they  constant^  do)  iH 
will  certainly  not  provide  against,  who  do  not  wars  and  all  the  consequences  of  wars,  to  the 
dread  or  dislike  them.  pride  of  those  orders,  and  to  their  contenqpt  of 
36.  It  is  not  amiss  in  this  place  to  enter  a  the  weak  and  indigent  part  of  die  socie^> 
little  more  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the  principal  The  ruling  jacobins  insist  upon  it,  that  even 
arguments  on  which  Mr.  Fox  thought  proper  the  wars  which  they  carry  on  with  so  mnch 
to  rest  this  his  grand  and  concluding  motion,  obstinacy  against  all  nations,  are  made  to  pre- 
particularly  such  as  wore  drawn  fVom  the  inter-  vent  the  poor  fix>m  any  longer  being  the  instiiH 
nal  state  of  our  affairs.    Under  a  specious  ap>  ments  and  victims  (^  kings,  nobles,  and  ibfi 
pearance,  (not  uncommonly  put  on  by  men  o£  aristocracy  of  burghers  and  rich  men.    The) 
unscrupulous  ambition,)  that  of  tenderness  and  pretend  that  the  destruction  of  kings,  noblea 
oompaasion  to  the  poor ;  he  did  his  best  to  and  the  aristocracy  of  burghers  and  rich  men 
appeal  to  the  judgments  of  the  meanest  and  is  the  mily  means  of  estaUishing  an  univeras 
most  ignorant  of  the  people  on  the  merits  of  the  and  perpetual  peace.    This  is  the  ^reat  drU 
war.    He  had  before  done  something  of  the  of  all  their  writings  from  the  time  of  the  me^ 
same  dangerous  kind  in  his  printed  letter,  ing  of  the  states  of  France  in  1789,  to  the  pub 
The  ground  of  a  political  war  is  of  all  things  lication  of  the  last  Morning  Chronicle.     The; 
that  which  the  poor  labourer  and  manu&cturer  insist  that  even  the  war  which,  with  so  mod 
are  the  least  capable  of  conceiving.    This  sort  boldness  they  have  declared  against  all  nation 
of  people  know  in  general  that  they  must  suder  is  to  prevent  the  poor  fi'om  becoming  the  in 
by  war.    It  is  a  matter  to  which  they  are  suf-  struments  and  victims  of  these  persons  aa 
ficiently  competent,  because  it  is  a  matter  of  descriptions.    It  is  but  too  easy,  if  you  one 
feeling.    The  cauaet  of  a  war  are  not  matters  teach  poor  labourers  and  mechanics  to  d^ 
offeeling,  but  of  reason  and  foresight,  and  oflen  their  prejudices,  and  as  this  has  been  don 
of  remote  considerations,  and  of  a  very  great  with  an  industry  scarcely  credible,  to  subati 
combination  of  circumstances,  which  Viey  are  tute  the  principles  of  fratemi^  in  the  room  oi 
utterly  incapable  of  comprehending ;  and,  in-  that  salutary  prejudice  called  our  country :  j 
deed,  it  is  not  every  man  in  the  highest  classes  is,  I  say,  but  too  easy  to  persuade  them  agree 
who  is  altogether  equal  to  it.    Nothing,  in  a  ably  to  what  Mr.  Fox  hints  in  his  public  let 
general  sense,  appears  to  me  less  fiiir  and  jus-  ter,  that  this  war  is,  and  that  the  other  war 
tifiable,  (even  if  no  attempt  were  made  to  in-  have  been,  the  wars  of  kings ;  it  is  easy  ti 
flame  the  passions)  than  to  submit  a  matter  persuade  them  that  the  terrours  even  of  a  lb 
on  discusaion  to  a  tribuxial  incapable  of  judging  reign  conquest  are  not  terrours  for  ihtm    It  i 
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^ttf  to  pemubde  them  that,  for  their  part  they  nity  appean  to  me  to  have  been  the  goveming 
htm  Bodnng  to  lose ;  and  that  their  condition  principle.    It  might  be  ifaameful  for  any  roan, 
11  HOC  likely  to  be  altered  for  the  worse,  what-  above  the  vulgar,  to  shew  so  blind  a  partiality 
«w  party  may  happen  to  prevail  in  the  war.  even  to  his  own  country,  as  Mr.  Fox  appears, 
Under   any  circumstances    this   doctrine  is  on  all  occasions,  this  session,  to  have  shewn 
highly  dangerous,  as  it  tends  to  make  separate  to  France.    Had  Mr.  Fox  been  a  minister, 
parties  ofthe  higher  and  lower  orders,  and  to  put  and  proceeded  on  the  principles  laid  down  by 
their  interests  on  a  different  bottom.     But  if  him,  I  believe  there  is  little  doubt  he  would 
the  enemy  you  have  to  deal  with  should  ap-  have  been  considered   as  the  most  criminal 
pear,  as  France  now  appears,  under  the  very  statesman  that  ever  lived  in  this  country.    I 
■ame  and  title  of  the  deliverer  of  the  poor,  and  do  not  know  why  a  statesman  out  of  place  is 
the  diastiser  of  the  rich,  the  former  dass  would  not  to  be  judged  in  the  same  manner,  uiUess  we 
readily  become,  not  an  indifferent  spectator  of  can  excuse  him  by  pleading  in  his  fovour  a 
the  war,  but  would  be  ready  to  enlist  in  the  total  indifference  to  principle ;  and  that  he 
Action  of  the  enemy ;  which  they  would  eon-  would  act  and  think  in  quite  a  different  way 
aider,  though  under  a  foreign  name,  to  be  more  if  he  were  in  office.    This  I  will  not  suppose, 
connected  with  them  than  an  adverse  descrip-  One  may  think  better  of  him ;  and  that  in  case 
tioainthe  same  land.    All  the  props  of  so-  of  his  power  he  might  cliange  his  mind.     But 
ciet7  ^ould  be  drawn  from  us  by  tliese  doc-  supposing,  that  from  better  or  from  worse  mo- 
trioes,  and  the  very  foundati(Mis  of  the  public  tives,  he  might  change  his  mind  on  his  acqui- 
defisnce  would  give  way  in  an  instanL  siticm  of  the  favour  of  the  crown,  I  seriously 
\          37.  There  is  no  point  which  the  faction  of  fear  that  if  the  king  should  to-morrow  put 
fiatereity  in  England  have  laboured  more  than  power  into  his  hands,  and  that  his  good  genius 
to  excite  m  the  poor  the  horrour  of  any  war  would  inspire  him  with  maxims  very  different 
I       widi  France  up<m  any  occasion.    When  they  from  those  he  has  promulgated,  he  would  not 
feoad  tfiat  their  open  attacks  upon  our  consti-  be  able  to  get  the  better  of  the  ill  temper,  and 
tution  ia  lavoHr  of  a  French  republic  were  for  the  ill  doctrines,  he  has  been  the  means  dt  ex- 
the  present  repelled — they  put  the  matter  out  citing  and  propagating  throughout  the  kingdom. 
<f  sight,  and  have  taken  up  the  more  plausible  From  the  very  beginning  of  their  inhuman  ami 
and  popular   ground  of  general  peace,  upon  unprovoked  rebellion  and  tyrannic  usurpation, 
>aerdy  gmeral  principles,  although  these  very  he  has  covered  the  predominant  &ction  of 
lien,  in  the  correspondence  of  their  clubs  with  France,   and  their  adherents  here,  with  the 
^Hose  of  France,  had  reprobated  the  neutrality  most  exaggerated  panegyrics ;  neither  has  he 
^hicfa  now  they  so  earnestly  press.    But,  in  missed  a  single  opportunity  of  abusing  and 
'^^,  their  maxim  was  and  is  "  peace  and  vilifying  those  who  in  uniform  concurrence 
alliance  with  France,  and  war  with  the  rest  of  with  the  Duke  of  Portland's  and  Lord  Fitz- 
^e  world."  William's  opinion,  have  maintained  the  true 
38.  This  last  moti(m  of  Mr.  Fox  bound  up  grounds  of  the  revolution  settlement  in  1688. 
^e  whole  of  his  politics  during  the  session.  He  lamented  all  the  defeats  of  the  French  ;  ha 
This  motion  had  many  circumstances,  partic-  rejoiced  in  all  their  victories;  even  when  these 
^arly  in  the  Norwich    correspondence,   by  victories  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  ccHiti- 
^ich  the  mischief  of  all  the  others,  was  nent  of  Europe,  and  by  facilitating  their  means 
^gravated  beyond  measure.    Tet,  this  last  of  penetrating  into  Holland,  to  bring  this  most 
anotion,  &r  the  worst  o£  Mr.  Fox's  proceed-  dreadful  of  all  evils  with  irresistible  force  to 
ings,  was  the  best  supported  of  any  of  them;  the  very  doors,  if  not  into  the  very  heart,  of  our 
except  his  amendment  to  the  address.    The  country.     To  this  hour  he  always  speaks  of 
Duke  of  Portland  had  directly  engaged  to  sup-  every  thought  of  overturning  the  French  jaco» 
port  the  war — here  was  a  motion  as  directly  binism  by  force  on  the  part  ^  any  power  what- 
made  to  force  the  crown  to  put  an  end  to  it  soever,  as  an  attempt  unjust  and  cruel,  and 
before  a  blow  had  been  struck.     The  efforts  which  he  reprobates  with  horrour.     If  any  of 
of  the  faction  have  so  prevailed  that  some  of  the  French  jacobin  leaders  are  spoken  of  with 
his  grace's  nearest  friends  have  actually  voted  hatred  or  aoorn,  he  falls  upon  those  who  tako 
for  ^t  motion :    some,  afler  shewing  them^  that  liberty,  with  all  the  zeal  and  warmth  with 
selves  went  away,  others  didnotap{>ear  at  all.  which  men  of  honour  defend  their  particular 
So  it  must  be  where  a  man  is  for  any  time  and  bosom  friends,  when  attacked.    He  al- 
iupported  from  personal  considerations,  with-  ways  represents  their  cause  as  a  cause  of  lib- 
out  reference  to  his  public  conduct.    Through  erty ;  and  all  who  oppose  it  as  partisans  of 
the  whole  of  this  business,  the  spirit  of  frater-  despotism.    He  obstinately  continues  to  cqr* 
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stder  the  great  tnd  growiog  rices,  crimes  and  able  to  the  dedaration  of  the  Frmch  dobs  and 
disorders  of  that  coantry,  as  only  evils  of  pas-  legislators, — "  La  souverainete  est  tme,  indi' 
sage,  which  are  to  produce  a  permanently  vuibUj  maUemabUf  et  imprescriptible :— Eh 
happy  state  of  order  aiid  freedom.    He  repre-  appartient  a  la  nation: — ^Aucune  secfum  da 
sents  these  disorders  exacdy  in  the  same  way,  people,  ni  aucun  individu  ne  peut  s'en  attri- 
and  with  the  same  limitations  which  are  used  buer  I'exercise."    This  Confounds,  in  a  man- 
by  one  of  the  two  great  jacobin  fibctions,  I  mean  ner  equally  mischievous  and  stupid,  the  origia 
that  of  Petion  amd  BassoC.    Like  them  he  of  a  government  from  the  people  with  its  coo- 
studioualy  confines  his  horrour  and  reprobation  tinuance  in  their  hands.     I  believe,  that  oo 
only  to  the  massacres  of  the  2d  of  September,  such  doctrine  has  ever  been  heard  of  in  anj 
and  passes  by  those  of  the  lOih  of  August,  as  public  act  of  any  government  whatsoev^,  until 
well  as  the  imprisonment  and  deposition  ef  the  it  was  adopted  (I  think  from  the  writings  of 
king,  which  were  the  consequences  of  that  Rousseau)  by  the  French  assemblies,  who 
day,  as  indeed  were  the  massacres  themsdves  have  made  it  the  basis  of  their  constitution  at 
to  which  he  confines  his  censure,  though  they  home,  and  of  the  matter  of  their  apostolate  in 
were  not  actually  perpetrated  till  early  in  Sep*  every  country.     These  and  other  wild  deda- 
tember.     Like  that  friction,  he  condemns,  not  rations  of  abstract  principle,  Mr.  Fox  aayi) 
the  deposition,  or  the  proposed  exile,  or  per-  are  in  themselves  perfectly  right  and  true; 
petual  imprisonment,  but  only  the  murder  of  though  in  some  cases  he  allows  the  Frendi 
the  king.     Mr.  Sheridan,  on  every  occasion,  draw  abmird  consequences  from  them.    But  I 
palliates  all  the  massacres  committed  in  every  ctxiceive  he  is  mistaken.     The  consequences 
part  of  France,  as  the  effects  of  a  natural  in-  are  most  logically,  thou|^  most  mischievously 
dignation  at  the  exorbitances  of  despotism,  and  drawn  fipom  the  premises  and  principles  by 
of  the  dread  of  the  people  of  returning  under  that  wicked  and  ungracious  faction.     The 
that  yoke.    He  has  thus  taken  occasion  to  fault  is  in  the  foundation, 
load,  not  the  actors  in  this  wickedness,  but  the        40.  Before  society,  in  a  multitude  of  mo!] 
government  of  a  mild,  mercifijl,  beneficent,  and  it  is  obvious,  that  sovereignty  and  subjectko 
patriotic  prince,  and  his    suffering,  iaithfid  are  ideas  which  cannot  exist.     It  is  the  corn- 
subjects,  with  all  the  crimes  of  the  new  anar-  pact  on  which  society  is  formed  that  makes 
chical  tyranny,  under  which  the  one  has  been  both.    But  to  suppose  the  people,  oxitrary  to 
murdered,    sjui    the  others    are    oppressed,  their  compacts,  both  to  give  way  and  retain 
Those  continual  either  praises  or  palliating  the  same  thing,  is  altogether  absurd.    It  is 
apofogies  of  every  thing  done  in  France,  and  worse,  for  it  supposes  in  any  strong  combina- 
those    invectives  as  uniformly  vomited    out  tion  of  men  a  power  and  right  of  always  dis- 
upon  all  those  who  venture  to  express  their  solving  the  social  imion ;  which  power,  how- 
disapprobation  of  such  proceedings,  coming  ever,  if  it  exists,  renders  them  again  as  little 
from  a  man  of  Mr.  Fox's  fame  and  authority,  sovereigns  as  subjects,  but  a  mere  unconnected 
and  onewhoisconsideredas  the  person  to  whom  multitude.     It  is  not  easy  to  state  for  what 
a  great  party  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  good  end,  at  a  time  like  this,  when  the  foundar 
kingdom  look  up,  have  been  the  cause  why  tions  of  aU  ancient  and  prescriptive  govem- 
the  principle  of   French  fi^temity  formerly  ments,  such  as  ours  (to  which  people  submit| 
gained  the  ground  which  at  one  time  it  had  ol^  not  because  they  have  chosen  them,  but  be- 
tained  in  this  country.  It  will  infallibly  recover  cause  they  are  bom  to  them)  are  undermined 
itself  again,  and  in  ten  times  a  greater  degree,  by  perilous  theories,  that  Mr.  Fox  should  be 
if  the  kind  of  peace,  in  the  manner  which  he  fond  of  referring  to  tliose  theories,  upon  all  oo* 
preaches,  ever  shall  be  established  with  the  casions,  even  though  speculatively  they  might 
reigning  faction  in  France.  be  true,  which  God  forbid  they  should !  Par- 
39.  So  far  as  to  the  French  practices  with  ticularly  I  do  not  see  the  reason  why  he  should 
re^rd  to  France,  and  the  other  powers  of  Eu-  be  so  fond  of  declaring,  that  the  principles  of 
rope — as  to  their  principles  and  doctrines,  with  the  revolution  have  made  the  crown  of  Great 
regard  to  the  constitution  of  states,  Mr.  Fox  Britain  elective ;  why  he  thinks  it  seascmabls 
studiously,  on  all  occasions,  and  indeed  when  to  preach  up  with  so  much  earnestness,  for 
no  occasion  calls  for  it,  (as  on  the  debate  of  now  three  years  together,  the  doctrine  <^  ra- 
the petition  for  reform,)  brings  forward  and  sistance  and  revolution  at  all ;  or  to  assert  that 
asserts  their  fundamental  and  frital  principle,  our  last  revolution  of  1688  stands  on  the  same 
pregnant  with  every  mischief  and  every  crime,  or  similar  principles  with  that  of  France.    W« 
namely,  that,  *'  in  every  country  the  people  is  are  not  called  upon  by  any  circumstance,  that 
the  Ugitiroate  sovereign ;"  exactly  conform-  I  know  of,  which  can  justify  a  revolt,  or  which 
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mrefiohiti«i,<r  can  make  uelectioB  aitlclM.    Thii  jilin  nf  niftnn  1i  nnt  ■  m  Iminri 
of  a  ■occa— or  to  the  crown  necessary,  what-  impeachment,  but  a  matter  of  prndenoe,  to  be 
•varktent  right  may  be  aappoeed  to  exist  (or  sobmitted  to  the  public  wisdom,  which  nmst 
tfectnating  any  of  these  purposes.  be  as  well  apprised  of  ihe  facts  as  petitionara 
41.  Not  the  least  alarming  of  tibe  proceed-  can  be.    But  those  accusers  cf  the  house  of 
ingscfMr.  Fox  and  his  friends  in  this  session,  commons  have  proceeded  upon  the  principles 
cspeciaDy  taken   in  concurrence  with  their  of  a  criminal  process;  and  have  had  the  efiroo- 
vrbote  proceedings,  with  regard  to  France  and  tery  to  offer  proof  cm  each  article, 
its  principles,  is  their  eagerness  at  this  seascm,  43.  This  charge,  the  party  of  Mr.  Fos 
vaAor  pretence  of  parliamentary  reforms  (a  maintained  article  by  article,  beginning  with 
project  which  had  been  for  some  time  rather  the  first ;  namely,  the  interference  of  peers  at 
(ionoant)  to  discredit  and  disgrace  the  house  elections,  and  their  nominating  in  effect  several 
of  eonmions.    For  this  purpose  these  gentle-  c^the  members  of  the  house  of  commons.    In 
owD  had  found  a  way  to  insult  the  house  by  the  printed  list  d*  grievances  which  they  made 
Mfeial  atrocious  libels  in  the  form  of  petitions,  out  on  the  occasion,  and  in  support  of  their 
hi  particular  they  brought  up  a  libel,  or  rather  charge,  is  found  the  borough,  for  which,  under 
a  complete  digest  of  libellous  matter,  from  the  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  influence,  I  now  sit.    By 
dub  called  the  Friends  of  the  People.    It  is  this  remonstrance,  and  its  object,  they  hope  to 
indeed  at  once  the  most  audacious  and  the  defeat  the  operation  of  property  in  election*, 
BMt  insidious  of  all  the  performances  of  that  and  in  reality  to  dissolve  the  connection  and 
kiod  whidi  have  yet  appeared.    It.  is  said  to  communication  of  interests  which  makes  the 
be  the  penmanship  of  Mr.  Tiemey,  to  bring  houses  of  pariiament  a  mutual  support  to  eadi 
vfaom  into  parliament  the  Duke  of  P<Mrtland  other.    Mr.  Fox  and  the  friends  of  the  people 
fcnnerly  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains,  and  are  not  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  peers 
upended,  as  I  hear,  a  considerable  sum  on  do  not  interfere  in  elections  as  peers,  but  as 
Booey.  men  of  property— they  well  know  that  the 
42.  Among  the   circumstances  of  danger  house  of  lords  is  by  itself  the  feeblest  part  of 
from  that  piece,  and  from  its  precedent,  it  is  the  constituticm ;  they  know  that  the  house  of 
observable  that  this  is  the  first  petition  (if  I  lords  is  supported  only  by  its  connections  with 
ivneidber  right)  coming  from  a  dub  or  <U90-  the  crown,  and  with  the  house  of  ccnamons ; 
aflfioii,  ngf^  by  individuaU  denoting  neither  and  that  without  this  double  connection  the 
W  reaidenee  nor  corporate  capacity.    This  lords  could  not  exist  a  single  year.    They 
nwde  of  petition  not  being  strictly  illegal  w  know,  that  all  these  parts  of  our  constitutioO| 
ififomial,  thoufi^  in  its  spirit  in  the  highest  whilst  they  are  balanced  as  opposing  interests, 
d^ree  mischievous,  may  and  will  lead  to  other  are  also  connected  as  friends ;  otherwise  ncH 
tliuigs  of  that  nature,  tending  to  bring  these  thing  but  confusion  could  be  the  result  of  such 
dobs  and  associaticms  to  the  French  model,  a  complex  constitution.  It  is  natural,  therefore, 
ud  to  make  them  in  the  end  answer  French  that  they  who  wish  the  common  destruction  of 
poposes ;  I  mean,  that  without  legal  names,  the  whole,  and  of  all  its  parts,  should  contend 
Ibew  chibs  will  be  led  to  assume  political  ca-'  for  tlieir  total  separation.    But  as  the  house 
picities ;  that  they  may  debate  the  forms  of  (^commons  is  that  link  which  connecte  both 
oonstitotion ;  and  Uiat  from  tlieir  meetings  they  the  other  parts  of  the  constituticm  (the  crown 
■ay  insolendy  dictate  their  will  to  the  regulur  and  tlie  lords)  toith  the  maee  of  ihe  people^  it  is 
tuthorities  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  manner  in  to  that  link  (as  it  is  natural  enough)  that  their 
wbidi  the  jacobin  dubs  issue  their  mandates  incessant  attacks  are  directed.    That  artificial 
to  die  national  assembly,  or  the  national  con-  representation  of  the  people  being  once  dis- 
veation.     The  audacious  remonstrance,  I  ob-  credited  and  overturned,  all  goes  to  pieces,  and 
i^e,  is  signed  by  all  of  that  association  (the  nothing  but  a  plain  FVench  democracy  or  ar« 
friends  of  the  people)  toAo  are  not  in  parlia^  bitrary  monarchy  can  possibly  exist. 
*enl,  and  it  was  supported  most  strenuously  44.  Some  of  these  gentleinen  who  attacked 
by  all  the  associators  to^  are  members j  widi  the  house  (^commons,  lean  to  a  representation 
Mr.  Fox  at  their  head.    He  and  they  contend-  of  the  people  by  the  head,  that  is,  to  individtuU 
^  for  referring  this  libel  to  a  committee.    Upon  representation,    Noneof  them  that  I  recollect, 
^  (jaestion  of  that  reference,  they  grounded  except  Mr.  Fox,  directly  rejected  it.    It  is  ra- 
il tfwir  debate  for  a  change  in  the  constitution  markable,  however,  that  he  only  rejected  it  by 
of  paitiament.    The  pretended  petition  is,  in  simply  declaring  an  opinion.    He  let  all  the 
^  a  regular  charge  or  impeachment  <^  the  argument  go  against  his  opinion.    All  the  pro- 
of coomoiis,  digested  into  a  number  of  ceedings  and  arguments  ofhis  reforming  friends 
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Imu!  to  indiridvud  repreaentatioo  and  to  no-  &lse  ahamo,  keep  him  frtt  in  it  6r  ew. 

thing  else.    It  deaenres  to  be  attentively  ob-  Many  they  have  so  hampered, 
served,  that  this  individual  repreBentation  is  the        47.  I  know  it  is  usual,  wh«i  dw  peril  nd 

otdy  plan  of  <Aetr  reform,  which  ha*  been  ear-  alarm  of  the  hoar  appears  to  be  a  liltle  ofw- 

ffliddy  propoud.    In  the  mean  time,  the  am-  Uown,  to  think  no  more  of  the  matter.    Bot 

duct  of  Mr.  Fox  appears  to  be  &r  more  inez-  for  my  part,  I  look  back  with  horrour  on  irint 

plicable,  on  any  good  ground,  than  theirs,  who  we  have  escaped ;  and  am  iiill  of  anzi^  vilh 

propose  the  individual  representati(Mi ;  for  he  regard  to  the  dangers,  which,  in  my  opinion, 

neither  proposes  any  thing,  nor  even  suggests,  are  still  to  be  apprehended  bc^  at  home  and 

that  he  has  any  thing  to  propose,  in  lieu  of  the  abroad.    This  business  has  cast  deep  rood, 

present  mode  of  constituting  the  house  of  com-  Whether  it  is  necessarily  connected  in  dieixj 

mens.    On  the  contrary,  he  declares  against  with  jacobimsm  is  not  worth  a  dispute.    The 

all  the  plans  which  have  yet  been  suggested,  two  things  are  connected  in  fact.    The  parti* 

either  from  himself  or  others :  yet,  thus  unpro-  sans  of  ^e  one  are  the  partisans  of  the  otber. 

vided  with  any  plan  whatsoever,  he  pressed  I  know  it  is  common  with  those  who  ut 

forward  this  unknown  reform  with  all  possible  &vourable  to  the  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Fox's  paitft 

warmth ;  and  for  that  purpose,  in  a  speech  (^  and  to  their  leader,  thou^  not  at  all  devoted 

several  hours,  he  urged  the  referring  to  a  com-  to  all  their  reforming  projects,  or  their  Gallicin 

mittee,  the  libellous  impeachment  of  the  house  politics,  to  argue  in  palliati<m  of  their  coodoct, 

of  commons  by  the  association  of  the  friends  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  do  all  the  hann 

of  the  people.     But  for  Mr.  Fox  to  discredit  which  their  actions  evidently  tend  to.    It  V 

pariiament  a»  it  stands,  to  countenance  leagues,  said,  that  as  the  people  will  not  support  theai} 

covenants,  and  associations  for  its  further  dis-  they  may  safely  be  indulged  in  thcuse  eooentrie 

credit,  to  render  it  perfectly  odious  and  con-  fancies  of  reform,  and  those  theories  whidi 

temptible,  and  at  the  same  time  to  propose  lead  to  nothing.    This  9cp(Aoqy  is  not  voy 

nothing  at  all  in  place  of  what  he  disgraces,  is  much  to  the  hcmour  of  those  politicians,  whose 

worse,  if  possible,  than  to  contend  for  personal  interests  are  to  Ife  adhered  to  in  defiance  of 

individual  representation,   and  is  little  less  their  conduct.     I  cannot  flatter  myself  that 

than  demanding,  in  plain  terms,  to  bring  <»  these  incessant  attacks  on  the  constitutioo  of 

plain  anarchy.  parliament  are  safo.    It  is  not  in  my  power  to 

45.  Mr.  Fox  and  these  gentlemen  have,  for  despise  the  unceasing  efforts  of  a  confederacy 
the  present,  been  defeated  \  but  they  are  nei-  of  about  fifty  persons  of  eminence ;  men,  for 
ther  converted  nor  disheartened.     They  have  the  fiir  greater  part,  of  very  ample  fortunes 
solemnly  declared,   that  they  will  persevere  either  in  possession  or  in  expectancy ;  mea  of 
until  they  shall  have  obtained  their  ends  ;  per-  decided  characters  and    vehement   passions, 
sisting  to  assert,  that  the  house  of  commons  men  of  very  great  talents  of  all  kinds;  ofmoch 
not  only  is  not  the  true  representative  of  the  boldness,  and  of  the  greatest  possible  spirit  of 
people,  but  that  it  does  not  answer  the  pur-  artifice,  intrigue,  adventure,  and  enterprise, 
pose  of  such  representation ;  most  of  them  in-  all  operating  with  unwearied  activity  and  pMlr 
sist  that  all  the  debts,  the  taxes,  and  the  bur-  severance.       These    gentlemen    are    mock 
thens  of  all  kinds  on  the  people,  with  every  stronger  too  without  doors  than  some  cakQ- 
other  evil  and  inconvenience,  which  we  have  late.     They  have  the  more  active  part  of  the 
suffered  since  the  revoluticm,  have  been  owing  dissenters  with  them ;  and  the  whc^e  dan  of 
solely  to  a  house  of  commons  which  does  not  speculators  of  all  denominations— a  large  and 
speak  the  sense  of  the  people.  growing  species.     They  have   that  fk)atia{ 

46.  It  is  also  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  Mr.  multitude  which  goes  with  events,  and  whi^ 
Fox,  and  all  who  hold  with  him,  on  this,  as  suffers  the  loss  or  gain  of  a  battle,  to  decide  its 
on  all  other  occasions  of  pretended  reform,  opinions  of  right  and  wrcHig.  As  long  as  by 
most  bitterly  reproached  Mr.  Pitt  with  treach-  every  art  this  party.keeps  alive  a  spirit  of  dia- 
ery,  in  declining  to  support  the  scandalous  affection  against  the  very  constitution  of  the 
charges  and  indefinite  projects  of  this  infamous  kingdom,  and  attributes,  as  lately  it  has  bean 
libel  from  the  Friends  of  the  People.  By  the  in  die  habit  of  doing,  all  the  public  misfortunes 
animosities  with  which  they  persecute  all  to  that  constitution,  it  is  absolutely  impossible, 
those  who  grow  cold  in  this  cause  of  pretended  but  that  some  moment  must  arrive,  in  which 
reform,  they  hope,  that  if  through  levity,  inex-  they  will  be  enabled  to.  produce  a  pretended 
perience,  or  ambition,  any  young  person  (like  reform  and  a  real  revolution. 

Mr.  Pitt,  for  instance)  happens  to  be  once         If  ever  the  body  of  this  eomp<nmd  ccntlitth 

embarked  in  their  design,  they  shall,  by  a  tion  of  ours  is  subverted  either  in  favour  of 
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i  monaTcfay,  or  of  wild  democracy,  conceiye  to  human  nature  itaelf,  but  with  some 

1  will  most  certamfy  be  the  result  of  ainister  intenticns.    They  treat  those  memben 

f  sort  of  machinations   against  the  on  all  occasions  with  a  sort  of  lordly  insolence, 

ccnnmons.    It  is  not  from  a  confidence  though  they  are  persons  that  (whatever  ho* 

iews  or  intentions  of  any  statesman,  mage  they  may  pay  to  the  eloquence  of  the 

bink  he  is  to  be  indulged  in  these  gentlemen  who  choose  to  look  down  upon  them 

unnsements.  with  scorn,)  are  not  their  inferiours  in  any 

efore  it  is  made  the  great  olgect  of  particular  which  calls  and  obtains  just  consi- 

)*s  political  life  to  raise  another  to  deration  from  the  puUic ;  not  their  inlerioura 

is  right  to  consider  what  are  the  real  in  knowledge  of  public  law,  or  of  the  constitu^ 

>n8  of  the  person  to  be  so  elevated,  tion  of  the  kingdom ;   not  their  inferiours  in 

M>t  to  fixm  our  judgment  (m  these  dis-  their  acquaintance  with  its  foreign  and  domeiH 

fnm  the  rules  and  principles  of  a  tic  interest ;  not  their  inferiours  in  experience 

justice,  but  from  those  of  private  dis-  or  practice  of  business ;  not  their  inferioun 

not  looking  for  what  would  serve  to  in  moral  character ;  not  their  inferiours  in  the 

i  another,  but  what  is  sufficient  to  proofs  they  have  given  of  zeal  and  industry  in 

rselves.     By  acompariscm  oftL  series  the  service  of  their  country.    Without  deny- 

^ourses  and  actions  of  certain  men,  ing  to  these  gendemen  the  respect  and  consi- 

enable  length  of  time,  it  is  impossible  deration  which,  it  is  allowed,  justly  belongs  to 

un  sufficient  indication  of  the  general  them,  we  see  no  reason  why  Uiey  should 

of  their  views  and  principles.    There  not  as  well  be  obliged  to  deier  something  to  our 

sr  rational  mode  of  proceeding.    It  is  opinions,  as  that  we  should  be  bound  blindly 

it  in  some  one  or  two,  perhaps  not  and  servilely  to  follow  those  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 

^led  expressi(His,  (Mr  some  one  or  two  Sheridan,  Mr.    Grey,  Mr.  Courtney,  Mr. 

ied  and  doubtful  affairs,  we  may  and  Lamberton,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Taylor,  and 

judge  of  the  actions  or  words  by  our  others.    We  are  members  of  parliament  and 

good  or  ill  opini(ni  of  the  man.    But  their  equals.    We  never  consider  ourselves 

^ance  has  its  bounds.    It  does  not  ex-  as  their  Mowers.    These  gentlemen  (some 

any  regular  course  of  systematical  of  them  hardly  bom,  when  some  of  us  came 

r  of  constant  and  repeated  discourse,  into  parliament)  have  thought  proper  to  treat 

tnst  every  principle  of  common  sense  us  as  deserters,  as  if  we  had  been  listed  into 

stice  to  cme's  self,  and  to  die  public,  their  phalanx  like  soldiers,  and  had  sworn  to 

of  a  series  of  speeches  and  actions  live  and  die  in  their  Frendi  principles.    This 

man,  and  not  of  the  man  from  the  insolent  daim  of  superiority  on  their  part,  and 

lOur  of  his  language  and  conduct.    I  of  a  sort  of  vassalage  to  them  on  that  of  other 

ed  the  above  matters,  not  as  inferring  members,  is  what  no  liberal  mind  will  submit 

il  diarge  of  evil  intention.    If  I  had  to  bear. 

do  so,  perhaps  they  are  stated  with  50.  The  society  of  die  liberty  of  the  press, 

exactness. — ^But  I  had  no  such  view,  the  whig  dub,  and  the  society  for  ccxistitutional 

entions  of  these  gentlemen  may  be  information,  and  (I  believe)  the  friends  ai  the 

3.    I  do  not  dispute  it.    But  I  diink  people,  as  well  as  some  dubs  in  Scotland,  have 

A  some  great  errour.    If  these  things  indeed  dedared,  "  That  their  confidence  in 

by  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  with  and  attachment  to  Mr.  Fox,  has  lately  been 

ntions,  they  are  not  done  less  danger-  confirmed,  strengthened,  and  increased  by  the 

ir  it  shews  these  good  intentions  are  calumnies  (as  they  are  called)  against  him." 

r  the  direction  of  safe  maxims  and  It  is  true,  Mr.  Fox  and  his  fiiends  have  those 

I.  testimonies  in  their  frivour,  against  certain  dd 

r.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  the  gentle-  friends  of  the  Duke  of  Porthnd.    Tet  oa  a 

caU  themselves  the  (rfialanx,  have  not  full,  serious,  and  I  think  dispassionate  consid- 

ery  indulgent  to  others.    They  have  eraticm  of  the  whde  of  what  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 

coper  to  ascribe  to  those  members  of  Sheridan  and  their  fiiends  have  acted,  said 

)  o£  commons,  who,  in  exact  agree-  and  written,  in  this  session,  instead  of  doing 

ih  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord  any  thing  whidi  mi^t  tend  to  procure  power, 

un,  abhor  and  oppress  the  French  or  any  share  of  it  whatsoever,  to  them  or  to 

be  basest  and  most  unworthy  motives  their  phalanx  (as  they  caU  it)  or  to  increase 

oodoct ; — as  if  nc»e  coukl  oppose  that  their  credit,  influence,  or  popidarity  in  the  na^* 

immoral,  and  impditic  project  set  up  ti(»i,  I  think  it  one  of  my  most  serious  and  im- 

>,  so  disgracefiil  and  destructive,  as  I  portant  public  duties,  in  whatsoever  station 
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I  ma/  be  plaeed  ibr  tfa«  ihort  time  I  have  been  accustomed  to  confide  in.    It  »  sbmnA 

to  livci  effectually  to  employ  my  best  endea-  to  think  that  he  would  or  could.    If  his  oin 

Tours,  by  every   prudent  and    every  lawful  opinions  do  not  controul  him,  nothing  can. 

means,  to  traverse  all  their  designs.     I  have  When  we  consider  of  an  adherence  to  a  mu 

only    to   lament,   that   my  abilities  are  not  which  leads  to  his  power,  we  must  not  cdj 

^eater,  and  that  my  probability  of  life  is  not  bet^  see  what  the  man  is,  but  how  he  stands  reli^ 

ter,  &x  the  more  effectual  pursuit  of  that  ob-  ted.    It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  Mr.  Fox    ] 

ject.    But  I  trust  that  neither  the  principles  acts  in  close  and  inseparable  connection  with 

nor  exertions  will  die  with  me.    I  am  the  another  gentleman  of  exactly  the  same  de8cnp> 

rather  confirmed  in  this  my  resoluticm,  and  in  tion  as  himself,  and  who  perhi^,  of  the  two, 

this  my  wish  of  transmitting  it,  because  every  is  the  leader.     The  rest  oi  the  body  are  not  a 

ray  of  hope  concerning  a  possible  controul  or  great  deal  more  tractable  ;  and  over  them,  if 

mitigation  of  the  enormous  mischiefii  which  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  have  authoritj, 

the  principles  of  these  gendemen,  and  which  most  assuredly  the  Duke  of  Portland  baa  not 

their  connections,  fuU  as  dangerous  as  their  the  smallest  degree  of  influence, 
principles,  might  receive  fit>m  the  influence  of         52.  One  must  take  care,  that  a  blind  pa^ 

the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  tiality  to  some  persons,  and  as  blind  an  haired 

on  becoming  their  colleagues  in  ofiice,  is  now  to  others,  may  not  enter  into  our  minds  under 

entirely  banished  fix>m  the  mind  of  every  one  a  colour  of  inflexible  public  principle.    We 

living. — It  is  apparent,  even  to  the  world  at  hear,  as  a  reason  for  clinging  to  Mr.  Fox  at 

large,  that  so  far  from  having  a  power  to  direct  present,  that  nine  years  ago  Mr.  Pitt  got  into 

or  to  guide  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  power  by  mischievous  intrigues  with  the  comrt, 

Grey,  and  the  rest,  in  any  important  matter,  with  the  dissenters,  and  with  other  &ctioua 

they  have  not  through  this  sessi<xi,  been  aUe  people  out  of  parliament,  to  the  discredit  and 

to  prevail  on  them  to  forbear  or  to  delay,  or  wesikening  of  the  power  of  the  house  of  cost* 

mitigate,  or  soften  any  one  act,  or  any  one  ex-  mons.    His  conduct  nine  years  ago  I  stiH  bold 

pression  upon  subjects  on  which  they  essen-  to  be  very  culpable.     There  are,  however, 

tially  differed.  many  things  very  culpable  that  I  do  not  know 

51.  Even  if  this  hope  of  a  possible  controul  how  to  punish.    My  opinion,  on  such  matten, 

did  exist,  yet  the  declared  opinions  and  the  I  must  submit  to  ^e  good  of  the  state,  as  I 

uniform  line  of  conduct  conformable  to  those  have  done  on  other  occasions  ;  and  particulariy 

opinions,  pursued  by  Mr.  Fox,  must  become  with  regard  to  the  authors  and  managers  of  the 

a  matter  of  serious  sdarm  if  he  should  obtain  a  American  war,  with  whom  I  have  acted,  both 

power  either  at  court  or  in  parliament,  or  in  in  ofiice  and  in  opposition,  with  great  coofi- 

the  nation  at  large ;  and  for  this  plain  reason  dence  and  cordiality,  though  I  thought  man/ 

— he  must  be  the  most  active  and  efficient  oftheir  acts  crimindi  and  impeachable.    While 

nlember  in  any  administration  of  which  he  the  misconduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  associates 

shall  form  a  part.     That  a  man,  or  set  of  men,  was  yet  recent,  it  was  not  possible  to  get  Mr. 

are  guided  by  such  not  dubious,  but  delivered  Fox  of  himself  to  take  a  single  step,  or  even  to 

and  avowed  principles  and  maxims  of  policy  as  countenance  others  in  taking  any  step  upon  the 

to  need  a  watch  and  check  on  them,  in  the  ex-  ground  of  that  misconduct  and  false  policy, 

ercise  of  the  highest  power,  ought  in  my  opin-  though  if  the  matters  had  been  then  taken  up 

ion,  to  make  every  man,  who  is  not  of  the  and  pursued,  such  a  step  could  not  have  ap- 

same  principles,  and  guided  by  the  same  max-  peared  so  evidently  desperate  as  now  it  is. 

ims,  a  little  cautious  how  he  makes  himself  one  So  far  from  pursuing  Mr.  Pitt,  I  know  that 

of  the  traverses  of  a  ladder,  to  help  such  a  man  then,  and  for  some  time  afler,  some  of  Mr. 

or  such  a  set  of  men,  to  climb  up  to  the  high-  Fox's  friends  were  actually,  and  with  no  smaS 

est  authority.    A  minister  of  this  country  is  to  earnestness,  looking  out  to  a  coalition  with  that 

be  controulled  by  the  house  of  commons.     He  gentleman.    For  years  I  never  heard  this  cir- 

is  to  be  trusted,  not  controvUed,  by  his  col-  cumstance  of  Mr.  Pittas  misconduct  on  that 

leagues  in  office  ;  if  he  were  to  be  controulled,  occasion  mentioned  by  Mr.   Fox,  either  in 

government,  which  ought  to  be  the  source  of  public  or  in  private,  as  a  ground  for  opposition 

order,  would  itself  become  a  scene  of  anarchy,  to  that  minister.    All  opposition,  fir(Hn  that  pe- 

Besides,  Mr.  Fox  is  a  man  of  an  aspiring  and  riod  to  this  very  session,  has  proceeded  upon 

commanding  mind,  made  rather  to  controul  the  separate  measures  as  they  separately  arose, 

than  to  be  controuUed,  and  he  never  will  be,  without  any  vindictive  retrospect  to  Mr.  Pitt's 

nor  can  be,  in  any  administration,  in  whidi  he  conduct  in  1784.    My  memory,  however,  may 

will  be  guided  by  any  (^  those  whom  I  have  fail  me.    I  must  appeal  to  the  printed  debates. 
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iBch  (00  fiur  as  Mr.  Fox  is  oonceriied)  are  like  neither  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1784, 
iiasiaUy  accurate.  nor  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  1793 ;  but  they  esti- 
S3.  Whatever  might  have  been  in  our  pow-  mate,  which  of  the  evils  is  most  pressing  at 
r,  at  an  eariy  period,  at  this  day  I  see  no  the  time,  and  what  is  likely  to  be  the  coose- 
emedy  ibr  what  was  done  in  1784.    I  had  no  quence  of  a  change.     If  Mr.  Fox  be  wedded, 
;reat  hopes  even  at  the  time.    I  was  therefore  tibey  must  be  sensible,  that  his  opinions  and 
rery  eager  to  record  a  remonstrance  on  the  princii^es,  on  the  new  existing  state  of  things 
JQunnls  of  the  house  of  commons,  as  a  caution  at  home  and  abroad,  must  be  taken  as  his  por> 
igiinst  such  a  popular  delusion  in  times  to  ticm.    In  his  train  must  also  be  taken  the 
eosM;  and  this  I  then  feared,  and  now  am  cer-  whde  body  of  gentlemen,  who  are  {hedged  to 
lain,  is  all  that  could  be  done.    I  know  o€  no  him  and  to  each  other,  and  to  their  commcm 
wty  of  animadverting  on  the  crown.    I  know  pditics  and  principles. — I  believe  no  king  of 
of  no  mode  of  calling  to  account  the  house  of  Great  Britain  ever  will  adopt  for  his  confidei>- 
lords,  who  threw  out  the  India  bill,  in  a  way  tial  servants,  that  body  of  gentlemen,  hdding 
not  much  to  their  credit.    As  litde,  or  rather  that  body  of  principles.    Even  if  the  {Hvsent 
kn,  am  I  able  to  coerce  the  peofde  at  large,  king  or  his  successor  should  think  fit  to  take 
who  bdiaved  very  unwisely  and  intemperately  that  step,  I  apprehended  a  general  discontrat 
oi  that  occasion.    Mr.  Pitt  was  then  accused,  of  those,  who  wish  that  this  nation  and  that 
bj  me  as  weD  as  others,  of  attempting  to  be  Europe  should  continue  in  their  present  state, 
Boaister,  without  enjoying  the  ccxifidence  of  would  ensue ;  a  discontent,  which  combined 
dw  bouse  of  commcms,  though  he  did  enjoy  the  with  the  principles  and  progress  of  the  new 
eonfidence  of  the  crown.    That  house  of  com-  men  in  power,  would  shake  this  kingdom  to 
HODS,  whose  confidence  he  did  not  enjoy,  un-  its  foundation.     I  do  not  believe  any  one  po- 
fcrttmatdy  did  not  itself  enjoy  the  confidence  litical  conjecture  can  be  more  certain  than  this, 
(dno^  we  weO  deserved  it)  either  of  the  54.  Without  at  all  defending  or  palliating 
crown  or  of  the  public.    For  want  erf"  that  con-  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  in  1784,1  must  observe, 
fidence,  the  then  house  of  commons  did  not  that  the  crisis  of  1793,  with  regard  to  every 
nrrive  the  contest.    Since  that  period  Mr.  thing  at  home  and  abroad,  is  fijU  as  impcutant 
Pitt  has  enjoyed  the  ccmfidence  of  the  crown,  as  that  of  1784  ever  was ;  and,  if  for  no  other 
nd  of  the  lords,  and  of  the  house  of  commons^  reason,  by  being  present  is  much  more  impor- 
dvoDg^  two  successive  parliaments ;  and  I  tant.    It  is  not  to  nine  years  ago  we  are  to 
napect  that  he  has  ever  since,  and  that  he  look  for  the  danger  of  Mr.  Fox's  and  Mr. 
does  still,  enjoy  as  large  a  portion,  at  least,  of  Sheridan's  conduct,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen 
die  confidence  of  the  people  without  doors,  as  who  act  with  them.    It  is  at  this  very  time, 
hn  great  rival.    Before  whom,  then,  is  Mr.  and  in  this  very  session,  that,  if  they  had  not 
Pitt  to  be  impeached,  and  by  whom  ?    The  been    strenuously  resisted,   they  would    not 
Btte  I  consider  the  matter,  the  more  firmly  I  merely  have  discredited  the  house  of  commons 
IB  convinced,  that  the  idea  of  proscribing  Mr.  (as  Mr.  Pitt  did  in  1784,  when  he  persuaded 
Pitt  indxrectfyy  when  you  cannot  directly  pwi"  ^e  king  to  reject  their  advice,  and  to  appeal 
uihim,  is  as  chimerical  a  project,  and  as  un-  fitnn  them  to  the  people,)  but,  in  my  opinion, 
jnstifiabie,  as  it  would  be  to  have  proscribed  would  have  been  the  means  of  wholly  subvert- 
Loid  NOTth.     For  supposing,  that  by  indirect  ing  the  house  of  commons  and  the  house  of 
ways  of  opposition,  by  opposition  upon  mea-  peers,  and  the  whole  constitution  actual  ami 
■ores  which  do  not  relate  to  the  business  of  virtual,  together  with  the  safety  and  indepen- 
ITM,  but  which  on  other  grounds  might  prove  dence  of  this  nation,  and  the  peace  and  settle- 
lapQpular,  you  were  to  drive  him  Cram  his  seat,  ment  of  every  state  in  the  now  Christian  world. 
Ail  would  be  no  example  whatever  of  punish-  It  is  to  our  opinion  of  the  nature  of  jacobinism, 
BMOt  for  the  matter  we  charge  as  ofiences  in  and  of  the  probability  by  corruption,  faction, 
1784.    On  a  cod  and  dispassionate  view  of  and  force,  of  its  gaining  ground  every  where, 
fhe  alRurs  of  this  time  and  country,  it  appears  that  the  question  whom  and  what  you  are  to 
fllvioas  to  me,  that  one  or  the  other  of  those  two  support  is  to  be  determined.    For  my  part, 
p«at  men,  that  is,  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Fox,  must  without  doubt  or  hesitation,  I  look  upon  Jaco- 
bs minister.    They  are,  I  am  sorry  for  it,  irre-  binism  as  the  most  dreadful,  and  the  most 
soKileaUe.    Mr.  Fox's  conduct  in  this  session  shameful  evil,  which  afflicted  mankind,  a  thing 
m»  rendered  the  idea  of  his  power  a  matter  of  which  goes  beyond  the  power  of  all  calculation 
Mrioas  alarm  to  many  peoplis,  who  were  very  in  its  mischief;  and  that  if  it  is  suffered  to 
itfs  pleased  with  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Pitt  exist  in  France,  we  must  in  England,  and 
D  die  beginning  of  his  administration.    They  speedily  too,  fidl  into  that  calamity. 
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55.  I  figure  to  n^self  tfie  purpose  of  these  whose  political  measures  we  disappiofe,aBd 

geotleinen  accomplished,  and  this  ministry  de-  whose  principles  we  dissent  firam,  is  a  upedetof 

stroyed.    I  see  that  the  persons  who  in  that  modem  politics  not  easily  oomprefaeDnfale,nd 

case  must  rule,  can  be  no  other  than  Mr.  which  must  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  coantrj,tf  it 

Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Orey,  the  Marquis  should  continue  and  spread.    Mr.  Pitt  may  bo 

oTLansdowne,  Lord  Thurlow,  Lord  Lauder-  the  worst  of  men,  and  Mr.  Fox  may  be  tfae 

dale,  and  the  Duke  of  Norfijlk,  with  the  other  best ;  but  at  present,  the  Ibrmer  is  in  the  is- 

chiefii  of  the  friends  of  the  people,  the  parlia-  terest  of  his  country,  and  oftthe  ofder  of  things 

mentary  reformers,  and  the  admirers  (rf*  the  long  established  in  Europe :  Mr.  Fox  is  not. 

French  revolution.    The  principal  of  these  are  I  have,  for  one,  been  bom  in  this  older  of 

all  formally  pledged  to  their  projects.    If  the  things,  and  would  fiun  die  in  it.    I  am  sure  it 

Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  should  is  sufficient  to  make  men  as  virtuous,  H 

be  admitted  into  that  system  (as  they  might  happy,  and  as  knowing  as  any  tiling  whidi 

and  probably  would  be,)  it  is  quite  certain  they  Mr.  Fox,  and  his  friends  abroad  or  at  boois, 

could  not  have  the  smallest  weight  in  it ;  less,  would  substitute  in  its  place ;  and  I  sfaouki  be 

indeed,  than  what  they  now  possess,  if  less  sorry  that  any  set  of  politicians  diouki  obtain 

were  possible:   because  they  would  be  less  power    in    England,    whose    principles  or 

wanted  than  they  now  are  ;  and  because  all  schemes  shoukl  lead  them  to  countenance  per- 

those  who  wished  to  join  them,  and  to  act  un-  sons  or  fikctions  whose  object  is  to  introdoee 

der  them,  have  been  rejected  by  the  Duke  of  some  new  devised  order  of  things  into  £b^ 

Portland  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  themselves ;  land,  or  to  support  that  order  where  it  is 

and  Mr.  Fox,  finding  them  thus  by  them-  already  introduced,  in  France;  a  place,  in 

selves  disarmed,  has  built  quite  a  new  &bric,  which  if  it  can  be  fixed,  in  my  mind,  it  most 

upon  quite  a  new  foundation.    There  is  no  have  a  certain  and  decided  influence  in  and 

tniling  on  this  subject.    We  see  very  dis-  upon  this  kingdom.    This  is  n^  account  of 

tincUy  before  us  the  ministry  that  would  be  my  conduct  to  my  private  fiiends.    I  have 

formed  and  the  plan  that  would  be  pursued,  already  said  all  I  wish  to  say,  or  neariy  sc^  to 

If  we  like  the  pkm  we  must  wish  the  power  of  the  pijddic.    I  write  this  witli  pain,  and  witti  i 

those  who  are  to  cany  it  into  execution ;  but  heart  fiill  of  grieC 
to  pursue   the  pcUtical   exaltation  of  those 
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The  French  revolution  has  been  the  subject  of  such,  and  not  of  friends  to  despotism,  the 

of  various  speculations,  and  various  histories,  royal  party  is  composed)  that  their  very  afib^ 

As  might  be  expected,  the  royalists  and  the  ti(m  to  this  generous  and  manly  cause,  and 

republicans  have  difl!ered  a  good  deal  in  their  their  abhorrence  of  a  revolution,  not  less  &tal 

accounts  of  the  principles  of  that  revolution,  of  to  liberty  than  to  government,  may  posrib^T 

the    springs  which  set   it    in    motion,   and  lead  them  in  some  particulars  to  a  more  harsh 

of  the  trae  character  of  those  who  have  been,  representation  of  the  proceedings  of  their  ad- 

or  still    are   the    prineipal    actors   on    that  versaries,  than  would  be  allowed  by  fte  ooU 

astonishing  scene.  neutrality  of  an  impartial  judge.     This  sort  of 

They  who  are  inclined  to  think  favourably  errour  arises  from  a  source  higMy  landaMe ; 

of  that  event,  will  undoubtedly  object  to  every  but  the  exactness  of  truth  may  sufiRsr  even  from 

state  of  facts  which  comes  only  from  the  author-  the  feelings  of  virtue.    History  wiU  do  justice 

ity  of  a  royalist.    Thus  much  must  be  allow-  to  the  intentions  of  worthy  men ;  but  it  wiB  be 

ed  by  those  who  are  the  most  firmly  attached  on  its  guard  against  their  infirmities ;  it  wil 

to  the  cause  of  religion,  law,  and  order  (for  examine  with  great  strictness  of  scratiny 
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nbtkmt  appMura  from  a  writer  in  fiivour  of  a  system  of  tranquiDitj  and  order.    They  who 

Jul  own  caiite.    On  the  o^r  hand,  whatever  were  taught  to  fud  nothing  to  respect  in  the 

tmpes  him,  and  makes  against  that  cause  title  and  Uie  virtues  of  Louis  the  sixteenth,  a 

eomes  with  the  greatest  weight.  prince  succeeding  to  the  throne  by  the  fund»> 

In  this  in^KNTtant  controversy,  the  translator  mental  laws,  in  the  line  of  a  successicMi  of 

flf  die  following  work  brings  forward  to  the  monarchs    continued    (or    fourteen    hundred 

Eag^iflii  tribunal  of  opinion,  the  testimony  of  a  years,  found  nothing  which  could  bind  them  to 

witness  beyond  all  excepti<Ni.    His  comp»-  an  implicit  fidelity,  and  dutifiil  allegiance  to 

tmee  is  undoubted.    He  knows  every  thing  Mess.  Brissot,  Vergniaux,  Condorcet,  Anap 

iriiich  concerns  this  revolution  to  the  bottom,  charsis  Ckwts,  and  Thomas  Paine. 

He  is  a  diief  actor  in  all  the  scenes  which  he  In  this  difficulty,  they  did  as  well  as  they 

pesents.    No  man  can  object  to  him  as  a  roy-  could.    To  govern  the  people,  they  must  in- 

alist:  the  royal  party,  and  the  Christian  reU-  cline  the  people  to  obey.    The  work  was  di& 

flon,  never  had  a  more  determined  enemy,  ficult,  but  it  was  necessary.    They  were  to 

u  a  word,  it  is  B&issot.— It  is  Brissot  the  accomplish  it  by  such  materials  and  by  such 

wpaUiean,  the  jacobin,  and  the  philosopher,  instruments  as  they  had  in  their  hands.    They 

irho  is  brou^t  to  give  an  account  of  jacobin-  were  to  accomfdiidi  the  purposes  of  order,  mo- 

IM,  of  republicanism,  and  of  philosophy.  rality,  and  submission  to  the  laws,  firom  the 

It  is  worthy  of  observaticm,  that  Uiis  ao-  principles  of  atheism,  profligacy,  and  sedition. 

eonnt  of  tiie  genius  of  jacobinism,  and  its  111  as  the  disguise  b^wne  them,  they  began 

dbds,  IB  not  confined  to  the  period  in  which  to  assume  the  mask  of  an  austere  and  rigid 

ttat  &ction  came  to  be  divided  within  itself,  virtue ;  they  exhausted  all  the  stores  of  their 

ia  several,  and  those  very  important  particu-  eloquence  (which  in  scmie  of  them  were  not 

Imi,  Brissot's  observations  apfdy  to  the  whole  inconsiderable)  in  declamations  against  tumult 

cf  die  preceding   period,  bdffNre    the   great  and  confii8i<Mi ;  they  made  daily  harangues  tm 

i^ifln,  and  whUst  the  jacobins  acted  as  one  the  Uessings  ol[  oi^er,  discipline,  quiet,  and 

Mjr;  insomuch,  that  the  &r  greater  part  of  obedience,  to  authority;  they  even  shewed 

lb  proceedings  of  ^  ruling  powers,  since  the  some  sort  of  dispo6iti(»  to  protect  such  pro- 

conmencement  of  the  revolution  in  France,  so  perty  as  had  not  been  confiscated.    They,  who 

itrikiiigly  painted,  so  strongly  and  so  justly  on  every  occasi<Mi  had  discovered  a  sort  of  fii- 

nprobatedby  Brissot,  were  Uie  acts  of  Brissot  rious  thirst  of  blood,  and  a  greedy  appetite  for 

liimsdf  and  his  associates.    All  the  members  slaughter,  who  avowed  and  gloried  in  the  mur- 

cf  the  Girondin  subdivision  were  as  deeply  ders  and  massacres  of  the  fourteenth  of  July, 

ttoceraed  as  any  of  the  Mountain  could  pos-  of  the  fiflh  and  sixth  of  October,  and  of  the 

libiy  be,and  some  of  them  much  more  deefdy,  in  tenth  of  August,  now  began  to  be  squeaimsh 

those  horrid  transactions  which  have  filled  all  and  fostidious  with  regard  to  those  of  the 

thethmking  part  of  Europe  with  the  greatest  second  of  September. 

detestation,  and  with  the  most  serious  appro-  In  their  pretended  scruples  on  the  sequel 

iMisions  for  the  common  liberty  and  safoty.  of  the  slaughter  of  the  tenth  of  August,  they 

A  question  will  very  naturally  be  asked,  imposed  upon  no  living  creature,  and  they  ob- 

iHiat  could  induce  Brissot  to  draw  such  a  pic-  tain  not  the  smallest  credit   for  humanity, 

tare  ?    He  must  have  been  sensiUe  it  was  his  They  endeavoured  to  establish  a  distincticm, 

•WL    The  answer  is — the  inducement  was  by  the  belief  of  which  they  hoped  to  keep  the 

jitt  same  with  that  which  led  him  to  partake  spirit  of  murder  safely  bottled  up,  and  sealed 

h  dw  perpetration  of  aU  the  crimes,  the  ca^  for  their  own  purposes,  without  endangering 

hriluus  effects  of  which  he  describes  with  themselves  by  the  fomes  of  the  poison  which 

As  pen  of 'a  master—ambition.    His  faction  they  prepared  for  their  enemies. 

krag  obtained  their  stupendous  and  unna-  Roland  was  the  chief  and  the  most  accredit- 

teal  power,  by  rooting  out  of  the  minds  of  his  ed  of  the  foction ; — his  morals  had  furnished 

Mhappy  countrymen  every  principle  of  reli-  little  matter  of  exception  against  him ;— old, 

fimf  moffality,  loyalty,  fidelity,  and  honour,  domestic,  and  uxorious,  he  led  a  private  life 

weovered,   that  when  authority  came  into  sufficiently  blameless.    He  was  therefore  set 

hands,  it  woukl  be  a  matter  of  no  small  up  as  the  Cato  of  the  republican  party,  which 

'  for  them  to  carry  on  government  on  did  not  abound  in  such  diaracters. 

«•  pnaciples  by  which  they  had  destroyed  it.  This  man  like  roost  of  the  chiefii,  was  the 

Thb  rights  of  men,  and  ^e  new  princifdes  manager  of  a  newspaper,  in   which  he  pro» 

tf  Ifterty  and  equality,  were  very  unhandy  moted  the  interest  of  his  party.    Hewasa&tal 

iMnnnents  for  those  who  wished  to  establish  present  by  the  revolutionists,  to  the  unhappj 
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of  Ins  MBbtan  vwler  the  sew  waspnpar^firl 

eowdtatioe.      Among    his    oofiea^oe*  were  to  tlw  ■igoilniH 

Cbiriere  and  8erf  an.    AD  the  three  have  which  thoae 

■inee  that  tine,  either  loat  their  heads  bj  the  ported. 

axe  of  their  associates  in  rebeUon,  or  to  evade  OnthisproBCffiptK»af  thecfargy,S|»indpJ 

their  own  rerolntioDary  justice  have  Uiten  hj  part  of  theosleanhle  qoancl  betweea  the  kaf 

their  own  hands.  and  thoae  ministers,  had  tisned.    ¥nm  tim 

These  ministers  were  regarded  hj  the  king  time  of  the  aathorized  paUicatka  of  diis  fibd, 

as  in  a  conspiracy  to  dethrone  him.    Nohody  some  of  the  mameufiea  kmg  and  aniiaaiy 


who  considers  the  circmnstances  which  pr^     ponoed  in  the  king's  depoaitiQn 

ceded  the  deposition  of  Louis  XVI. ;  nobody     and  more  erident  aad  dedared. 

who  attends  to  the  subeeqoent  condoct  of  those         The  lOlh  of  Aogost  canm  on,  and  in  dv 


ministers,  can  hesitate  about  the  reality  of  soch     manner  in  iHiich  Roland  had  predidedj^it 
a  conspiracy.     The  king  certainly  had  no     was  IbBowed  by  the  same 


doubt  ofit :  he  iound  himself  obliged  to  remote  king  was  deposed,  after  cniei 
them ;  and  the  necessity  which  first  obliged  the  coorts  and  in  the  apartments  of  Us 
him  to  choose  such  regicide  ministers,  con-  palace,  and  in  almost  all  parts  of  die  ci^.  Is 
strained  him  to  replace  them  by  Dumourier  reward  of  his  treason  to  his  old  master,  Rohad- 
the  jacobin,  and  some  others  of  httle  efficiency,  was  by  his  new  masters  named  minister  sfdis 
though  of  a  better  description.  home  department. 

A  little  before  this  removal,  and  evidently  as  The  massarres  of  the  second  of  SepteariMr 
a  part  of  the  conspiracy,  Roland  put  into  the  were  b^otten  by  the  massacres  of  the  teadi«f 
king's  hand  as  a  memorial,  the  most  insolent,  August.  They  were  universal^  foreseen arf 
seditious,  and  atrocious  libel,  that  has  probably  houriy  expected.  During  this  short  iatMnt 
ever  been  penned.  This  paper  Roland  a  few  between  the  two  murderous  scenes,  the  faaks, 
days  after  delivered  to  the  National  Assem-  male  and  female,  cried  out  havoc  as  laaAfnd 
biy,*  who  instantly  published  and  dispersed  it     as  fiercely  as  ever.    The  ordinary  jaBs  weft 

over  all  Prance ;  and  in  order  to  give  it  the  all  filled  with  prepared  victims ;  aad  wiM 
stronger  operation  they  declared,  that  he  and     they  overflowed,  churches  were  tnnied  into 

his  brother  ministers  had  carried  with  them  the  jails.    At  this  time  the  relentless  Robad  had 

re^et  of  the  nation.     None  of  the  writings  the  care  of  the  general  police ;  he  had  for  his 

which  have  inflamed  the  jacobin  spirit  to  a  colleague  the  bloody  Danton,  who  was  minis- 

sava^e  fury,  ever  worked  up  a  fiercer  ferment  ter    criT  justice : — Uie    insidious  Petion  was 

through  the  whole  mass  of  the  republicans  in  mayor  of  Paris--the  treacherous  Manuel  wts 

erery  part  of  France.  procurator  of  the  Common-haK.    The  magis- 

Under  the  thin  veil  oT predictiorij  he  strongly  trates  (some  or  all  of  them)  were  evidently  the 

recommends  all  the  abominable  practices  which  authors  of  this  massacre.    Lest  the  nationd 

afterwards  followed.    In  particular  be  inflamed  guards,  by  their  very  name,  be  reminded  of 

the  minds  of  the  populace  against  the  respect-  their  duty  in  preserving  the  lives  of  their  ^ 

able  and  conscientious  clergy,  who  became  the  low  citizens,  the  common  council  of  Pvts, 

chief  objects  of  the  massacre,  and  who  were  to  pretending  that  it  was  in  vain  to  think  of 

him  the  chief  objects  of  a  malignity  and  ran-  resisting  the  murderers  (although  in  truth  nei- 

cour  that  one  could  hardly  think  to  exist  in  an  ther  their  numbers  nor  their  arms  were  at  al 

human  heart.  formidable)  obliged  those  guards  to  draw  tiis 

We  have  the  relics  of  his  fanatical  persecu-  charges  from  their  muskets,  and  took  away 

tion  here.  We  are  in  a  condition  to  judge  of  the  their  bayonets.    One  of  their  journalists,  aad 

merits  of  the  persecutors  and  of  the  persecuted  according  to  their  fitsbion,  one  of  their  leading 

— ^I  do  not  say  the  accusers  and  accused;  statesmen,  Gorsas  mentions  this  fact  in  hif 

because  in  all  the  furious  declamations  of  the  newspaper,  which  he  formerly  called  theGaBey 

atheistic  faction  against  these  men,  not  one  Journal.     The  title  was  well  suited  to  tin 

specific  charge  has  been  made  upon  ahy  one  paper  and  its  author.    For  some  felonies  he 

person  of  those  who  suflTered  in  their  massacre^  had  been  sentenced  to  the  galleys ;  bat  by  ^ 

or  by  their  decree  of  exile.  benignity  of  the  late  king,  this  felon  (to  be  one 

The  king  had  declared  that  he  would  sooner  day  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a  regicide)  had 

perish  under  their  axe  (he  'ioo  well  saw  what  been  pardoned  and  released  at  the  interceMOoa 

of  the  ambassadors  of  Tippoo  Stiltan.    Hif 

*  Presented  to  the  king  June  IS,  delivered  to  gratitude  was  sudi  as  might  naturally  hava 

Urn tha  preceding  Monday.— TVonstofsr.  been  expected:  and  it  has  latefy  been  w- 
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nadad  as  itdesenred.     This  liberated  galley-  thou^t  rigid  and  too  scanty  in  his  measure, 

ivre  was  raised  in  mockery  of  all  criminal  he  thinks  it  may  be  long.    But  he  would  have 

bw,  to  be  minister  of  justice :  he  became  firtHn  things  to  cease  at  length.    But  when,  and 

lui  eleva^oD  a  more  conspicuous  object  of  ac-  where  ? — When  they  may  approach  his  own 

cnaation,  and  he  has  since  received  the  punish-  person. 

BMBtof  his  former  crimes  in  proscripticm  and  *^  Yuterday"  says  he,  **  the  ministers  wer« 
dsath.  denounced :  vagudy  indeed  as  to  the  matter , 
It  will  be  asked  bow  the  minister  of  the  because  subjects  of  reproach  were  wanting ; 
Immm  department  was  employed  at  this  crisis  ?  but  with  that  warmth  and  force  of  assertion, 
"TIm  day  after  the  nuissacre  had  commenced,  which  strike  the  imagination  and  seduce  it  for 
Kobnd  appeared,  but  not  with  the  powerful  a  moment,  and  which  mislead  and  destroy  con- 
is  of  a  protecting  magistrate,  to  rescue  fidence,  without  which  no  man  should  remain 
who  had  survived  the  slaughter  of  the  in  place  in  a  free  government.     Yesterday , 
day :  nothing  of  this.    On  the  third  of  againj  in  an  assembly  of  the  presidents  of  all 
(that  is  the  day  after  the  com-  the  sections,  convokoid  by  the  ministers,  with 
Kraent  of  the  massacre)*  he  writes  a  a  view  of  conciliating  all  minds,  and  of  mutual 
la^,  di^wrate,  verbose  epistle  to  the  assem-  explanation,    I  perceived  that  distnut  toJueh 
Hf,  in  which,  after  magnifying,  according  to  suapeeta,  interrogates,  and  fetters  operations." 
till  fon  ton  of  the  revolution,  his  own  integrity,  In  this  manner  (that  is,  in  mutual  suspi- 
iHaaoity,  courage,  and  patriotism,  he  first  di-  cions  and  interrogatories)  this  virtuous  mini*- 
Mctfy  ju^fies  aU  the  bloody  proceedings  of  the  ter  of  the  home  department,  and  all  the  magis- 
talh  of  August.    He  considers  the  slaughter  tracy  of  Paris,  spent  the  first  day  of  the  maa- 
^intday  as  a  necessary  measure  for  defeating  sacre,  the  atrocity  of  which  has  spread  horrour 
«eoiH|Mracy,  (which  with  a  ftill  knowledge  (^  and  alarm  throughout  Europe.    It  does  not 
tiiftltdiood  of  his  asserticm)  he  asserts  to  have  appear  that  the  putting  a  stop  to  the  massacre, 
!«<■  formed  for  a  massacre  <^  the  people  of  had  any  part  in  the  object  of  their  meeting,  or 
Mi,  and  which  he  more  than  insinuates,  in  their  consultations  when  they  were  met. 
'VM  tile  work  of  his  late  unhappy  master,  who  Here  was  a  minister  tremblingly  alive  to  hii 
VM  uiveraally  known  to  carry  his  dread  of  own  safety,  dead  to  that  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
Aidding  the  blood  of  his  most  guilty  subjects  eager  to  preserve  his  place,  and  worse  than  in- 
to an  ezoess.  dififerent  about  its   most    important   duties. 
"  Without  the  day  of  the  tenth,**  says  he,  Speaking  of  the  people,  he  says  "  that  their 
**  it  is  evident  that  we  should  have  been  lost,  hidden  enemies  may  make  use  of  this  agita^ 
Tbe  court,  prepared  for  a  k>ng  time,  waited  tion,"  (the  tender  appellation  which  he  give  to 
ftr  the  hour  which  was  to  accumulate  all  trea-  horrid  massacre)  "  to  hurt  their  best  fiitndSf 
•QOs,  to  display  over  Paris  the  standard  of  and  their  most  able  d^enders.    Already  the 
Ui,  and  to  reign  there  by  terrour.     The  example  begins;  let  it  restrain  and  arrest  a 
MBseof  the  people  (le  sentiment)  always  just  jtut  rage.    Indignation  carried  to  its|  height 
aad  ready  when  their  opinion  is  not  corrupted,  commences  proscriptions  which  foil  only  <m  the 
fiimaw  the  epoch  marked  for  their  destruction,  guilty ,  but  in  which  errour,  and  particularly 
ad  roMlered  it  fotal  to  the  conspirators."    He  passions  may  Portly  involve  the  honest  man" 
thai  proceeds,  in  the  cant  which  has  been  ap-  He  saw  that  the  able  artificers  in  the  trade 
ifisd  to  palliate  all  their  atrocities  for  the  four-  and  mystery  of  murder  did  not  choose  that 
iHath  of  July,  1789,  to  the  present  time ; —  their  skill  should  be  unemployed  after  their 
''It  is  in  the  nature  of  things,**  continues  he,  first  work ;  and  that  they  were  foU  as  ready  to 
"■ad  in  that  of  the  human  heart,  that  victory  cut  off  their  rivals  as  their  enemies.    This 
ihoald  bring  with  it  some  excess.     The  sea,  gave  him  one  alarm  that  was  serious.     This 
Ifkated  by  a  violent  storm,  roars  long,  after  ^tter  of  Roland  in  every  part  of  it  lets  out  the 
tt»  tea^MSt ;    but  every  thing  has  bounds ^  secret  of  all  the  parties  in  this  revcdution. 
wldeh  oo^t  at  length  to  be  observed."  Plena  rimarum  est ;  hoc,  atque  iliac  perfiuit, 
hk  thifl  memorable  epistle,  he  considers  such  We    see    that  none  of  them  condemn    the 
•MSiiet  M  &talitie8  arising  firom  the  very  na*  occasional  practice  of  murder ;    provided  it 
1MB  of  tfiings,  and  consequently  not  \x>  be  pun-  is   properly  applied ;    provided    it    is    kept 
fahed.    He  allows  a  space  of  time  for  die  du-  within   the   bounds,    which    each    of  those 
laliaBofthefe  agitations:  and  lest  he  shoukl  be  parties  think  proper  to  prescribe.    In  this 

case  Roland  feared,  that  if  what  was  occasion- 

•  Letter  to  the  ^National  ^'Jf  ™^\y»  S^^tTl?  ally  usefiil,  shouU  become  habitual,  the  prac- 

^T^eT2S!ltir^Lro7'J^^^^  tiSmight'go  further  than  was  convenient.    It 
Vol..  II.— 11. 


164  PREFACE  TO  M.  BBISSOT^ 

mi^t  inydre  the  best  frienda  cf  the  last  revo-  of  their  former  real 

lotion,  as  it  had  done  the  heroes  of  the  first  be  did  not  foresee,  tiiat  in  the  course  of  nx- 

revcdutioo  :  he  feared  that  it  would  not  be  con-  inontbs  a  formal  manifrato  on  the  part  of  hu^ 

fined   to  the  Lafayettes  and  Clermont^Ton-  self  and  his  foction,  written  by  his  coofedenia 

nerres,  the  Duponts  and  Barnaven,  but  that  it  Brissot,  was  to  represent  this  **  ^erveteeiu^ 

might  extend  to  the  Brissots  and  Vergniauxs,  as  another  "  St.  Bartholomew^  and  speak rf 

to  the  Condorcets,  the  Potions,  and  to  him-  it  as  "  having  made  humanity  ahuddeff  omI 

self.     Under  this   apprehension  there  is  no  ndlied  the  revobuUm  for  ever. ^* 

doubt  that  his  humane  fedings  were  altogether        It  is  very  remaricable  that  he  takes  opoa 

unaffected.  himself  to  luiow  the  motives  of  die  usaeav, 

His  obsenrationsoQ  the  massacre  of  the  pre-  their  pcdicy,  and  even  what  they  "  bdiered." 
ceding  day  are  such  as  cannot  be  passed  over :  How  could  this  be  if  he  had  no  comectioBwHb 
— "  Yesterday,"  said  he,  *'  was  a  day  upon  them?  He  praises  the  murderers  for  Ml 
the  events  of  which  it  is  perhaps  necessary  to  having  taken  as  yet  all  the  lives  of  those  who 
leave  a  veil;  I  know  that  the  people  with  had,  as  he  calls  it,  "preaenied  themuheiU 
their  vengeance  mingled  a  eort  c/^uelice ;  they  victims  to  tibeir  fiiry.'*  He  paints  the  inu»> 
did  not  take  for  victims  all  who  presented  raUe  priscmers  who  had  been  forcibty  pOed 
themselves  to  their  fury  ;  they  directed  it  to  upon  oae  another  in  the  church  of  the  Ca^ 
thetn  toko  had  for  a  long  time  been  spared  by  melites,  by  his  foction,  as  yieeemting  Aeta- 
ta eword  of  the  Unoj  and  who  they  beUevedf  aelvee  as  victims  to  their  fury ;  as  if  deaA  wm 
firom  the  peril  of  circumstances,  siKxikl  be  sa-  their  choice;  or,  (alkywing  the  idiom  of  hii 
crificed  without  delay.  But  I  know  that  it  is  hnguage  to  make  this  equivocal)  as  if  diej 
easy  to  villaine  and  traitors  to  misrepresent  were  by  some  accident  preeented  to  the  (arj  m 
this  ^ervescenoe,  and  that  it  must  be  checked :  their  assassins :  whereas  he  knew,  that  the 
I  know  that  we  owe  to  all  France  the  declara-  leaders  of  the  murderers  sought  these  pore  uA 
tion,  that  the  executive  power  could  not  foresee  innocent  victims  in  the  places  where  di^  had 
or  prevent  this  excess.  I  know  that  it  is  due  deposited  them,  and  were  sure  to  find  tfaeak 
to  the  constituted  authorities  to  place  a  Hmit  The  very  selection,  which  he  praises  as  a  MVf 
to  it,  or  c(msider  themselves  as  abolished."  ef  justice  tempering  their  fiiry,  prvm&hejffA 

In  the  midst  of  this  carnage  he  thinks  of  a  doubt,  the  foresight,  deliberation,  and  nw 

nothing  but  throwing  a  veil  over  it ;  which  was  thod  with  which  this  massacre  was  made.  He 

at  once  to  cover  the  guilty  from  punishment,  knew  that  circumstance  on  the  very  day  of  d» 

and  to  extinguish  all  compassion  for  the  suf*  commencement  of  the  massacres,  when,  in  d 

ferers.     He  apologizes  for  it ;  in  fact,  he  jus-  probability,  he  had  begun  this  letter,  for  h* 

tifies  it.    He  who  (as  the  reader  has  just  seen  presented  it  to  the  assembly  oo  the  very  next, 
in  what  is  quoted  from  this  letter)  feels  so        Whilst,  however,  he  defends  these  acta,  ho 

much  indignation  at  "  vague  denunciations'*  is  conscious  that  they  will  appear  in  anodier 

when  made  against  himself,  and  from  which  light  to  the  world.    He  therefore  acqtrits  the 

he  then  feared  nothing  more  than  the  subver-  executive  power,  that  is,  he  acquits  himadf 

sion  of  his  power,  is  not  ashamed  to  consider  (but  only  by  his  own  assertion)  of  those  ads 

the  charge  of  a  conspiracy  to  massacre  the  "of  vengeance  mixed  voith  a  sort  of  judics* 

Parisians  brought  against  his  master  upon  de-  "  as  an  excess  which  he  could  neither  fereioe 

nunciations   as  vague  as  possible,  or  rather  nor  prevent."    He  could  not,  he  says,  foresee 

upon  no  denunciations,  as  a  perfect  justifica-  these  acts ;   when  he  telb  us,  the  people  of 

tion  of  the  monstrous  proceedings  against  him.  Paris  had  sagacity  so  well  to  foresee  thed»- 

He  is  not  ashamed  to  call  the  murder  of  the  signs  of  the  court  on  the  tenth  of  August;  to 

unhappy  priests  in  the  Carmen^  who  were  un->  foresee  them  so  weQ,  as  to  mark  the  predie 

der  no  criminal  denunciation  whatsoever,  "  a  epoch  on  which  they  were  to  be  executed,  uA 

vengeance  mingled  with  a  sort  of  justice  ,•"  he  to  contrive  to  anticipate  them  on  the  veiy  day: 

observes  that  "  they  had  been  a  long  time  he  could  not  foresee  these  events,  thoa^  he 

spared  by  the  sword  of  the  law,"  and  calls  by  declares  in  this  very  letter  that  vietofy  umid 

anticipation  all  those  who  should  represent  this  bring  with  it  some   excess  ; — **  that  the  sea 

"  effervescence^  in  other  colours,  viUains  and  roars  long  after  the  tempest."    So  fiu*  as  toMa 

traitors  :  he  did  not  then  foresee,  how  soon  foresiglit.    As  to  his  disposition  to  prevent,  tf 

himself  and  his  accomplices  would  be  under  he  had  foreseen  the  massacres  of  that  day  ;dli8 

the  necessity  of  assuming  the  pretended  cha-  will  be  judged  by  his  care  in  putting  a  stop  to 
racier  of  this  new  sort  c£  "  villany  and  treen 
son**  in  the  hope  of  obliterating  the  memmy        *  See  p.  13,  and  p.  18,  of  this  translatioa. 
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^M  massacre  then  going  oo.    This  was  no  time;  order  and  justice,  and  a  sacred  regard  for 

matter  of  foresight.    He  was  in  the  very  midst  personal  property,  were  to  become  the  rules  for 

«(it.    He  does  not  so  much  as  pretend,  that  the  new  democracy.     Here  Roland  and  the 

he  had  used  an}'  force  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  Brissotins  leagued  for  their  own  preservation, 

But  if  he  had  used  any,  the  sanction  given  by  endeavouring  to  preserve  peace.      This 

OHler  his  hand,  to  a  sort  oTjustice  in  the  mur-  short  story  will  render  many  of  the  parts  of 

derers,  was  enough  to  disarm  the  protecting  Brissot's  pamphlet,  in  which  Roland's  views 

force.  and  intentions  are  so  often  alluded  to,  the  more 

That  approbation  of  what  they  had  already  intelligible  in  themselves,  and  the  more  useful 

done,  had  its  natural  effect  on  the  executive  as-  in  their  application  by  the  English  reader. 

■alias,  then  in  the  paroxysm  of  their  fury,  as  Under  the  cover  of  these  artifices,  Roland, 

well  as  on  their  employers,  then  in  the  midst  of  Brissot,  and  their  party  hoped  to  gain  the 

Ae  execution  of  their  deliberate,  cold-blooded  bankers,    merchants,    substantial    tradesmen, 

mtem  of  murder.    He  did  not  at  all  differ  from  hoarders  of  assignats,  and  purchasers  of  the 

odier  of  them  in  the  principle  of  those  execu-  confiscated  lands  of  the  clergy  and  gentry,  to 

li«8,  but  only  in  the  time  of  their  duration ;  and  join  with  their  party,  as  holding  out  some  sort 

Ait  only  as  it  affected  himself.     This,  though  of  security  to  the  effects  which  they  possessed, 

to  him  a  great  consideration,  was  none  to  his  whether  these  effects  were  the  acquisitions  of 

eoafedemtes,  who  were  at  the  same  time  his  &ir  cmnmerce,  or  the  gains  of  jobbing  in  the 

rivals.    They  were  encouraged  to  accomplish  misfortunes  of  their  country,  and  the  plunder 

tk  woik  they  had  in  hand.     They  did  accom-  of  their  fellow  citizens.     In  this  design  the 

fSdiit;  and  whilst  this  grave  moral  epistle  party  ofRoland  and  Brissot  succeeded  in  a  great 

from  a  grave  minister,  recommending  a  cessa-  degree.      They  obtained  a  majority  in  the 

tka  of  their  work  of  "  vengeance  mingled  with  National  Convention.     Composed  however  as 

a  sort  of  justice**  was  before  a  grave  assembly,  that  Assembly  is,  their  majority  was  fiir  from 

(he  tothors  uf  the  massacres  proceeded  with-  steady :  but  whilst  they  appeared  to  gain  the 

oat  interruption  in  their  business  for  four  days  Convention,  and  many  of  the  outlying  departs 

iBgetfier ;  that  is,  until  the  seventh  of  that  ments,  they  lost  the  city  of  Paris  entirely  and 

■OBtfa,  and  until  all  the  victims  of  the  first  irrecoverably  ;  it  was  fallen  into  the  hands  of 

inscription  in  Paris  and  at  Versailles,  and  Marat,  Robespierre,  and  Danton.     Their  in- 

Mveral  other  places,  were  immolated  at  the  struments  were  the  saru-ciUottes,  or  rabble, 

Anne  of  the   grim    Moloch  of  liberty  and  who  domineered  in  that  capital,  and  were 

eqtiali^.     All  the  priests,  all  the  loyalists,  all  wholly  at  the  devotion  of  those  incendiaries, 

tie  first  essayists  and  novices  of  the  revolution  and  received  their  daily  pay.     The  people  of 

ia  1789,  thai  could  be  found,  were  promiscu-  property  were  of  no  consequence,  and  trembled 

oadly  put  to  death.  before  Marat  and  his  janissaries.    As  that 

Through  the  whole  cf  this  long  letter  of  Ro-  great  man  had  not  obtained  the  helm  of  the 

Ind,  it  is  curious  to  remark  how  the  nerve  and  state,  it  was  not  yet  come  to  his  turn  to  act  the 

vipmr  of  his  style,  which  had  spoken  so  po-  part  of  Brissot  and  his  friends,  in  the  assertion 

tathf  to  his  sovereign,  is  relaxed,  when  he  (^subordination  and  regular  government.    But 

■Ui esses  himself  to  the  sans-^Mlottes ;  how  Robespierre  has  survived  both    these  rival 

Ait  strength  and  dexterity  of  arm,  with  which  chiefs,  and  is  now  the  great  patron  of  jacobin 

hb  parties  and  beats  down  the  sceptre,  is  en-  order. 

Mled  and  lost,  when  he  comes  to  fence  with  To  balance  the  exorbitant  power  of  Paris, 

db  poniard  I    When  he  speaks  to  the  popu-  (which    tlireatened  to  leave  nothing  to  the 

hut  he  can  no  longer  be  direct.     The  whole  National  Convention,  but  a  character  as  insig- 

of  the  language  is  tried  to  find  synon-  nificant  as  that  which  the  first  assembly  had 

and  circumlocutions  for  massacre  and  assigned  to  the  unhappy  liouis  XVI.)  the 

Things  are  never  called  by  their  &cti(m  of  Brissot,  whose  leaders  were  Rdand, 

flBBmoo  names.    Massacre  is  sometimes  a^'-  Petion,  Vergniaux,  Isnard,  Condorcet,  &c. 

Mim,  sometimes  ^erveacence,  sometimes  ea>  &c.  &c.  applied  themselves  to  gain  the  great 

em ;  sometimes  too  continued  an  exercise  of  a  commercial  towns,  Lyons,  Marseilles,  Rouen, 

mohdonary  power,  Nantz,  and  Bourdeaux.     The  republicans  of 

However,  afler  what  had  passed  had  been  the  Brissotin  description,  to  whom  the  con- 

piaised,  or  excused,  or  pardoned,  he  declares  cealed  royalists,  still  very  numerous,  joined 

londy  against    sudi  proceedings   in  future,  themselves,  obtained  a  temporary  superiority 

Crimes  had  pioneered  and  made  smooth  the  in  these  places.    In  Bourdeaux,  on  account 

way  for  the  uMrch  of  the  virtues ;  and  ftom  that  of  the  activity  and  eloquence  of  some  of  its 
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repreientatiyesy  this  miperiori^  was  the  most  accoant   received  also  the   name   of  jtii^ 

distinguished.     This  last  city  is  seated  on  the  ralista. 

Garonne,  or  Gironde ;  and  being  the  centre  of         Things  oo  both  sides  hastened  fiist  to  ex- 

a  department  named  from  that  river,  the  ap-  tremities.    Paris,  the  mother  of  equally,  was 

pellation  of  Girondists  was  given  to  the  wh<^e  herself  to  be  equalized.     Matters  were  cooe 

party.     These  and  some  other  towns  declared  to  this  alternative  ;  either  that  city  must  be 

strongly  against  the  principles  of  anarchy ;  and  reduced  to  a  mere  member  <^  the  federative 

against  the  despotism  of  Paris.    Numerous  republic,  or,  the  Convention,  chosen,  as  ibey 

addresses  were  sent  to  the  Convention,  pro-  said,  by  aQ  France,  was  to  be  brou^t  rego- 

mising  to  maintain  its  authority,  whidi  the  larly  and  systematically  under  the  domioioo  of 

addressers  were  pleased  to  consider  as  legal  the  common-hall,  and  even  one  of  any  of  the 

and  constitutional,  though  chosen,  not  to  com-  sections  of  Paris. 

pose  an  executive  government,  but  to  form  a        In  this  awful  contest,  thus  brought  to  issoo, 

plan  for  a  constitution.  the  great  mother  dub  of  the  jacobins  was  eiH 

In  the  Convention  measures  were  taken  to  tirely  in  the  Parisian  interest.    The  Giroodini 

obtain  an  armed  force  from  the  several  depart-  no  longer  dared  to  show  their  &ce8  in  that 

ments  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  that  body,  and  assembly.    Nine  tenths  at  least  of  the  jacoto 

to  provide  for  the  personal  safety  of  the  mem-  clubs  throughout  France,  adhered  to  the  gre^ 

bers ;  neither  of  which,  from  the  fourteenth  of  patriarchal  jacobiniers  (^ Paris,  to  whidi  tfaej 

July,  1789,  to  this  hour,  have  been  really  en-  were  (to  use  their  own  term)  ({ffUiated.   No 

joyed  by  their  assemblies  sitting  under  any  authority  (^magistracy,  judicial  or  ezecatife, 

denomination.  had  the  least  weight,  whenever  these  dabi 

This  scheme,  which  was  well  conceived,  chose  to  interfere ;  and  they  chose  to  interfere 
had  not  the  desired  success.  Paris,  from  in  every  thing,  and  on  every  occasion.  AH 
which  the  Convention  did  not  dare  to  move,  hope  <^  gaining  them  to  the  support  of  pro* 
though  some  threats  of  such  a  departure  were  perty,  or  to  the  acknowledgment  of  any  law  but 
from  time  to  time  thrown  out,  was  too  power-  their  own  will,  was  evidently  vain,  and  hope- 
ful fer  the  party  of  the  Gironde.  Some  of  the  less.  Nothing  but  an  armed  insurrectioii 
proposed  guards,  but  neither  with  regularity  against  their  anardiical  authori^,  could  an- 
nor  in  force,  did  indeed  arrive  ;  they  were  de-  swer  the  purpose  of  the  Giroodins.  Anarchy 
bauched  as  fast  as  they  came  ;  or  were  sent  to  was  to  be  cured  by  rebellicm,  as  it  had  been 
the  frontiers.     The  game  played  by  the  revo-  caused  by  it. 

luticmists  in  1789,  with  respect  to  the  French        As  a  preliminary  to  this  attempt  mi  the  jap 

guards  of  the  unhappy  king,  was  now  played  cobins  and  the  commons  of  Paris,  whicfa  it 

against  the  departmental  guards,  called  togeth-  was  hoped  would  be  supported  by  all  the  re- 

er  for  the   protection  of  the  revolutionists,  maining  property  of  France,  it  became  abao- 

Every  part  of  thoir  own  policy  comes  round,  lutely  necessary  to  prepare  a  manifesto,  laT* 

and  strikes  at  their  own  power  and  their  own  ing  before  the  puUic  the  whole  policy,  geniuSj 

lives.  character,  and  conduct  of  the  partisans  of  clid> 

The  Parisians,  on  their  part,  were  not  slow  government.  To  make  this  exposition  tf 
in  taking  the  alarm.  They  had  just  reason  to  fully  and  clearly  as  it  ought  to  be  xiiade,  itvra* 
apprehend,  that  if  they  permitted  the  smallest  of  the  same  unavoidable  necessity  to  g^ 
delay,  they  should  see  themselves  besieged  by  through  a  series  of  transactions,  in  which  all 
an  army  collected  from  all  parts  of  France,  those  concerned  in  this  revolution,  were  at  tht 
Violent  threats  were  thrown  out  against  that  several  periods  of  their  activity,  deeply  i** 
ci^  in  the  assembly.  Its  total  destruction  was  volved.  In  consequence  <^  this  design,  and 
menaced.  A  very  remarkable  expression  was  under  those  difficulties,  Brissot  prepared  Aa 
used  in  these  debates,  "  that  in  future  times  it  ft^owing  declaration  of  his  party,  which  he  es> 
might  be  inquired,  on  what  part  of  the  Seine  ecuted  with  no  small  ability ;  and  in  this  man- 
Paris  had  stood."  The  fkcticm  which  ruled  in  ner  the  whole  mystery  of  the  French  revolutiH 
Paris,  too  bold  to  be  intimidated,  and  Xqo  vigi-  was  laid  open  in  all  its  parts, 
lant  to  be  surprised,  instantly  armed  themselves.  It  is  almost  needless  to  mention  to  ihf 
In  their  turn  they  accused  the  Girondists  of  a  reader  the  fate  of  the  design  to  which  thi: 
treasonable  design  to  break  tfte  republic  one  pamphlet  was  subservient.  The  jacobins  oi 
and  ineUvisiblet  (whose  unity  they  contended  Paris  were  more  prompt  than  their  adversa 
eould  only  be  preserved  by  the  supremacy  of  ries.  They  were  the  readiest  to  resort  ti 
Paris)  into  a  number  <^  coi\fedenUe  com-  what  Lafayette  calls  the  moat  sacred  p^  d 
mcnwealths.    Th«  Girondin  ftction  on  this  dvUfxe*^  that  of  inmrret^ion.    Another  era  d 
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inly  iiMurr«ctioo,  commenced  the  thirty-6rst  liye  design,  that  ever  was  carried  en  since  the 

of  last  May.     As  the  first  fruits  of  that  insur-  beginning  of  the  world,  against  all  property,  all 

ractioa  grailed  on  insurrection,  and  of  that  re-  order,  all  religion,  all  law,  and  all  real  freedom, 

bdlion  improving  upon  rebellion,  the  sacred  The  reader  is  requested  to  attend  to  the 

irresponsible  character  of  the  members  of  the  part  of  this  pamphlet  which  relates  to  the  con- 

CoDTeDtion  was  laughed  to  scorn.     They  had  duct  of  the  jacd>in8,  with  regard  to  the  Aus- 

themselves  shewn  in  their  proceedings  against  trian  Netherlands,  which  they  call  Bdgia,  or 

the  late  king,  how  little  the  most  fixed  princi-  Belgium.    It  isfi'om  page  seventy-two  to  page 

piss  are  to  bo  relied  upon,  in  their  revoluticm-  eigh^-four   o£  this    translation.      Here    the 

anr  constitution.     The  members  <^  the  Gi-  views  and  designs  upon  all  their  neighbours 

rondin  party  in  the  Convention,  were  seized  are  fully  displayed.     Here  the  whole  mystery 

upon  or  obliged  to  save  themselves  by  flight,  of  their  ferocious  politics  is  laid  open  with  the 

The  unhappy  author  of  this  piece,  with  twenty  utmost  deamess.    Here  the  manner  in  which 

of  his  associates,  sufiTered  together  on  the  sca^  they  would  treat  every  nation  into  which  they 

bid,  after  a  trial,  the  iniquity  of  which  puts  could  introduce  their  doctrines  and  influence 

•11  description  to  defiance.  is  distinctly  marked.     We  see  that  no  nation 

The  English  reader  will  draw  from  this  was  out  of  danger,  and  we  see  what  the  dan- 

WQik  of  Brissot,  and  from  the  result  of  the  last  ger  was  with  which  every  nation  was  threat- 

Mnig^  of  this  party,  some  useful  lessons,  ened.     The  writer  of  this  pamphlet  throws 

He  will  be  enabled  to  judge  <^  the  infbrma-  the  blame  of  several  of  the  most  violent  o(  the 

tioo  of  those,  who  have  undertaken  to  guide  proceedings  (m  the  other  party.    He  and  his 

ttd  enlighteQ  us,  and  who,  for  reasons  best  fiiends,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  had  a  majority 

bomi  to  themselves,  have  diosen  to  paint  the  in  the  National  Assembly.    He  admits  that 

Fitnch  revolution  and  its  consequences  in  neither  he  nor  they  ever  publicly  opposed  these 

bnJUtBt  and  flattering   colours. — They  will  measures;  but  he  attributes  their  silence,  to 

bow  how  to  appreciate  the  liberty  of  France,  fear  of  rendering  themselves  suspected.    It  is 

^"Uch  has  been  so  much  magnified  in  Eng-  most  certain,  that  whether  from  fear,  or  from 

ind.    They  will  do  justice  to  the  wisdom  and  approbation,  they  never  discovered  any  dislike 

goodness  of  their  sovereign  and  his  parlia-  <^  those  proceedings,  till    Dumourier    was 

Qent,  iriio  have  put  them  in  a  state  of  de-  driven  from  the  Netherlands.     But  whatever 

^Ke,  in  the  war  audaciously  made  upon  us,  their  motive  was,  it  is  plain  that  the  most  vio- 

ia  fiiToar  of  that  kind  of  liberty.    When  we  Imt  is,  and  since  the  revolution  has  always 

We  (u  here  we  must  see)  in  their  true  colours  been,  the  predominant  party. 

^  character  and  policy  of  our  enemies,  our  If  Europe  could  not  be  saved  without  our 

gntitDde  will  become  an  active  principle.    It  interposition,  (most  certainly  it  could  not)  I 

^  piodoce  a  strong  and  zealous  co-operation  i^  sure  there  is  not  an  Englishman,  iriio 

^Hk  the  efibrts  of  our  government,  in  &vour  would  not  blush  to  be  left  out  of  the  general  ef^ 

<f  a  eopstitodoa  under  which  we  enjoy  advan-  fort  made  in  fiivpur  of  the  general  safety.    But 

tifss,  the  full  value  of  which,  the  querulous  we  are  not  secondary  parties  in  this  war ;  toe 

mabMss  of  human  nature  requires  sometimes.  ar^jnindpaU  in  the  danger,  and  we  ought  to 

the  opportunity  of  a  comparison,  to  understand:  bo-principaU  in  the  eaeertion.    If  any  English- 

tfd  to  rdish.      -^  ~  spin  asks  whethef  ihe  designs  of  the  French 

Our  confidence  in  those  who  watch  for  the  ^sfASsins  are  confined  to  Uie  spot  of  Europe 

piAUe  will  not  be  lessened.    We  shall  be  sen-  which  they  actually  desolate,  the  citizen  Bris- 

aUe  that  to  alarm  us  in  die  late  circumstances  sot,  the  author  of  this  book,  and  the  author  of 

tf  our  aflTairs,  was  not  for  our  mole^tion,  the  declaration  of  war  against  England,  will 

bt  (or  our  security.    We  diall  be  sensible  that  give  him  his  answer.    He  will  find  in  this 

this  alarm  was  not  ill-timed — and  that  it  ought  book,  that  the  republicans  are  divided  into 

to  have  been  gi^oi,  as  it  was  given,  before  factions,  full  of  the  most  furious  and  destruc- 

thememy  had  time  fully  to  mature  and  ac-  tive  animosities  against  each  other:  but  ha 

eemplish  their  plans,  fi>r  reducing  us  to  the  will  find  also  that  there  is  one  point  in  which 

eoaditioB  of  France,  as  that  condition  is  faith-  they  perfectly  agree — that  they  are  all  ene« 

biy  and  without  exaggeration  described  in  the  mies  alike,  to  the  government  of  all  other 

bflowing  woric.    We  now  have  our  arms  in  nations,  and  only  ccmtend  with  each  other 

IV  hands ;  we  have  the  means  of  opposing  about  the  means  of  propagating  their  tenetSi 

die  fleiuw,  the  courage,  and  the  resources  of  and  extending  their  empire  by  conquests. 

BBglaad,  to  the  deepest,  the  most  craftily  do^  It  is  true,  that  in  this  present  work,  which 

',  tlie  best  combined,  and  the  most  extoi-  die  author  professedly  designed  foe  an  appetl 
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to  ibreign  nations  and  posterity,  he  has  dressed  incidence  is  exact ;  the  proof  is  cain|Mte  at 

np  the  philosophy  of  his  own  &ction  in  as  irresistible. 

decent  a  garb  as  he  could  to  make  her  appear-        In  a  caose  like  this,  and  in  a  time  like  dio 

•nee  in  public ;  but  du-ough  every  disguise  present,  there  is  no  neutrality.    They  mho 

her  hideous  figure  may  be  distincUy  seen,  are  not  actively,  and  with  decisioB  and  energj, 

If,  however,  the  reader  still  wishes  to  see  her  against  jacobinism,  are  its  partisans.    Thej 

in  all  her  naked  deformity,  I  would  further  r&-  who  do  not  dread  it,  love  it.    It  cannot  be 

ier  him  to  a  private  letter  of  Brissot  written  viewed  with  indifference.    It  is  a  thing  made 

towards  the  end  of  the  last  year,  and  quoted  to  produce  a  powerfiil  impression  cm  the  fed- 

in  a  late  very  able  pamphlet  of  Mallet  du  Pan.  ings.    Such  is  the  nature  of  jacobinism,  sudi 

"  We  must,"  (says  our  philosopher)  *^  tetJbrB  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  this  ^stem  must  be 

to  the  four  comer*  of  Europt  ,*"  in  that  alone  regarded  either  with  enthusiastic  admir&tioo, 

is  our  safety.     *'  Dumourier  cannot  suit  um.  or  with  the  highest   degree  of  detestatioo, 

I  always  distrusted  him.     Miranda  is  the  gen-  resentment  and  horrour. 
eral  for  us ;  he  understands  the  revolutionary        Another  great  lesson  may  be  taught  by  this 

power  J  he  has  courage,  lights,  ^,^*    Here  book,  and  by  the  fortune  of  the  author,  and 

every  thing  is  fairly  avowed  in  plain  language,  his  party :  I  mean  a  lesson  drawn  from  the 

The  triumph  of  philosophy  is  the  universal  consequences  of  oogaging  in  daring  innorar 

conflagration  of  Europe ;  the  only  real  dis-  tions,  from  an  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to 

satis&ction  with  Dumourier  is  a  suspicion  limit  their  mischievous  operation  at  ourpleap 

cf  his  moderation ;  and  the  secret  motive  of  sure,  and  by  our  policy  to  secure  ourselves 

that  preference  which  in  this  very  pamphlet  against  the  effect  of  the  evil  examples  we  bold 

the  author  gives  to  Miranda,  though  wiUiout  out    to    the    world.     This  lesson  is  tsu^ 

assigning  his  reasons,  is  declared  to  be  the  su-  through  almost  all  the  important  pages  of  hu- 

perior  fitness  <^  that  foreign  adventurer  for  tory ;  but  never  has  it  been  taught  so  deariy 

the  purposes  o(  subversion  and  destruction. —  and  so  awfully  as  at  this  hour.    The  revoltt- 

On  the  other  hand,  if  there  can  be  any  man  in  tionists  who  have  just  suffered  an  ignoauniooi 

this  country  so  hardy  as  to  undertake  the  de-  death,  under  the  sentence  of  the  revohitiooary 

fence  or  the  apology  of  the  present  monstrous  tribunal  (a  tribunal  composed  of  those  widi 

usurpers  of  France  ;  and  if  it  should  be  said  whom  they  had  triumphed  in  the  total  destme* 

in  their  favour,  that  it  is  not  just  to  credit  the  tion  of  the  ancient  government)  where  by  no 

dharges  of  their  enemy  Brissot  against  them,  means  ordinary  men,  or  without  very  coDsid^ 

who  have  actually  tried  and  condemned  him  erable  talents  and  resources.    But  with  aUtbeir 

on  the  very  same  charges  among  others ;  we  talents  and  resources,  and  the  apparent  too- 

are  luckily  supplied  with  the  best  possible  mentary  extent  of  their  power,  we  see  the  &te 

evidence  in  support  of  this  part  of  his  bode  of  their  projects,  their  power,  and  their  pe^ 

against  them :  it  comes  from  among  themselves,  sons.    We  see  before  our  eyes  the  absurdity  of 

Camille  Desmoulins  published  the  ''History  thinking  to  establish  order  upon  principles  of 

of  the  Brissotins"  in  answer  to  this  very  ad-  confusion,  or  with  the  materials  and  instro- 

dress  of  Brissot.    It  was  the  counter-mani-  ments  of  rebellion,  to  build  up  a  solid  and 

festo  of  the  last  holy  revoluticm  of  the  thirty-  stable  government. 

first  of  May  ;  and  the  flagitious  orthodoxy  of        Such  partisans  of  a  republic  among  us,  as 

his  writings  at  that  period  has  been  admitted  may  not  have  the  worst  intentions,  will  see 

in  the  late  scrutiny   of  him  by  the  jacobin  that  the  principles,  the  plan^,  the  mauners, 

club,  when  they  saved  him  from  that  guillo-  the  UKMids,  and  the  whole  system  of  France,  is 

tine  "which  he  grazed."    In  the  beginning  altogether  as  adverse  to  the  formation  and  dura- 

of  his  work  he  displays  "  the  task  of  glory,"  tion  of  any  rational  scheme  of  a  republic,  as  it  is 

as  he  calls  it,  which  presented  itself  at  the  to  that  of  a  monarchy  absolute  or  limited.    It 

opening  of  the  Convention.    All  is  summed  is  indeed  a  system  which  can  only  answer  the 

up  in  two  points :  "  to  create  the  French  re-  purposes  of  robbers  and  murderers, 
public,  and  to  disorganize  Europe ;  perhaps        The  translator  has  only  to  say  for  himself, 

to  purge  it  of  its  tyrants  by  the  eruption  of  the  that  he  has  found  some  difliculty  in  this  veiw 

tw/eonic  principles  of  equality"^     The  co-  sion.    His  original    author,  through    haste, 

perhaps,  or  through  the  perturbation  of  a  mind 

prfnt^Jdro'^Ow?^^^^^  SJ*^  -i*  »  «-iV*°d  »^«o"»  «°^T»ri«,,  is 

t  See  the  translation  of  ihe  History  of  the  Bris-  f*^®"  ^"T?'     ^^^  "®  ""^  passages  too, 

sotine,    by  Camille   Desmoulins,    printed  for  >°  which  his  language  requires  to  be  first 

Owen,  p.  3.  translated  into  French,  at  least  into   suck 
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18  the  academy  would  in  fermer  times  the  author'a  peculiar  mode  of  thinking.    In 

rated.    He  writes  with  great  force  and  this  way  the  translator  has  no  credit  for  style  ; 

;  but  the  language,  like  every  thing  but  be  makes  it  up  in  fidelity.    Indeed  the 

is  country,  has  undergone  a  revolu-  facta  and  observations  are   so    much    more 

he  translator  thought  it  best  to  be  as  important  than  the  style,  diat  no  apdogy  is 

possible ;  conceiving  sudi  a  transla^  wanted  fer  producing  them  in  any  intdligibls 

Id  pertiaps  be  the  most  fit  to  convey  manner. 
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Address  of  M.  Brissot  to  his  Constituents  being  now  almost  fcrgotteOi  it  haa  been 
i^t  to  add,  as  an  Appendix,  that  part  of  it  to  whidi  Mr.  Bubkk  points  our  particular 
,  and  upon  which  he  so  fbrciUy  comments  in  his  prefiu^.] 


[RXE  sorts  <^  anarchy  have  ruined  our  system  <^this  equality  of  fact,  entire  equality. 

Bdgium.  It  had  been  projected  and  decreed  even  at  the 

larcby  of  the  administration  of  Pach6,  very  opening  of  the  Dutch  campaign.    If  any 

IS  completely  disorganized  the  supply  project  could  encourage  the  want  cf  discipline 

nies ;  which  by  that  disorganization  in  the  soldiers,  any  sdieme  could  diegust  and 

he  army  of  Dumourier  to  stop  in  the  banish  good  officers,  and  throw  all  things  into 

its  conquests ;  which  struck  it  mo-  confusion  at  the  moment  when  order  alone 
irough  the  months  of  November  and  could  give  victory,  it  is  this  project,  in  truth 
r ;  which  hindered  it  from  joining  so  stuUsornly  defended  by  the  anarchists,  and 
rille  and  Custine,  and  from  forcing  the  transplanted  into  their  oidinary  tactic. 
s  and  Austrians  to  repass  the  Rhine,  How  could  they  expect  that  there  should  ex- 
rardsfit>m  putting  themselves  in  a  con-  ist  any  discipline,  any  subordination,  when 
invade  Hc^and  sooner  than  they  did.  even  in  the  camp  they  permit  rsotioos,  cen- 
a  state  of  ministerial  anarchy,  it  is  sures,  and  denunciations  of  officers,  and  of 
'  to  join  that  other  anarchy  which  dis-  generals  ?  Does  not  such  a  disorder  destroy 
1  the  troops,  and  occasioned  their  all  the  respect  that  is  due  to  superiours,  and 
*  pillage  ;  and  lastly,  that  anarchy  all  the  mutual  confidence  without  which  sue- 
eated  the  revolutionary  power,  and  cess  cannot  be  hoped  for  ?  For  the  spirit  <^ 
i  union  to  France  of  the  countries  we  distrust  makes  the  soldier  suspicious,  and  in- 
ded,  beibre  things  were  ripe  fer  such  timidates  the  general.  The  first  discerns 
e.  treason  in  every  danger  ;  tlie  second,  always 
Doidd,  however,  doubt  the  fiightfiil  placed  between  the  necessity  of  conquest,  and 
t  were  occasioned  in  our  armies  by  the  image  of  the  scafibld,  dares  not  raise  him- 
trine  <^  anarchy  which  under  the  self  to  bold  conception,  and  those  heights  of 
)f  equality  of  rights  would  establish  courage  which  electrify  an  army  and  insure 
of  fact  ?  This  is  universal  equality,  victory.  Turenne,  in  our  time,  would  have 
ge  of  society,  as  the  other  is  the  sup-  carried  his  head  to  the  scaflToid ;  fer  he  was 
ciety.  An  anarchical  doctrine  which  sometimes  beat :  but  the  reason  why  he  more 
fd  all  things,  talents,  and  ignorance,  frequently  conquered  was,  that  his  discipline 
md  vices,  places,  usages,  and  ser-  was  severe :  It  was,  that  his  soldiers  confiding 
doctrine  which  begot  &at  fatal  pro-  in  his  talents,  never  muttered  discontent  in- 
organizing  the  army,  presented  by  stead  of  fitting. — ^Without  reciprocal  con- 
1«  Crance,  to  which  it  will  be  indebt-  fidence  between  the  soldier  and  the  general 
somplete  disorganization.  there  can  be  no  army,  no  victory,  especially  in 

the  date  of  £e  presentation  of  the  a  fi-ee  government. 
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Is  it  not  to  the  nme  sjiteiii  of  anareiiy,  of  prejndioM,  tlioM  chwaii  cf  tneia^  wlidi 

eqnalizarion,  and  want  of  subordination,  which  without  doubt  are  oontrarj  to  the  ipirittf 

has  been  recommended  in  some  clubs,  and  de-  liberty,  bat  the  utiUtjr  of  whose  desCmctioBWii 

fended  even  in  the  CooventicHi,  that  we  owe  not  as  yet  proved  to  them ;    How  could  tbey 

the  pillages,  the  murders,  the  enormities  of  aO  believe  themselves  free  and  sovereign,  when 

kincb  which  it  was  difficult  for  the  officers  to  we  made  them  take  such  an  oath  as  we  tfaoogiit 

put  a  stop  to,  from  the  general  spirit  of  insub-  fit,  as  a  test  to  give  them  the  right  of  voting? 

ordination ;  excesses  which  have  rendered  the  How  could  they  believe  themselves  free,  wbeo 

French  name  odious  to  the  Belgians  ?   Again,  openly    despising    their    religious   workup, 

is  it  not  to  this  system  of  anarchy,  and  <^  which    religious  worship  that    superstitioos 

robbery,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  revolu-  people  valued  beyond  their  liberty,  beycmd 

tionary  pmjoeTy  which  has  so  justly  aggravated  even  their  life ;  when  we  proscribed  their 

the  hatred  of  die  Belgians  against  France  ?  priests ;  when  we  banished  them  from  their 

What  did  enlightened  republicans  think  be-  assemblies,  where  they  were  in  the  practice  of 

fore  the  tenth  of  August,  men  who  wished  for  seeing  them  govern  ;  when  we  seized  their 

liberty,  not  only  for  their  own  country  ^  but  for  revenues,  their  domains,  and  riches,  to  the 

aU  Europe  7     They  believed  that  they  could  profit  of  the  nation ;  when  we  carried  to  die 

generaUy  establieh  it,  by  exciting  the  governed  very  censer  those  hands  whidi  they  regarded  as 

against  govemorn,  in  letting  the  people  see  the  pro&ne?     Doubtless  these  operations  were 

facility  and  advantages  of  such  insurrection.  founded  on  principles ;  but  those  principlw 

But  how  can  the  people  be  led  to  that  point  ?  ought  to  have  had  the  consent  of  the  Belgians, 

By  the  example  of  good  government  establish-  before  they  were  carried  into  practice,  othe^ 

ed  among  us ;  by  the  example  of  order  ;  by  the  wise  they  necessarily  became  our  most  cnid 

care  <^  spreading  nothing  but  moral  ideas  enemies. 

among  them  ;  to  respect  their  properties  and  Arrived  ourselves  at  the  last  bounds  of  li- 

their  rights ;  to  respect  their  prejudices,  even  berty  and  equality,  traiiq)ling  under  ow  feet 

when  we  combat  them ;  by  disinterestedness  in  all  human  superstitions,  (after,  however,  a 

defending  the  people,  by  a  zeal  to  extend  the  four  years'  war  with  them,)  we  attempted  afl 

spirit  of  liberty  among  diem.  at  once  to  raise  to  the  same  eminence,  meOi 

This  system  was  at  first  Mowed.'*'     Excel-  strangers  even  to  the  first  elementary  principles 

lent  pamphlets  fit>m  the  pen  of  Condorcet  pre-  of  liberty,  and  plunged  for  fifteen  hundred  yean 

pared  the  people  for  liberty ;  the  tenth  of  in  ignorance  and  superstition ;  we  wis^  to 

August,  the  republican  decrees,  the  battle  of  force  men  to  see,  when  a  thick  cataract  ooter- 

Yalmy,  the  retreat  of  the  Prussians,  the  vie-  ed  their  eyes,  even  before  we  had  remofed 

tory  of  Jemappe,  all  spoke  in  favour  of  France;  that  cataract;  we  woukl  force  men  to  see, 

all  was  rapidly  destroyed  by  the  revolutionary  whose  dulness  of  character  had  raised  a  mist 

power.    Without  doubt,  good  intentions  made  before  their  eyes,  and  before  that  character 

the  majority  of  the  assembly  adopt  it ;  they  was  altered.* 
would  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  in  a  foreign  soil, 

under  the  shade  of  a  people  already  free.     To  *  '^  ^^7  ^^  ^  amiss  once  for  all  to  remark 

the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Belgium  it  seemed  ^?  'J?®  ^^^^^  ""L^H  '^f  Philosophical  pollUcUni 

k..*  *u          1     r            r     •     ^              B^iwu  jjf  France.    Without  any  distinction  in  their 

but  the  mask  of  a  new  foreign  tyranny.     This  several  sects  and  parties,  thev  a^rec  in  treating 

opinion  was  erroneous ;  I  will  suppose  it  for  a  all  nations  who  will  not  conform  their  ffovern* 

moment;  but  still  this  opinion  of  Belgium  de-  ™®"'>  laws,  manners,  and  religion,  to  the  new 

served  to  be  considered.     In  general  we  have  f ''*"5^  fashion,  as  an  herd  oj  slaves.    They 

.!».„«  ^     J       ,                    6  u  la.  »yo  iiavc  considcr  the  contont  With  which  men  livB  undeT 

always  considered  our  own  opinions  and  our  those  governments  as  stiipiiiiy,  and  all  attach- 

own  intentions,  rather  than  the  people  whose  inent  to  religion,  as  the  effects  of  the  grossest 

cause  we  defend.     We  have  given  those  petn  ignorance. 

nle  a  will  •  that  is  to  sav  we  havA  mor«  than  '^^^  people  of  the  Netherlands,  by  their  con- 
pie  a  wui ,  mat  is  losay,  we  nave  more  than  etitution,  are  as  much  entitled  to  be  called  free, 
ever  alienated  them  tix)m  liberty.  as  any  nation  upon  earth.  The  Austrian  govern- 
How  could  the  Belgic  people  believe  them-  ment  (until  some  wild  attempts  the  empercmr 
selves  free,  since  we  exercise  for  them,  and  Joseph  made  on  the  French  principle,  but  which 
nvAr  thom  t\y^  «„K»o  ^f  «^r.^^\^*.r.  -,k««  have  been  since  abandoned  by  the  court  of  VIen- 
over  them,  the  rights  of  sovereignty ;  when  „a,)  has  been  remarkably  mild.    No  people 

without  consulting  them,  we  suppress  all  in  a  were  more  at  their  ease  than  the  Flemish  sub. 

toass,  their  ancient  usages,  their  abuses,  their  jects,  particularly  the  lower  classes.    It  Is  cu- 

.  ^^  rious  to  hear  this  great  oculist  talk  of  couching 

•The  most  seditious  libels  upon  all  govern-  the  cataract  by  which  the  Netherlands  were 

ments,  In  order  to  excite  InsurrecUon  in  Spain,  blinded,  and  hindered  firom  seeing,  in  its  proper 

Holland,  and  other  countries.    Translator.  colours,  the  beautiful  vision  of  the  French  Re- 
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DtyoabeBare  that  the  doctrine  which  DOW  new  bom  repufalie,  a  people  who  know  not  yet 

fNftui  in  France,  would  have  found  many  the  elements  of  republican  goyemmenta,  can 

pvtisani  among  as  in  1789  ?    No ;  a  revolu-  be  united  to  us.    Even  slaves  do  not  suffer 

tna  in  ideas,  and  in  prejudices,  is  not  made  themselves  to  be  seduced  by  such  artifices ; 

with  that  rapidity  ;  it  moves  gradually :  it  does  and  if  they  have  not  the  strength  to  resist, 

not  escalade.  they  have  at  least  the  sense  to  know  how  to 

Philosophy  does  not   inspire  by  violence,  appreciate  the  value  of  such  an  attempt, 
nor  by  seduction,  nor  is  it  the  sword   that        If  we  would  attach  the  Belgians  to  us,  we 
begets  love  of  liberty.  must  at  least  enlighten  their  minds  by  good 
Joseph  the  Second  also  borrowed  the  Ian-  writings ;  we  must  send  to  them  missionarieSf 
gna^  of  philosophy  when  he  wished  to  sup-  and  not  despotic  commissioners.'*'     We  ought 
press  the  monks  in  Belgium,  and  to  seize  upon  to  give  them  time  to  see  ;  to  perceive  by 
(heir  revenues.     There  was  seen  on  him  a  themselves  the  advantages  of  liberty ;  the  un- 
mask only  (^  philosophy,  covering  the  hideous  happy  effects  of  superstition ;  the  fatal  spirit  of 
countenance  of  a  greedy  despot,  and  the  people  priesthood.    And  whilst  we  waited  for  this 
ran  to  arms.    Nothing  better  than  another  moral  revolution,  we  should  have  accepted  the 
kind  of  despotism  has  been  seen  in  the  revidu-  offers  which  they  incessantly  repeated,  to  join 
(WRory  power,  to  the  French  army,  an  army  of  50,000  men ;  to 
We  ha?e  seen  in  the  commissioners  of  the  entertain  them  at  their  own  expense :  and  to 
National  Convention,  nothing  but  pro-consuls  advance  to  France,  the  specie  oi  which  she 
working  the  mine  of  Belgium  for  the  profit  of  stood  in  need. 
[       the  French  nation ;  seeking  to  conquer  it  for        But  have  we  ever  seen  those  fifly  thousand 
I       the  sovereign  of  Paris ;  either  to  aggrandize  soldiers  who  were  to  join  our  army,  as  soon  as 
'       bis  empire,  or  to  share  the  burdens  of  the  the  standard  of  liberty  should  be  disfJayed  in 
debts,  and  furnish  a  rich  prize  to  the  robbers  Belgium  ?    Have  we  ever  seen  those  treasures 
f\       vho  domineered  in  France.  which  they  were  to  count  into  our  hands  ? 
•  \        Do  you  believe  the  Belgians  have  ever  Can  we  either  accuse  the  sterility  of  their 
i{      lieea  the  dupes  of  those  well-rounded  periods,  country,  w  the  penury  of  their  treasure,  or  the 
i\      which  they  vended  in  the  pulpit,  in  order  to  coldness  of  their  love  for  liberty  ?    No !  des- 
3»)      bmiliarize  them  to  the  idea  of  an  union  with  potism  and  anarchy,  these  are  the  benefits 
Prance?    Do  you  believe  they  were  ever  im-  which  we  have  transplanted  into  their  soil, 
posed  upon  by  those  votes  and  resoluti(ms,  We  have  acted,  we  have  spoken  like  masters ; 
nade  by  what  is  called  acclamation,  for  their  and  from  that  time  we  have  found  the  Flemings 
iiniao,  of  which  corruption  paid  one  part,'''  nothing  but  jugglers,  who  made  the  grimace  of 
U)d  fear  forced  the  remainder  ?    Who,  at  this  liberty  for  money  ;  or  slaves,  who  in  their 
time  of  day,  is  unacquainted  with  the  springs  hearts  cursed  their  new  tyrants.    Our  com- 
ud  wires  of  their  miserable  puppet  shew  ?  missioners  address  them  in  this  sort ;   "  you 
IVko  does  not  know  the  farces  of  primary  as^  have  nobles  and  priests  among  you,  drive  them 
femUieSf  composed  of  a  presidmt,  of  a  seers'  out  without  delay,  or  we  will  neither  be  your 
toy,  and  of  some  assistantSy  whose  day^s  work  brethren  nor  your  patrcms."    They  answered, 
^ut  paid  for?    No;  it  is  not  by  means  which  give  us  but  time ;  only  leave  to  us  the  care  of 
beloog  only  to  thieves  and  despots  that  the  reforming  these  institutions.     Our  answer  to 
fimndations  of  liberty  can  be  laid  in  an  enslaved  them  was,  ^  No  I  it  must  be  at  the  moment  % 
country.    It  is  not  by  those  means,  that  a  it  must  be  (m  the  spot,  or  we  will  treat  you  as 

enemies ;  we  will  abandon  you  to  the  resent- 

poblic,  wbtch  he  has  himself  painted  with  so  ment  of  the  Austrians." 
masterly  an  hand.    That  people  must  needs  be         What  could  the  disarmed  Belgians  object  to 

doU,  blind,  and  brutalized  by  fifteen  hundred  aU  this,  surrounded  as  they  were  by  70,000  men? 

yeani  of  superstition,  (the  time  elapsed  since  the  »"""».•»"" ""»^^  »»  ""'J    y»  ^  "/   *'»*'^  •» 

intrnduciion  of  Christianity  among  them)  who  They  had  only  to  hold  their  tongues,  and  to 

eouM  prefer  their  former  state  to  the  present  bow  down  their  heads  before  their  masters ! 

slate  of  France.    The  reader  will  remark,  that  They  did  hold  their  tongues,  and  their  silence 

the  only  difference  between  Brissot  and  his  ad-  j   ^i^ed  as  a  sincere  and  free  assent, 

versanes,  i^  In   the  mode  of  bringing  other  *   t^^*^*'*"  » 

nations  Into  the  pale  of  the  French  Republic —  ^  ,  ,    ^ 

T%ef  would  abolish  the  order  and  classes  of  so-         *  They  have  not  as  yet  proceeded  farther  with 

doty  and  all  religion  at  a  stroke :  Brissot  would  regard  to  the  English  dominions.    Here  we  only 

have  just  the  same  thing  done,  but  with  more  eee  as  yet  the  good  wriHnga  of  Falne,  and  of 

addrees  and  management,     'jyanslator.  his  learned  associates,  and  the  labours  of  the 

e  See    the    correspondence   of  Dumourier,  missionary  elubst  and  other  zealous  iustructora 

eipeeiallj  the  letter  of  the  13th  of  March.  Translator. 
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Have  not  the  strangest  artifices  been  adopted  not  disposed  to  it.    What  does  it  signifyt 

to  prevent  that  people  from  retreating,  and  to  Let  as  make  diem  Tota  by  means  of  monejr. 

constrain  them  to  an  union  ?     It  was  foreaeeni  Without  delay,  therefore,  they  secretly  order 

that  as  long  as  they  were  unable  to  effect  an  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  dispose  ofliMir 

union,  the  states  would  preserve  the  supreme  an-  or  five  hundred  thoiuand  livres  {90fi00l.  itef- 

thority  among  themselves.     Under  pretence,  \ixig)  to  nuAe  the  vagabonds  of  BruueUdnaikf 

therefore,  of  relieving  the  people,  and  ofexercis-  tmd  to  Imy  proufytet  to  the  uniou  in  aUAt 

ing  the  sovereignty  in  their  right,  at  one  Btxckio  tiateM,    But  even  these  means,  it  was  said, 

they  abolished  all  the  duties  and  taxes ;  they  shut  will  obtain  but  a  weak  mincnity  in  our  &voiir. 

up  all  the  treasuries.     From  that  time  no  more  What  does  that  signify  ?    RevoiutunUj  ta§ 

receipts  ;  no   more  public  money  ;   no  more  ihty,  are  made  only  by  minoritiee,    ItisAi 

means  of  paying  the  salaries  of  any  man  in  minority  wJtieh  hue  made  the  revolutim  ef 

office  appointed  by  the  states.    Thus  was  anar-  Prance  ;  it  i»  a  minority  vohieh  hue  made  At 

chy  organized  among  the  people,  that  they  people  triumph, 

might  be  compelled  to  throw  themsdves  into  The  Belgic  provinces  were  not  sufficient 

our  arms.     It  became  necessary  for  those  who  to  satisfy  the  voracious  cravings  of  this  fiiiaB< 

administered  their  affairs,  under  the  penalty  of  cial  system.    Cambon  wanted  to  unite  evoy 

being  exposed  to  sedition,  and  in  order  to  avoid  thing,  that  he  mi^t  sell  every  thing.    Thus  he 

their  throats  being  cut,  to  have  recourse  to  the  forced  the  union  of  Savoy ;  in  the  war  with 

treasury  of  France.     What  did  they  find  in  Holland,  he  saw  nothing  but  gold  to  seize  oo, 

this  treasury  ?     ASSIGNATS. These  and  assignats  to  sell  at  par.*    Do  not  let  in 

assignats   were  advanced  at  par  to  Belgium,  dissemble,  said  he  one  day  to  the  committee  of 

By  these  means,  on  the  one  hand,  they  natu-  general  defence,  in  presence  even  of  the  patriot 

ralized  this  currency  in  that  country  ;  and  on  deputies  of  Holland,  you  have  no  ecclesiastical 

the  other,  they  expected  to  make  a  good  pecu-  goods  to  offer  us  for  our  indemnity. — IT  IS 

niary  transaction.     Thus  it  is  that  covetous-  A  REVOLUTION  IN  THEIR COUNT- 

ness  cut  its  throat  with  its  own  hands.     The  ERS  AND  IRON  CHESTS,  f  that  must 

Belgians  have  seen  in  this  forced  introduction  be  made  among  the  Dutch.     The  word  was 

of  assigncUSj  nothing  but  a  doiMe  robbery  ;  and  said,  and  the  bankers  Abema  and  Vanstaphonl 

Uiey  have  only  the  more  violently  hated  the  understood  it. 

union  with  France.  Do  you  think  that  that  word  has  not  been 

Recollect  the  solicitude  of  the  Belgians  on  worth  an  army  to  the  Stadtholder,  that  it  has 

that  subject.     With  what  earnestness  did  they  not  co(4ed  the  ardour  of  the  Dutch  patriots, 

conjure  you  to  take  off  a  retroactive  effect  from  that  it  has  not  commanded  the  vigorous  defence 

these  assignats,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being  of  Williamstadt? 

applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  that  were  con-  Do  you  believe  that  the  patriots  of  A^lste^ 

tracted  anterior  to  the  union  ?  dam,  when  they  read  the  preparatory  decree 

Did  not  this  language  energetically  enough  which  gave  France  an   execution  on  their 

signify  that  they  looked  upon  the  assignats  as  goods ;    do  you    believe,  that  those  patriots 

a  leprosy,  and  the  union  as  a  deadly  contagicm?  would  not  have  liked  better  to  have  remained 

And  yet  what  regard  was  paid  to  so  just  a  under  the  government  of  the  Stadtholder,  who 

demand  ?    It  was  buried  in  the  committee  of  took  from  them  no  more  than  a  fixed  portion  of 

finance.     That  committee  wanted  to  make  their  property,  than  to  pass  under  that  of  a 

anarchy  the  means  of  an  union.     They  only  revolutionary   power,  whidi  would   make  t 

busied  themselves  in  making  the  Belgic  pro-  complete    revolution    in    their   bureaus   and 

yinces  subservient  to  their  finances.  stnnig  boxes,  and  reduce  them  to  wretchedk 

Cambon  said  loftily  before  the  Belgians  them- 
selves, the  Belgian  war  costs  us  hundreds  of  *  'r*^^f*"%*^L"/!;!;]JL"?P*"  J?..?fT^ 

•If           mi.  •       J'                              J  persecution  of  the  clergy  has  soured  peopled 

millions.     Their  ordmary  revenues,  and  even  ^j^^g     ^he  Commissaries  represent  them  tow 

some  extraordinary  taxes,  will  not  answer  to  as  ?ood  Frenchmen.    I  put  them  to  the  firoaf. 

our  reimbursements :  and  yet  we  have  occasion  Where  are  the  lesions  ?    How,  thirty  thousand 

for  the™.   The  ™»r.g^ofo«r»,ip.a.,  draw,  t^^^'r^^^J^Z  Z^;?^!^^^  " 

near  its  end.     What  must  be  done  /     SeU  the  ^  Portefueitle—w  the  word  In  the  orisAnnl 

church  property  of  Brabant.     There  is  a  mort-  It  sisrnifies  all  moveable  property  which  may  b« 

ffase  of  two  thousand  millions  (eighty  millions  representei  in  bonds,  notes,  bills,  stocks,  or  anj 

I»  J-      \     XT        »k  II  ™«  ^t  JL,jL«€,ir^  «f  sort  ofpublic  or  private  securities.  Idonotkno'M 

■teriing.)     How  shaU  we  get  possession  of  ^f  ^  single  worf  in  English  that  answers  It ;  1 

them?    By  an  immediate  union.    Instantly  ij^ve  therefore  substituted  that  of  Iron  Ckettt 

they  decreed  this  union.    Mei^s  minds  were  as  coming  nearer  to  the  idea.    TrenuteMr. 
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and  n^i*     Robbery,  and  anarchy, 

iastead    of  encouraging,  will    alwayi  stifle 

lerolutioaa. 

But  ^y,  they  ol^t  to  me,  have  not  you  and 

Xoar  friends  chosen  to  expose  these  measures 

IB  the  rostrum  of  the  National  Convention  1 

Why  have  you  not  opposed  yourself  to  all  thrae 

fttal  projects  of  union  ? 

There  are  two  answers  to  make  here,  one 
feaeral,  one  particular. 

You  compUin  of  the  silence  of  honest  men ! 
Too  quite  ibrget,  then,  honest  men  are  the 
objects  of  your  suspicion.  Suspioion,  if  it 
does  not  stain  the  soul  of  a  courageous  man, 
•t  least  arrests  his  thoughts  in  their  passage  to 
In  Kps.  The  suspicions  of  a  good  citizen, 
fmm  those  men,  whom  the  calumny  of  the 
WfkaA  could  not  stop  in  tfieir  progress. 

Too  complain  of  their  silence !    Tou  forget, 
dwB,  that  you  have  oAen  established  an  insult- 
ing equality  between  them  and  men  covered 
widi  crimes,  and  made  up  of  ignominy.— 
You  fcrgBt,  then,  that  you  have  twenty 

*  In  the  original   letter,  fe«  reduire  a  la 


times  left  them  covered  with  opprobrium  by  your 
galleries.-— 

You  ibrget,  then,  that  you  have  not  thought 
yourselves  sufficiently  powerful  to  impose 
silence  upon  these  galleries. 

What  ought  a  wise  man  to  do  in  the  midst 
of  these  circumstances  ?  He  is  silent.  He 
waits  the  moment  when  the  passions  give  way : 
he  waits  till  reason  shall  preside,  and  till  tha 
multitude  shall  listen  to  her  voice. 

What  has  been  the  tactic  displayed  during  all 
tfiese  unions  ?  Cambon  incapable  of  political 
calculation,  boasting  his  ignorance  in  the  dip- 
lomatic, flattering  the  ignorant  multitude,  lend- 
ing his  name  and  popularity  to  the  anarchists, 
seconded  by  their  vociferations,  denounced 
incessantly  as  counter-revolutionists,  those 
intelligent  persons  who  were  desirous,  at  least, 
of  having  things  discussed.  To  oppose  the 
acts  of  union,  appeared  to  Cambon  an  overt 
act  of  treason.  The  wish  so  mudi  as  to  reflect 
and  to  deliberate,  was  in  his  eyes  a  great  crime. 
He  calumniated  our  intentions.  The  voice  of 
every  deputy,  especially  my  voice,  would  infid- 
libly  have  been  stifled.  There  were  spies  on 
the  very  monosyllables  that  escaped  our  lips. 


LETTER 


n  WILUAX   KLLIOT,   ESq.      OCCASIONED   BT  THE   ACCOUITT    OIVEIT    IN  A  irEWSPAPEB 
or  THE   SPEECH  MADE  IE  THE   HOITSE   OF  LORDS,   BY  THE    ****   OF   ******* 
IE  THE  DEBATE   COECEBITIEO  LORD   FITZWILLIAM.      1795- 


Beaean^fiM,  May  S6, 1795. 

MT  DEAE  SIR, 

I BAVE  been  told  of  the  voluntary,  whidi,  fiur 
the  entertainment  of  the  house  df  lords,  has 
been  latdy  played  by  his  Grace  the  ****  ot 
♦♦♦♦*♦♦,  a  great  deal  at  my  expense,  and  a 
litde  at  his  own.  I  confess  I  should  have  liked 
die  composition  rather  better,  if  it  had  been 
^oke  new.  But  every  man  has  his  taste,  and 
his  Grace  is  an  admirer  of  ancient  music. 

There  may  be  sometimes  too  much  even  of 
a  good  thing.  A  toast  is  good,  and  a  bumper 
isEOl  bad :  but  the  best  toasts  may  be  so  oflen 
lepeatad  as  to  disgust  the  palate,  and  cease- 
lass  roonds  of  bumpers  may  nauseate  and 
oredoad  the  stomach.  The  ears  rf  the  most 
Heady-Toling  politicians  may  at  last  be  stun- 
ned widi  three  timet  three.    I  am  sure  I  have 


been  very  grateful  for  the  flattering  reraem* 
brance  nuuie  of  me  in  the  toasts  of  the  revolu« 
tion  society,  and  of  other  clubs  formed  on  the 
same  laudaUe  plan.  Afler  giving  the  brimming 
honours  to  citizen  Thomas  Paine,  and  to  citi- 
zen Dr.  Priestley,  the  gentlemen  of  these  clubs 
seldom  foiled  to  bring  me  forth  in  my  turn,  and 
to  drink,  <<  Mr.  Burke,  and  thanks  to  him  for 
the  discussion  he  has  provoked." 

I  found  myself  elevated  with  this  honour ; 
for  even  by  the  collision  of  resistance,  to  be  the 
means  of  striking  out  sparkles  of  truth,  if  no* 
merit,  is  at  least  felicity. 

Here  I  might  have  rested.    But  when  I 
found  that  the  great  advocate,  Mr.  Erskine, 
condescended  to  resort  to  these  bumper  toasts 
as  the  pure  and  exuberant  fountains  of  poli- 
tics and  of  rhetoric,  (as  I  hear  he  did,  in  thiaa 
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or  four  ipeedies  mado  in  defence  of  certain  sure  his  Grace  (if  he  will  yet  give  ne 

worthy  citizens)  I  was  rather  let  down  a  little,  call  him  so)  whatever  may  be  said  on 

Though  still  somewhat  proud  of  mys^,  1  was  thority  of  the  clubs,  or  of  the  bar,  that 

not  quite  so  proud  of  my  voucher.     Though  Paine  (who,  they  will  have  it,  hunts  ^ 

he  is  no  idolater  of  famoi  in  some  way  or  in  cou|^s,  and  who  only  moves  as  I  dl 

other,  Mr.  Erskine,  will  always  do  himself  along),  has  a  sufficient  activity  in  1 

honour.    Methinks,  however,  in  following  the  native  benevolence  to  dispose  and  ena 

precedents  oi  these  toasts,  he  seemed  to  do  to  take  the  lead  for  himself.     He  is  i 

more  credit  to  his   diligence,  as  a  special  blaspheme  his  God,  to  insult  his  king 

pleader,  than  to  his  invention  as  an  orator,  libel  the  constitution  of  his  country, 

To  those  who  did  not  know  the  abundance  any  provocation  from  me,  or  any  en( 

of  his  resources,  both  of  genius  and  erudition,  raent  firom  his  Grace.     I  assure  him 

there  was  something  in  it  that  indicated  the  shall  not  be  guilty  of  the  injustice  of  c 

want  cf  a  good  assortment,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Paine's  next  work  against  relig 

richness  and  variety,  in  the  magazine  of  top-  human  society,  upon  his  Grace's  € 

ics  and  common-places,  which  I  suppose  he  speech  in  the  house  of  lords.     I  iarthei 

keeps  by  him,  in  imitation  cf  Cicero  and  other  this  noble  Duke,  that  I  neither  provol 

renowned  declaimers  of  antiquity.  worthy  citizen  to    seek  for  plenty, 

Mr.  Erskine  supfJied  something,  I  allow,  safety,  justice  or  lenity,  in  the  iamine 

from  the  stores  of  his  imagination,  in  meta-  prisons,  in  the  decrees  of  convention, 

morphosing  the  jovial  toasts  of  clubs,  into  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  in  the  guiS 

solemn  special  arguments  at  the  bar.    So  far  Paris,  rather  than  quietly  to  take  i 

the  thing  shewed  talent :  however,  I  must  still  what  he  could  find  in  the  gutted  mark 

prefer  the  bar  of  the  tavern  to  the  other  bar.  unbarricadoed  streets,  the  drowsy  Old 

The  toasts  at  the  first  hand  were  better  than  judges,  or  at  worst,  the  airy,  whdeso 

the  arguments  at  the  second.    Even  when  the  lory  of  old  England.     The  choice  of 

toasts  began  to  grow  old  as  sarcasms,  they  was  his  own  taste.     The  writings  ^ 

were  washed  down  with  still  older  pricked  effects  of  his  own  zeal.    In  spite  <^  hi 

election  port ;  then  the  acid  of  the  wine  made  Dr.  Priestley,  he  was  a  free  agent.     I 

some  amends  for  the  want  of  any  thing  pi-  indeed,  that  my  praises  of  the  British 

quant  in  the  wit.     But  when  his  Grace  gave  ment,  loaded  with  all  its  incumbrances ; 

Uiem  a  second  transformation,  and  brought  out  with  its  peers  and  its  beef;  its  parsons 

the  vapid  stuff,  which  had  wearied  the  dubs  pudding ;  its  commons  and  its  beer ; 

and  disgusted  the  courts ;  the  drug  made  up  dull  slavish  liberty  of  going  about  just 

of  the  bottoms  of  rejected  bottles,  idl  smelling  pleases,  had  something  to  provoke  a 

so  wofuUy  of  the  cork  and  of  the  cask,  and  of  of  Norfolk,*  who  was  inspired  with  tl 

every  thing  except  the  honest  old  lamp,  and  lute  ambition  of  becoming  a  citizen  of 

when  that  sad  draught  had  been  further  in-  to  do  something    whi<ii  might  rend 

footed  with  the  gaol  pollution  of  the  Old  Bailey,  worthy  of  naturadization  in  that  grand 

and  was  dashed  and  brewed,  and  ineffectuaUy  of  persecuted  merit;  something  whidi 

stummed  again  into  a  senat(M'ial  exordium  in  entitle  him  to  a  place  in  the  senate 

the  house  of  lords,  I  found  all  the  high  flavour  adoptive  country  of  all  the  gallant,  p 

and  mantling  of  my  honours,  tastdess,  flat,  and  and  humane.     This,   I    say,   was    f 

stale.     Unluckily,  the  new  tax  on  wine  is  felt  But  the  truth  is  (with  great  deforene 

even  in  the  greatest  fortunes,  and  his  Grace  Grace  I  say  it)  citizen  Paine  acted 

submits  to  take  up  with  the  heel-taps  of  Mr.  any  provocation  at  all ;  he  acted  sole 

Erskine.  the  native  impulses  of  his  own  exceUen 

I  have  had  the  ill  or  good  fortune  to  provoke  His  Grace,  like  an  able  orator,  as  Im 

two  great  men  of  this  age  to  the  publication  of  gins  with  giving  me  a  great  deal  of  pi 

their  opinions;  I  mean  citizen  Thomas  Paine,  talents  which  I  do  not  possess.    He  d 

and  his  Grace  the  ♦***  of  ♦♦♦*♦♦*.    lam  to  entitle  himself,  on  the  credit  of  fliis 

not  so  great  a  leveller  as  to  put  these  two  great  tons  kindness,  to  exaggerate  my  aba« 

men  <xi  a  par,  either  in  the  state  or  die  repub-  parts  which  his  bounty,  and  not  that  of 

lie  of  letters:  but,  "  the  field  d"  glory  is  a  field  has  bestowed  upon  me.    In  this,  too, 

for  all.*    It  is  a  large  one  indeeid,  and  we  all  condescended  to  copy  Mr.  Erskine. 

may  run,  Gt)d  knows  where,  in  chase  of  glory,  priests  (I  hope  they  wiU  excuse  me ;  ! 

over  the  boundless  expanse  c^tluLt  wild  heath, 

wiiofle  horizon  always  flies  befmre  uff.    I  a»-  *  Mr.  Paine  is  a  Norfolk  man,  fVom  T 
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fOMtM  of  the  rifhto  of  man)  begin  by  crown-  authority ;  but  the  modem  liberty  if  a  pre* 
ii|  ne  muh  drair  flowers  and  their  fiUets,  and  cious  thing.    It  must  not  be  profrned  by  too 
Wtwing  me  wiAk  their  odours,  as  a  pre&ce  vulgar  an  use.    It  bekmgs  only  to  the  chosen 
to  their  knocking  me  c»  the  bead  with  their  few,  who  were  bom  to  the  hereditary  represen- 
cmecrated  axes.    I  have  injured,  say  they,  tation  of  the  whole  democracy,  and  who  leave 
tke  constitution ;  and  I  have  abandcmed  the  nothing  at  all,  no,  not  the  oflfd,  to  us  poor  out- 
whig  party  and  the  whig  principles  that  I  pro-  casts  of  the  plebeian  race, 
foaaed.    I  do  not  mean,  my  dear  Sir,  to  de-        Among  those  gentlemen  who  came  to  au- 
iend  myself  against  his  Grace.    I  have  not  thority,  as  sorai,  or  sooner  than  they  came  of 
nodi  interest  in  what  the  world  shall  think  or  age,  I  do  not  mean  to  include  his  Grace, 
ay  of  me;  as  little  has  the  world  an  interest  With  all  those  native  titles  to  empire  over  our 
ia  what  I  idiall  think  or  say  of  any  one  in  it ;  minds  which  distinguish  the  others,  he  has  a 
aid  I  wish  that  his  Grace  had  suffered  an  un-  large  share  of  experience.    He  certainly  ou^t 
hi|ipy  man  to  enjoy,  in  his  retreat,  the  melan-  to  understand  the  British  constitution  better 
chotjT  privileges  of  obscurity  and  sorrow. '  At  than  I  do.    He  has  it  studied  in  the  funda- 
foj  rate,  I  have  spoken  and  I  have  written  on  mental  part.     For  one  election  I  have  seen, 
the  subject.     If  I  have  written  or  spoken  so  he  has  been  concerned  in  twenty.    Nobody  is 
poorly  as  to  be  quite  forgot,  a  fresh  apology  less  of  a  visionary  theorist ;  nobody  has  drawn 
wii  not  make  a  more  lasting  impression.    "I  his  speculations  more  from  practice.    No  peer 
nnatlet  the  tree  lie  as  it  &Us.''    Perhaps  I  has  condescended   to  superintend  with  more 
nut  take  some  shame  to  myself.    I  confess  vigilance  the  declining  franchises  of  the  poor 
that  I  have  atcted  on  my  own  principles  of  commons.    "  With  thrice  great  Hermes  he 
goreniment,  and  not  on  those  of  his  Grace,  has  outwatched  the  bear."    Often  have  his 
which  are,  I  dare  say,  profound  and  wise ;  but  candles  been  burned  to  the  snuff,  and  glim- 
wkich  I  do  not  pret^d  to  understand.    As  to  mered  and  stunk  in  the  sockets,  whilst  he 
the  party  to  which  he  alludes,  and  which  has  grew  pale  at  his  constitutional  studies :  long 
loDf  taken  its  leave  of  me,  I  believe  the  princi-  sleepless  nights  has  he  wasted;  long,  labo- 
piea  of  the  book  which  he  condemns,  are  very  rious,  shiftless  joumies  has  he  made,  and 
conlormable  to  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  most  great  sums  has  he  expended,  in  order  to  secure 
coaaiderable  and  most  grave  in  that  description  the  purity,  the  independence,  and  the  sobriety 
of  politicians.    A  few,  indeed,  who,  I  admit,  of  elections,  and  to  give  a  check,  if  possible, 
are  equally  respectaUe  in  all  points,  differ  firom  to  the  ruinous  charges  that  go  nearly  to  the 
ne,  aiid  talk  his  Grace's  language.    I  am  too  destruction  of  the  right  of  election  itself. 
Me  to  contend  with  them.     They  have  the        Amidst  these  his  laboura,  his  Grace  will  be 
field  to  therasdves.     There  are  othera  very  pleased  to  forgive  me,  if  my  zeal,  lessenlight- 
joQDg  and  very  ingenious  persons,  who  form,  ened  to  be  sure  than  by  his  midnight  lamp* 
probably,  the  largest  part  of  what  his  Grace,  I  and  studies,  has  presumed  to  talk  too  fiivour- 
believe,  is  frfeased  to  consider  as  that  party,  ably  of  this  constitution,  and  even  to  say  some- 
Some  of  them  were  not  bom  into  the  world,  thing  sounding  Hke  approbation  of  that  body 
and  an  of  them  were  children,  when  I  entered  whidi  has  the  honour  to  reckon  his  Grace  at 
into  that  connection.    I  give  due  credit  to  the  the  head  of  it.    Those  who  dislike  this  par- 
censorial  brow,  to  the  broad  phylacteries,  and  tiality,  or,  if  his  Grace  pleases,  this  flattery  of 
to  the  imposing  gravity  of  those  magisterial  mine,  have  a  comfort  at  hand.    I  may  be  re- 
rabbins  and  doctors  in  the  cabala  of  political  futed  and  brought  to  shame  by  die  most  con- 
science.    I  admit  that  "  wisdom  is  as  the  gray  vincing  of  all  refutations,  a  practical  refiitaticm. 
hair  to  man,  and  that  learning  is  like  honour^  Every  individual  peer  for  himself  may  shew 
able  oU  age."    But,  at  a  time  when  liberty  that  I  was  ridiculously  wrong ;  the  whole  body 
is  a  good  deal  talked  of,  perhaps  I  might  be  of  those  noble  persons  may  refute  me  for  the 
excused,  if  I  caught  something  of  the  general  whole  corps.    If  they  please,  they  are  more 
mdocility.    It  mi^t  not  be  surprising,  if  I  powerful  advocates  against  themselves,  than  a 
loigthened  my  chain  a  link  or  two,  and  in  an  thousand  scribblera  like  me  can  be  in  theb 
age  of  relaxed  discipline,  gave  a  trifling  indul-  favour.     If  I  were  even  possessed  of  those 
genoe  to  my  own  noticms.  Ifthat  could  be  allow-  powera  which  his  Grace,  in  order  to  heighten 
ed,  perhaps  I  mightsometimes  (by  accident,  and  my  offence,  is  pleased  to  attribute  to  me,  there 
without  an  unpardcmable  crime)  trust  as  much  would  be  little  difference.     The  eloquence  of 
to  my  own  very  careful  and  very  laborious,  Mr.  Erskine  mi^t  save  Mr.  '^***  from  the 
thoa^,  perhaps,  somewhat  purblind  disquisi-  gallows,  but  no  eloquence  could  save  Mr* 
tioos,  aa  to  their  soaring,  intuitive,  eagle-eyed  Jackson  firom  the  effects  of  his  own  potion. 
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In  that  unfortunate  book  of  mine,  which  ia  hundred  joonals  7  Can  it  be  attributed  tt 
put  in  the  index  expurgatorius  of  the  modem  me,  if  he  will  initiate  ail  his  grenaitien,  and 
whigs,  I  might  have  spoken  too  favourably  all  his  hussars  in  these  high  mysteries  ?  An 
not  only  of  those  who  wear  coronets,  but  of  I  respon  ible,  if  he  will  make  le  dniidethm'  >i^ 
those  who  wear  crowns.  Kings  however  have  me,  or  la  aouverakuti  du  peuple  the  fikvowite  ts^ 
not  only  long  arms  but  strong  ones  too.  A  parole  of  his  nulitary  orders?  Now  diat  hii 
great  northern  potentate  for  instance,  is  able  in  troops  are  to  act  with  the  brave  legioos  of 
one  moment,  and  with  one  bold  stroke  of  his  freedom,  no  doubt  h«  will  fit  them  ibr  their 
diplomatic  pen,  to  efface  all  the  volumes  which  firatemity.  He  will  teach  the  Prussians  to 
I  could  write  in  a  century,  or  which  the  most  think,  to  feel  and  to  act  like  them,  and  to  e»  j|3 
laborious  publicists  of  Germany  ever  carried  ulate  the  glories  of  the  rsj'iiiieirfc^e  r€eA(l^«t  )(■ 
to  the  fair  of  Leipsic,  as  an  apology  for  mon-  He  willemfrioy  the  illustrious  citizen  Saotem,  tj 
archs  and  monarchy.  Whilst  I,  or  any  other  the  general  of  his  new  allies,  to  instract  tke  U 
poor  puny  private  sophist,  was  defending  the  dull  Crermans  how  they  shaU  conduct  tbeoH  ]|^ 
declaration  cf  Piinitz,  his  majes^  might  re-  selves  towards  persons  who,  like  Louis  XYI.,  j^ 
fiite  me  by  the  treaty  of  Basle.  Such  a  (whose  cause  and  person  he  once  to(^  uiioini  |s 
monarch  may  destroy  one  republic  because  it  protection)  shall  dare  without  the  sanctioa  of  i| 
had  a  king  at  its  head,  and  he  may  balance  the  people,  or  with  it,  to  consider  themsehrii 
this  extraordinary  act  by  founding  another  re-  ks  hereditary  kings.  Can  I  arrest  this  grasl 
public  that  has  cut  off  the  head  of  its  king.  I  potentate  in  his  career  of  glory  1  Am  I  blano- 
defended  that  great  potentate  for  associating  in  able  in  recommending  virtue  and  religion  is 
a  grand  alliance  for  the  preservation  of  the  old  the  true  foundation  cf  all  monarchies,  beeawe 
governments  of  Europe ;  but  he  puts  me  to  the  protector  of  the  three  religions  of  the 
silence  by  delivering  up  all  those  governments  Westphalism  arrangement,  to  ingratiate  hin>* 
(his  own  virtually  included)  to  the  new  system  adf  with  the  republic  of  philosophy,  shdl 
of  France.  If  he  is  accused  before  the  Pa-  abolish  all  the  three  ?  It  is  not  in  my  power 
risian  tribunal  (constituted  for  the  trial  of  to  prevent  the  grand  patron  of  the  refomed 
kings)  for  having  polluted  the  soil  (^liberty  by  church,  if  he  chooses  it,  firom  annidling  the 
the  tracks  of  his  disciplined  slaves,  he  clears  Calvinistic  sabbath,  and  e^ablishing  the  de- 
himself  by  surrendering  the  finest  parts  of  cadi  of  atheism  in  aO  his  states.  He  nay 
Germany  (with  a  handsome  cut  of  his  own  even  renounce  and  abjure  his  &vourite  mystic- 
territories)  to  the  offended  majesty  of  the  re-  ism  in  the  temple  of  reason.  In  these  things, 
gicides  of  France.  Can  I  resist  this  ?  Am  at  least,  he  is  truly  despotic.  He  has  now 
I  responsible  for  it,  if  with  a  torch  in  his  hand,  shaken  hands  with  every  thing  which  at  firrt 
and  a  rope  about  his  neck,  he  makes  amende  had  inspired  him  with  horroor.  It  would  be 
honourable  to  the  Sant-CuloUerie  of  the  re-  curious  indeed  to  see  (what  I  rtudl  not  how- 
public  one  and  indivisible  ?  In  that  humilia-  ever  travel  so  far  to  see)  the  ingenious  de- 
ting  attitude,  in  spite  of  my  protests,  he  may  vices,  and  the  elegant  transparencies  which  oo 
supplicate  pardon  for  his  menacing  proclama-  the  restoraticm  of  peace  and  the  conunonoe- 
tions  ;  and  as  an  expiation  to  those  whom  he  ment  of  Prussian  liberty  are  to  decorate  Poti- 
iailed  to  terrify  with  his  threats,  he  may  aban-  dam  and  Charlottenburg  fegtigianU.  What 
don  those  whom  he  had  seduced  by  his  pro-  shades  cf  his  armed  ancestors  of  the  house  of 
mises.  He  may  sacrifice  the  royalists  of  Brandenburgh  will  the  committe  of  tifatrntnet 
France  whom  he  had  called  to  his  standard,  raise  up  in  the  opera-house  of  Berlin,  todanos 
as  a  salutary  example  to  those  who  shall  ad-  a  grand  ballet  in  the  rejmcings  for  this  aus- 
here  to  their  native  sovereign,  or  shall  confide  picious  event?  Is  it  a  grand  master  of  the 
in  any  other  who  undertakes  the  cause  of  op-  teutonic  order,  or  is  it  the  great  elector  ?  Is 
pressed  kings  and  of  loyal  subjects.  it  the  first  king  of  Prussia  or  the  last  ?    Or  is 

How  can  I  help  it,  if  this  high-minded  the  whole  long  line  (long,  I  mean  a  jKirlcatiie) 

prince  will  subscribe  to  the  invectives  which  to  appear  like  Banquo's  royal  procesnon  ia 

the  regicides  have  made  against  all  kings,  and  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth, 
particularly  against  himself?    How  can  I  help        How  can  I  prevent  all  these  arts  of  royal 

it,  if  Uiis  royal  propagandist  will  preadi  the  policy,  and  all  these  displays  of  royal  magnifi- 

doctrine  of  the  rights  dfmen  ?    Is  it  my  fault,  cence  ?    How  can  I  prevent  the  successor  of 

if  his  professors  of  literature  read  lectures  on  Frederick  the  Great  firom  aspiring  to  a  neW| 

that  code  in  all  his  academies,  and  if  all  the  and  in  this  age  unexampled  kiiid  of  gbry.    Is 

piNisioned  managers  of  the  newspapers  in  his  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  he  shall  not  make 

dominiflBs  diffuas  it  throughout  Europe  in  an  his  cfmfession  in  the  style  of  &t.  Austin  or  of 
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That  he  sfaall  not  assame  the  save  them  from  the  ram  that  mntt  M  on  all 

of  the  praitent  and  flagellant,  and,  institutions  of  digni^  or  of  authori^  that  are 

grafting  moidtery  on  philoeophy,  strip  himself  perverted  from  their  purport  to  the  oppression 

of  his  regal  purple,  dothe  his  gigantic  limbs  of  human  nature  in  others,  and  to  its  disgrace 

in  the  sackcloth  and  the  Aair>«^<,  and  exercise  in  themselves  ?    As  the  wisdom  of  men  make* 

on  his  broad  shoulders  the  discifJinary  scoui^  such  instituticms,  the  folly  of  men  destroys 

of  the  holy  order  of  the  sons-culottes  ?    It  is  them.    Whatever  we  may  pretend,  there  if 

not  in  me  to  hinder  kings  from  making  new  always  more  in  the  soundness  of  the  materials, 

orders  of  religious  and  martial  knighthood.     I  than  in  the  &shion  of  the  work.     The  order  of 

am  not  Hercules  enough  to  uphold  those  orbs  a  -good  building  is  something.    But  if  it  be 

whidi  the  Atlasses  of  the  world  are  so  desi-  wholly  declined  from  its  perpendicular ;  if  the 

rotts  of  shifting  from  their  weary  shoulders,  cement  is  loose  and  incoherent ;  if  the  stones 

What  can  be  dtme  against  the  magnanimous  are  scaling  with  every  change  of  the  weather, 

resolution  of  the  great  to  accomplish  the  de-  and  the  whole   toppling  on  our  heads,   what 

gradation  and  the  rain  of  their  own  character  matter  is  it  whether  we  are  crushed  by  a 

and  situation.  corinthian  or  a  doric  ruin  ?     The  fine  form  of 

What  1  say  of  the  German  princes,  that  I  a  vessel  is  a  matter  of  use  and  of  delight.   It  is 

■ay  of  all  the  other  dignities  and  all  the  other  pleasant  to  see  her  decorated  with  cost  and  art. 

institutions  ofthe  holy  Roman  empire.  If  they  But  what    signifies  even  the  mathematical 

have  a  mind  to  destroy  themsdves,  they  may  truth  of  her  form  ?    What  signify  all  the  art 

pat  their  advocates  to  silence  and  their  advi-  and  cost  with  which  she  can  be  carved,  and 

aerstoriuune.     I  have  often  praised  the  aulic  painted,  and  gikled,  and  covered  with  decora- 

OQuneil.     It  is  very  trae  I  did  so.     I  thought  tions  from  stem  to  stern  ;  what  signify  all  her 

it  a  tribunal,  as  well  formed  as  human  wisdom  rigging  and  sails,  her  flags,  her  pendants,  and 

oodd  form  a  tribunal,  for  coercing  the  great,  her  streamers?    What  signify  even  her  can- 

Ibe  rich,  and  the  powerful ;  for  obliging  them  to  non,  her  stores  and  her  provisions,  if  all  her 

pAmni  their  nedu  to  the  imperial  laws,  and  to  planks  and  timbers  be  unsound  and  rotten  ? 

those  of  nature  and  of  nations ;  a  tribunal  well 

eonceived  forextirpating  peculation,  corruption  s  VJ^er  ^**"bT'* '^*""* 

nd  oppression,  fit>m  all  the  parts  of  that  vast  j^^.^*  &  genul  'i  nomen  Inutile. 
heterogeneous  mass  called  the  Germanic  body. 

I  dxNild  not  be  inclined  to  retract  these  praises  I  have  been  stimulated,  I  know  not  how,  to 

DpoD  any  of  the  ordinary  lapses  into  which  liu-  give  you  this  trouble  by  what  very  few,  except 

man  infirmity  will  fall ;  they  might  still  stand,  myself  would  think  worth  any  trouble  at  all. 

though  some  of  their  coitdunon$  should  taste  In  a  speech  in  the  house  of  lords,  I  have  been 

of  the  prejudices  of  country  or   (^faction,  attacked  for  the  defence  of  a  scheme  of  govern- 

whether  political  or  religious.     Some  degree,  ment,   in  which  that  body  inheres,  and  in 

even  of  corraption,  should  not  make  me  think  which  alcme  it  can  exist.      Peers  of  Great 

then  guilty  of  suicide ;  but  if  we  could  suppose,  Britain  may  become  as  penitent  as  the  sove- 

diat  lim  aulic  council  not  regarding  duty,  or  reign  of  Prussia.     They  may  repent  oS  what 

even  common  decoram,  listening  neither  to  the  they  have  done  in  assertion  of  the  honour  of 

BBcret  admonition  of  conscience,  nor  to  the  pub-  their  king,  and  in  fovour  of  their  own  safety. 

He  voice  of  &me,  some  of  the  members  basely  But  never  the  gloom  that  lowers  over  the 

ibmdoned  their  post,  and  others  continuing  fortune  of  the  cause,  nor  any  thing  which  the 

in  it,  only  the  more  infamously  to  betray  it,  great  may  do  towards  hastening  their  own  fidl, 

^Id  give  a  judgment  so  shameless  and  so  can  make  me  repent  of  what  I  have  done  by 

pnstitnte,  of  such  monstrous  and  even  porten-  pen  or  voice  (the  only  arms  I  possess)   in 

loQi  corraption,  that  no  example  in  the  history  &vour  of  the  order  of  things  into  which  I  was 

of  human  depravity,  or  even  in  the  fictions  of  bora,  and  in  which  I  fondly  hope  to  die. 

poetic  imagination,  could  possibly  match  it ;  In  the  long  series  of  ages  which  have  ftn^ 

if  it  should  be  a  judgment  which  with  cold  nished  the  matter  of  history,  never  was  so 

unfeeling  craelty,  irfler  long  deliberations  shouki  beautifiil  and  so  august  a  spectacle  presented 

condemn  millions  of  innocent  people  to  extor-  to  the  moral  eye,  as  Europe  afforded  the  day 

tioo,  to  rapine  and  to  blood,  and  should  devote  before  the  revolution  in  France.    I  knew  in- 

nue  of  flie  finest  countries  upon  earth  to  deed  that  this  prosperity  contained  in  itself  the 

nvage  and  desolation— does  any  one  think  seeds  of  its  own  danger.    In  one  part  of  the 

^  any  servile  apologies  of  mine,  or  any  strat-  society  it  caused  laxity  and  debility.    In  the 

ing  and  bullying  insolence  of  theur  own,  can  other  it  produced  bold  spirits  and  dark  de* 
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signs.    A  &lse  philosophy  passed  from  acad-         I  wished  to  warn  the  people  against  tlw 
emies  into  courts,  and  the  great  themselves  greatest  of  all  evils:  a  blind  and  furious  spirit 
were   infected  with  the   theories  which  con-  of  innovation,  under  the  name  of  reform.    1 
ducted  to  their  ruin.    Knowledge  which  in  the  was  indeed  well  aware  that  power  rarely  re- 
two  last  centuries  either  did  not  exist  at  all,  or  forms  itself.     So  it  is  undoubtedly  when  all  is 
existed  solidly  on    right    principles    and  in  quiet  about  it.    But  I  was  in  hopes  that  pro' 
chosen  hands,  was  now  diffused,  weakened  vident  fear  might  prevent  fruitless  penitence, 
and  perverted.    General  wealth,  loosened  mo-  I  trusted  that  danger  might  produce  at  least 
rals,  relaxed  vigilance,  and  increased  presump-  circumspection  ;  I  flattered   myself  in  a  mo- 
tion.    Men  of  talent  began  to  compare,  in  the  ment  like  this,  that  nothing  would  be  added  to 
partition  of  the  common  stock  cf  public  |H'o«-  make  authority  top-heavy  ;  that  the  very  mo- 
perity,  the  proportions  of  the  dividends  with  ment  of  an  earthquake  would  not  be  the  time 
the  merits  of  the  claimants.    As  usual,  thejr  chosen  for  adding  a  story  to  our  houses.   I 
found  their  portion  not  equal  to  their  estimate  hoped  to  see  the  surest  of  all  reforms,  perliaps 
(or  perhaps  to  the  public  estimate)  of  their  own  the  only  sure  reform,  the  ceasing  to  do  ill.   Id 
worth.     When  it  was  once  discovered  by  the  the  mean  time  I  wished  to  the  people,  thewis- 
revolution  in  France  that  a  struggle  between  dora  of  knowing  how  to  tolerate  a  conditioo 
establishment  and  rapacity  could   be  main-  which  none  of  their  effVuts  can  render  much 
tained,  though  but  for  one  year,  and  in  one  more  than  tolerable.     It  was  a  condition,  how- 
place,  I  was  sure  that  a  practicable  breach  was  ever,  in  which  every  thing  was  to  be  found 
made  in  the  whole  order  of  things  and  in  every  that  could  enable  them  to  live  to  nature,  and 
country.     Religion,  that  held  the  materials  of  if  so  they  pleased,  to  live  to  virtue  and  to 
the  fabric  together,  was  first  systematically  honour. 

loosened.    AU  other  opinions,  under  the  name         I  do  not  repent  that  I  thought  better  of  those 
(^prejudices,  must  fall  along  with  it;  and  pro-  to  whom  I  wished  well,  than  they  will  suffer 
perty,  lefl  undefended  by  principles,  became  a  me  long  to  think  that  they  deserved.    Far  from 
repository  of  spoils  to  tempt  cupidity,  and  not  repenting,  I  would  to  God,  that  new  Acuities 
a  magazine  to  furnish  arms  for  defence.    I  haid  been  called  up  in  me,  in  favour  not  of  this 
know,  that  attacked  on  all  sides  by  the  infer-  or  that  man,  or  this  or  that  system,  but  of  the 
nal  energies  of  talents  set  in  action  by  vice  and  general  vital  principle,  that  whilst  it  was  in  its 
disorder,  authority  could  not  stand  upon  au-  vigour  produced  the  state  of  things  transmitted 
thority  alone.     It  wanted  some  other  support  to  us  from  our  &thers ;  but  which,  throu^  the 
than  the  poise  of  its  own  gravity.     Situations  joint  operations  of  the  abuses  of  authority  and 
formerly  supported  persons.     It  now  became  liberty,  may  perish  in  our  hands.     I  am  not  of 
necessary  that  personal  qualities  should  sup-  opinion  that  the  race  of  men,  and  the  common- 
port   situations.     Formerly,  where  authority  wealths  they  create,  like  the  bodies  of  individ- 
was  found,  wisdom  and  virtue  were  presumed,  uals,  grow  effete  and  languid  and  bloodless, 
But  now  the  veil  was  torn,  and  to  keep  off*  and  ossify  by  the  necessities  of  their  own  con- 
sacrilegious  intrusion,  it  was  necessary  that  in  formation,  and  the  fatal  operatio?i  of  longevity 
the  sanctuary  of  government  something  should  and  time.     These  analogies  between  bodies 
be  disclosed  not  only  venerable  but  dreadful,  natural  and  politic,  though  they  may  sometimes 
Government  was  at  once  to  shew  itself  full  of  illustrate  arguments,  furnish  no  argument  <^ 
virtue  and  full  of  force.    It  was  to  invite  par^  themselves.    They  are  but  too  often  used  under 
tisans,  by  making  it  appear  to  the  world  that  the  colour  of  a  specious  philosophy,  to  find 
a  generous  cause  was  to  be  asserted  ;  one  fit  apologies  for  the  despair  of  laziness  and  pusil- 
fbr  a  generous   people  to  engage  in.     From  lanimity,  and  to  excuse  the  want  <^  all  manly 
passive  submission  was  it  to  expect  resolute  de-  efforts,  when  the  exigencies  (^  our  country 
fence?  No!  It  must  have  warm  advocates  and  call  for  them  more  loudly, 
passionate  defenders,  which  an  heavy,  discon-         How  often  has  public  calamity  been  arrested 
tented    acquiescence    never    could    produce,  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin  by  the  reasonable 
What  a  base  and  foolish  thing  is  it  for  any  energy  of  a  single  man !     Have  we  no  such 
consolidated  body  of  authority  to  say,  or  to  act  man  among  us  ?    I  am  as  sure  as  I  am  of  my 
as  if  it  said,  •*  I  will  put  my  trust  not  in  my  being,  that  one  vigorous  mind  without  office, 
own  virtue  but  in  your  patience ;  I  will  indulge  without  situation,  without  public  functions  of 
in  effeminacy,  in  indolence,  in  corruption  ;  I  any  kind  (at  a  time  when  the  want  of  such  a 
will  give  way  to  all  my  perverse  and  vicious  thing  is  felt,  as  I  am  sure  it  is)  I  say,  one  such 
humours,  because    you    cannot    punish  me  man,  confiding  in  the  aid  of  God,  auod  full  of 
without  the  hazard  of  ruining  yourselves  ?"  just  reliance  in  his  own  fortitude,  vigour,  enter- 
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ynsb  and  pcneveranoe,  would  first  draw  to  iet  alone  can  be  rescued  from  the  imbecility 
him  some  few  like  himself,  and  then  that  niul-  of  courts  and  the  madness  of  the  crowd, 
thudes,   hardly  thought  to  be   in  existence,  This  republican  spirit  would  not  suffer  meu  in 
^oold  appear  and  troop  about  him.  high  places  to  bring  ruin  ou  their  country  and 
If  I  saw  this  auspicious  beginning,  baffled  on  themselves.     It  would  reform,  not  by  de- 
and  frustrated  as  I  am,  yet  on  the  very  verge  stroying,  but  by  saving,  the  rich  and  the  pow- 
oT  a  timely  grave,  abandoned  abrocui  and  des-  erful.     Such  a  republican  spirit,  we  perhaps 
oiate  at  home,  stripped  of  my  boast,  my  hope,  fond\y  conceived  to  have  animated  the  distin- 
my  consolation,  my  help,  my  counsellor  and  guished  heroes  and  patriots  of  old,  who  knew 
mj  guide,  (you  know  in  part  what  1  have  lost,  no  mode  of  policy  but  religion  and  virtue. 
ud  would  to  God  I  could  clear  myself  of  all  These,  they  would  have  paramount  to  all  con- 
nect and  &ult  in  that  bss)  yet  thus,  even  stitutions ;  they  would  not  suffer  monarchs  or 
thus,  I  would  rake  up  the  fire  under  all  the  senates  or  popular  assemblies,  under  pretences 
ubes  that  ofipress  it.     I  am  no  longer  patient  of  dignity  or  authority,  or  freedom,  to  shake 
of  the  public  eye  ;  nor  am  I  of  force  to  win  my  ofi*  those  moral  riders  which  reason  has  ap- 
way,  and  to  jostle  and  elbow  in  a  crowd.     But,  pointed  to  govern  every  sort  of  rude  power, 
even  in  solitude,  something  may  be  done  for  These,  in  appearance  loading  them  by  their 
wciety.    The  noeditations  of  the  closet  have  weight,  doby  that  pressure  augment  their  essen- 
infected  senates  with  a  subtle  frenzy,  and  in-  tial  force.    The  momentum  is  increased  by  the 
flamed  armies  with  the  brands  of  the  furies,  extraneous  weight.     It  is  true  in  moral,  as  it  is 

'       The  cure  might  come  from  the  same  source  in  mechanical  science.    It  is  true,  not  only  in 

vith  the  distemper.     I  wouM  add  my  part  to  the  draught,  but  in  the  race.     These  riders  of 

those  who  would  animate  the  people  (whose  the  great,  in  effect,  hold  the  reins  which  guide 

!        hearts  are  yet  right)  to  new  exertions  in  the  them  in  their  course,  and  wear  the  spur  that 

old  cause.  stimulates  them  to  the  goals  of  honour  and  of 

Novelty  is  not  the  only  source  of  zeal,  safety.     The  great  must  submit  lo  the  domin- 

\       Why  should  not  a  Maccebeus  and  his  breth-  ion  of  prudence  and  of  virtue  ;  or  none  will 

'       rea  arise  to  assert  the  honour  of  the  ancient  long  submit  to  the  dominion  of  the  great. 
law,  and  to  defend  the  temple  of  their  fore- 
others,  with  as  ardent  a  spirit,  as  can  inspire  «  Dls  te  minorem  quod  geris  imperas.** 
any  innovator  to  destroy  the  nHMiuments  of  the 

piety  9fld  the  glory  of  ancient  ages  ?    It  is  not  This  is  the  feudal  tenure  which  they  cannot 

a  hazarded  assertion,  it  is  a  great  truth,  that  altar. 

when  once  things  are  gone  out  of  their  ordinary  Indeed,  my  dear  sir,  things  are  in  a  bad 

coarse,  it  is  by  acts  out  of  the  ordinary  course  state.     1  do  not  deny  a  good  share  of  diligence, 

they  can  alone  be  re-established.    Republican  a  very  great  share  of  ability,  and  much  public 

spirit  can  only  be  combated  by  a  spirit  of  the  virtue  to  those  who  direct  our  affairs.    But 

same  nature :  of  the  same  nature,  but  informed  they  are  encumbered,  not  aided,  by  their  very 

with  another  principle,  and  pointing  to  another  instruments,  and  by  all  the  apparatus  of  the 

end.    I  would  persuade  a  resistance  both  to  state.     I  think  that  our  ministry  (though  there 

the  corruption  and  to  the  reformation  that  pre-  are  things  against  them,  which  neither  you  nor 

vails.    It  will  not  be  the  weaker,  but  much  I  can  dissemble,  and  which  grieves  me  to  the 

the  stronger,  &r  combating  both  together.     A  heart)  is  by  far  the  most  honest  and  by  &r  tho 

victory  over  real  corruptions  would  enable  us  wisest  system  of  administration  in  Europe, 

to  baffle  the  spurious  and  pretended  refbrma-  Their  faU  would  be  no  trivial  calamity, 

tions.    I  would  not  wish  to  excite,  or  even  to  Not  meaning  to  depreciate  the  minority  in 

tolerate,  that  kind  of  evil  spirit  which  evokes  parliament,  whose  talents  are  also  great,  and 

the  powers  of  hell  to  rectify  the  disorders  of  the  to  whom  I  do  not  deny  virtues,  their  system 

earth.    No !  I  would  add  my  voice  with  bet-  seems  to  me  to  be  fundamentally  wrong.     But 

ter,  and  I  trust,  more  potent  charms,  to  draw  whether  wrong  or  right,  they  have  not  enough 

down  justice,  and  wisdom,  and  fortitude  from  of  coherence  among  themselves,  nor  ofestima- 

heaven,  for  the  correction  of  human  vice,  and  tion  with  the  public,  nor  of  numbers.     They 

the  recalling  of  human  errour  fi-om  the  devious  cannot  make  up  an  administration.    Nothing 

ways  into  which   it  has  been  betrayed.     I  is    more  visible.      Many  other    things    are 

wookl  widi  to  call  the  impulses  of  individuals  against  them,  which  I  do  not  charge  as  faults, 

at  once  to  the  aid  and  to  the  controul  of  author-  but  reckon  among  national  misfortunes.    Ex- 

ity.    By  this,  which  I  caQ  the  true  republican  traordinary  things  must  be  done,  or  one  of  the 

spirit,  paradoxical  ai  it  may  appear,  roooarch-  parties  cannot  stand  as  a  ministry,  nor  the 
Vol.  n— 12. 
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other  even  as  an  opposition.    They  cannot  those  to  enter  your  name  in  such  a  list  as  I 

change  their  situations,  nor  can  any  useful  speak  of.    You  are  young ;  you  have  great 

coalition  be  made  between  them.    I  do  not  talents,  you  have  a  dear  head,  you  have  a 

see  the  mode  of  it,  nor  the  way  to  it.     This  natural,  fluent  and  unforced  elocution;  your 

aspect  of  things  I  do  not  ccxitemplate  with  ideas  are  just,  your  sentiments  benevolent, 

pleasure.  open  and  enlarged — but  this  is  too  big  ibr  your 

I  well  know  that  every  thing  of  the  daring  modesty.    Oh !  this  modesty  in  time  and  place 

kind  which  I  speak  of,  is  critical — but  the  is  a  charming  virtue,  and  the  grace  of  aU  other 

times  are  critical.     New   things   in  a  new  virtues.    But  it  is  sometimes  the  worst  enemy 

world  !    1  see  no  hopes  in  the  common  tracks,  they  have.    Let  him,  whose  print  I  gave  you 

[f  men  are  not  to  be  found  who  can  be  got  to  the  other  day,  be  engraved  in  your  memory! 

feel  within  them  some  impulse.  Had  it  pleased  Providence  to  have  spared  him 

for  the  trying  situations  that  seem  to  be  com- 

^ —  quod  nequeo  monstrare,  et  sentlo  tantum,"  ing  on,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  sometimes 

a  little  dispirited  by  the  disposition  which  we 

and  which    makes    them    impatient  of  the  thought  shewn  to  depress  him  and  set  him 

present ;  if  n(Mie  can  be  got  to  feel  that  private  aside ;  yet  he  was  always  buoyed  up  again; 

persons  may  sometimes  assume  that  sort  of  and  on  one  or  two  occasiims,  he  discovered 

magistracy  which  does  not  depend  on  the  what  might  be  expected  from  the  vigour  and 

nomination  of  kings,  or  the  election  of  the  elevation  of  his  mind,  from  his  unc<HK)uerable 

people,  but  has  an  inherent  and  self^xistent  fortitude,  and  from  the  extent  c€  his  resoaroes 

power  which  both  would  recognise;   I  see  for  every  purpose  of  speculation  and  of  action, 

nothing  in  the  world  to  hope.  Remember  him,  my  friend,  who  in  the  high- 

If  I  saw  such  a  group  beginning  to  cluster,  est  degree  honoured  and  respected  you,  and 

such  as  they  are,  they  should  have  (all  that  I  remember  that  great  parts  are  a  great  trust. 

can  give)  my  prayers  and  my  advice.    People  Remember,  too,  that  mistaken  or  misapplied 

talk  of  war,  or  cry  for  peace— Have  they  to  virtues,  if  they  are  not  as  pernicious  as^vice, 

the  bottom  considered  the  questions  either  of  frustrate  at  least  their  own  natural  tendencies, 

war,  or  peace,  upon  the  scale  of  the  existing  and  disappoint  the  purposes  of  the  Grea^ 

world  ?    No.    I  fear  they  have  not.  Giver. 

Why  shoukl  not  you,  yourself,  be  one  of  Adieu.    My  dreams  are  finished. 


THOUGHTS 


▲NO  OXTAILS   OW  SCARCITY.     ORIOINALLT  PRESENTED   TO   THE   RIGHT   HON.  WILLIAM 

PITT,   IN   THE    MONTH   OF   NOVEMBER,    1795. 


Of  all  things,  an  indiscreet  tampering  with  by  the  industry  of  &ction,  and  by  the  zeal  of 

the  trade  of  provisions  is  the  most  dangerous,  fi)olish  good-intention,  and  greedily  devoured 

and  it  is  always  worst  in  the  time  when  men  by  the  malignant  credulity  of  mankind,  tends 

are  most  disposed  to  it :  that  is,  in  the  time  of  infinitely    to    aggravate    prejudices,    which, 

scarcity.     Because  there  is  nothing  on  which  in    themselves,    are    more    than    sufliciently 

the  passionsofmen  are  so  violent,  and  theirjudg-  strong.    In  that  state  of  affairs,  and  of  the  pub- 

ments  so  weak,  and  on  which  there  exists  such  lie  with  relation  to  them,  the  first  thing  that 

a  multitude  of  ill-founded  popular  prejudices,  government  owes  to  us,  the  people,  isinforma- 

The  great  use  of  government  is  as  a  re-  tion ;  the  next  is  timely  coercion : — the  one  to 

straint;   and  there  is  no  restraint  which  it  guide  our  judgment ;  the  other  to  regulate  our 

ought  to  put  upon  others,  and  upon  itself  too,  tempers.   - 

rather  than  that  which  is  imposed  on  the  fury  To  provide  for  us  in  our  necessities  is  not 

of  speculation  under  circumstances  ofirrita-  in  the  power  of  government.    It  would  be  a 

tion.     The  number  of  idle  tales  spread  about  vain  presumption  in  statesmen  to  think  they 
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eukdo  it.     The  people  maintain  them,  and  not  Whether  what  may  be  called  the  moral  or 

tbfsy  the  people.    It  is  in  the  power  of  govern-  j^ilosophical  happiness  of  the  laborious  classes 

ne&t  to  prevent  mudi  evil ;  it  can  do  very  little  is  increased  or  not,  I  cannot  say.     The  seat 

]^tive  good  in  this,  (»r  perhaps  in  any  thing  of  that  species  of  happiness  is  in  the  mind ;  and 

dse.    It  is  not  <mly  so  o£  the  state  and  states-  there  are  few  data  to  ascertain  the  comparative 

nui,  bat  of  all  the  classes  and  descriptions  <^  state  of  the  mind  at  any  two  periods.    Philo- 

tbe  rich — they  are  the  pensioners  <^  the  poor,  sophical  happiness  is  to  want  little.     Civil  or 

udare  maintained  by  their  superfluity.  They  vulgar  happiness  is  to  want  mudi,  and  to 

in  under  an  absolute,  hereditary,  nnd  inde-  enjoy  much. 

feuible  dependence  on  those  who  labour,  and  If  the  happiness  of  the  animal  man  (which 
in  miscalled  the  poor.       -  certainly  goes  somewhere  towards  the  happi- 
The  labouring  people  are  only  poor,  because  ness  of  the  rational  man)  be  the  object  of  our 
thej  are  numerous.    Numbers  in  their  nature  estimate,  then  I  assert,  without  the  least  hesi- 
n^y  poverty.     In  a  fair  distribution  among  tation,  that  the  condition  of  those  who  labour 
I  Tist  multitude,  none  can  have  much.     That  (in  all  descriptions  of  labour,  and  in  all  grada- 
du8  of  dependant  pensioners  called  the  rich,  tions  of  labour,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
is  10  extremely  small,  that  if  all  their  throats  inclusively)  is  on  the  whole  extremely  melio- 
were  cut,  and  a  distribution  made  of  all  they  rated,  if  more  and  better  food  is  any  standard 
coBsome  in  a  year,  it  would  not  give  a  bit  of  of  melioration.     They  work  more,  it  is  cer- 
bread  and  cheese  for  mie  night's  supper  to  tain  ;  but  they  have  the  advantage  of  their  aug- 
tittse  who  labour,  and  who  in  reality  feed  both  mented  labour ;  yet  whether  that  increase  of 
tbe  pensicmers  and  themselves.  labour  be  on  the  whole  a  good  or  an  evs/,  it  is  a 
But  the  throats  of  the  rich  ought  not  to  be  consideration  that  would  lead  us  a  great  way, 
cot,  nor  their  magazines  plundered ;  because,  and  is  not  for  ray  present  purpose.    But  as  to 
in  their  persons  they  are  trustees  for  those  who  the  fact  of  the  melioration  of  their  diet,  I  shall 
bboar,  and  their  hoards  are  the    banking-  enter  into  the  detail  of  proof  whenever  I  am 
bouses  <£  these  latter.    Whether  they  mean  called  upon :   in  the  mean  time,  the  known 
it  or  not,  they  do,  in  eflfect,  execute  their  trust  difficulty  of  contenting  them  with  any  thing  but 
'-«ya»  with  more,  some  with  less  fidelity  and  bread  made  of  the  finest  flour,  and  meat  o£  the 
judgment.    But  cmi  the  whole,  the  duty  is  per-  first  quality,  is  proof  sufficient. 
fi>nned,  and  every  thing  returns,  deducting  I  further  assert,  that  even  under  all  the  hard- 
some  very  trifling  commission  and  discount,  ships  of  the  last  year,  the  labouring  people  did, 
to  the  place  from  whence  it  arose.     When  the  either  out  of  their  direct  gains,  or  from  charity, 
poor  rise  to  destroy  the  rich,   they   act  as  (which  it  seems  is  now  an  insult  to  them)  in 
wisely  for  their  own  purposes  as  when  they  fact,  fare  better  than  they  did,  in  seasons  of 
burn  mills  and  throw  com  into  the  river  to  common  plenty,  fif)y  or  sixty  years  ago ;  or 
make  bread  cheap.  even  at  the  period  of  my  Engli^  observatioui 
When  I  say  that  we  of  the  people  ought  to  which  is  about  forty-four  years.    I  even  a»- 
be  informed,  inclusively  I  say,  we  ought  not  sert,  that  full  as  many  in  that  class,  as  ever 
to  be  flattered ;  flattery  is  the  reverse  of  in-  were  known  to  do  it  before,  continued  to  save 
straction.    The  poor  in  that  case  would  be  mcmey ;  and  this  I  can  prove,  so  far  as  my 
rendered  as  improvident  as  the  rich,  which  own  information  and  experience  extend. 
would  not  be  at  all  good  for  them.  It  is  not  true  that  the  rate  of  wages  has  not 
Nothing  can  be  so  base  and  so  wicked  as  increased  with  the  nominal  price  of  provi- 
the  poUti^  canting  language,  "  The  labour-  sions.    I  allow  it  has  not  fluctuated  with  that 
ing  jH>or."      Let  compassion    be  shewn  in  price,  nor  ought  it ;.  and  the  squires  of  Nor- 
action,  the  more  the  better,  according  to  every  folk  had  din^,  when  they  gave  it  as  their 
man's  ability,  but  let  there  be  no  lamentation  opinion,  that  it  might  or  ought  to  rise  and  fall 
of  their  condition.     It  is  no  relief  to  their  mi-  with  the  market  of  provisions.     The  rate  of 
serable  circumstances ;  it  is  only  an  insult  to  wages  in  truth  has  no  direct  relation  to  that 
their  miserable    understandings.      It    arises  price.     Labour  is  a  commodity  like  every 
from  a  total  want  of  charity,  (Mr  a  total  want  of  other,  and  rises  or  falls  according  to  the  de- 
thoaght.    Want  of  one  kind  was  never  re-  mand.    This  is  in  the  nature  of  things;  how- 
liered  by  want  oi  any  other  kind.    Patience,  ever,  the  nature  of  things  has  provid^  for  their 
labour,  sobriety,  fi^gality  and  religion,  should  necessities.    Wages  have  been  twice  raised 
berecommaaded  to  diem ;  all  the  rest  is  down-  in  my  time,  and  they  bear  a  full  proportion,  or 
rif^t  fraud.    It  is  horriUe  to  call  diem  "  The  even  greater  than  formerly,  to  the  medium  o£ 
once  happy  labourer.'*  provisions  during  the  last  bad  cycle  of  twenty 
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ymn.    They  bear  a  full  proportion  to  the  re-  difTerence  between  the  partiea,  the  office  of  tiw 

■ult  of  their  labour.    If  we  were  wildly  to  judge  commences.    He  cannotdictate  the  ooo- 

attempt  to  kroe  them  beyond  it,   the  sUme  tract.     It  is  his  business  to  see  that  it  be  m- 

which  we  had  forced  up  the  hill  would  only  fail  forced;  provided  that  it  is  not  contrary  to  pre- 

back  upon  them  in  a  diminished  demand,  or,  existing  laws,  or  obtained  by  force  or  fraud.  If 

what  indeed  is  the  far  lesser  evil,  an  aggra-  he  is  in  any  way  a  maker  or  regulator  of  the 

Tated  price  of  all  the  provisions,  which  are  the  contract,  in  so  much  he  is  disqualified  from 

result  of  their  manual  toil.  being  a  judge.     But  this  sort  of  confused  dis- 

There  is  an  implied  contract,  much  stronger  tribution  of  administrative  and  judicial charac- 

than   any  instrument  or  article  of  agreement  ters,  (of  which  we  have  already  as  much  as  is 

between  the  labourer  in  any  occupation  and  sufficient,  and  a  little  more)  is  not  theoolj 

his  employer — that  the  labour,  so  far  as  that  perplexity  of  notions  and  passions  which  troabie 

labour  is  concerned,  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  us  ip  the  present  hour, 
to  the  employer  a  profit  on  his  capital,  and  a        What  is  doing,  supposes  or  pretends  that 

compensation  for  his  risk  ;  in  a  word,  that  the  the  &rmer  and  the  labourer  have  opposite  inter* 

labour  shall  produce  an  advantage  equal  to  the  ests; — that  the  &rmer  oppresses  the  labourer;     L 

payment.     Whatever  is  above  that,  is  a  direct  and  that  a  gentleman  called  a  justice  of  peace,     )>i 

tarn ;  and  if  the  amount  of  that  tax  be  lefl  to  is  the  protector  of  the  latter  and  a  contrcnl  and     \r 

die  will  and  pleasure  of  another,  it  is  an  or&t-  restraint  on  the  former ;  and  this  is  a  point  I      | 

trary  tax.  wish  to  examine  in  a  manner  a  good  deal  differ     Y 

If  I  understand  it  rightly,  the  tax  proposed  ent  from  that  in  which  gentlemen  proceed,  who      u 

on  the  &rming  interest  of  this  kingdom,  is  to  confide  more  in  their  abilities  than  is  fit,  and      ; 

be  levied   at  what  is  called  the  discretion  of  suppose  them  capable  of  more  than  any  natural      r 

justices  of  peace.  abilities,  fed  with  no  other  than  the  provender 

The  questions  arising  on  this  scheme  of  furnished  by  their  own  private  speculations, 

arbitrary  taxation  are  these^whether  it  is  can  accomplish.    Legislative  acts,  attempting 

better  to  leave  all  dealing,  in  which  there  is  no  to  regulate   this  part  of  economy,  do  at  least, 

force  or  fraud,  collusion  or  combination,  en-  as  much  as  any  other,  require  the  exactest  de- 

tirely  to  the  persons  mutually  concerned  in  the  tail  of  circumstances,  guided  by  the  surest 

matter  contracted  for ;  or  to  put  the  contract  in  general  principles  that  are  necessary  to  direct 

die  hands  of  those  who  can  have  none,  or  a  experiment  and  inquiry,  in  order  again  from 

Tory  remote   interest  in  it,  and  little  or  no  those  details  to  elicit  principles,  firm  and  lumi* 

knowledge  of  the  subject.  nous  general   principles,  to  direct  a  practical 

It  might  be  imagined  that  there  would  be  legislative  proceeding, 
▼ery  little  difficulty  ih  solving  this  question  ;  First,  then,  I  deny  that  it  is  in  this  case,  as 
for  what  man,  of  any  degree  of  reflection,  can  in  any  other  of  necessary  implication,  that  con- 
think,  that  a  want  of  interest  in  any  subject  tracting  parties  should  originally  have  had 
closely  connected  with  a  want  of  skill  in  it  qua-  different  interests.  By  accident  it  may  be  so 
Kfies  a  person  to  intermeddle  in  any  the  least  undoubtedly  at  the  outset ;  but  then  the  con- 
affair ;  much  less  in  affairs  that  vitally  concern  tract  is  of  the  nature  of  a  compromise  ;  and 
the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom,  the  first  of  all  compromise  is  founded  on  circumstances  that 
its  concerns,  and  the  foundation  of  all  its  suppose  it  the  interest  of  the  parties  to  be  re- 
prosperity  in  every  other  matter,  by  which  that  conciled  in  some  medium.  The  princif^e  of 
prosperity  is  produced.  compromise    adopted,    of    consequence    the 

The  vulgar  errour  on  this  subject  arises  from  interests  cease  to  be  different, 
a  total  confusion  in  the  very  idea  of  things        But  in  the  case  of  the  farmer  and  the  la- 

widely  different  in  themselves  ; — those  of  con-  bourer,  their  interests  are  always  the  same, 

▼ention,  and  those  of  judicature.     When  a  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  their  free 

contract  is  making,  it  is  a  matter  of  discretion  contracts  can  be  onerous  to  either  party.    It  is 

and  of  interest  between  the  parties.    In  that  the  interest  of  the  farmer,  that  his  work  shouki 

intercourse,  and  in  what  is  to  arise  from  it,  be  done  with  effect  and  celerity :  and  that  can- 

tfie  parties  are  the  masters.     If  they  are  not  not  be  unless  the  labourer  is  well  fed,  and 

comf^etely  so,  they  are  not  free,  and  therefore  otherwise  found  with  such  necessaries  of  ani- 

their  contracts  are  void.  mal  life,  accordinsr  to  his  habitudes,  as  may 

But  this  fi-eedomhas  no  farther  extent,  when  keep  the  body  in  full  force,  and  the  mind  gay 

the  contract  is  made ;  then  their  discretionary  and  cheerful.    For  of  all  the  instruments  of  his 

powers  expire,  and  a  new  order  of  things  takes  trade,  the  labour  of  roan  (what  the  ancient 

its  origin.    Then,  and  not  till  then,  and  on  a  writers  have  called  the  inHrumentum  voeale) 


ON  SCARCITY.  183 

■flat  on  which  he  is  most  to  rely  for  the  re-pay-  I  ihan  be  told  by  the  zealoCi  of  the  Mct  of 

■ant  of  his  capital.     The  other  two,  the  temi-  reflation,  that  this  may  be  true,  and  may  be 

Mesle  in  &e  ancient  da88i6cati<»i,  that  is,  the  safely  committed  to  ^e  cooTention  of  the 

working  stock  of  cattle,  and  the  ituirumeniuin  farmer  and  the  labourer,  when  the  latter  is  in 

ffttttttm,  such  as  carts,  ploughs,  spades,  and  so  the  prime  of  his  youth,  and  at  the  time  of  his 

forth,  though  not  all  inconsiderable  in  them-  health  and  vigour,  and  in  ordinary  tiroes  of 

Klves,  are  very  much  inferiour  in  utility  or  in  abundance.       But     in    calamitous    seasons, 

expense ;   or  without  a  given  portion  of  the  under  accidental  illness,  in  declining  life,  and 

first,  are  nothing  at  all.     For  in  all  things  with  the  pressure  of  a  numerous  offspring,  the 

nrhatever,  the  mind  is  the  most  valuable  and  future  nourishers  of  the  community  but  th* 

the  most  important ;  and  in  this  scale  the  present  drains  and  blood-suckers  cf  those  who 

whole  of  agriculture  is  in  a  natural  and  just  produce  them,  what  is  to  be  done  ?    When  a 

order ;  the  beast  is  an  informing  princi|Je  to  man  cannot  live  and  maintain  his  fomily  by 

the  {dough  and  cart :  the  labourer  is  as  reason  the  natural  hire  of  his  labour,  ought  it  not  to 

to  the  beast ;  and  the  farmer  is  as  a  thinking  be  raised  by  authority  ? 

and  presiding  principle  to  the  labourer.    An  On  this  head  I  must  be  allowed  to  submit, 

attempt  to  break  this  chain  of  subordination  in  what  my  opinions  have  ever  been  ;  and  soma- 

any  part  is  equally  absurd  ;  but  the  absurdity  what  at  large. 

is  the  most  mischievous  in  practical  operation.  And,  first,  I  premise  that  labour  is,  as  I  havo 

where  it  is  the  most  easy,  that  is,  where  it  is  already  intimated,  a  commodity,  and  as  such, 

the  most  subject  to  an  erroneous  judgment.  an  article  of  trade.     If  I  am  right  in  this  notion, 

It  is  plainty  more  the  farmer's  interest  that  that  labour  must  be  subject  to  all  the  laws  and 

his  men  shculd  thrive,  than  that  his  horses  principlesof  trade,  and  not  to  regulation  foreign 

riiookl  be  well  fed,  sleek,  plump,  and  fit  for  to  them,  and  that  may  be  totally  inconsistent  with 

use,  or  than  that  his  waggon  and  ploughs  those  principles  and  those  laws.     When  any 

should  be  strong,  in  good  repair,  and  fit  for  commodity  is  carried  to  market,  it  is  not  the 

service.  necessity  of  the  vender,  but  the  necessity  of  tho 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  fiirmer  cease  to  pro-  purchaser  that  raises  the  price.     The  extrenw 

fit  of  the  labourer,  and  that  his  capital  is  not  want  of  the  seller  has  rather  (by  the  nature  <£ 

continually  manured  and  Acetified,  it  is  im-  things  with  which  we  shall  in  vain  contend) 

possible  that  he  should  continue  that  abundant  the  direct  contrary  operation.     If  the  goods  at 

nutriment,  and  clothing,  and  lodging,  proper  market  are  beyond  the  demand,  they  fall  in  their 

for    the    protection   of  the    instruments    he  value ;  ifbelow  it,  they  rise.   The  impossibility 

employs.  of  the  subsistence  of  a  man,  who  carries  his 

It  is  therefore  the  first  and  fundamental  in-  labour  to  market,  is  totally  beside  the  question 
terest  <^  the  labourer,  that  the  former  should  in  his  way  of  viewing  it.  The  only  question 
have  a  full  incoming  profit  on  the  product  of  is,  what  is  it  worth  to  the  buyer  ? 
his  labour.  The  proposition  is  self  evident.  But  if  the  authority  comes  in  and  forces  th» 
and  nothing  but  the  malignity,  perverseness,  buyer  to  a  price,  who  is  this  in  the  case  (say) 
and  ill-goTemed  passions  of  mankind,  and  of  a  farmer,  who  buys  the  labour  of  ten  or 
particularly  the  enry  they  bear  to  each  other's  twelve  labouring  men,  and  three  or  four  handy- 
prosperity,  could  prevent  their  seeing  and  crafts,  what  is  it,  but  to  make  an  arbitrary 
acknowledging  it,  with  thankfulness  to  the  division  of  his  property  among  them? 
benign  and  wise  Disposer  of  all  things,  who  The  whole  of  his  gains,  I  say  it  with  tha 
obliges  men,  whether  they  will  or  not,  in  pur-  most  certain  conviction,  never  do  amount  any 
iuing  their  own  selfish  interests,  to  connect  the  thing  like  in  value  to  what  bo  pays  to  his  li^ 
general  good  with  their  own  individual  success,  bourers  and  artificers ;  so  that  a  very  small  ad- 

But  who  are  to  judge  what  that  profit  and  vance  upon  what  one  man  pays  to  numy,  may 
advantage  ought  to  bei  Certainly  no  autho-  absorb  the  whole  of  what  he  possesses,  and 
rity  on  earth.  It  is  a  matter  of  convention  amount  toan  actual  partition  of  all  his  substanM 
Actated  by  the  reciprocal  conveniences  of  the  among  them.  A  perfect  equality  will  indeed 
parties,  and  indeed  by  their  reciprocal  neces-  be  produced ; — that  is  to  say,  equal  want,  equal 
sities. — But,  if  the  former  is  excessively  wretchedness,  equal  beggary,  and  on  the  part 
avaricious  ? — ^why  so  much  the  better — the  of  the  petitioners,  a  woful  helpless,  and  des- 
more  he  desires  to  increase  his  gains,  the  perate  disappointment.  Such  is  the  event  gC 
more  interested  is  he  in  the  good  c<n)dition  of  all  compulsory  equalizations.  They  pull  down 
those,  upon  whose  labour  his  gains  roust  what  is  above.  They  never  raise  what  is  be- 
principally  depend.  low ;  and  they  depress  bi^  and  low  tog«»ther 
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boievlh  die  Ut«1  of  what  wag  origiiuJly  the  the  qualificadoos  of  a  good  workmui,  one  bid,     i 

lowest.  and  the  other  three  nuddUng,  and  afiproxiiBi-     r 

If  a  commoditj  is  raised  by  authority  above  ting  to  the  first  and  the  last.    So  dat  in  m     f 
what  it  will  yield  with  a  profit  to  the  buyer,  small  a  platoon  as  that  of  even  fire,  yoa  wil      f 
that  commodity,  wiU  be  the  less  dealt  in.     If  a  find  the  full  complement  of  all  that  five  men  can      j 
second  blundering  interposition  be  used  to  cor-  earn.     Taking  five  and  five  throughout  the      r 
rect  the  blunder  of  the  first,  and  an  attempt  is  kingdom,  they  are  equal :  therefore,  an  erroor      ' 
made  to  force  the  purchase  of  the  commodity  with  regaud  to  the  equalization  of  their  wages 
(of  labour  for  instance),  the  one  of  these  two  by  those  who  employ  five,  as  fiirmersdoat  the      [ 
things  must  happen,  either  that  the  forced  very  least,  cannot  be  considerable.  | 
buyer  is  ruined,  or  the  price  of  the  product  of         2dly.  Those  who  are  able  to  work,  but  not 
the  labour,  in  that  proportion  is  raised.     Then  the  complete  task  of  a  day-labourer.    Thu 
the  whed  turns  rocuid,  and  the  evil  complained  class  is  infinitely  diversified,  but  will  aptly 
of  faUs  with  aggravated  wei^t  on  the  com-  enough  fall  into  principal  divisions.    Men, 
piainant.     The  price  of  com,  which  is  the  fitMn  the  decline,  whid\  after  fifty  becomes 
result  of  the  expense  <^  all  the  operations  of  every  year  taore  sensible,  to  the  period  of  de- 
husbandry,    taken    together,   and    for    some  bility  and  decrepitude,  and  the  maladies  that 
time  continued,  will  rise  on  the  labourer,  con-  precede  a  final  dissolution.     Wonun,  whose 
sidered  as  a  consumer.     The  very  best  will  employment  on  husbandry  is  but  occasional, 
be,  that  he  remains  where  he  was.    But  if  the  and  who  difi*er  more  in  eflfective  labours  one 
price  of  the  com  should  not  compensate  the  fix>m  another  than  men  do,  on  account  of  ge^ 
price  of  labour,  what  is  fiur  more  to  be  feared,  tation,  nursing  and  domestic    management, 
the  most  serious  evil,  the  very  destmcticm  of  over  and  above  the  difference  they  have  m 
agricnhare  itself,  is  to  be  apprehended.  common  with  men  in  advancing,  in  statiooaiy, 

Nothing  is  such  an  enemy  to  accuracy  of  and  in  declining  life.     Childrenj  who  proceed 

judgment  as  a  coarse  discrimination ;  a  want  on  the  reverse  order,  growing  firom  less  to 

of  such  classificaticm  and  distributicxi  as  the  greater  utility,  but  with  a  still  greater  dispro- 

•ubject  admits  of.     Increase  the  rate  of  wages  portion  d*  nutriment  to  labour  than  is  found  in 

to  the  labourer,  say  the  regulators — as  if  labour  the  second  of  these  subdivisions ;  as  is  visible 

was  but  one  thing  and  of  one  value.    But  this  to  those  who  will  give  themselves  the  trouble 

Tory  broad  generic  term,  IcAouTj  admits,  at  o£  examining  into  the  interiour  eoMiomy  cf  a 

least  of  two  or  three  specific  descriptions :  and  poor-house. 

these  will  suffice,  at  least,  to  let  gentlemen  dis-  This  inferiour  classification  is  introduced  to 
eera  a  little  of  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with  shew,  that  laws  proscribing,  or  magistrates  ex- 
caution  in  their  coercive  guidance  of  those  ercising,  a  very  stiff,  and  often  inapplicaUe 
whose  existence  depenos  upon  the  observance  rale,  or  a  blind  and  rash  discretion,  never  can 
of  still  nicer  distinctions  and  sub-divisions,  than  provide  the  just  proportions  between  earning 
eommonly  they  resort  to  in  forming  their  and  salary  on  the  one  hand,  and  nutriment  on 
judgments  on  this  very  enlarged  part  c€  the  other:  whereas  interest,  habit,  and  the 
economy.  tacit  convention,  that  arise  from  a  thousand 

The  labourers  in  husbandry  may  be  divi-  nameless  circumstances,  produce  a  tact  that 

ded :  1st.  Into  those  who  are  able  to  perform  regulates  without  difficulty,  what  laws  and 

the  fill!  woric  of  a  man ;  that  is,  what  can  be  magistrates  cannot  regulate  at  all.     The  first 

done  by  a  person  fit>m  twenty-one  years  of  class  of  labour  wants  nothing  to  equalize  it;  it 

age  to  fifty.    I    know  no    husbandry  work  equalizes  itself.     The  second  and  third  are 

(mowing  hardly  excepted)  that  is  not  equally  not  capable  of  equalization, 
within  the  power  of  all  persons  within  those        But  what  if  the  rate  of  hire  to  the  labourer 

ages,  the  more  advanced  fully  compensating  by  comes  far  short  of  his  necessary  subsistence, 

knack  and  habit  what  they  lose  in  activity,  and  the  calamity  of  the  time  is  so  great  as  to 

Unquestionably,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  differ-  threaten  actual  famine  ?    Is  the  poor  labourer 

ence  between  the  value  of  one  man's  labour  to  be  abandoned  to  the  flinty  heart  and  griping 

and  that  of  another,  from  strength,  dexterity,  hands  of  base  self-interest,  supported  by  the 

and  honest  application.    But  I  am  quite  sure,  sword  of  law,  especially  when  there  is  reason 

from  my  best  observation,  that  any  given  five  to  suppose  that  the  very  avarice  of  farmers 

men  will,  in  their  total,  afford  a  proportion  of  themselves  has  concurred  with  the  enrours  of 

labour  equal  to  any  other  five  within  the  pe-  government  to  bring  fiimine  on  the  land  ? 
riods  of  life  I  have  stated  ;  that  is,  that  among        In  that  case,  my  opinion  is  this.     When- 

•iieh  five  men  there  will  be  one  possessing  all  ever  it  happens  that  a  man  can  claim  nothing 
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•eeoiding  to  the  rules  of  commeroe,  and  &e  and  even  expected,  to  lock  to  afl  poMiUe  profit 

principlos  of  justice,  he  passes  out  of  that  de-  which,  without  fraud  or  violence,  he  can  make ; 

Iputment,  and  comes  within  the  jurisdiction  to  turn  plenty  or  scarcity  to  the  best  advantage 

of  mercy.     In  that  province  the  magistrate  has  he  can ;  to  keep  back  or  to.  bring  forward  his 

nothing  at  all  to  do :  his  interference  is  a  viola-  commodities  at  his  pleasure  ;  to  account  to  no 

ti<Mi  of  the  property  which  it  is  his  office  to  one  for  his  stock  or  for  his  gain.    On  any  other 

protect.    Without  all  doubt,  charity  to  the  terms  he  is  the  slave  of  the  consumer  ;  and 

poor  is  a  direct  and  obligatory  duty  upon  all  that  he  should  be  so  is  of  no  benefit  to  the 

Christians,  next  in  order  after  the  payment  of  consumer.    No  slave  was  ever  so  beneficial 

debts,  fill!  as  strong,  and  by  nature  made  infi-  to  the  master  as  a  freeman  that  deals  with  him 

nitely  more  delightful  to  us.     PuflTendorf,  and  on  an  equal  footing  by  convention,  formed  on 

other  casuists,  do  not,  I  think,  denominate  it  the  rules  and  principles  of  contending  interests 

quite  properly,  when  they  call  it  a  duty  of  im-  and  compromised  advantages.     The  consumer, 

perfect  obligation.     But  the  manner,  mode,  if  he  were  suffered,  would  in  the  end  always 

time,  choice  of  objects,  and  proportion,  are  left  be  the  dupe  of  his  own  tyranny  and  injustice. 

to  private  discretion ;  and  perhaps,  for  that  The  landed  gentleman  is  never  to  forget,  that 

very  reason  it  is  performed  with  the  greater  the  farmer  is  his  representative. 

satis&ction,  because  the  discharge  of  it  has  It  is  a  perilous  thing  to  try  experiments  on 

more  the  appearance  of  freedom ;  recommend-  the  farmer.     The  farmer's  capital  (except  in  a 

ing  us  besides  very  specially  to  the  divine  few  persons,  and  in  a  very  few  places)  is  far 

favour,  as  the  exercise  of  a  virtue  most  suita-  more  feeble  than  commonly  is  imagined.     The 

Ue  to  a  being  sensible  of  its  own  infirmity.  trade  is  a  very  poor  trade;  it  is  subject  to 

The  cry  of  the  people  in  the  cities  and  great  risks  and  losses.     The  capital,  such  as 

towns,  though  unfortunately  (from  a  fear  of  it  is,  is  turned  but  once  in  the  year ;  in  some 

their  multitude  and  combination)  the  most  re-  branches  it  requires  three   years  before  the 

garded,  ought,  in /act,  to  be  the  lecat  attended  money  is  paid.    I  believe  never  less  than  three 

to  upon  this  subject ;  for  citizens  are  in  a  state  in  the  turnip  and  grass-land  course,  which  is 

of  utter  ignorance  of  the  means  by  which  they  the  prevalent  course  on  the  more  or  less  fertile, 

are  to  be  fed,  and  they  contribute  little  or  no-  sandy  and  gravelly  loams,  and  these  compose 

thing,  except  in  an  infinitely  circuitous  manner,  the  soil  in  the  south  and  south-east  of  England, 

to  their  own  maintainance.     They  are  truly  the  best  adapted,  and  perhaps  the  only  ones 

"Prugu  cortsumere  natiJ"    They  are  to  be  that  are  adapted,  to  the  turnip  husbandry. 

heard  with  great  respect  and  attention  upon  It  is  very  rare  that   the  most  prosperous 

natters  within  their    province,   that  is,   on  farmer,  counting  the  value  of  his  quick  and 

trades  and  manu&ctures;  but  ori  any  thing  dead  stock,  the  interest  of  the  money  he  turns, 

that  relates  to  agriculture,  they  are  to  be  together  with  his  own  wages  as  a  bailif  or 

iisteDed  to  with  the  same  reverence  which  we  overseer,  ever  does  make  twelve  or  fifleen  per 

pay  to  the  dogmas   of  other    ignorant    and  cejUum  by  the  year  on  his  capital.     I  speak  of 

presumptuous  men.  the  prosperous.    In  most  of  the  parts  of  Eng- 

If  any  one  were  to  tell  them,  that  they  were  land  which  have  fallen  within  my  observation, 

to  give  in  an  account  of  all  the  stock  in  their  I  have  rarely  known  a  farmer,  who  to  his  own 

■hops ;  that  attempts  would  be  made  to  limit  trade  has  not  added  some  other  employment  or 

tlieir  profits,  or  raise  the  price  of  the  labouring  traffic,  that,  afler  a  course  of  the  most  unremit- 

nianufacturers  upon  them,  or  recommend  to  ting    parsimony    and    labour   (such    for   the 

government,  out  of  a  capital  from  the  public  re-  greater  part  is  theirs),  and  persevering  in  his 

venues,  to  set  up  a  shop  of  the  same  commo-  business  for  a  long  course  of  years,  died  worth 

dities,  in  order  to  rival  them,  and  keep  them  to  more  than  paid  his  debts,  leaving  his  posterity 

reasonable  dealing,  they  would  very  soon  see  to  continue  in  nearly  the  same  equal  conflict 

the  impudence,  injustice,  and  oppression  of  between  industry  and  want,  in  which  the  last 

such  a  course.     They  would  not  be  mistaken ;  predecessor,  and  a  long  line  of  predecessors 

bat  they  are  o£  opinion,  that  agriculture  is  to  before  him,  lived  and  died. 

be  subject  to  other  laws,  and  to  be  governed  by  Observe  that  I  speak  of  the  generality  of 

other  principles.  farmers  who  have  not  more  than  fi-om  one 

A  greater  and  more  ruinous  mistake  cannot  hundred  and  fifly  to  three  or  four  hundred 

be&Den  into,  than  that  the  trades  of  agricul-  acres.     There  are  few  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 

^  and  grazing  can  be  conducted  upon  any  try  within  the  former,  or  much  beyond  the  lat- 

other  than  the  conmion  principles  of  commerce;  ter,  extent.    Unquestionably  in  other  places 

■luiely,  that  the  producer  should  be  permitted,  there  are  much  larger.    But,  I  am  convinced. 
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whatever  part  of  England  be  the  theatre  of  his  there  are  few,  being  readily  granted,  how,  ud 

operations,  a  &nner  who  cultivates  twelve  on  what  conditions,  is  this  culture  obtained? 

hundred  acres,  which  I  consider  as  a  large  Why,  by  a  very  great  increase  of  laboor;  by 

fimn,  though  I  know  there  are  larger,  cannot  an  augmentation  of  the  third  part,  at  least,  of 

proceed,  with  any  degree  of  safety  and  effect,  the  hand-labour,  to  say  nothing  of  the  hones 

with    a    smaller   capital    than  ten  thousand  and  machinery  employed  in  ordinary  tillage. 

pounds ;  and  that  he  cannot,  in  the  ordinary  Now,  every  man  must  be  sensible  how  httle 

course  of  culture,  make  more  upon  that  great  becoming  the  gravity  of  legislature  it  is  toeo- 

capital  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  than  twelve  courage  a  board,  which  recommends  to  us,  and 

hundred  a  year.  upon  very  weighty  reasons  unquestionably,  an 

As  to  the  weaker  capitals,  an  easy  judgment  enlargement  uf  the  capital  we  employ  in  the 

may  be  formed  by  what  very  small  errours  operations  of  the  hand,  arid  then  to  pass  an  act 

they   may  be  farther  attenuated,  enervated,  which  taxes  that  manual  labour,  already  at  a 

rendered    unproductive,  and  perhaps  totally  very  high  rate ;  thus  compelling  us  to  dimin- 

destroyed.  ish  the  quantity  of  labour  which  in  the  vulgar 

This  constant  precariousness,  and  ultimate  course  we  actually  employ, 

moderate  limits  of  a  farmer's  fortune,  on  the  What  is  true  <^the  &rmer  is  equally  trae  of 

strongest  capital,  I  press,  not  only  on  account  the  middle  man  ;  whether  the  middle  roan  acts 

of  the  hazardous  speculation  of  the  times,  but  as  factor,  jobber,  salesman,  or  speculator,  in 

because  the  excellent  and  most  useful  works  the  markets  of  grain.     These  traders  are  to  be 

of  my  friend,  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  tend  to  pro-  left  to  their  free  course  ;  and  the  more  they 

pagate  that  errour  (such  I  am  very  certain  it  is),  make,  and  the  richer  they  are,  and  the  more 

of  the  largeness  of  a  farmer's  profit.  It  is  not  that  largely  they  deal,  the  better  both  for  the&rmer 

his  account  of  the  produce  does  often  greatly  and  consumer,  between  wh<Mn  they  form  a  na- 

exceed,  but  he  by  no  means  makes  the  proper  tural  and    most  useflil    link  <^  connection ; 

allowance  for  accidents  and  losses.    I  might  though,   by  the  machinations  of  the  old  evil 

enter  into  a  convincing  detail,  if  other  more  counsellor,  Envy^  they  are  hated  and  maligned 

troublesome  and  more  necessary  details  were  by  both  parties. 

not  before  me.  I  hear  that  middle  men  are  accused  of  mo- 
This  proposed  discretionary  tax  on  labour  nopoly.  Without  questi(»i,  the  monopoly  of 
militates  with  the  recommendations  of  the  authority  is,  in  every  instance  and  in  every 
board  of  agriculture :  they  recommend  a  gen-  degree,  an  evil ;  but  the  monopdy  of  capital  is 
eral  use  of  the  drill  culture.  I  agree  with  the  the  contrary.  It  is  a  great  benefit,  and  abene- 
board,  that  where  the  soil  is  not  excessively  fit  particularly  to  the  poor.  A  tradesman  who 
heavy,  or  encumbered  with  large  loose  stones  has  but  a  hundred  pound  capital,  which  (say) 
(which  however  is  the  case  with  much  other-  he  can  turn  but  once  a  year,  cannot  live  upon 
wise  good  land),  that  course  is  the  best,  and  9^  profit  of  10 per  cent,  because  he  cannot  live 
most  productive,  provided  that  the  most  accu-  upon  ten  pounds  a  year ;  but  a  man  of  ten 
rate  eye ;  the  most  vigilant  superintendence ;  thousand  pounds  capital  can  live  and  thrive 
the  most  prompt  activity,  which  has  no  such  upon  5  per  cent,  profit  in  the  3'ear,  because  he 
day  as  to-morrow  in  its  calendar ;  the  most  has  five  hundred  pounds  a  year.  The  same 
steady  foresight  and  predisposing  order  to  have  proportion  holds  in  turning  it  twice  or  thrice, 
every  body  and  every  thing  ready  in  its  place.  These  principles  are  plain  and  simple  ;  and  it 
and  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  fortunate  is  not  our  ignorance,  so  much  as  the  levity,  ths 
fugitive  moment  in  this  coquetting  climate  of  envy,  and  the  malignity  of  our  nature,  that 
ours— provided,  I  say,  all  these  combine  to  hinders  us  from  perceiving  and  yielding  to 
speed  the  plough,  I  admit  its  superiority  over  them :  but  we  are  not  to  suffer  our  vices  to 
the  old  and  general  methods.  But  under  pro-  usurp  the  place  of  our  judgment, 
crastinating,  improvident,  ordinary  husband-  The  balance  between  consumpticm  and  pro- 
men,  who  may  neglect  or  let  slip  the  few  op-  duction  makes  price.  The  market  settles,  and 
portunities  of  sweetening  and  purifying  their  alone  can  settle  that  price.  Market  is  the 
ground  with  perpetually  renovated  toil,  and  un-  meeting  and  conference  of  the  consumer  and 
dissipated  attention,  nothing,  when  tried  to  any  producer y  when  they  mutually  discover  each 
extent,  can  be  worse,  or  more  dangerous :  the  other's  wants.  Nobody,  I  believe,  has  ob- 
fiirm  may  be  ruined,  instead  of  having  the  soil  served  with  any  reflection  what  market  is, 
•nriched  and  sweetened  by  it.  without  being  astonished  at  the  truth,  the  cor- 
But  the  excellence  of  the  method  on  a  proper  rcctness,  the  celerity,  the  general  equity,  widi 
foil,  and  conducted  by  husbandmen,  <^  whom  which  the  balance  of  wants  is  settled.    Thej 
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«lio  wish  the  destnictioo  of  that  balance,  and  the  conttruction  of  racfa  graaariai  throa|jb- 
mnld  fidn  by  arbitnury  regulation  decree,  that  out  the  kingdom,  would  be  at  an  ezpenta 
MectiTo  production  should  not  be  compen-  beyond  all  calcuiatioa.    The  keeping  them  up 
■ated  by  increased  price,  directly  lay  their  axe  would  be  at  a  great  charge.     The  management 
to  the  root  of  production  itself.  and  attendance  would  require   an    army  of 
They  may  even  in  one  year  of  such  false  agents,     store    keepers,     clerks,    and    ser^ 
policy,  do  mischiefs  incalculable ;  because  the  vants.     The  capital  to  be  employed  in  the 
trade  of  a  &rmer  is,  as  I  have  before  explain*  purchase  of  grain  would  be  enormous.     The 
ed,  one  of  the  most  precarious  in  its  advan-  waste,   decay,   and  corruption,   would    be  a 
tages,  the  most  liable  to  losses,  and  the  least  dreadful  drawback  on  the  whole  dealing;  and 
pro6table  of  any  that  is  carried  on.     It  re-  the  dissatit^faction  of  the  people,  at  having  de- 
quires  ten  times  more  of  labour,  of  vigilance,  of  cayed,  tainted,  or  corrupted  corn  sold  to  them, 
attention,  of  skill,  and  let  me  add,  of  good  for-  as  must  be  the  case,  would  be  serious, 
tune  also,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  farmer  This  climate  (whatever  others  may  be)  ig 
with  success,  than  what  belongs  to  any  other  not  favourable  lo  granaries,  where  wheat  is  to 
trade.    Seeing  things  in  this  light,  I  am  &r  be  kept  for  any  time.     The  best,  and  indeed 
from  presuming  to  censure  the  late  circular  in-  the  only  good  granary,  is  the  rick-yard  of  the 
Btruction  of  council  to  lord  lieutenants — but  I  farmer,  where  the  corn  is  preserved  in  its  own 
confess  I  do  not  clearly  discern  its  object.    I  straw,  sweet,  clean,  wholesome,  free  from  ver- 
un  greatly  afraid  that  the  inquiry  will  raise  min  and  from  insects,  and  comparatively  at  a 
some  alarm    as  a  measure,  leading  to  the  trifle  of  expense.    This,  and  the  bam,  enjoying 
French  system  of  putting  com  into  requisi-  many  of  the  same  advantages,  have  been  the 
tion.    For  that  was  preceded  by  an  inquisi-  sole  granaries  of  England  from  the  foundation 
tioQ  somewhat  similar  in  its  principle,  though,  of  its  agriculture  to  this  day.     All  this  is  done 
&ec(m]ing  to  theirmode,  their  principles  are  full  at  the  expense  of  the  undertaker,  and  at  hii 
of  diat  violence,  which  here  is  not  much  to  be  sole  risk.     He  contributes  to  govemment ;  he 
feved.    It  goes  on  a  principle  directly  oppo-  receives  nothing  from  it  but  protection ;  and  to 
site  to  mine :  it  presumes,  that  the  market  is  this  he  has  a  claim. 

DO  &ir  test  of  [ijenty  or  scarcity.     It  raises  The  moment  that  govemment  appears  at 

&  suspicion,  which  may  effect  the  tranquillity  market,  all  the  principles  of  market  will  be  sub- 

of  the  public  mind,  "  that  the  farmer  keeps  verted.     I  don't  know  whether  the  farmer  will 

l>Mk,  and  takes  unfair  advantages  by  delay ;"  suffer  by   it   as  long  as  there  is  a  tolerable 

00  the  part  of  the  dealer,  it  gives  rise  ob-  market  of  competition ;  but  I  am  sure  that,  in 

viously  to  a  thousand  ne&rious  speculations,  the  first  place,  the  trading  government  will 

In  case  the  return  should  on  the  whole  prove  speedily  become  a  bankrupt,  and  the  consumer 

^Toorable,  is  it  meant  to  ground  a  measure  in  the  end  will  suffer.    If  government  makei 

^encouraging  exportation  and  checking  the  all  its  purchases  at  once,  it  will  instantly  raise 

import  of  com  ?    If  it  is  not,  what  end  can  it  the  market  upon  itself     If  it  makes  them  by 

Wswer  ?    And,  I  believe,  it  is  not.  degrees,  it  must  follow  the  course  of  the  market. 

This  opinion  may  be  fortified  by  a  report  If  it  follows  the  course  of  the  market,  it  will 

|one  abroad,  that  intentions  are  entertained  produce  no  effect,  and  the  consumer  may  as 

cf  erecting  public  granaries,  and  that  this  in-  well  buy  as  he  wants— therefore  all  the  expense 

^'liiy  is  to  give  government  an  advantage  in  is  incurred  gratis. 

its  purchases.  But  if  the  object  of  this  scheme  should  be ,  what 

I  hear  that  such  a  measure  has  been  pro-  I  suspect  it  is,  to  destroy  the  dealer,  commonly 

posed,  and  is  under  deliberation,  that  is,  for  called  the  middle    man,  and  by  incurring  a 

Sovemment  to  set  up  a  granary  in  every  mar-  voluntary  loss  to  carry  the  baker  to  deal  with 

Mt  town,  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  in  order  govemment,  I  am  lo  tell  them  that  they  must 

^  extinguish  the  dealer,  and  to  subject  the  set  up  another  trade,  that  of  a  miller  or  a  meal- 

'^noer  to  the  consumer,  by  securing  com  to  man,  attended  with  a  new  train  of  expenses  and 

^  latter  at  a  certain  and  steady  price.  risks.     If  in  both  these  trades  they  should  suc- 

If  such  a  scheme  is  adopted,  I  should  not  ceed,   so  as  to  exclude   those  who  trade  on 

like  to  answer  for  the  safety  of  the  granary,  of  natural  and  private  capitals,  then  they  if»itt 

^  Hents,  or  of  the  town  itself,  in  which  the  have  a  monopoly  in  their  hands,  which,  under 

ptntry  was  erected — the  first  storm  of  popular  the  appearance  of  a  monopoly  of  capital,  will, 

phranzy  woukl  fall  upon  that  granary.  in  reality,  be  a  monopoly  of  authority,  and  will 

So  &r  in  a  political  light.  ruin  whatever  it  touches.     The  agriculture  of 

In  an  economical  light,  I  must  observe,  that  the  kingdom  cannot  stand  before  it. 
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A  little  pUce  like  Geneya,  of  not  more  than  not  come  alternately  or  at  short  intervals,  bat 
Grom  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  in  pretty  long  cycles  and  irregulariy,  aad  cod- 
whid\  has  no  territory,  or  next  to  none ;  which  sequently  that  we  cannot  assure  ourselves,  if 
depends  for  its  existence  on  the  good  will  of  we  take  a  wrong  measure,  fix>m  the  temporary 
three  neighbouring  powers,  and  is  of  course  necessities  of  one  season :  but  that  the  next, 
continually  in  a  state  (^something  like  a  siege f  and  probably  more,  will  drive  us  to  the  cootio- 
or  in  the  speculation  of  it,  might  find  some  re-  uance  of  it ;  so  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no 
source  in  state  granaries,  and  some  revenue  way  of  preventing  this  evil  which  goes  to  the 
from  the  monopoly  of  what  was  sold  to  the  destruction  of  all  our  agriculture,  and  of  that 
keepers  of  public-houses.  This  is  a  policy  for  part  of  our  internal  commerce  which  touches 
a  state  too  small  for  agriculture.  It  is  not  (for  our  agriculture  the  most  nearly,  as  well  as  the 
instance)  fit  for  so  great  a  country  as  the  Pope  safety  and  very  being  of  government,  but  nian- 
possesses,  where,  however,  it  is  adopted  and  fully  to  resist  the  very  first  idea,  speculative  or 
pursued  in  a  great  extent,  and  with  more  strict-  practical,  that  it  is  within  the  competence  of 
ness.  Certain  of  the  Pope's  territories,  from  government,  taken  as  government,  or  even  cf 
whence  the  city  of  Rome  is  supplied,  being  the  rich,  as  rich,  to  supply  to  the  poor,  those 
obliged  to  furnish  Rome  and  the  granaries  of  necessaries  which  it  has  pleased  the  Divine 
his  Holiness  with  com  at  a  certain  price,  that  Providence  for  a  while  to  withhold  from  them. 
part  of  the  papal  territories  is  utterly  ruined.  We,  the  people,  ought  to  be  made  sensible, 
That  ruin  may  be  traced  with  certainty  to  this  that  it  is  not  in  breaking  the  laws  of  corn- 
sole  cause,  and  it  appears  indubitably  by  a  merce,  which  are  the  laws  o£  nature,  and  cod- 
comparison  of  their  state  and  condition  with  sequently  the  laws  of  God,  that  we  are  to 
that  of  the  other  part  of  the  ecclesiastical  do-  place  our  hope  of  soflening  the  Divine  di^ilea- 
minions  not  subjected  to  the  same  regulations,  sure  to  remove  any  calami^  under  whidi  we 
which  are  in  circumstances  highly  flourishing,  suflfer,  or  which  hangs  over  us. 

The  reformation  of  this  evil  system  is  in  a        So  far  as  to  the  principles  of  general  policy, 
manner  impracticable ;  for,  first,  it  does  keep        As  to  the  state  of  things  which  is  urged  as 
bread  and  all  other  provisions  equally  subject  to  a  reason  to  deviate  from  them,  these  are  the 
the  chamber  of  supply,  at  a  pretty  reasonable  circumstances  of  the  harvest  <^17d4  and  1795. 
and  regular  price,  in  the  city  of  Rome.     This  With  regard  to  the  harvest  of  1794,  in  rela- 
preserves  quiet  among  the  numerous  poor,  idle,  tion  to  the  noblest  grain,  wheat,  is  tdlowed  to 
and  naturally  mutinous  people,  of  a  very  great  have  been  somewhat  short,  but  not  exces- 
capital.   But  the  quiet  of  the  town  is  purchased  sively  ;  and   in  quality,  for    the  seven-and- 
by  the  ruin  of  the  country,  and  the  ultimate  twenty  years,  during  which  I  have  been  a  far- 
wretchedness  of  both.     The  next  cause  which  mer,  I  never  remember  wheat  to  have  been  so 
renders  this  evil  incurable,  is,  the  jobs  which  good.     The  world  were,    however,  deceived 
have  grown  out  of  it,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all  in  their  speculations  upcm  it — the  fanner  as 
precautions,  would  grow  out  of  such  things,  well  as    the  dealer.     Accordingly  the  price 
even  under  governments  far  more  potent  than  fluctuated  beyond  any  thing  I  can  remeinber ; 
the  feeble  authority  of  the  Pope.  for,  at  one  time  of  the  year,  I  sold  my  wheat 

This  example  of  Rome,  which  has  been  de-  at  14/.  a  load,   (I   sold  off  all  I  had,  as  I 

rived  from  the  most  ancient  times,  and  the  thought  this  was  a  reasonable  price,  when  at 

most  flourishing  period  of  the  Roman  empire  the  end  of  the  season,  If  I  had  then  had  any  to 

(but  not  of  the  Roman  agriculture)  may  serve  sell,  I  might  have  got  thirty  guineas  for  the 

as  a  great  caution  to  all  governments,  not  to  same  sort  of  grain.     I  sold  all  that  I  had,  as  I 

attempt  to  feed  the  people  out  of  the  hands  of  said,  at  a  comparatively  low  price,  because  I 

the  magistrates.     If  once  they  are  habituated  thought  it  a  good  price,  compaired  with  what  I 

to  it,  though  but  for  one  half-year,  they  will  thought  the  general  produce  of  the  harvest ; 

never  be  satisfied  to  have  it  otherwise.    And  but  when  I  came  to  consider  what  my  own 

having  looked  to  government  for  bread,  on  the  total  was,  I  found  that  the  quantity  bad  not 

very  first  scarcity,  they  will  turn  and  bite  the  answered  my  expectation.    It  must  be  remero- 

nand  that  fed    them.      To    avoid  that  evilf  bered,  that  this  year  of  produce,   (the  year 

government  will  redouble  the  causes  of  it ;  and  1794)  short,  but  excellent,  followed  a  year 

then  it  will  become  inveterate  and  incurable.  which  was  not  extraordinary  in  production, 

I  beseech  the  government  (which  I  take  in  nor  of  a  superior  quality,  and  left  but  Httle  in 

the  largest  sense  of  the  word,  comprehending  store.    At  first  this  was  not  felt,  becaose  the 

the  two  houses  o£  parliament)  seriously  to  harvest  came  in  unusually  eaily— earliM'  than 

tonsider  that  years  of  scarcity  or  plenty,  do  common,  by  a  full  month. 
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Tha  winter,  t  the  end  of  1794,  and  the  be- 
giBBUig  of  1795,  was  more  than  usually  unfa- 
vonrahle  berth  to  com  and  grass,  owing  to  the 
■odden  relaxaticm  of  very  rigorous  frosts,  fol- 
lowed by  rains,  which  were  again  rapidly 
socceeded  by  frosts  of  still  greater  rigour  than 
the  first. 

Much  wheat  was  utteriy  destroyed.     The 
dorer  grass  suffered  in  many  places.     What  I 
never    observed    before,    the    rye-grass,    or 
coarse  bent,  suffered  nK>re  than  the  clover. 
Elven  the  meadow-grass  in  some  places  was 
killed  to  the  very  roots.    In  the  spring,  ap- 
pearances were  better  than  we  expected.     AU 
the  early  sown  grain  recovered  itself,  and  came 
up  with  great  vigour;  but  that,  which  was 
h^  sown,  was  feeble,  and  did  not  promise  to 
resist  any  bli^ts,  in  the  spring,  which,  how- 
ever, with  all  its  unpleasant  vicissitudes  passed 
off  very  well ;  and  nothing  looked  better  than 
^  wheat  at  the  time  <^ blooming: — but  at  that 
most  critical  time  of  all,  a  cold  dry  east  wind, 
attended  with  very  sharp  frosts,  longer  and 
■tronger  than  I  recollect  at  that  time  of  year, 
destroyed  the  flowers,  and  withered  up  in  an 
utooishing  manner,  the  whole  side  of  the  ear 
next  to  the  wind.    At  that  time  I  brought  to 
town  some  of  the  ears,  for  the  purpose  of  shew- 
ing to  my  friends  the  operation  of  those  unna- 
tural frosts,  and  according  to  their  extent  I 
predicted  a  great  scarcity.    But  such  is  the 
pleasure  of  agreeable  prospects,  that  my  opin- 
ioo  was  little  regarded. 

On  threshing,  I  found  things  as  I  expected — 
the  ears  ncA  filled,  Bome  of  the  capsules  quite 
cn^rty,  and  several  others  containing  only 
withered  hungry  grain,  inferiour  to  the  appear- 
>ooe  of  rye.  My  best  ears  and  grain  were 
Bot  fine ;  never  had  I  grain  of  so  low  a  quality 
*^yet  I  sold  <»e  load  for  SI/.  At  the  same 
tine  I  bought  my  seed  wheat  (it  was  excel- 
knt)  at  83/.  Since  then  the  price  has  risen, 
ud  I  have  sdd  about  two  loads  of  the  same 
lort  at  fSl.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  market 
when  I  left  home  last  M(»day.  Little  re- 
inuos  in  my  bam.  I  hope  some  in  the  rick 
■Bay  be  better ;  since  it  was  earlier  sown,  as 
wdl  as  I  can  rec(^ect.  Some  of  my  neigh- 
t^oon  have  better,  some  quite  as  bad,  or  even 
worse.  I  suspect  it  will  be  found,  that  wher- 
^v  the  blighting  wind  and  those  frosts  at 
t^iooining  time  have  prevailed,  the  produce  oi 
I  the  whMt  crop  will  turn  out  very  indifferent. 
1*1x186  parts  whidi  have  escaped,  will,  I  can 
^>tt%  doubt,  have  a  reasonaUe  produce. 

As  to  the  other  grains,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
u  the  wheat  ripeiMd  very  late,  (on  account,  I 
"^MKaive,  of  die  blights)  the  barley  got  the 


start  of  it,  and  was  ripe  first.  The  crop  was 
with  me,  and  wherever  my  inquiry  could  readi, 
excellent ;  in  some  places  for  superiour  to  mine. 

The  clover,  which  came  up  with  the  barley, 
was  the  finest  I  remember  to  have  seen. 

The  turnips  of  this  year  are  generally  good. 

The  clover  sown  last  year,  where  not  totally 
destroyed,  gave  two  good  crops,  or  one  crop 
and  a  plentiful  feed ;  and,  bating  the  loss 
of  the  rye-grass,  I  do  not  remember  a  better 
produce. 

The  meadow-grass  yielded  but  a  middling 
crop,  and  neither  of  the  sown  or  natural  grass 
was  there  in  any  farmer's  possession  any 
remainder  from  the  year  worth  taking  into  ac- 
count.    In  most  places,  there  was  none  at  all. 

Oats  with  me  were  not  in  a  quantity  more 
ccmsiderable  than  in  commonly  good  seasons ; 
but  I  have  never  known  them  heavier,  than 
they  were  in  other  places.  The  oat  was  not 
on!y  an  heavy  but  an  uncommonly  abundant 
crop.  My  ground  under  peas  did  not  exceed 
an  acre,  or  thereabouts,  but  the  crop  was  great 
indeed.  I  believe  it  is  throughout  the  country 
exuberant. 

It  is  however  to  be  remarked,  as  generally 
of  all  the  grains,  so  particularly  of  the  pease, 
that  there  was  not  the  smallest  quantity  in 
reserve. 

The  demand  of  the  year  must  depend  solely 
on  its  own  produce ;  and  the  -price  of  the 
spring-corn  is  not  to  be  expected  to  fall  very 
soon,  or  at  any  time  very  low. 

Uxbridge  is  a  great  corn  market.  As  I 
came  through  that  town,  I  found  that  at  the 
last  market-day,  barley  was  at  forty  shillings 
a  quarter ;  oats  there  were  literally  none ;  and 
the  innkeeper  was  obliged  to  send  for  them  to 
London.  I  forgot  to  ask  about  pease.  Pota- 
toes were  6s.  the  bushel. 

In  the  debate  on  this  subject  in  the  house,  I 
am  told  that  a  leading  member  of  great  ability, 
little  convertant  in  thete  matters,  observed,  that 
the  general  uniform  deamess  of  butcher's  meat, 
butter,  and  cheese,  could  not  be  owing  to  a  de- 
fective produce  of  wheat;  and  on  this  ground 
insinuated  a  suspicion  of  some  unfair  practice 
on  the  subject,  that  called  for  inquiry. 

Unquestionably  the  mere  deficiency  of 
wheat  could  not  cause  the  deamess  of  the  othor 
articles,  which  extends  not  only  to  the  provi- 
sions he  mentioned,  but  to  every  other  without 
exception. 

The  cause  is  indeed  so  very  plain  and  ob- 
vious, that  the  wonder  is  the  other  way.  When 
a  properly  directed  inquiry  is  made,  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  amazed  at  the  price  of  these 
c<Nnmodities  will  find,  that  when  hay  is  at  tiz 


ics  e 
is  &c 
far  iZ3  cea 

wici  tike  di^nrj  wrath  baoa^  Mj 

lo   wMdosL    proceed    W;t  m  dus  Ae    a»-  pcaier  lo  ne  painc  ikan  lo  bk.  bad  o 

pemnr  oft»  ud    tint  morer  of  Anr  dmj  ■■ifc^d.  tkax  the  leadiB^  rice  of  die 

madSj,    ri^jaafliy.  aewtrdj,   iuuiigia«dli  :  ■ubuUij  ( vkkh  he  had  wtei  scodied) 

wfaaterer  iiiiim   wii.    in  »  ■OBcr,  pr»-  good  ifi liiw  A-direcied,  and  a  ntt 

riit  hr  tl9oL    Bat  as  tbnr   dtwiwd  fivai  ne  of  ptvcmnai^  toonnch.     The  baa 

d^  aUte  to  a  pvoriace.  %mm  a  imwimja  to  a  tfaontr  was  aeoi  in  evor  thine,  and  ii 

fmriA,  aad  froa  a  pariih  to  a  privala  hoaae,  place.    AL  therdbre,  that  hanpfiwd  a 

tbej  ^  on  aocdenied  ia  their  61.    Thttj  the  eoone  of  even  domnrtc  affidis,  an 

eammat  do  the  loirer  doty ;  aad  ia  ptopoitBua  hatod  to  the  gtweiaawBt :  aad,  as  h 

as  tbej  try  it,  thej  wil  oertaialT  §ul  m  die  happens  ia  this  kind  of  officiom  ladn 

higher.     Thej  oo^t  to  know  the  diflerent  d»-  tqfeicace,  what  began  ai  odious  power 

paftments  cf  things ;  what  belongs  tofanrs,  and  alwajs,  I  wmj  aaj  widioat  an  exeepi 

what  — aners  alone  can  regohte.    To  theae,  oooleapCible  imbecility.    For  dib  rei 

great  poJitidans  any  giro  a  leaniag,  bat  they  frr  as  I  can  approve  of  any  norehy,  I 

cannot  give  a  law.  wefl  of  the  prcrincial  administrations. 

Om  legidatnre  has  6Ben  into  this  frnh  as  if  the  saperior  power  had  been  sera 

well  as  c^ber  governments;  all  have&llen  into  Tigiknt,  and  rigoroas,  might  hare  I 

it  more  or  leas.     The  oooe  nd^i^  state,  much  nse  politically  in  remoring  gon 

which  was  nearest  to  ns  locally,  nearest  to  os  from  many  inridioas  details.    Bat  m 

in  every  way,  and  whose  rnins  threaten  to  &fl  thing  is  good  or  bad,  as  it  is  related  • 

upon  our  beads,  is  a  strong  instance  of  this  bined,  government  being  rdaxed  aboi 

emmr.    I  can  never  quote  Prance  without  a  was  rdaxed  bdow,  and  the  brains  of  the 

fcreboding  sigh — £££ET  AI'HM  AP !  Sci-  groaring  more  and  mo:e  addled  with  evt 

pio  said  it  to  bis  recording  Gredi  friend  amidst  of  visionary  speculation,  the  shifting! 

the  flames  of  the  great  rival  of  his  country,  scene  in  the  provincial  theatres  becan 

That  state  has  fallen  by  the  hands  of  the  parri-  preparatives  to  a  revdution  in  the  Id 

cides  of  their  country,  called  the  revdutionists,  and  the  popular  actings  there  oidy 

andcoiistktutiondistsofPrance,aspeciesoftrai-  hearsals  of  the  terrible  drama  of  the  n 

tors,  of  whose  fury  and  atrocious  wickedness  Tyranny  and  cruelty  may  make  mei 

nothing  in  the  annals  of  the  phrenzy  and  depra^  wish  the  downfidl  of  abused  powers,  b 

vationofniankindbadbe&refumisfaedanezaiD-  lieve  that  no  govenmient  ever  yet  p 

pie,  and  of  whom  I  can  never  think  or  speak  from  any  other  direct  cause  than  itsosn 

without  a  mixed  sensation  d'disgust,  ofhorrour,  ness.    My  opinion  is  against  an  overK 

and  of  detestation,  not  easy  to  be  expressed,  any  sort  of  administration,  and  more  efl| 

These   nefarious   monsters    destroyed    their  against  this  momentous  of  all  meddling 

country  for  what  was  good  in  it:  fiyr  mudi  part  of  authority  ;  the  meddling  with  d 

good  there  was  in  the  constitution  of  that  noble  ststence  of  the  people, 
monarchy,  which,  in  all  kinds,  fixmed  and 
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ID, 

lardly  flatter  myself  with  the  hope, 
-y  early  in  the  season  I  should  have 
rledge  obligations  to  the  Duke  <^ 
ind  to  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
tie  persons  have  lost  no  time  in  con- 
>n  me,  that  sort  of  honour,  which  it 
ithin  their  competence,  and  which  it 
Y  most  congenial  to  their  nature  and 
lers  to  bestow. 

1  spoken  of,  in  whatever  language 
.,  by  the  zealots  of  the  new  sect  in . 
and  politics,  of  which  these  noble 
link  so  charitably,  and  of  which 
k  BO  justly,  to  me,  is  no  matter  of 
;  or  surprise.  To  have  incurred  the 
)  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  or  the  Duke 
,  to  fall  under  the  censure  of  citizen 
<^bi8  friend  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
»  consider  as  proofs,  not  the  least 
r,  that  I  have  produced  some  part  of 
I  proposed  by  my  endeavours.  I 
red  hard  to  earn,  what  the  noble  lords 
it  enough  to  pay.  Personal  offence  I 
1  dwni  none.  The  part  they  take 
9  M  from  zeal  to  the  cause.  It  is 
la  perfectly  well!  I  have  to  do 
their  justice.  I  have  to  thank  the 
tail  the  Lauderdales  for  having  so 
uid  so  fully  acquitted  towards  me 
irrear  of  debt  was  lefl  undischarged 
esUeys  and  the  Paines. 
lerhaps,  may  think  them  executors 
ivn  wrong :  I  at  least  have  nothing 
1  of.  They  have  gone  beyond  the 
fjustice.  They  haver  been  (a  little 
yond  their  intention)  favourable  to 
y  have  been  the  means  of  bringing 
)ir  invectives,  the  handsome  things 
d  Grenville  has  had  the  goodness 
icension  to  say  in  my  behalf.  Re* 
am  from  the  world,  and  from  its 
i  all  its  pleasures,  I  confess  it  does 
my  noariy  extinguished  feelings,  a 
satisfaction  to  be  so  attacked  and 
ided.    It  is  soothing  to  my  wounded 


mind  to  be  commended  by  an  able,  vigoroue 
and  well  informed  statesman,  and  at  the  very 
moment  when  he  stands  forth  with  a  manli- 
ness and  resolution,  worthy  of  himself  and  oi 
his  cause,  for  the  preservation  of  the  person 
and  government  of  our  sovereign,  and  therein 
for  the  security  of  the  laws,  the  liberties,  the 
morals,  and  the  lives  of  his  people.  To  be  in 
any  fair  way  connected  with  such  things,  is 
indeed  a  distinction.  No  philosophy  can 
make  me  above  it :  no  melancholy  can  depress 
me  so  low,  as  to  make  me  whoDy  insensible  to 
such  an  honour. 

Why  will  they  not  let  me  remain  in  obscu- 
rity and  inaction?  Are  they  apprehensive, 
that  if  an  atom  of  me  remains,  the  sect  has 
something  to  fear?  Must  I  be  annihilated, 
lest,  like  old  John  Zisca's,  my  skin  should  be 
made  into  a  drum,  to  animate  Europe  to  eter- 
nal battle,  against  a  tyranny  that  threatens  to 
overwhelm  all  Europe,  and  all  the  human  race? 

My  lord,  it  is  a  subject  of  awful  meditation. 
Before  this  of  France,  the  annals  of  all  time 
have  not  furnished  an  instance  of  a  complete 
revolution..  That  revolution  seems  to  have 
extended  even  to  the  constitution  of  the  mind 
of  man.  It  has  this  of  wonderful  in  it,  that  it 
resembles  what  lord  Verulam  says  of  the  ope- 
rations of  nature :  It  was  perfect,  not  only  in  its 
elements  and  principles,  but  in  all  its  members 
and  its  organs  from  the  very  beginning.  The 
moral  scheme  of  France  furnishes  the  only 
pattern  ever  known,  which  they  who  admire 
will  instantly  resemble.  It  is  indeed  an  inex- 
haustible repertory  of  one  kind  of  examples. 
In  my  wretched  condition,  though  hardly  to  be 
classed  with  the  living,  I  am  not  safe  from 
them.  They  have  tigers  to  fall  upon  ani- 
mated strength.  They  have  hyenas  to  prey 
upon  carcasses.  The  national  menagerie  is 
collected  by  the  first  physiologists  of  the  time ; 
and  it  is  defective  in  no  description  of  savage 
nature.  They  pursue,  even  such  as  me,  into 
the  obscurest  retreats,  and  haul  them  before 
their  revolutionary  tribunals.  Neither  sex, 
nor  age-Hfior  the  sanctuary  of  tho  tomb,  is 
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■acred  to  them.    They  have  so  determined  a  a  dispute  on  the  rate  at  which  the  authoritjr 
hatred  to  all  privileged  orders  that  they  deny,  appointed  by  our  constitution  to  estimate  sodi 
even  to  the  departed,  the  sad  immunities  of  the  things,  has  been  pleased  to  set  them, 
grave.    They  are  not  wholly  without  an  object.  Loose  libels  ought  to  be  passed  by  in  silenos 
Their  turpitude  purveys  tu  their  malice ;  and  and   contempt.     By   me  they  have  been  m 
they  unplumb  the  dead  for  bullets  to  assassinate  always.     I  knew  that  as  long  as  I  remained  m 
the  living.     If  all  revolutionists  were  not  proof  public,  I  should  live  down  the  calumnies  of 
agamst  all  caution,  I  should  recommend  it  to  malice,  and  the  judgments  of  ignorance.    If  I 
their  consideration,  that  no  persons  were  ever  happened  to  be  now  and  then  in  the  wrong,  is 
known  in  history,  either  sacred  or  profane,  to  who  is  not,  like  all  other  men,  I  must  bear  tha 
vex  the  sepulchre,  and  by  their  sorceries,  to  call  consequence  of  my  faults  and  my  mistakes, 
up  the  prophetic  dead,  with  any  other  event,  The  libels  of  the  present  day,  are  just  of  the 
tlian  the  prediction  of  their  own   disastrous  same  stuff  as  the  libels  of  the  past.     Bot  they 
fate, — "  Leave  me,  oh  leave  me  to  repose  !"  derive  an  importance  from  the  rank  of  the  pep- 
In  one  ;hing  I  can  excuse  the  Duke  of  Bed-  sons  they  come  from,  and  the  gravity  of  ths 
ford  for  his  attack  upon  me  and  my  mortuary  place  where  they  were  uttered.     Insomewiy 
pension.     He  cannot  readily  comprehend  the  or  other  I  ought  to  take  some  notice  of  them.  Tt 
transaction  he  condemns.     What  I  have  ob-  assert  myself  thus  traduced  is  not  vanity  or«^ 
tained  is  the  fruit  of  no  bargain;  the  produc-  rogancc.     It  is  a  demand  of  justice;  it  isi  | 
tion  of  no  intrigue;   the   result  of  no  com-  demonstration  of  gratitude.     If  I  am  imwofdifi  | 
promise;   the  eflfect  of  no  solicitation.     The  the  ministers  are  worse   than   prodigal.    Ol  i 
first  suggestion  of  it  never  came  from  me,  that  hypothesis,   I   perfecdy  agree  with  liie  | 
mediately  or  immediately,   to  his  majesty  or  Duke  of  Bedford.                                               ! 
any  of  his  ministers.     It  was  long  known  that  For  whatever  I  have  been  (I  am  dowm 
the  instant  my  engagements  would  permit  it,  more)  I  put  myself  on  my  r^xintry.    lougbttB 
and  before  the  heaviest  of  all  calamities  had  be  allowed  a  reasonable  freedom,  because  I 
for  ever  condemned  me  to  obscurity  and  sor-  stand  upon  my  deliverance ;  and  no  culprit 
row,  I  had  resolved  on  a  total  retreat.     I  had  ought  to  plead  in  irons.     Even  in  the  utmosl 
executed  that  design.     I  was  entirely  out  of  the  latitude  (^defensive  liberty,  I  wish  to  presenre 
way  of  serving  or  of  hurting  any  statesman,  or  all  possible  decorum.     Whatever  it  may  beia 
any  party,  when  the  ministers  so  generously  the  eyes  of  these  noble  persons  themselves,  to 
and  so  nobly  carried  into  efiect  the  spontaneous  me,  Uieir  situation  calls  for  the  most  prolbuiiil 
bounty  of  the  crown.     Both  descriptions  have  respect.     If  I  should  happen  to  trespass  a  Gttie, 
acted  as  became  them.     When  I  could  no  which  I  trust  I  shall  not,  let  it  always  be  sop- 
longer  serve  them,   the  ministers  have  con-  posed,  that  a  confusion  of  characters  may  pro*  j 
sidered   my    situation.     When    I    could    no  duce  mistake  ;  that  in  the  masquerades  of  the  ! 
longer  hurt  them,. the  revolutionists  have  tram-  grand  carnival  of  our  age,  whimsical  adveiH  i 
pled  on  my  infirmity.    My  gratitude,  I  trust,  is  tures  happen  ;  odd  things  are  said  and  pa8soff<  \ 
equal  to  the  manner  in  which  the  benefit  was  If  I  should  fail  a  single  point  in  the  high  respect  ' 
conferred.     It  came  to  me  indeed,  at  a  time  I  owe.  to  those  illustrious  persons,  I  camot 
of  life,  and  in  a  state  of  mind  and  body,  in  be  supposed  to  moan  the  Duke  of  Bedfenlaod 
which  no  circumstance  of  fortune  could  afford  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  of  the  house  of  peen, 
me  any  real  pleasure.     But  this  was  no  fault  but  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Eai1ofL0>- 
in  thb  royal  donor,  or  in  his  ministers,  who  derdale  of  palace-yard ; — The  Dukes  and  Etrb 
were  pleased,  in  acknowledging  the  merits  of  of  Brentford.     There  they  are  on  the  pate* 
an  invalid  servarft  of  the  public,  to  assuage  the  ment ;  there  they  seem  to  come  nearer  to  B]f 
sorrows  of  a  desolate  old  man.  humble  level ;  and,  virtually  al  least,  tohlW 

It  would  ill  become  me  to  boast  of  any  thing,  waved  their  high  privilege. 

It  would  as  ill  become  me,  thus  called  upon,  to  Making  this  protestation,  I  refuse  all  i«»0' 

depreciate  the  value  of  a  long  life,  spent  with  lutionary  tribunals,  where  men  have  been  pot 

unexampled  toil  in  the  service  of  my  country,  to  death  for  no  other  reason,  than  that  the) 

Since  the  total  body  of  my  services,  on  account  had  obtained    fitvours  from    the   crown.    I 

of  the  industry  which  was  shewn  in  them,  and  claim,  not  the  letter,  but  the  spirit  of  the  on 

the  fairness  of  my  intentions,  have  obtained  English  law,  that  is,  to  be  tried  by  my  peers* 

the  acceptance  of  my  sovereign,  it  would  be  I  decline  his  grace's  jurisdiction  asajtHlgo*  I 

absurd  in  me  to  range  myself  on  the  side  of  challenge  tlie  Duke  of  Bedford  as  a  juror  <o 

the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  corresponding  pass  up(Ni  the  value  of  my  senrices.    Wfait* 

locietyi  or,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  pei:mit  ever  his  natural  porti  may  be,  T  cannot  reeof* 
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)  few  and  idle  yean,  the  competence 
*  my  long  and  laborious  life.  If  I  can 
e  shall  not  be  on  the  inquest  of  my 
meruit.  Poor  rich  roan !  He  can 
>w  any  thing  of  public  industry  in 
jaBf  or  can  estimate  its  compensa- 
1  its  work  is  done.  I  have  no  doubt 
:e*s  readiness  in  all  the  calculations 
irithmetic ;  but  I  shrewdly  suspect, 
little  studied  in  the  theory  of  moral 
a  ;  and  has  never  learned  the  rule  of 
ie  arithmetic  of  policy  and  state, 
ce  thinks  I  have  obtained  too  much. 

that  my  exertions,  whatever  they 
,  were  such  as  no  hopes  of  pecuniary 
>ukl  possibly  excite ;  and  no  pecu- 
pensation  can  possibly  reward  them. 
oQoney  and  sudi  services,  if  donu  by 
.  than  I  am,  there  is  no  common 
3f  comparison :  they  are  quantities 
surabie.  Money  is  made  for  the 
nd  convenience  of  animal  life.  It 
a  reward  ibr  what,  mere  animal  life 
:ed  sustain,  but  never  can  inspire. 
mission  to  his  grace,  I  have  not  had 

sufficient.  As  to  any  noble  use,  [ 
3W  how  to  employ,  as  well  as  he,  a 
iter  fortune  than  he  possesses.  In  a 
ined  application,  I  certainly  stand  in 
ery  kind  of  relief  and  easement  much 
1  be  does.  When  I  say  I  have  not 
xxMre  than  I  deserve,  is  this  the  Ian- 
loki  to  majesty  ?  No !  Far,  very 
it !    Before  that  presence,  I  claim  no 

all.  Every  thing  towards  me  is 
id  bounty.  One  style  to  a  gracious 
r;  another  toa  proud  and  insulting  foe. 
loe  is  pleased  to  aggravate  my  guilt, 
iDg  my  acceptance  of  his  majesty's 
I  defMurture  from  my  ideas,  and  the 
nj  conduct  with  regard  to  ecaoomj, 
ny  ideas  of  economy  were  fidse  and 
i.  But  they  are  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
•s  of  economy  I  have  contradicted, 
ny  own.  If  he  means  to  allude  to 
lib  brought  in  by  me  on  a  message 
throne  in  1782, 1  tell  him  that  there 
I  in  my  conduct  that  can  contradict 
a  letter  or  the  spirit  of  those  acts. 
mean  the  pay-office  act  ?  I  take  it 
id  he  does  not.  The  act  to  which  he 
I,  I  suppose,  the  establishment  act. 
doubt  whether  his  grace  has  ever 
one  or  the  other.  The  first  of  these 
cost  me,  with  every  assistance  which 

situation  gave  me,  pains  incredible, 
n  opinion  common  through  all  the  of^ 
I  general  in  th*  public  at  large,  that  it 

n.— IS 


would  prove  impos8?ble  to  reform  and  method- 
ize the  office  of  pay-master  general.  I  under^ 
took  it,  however ;  and  I  succeeded  in  my 
undertaking.  Whether  the  military  service, 
or  whether  the  general  economy  of  our  finances 
have  profited  by  that  act,  I  leave  to  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  army,  and  with  the 
treasury,  to  judge. 

An  opinion  full  as  general  prevailed  also  at 
the  same  time,  that  nothing  could  be  done  for 
the  regulation  of  the  civil  list  establishment. 
The  very  attempt  to  introduce  method  into  it, 
and  any  limitations  to  its  services,  was  absurd. 
I  had  not  seen  the  man  who  so  much  as  sug- 
gested one  economical  principle,  or  an  economi- 
cal expedient,  upon  that  subject.  Nothing  but 
coarse  amputation,  or  coarser  taxation,  were 
then  talked  of,  both  of  them  without  design, 
combinatimi,  or  the  least  shadow  of  principle. 
Blinding  and  headlong  zeal,  or  fiictious  fury, 
were  the  whole  contribution  brought  by  the 
most  noisy  on  that  occasion,  towards  the  satis- 
£iction  of  the  public,  or  the  relief  c^  the  crown. 
Let  me  tell  my  youthful  censor,  that  the  ne- 
cessities of  that  time  required  something  very 
different  fi^m  what  others  then  suggested,  or 
what  his  grace  now  conceives.  Let  me  inform 
him,  that  it  was  one  (^the  most  critical  periods 
in  our  annals. 

Astronomers  have  supposed  that  if  a  certain 
comet,  whose  path  intersected  the  ecliptick, 
had  met  the  earth,  in  some  (I  forget  what) 
sign,  it  wouki  have  whirled  us  along  with  it, 
in  its  eccentric  course,  into  God  knows  what 
regions  of  heat  and  cold.  Had  the  portentous 
comet  of  the  rights  of  man,  (which  "from  its 
horrid  hair  shakes  pestilence,  and  war,"  and, 
"  with  fear  of  change  perplexes  monarchs,") 
had  tliat  comet  crossed  upon  us  in  that  inter- 
nal state  of  England,  nothing  human  could 
have  prevented  our  being  irresistibly  hur- 
ried, out  of  the  highway  of  heaven,  into  all  the 
▼ices,  crimes,  horrours  and  miseries  of  the 
Frendi  revolution. 

Happily,  France  was  not  then  jarobinised. 
Her  hostility  was  at  a  good  distance.     We 
had  a  limb  cut  off  but  we  preserved  the  body : 
We  lost  our  colonies ;  but  wc  kept  our  consti- 
tution.    There  was,   indeed,  much   intestine 
heat;    there    was    a    dreadful    fermentation. 
Wild  and   savage    insurrection    quitted   the 
woods,  and  prowled  about  our  streets  in  the 
name  of  reform.     Such  was  the  dis'eniper  of 
the  public  mind,  and  there  was  no  madman,  in 
his  maddest  ideas,  and  maddest  projects,  who 
might  not  count  upon  numbers  to  support  his 
principles  and  execute  his  designs. 
Many  of  the  changes,  by  a  groat  miinoiner 
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called  pariiamentary  refimns,  wmt,  not  in  the     upon  mankind.    To  pnaerve  die  ooDstitutioa 
intention  of  all  the  professors  and  supporters     entire,  and  practically  eqoal  to  all  die  graaC 
of  them,  undoubtedly,  but  went  in  their  certain,     ends  of  its  fimnation,  not  in  one  sm^  part, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  not  very  remote  effect,     but  in  all  its  parts,  was  to  them  die  first  o^eet 
home  to  the  utter  destruction  d*  the  constitution     Popularity  and  power  they  regarded  aiike. 
of  this  kingdom.     Had  they  taken  place,  not     These  were  with  them  oidy  different  meuHoT   >, 
France,  but  England,   would  have  had  the     obtaining  that  ofagect ;  and  had  no  prefaeaca    ^ 
honour  of  leading  up  the  death-dance  of  demo-     over  each  other  in  their  minds,  but  as  one  or    ^ 
cratic    revolution.     Other    projects,    exactly     the  other  mi^t  afford  a  surer  or  a  less  oerttia    j^ 
co-incident  in  time  with  those,  struck  at  the     prospect  of  arriving  at  that  end.    It  is  sobb    ^ . 
very  existence  of  the  kingdom  under  any  con-     consolation  to  me  in  the  cheerless  ^oom,  whidi    ^ 
stitution.     There  are  who  remember  the  blind     darkens  the  evening  of  ray  lile,  that  wilb    i 
fiiryofsome,  and  the  lamentable  helplessness     them  I  commenced  my  political  career,  and    ; 
of  others ;  here,  a  torpid  confusion,  from  a    never  for  a  moment,  in  realiQr,  nor  in  appear    .^ 
panic  fear  of  the  danger  ;  there,  the  same  inac-     ance,  for  any  length  of  time,  was  sepaiatediMi 
tion  from  a  stupid  insensibility  to  it ;  here,     their  good  wishes  and  good  (pinion.  '^ 

well-wishers  to  the  mischief;  there,  indifferent        By  what  accident  it  meters  not,  nor  vfm    ^ 
lookers-on.    At  the  same  time,  a  sort  of  na-     what  desert,  but  just  then,  and  in  the  midst  of    ^ 
tional  convention,  dubious  in  its  nature,  and     that  hunt  of  oUoquy,  which  ever  has  poriMd    L 
perilous  in  its  example,  nosed  parliament  in     me  with  a  full  cry  through  life,  I  had  oMaine^    j 
the  very  seat  of  its  authority  ;  sat  with  a  sort     a  very  considerable  degree  <^  public  confidence.      . 
of  superintendence  over  it ;  and  little  less  than     I  know  well  enough  how  equivocal  a  test  tiiii     ^ 
dictated  to  it,  not  only  laws,  but  the  very  form     kind  of  popular  opinion  forms  of  the  merit  tint      *■ 
and  essence  of  legislature  itself.    In  Ireland     obtained  it.    I  am  no  stranger  to  the  iaw- 
diings  ran  in  a  still  more  eccentric  course,     curity  of  its  t^iure.    I  do  not  boast  of  it  It 
Government  was  unnerved,  confounded,  and     is  mentioned,  to  shew,  not  bow  highly  I  paw 
in  a  manner  suspended.    Its  equipoise  was     the  thing,  but  my  rig^  to  value  the  use  I 
totally  gone.    I  do  not  mean  to  speak  disre-     made  of  it.    I  endeavoured  to  torn  that  short* 
specffully  of  Lord  North.    He  was  a  man  of     lived  advantage  to  myself  into  a  pennaaeit 
admirable  parts ;  of  general  knowledge ;  of  a     benefit  to  my  country.    Far  am  I  fixNB  de- 
versatile  understanding  fitted  for  every  sort  of     tracting  from  the  merit  of  some  gentkaesi      j 
business  ,*  of  infinite  wit  and  {Peasantry  ;  of  a     out  of  ofllce  or  in  it,  on  that  occasion.    No!^      ■ 
delightfiil  temper ;  and  with  a  mind  most  per-     It  is  not  my  way  to  refiise  a  fiiU  and  heaped 
foctly  disinterested.    But  it  would  be  only  to     measure  of  justice  to  the  aids  that  I  receive, 
degrade  myself  by  a  weak  adulation,  and  not  to     I  have,  throwigh  life,  been  willing  to  give  ereiy 
honour  the  memory  of  a  great  man,  to  deny     thing  to  others ;  and  to  reserve  nodiaig  let 
that  he  wanted  something  of  the  vigilance  and     myself,  but  the  inward  conacieDoe,  diat  I  had 
spirit  of  command,  that  the  time  required.    In-     omitted  no  pains,  to  disoover,  to  animate,  to 
deed,  a  darkness,  next  to  the  fog  of  this  awful     discipline,  to  direct  the  abilities  of  die  oounuy 
day,  loured  over  the  whole  region.     For  a     for  its  service,  and  to  plaoo  them  in  the  best 
litUe  time  the  helm  appeared  abandcmed—  li^t  to  improve  dieir  age,  or  to  adom  it. 

This  conscience  I  have.  I  have  never  sup* 
Ipse  diem  noctemqne  negat  discernere  coelo  pressed  any  man ;  never  checked  him  for  a 
Nee  meminisse  viae  media  Palinurus  in  unda.       moment  in  his  course,  by  any  jealousy,  or  by 

any  pdicy.  I  was  adways  ready,  to  tbe 
At  that  time  I  was  connected  with  men  of  height  <£  my  means,  (and  Uiey  were  alwaji 
high  place  in  the  community.  They  bved  infinitely  bek>w  my  desires)  to  forward  thoee 
liberty  as  much  as  the  Duke  of  Bedford  can  abilities  which  overpowered  my  own.  He  ii 
do ;  and  they  understood  it  at  least  as  well,  an  ill-furnished  undertaker,  who  has  no  na- 
Perhaps  their  politics,  as  usual  took  a  tincture  chinery  but  his  own  hands  to  work  witb. 
firom  their  character,  and  they  cultivated  what  Poor  in  my  own  faculties,  I  ever  thought  my* 
they  loved.  The  liberty  they  pursued  was  a  self  rich  in  theirs.  In  that  period  of  difficoky 
liberty  inseparable  from  order,  from  virtue,  and  danger,  more  especially,  I  consulted,  and 
from  morals,  and  from  religion,  and  was  nei-  sincerely  co-operated  with  men  of  all  parties, 
dier  hypocritically  nor  fiinatically  followed,  who  seemed  disposed  to  the  same  ends,  or  toaay 
They  did  not  wii^,  that  liberty,  in  itself,  one  main  part  of  than.  Nothing,  to  prevent  dif* 
of  the  first  of  blessings,  shouki  in  its  perversion  order,  was  omitted :  when  it  appeared,  nodiiog 
beeome  die  greateat  caiaa  which  oottU  iall    to  MUidua  it  waa  M.  tueoamidtod,  nor  unen- 
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ented,  as  &r  as  I  could  prevaO.    At  the  time  would  know  they  had  fiiilcd  in  the  accompliih- 

I  ipeak  of,  and  having  a  momentary  lead,  so  roent  of  their  wishes,  but  who,  like  the  rest  of 

lided  and  so  encouraged,  and  as  a  feeble  in-  mankind  in  all  ages,  woukl  impute  the  blame 

Mrament  in  a  mighty  hand — ^I  do  not  say,  I  to  any  thing  rather  than  to  their  own  proceed- 

kave  sared  my  country ;  I  am  sure  I  did  my  ings.    But  there  were  then  persons  in  the 

eontry  important  senrice.    Thef e  were  few,  workl,  who  nourished  complaint ;  and  wouU 

indeed,  that  did  not  at  that  time  acknowledge  have  been  thoroughly  disappointed  if  the  peo- 

it,  and  that  time  was  thirteen  years  ago.    It  pie  were  ever  satisfied.    I  was  not  of  that  hu- 

wis  but  one  voice,  that  no  man  in  the  king-  mour.    I  wished  that  they  should  be  satisfied. 

dom  better  deserved  an  honourable  provision  It  was  my  aim  to  give  to  the  people  the  sub- 

•iKMikl  be  made  for  him.  stance  of  what  I  knew  they  desired,  and  what 

So  much  for  my  general  conduct  through  the  I  thought  was  right,  whether  they  desired  it  or 

yiihdo  of  the  portentous  crisis  from  1780  to  not,  before  it  had  been  modified  for  them  into 

178S,  and  the  general  sense  then  entertained  senseless  petitions.    I  knew  that  there  is  a 

ofthat  conduct  by  my  country.    But  my  cha-  manifest  marked  distinction,  which  ill  men, 

laeter,  as  a  refonner,  in  the  particular  instan-  with  ill  designs,  or  weak  men  incapable  of  any 

ces  which  the  Duke  of  Bedford  refers  to,  is  design,  will  constantly  be  confounding,  that  is, 

tQ  connected  in  principle  with  my  opinions  a  marked  distincticm  between  change  and  re- 

CB  Uw  hideous  dianges,  which  have  since  bar-  formation.     The  former  alters  the  substance 

btriaed  France,  and  spreading  thence,  threat-  of  the  objects  themselves ;  and  gets  rid  of  all 

CB  the  political  and  moral  order  of  the  whole  their  essential  good,  as  well  as  of  all  the  aoci* 

worid,  that  it  seems  to  demand  something  of  a  dental  evil  annexed    to    them.     Change   is 

detailed  discussion.  novelty ;  and  whether  it  is  to  operate  any  one 

My  economical  reforms  were  not,  as  his  of  the  effects  of  reformation  at  all,  or  whether 

nay  think,  the  suppression  of  a  paltry  it  may  not  contradict  the  very  principle  upon 

pension  oremployroent,  more  <Mr  less.    Econo-  which  reformation  is  desired,  cannot  be  cer- 

ny  in  my  plans  was,  as  it  ought  to  be,  secon-  tainly  known  before  hand.    Reform  is,  not  a 

dvy,  subordinate,  instrumental.    I  acted  on  diange  in  the  substance,  or  in  the  primary 

itite  principles.    I  found  a  great  distemper  in  modificaticm  of  the  object,  but  in  a  direct  ap- 

dw  eommonwealth ;  and,  according  to  the  na-  plication  of  a  remedy  to  the  grievance  com- 

tm  of  the  evil  and  of  the  object,  I  treated  it.  plained  of.    So  far  as  that  is  removed,  all  is 

The  malady  was  deep ;  it  was  complicated,  sure.    It  stops  there ;  and  if  it  fails,  \he  sul>* 

B  the  causes  and  in  the  symptoms.    Through-  stance  which  underwent  the  operation,  at  the 

eat  it  was  fiill  of  contrar-indicants.    On  one  very  worst,  is  but  where  it  was. 

had  govornment,  daily  growing  more  invidi-        All  diis,  in  effect,  I  think,  but  am  not  sure, 

one  fimn  an  apparent  increase  ci  the  means  of  I  have  said  elsewhere.    It  cannot  at  this  time 

itNngdi,  was  every  day  growing  more  con-  be  too  often  repeated ;  line  upon  line ;  precept 

tBn^)tible  by  reed  weakness.    Nor  was  this  upon  precept ;  until  it  comes  into  the  currency 

mihition  oon&ied  to  government  commonly  of  a  proverb,  to  innovate  i$  not  to  reform.    The 

neaHed.    It  extended  to  parliament;  which  French  revolutionists    complained  of  every 

iras  losing  not  a  little  in  its  dignity  and  esti-  thing ;  they  refiised  to  reform  any  thing ;  and 

■etion,  by  an  opinion  of  its  not  acting  on  wor-  they  left  nothing,  no,  nothing  at  all  uncfumged, 

ftjr  motives.    On  the  other  hand,  the  desires  The  consequences  are  before  us, — not  in  r»- 

flfthe  people,  (partly  natural  and  partly  infused  mote  history  *,  not  in  future  prognostication : 

iMo  thuBm  by  art)  appeared  in  so  wild  and  in-  they  are  about  us;  they  are  upon  us.     They 

eoBsiderate  a  manner,  with  regard  to  the  eco-  shake  the  public  security ;  they  menace  private 

Booucal  object  (for  I  set  aside  for  a  moment  enjo3rment.    They  dwarf  the  growth  of  the 

fte  dreadfol  tampering  with  the  body  of  the  young ;  they  break  the  quiet  of  the  old.    If 

eoBstitntion  itself)  that  if  their  petitions  had  we  travel,  they  stop  our  way.     They  infest  us 

been  litnraUy  complied  with,  the  state  would  in  town ;  they  pursue  us  to  the  country.    Our 

btve  been  convulsed  ;  and  a  gate  woukl  have  business  is  interrupted  ;  our  repose  is  trou- 

been  opened,  through  which  ^  property  might  bled  ;  our  pleasures  are  saddened  ;  our  very 

be  sacked  and  ravaged.    Nothing  couki  have  studies  are  poisoned  and  perverted,  and  know- 

SKfted  the  public  from  the  mischiefs  <^  the  false  ledge  is  rendered  worse  than  ignorance,  by  the 

nfom  but  its  absurdity ;  which  would  soon  enormous  evils  of  this  dreadful  innovation. 

hsfo  brought  itself^  and  with  it  all  real  reform.  The  revolution  harpies  of  France,  sprung  firom 

lato  discredit.    This  would  have  lefl  a  rank-  night  and  hell,  or  firom  that  chaotic  anarchy, 

wound  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  who  which  generates  equivocally  "  all  moostroitt, 
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mil  prodigious  things,"  cuckoo4ike,  adulter- 
ously  lay  their  egg,  and  brood  over,  and  hatch 
them  in  the  nest  of  every  neighbouring  state. 
These  obscene  harpies,  who  deck  themselves, 
in  I  know  not  what  divine  attributes,  but  who 
in  reality  are  ibul  and  ravenous  birds  of  prey 
(both  mothers  and  daughters)  flutter  over  our 
beads,  and  souse  down  upon  our  tables,  and 
leave  nothins^  unrent,  unrifled,  unravaged, 
or  unpolluted  with  the  slime  c€  their  filthy 
oflFal.* 

If  his  grace  can  contemplate  the  result  of  this 
complete  innovati<»,  or,  as  some  friends  of  his 
will  call  it,  reformj  in  the  whole  body  of  its 
solidity  and  compound  mass,  at  which,  as 
Hamlet  says,  the  face  of  heaven  glows  with 
horrour  and  indignati<»,  and  which,  in  truth, 
makes  every  reflecting  mind,  and  every  feeling 
heart,  perfectly  thought-sick,  without  a  tho- 
rough abhorrence  of  every  thing  they  say,  and 
every  thing  they  do,  I  am  amazed  at  the  mor- 
bid strength,  or  the  natural  infirmity  of  his 
mind. 

It  was  then  not  my  love,  but  my  hatred  to 
innovation,  that  produced  my  plan  of  reform. 
Without  troubling  myself  with  the  exactness 
of  the  logical  diagram,  I  consider  them  as 
things  substantially  opposite.  It  was  to  pre- 
vent that  evil,  that  I  proposed  the  measures, 
which  his  grace  is  pleased,  and  I  am  not  sorry 
he  is  pleased  to  recall  to  my  recollection.  I 
had  (what  I  hope  that  noble  duke  will  remem- 
ber in  ail  his  operations)  a  state  to  preserve, 
as  well  as  a  state  to  reform.  I  had  a  people 
to  gratify,  but  not  to  inflame,  or  to  mislead. 
I  do  not  claim  half  the  credit  for  what  I  did,  as 
for  what  I  prevented  from  being  done.  In  that 
situation  <^  the  public  mind,  I  did  not  under- 
take, as  was  then  proposed,  to  new  model  the 
house  of  commons  or  the  house  of  lords ;  or  to 
change  the  authority  under  which  any  officer 
of  the  crown  acted,  who  was  suflfered  at  all  to 

*  Tristius  baud  illis  monstrum,  nee  ssvior 

UllR 

Pestle,  et  ira  Deum  Stygiis  sese  extulit  undis 
Virginei  volucrum  vultus;  ftedissima  ventris 
Proluvies ;  uncasque  manus  ;  et  pallida  sem- 
per 
Ora  fame— — — 

Here  the  Poet  breaks  the  line,  because  he  (and 
that  He  is  Virgil)  had  not  verse  or  language  to 
describe  that  monster  even  as  he  htu}  conceived 
her.  Had  he  lived  at  our  time,  he  would  have 
been  more  overpowered  with  the  reality  than  he 
was  with  the  imagination.  \  irgil  only  knew  the 
horrour  of  the  times  before  him.  Had  he  lived 
to  see  the  revoluiionists  and  constitutionalists  of 
France,  he  would  have  had  more  horrid  and 
disgusting  features  of  his  harpies  to  describe, 
and  more  flrequent  failures  in  the  attempt  lo 
dMeribathsm 
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exist.    Crown,  lords,  commons,  judidsl  sys- 
tem, system  of  administration,  existed  as  they 
had  existed  beSon ;  and  in  the  mode  and  mu- 
ner  in  which  they  had  always  existed.    My 
measures  were,  what  I  then  truly  stated  tbes) 
to  the  house  to  be,  in  their  intent,  heaJing  asd 
mediatorial.    A  complaint  was  made  of  too 
much  influence  in  the  house  of  coaunom;  J 
reduced  it  in  both  houses ;  and  I  gave  my  res* 
sons  article  by  article  for  every  reduction,  and 
shewed  why  I  thought  it  safe  for  the  service 
of  the  state.    I  heaved  the  lead  every  inch  of 
way  I  made,    A  disposition  to  expense  vm 
complained  of;  to  that  I  of^MMed,  not  men  re- 
trenchment, but  a  system  of  economy,  whick 
would  make  a  random  expense  without  pba  « 
foresight,  in  future  not  easily  practicaUs.  I 
proceeded  upon  princifdes  of  researdi  Is  pot 
me  in  possession  of  my  matter ;  on  prineifki 
of  method  to  regulate  it ;  and  on  principlM  in 
the  human  mind  and  in  civil  affiiirs  toaacve 
and  perpetuate  the  operation.    I  oonoeived 
nothing  arbitrarily  ;  nor  proposed  any  thing  to 
be  done  by  the  will  and  pleasure  of  othen^  or 
my  own ;  but  by  reason,  and  by  reason  silf* 
I  have  ever  abh<Mrred,  since  the  first  daim  of 
my  understanding  to  this  its  oba^ire  twili^  ^ 
all  the  operations  of  opinion,  fimcy,  indinstiMi  ^ 
and  will,  in  the  aflfairs  of  government,  ythtn  ^ ' 
only  a  sovereign  reason,  paramount  to  all  fenil  ^ 
of  legislation  and  administration,  sbouU  die-  ^ 
tate.    Government  is  made  for  the  very  pO"  ^ 
pose  of  opposing  that  reason  to  will  and  to    - 
caprice,  in  the  reformers  or  in  the  n^brmed,  in  ^ 
the  governors  <m*  in  the  governed,  in  kingB,  il 
senates,  or  in  people. 

On  a  careful  review,  therefore,  and  anal/iii 
of  all  the  component  parts  of  the  civil  list,  tfi 
on  weighing  them  against  each  other,  in  adf^ 
to  make,  as  mudi  as  possible,  all  oif  thott  ^ 
subject  df  estimate  (the  foundation  and 
stone  of  all  regular  provident  eoooonny)  it 
peared  to  me  evident,  that  this  was 
cable,  whilst  that  part,  called  the  pension 
was  totally  discretionary  in  its  amount, 
this  reason,  and  for  this  only,  I  proponeA  -ft 
reduce  it,  both  in  its  gross  quanti^,  and  ilk  M 
larger  individual  |nroportions,  to  a  c"*^  ~ 
lest,  if  it  wore  Idl  without  a  g^mrtl 
might  eat  up  the  civil  list  service ;  tf 
to  be  granted  in  portions  too  great  kt 
it  might  defeat  its  own  end ;  and  by 
allowances  to  some,  it  might  disabla' 
in  means  of  providing  for  others* 
sion  list  was  to  be  kept  as  a  saon 
it  could  not  be  kept  as  a  cooalaiU 
suflicient  finr  growing  demands, 
mands  wouU  wholly  devour  it 
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in  shew  that  it  regarded  the  ciril 
le  reduction  of  which  to  loine  lort 
was  my  great  object. 
of  the  crown  funds  did  I  meddle 
se  they  had  not  the  same  relations, 
four  and  a  half  per  cents,  does  his 
ne  had  escaped  me,  or  had  escaped 
of  business,  who  acted  with  me  in 
itioDa  ?  I  knew  that  such  a  fund 
1  that  pensions  had  been  always 
t,  before  his  grace  was  bom.  This 
lU  in  my  eye.  It  was  full  in  the 
se  who  worked  with  roe.  It  was 
iciple.  On  principle  I  did  what 
looe ;  and  on  principle  what  was 
was  omitted  .-<-I  did  not  dare  to 

00  of  all  funds  to  reward  merit.  If 
lis  point  too  close,  I  acted  contrary 
wed  principles  on  which  I  went. 

are  very  fond  of  quoting  me ;  but 
thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  know 
at  guided  me  in  my  plan  of  reform, 

my  printed  speech  on  that  subject ; 
lat  is  continued  fi-om  page  230  to 
n  the  second  volume  of  the  collec- 

a  firiend  has  given  himself  the 
nake  of  my  publications.  Be  this 
these  two  bills  (though  achieved 
ealest  labour,  and  management  of 
both  within  and  without  the  house) 
i  part,  and  but  a  small  part,  of  a 
system,  comprehending  all  the  ob- 
ted  in  opening  my  proposition,  and 
ly  more,  which  I  just  hinted  at  in 

to  the  Sectors  of  Bristd,  when  I 
t  of  that  representation .  All  these, 
ite  or  other  of  forwardness,  I  have 
'me. 

jostify  his  majesty's  grace  on  these 

1  thuidc  th^n  the  least  of  my  ser- 
la  time  gave  them  an  occasional 
It  I  have  done  in  the  way  gf-poli- 
Nsy  was  far  from  cot^fit^  to  this 
sMures.  I  did  noUgdme  into  par- 
eon  my  lesson^^Thad  earned  my 
i6re  I  set  mploot  in  St  Stephen's 

'"•*  P''«Plred  and  disciplined  to 
al  mxSum  The  first  session  I  sat 
**»  I/Hmd  it  necessary  to  analyze 
*yyercial,  financial,  constitutional 
■forests  of  Great  Britain  and  its 
r  great  deal  was  then  done ;  and 
lore  would  have  been  done,  if  more 
ermitted  by  events.  Then  in  the 
iy  manhood,  my  constitution  sunk 
labour.     Had  I  then  died,  (and  I 

myself  very  near  death)  I  had 
d  for  those  who  belonged  to  roe, 


more  than  the  Duke  of  B«dlbrd'a  ideas  of 
service  are  of  power  to  estimate.  But  in 
truth,  these  services  I  am  called  to  account 
for,  are  not  those  on  which  I  value  myself  the 
roost.  If  I  were  to  call  for  a  rew&id  (which 
I  have  never  done)  it  should  be  for  tlMse  in 
which  for  fourteen  years,  without  intermission, 
I  i^ewed  the  most  indusiry,  and  had  the  least 
success ;  I  mean  in  the  affairs  of  India.  They 
are  those  on  which  I  value  mys^  the  moat ; 
most  for  the  importance ;  most  for  the  labour ; 
roost  for  the  judgment ;  roost  fw  constancy  and 
perseverance  in  the  pursuit.  Others  may 
value  them  most  for  the  tntention.  In  that, 
surely,  they  are  not  mistaken. 

Does  his  grace  think  that  they  who  advised 
the  crown  to  make  my  retreat  easy,  consider- 
ed me  only  as  an  economist?  That,  well 
understood,  however,  is  a  good  deal.  If  I  had 
not  deemed  it  of  some  value,  I  sboukl  not  have 
made  political  ecfNooroy  an  object  of  my  hum- 
ble studies,  from  my  very  early  youth  to  near 
the  end  of  my  service  in  parliament,  even  be- 
fore (at  least  to  any  knowledge  of  mine)  it  had 
employed  the  thoughts  of  speculative  men  in 
other  parts  oi  Europe.  At  that  time  it  was 
still  in  its  in&ncy  in  England,  where,  in  the 
last  century,  it  haid  its  origin.  Great  and  learn- 
ed men  thou^t  my  studies  were  not  wh<^y 
thrown  away,  and  deigned  to  communicate 
with  me  now  and  then  on  some  particulars  ci 
their  immortal  works.  Something  of  tbesa 
studies  may  appear  incidentally  in  scone  of  the 
earliest  things  I  puUished.  TL-e  house  has 
been  witness  to  their  effect,  and  has  profited 
of  them  more  or  less,  for  above  eight  and 
twenty  years. 

To  their  estimate  I  leave  the  matter.  I 
was  not,  like  his  grace  of  Bedford,  swaddled, 
and  rocked,  and  dandled  into  a  l^pslator ;  *  *  iVi- 
tor  in  advertum"  is  the  motto  tor  a  man  like 
me.  I  possessed  not  one  of  the  qualities,  nor 
cultivated  one  of  the  artt,  that  recommend  men 
to  the  favour  and  protection  of  the  great.  I 
was  not  made  for  a  minion  or  a  tooL  As 
litdedid  I  follow  the  trade  of  winning  the  hearts, 
by  imposing  oa  the  understandings,  of  the  peo- 
ple. At  every  step  of  my  progress  in  lifo  (for 
in  every  step  was  I  traversed  and  opposed,) 
and  at  every  turnpike  I  met,  I  was  obliged  to 
shew  my  passport,  and  again  and  again  to 
prove  my  sole  tide  to  the  honour  of  being  use- 
fiil  to  my  country,  by  a  proof  that  I  was  not 
wholly  unacquainted  with  its  laws,  and  the 
whole  system  of  its  imerest  both  abroad  and  at 
home.  Otherwise  no  rank,  no  toleration  eviii, 
for  roe.  I  had  no  arts,  but  manly  arts.  On 
them  I  have  stood,  and,  plaaaa  God,  in  qdte 
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of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Earl  of  Lauder- 
dale, to  the  last  gasp  I  will  stand. 

Ilad  his  grace  coodescended  to  inquire  con- 
ceming  the  penKm,  whom  he  has  not  thou^  it 
bdow  him  to  reproach,  he  might  have  found, 
that  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  I  hare 
nerer,  on  any  pretence  of  economy,  or  cm  any 
other  pretence,  so  much  as  in  a  sin|^  instance, 
stood  between  any  man  and  his  reward  of  ser- 
vice, or  his  encouragement  in  useful  talent  and 
pursuit,  from  the  highest  of  those  services  and 
pursuits  to  the  lowest.    On  the  contrary  I  have, 
00  a  hundred  occasi<Hi8,  exerted  myself  with  sin- 
gular zeal  to  forward  every  man's  even  tolerable 
pretensions.    I  have  more  than  once  had  good- 
natured  reprehensions,  fitxn    my  friends  for 
carrying  the  matter  to  something  bordering  on 
abuse.     This  line  of  ccmduct,  whatever  its 
merits  might  be,  was  partly  owing  to  natural 
dispo8iti<» ;  but  I  think  full  as  mudi  to  reason 
and  principle.    I  looked  oa  the  consideration 
of  public  service,  or  public  ornament,  to  be 
real  and  very  justice:  and  I  ever  held  a  scanty 
and  penurious  justice  to  partake  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  wrong.     I  held  it  to  be,  in  its  con- 
sequences, the  worst  econcxny  in   the  world. 
In  saving  money,  I  soon  can  count  up  all  the 
good  I  do ;  but  when  by  a  cold  penury,  I  Uast 
the  abilities  of  a  nation,  and  stunt  the  growth 
of  its  active  energies,  the  ill  I  may  do  is  beyond 
an  calculation.    Whether  it  be  too  much  or  too 
little,  whatever  I  have  done  has  been  general 
and  systematic.    I  have  never  entered  into 
those  trifling  vexations  and  oppressive  details, 
that  have  been  falsely  and  most  ridiculously 
laid  to  my  charge. 

Did  I  blame  the  pensions  given  to  Mr. 
Barr6  and  Mr.  Dunning  between  the  proposi- 
tion and  execution  of  my  plan  ?  No !  surely 
no !  Those  pensions  were  within  my  princi- 
ples. I  assert  it,  those  gendemen  deserved 
their  pensions,  their  titles---all  they  had ;  and 
more  had  they  had,  I  should  have  been  but 
pleased  the  more.  They  were  men  of  talents ; 
they  were  men  of  service.  I  put  the  profession 
of  the  law  out  of  the  question  in  one  of  them. 
It  is  a  service  that  rewards  itself.  But  their 
jmblie  servtcs,  thou^,  from  their  abilities  un- 
questionably of  more  value  than  mine,  in  its 
quantity  and  in  its  duration  was  not  to  be  raei^ 
tioned  with  it.  But  I  never  could  drive  a 
hard  bargain  in  my  life,  concerning  any  matter 
vidiatever ;  and  least  of  all  do  I  Imow  how  to 
haggle  and  huckster  with  merit.  Pension  for 
myself  I  obtained  mme ;  nor  did  I  sdicit  any. 
Yet  I  was  loaded  with  hatred  for  every  thing 
that  was  withheld,  and  with  obloquy  for  every 
diat  was  givMi.    I  was  thus  left  to  sup- 


port the  gniits  of  a  name  ever  dear  to  me,  and 
evOT  venoraUe  to  the  world,  in  &Toar  of  those 
who  were  no  friends  of  mine  or  of  his,  against 
the  rude  attadu  of  those  who  were  at  thattiiBS 
friends  to  the  grantees,  and  their  own  zealous 
partisans.     I  have  never  beard   the   Eari 
of  Lauderdale  ccxnplain  of  these  pensions.   He 
finds  nodiing  wnmg  till  he  comes  to  me.   Thii 
is  impartiality,  in  the  true  modern  revohitiomiy 
style. 

Whatever  I  did  at  that  time,  sofiir  as  it  r»* 
garded  order  and  economy,  is  stable  and  eter- 
nal ;  as  all  princii^es  mist  be.  A  partioilar 
order  of  thmgs  may  he  altered ;  order  itNif 
cannot  lose  its  value.  As  to  other  particolan, 
they  are  variable  by  time  and  by  circun^ 
stances.  Laws  of  regulation  are  not  fimdif 
mental  laws.  The  public  exigencies  are  tba 
masters  of  all  such  laws.  They  rule  the  lawt, 
and  are  not  to  be  ruled  by  them.  They  yA» 
exercise  the  legidative  power  at  the  time  wut 
judge. 

It  may  be  new  to  his  grace,  but  I  beg  letre 
to  tell  him,  that  mere  parsimony  is  not  ecoo- 
omy.    It  is  separate  in  theory  fimn  it ;  and 
in  feet  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  be  a  part  of 
economy,  according  to  circumstances.    Ex- 
pense, and  great  expense,  may  be  an  essentiil 
part  in  true  econonqr*    If  parsimony  were  to 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  kinds  of  that  virtue, 
there  is  however  another  and  an  higher  eooi»> 
omy.    Economy  is  a  distributive  virtue,  and 
consists  not  in  saving,  but  in  selecdoo.    Par- 
simony requires  no  providence,  no  sagacity, 
no  powers  of  combination,  no  comparistm,  no 
judgment.    Mere  instinct,  and  that  not  an  ioh 
stinct  of  the  noblest  kind,  may  produce  this  fidis 
economy  in  perfection.     The  other  economy 
has  larger  views.  It  demands  a  discriminating 
judgment,  and  a  firm  sagacious  mind.    It 
shuts  one  door  to  impudent  importunity,  ooljr 
to  opeoanother,  and  a  wider,  to  unpresumiqg 
merit,    ifoone  but  meritorious  service  or  real 
talents  wer^l|be  rewarded,  this  nation  btf 

not  wanted,  and^^fe  »**><»  ^^  »<**  ^^^  ^ 
means  of  reward ing^||Uhe  service  it  ever  wiB 

receive,  and  encoura^h  ■^  ^  ™®"^  **  *.** 
will  produce.     No  stat^lfe."''  }^  ^oaodaixn 
of  society,  has  been   irnJUj**'*'  ^  *\/ 
species  of  profusion.     HadaL*?"?^*''^ ,? 
selection  and  proporticxi  beena^**"* 
served,  we  should  not  now  have 
grown  Duke  of  Bedford,  to  oppress  „ 
of  humble  men,  and  to  limit  by  the  staSH 
his  own  conceptions,  the  justice,  the 
or,  if  he  pleases,  the  charity  of  the  crown. ^  1 
His  grace  may  think  as  meanly  as  hei' 
of  my  deserts  in  the  fer  greater  part  of 
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in  life.    It  is  ftee  for  him  to  do  io.  oountiy.    I  would  giw  to  Lord  CkwrnUe              *| 

in  always  be  some  difference  of  opin-  and  Mr.  Pitt  ibr  a  motto,  what  was  said  of  a               '^ 

he  Tahie  of  political  senrices.    But  Roman  cousor  or  fnrntor  {or  what  was  he,) 

one  merit  of  mine,  which  he,  of  all  who  in  virtue  of  a  Senatus  coosultum  shut  up 

ig,  ought  to  he  the  last  to  call  in  ques-  certain  academies, 

have  supported  with  very  great  zeal, 

m  told  with  some  degree  of  success,  "  Cludere  ludum  impudentic  jussit" 

nions,  or  if  his  grace  likes  another 

m  better,  those  old  prejudices  which  Every  honest  fadierofa  family  in  the  kin^ 

the  ponderous  mass  of  his  nobility,  dom  will  rejoice  at  the  breaking  up  ibr  the 

uod  titles.    I  have  omitted  no  exer-  holidays,  and  will  pray  that  there  may  be  a 

revent  him  and  them  from  sinking  to  very  long  vacaticm  in  idl  such  schools.                             '.I 

4,  to  which  the  meretricious  French  The  awful  state  of  the  time,  and  not  myself                J 

tiis  grace  at  least  coquets  with,  omit  or  my  own  justi6cation,  is  my  true  object  in 

[cm  to  reduce  both.    I  have  d<»ie  all  I  what  I  now  write  ;  or  in  what  I  shall  ever                 : 

discountenance  their  inquiries  into  write  or  say.    It  little  signifies  to  the  world                { 

ines  of  diose,  who  hold  large  portions  what  becomes  olt  such  things  as  me,  or  even                 a 

b  without  any  aj^parent  merit  of  their  as  the  Duke  of  Bedford.    What  I  say  about                 { 

have  strained  every  nerve  to  keep  either  of  us  is  nothing  more  than  a  vdiicle,  as                * 

e  of  Bedford  in  that  situation,  which  you,  my  lord,  will  easily  perceive,  to  convey 

skes  him  my  superiour.    Your  lord-  my  sentiments  on  matters  far  more  worthy  of 

been  a  witness  of  the  use  he  makes  your  attention.    It  is  when  I  stick  to  my  ap- 

re-eminence.  parent  first  subject  that  I  ought  to  apok>gise, 

te  it,  that  this  is  virtue !     Be  it,  that  not  when  I  depart  from  it.    I  therefore  must 

virtue  in  this  well  selected  rigour ;  yet  beg  your  lordship's  pardon  for  asain  resuming 

ss  are  not  equally  becoming  to  all  men  it  after  this  very  lAiort  digression ;  airauring 

i  times.   There  are  crimes,  undoubtedly  you  that  I  shall  never  altogether  lose  sight  of 

s  crimes,  which  in  all  seas<His  of  our  such  matter  as  persons  abler  than  I  am  may 

e,  ought  to  put  a  generous  antipathy  turn  to  some  profit.                                                             i 

II ;  crimes  diat  provoke  an  indignant  The  Duke  of  Bedford  conceives,  that  he  is 

and  caU  forth  a  warm  and  animated  obliged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  of 

But  all  things,  that  concern,  what  I  peers  to  his  majesty's  grant  to  me,  which  he 

I,  the  preventive  pdice  of  morality,  all  considers  as  excessive  and  out  of  aU  bounds, 

oerdy  rigid,  harsh  and  sensorial,  the  I  know  not  how  it  has  happened,  but  it 

ed  moralists,  at  whose  feet  I  was  really  seems,  that,  whilst  his  grace  was  medi- 

op,  would  not  have  thought  these  the  tating  his  well-c<»sidered  censure  upon  me, 

latter  to  form  the  favourite  virtues  of  he  fell  into  a  sort  of  sleep.    Homer  nods ;  and 

len  of  rank.    What  might  have  been  the  Duke  of  Bedfoird  may  dream ;  and  as 

Nij^,  and  have  been  received  with  a  dreams  (even  in  his  golden  dreams)  are  apt  to 

lOO  mixed  with  awe  and  terrour,  from  be  ill-pieced  and  incongruously  put  together, 

severe,  crabbed  Cato,  would  have  his  grace  preserved  his  idea  of  reproach  to  me, 

■omethLng  of  propriety  in  the  young  but  took  the  subgect-matter  from  the  crown- 

,  the  ornament  of  the  Roman  nobility,  grants  to  his  own  family.    This  is  *'  the  stuff 

ower  of  their  Ufe.    But  the  times,  the  of  which  his  dreams  are  made."    In  that  way 

the  masters,  the  sdiolars  have  all  of  putting  things  together  his  grace  is  perfect^ 

me  a  thorough  revolution.    It  is  a  vile  in  the  ri^t.    The  grants  to  £e  house  of  Rus- 

wdtucxA  diis  new  French  academy  <^  sel  were  so  enormous,  as  not  only  to  outrage 

I  emhtUt.    There  is  nothing  in  it  that  economy,  but  even  to  stagger  credibility.    The 

'  a  gentleman  to  learn.  Duke  of  Bedford  is  the  leviathan  among  aU  the 

ttfOT  its  v(^e  maybe,  I  still  flatter  creatures  of  the  crown.    He  tumbles  about  his 

Ant  the  parents  of  the  growing  gen-  unwielding  bulk  ;  he  plays  and  firolicks  in  the 

wffl  be  satisfied  with  what  is  to  be  ocean  of  the  royal  bounty.    Huge  as  he  is. 

In  their  children  in  Westminster,  in  and  whilst  **  he  lies  floating  many  a  rood,"  he 

NT  in  Winchester:  I  still  indulge  the  is  still  a  creature.    His  ribs,  his  fins,  his 

kt  no  grown  gentleman  or  nobleman  of  whalebone,  his  blubber,  the  very  spiracles 

■  win  think  of  finishing  at  Mr.  Thel-  through  which  he  spouts  a  torrent  of  brino 

Iflplore  whatever  may  have  been  left  against  his  origin,  and  covers  me  aU  over  with 

at   the  okl   universities  of  his  the  spray,— «very  thing  of  him  and  about  him 
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if  fiom  tho  throne.    la  it  Cnt  him  to  qoesticD  a  tomb.    With  them  eyeiy  mm  created  a 

the  dispensatioik  of  the  royal  &voiir  ?  peer  is  6r8t  an  hero  ready  made.    They  judge 

I  reaUy  am  at  a  loss  to  draw  any  srart  of  of  every  roan's  capacity  ibr  office  by  the  offices 
parallel  between  the  public  merits  of  his  grace,  he  has  filled;  and  the  more  offices  the  mors 
by  which  he  justifies  the  grants  he  holds,  and  ability.  Every  general-officer  with  them  is  a 
these  services  of  mine,  on  the  favourable  con-  Marlborough  ;  every  statesman  a  Burleigh 
Btruction  of  which  I  have  obtained  what  his  every  judge  a  Murray  or  a  Yorke.  Thej. 
grace  so  much  disapproves.  In  private  life,  I  who  alive,  were  laughed  at  or  pitied  by  ail 
have  not  at  all  the  honour  of  acquaintance  with  their  acquaintance,  make  as  good  a  fagiue  as 
the  noble  duke.  But  I  ought  to  presume,  and  the  best  of  them  in  the  pages  of  Gmllini,  Ed- 
it costs  me  nothing  to  do  so,  that  he  abundant*  mondson,  and  Collins, 
ly  deserves  the  esteem  and  love  of  all  who  live  To  these  recorders,  so  fiill  of  good  nature  to 
with  him.  But  as  to  public  service,why  truly  the  great  and  prosperous,  I  would  willin^y 
it  wouki  not  be  more  ridiculous  for  me  to  com-  leave  the  first  baron  Russel,  and  Earl  d*  Bed- 
pare  myself  in  rank,  in  fortune,  in  splendid  ford,  and  the  merits  of  his  grants.  Bat  the 
descent,  in  youth,  strength,  or  figure,  with  the  aufaiager,  the  weigher,  the  meter  of  grants, 
Duke  of  B«]ford,  than  to  make  a  parallel  b&*  will  not  suflfer  us  to  acquiesce  in  the  jodgmeat 
tween  his  services,  and  my  attempts  to  be  use-  of  the  prince  reigning  at  the  time  when  diey 
fill  to  my  country.  It  would  not  be  gross  were  made.  They  were  never  good  to  those 
adulation,  but  uncivil  irony,  to  say,  that  he  who  earn  them.  W^  then ;  since  the  new 
has  any  puUic  merit  of  his  own  to  keep  alive  grantees  have  war  made  on  them  by  the  oU| 
the  idea  of  the  services  .by  which  his  vast  and  that  the  word  (^ the  sovereign  is  not  to  be 
landed  pensions  were  obtained.  My  merits,  taken,  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  history,  in  whidi 
whatever  they  are,  are  original  and  personal ;  great  men  have  always  a  pleasure  in  cooten> 
his  are  derivative.  It  is  his  ancestor,  the  plating  the  heroic  origin  of  their  house, 
original  pensioner,  that  has  laid  up  this  inex-  The  first  peer  of  the  name,  the  first  pmw 
haustible  fund  of  merit,  which  makes  his  chase  of  the  grants  was  a  Mr.  Russd,  a 
grace  so  very  delicate  and  exceptious  about  perscxic^  an  ancient  gentleman's  fiunily  raised 
the  merit  of  all  other  grantees  of  the  crown,  by  being  minion  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  As 
Had  he  permitted  me  to  remain  in  quiet,  I  there  generally  is  some  resemblance  of  charao 
should  have  said  'tis  his  estate  ;  that's  enough,  ter  to  create  these  relations,  the  favourite  was 
It  is  his  by  law  ;  what  have  I  to  do  with  it  or  in  all  likelihood  much  such  another  as  hit 
its  history?  He  would  naturally  have  said  master.  The  first  of  those  immoderate  graati 
on  his  side,  't  is  this  man's  fortune. — He  is  as  was  not  taken  from  the  ancient  denaesne  of  the 
good  now,  as  my  ancestor  was  two  hundred  crown,  but  f]x>m  the  recent  confiscation  of  the 
and  fifly  years  ago.  I  am  a  young  man  with  ancient  nobility  of  the  land.  The  lion  having 
Tory  old  pensions ;  he  is  an  old  .man  with  very  sucked  the  blood  of  his  prey,  threw  the  offid 
young  pensions, — that's  all.  carcase  to  the  jackall  in  waiting.     Havii^ 

Why  will  his  grace,  by  attacking  me,  force  tasted  once  the  food  of  confiscation,  the  frvour* 

me  reluctantly  to  compare  my  little  merit  with  ites    became    fierce    and    ravenous.      Thii 

that  which  obtained  from  the  crown  those  pro-  worthy  ^vourite's  first  grant  was  from  the  lay 

digies  of  profuse  donation  by  which  he  tram-  nobility.     The  second,  infinitely  improving 

pies  on  the  mediocrity  of  humble  and  laborious  on  the  enormity  of  the  first,  wta  firom  the 

individuals  ?    I  would  willingly  leave  him  to  plunder  of  the  church.    In  truth  his  grace  is 

the  herald's  college,  which  the  philosophy  of  somewhat  excusable  for  his  dislike  to  a  grant 

the  sans  culottes,  (prouder  by  &r  than  all  the  like  mine,  not  only  in  its  quantity,  but  in  itt 

Garters,  and  Norroys  and  Clarencieux,  and  kind  so  different  from  his  own. 
Ronge  Dragons  that  ever  pranced  in  a  pro-        Mine  was  from    a  mild  and    benevoknt 

cession  of  what  his  firiends  call  aristocrats  and  sovereign  ;  his  from  Henry  the  Eighth, 
despots)  will  abolish  with  contumely  and  scorn.         Mine  had  not  its  fund  in  the  murder  of  any 

These  historians,  recorders,  and  blazoners  of  innocent  person  of  illuatrious  rank,*  or  in  the 

virtues  and  arms,  differ  wholly  from  that  other  pillage  of  any  body  of  unoffending  men.    His 

description  df  historians,  who  never  assign  grants  were  from  the  aggregate  and  consoli- 

•ny  act  (/politicians  to  a  good  motive.    These  dated  funds  of  judgment  iniquitously  legal,  aad 

gentle  historians,  on  the  contrary,  dip  their  from  possessions  vduntarily  surrendwed  hf 

pens  in  nothing  but  the  milk  of  human  kind-        ,  ^      ,.     -i  . ^  .».         i      m.  i    _.— 

ZT        rriL  I         e  -*u      r  •*  .l  See  the  history  of  the  melancholy  caW 

neas.    They  seek  no  further  for  merit  than  trophe  of  the  Dufce  of  Buckingham.    Te«p 

UM  preamble  <»  a  patent,  or  the  inscription  or  Hen.  8. 
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proprietora  with  die  gibbet  at  their  to  proToke  a  people  to  rebeUioo.    My  merit 

was,  to  awaken  the  lober  part  of  the  oountryi 

rit  of  the  grantee  whom  he  derive!  that  they  might  put  themeelves  on  dieir  guard 

that  of  being  a  prompt  and  greedy  against  any  one  potent  lord,  or  any  great 

I  of  a  levelling  tyrant,  who  oppressed  number  of  potent  lords,  or  any  combination  of 

tioos  of  his  people,  but  who  fell  with  great  leading  men  of  any  sort,  if  ever  they 

fury  on  erery  thing  that  was  great  should  attempt  to  proceed  in  the  same  courses. 

Mine  has  been,  in  endearouring  but  in  the  reverse  order,  that  is,  by  instigatuig 

every  man,  in  every  class,  from  o(h  a    corrupted     populace    to    rebellion,     and 

and  particularly  in  defending  the  through    that    rebellimi    introducing    a    ty- 

eminent,  who  in  the  bad  times  of  ranny   which  his  grace's  ancestor    siipport- 

ig  princes,  conSscating  chief  govern-  ed,  and  of  which  he  pro6ted  in  the  man- 

ifiscating  demagogues,  are  the  most  ner  we  behold  in  the  despotism  of  Henry  the 

0  jealousy,  avarice  and  envy.  Eighth. 

terit  of  the  original  grantee  of  his  The  political  merit  of  the  6r8t  pensioner  of 

Dsioos,  was  in  giving  his  hand  to  the  his  grace's  house,  was  that  of  being  concerned 

1  partaking  the  spoil  with  a  prince,  as  a  counsellor  of  state  in  advising,  and  in  his 
lered  a  part  of  the  national  church  df  person  executing  the  conditions  of  a  dis- 
ind  country.  Mine  was  in  defend-  honourable  peace  with  France ;  the  surrendei^ 
rhole  of  the  naticHial  church  of  my  ing  the  fortress  of  Boulogne,  then  our  out- 
>  and  my  own  country,  and  the  guard  on  the  continent.  By  that  surrender, 
he  national  churches  of  idl  countries,  Calais,  the  key  of  France,  and  the  bridle  in  the 
principles  and  the  examples  which  mouth  of  that  power,  was,  not  many  years 
desiastical  pillage,  thence  to  con-  afterwards,  finally  lost.  My  merit  has  been 
ill  prescriptive  titles,  thence  to  the  in  resisting  the  power  and  pride  of  France, 
alt  property,  and  thence  to  universal  under  any  form  of  its  rule ;  but  in  opposing  it 
I.  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  eamesmess,  when 
eritof  the  origin  of  his  grace's  fortune  that  rule  appeared  in  the  worst  form  it  could 
ing  a  fiivoorite  and  chief  adviser  to  assume  ;  die  worst  indeed  which  the  prime 

who  left  no  liberty  to  their  native  cause  and  principle  of  all  evil  could  possibly 

My  endeavour  was  to  obtam  liber-  give  it.    It  was   my  endeavour    by  every 

mtmicipal  country  in  which  I  was  means  to  excite  a  spirit  in  the  house,  where 

for  all  descriptions  and  denomina^  I  had  the  honour  ofa  seat,  for  carrying  on  with 

u    Mine  was  to  support  with  unre-  early  vigour  and  decision,  the  most  clearly  just 

pknce  every  right,  every  privilege,  and  necessary  war,  that  this  or  any  nation 

idike,  in  this  my  adopted,  my  dearer  ever  carried  on ;  in  order  to  save  my  country 

»  compr^ensive  country ;   and  not  from  the  ircm  yoke  of  its  power,  and  fTt>m 

eeeive  those  rights  in  this  chief  seat  the  more  dreadful  contagion  of  its  principles; 

,  bat  in  every  nation,  in  every  land,  to  preserve,  while  they  can  be  preserved,  pure 

jimate,  language  and  religion,  in  the  and  untainted,  the  ancient,  inbred  integrity, 

UB  that  is  stiD  under  the  protection,  piety,  good  nature,  and  good  humour  of  the 

uger  that  was  once  under  the  proteo-  people  of  England,  from  the  dreadful  pesti- 

«  British  crown.  fence  which  beginning  in  France,  threatens 

OMler's  merits  were,  l^  arts  in  which  to  lay  waste  the  whole  moral,  and  in  a  great 

hit  master  and  made  his  forrune,  to  degree   the    whole   physical   world,    having 

"erty,  and  wretchedness  and  depopu-  done  both  in  the  focus  of  its  most  intense 

h^  country.    Mine  were  under  a  malignity. 

It  prince,  in    promoting   the    com-  The  labour  of  his  grace's  founder  merited 

umiiactures,  and  agriculture  <^  his  the  curses,  not  loud  but  deep,  of  the  ciMnmons 

;  in  which  his  majesty  shews  an  emi-  of  England,  on  whom  he  and  his  master  had 

ople,  who  even  in  his  amusements  is  a  effected  a  complete  parliamentary  rrform^  by 

■d  in  hours  of  leisure  an  improver  of  making  them  in  their  slavery  and  humiliation, 

B  soiL  the  true  and  adequate  representatives  of  a 

mder's  merit,  was  the  merit  ofa  gen-  debased,  degraded,  and  undone  people.    My 

ised  by  the  arts  of  a  court,  and  the  merits  were,  in  having  had  an  active,  though 

ft  af  a  Wclsey,  to  the  eminence  of  a  not  always  an  ostentatious  share,  in  every  one 

I  potMut  lord.    His  merit  in  that  emi-  act,  without  exception,  cS  undisputed  ooosti- 

M  by  instigating  a  tyrant  to  injustice,  tutional  atility  in  my  time,  and  in  having 
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■opported  OQ  all  occasions,  the  authority,  the  found  no  othw  way  in  which  they  could  gifv . 

efficiency,  and  the  pririleges  of  the  comoKMis  a***  Doke  of  Bedford   and  his   opulence  m^ 

of  Great  Britain.    I  ended  my  services  by  a  props  to  a  tottering;  worid,  then  the  butcfasiy ' 

recorded  and  fuUy  reasoned  assertion  on  their  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  mi^t  be  tolwalei;, 

own  journals  of  their  constitutional  rights,  it  might  be  regarded  even  with  complacea^, 

and  a  vindicati<»  of  their  constituti<»ial  con-  whilst  in  the  heir  of  confiscation  they  saw  tte;  f^ 

duct.    I  laboured  in  all  things  to  merit  their  sympathizing  comforter  <^  the  martyrs,  whs,  ■} 

inward  approbation,  and  (along  with  the  assist-  suffer  under  the  cruel  confiscation  of  this  day ;   ^' 

ance  of  the  largest,  the  greatest,  and  best  of  my  whilst  they  behold  with  admiration  his  zeakMM   i  ^ 

endeavours)  I  received  their  firee,  unbiassed,  protection  <^  the  virtuous  and  loyal  noldi^    ■  ' 

public,  and  solemn  thanks.  of  France,  and  his  manly  support  of  his  bnA-   P 

Thus  stands  the  account  of  the  comparative  ren,  the  yet  standing  nobility  and  gentry  tf  T*^ 

merits  <^  the  crown  grants  which  OHnpose  the  his  native  land.     Then   his  grace's  meritti  f^ 

Duke  of  Bedford's  fortune  as  balanced  against  would  be  pure,  and  new,  and  sharp,  as  fiMJi    ^< 

mine.      In    the    name    of  common    sense,  firom  the  mint  of  honour.    As  he  pleased  bi    ^' 

why  shoukl  the  Duke  of  Bedlbrd  think,  that  might  reflect  honour  on  his  predecesson, «;    ^ 

none  but  of  the  house  of  Russel  arc  entitled .  throw  it  forward  on  those  who  were  to  ■»•     -^ 

to  the  &vour  of  the  crown?    Why  should  he  ceed  him.    He  mi^t  be  the  [wopagatortf  |^: 

imagine  that  no  king  <^  England  has  been  the  stock  of  honour,  or  the  root  of  it,  as  bi.  h^ 

capable  of  judging  of  merit  but  king  Henry  thought  i»oper.                                                .  |^ 

the  Eighth?    Indeed,  he  will  pardon  me ;  he  Had  it  pleased  God  to  continue  to  me  tilt-  )^ 

is  a  little  mistaken ;  all  virtue  did  not  end  in  hopes  of  succession,  I  shoukl  have  been  ae>    \^ 

the  first  Earl  of  Bedford.    All  discernment  cording  to  my  mediocrity,  and  the  mediocritf:   |'i 

did   not   lose    its  vision    when  his   creator  of  the  age  I  live  in,  a  sort  of  founder  of  a  fi^    ;>■ 

ckMod  his  eyes.    Let  him  remit  his  rigour  mily ;  I  should  have  left  a  son,  who,  in  aH  Ai    j'l 

on  the  disproportion  between  merit  and  reward  points  in  which  personal  merit  can  be  viewed}    H 

in  others,  and  they  will  make  no  enquiry  into  in  science,  in  erudition,  in  genius,  in  taste,  la    f^ 

the  origin  of  his  fortune.    They  will  regard  honour,  in  generosity,  in  humanity,  in  every     Ik 

with  much  more  satisfaction,  as  he  will  c(m-  liberal  sentiment,  and  every  liberal  aoooia-    \ 

template    with    infinitely    more    advantage,  plishment,  would  not  have  ^ewn  himsd  ia-     ^ 

whatever  in  his  pedigree  has  been  dulcified  by  feriour  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  or  to  any  cf     ^ 

an  exposure,  to  the  influence  of  heaven  in  a  those  whom  he  traces  in  his  line.    His  gnce     \- 

long  flow  of  generations,  firom  the  hard,  acidu-  very  soon  would  have  wanted  all  plauaibi%    ^ 

lous,  metallic  tincture  of  the  spring.     It  is  in  his    attack    upon    that    provision  whidi     ^ 

little  to  be  doubted,  that  several  of  his  forefii-  belonged  more  to  mine  than   to    me.    HE     ' 

thers  in  that  long  series,  have  degenerated  into  wouki  soon  have  supplied  every  deficiemy,     " 

honour  and  virtue.    Let  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and    symmetrized    every    dispn^rartion.     It 

(I  am  sure  he  will)  reject  with  scorn  and  would  not  have  been  for  that  successor  to  re> 

borrour,  the  counsels  of  the  lecturers,  those  sort  to  any  stagnant  wasting  reservoir  of  merit 

wicked  panders  to  avarice  and  ambition,  who  in  me,  or  in  any  ancestry.    He  had  in  hin- 

would  tempt  him  in  the  troubles  of  his  coun-  self  a  salient,  living  spring,  alt  generous  ind 

try,  to  seek  another  enormous  fiurtune  from  manly  action.    Every  day  he  lived  he  wodd 

the  forfeitures  of  another  nobility,  and  the  have  re-purchased  the  bounty  dC  the  crowa, 

plunder  of  another  church.    Let  him  (and  and  ten  times  more,  if  ten  times  more  he  had 

I  trust  that  yet  he  will)  employ  all  the  energy  received.    He  was  made  a  puUic  creatme; 

of  his  youth,  and  all  the  resources  of  Ms  and  had  no  enjoyment  whatever,  but  in  die 

wealth,  to  crush  rebellious  principles  which  performance  of  some  duty.    At  this  en^aA 

have    no   foundation    in  monds,  and  rebel-  moment,  the  loss  of  a  finished  man  is  not 

lious  movements  that  have  no  provocation  in  easily  supplied, 

tyranny.  But  a  disposer  whose  power  we  are  titde 

Then  will  be  forgot  the  rebellions,  which,  able  to  resist,  and  whose  wisdom  it  bebovei 

by  a  doubtful  priority,  in  crime,  his  ancestor  us  not  at  all  to  dispute ;  has  ordained  it  ia 

had  provoked  and  extinguished.    On  such  a  another  manner,  and  (whatever  my  quendoas 

conduct  in  the  noble  duke,  many  of  his  coun-  weakness  might  suggest)  a  &r  better.    Tk« 

tiymen  might,  and  with  some  excuse  might,  storm  has  gone  over  me ;  and  I  lie  tike  oos  cf 

give  way  to  the  enthusiasm  of  their  gratitude,  those  old  oaks  which  the  late  hurrioHW  btf 
and  in    the  dashing  style  of  somo  of  the 

old  dedaimen,  cry  out,  that  if  the  fiites  had  *  At  si  non  allam  ventuio  ftita  Neronl.  to 
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itboat  me.    I  am  stripped  of  aU  my  Thii  preicription  I  had  my  riiare  (a  reiy  full 

;  I  am  torn  up  l^  the  rootf ,  and  lie  fhare)  in  bringing  to itspoifection.*  The  Duke 

on  the  earth !     There,  and  prostrate  of  Bedford  will  stand  as  kmg  as  prescriptive 

most  unfeignedly  recognise  the  di-  law  endures ;  as  long  as  the  great  staUe  laws 

:ice,  and  in  some  degree  submit  to  of  property  common  to  us  with  all  cirilized 

whilst  I  humble  myself  before  God,  I  nations,  are  kept  in  their  integrity,  and  with* 

DOW  that  it  is  forbidden  to  repel  the  out  the  smallest  intermixture  <^laws,  twrimsj 

of  unjust   and    inconsiderate  men.  principles,  or  precedents  of  the  grand  rev(4u- 

ence  of  Job  is  proverbial.    After  some  tion.     They  are  secure  against  all  changes 

QYulsive  struggles  of  our  irritable  na-  but  one.     The  whole  revolutionary  system, 

submitted  himself,  and  repented  in  institutes,digest,code,  novels,  text,  gloss,  com- 

airiies.     But  even  so,  I  do  not  find  ment,  are,  not  only  not  the  same,  but  they  are 

ned    for   reprehending,  and  with  a  the  very  reverse,  and  the  reverse  ftmdamen- 

ible  degree  ci  verbal  asperity,  those  tally,  of  all  the  laws,  on  which  civil  life  has 

id  neighbours  of  bis,  who  visited  his  hitherto  been  uphekl  in  all  the  governments  of 

to  read  moral,  political,  and  economic  the    world.    The  learned  professors  oi  the 

trea   on  his  misery.     I    am  alone,  rightsof  man  regarded  prescription,  not  as  a 

one  to  meet  my  enemies  in  the  gate,  title  to  bar  all  claim,  set  up  against  all  posses- 

my  kMrd,  I  greatly  deceive  myself,  if  sion — but   they  kx>k  on  prescription  as  it- 

laird  season  I  wodd  give  a  peck  of  self  a  bar  against  the  possessor  and  proprietor, 

heat  for  all  that  is  oJled  fame  and  They  hold  an  immemorial  possession  to  be  no 

in  the  worid.    This  is  the  appetite  more  than  a  kmg  continued,  and  therefore  an 

.  few.    It  is  a  luxury  ;  it  is  a  privi-  aggravated  injustice. 

is  an  indulgence  for  those  who  are  at  Such  are  their  ideas ;  such  their  rdigicD, 
se.  But  we  are  all  of  us  made  to  and  such  their  law.  But  as  to  our  country 
grace,  as  we  are  made  to  shrink  from  and  our  race,  as  long  as  the  well  compacted 
ad  pover^,  and  disease.  It  is  an  structure  <^  our  churdiand  state,  the  sanctu- 
;  and  under  the  direction  of  reascm,  ary,  the  holy  of  holies  of  that  ancient  law,  de- 
is  always  in  the  right.  I  live  in  an  fended  by  reverence,  defended  by  power,  a 
Older.  They  who  ought  to  have  sue-  fortress  at  once  and  a  temple, f  shall  stand  in- 
me  are  gone  before  me.  They  who  violate  on  the  brow  of  the  British  Sion— as 
ave  been  to  me  as  posterity  are  in  the  long  as  the  British  monarchy,  not  more  limit- 
ancestors.  I  owe  to  the  dearest  rela-  ed  than  fenced  by  the  orders  of  the  state,  shall, 
bidi  ever  must  subsist  in  memory)  like  the  proud  Keep  of  Winds(M*,  rising  in  the 
.  of  piety,  iilrhich  he  would  have  per-  majesty  of  proportion,  and  girt  with  the  double 

0  ne ;  I  owe  it  to  him  to  shew  that  belt  of  its  kindred  and  coeval  towers,  as  long 
hot  dMcended,  as  the  Duke  of  Bedford  as  this  awful  structure  shall  oversee  and  guard 
sve  it,  from  an  unworthy  parent.  the  subjected  land — so  k>ng  the  lAounds  and 
crown  has  considered  me  after  long  dykes  of  die  low,  &t,  Bedford  level  will  have 

the  crown  has  paid  the  Duke  of  nothing  to  fear  from  the  pickaxes  of  all  the  le- 
bj  advance.  He  has  had  a  l<mg  vellers  of  France.  As  long  as  our  sovereign 
r  wnj  services  which  he  may  perform  lord  the  king,  and  his  feithful  subjects,  the 
r.  He  is  secure,  and  long  may  he  be  lords  and  commons  of  this  realm, — the  tri|Je 
in  his  advance,  whether  he  performs  cord,  which  no  man  can  break ;  the  sdemn, 
ices  or  not.  But  let  him  take  care  sworn,  constitutional  frank-pledge  of  this  na- 
Midangers  the  safety  of  that  constitu-  tion ;  the  firm  guarantees  o£  each  other's  bo- 
th secures  his  own  utility  or  his  own  ing,  and  each  other's  rights ;  the  joint  and 
cance ;  or  how  he  discourages  those,  several  securities,  each  in  its  place  and  order, 
te  ap,  even  puny  arms,  to  defend  an  for  every  kind  and  every  quality,  of  property, 
things,  which,  like  the  sun  of  heaven,  and  of  dignity.  As  long  as  these  endure,  so 
hke  on  the  useful  and  the  worthless,  long  the  Duke  of  Bedford  is  safe :  and  we  are 
Bts  are  engrafted  on  the  public  law  of  all  safe  togethei^the  high  Smm  the  blights  of 
,  covered  with  the  awfiil  hoar  of  innu-  envy  and  the  spoilations  of  rapacity ;  Uie  low 
ages.  They  are  guarded  by  the  from  the  iron  hand  of  oppression  and  the  in- 
iilea  of  prescription,  found  in  that  full 
r  of  jurisprudence  fiom  which  the  je-  *  ^^  George  Savi]e*s  Act,  called  the  Nulhm 

1  and  penury  ofour  municipal  law  has,  'IfXTpfiS;  i«  fi«»cl«m  ordt.  TaeUosoftha 
!aM,  been  enncfaed  and  itrengtheDed,  temple  of  Jerusalem. 
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MleQt  spura  of  oontempt.    Amen!  and  so  be  own  aecnrity  demuds ?    Snreij  it  ii  pnpii^ 

it:  and  so  it  will  be,  that  be,  and  diat  others  like  him,  ihaald kinir 

the  true  genius  of  the  sect;  viHbat  tluMr  opii* 

Dum  dooms  Snem  Capitoli  Immobile  eaxum  ions  are,  wbat  they  have  done ;  and  to  w^i 

Accolet;  imperiumque  pater  Romanos  babe-  and  what,  (if  a  prognostic  is  to  be  formed  fimi 

biu—  the  dispositions  and  actions  of  men)  it  is  ow> 

tain  they  wiQ  do  hereafter.     He   oo^  !• 

But  if  the  rude  inroad  of  Gallic  tumult,  know,  that  they  have  sworn  assistance,  thi 

with  its  sophistical  rights  <^  man,  to  falsify  the  only  engagements  they  ever  wiQ  keep,  to  all  ii 

account,  aiid  its  swoNrd  as  a  makeweight  to  this  country  who  bear  a  resemblance  to  tbeSh 

throw  into  the  scale,  shall  be  introduced  into  selves,  and  who  think  as  soch,  that  Ou  wUk 

our  city  by  a  misguided  populace,  set  on  by  duty  of  man  consists  in  destruction.    Tbqf 

proud  great  men,  themselves  blinded  and  in-  are  a  mis-aUied  and  disparaged  branch  of  dii 

toxicated  by  a  frantic  ambition,  we  shall,  all  house  (^Nimrod.    They  are  the  Duke  of  Bed> 

of  us,  perish  and  be  overwhelmed  in  a  common  fi>rd^s  natural  hunters ;  and  be  is  their  natsn( 

ruin.    If  a  great  storm  blow  on  our  coast,  it  game.    Because  he  is  not  vmry  profiMndi^  n* 

will  cast  the  whales  on  the  strand  as  well  as  fleeting,  he  deeps  in  profound  security :  thef} 

tlie  periwinkles.    His  grace  will  not  survive  on  the  contrary,  are  always  vigilant,  acdv^ 

the  poor  grantee  he  despises,  no  not  (or  a  enterprising,  and,  thou^&r  removed  from  aq 

twelve-month.     If  the  great  look  for  safety  in  knowledge  which  makes  men  estimaUe  «r 

the  services  they  render  to  this  Gallic  cause,  useful,  in  all  the  instruments  and  resomccsil 

it  is  to  be  foolish  even  above  the  weight  evil,  their  leaders  are  not  meanly  instradi^i 

of  privilege  allowed  to  wealth.    If  his  grace  or  insufficiently  furnished.    In  the  French  A* 

be  one  of  these  whom  they  endeavour  to  pros-  volution  every  thing  is  new,  and  from  want* 

elytize,  he  ought  to  be  aware  of  the  character  (nreparation  to  meet  so  unlooked-fbr  an  ein^ 

of  the  sect,  whose  doctrines  he  is  invited  to  every  thing  is  dangerous.    Never,  b^bre  tUl 

embrace.     With    them,    insurrection  is  the  time,  was  a  set  of  literary  men,  conveitad 

most  sacred  of  revolutionary  duties  to  the  into  a  gang  of  robbers  and  assassins.    New 

state.     Ingratitude  to  bene&ctors  is  the  first  of  before,  did  a  den  of  bravoes  and  banditti 

revolutionary  virtues.    Ingratitude  is  indeed  assume  the  garb  and  tone  of  an  academy  « 

their  four  cardinal  virtues  compacted  and  amal-  philosophers. 

gamated  into  one  ;  and  he  will  find  it  in  every  Let  me  toll  his  grace,  that  an  union  of  sodi 

Uiing  that  has  happened  since  the  commence-  characters,    OKxistrous  as  it  seems,    is  net 

ment  of  the  philosophic  revolution  to  this  hour,  made  for  producing  despicable  enemies.    Bat 

If  he  pleads  the  merit  (Shaving  performed  the  if  they  are  formidable  as  foes,  as  friends  ^ 

duty  of  insurrection  against  the  order  he  lives,  are  dreadful  indeed.     The  men  of  property  m 

(God  forbid  he  ever  should,)    the  merit  df  France  confiding  in  a  force,  which  seemed  to 

others  will  be  to  perform  the  duty  of  insurreo-  be   irresistible,  because  it    had  never  been 

tion  against  him.     If  he  pleads  (again  God  tried,  neglected  to  prepare  for  a  conflict  wi& 

forbid  he  should,  and  I  do  not  8uspe<:t  he  will)  their  enemies  at  their  own  weapons.    Tha^ 

his  ingratitude  to  the  crown  for  the  creation  oif  were  found  in  such  a  situation  as  the  Men* 

bis  family,  others  will  plead  their  right  and  cans  were,  when  they  were  attacked  by.tM 

duty  to  pay  him  in  kind.     They  will  laugh,  dogs,  the  cavalry,  the  iron,  and  the  guDpo#* 

indeed  they  will  laugh,  at  his  parchment  and  der  of  an  handful  dt  bearded  men,  whom  tibey 

his  wax.    His  deeds  will  be  drawn  out  with  did  not  know  to  exist  in  nature.     This  is  i 

the  rest  of  the  lumber  of  his  evidence  room,  comparison  that  some,  I  think  have  made; 

apd  burnt  to  the  tune  of  pa  ira  in^the  courts  d[  and  it  is  just.    In  France  they  had  their  ens' 

Bedford  (then  Equality)  house.  mies  within  their  houses.    They  were  eves 

Am  I  to  blame,  if  I  attempt  to  pay  his  in  the  bosoms  of  many  of  them.    But  dwj 

Grace's  hostile  reproaches    to    me    with  a  had  not  sagacity  to  discern  their  savage  cbs- 

friendly  admonition  to  himself?    Can  I  be  racter.     They  seemed  tame,  and  even  care^ 

blamed,  for  pointing  out  to  him  in  what  man-  sing.    They  had  nothing  but  douce  JmmatM 

ncr  he  is  like  to  be  aflected,  if  the  sect  of  the  in  thoir  mouth.    They  could  not  bear  Ai 

cannibal  philosophers  c^  France  should  prose-  punishment  of  the  mildest  laws  on  the  greater 

lytize  any  considerable  part  of  this  people,  and  criminals.    The  slightest  severity  <^ju80M 

by  their  joint  proselytizing  arms,  should  con-  made  their  flesh  creep.     The  very  idea  thlt 

quer  that  government,  to  which  his  Grace  war  existed  in  the  wodd  disturbed  their  !•* 

does  not  seem  to  DM  to  give  all  the  support  his  pose.    Military  glory  was  no  more  with  thei^ 
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ha  a  ■plendid  infiuny.    Hardly  would  they  fice  the  whole  human  race  to  the  slightest  of 

ktr  of  sel^defence,  which  they  reduced  witl^-  their  experiments.    I  am  better  able  to  enter 

lisnch  booDds,  as  to  leave  it  no  defence  at  all.  into  the  character  of  this  description  of  men 

Al  this  while    they  meditated    the  C(»i6s-  than  the  noble  duke  can  be.    I  have  lived 

Odoos  and  massacres  we  have  seen.    Had  hag  and  variously  in  the  world.    Without 

■fane  told  these  unfortunate  noblemen  and  any  considerable  pretensions  to  literature  in 

Mieraen,  how,  and  by  whom,  the  grand  &-  myself,  I  have  aspired  to  the  love  of  letters. 

■rieof  the  Frraich  monarchy  under  which  they  I  have  lived  for  a  great  many  years  in  bab- 

isarisfaed  would  be  subverted,  they  would  not  itudes  with  those  who  professed  them.    I 

kve  pitied   him  as  a  visionary,  but  would  can  form  a  tderable  estimate  of  what  is  likely 

kive  turned  from  him  as  what  they  call  a  to  happen  from  a  character,  chiefly  dependent 

wmnait  pledaant.    Tet  we  have  seen  what  for  fame    and  fortune,    on    knowledge    and 

W  happened.     The  persons  who  have  suf>  talent,  as  well  in  its  morbid  and  perverted 

fimd  firom  the  cannibal  philosophy  of  France,  state,  as  in  that  which  is  sound  and  natural. 

■n  ao  like  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  that  nothing  Naturally  men  so  formed  and  finished  are  the 

bat  his  grace^s  probably  not  speaking  quite  so  first  gifts  of  Providence  to  the  worid.    But 

good  French,  could   enable  us  to  find  out  when  they  have  once  thrown  off  the  foar  ol( 

Mj  difference.    A  great  many  of  them  had  God,  which  was  in  all  ages  too  often  the  case, 

U  pompous  titles  as  he,  and  were  of  full  as  and  the  tear  of  man,  which  is  now  the  case, 

ious  a  race ;  some  few  of  them  had  for-  and  when  in  that  state  tliey  came  to  under- 

as  ample ;   several  of  them,  without  stand  one  another,  and  to  act  in  corps,  a  more 

ing  the  least  disparagement  to  the  Duke  dreadful  calamity  cannot  arise  out  of  hell  to 

tf  Bedford,  were  as  wise,  and  as  virtuous,  and  scourge  mankind.    Nothing  can  be  conceived 

as  valiant,  and  as  well  educated,  and  as  com-  more  hard  than    the  heart  of  a   thorough- 

|iele  in  all  the  lineaments  of  men  of  honour  as  bred  metaphysician.    It  comes  nearer  to  the 

be  is :   And  to  aQ  this  they  had  added  the  cold  malignity  <^  a  wicked  spirit  than  to  the 

powerful  outguard  of  a  military  precession,  frailty  and  passion  of  a  man.    It  is  like  that 

wliidi,  in  its  nature,  renders  men  somewhat  €i  the  principle  of  evil  himself,  incorporeal, 

■ore  cautious  than  those,  who  have  nothing  pure,  unraixcxl,  dephlegmated,  defecat^  evil. 

to  attend  to  but  the  lazy  enjoyment  of  undis-  It  is  no  easy  operation  to  eradicate  humanity 

torbed  possessions.    But  security  was  their  from    the    breast.    What    Shakspeare    calls 

rain.    They  were  dashed  to  pieces  in  the  **  the    compunctious    visitings    of    nature," 

storm,  and  our  shores  are  covered  with  the  will  sometimes  knock  at  their  hearts,   and 

wrecks.    If  they  had  been  aware  that  such  a  protest  against  their  murderous  speculations. 

dm^  might  happen  such  a  thing  couki  never  But  they  have  a  means  of  compounding  with 

have  happened.  their  nature.    Their  humanity   is    not  dis- 

I  assure  his  grace,  that  if  I  state  to  him  solved.     They  only  gave  it  a  long  proroga- 

^  designs  of  his  enemies,  in  a  manner  which  tion.     They  are  ready  to  declare,  that  they 

nay  ai^iear  to  him  ludicrous  and  impossible,  I  do  not  think  two  thousand  years  too  long  a 

I  td  him  nothing  that  has  not  exactly  happen-  period  for  the  good  that  they  pursue.     It  is  re- 

•^  point  by  point,  but    twenty-four  miles  markable,  that  they  never  see  any  way  to 

fioMB  our  own  shore.    I  assure  him  that  the  their  projected  good  but  by  the  road  of  some 

Vrendiified  fiustion,  more    encouraged  than  evil.      Their    imagination    is   not    fatigued 

fltftere  are  warned,  by  what  has  happened  in  with  the  contemplation  of  human  suffering 

Fnnca,  look  at  him  and  his  landed  posses-  through    the    wild    waste    of  centuries    ad- 

rioBs,  as  an  ol^ect  at  once  of  curiosity  and  ded    to    centuries    of   misery    and    desola* 

itpaeity.    He  is  made  for  them  in  every  part  tion.     Their  humanity   is  at  their  horizon 

of  their  double  diaracter.     As  robbers,  to  — and,  like  the  horizon,  it  always  flies  before 

^Min  he  is  a  noble  booty  :  as  speculatists,  he  them.     The  geometricians,  and  the  chymists 

■  a  ^orions  subject  for  their  experimental  bring,  the  one  from  the  dry  bones  of  their  dia- 

PJdhMophy.     He  affords  matter  for  an  exten-  grams,  and  the  other  from  the  soot  <£  their 

Vfe  analysis,  in  all  the  branches  of  their  sci-  furnaces,  dispositions  that  make  them  worse 

Ace,  geometrical,  physical,  civil  and  political,  than  indifferent  about  those  feelings  and  habi- 

TlMe  philosophers  are  fanatics ;  independent  tudes,  which  are  the  supports  of  the  moral 

of  any  interest,  which  if  it  operated  alone  world.    Ambition  is  come  upon  them  sudden- 

Vm  make  them  much  more  tractable,  they  ly ;  they  are  intoxicated  with  it,  and  it  has 

Ms  carried  with  audi  a  headlong  rage  towards  rendered  them  fearless  of  the  danger,  which 

**^  desperate  trial,  that  they  wmild  sacri-  may  from  thence  arise  to  others  or  to  tliem- 
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mItm.    These   phikMOfilien,   eomider  men  are  their  proeeedmp,  wiien  thej  hare  the 

in  their  experiments,  no  more  than  tliey  do  means  to  act. 

mice  in  an  air  pump,  or  in  a  recipient  of  me^  Their  geographers,  and  geoowlrieiaos,  fans 

phitic  gas.    Whatever  his  grace  may  think  been  some  time  out  of  practice.    Itisi 


of  himself,  they  look  upon  bim,  and  every  time  since    they   hare   divided    their  oin 

thing  that  belongs  to  him,  with  no  more  re-  country  into  squares.    That  figoie  hv  kit  j^ 

fard  than  they  do  upon  the  whiskers  of  that  the  charms  of  its  nov^y.     They  want  mm  Y%i 

little  long-tailed  animal,  that  has  been  long  the  lands  ibr  new  triab.    It  is  not  only  the  geo» 

game  <^the  grave,  demure,  insidious,  spring-  etricians  of  the  republic  that  find  him  a  gasi 

nailed,     velvetp>pawed,     green-eyed     philos-  subject,  the  chjrmists  have  beiixAe  him  i^ 

ophers,   whether   going   upon    two   legs,  or  ter  tlie  gecMnetricians  have  done  with  hiBi  |^ 

upon  four.  As  the  first  set  have  an  eye  on  his  gnm^  K 

His  grace's  landed  possessions  are  irresist*  lands,  the  diymists  are  not  less  taken  with  Mi  |ti 

ibly    inviting   to   an    agrarian   experiment,  buildings.    They  consider  mortar  as  a  very 

They  are  a  downright  insult  upon  the  rights  anti-rev<dutionary   invention    in    its  pieieal 

of  man.     They  are  more  extensive  than  the  state ;   but  properly  employed,  an  adminftil 

territory  of  many  ofthe  Grecian  republics;  and  material   for  overturning  aU  estabhshmBOk. 

they  are  without  compariscm  more  fertile  than  They  have  found  that  the  gunpowder  of  rviM 

most  of  them.     There   are    now    republics  is  far  the  fittest  for  making  <Hher  ndni,  wd 

in  Italy,  in  Germany,  and  in  Switzerland,  so  ad  iv^nitum.     They  have  cdci:^ted  wkl 

which  do  not  possess  any  thing  like  so  fair  quantity  of  matter  convertible  into  nitre  is  li 

and  ample  a  domain.     There  is  a  scope  for  be  found    in  Bedford  house,  in  WoocBwi 

seven  philosophers  to  proceed  in  their  aiialyti-  Abbey,  and  in  what  his  grace  and  his  tn» 

cal  experiments,  upon  Harrington's  seven  diP-  tees  have  still  suflTered  to  stand  of  that  fooKA 

ferent  forms  of  republics,  in  the  acres  of  this  royalist  Inigo   Jones,    in    Covent   Ganka. 

one  duke.     Hitherto  they  have  been  wholly  Churdies,    play-houses,     c<^ee-hoases,   tl 

unproductive  to  speculation  ;  fitted  for  nothing  aUke  are  destined  to  be  minted,  and  eqait> 

but    to    fatten    bullocks,    and    to    produce  ized,  and  blended  into  one  common  rabUiA; 

grain  for  beer,  still  more  to  stupify  the  doll  and  well  sifted,  and  Kxivtated,  to  ciystaliM 

English    understanding.    Abb^    Sieyes   has  into  true  democratic  explosive  insnrrectioMrj 

whole  nests  of  pigeon-holes  full  of  constitutions  nitre.     Their  academy  del   Citemento  (per 

ready  made,  ticketed,  sorted,  and  numbered ;  antiphrasin)  with  Morveau  and  Hassenfitli 

suited  to  every  season  and  every  fancy ;  some  at  its  head,  have  computed  that  the  brafs 

with  the  top  ofthe  pattern  at  the  bottom,  and  sans-culottes  may  make  war  on  all  the  ariflto* 

some  with  the  bottom  at  the  top ;  some  plain,  cracy  of  Europe  for  a  twelve-month,  out  ofdw 

some     flowered;     some    distinguished     for  rubbish  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  buiklii^.* 

their  simplicity ;  others  for  their  Complexity ;        .-«       ,       ...  u!u.utj-«f 

^^^  ^u.   j1i  ^-.^t       J    n    •  ♦  There  is  nothing,  on  which  the  leaden  of 

some  of  blood  colour ;  some  of  6oue  de  Pans ;  t^e  republic,  one  ancl  indivisible,  value  them, 

some  with  directories,  others  without  a  direc-  selves,  more  than  on  the  chymical  openttion^ 

tion ;  some  with  councils  of  elders,  and  coun-  by  which,  through  science,  Uiey  convert  thf 

cUs  of  youngsters  ;  some  without  any  councU  ?"?«  of  aristocracy  to  an  inscruinem  of  tes  owi 

.«  -II      o  3       u       *L      1    .         iT  ^^"  destruction— on  the  operations  by  which  thej 

at  au.    Some  wliere  the  electors  choose  the  reduce  the  magnificent  ancient  country  seats  rf 

representatives;  others,  where  the  represen-  the  nobility,  decorated  with  the  feudal mwtf 

tatives  choose  the  electors.    Some  in  long  Duke,  Marquis,  or  Earl,  into  magazines  flf 

coats,  >md  some  in  short  cloaks ;  some  with  J?*'  /{j^^    ^j",  JS?°£**'f??*^  cJ^f^Z^ 

•%.n*.i,v»n<> .    »^—  — '.u     *  u       L         «  They  tell  us.  that  hitherto  things  "had  not  yet 

pantaloons;    some  without  breeches.     Some  been  properly  and  in  a  revolutionary  maaner 

with  hye  shilling  qualifications;  some  totally  explored.»»—"  The  strong  ehateaus,  those /es- 

unqualified.    So  that  no  constitution-fancier  ^^  fortresses,  that  t^ere  ordered  to  b€  demol- 

may  go  unsuited  from  his  shop,  provided  he  **^*'''  attr«:ted  next  the  attention  of  your  com. 

!/«»«.«  *»»f^^  ..r  ..-11  •         *™  ""  mittee.  ^a<ure  there  had  aecrel/y  regained  her 

loves  a  pattern  of  pillage,  oppression,  arbitrary  rights,  and  had  produced  salt-petVe  for  the  pur. 

imprisonment,    confiscation,    exile,     revolu-  po«c,  as  it  should  seem,  o//ac/7itotfn^  I**  ere* 

tionary  judgment,  and  legalized  premeditated  «*'»<"*  of  your  decree  by  preparing  the  smsm 

murder,  in  any  shapes  into  which  they  can  be  f '^^^^'^''H^vv.  ^''•°"  r  Sf ®  ru/nj,  which  sftfl 

...,♦      xxn.  .       •*    vl-     .t-     ""'"""'/  ^«"*  "^  /rot^nonthe  liberties  of  the  republic,  we  have 

put.     What  a  pity  it  is,  that  the  progress  of  extracted  the  means  of  producmg  gooA :  and 

experimental  philosophy  shoukl  be  checked  those  piles,  which  have  hitherto  glutted  the 

by  his  grace's  monopoly!    Such  are  their  P"«fco/"<fc»pote,  and  covered  the  plots  La  Vea. 

■entiinpnta  T  oami^  M«; .  «.^i.  :.  ♦u«j- 1—  dee,  Will  soon  fbmish  wherewithal  to  tama  tat 

sentimente,  I  assure  htm ;  such  is  their  Ian-  traitors,  and  to  overwhelm  the  disafTectedn— 

guaga  when  they  dare  to  speak;  and  such  The refte^'otia et<»'e« also, have affontodm large 
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Vliiile  the  Morrcuiz  and  Priesdeja  are  pro-  purple  or  blue  and  buff.    They  will  not  trouble 

ding   with    these   ezperimcnts    upon  the  tftetr  heads,  with  what  part  of  ki$  head,  his 

iho  of  Bedford's  houses,  the  Sieyes,  and  the  hair  is  cut  from ;  and  they  will  look  with  equal 

I  «f  the  analytical  le^slators,  and  coostitu-  respect  on  a  tonsure  and  a  crop.    Their  only 

i^Tenders;  are  quite  as  busy  in  their  trade  questicm    will   be    that    of  their   Legendref 

ileoomposing  or^ganization,  in  forming  his  or  some  other  of  their  legislative  butchers, 

lee^B  Tassals  into  primary  assemblies,  na-  how  he  cuts  up?  how  he  tallows  in  the  cawl 

smI  guards,  first,  second  and  third  requisi-  or  in  the  kidneys? 

■era,  committees  of  research,  conductors  of  Is  it  not  a  singular  phenomenon,  that  whilst 

•  tiaTelling  guillatine,  judges  of  revolution-  the  sans-culotte  carcase-butchers,  and  the  phi- 

7  tribunals,  legidative  hang-men,  super-  kMiophers  uf  the  shamUes,  are  pricking  ^eir 

tnrs  of  doooiciliary  visitation,  exactors  of  dotted  lines    upon    his    hide,  and   like   the 

teed  loans,  and  assessors  of  the  maximum.  print  of  the  poor  ox  that  we  see  at  the  shop 

The  din  of  all  this  smithery  may  some  time  windows  at  Charing  cross,  alive  as  he  is,  and 

I  «tber  possibly  awake  this  noble  duke,  and  diinking  no  harm  in  the  worid,  he  is  di- 

mJk  him  to  an  endeavour  to  save  some  little  vided  into  rumps,  and  sirloins,  and  briskets, 

BMtlir  firom  their  experimental  philosophy,  and  into  all  sorts  of  pieces  for  roasting,  boiling, 

f  he  pleads  his  grants  firom  the  crown,  he  is  and  stewing,   that    all   the   while  ^ey  are 

at  the  outset.    If  he  pleads  he  has  re-  measuring  him  his  grace  is  measuring  me  ; 

then  fipom  the  pillage  of  superstitious  is  invidiously  comparing  the  bounty  of  the 

lions,  this  indeed  will  stagger  them  a  crown  with  the  deserts  of  the  defender  of  his 

illli,  because  they  are  enemies  to  all  corpora-  order,  and  in  the  same  moment  &wning  on 

and  to  all  rriigion.    However,  they  will  those  who  have  the  knife  half  out  of  the  sheath 

reeoTOT  tbenraelves,  and  will  tdl  his  — foor  innocent ! 
,  or  his  learned  council,  thatall such  pro- 

|Mty  bekmgs  to  the  nation ;  and  that  it  wouM  Pleased  to  the  last  he  crops  the  flow*rv  food, 

ha  nme  wise  for  him,  if  he  wishes  to  live  the  And  licks  the  hand  just  rals'd  to  shed  his  biood. 
maral  terra  of  a  et(izen,  (that  is,  according 

ta  Condorce^s  calculation,    six   months   on  No  man  lives  too  long,  who  lives  to  do  with 

M  Kverage,)  not  to  pass  for  an  usurper  upon  spirit,  and  suffer  with  resignation,  what  Pro- 

Hm  national  property.     This  is  what  the  ser-  vidence  pleases  to  command  or  inflict ;  but 

jimCi  at  law  of  the  rights  of  roan,  will  say  to  indeed  they  are  sharp  incommodities  which  be- 

Iha  puny  ng^tpmideei  of  the  common  law  of  set  old  age.    It  was  but  the  other  day,  that  on 

Ki^nd.  potting  in  order  some  things  which  had  been 

Is  the  genius  of  philosophy  not  yet  known  ?  brought  here  on  my  taking  leave  of  London 

Ton  any  as  well  think  the  garden  of  the  Thuil-  for  ever,  I  looked  over  a    number  of  fine 

Wies  was  wdl  protected  with  the  cords  of  portraits,  most  of  them  of  persons  now  dead, 

ribbon  insultin^y  stretdied  by  the  national  but  whose  society  in  my  better  days,  made 

tmmMj  to  keep  the  sovereign  canaille  fiom  this  a  proud  and  happy  place.    Among  these 

■biding  on  the  retirement  of  the  poor  king  </  was  the  picture  of  Lord  Keppel.    It  was 

Ai  Frmdi,  as   that   such    flimsy  cobwebs  painted  by  an  artist  worthy  of  the  subject, 

«fl  stand  between  the  savages  of  the  revolu-  the  excellent  friend  of  that  excellent  man  from 

thn  and  their  natural  prey.    Deep  philos-  their  earliest  youth,  and  a  common  friend  of 

<plnni  are  no  triflers ;  brave  sans-cuk>ttes  are  us  both,    with   whom   we    lived   for  many 

!•  ftnnalists.     They  will  no  more  regard  a  years  without  a  moment  of  coklness,  o(  pee- 

Map^b  of  Tavistock  than  an  Abbot  of  Ta-  vishness,  of  jeakmsy,  or  of  jar,  to  the  day  of 

iwktk ;  the  Lord  of  Woodbum  will  not  be  our  final  separation. 

■oie  rsspectable  in  their  eyes  than  the  Prior  I  ever  looked  on  Lord  Keppel  as  one  of  the 

if  Woodbura ;  they  will  make  no  difference  greatest  and  best  men  of  his  age ;  and  I  loved, 

btlireen  the  superior  <^  a  Covent  Garden  of  and   cultivated   him   accordingly.    He    was 

MM  and  of  a  Covent  Garden  <^  another  de-  much  in  my  heart,  and  I  believe  I  was  in  his 

leription.    They  wiU  not  care  a  rush  whether  to  the  very  last  beat.    It  was  after  his  trial  at 

Uieoat  is  long  or  short;  whether  the  colour  be  Portsmouth  that  he  gave  me  this  picture. 

With  what  zeal  and  anxious  affection  I  at- 

OMMi^  of  saltpetre.    Commune  •OffrancMe,  tended  him  through  that  his  agony  of  glory, 

(that  is,  the  noble  city  of  Lyons  reduced  In  ^j^j     ^  my  son  in  the  early  flush  and  en- 

HMny  nans  to  a  heap  of  ruins)  and  Toulon  will  rf.„  •  ..^  «r  u:-  ^i^«^  .»«!  «iil  »;»«.  r^^kum. 

myiJSsndtributetoourartUlery."    Report  thusiasm  of  his  virtue,  wd  the  pious  pasawo 

« Febrsary,  1T94.  with  which  he  attached  hunadf  to  all  my 
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ooanectioDfi  with  what  prodigality  we  both  capackwa  of  both.    His  fiunily  was  noble,  tai 

squandered  ourselves  in  courting  ^most  every  it  was  Dutch :  that  is,  he  was  of  the  aldMl 

sort  of  mmity  for  his  sake,  I  believe  he  felt,  and  porest  nobility  that  Europe  can  bosi^ 

just  as  I  should  have  felt,  such  friendship  on  among  a  people  renowned  aboye  all  odieis  fir 

suck    an    occasion.      I    partook    indeed  of  love  of  their  native  land.   Though  it  was  nevisr 

this  h<»iour,  with  several  of  the  first,  and  best,  riiewn  in  inmlt  to  any  human  being,  hod 

and  ablest  in  the  kingdom,  but  I  was  behind  Keppel  was  something  high.     It  was  a  wfli    ' 

hand  with  none  of  them ;  and  I  am  sure,  that  stock  of  pride,  on  which  the  tenderest  of  dl 

if  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  this  nation,  and  hearts  had  grafled  the  milder  virtues.    Hi 

to  the  total  annihilation  (^  every  trace  of  hon-  valued  ancient  nobility :  and  he  was  not  dim* 

our  and  virtue  in  it,  things  had  taken  a  differ-  dined  to  augment  it  with  new  honours.   Hi 

ent  turn  from  what  they  did,  I  should  have  at-  valued  the  old  nobility  and  the  new,  not  as  a 

tended  him  to  the  quorterndeck  with  no  less  excuse  for  inglorious  sloth,  but  as  an  iociH* 

good  will  and  more  pride,   though  with  iar  ment  to  virtuous  activity.     He  considered  'A 

other  feelings,  than  I  partook  d  the  general  as  a  sort  of  cure  for  selfishness  and  a  narrov 

flow  of  national  joy  that  attended  the  justice  mind ;  conceiving  that  a  man  bom  in  an  di* 

that  was  done  to  his  virtue.  vated  place,  in  himself  was  nothing,  bntereiy 

Pardon,  my  lord,  the  feeble  garrulity  (rf'age,  thing  in  what  went  before,  and  what  wuli 

which  loves  to  diffuse  itself  in  discourse  of  come  after  him.    Without  much  specuh^ioBi 

the  departed  great.    At  my  years  we  live  in  but  by  the  sure  instinct  of  ingenuous  feel* 

retrospect    alone :    and,    wholly    unfitted    for  ings,  and  by  the  dictates  of  plain  unsophistt* 

the  society  of  vigorous  life,  we  enjoy,  the  best  cated  natural  understanding,  he  folt  that  M 

balm  to  all  wounds,  the  consolation  of  friend-  great  commonwealth  could  by  any  posaobilitf 

ship,  in  those  only  whom  we  have  lost  for  long  subsist,  without  a  body  of  some  kind  or  odk* 

ever.     Feeling  the  loss  of  Lord  Keppel  at  all  er  of  nobility,  decorated  with  honour,  and  ibrtt-  | 

times,  at  no  time  did  I  feel  it  so  much,  as  on  fied  by  privilege.    This  nobility  'forms  die 

the  first   day  when  I   was  attacked  in  the  chain  that  connects  the  ages  of  a  nation,  wbidi    ' 

house  of  lords.  otherwise  (with  Mr.  Paine)  would  soon  be 

Had  he  lived,  that  reverend  form  would  taught   that  no  one  generation  can  bind  an* 

have  risen  in  its  place,  and  with  a  mild,  pa-  other.    He  felt  that  no  political  fabric  could 

rental  reprehension  to  his  nephew  the  Duke  of  be  well  made  without  some  such  order  of 

Bedford,  he  would  have  told  him  that  the  favour  things  as  might,  through  a  series  of  time,affisd 

<^that  gracious  prince,  who  had  honoured  his  a  rational  hope  of  securing  unity,  cohereooe, 

virtues  with  the  government  of  the  navy  of  consistency,  and  stability  to  the  state.    He  felt 

Great  Britain,  and  with  a  seat  in  the  heredi-  that  nothing  else  can  protect  it  against  die 

tary  great  council  of  his  kingdom,  was  not  levity  of  courts,  and  the  greater  levity  of  the 

undeservedly  shewn  to  the  friend  of  the  best  multitude.     That  to  talk  of  hereditary  moo- 

porlion  of  his  life,  and  his  faithful  companion  archy  without  any  thing  else  of  hereditary  is* 

and  counsellor  under  his    rudest  trials.    He  verence  in  the  commonwealth,  was  a  low* 

would  have  told  him,  that  to  whomever  else  minded  absurdity ;  fit  only  for  those  detestable 

these  reproaches    might    be  becoming,  they  "fools  aspiring  to  be  knaves,"  who  begu 

were  not  decorous  in  his  near  kindred.    He  to  forge   in  1789,  the  folse  money  of  the 

would  have  told  him  that  when  men  in  that  French  constitution— That  it  is  one  &tal  objeo* 

rank  lose  decorum,  they  lose  every  thing.  tion  to  all  new  fancied  and  neto/obricoledrepib- 

On  that  day  I  had  a  loss  in  Lord  Keppel ;  lies,  (among  a  people,  who,  once  ponessiaf 

but  the  public  loss  of  him  in  this  awful  cri-  such  an  advantage,  have  wickedly  and  iosi- 

sis !    I  speak  from  much  knowledge  of  lently  rejected  it,)  tfiat  the  pr^fiidtcs  of  an  flU 

the  person,  he  never  would  have  listened  to  nobility  is  a  thing  that  cannol  be  made.    It  may 

any  compromise  with  the  rabble  rout  of  this  be  improved,  it  may  be  corrected,  it  may  be 

sans-culotterie  of  France.    His  goodness  erf"  replenished :  men  may  be  taken  from  it,  * 

heart,  his  reason,  his  taste,  his  public  duty,  his  aggregated  to  it,  but  the  things  itf^f  is  matter 

principles,  his  prejudices,  would  have  repelled  of  inveterate  opinion,  and  therefore   ean^ 

him  for  ever  from  all  connection  with  that  hor-  be  matter  of  mere  positive  institution.    Hefeltf 

rid  medley  <^  madness,  vice,  impiety,  and  that  this  nobility,  in  fact  does  not  exist  in 

crime.  wrong  of  other  ordere  of  the  state,  but  by  thflOi 

Lord  Keppel  had  two  countries;  one  of.  and  for  them, 
descent,  and  one  of  birth.    Their  interest  and        I  knew  the  man  I  speak  of;  and,  if  we  eiB 

iStmr  glory  are  the  same ;  and  hia  mind  was  divine  the  future,  out  of  what  we  oo&ect  fio* 
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fte  past,  no  person  living  would  look  with  dered  country,  have  poured  out  innumerable 
■ore    scorn    and   horronr    on    the    impious  swarms  <^  the  lowest,  and  at  once  the  roost 
Mffunde  committed  on  all  their  ancestry,  and  destructive  of  the  classes  of  animated  -nature, 
■  the  despemte  attainder,  passed  on  all  their  which,  like  columns  of  locusts,  have  laid  waste 
MMterity,  by  the  Orieans,  and  the  Rochefou-  the  fairest  part  of  the  world  ? 
mlts,  and  the  Fayettes,  and  the  Viscomtes  Would  Keppel  have  borne  to  see  the  ruin  of 
le  NoaiUes,  and  the  fidse  Perigords,  and  the  the  virtuous  patricians,  that  h&ppy  union  of 
OBg  e<  c^Btera  of  the  perfidious  sans  culottes  of  the  noble  and  the  burgher,  who  with  signal 
1»  coart,  who  like  demoniacs,  possessed  with  prudence  and  integrity,  had  long  governed 
a  spirit  of  fiiUen  pride,  and  inverted  ambi-  the  cities  of  the  confederate  republic,  the  che- 
:ian,  abdicated  their  dignities,  disowned  their  rising  fathers  of  their  country,  who,  denying 
inulies,    betrayed    the  most    sacred    (£  all  commerce  to    themselves,   made    it  flourish 
tnslB,  and  by  breaking  to  pieces  a  great  link  in  a  manner  unexampled  under  their  pro- 
of aociety,  and  all  the  cramps  and  headings  of  tection  ?    Could  Keppel  have  borne  that  a 
die  state,  brought  eternal  confusion  and  deso-  vile  (action  shouki  totally  destroy  this  harmo- 
lation  on  their  country.    For  the  fate  of  the  nious  construction,  in  favour  of  a  robbing  demo- 
■uoereant  pnrricides  themselves  he  would  have  cracy ,  founded  on  the  spurious  rights  of  roan  ? 
liad  no  pity.     Compassion  for  the  myriads  of  He  was  no  great  clerk,  but  he  was  perfectly 
VBO,  of  whom  the  world  was  net  worthy,  who  well  versed  in  the  interests  of  Europe,  and  he 
lij  their  means  have  perished  in  prisons,  or  could  not  have  heard  with  patience,  that  the 
OB  scaflTolds,  or  are  pining  in  beggary  and  ex-  country  of  Grotius,  the  cradle  of  the  law 
ik,  would  leave  no  room  in  his,  or  in  any  of  nations,  and  one  of  the  richest  repositories 
weB-fimned  mind,  for  any  such  sensation.  We  of  all  law,   should    be    taught  a  new  code 
are  not  made  at  once  to  pity  the  oppressor  and  by  the  ignorant  flippancy  of  Thomas  Paine, 
4m  oppressed.  the    presumptuous    foppery     of    Lafayette, 
hocking   to   his   Batavian  descent,  how  with  his  stolen  rights  of  man  in  his  hand, 
could  he  bear  to  behold  his  kindred,  the  de-  the  wild  profligate  intrigue  and  turbulence  of 
■cendentsofthe  brave  nobility  of  Holland,  whose  Marat,  and  the  impious  sophistry  of  Condor- 
Uood  prodigally  poured  out,  had,  more  than  cet,  in  his  insolent  addresses  to  the  Batavian 
•I  the  canals,  meers,  and  inundations  of  their  republic  ? 

country,  protected  their  independence,  to  Could  Keppel,  who  idolized  the  house  of 
Mioid  them  bowed  in  the  basest  servitude,  Nassau,  who  was  himself  given  to  England, 
to  the  basest  and  vilest  of  ihe  human  race;  along  with  the  blessing  of^the  British  and 
fal  servitude  to  those  who  in  no  respect  were  Dutch  revolutions;  with  revolutions  of  stability; 
nperioor  in  dignity,  or  could  aspire  to  a  bet-  with  revolutions  which  consolidated  and  mar- 
tor  fkux  flian  &t  (^hangmen  to  the  tyrants,  ried  the  liberties  and  the  interests  of  the  two 
to  whose  sceptered  pride  they  had  opposed  an  nations  for  ever,  could  he  see  the  fountain  of 
deration  of  soul,  that  surmounted,  and  over-  British  liberty  itself  in  servitude  to  France  ? 
pNrerad  the  lofliness  of  Castile,  the  haughti-  Could  he  see  with  patience  a  prince  of  Orange 
Mss  of  Austria,  and  the  overbearing  arrogance  expelled  as  a  sort  of  diminutive  despot,  with 
flf Prance?  every  kind  of  contumely,  from  the  country, 
Could  he  with  patience  bear,  that  the  chil-  which  that  family  of  deliverers  had  so  often  res- 
4na  of  tiiat  nobility,  who  would  have  deluged  cued  from  slavery,  and  obliged  to  live  in  exile 
ftnr  country  and  given  it  to  the  sea,  rather  in  another  country  which  owes  its  liberty  to 
ftn  submit  to  Louis  XIV .  who  was  then  in  his  house  ? 

lb  meridian  glory,  when  his  arms  were  con-  Would  Keppel  have  read  with  patience, 
iscted  by  the  Turennes,  by  the  Luxembourgs,  that  the  conduct  he  held  on  such  occasions 
kf  die  Boofflers ;  when  his  councils  direct-  was  to  become  short  by  the  knees  to  the  fac- 
ed by  the  Colberts,  and  the  Louvois  ;  tion  of  the  homicides,  to  entreat  them  quietly 
ufaeD  his  tribunals  were  filled  by  the  Lamoig-  to  retire  ?  or  if  the  fortune  of  war  should  drive 
■M  and  the  Daguessaus^that  these  should  them  firom  their  first  wicked  and  unprovoked 
ke  given  up  to  the  cruel  sport  of  the  Piche-  invasion,  that  no  security  should  be  taken, 
pas,  the  Jourdans,  the  Santerres,  under  the  "  no  arrangement  made,  no  barrier  formed, 
Rolands,  and  Brissots,  and  Gorsas,  and  Ro-  no  alliance  entered  into  for  the  security  of 
beRpierres,  the  Reubels,  the  Camots,  and  Tal-  that,  which  under  a  foreign  name  is  the  most 
liens,  and  Dantons,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  precious  part  of  England?  What  would  he 
regicides,  robbers,  and  revolutionary  judges,  havo  said,  if  it  was  even  proposed  that  the 
mt  fiom  the  rotten  carcase  of  their  own  mar-  Austrian  Netherlands  (which  ought  to  be  a 
Voi.  n.— 14 
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btrrier  to  HoUanJ,  and  the  tie  ol  an  alliance,  to  of  his  &ithful  people :   But  bad  I  stood  aloos 

protect  her  against  any  species  of  rule  that  to  counsel,  and  that  all  were  determined  to  h» 

migfatbeereeted,orevenbeiestored  in  France)  guided  by  my  advice,  and  to  follow  it  inqiii- 

afaould  be  formed  into  a  republic  under  her  in-  citly — then  I  should  have  been  the  sole  aa> 

fluence,  and  dependent  upon  her  power  ?  thor  of  a  war.     But   it  riiould  have  been  i 

But  above  all,  what  would  he  have  said,  if  war  on  my  ideas  and  my  principles.  How- 
he  had  heard  il  made  a  matter  of  accusation  ever,  let  his  grace  think  as  he  may  of  my  de- 
against  me,  by  his  nephew  the  Duke  of  Bed-  merits  with  regard  to  the  war  with  regicide,  ho 
ford,  that  I  was  the  author  of  the  war?  Had  I  will  find  my  guilt  confined  to  that  alone.  He 
a  mind  to  keep  that  high  distinction  to  myself,  never  shall,  with  the  smallest  colour  (treason, 
as  from  pride  I  might,  but  from  justice  I  dare  accuse  me  of  being  the  author  of  a  peace 
not,  he  would  have  snatched  his  share  of  it  with  regicide.  But  that  is  high  matter; 
from  my  hand,  and  held  it  with  the  grasp  of  a  and  ought  not  to  be  mixed  with  any  thing  of 
dying  convulsion  to  his  end.  so  little  moment,  as  what  may  belong  tome, 

It  would  be  a  most  arrogant  presumption  in  or  even  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
me  to  assume  to  myself  the  glory  of  what  be-  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

kmgs  to  his  majesty,  and  to  his  ministers,  and  to  EDMUND  BURKE, 

his  parliament,  and  to  the  far  greater  majority 
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THREE    LETTERS    ADDRESSED   TO    A   MEMBER   OF   THE    PRESENT   PARLIAMEHT ;   OS 
THE    PROPOSALS   FOR   PEACE    WITH    THE   REGICIDE    DIRECTORY 

OF   FRANCE.      1796. 


LETTER  I.  ther  for  thought  or  for  action,  I  am  at  the  end 

ON  THE  OVERTURES  OF  PEACE.  of  my  Career.    You  are  in  the  middle  of  yours. 

MT  DEAR  SIR,  In  what  part  of  its  orbit  the  nation,  with 

Ot7R  last  conversation,  though  not  in  the  tone  which  wo  are  carried  along,  moves  at  this 

of  absolute  despondency,  was  far  from  cheer-  instant,  it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture.    It  maji 

ful.     We  could  not  easily  account  for  some  perhaps,  be  far  advanced  in  its  aphelion. — But 

unpleasant    appearances.      They    were    re-  when  to  return  ? 

presented  to  us  as  indicating  the  state  of  the  Not  to  lose  ourselves  in  the  infinite  void  of 
popular  mind ;  and  they  were  not  at  all  what  the  conjectural  worlds  our  business  is  with 
we  should  have  expected  from  our  old  ideas  what  is  likely  to  be  affected  for  the  better  or 
even  of  the  faults  and  vices  of  the  English  tlie  worse,  by  the  wisdom  or  weakness  of 
character.  The  disastrous  events  which  our  plans.  In  all  speculations  upon  men  and 
have  followed  one  upon  another  in  a  long  un-  human  affairs,  it  is  of  no  small  moment  todis* 
broken  funeral  train,  moving  in  a  procession,  tinguish  things  of  accident  from  permanent 
that  seemed  to  have  no  end,  these  were  not  the  causes,  and  from  effects  that  cannot  be  alter* 
principal  causes  of  our  dejection.  We  feared  ed.  It  is  not  every  irregularity  in  our  move- 
more  from  what  threatened  to  fail  within,  ment  that  is  a  total  deviation  from  our  course, 
than  what  menaced  to  oppress  us  from  I  am  not  quite  of  the  mind  of  those  specula- 
abroad.  To  a  people  who  have  once  been  tors,  who  seem  assured,  that  necessarily,  and 
proud  and  great,  and  great  because  they  were  by  the  constitution  of  things,  all  states  have 
proud,  a  change  in  the  national  spirit  is  the  the  same  periods  of  infancy,  manhood,  and  de- 
most  terrible  of  all  revolutioijs.  crepitude,  that  are  found  in  the  individuals  who 

I  shall  not  live  to  behold  the  unravelling  of  compose  them.     Parallels  of  this  sort  rather 

the  intricate  plot,  which   saddens  and  per-  furnish  similitudes  to  illustrate  or  to  adorn, 

plexes  the  awful  drama  of  Providence,  now  act-  than  supply  analogies  from  whence  to  reason, 

ing  on  the  moral  theatre  of  the  world.    Whe-  The  objects  whi(£  are  attempted  to  be  forced 
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lalogy  are  not  found  in  the  same  durable  greatness.     All  this  has  happened 
zistence.     Individuals  are  physical  without  any  apparent  previous  change  in  the 
3Ject  to  laws  universal  and  invari-  general  circumstances  which  had  brought  on 
3  immediate  cause  acting  in  these  their  distress.     The  death  of  a  man  at  a  criti- 
be  obscure :  the  general  results  are  cal  juncture,  his  disgust,  his  retreat,  his  dis- 
'  certain  calculation.     But  common-  grace,  have  brought  innumerable  calamities  on 
e  not  physical  but  moral  essences,  a  whole  nation.    A  common  soldier,  a  child,  a 
artificial'combinations ;  and  in  their  girl  at  the  door  of  an  inn,  have  changed  the 
efficient  cause,  the  arbitrary  pro-  fiice  of  fortune,  and  almost  of  nature. 
d£  the  human  mind.    We  are  not  Such,  and  of\en  influenced  by  sudi  causes, 
inted  with  the  laws  which  neces-  has  commonly  been  the  fate  of  monarchies  of 
uence  the  stability  of  that  kind  of  long  duration.    They  have  their  ebbs  and  their 
e  by  that  kind  of  agent.     There  is  flows.     This  has  been  eminently  the  fate 
physical  order  (with  which  they  do  of  the  monarchy  of  France.     There  have  been 
r  to  hold  any  assignable  connection)  times  in  which    no    power  has  ever    been 
cause  by  which  any  of  those  fabrics  brought  so  low.    Few  have  ever  flourished  in 
essarily   grow,  flourish,  or  decay  ;  greater  glory.    By  turns  elevated  and  depres- 
y  opinion,  does  the  moral  world  pro-  sed,  that  power  had  been,  on  the  whole,  rather 
thing  more  determinate  on  that  sub-  on  the  increase ;  and  it  continued  not  only 
what  may  serve  as  an  amusement,  powerful  but  formidable  to  the  hour  of  the 
ideed,  and  ingenious,  but  still  only  an  total  ruin  of  the  monardiy.    This  fall  of  the 
nt)   for  speculative   men.    I  doubt  monarchy  was  far  from,  being  preceded   by 
he  history  of  mankind  is  yet  complete  any  exteriour  symptoms  of  decline.     The  in- 
if  ever  it    can    be    so,  to  furnish  teriour  were  not  visible  to  every  eye ;  and 
for  a  sure  theory  on  the   internal  a  thousand  accidents  might  have  prevented 
tiich  necessarily  afiect  the  fortune  of  the  operation  of  what  the  most  clear-sighted 
I  am  far  from  denying  the  operation  were  not  able  to  discern,  nor  the  most  provi- 
luses :  but  they  are  infinitely  uncer-  dent  to  divine.    A  very  little  time  before  its 
much  more  obscure,  and  much  more  dreadful  catastrophe,  there  was  a  kind  of  ez- 
t>  trace,  than  the  foreign  causes  that  teriour  splendour  in  the  situation  of  the  crown, 
aise,  to  depress,  and  sometimes  to  which  usually  adds  to  government  strength 
n  a  community.  and  authority  at  home.     The  crown  seecned 
ten  impossible,  in  these  political  en-  then  to  have  obtained  some  of  the  most  splen- 
to  find  any  proportion  between  the  did  objects  of  state  ambition.    None  of  the 
force  of  any  moral  causes  we  may  continental  powers  of  Europe  were  the  ene- 
id  their  known  operation.    We  are  mies  of  France.     They  were  all,  either  tacit- 
obliged  to  deliver  up  that  operation  ly  disposed  to  her,  or  publicly  connected  with 
liance,  or  more  piously  (perhaps  more  her;  and  in  those  who  kept  the  most  aloof, 
)    to    the    occasional    interposition  there  was  little  appearance  of  jealousy;  of  ani- 
istible  hand  of  the  Great  Disposer,  mosity    there    was    no    appearance    at    all. 
<  seen  states  of  considerable  duration,  Tlie  British  nation,  her  great  preponderating 
'  ages  have  remained  nearly  as  they  rival,  she  had  humbled ;  to  all  appearance  she 
gun,    and    could    hardly    be    said  had  weakened  ,*  certainly  had  endangered,  by 
flow.     Some  appear  to  have  spent  cutting  ofi*  a  very  large,  and  by  far  the  roost 
>iir  at  their  commencement.     Some  growing  part  of  her  empire.    In  that  its  acm6 
ed  out  in  their  glory  a  little  before  of  human  prosperity  and  greatness,  in  the  high 
inction.     The  meridian  of  some  has  and  palmy  state  of  the  monarchy  of  France, 
most  splendid.     Others,  and  they  the  it  fell  to  the  ground  without  a  struggle.     It 
ramber,  have  fluctuated,  and  experi-  fell  without  any  of  those  vices  in  the  monarch, 
diflTerent  periods  of  their  existence  a  which  have  sometimes  been  the  causes  of  the 
iety  of  fortune.     At  the   very   mo-  fall  of  kingdoms,  but  which  existed,  without 
sn  some  of  them  seemed  plunged  in  any  visible  effect  on  the  state,  in  the  highest 
Able  abysses  of  disgrace  and  disaster,  degree    in    many    other    princes;    and,  far 
»  suddenly  emerged.     They  have  be-  from  destroying  their  power,  had  only  lefl 
w  course  and  opened  a  new  reckon-  some  slight  stains  on  their  character.     The 
even  in  the  depths  of  their  calami-  financial  difliculties  were  only  pretexts  and  in- 
on  the  very  ruins  of  their  country,  struraentsofthosewho  accomplished  the  ruin  of 
1  flie  foundations  of  a  towering  and  that  monarchv.    They  were  not  the  causesofH. 
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Deprived  of  the  old  government,  deprived  in  of  deliberate  sober  apprehensions,  we  may  a^ 

a  manner  (^ all  government,  France,  fidlen  as  a  rive  at  steady  fortitude.     Who  knows  whether  I. 

monarchy,  to  common  speculators  might  have  indignation  may  not  succeed  to  terrour,  and   ! 

appeared  more  likely  to  be  an  object  of  pity  the  revival  of  high  sentiment,  spuming  away  ^ 

or  insult,  according  to  the  disposition  of  the  the  delusion  of  a  safety  purchased  at  the  ex-   '' 

circumjacent  powers,  than  to  be  the  scourge  pense  of  glory,  may  not  yet  drive  us  to  that    ■' 

and  terrour  of  them  all :  but  out  c^he  tomb  of  generous  despair,  which  has  often  subdued 

the  murdered  monarchy  in  France,  has  arisen  distempers  in  the  state  for  which  no  remedj 

a  vast,  tremendous,  uiibrmed  spectre,  in  a  fiur  could  be  found  in  the  wisest  council, 
more  terri6c  guise  than  any  which  ever  yet        Other  great  states,  having  been  without  uxj 

have  overpowered  the  imagination,  and  sub-  regular  certain  course  of  elevation  or  dedioe, 

dued  tlie  fortitude  of  man.    Going  straight  for-  we  may  hope  that  the  British  fortune  may 

ward  to  its  eMi).unappalled  by  peril,  unoheck-  fluctuate  also ;  because  the  public  mind,  whidk 

ed  by  remorp^; -despising  all  common  maxims  gready  influences  that  fortune,  may  haveiti 

and  all  coranidii  oieans,  that  hideous  phantom  changes.     We  are  therefore  never  authorized 

overpowered  those  who  could  not  believe  it  to  abandon  our  country  to  its  &.te,  or  to  act  or 

was  possil;^  she  could  at  all  exist,  except  on  advise  as  if  it  had  no  resource.    There  is  no 

the  principles,  which  habit  rather  than  nature  reason  to  apprehend,  because  ordinary  means 

bad  persuaded  them  were  necessary  to  their  threaten  to  fail,  that  no  others  can  spring  up. 

own  particular  wel&re  and  to  their  own  ordi-  Whilst  our  heart  is  whole,  it  will  find  means, 

nary  modes  of  action.    But  the  constitution  or  make  them.     The  heart  of  the  citizen  is  a 

of  any  political  being,  as  well  as  that  of  any  perennial  spring  of  energy  to  the  state.    6e- 

physical  being,  ought  to  be  known,  before  one  cause  the  pulse  seems  to  intermit,  we  most 

can  venture  to  say  what  is  fit  for  its  conserva-  not  presume  that  it  will  cease  instantly  to  beat, 

tion,  or  what  is  the  proper  means  of  its  power.  The  public  must  never  be  regarded  as  incura- 

The  poison  of  other  states  is  the  food  of  the  ble.    I  remember  in  the  beginning  of  what  has 

new  republic.      That  bankruptcy,  the  very  lately  been  called  the  seven  years'  war,  that  an 

apprehension  of  which  is  one  of  the  causes  as-  eloquent  writer  and  ingenious  speculator,  Dr. 

signed  for  the  fall  of  the  monarchy,  was  the  Brown,  upon  some  reverses  which  happened 

capital  on  which  she  opened  her  traffic  with  in  the  beginning  of  that  war,  puUished  an  ela- 

the  world.  borate  philosophical  discourse  to  prove  that  the 

The  republic  c^  regicide  with  an  annihilated  distinguishing  features  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
revenue,  with  defaced  nuuiufactures,  with  a  land  have  been  totally  changed,  and  that  a 
ruined  commerce,  with  an  uncultivated  and  frivolous  effeminacy  was  become  the  national 
half-depopulated  country,  with  a  discontented,  character.  Nothing  could  be  more  papdu 
distressed,  enslaved,  and  fiimished  people,  pas-  than  that  work.  It  was  thought  a  great  coo- 
sing  with  a  rapid,  eccentric,  incalculable  solation  to  us  the  light  people  of  this  country 
course,  from  the  wildest  anarchy  to  the  stem-  (who  were  and  are  light,  but  who  were  not 
est  despotism,  has  actually  conquered  the  finest  and  are  not  efieminate)  that  we  had  found  the 
parts  of  Europe,  has  distressed,  disunited,  de-  causes  of  our  misfortunes  in  our  vices, 
ranged,  and  broke  to  pieces  all  the  rest ;  and  Pythagoras  could  not  be  more  pleased  widi  his 
so  subdued  the  minds  of  the  ralers  in  every  leading  discovery.  But  whilst  in  that  spla>- 
nation,  that  hardly  any  resource  presents  itself  etic  mood  we  amused  ourselves  in  a  sour  crit- 
to  them,  except  that  of  entitling  themselves  to  ical  speculation,  of  which  we  wer6  ourselves 
a  conteinptuous  mercy  by  a  display  of  their  the  objects,  and  in  which  every  man  lost  his 
imbecility  and  meanness.  Even  in  their  particular  sense  of  the  public  disgrace  in  the 
greatest  military  eflTorts  and  the  greatest  dis-  epidemic  nature  of  the  distemper ;  whilst,  as 
play  of  their  fortitude,  they  seem  not  to  hope,  in  the  Alps,  Goitre  kept  Goitre  in  countenance; 
they  do  not  even  appear  to  wish,  the  extinc-  whilst  we  were  thus  abandoning  ourselves  to 
tion  of  what  subsists  to  their  etemal  ruin,  a  direct  confusion  of  our  inferiority  to  France, 
Their  ambition  is  only  to  be  admitted  to  a  and  whilst  many,  very  many,  were  ready  to 
more  favoured  class  in  the  order  of  servitude  act  upon  a  sense  of  that  inferiority,  a  few 
under  that  domineering  power.  months  effected  a  total  change  in  our  variaMe 

This  seems  the  temper  of  the  day.    At  first  minds.     We  emerged  from  the  gulph  of  that 

the  French    force  was  too  much  despised,  speculative  despondency;  and  were  buoyed 

Now  it  is  too  much  dreaded.    As  inconsider-  up  to  the  highest  .point  of  practical  vigour, 

ate  courage  has  given  way  to  irrational  fear,  Never  did  the  masculine  spirit  of  En^aod 

so  it  may  be  hoped,  that  through  the  medium  display  itself  with  more  energy,  nor  ever  did 
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genius  soar  with  a  prouder  pre-eminence  their  puny  existence ;  bat  a  great  state  is  too 
cr  France,  than  at  the  time  when  frivolity  mudienvied,toomuchdread^,tofind8aietyin 
d   efieminacy  had    been    at    least  tacitly  humiliation.     To  be  secure,  it  must  be  re- 
■knowledged  as  their  naticHial  character,  by  spected.     Power,  and  eminence,  and  con- 
e  good  people  of  this  kingdom.  sideration,  are  things  not  to  be  begged.     They 
For  one  (if  they  be  properly  treated)  I  dis-  must  be  commanded:  and  they  who  supplicate 
air  neither  of  the  public  fortune  or  of  the  for  mercy  from  others,  can  never  hope  for  jus- 
oblic  mind.     There  is  much  to  be  done  un-  tice  through  themselves.    What  justice  diey 
oobtedly,  and  much  to  be  retrieved.     We  are  to  obtain,  as  the  alms  of  an  enemy,  depends 
onst  walk  in  new  ways,  or  we  can  never  en-  upon  his  character ;  and  that  they  ought  weD 
xranter  our  enemy  in  his  devious  march,  to  know  before  they  implicitly  confide. 
We  are  not  at  an  end  of  our  struggle,  nor  near  Much  controversy  there  has  been  in  Parlia^ 
It.    Let  ua  not  deceive  ourselves :  we  are  at  ment,  and  not  a  little  among  us  out  of  doors, 
the  beginning  of  great  troubles.     I  readily  about  the  instrumental  means  c^  this  nation  to- 
Bcknowledge  that  the  state  of  public  affairs  is  wards  the  maintenance  of  her  dignity,  and  the 
infinitely  more  unpromising  than  at  the  period  assertion  of  her  rights.    On  the  most  elaborate 
I  have  just  now  alluded  to,  and  the  position  and  correct  detail  of  facts,  the  result  seems  to 
of  aO  the  powers  <^  Europe,  in  relati<m  to  us,  be,  that  at  no  time  has  the  wealth  and  power 
and  in  relation  to  each  other,  is  more  intricate  of  Great  Britain  been  so  considerable  as  it  is 
and  critical  beyond  all  comparison.    Difficult  at  this  very  perilous  moment.    We  have  a 
indeed  is  our  situation.    In  all  situations  of  vast  interest  to  preserve,  and  we  possess  great 
difficulty  men  will  be  influenced  in  the  part  means  of  preserving  it:  but  it  is  to  be  remem- 
th^  take,  not  only  by  the  reason  of  the  case,  bered  that  the  artificer  may  be  incumbered  by 
but  by  the  peculiar  turn  of  their  own  charac-  his  tools,  and  that  resource  may  be  among  im- 
tnr.    The  same  ways  to  safety  do  not  present  pediments.  If  wealth  is  the  obedient  and  labori- 
tbenselves  to  all  m^  nor  to  the  same  men  in  oos  slave  of  virtue  and  of  public  h<»K>ur,  then 
£ftrent  tempers.     There  is  a  courageous  wealth  is  in  its  place,  and  has  its  use :  but  if 
fvdom :  there  is  also  a  false  reptile  prudence,  this  order  is  changed,  and  the  honour  is  to  be 
the  result  not  of  caution  but  of  fear.    Under  sacrificed  to  the  conservation  of  riches,  riches 
misfortunes  it  often  happens  thiat  the  nerves  which  have  neither  eyes  nor  hands,  nor  any 
of  the  understanding  are  so  relaxed,  the  pres-  thing  truly  vital  in  them,  cannot  long  survive 
nag  peril  of  the  hour  so  completely  ccmfounds  the  being  of  their  vivifying  power,  their  legi- 
st the  &cnlties,  that  no  fiiture  danger  can  be  timate  masters,  and  their  potent  protectors, 
pnperly  provided  for,  can  be  justly  estiroatedi  If  we  command  our  wealth,  we  shall  be  rich 
can  be  so  much  as  fuHy  seen.    The  eye  of  the  Mid  free :  if  our  wealth  commands  us,  we  are 
mbd  is  dazzled  and  vanquished.    An  abject  poor  indeed.    We  are  bought  by  the  enemy 
(Sstnist  of  ourselves,  an  extravagant  admira-  with  the  treasure  firom  our  own  coffers.    Too 
tin  of  the  enemy,  present  us  with  no  hope  great  a  sense  of  the  value  of  a  subordinate  in- 
bnt  in  a  compromise  with  his  pride,  by  a  sub-  terest  may  be  the  very  source  of  its  danger,  aa 
BMsion  to  his  will.     This  eliort  plan  of  policy  well  as  the  certain  ruin  of  interests  of  a  supe- 
ttthe  only  counsel  which  will  <4>tain  a  hear-  riour  order.    Often  has  a  man  lost  his  all  be- 
ii^.    We  lounge  into  a  dark  gulj^  with  all  cause  he  would  not  submit  to  hazard  all  in  de- 
tbe  lash  precipitation  of  fear.    The  nature  of  fending  it.    A  display  of  our  wealth  before 
oearage  is,  without  a  question,  to  be  conver-  robbers  is  not  the  way  to  restrain  their  bold- 
ttt  with  danger ;  but  in  the  palpable  night  of  ness,  or  to  lessen  dieir  rapacity.    This  dis- 
thrir  terrours,  m&a  under  consternation  sup-  play  is  made,  I  know,  to  persuade  the  people 
pose,  not  that  it  is  the  danger,  which,  by  a  of  En^and  that  thereby  we  shall  awe  the 
nre  instinct,  calls  out  the  courage  to  resist  it,  enemy,  and  improve  the  terms  of  our  capitu- 
bot  that  it  is  the  courage  which  produces  the  lation :  it  is  made,  not  that  we  should  fight 
dnger.     They  therefore  seek  for  refuge  firom  vrirth  more  animation,  but  that  we  diould  sup- 
ftefar  fears  in  the  fears  themselves,  and  con-  plieate  with  better  hopes.    We  are  mistaken. 
Oder  a  ten^porising  meanness  as  the  only  We  have  an  enemy  to  deal  with  who  never 
iwrce  of  safety.  regarded  our  contests  as  a  measuring  and 
The  rules  and  definitions  of  prudence  can  weighing  of  purses.    He  is  the  Gaul  that  puts 
imly  be  exact ;  never  universal.    I  do  not  his  sword  into  the  scale.    He  is  more  tempted 
imy  that  in  small  truckling  states  a  timely  with  our  wealth  as  booty,  than  terrified  with 
rdifujiiiiuii  with  power  has  often  been  the  it  as  power.    But  let  us  be  rich  or  poor,  let 
and  the  ady  means,  of  drawing  out  ua  be  either  in  what  proportion  we  nay 


216  LETTERS  ON  A 

nature  ii  false  or  this  is  true,  that  where  pendent,  and  though  greatly  endangered,  was 
the  essential  public  force  (of  which  money  is  then  full  of  energy  and  spirit.     But  the  greit 
but  a  part)  is  in  any  degree  upon  a  par  in  a  resource  of  Europe  was  in  England :  not  iaa 
conflict  between  nations,  that  state  which  is  sort  of  England  detached  from  the  restoftJio 
resolved  to  hazard  its  existence  rather  than  to  world,  and  amusing  herself  with  the  puppet- 
abandon  its  object,  must  have  an  infinite  ad-  show  of  a  naval  power,  ( it  can  be  no  betto-, 
vantage  over  that  which  is  resolved  to  yield  vvhilst  all  the  sources  of  that  power,  and  of 
rather  than  to  carry  its  resistance  beyond  a  every  sort  of  power,  are  precarious)  but  io 
certain  point.    Humanly  speaking,  that  peo-  that  sort  of  England,  who  c<msidered  herself  as 
pie  which  bounds  its  efibrts  only  with  its  be-  embodied  with  Europe;  but  in  that  sort  of 
ing,  must  give  the  law  to  that  nation  which  England,  who,  sympathetic  with  the  adversi^ 
wUl  not  push  its  opposition  bey(Hid  its  con-  or  the  happiness  of  mankind,  felt  that  nothing 
yenience.  in  human  affairs  was  fix-eign  to  her.    We 
If  we  look  to  nothing  but  our  domestic  con-  n>&7  consider  it  as  a  sure  axiom  that,  asoD 
dition,  the  state  of  the  nation  is  full  even  to  tl^e  <^e  hand  no  confederacy  <^  the  least  effeet 
plethory ;  but  if  we  imagine  that  this  country  or  duration  can  exist  against  France,  (rf'whidi 
can  long  maintain  its  blood  and  its  food,  as  England  is  not  only  a  part,  but  the  head,  so 
disjoined  from   the  community  of  mankind,  neither  can  England  pretend  to  cope  with 
such  an  opinion  does  not  deserve  refutation  as  France  but  as  connected  with  the  body  of 
absurd,  but  pity  as  insane.  Christendom. 

I  do  not  know  that  such  an  improvident  and  Our  account  c^  the  war,  as  a  war  of  com' 

stupid    selfishness  deserves    the   discussion,  Ttiunioiif  to  the  very  point  in  which  we  began 

which,  perhaps,  I  may  bestow  upon  it  here-  to  throw  out  lures,  oglings,  and  glances  fi)r 

afler.     We  cannot  arrange  with  our  enemy  in  peace,  was  a  war  of  disaster  and  oflitde  dse. 

the  present  conjuncture,  without  abandoning  The  independent  advantages  obtained  by  us  at 

the  interest  of  mankind.     If  we  look  only  to  ^^  beginning  of  the  war,  sind  which  v/erfi  made 

our  own  petty  peculium  in  the  war,  we  have  a-'  ^^^  expense  of  that  common  cause,  if  they 

had  some  advantages ;  advantages  ambiguous  deceive  us  about  our  largest  and  our  surest 

in  their  nature,  and  dearly  bought.     We  have  interests,  are    to   be    reckoned    among  oui 

not    in    the   slightest  degree    impaired    the  heaviest  losses. 

strength  of  the  common  enemy  in  any  one  of  The  allies,  and  Great  Britain  among  the 

those  points  in  which  his  particular  force  con-  i^^st,  (and  perhaps  amcmg  the  foremost)  ha?e 

sists ;  at  the  same  time  that  new  enemies  to  ^^^i^  miserably  deluded  by  this  great  fliDda' 

ourselves,  new  allies  to  the  regicide  republic,  mental  errour ;  that  it  was  in  our  power  to 

have  been  made  out  of  the  wreck  and  frag-  make  peace  with  this  monster  of  a  state, 

ments  c^  the  general  confederacy.     So  far  as  whenever  we  choose  to  forget  the  crimes  that 

to  tlie  selfish  part.    As  composing  a  part  of  made  it  great,  and  the  designs  that  made  it 

the  community  of  Europe,  and  interested  in  formidable.    People  imagined  that  their  ceas- 

its  fate,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  &  state  of  ii^  ^o  resist  was  the  sure  way  to  be  secure, 

things  more  doubtful  and  perplexing.    When  This  "  pale  cast  of  thought"  sicklied  over  all 

Louis  the  XIV.  had  made  himself  master  of  ^^ir  enterprises  and  turned  all  their  politics 

one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  provinces  awry.     They  could  not,  rather  they  would  not 

of  Spain ;  when  he  had  in  a  manner  over-run  read,  in  the  most  unequivocal  declarations  of 

Lombardy,  and  was  thundering  at  the  gates  ^^  enemy,  and  in  his  uniform  conduct,  that 

of  Turin;  when  he  had  mastered  almost  all  more  safety  was  to  be  found  in  the  most  ar- 

Germany  on  this  side  the  Rhine  ;  when  he  duous  war,  than  in  the  friendship  of  that  kind 

was  on  the  point  of  ruining  the  august  fabric  of  being.    Its  hostile  amity  can  be  obtained 

of  the  empire;  when  with  the  elector  of  Bava-  on  no  terms  that  do  not  imply  an  inability 

ria  in  his  alliance,  hardly  any  thing  interposed  hereafter  to  resist  its  designs.    This  great  pro- 

between  him  and  Vienna ;  when  the  Turk  **fic  errour  (I  mean  that  peace  was  always  in 

hung  with  a  mighty  force  over  the  empire  on  our  power)  has  been  the  cause  that  rendered 

the  other  side  ;  I  do  not  know,  that  in  the  be-  ^^  iWies  indifferent  about  the  <iirection  of  the 

ginning  of  1704  (that  is  in  the  third  year  of  war ;  and  persuaded  them  that  they  might  ai- 

the  renovated  war  with  Louis  the  XIV.)  the  ways  risk  a  choice,  and  even  a  change  in  its 

state  of  Europe  was  so  truly  alannin?.     To  objects.     They  seldom  improved  any  advao- 

Enjfland  it  certainly  was  not.    Holland  (and  tage  ;  hoping  that  the  enemy,  affected  by  it, 

HoDand  is  a  matter  to  England  of  value  ines-  would  make  a  proffer  of  peace.    Hence  it  wai| 

timable)  was  then  powerfiil,  was  then  inde-  that  all  their  early  victories.have  been  foOowed 
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llmoet  immediately  widi  Hne  usual  effects  of  a  become  little  better  than  BdKM)Li  ibr  treason ; 
defeat;  whilst  aH  the  advantages  obtained  by  the  of  no  use  but  to  improve  the  dexterity  of  crun« 
regicides,  have  been  followed  by  the  consequen-  inals  in  the  mystery  of  evasifui ;  or  to  shew 
ces  that  were  natural.     The  discomfitures,  with  what  complete  impunity  men  may  con- 
which  the  republic  of  assassins  has  suffered,  spire  against  the  commonwealth  ;  with  what 
have  uniformly  called  forth  new  exertions,  safety  assassins  may  attempt  its  awful  head, 
which  not  only  repaired  old  losses,  but  pre-  Every  thing  is  secure,  except  what  the  laws 
pared  new  conquests.    The  losses  of  the  allies,  have  made  sacred ;  every  thing  is  tamenesa 
on  the  contrary,  (no  provisions  having  been  and    languor  that   is  not  fury  and    fiiction. 
Blade  on  the  speculaticm  of  such  an  event)  Whilst  the  distempers  of  a  relaxed  fibre  prog- 
have  been  followed  by  desertion,  by  dismay,  nosticate  and  prepare  all  the  morbid  force  of 
by  disunion,  by  a  dereliction  of  their  policy,  convulsion  in  the  body  of  the  state,  the  steadi- 
by  a  flight  from  their  principles,  by  an  admira-  ness  of  the  physician  is  overpowered  by  the 
tioD  of  the  enemy,  by  mutual  accusations,  by  very  aspect  of  the  disease.*     The  doctor  of 
•  distrust  in  every  member  of  the  alliance  dfits  the  constitution,  pretending  to  underrate  what 
Mow,  of  its  cause,  its  power,  and  its  courage,  he  is  not  able  to  contend  with,  shrinks  fit>m 
Great  difficulties  in  consequence  of  our  er-  his  own  operation.    He  doubts  and  questions 
roaeoos  poKcy,  as  I  have  said,  press  upon  the  salutary  but  critical  terrours  of  the  cautery 
every  side  of  us.    Far  from  desiring  to  con-  and  the  knife.    He  takes  a  poor  credit  even 
ceal  or  even  to  palliate  the  evil  in  ^e  repre-  from  his  defeat ;  and  covers  impotence  under 
sentaticni,  I  wish  to  lay  it  down  as  my  foun-  the  mask  of  lenity.    He  praises  the  modera- 
dation,  that  never  greater  existed.    In  a  mo-  tion  of  the  laws,  as,  in  his  hands,  he  sees  them 
Dent  when  sudden  panic  is  apprehended,  it  baffled  and  despised.     Is  all  this,  because  in 
may  be  wise,  for  a  while  to  conceal  some  our  day  the  statutes  of  the  kingdom  are  not 
great  public  disaster,  or  to  reveal  it  by  de-  engrossed  in  as  firm  a  character,  and  imprint- 
grees,  until  the  minds  of  the  people  have  time  ed  in  as  black  and  legible  a  type  as  ever  ? 
to  be  recollected,  that  their  understanding  may  No !  the  law  is  a  clear,  but  it  is  a  dead  letter, 
bave  leisure  to  rally,  and  that  more  steady  Dead  and  putrid,  it  is  insufficient  to  save  the 
councils  may  prevent  their  doing  something  state,  but  potent  to  infect  and  to  kill.    Living 
(Asperate  under  the  first  impressions  of  rage  law,  full  of  reason,  and  of  equity  and  justice, 
or  terrour.     But  with  regard  to  a  general  state  (as  ii  is,  or  it  should  not  exist)  ought  to  be 
of  things,  growing  out  of  events  and  causes  severe  and  awful  too ;  or  the  words  of  menace 
dready  known  in  the  gross,  there  is  no  piety  whether  written  on  the  parchment  roll  of  Eng- 
in  the  fraud  that  covers  its  true  nature  ;  be-  land,orcut  into  the  brazen  tablet  of  Rome,  will 
cause  nothing  but  erroneous  resolutions  can  be  excite  nothing  but  contempt.     How  comes  it, 
die  result  df  false  representations.     Those  that  in  all  the  state  prosecutions  of  magnitude, 
measures  which  in  common  distress  might  be  from  the  revolution  to  within  these  two  or 
available,  in  greater,  are  no  Letter  than  play-  three  years,  the  crown  has  scarcely  ever  re- 
ing  with  the  evil.     That  the  effort  may  bear  tired  disgraced  and  defeated  fix>m  its  courts  ? 
a  proportion  to  the  exigence,  it  is  fit  it  should  Whence  this  alarming  change  ?     By  a  con- 
be  known  ;  known  in  its  quality,  in  its  extent,  nection  easily  felt,  and  not  impossible  to  be 
and  in  all  the  circumstances  which  attend  it.  traced  to  its  cause,  all  the  parts  of  the  state 
Grreat  reverses  of  fortune  there  have  been,  and  have  their  correspondence  and  consent.     They 
great  embarrassments  in  council :  a  principled  who  bow  to  the  enemy  abroad  will  not  be  of 
r^[icide  enemy  possessed  of  the  most  impor-  power  to  subdue  the  conspirator  at  home.     It 
tet  part  of  Europe,  and  struggling  for  the  is  impossible  not  to  observe,  that  in  propor- 
nrt:  within  ourselves  a  total  relaxation  of  all  tion  as  we  approximate  to  the  poisonous  jaws 
aothoiity,.  whilst  a  cry  is  raised  against  it,  as  of  anarchy,  fascination  grows  irresistible.     In 
if  it  were  the  most  ferocious  of  all  despotism,  proportion  as  we  are  attracted  towards  the 
A  worse  phenomenon ;— our  government  dis-  focus  of  illegality,  irreligion,  and  desperate  en- 
cwned  by  die  most  efficient  member  of  its  tri-  terprise,  all  the  venomous  and  blighting  insects 
bnnals ;  ill  supported  by  any  of  their  constitu-  of  the  state  are   awakened  into  life.     The 
cut  parts ;  and  the  highest  tribunal  of  all  (from  promise  for  the  year  is  blasted,  and  shriveUed, 
causes  not  for  our  present  purpose  to  examine)  and  burned  up  before  them.    Our  most  salu- 
deprived  of  all  'that  dignity  and  all  that  effi-  tary  and  most  beautiful  institutions  yield  n(^ 
ciency  which  might  enforce,  or  regulate,  or  if  thing  but  dust  and  smut :  the  harvest  <£  our 
^case  required  it,  might  supply  the  want  of 
wery  other  court.    Public  prosecutions  are  •  <«  Mussabat  tacito  mediclna  timore.»» 
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law  if  no  more  than  itabble.    It  it  in  the  miliatioo,  in  which  alooe  she  is  content  to  gir« 

nature  of  these  eruptive  diseases  in  the  gtate  to  us  an  bearing.    By  that  means  the  tenm 

■ink  in  by  fits  and  re-appear.    But  the  fuel  of  cannot  be  d*  our  choosing ;  no,  not  in  aoj 

the  malady  remains ;  and  in  my  opinion  is  not  part. 

in  the  smallest  degree  mitigated  in  its  malig-  It  is  laid  in  the  unalterable  constilutioo  of 

nity,  though  it  waits  the  &vourable  moment  things ; — None  can  aspire  to  act  greatly,  but 

of  a  freer  communication  with  the  source  <^  those  who  are  of  fiMt;e  greatly  to  suffer.    Tbey 

regicide  to  exert  and  to  increase  its  force.  who  made  their  arrangements  in  the  first  run 

Is  it  that  the  people  are  changed,  that  the  of  misadventure,  and  in  a  temper  of  mind  the 
conunonwealth  cannot  be  protected  b}'  its  common  firuit  of  disappointment  and  dismay, 
laws  ?  I  hardly  think  it.  On  the  contrary,  I  put  a  seal  on  their  calamities.  To  their  pov- 
conceive,  that  these  things  happen  because  er  they  take  a  security  against  any  &voun 
men  are  not  changed,  but  remain  always  what  which  they  might  hope  from  the  usual  incon- 
they  always  were ;  they  remain  what  Uie  bulk  stancy  of  fortune.  I  am  therefore,  my  dear 
of  us  must  ever  be,  when  abandoned  to  our  fiiend,  invariably  of  your  opinion  (though  M 
▼ulgar  propensities,  without  guide,  leader,  or  of  respect  for  those  who  think  differendy)  that 
omtroul :  that  is,  made  to  be  full  of  a  blind  ele-  neither  the  time  chosen  for  it,  nor  the  maimer 
vation  in  prosperity  ;  to  despise  untried  dan-  of  soliciting  a  negociation,  were  properly  con- 
gers ;  to  be  overpowered  with  unexpected  re-  sidered;  even  though  I  had  allowed  (I  hardly 
▼erses ;  to  find  no  clue  in  a  labyrinth  of  diffi-  shall  allow)  that  with  the  horde  at  regicides 
culties ;  to  get  out  of  a  present  inconvenience  we  could  by  any  selection  of  time,  or  use  of 
with  any  risk  of  future  ruin ;  to  follow  and  to  means,  obtain  any  thing  at  all  deserviog  the 
bow  to  fortune ;  to  admire  successfiil  though  name  of  peace. 

wicked  enterprise,  and  to  imitate  what  we  In  one  point  we  are  lucky.  The  regicide 
admire ;  to  contemn  the  government  which  has  received  our  advances  with  soom.  We 
announces  danger  from  sacrilege  and  regicide,  have  an  enemy,  to  whose  virtues  we  can  owe 
whilst  they  are  only  in  their  infancy  and  their  nothing ;  but  on  this  occasion  we  are  infinitdy 
struggle,  but  which  finds  nothing  that  can  obliged  to  one  of  his  vices.  We  owe  more  to 
alarm  in  their  adult  state  and  in  the  power  and  his  insolence  than  to  our  own  precautioo. 
triumph  of  those  destructive  principles.  In  a  The  haughtiness  by  which  the  {nroud  repel  us, 
mass  we  cannot  be  left  to  ourselves.  We  has  this  of  good  in  it ;  that  in  making  us  keep 
must  have  leaders.  If  none  will  undertake  to  our  distance,  they  must  keep  their  distance 
lead  us  right,  wo  shall  find  guides  who  will  too.  In  the  present  case,  the  pride  of  the  re- 
contrive  to  conduct  us  to  shame  and  ruin.  gicide  may  be  our  safety.    He  has  given  time 

We  are  in  a  war  of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  for  our  reason  to  operate  ;  and  for  British  dig- 
is  not  with  an  ordinary  community,  which  is  nity  to  recover  fi'om  its  surprise.  From  first 
hostile  or  firiendly  as  passion  or  as  interest  to  last  he  has  rejected  all  our  advances, 
may  veer  about :  not  with  a  state  which  makes  Far  as  we  have  gone  he  has  still  left  a  way 
war    through  wantcmness,  and  abandons    it  open  to  our  retreat. 

through  lassitude.  We  are  at  war  with  a  There  is  always  an  augury  to  be  taken  of 
system,  which,  by  its  essence,  is  inimical  to  what  a  peace  is  likely  to  be,  firom  the  prelim* 
all  other  governments,  and  which  makes  peace  inary  steps  that  are  made  to  bring  it  about. 
or  war,  as  peace  and  war  may  best  contribute  We  may  gather  something  firom  the  time  in 
to  their  subversion.  It  is  with  an  armed  which  the  first  overtures  are  made ;  firom  the 
doetrinef  that  we  are  at  war.  It  has,  by  its  quarter  whence  they  come  ;  fi'om  the  manner 
essence,  a  faction  <^  opinicm,  and  of  interest,  in  which  they  are  received.  These  discover 
and  of  enthusiasm,  in  every  country.  To  us  the  temper  of  the  parties.  If  your  enemy  of> 
it  is  a  Colossus  which  bestrides  our  channel,  fors  peace  in  the  moment  of  success,  it  indi- 
It  has  one  foot  on  a  foreign  shore,  the  other  cates  that  he  is  satisfied  with  something.  It 
upon  the  British  soil.  Thus  advantaged,  if  it  shews  that  there  are  limits  to  his  aunbition  or 
can  at  all  exist,  it  must  finally  prevail.  No-  his  resentment.  If  he  offers  nothing  under 
thing  can  so  completely  ruin  any  of  the  old  misfortune,  it  is  probable,  that  it  is  more  pain- 
governments,  ours  in  particular,  as  the  ac-  ful  to  him  to  abandc«i  the  prospect  of  advantage 
knowledgment,  direcdy,  or  by  implication,  <^  than  to  endure  calamity.  If  he  rejects  solici* 
any  kind  of  superiority  in  this  new  power,  tation,  and  will  not  give  even  a  nod  to  the  sup- 
This  acknowledgment  we  make,  if  in  a  bad  pliants  for  peace,  until  a  change  in  the  fbrtuns 
or  doubtful  situation  of  our  affairs,  we  solicit  of  the  war  threatens  him  with  ruin,  then  I 
peace ;  or  if  we  yield  to  the  modes  of  new  hu-  think  it  evident,  that  he  wishes  nothing  mors 
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dun  to  diflann  his  adveraary  to  gain  time,  belongs  to  the  fiuBuly  of  fortitude.    In  the 

Afterwards  a  question  arises,  which  oi  the  spiritof  that  benevolence,  we  sent  a  gentleman 

pvties  is  likely  to  obtain  the  greater  advan-  to  beseech  the  directory  <^  regicide,  not  to  be 

tages,  by  continuing  disarmed  and  by  the  use  quite  so  prodigal  as  their  republic  had  been  of 

of  time.  judicial  murder.    We  solicited  them  to  spare 

With  these  few  plain  indications  u  our  the  lives  of  some  unhappy  persons  of  the  first 

miiuis,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  re>consider  distinction,  whose  safety  at  other  times  could 

tbe  cuoduct  of  the  «iemy  together  with  our  not  have  been  an  object  of  solicitaticm.     They 

own  from  the  day  that  a  question  of  peace  has  had  quitted  France  on  the  faith  of  the  dedara- 

beea  in  agitation.    In  considering  this  part  tion  of  the  ri^its  of  citizens.    They  never 

of  the  question,  I  do  not  proceed  on  my  own  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  regicides,  nor  at 

hypodiesis.     I  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  their  hands  had  received  any  stipend.     The 

Att  body  of  regicide,  calling  itself  a  republic,  very  system  and  constitution  of  government 

is  t  politic  person,  with  whom  something  de-  that  now  prevails,  was  settled  subsequent  to 

lenring  the  name  of  peace  may  be  made.    On  their  emigration.     They  were  under  the  pro- 

that  supposition,  let  us  examine  our  own  pro-  taction  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  his  Majesty's 

ceedings.    Let  us  compute  the  profit  it  had  pay  and  service.    Not  an  hostile  invasion,  but 

broogfat,  and  the  advantage  that  it  is  likely  to  the  disasters -of  the  sea  had  thrown  them  upon 

briog  hereafter.    A  peace  too  eagerly  sought,  a  shore,  more  barbarous  and  inhospitable  than 

is  not  always  the  sooner  obtained.    The  dis-  the  indement  ocean  under  the  roost  pitiless  of 

ooTery  of  vehement  wishes  generally  firus-  its  storms.     Here  was  an  opportonity  to  ex- 

tiates  their  attainment ;  and  your  adversary  press  a  feding  for  the  miseries  of  war ;  and  to 

hu  gained  a  great  advantage  over  you  when  op^i  some  sort  of  conversaticm,  which  (after 

he  ^ds  you  impatient  to  condude  a  treaty,  our  public  overtores  had  glutted  their  pHde,) 

There  is  in  reserve,  not  only  something  of  dig-  at  a  cautious  and  jealous  distance,  might  lead 

nity,  but  a  great  deal  of  prudence  too.    A  to  something  like  an  accommodation.    What 

sort  of  courage  belcmgs  to  negotiation  as  well  as  was  the  event  ?    A  strange  uncouth  thing,  a 

to  (iterations  of  the  field.    A  negotiator  must  theatrical  figure  of  the  opera,  his  head  shaded 

oAeo  seem  willing  to  hazard  the  whde  issue  with  three-coloured  plumes,  his  body  fentas- 

oT  his  treaty,  if  he  wishes  to  secure  any  one  tically  habited,  strutted  from  the  back  scenes, 

material  point.  and  after  a  short  speech,  in  the  mock  heroic 

The  regicides  were  the  first  to  declare  war.  fiJsetto  of  stupid  tragedy,  ddivered  the  gentle- 

We  are  the  first  to  sue  for  peace.    In  proper-  man  who  came  to  make  the  representation 

tioB  to  the  humility  and  perseverance  we  have  into  the  custody  <^  a  guard,  with  directions 

shewn  in  our  addresses,  has  been  the  obsti-  not  tolose  sight  of  him  for  a  moment;  and  then 

nscy  of  their  arrogance  in  rejecting  our  suit,  ordered  him  to  be  sent  firom  Paris  in  two  hours. 

The  patience  of  their  pride  seems  to  have  been  Here  it  is  impossible,  that  a  sentiment  of 

Worn  oat  with  the  importonity  of  our  court-  t^odemess  should  not  strike  athwart  the  stem- 

^p.    Disgusted  as  they  are  with  a  conduct  ness  of  politics,  and  make  us  recall  to  painftd 

so  diflTo'ent  firom  all  the  sentiments  by  which  memory,  die  difierence  between  this  insdent 

they  are  themselves  filled,  they  think  to  put  an  and  bloody  theatre,  and  the  temperate,  natural 

cad  to  oar  vexatious  solidtati<m  by  redouUing  majesty  of  a  civilized  court,  where  the  afflict- 

tkeir  insolts.  ed  fitnuiy  of  Asgill  did  not  in  vain  solicit  the 

It  happens  firequendy,  that  pride  may  reject  mercy  of  the  highest  of  rank,  and  the  most 

I  poblic  advance,  while  interest  listens  to  a  compassionate  of  the  compassionate  sex. 

ncrst  suggestion  of  advantage.    The  oppor-  In  this  intercourse,  at  least,  there  was  no- 

tnnity  has  been  afforded.    At  a  very  early  thing  to  promise  a  great  deal  of  success  in  our 

period   in  the  diplomacy  of  humiliation,  a  fiiture  advances.    Whilst  the  fortune  of  the 

Seatleman  was  sent  on  an  errand,*  of  which,  field  was  whdly  with  the  regicides,  nothing 

fiom  the  motive  of  it,  whatever  the  event  Was  thought  of  but  to  follow  where  it  led ;  and 

might  be,  we  can  never  be  ashamed.    Hu-  it  kd  to  every  thing.    Not  so  much  as  a  talk 

iBaaity  cannot  be  degraded  by  humiliation.    It  of  treaty.    Laws  were  laid  down  with  arro- 

is  its  very  character  to  submit  to  such  things,  gance.    The  most  moderate  pditician  in  their 

There  is  a  consanguinity  between  benevolence  clan***  was  chosen  as  the  organ,  not  so  much 

ind  hanility.    They  are  virtoes  of  the  same  for  prescribing  limits  to  their  claims,  as  to 

Mock.    Dignity  is  cif  as  good  a  race ;  but  it  mark  what,  for  the  present,  they  are  content  to 

.  *  Mr.  Bird  sent  to  state  the  real  situation  of 

thtBnedaCiioiseuL  *  Boissy  d'Anglas. 


220  LETTEBS  ON  A 

leave  to  others.    They  made,  not  laws,  not  preambles,  it  pleads  gaihy  to  the  charges  mde 
cooventioDS,  not  late  possessions,  but  physical  by  our  oiemies  against  it,  both  oo  its  own 
nature,  and  political  convenience,   the  sole  part,   and  on  the  part  of  parliament  itseK 
foundation  of  their  claims.     The  Rhine,  the  The  enemy  must  succeed  in  his  plan  fx 
Mediterranean,  and  tlie  ocean  were  the  bounds  loosening  and  disconnecting  all  the  intemi 
which,  for  the  time,   they  assigned  to  the  holdings  of  the  kingdom, 
empire  of  regicide.    What  was  the  chamber        It  was  not  enough,  that  die  speech  from  tbe 
of  union  of  Louis    the  Fourteenth,  which  throne  in  the  opening  of  the  session  in  1795, 
astonished  and  provoked  all  Europe,  compared  threw  out  oglings  and  glances  of  tendetneas. 
to   this  declaration  ?      In   truth,  with  these  Lest  this  coquetting  diould  seem  too  cdd  and 
limits,  and  their   principle,  they  would  not  ambiguous,  without  waiting  for  its  effect,  the 
have  left  even  the  shadow  of  liberty  or  safety  violent  passion  for  a  relation  to  the  regicides, 
to  any  nation.     This  plan  of  empire  was  not  produced  a  direct  message  fh>m  the  crown,  and 
taken  up  in  the  first  intoxication  of  unezpect-  its  consequences  from  the  two  houses  of  par- 
ed success.    You  must  recollect,  that  it  was  liament.     On  the  part  of  the  regicides  these 
projected,  just  as  the  report  has  stated  it,  from  declarations  could  not  be  entirely  passed  by 
the  very  first  revolt  of  the  faction  against  their  without  notice;  but  in  that  notice  theydis- 
monarchy  ;  and  it  has  been  uniformly  pursued,  covered  still  more  deariy  the  bottom  of  their 
as  a  standing  maxim  of  national  policy,  frcmi  character.     The  offer  made  to  them  by  the 
that  time  to  this.     It  is,  generally,  in  the  sea-  messages  of  pariiaroent  was  hinted  at  in  their 
son  of  prosperity  that  men  discover  their  real  answer ;  but  in  an  obscure  and  oblique  man- 
temper,   principles   and  designs.      But    this  ner  as  before.     They  accompanied  their  do* 
principle  suggested  in  their  first  struggles,  fully  tice  of  the  indications  manifested  on  our  side, 
avowed  in  their  prosperity,  has,  in  the  most  withevery  kind  of  insolent  and  taunting  refleo 
adverse  state  of  their  affairs,  been  tenaciously  tion.     The  regicide  directory, 'on  the  day 
adhered  to.     The  report,  combined  with  their  which,  in  their  gipsey  jargon,  they  call  the  6th 
conduct,  forms  an  infallible  criterion  c^  the  of  Pluvoise,  in  return  for  our  advances,  charge 
views  of  this  republic.  us  with  eluding  our  declaration  under  **evt- 
In  their  fortime  there  has  been  some  fluctua-  sive  formalities  and  frivolous  pretexts."    What 
tion.     We  are  to  see  how  their  minds  have  these  pretexts  and  evasions  were,  they  do  not 
been  affected  with  a  change.     Some  impres-  '  say,  and  I  have  never  heard.     But  they  do 
sion  it  made  on  them  undoubtedly.    It  pro-  not  rest  there.     They  proceed  to  charge  us, 
duced  some  oblique  notice  of  the  submissions  and,  as  it  should  seem,  our  allies  in  the  mass, 
that  were  made  by  suppliant  nati(Mis.    The  ut-  with  direct  perjidy ;  they  are  so  conciliatory  in 
most  they  did,  was  to  make  some  c^  those  their  language  as  to  hint  that  this  perfidious 
cold,  formal,  general  professions  of  a  love  of  character    is  not  new   in  our    proceedings, 
peace  which  no  [mwer  has  ever  refused  to  However,  notwithstanding  this  our  habitual 
make ;  because  they  mean  little,  and  cost  no-  perfidy,  they  will  offer  peace  "  on  conditions 
thing.     The  first  paper  I  have  seen  (the  pub-  cu  moderate'* — as  what  ?  as  reason  and  afl 
lication  at  Hamburgh)  making  a  shew  of  that  equity  require  ?    No !  as  moderate  "  as  are 
pacific  disposition,  discovered  a  rooted  ani-  suitable  to  their  natumal  dignity.^    National 
mosity  against  this  nation,  and  an  incurable  dignity  in  all  treaties  I  do  admit  is  an  impo^ 
rancour,  even  more  than  any  one  of  their  hostile  tant  consideration.     They  have  given  us  an 
acts.      In  this  Hamburgh  declaration,  they  useful  hint  on  that  subject :  but  dignity,  hith- 
choose  to  suppose,  that  the  war,  on  the  part  of  erto,  has  belonged  to  the  mode  of  proceeding, 
England,  u  a  war  of  government ^  begun  and  not  to  the  matter  of  a  treaty.     Never  befow 
carried  on  against  the  sense  and  interests  of  has  it  been  mentioned  as  the  standard  for 
the  people ;  thus  sowing  in  their  very  over-  rating  the  conditions  of  peace  ;  no,  never  hj 
tures  towards  peace,  the  seeds  of  tumult  and  the  most  violent  of  conquerors.     Indemnifica- 
sedition :  for  they  never  have  abandoned,  and  tion  is  capable  of  some  estimate ;  dignity  has 
never  will  they  abandon,  in  peace,  in  war,  in  no  standard.    It  is  impossible  to  ^ess  what 
treaty,  in  any  situation,  or  for  one  instant,  acquisitions  pride  and  ambition  may  think  fit 
their  old  steady  maxim  of  separating  the  people  (or  their  dignity.    But  lest  any  doubt  diould 
from  their  government.    Let  me  suld — and  it  remain  on  what  they  think  for  their  digni^i 
is  with  unfeigned  anxiety  for  the  character  the  regicides   in  the  next  paragraph  tell  Uf 
and  credit  of  mini-ters  that  I  do  add — if  our  "  that  they  will  have  no  peace  with  their  ena- 
government    perseveres,   in    its    as    uniform  mies,  until  they  have  reduced  them  to  a  state, 
coufM,  of  acting  under  jnstrumenta  with  such  which  will  put  them  under  an  impots&iUiy  of 
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fUfBoing  their  wretched  projects ;"  that  is,  in  their  master,  or  true  attachment  to  the  consti- 
pbin  French  or  English,  until  they  have  ac-  tution,  religion,  or  laws  of  their  country  ? 
oomplished  our  utter  and  irretrievable  ruin.  There  is  great  danger  that  they  who  enter 
This  is  their  |>ac\/Sc  language.    It  flows  from  smiling  into  this  Triphonian  cave,  will  come 
their  unalterahle  principle  in  what  ever  Ian*  out  of  it  sad  and  serious  conspirators ;  and 
goage  they  speak,  or  whatever  steps  they  lake,  such  will  continue  as  long  as  they  live.     They 
whether  c^  real  war,  or  of  pretended  pacihca-  will  become  true  conductors  of  contagion  to 
tion.    They  have  never,  to  do  them  justice,  every  country,  which  has  had  the  mi^ortune 
been  at  much  trouble  in  concealing  their  inten-  to  send  them  to  the  source  of  that  electricity, 
tioos.     We  are  as  obstinately  resolved   to  At  best  they  will  b^eome  totally  indiflferent  to 
think  them  not  in  earnest:  but  I  confess  jests  good  and  evil,  to  one  institution  or  another, 
of  this  sort,  whatever  their  urbani^  may  be,  This  species  cf  indifference  is  but  too  general- 
ire  not  much  to  my  taste.  ly  distinguishable  in  those  who  have  been  much 
Tothia  conciliatory  and  amicable  public  com-  employed  in  foreign  courts ;  but  in  the  present 
munication,  our  sole  answer,  in  effect,  is  this  case  the  evil  must  be  aggravated  without  mea- 
— "  citizen  regicides!  whenever  you  find  your-  sure ;  for  they  go  from  their  country,  not  with 
nhres  in  the  humour,  you  may  have  a  peace  the  pride  of  the  old  character,  but  in  a  state  of 
with  iM.    That  is  a  point  you  may  always  the  lowest  degradation ;  and  what  must  hap- 
OQwnand.    We  are  constantly  in  attendance,  pen  in  their  place  of  residence  can  have  noef^ 
nd  nothing  you  can  do  shall  hinder  us  from  feet  in  raising  them  to  the  level  of  true  dignity, 
the  renewal  of  our  supplications.    You  may  or  of  chaste  self-estimation,  either  as  men,  or 
turn  us  out  at  the  door ;  but  we  will  jump  in  at  as  representatives  of  crowned  heads, 
the  window."  Our  eai^y  proceedings,  which  has  produced 
To  those  vrho  do  not  love  to  contemplate  the  these  returns  of  affront,  appeared  to  me  totally 
611  of  human  greatness,  I  do  not  know  a  more  new,  without  being  adapted  to  the  new  circum- 
nortifying  spectacle,  than  to  see  the  assembled  stances  of  affairs.    I  have  called  to  my  mind 
li^es^  <^  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  wait-  the  speeches  and  messages  in  former  times.     I 
iBg  as  patient  suitors  on  the  anti-chamber  of  find  nothing  like  these.    You  will  look  in  the 
i^cide.     They  wait,  it  seems,  until  the  san-  journals  to  find  whether  my  memory  fails  me. 
gninary  tjrrant   Carnot,  shall   have  snorted  Before  this  time,  never  was  a  ground  of  peace 
tway  the  fiimes  of  the  indigested  blood  of  his  laid,  (as  it  were,  in  a  parliamentary  record) 
■overeign.     Then,  when  sunk  on  the  down  of  until  it  had  been  as  good  as  concluded.    This 
tunrped  pomp,  he  shall  have  sufficiently  in-  was  a  wise  homage  paid  to  the  discretion  of 
didged  his  meditation  with  what  monarch  he  the  crown.    It  was  known  how  much  a  ne- 
ihdQ  next  glut  his  raven  ng  maw,  he  may  con-  gotiation  must  suffer  by  having  any  thing  in 
descend  to  signify  that  it  is  his  pleasure  to  be  the  train  towards  it  prematurely  disclosed, 
iwake ;  and  Uiat  he  is  at  leisure  to  receive  the  But  when  those  parliamentary  declarations 
jloposab  of  his  high  and  mighty  clients  for  the  were  made,  not  so  much  as  a  step  had  been 
terms  on  which  he  may  respite  the  execution  taken  towards  a  negotiation  in  any  mode  what- 
cf  the  sentence  he  has  passed  upon  them.    At  ever.     The  measure  was  an  unpleasant  and 
the  opening  of  those  doors,  what  a  sight  it  unseasonable  discovery, 
must  be  to  behold  the  plenipotentiaries  of  royal  I  conceive  that  another  circumstance  in 
inapotence,  in  the  precedency  which  they  will  that  transaction  has  been  as  little  authorized 
intrigue  to  obtain,  and  which  will  be  granted  by  an  example  ;  and  that  it  is  as  little  prudent 
to  them  according  to  the  seniority  of  their  de-  in  itself;  I  mean  the  formal  recognition  of  the 
gradatioQ,  sneaking  into  the  regicide  presence,  French  Republic.    Without  entering,  for  the 
•ad  with  the  relics  of  the  smile,  which  they  present,  into  a  question  on  the  good  faith 
had  dressed  up  for  the  levee  of  their  masters,  manifested  in  that  measure,  or  on  its  general 
itU  flickering  <m  their  curled  lips,  presenting  policy,  I  doubt,  upon  mere  temporary  con- 
the&ded  remains  of  their  courtly  graces,  to  siderationsofprudence,  whether  it  was  perfect- 
Bieetthe  scornful,  ferocious,  sardonic  grin  of  a  ly  adviseable.     It  is  not  within  the  rules  of 
hkndy  ruflian,  who,  whilst  he  is  receiving  their  dexterous  conduct  to  make  an  acknowledgment 
homage,  is  measuring  them  with  his  eye,  and  of  a  contested  title  in  your  enemy,  before  you 
fitting  to  their  size  the  slider  of  his  guillotino !  are  morally  certain  that  your  recognition  will 
These  ambassadors  may  easily  return  as  good  secure  his  friendship.    Otherwise  it  is  a  mea- 
eotmiers  as  they  went ;  but  can  they  ever  re-  sure  worse  than  thrown  away.     It  adds  infi- 
hvn  from  that  degrading  residence,  loyal  and  nitely  to  the  strength,  and  consequently  to  the 
VABal  fobjects ;  or  with  any  true  affection  to  demands  of  the  adverse  party.    He  has  gained 
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a  fuadamental  point  without  an  equivalent,  we  know  what  final  purpoMa  of  pnbiiciiitawl 

It  has  happened  as  might  haye  been  foreseen,  they  might  answer.     The  policy  of  sobjectiiy 

No  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  this  recogni-  ourselves  to  furdier  insults  is  not  to  me  quit* 

tioo.    In  fact,  the  directory  never  gave  them-  apparent.    It  was  resolved,  however,  to  hazaid 

selves  any  concern  about  it ;  and  they  recei-  a  third  trial.    Citizen  Barthelemi  had  bees 

ved  our  acknowledgment  with  perfect  scorn,  established  on  the  part  <^the  new  republic,  at 

With  them  it  is  not  for  the  states  of  Europe  to  Balse ;  where,  with  his  procoosukte  of  Swit- 

judge  of  their  title :  the  very  reverse.    In  their  zerland  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Germany,  be 

eye  the  title  of  every  other  power  depends  was  appointed  as  a  sort  of  &ctor  to  deal  in  the 

wholly  on  their  pleasure.  ^  degradati<Hi  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe. 

Prehminary  declarations  of  this  sort,  thrown  At  Basle  it  was  thought  proper,  in  order  to 

out  at  random,  and  sown,  as  it  were,  broad-  keep  others,  I  suppose,  in  comtenance,  that 

cast,  were  never  to  be  found  in  the  mode  <^  Great  Britain  shoidd  appear  at  this  market, 

our    proceedings    with    France  and    Spain,  and  bid  with  the  rest,  for  the  men^ofthe 

whilst  the  great  monarchies  of  France  and  people-king. 

Spain  existed.    I  do  not  say,  that  a  diplomatic        On  the  6th  of  March,  1796,  Mr.  Wickfaan, 

measure  ought  to  be,  like  a  parliamentary  or  in  consequence  of  authority,  was  desired  to 

a  judicial  proceeding,  according  to  strict  pre-  sound  France  on  her  disposition  towards  a 

cedent.     I  hope  I  am  far  from  Uiat  pedantry:  genml  pacification:    to  know  whether  aiw 

but  this  I  know,  that  a  great  state  ought  to  would  consent  to  send  ministers  to  a  coogreM 

have  some  regard  to  its  ancient  maxims ;  es-  at  sach  a  place  as  mi^t  be  hereafter  agreed 

pecially  where  they  indicate  its  dignity ;  where  upon ;  whether  there  woidd  be  a  dispositioc  to 

they  concur  with  the  rules  of  prudence  ;  and  communicate  the  general  grounds  of  a  pacifr* 

above  all,  where  the  circumstances  of  the  time  cation  such  as  France  (die  diplomatic  name 

requires  that  a  spirit  of  innovation  should  be  of  the  regicide  power)  wouU  be  willing  to  pi»- 

resisted,  which  leads  to  the  humiliation  of  pose,  as  a  foundation  for  a  negociation  kt 

sovereign  powers.     It  would  be  ridicukMis  to  peace  with  his  majesty  and  hisalUes:  or  to 

assert,  that  those  powers  have  suffered  nothing  suggest  any  other  way  of  arriving  at  the  sano 

in  their  estimation.    I  admit,  that  the  great  end  of  a  general  pacification ;  but  he  had  no 

interests  of  state  will  for  a  moment  supersede  authority  to  enter  ii^  any  negociation  or  di** 

all  other  considerations :  but  if  there  was  a  cussion  with  Citizen  Bairthdemi  upon  tbew 

nde  that  a  sovereign  never  should  let  down  subjects. 

his  dignity  without  a  sure  payment  to  his  in-        On  the  part  of  Grreat  Britain  Hiaia  roeasun 

terest,  the  dignity  of  kings  would  be  held  high  was  a  voluntary  act,  wholly  uncaUed  for  on  die 

enou^.     At  present,  however,  fitshion  go-  part  of  regicidb.    Suits  of  this  sort  are  at 

▼ems  in  more  serious  things  than  furniture  least  strong  indications  of  a  desire  for  aoooa»> 

and  dress.    It  looks  as  if  sovereigns  abroad  modation.    Any  other  body  of  men  but  the 

were  enuilous  in  bidding  against  their  estisoa-  directory  would  be  somewhat  soothed  wilk 

tion.    It  seems  as  if  the  pre-eminence  of  regi-  such  advances.     They  eoidd  not    howefW 

cide  was  acknowledged ;  and  that  kings  tacitly  begin  their  answer,  whidi  was  given  witbook 

ranked  themselves  below  their   sacrilegious  mudi  delay,  usd  comoaunicated  on  the  28th 

murderers,  as  natural  magistrates  and  judges  of  Uie  same  month,  without  a  preas^e  of  iop 

over  them.    It  appears  as  if  dignity  were  the  suit  and  reproach.    "  They  doubt  the  sineer- 

prerogative  of  crime  ;  and  a  temporising  hi>-  ityof  the  pacific  intention  erf*  this  court.''    St» 

miliation  the  proper  part  for  venerable  author-  did  not  begin,  say  they,  yet  to  "  know  her  real 

ity.    If  the  vilest  of  mankind  are  resolved  to  interests,"  **  she  did  not  seek  peace  toiA  goU 

be  the  most  wicked,  they  lose  all  the  baseness  faith.^    This,  or  something  to  this  effect,  hat 

of  Uieir  origin,  and  take  their  place  above  been   the  constant  preliminary  obeervatiaair 

kings.    This  example  in  foreign  princes,  I  (now  grown  into  a  sort  of  effice-ferm)  on  aH 

trust,  will  not  spread.    It  is  the  concern  <^  our  overtures  to  this  power:  a  perpetual  dtarge 

mankind,  that  the  destruction  of  order  should  on  the  British  government  of  firiMid,  evasioa» 

not  be  a  claim  to  rank :  that  criaaes  should  not  and  habitual  perfidy, 
be  the  only  title  to  pre-eminence  and  honour.  It  nij^t  be  a^ed,  from  whence  did  tbaat 

At  this  second  stage  of  humiliati(m,  (I  mean  opinions  of  our  insincerity  and  ill  faith  arise  t 

the  insulting  declaration  in  consequence  c^  the  It  was,  because  die  British  onnistry  (leavii^ 

message  to  both  houses  of  parliament)  it  might  to  the  directory  however  to  propose  a  bettor 

not  have  been  amiss  to  pause ;  and  not  to  mode)  proposed  a  eongren  for  the  pui|wae  «f 

aquHider  away  the  fimd  of  mibmissioD,  until  a  geneaal  pacification,  and  thia  they  '''* 
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"  wovdd  render  negociatioD  endless.''    From  be  just,  reasonable,  and  compatible  tnth  the 

faaaoetbey  immediatdy  inferred  a  fraudulent  dignity  of  the  rqpnblie"    On  the  head  of  what 

inteitfion  in  the  <^er.    Unquestionably  their  is  not  to  be  the  subject  of  negociaticm,  the  di- 

mode  of  giving  the  law  would  bring  matters  to  rectory  is  clear  and  open.    As  to  what  may 

a  more  speedy  conclusion.    As  to  any  other  be  a  matter  c^  treaty,  all  this  open  dealing  is 

method  more  agreeaUe  to  them  than  a  con-  gone.     She  retires  into  her  shell.     There  she 

gross,  an  alternative  expressly  proposed  to  them,  expects  overtures  from  you — and  you  are  to 

^  did  not  condescend  to  signify  their  pleasure,  guess  what  she  shall  judge  j  ust,  reasonaUe,  and 

This  refusal  of  treating  conjointly  with  the  above  all,  compatU)le  with  her  dignity. 
power  allied  against  this  republic,  (uraidies  In  the  records  of  pride  there  does  not  exist 
matter  for  a  great  deal  of  serious  reflection,  so  insulting  a  declaration.     It  is  insolent  in 
They  have  hitherto  constantly  declined  any  words,  in  manner,  but  in  substance  it  is  not 
other  than  a  treaty  with  a  single  power.    By  only  insulting  but  alarming.    It  is  a  specimen 
thw  dissociating  every  state  firom  every  other,  of  what  may  be  expected  from  the  masters  we 
like  deer  separated  from  the  herd,  each  power  are  preparing  for  our  humble  country.     This 
iitreated  with,  on  the  merit  of  his  being  a  de-  openness  and  candour  consists  in  a  direct 
Niter  fiem  the  common  cause.    In  that  light  avowal  <^  their  despotism  and  arobiticm.    We 
Ae  regicide  power  finding  each  of  them  in-  know  that  their  declared  resolution  had  been 
Hdated  and  unprotected,  with  great  &cility  to  surrender  no  object  belonging  to  France 
pm  die  law  to  them  aJl.    By  this  system,  previous  to  the  war.     They  had  resdved,  that 
far  the  present  an  incurable  distrust  is  sown  the  republic  was  entire,  and  must  remain  so. 
UBong  confederates ;  and  in  future  aU  alliance  As  to  what  she  has  conquered  from  the  allies 
if  rendered  impracticable.    It  is  thus  they  and  united  to  the  same  indivisible  body,  it  is 
hare  treated  with  Prussia,  with  Spain,  with  of  the  same  nature.    That  is,  the  allies  are  to 
Siidinia,  with  Bavaria,  with  the  Ecclesias-  give  up  whatever  conquests  they  have  made 
tieal  state,  with  Saxony :  and  here  we  see  or  may  make  upon  France,  but  all  which  she 
them  refuse  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  in  any  has  violently  ravished  from  her  neighbours, 
oAer  mode.    They  must  be  worse  than  blind  and  thought  fit  to  appropriate,  are  not  to  be- 
^  do  not  see  with  what  undeviating  regular-  Ofune  so  much  as  objects  of  negociation. 
i^  of  system,  in  this  case  and  in  all  cases,  they  In  this  unity  and  indivisibility  of  possession 
purrae  their  scheme  fer  the  utter  destruction  are  sunk  ten  immense  and  wealthy  provinces, 
of  every  independent  power ;  especially  the  full  of  strong,  flourishing  and  opulent  cities, 
■ttfler,  who  cannot  find  any  r^uge  whatever  (the    Austrian    Netherlands,)    the    part  oi 
iM  in  some  common  cause.  Europe  the  most  necessary  to  preserve  any 
Renewing  their  taunts  and  reflections,  they  communication  between  this  kingdom  and  its 
teO  Mr.  Wickham,  "  that  their  policy  has  no  natural  allies,  next  to  Holland  the  most  inter- 
^oides  but  <^nness  and  good  fhith,  and  that  esting  to  this  country,  and  without  which  HoU 
ibiir  conduct  shall  be  conformable  to  these  land  must  virtually  belong  to  France.    Savoy 
principles."    They  say  concemmg  their  gov-  and  Nice,  the  keys  of  ItiJy,  and  the  citadel  in 
ennent,  diat  "  yiekling  to  the  anient  desire  her  hands  to  bridle  Switzerland,  are  in  that 
I7  which  it  is  animated  to  procure  peace  for  consolidation.     The  important    territory  <£ 
the  Frendi  republic,  and  for  all  nations,  it  will  Liege  is  torn  out  of  the  heart  of  the  empire. 
mAfear  to  dedare  itse{f  openly.    Charged  by  AU  these  are  integrant  parts  of  the  republic, 
the  constitution  with  the  execution  of  the  [au»,  not  to  be  subject  to  any  discussion,  or  to  be 
it  cannot  make  or  titten  to  any  proposal  that  purchased  by  any  equivalent.   Why?  because 
««dd  be  contrary  to  them.    The  constitutional  there  is  a  law  which  prevents  it.    What  law  7 
Mdoesnot  permit  it  to  consent  to  any  alien-  The  law  of  nations?     The  acknowledged 
itiea  of  that  which,  according  to  the  existing  public  law  of  Europe  ?    Treaties  and  con- 
laws,  constitutes  the  territory  of  the  republic."  v^iticNSS  of  parties  ?    No !  not  a  pretence  of 
**  With  respect  to  the  countries  occupied  by  the  kind.    It  is  a  declaration  not  made  in  con- 
fte  French  anmee  and  which  have  not  been  sequence  of  any  prescription  on  her  side,  not 
asitod  to  Prance j  they,  as  well  as  other  inter-  oa  any  cession  or  dereliction,  actual  or  tacit, 
BMs,  political  and  commercial,  may  become  the  of  other  powers.    It  is  a  declaration  pendente 
xAject  of  a  negociation,  which  will  present  to  Ute  in  the  middle  of  a  war,  one  principal  ob- 
ths  directory    the    means   of  proving   how  ject  of  which  was  originally  the  defence,  and 
Meh  it  desires  to  attain  speedily  to  a  happy  has  since  been  the  recovery  of  these  veiy 
pieifteation.    That  tfie  directory  is  ready  to  coontries. 
neeive  in  this  respect  way  overtures  that  shall  This  strange  law  is  not  made  for  a  trivial 
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object,  not  ibr  a  siiigie  port,  or  for  a  single  my  justificatian  in  thinking  that  this  astaniab- 

fortress,  but  for  a  great  kingdom  ;  for  the  re-  ing  paper  from  the  directory  is  not  only  a  ^ 

ligion,  the  morals,  the  laws,  the  liberties,  the  rect  negative  to  all  treaty,  bat  as  a  rejectka 

lives  and  fortunes  ofmillionsofhuman  creatures,  of  every  principle  upon  which  treaties  oodd 

who  without  their  consent,  or  that  of  their  lawful  be  made.     To  admit  it  for  a  moment  were  to 

government,  are  by  an  arbitrary  act  of  this  re>  erect  this  power,  usurped  at  home,  into  a  le- 

gicide  and  homicide  government,  which  they  gislature  to  govern  mankind.     It  is  an  author* 

call  a  law,  incorporated  into  their  tyranny.  ity  that  on  a  thousand  occasions  they  bare 

In  other  words,  their  will  is  the  law,  not  asserted  in  claim,  and  whenever  they  are  able, 

only  at  home,  but  as  to  the  concerns  of  every  exerted  in  practice.     The  direction  of  this 

nation.     Who  has  made  that  law  but  the  re-  whole  scheme  of  policy  became,  therefi)re,  an 

gicide  republic  itself,  whose  laws,  like  those  indispensaUe  previous  condition  to  all  roiew- 

of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  they  cannot  alter  al  of  treaty.     The  remark  of  the  British  caln 

or  abrogate,  or  even  so  much  as  take  into  con-  inet  on  this  arrogant  and  tjnrannical  claim  is 

sideration  ?     Without  the  least  ceremony  or  natural  and  unavoidable.     Our  ministry  state, 

compliment,  they  have  sent  out  of  the  world  "  That  while  thett  disposUioru  $haU  be  perwt' 

whole  sets  of  laws  and  lawgivers.     They  have  ed  in,  nothing  is  leji  ftrr  the  king  but  to  proie- 

swept    away    the  very    constitutions    under  cutea  war  that  is  just  and  necenary.^ 
which  the  legislatures  acted,  and  the  laws  were         It  was  of  course,  that  we  should  wait  until 

made.      Even  the  fundamental  sacred  rights  the  enemy  shewed  some  sort  of  disposition  oi 

of  man  they  have   not  scrupled  to  profane,  his  part  to  fulfil  this  condition.     It  was  hoped 

They  have  set  this  holy  code  at  nought  with  indeed  that  our  suppliant  strains  might  be  sot 

ignominy  and  scorn.     Thus  they  treat  all  their  fered  to  steal  into  the  august  ear  in  a  more 

domestic  laws  and  constitutions,   and  even  propitious  season.      That  season,  however, 

what  they  had  considered  as  a  law  of  nature ;  invoked  by  so  many  vows,  conjurations  and 

but  whatever  they  have  put  their  seal  (m  for  prayer,  did  not  come.     Every  declaration  of 

the  purposes  of  their  ambition,  and  the  ruin  of  hostility  renovated,  and  every  act  pursued 

their  neighbours,  this  alone  is   invulnerable,  with  double   animosity — the  overrunning  of 

impassable,  immortal.     Assuming  to  be  mas-  Lombardy — the  subjugation  of  Piedmont— the 

tersof  every  thing  human  and  divine,  here,  and  possession  of  its  impregnable  fortresses— the 

here  alone,  it  seems  they  are  limited,  ''  coop-  seizing  (Hi  all  the  neutral  states  of  Italy— oor 

ed  and  cabined  in ;"  and  this  omnipotent  legis-  expulsion  from  Leghorn — instances  for  ever 

lature  finds  itself  wholly  without  the  power  of  renewed,  for  our  expulsion  from  Genoa — Spain 
exercising  its  favourite  attribute,  the  love  of  rendered  subject  to  them  and  hostile  to  us— 
peace.    In  other  words,  they  are  powerful  to     Portugal  bent  under  the  yoke — half  the  empire 

usurp,  impotent  to  restore ;  and  equally  by  overrim   and  ravaged,  were  the  only  signi 

their  power  and  their  impotence  they  aggran-  which  this  mild   republic  thought  proper  to 

dize  themselves,  and  weaken  and  impoverish  manifest  of  her  pacific  sentiments. — Everyde- 
you  and  all  other  nations.  monstration  of  an  implacable  rancour  and  an 

Nothing  can  be  more  proper  or  more  manly     untameable  pride  were  the  only  encourage- 
than  the  state  publication  called  a  note  on  this     ments  we  received  to  the  renewad  of  our  sqh 
proceeding,  dated  Downing-street,  the  10th  of     plications, 
April,  1796.     Only  that  it  is  better  expressed, 

it  perfectly  agrees  with  the  opinion  I  have  «  While  these  dispositions  shall  be  persisted 
taken  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  your  con-     m.  nothin?  is  left  for  the  king,  but  to  prosecutes 

sideration.*     I  place  it  below  at  full  length  as     war  eqnally  just  and  necessary 

^  °  "  Whenever  his  enemies  shall  manifest  more 

gaclfic  sentiments,  his  majesty  will,  at  alltiraefjj 
,  ,  e  eager  to  concur  in  them,  by  lending  himself, 

the  tone  and  tue  spirit  of  that  answer,  the  nature  in  concert  with  hia  allies,  to  all  such  measure! 
and  extent  of  the  demands  which  it  contains,  as  shall  be  calculated  to  re-establish  Penem 
and  the  mannerof  announcing  ihem,  are  remote  tranquillity  on  conditions  jun,  honourable  apo 
from  any  dispositions  for  peace.  permanent,  either  by  the  establishment  of  a 

*♦  The  inatlmis^ible  pretension  is  there  avow-  general  congress,  which  has  been  so  happwT 
ed  of  appropriating  to  France  all  that  the  laws  the  means  of  restoring  peace  to  Europe,  or  W 
existing  there  may  have  comprised  under  the  a  preliminary  discussion  of  the  principles  whica 
denomination  of  French  territory.  To  a  demand  may  be  proposed,  on  either  side,  as  a  foundation 
such  as  this,  is  added  an  express  declaration  of  a  general  pacification ;  or,  lastly,  by  an  mj 
that  no  proposal  contrary  to  U  will  be  made,  or  partial  examination  of  any  other  way  wbi» 
even  listened  to.  And  even  this,  under  the  pre-  may  be  pointed  out  to  him  for  arriving  at  tbe 
tence  of  an  Internal  regulation,  the  provisions  of  same  salutary  end." 
WAich  are  wholly  foreign  to  all  other  nations.  Downing-atreet,  ^pril  10,  1796. 
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Here,  therefore,  they  and  we  were  fixed,  we  sent  through  this  turnpike  to  demand  a 

Nothing  was  left  to  the  British  ministry  but  passport  for  a  person  who  on  our  part  was  to 

"  to  prosecute  a  war  just  and  necessary" — a  solicit  peace  in  the  metropolis,  at  the  foot-stool 

war  equally  just  at  the  time  of  our  engaging  of  reg.cide  itself.     It  was  not  to  be  expected 

in  it — a  war  becoming  ten  times  more  neces-  that  any  one  of  those  degraded  beings  could 

sary  by  every  thing  which  happened  after-  have  influence  enough  to  settle  any  part  of  tlie 

wuds.     This  resolution  was  soon,  however,  terms  in  favour  of  the  candidates  for  further 

fivgot.    It  felt  the  heat  of  the  season  and  melt-  degradation  ;  besides,  such  intervention  would 

ed  away.    New  hopes  were  entertained  fi-om  be  a  direct  breach  in  their  system,  which  did 

mpplication.     No  expectations,  indeed,  were  not  permit  one  sovereign   power  to  utter  a 

tfaeafimned  firom  renewing  a  direct  application  word  in  the  concerns  of  bis  equal. — Another 

to  the  French  regicides  through  the  agent-  repulse. — We  were  desired  to  apply  directly 

geiteral  for  the  humiliation  of  sovereigns.     At  in  our  persons. — We  submitted  and  made  the 

Ingth  a  step  was  taken  in  degradation  which  application. 

even  went  lower  than  all  the  rest.    Deficient  It  might  be  thought  that  here,  at  length,  we 

in  merits  of  our  own,  a  mediator  was  to  be  had  touched  the  bottom  of  humiliation ;  our 

aoQght — and  we  looked  for  that  mediator  at  lead  was  brought  up  covered  with  mud.    But 

Berlin  I     The  king  of  Prussia's  merits  in  '*  in  the  lowest  deep,  a  lower  deep"  was  to  open 

abtodoning  the  general  cause  might  have  ob-  for  us  still  more  profound  abysses  of  disgrace 

taioed  for  him  some  sort  of  influence  in  favour  and  shame.    However,  in  we  leaped.     We 

of  those  whom  he  had  deserted ;  but  I  have  came  forward  in  our  own  name.     The  pass- 

ntrer  heard  that  his  Prussian  majesty  had  port,  such  a  passport  and  safe  conduct  as 

laldy  discovered  so  marked  an  aflTection  for  would  be  granted  to  thieves,  who  might  comd 

dw  court  of  St.  James's,  or  for  the  court  of  in  to  betray  their  accomplices,  and  no  better, 

YiflDna,  as  to  excite  much  hope  of  his  inter-  was  granted  to  British  supplication.    To  leave 

posing  a  very  powerful  mediation  to  deliver  no  doubt  of  its  spirits,  as  soon  as  the  rumour 

dieiD  fiom  the  distresses  into  which  he  had  of  this  act  of  condescension  could  get  abroad, 

Ivoaght  them.  it  was  formally  announced  with  an  explanation 

If  humiliation  is  the  element  in  which  we  firomauthority,  containing  an  invective  against 

five,  if  it  is  become  not  only  our  occasional  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  their  habitual 

policy  but  our  habit,  no  great  objection  can  be  frauds,  their  proverbial,  punic  perfidy.     No 

Bade  to  the  modes  in  which  it  may  be  diver-  such  state  paper,  as  a  preliminary  to  a  nego- 

■ified ;  though,  I  confess,  I  cannot  be  charmed  elation  for  peace,  has  ever    yet  appeared, 

with  the  idea  of  our  exposing  our  lazar  sores  Very  few  declarations  of  war  have  ever  shewn 

tt  the  door  of  every  proud  survitor  of  the  so  much   and   so  unqualified   animosity.     I 

FRDch  republic,  where  the  court-dogs  will  place  it  below*  as  a  diplomatic  curiosity,  and 

not  deign  to  lick  them.     We  had,  if  I  am  not  in  order  to  be  the  better  understood,  in  the  few 
Buttaken,  a  minister  at  that  court,  who  might 

t>7  its  temper,  and  recede  and  advance  as  he  *  Official  Note,  extracted  from  the  Journal 

wmd  backwardness  or  encouragement.     But  of  the^  defenders  of  the  country. 

townd  a  gendeman  there  on  no  other  errand  «  Diffe?em'7ournTlfh^*e  advanced  that  an 

tow  this,  and  with  no  assurance  whatever  English  plenipotentiary  had  reached  Paris,  and 

tbat  he  should  not  find,  where  he  did  find,  a  had  preseiKedhlmselfto  the  executive  directory, 

npulse,  seems  to  me  to  go  far  beyond  all  the  *>"'  ^^^^  ^^^  proposiiidns  not  having  appeared 

<ie»aiids  of  a  humiliation  merely  politic.     I  ^^^^i^rTnce.  ^^  ^"^  ^^""^^^^  '"'^"'  '""'^""^  ^ 

hope  it  did  not  arise  fi-om  a  predilection  for  "  All  these  assertions  are  equally  false. 

Ibat  mode  of  conduct.  "'Ihe  notices,  given  in  the  English  pnpers. 

The  cup  of  bitterness  was  not,  however,  ^^^  miiuster  having  been  sent  to  Paris,  there  to 

^;n^  t^tu^  j«,«B      Ti«-i«  ««j  n^.Kn  «,«,!  ^^^^^  of  peace,  bring  to  recollection  the  overiures 

*ained  to  the  dru^.     Basle  and  Berlin  were  ^f  ^^  Wicklmra  fo  liie  ambassador  of  the  re- 

iot  sufficient.     After  so  many  and  so  diver-  public  at  Basle,  and  the  rumours  circulated  re- 

Bfied  repulses,  we   were  resolved   to  make  lative  to  the  mKssion  of  Mr.  Hammond  to  the 

iDotber  experiment,  and  to  try  another  medi-  court  o'  Prussia     The  insignificance,  or  rather 

„^       A              .\.         \.                  .1             •  the  subtle  duplicttu,  the  PUNIC  style  of  Mr. 

Iter.     Among    the  unhappy    gentlemen    m  wickham's  note,  is  net  forgotten.    According 

«nose  persons  royalty  is  insulted  and  degra-  to  the  partis^ans  oi'  the  English  ministry,  it  was 

M  at  the  seat  of  plebeian  pride,  and  upstart  to  Paris  that  Mr.Hammondwas  to  come  to  speak 

a«i)ence,  there  is  a  minister  from  Denmark  for  peace :  when  his  destination  became  public, 

.*  n    •       -nr'.i.     .  and  It  was  known  that  he  went  to  Prussia,  tha 

•t  Pans.    Without  any  previous  encourage-  ^j^^^  ^^ ^er  repeated  that  it  was  to  accelerate  a 

neat  to  that,  any  more  than  the  other  steps  peace,  and,  notwithstanding  the  object,  now 
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remarks  I  have  made  upon  a  piece  which  in- 
deed defies  all  description — "  None  but  itself 
can  be  its  parallel." 

I  pass  by  all  the  insolence  and  c<Mitumely 
of  the  performance,  as  it  comes  from  them. 
The  present  question  is  not  how  we  are  to  be 
•fleeted  with  it  in  regard  to  our  dignity .  That 
is  gone.  1  shall  say  no  more  about  it.  Light 
lie  the  earth  on  the  ashes  of  English  pride.  I 
shall  only  observe  upon  it  poUtically,  and  as 
furnishing  a  direction  for  our  own  conduct  in 
this  low  business. 

The  very  idea  of  a  negociation  for  peace, 
whatever  the  inward  sentiments  of  the  party 
may  be,  implies  some  confidence  in  their  faith, 
some  degree  of  belief  in  the  professions  which 
are  made  concerning  it.  A  temporary  and 
occasional  credit,  at  least,  is  granted.  Other- 
wise men  stumble  on  the  very  threshhold.  I 
therefore  wish  to  ask  what  hope  we  can  have 

well  known,  of  this  negociation,  was  to  en^rage 
Prussia  to  break  her  treaties  with  the  republic, 
^^nd  to  return  into  the  coalition — the  court  of 
Berlin,  faitiiful  to  its  engagements,  repulsed 
these  perfidious  propositions.  But  in  converting 
this  intrigue  into  a  mission  for  peace,  the  Eng- 
lish ministry  joined  to  the  hope  of  giving  a  new 
enemy  of  France,  that  of  justifying  the  coru 
tinuance  of  the  war  in  the  eyes  of  the  English 
nation^  and  of  throwing  all  the  odium  ojit  on 
the  French  government.  Such  was  also  the 
aim  of  Mr.  Wickham's  note.  Sttch  is  still  that 
of  the  notices  given  at  this  time  in  the  English 
papers. 

**  This  aim  will  appear  evident,  if  we  reflect 
how  difficult  it  is,  that  the  ambitious  government 
of  England  should  sincerely  wish  fur  a  peace 
that  would  snatch  from  it  it4f  maritime  pre- 
ponderancyj  would  re-establish  the  freedom  of 
the  seas,  would  give  a  new  impulse  to  the 
Spanish^  Dutch,  and  French  marines,  and 
would  carry  to  the  higiiest  degree  of  prosperity 
the  industry  and  commerce  of  those  nations  in 
which  it  has  always  found  rivals,  and  which  it 
has  considered  as  enemies  of  its  csramerce, 
whe..  they  were  tired  of  being  its  dupes. 

*i  But  there  will  no  longer  be  any  creditgiven 
to  the  pacijie  intentions  of  the  English  minis- 
try, when  it  is  known,  that  its  gold  and  its 
intrigues,  its  open  practices,  and  its  insinua- 
tions,  besiege  more  than  ever  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna,  and  are  one  of  the  principcU  obstacles 
to  the  negociation  which  that  cabmet  would  of 
itself  be  induced  to  enter  on  for  peace. 

"They  will  no  longer  be  credited,  finally, 
when  the  moment  of  the  rumour  of  these  over- 
tures being  circulated  is  considered.  7%c  Eng- 
lish nation  supports  impatientlv  the  continu- 
ance  of  the  war,  a  reply  must  be  made  io  its 
atmplaints,  it?  reproaches :  the  parliament  is 
about  to  re. open  its  sittings ;  the  mouths  of  the 
orators  who  will  declaim  against  the  war  must 
be  shut,  the  demand  of  new  taxes  must  be  justi- 
fied ;  and  to  obtain  these  results,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  enabled  to  advance,  that  the  French  go- 
vernment refuses  every  reasonable  propositfon 
of  peace." 


cf  their  good  fiiith,  who,  as  the  very  basis  of 
the  negociaticm,  assume  the  ill  &ith  ai 
treacbeiy  of  those  they  have  to  deal  wilhf 
The  terms,  as  against  us,  must  be  such  u 
imply  a  full  security  against  a  treacherous  coii> 
duct^— that  is,  sudi  terms  as  this  directoiy 
stated  in  its  first  dedaration,  to  [^ace  us  "  is 
an  utter  impossibility  of  executing  our  wretriH 
ed  prefects."  This  is  the  omen,  and  the  sole 
omen,  under  which  we  have  conseated  to  opes 
our  treaty. 

The  second  observation  I  have  to  make  ap> 
on  it,  (much  connected  undoubtedly  with  ^ 
first,)  is,  that  they  have  informed  you  of  the 
result  they  propose  fir<nn  the  kind  of  petce 
they  mean  to  grant  you ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
union  they  propose  amtnig  naticms,  with  the 
view  of  rivslling  our  trade  and  destroying  our 
naval  power ;  and  this  they  suppose  (and  i*iih 
good  reason  too)  mast  be  the  inevitable  effect 
of  their  peace.  It  forms  one  of  their  principil 
grounds  for  suspecting  oar  ministers  oouM  not 
be  in  good  earnest  in  their  propositifm.  They 
make  no  scruple  before  hand  to  tell  you  the 
whole  of  what  they  intend ;  and  this  is  what 
we  call,  in  the  modem  style,  the  acceptance 
of  a  proposition  for  peace !  In  old  language  it 
would  be  called  a  most  haughty,  ofiensive,  and 
insolent  rejection  of  all  treaty. 

Thirdly,  they  tell  you  what  they  conceive 
to  be  the  perfidious  policy  which  dictates  yoor 
delusive  (^er;  that  is,  the  design  of  cheating 
not  only  them,  but  the  people  of  England, 
against  whose  interests  and  inclination  thi> 
war  is  supposed  to  be  carried  on.  If  we  pro- 
ceed in  this  business,  under  this  preliminary 
declaration,  it  seems  to  me,  that  we  admit, 
(now  for  the  third  time)  by  something  a  great 
deal  stronger  than  words,  the  truth  of  the 
charges  of  every  kind  which  they  make  tipoa 
the  Briti^  ministry,  and  the  grGunds  of  tboM 
foul  imputations.  The  language  used  by  Ui 
which  in  other  circumstances  would  not  be  ex- 
ceptionable, in  this  case  tends  very  stron^y  to 
confirm  and  realize  the  suspicion  (/our  eneny* 
I  mean  the  declaration,  that  if  we  do  not  ob- 
tain such  terms  of  peace  as  suits  our  opinion 
of  what  our  interest  requires,  then,  and  infW 
case,  we  shall  continue  the  war  with  vigour. 
This  ofler  so  reasoned,  plainly  implies,  that 
without  it,  our  leaders  thems^ves  entertain 
great  doubt  of  the  opinion  and  good  afiectioni 
of  the  British  people ;  otherwise  there  does  not 
appear  any  cause,  why  we  should  proceed  un- 
der the  scandalous  construction  oi  our  eoemyi 
upon  the  former  offer  made  by  Mr.  Wickha»» 
and  on  the  new  offer  made  directly  at  Pvi^ 
It  is  not,  therefore,  from  a  sense  of  di|U^« 
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Vtt  from  the  dangw  of  ivdicatiDg  that  fiJse  Tbey  tell  vm  thtt  *<  the  Engtish  people  see 

■wtiineiit  in  the  breastB  of  the  enemy,  that  I  ^th  regret  his  majesty's  government  squan- 

^mk,  onder  the  auspices  of  this  declaration,  dering  away  the  funds  whidi  had  been  granted 

IPS  cannot  with  the  least  hope  of  a  good  event,  to  him."    This  astonishing  assumpticm  of  the 

«r  indeed,  with  any  reganl  to  the  common  public  voice  of  England,  is  but  a  slight  fbre- 

■fety,  proceed  in  the  train  of  this  negociation.  taste  of  the  usurpaticm  which,  on  a  piece,  we 

I  widi  ministry  would  seriously  consider  the  HM^y  he  assured  they  will  make  of  all  the  pow- 

li^ortance  of  dieir  seeming  to  confirm  the  en-  ers  in  all  the  parts  of  our  vassal  constitution. 

mtj  in  an  opinion,  that  Us  frequent  use  of  "If  ^^7  <lo  these  things  in  the  green  tree, 

ippnls  to  the  people  against  their  government  ^*»at  shall  be  done  in  the  dry." 

hu  not  been  without  its  effect.    If  it  puts  an  Next  they  tell  us  a  condition  to  our  treaty, 

Old  to  this  war,  it  wiH  render  another  imprao-  that  "  this  government  must  abjure  the  unjust 

tioMe.  hatred  it  bears  to  them,  and  at  last  open  its  ears 

Whoever  goes  to  tiie  directorial  presence  to  the  voice  of  humanity."— Truly  this  is  even 

Uder  this  passport,  with  this  offensive  com-  ^^m  them,  an  extraordinary  demand.    Hith- 

■ent,  and  foul  explanation,  goes,  in  the  avow-  «rto  it  seems  we  have  put  wax  into  our  ears  to 

«d  sense  of  the  court  to  which  he  is  sent,  as  •hutthemupagainstthetender.soothingstrains, 

flw  instrument  of  a  government  dissociated  in  the  q^ettuoso  of  humanity,  warbled  from  the 

fion  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  nation,  for  throats  of  Reubel,  Camot,  Tallien,  and  the 

(he  purpose  of  cheating  both  the  people  of  whole  chorus  of  confiscators,  domiciliary  visit- 

Fnnce  and  the  peojde  of  England.    He-^oes  ®^)  committeemen  of  research,  jurors,  and 

out  the  declared  emissary  of  a  faithless  minis-  presidents  of  revolutionary  tribunals,  regicides, 

tiy.    He  has  perfidy  for  his  credentials.    He  assassins,  massacres,  and  septembrisers.    It 

las  national  weakness  for  his  full  power.    I  \^  °ot  difficult  to  discern  what  sort  of  huroan- 

yel  doubt  whether  any  one  can  be  found  to  in-  ity  our  government  is  to  learn  from  these  syren 

fwt  himself  with  that  character.    If  there  singers.    Our  government  also,  I  admit  with 

Amdd,  it  wodd  be  pleasant  to  read  his  in-  "(Mne  reason,  as  a  step  towards  the  proposed 

■tractions  on  the  answer  which  he  is  to  give  fraternity,  is  required  to  abjure  the  unjust 

to  die  directory,  in  case  they  should  repeat  to  hatred  which  it  bears  to  this  body  of  honour 

kin  the  substance  of  the  manifesto  which  he  <^  virtue.    I  thank  God  I  an  neither  a  mi- 

cirries  with  him  in  his  portfolio.  nister  nor  a  leader  of  opposition.    I  protest  I 

So  much  for  the  Jint  manifesto  of  the  regi-  cannot  do  what  they  desire.    I  could  not  do  it 

ode  court  which  went  along  with  the  passport.  ^  I  were  under  the  guillotine ;  or  as  they  in- 

Lest  this  declaration  should  seem  the  effect  of  geniously  and  pleasantly  express  it,  *<  looking 

kiste,  or  a  mere  sudden  effusion  of  pride  and  out  of  the  little  national  window,"    Even  at 

intolenoe,  on  fidl  deliberation,  pboai  a  week  that  opening  I  could  receive  none  of  their  light. 

after  comes  out  a  second.    This  manifesto  is  I  »"»  fortified  against  aH  such  affections  by 

ditod  the  fifth  of  October,  one  day  before  the  the  declaration  of  the  government,  which  I 

ipeedi  from  the  throne,  on  the  vigil  of  the  fes-  """St  yet  consider  as  lawful,  made  on  the  S9th 

tire  day  of  cordial  unanimity  so  happily  cele-  of  October,  179S,*  and  still  ringing  in  my  ears. 

baled  by  afl  parties  in  the  British  parliament.  This  declaration  was  transmitted  not  only  to 

ta  tibis  piece  the  regicides,  our  worthy  friends, 

(I  caO  Chem  by  advance  and  by  courtesy  what  *  "  In  their  place  has  succeeded  a  system  de- 

by  law  I  shall  be  obliged  to  call  them  here-  etnc&re  of  aD  public  order,  maintained  by  pro- 

CMoroe  the  nnrmer  declaration  concemmg  our  cres  which  cannot  be  remembered  without  hor- 

6idi  and  sincerity,  which  they  pinned  to  our  rour ;  and  at  length  by  the  execrable  murder  of 

panport.    On  three  other  points  which  run  fj^^  ^l**  beneficent  sovereign,  and  of  the  illus- 

t^  ^  their  d«=bn.ticn.,  ft.,  «e  more  ±r,ijr.'S-.Ci.X"«r.'ff  hX^JS'Ti 

eiipitcit  than  ever.  sort,  hia  protracted  sufferings,  his  cruel  captlvl. 

First,  they  more  directly  undertake  to  be  ty,  and  ignominious  death."— "They  (the  allies) 

the  real  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  ^^^J®  ^^  to  encounter  acts  of  aggression  with- 

VI.L-.I— , .  JLt^  m  «i.vrww.;*;»n  L  Jv.;»i«  fko^  out  pretext,  open  violatfon  of  all  treaties,  un- 

Uttfdom :  and  on  a  supposition,  m  which  they  provoked  declarations  of  war ;  to  a  word,  what- 

agree  with  our  parliamentary  reformers,  that  ever  corruption,  intri^fue  or  vlolen<%  could  eifect 

w»  house  of  commons  is  not  that  represents-  for  the  purpose  so  openly  avowed,  of  subverting 

Ufa,  the  fimction  being  vacant,  they,  as  our  »^  the  insUtutions  of  soclegr.  and  of  extending 

«mK<..«i«f;Hi*:.sM.i  o«»n    fnfi^Jli  k;.  w.-i«-t„  ^7^^  *^^  '^®  nations  of  Europe  that  confu- 

tnwoonsUtuUonal  organ,  mtorm  bis  majesty  gjo„^   ^hjcii  hag    produced    the   miseiy  of 

tad  the  worid  of  the  sense  of  the  nation.  France."— 

Vol.  n.— 15 
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our  commaQden  by  eea  and  land,  but  to  our 
miniaters  in  every  court  of  Europe.  It  ia  the 
most  eloquent  and  highly  finished  in  the  style, 
the  most  judicious  in  the  choice  of  topics,  the 
most  orderly  in  the  arrangement,  and  the  most 
rich  in  the  c<4ouring,  without  employing  the 
smallest  degree  of  exaggeration,  ojf  any  state 
paper  that  has  ever  yet  appeared.  An  ancient 
writer,  Plutarch,  I  think  it  is,  quoted  some 
verses  on  the  eloquence  o{  Pericles,  who  is 
called  "  the  only  orator  that  left  stings  in  the 
minds  c^his  hearers."  Like  his,  the  eloquence 
of  the  declaration,  not  contradicting,  but  en- 
forcing sentiments  of  the  truest  humanity,  has 
left  stings  that  have  penetrated  more  than  skin- 
deep  into  my  mind ;  and  never  can  they  be  ex- 
tracted by  all  the  surgery  of  murder ;  never  can 
the  throbbings  they  have  created,  be  assuaged 
by  all  the  emollient  cataplasms  of  robbery  and 
coafiscati<Hi.     I  cannot  love  the  republic. 

•*Thi8  stite  of  ihinsrs  cannot  exist  in  France 
wiihout  involving  all  the  surroumiing  powers  in 
<me  common  danger,  without  giving  ihem  the 
right,  without  imposing  it  upon  them  as  a  duty, 
to  stop  the  progress  of  an  evil,  which  exists  only 
by  the  succes-'fve  vi<»laiion  of  all  law  and  afi 
property,  and  which  at'a'^ks  the  fumJamTrntal 

erinciples  by  whkh  mankind  i-i  united  in  the 
onds  of  civil  society." — '*  The  king  would  im- 
pose none  other  than  equitable  and  moderate 
conditions,  not  such  as  the  exptense,  the  risks 
and  the  sacrifices  of  the  war  might  ju.»tify  ;  but 
such  as  his  majesty  thinks  himself  under  the 
indispensable  nece:'sity  of  requiring,  with  a 
view  to  these  considerations,  and  siiil  more  to 
that  of  his  own  security  and  of  the  future  tran- 
quillity of  Europe.  His  majesty  desires  nothing 
more  sincerely  than  thus  to  terminate  a  war, 
which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  avoid,  and  all 
the  calamities  of  which,  as  now  experienced  by 
France,  are  to  be  attributed  only  to  the  ambition, 
the  perfidy,  and  the  violence  of  those,  whose 
crimes  have  involved  their  own  country  in  mis- 
ery, and  disgraced  all  civilized  nations." — 
**  The  king  promises  on  his  part  the  suspension 
of  hostilities,  friendship,  and  (as  far  as  the 
course  ofevents  will  allow,  of  which  the  will  of 
man  cannot  dispose)  aecurky  and  protection  to 
all  those  who,  by  declaring  for  a  monarchical 
form  of  government,  shall  shake  off  the  yoke 
of  sanguinary  anarchy;  of  that  anarchy  which 
has  broken  all  the  m'>st  sacred  bond-^  of  society, 
dissolved  all  the  relations  of  civil  life,  violated 
every  right,  confounded  every  duty  ;  which  uses 
the  name  of  liberty  to  exercise  the  most  cruel 
tyranny,  to  annihilate  all  property,  to  seize  on 
all  possess!' ms  ;  which  founds  its  power  on  the 
pretended  consent  of  the  people,  and  itself  car- 
ries fire  and  sword  throueh  extensive  provinces 
for  having  demanded  their  laws,  their  religion, 
and  their  lawful  sovereign.^* 
Declaratioo  sent  by  his  mc^esty's  command  to 
the  commanders  of  his  majesty's  fleets  and 
armies  employed  against  France,  and  to  his 
majesty's  ministers  employed  at  foreign 
courts. 
WhitehaU,  Oct,  39<A,  1798. 


The  third  point  which  they  hare  men  dov* 
ly  expressed  than  ever,  is  of  equal  importiMl 
with  the  rest ;  and  with  them  fumisfaea  aeiMii* 
plete  view  of  the  regicide  system.  For  tiiigf 
demand  as  a  condition,  without  which  our  ••■ 
bassador  of  obedience  cannot  be  received  wiih 
any  hope  of  success,  that  he  shall  be  "  pn^ 
vided  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  a  pem 
between  the  Fnmch  repuUic  and  Great  Bii* 
tain,  and  to  conclude  it  d^nitivd^  betwMB 
the  TWO  powers."  With  their  spear  Hmf 
draw  a  circle  about  us.  They  will  hev  M* 
thing  of  a  joint  treaty.  We  must  make  a 
peace  separately  from  our  allies.  We  unit, 
'  as  the  very  first  and  preliminary  step^  be  gu3t)f 
of  that  perfidy  towards  our  fi'iends  and  um>> 
ciates,  with  which  they  reproach  u»  ia  on 
transactions  with  them  our  enemies.  Wean 
called  u[x>n  scandalously  to  betray  the  fbadi^ 
mental  securities  to  ourselves  and  to  al 
nations.  In  my  opinion  (it  is  peihaps  but  a 
poor  one)  if  we  are  meanly  bold  enou^  to 
send  an  ambassador  such  as  this  official  Mte 
of  the  enemy  requires,  we  cannot  even  das- 
patch  our  emissary  without  danger  of  beiaf 
charged  with  a  breach  of  our  allianoe.  Ga* 
vemment  now  understands  the  fiill  meaniagof 
the  passport. 

Strange  revolutions  have  happened  in  dia 
ways  of  thinking  and  in  the  feelings  of  men: 
but,  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  coalition  of  par- 
ties indeed,  and  a  kindof  unheard^if  unaniai- 
ty  in  public  councils,  which  can  impose  diia 
new-iliscovered  system  of  negotiation,  aa 
sound  national  policy  <m  the  understanding 
of  a  spectator  of  this  wonderfal  scene,  who 
judges  on  the  principles  of  any  thing  he  aver 
before  saw,  read,  or  heard  ol^  and  above  all,  oo 
the  understanding  of  a  person  who  has  in  his 
eye  the  transactions  of  the  last  seven  years, 

I  know  it  is  supposed,  that  if  good  terns 
of  capitulation  are  not  granted,  afler  we  have 
thus  so  repeatedly  hung  out  the  white  flag,  tbs 
national  spirit  will  revive  with  tenfold  anioar. 
This  is  an  experiment  cautiously  to  be  made. 
Reader  pour  mieux  satUeTf  according  to  tbs 
French  by-word,  cannot  be  trusted  to  aa  a 
general  rule  of  conduct.  To  diet  a  nnm  into 
weakness  and  languor,  afterwards  to  give  him 
the  greater  strength,  has  more  of  the  empiric  than 
the  rational  physician.  It  is  true  that  aoBM 
persons  have  been  kicked  into  courage ;  and 
this  is  no  bad  hint  to  give  to  those  who  are 
too  forward  and  liberal  in  bestowing  insults 
and  outrages  on  their  passive  companiona. 
But  such  a  course  does  not  at  first  view  ap" 
pear  a  well-chosen  dicipline  to  form  men  to  a 
nice  sense  of  honour,  or  a  quick  resentment  cf 
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A  long  habit  of  humiliation  does  not  law.    Is  this  the  disposition  of  the  people  of 

a  very  good  preparative  to  manly  and  England  ?    Then  the  people  of  England  are 

ifigoroos  sentiment.    It  may  not  leave,  per-  contented  to  seek  in  the  kindness  of  a  foreign 

li^,  enough  of  energy  in  the  mind  &irly  to  systematic  enemy,  combined  with  a  dangerous 

fiscem  what  are  good  terms  or  what  are  not.  Action  at  home,  a  security  which  they  cannot 

Men  low  and  dispirited   may  regard    those  find  in  their  own  patriotism  and  their  own 

trnns  as  not  at  all  amiss,  which  in  another  courage.    They  are  willing  to  trust  to  the 

slale  of  mind  they  would  think  tolerable ;  if  sympathy  of  regicides,  the  guarantee  of  the 

ihsy  grow  peevish  in  this  state  of  mind,  they  British  monarchy.    They  are  content  to  rest 

■■J  be  roused,  not  against  the  enemy  whom  their  religion  on  the  piety  of  atheism  by  es- 

tkfly  have  been  taught  to  fear,  but  against  the  tablishment.    They  are  satisfied  to  seek  in 

■DDstry,*  who  are  more  within  their  reach,  the  clemency  of  practised  murderers  the  secu- 

md  who  have  refused  conditions  that  are  not  rity  of  their  lives.     They  are  pleased  to  con- 

■■easonable,  from  power  that  they  have  been  fide  their  property  to  the  safe-guard  of  those 

tm^t  to  consider  as  irresistible.  who  are  robbers  by  inclination,  interest,  habit, 

nr  all  that  for  some  months  I  have  heard  and  system.  If  this  be  our  deliberate  minds, 
hive  the  least  foundation,  I  hope  it  has  not,  truly  we  deserve  to  lose,  what  it  is  impossible 
the  ministers  are,  perhaps,  not  quite  so  much  we  should  long  retain,  the  name  of  a  nation, 
tabe  blamed,  as  their  condition  is  to  be  lamen-  In  matters  of  state,  a  constitutional  compe- 
ted. I  have  been  given  to  understand,  that  tence  to  act,  is  in  many  cases  the  smallest 
ttese  proceedings  are  not  in  their  origin  pro-  part  of  the  question.  Without  disputing  (God 
periy  tfieirs.  It  is  said  that  there  is  a  secret  forbid  I  should  dispute)  the  sole  competence 
IB  Ae  house  of  commons.  It  is  said  that  mi-  of  the  king  and  the  parliament,  each  in  its 
sitters  act  not  according  to  the  votes,  but  ac-  province,  to  decide  on  war  and  peace,  I  ven- 
eading  to  the  dispositions,  of  the  majority.  I  ture  to  say,  no  war  can  be  long  carried  on 
heir  that  the  minori^  has  long  since  spoken  against  the  will  of  the  people.  This  war,  in 
the  general  sense  of  Uie  nation ;  and  that  to  particular,  cannot  be  carried  on  unless  they  are 
pR^rent  those  who  compose  it  from  having  the  enthusiastically  in  &vour  of  it.  Acquiescence 
open  and  avowed  lead  in  the  house,  or  peiiiaps  will  not  do.  There  must  be  zeal.  Universal 
is  bodi  houses,  it  was  necessary  to  pre-occupy  zeal  in  such  a  cause,  and  at  such  a  time  as 
dieir  ground,  and  to  take  their  propositicms  out  this  is,  cannot  be  looked  for ;  neither  is  it 
flf  their  mouths,  even  with  the  hazard  of  being  necessary.  Zeal  in  the  larger  part  carries  the 
ifterwards  reproached  with  a  compliance  which  force  of  the  whole.  Without  this,  no  govern- 
it  was  foreseen  would  be  fruitless.  ment,  certainly  not  our  government,  is  capaUe 

If  the  general  disposition  of  the  people  be,  of  a  great  war.     None  of  the  ancient  regular 

ul  hear  it  is,  for  an  immediate  peace  with  governments  have  wherewithal  to  fight  abroad 

regicide,  without  so  much  as  considering  our  with  a  foreign  foe,  and  at  home  to  overo(»ne 

priitic  and  solemn  engagements  to  the  party  in  repining,  reluctance,  and  chicane.    It  must 

I^anoe  whose  cause  we  had  espoused,  or  the  be  some  portentous  thing,  like  regicide  France, 

ciigagementse3q>ressed  in  our  general  alliances,  that  can  exhibit  such  a  prodigy.    Yet  even 

M  only  without  an  enquiry  into  the  terms,  but  she,  the  mother  of  monsters,  more  prolific  than 

witfi  a  certain  knowledge  that  ncme  but  the  the  country  of  old  called  Feraaf  monsfronnn, 

worst  terms  will  be  offereid,  it  is  all  over  with  shews  symptoms  of  being  almost  efl«te  already; 

v.    It  is  strange,  but  it  may  be  true,  that  as  and  she  wiU  be  so,  unless  the  fiJlow  of  a  peaca 

fte  danger  firom  jacobinism  is  increased  in  my  comes  to  recruit  her  fertility.    But  whatever 

ejas  and  in  yours,  the  fear  d'it  is  lessened  in  may  be  represented  concerning  the  meanness 

tte  eyes  of  many  people  who  formerly  regard-  of  the  popular  spirit,  I,  for  one,  do  not  diink 

ed  it  with  horrour.    It  seems,  they  act  under  so  desperately  of  the  British  nation.    Our 

^  impression  of  terrours  of  another  sort,  minds,  as  I  said,  are  light,  but  they  are  not 

wfaidi  have  firightened  them  out  of  their  first  depraved.    We  are  dr^tdfiiUy  open  to  delu- 

ipprehensions.    But  let  their  fears  or  their  sion  and  to  dejection ;  but  we  are  capable  of 

liopes,  or  their  desires,  be  what  they  will,  being  animated  and  undeceived, 

they  rixNild  recollect,  that  they  who  would  It  cannot  be  concealed.    We  are  a  divided 

■like  peace  without  a  previous  knowledge  of  people.    But  in  divisions,  where  a  part  is  to 

^  terms,  make  a  surrender.     They  are  con-  be  taken,  we  are  to  make  a  muster  of  our 

Vnred.    They  do  not  treat ;  thev  receive  the  strength.    I  have  oflen  endeavoured  to  rom- 

•  Ul  letharglcus  hie,  cum  fit  pugll,  et  medi-  P»te  and  to  class  thjMe  who,  in  any  ^itical 

ewmrjet    Boa.  view,  are  to  be  called  the  oeople.    Without 
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doina  something  of  this  sort  we  mast  proceed  credible,  and  diTcrsifying  thevr  timi 

absurdly.    We  should  not  be  much  wiser,  if  description,  they  are  capable  of  mit 

we  pretend<.»d  to  very  great  accuracy  in  our  general  voice.     We  must  not  alway 

estimate ;  but  I  think,  in  the  calculation  I  have  the  generality  of  the  opinion  by  the  n 

made,  the  errour  cannot  be  very  material.     In  acclamation. 
England  and  Scotland,  I  compute  that  those         The  majority,  the  other  (bar  fill] 

of  adult  ago,  not  declining  in  lifo,  of  tolerable  fectly  sound  ;  and  of  the  best  possib 

leisure  fi>r    such  discussions,   and    of  some  tion  to  religion,  to  government,  to  tl 

means  of  information,  more,  or  less,  and  who  undivided  interest  of  their  country, 

are  above  menial  dependence,  (or  what  vir-  are  generally  disposed  to  peace.   Th 

tually  is  such)  may  amount  to  about  four  bun-  in  possession  of  all  they  wish  are  1 

dred  thousand.     There  is  such  a  thing  as  a  improvident.    With  this  fault  (an 

natural  representative  o{  the  people.     This  its  existence  in  all  its  extent)  they 

body  is  that  representative  ;  and  on  this  body,  endure  to  hear  of  a  peace  that  led 

more  than  on  the  legal  constituent,  the  artifi>  of  every  thing  for  which  peace  is  de 

cial    representative  depends.      This    is    the  However,  the  desire  of  peace  is 

British  public ;  and  it  is  a  public  very  numer-  the  weak  side  of  that  kind  of  men. 

ous.     The  rest,  when  feeble,  are  the  objects  that  are  ruined,  are  ruined  on  the  s 

of  protecti(xi;  when  strong,  the' means  of  force,  natural  propensities.     There  the 

They  who  affect  to  ccmsider  that  part  of  us  in  guarded.    Above  all,  good  men  do 

any  other  light,  insult  while  they  cajole  us ;  that  their  destruction   is  attempt 

they  do  not  want  us  for  counsellors  in  delibera-  their  virtues.     This  their  enemies 

tion,  but  to  list  us  as  soldiers  fi>r  the  battle.  ly  aware  of:  and  accordingly,  the] 

Of  these  four  hundred  thousand  political  turbulent  of  mankind,  who  never  m 

citizens,  I  look  upon  one  fiflh,  or  about  eighty  pie  to  shake  the  tranquillity  of  their 

tiunisand,  to  be  pure  jacobins  ;  utterly  incapa-  its  centre,  raise  a  continual  cry  for 

ble  of  amendment ;  objects  of  eternal  vigilance ;  France.    Peace  with  regicide,  an 

and  when  they  break  out,  of  legal  constraint,  the  rest  of  the  worid,  is  their  mot 

On  these,  no  reason,  no  argument,  no  exam-  the  beginning,  and  even  whilst  t 

pie,  no  venerable  authority,  can    have    the  gave  the  blows,  and  we  hardly  oppo 

slightest  influence.     They  desire  a  change ;  inertim  to  their  efforts,  firom  that 

andthey  will  have  it  if  they  can.    If  they  can-  hour,  like  importunate  Guinea-lb 

not  have  it  by  EnglisAi  cabal,  they  will  make  one  note  day  and  night,  they  hav< 

no  sort  of  scruple  of  having  it  by  the  cabal  of  peace. 

France,  into  which  already  they  are  virtually        In  this  they  are,  as  I  confess  is 

incorporated.    It  is  only  their  assured  and  they  are,  perfectly  consistent, 

confident  expectation  of  the  advantages  of  wish  to  unite  themselves  to  you 

French  fraternity  and  the  approaching  bless-  naturally  desire,  that  you  should  di 

ings  of  regicide  intercourse,  that  skins  over  self  by  a  peace  with  these  enemN 

their  mischievous  dispositicnis  with  a  momen-  passes  my  concepticHi,  how  tftey , 

tary  quiet.  well  to  their  country  on  its  anci«it 

This  minority  is  great  and  formidable.    I  laws  and  manners,  come  not  to 

do  not  know  whether  if  I  aimed  at  the  total  alarmed,  when  they  find  nothing  ba 

overthrow  of  a  kingdom,  I  should  wish  to  be  fer  peace,  in  the  mouths  of  the  iw 

encumbered  with  a  larger  body  of  partisans,  the  least  disposed  to  it  in  their  m 

They  are  most  easily  disciplined  and  directed  dieir  habitual  character, 
than  if  the  number  were  greater.    These,  by        I  have  a  good  opinion  of  the  gei 

their  spirit  of  intrigue,  and  by  their  restless  ties  of  the  jacobins:  not  that  I  sq! 

agitating  activity,  are  of  a  force  fiir  superiour  better  bom  than  others ;  but  stran 

to  their  numbers ;  and  if  times  grew  the  least  awaken  the  faculties.    They  saffin 

critical,  have  the  means  of  debauching  or  in-  tide  of  the  man  to  be  lost.     The  s 

timidating  many  olt  those  who  are  now  sound,  terprise  gives  to  this  description  t' 

as  well  as  of  adding  to  their  force  large  bodies  of  all  their  native  enei^es.    If  I  Ii 

of  the  more  passive  part  of  the  nation.     This  to  conceive  that  my  enemy,  wfai 

minority  is    numerous  enough    to  make   a  must  have  an  interest  in  my  des 

mighty  cry  tbr  peace,  <Mr  fer  war,  or  for  any  ob-  also  a  person  (^discernment  and  sa^ 

ject  they  are  led  vehemently  to  desire.    By  I  must  be  quite  sure,  that  in  a  c 

passing  trom  [dace  to  place  witfi  a  Telocity  in-  object  he  violently  pursues,  is  tho 
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iBjriiiiB  is  likely  to  be  tiie  most  per-  can  only  maintain  it  by  an  appeal  to  the  high- 

BDHpliahed.    Why  do  the  jacobins  er ;  and  to  those,  in  whom  that  hi^^er  part  is 

'pncdi    Becanse  they  know,  that  this  the  most  predominant,  he  must  look  the  roost 

giiiiecl,  the  rest  will  follow  of  course,  for  his  support.    Whilst  he  holds  out  no  in- 

'nriMut,  why  are  all  the  rules  cf  prudence,  ducement  to  the  wise,  nor  bribes  to  the  avari- 

"^*  j^^WSM  the  laws  of  material  nature,  to  be  at  cious,  he  may  be  forced  by  a  vulgar  cry  into 

^^i>  tine  reversed  ?    How  comes  it,  Uiat  now,  a  peace  ten  times  more  ruinous  than  the  most 

^^Ibe  Snt  time,  men  think  it  right  to  be  go-  disastrous  war.     The  weaker  he  is  in  the 

^[Jwd  by  the  counsels  of  their  enemies?  fund  of  motives  which  apply  to  our  avarice,  to 

^^|ftt  Aey  not  rather  to  tremUe,  when  they  our  laziness,  and  to  our  lassitude,  if  he  means 

^Mpemiaded  to  travel  on  the  same  road ;  aiKl  to  carry  the  war  to  any  end  at  all,  the  stronger 

%  lad  to  die  same  place  of  rest  ?  he  ought  to  be  in  his  addresses  to  our  magnani- 

The  minority  I  speak  cf,  is  not  susceptible  mity  and  to  our  reason. 
if  m  inpression  fixmi  the  topics  of  argument  In  stating  that  Walpole  was  driven  by  a 
Is  be  osed  to  the  larger  part  of  the  community,  popular  clamour  into  a  measure  not  to  be  jus- 
I  therefore  do  not  across  to  them  any  part  of  tified,  I  do  not  mean  wholly  to  excuse  his  ccm- 
wtat  I  have  to  say.    The  more  forcibly  I  duct.    My  time  of  observation  did  not  exactly 
ray  arguments  against  their  system,  so  coincide  with  that  event :  but  I  read  much  c^ 
to  make  an  impression  where  I  wish  to  the  controversies  then  carried  on.     Several 
it,  the  more  strongly  I  rivet  them  in  years  after  the  contests  of  parties  had  ceased, 
MBtiments.    As  fiv  us,  who  compose  the  people  were  amused,  and  in  a  degree 
At  ftr  larger,  and  what  I  call  the  for  better  wanned  with  them.    The  events  of  that  era 
fut  of  die  people ;  let  me  say,  that  we  have  seemed  then  of  magnitude,  which  the  revolu- 
Mt  been  quite  fiiirly  dealt  with  when  called  to  tions  of  our  time  have  reduced  to  parochial  im- 
tiudeliberatioa.    The  Jacobin  minori^  have  portance ;  and  the  debates,  which  then  shodc 
been  abondandy  supplied  witH  irtores  and  pro-  the  nation,  now  appear  of  no  higher  moment 
nrions  of  aH  kinds  towards  their  wazfiure.    No  than  a  discussion  in  a  vestry.    When  I  was 
■Qrt  of  argumentative  materials,  suited  to  their  very  young,  a  general  foshion  told  me  I  was  to 
pvposes  have  beoi  withhdd.    False  they  are,  admire  some  of  the  writings  against  that  mi- 
nnound,  sophistical ;  but  they  are  regular  in  nister ;  a  little  more  maturity  taught  me  as 
their  direction.    They  aH  bear  one  way :  and  much  to  despise  them.    I  observed  one  fault 
tbey  all  go  to  the  support  of  die  substantial  in  his  general  proceeding.    He  never  manful- 
Bierits  of  their  cause.    The  othersahave  not  ly  put  forward  the  entire  strength  of  his  cause. 
liad  the  question  so  much  as  fidriy  stated  to  He  temporised ;  he  managed ;  and  adopting 
them.  very  nearly  the  sentiments  of  his  adversaries. 
There  has  not  been  in  this  century,  any  he  opposed  their  inferences.    This,  for  a  poli- 
fireign  peace  or  war,  in  its  origin,  the  fruit  tical  commander,  is  the  choice  of  a  weak  post, 
of  popular  desire ;  except  the  war  that  was  His  adversaries  had  the  better  of  the  argument, 
nade  widi  spain  in  1793.    Sir  Robert  Wal-  as  he  handled  it,  not  as  the  reason  and  justice 
pole  was  forced  into  the  war  by  the  people,  of  his  cause  enabled  him  to  manage  it.    I  say 
who  were  inflamed  to  this  measure  by  the  this,  afler  having  seen,  and  with  some  care 
Most  leading  politicians,  by  the  first  orators,  examined,  the  original  documents  concerning 
and  the  greatest  poets  of  the  time.    For  that  certain  important  transactions  of  those  times, 
war.  Pope  sung  his  dying  notes.    For  that  They  perfecdy  satisfied  me  of  the  extreme  in- 
war,  Johnson,  in  more  oaergetic  strains,  em-  justice  of  that  war,  and  of  the  falsehood  of  the 
ployed  the  voice  of  his  early  genius.    For  colours,  which  to  his  own  ruin,  and  guided  by 
that  war,  Glover  distinguished  himself  in  the  a  mistaken  policy,  he  suffered  to  be  daubod 
way  in  which  his  muse  was  the  most  natural  over  that  measure.    Some  years  afler,  it  was 
ind  happy.    The  crowd  readily  followed  the  my  fcnlune  to  converse  with  many  of  the  prin- 
politicians  in  the  cry  for  a  war,  which  threat-  cipal  actors  against  that  minister,  and  with 
ened  little  bloodshed,  and  which    promised  those,  who  principally  excited  that  clamour, 
rictories  that  were  attended  with  something  None  of  them,  no  not  one,  did  in  the  least  de- 
more  solid  than  glory.    A  war  widi  Spain  fend  the  measure,  or  attempt  to  justify  their 
was  a  war  of  plunder.    In  the  present  conflict  conduct.    They  condemned  it  as  freely  as 
witfi  regicide,  Mr.  Pitt  has  not  hitherto  had,  they  would  have  done  in  commenting  upon 
nor  win  perhaps  for  a  few  days  have,  many  any  proceeding  in  history,  in  which  thoy  were 
prizes  to  hold  out  in  the  lottery  of  war,  to  totally  unconcerned.    Thus  it  will  be.    They 
tempt  the  lower  part  of  our  character.    He  who  stir  up  the  people  to  improper  desires, 
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whether  of  peace  or  wtr,  will  be  condemned  standing  nor  to  the  heart.    Cold  as  ioe  tlM» 

bj  thenwelTet.    They  who  weakly  yield  to  aehres,  they  never  could  kindle  in  our  bretila 

them  will  be  condemned  by  history.  spark  of  that  zeal,  which  is  necessary  to  a  Mi- 

In  my  opinion,  the  present  ministry  are  as  flict  with  an  adverse  zeal ;  much  less  were  &if 

far  from  doing  full  justice  to  their  cause  in  this  made  to  infiise  into  our  minds,  that  stidAaai 

war,  as  Walpole  was  from  doing  justice  to  the  persevering  s{Mrit,  which  akme  is  capsfaie  «f 

peace  which  at  that  time  he  was  willing  to  bearing  up  against  those  vicissitudes  of  fiir* 

preserve.    They  throw  the  light  on  one  side  tune,  which  wiU  probably  occur,  and  dioii 

only  of  their  case ;  thou^  it  is  impossible  they  burthens  which  must  be  inevitably  borne  m  a 

should  not  observe,  that  the  other  side  whidh  kmg  war.    I  speak  it  en^rfiatically,  and  widi 

is  kept  in  the  shade  has  its  importance  too.  a  desire  that  it  shouU  be  marked,  in  a  hmg 

They  must  know,  that  France  is  formidable,  war;  because,  widiout  such  a  war,  noeipe> 

not  only  as  she  is  France,  but  as  die  is  jacobin  rience  has  yet  told  us,  that  a  dangerous  pover 

France.    They  knew  from  the  beginning  that  has  ever  been  reduced  to  measure  or  to  reaMk 

the  jacobin  party  was  not  confined  to  that  I  do  not  throw  back  my  view  to  die  Pib* 

country.    They  knew,  they  felt,  the  strong  poonesian  war  of  twen^-seven  years;  wirto 

disposition  of  the  same  fiu^tion  in  both  coun-  two  (^the  punic  wars,  the  first  of  Vtftxij4m 

tries  to  communicate  and  to  co-operate.    For  the  second  of  eighteen ;  nor  to  the  more  reoeil 

some  time  past,  these  two  points  have  been  war  concluded  by  the  treaty  of  Westphalia, 

kept,  and  even  industriously  kept,  out  of  sight,  which  continued  I  think,  for  thirty.    I  goia 

France  is  considered  as  merely  a    foreign  what  is  but  just  &ilen  behind  living  memay, 

power ;  and  the  seditious  English  only  as  a  and  immediately  touches  our  own  oouatij. 

domestic  faction.    The  merits  of  the  war  with  Let  the  porti(m  of  our  history  firom  the  year 

the  former  have  been  argued  solely  on  poli-  1689  to  17  IS  be  brought  before  us.    We  liiall 

tical  grounds.    To  prevent  the  mischievous  find,  that  in  all  diat  period  of  twenty-finr 

doctrines  of  the  latter,  fixxn  corrupting  our  years,  there  weYe  hardly  five  that  could  be 

minds,  matter  and  argument  have  been  sup-  called  a  season  of  peace ;  and  the  interval  b^ 

plied  abundantly,  and  even  to  surfeit,  on  the  tween  the  two  wars  was  in  reality,  nodung 

exceUenqr  of  our  own  government.    But  no-  more  than  a  very  active  preparation  for  reno- 

thing  has  been  done  to  make  us  feel  in  what  vated  hostility.    During  that  period,  every  ooe 

manner  the  safety  of  that  government  is  con-  of  the  propositions  of  peace  came  firam  the  ea- 

nected  with  the  principle  and  with  the  issue  emy :  the  first,  when  they  were  accepted,  at 

of  this  war.    F<Mr  any  thing,  which  in  the  late  the  peac%  of  Ryswic ;  the  second,  where  they 

di8cussi<m  has  appeared,  the  war  is  entirely  were  rejected,  at  the  congress  at  Gertruden- 

cdlateral  to  the  state  of  jacobinism ;  as  truly  a  burgh ;  the  last,  when  the  war  ended  by  the 

foreign  war  to  us  and  to  all  our  home  concerns,  treaty  of  Utrecht.    Even  then,  a  very  great 

aa  the  war  with  Spain  in  1739,  about  Chcrda-  part  of  the  nation,  and  that  which  contaiiMl 

CotUu,  the  Madrid  Convention,  and  the  feble  by  fiu:  the  most  intelligent  statesmen,  wu 

of  Captain  Jenkin^$  ears.  against  the  ccmclusion  of  the  war.    I  do  not 

Whenever  the  adverse  party  has  raised  a  enter  into  the  merits  of  that  question  as  be> 

cry  for  peace  with  the  regicide,  the  answer  has  tween  the  parties.    I  only  state  the  existeoce 

been  little  more  than  this,  "  that  the  adminia-  of  that  opinion  as  a  fact,  from  whence  yon  nay 

tration  wished  for  such  a  peace,  full  as  much  draw  such  an  inference  as  you  think  propciij 

as  the  opposition ;  but  that  the  time  was  not  arises  fix>m  it. 

convenient  for  making  it."    Whatever  else  It  is  for  us  at  present  to  reooQect  what  we 

has  been  said  was  much  in  the  same  spirit,  have  been ;  and  to  consider  what,  if  weidease. 

Reasons  of  this  kind  never  touched  the  sub-  we  may  be  still.    At  the  period  of  those  wan, 

stantial  merits  of  the  war.    They  were  in  the  our  principal  strength  was  found  in  theresohf 

nature  of  dilatory  pleas,  exceptions  of  form,  tion  of  the  people ;  and  that  in  the  resolutioa 

previous  questions.    Accordingly  all  the  argu-  of  a  part  only  of  the  then  whole,  which  bon 

ments  against  a  compliance  with  what  was  no   proportion    to  our   existing   magnitude, 

represented  as  the  popular  desire,  (urged  oa  England  and  Scotland  were  not  united  at  the 

with  all  possible  vehemence  and  earnestness  beginning  of  that  mighty  struggle.    When,  in 

by  the  jacobins)  have  appeared  flat  and  Ian-  the  course  of  the  contest,  they  were  coojoined, 

guid,  feeble  and  evasive.    They  appeared  to  it  was  in  a  raw,  an  ill-cementod,  an  unprodudr 

aim  only  at  gaining  time.    They  never  enters  ive  union.    For  the  whole  duration  of  the 

ed  into  the  peculiar  and  distinctive  character  war,  and  long  after,  the  names,  and  other  out- 

of  the  war.    They  qwke  neither  to  the  tmdeiw  ward  and  visible  signs  of  apf  /  jtlmation,  catbtf 
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dian  diminished  our  insular  feuds,  to  the  state,  is  not  (mly  grown  iu  a  proportion 
Tlwy  were  rather  the  causes  of  new  discon-  of  near  five  to  one  as  the  foreign,  but  has  been 
twls  and  new  trouUes,  than  promoters  of  cor-  augmented,  at  least,  in  a  tenfold  proportion. 
Cali^  and  affection.    The  now  single  and  When  I  came  to  England,  I  remember  but 
ptent  Great  Britain  was  then,  not  only  two  one  river  navigation,  the  rate  of  carriage  on 
eomtries,  but,  from  the  party  heats  in  both,  which  was  limited  by  an  act  of  parliamenl. 
•■d  the  divisions  formed  in  each  of  them,  each  It  was  made  in  the  reign  of  William  the  third; 
cfdie  old  kingdoms  within  itself,  in  effect  was  I  mean  that  of  the  Aire  and  Calder.     The 
■tde  up  of  two  hostile  nations.    Ireland,  now  rate  was  settled  at  thirteen  pence.     So  high  a 
m  large  a  source  of  the  common  opulence  and  price  demonstrated  the  feebleness  of  these  be- 
power,  and  which  wisely  managed  might  be  ginnings  of  our  inland  intercourse.    In  my 
oade  much  more  beneficial  and  much  more  time,  one  of  the  longest  and  sharpest  ccmtests 
dfeetive,  was  then  the  heaviest  of  the  bur-  I  remember  in  your  house,  and  which  rather 
tfms.    An  army  not  mndi  less  than  forty  thou-  resembled  a  violent  contenticm  among  national 
aad  men,  was  drawn  fit>m  the  general  effect,  parties  than  a  local  dispute,  was,  as  well  as  I 
Is  keep  that  kingdom  in  a  poor,  unfruitful,  and  can  recollect,  to  hold  the  price  up  to  three- 
nsoorcdess  subjection.  pence.    Even  this,  which  a  very  scanty  jus- 
Socfa  was  the  state  of  the  empire.    The  tice  to  the  proprietors  required,  was  done  with 
Ate  of  our  finances  was  worse,  if  possible,  infinite  difficulty.    As  to  private  credit,  there 
Ereiy  Iwanch  of  the  revenue  became  less  pro-  were  not,  as  I  believe,  twelve  banker's  shops 
inetive  after  the  revolutimi.    Silver,  not  as  at  that  time  out  of  London.    In  this  their 
■ow  a  smt  of  counter,  but  the  body  of  the  cur-  number,  when  I  first  saw  tlie  country,  I  can- 
Knt  coin,  was  reduced  so  low,  as  not  to  have  not  be  quite  exact ;  but  certainly  those  ma- 
AoQt  duree  parts  in  four  of  the  value  in  the  chines  of  domestic  credit  were  then  very  few. 
rfalKi^.     In  the  greater  part  the  value  hardly  They  are  now  in  almost  every  market  town  ; 
UBoonted  to  a  fourth.    It  required  a  dead  ex-  and  this  circumstance  (whether  the  thing  be 
peose  of  three  millions  sterling  to  renew  the  carried  to  an  excess  or  not)  demonstrates  the 
coinage.    Public  credit,  that  great  but  ambig-  astonishing  increase  of  private  confidence,  of 
Boos  principle,  which  has  so  oflen  been  pre-  general  circulation,  and  of  internal  commerce ; 
dieted  as  Uie  cause  of  our  certain  ruin,  but  an  increase  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  growth 
wbidi  fi>r  a  century  has  been  ^e  constant  of  the  foreign  trade.    Our  naval  strength  in 
coaqmnioD,  and  ofben  the  means,  of  our  pros-  the  time  of  king  William's  war  was  nearly 
jterity  and  greatness,  had  its  origin,  and  was  matched  by  that  of  France  ;  and,  tliough  con- 
cradled,  I  n^y  say,  in  bankruptcy  and  beg-  joined  with  Holland,  then  a  maritime  power 
gary.     At  this  day  we  have  seen  parties  con-  hardly  inferiour  to  our  own,  even  with  that 
tending  to  be  admitted,  at  a  moderate  premium,  force  we  were  not  always  victorious.     Though 
to  advance  eighteen  millions  to  the  Exchequer,  finally  superiour,  the  allied  fleets  experienced 
For  infinitely  smaller  loans,  the  chancellor  of  many  unpleasant  reverses  on  their  own  element. 
the  exdsequer  of  that  day,  Montagu,  tJie  fa-  In  two  years  three  thousand  vessels  were 
dier  of  public  credit,  counter-securing    the  taken  from  the  English  trade.    On  the  conti- 
■late  by  the  appearance  of  the  ci^  with  the  nent  we  lost  almost  every  battle  we  fought. 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  at  his  side,  was  In  1697,  (it  is  not  quite  an  hundred  years 
obliged,  like  a  solicitor  for  an  hospital,  to  go  ago,)  in  that  state  of  things,  amidst  the  gene- 
cap  in  hand  from  shop  to  shop,  to  borrow  an  ral  debasement  of  the  coin,  the  fall  of  the  or- 
hnndred    pounds    and    even    smaller    suras,  dinary  revenue,  the  failure  of  all  the  extraor- 
Wben  made  up  in  driblets  as  they  could,  their  dinary  supplies,  the  ruin  of  commerce  and 
best  securities  were  at  an  interest  of  12  per  the  almost  total  extinction  of  an  in&nt  credit, 
cent.    Even  the  paper  of  the  bank  (now  at  par  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  himself  whom 
with  cash,  and  generally  preferred  to  it)  was  we  have  just  seen  begging  from  door  to  door — 
often  at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent.    By  came  forward  to  move  a  resolution,  full  of 
tills  the  state  of  the  rest  may  be  judged.  vigour,  in  which  far  from  being  discouraged  by 
As  to  our  commerce,  the  imports  and  ex-  the  generally  adverse  fortune,  and  the  long 
ports  of  the  nation,  now  six  and  forty  million,  continuance  of  the  war,  the  commons  agreed 
did  not  then  amount  to  ten.     The  inland  trade,  to  address  the  crown  in  the  following  manly, 
Hich  is  commonly  passed  by  in  this  sort  of  spirited,  and  truly  animating  style, 
citiinates,  but  which,  in  part  growing  out  of  *'  This  is  the  EIGHTH  year  in  which 
^  foreign,  and  connected  with  it,  is  more  ad-  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects 
vuitageous,  and  more  substantially  nutritive  the  commons  in  parliament  assembled   have 
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assisted  your  majesty  with  large  supplies  far  Ba£Bed  as  that  nKnaxch  was,  and  aknof 

carrying  on  a  just  and  necessary  war,  in  de-  heart-broken  at  the  disaf^intment  he  ael 

fence  of  our  religion,  and  preservation  of  our  with  in  the  mode  he  first  proposed  for  Aal 

laws,  and  vindication  of  the  rights  and  liber-  great  end,  he  held  on  his  course.    He  wai 

ties  of  the  peof^e  of  England."  &ithful  to  his  object;  and  in  councils,  as  in 

Afterwards  they  proceeded  in  this  manner :  arms,  over  and  over  again  repulsed,  ovor  and 

— "  To  shew  to  your  majesty  and  all  christen-  over  again  he  returned  to  the  charge.    Afl  the 

dom,  that  the  commons  of  England  will  not  be  mortifications  he  had  suffered  from  the  last 

amuaed  or  diverted  from  their  firm  resolutions  pariiaroent,  and  the  greater  he  had  to  appre- 

of  obtaining  by  war,  a  safe  and  honourable  bend  fit>m  that  newly  chosoi,  were  not  eapiUe 

peace,  we  do,  in  the  name  of  those  we  repre-  of  relaxing  the  vigour  of  his  mind.    He  wu 

sent,  renew  our  assurances  to  support  your  in  Holland  when  he  combined  the  vast  pfaa  «f 

majesty  and  your  government  against  all  your  his  foreign  negotiations.    When  he  cane  to 

enemies  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  that  we  will  open  his  design  to  his  ministers  in  En^asd, 

effectually  assist  you  in  carrying  on  the  war  even  the  sober  firmness  of  Somers,  the  UDdaaift- 

against  France.''  ed  resohition  c£  Shrewsbury,  and  the  advenUi- 

The  amusement  and  diversion  they  speak  dt,  rous  spirit  of  Montagu  and  Orfiird,  were  8ta|> 

was  the  suggestion  of  a  treaty  proposed  ly  the  gered.     They  were  not  yet  mounted  to  die 

enemy  f  and  announced  from  the  throne.     Thus  elevation  of  the  king.    The  cabinet,  then  die 

the  people  of  England  felt  in  the  ea^A/A,  not  in  regency,  met  on  Uie  subject  at  Tunbridge 

the  fourth  year  of  the  war.    No  sighing  or  Wells  the  28th  of  August,  1698 ;  and  tben;, 

panting  after  negotiation  ;  no  motions  fix>m  the  Lord  Somers  hoUing  the  pen,  afler  expressing 

opposition  to  fcnrce  the  ministry  into  a  peace ;  doubts  on  the  state  of  the  continent,  whidi 

no  messages    fit>m   ministers  to   palsy  and  they  ultimately  refer  to  the  king,  as  best  in- 

deaden  tlie  resolution  of  parliament  or   the  formed,  they  give  him  a  most  discouragiiig 

spirit  of  the  naticm.    They  did  not  so  moch  portrait  of  the  spirit  of  this  nation.    "  So  &r 

as  advise  die  king  to  listen  to  the  propositions  as  relates  to  England,**  say  these  ministon, 

of  the  enemy,  nor  to  seek  for  peace,  but  "  it  would  be  want  of  duty  not  to  give  TOur 

through  the  mediation  of  a  vigorous  war.  majesty  this  dear  account,  that  <Aere  is  a 

This  address  was  moved  in  a  hot,  a  divided,  deadneta  and  want  ofapirit  in  the  nation  wA- 

a  fikctious,  and  in  a  great  part,  disaffected  vereaUyy  so  as  not  to  be  at  all  disposed  to  m- 

house  of  commons,  and  it  was  carried  nemine  tering  into  a  new  war.    That  they  seem  to  be 

contradicente,  tired  out  with  taxes  to  a  degree  beyond  what 

While  that  first  war  (which  was  ill-smothoN  was  discerned,  till  it  appeared  upon  occasioB 

cd  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswic)  slept  in  the  thin  of  the  late  elections.    This  is  the  truth  of  die 

ashes  of  a  seeming  peace,  a  new  confiagraticm  fitct  upon  which  your  majesty  will  detenBiae 

was  in  its  immediate  causes.    A  fresh  and  a  what  resolution  ought  to  be  taken." 

far  greater  war  was  in  preparation.    A  year  His  majesty  did  determine  ;  and  did  take 

had  hardly  elapsed  when  arrangements  were  and  pursue  his  resolution.    In  all  the  tottering 

made  for  renewing  the  ccmtest  with  tenfold  imbecility  of  a  new  government  and  with  pv- 

fury.     The  steps  which  were  taken,  at  that  liament  totally  unmanageable,  he  persevered, 

time,  to  compose,  to  reconcile,  to  unite,  and  to  He  persevered  to  expel  the  fears  of  his  pec^ple, 

discipline  all  Europe  against  the  growth  of  by  his  fortitude — To  steady  their  ficklenesi 

France,  certainly  fomish  to  a  statesman  the  by  his  constancy — To  expand  their  nantM* 

finest  and  most  interesting  part  in  the  history  prudence,  by  his  enlarged  wisdom — To  niA 

of  that  great  period.    It  formed  the  master-  their  factious  temper  in  his  public  spirit.— Il 

piece  of  king  William's  policy,  dexterity,  and  spite  of  his  people  he  resolved  to  make  thea 

perseverance.    Full  of  the  idea  of  preserving,  great  and  glorious ;  to  make  England  incHnec 

not  only  a  local  civil  liberty  united  with  order,  to  shrink  into  her  narrow  self,  the  arbitress  d 

to  our  country,  but  to  embody  it  in  the  pcJiti-  Europe,  the  tutelary  angel  of  the  human  raee. 

cal  liberty,  the  order,  and  the  independence  of  In  spite  of  the  ministers,  who  staggered  mdii 

nations  united  under  a  natural  head,  the  king  the  weight  that  his  mind  imposed  upim  thdff 

called  upon  his  parliament  to  put  itself  into  a  unsupported  as  they  felt  themselves  by  tin 

posture,  "  to  preserve  to  England  the  voeight  popular  spirit,  he  ii^used  into  them  his  owl 

and  influence  it  at  present  had  on  the  councils  soul ;  he  renewed  in  them  their  ancient  heart 

and  v^ffcoTS  abroad.    It  will  be  requisite  he  rallied  them  in  the  same  cause. 

Europe  should  see  you  will  not  be  wanting  to  It  required  some  time  to  accomplish  ddi 

yourselves."  work.    The  people  were  first  gained,  ant 
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imoC^  diem  their  distmcted  representatives,  had  been  made  to  change  in  the  coostitaent 

Uader  the  influence  of  king  WiUiam,  Holland  body.    The  principle  of  die  grand  alliance  wai 

kidveiected  the  allurements  of  every  seduction,  not  directly  recognized  in  the  resoluti(m  of  the 

md  had  resisted  the  terrours  of  every  menace,  commons,  nor  the  war  announced,  though  they 

Widi  Hannibal  at  her  gates,  she  had  nobly  were  well  aware  the  alliance  was  formed  tot 

■id  Magnanimously  reliised  all  separate  treaty,  the  war.    However,  compelled  by  the  return- 

«r  my  thing  which  might  for  a  moment  appear  ing  sense  of  the  people,  they  went  so  fiur  as  to 

to  divide  her  affection  or  h^  interest,  or  even  fix  the  three  great  immoveable  pillars  of  the 

te^stingoish  her  in  identity  from  England,  safety  and  greatness  of  England,  as  they  were 

Hsving  settled  die  great  point  of  the  consoli-  then,  as  they  are  now,  and  as  they  must  ever 

ditioB  (which  be  hoped  would  be  eternal)  of  be  to  the  end  of  time.    They  asserted  in  gene- 

Ab  eoontries  made  for  a  common  interest,  and  ral  terms  the  necessity  of  supporting  Holland  j 

eoHMMi  sentimeat,  the  king,  in  his  message  of  keeping  united  widi  our  aUies ;  and  main- 

toboth  houees,  caOs  their  attention  to  the  dP>  taining  the  liberty  of  Europe ;  though  they  re- 

fcin  of  the  State$  Oemeral.    The  house  of  stricted  their  vote  to  the  succours  stipulated 

kris  was  peifectfy  sound,  and  entirely  imjxres-  by  actual  treaty.    But  now  they  were  fiirlj 

Hd  with  die  wisdom  and^Ugni^  of  the  king's  embarked ;  they  were  obliged  to  go  with  the 

pBoeedings.     In    answer   to  the   message,  course  of  the  vessel ;  and  the  whole  nadoii« 

^^och  you  will  observe  was  narrowed  to  a  split  before  into  an  hundred  adverse  &ctio&% 

■ii^pmnt  (the  danger  of  the  States  General)  with  a  king  at  its  head  evidently  declining  to 

dW  the  osoal  professions  of  zeal  for  his  ser^  his  tomb,  the  wh(de  nation,  lords,  commonsi 

vioe,  the  kwds  opened  themselves  at  large,  and  pe<^]e,  jiroceeded  as  one  body,  informed 

They  go  fiur  beyoiid  die  demands  of  the  mes-  by  one  soul.    Under  the  British  union,  the 

ii^    They  express  thoDoselves  as  follows;  union  erf" Europe  was  consolidated ;  and  it  long 

"We  take  diis  occasicm  Juriher  to  assure  held  together  with  a  degree  of  cthesioa,  firnn 

ycur  majesty,  that  we  are  sensible  of  the  great  ness,  and  fidelity  not  known  before  or  since  in 

^imadnerU  danger  tovihich  the  Statee  Gene-  any  polidcal  combhiation  of  that  extent. 
nl  are  eapoaed.    And  we  perfectly  agrw  wUh  .     Just  as  the  last  hand  was  given  to  this  im- 

AcMm  Mieom;  Aat  tiuir  et^fety  and  oureare  mense  and  complicated  machine,  the  master 

•  immpai  ably  ttmitedf  that  uhataoener  is  ruin  workman  died :  but  the  work  was  formed  on 

fc  Ae  one  mutt  be  fatal  to  the  other,                 r  true  mechanical  principles ;  and  it  was  as  truly 

"  We  humbly  desire  your  majesty  will  be  wrought.     It  went  by  the    impulse  it   had 

piessed,  not  only  to  make  good  all  the  arddes  received  fit>m  the  first  mover.    The  man  was 

of  any  farmer  treaties  to  die  States  General,  dead :  but   the  grand  alliance  survived,  in 

liut  tbu  you  will  enter  into  a  strict  league,  ol^  which  king  William  lived  and  reigned.     That 

feniive  and  defensive,  with  them,  for  their  heartless  and  dispirited  people,  whom  kxd 

amunenfretervation ;  and  that  you  vnU  inxUe  Somers  had  represented,  about  two  years  be* 

Mfo  ft  ott  prnuxe  and  etatea  who  are  concerned  fore,  as  dead  in  energy  and  operati<m,  contin« 

ts  Aepre»ent  vinbU  danger ^  arising  from  the  ued  that  war  to  which  it  was  supposed  they 

mibii  ofPranoe  and  Spain.                           '^  were  unequal  in  mind,  and  in  means,  for  near 

**  And  we  further  desire  your  majesty,  that  thirteen  years, 

yea  win  be  {deased  to  enter  into  such  alliances  For  what  have  I  entered  into  all  this  detail  ? 

with  the  emperourf  as  your  majesty  shall  think  To  what  purpose  have  I  recalled  your  view 

fit,  pursuant  to  the  ends  of  the  treaty  of  1689 ;  to  the  end  of  the  last  century?    It  has  been 

towards  all  which  we  assure  your  majesty  of  d(xie  to  shew  that  the  British  nad(m  was  then 

oar  hearty  and  sincere  assistance ;  not  doubt-  a  great  people— to  point  out  how  and  by  what 

ing,  bat  ^^lever  your  majesty  shall  be  obli-  means  they  came  to  be  exalted  above  the  vul- 

gsd  to  be  engaged  for  the  defence  of  your  allies,  gar  level,  and  to  take  that  lead  which  they  ae* 

and  aeeuring  the  liberty  and  quiet  of  Europe,  sumed  among  mankind.    To  qualify  us  f<Nr 

Almi^ity  God  will  protect  your  sacred  person  that  pre-eminence,  we  had  then  an  high  mind, 

in  so  ri^teoas  a  cause.    And  that  the  unani-  and  a  c<mstancy  unconquerable ;  we  were  then 

nity,  wealth,  and  courage  of  your  subjects  inspired  with  no  flashy  passions ;  but  such  as 

win  carry  your  majesty  with  honour  and  sue-  were  durable  as  well  as  warm ;  such  as  corres- 

ceis  ihsnugh  all  the  d^fficukies  cf  a  just  ponded  to  the  great  interests  we  had  at  stake. 

WAK."                                                             ^  This  force  of  character  was  inspired,  as  all 

The  hoose  of  omimons  was  more  reserved ;  such  spirit  must  ever  be,  firom  above.    Go- 

^  kte  pc^mlar  disposition  was  still  in  a  great  vemment  gave  the  impulse.    As  well  may  wo 

<lo8ree  prevalent  in  the  representatire,  after  it  fancy,  diat,  of  itself  the  sea  will  swell,  and  tbil 
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without  winds  die  binows  will  insult  the  ad-  though  thej  were  to  be  aaimatfwl  by  a  denv 

▼erse  shore,  as  that  the  gross  mass  of  the  peo-  of  gi«rj,  glory  was  not  tfieir  ultimate  object; 

i^e  will  be  moved  and  devated,  and  continue  but  that  every  thing  dear  to  them,  in  reiigioDi 

by  a  steady  and  permanent  direction  to  bear  in  law,  in  liberty,  every  thing  which  as  fiee- 

up(»i  one  point,  without  the  influence  of  supe-  men,  as  Englishmen,  and  as  citizens  of  the  great 

riour  authority,  or  superiour  mind.  commonwealth  of  Christendom,  they  bad  it 

This  impulse  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  heart,  was  then  at  stake.     This  was  to  knoir 
been  given  in  this  war ;  and  it  ought  to  have  die  true  art  of  gaining  the  affectians  and  eon- 
been  continued  to  it  at  every  instant.    It  is  fidence  o£zn  high-minded  people ;  this  wu  to 
made,  if  ever  war  was  made,  to  touch  all  the  understand  human  nature.    A  danger  to  avert 
great  springs  of  action  in  the  human  breast,  a  danger-^a  present  inconvenience  and  suftr- 
It  ought  not  to  have  been  a  war  of  apology,  ing  to  prevent  a  foreseen  future,  and  a  wone 
The  minister  had,  in  his  conflict  wherewithal  calamity—- these  are  the  motives  that  bekagto 
to  glory  in  success ;  to  be  consoled  in  adversi-  an  animal,  who,  in  his  constitution,  is  atoaes 
ty;  to  hold  high  his  princif^e  in  all  fortunes.  If  adventurous  and  provident;  circianspect  aid 
it  were  not  given  him  to  support  the  fidling  daring ;  whom  his  Creator  has  made,  as  the 
edifice,  he  ought  to  bury  himself  under  the  poet  says,  "  cf  large  discourse,  lodcing  bcAre 
ruins  of  the  civilized  world.    AU  the  art  of  and  after."    But  iMver  can  a  vdtemaDt  aod 
Greece,  and  all  the  pride  and  power  of  eastern  sustained  spirit  of  fortitude  be  kuidled  is  a 
monarchs,  never  heaped  upon  their  ashes  so  people  by  a  war  of  calculation.    IthasnothiDg 
grand  a  monument.  that  can  keep  the  mind  erect  undor  tbe  goita 

There  were  days  when  his  great  mind  was  of  adversity.  Every  where  men  are  wifiisg, 
up  to  the  crisis  of  the  world  he  is  called  to  act  as  sometimes  they  are,  to  barter  their  blood  fcr 
in.^  His  manly  eloquence  was  equal  to  the  lucre,  to  hazard  their  safety  for  the  gratifies-  L 
'elevated  wisdom  of  such  sentiments.  But  the  tion  of  their  avarice,  the  passion,  whidi  mi- 
litde  have  triumphed  over  the  great ;  an  un-  mates  them  to  that  sort  of  conflict,  like  aB  the 
natural  (as  it  should  seem)  not  an  unusual  !^ort-sighted  passions,  must  see  its  obfeeti 
victory.  I  am  sure  you  cannot  forget  with  distinct  and  near  at  hand.  The  passioM  of 
how  much  uneasiness  we  heard  in  conversa-  the  lower  order  are  hungry  and  impatiert. 
ti(xi,  the  language  of  more  than  one  gendeman  Speculative  plunder ;  contingent  spoil;  fotne, 
at  the  opening  of  this  contest,  "  that  he  was  long  adjourned,  uncertain  bocky ;  pillage  whidi 
willing  to  try  the  war  for  a  year  or  two,  and  if  must  enrich  a  late  posterity,  and  whidi  pos- 
it did  not  succeed,  then  to  vote  for  peace.**  sibly  may  not  reach  to  posteri^,  at  all ;  theie, 
As  if  war  was  a  matter  of  experiment!  As  if  for  any  length  of  time,  wiU  never  support  t 
you  could  take  it  up  or  lay  it  down  as  an  idle  mercenary  war.  The  people  are  in  the  n^ 
frolic !  As  if  the  dire  goddess  that  presides  The  calculation  cf  profit  in  ail  sudi  wars  is 
over  it,  with  her  murderous  spear  in  her  hand,  false.  On  balancing  the  account  of  sudi  wars,  |^ 
and  her  gorgon  at  her  breast,  was  a  coquette  ten  thousand  hogsheads  of  sugar  are  pnrditsed 
to  be  flirted  with !  We  ought  with  reverence  at  ten  thousand  times  their  price.  The  Mood 
to  approach  that  tremendous  divinity,  that  of  man  should  never  be  shed  but  to  redeem  tbe 
loves  courage,  but  commands  counsel.  War  Uood  of  man.  It  is  well  died  for  our  fitmil^, 
never  leaves,  where  it  found  a  nation.    It  is  for  our  friends,  for  our  God,  for  our  coaalrji 


never  to  be  entered  into  without  mature  deli-  for  our  kind.    The  rest  is  vanity ;  the  rest  is 

berati(xi ;  not  a  deliberation  lengthened  out  in-  crime. 

to  a  perplexing  indecision,  but  a  deliberation  In  the  war  ofthe  grand  allianoe,  mostof  diess 

leading  to  a  sure  and  fixed  judgment.    When  considerations  voluntarily  and  naturally  hti 

so  taken  up,  it  is  not  to  be  abandoned  without  their  part.    Some  were  pressed  into  the  se^ 

reason  as  valid,  as  fully,  and  as  extensively  vice.    The  political  interest  easily  went  in  tbe 

considered.    Peace  may  be  made  as  unadvi-  trackof  the  natural  sentiment.     In  the  reverse 

sedly  as  war.    Nothing  is  so  rash  as  fear ;  course  the  carriage  does  not  follow  freely.   I 

and  the  counsels  c£  pusillanimity  very  rarely  am  sure  the  natural  foeling,  as  I  have  just  said, 

put  off,  whilst  they  are  always  sure  to  aggra-  is  a  far  more  predominant  ingredient  in  diis 

vate,  the  evils  from  which  they  would  fly.  war,  than  in  that  of  any  other  that  ever  w«s 

In  that  great  war  carried  on  against  Louis  waged  by  this  kingdom. 

XIV.,  for  near  eighteen  years,  government  If  the  war  made  to  prevent  the  union  of  two 

spared  no  pains  to  satisfy  the  nation,  that  crowns  upon  one  head  was  a  just  war,  this, 

which    is  made  to  prevent  the  tearing  ^ 

*  Bee  the  Declaration.  crowns  fitim  all  Iraads  whidi  ought  to  wear 
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1  with  the  crowns  to  nnite  off*  the  n-  A  goremmeBt  of  the  nature  of  that  set  op  at 

Is  themsehres,  this  is  a  just  war.  our  very  door  has  never  been  hitherto  seen,  or 

wta  to  prevent  Louis  XIV.  fiftnn  even  imagined,  in  Europe.    What  our  rdation 

his  religion  was  just,  a  war  to  pre-  to  it  will  be  cannot  be  judged  by  other  rdi^ 

murderers  of  Louis    XVI.  from  tioos.    It  is  a  serious  thing  to  have  conneo- 

their  irreligion  upon  us  is  just ;  a  tion  with  a  people,  who  live  only  under  posi- 

nrevent  the  operation  of  a  system,  tive,  arbitrajry,  and  changeable  institutions; 

akes  lile  without  dignity,  and  death  and  those  not  perfected  nor  suj^lied,  nor  ex- 

lope,  is  a  just  war.  plained,  by  any  common  ackiwwledged  rule 

Bserve  political  independence  and  civil  of  moral  science.    I  remember  that  in  one  of 

0  nations,  was  a  just  ground  of  war ;  my  last  conversations  with  the  late  lord  Cam- 
preserve  national  independence,  pre-  den,  we  were  struck  much  in  the  same  man- 
lerty,  life,  and  honour,  from  certain,  ner  with  the  abolition  in  France  of  the  law,  as 

havoc,  is  a  war  just,  necessary,  a  science  of  methodized  and  artificial  equity, 

ious ;  and  we  are  bound  to  persevere  France,  sin^e  her  revolution,  b  under  the 

ivery  principle,  divine  and  human,  as  sway  of  a  sect,  whose  leaders  have  delibe- 

lie  system  which  menaces  them  all,  rately,  at  one  stroke,  demolished  the  whole 

|ually,  has  an  existence  in  the  world,  body  of  that  jurisprudence  which  France  had 

vho  have  looked  at  this  matter  with  pretty  nearly  in  c(»nmon  with  other  civilized 

id  impartial  an  eye  as  can  be  united  countries.    In  that  jurisprudence  were  con- 

dtng  heart,  you  will  not  think  it  an  tained  the  elements  and  principles  of  the  law 

sertion,  when  I  affirm,  that  it  were  of  nations,  the  great  ligament  of  mankind, 

to  be  conquered  by  any  other  nation.  With  the  law  they  have  of  course  destroyed 

have  this  faction  fer  a  neighbour,  all  seminaries  in  which  jurisprudence  was 

fdt  myself  authorized  to  say  this,  I  taught,  as  well  as  all  the  corporations  estab- 

sd  the  state  of  all  the  countries  in  Eu-  lished  for  its  conservation.    I  have  not  heard 

heae  last  three  hundred  years,  which  of  any  country,  whether  in  Eurt^  or  Asia, 

1  obliged  to  submit  to  a  foreign  law.  or  even  in  Africa  on  this  side  of  mount  Atlas, 
}f  these  I  found  the  condition  of  the  which  is  whdly  without  some  such  colleges 
countries  even  better,  certainly  not  and  such  corporations,  except  France.  No 
an  the  lot  of  those  which  were  the  man,  in  a  public  or  private  concern,  can  di- 
y  of  the  conqueror.  They  wanted  vine  by  what  rule  <Mr  [Nrinciple  her  judgments 
irings— but  they  were  free  firom  many  are  to  be  directed ;  nor  is  there  to  be  found  a 
it  evils.  They  were  rich  and  tran-  professor  in  any  university,  or  a  practitioner 
idi  was  Artois,  Flanders,  Lorrain,  in  any  court,  who  will  hazard  an  opinion  of 
under  the  old  government  of  France,  what  is  (mt  is  not  law  in  France,  in  any  case 
s  Silesia  under  the  king  of  Prussia,  whatever.  They  have  not  only  annultod  aQ 
M>  are  to  live  in  the  vicinity  of  this  their  old  treaties ;  but  they  have  renounced  the 
ic,  are  to  prepare  to  live  in  perpetual  law  of  nations  from  whence  treaties  have  their 
lies  and  seditions ;  and  to  end  at  least,  force.  With  a  fixed  design  they  have  out- 
conquered,  if  not  to  her  dominion,  to  lawed  themselves,  and  to  their  power  outlawed 
lUance.    But  when  we  talked  of  con-  all  other  nations. 

other  nations,  it  is  only  to  put  a  case.  Instead  of  the  religion  and  the  law  by  which 

he  only  power  in  Europe  by  which  it  they  were  in  a  great  politic  communion  with 

b  we  should  be  conquered.    To  live  the  christian  worid,  they  have  ccmstructed 

)  continual  dread  (^such  immeasura-  their  republic  on  three  bases,  all  fimdamentaDy 

is  itselfa  grievous  calamity.    To  live  opposite  to  (hose  on  whidi  the  communities  of 

iie  dread  of  them  is  to  turn  the  danger  Europe  are  built.    Its  foundation  is  laid  in 

disaster.    The  influence  of  such  a  regicide ;  in  jacobinism ;  and  in  atheism ;  and 

■  equal  to  a  war ;  its  example,  more  it  has  joined  to  those  principles,  a  body  of 

ifaan  an  hostile  eruption.    The  hos-  systematic  manners  which  secures  their  ope- 

b  any  other  power  is  separable  and  ration. 

il ;  this  power,  by  the  very  condilion  If  I  am  asked,  how  I  would  be  understood 

stance,  by  its  very  essential  constitu-  in  the  use  of  these  terms,  regicide,  jacobinism, 

I  a  state  o£  hostility  with  us,  and  with  atheism,  and  a  system  of  correspooding  man- 

'JBd  people.'*'  ners,  and  their  establishment,  I  will  tell  you. 

I  can  a  commonwealth  regiddej  which  lays 

idaratlon,  WhitehaU,  October  »,  1798.  it  down  aa  a  fixed  law  of  nature,  and  a  fiada- 
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.nenUl  right  of  man,  that  «n  govMBBMot,  not  andofindindualailf  dwialjiM<Bodtoty<if  ill 

.being  a  democracy,  is  an  usurpation.*    That  religion,  they  iactitHle  iH|»Miw,  hkafibmrni, 

jlQ  kings,  as  such,  are  usurpers ;  and  for  being  indMent  theatric  rites,  in  honour  of  their  fftia- 

J(ing8,  may  and  ought  to  be  put  to  death,  with  ted,  perverted  reason,  and  erect  altaa  to  tbe 

their  wives,  families,  and  adherents.    The  personification  of  dieir  own  oorrupied  ami 

.commonwealth  which   acts    uniformly  upon  bloody  republic ;— when  achoola  and  aeiBiBa- 

those  principles ;  and  which  after  abdishing  nes  are  ibimded  at  public  expense  to  poison 

•very  festival  of  religi<m,  chooses  the  most  fla-  mankind,  from  generation  Jo  gvoeration,  with 

grant  act  of  a  murderous  regicide  treason  for  a  the  horrible  maiims  of  this  impiety ;— when 

mst  of  eternal  commemoration,  and  whidi  wearied  out  with  tnceasant  martyrdooD,  and 

forces  all  her  people  to  observe  it — This  I  call  the  cries  of  the  people  hungering  and  thintiqg 

ngidde  by  ettabluhment,  for  religion,  they  permit  it,  only  as  a  toleiatad 

Jacobinism  is  the  revolt  of  the  enterprising  evil — ^I  call  this  atluiim  by  e§tabii$k$netiL 
talents  of  a  country  against   its   property.        When  to  these  estabUdwMDts  of  regkadsi 

When  private  men  form  themselves  into  aaso-  of  jacobinism)  and  of  atheism,  yon  add  tbB 

ciations  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  pre-  correapondentsyaUmofmannerM,  nodoiditcn 

existing  laws  and  institutions  of  dieir  coumry ;  be  left  on  the  mind  df  a  thinking  man,  oon- 

when  they  secure  to  themselves  an  army  by  eeraing  their  detennined  hostility  to  tb»  !■■ 

dividing  among  the  people  of  no  property,  thn  man  race.    Mannen  are  of  more  importSHe 


estates  of  the  ancient  and  lawful  proprietors;    Hmn  laws.    Upon  them,  in  a  great 

when  a  state  recognizes  those  acts ;  when  it     the  laws  depend.    The  law  toadiss  of  bat 


does  not  make  confiscations  for  crimes,  but    here  and  there,  and  now  and  dien.    Mi 
makes  crimes  for  oonfiscati(x» ;  when  it  has    are  what  vex  or  sootluB,  comipt  or  pnrifyt  ^^ 


its  principal  strength,  and  all  its  resources  in    ah  or  debase,  baibarixe  or  refine  us,  by  a 
such  a  violation  ot  property ;  when  it  stands    stant,  steady,  uniform,  inaeiiBifale  c^aaiam, 


chiefly  upon  sudi  a  violation  *,  massacreing  by  like  that  of  ^  air  we  breathe  in.    Tbsy  grro 

judgments,  or  otherwise,  those  who  make  any  their  vdiole  form  and  colov  to  our  lives.   Afr* 

struggle  fi>r  their  okl  legal  government,  and  cording  to  their  quality,  they  aid  morals,  Aey 

their  legal,  hereditary,  or  acquired  possessions  supi^y   them,  or  they  totally  destroy  ibea. 

—I  call  tJi^jacobinum  by  eUabU^imeni,  Of  this    the  new  Fr«>ch   legislaton  wsn 

I  call  it  atheiam  by  etiabtithment,  whrni  ^wam ;  therefore,  with  the  same  method,  tad 

any  state,  as  such,  shall  not  acknowledge  the  under  the  same. authority,  they  fettled  a  Sft- 

existence  of  God  as  a  moral  govemour  of  the  tern  of  manners,  the  most  licendoos,  prosdtiite) 

worid ;  when  it  shall  offer  to  him  no  religious  and  abandoned  that  ever  has  been  known,  and 

or  moral  worship ;— >when  it  shall  abolish  the  at  the  sanie  time  the  most  coarse,  rude,  savage, 

Christian  religion  by  a  regular  decree ; — when  and  ferodknis.    Nothing  in  the  revolution,  dOi 

it  shall  persecute  with  a  cold,  unrelenting,  not  to  a  (rivase  or  a  gesture,  not  to  the  fiuhka 

steady  cruelty,  by  every  mode  of  confiscation,  of  a  hat  or  a  shoe,  was  left  to  accident    Afl 

imprisonment,  exile,  and  death,  all  its  minis-  has  been  the  result  of  design ;  all  has  been 

ten ; — when  it  shall  generally  shut  up,  or  pull  matter  of  institution.    No  mechanical  bwsbs 

down  churches ;  when  the  few  buildings  which  oouU  be  devised  in  fitvour  ef  Una  inorettia 

remain  of  this  kind  shall  be  opened  only  for  system  ef  wickedness  and  vice,  tbat  has  bcI 

the  purpose  of  making  a  {HTofone  apotheosis  of  been  eropbyed.    The  noUeirt  passions,  Aa 

monsters,  whose  vices  and  crimes  have  no  love  of  ^ory,  die  love  of  cocmtry,  have  heeo 

parallel  among  men,  and  whom  all  other  men  debauched  into  means  of  its  preeerration  and 

consider  as  objects  of  general  detestation,  and  its  propagation.    AH  sorts  ef  shews  andailn^ 

Ihe  severest  animadversion  of  law.    When,  in  Utions,  calculated  to  inflame  and  vittate  tha 

the  place  of  that  rdigion  of  social  benevolence,  imagination,  and  prevent  the  moral  seane, 

•  Nothing  could  be  more  solemn  than  their  ^^«  "^  co^ved.    They  ^v«  Mmetimas 

promulgation  of  thfs  principle  as  a  preamble  to  brought  forth  five  or  su  hundred  tlmnkiD  wa- 

the  deatrvctive  code  of  their  famous  articles  for  men,  calling  at  the  bar  of  the  assembly  for  tan 

the  decomposition  of  society  into  whatever  coun-  bk>od  of  their  own  children,  as  being  raydiali 

try  they  should  enter.    *' La  convention  nation-  >i- -ft„-t:ti,tinn»liHt«    -Sometiimia  iImt  bttW 

ale,  ar^  avoir  entendule  rapport  desescomites  or  constitutionalista.    »*>?*'**"»^J*2     fc 

de  finances,  de  la  guerre  et  dlplomatlques  reunis,  got  a  body  of  wretches,  calling  themaelves  »p 

fidelle  ow  princfpe  de  amveraintee  de  peuplea  theis,  to  demand  the  murder  ef  their  sooa; 

^1  ne  Im  permet  paade  reconnoitre  aucuna  boasting  that  Rome  had  but  <mm  Bratos,  but 

ITM,  and  see  the  subsequent  proclamation.  were  wn^WBoea,  in  wluch  they  larerled,  and 
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the  impiety,  and  prodaced  bods,  thorised,  boBtards  were  not  loiig  after  pot  on 
1  for  the  execution  of  their  parents,  the  footing  of  the  issne  of  lawful  unions.  Pro- 
bation of  their  republic  is  laid  in  ceeding  in  the  spirit  of  the  first  authors  of  dieir 
xloxes.  Their  patriotism  is  always  constituticm,  succeeding  assembties  Went  die 
AU  those  instances  to  be  found  in  full  length  of  the  principle,  and  gave  a  license 
hether  real  or  fabulous,  of  a  doubtftd  to  divorce  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  either  party, 
it,  at  which  morality  is  perplexed,  and  at  a  month's  notice.  With  them  the  mat- 
staggered,  and  from  which  affright-  rimonial  connection  is  brought  into  so  degraded 
I  recoils,  are  their  chosen,  and  a  state  of  concubinage,  that,  I  believe,  fiooe  of 
tezampiesfor  the  instruction  of  their  the  wretches  in  London,  who  keep  ware- 
houses of  in&my,  would  give  out  one  of  their 
lOle  drift  of  their  institution  is  con-  victims  to  private  custody  on  so  short  and  in- 
at  of  the  wise  legislators  of  all  coun-  solent  a  tenure.    There  was  indeed  a  kind  of 

aimed  at  improving  instincts  into  profligate  equity  in  giving  to  women  the  same 

od  at  grafting  the  virtues  on  the  licentious  power.    The  reason  they  assigned 

le  natural  affections.    They,  on  the  was  as  infiimous  as  the  act ;  declaring  that 

have  omitted  no  pains  to  eradicate  women  had  been  too  long  under  the  tyranny  of 

evolent  and  noble  propensity  in  the  parents  and  of  husbands.    It  is  not  necessanr 

nen.    In  their  culture  it  is  a  rule  to  observe  upon  the  horrible  consequenoes  of 

graft  virtues  on  vices.    They  think  taking  one  half  of  the  species  whoOy  out  of  the 

ig  unworthy  olt  the  name  of  public  guardianship  and  protecticn  of  the  other, 

leas  it  indicates  violence  on  the  pri-  The  practice  of  divorce,  though  in  some 

1  dieir  new  institutions,  (and  with  countries  permitted,  has  been  discouraged  ia 

f  thing  is  new)  strike  at  the  root  of  our  all.    In  the  East,  polygamy  and  divorce  are 

ire.    Other  legislators,  knowing  that  in  discredit ;  and  the  manners  correct  the  laws. 

is  the  origin  of  all  relations,  and  con-  In  Rome,  vriiilst  Rome  was  in  its  integrity, 

the  first  element  of  all  duties,  have  the  few  causes  allowed  for  divorce  amounted 

ed,  by  every  art,  to  make  it  sacred,  in  effect  to  a  prohibition.    They  were  only 

stian  religi(m,  by  confining  it  to  the  three.    The  arbitrary  was  totally  excluded ; 

by  rendering  that  relation  indissolu-  and  accordingly  some  hundreds  of  years  passed, 

by  these  two  things,  done  more  to-  without  a  single  example  of  that  kind.    When 

I  peace,  happiness,  settlement,  and  manners  were  corrupted,  the  laws  were  re- 

n  of  the  worid,  than  by  any  other  laxed ;  as  the  latter  always  follow  the  former, 

M  whde  &dieme  of  Divine  Wisdom,  vriien  they  are  not  able  to  regulate  them,  or  to 

t  contrary  course  has  been  taken  in  vanquish   them.    Of  this  circumstsnce  die 

;ogoe  of  antichrist,  I  mean  in  that  legifriators  of  vice  and  crime  were  pleased  to 

nanufiictory  of  all  evil,  the  sect  tdce  notice,  as  an  inducement  to  adopt  their 

dominated  in  the  constituent  assem-  regulation ;  holding  out  an  hope,  that  the  pei^ 

)9.    Those  monsters  employed  the  mission  would  as  rarely  be  made  use  of.   They 

ireater  industry,  to  desecrate  and  de«  knew  the  contrary  to  be  true ;  and  they  had 

;  state,  whidi  other  legislators  have  taken  good  care,  that  the  laws  should  Im  wed 

Oder  it^holy  and  honourable.    By  a  seconded  by  the  manfiera.    Their  law  of  dl- 

meaHed-for  declaration,  they   pro«  vorce,  like  all  their  laws,  had  not  for  its  oIh 

that  marriage  was  no  better  than  a  ject  the  relief  of  domestic  uneasiness,  but  die 

civil  contract.    It  was  one  of  their  total  corruption  of  all  morals,  the  totd  discoo^ 

tricks,  to  put  their  sentiments  into  nection  of  social  life. 

m  of  certain  personated  diaractera.  It  is  a  matter  of  curiosity  to  observe  the 

y  dieatrically  exhibited  at  the  bar  of  operation  of  this  encouragement  to  disorder. 

It  to  be  a  serious  assembly.    One  of  I  have  before  me  the  Paris  paper,  correspond- 

brought  out  in  the  figure  of  a  pros-  ent  to  the  usual  register  of  births,  marriages, 
on  d^y  called  by  the  affected  name  and  deaths.  Divorce,  happily,  is  no  regvdar 
Aer  without  being  a  wifo."  This  head  of  registry  among  civilized  natiooe, 
hey  made  to  call  fvMr  a  repeal  of  the  With  the  jacobins  it  is  remarkable,  that  di- 
es^ which  in  civilized  states  are  put  vorce  is  not  only  a  regular  head,  but  it  has  the 
lids.  The  prostitutes  of  the  assem-  post  of  honour.  It  occupies  the  first  pbce  iff 
bo  this  their  puppet  die  sanction  of  die  list.  In  the  three  first  mondis  of  the  yetf 
tar  impudence.  In  consequence  of  1799,  the  number  of  divorces  in  that  eitf 
pks  laid  dowoj  and  the  mannera  an-  amounted  to  602.    The  marriages  were  1780 ; 
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■0  that  the  proportion  of  divorces  to  marriages  age.    For  this  purpose  the  active  part  of  di«a 

was  not  much  less  than  one  to  three  ;  a  thing  isdisciplined  into  a  ferocity  which  has  nopual- 

unexampled,  I  believe,  among  mankind.    I  lei.     To  this  ferocity  there  is  joined  not  (W 

caused  an  inquiry  to  be  made  at  Doctor's  of  the  rude  unfiishionable  virtues,  which  aooooi-     \.i 

Commons,  concerning  the  number  of  divorces;  pany  the  vices,  where  the  whole  are  kft  to     It 

and  found  that  ail  the  divorces,  (which,  ex-  grow  up  together  in  the  rankness  of  uncahiT»-     h;, 

cept  by  special  act  of  parliament,  are  separa-  ted  nature.    But  nothing  is  left  to  natore  in     f « 

tions,  and  not  proper  divorces)  did  not  amount  their  systems.                                                       r^ 

in  all  those  courts,  and  in  an  hundred  years,  The  same  discipline  which  hardens  tiieirheuti     i) 

to  much  more  than  one  fifih  of  those  that  pass-  relaxes  their  morals.    Whilst  courts  of  jostiM     ^ 

ed,  in  the  single  city  of  Paris,  in  three  months,  were  thrust  out  by  revolutionary  tribunals,  and     ki 

I  followed  up  the  inquiry  relative  to  that  city  silent  churches  were  only  the  funeial  mow^     ^ 

through  several  of  the  subsequent  months  until  ments  of  departed  religicm,  th^re  were  no  fewer      | 

I  was  tired,  and  found  the  proportion  still  the  than  nineteen  or  twenty  theatres,  great  aid 

same.    Since  then  I  have  heard  that  they  small,  most  of  them  kept  open  at  the  poUie 

have  declared  fer  a  revisal  o£  these  laws :  but  I  expense,  and  all  of  them  crowded  every  ni^t. 

know  of  nothing  done.    It  appears  as  if  the  Among  the  gaunt,  haggard  ferms  of  fiune  aad 

contract  that  renovates  the  world  was  under  no  nakedness,  amidst  the  yells  of  murder,  the  tean 

law  at  all.     From  this  we  may  take  our  esti-  of  affliction,  and  the  cries  of  despair,  die  aoog, 

mate  of  the  havoc  that  has  been  made  through  the  dance,  the  mimic  scene,  the  buffoon  bui^ 

all  the  relations  of  life.    With  the  jacobins  of  ter,  went  on  as  regularly  as  in  the  gay  hourof 

France,  vague    intercourse  is    without    re-  festive  peace.    I  have  it  from  good  authority, 

proach  ;  marriage  is  reduced  to  the  vilest  con-  that  under  the  scaffold  of  judicial  murder,  aid 

cubinage ;  children  are  encouraged  to  cut  the  the  gaping  planks  that  poured  down  fakmi  n 

throats  of  their  parents ;  mothers  are  taught  the  spectators,  the  space  was  hired  oat  fer  a 

that  tenderness  is  no  part  of  their  character ;  shew  d*  dancing  d<^.     I  think  witboot  oon- 

and  to  demonstrate  their  attachment  to  their  cert,  we  have  made  the  very  same  remaik  on 

party,  that  they  ought  to  make  no  scruple  to  reading  someof  their  pieces,  which  being  wriW 

rake  with  their  bloody  hands  in  the  bowels  dC  ten  fer  other  purposes,  let  us  into  a  view  of 

those  who  came  from  their  own.  their  social  life.    It  struck  us  that  the  habiti 

To  all  this  let  us  join  the  practice  of  eaniu-  of  Paris  had  no  resemblance  to  the  finidiad 

balisniy  with  which,  in  the  proper  terms,  and  virtues,  or  to  the  pdished  vice,  and  elegaal, 

with  the  greatest  truth,  their  several  facti(»is  though  not  blameless  luxury,  of  the  ca|Mtal  oft 

accuse  each  other.    By  cannibalism,  I  mean  great  empire.    Their  society  was  more  ltt» 

their  devouring,  as  a  nutriment  of  their  feroci-  that  of  a  den  of  outlaws  upon  a  doubtfel  froD* 

ty,  some  part  of  the  bodies  of  those  they  have  tier ;  of  a  lewd  tavern  fer  tfie  revds  and  d^ 

murdered ;  their  drinking  the  blood  of  their  vie-  bauches  of  banditti,  assassins,  braves,  saaBg* 

tims,  and  forcing  the  victims  themselves  to  glers,  and  their  more  desperate  paramoani 

drink  the  blood  (^  their  kindred  slaughtered  mixed  with  bombastic  players,  the  refose  and 

befere  their  faces.    By  cannibalism,  I  mean  rejected  offal  of  strolling  theatres,  puffing  oat 

also  to  signify  all  their  nameless,  unmanly,  and  ill-sorted  virtue,  mixed  with  the  licentious  and 

abominable  insults  on  the  bodies  of  those  they  blasphemous  songs,  proper  |o  the  brutal  and 

slaughter.  hardened  course  o(  life  belonging  to  that  sort 

As  to  those  whom  they  suffer  to  die  a  natu-  of  wretches.     This  system  (^manners  in  itsalf 

ral  death,  they  do  not  permit  them  to  enjoy  is  at  war  with  all  oiderly  and  moral  sodetf, 

the  last  consolations  d  mankind,  or    those  and  is  in  its  neighbourhood  unsafe.    It  great 

rights  of  sepulture,  which  indicate  hope,  and  bodies  of  that  kind  were  any  where  estaUulwd 

which  mere  nature  has  taught  to  mankind  in  in  a  bordering  territory,  we  should  have  a  n^ 

all  countries,  to  soothe  the  afflictions,  and  to  to  demand  oftheir  governments  the  suppieaiiot 

cover  the  infirmity  of  mortal  condition.    They  of  such  a  nuisance.    What  are  we  to  do  if  tin 

disgrace  men  in  the  entry  into  life :    they  government  and  the  whole  community  k  af 

vitiate  and  enslave  them  through  the  whole  the  same  description  ?    Yet  that  govenuneil 

course  of  it ;  and  they  deprive  them  of  all  com-  has  thought  proper  to  invite  ours  to  lay  by  iM 

fert  at  the  conclusion  of  their  dishonoured  and  unjust  hatred,  and  to  listen  to  the  voice  otba* 

depraved    existence.    Endeavouring  to  per-  manity  as  tau^t  by  their  example, 

■uade  the  people  that  they  are  no  better  than  The  operation  of  dangerous  and  dehnifa 

beasts,  the  whole  body  of  their  institution  tends  first  principles  obligoB  us  to  have  lecoarae  Id 

to  make  them  beasts  of  prey,  furious  and  sav-  the  true  ones.    In  the  interooune  botiMA 
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I  are  apt  to  rely  too  much   oo  the  The  whole  of  the  polity  and  economy  otvfery 

J  part.    We  lay  too  much  weight  country  in  Europe  has  been  derived  from  the 

HTDality  of  treaties  and  compacts,  same  sources.    It  was  drawn  from  the  ok!  Gei^ 

act  much  more  wisely  when  we  manic  or  Gothic  custumary ;  from  the  feudal 

interests  of  men  as  guarantees  of  institutions  which  must  be  C(Hi8idered  as  an 

ements.     The  interests  frequently  emanation  from  that  custumary ;  and  the  whole 

es  their  engagements ;  and  the  pas-  has  been  improved  and  digested  into  system 

»le  up<Hi  both.    Entirely  to  trust  to  and  discipline  by  the  Roman  law.  From  hence 

a  disregard  our  own  safety,  or  not  arose  the  several  orders,  with  or  without  a 

inkind.    Men  are  not  tied  to  one  monarch,  (which  are  called  states)  in  every 

papers  and  seals.     They  are  led  to  European  country;  the  strong  traces  of  which, 

Y  resemblances,  by  conformities,  by  where  monarchy  predominated,  were  never 

.     It  is  with  nations  as  with  indi-  wholly  extinguished  or  merged  in  despotism. 

•Nothing  is  so  strong  a  tie  of  ami^  In  the  few  places  where  monardiy  was  cast  off, 

Ltion  and  nati(m  as  correspondence  the  spirit  c^  European  monarchy  was  still  left. 

atoms,  manners,  and  habits  of  life.  Those  countries  still  continued  countries  of 

more  than  the  force  of  treaties  in  states ;  that  is,  of  classes,  orders,  and  distino- 

They  are  obligations  written   in  tions,  such  as  had  befere  subsisted,  cnt  nearly 

They  approximate  men  to  men,  so.    Indeed  the  ferceand  form  of  the  institution 

heir    knowledge,     and  sometimes  called  states,  continued  in  greater  perfection  in 

ir  intentions.    The  secret,  unseen,  those  republican  communities  than  under  moo- 

riUe  bond  of  habitual  intercourse,  archies.   From  all  those  sources  arose  a  system 

together,  even  when  their  perverse  of  manners  and  education  which  was  neariy 

UB  nature  sets  them  to  equivocate,  similar  in  all  this  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  and 

I  fightabout  the  terms  erf"  their  written  which  softened,  blended,  and  harmonized  the 

colours  of  the  whole.     There  was  little  differ- 

ar,  if  it  be  the  means  of  wnxig  and  enceintheferm  and  the  universities  for  the  edu- 

t  is  the  sole  means  of  justice  among  cation  of  their  youth,  whether  with  regard  to  fit* 

Nothing  can  banish  it  from  the  world .  culties ,  to  sciences,  or  to  the  more  liberal  and  ele- 

say  otherwise,  intending  to  impose  gant  kinds  of  erudition.    From  this  resemblanea 

do  not    impose  upon  themselves,  in  the  modes  ofintercourse,  and  in  the  whole  ferm 

eofthegreatestobjects  of  human  wis-  and  fiishion  of  life,  no  citizen  of  Europe  could 

tigate  those  evils  which  we  are  un-  be  altogether  an  exile  in  any  part  of  it.   There 

DQve.     The  conformity  and  analogy  was  nothing  more  than  a  pleasing  variety  to 

[  speak,  incapable,  like  every  thing  recreate  and  instruct  the  mind ;  to  enrich  the 

•erving  perfect  trust  and  tranquillity  imagination ;  and  to  meliorate  theheart.   When 

a,  has  a  strong  tendency  to  facilitate  a  man  traveUed  or  resided  for  health,  pleasure, 

ation,  and  to  produce  a  generous  business  or  necessity,  from  his  own  country, 

the  rancour  of  their  quarrels.  With  he  never  felt  himself  quite  abroad, 

itnde,  peace  is  more  of  peace,  and  The  whole  body  of  this  new  scheme  of  man- 

I  of  war.    I  will  go  further.    There  ners  in  support  of  the  new  scheme  of  politics, 

periods/^  time  in  which  communi-  I  consider  asa  strong  and  decisive  proof  of 

eotty  in  peace  with  each  other,  have  determined  ambition  and  systematic  hostili^. 

>  perfectly  separated  than,  in  later  I  defy  the  most  refining  ingenuity  to  invent 

ny  Dati(xis  in  Europe  have  been  in  any  other  cause  for  the  total  departure  of  the 

i  of  l<Mig  and  bloody  wars.    The  jacobin  republic  from  every  one  of  the  ideas 

t  be  Bou^t  in  the  similitude  through-  and  usages,  religious,  legal,  moral,  or  social, 

[>e  o£  religion,  laws,  and  manners,  of  this  civilized  world,  andfbrher  tearing  her- 

D,  these  are  all    the  same.     The  self  from  its  communion  with  such  studied  vi(^ 

I  puUic  law  have  of\en  called  this  lence,  but  from  a  formed  resolution  of  keeping 

«f  nations  a  commonwealth.    They  no  terms  with  that  world.    It  has  not  been,  aa 

1.    It  is  virtually  one  great  state  has  been  falsely  and  insidiously  represented, 

B  lame  basis  of  general  kiw ;  with  that  these  miscreants  had  only  broke  with 

laity  of  provincial  customs  and  local  their  old  government.    They  made  a  schism 

lenbi.    The  nations  of  Europe  have  with  the  whole  universe ;  and  that  schism  ex- 

tj  suae  Christian  religion,  agreeing  tended  to  almost  every  thing  great  and  small. 

Hamratal  parts,  varying  a  little  in  the  For  one,  I  wish,  since  it  has  gone  thus  fiur, 

m  and  in  the  suboniinate  doctrines,  that  the  breach  had  been  so  complete,  as  to 
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make  all  intercourse  impracticable ;  bot  partly  the  right  oioumenhipf  by  the  right  d 

by  accident,  partly  by  design,  partly  from  the  No  mnovatioH  is  permitted  diat  ma] 

resistance  of  the  matter,  enough  is  left  to  pre-  even  secondarUy,  to  the  prejudice  o 

serve  intercourse,  whilst  amity  is  destroyed  or  hour.     The  whde  doctrine  of  that 

c<MTupted  in  its  principle.  head  of  praetorian  law,  "  J}e  novi  opt 

This  violent  breach  of  the  coomiunity  of  atione/*  is  founded  on  the  principl) 

Europe,  we  must  conclude  to  have  been  made  new  use  should  be  made  of  a  man 

(even  if  they  had  not  expressly  declared  it  liberty  of  operation  upon  his  private 

over  and  over  again)  either  to  force  mankind  from  whence  a  detriment  may  be  jai 

into  an  adoption  of  their  system,  or  to  live  in  bended  by  his  nei^ibour.     This  law 

perpetual  enmity  with  a  community  the  moet  ciation  is  prospective.    It  is  toairtici 

potent  we  have  ever  known.    Can  any  per-  is  called  damnum  inftetum,  or  dam 

son  imagine,  that  in  offering  to  mankind  this  dum  faetum^  that  is  a  damage  jm 

desperate  alternative,  there  is  no  indication  of  bended  but  not  actually  done.     Eve 

a  hostile  mind,  because  men  in  possession  of  is  clearly  known,  whether  the  inoc 

the  ruling  authority  are  supposed  to  have  a  damageable  or  not,  the  judge  is  con 

ri^t  to  act  without  coercion  in  their  own  ter-  issue  prohibition  to  innovate,  until 

ritories  ?    As  to  the  right  of  men  to  act  any  can  be  detemuned.    This  prompt  in 

where  according  to  their  pleasure,  without  any  is  grounded  on  principles  iavourab 

moral  tie,  no  such  right  exists.   Men  are  never  parties.    It  is  preventive  of  mischii 

in  a  state  of  total  independence  of  each  other,  to  be  repaired,  and  of  ffl  blood  diffi 

It  is  not  the  ccmdition  of  our  nature  :  nor  is  it  softened.     The  rule  of  law,  thereft 

conceivable  how  any  man  can  pursue  a  ccxisid-  comes  before  the  evil,  is  among  the 

erable  course  of  acticm  without  its  having  some  parts  of  equity,  and  justifies  the  pnx 

effect  upon  others  ;  or,  of  course,  without  pr(^  the  remedy ;  because,  as  it  is  well 

ducing  some  degree  of  responsibtiity  for  his  Re»  damni  ivfecti  ceUriiatem  denda 

conduct.  The  tUuationa  in  which  men  relative-  iadoia  est  dUatio.    This  right  of  da 

ly  stand  produce  the  rules  and  principlesof  that  does  not  hold,  when  things  ccmtimH 

responsibility,  and  afford  directions  to  prudence  inconveniently  to  the  neighboorhoo 

in  exacting  it.  ing  to  the  andeat  mode.    For  then 

Distance  of  place  does  not  extinguish  the  of  presumption  against  novelty,  dn 

duties  or  the  ri^ts  of  men ;  but  it  often  renders  a  deep  consideration  of  human  natai 

their  exercise  impracticable.    The  same  cir-  man  affairs ;  and  the  maxim  of  jnri 

cumstance  of  distance  renders  the  noxious  is  well  laid  down,  Veluttaa  fro  ii; 

effects  of  an  evil  system  in  any  community  habetur. 

less    pernicious.    But  there  are    situations        Such  is  thelaw  of  civU  vicinity.  ]t 

where  this  difficulty  does  not  occur ;  and  in  there  is  no  constituted  judge,  as  be 

which,  therefore,  these  duties  are  obligatory,  dependent  states  there  is  not,  th€ 

and  these  rights  are  to  be  asserted.    It  has  itself  is  the  natural  judge.    Itis,  pn 

ever  been  the  method  erf*  public  jurists  to  draw  the  asserter  of  its  own  rights,  or  r 

a  great  part  of  the  analogies  on  which  they  their  avenger.    Neighbours  are  pi 

fonn  the  law  of  nations,  fit>m  the  principles  c^  take  cognizance  of  eadi  other's  ads. 

law  which  prevail  in  civil  community.    Civil  vicinarum  facta  prenmnmlur  sen 

laws  are  not  all  of  them  merely  positive.  Those  principle,  which,  like  the  rest,  is  as  * 

which  are  rather  conclusions  of  legal  reason,  tions,  as  of  individual  men,  has  bB 

than  matters  of  statutable  provision,  belong  to  Ae  grand  vicinage  of  Europe,  a  dot 

universal  equity,  and  are  universally  applicable,  and  a  right  to  prevent,  any  capital  i 

Almost   the  whole    pretorian  hiw  is  such,  which  may  amount  to  Ae  erection  d 

Thereis  a  Xioto  of  iV!n^A6ourftood  which  does  ous  nuisance.'''    Of  the  importaai 

not  leave  a  man  perfectly  master  on  his  own  innovation,  and  the  mischief  of  that 

ground.    When  a  neighbour  sees  a  new  erec'  they  are,  to  be  sure,  bound  to  jndg 
Iton,  in  the  nature  of  a  nuisance,  set  up  at  his       ^  ,,„, .  ...  . 

<lo«,  h.h«  .  right  .0  «pr«ent  itU,  U..  jodge ,  J.Sn^l",i'iuX  "S^n^ 

who,  on  his  part,  has  a  right  to  order  the  won  one  common  danger,  without  givtag 

to  be  staid ;  or  if  established,  to  be  removed,  right,  without  imposing  it  on  them  as 

On  this  head  the  parent  law  is  express  and  ««>P,  tl»e  progress  of  an  evU  whidi  a 

<.i^. .  —J  k.«  «..^»..n»  »;.«  «v»r«,;.;^«  fundamental  principles  by  which  n 

dear ;  and  has  made  many  wise  provisions,  united  in  civil  society.'*    Peclaradoi^ 

which|  withoatdestroying,  regulatsaad  restrain  1793. 
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^ou^ :  but  it  is  in  their  competence  to  judge,  principle  upon  whidi  it  now  stands.    It  is  not 

Dliej  have  uniformly  acted   on  this  right,  an  old  structure  which  you  have  found  as  it  is, 

What  in  civil  society  is  a  ground  of  actiou,  in  and  are  not  to  dispute  of  the  original  end  and 

pofidc  society  is  a  ground  of  war.    But  the  design  with  which  it  had  been  so  fashioned, 

enndae  of  that  competmt  jurisdiction  is  a  It  is  a  recent  wrong,  and  can  i^ead  no  prescript 

■tfter  of  nxMral  prudence.    As  suits  in  civil  tion.    It  violates  the  rights  upon  which  not 

SKsety,  so  war  in  the  political  must  ever  be  a  only  the  community  of  France,  but  those  on 

Mtter  of  great  deliberation.    It  is  not  this  or  which  all  communities  are  founded.   The  prin- 

Afet  particular  proceeding,  picked  out  here  and  ciples  on  which  they  proceed  are  general  prin* 

dnr^  as  a  subject  of  quurrd,  that  will  do.  ciples,  and  are  as  true  in  England  as  in  any 

There  must  be  an  aggregate  of  mischief,  other  country.    They  who  (though  with  the 

Tkete  must  be  marks  of  deliberation ;  there  purest  intentions)  recognize  the  authority  of 

■art  be  traces  cf  design ;  there  must  be  indi-  these  regicides  and  robbers  upon  principle,  jus- 

cMion9  of  malice ;  there  must  be  t<^ens  of  am-  tify  their  acts,  and  establish  them  as  precedents, 

failion.   There  must  be  force  in  the  body  where  It  is  a  question  not  between  France  and  Eng- 
Asf  exist;  there  must  be  energy  in  the  mind.  '  land.    It  is  a  question  between  property  and 

Wben  all  these  circumstances  combine,  or  the  force.     The  property  claims ;  and  its  claim 


parts  (^them,  the  duty  of  the  vicin-  has  been  allowed.     The  property  erf*  the  nati(m 

i^  eailB  for  the  exercise  of  its  competence :  and  is  the  nation.    They  who  massacre,  plunder, 

til  rales  of  prudence  do  not  restrain,  but  and  expel  the  body  of  the  proprietary,  are 

it.  murderers  and  robbers.     The  state  in  its  es- 


Ib  describing  the  nuisance  erected  by  so  sence,  must  be  moral  and  just :  and  it  may  be 

fwtflential  a  manufactory,  by  the  coiwtniction  so,  though  a  tyrant  or  usurper  should  be  acci- 

of  io  infiunoos  a  brothel,  by  digging  a  night-  dentally  at  the  head  of  it.    This  is  a  thing  to 

cdur  for  such  thieves,  murderers,  and  house-  be  lamented  :  but  this  notwithstanding,  the 

bidun,  ma  never  infested  the  wcnld,  I  am  so  body  of  the  commonwealth  may  remain  in  all 

,    ir  from  B^rsvating,  that  I  have  fallen  infi-  its  integrity  and  be  perfectly  sound  in  its  com- 

^  iMy  short  of  the  evil.    No  man  who  has  at-  position.    The  present  case  is  different.    It 

f.  laded  to  the  particulars!^ what  has  been  done  is    not    a   revolution    in    government.      It 

^   ii  Prance,  and  combined  them  with  the  prin-  is  not  the  victory  of  party  over  party.    It  is  a 

p  4Ubs  there  asserted,  can  possibly  doubt  it.  destructionanddecompositionof  the  whole  ao- 

r^  WbflB  I  o(Hnpare  with  this  great  cause  of  na-  ciety ;  which  never  can  be  made  of  right  by 

^  tins,  the  trifling  points  c£  honour,  the  still  any  faction,  however  powerful,  nor  without 

1^  >ire  CQOtemptibto  points  of  interest,  the  light  terrible  consequences  to  all  about  it,  both  in 

I  cvemonies,  andundefinable  punctilios,  the  dis-  the  act  and  in  the  example.  This  pretended  re* 

J  pMsB  about  precedency,  the  lowering  or  the  public  is  founded  in  crimes,  and  exists  by 

J  teting  of  a  sail,  the  dealing  in  a  hmidred  <»>  wrong  and  robbery ;  and  wrong  and  robbery, 

'  Ifta  of  wild  cat-skins  on  the  other  side  of  the  far  from  a  title  to  any  thing,  is  war  with  maiH 

llbbe,  which  have  often  kindled  up  the  flames  kind.     To  be  at  peace  with  robbery  is  to  be 

tf«v  between  naticms,  I  stand  astonished,  at  an  accomplice  with  it. 

Ims  peraooB,  who  do  not  feel  a  resentm^it.  Mere  locality  does  not  constitute  a  body 

W  BDre  natural  than  politic,  at  the  atrocious  pditic.    Had  Cade  and  his  gang  got  possession 

htahs,  that  diis  monstrous  compound  offers  to  of  London,  they  would  not  have  been  the  lord 

li  digni^  of  erery  nation,  and  who  are  not  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council.    The 

teMd  with  what  it  threatens  to  their  safety,  body  politic  of  France  existed  in  the  raajetty 

I  hav«  dierelbre  been  decidedly  of  opinion,  of  its  throne ;  in  the  dignity  of  its  nobility ;  in 

vMl  oar  dedaration  at  Whitehall,  in  the  be-  the  honour  of  its  gentry  ;  in  the  sanctity  of  its 

linnng  of  this  war,  diat  the  vicinage  of  Eu-  clergy ;  in  the  reverence  of  its  magistracy ;  in 

Upa  baa  not  only  a  right,  but  an  indispensible  the  weight  and  consideration  due  to  its  landed 

Htff  and  an  exigent  interest,  to  denunciate  property  in  the  several  baillages;  in  the  respect 

Hi  new  work  before  it  bad  produced  the  dan-  due  to  its  moveable  substance  represented  by 

|ir  we  have  so  toreij  felt,  and  which  we  i^iall  the  corporations  cf  the  kingdom.    All  these 

■l|  6eL    The  examine  of  what  is  done  by  particular  molecula  united,  form    the  great 

InMais  too  important  not  to  have  a  vast  and  mass  of  what  is  truly  the  body  politic  in  all 

■harive  influence ;  and  that  example  backed  countries.    They  are  so  many  deposits  and 

^ its  power,  must  bear  with  great  force  on  receptacles  (^justice ;  because  they  can  only 

4  "Ml  who  are  near  it ;  especially  on  those  who  exist  by  justice.    Nation  is  a  moral  essence, 

'^  w  recognize  the  pretended  republic  on  the  not  a  ge(^raphical  arrangement,  or  a  denomi* 
Vol.  II.— 16 
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«f  dkB  wamemiaMsx.    Fnaoe,  dwa^  diiuiMiil  to  a  MtMtina  wona  dian  di 

ot  «f  her  tcnrilorial  poiwririnnff,  rrili ;  be>-  Dmaome  aad  pestikaiial  pnaoDs; — in 

CMMe  tke  aofe  posibie  rbimanl,  1  fia  tlie  case,  is  it  ia  the  frctiaB  cf  robbeis  I 

proprielafy,  and  the  gomsment  k>  vliich  the  look  £ir  wkx  oomtxy  ?     WooU  this 

profMrietarj  adheres,  exists  and  rbii—     God  Kngbnd  that  joa  and  I,  and  croa  stx 

fochid,  that  if  jou  were  expeUed  froa  jour  admired,  hanoured,    lored,    and  cfaei 

house  bjr  mffians  aad  sssitsitw,  that  I  should  WonU  not  the  exiles  o^  Ea^and  alooc 

eaA  the  material  waSs,  doors  and  vindom  of  govefnmcat  and  mj  feiloOT  citizens  ? 

,  the  sncimt  and  honouiafale  frsailj  of  not  their  places  of  refiigc  be   my  ten 

.    Am  1  to  trander  to  the  intruders,  coonirj  ?    Would  iwt  aU  my  duties 

who,  not  content  to  turn  jou  out  naked  to  the  my  aflections  be  there  and  there  only? 

worid,  would  rob  yon  of  your  very  name,  all  I  consider  nsyaelf  as  a  traitor  to  my  c 

tfie  esteem  and  respect  I  owe  to  yon  ?     The  and  desenring  of  death,  if  I  knockfd 

regicides  in  France  are  not  Frsnoe.    Fmice  door  and  heart  of  every  potentate  in  CI 

is  out  of  her  bounds,  but  the  kingdom  is  the  dom  to  succour  my  friends,  and  to 

saow.  them  on  their  enemies?    Could  I,  in  ai 

To  iflostrate  my  opiaioos  oo  this  subject,  shew  myself  more  a  patriot  ?    What  i 

let  US  suppose  a  case,  which,  after  what  has  think  of  those  potentates  who  iasidt« 

happened,  we  cannot  think  absolutdy  impoa-  sufleriag  br^hrea  ;  who  treated  thea 

nUe  thou^  the  augury  is  to  be  abominated,  grants,  or  at  least  as  maadicaats  ;  aa 

and  the  event  depreotted  with  our  most  ardoit  find  no  allies,  no  friends,  bat  in  regies 

prayers.    Let  us  suppose  then,  that  our  gra-  doers  and  robbers  ?    What  ought  I 

cions  sovereign  was  sacrilegiously  muidercd  ;  and  (eel  if  being  geographers  instead  c 

his  exemplary  queen,  at  the  bead  of  the  ma-  tbey  recognised  the  desolated  cities,  tb 

tronage  of  this  land,  murdered  in  the  same  ed  6elds,  and  the  rivers  polluted  widi  I 

manner ;  that  those  princesses  whoae  beauty  this  geometrical  measurement,  as  the 

and   modest  elegance  are   the  ornaments  ojf  able  member  of  Evn^,  called  En^ai 

the  country,  and  who  are  the  leaders  and  pat-  that  condition  what  diould  we  thiok  c 

toms  of  the  ingenuous  youth  of  their  sex,  were  den,  Denmark,  or  Holland,  or  whatov 

put  to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death,  with  er  afforded  us  a  churlish  and  treadiefi 

hundreds  of  others,  mothers  and  daughters,  pitality,  if  they  should  invite  us  to 

ladies  of  the  first  distinction ; — that  the  prince  standard  of  our  king,  our  laws,  and  oai  \ 

of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York,  princes  the  if  they  should  give  us  a  direct  promisi 

hope  and  pride  of  the  nation,  with  all  their  tection — ^if  after  all  this,  taking  iuivaata| 

brethren,  were  forced  to  fly  from  the  knives  defJorable  situation,  which  1^  us  no 

of  assassins — that  the  whole  body  of  our  excel-  they  were  to  treat  us  as  the  lowest  ai 

lent  clergy  were  either  massacred  or  robbed  of  of  sJl  mercenaries  ?    If  they  were  to 

aO,  and  transported — the  Christian  religion,  in  &r  from  the  aid  of  our  king,  and  our  t 

an  its  denominations,  forbidden  and  perse-  country,  to  squander  us  away  in  the  d 

cuted ;  the  law  totally,  fundamentally,  and  in  tilential  climates  for  a  venal  enlarge 

an  its  parts  destroyed— the  judges  put  to  death  their    own    territories,    for    the    pw 

by    revolutionary    tribunals — the  peers    and  trucking  them,  when  obtained,  with  th 

commons  robbed  to  the  last  acre  df  their  es-  robbers  and  murderers  they  had  called 

tates ;  massacred  if  they  staid,  or  obliged  to  to  oppose  with  our  blood  ?    What  w 

seek  life  in  flight,  in  exile  and  in  beggary —  our  sentiments,  if  in  that  miserable  aei 

that  the  whole  landed  property  should  share  the  were  not  to  be  considered  either  at  ] 

very  same  fate — that  every  military  and  naval  or  as  Swedes,  Dutch,  Danes,  but  at 

oflicer  of  honour  and  rank,  almost  to  a  man,  <^the  human  race?    Whilst  we  wore 

should  be  placed  in  the  same  description  of  those  battles  of  their  interest,  and  at  i 

confiscation  and  exile— that  the  principal  mer-  diers,  how  should  we  feel  if  we  were  t 

chtnti  and  bankers  should  be  drawn  out,  as  eluded  from  all  their  cartels  ?    How  i 

from  an  hen-coop,  for  slaughter — that  the  citi-  feel  if  the  pride  and  flower  of  the  En^ 

zens  ofour  greatest  and  most  flourishing  cities,  ity  and  gentry,  who  might  escape  die  i 

when  the  hand  and  the  machinery  of  the  hang-  ,  tial  clime,  and  the  devouring  sword,  ■ 

man  were  not  found  sufficient,  should  have  taken  prisoners,  be  delivered  over  as  re 

been  collected  in  the  public  squares,  and  mas-  jects,  to  be  condemned  as  rebels,  as  tra 

lacred  by  thousands  with  canncm ; — if  three  the  vilest  of  all  criminals,  by  tribunals 

bundrad  diousand  others  should   have  been  erf* Maroon  negro  slaves,  covered  over' 
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r  masters,  who  were  made  free  and  and  thej  wiQ  learn  at  no  other.  This  war  if 
ito  judges,  for  their  robberies  and  a  war  against  that  example.  It  is  not  a  war 
What  should  we  feel  under  this  for  Louis  the  eighteenth,  or  even  fcHT  the  pro- 
suiting,  and  barbarous  protection  perty,  virtue,  fidelity  <^  France.  It  is  a  war 
es,  Swedes  or  Hollanders?  Should  for  George  the  third,  for  Francis  the  second, 
St  Heaven,  and  whatever  justice  and  for  all  the  dignity,  property, honour,  virtue, 
;t  on  earth?  Oppression  makes  andreligioni^England,  of  Germany,  and  of  aH 
lad ;  but  the  distemper  is  still  the  nations. 

the  wise,  which  is  better  than  the         I  know  that  all  I  have  said  of  the  systematic 

ibols.     Their  cry  is  the  voice  of  unsociability  of  this  new-invented  species  of 

ery,  exalted,  not  into  wild  raving,  republic,  and  the  impossibility  of  preserving 

sanctified  phrenzy  of  prophecy  and  peace,  is  answered  by  asserting  that  the  scheme 

—in  that  bitterness  of  soul,  in  that  of  manners,  morals,  and  even  of  maxims  and 

c^  sufiering  virtue,  in  that  exalta^  principles  of  state,  is  of  no  weight  inaquestion 

air,  would  not  persecuted  English  of  peace  or  war  between  communities.    This 

out,  with  an  awful  warning  voice,  doctrine  is  supported  by  example.     The  case 

ice  the  destruction  that  waits  on  of  Algiers  is  cited,  with  an  hint,  as  if  it  were 

vho  consider  fidelity  to  them  as  the  the  stronger  case.     J  should  take  no  notice  of 

ling  of  all  vices  ;  who  suffer  it  to  this  sort  of  inducement,  if  I  had  found  it  only 

d  as  the  most  abominable  of  all  where  first  it  was.    I  do  not  want  respect  for 

id  who  have  no  respect  but  for  those  from  whom  I  first  heard  it-— but  having  no 

t<»rs,  regicides,  and  furious  negro  controversy  at  present  with  them,  I  <xAy  think 

>se  crimes  have  broke  their  chains?  it  not  amiss  to  rest  on  it  a  little,  as  I  find  it 

this  warm  language  of  high  indig-  adopted  with  much. more  of  the  same  kind,  by 

i  more  of  sound  reason  in  it,  more  several  of  those  on  whom  such  reasoning  had 

;tion,  more  of  true  attachment,  than  formerly  made  no  apparent  impression.    If  it 

ibies  of  flatterers,  who  would  hush  had  no  force  to  prevent  us  from  submitting  to 

3  sleep  in  the  arms  of  death  ?    Let  this  necessary  war,    it  furnishes   no  better 

ill  convinced,  that  if  ever  this  exam-  ground  for  our  making  an  unnecessary  and 

prevail  in  its  whole  extent,  it  will  ruinous  peace. 

11  operation.    Whilst  kings  stand         This  analogical  argument  drawn  from  the 
ir  base,  Uiough  under  that  base  there  case  of  Algiers  would  lead  us  a  good  way. 
rought  mine,  there  will  not  be  want-  The  fact  is,  we  ourselves  with  a  little  cover, 
'  levees  a  single  person  of  those  who  others  more  directly,  pay  a  tribute  to  the  repub- 
d  totheir  fortune,  and  not  to  their  per-  lie  of  Algiers.     Is  it  meant  to  reconcile  us  to 
se:  but  hereafler  none  will  support  a  the  payment  of  a  tr^mte  to  the  French  repub- 
irone.    Some  will  fly  for  fear  of  being  lie?     That  this,  with  other  things  more  min- 
der the  ruin ;  some  will  join  in  mak-  ous,  will  Vie  demanded  hereafler,  I  little  doubt ; 
hey  win  seek  in  the  destruction  of  but  for  the  present,  this  will  not  be  avowed— 
ne,  and  power,  and  wealth,  and  the  though  our  minds  are  to  be  gradually  prepared 
kings,  with  Reubd,  with  Camot,  for  it.    In  truth,  the  arguments  from  this  case 
Uiere,  and  with  the  MerUna  and  the  are  worth  little,  even  to  those  who  approve  the 
ather  than  suflTer  exile  and  beggary  buying    an  Algerine  forbearance  of  piracy. 
*<mdc»j  or  the  JBroglios,  the  Castries,  There  are  many  things  which  men  do  not  ap- 
'W,  the  Serrents,  the  Cazalesj  and  prove,  that  they  must  do  to  avoid  a  greater 
oe  of  loyal,  suffering  patriot  nobility,  evil.     To  argue  from  thence,  that  they  are  to 
itcfaered  with  the  oracles  and  the  vie-  act  in  the  same  manner  in  all  cases,  is  turning 
>  laws,  the  jyOrmesonSj  the  JJ^Es'  necessity  into  a  law.    Up<m  what  is  matter 
,  and  the  Malesherbes.    This  exam-  of  prudence,  the  argument  concludes  the.coiH 
lU  give,  if  instead  of  adhering  to  our     trary  way.   Because  we  have  done  one  humili-* 
a  cause  which  is  an  honour  to  us  all,     ating  act,  we  ought,  with  infinite  caution,  to 
m  the  lawful  goveniment  and  lawful     admit  more  acts  of  Uie  same  nature,  lest  hi]« 
tmdy  ofFrance,  tohunt  forashame-     miliation  should  become  our  habitual  state, 
iiinous  fraternity,  with  this  odious     Matters  of  prudence  arc  under  the  dominion 
k  that  disgraces  civilized  society  and     of  circumstances,  and  not  of  logical  analogies. 
I  race.  It  is  absurd  to  take  it  otherwise, 
then  example  nothing  ?    It  is  eve-         I,  for  one,  do  more  than  doubt  the  pdicy  of 
Example  is  the  schod  of  mankind,     this  kind  of  convention  with  Algien.     On 
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llioM  who  think  as  I  do,  the  argomeoC  od  %•-  chief  to  be  apprehended  from  it.    Wbeolftdl 

MtiMin  can  make  no  sort  of  impression.    I  Algiers  tranferred  to  Calais,  I  wiS  tafi  jtm 

know  something  of  the  constitution  and  compo-  what  I  think  of  that  point.    In  the  mean  tb^» 

sition  of  this  very  extraordinary  republic.    It  the  case  quoted,  from  the  iUgerine  nfottB,  inl 

has  a  constitution,  I  admit,  similar  to  the  pre-  not  apply  as  anifaority.    We  sfadi  pot  it  eat 

■ent  tumultuous  military  tjrraraiy  of  Prance,  of  court ;  and  so  fiur  as  tfiat  goes,  let  dw  com- 

by  which  an  handful  of  obscure  ruffians  donu-  sel  for  the  jacobin  peace  take  nothiag  by  their 

neer  over  a  fertile  country,  and  a  brave  people,  notion. 

For  the  composition,  too,  I  admit  the  Algerine         When  we  voted,  as  yon  and  I  did,  widi 
community  resembles  that  of  France  ;  being  many  more  whom  yon  and  I  respect  and  hn, 
formed  out  of  the  very  scum,  scandal,  disgrace,  to  resist  this  enemy,  we  were  providii^  fir 
and  pest  of  the  Turkish  Asia.     The  grand  dangers  that  were  direct,  home,  pressing,  nd 
■eignior,  to  disburtheu  the  country,  suffers  the  not  remote,  contingent,  oncertain,  and  finned 
dey  to  recruit,  in  his  dominions,  the  corps  of  upon  loose  analogies.     We  jtidged  of  the  ds»> 
janissaries  or  asaphs,  which  form  the  directory  get  with  which  we  were  menaced  by  jaoobii 
and  council  of  elders  of  the  African  repuUic  France,  from  the  whole  tenoor  of  her  condod; 
one  and  indivisible.     But  notwithstanding  this  not  from  one  or  two  doubtfrd  or  detached  acts 
resemblance,  which  I  allow,  I  never  shall  so  or  expressions.    I  not  oidy  concurred  in  thi 
tu  injure  the  janissarian  republic  of  Algiers,  idea  of  coadnning  witfi  Europe  in  this  «rtr; 
as  to  put  it  in  comparison  for  every  sort  of  but  to  the  best  of  n^  power  even  stirairiiisd 
crime,  turpitude,  and  oppression  with  the  jaco-  ministers  to  that  ctx^unctioa  of  interests  ari 
bin  republic  of  Paris.     There  is  no  question  of  efforts.    I  joined  them  with  al  my  sold,  m 
with  me  to  which  of  the  two  I  should  choose  the  princij^es  contained  in  that  manty  and  nas- 
to  be  a  neighbour  or  a  subject.    But  situated  terly  state  paper,  which  I  have  two  or  thres 
as  I  am,  I  am  in  no  danger  of  becoming  to  times  referred  to,*  and  may  stiHmmrefreqasBtif 
Algiers  either  the  one  or  the  other.     It  is  not  hereafter.     The  diplomatic  coiBectioa  nevar 
so  in  my  relation  to  the  atheistical  fanatics  of  was  more  enriched  than  with  this  piece.    Ths 
France.      I  am  their  neighbour;  I  imi^  be-  historic  fects  justify  every  stroke  of  the  master, 
come  their  subject.    Have  the  gentlemen  who  "  Thus  painters  write  their  names  at  Co.** 
borrowed  this  happy  parallel,  no  idea  of  the  diA         Various  persons  may  eoncor  in  the  saaH 
ferent  conduct  to  be  held  with  regard  to  the  very  measure  on  various  grounds.     They  may  be 
same  evil  at  an  immense  distance,  and  when  it  various,  witiiout  being  contrary  to  or  exdorin 
is  at  your  door  ?  when  its  power  is  enormous,  of  each  other.    I  thou^t  the  insolent,  unpiD* 
as  when  it  is  comparatively  as  feeble  as  its  di^  yoked  aggression  of  the  rc^ickle,  npon  our  tBj 
tance  is  remote  ?  when  there  is  a  barrier  oflan-  (rf*  Holland,  a  good  ground  of  war.    I  thnrii  bif 
guage  and  usages,  which  prevents  corruption  manifest  attempt  to  overturn  the  bahuioe  ef 
through  certain  old  corespondencies  and  habi-  Europe,  a  good  ground  of  war.    As  a  good 
todes,  from  the  contagion  of  the  horrible  novel-  ground  of  war,  I  consider  his  dedaratiaa  <f 
ties  that  are  introduced  into  every  thing  else  ?  war  on  his  majesty  and  his  kingdom.    BM 
I  can  contemplate,  without  dread,  a  royal  or  a  though  I  have  taken  all  these  to  my  aid,  I  cob* 
national  tiger  on  the  borders  of  Pegu.    I  can  aider  them  as  nothing  more  than  as  a  sort  of  en- 
look  at  him,  with  an  easy  curiosity,  as  pri-  dence  to  indicate  die  treasonable  mind  widii. 
floner  within  bars  in  the  menagerie  (^the  tow-  Long  before  their  acts  of  aggression,  and  the^ 
er.    But  if  by  habeas  corpus,  or  otherwise,  he  declaration  of  war,  the  foction  in  France  hadts* 
was  to  come  into  the  lobby  of  tlie  house  of  com-  sumed  a  form,  had  adopted  a  body  of  prmciph* 
mens  while  your  door  was  open,  any  of  you  and  maxims,  and  had  regularly  and  systenatio^ 
would  be  more  stout  than  wise,  who  would  not  ly  acted  on  them  by  vrhidi  die  viituatty  had  put 
gladly  make  your  escape  out  of  the  back  win-  herself  in  a  posture,  which  was  in  itself  a  dedr    f 
dows.      I  certainly  should  dread  more  from  a  ration  of  war  against  mankind.  [ 
wild  cat  in  my  bed-chamber,  than  from  all  the        It  is  said  by  the  directory  in  their  severtl 
lions  that  roar  in  the  deserts  behind  Algiers,  manifestoes,  that  we  of  the  people  are  tanwlt* 
But  in  this  parallel  it  is  die  cat  that  is  at  a  uous  for  peace ;  and  that  ministers  pretend  oe- 
distance,  and  the  lions  and  tigers  that  are  in  gotiations  to  amuse  us.    This  they  have  letn* 
our  anti-chambers  and  our  lobbies.    Algiers  ed  from  the  language  of  many  among  oursetvef) 
is  not  near ;  Algiers  is  not  powerful ;  Algiers  whose  conversations  have  been  one  main  cinf* 
is  not  our  neighbour ;  Algiers  is  not  infectious,  of  whatever  extent  the  opinion  for  peace  witb 
Algiers,  whatever  it  maybe,  is  an  old  creation ; 
,|Bd  we  have  good  data  to  calculate  all  the  mis-          *  Declaration,  Whitehall,  Oct.  39, 17ML 
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iinyb&   Bat  I,  whotfaiBkdieittuii»>  ofthecaM,  m  wdl  rb  itifiur  sid«,ought  tobe 

imatelj  to  be  trot  too  serious  in  their  presented.    This  ought  to  be  done ;  and  it  is 

rs,  find  mys^  obliged  to  say  a  littls  aU  that  can  be  done.    When  we  have  our  true 

lis  sul^ei^  of  the  pc^Iar  opinion.  situation  distinctly  prea^ited  to  us,  if  then  we 

Mir  opinions  are  quoted  against  our-  resolve  with  a  blind  and  headlong  violence,  to 

s  proper  that,  6om  our  serious  delib-  resist  the  admoniticNQS  of  our  friends,  and  to 

bey  may  be  wordi  quotmg.    It  is  cast  ourselves  into  the  hands  of  onr  potent  and 

eason  we  praise  the  wisdom  of  our  irreconcileable  (oe^  then,  and  not  tiU  then,  the 

»,  in  putting  ondcr  the  discretion  of  ministers  stand  acquitted  before  God  and  man, 

,  iIm  awibl  trust  <^  war  and  peace,  for  whatever  may  come, 
isters  of  the  crown  virtually  return  it       Lamenting  as  I  do,  that  the  matter  has  not  had 

)  onr  hands.    The  trust  was  placed  so  (vA  and  free  a  discussion  as  it  requires,  I 

d  deposit,  to  secure  us  against  pop*  mean  to  omit  none  of  the  points  which  seem  to 

earn  in  plunging  into  wars,  and  against  me  necessary  for  consideration,  previous  to  an 

I  of  popular  dismay,  disgust,  or  ktasi*  arrangement  which  is  forever  to  decide  the 

etting  oat  of  them  as  impradendy  as  form  and  the  fate  cf  Europe.    In  the  course, 

first  «igage  in  them.    To  have  no  therefore,  of  what  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 

sore  in  judging  of  those  great  objects  address  to  you,  I  propose  the  following  ques* 

nonentary  opinions  and  desires,  is  to  tions  to  your  serious  duHights : — 1.   Whether 

back   upon   that  very  democracy  the  present  system  which  stands  for  a  govern- 

tkts  part,  our  constitution  was  form-  nient  in  France,  be  such  as  in  peace  and  war 

d.  affects  the  nei^bouring  states  in  a  manner 

•  tOBcnwe  at  all  for  a  minister,  who  at  different  from  the  internal  government  that 

B  tdces  a  measure  contrary  to  our  formerly    prevailed    in    that    country  ?•— 2. 

it  it  is  our  own  act.    He  who  does  Whether  tlmt  system,  8U|^)06ing  its  views  hoo- 

Imb bond  of  snicide,  is  guilty  of  mur-  tile  toother  nations,  possesses  any  means  of 

oar  port  I  say,  ifiat  to  be  instructed,  being  hurtfiil  to  them  peculiar  to  itself  ?— 3. 

e  degraded  or  enslaved.    Information  Whether  there  has  been  lately  such  a  change 

Mitage  to  OS ;  and  we  have  a  right  to  in  France,  as  to  alter  the  nature  of  its  system, 

;.     He  that  is  bound  to  act  in  the  dark  or  its  effect  upon  other  powers  ?'-4.  Whether 

said  toact  freely.    When  it  appears  any  public  declarations  or  engagements  exist, 

I  oar  govemours  that  our  desires  and  on  the  part  of  the  allied  powers,  which  stand 

sts  are  at  variance,  diey  ought  not  to  in  the  way  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  suppo- 

3  former  nH  the  expense  of  the  latter,  ses  the  right  and  c(xifirms  the  power  of  the  re- 

1  ase  placed  on  an  eminence,  diat  gicide  faction  in  France  ?<•— 5.  What  the  state 

have  a  larger  horizon  than  we  can  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  will  be  with 

»mmand.     They  have  a  whole  before  respect  to  each  other,  and  their  colonies,  on 

idi  we  can  contemplate  only  in  the  the    conclusion   of  a    regicide    peace  ?— 6. 

I  oAee  without  the  necessary  relations.  Whether   we    are    driven    to    the    absolute 

I  are  not  only  our  natural  rulers  but  necessity  of  making  that  kind  of  peace? 
al  guides.    Reason  clearly  and  man-        These  heads  of  inquiry  will  enable  us  to 

'ereid,  has  in  itself  a  mighty  force :  but  make  the  ap|^icati<ni  of  the  several  matters  of 

die  mouth  of  legal  authority,  is,  I  may  foot  and  topics  of  argument,  that  occur  in  this 

,  irresistible.  vast  discussicm,  tocertain  fixed  principles.  I  do 

t  that  reason  of  stats  w91  not,  in  many  not  mean  (o  confine  myself  to  the  order  in  which 

meea,  pennit  the   disclosure  of  the  they  stand.    I  shall  discuss  them  in  such  a 

tad  of  a  public  proceeding.    In  that  manner  as  shall  appear  to  roe  the  best  adapted 

ice  is  manly  and  it  is  wise.    It  is  fiiir  for  shewing  their  mutual  bearings  and  relatiims. 

r  trust  when  the  principle  of  reason  Here  then  I  ckee  the  public  matter  of  my  let- 

pends  its  public  use.    I  take  the  dis-  ter ;  but  before  I  have  done,  let  ma  say  one 

o  be  this :   The  ground  of  a  particular  word  in  apology  for  myselC 
making  a  part  of  a  plan,  it  is  rarely       In  wishing  this  nominal  peacenot  to  be  preeip- 

*■  divulge ;  all  the  broader  grounds  of  itated,  I  am  sure  no  man  living  is  less  disposed 

wbiek  the  general  plan  is  to  he  adop-  to  blame   the  present  ministry  than  I  am. 

It  as  rarely  to  be  concealed.     They  Some  of  my  oldest  friends,  (and  I  wish  I  could 

)  not  the  whole  cause  before  them,  call  say  it  of  more  of  them)  make  a  part  in  that  nu« 

itaeians,  call  them  people,  call  them  nistry.    There  are  some  indeed,  "  wh<»n  my 

t  wis,  are  no  judges.    The  difficulties  dim  eyes  in  vain  explore."    In  my  mind  a 
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greater  calamity  couU  not  have  &nen  on  the  I  am  old  and  dow.— I  am  in  this  jeVi  1791^ 
poblic  than  the  exclusion  of  one  of  them.  But  only  where  all  the  powers  of  Europe  wwb  m 
I  drive  away  that,  with  other  melancholy  1793.  I  cannot  move  with  this  preceaiM  af 
thoughts.  A  great  deal  ought  to  be  said  upon  the  equinoxes,  which  is  preparing  for  ib  ^ 
that  subject  or  nothing.  As  to  the  distinguish-  return  of  some  very  <Ad,  I  am  afraid  no  goUea 
ed  persons  to  whom  my  friends  who  remain  era,  or  Uie  commencem«:it  of  some  new  en 
are  joined,  if  the  benefits,  nobly  and  generously  that  must  be  denominated  from  some  new  me- 
CfMiferred,  ought  to  procure  good  wishes,  they  tal.  In  this  crisis  I  must  hold  my  tongue  or 
are  entitled  to  my  best  vows  ;  and  they  have  I  must  speak  with  freedom.  Falsehood  uid  de- 
them  all.  They  have  administered  to  me  the  lusion  are  allowed  in  no  case  whatever:  bat, 
only  consolation  that  I  am  capable  of  receiving,  as  in  the  exercise  <^all  the  virtues,  there  isn 
which  is  to  know  that  no  individual  will  suffer  by  economy  of  truth.  It  is  a  sort  of  tempenuMS, 
ray  thirty  years  service  to  the  public.  If  things  by  which  a  man  speaks  truth  with  measure  that 
should  give  us  the  comparative  happiness  of  a  he  may  speak  it  the  longer.  But  as  die  sum 
struggle,  I  shall  be  found,  I  was  a  going  rules  do  not  hoki  in  all  cases — ^what  wodd  be 
to  say  fighting,  (that  would  be  foolish)  but  right  for  you,  who  may  presume  on  a  series  of 
dying  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Pitt.  I  must  add,  that  years  before  you,  woidd  have  no  sense  for  ■», 
if  any  thing  defensive  in  our  domestic  system  who  cannot,  without  absurdity,  calculate  on  sii 
can  possibly  save  us  from  the  disasters  of  monUisoflife.  What  I  say,  I  muaf  say  at  once, 
a  rpgicide  peace,  he  is  the  man  to  save  us.  If  Whatever  I  write  is  in  its  nature  testamentiry. 
the  finances  in  such  a  case  can  be  repaired,  he  It  may  have  the  weakness,  but  it  has  the  no- 
is  the  man  to  repair  them.  If  I  should  lament  cerity  of  a  dying  declaration.  For  the  few 
any  of  his  acts,  it  is  only  when  they  appear  to  days  I  have  to  linger  here,  I  am  removed  com- 
me  to  have  no  resemblance  to  acts  of  his.  But  pietely  from  the  busy  scene  of  the  woild?  bit 
let  him  not  have  a  confidence  in  himself,  which  I  hdd  myself  to  be  still  responsiUe  for  every  thiig 
no  human  abilities  can  warrant.  His  abilities  that  I  have  done  whilst  I  continued  on  tbs 
are  fully  equal  (  and  that  is  to  say  much  for  any  place  of  action.  If  the  rawest  Tyro  ia 
man  )  to  those  which  are  opposed  to  him.  But  politics  has  been  influenced  by  the  authority  of 
if  we  look  to  him  as  our  security  against  the  my  gray  hairs,  and  led  by  any  thing  in  nj 
consequences  of  a  regicide  peace,  let  us  be  as-  speeches,  or  my  writings,  to  enter  into  thii 
sured  that  a  regicide  peace  and  a  constitutional  war.  he  has  a  right  to  call  upon  me  to  know 
ministry  are  terms  that  will  not  agree.  With  why  I  have  changed  my  opinions,  or  whj, 
a  regicide  peace  the  king  cannot  long  have  a  when  those  I  voted  with,  have  adopted  better 
minister  to  serve  him,  nor  the  minister  a  king  notions,  I  persevere  in  exploded  errour? 
to  serve.  If  the  Great  Disposer,  in  reward  of  When  I  seem  not  to  acquiesce  inthe  acti 
the  royal  and  private  virtues  of  our  sovereign  ofthose  I  respect  in  every  degree  of  snperstitioii, 
should  call  him  from  the  calamitous  spectacles,  I  am  obliged  to  give  my  reasons  fuUy.  I  can- 
which  win  attend  a  slate  of  amity  with  regi-  not  set  my  authority  against  their  authority, 
cide,  his  successor  will  surely  see  them,  unless  But  to  exert  reason  is  not  to  revolt  against  ao- 
the  same  providence  greatly  anticipates  the  thority.  Reason  and  authority  do  not  nora 
course  of  nature.  Thinking  thus  (  and  not,  as  in  the  same  parallel.  That  reason  is  an  sa»- 
I  conceive,  on  light  grounds)  I  dare  not  flat-  etts  etariiB  who  speaks  de  piano  not  pro  irib»' 
ter  the  reigning  sovereign,  nor  any  minister  naK,  It  is  a  friend  who  makes  an  usefid  sog^ 
he  has  or  can  have,  nor  his  successor  apparent,  gestion  to  the  court,  without  questioning  iia 
nor  any  of  those  who  may  be  called  to  serve  jurisdiction.  Whilst  he  acknowledges  its  coo- 
hi  m  with  what  appears  to  me  a  &lse  state  of  their  petence,  he  promotes  its  efik:iency.  I  ahall 
situation.  We  cannot  have  them  and  that  pursue  the  plan  I  chalked  out  in  my  letters  that 
peace  together.  follow  this. 

I  do  not  forget  that  there  had  been  a  consid-  _ 

erable  difference  between  several  of  our  friends, 

(with  my  insignificant  self)  and  the  great  man  LETTER  II. 

at  Ae  head  of  ministry,  in  an  early  stage  of  oir  the  gefius  afd  character  of  tbb 

these  discussions.    But  I  am  sure  there  was  a  french    revolftioit    as    it   rsoabp* 
period  in  which  we  agreed  better  in  the  danger  other  itations.     1796. 

of  a  jacobin  existence  in  Prance.     At  one  time 
he  Mid  all  Europe  seemed  to  feel  it.     But  why  *'^  dear  sir, 

am  not  I  ccmverted  with  so  many  great  pow-  I  closed  my  first  letter  withsmioufl  raaXUfi 

•rs,  and  so  many  great  ministers?  It  is  because  and  I  hope  it  has  enq>loyed  your  thoagbtt* 
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le  system  of  peace  must  have  a  reference  to  and  among  all  ordera  of  men  in  every  conntrj, 
)  system  of  the  war.  On  that  ground,  I  must  who  look  up  to  France  as  a  common  head. 
sreiGM^  aigain  recall  your  mind  to  our  original  The  centre  is  there.  The  circumference  is 
linions,  which  time  and  events  have  not  the  world  of  Europe  wherever  the  race  of  £u« 
aght  me  to  vary.  rope  may  be  settled.  Every  where  else  thefao 
My  ideas  and  my  principle  led  me,  in  this  tion  is  militant;  in  France  it  is  triumphant. 
ntest,  to  encounter  France,  not  as  a  state,  In  France  is  thebankofdeposit,  and  the  bank  of 
It  as  a  faction.  The  vast  territorial  extent  circulation,  of  all  the  pernicious  principles  that 
r  that  country,  its  immense  population,  its  are  forming  in  every  state.  It  will  he  a  folly 
tches  of  production,  its  riches  of  com-  scarcely  deserving  of  pity,  and  too  mischievous 
lerce  and  convention — the  whole  aggre-  for  contempt,  to  think  df  restraining  it  in  any 
ate  mass  of  what,  in  ordinary  cases,  other  country  whilst  it  is  predominant  there, 
onstitutes  the  force  of  a  state,  to  me  were  War,  instead  of  being  the  cause  of  its  force, 
ut  objects  of  secondary  consideration.  They  has  suspended  its  operation.  It  has  given  a 
aigbt  be  balanced ;  and  they  have  been  often  reprieve,  at  least  to  the  Christian  world. 
acxe  than  balanced.  Great  as  these  things  The  true  nature  of  a  jacobin  war,  in  the  be- 
.re«  they  are  not  what  make  the  faction  ibrmi-  ginning,  was,  by  most  of  the  Christian  powers, 
lable.  It  is  the  faction  that  makes  diem  truly  felt,  acknowledged,  and  even  in  the  most  pre- 
IreadfiiL.  That  faction  is  the  evil  spirit  that  cise  manner  declared.  In  the  joint  manifesto, 
MMneases  the  body  of  France;  that  informs  it  as  published  by  the  emperour  and  the  king  of  Prus- 
i  soul;  that  stamps  upon  its  ambition,  and  up-  sia,  on  the  4th  of  August,  1792,  it  is  expressed 
mall  Its  pursuits,  a  characteristic  mark,  which  in  the  clearest  terms,  and  on  principles,  which 
rtrangly  distingui^es  them  from  the  same  gen-  could  not  fail,  if  they  had  adhered  to  them,  of 
aral  passions,  and  the  same  general  views,  in  classing  those  monarchs  with  the  first  benefac- 
•ther  men  and  in  other  communities.  It  is  that  tors  of  mankind.  This  manifesto  was  publish- 
ipirit  which  inspires  into  them,  a  new,  a  per-  ed,  as  they  themselves  express  it,  "  to  lay  open 
aidous,  a  desolating  activity.  Constituted  as  to  the  present  generation ,  as  well  as  to  posterity, 
Prance  was  ten  years  ago,  it  was  not  in  that  their  motives,  their  intentions,  and  the  diunter" 
Prance  to  shake,  to  shatter,  and  to  overwhelm  estedness  of  their  personal  views;  taking  up 
Europe  in  the  manner  we  behold.  A  sure  de-  arms  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  social  and 
rtraotioa  impends  over  those  in&tuated  princes,  political  order  among  all  civilized  nations,  and 
who,  in  the  conflict  with  this  new  and  unheard-  to  secure  to  each  state  its  religion,  happiness, 
of  power,  proceed  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  a  independence,  territories,  and  real  ccxistitution." 
war  that  bore  a  resemblance  to  their  fermer  con-  — "  On  this  ground,  they  hoped  that  all  empires, 
tests  ;  or  that  they  can  make  peace  in  the  spirit  and  all  states  would  be  unanimous;  and  becom- 
of  their  former  arrangements  of  pacification,  ing  the  firm  guardians  of  the  happiness  of  man- 
Here  die  beaten  path  is  the  very  reverse  of  the  kind,  that  they  could  not  fail  to  unite  their  eP> 
safe  road*  forts  to  rescue  a  numerous  nation  from  its  own 

As  to  roe,  I  was  always  steadily  of  opinion,  fury,  to  preserve  Europe  from  the  return  of 
fliat  this  disorder  was  not  in  its  nature  intermit-  barbarism,  and  the  universe  from  the  subver- 
tent.  I  conceived  that  the  contest  once  begun,  sion  and  anarchy  with  which  it  was  threat- 
oottki  not  be  laid  down  again,  to  be  resumed  at  ened."  The  whole  of  that  noble  performance 
cor  discretion ;  but  that  our  first  struggle  with  ought  to  be  read  at  the  first  meeting  of  any  con- 
tlusevil  would  also  be  our  last.  I  never  thought  gress,  which  may  assemble  for  the  purpose  c£ 
we  could  make  peace  with  the  system ;  because  pacification.  In  that  piece  ''  these  powers  ex- 
it was  not  for  the  sake  of  an  object  we  pursued  pressly  renounce  all  views  of  personal  aggran- 
b  rivalry  with  each  other,  but  with  the  system  dizement,"  and  confine  themselves  to  objects 
itself  that  we  were  at  war.  As  I  understood  worthy  of  so  generous,  so  heroic,  and  so  per- 
the  matter,  we  were  at  war  not  with  its  con-  fectly  wise  and  politic  an  enterprise.  It  was 
dttct,  but  with  its  existence;  convinced  that  to  the  principles  of  this  confederation  and  to  no 
its  existence  and  its  hostility  were  the  same.  other,  that  we  wished  our  sovereign  and  our 

The  faction  is  not  local  or  territorial.    It  is  a  country  to  accede,  as  a  part  of  the  common- 

leneral  evil.     Where  it  least  ap[>ears  in  ac-  wealth  of  Europe.     To  these  principles  with 

tion,  it  is  still  full  oflife.    In  its  sleep  it  recruits  some  trifling  exceptions  and  limitations  they 

its  strength,  and  prepares  its  exertion.    Its  did  fully  accede.*    And  all  our  friends  who 

ipirit  lies  deep  in  the  corruption  of  our  common  took  office  according  to  the  ministry  (whedier 
^ture.     The  social  order  which  restrains  it, 

beds  it.  It  exists  in  every  cotmtry  in  Europe  •  •  3ee  Declaration,  Whitehall,  Oct  39, 1799, 
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wisely  or  not)  as  I  ahuraya  underatood  the  only  by  oooseienee  and  gbiy.    Aburgelibenl 

loatter,  on  tho  &ith  and  principles  of  that  and  prospective  view  of  the  interests  of  stato^ 

declaration.  passes  with  them  ibr  romance ;  and  the  prkici- 

As  long  as  these  powers  flattered  themselves  pies  that  recommend  it  for  the  wanderings  of 
that  the  menace  of  force  would  produce  the  a    disordered   imagination.     The  calculaton 
eflfect  of  force,  they  acted  on  those  declarations :  compute  them  out  (^ their  senses.     The  jesten 
but  when  their  menaces  failed  of  success,  their  and   bufibons  shame  them  out  of  every  diing 
efforts  took  a  new  direction.     It  did  not  appear  grand  and  elevated.    Littleness  in  db^ett  and 
to  them  that  virtue  and  heroism  ought  to  be  in  means,  to  them  appears  soundness  aoJ  w>* 
purchased  by  millions  of  rix-doUars.     It  is  a  briety.     They  think  there  is  nothing  worth 
dreadful  truth,  but  it  is  a  truth  that  cannot  be  pursuit,  but  that  which  they  can  handle;  which 
concealed ;  in  ability,  in  dexterity,  in  the  dis-  they  can  measure  with  a  two-foot  rule ;  which 
tinctness  of  their  views,  the  jacobins  are  our  they  can  tell  upon  ten  fingers, 
superiors.     They  saw  the  thing  right  from  the       Without  the  principles  of  the  jacobins,  perhaps 
very  beginning.    Whatever  were  die  first  mo-  without  any  principles  at  aD,  they  [^yed  the 
tives  to  the  war  among  politicians,  they  saw  gameof  that  faction.  There  was  a  beaten  roadbe- 
that  in  its  spirit,  and  for  its  objects,  it  was  a  ^ethem.     Thepowers(rf*EuropewereanDed; 
civil  war ;  and  as  such  they  pursued  it.     It  is  France  had  always  appeared  dangerous ;  the 
a  war  between  the  partisans  of  the  ancient,  war  was  easily  diverted  from  France  as  a  &c- 
civil,  moral,  and   political  order  of  Europe  tion,  to  France  as  a  state.     The  princes  were 
against  a  sect  of  fanatical  and  ambitious  athe-  easily  taught  to  slide  back  into  their  old  habit- 
ists  which  means  to  change  them  all.     It  is  not  ual  course  of  pcJitics.     They  were  easily  led 
France  extending  a  foreign  empire  over  other  to  consider  Uie  flames  that  were  consoming 
nations :  it  is  a  sect  aiming  at  universal  em-  France,  not  as  a  warning  to  protect  their  own 
pire,  and   beginning  with    the  conquest  of  buildings  (which  were  without  any  party  waB, 
France.     The  leaders  of  that  sect  secured  the  and  linked  by  a  contignation  into  the  edifice  of 
centre  of  Europe  ,*  and  that    secured,  they  France,)  but  as  an  happy  occasion  for  piRag' 
knew,  that  whatever  might  be  the  event  of  bat-  ing  the  goods,  and  for  carrying  off  the  materials 
ties  and  sieges,   their  cause  was  victorious,  of  their  neighbour's  house.     Their  provident 
Whether  its  territory  had  a  little  more  or  a  foars  were  changed    into    avaricious  hopes, 
little  less  pealed  from  its  surface,  or  whether  They  carried  on  their  new  designs  without 
an  island  or  two  was  detached  from  its  com-  seeming  to  abandon  the  principles  of  their  oU 
merce,  to  them  was  <^  little  moment.     The  policy.     They  pretended  to  seek,  or  they  flat- 
conquest  of  France  was  a  glorious  acquisition,  tered  themselves  that  they  sought,  in  the  acces- 
That  once  well  laid  as  a  basis  of  empire,  op-  sion  of  new  fortresses  and  new  territories,  a 
portunities  never  could  be  wanting  to  regain  d^ensive  security.     But  the  security  wanted 
or  to  replace  what  had  been  lost,  and  dread-  was  against  a  kind  of  power,  which  was  not  so 
fully  to  avenge  themselves  on  the  faction  d  truly  dangerous  in  its  fortresses  nor  in  its  ter- 
their  adversaries.  ritories,  as  in  its  spirit  and   its  principles. 

They  saw  it  was  a  civil  war.    It  was  their  They  aimed,  or  pretended  to  aim,  at  defenSng 

business  to  persuade  their  adversaries  that  it  themselves  against  a  danger,  from  which  there 

oughttobeaybret^war.    The  jacobins  every  can  be  no  security  in  any  <ie/enstoe  plan.    If 

where  set  up  a  cry  against  the  new  crusade  ;  armies  and  fortresses  were  a  defence  against 

and  they  intrigued  with  effect  in  the  cabinet,  jacobinism,  Louis  the  Sixteenth  would  this 

in  the  field,  and  in  every  private  society  in  day  reign  a  powerful  monarch  over  an  happy 

Europe.     Their  task  was  not  diflicult.     The  people. 

condition  of  princes,  and  sometimes  of  first  This  errour  obliged  them,  even  in  their  o^ 
ministers  too,  is  to  be  pitied.  The  creatures  fensive  operations,  to  adopt  a  plan  of  war, 
of  the  desk,  and  the  creatures  of  fiivour,  had  no  against  the  success  of  which  there  was  some- 
relish  for  the  principles  of  the  manifestoes,  thing  little  short  of  mathematical  demonstration. 
They  promised  no  governments,  no  regiments,  They  refused  to  take  any  step  which  might 
no  revenues  from  whence  emoluments  might  strike  at  the  heart  of  affairs.  They  seenied 
arise,  by  perquisite  or  by  grant.  In  truth,  the  unwilling  to  wound  the  enemy  in  any  vital 
tribe  of  vulgar  politicians  are  the  lowest  of  our  part.  They  acted  through  the  whole  as  if  they 
species.  There  is  no  trade  so  vUe  and  me-  really  wished  the  conservation  of  the  jacobin 
chanical  as  government  in  their  hands.  Vir-  power ;  as  what  might  be  more  favourable  than 
tue  is  not  their  habit.  They  are  out  of  theiJi-  the  lawful  government  to  the  attainment  of  ^ 
selves  in  any  course  of  conduct  recommended  petty  objects  they  looked  for.    They  alway* 
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spt  on  fliA  cireumfefBiice ;  tnd  the  wider  and  hold  an  allianee  together.    There  could  be  no 
tflKrtcr  tfa«  circle  was,  the  more  eaferiy  they  tie  of  honour^  in  a  society  for  pillage.    There 
iQoae  it  as  their  sphere  of  action  in  this  cen-  could  be  no  tie  of  a  common  interest  where  the 
ifogal  war.     The  plan  they  pursued,  in  ita  object  did  not  offer  such  a  division  among  the 
Btare  demanded  great  length  of  time.    In  its  parties,  as  could  well  give  them  a  warm  con- 
secution, they,  who  went  the  nearest  way  to  cera  in  the  gains  of  each  other,  or  could  indeed 
raik,  were  obliged  to  cover  an  incredible  ex-  fcnn  such  a  body  of  equividents,  as  might 
rat  of  country.     It  left  to  the  enemy  every  make  one  of  them  willing  to  abandon  a  sepa* 
MSBS  of  destroying  this  extended  line  of  weak-  rate  object  (^  his  ambition  for  the  gratification 
leas.     Ifl  success  in  any  part  was  sure  to  de-  of  any  other  member  of  the  alliance.     The 
iMt  the  ^ect  of  the  whote.     This  is  true  of  partition  of  Pdand  offered  an  object  of  spoil  in 
linrtria.    It  is  still  more  true  of  England.    On  which  the  parties  might  agree.    They  were 
Ins  false  plan,  even  good  fortune,  by  further  circumjacent ;  and  each  might  take  a  porticM 
wea^ming  the  victor,  put  him  but  the  further  convenient  to  his  own  territory.     They  might 
3ff  from  his  object.  dispute  about  the  value  of  their  several  shares, 
As  kmg  as  diere  was  any  app^uranceof  sue-  but  the  contiguity  to  each  of  the  demandants 
ceaa,  die  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  and  conse-  always  furnished  the  means  of  an  adjustment, 
qoratly  the  spirit  of  mutual  jealousy  seized  Though  hereafter  the  world  will  have  cause  to 
upon  aH  the  coalesced  powers.    Some  sought  rue  this  iniquitous  measure,  and  they  most 
an  accession  of  territory  at  die  expense  cf  who  were  most  concerned  in  it,  for  the  moment, 
Prance,  some  at  the  expense  of  each  other ;  there  was  wherewithal  in  the  oligect  to  preserve 
some  at  the  expense  of  third  parties ;  and  when  peace  among  confederates  in  wrong.    But  the 
the  vicissitude  of  disaster  took  its  turn,  they  spoil  of  France  did  not  afford  the  same  &cili- 
foand  connnon  distress  a  treacherous  bond  of  ties  for  accommodation.    What  mif^ht  satisfy 
&ith  and  fiiendriiip.  the  house  of  Austria  in  a  Flemish  frontier  afi^ 
The  greatest  skill  conducting  the  greatest  forded  no  equivalent  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of 
miitary  apparatus  has  been  employed  ;  but  it  the   king  of  Prussia.     What  might  be  desir- 
has  been    worse    than    uselesdy    employed,  ed  by  Great  Britain  in  the  West  Indies,  must 
tfaroo^  the  false  policy  of  the  war.     The  ope-  be  coldly  and  remotely,  if  at  all,  felt  as  an  in- 
rations  of  the  field  suffered  by  the  errours  o£  terest  at  Vienna ;  and  it  would  be  felt  as  some- 
the  cabinet.     If  the  same  spirit  continues  when  t^ing  worse  than  a  negative  interest  at  Madrid, 
peace  is  made,  the  peace  will  fix  and  perpetu-  Austria,  long  possessed  with  unwise  and  dan- 
ate  all  the  errours  of  the  war ,  because  it  will  gerous  desigiM  on  Italy,  could  not  be  very 
be  made  upon  the  same  false  principle.    What  much  in  earnest  about  the  conservation  of  the 
has  been  lost  in  the  field,  in  the  field  may  be  old  patrimony  of  the  house  of  Savoy;  and  Sar- 
regained.    An  arrangement  of  peace  in  its  dinia,  who  owed  to  an   Italian  force  all  her 
natore  is  a  permanent  settlement ;  it  is  the  means  of  shutting  out  France  fi'om  Italy,  of 
eflect  of  council  and  deliberation  and  not  of  which  she  has  been  supposed  to  hold  the  key, 
fortuitous  events.    If  built  upon  a  basis  funds-  wouki  not  purchase  the  means  of  strength  upon 
neataHy  erroneous,  it  can  only  be  retrieved  by  <nie  side  by  yielding  it  upon  the  other.    She 
Mne  of  those  unforeseen  dispensations,  which  would  not  readily  give  the  possession  of  No- 
fte  aS-wise  but  mysterious  Govemour  <^  the  vara  for  the  hope  of  Savoy.    No  continental 
seild,  sometimes  interposes,  to  snatch  nations  power  was  willing  to  lose  any  of  its  continental 
ftm  ruin.     It  would  not  be  pious  errour,  but  objects  for  the  increase  of  the  naval  power  of 
nd  and  impious  presumption  for  any  one  to  Ghreat  Britain  ;  and  Great  Britain  would  not 
tnnt  in  an  unknown  order  of  dispensations,  in  give  up  any  -of  the  objects  she  sought  for  as  the 
defiance  of  the  rules  of  prudence,  which  are  means  of  an  increase  to  her  naval  power,  to 
fenned  upon  the  known  mardi  of  die  ordinary  further  their  aggrandizement, 
providence  of  God.  The  moment  this  war  eame  to  be  considered 
It  was  not  of  that  sort  of  war  that  I  was  as  a  war  merely  of  profit,  the  actual  circum- 
limng  the  least  considerable,  but  among  the  stances  are  such  that  it  never  could  become 
iMwt  zealous  advisers;  and   it  is  not  by  the  really  a  war  of  alliance.     Nor  can  die  peace  be 
>oit  of  peace  now  talked  of,  that  I  wish  it  con-  a  peace  of  alliance,  until  things  are  put  upon 
dnded.    It  would  answer  no  great  purpose  to  their  right  bottom. 

«ater  into  the  particular  errours  of  the  war.  I  donH  find  it  denied,  that  when  a  treaty  is 

The  whole  has  been  but  one  errour.    It  was  entered  into  for  peace,  a  demand  will  be  made 

Wt  nominally  a  war  of  alliance.    As  die  com-  on  the  regicides  to  surrender  a  great  part  of 

^■sd  powers  pursued  it,  there  was  nothing  to  their  conquests  <m  the  continent.    Will  they, 


r. 
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In  the  present  state  of  the  war,  make  that  sor-  of  die  private  finrtanes  of  English  indrndudi  fi 
render  without  an  equivalent?  This  ccmti-  to  support  them,  in  any  part  of  India.  I  look 
nental  session  must  of  course  be  made  in  fa-  on  the  taking  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  at  the 
your  of  that  party  in  the  alliance,  that  has  su^  securing  of  a  post  of  great  moment  It  doM 
fered  losses.  That  party  has  nothing  to  fur-  honour  to  those  who  planned,  and  to  those  who  j.,; 
nish  towards  an  equivalent.  What  equivalent,  executed  that  enterprise :  but  I  speak  of  it  al-  -^ 
for  instance,  has  Holland  to  offer,  who  has  lost  ways  as  comparatively  good  ;  as  good  u  any  j ,, 
her  all  ?  Y^at  equivalent  can  come  from  the  thing  can  be  in  a  scheme  of  war  that  repels  us  .^ 
Emperour,  every  part  of  whose  territories  con-  from  a  centre,  and  employs  allour  forces  when  ,{. 
tiguous  to  France,  is  already  within  the  pale  nothing  can  be  6nally  decisive.  But  giviogi  i^ 
of  the  regicide  dominion  ?  What  equivaJent  as  I  freely  give,  every  possible  credit  to  thess  |^ 
has  Sardinia  to  offer  for  Savoy  and  for  Nice,  eastern  conquests,  I  ask  one  question,  oa  ii^ 
I  may  say  for  her  whole  being  ?  What  has  whom  are  they  made  ?  It  is  evident,  that  if  j^ 
she  taken  from  the  faction  of  France  ?  She  we  can  keep  our  eastern  conque^  keep  them 
has  lost  very  near  her  all ;  and  she  has  gained  not  at  the  expense  of  France,  but  at  the  ex- 
nothing.  What  equivalent  has  Spain  to  give?  pense  of  Hdkmd  our  ally  ,*  of  Holland  the  na- 
Alas  !  she  has  already  paid  for  her  own  ran-  mediate  cause  of  the  war,  the  nation  whom  we  |. 
aom  the  fund  of  equivalent,  and  a  dreadful  equi-  had  undertaken  to  protect,  and  not  of  the  r^  ^, 
valent  it  is,  to  England  and  to  herself.  But  I  public  which  it  was  our  business  to  destroy, 
put  Spain  out  of  the  question  ;  she  is  a  pr(^  If  we  return  the  African  and  the  Asiatic  coih 
▼ince  of  the  jacobin  empire,  and  she  must  make  quests,  we  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  dooI- 
peace  or  war  according  to  the  orders  she  nal  state  (to  that  Hdland  is  reduced)  tmable 
receives  from  the  directory  of  assassins.  In  to  retain  Uiem ;  and  which  will  virtually  leare 
effect  and  substance,  her  crown  is  a  fief  of  them  under  Uie  directicm  of  France.  If  we 
regicide.  withhold  them,  Holland  declines  still  more  as 

Whence  then  can  the  compensation  be  de-  a  state.    She  loses  so  much  carrying  trade 

manded  ?      Undoubtedly    from    that    power  and  that  means  of  keeping  up  the  small  degree 

which  alone  has  made  some  conquests.     That  of  naval  power  she  holds ;  for  which  policy 

power  is  England.    Will  the  allies  then  give  alone,  and  not  for  any  commercial  gain,  die 

away  their  ancient  patrimony,  that  "England  maintains  the  Cape,  or  any  settlement  beyond 

may  keep  islands  in  the  West  Indies  ?     They  it.     In  that  case,  resentment,  &cti9D,  and 

never  can  protract  the  war  in  good  earnest  for  even  necessity  will  throw  her  more  and  more 

that  object ;  nor  can  they  act  in  concert  with  into  the  power  of  the  new  mischievous  repub- 

us,  in  our  refusal  to  grant  any  thing  towards  lie.    But  on  the  probable  state  of  HoUand,  I 

their  redemption.    In  that  case  we  are  thus  shall  say  more,  when  in  this  correspondence  I 

situated.      Either    we   must    give    Europe,  come  to  talk  over  with  you  the  state  in  which 

bound  hand  and  foot,  to  France  ;  or  we  must  any  sort  of  jacobin  peace  will  leave  all  £o- 

quit  the  West  Indies,  without  any  one  object,  rope. 

great  or  small,  towards  indemnity  and  secu-         So  far  as  to  the  East  Indies, 
rity.    I  repeat  it  without  any  advantage  what-        As  to  the  West  Indies,  indeed  as  to  either, 

ever :  because,  supposing  that  our  conquest  if  we  look  for  matter  of  exchange  in  order  to 

could  comprise  all  that  France  ever  possessed  ransom  Europe,  it  is  easy  to  d^ew  that  we 

in  the  tropical  America,  it  never  can  amount  have  taken  a  terrible  roundabout  road.    I  cao- 

in  any  fair  estimation  to  a  fair  equivalent  for  not  conceive,  even  if,  for  the  sake  of  holdiiig 

Holland,  for  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  for  the  conquests  there,  we  should  refuse  to  redeea 

fower  Germany,  that  is  for  the  whole  ancient  HoUand,  and  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  and 

kingdom  or  circle  of  Burgundy,  now  under  the  the  hither  Germany,  that  Spain,  merely  as 

yoke  of  regicide,  to  say  nothing  of  almost  all  she  is  Spain,  (and  forgetting  that  the  regicide 

Italy  under  the  same  barbarous  domination,  ambassador  governs  at  Madrid)  will  see  with 

If  we  treat  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  perfect  satis&ction,  Great  Britain  sole  mis- 

we  have  nothing  in  our  hands  that  can  redeem  tress  of  the  Isles.     In  truth  it  appears  to  met 

Europe.  Nor  is  the  emperour,  as  I  have  obser-  that,  when  we  come  to  balance  our  accoui^ 

▼ed,  more  rich  in  the  fund  of  equivalents.  we  shall  find  in  the  proposed  peace  only  the 

If  we  look  to  our  stock  in  the  eastern  world,  pure,  simple,  and  unendowed  charms  of  jaoo- 

our  most  valuable  and  systematic  acquisitions  bin  amity.     We  shall  have  the  satis&ctioo  of 

are  made  in  that  quarter.     Is  it  from  France  knowing,  that  no  blood  or  treasure  has  been 

Ihey  are  made  ?    France  has  but  one  or  two  spared  by  the  allies  for  support  of  the  regicid* 

contemptible  foctories,  subsisting  by  the  offal  system.    We  shall  reflect  at  leisure  on  co* 
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h,  that  it  was  ten  times  more  easy  conntry,  and  who  having  an  armed,  a  power- 
destroy  the  system  itself,  than  when  ful,  and  a  long  victorious  aDy  in  that  country, 
id,  it  would  he  to  reduce  its  power,  declined  all  effectual  co-operation,  and  suffer- 
this  republic,  most  fbrmidabie  abroad,  ed  him  to  perish  for  want  of  support.  On  the 
Jl  things,  the  weakest  at  home ;  that  plan  of  a  war  in  France,  every  advantage  that 
er  was  terrible,  her  interiour  feeble ;  our  allies  might  obtain,  would  be  doubled  in 
vas  matter  of  choice  to  attack  her  its  effect.  Disasters  on  the  one  side,  might 
le  is  invincible,  and  to  spare  her  have  a  fair  chance  cf  being  compensated  by 
le  was  ready  to  dissolve  by  her  own  victories  on  the  other.  Had  we  brought  the 
iisorders.     We  shall  reflect,  that  our  main  of  our  force  to  bear  upon  that  quarter,  all 

good  neither  for  offence  nor  defence,  the  operations  of  the  British  and  imperial 

lid  not  be  at  all  difficult  to  prove,  that  crown  would  have  been  combined.     The  war 

of  a  hundred  Uiousand  men,  horse,  woukl  have  had  system,  correspondence,  and 

artillery,  might  have  been  employed  a  certain  direction.     But  as  the  war  has  been 

the  enemy  on  the  very  soil  which  he  pursued,  the  operations  of  the  two  crowns  have 

!ped  at  a  &r  less  expense  than  has  not  the  smallest  degree  of  mutual  bearing  or 

landered  away  upon  tropical  adven-  relation. 

!n  these  adventures  it  was  not  an  en-  Had  acquisitions  in  the  West  Indies  been 

had  to  vanquish,  but  a  cemetery  to  our  object,  on  success  in  France,  every  thing 

In  carrying  on  the  war  in  the  West  reasonable  in  those  remote  parts  might  be  de- 

le  hostile  sword  is  merciful ;  the  coun-  manded  with  decorum,  and  justice,  and  a  sure 

lich  we  engage  is  the  dreadful  enemy,  effect.     Well  mi^t  we  call  for  a  recompense 

!ie  European  conqueror  finds  a  cruel  in  America,  for  those  services  to  which  £u- 

n    the  very    fruits  of  his    success,  rope  owed  its  safety.    Having  abandoned  this 

dvantage  is  but  a  new  demand  on  obvious  policy  connected  with  principle,  we 

for  recruits  to  the   West    Indian  have  seen  the  regicide  power  taking  the  re- 
in a  West  India  war,  the  regicides  verse  course,  and  making  conquests  in  the 

their  troops,  a  race  of  fierce  barbari-  West  Indies,  to  which  all  our  dean>bought  ad- 

rhom  the  poisoned  air,  in  which  our  vantages  (if  we  could  hoki  them)  are  mean 

ihale  certain  death,  is  salubrity  and  and  contemptible. .  The  noblest  island  within 

» them  the  climate  is  &e  surest  and  the  tropics,  worth  all  that  we  possess  put  to- 

hful  <^  allies.  gether,  is,  by  the  vassal  Spaniard,  delivered 

re  carried  on  the  war  on  the  side  of  into  her  hands.     The  island  of  Hispanida  (of 

irhidi  looks  towards  the  channel  or  the  which  we  have  but  one  poor  comer,  by  a  slip- 

,  we  should  have  attacked  our  enemy  pery  hold)  is  perhaps  equal  to  England  in  ex* 

eak  and  unarmed  side.    We  should  tent,  and  in  fertility  is  far  superiour.     The 

I  to  reckon  on  the  loss  of  a  man,  who  part  possessed  by  Spain,  of  that  great  island, 

fidl    in    battle.      We  should    have  made  for  the  seat  and  centre  of  a  tropical 

in   the  heart  of  the  country,  who,  empire,  was  not  improved,  to  be  sure,  as  the 

nndred  thousand,  would  at  one  time  French  division  bad  been,  before  it  was  sys- 

ed  eighty  thousand  men  at  the  least,  tematically  destroyed  by  the  cannibal  republic ; 

inimated  by  principle,  by  enthusiasm  but  it  is  not  only  the  &r  larger,  but  the  &f 

vengeance ;  motives  which  secured  more  salubrious  uid  more  fertile  part, 

the  cause  in  a  very  different  manner  It  was  delivered  into  Ae  hands  of  the  bar- 

e  of  those  allies  whom  we  subsidized  barians  without,  as  I  can  find,  any  public  re- 

icMis.     This  ally  (or  rather  this  prin-  clamation  on  our  part,  not  only  in  c<MitravMi- 

be  war)  by  the  confession  of  the  regi-  tion  to  one  o£  the  fundamental  treaties  that 

self,  was  more  formidable  to  him  than  compose  the  public  law  of  Europe,  but  in  de- 

her  foes  united.     Warring  there,  we  fiance  of  the  fundamental  cdonial  policy  c£ 

ave  led  our  arms  to  the  capital  of  Spain  herself.  This  part  of  the  treaty  crf'Utrecht 

Defeated,  we  could  not  fail  (proper  was  made  of  great  general  ends  unquestion- 

KM  taken)  of  a  sure  retreat.     Station-  ably  ;  but  whilst  it  provided  fer  those  general 

only  supporting  the  royalists,  an  im-  ends,  it  was  in  affirmance  of  that  particular 

le  barrier,  an  impregnable  rampart  policy.     It  was  not  to  injure  but  to  save  Spain, 

ive  been  formed  between  the  enemy  by  making  a  settlement  of  her  estate,  which 

aval  power.  We  are  probably  the  only  prohibited  her  to  alienate  to  France.    It  ia 

bo  have  declined  to  act  against  an  ene-  her  polii^,  not  to  see  the  balance  of  West 

n  it  might  have  been  done  in  his  own  Indian  power  overturned  by  France  or  hy 
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OffvaiBritaui.    Whikt  the  flmnidiiM  srib-  HMf  »  pupiiiww.    As  to  tlM  cimA  priMh 

■Mlei,  tbb  iinpriBeif»led  oewioa  wu  what  the  ^  of  the  peace,  k  ie  left,  wm  H  ^  eoMM 

iaiaeDce  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  house  «f  coBeent  whoQy  eat  ef  dw  ^neetioB. 

Beurhon  nerer  dared  to  attempt  oo  the  youDg-  ViewiBfthiegeia  this  light,  I  hafefieqoeitly 

er :  but  cannibal  terrour  hae  been  BKire  poir-  imk  ialo  a  de^ee  of  dnptmdtacj  aad  dqso' 

erful  than  iamily   iBflaeaee.    The  Boofbos  tioa  hardy  lobe  deacribed;  yet  oat  of  tbtpn* 

mooaicby  ofSpaia  isunited  totherepobUeof  ibuodeat  depths  afthia  despair,  aa  iapibi 

Pfanoe,  by  what  nay  be  truly  caOed  the  tiea  which  I  hare  in  rain  cBdeavoored  to  nwt, 

of  blood.  has  urged  bm  to  raise  oae  feeble  cry  agtiMt 

By  this  measore  the  faahuice  of  power  in  the  this  aolbrtuDale  ooalitioB  which  is  farawd  at 

West  ladies  is  totally  destroyed.    It  has  ibl-  home,  in  aider  teanke  a  ooalitkm  with  FniM, 

Uwed  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.    It  ia  — hrorsive  of  the  whole  aacieni  older  «f  the 

not  aloae  what  shall  be  left  nominally  to  the  world.    No  disastCT  of  war,  no  cahaaity  if 

lias  that  is  theirs.    Theirs  is  the  whole  seaaoa  eooid  ever  strike  me  wkh  half  the  hat- 


. 


eaapire  of  Spaia  in  America.    That  stroke  roar  which  I  felt  from  what  ia  introdaeed  ti 

fiaiabes  all.    I  should  be  glad  to  see  our  sup-  as  by  this  jooetioB  of  parties,  under  thssoolh* 

pliant  negotiator  in  the  act  of  putting  bis  feath-  iag  aame  of  peace.    We  are  apt  to  speak  «fa 

er  to  the  ear  of  the  directory,  to  make  it  low  and  posillanimoaa  spirit  aa  the  ordaaMy 

undendi  the  fist ;    and  by  his  tickling,  to  cause  by  wlucfa  dahioos  wars  terminate  ia  ^ 

charm  that  ridi  prize  out  of  the  iron  gripe  of  miliating  treaties.    It  is  here  the  direct  eoh 

robbery  and  ambition !    It  does  not  require  trary.    I  am  perfectly  astonished  at  the  boU* 

much  sagacity   to    discern,  that    no    power  ness  of  eharader,  at  ^intrepidity  of  mind,  At 

wholy  baffled  and  defeated  in  Europe,  can  firmnessof  nerve,  in  those  who  are  able  wkkde- 

flatter  itself  with  conquests  in  the  West  Indies,  liberation  to  fece  the  perils  of  jacobin  firateraitj. 

In  that  state  of  things  it  can  neither  keep  nor  This  firatemity  is  indeed  ao  lerrHile  ia  itt 

hold.    No !   It  cannot  even  long  make  war,  nature,  and  in  its  manifest  ooneeqaenoes,  dat 

if  the  grand  bank  and  deposit  of  its  force  is  at  Aere  is  no  way  of  <piieting  oar  apprehensioM 

all  in  the  West  Indies.    But  here  a  sc«ie  aboutit,lNitby  totally  putting  it  oitt  of  ag^t,  by 

opens  to  my  view  too  important  to  pass  by,  substituting  for  it,  throu^  a  aort  of  periphia- 

perhaps  too  critical  to  touch.    Is  it  possiUe,  sis,  something  of  an  ambiguous  qnaKty,  aad 

that  it  should  not  present  its^  in  aU  its  rela-  describing  sudh  a  connectioa  uader  the  teau 

tions,  to  a  mind  habituated  to  consider  either  <£  "  the  usual  relations  of  peace  and  amity.' 

war  or  peace  <m  a  large  scale,  or  as  one  whole?  By  this  means  the  propoeed  fraternity  is  husded 

Unfortunately  other  ideas  have  prevailed,  in  the  crowd  of  those  treaties,  which  imply  M 

A  remote,  an  expensive,  a  murderous,  and  in  diange  in  the  poblie  law  of  Europe,  and  which 

the  end,  an  unproductive  adventure,  carried  on  do  not  upon  system  affect  the  interiour  eoadi- 

upon  ideas  of  mercantile  kni^-errantry,  with-  tion  of  nations.     It  is  confounded  with  those 

Otttany  of  the  generous  wildness  of  dnixotismis  conventions  in  which  matters  of  dispute  ama^ 

considered  as  sound,  solid  sense ;  and  a  war  sovereign  powers  are  compromised,  by  tke 

ia  a  wholesome  climate,  a  war  at  our  door,  a  taking  off  a  duty  more  or  less,  by  the  surrender 

war  directly  on  the  enen^,  a  war  in  the  heart  of  a  frontier  town,  or  a  disputed  district  on  die 

of  his  country,  a  war  in  concert  with  an  inter-  one  side  or  the  other ;  by  pactions  in  whidi 

nal  ally,  and  in  combination  widi  the  ezter-  the  pretentions  of  femilies  are  aetded,  (as  by 

nal,  is  regarded  as  folly  and  romance.  a  conveyancer,  making  family  substitutioas 

My  dear  fnend,  I  hold  it  impossible  that  and  successions)  without  any  alteralioBS  ia 

these  considerations  shouM  have  escaped  the  the  laws,  manners,  rriigion,  privileges  and 

statesmen  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  and  on  customs  of  the  cities  or  territories  iriiidi  are 

both  sides  of  the  house  of  commons.    How  a  the  subject  of  such  arrangements, 

question  of  peace  can  be  discussed  without  AU  this  body  of  oki  conventions,  composiiig 

having  them  in  view,  I  cannot  imagine.    If  the  vast  and  vohiminous  collection  called  the 

you  or  others  see  a  way  out  of  these  difficul-  corps  ^pkunatiquej  fbroM  the  code  or  statals 

ties  I  am  happy.    I  see  indeed  a  fund  from  law,  as  the  methodized  reasonings  of  the  great 

whence  equivaJents  will  be  proposed.     I  see  publicists  and  jurists  form  die  digest  and  juris* 

it.    But  I  cannot  just  now  touch  it.    It  is  a  (Hudence  of  the  Christian  worid.     In  these 

question  of  high  moment.    It  opens  another  treasures  are  to  be  found  the  uewd  rriatioas 

Iliad  of  woes  to  Europe.  of  peace  and  amity  in  civiKzed  Europe ;  aad 

Such  is  the  time  proposed  fer  makmg  a  eom-  there  the  relations  of  ancient  Franee  were  It 

taon  polifiea^  peacCf  to  whidi  no  one  ciicuoH  be  foanA  among  the  rest. 
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preMnt  syitem  in  France  if  not  the 
France.  It  is  not  the  ancient  France 
dinary  amlntion  and  ordinary  roeana. 
:  a  new  power  of  an  old  kind.  It  ii  a 
Mrer  of  a  new  species.  When  such  a 
lable  shape  is  to  be  admitted  for  the 
e  into  the  brotherhood  of  Christendom, 

a  mere  matter  of  idle  curiosity  to  con- 
>w  far  it  is  in  its  nature  alliable  with 
,  or  whether  "  the  relations  of  peace 
i^  with  this  new  state  are  likely  to 
B  same  nature  with  the  umal  relations 
(tales  of  Europe. 

revolution  in  France  had  the  relation 
ce  to  other  nations  as  one  of  its  prin- 
^ects.     The  changes  made  by  that  re* 

were  not  the  better  to  accommodate 
le  old  and  usual  rations,  but  to  pro- 
w  ones.  The  revolution  was  made, 
lake  France  fiee,  but  to  make  her  for- 
;  not  to  make  her  a  neighbour,  but  a 
: ;  not  to  make  her  more  obsenrant  of 
it  to  pot  her  in  a  condition  to  impoee 
To  make  France  truly  formidable  it 
waaary  that  France  dHNikl  be  new- 
L  They  who  have  not  followed  the 
tba  kte  proceedings,  have  been  led  by 
.  representations  (which  deceit  made 
I  tfie  plan)  to  conceive  that  this  totally 
iel  of  a  state  in  which  nothing  escaped 
I,  was  made  with  a  view  to  its  inter- 
;ioii8  only. 

»  Revolution  of  France  two  sorts  of 
tre  principally  concerned  in  giving  a 
r  and  determination  to  its  pursuits; 
Muphers  and  the  politicians.  They 
isrant  ways,  but  they  met  in  tiie  same 
'ha  philosophers  had  one  predominant 
ifhidi  they  pursued  with  a  ianatical 
i  in,  the  utter  extirpation  of  religion. 
every  question  of  empire  was  subor> 
They  Imd  rather  domineer  in  a  parish 
Its,  than  rule  over  a  Christian  wwld. 
unporal  ambition  was  wh<41y  subaervi- 
BIT  proaelytizing  spirit,  in  which  they 
t  aaseeded  by  Mahomet  himself, 
who  have  made  but  superficial  itD» 
he  natural  history  <^the  human  mind, 
» taught  to  look  on  religious  opinions 
oriy  cause  of  enthusiastic  seal,  and 
a  propagation.  But  there  is  no  doo- 
latever,  on  which  men  can  warm,  that 
■pable  of  tfie  very  same  effect.  The 
fctare  of  man  impels  him  to  propagate 
leiples,  as  much  as  physical  impulses 
m  to  propagate  his  kind.  The  pas- 
va  seal  and  vdiemenoe.  The  under- 
i;  bestows  design  and  system.    The 


whole  man  moves  mder  tba  discipline  of  bis 
opinions.  Religion  is  among  the  moat  pow- 
erful causes  of  enthusiasm.  When  any  thing 
concerning  it  beooBMs  an  object  of  much  m^ 
ditation,  it  cannot  be  indifferrat  to  the  mind. 
They  who  do  not  k>ve  religion,  bate  it.  The 
rebeia  to  God  perfectly  aMior  the  author  of 
their  being.  They  hate  hhn  "with  all  their  heart, 
with  all  their  mind,  with  idl  their  soul,  and  with 
all  their  strength."  He  never  presents  himself  to 
their  thoughts,  but  to  menace  and  alarm  them. 
They  cannot  strike  the  son  out  of  Heaven, 
but  tiiey  are  able  to  raise  a  sflnoaklering  smmkB 
that  obecnres  him  from  their  own  eyes.  Not 
being  able  to  revenge  themselves  on  God,  they 
have  a  delight  in  vicariously  defacing,  d«grad>> 
ing,  torturing,  and  tearing  in  pieces  his  image 
in  man.  Let  no  one  judge  of  them  by  what 
he  has  conceived  of  them,  when  they  were 
not  incorporated,  and  had  no  lead.  They 
were  then  only  passengers  in  a  common  vehi- 
cle. They  were  then  carried  akmg  with  the 
general  motion  of  religion  in  the  community, 
and  without  being  aware  €£  it,  partook  of  its 
inflnence.  In  that  situati<Mi,  at  worst,  their 
nature  was  left  free  to  counterwork  their  prin- 
ciples. They  despaired  of  giving  any  very 
graeral  currency  to  their  opinions.  Thoy 
considered  them  as  fi  reserved  privilege  for  the 
chosen  few.  But  when  the  possibility  of  do- 
minion, lead,  and  propagation  presented  them- 
selves, and  that  the  ambition,  which  before 
had  so  often  made  them  hypocrites,  might  ra- 
ther gain  than  loose  by  a  daring  avowal  of 
their  sentiments,  then  iAne  nature  of  this  infer* 
nal  spirit,  which  has  "  evil  for  its  good,"  ap* 
peared  in  its  full  perfection.  Nothing  indeed 
but  the  possessi<»i  of  some  power  can  with 
any  certainty  discover,  what  at  the  bottom  is 
the  true  diaracter  of  any  man.  Without 
reading  Uie  speeches  of  Yergniand,  Fran^ats 
of  Nuitz,  Isnard,  and  some  others  of  that 
sort,  it  wooid  not  be  easy  to  conceive  the  pas* 
sion,  ranconr,  and  malice  of  their  tongues  and 
hearts.  They  worked  themselves  up  to  a  per- 
fect frenzy  against  religioa  and  all  its  pro- 
fessors. They  tore  ^  reputation  of  the 
dergy  to  pieces  by  their  infhriated  dedama- 
tions  and  invectives,  before  they  lacerated  their 
bodies  by  their  massacres.  This  fanatical 
atheism  left  out,  we  omit  the  principal  feature 
in  the  French  revolution,  and  a  principal  con- 
sideration with  regard  to  the  effects  to  be  ex- 
pected from  a  peace  with  it. 

The  other  sort  of  men  were  the  politicians. 
To  them  who  had  little  or  not  at  all  reflected 
on  tiie  subject,  religion  was  in  itself  no  object 
of  tove  or  hatred.    They  disbdieved  it  and 
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that  wu  all.    Neutral  with  regard  to  that  ob-        On  that  sjslenioraggrandixeiiieatiiMmvtf 

ject,  they  took  the  side  which  in  the  present  but  one  mind  :  but  two  violent  fikCtiooB  troM 

atate  of  things  might  best   answer  their  pur-  about  the  means.    The  first  wished  Frame, 

poses.     They  soon  found  that  they  could  not  do  diverted  from  the  politics  of  the  cootinent,  to 

without   philosophers  ;   and   the   philosophers  attend  sol«dy  to  her  marine,  to  feed  it  bj  an  bh 

■oon  made  them  sensible,  that  the  destruction  crease  of  commerce,  and  ther^y  to  overpower 

of  religion  was  to  supply  them  with  means  of  England  oo  her  own  element.     They  ooirtieBd- 

conquest  first  at  home,  and  then  abroad.     The  ed,  that  if  England  were  disabled,  the  powen 

philosophers  were  the  active  internal  agitators,  on   the  continent  would  fall  into  their  proper 

and  supplied  the  spirit  and  principles :  tha  subcmiination ;  that  it  was  England  which  de> 

■econd  gave  the  practical  direction.     Some-  ranged  the  whole  continental  system  of  Eo* 

times  the  one  predominated  in  the  composition,  rope.     The  others,  who  were  by  &r  the  more 

sometimes  the  other.     The  only  difference  be-  numerous,  though  not  the  most  outwaidly  pre- 

tween  them  was  in  the  necessity  of  concealing  valent  at  court,  considered  this  plan  for  FniKo 

the  general  design  for  a  time,  and  in  their  deal-  as  contrary  to  her  genius,  her  situation,  an) 

xng  with  foreign  nations;   the  fanatics  going  her  natural  means.     They  agreed  as  to  the  nl- 

straight  forward  and  openly,  the  politicians  by  timate  object,  the  reduction  of  the  Britiab 

the  surer  mode  of  zigzag.     In  the  course  of  power,  and,  if  possible,  its  naval  power;  but 

events  Uiis,  among  other  causes,  produced  fierce  they  considered  an  ascendancy  <m  the  conti- 

and  bloody  contentions  between  them.     But  nent  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  that  undertak- 

at  the,  bottom  they  thoroughly  agreed  in  all  the  ing.    They  argued,  that  the  proceedingsofEof 

objects  of  ambition  and  irreligion,  and  substan-  land  herself  had  proved  the  soundness  of  this 

tially  in  all  the  means  of  promoting  these  policy.   That  her  greatest  and  ablest  statesraea 

ends.  had  not  considered  the  support  of  aoontineBtil 

Without  question,  to  bring  about  the  unez-  balance  against  France  as  a  deviation  fifom  the 

ampled  event  of  the  French  revolution,  the  principle  of  her  naval  power,  but  astxieofthe 

concurrence  of  a  very  great  number  of  views  most  effectual  modes  of  cany  ing  it  into  ^gL 

and  passions  was  necessary.    In  that  stupend-  That  such  had  been  her  policy  ever  since  the 

ous  work,  no  one  principle  by  which  the  hu-  revolution  ;  during  which   period  the  naval 

man  mind  may  have  its  faculties  at  once  in'vi-  strength  of  Great  Britain  had  gone  on  increaa- 

gorated and  depraved,  was  lefl  unemployed;  but  ing  in  the  direct  ratio  of  her  interference  in 

I  can  speak  it  to  a  certainty,  and  support  it  by  the  politics  of  the  continent.    With  much 

tmdoubted  proofs,  that  the  ruling  principle  df  stronger  reason  ought  the  politics  of  France  to 

those  who  acted  in  the  revolution  as  statesmen^  take  the  same  direction  ;  as  well  for  pursuing 

had  the  exterior  aggrandizement  of  France  as  objects  which  her  situation  would  dictate  to 

tlieir  ultimate  end  in  the  most  minute  part  q£  her,  though  England  had  no  existence,  as  for 

the  internal  changes  that  were  made.     We,  counteracting  the  politics  of  that  nation ;  to 

who  of  late  years  have  been  drawn  from  an  at-  France  continental  politics  are  primary ;  they 

tention  to  foreign  affairs  by  the  importance  of  looked  on  them  only  of  secondary  consideration 

our  domestic  discussions,  cannot  easily  form  a  to  England,  and  however  necessaryi  but  as 

conception  of  the  general  eagerness  of  the  ac-  means  necessary  to  an  end. 
tive  ajid  energetic  part  of  tlie  French  nation,         What  is  truly  astonishing,  the  partisans  ef 

itself  the  most  active  and  energetic  of  all  na^  those  two  opposite  systems  were  at  once  pre- 

tions,  previous  to  its  revolution,  upon  that  sub-  valent,  and  at  once  empfoyed,   in  the  veij 

ject.    I  am  convinced  that  the  foreign  specula-  same  transactions,  the    one    ostensibfy,  the 

tors  in  France,  under  the  old  government,  were  other  secretly,  during  the  latter  part  of  the 

twenty  to  one  of  the  same  description  then  or  reign  of  Louis  XV .    Nor  was  then  one 

now  in  England ;  and  few  of  that  description  court  in  which  an  ambassador  resided  on  the 

there  were,  who  did  not  emulously  set  forward  part  c^  the  ministers,  in  which  another  as  I 

the  revolution.     The  whole  official  system,  spy  on  him  did  not  also  reside,  on  the  part  of 

particularly  in  the  diplomatic  part,  the  regulars  the  king.     They  who  pursued  the  scheme  of 

the  irregulars,  down  to  the  clerks  in  office,  (a  keeping  peace  on  the  continent,  and  particO' 

corps,  without  all  comparison,  more  numerous  larly  with  Austria,  acting  officially  and  pd)" 

than  the  same  among  us)  co-operated  in  it.  licly,  the  other  foction  counteracting  and  op* 

All  the  intriguers  in  foreign  politics,  all  the  posing    them.     These    private   agents  wwo 

spies,  all  the  intelligencers,  actually  or  late  in  continually  going  firom  tlieir  function  to  tha 

functi(»i,  all  the  candidates  for  that  sort  of  em-  Bastile,  and  from  tho  Bastile  to  employmentf 

ployment,  acted  solely  upon  that  principle.  and  favour  again,    An  inextricable  diJbcl  wa# 


REGICIDE  PEACE.                                              257 

Mne  of  persons  of  rank,  others  of  on  Uvy.    They  had  MorUe9quteu*9  Orar»> 

es*    But  by  this  means  the  corps  of  deur  et  Decadence  dee  Romaine  as  a  manual ; 

was  augmented  in  number,  and  and  they  compared  with  mortification  the  wyi^ 

formed  a  body  of  active,  adventur-  tematic  proceedings  of  a  Roman  senate  with 

ious,  discontented  people,  despising  the  fluctuati<His  of  a  monarchy.    They  obsenr- 

r  ministry,  despising  the  courts  at  ed,  the  very  small  additions  of  territory  which 

;y  were    employed,  despising    the  all  the  power  of  France,  actuated  by  all  the  am- 

ich  employed  them.  bition  of  France,  had  acquired  in  two  centu- 

R>rtunate  Louis  the  Sixteenth'''  was  ries.     The  Romans  had  frequently  acquired 

it  cause  of  the  evil  by  which  he  suf-  more  in  a  single  year.     They  severely  and  in 

B  came  to  it,  as  to  a  sort  of  inherit-  every  part  of  it  criticised  the  reign  of  Louis 

the  false  politics  of  his  immediate  the  XIV.  whose  irregular  and  desultory  ambi- 

>r.     This  system  of  dark  and  per-  tion  had  more  provoked  than  endangered  Eu- 

rigue  had  come  to  its  perfections  be-  rope.   Indeed,  they  who  will  be  at  the  pains  of 

ooe  to  the  throne ;  and  even  then  the  seriously  considering  the  history  of  that  period 

strongly  operated  in  all  its  causes,  will  see,  that  those  French  politicians  had 

was  no  point  on  which  the  discon-  some  reason.     They  who  will  not  take  the 

ilomatic  politicians,  so  bitterly  ar-  trouble  of  reviewing  it  through  all  its  wars  and 

beir   cabinet,  as  for  the  decay  of  all  its  negotiations,, will  consult  the  short  but 

ifluence  in  aU  others.    From  quar-  judicious  criticism  df  the  marquis  de  Monta^ 

th  the  court,  they  began  to  complain  lembert  on  that  subject.     It  may  be  read  sepa- 

liy  itself,  as  a  system  of  government  rately  from  his  ingenious  system  of  fbrtifica- 

>le  for  any  regular  plan  of  national  tion  and  military  defence,  on  the  practical 

sment.    They  observed,  that  in  that  merit  of  which  I  am  unable  to  form  a  judg* 

imen  too  much  depended  on  the  per-  ment. 

racter  of  the  prince ;  that  the  vicis-  The    di{domatic    politicians    of  whom    I 

oduced  by  the  succession  of  princes  speak,  and  who  formed  by  far  the  majority  in 

ent  character,  and  even  the  vicissi-  that  class,  made  disadvantageous  comparisons 

duced  in  the  same  man,  by  the  dif^  even  between  their  more  legal  and  formalizing 

)ws  and  inclinations    belonging   to  monarchy,  and  the  monarchies  of  other  states, 

inhood,  and  age,  disturbed  and  dis-  as  a  system  of  power  and  influence.     They 

e  policy  of  a  country  made  by  nature  observed,  that  France  not  only  lost  ground 

ive  empire,  or  what  was  still  more  herself,  but  through  the  languor  and  unsteadi- 

Ate,  for  that  sort  of  general  over-nil-  ness  of  her  pursuits,  and  (W>m  her  aiming 

snce  which  prepared  empire  or  su[^  through  commerce  at  naval  force  which  she 

place  of  it.     They  had  continually  never  coukl  attain  without  losing  more  on  one 

lands  the  observations  gS  Machiavel  side  than  die  could  gain  on  the  other,  three 

powers,  each  of  them  (as  military  states)  ca- 
'  be  right  to  do  justice  to  Louis  XVI.  pable  of  balancing  her,  had  grown  up  on  the 
lat  he  couJd  to  destrov  the  double  di-  continent.    Russia  and  Prussia  had  been  ere- 
S^ZZrni,  eLp\±V^c!.  Xi;  ..«d.I»«twi.hmmcmo.y;«dAu«ri.*oagh 
I,  Conjectures,  raisonnees  aur  la  ait-  not  a  new  power,  and  even  curtailed  in  tem- 
la  France  dana  le  aysteme  politique  tory,  was  by  the  very  collision  in  which  she  lost 
.pe  ;  a  work  execuied  by  M.  Fayier,  that  territory,  greatly  improved  in  her  military 
direction  of  count  Broglie.    A  single  ju^j^i-  ^  „«j  r„^.     r>.;.^««»k-  ».;««  <^iwr. 
lis  was  said  to  have  befn  found  in  the  d»sciP»n«  ^^  fore®:    ^unng  the  reign  of  Ma- 
Louis  XVI.    It  was  published  with  ria  Theresa  the    intenour  economy  of  the 
sequent  state  papers  of  Vergennes,  country  was  made  more  to  correspond  with 
nd  others,  as,  »' a  new  benefit  of  r he  ^jje  support  of  great  armies  than  formerly  it 

I ;  and  the  advertisement  to  the  publi-     v  j  u  a      .    -o-     :     « u.  ^:t:*. 

is  with  the  following  words,  "  Aaera  ^"^  ^een.    As  to  Prussia,  a  merely  military 

«e  convmncre  ou^  y  compris  mbmb  power,  they  observed  that  one  war  enriched 

ITTION  en  grandte  partie  on  trottvb,  her  with  as  considerable  a  conquest  as  France 

I  MEMoiRBS  BT  BBS  C0NJBCTUBB8  LB  had    acouirod    in    centuries.    Russsia    had 

•B  TOUT  CB  ftU'  ARRIVA   AUJOURD'  HHI,  ,       ,          /.       rr.._l.;«k    ^^«..>.  k..  »k;..a.    A  ..^^. 

ne  pent  aana  lea  avoir  lua,  etre  biei  »>«*«°  ^«  Turkish  power  by  which  Austria 

ee  inter^ta^  et  meme  dea  vuea  actuel-  might  be,  as  formerly  she  had  been,  balan<^ 

veraea  puiaaancea  de  l^JEurope.**  The  in  favour  of  France.     They  felt  it  with  pain, 

itlued,  Politume  de  tone  lea  Cabinetf  ^jj^t  the  two  northern  powers  of  Sweden  and 

l^nfS' Sto^X?  tJ^l^fZ:  D.no»A  wer.  in  g«..«l  »»fe,  4.  ««y  of 

breading.  Russia ;  or  that  at  best, France  kept  up  a 
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Terf  doabdbl  oonflict,  with  many  fluctuation  loctitdidstiDflMfiBcloMfybefweeotlieoldmti 

of  fortane,  and  at  an  enormous  expense  in  bouaes.    This   atdded    ezoeedin^y   to  tkdr 

Sweden.    In    Holland,    the    French    party  hatred  and  contempt  of  their  mooarefaf.   It 

seemed,  if  not  extinguished,  at  least  utterly  was  lor  this  reaaoa  that  the  late  forums  qoeoi^ 

obscured,  and  kept  under  by  a  sta-itholdeT)  who  on  aU  accounts  was  formed  to  prahw 

leaning  for  support  sometimes  on  Great  Bri-  general  lore  and  admiratioo,  aad  whose  lifc 

tain,  sometimes  on  Prussia,  sometimes   on  was  as  mild  and  beneficent  as  her  death  mt 

both,  never  on  France.     Even  the  spreading  beyond  exanqile  great  and  heraie,  becaiisa 

of  the  Bourbon  family  had  become  merely  a  very  soon  and  so  wtry  modi  the  ohisct  of  n 

fiimily  accommodation ;  and  had  little  effect  implacable  raaooor,  never  to  be  eatta^^iriiW 

on  the  national  politics.     This  alliance,  they  but  in  her  blood.    When  I  wrote  nif  letter  il 

said,  extinguished  Spain  by  destroying  all  its  answer  to  M.  de  MeDonvitte,  in  the  begiil> 

energy,  without  adding  any  thing  to  the  real  ning  of  January,  1791, 1  had  good  reaasB  fit 

power  of  France  in  the  accession  of  the  forces  thinking  that  this  deacriptioii  of  revolntinMrti 

of  its  great  rival.     In  Italy,  the  same  fiunily  did  not  so  early  nor  so  steadily  point  Aeir 

accommodation,  the  same  national  insignifi-  nuirderous  designs  at  the  mar^r  king  as  at 

eance  were  equally  visible.  What  cure  for  the  the  royal  heroine.    It  was  aocideat,  and  die 

radical  weakness  of  the  French  mcHiarchy,  to  momentary  depressioD  of  that  part  of  the  fie- 

which  all  the  means  which  wit  could  devise,  tion,  that  gave  to  the  husband  the  happy  pi- 

or  nature  and  fortune  coukl  bestow,  towards  ority  in  death. 

miiversal  empire,  was  not  of  force  to  give  life,  From  this  their  restless  desire  of  anew* 

or  vigour,  or  consistency, — but  in  a  republic?  ruling  influence,  they  bent  a  very  great  put 

Out  the  word  came ;  and  it  never  went  back,  of  their  designs  and  efforts  to  revive  the  old 

Whether  they  reasoned  right  or  wrong,  or  Frendi  party,  which  was  a  deoKMaratic  paity 

that  there  was  some  mixture  of  right  and  in  Holland,  and  to  make  a  revolution  then, 

wrong  in  their  reasoning,  I  am  sure,  that  in  They  were  happy  at  the  troubles  whidi  the 

this  manner  they  felt  and  reasoned.     The  di£-  singular  imprud^ace  of  Joseph  the  Second  had 

ferent  effects  of  a  great  military  and  ambitious  stirred  up  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  Tbaf 

republic,  and  of  a  monarchy  of  the  same  de-  rejoiced  when  they  saw  him  irritate  his  sub> 

scription  were  constantly  in  their  mouths,  jects,  profess  philosophy,  send  away  the  Dutck 

The  principle  was  ready  to  operate  when  op*  garrisons,  and  dismantle  his  i<MtificatioBS.    Ai 

portunities  should  offer,  which  few  of  them  in-  to  Holland,  they  never  forgave  either  the  ku^ 

deed  foresaw  in  the  extent  in  which  they  were  or  the  ministry,  for  suffering  that  object,  which 

afterwards  presented ;  but  these  opportunities,  they  justly  kx^ed  on  as  principal  in  their  d»> 

in  some  degree  or  other,  they  all  ardently  sign  of  reducing  the  power  of  En^and,  te 

wished  for.  escape  out  of  their  hands.    This  was  the  tise 

When  I  was  in  Paris  in  1773,  the  treaty  secret  of  the  commercial  treaty,  made  on  their 

of  1756,  between  Austria  and  France  was  de-  part,  against  all  the  old  rules  and  principhf 

l^ored  as  a  national  calamity;    because    it  <^commerce,  with  a  view  of  diverting  the  Eng- 

united  France  in  friendship  with  a  power,  at  lish  nation,  by  a  pursuit  of  immediate  profit, 

whose  expense  alone  they  could  hope  any  conti-  from  an  attention  to  the  progress  of  France  il 

nental  aggrandizement.  When  the  6rst  partition  its  designs  upon  that  republic.     The  system 

of  Poland  was  made,  in  which  France  had  no  of  the  economists,  which  led  to  die  genenl 

share,  and  which  had  farther  aggrandized  every  opening  of  commerce,  fecilitated  that  trea^ 

onn  of  the  three  powers  of  which  they  were  most  but  did  not  produce  it.    They  were  in  despair 

jealous,  I  found  them  in  a  perfect  phrenzy  of  when  they  found  that  by  the  vigour  of  BIr* 

rage  and  indignation :  not  that  they  were  hurt  Pitt,  supported  in  this  point  by  Mr.  Fox  si' 

at  the  shocking  and  uncoloured  violence  and  the  opposition,  the  object,  to  which  they  hid 

injustice  of  that  partition,  but  at  the  debility,  sacriflced  dieir  manufactures,  was  lost  todieir 

improvidence,  and  want  of  activity  in  their  ambition. 

government,  in  not  preventing  it  as  a  moans  This  eager  desife  of  raising  Fraaoe  SnM 

of  aggrandizement  to  their  rivals,  or  in  not  the  condition  into  which  she  had  feflen,  as  duf 

contriving,  by  exchanges  of  some  kind  or  concei ved,fix>m  her  monarchical  imbecilityihai 

other,  to  obtain  their  share  of  advantage  from  been  the  main  spring  of  their  precedent  inler* 

tnat  robbery.  ference  in  that  ui^ppy  American  quarrel,  the 

In  that  or  neaiiy  in  that  state  c£  things  and  bad  effects  of  which  to  this  nation  iMive  not  H 

of  opinions,  came  the  Austrian  match;  which  yet,  fully  disclosed  themselves.     These  send- 

promised  to  draw  the  knot,  as  afterwards  in  eC*  meats  had  been  bng  lurking  in  their  breaitii 
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MNigjb  their  wirnvra  were  only  diecovered  now  liberty  in  fi>rou  the  meet  adverse  to  iL    That 

nd  then,  in  hemt  and  as  by  escapes ;  but  on  liberty  was  found,  under  roooarchiee  s^yM 

bis  occasion  they  exploded  suddenly.     They  absolute,  in  a  degree  unknown  to  the  anoie^t 

rere  professed  with  ostentation,  and  propaga^  commonwealths.    From  hence  the  powers  «ir 

ed  with  zeal.    These  sentiments  were  not  pro-  all  our  modem  states,  meet  in  all  their  movo- 

Inced,  as  some  think,  by  their  American  alii-  ments,  with  some  obstruction.    It  is  thereibre 

utoe.  The  American  alliance  was  produced  by  no  wonder  that  when  these  states  are  to  be  con" 

lisir  republican  principles  and  republican  pdi-  sidered  as  machines  to  operate  for  some  one 

ij.    This  new  relation  undoubtedly  did  much,  great  end,  that  this  dissipated  and  balanced 

Hie  discourses  and  cabals  that  it  produced,  the  fi»rce  is  not  easily  concentered,  or  made  to  beaf 

intercourse  that  it  established,  and  above  all,  the  with  the  whole  force  of  the  nation  upon  one 

Bainple,  which  made  it  seem  practicable  to  es-  point. 

taUiiriia  republic  in  a  greatextentof  country,  fin-  The  British  state  is,  without  question,  that 

iahed  the  woric,  and  gave  tothat  part  of  the  revolu*  which  pursues  the  greatest  variety  of  ends, 

Iknaiy  faction  a  degree  of  strength  which  requir-  and  is  the  least  disposed  to  sacrifice  any  one 

edotfa^  energies  than  thelate  king  possessed  to  of  them  to  another,  or  to  the  whole.    It  aims 

mist,  or  even  to  restrain.    It  spread  every  at  taking  in  the  entire  circle  of  human  desiresy 

where ;  but  it  was  no  where  more  prevalent  and   securing  for  them  their  &ir  eiyoyment. 

dian  in  the  heart  of  the  court.     The  palace  of  Our  legislature  has  been  ever  closely  connected 

Versailles,  by  its  language,  seemed  a  fiuiim  of  in  its  most  efficient  part,  with  individual  feel- 

demociacy.    To  have  pointed  out  to  most  c£  ing,  and  individual  interest.    Personal  liberty, 

those  politicians,  from  their  dispositions  and  the  most  lively  of  these  feelings  and  the  most 

nwvements,  what  has  since  happened,  the  fall  important  of  these  interests,  which  in  other 

of  their  own  monarchy,  of  their  own  laws,  of  European  countries  has  rather  arisen  fixMB  the 

dieir  own  religion,  would  have  been  to  furnish  system  of  manners  and  the  habitudes  of  life, 

a  motive  the  more  for  pushing  forward  a  sys-  than  from  the  laws  of  the  state,  (in  whic|i  it 

tea  on  which  they  ccmsidered  all  these  things  flourished    more    from   neglect   than   atten- 

incombranoes.     Such    in  truth  they  were,  tion)  in  England,  has  been  a  direct  otgect  of 

And  we  have  seen  them  succeed  not  only  in  government. 

file  destruction  of  their  monarchy ;  but  in  all  On  this  principle  England  would  be  the 

die  olgects  of  ambition  that  they  proposed  from  weakest  power  in  the  whole  system.    Fortu- 

Ihat  destructi<ni.  nately,  however,  the  great  riches  of  this  kipg- 

When  I  contemplate  the  scheme  on  which  dom,  arising  from  a  variety  of  causes,  and  ue 

Fnnce  is  formed,  and  when  I  compare  it  with  disposition  of  the  people,  which  is  as  great  to 

tibese  systems,  with  which  it  is,  and  ever  must  spend  as  to  accumulate,  has  easily  afiorded  ia 

be  in  c^iflict,  those  things  which  seem  as  de-  disposable  surplus  that  gives  a  mighty  momen- 

6ct8  in  her  polity,  are  the  very  things  which  turn  to  the  state.     This  difficulty,  with  these 

nske  me  tremble.     The  states  of  the  Christian  advantages  to  overcome  it,  has  called  fcHlh  the 

^•orid  have  grown  up  to  their  present  magni-  talents  of  the  English  financiers,  who,  by  the 

tode  in  a  great  length  of  time,  and  by  a  great  surplus  of  industry  poured  out  by  prodigality. 

^ety  of  accidents.     They  have  been  improv-  have  outdone  every  thing  which  has  been  ac- 

cd  to  what  we  see  them  with  greater  or  less  complished  in  other  nations.     The    present 

iigrees  offelicity  and  skill.    Not  one  of  them  minister  has  outdone  his  predecessors :  and  as 

bu  been  formed  upon  a  regular  plan  or  with  a  minister  of  revenue,  is  far  above  my  |)0wer 

lay  unity  of  design.    As  their  constitutions  of  praise.    But  still  there  are  cases  in  whicn 

m  Bot  systematical,  they  have  not  been  direct-  England  feels  more  than  several  others,  (though 

•d  to  any  j>ecufiar  end,  eminently  distinguished,  they  all  feel)  the  perplexity  of  an  immense  bo* 

nd  superseding  every  other.     The  objects  dy  of  balanced  advantages,. and  of  individual 

^fhaA  they  en^race  are  d'the  greatest  possi-  demands,  and  c^some  irregularity  in  the  whole 

He  variety,  and  have  become  in  a  manner  mass. 

ii&iite.    In  all  these  old  countries  the  state  France  difiers  essentially   from   all  thosa 

his  been  made  to  the  people,  and  not  the  peo-  governments  which  are  formed  without  system, 

pie  eonfimned  to  the  state.    Every  state  has  which  exist  by  habit,  and  which  are  confused 

nmaed,  not  only  every  sort  of  social  advantage,  with  the  multitude,  and  with  the  complezi^ 

Nt  it  has  cultivated  the  wel&re  of  every  indi-  of  their  pursuits.    What  now  stands  as  gov- 

vidoaL    His  wants,  his  wishes,  even  his  tastes  emment  in  France  is  struck  at  a  heat.    Tl^o 

hav«  been    consulted.    This  comprehensive  desi^  is  wicked,  immoral,  impious,  oppressive  ;j 

lefaene,  virtually  produced  a  degree  of  personal  but  it  is  spirited  and  daring ;  it  !•  systematic ; 
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it  it  ■implo  in  its  principle ;  it  has  unity  and  to  pieces  the  other,  and,  in  not  ^moefa  Vmgtt 

eonsistencjr  in  perfection.     In  that  country  qpace  of  time  than  I  have  lived,  awertmmi 

•atirety  to  cut  off  a  branch  of  coramerce,  to  gorerninents,  laws,    manners,  rdigion,  tai   i 

eortinguidi  a  manufacture,  to  destroy  the  cir-  extended  an  empire  firom   the  Indos  to  tks   ji 

eolation  of  money,  to  violate  credit,  to  su^-  Pyrenees  7                                                        t.. 

pend  the  course  <^  agriculture,  even  to  bum  Material  resources  never  have  sappliei^  nor  'xi 

•  city,  or  to  hty  waste  a  province  of  their  own,  ever  can  supply  the  want  of  nnity  kr  dmff,  i;r- 

does  not  cost  them  a  moment's  anxiety.     To  and  constancy  in  pursuit.    But  unity  in  doAgi^   in 

them,  the  will,  the  wish,  the  want,  the  liberty,  and  perseverance,  and  boldness  in  puisait,iuit   lu 

the  toil,  the  blood  of  individuals  is  as  nothing,  never  wanted  resources,  and  never  wiO.    We  its 

Individuality  is  left  out  of  their  scheme  of  have  not  considered  as  we  ought  the  dreadM    jic 

fovemment.    The  state  is  all  in  all.    Every  energy  of  a  state,  in  which  the  propeitjr  hm 

tiling  is  referred  to  the  production  of  ibrce ;  nothing  to  do  with  the  government.    Reflect, 

afterwards,  every  thing  is  trusted  to  the  use  my  dear  sir,  reflect  again  and  again  on  a  gov- 

ef  it.    It  is  military  in  its  principle,  in  its  emment,  in  which  the  property  is  in  eomi^ 

■laxims,  in  its  spirit,  and  in  aU  its  movements,  subjection,  aad  where  nothing  ndes  but  Ae 

The  state  has  dominion  and  conquest  ibr  its  mind  of  desperate  men.     The  condition  of  i 

•ole  objects ;  dominion  over  minds  by  prose-  commonwealth  not  governed  by  its  propei^ 

lytism,  over  bodies  by  arms.  was  a  omnbination  of  things,  which  the  kufr 

Thus  constituted,  with  an  immense  body  of  ed  and  ingenious  speculatiMr  Harringtoo,  wte 

Batnral  means  which  are  lessened  in  their  has  tossed  about  soeiety  into  all  hnaSf  new 

amount  only  to  be  increased  in  their  effect,  could  imagine  to  be  possible.    We  have  leea 

France  has,  since  the  accomplishment  of  the  it;  and  if  the  world  will  ^ut  their  eyes  to  dn 

revolution,  a  complete  unity  in  its  direction,  state  of  things  they  wifl  feel  it  more.    Tbi 

It  has  destroyed  every  resource  of  the  state,  rulers  there  have  found   their   resources  Bi 

which  depends  upon  opinion  and  the  good  crimes.    The  discovery  is  dreadful:  the  mis* 

'win  of  individuals.    The  riches  of  convention  exhaustless.    They  have  every  thing  togiii^ 

^lisappear.    The  advantages  (^nature  in  some  and  they  have  nothing  to  lose.    They  havet 

measure  remain :  even  these,  I  admit,  are  as-  boundless  inheritance  in  hope  ;  and  there  istt 

tonishingly  lessened ;  the  command  over  what  medium  for  them,  betwixt  the  highest  deTt- 

remains  is  complete  and  absolute.     We  go  tion,  and  death  with  infemy.    Never  can  iImj 

•bout  asking  when  assignats  will  expire,  and  who  from  the  miserable  servitude  of  the  deA 

we  laugh  at  the  last  price  of  them.    But  what  have  been  raised,  to  empire,  again  sulnnit  to 

signifies  the  fete  of  those  tickets  of  despotism  ?  the  bondage  of  a  starving  bureau,  or  the  profit  of 

The  despotism  will  find  despotic  means  of  copying  music,  or  writing  (^idoyers  by  tbe 

■apply.    They  have  found  the  short  cut  to  the  sheet.    It  has  made  me  often  smile  in  bitted 

productions  of  nature,  while  others  in  pursuit  ness,  when  I  have  heard  tattc  ot  an  indemaitf 

of  them,  are  obliged  to  wind  through  the  laby-  to  such  men,  provided  they  returned  to  their 

rinthofa  very  intricate  state  of  society.     They  allegiance.                                                         J 

seize  upon  the  fruit  of  the  labour ;  they  seize  From  all  this,  what  is  my  inference  ?  It  i>i     i 

open  the  labourer  himself.     Were  France  but  that  this  new  system  of  robbery  in  Franoe,     1 

Jialf  of  what  it  is  in  population,  in  compactness,  cannot  be  rendered  safe  by  any  art ;  that  it    J^ 

m  applicability  of  its  force,  situated  as  it  is,  mtut  be  destroyed,  or  that  it  will  destroy  il     ^ 

mad  being  what  it  is,  it  would  be  too  strong  Europe ;  that  to  destroy  that  enemy,  by  loaie      j 

Ibr  most  <^the  states  of  Europe,  constituted  as  means  or  other,  the  force  opposed  to  it  ahoold 

they  are,  and  proceeding  as  they  proceed,  be  made  to  bear  some  analogy  and  resemblasei 

•Would  it  be  wise  to  estimate  what  the  world  to  the  force  and  spirit  which  that  system  exerts; 

tif  Europe,  as  wdl  as  the  world  of  Asia,  had  that  war  ought  to  be  made  against  it,  in  its 

todreadfii>mC}enghizKhan,uponacontempla-  vuhierable  parts.    These  are  my  inferenoei. 

tion  of  the  resources  of  the  cold  and  barren  In  one  word,  with  this  republic  nothing  iade- 

■pot  in  the  remotest  Tartary  from  whence  first  pendent  can  co-exist.     The  errours  of  Loni 

issued  that  scourge  of  the  human  race?  Ou^t  XVI.  were    more  pardonable  to  prudMoe, 

we  to  judge  from  the  esccise  and  stamp  duties  than  any  of  those  of  the  same  kind  into  whick 

cf  the  rocks,  or  from  the  paper  circulation  of  the  allied  courts  may  fell.     They  have  the     j 

die  sands  of  Arabia,  the  power  by  which  benefit  of  his  dreadful  example.                          I 

Mahomet  and  his  tribes  laid  hold  at  once  on  The  unhappy  Louis  XVI.  was  a  sna  of 

As  two  most  powerful  empires  of  the  world ;  the  best  intentions  that  probably  ever  reigned. 

^■at  one  of  diem  totally  to  the  ground,  broke  He  was  by  no  means  deftcient  in  taleats.    Hs 
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et  laudable  desire  to  fupfdy  bj  gene- 
ig,  and  even  by  the  acquUitioiK^ele- 
nowledge,  on  education  in  all  points 
r  defective  \  but  nobody  told  htm  (and 
>  wonder  he  should  not  himself  divine 
iia  world  of  which  he  read,  and  the 
vhich  he  lived,  were  no  longer  the  dame, 
iofdoing  every  thing  for  the  best,  fearful 
iiatrust  mg  his  own  judgment,  he  sought 
iters  of  aU  kinds  upon  public  testimo- 
t  as  courts  are  the  field  for  caballers, 
c  is  the  theatre  for  mountebaiiks  and 
s.     The  cure  for  both  those  evils  is  in 
rnment  of  the  prince.    But  an  accu- 
penetrating  discernment  is  what  in  a 
■ince  could  not  be  looked  for. 
Mnduct  in  its  principle  was  not  unwise ; 
most  other  (^  bis  well-meant  designs, 
in  his  hands.    It  failed  partly  ibom 
ibrtune,   to  which    speculators  are 
eased  to  assign  that  very  large  share 
she  is  justly  «ntitled  in  human  affairs, 
uro,  perhaps,  in  part  was  owing  to  his 
;  his  system  to  be  vitiated  and  disturb- 
boee  intri^es,  which  it  is,  humanly 
r,    impossible   wholly    to    prevent  in 
r  indeed  under  any  form  of  government. 
r,  with  these  aberrations,  he  gave  bim- 
r  to  a  succession  of  the  statesmen  of 
opinion.     In  other  things  he  thought 
might  be  a  king  <hi  the  terms  of  his 
»ors.    He  was  conscious  of  the  purity 
ear!  and  the  general  good  tendency  c^ 
mnenC.     He  flattered  himself,  as  most 
his  situation  will,  that  he  might  con- 
ease  without  danger  to  his  safety.     It 
L  all  wonderful  that  both  he  and  his 
■8,  giving  way  abundantly   in  other 
to  innovation,  should  take  up  in  policy 
tradition  of  their  monarchy.    Underbis 
-s  the  monarchy  had  subsisted,  and  even 
engtbened  by  the  generati<n  or  support 
ilics.     First,  the  Swiss  republics  grew 
le  guardian^ip  of  the  French  monar- 
The  Dutch  republics  were  hatched  and 
id  under  the  same  incubation.    Afier- 
i  republican  constitution  was,  under  the 
e  of  France,  established  in  the  empire 
die  pretensions  of  its  chief.     Even 
tie  monarchy  of  France,  by  a  series  of 
d  negotiations,  and  lastly  by  the  trea- 
yeatphalia,  had  obtained  the  establish- 
the  protestants  in  Germany  as  a  law 
•mpire,  the  same    monarchy    under 
Xni*f  bad  force  enough  to  destroy 
vblican  system  of  the  protestants  at 

M   XVI.   was  a  diligent    reader  of 


history,  but  the  very  lamp  oTprudeoca  blinded 
him.     The  guide  of  human  life  led  him  astray. 
A  silmt  revolution  in  the  moral  worid  preced- 
ed the  political,  and  prepared  it.    It  became 
<^  more  importance  than  ever,  what  examples 
were  given,  and  what  measures  were  adof^ed. 
Their  causes  no  longer  lurked  in  the  recesses 
of  cabinets,  or  in  the  private  OMDSpiracies  of 
the  fiu;tious.    They  were  no  longer  to  be  oon- 
trouled  by  the  force  and  influence  of  the  gran- 
dees, who  formerly  had  been  able  to  stir  up 
troubles  by  their  discontents,  and  to  quiet  them 
by  their  corruption.     The  chain  of  subordina- 
tion, even  in  cabal  and  sedition,  was  broken 
in  its  most  important  links.    It  was  no  kmg- 
er  the  great  and  the  populace.    Other  inter- 
ests were  formed,  other  dependencies,  other 
connections,  other  commimications.   The  mid- 
dle classes  had  swelled  fiir  beyond  their  foimer 
proportion.    Like  whatever  is  the  most  effec- 
tively rich  and  great  in  society,  these  classes 
became  the  seat  of  all  the  active  politics ;  and 
the  prep<Hiderating  wei^t  to  decide  on  tiiem. 
There  were  all  the  energies  by  which  fortune 
is  acquired;  there  the  consequence  of  their 
success.     There  were  aH  the  talents  which 
assert  their  pretensions,  and  are  impatient  of 
the  place  which  settled  society  prescribes  to 
them.    These  descriptiqns  had  got  between 
the  great  and  the  populace ;  and  the  influence 
on  the  lower  classes  was  with  them.    The 
spirit  of  ambition  had  taken  possessicm  of  this 
class  as  yiolently  as  ever  it  had  done  of  any 
other.    They  felt  the  importance  of  this  situa- 
tion.   The  correspondenc3  of  tlie  numied  and 
the  mercantile  world,  the  literary  intercourse 
of  academies;  but,  above  all,  the  press,  of 
which  they  had  in  a  manner  entire  possession, 
made  a  kind  of  electric  communication  every 
where.    The  press,  in  reality,  has  made  every 
government,  in  its  spirit,  almost  democratic. 
Without  the  great,  the  first  movements  in  this 
revolution  could  not,  perhaps,  have  been  given. 
But  the  spirit  of  ambition,  now  for  the  first  time 
connected  with  the  spirit  of  speculation,  was 
not  to  be  restrai^ied  at  will.     There  was  no 
longer  any  meaps  of  arresting  a  principle  in  its 
course.     When    Louis    XVI.,    under    the 
influence  of  the  enemies  to  monarchy,  meant 
to  found  but  one  republic,  he  set  up  two. 
When  he  meant  to  take  away  half  the  crown 
of  his  neighbour,  he  lost  the  whole  of  his  own. 
Louis    XVI.    could     not    with    impunity 
countenance  a  new  republic :  yet  between  bii 
throne  and  that  dangerous  lodgment  for  an  epis- 
my,  which  he  had  erected,  he  had  the  whole 
Atlantic  for  a  ditch.    He  had  for  an  ont-woric 
the  English  nation  itself,  (i-iepd^  to  libcrl^i 
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ftdv6n»loth»tmodBofit.  H« 
•d  bj  8  ninpart  of  monarchies,  most  of  them 
■Hied  to  him,  and  genenllj  uaader  Ins  infloeoee. 
Tet  even  thus  secured,  a  repobUc  erected  un- 
der his  auspices,  and  dependent  on  his  power, 
became  fiual  to  his  throne.  The  very  money 
which  he  had  lent  to  support  this  republic,  by 
a  good  fidth,  which  to  hiin  operated  as  per6dy, 
was  punctually  paid  to  his  enemies,  and  be- 
came a  resource  in  the  hand  of  his  assassins. 

With  this  example  bef<Me  their  eyes,  do  any 
ministers  in  England,  do  any  ministers  in 
Austria,  really  flatter  themselves,  that  they  can 
erect,  not  on  the  remote  shores  of  the  Atlai^c, 
but  in  their  view,  in  their  vicinity,  in  abeohito 
cootact  with  one  of  them,  not  a  commercial 
but  a  martial  republic— a  republic  not  of  sin^e 
husbandmen  or  fishermen,  but  of  intriguers, 
and  of  warriors—^  repuUic  of  a  character  the 
most  restiesB,  the  most  enterprising,  the  most 
impious,  the  most  fierce  and  bloody,  the  most 
hypocritical  and  perfidious,  the  most  bcdd  and 
<fauring  that  ever  has  been  seen,  or  indeed  that 
can  be  conceived  to  exist,  without  bringing  on 
their  own  certain  ruin  ? 

Such  is  the  republic  to  which  we  arc  going 
to  give  a  place  in  civilized  fellowship :  The 
republic,  which  with  joint  consent  we  are 
going  to  establish  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  in 
a  post  that  overiooks  and  commands  every 
other  state,  and  which  eminently  confixmts  and 
menaces  this  kingdom. 

You  cannot  fiiU  to  observe,  that  I  speak  as 
if  the  allied  powers  were  actually  consenting, 
and  not  compelled  by  events  to  the  estaUish- 
roent  of  this  fiunion  in  France.  The  words 
have  not  escaped  me.  Tou  will  hereafter  na- 
turally expect  that  I  shouM  make  them  good. 
But  whether  in  adopting  this  measure  we  are 
madly  active,  or  weakly  passive,  or  pusillani- 
BKMisly  panic-struck,  the  effects  wUl  be  the 
tame.  Tou  may  call  this  faction,  which  has 
•radicated  the  nxHiarchy,— expelled  the  pro- 
prietary, persecuted  religion,  and  trampled 
upon  law,*— you  may  call  this  France  if  you 
please :  but  of  the  ancient  France  nothing  re- 
mains, but  its  central  geography ;  its  iron  fron- 
tier ;  its  spirit  oi  ambition ;  its  audacity  of 
enterprise;  its  perplexing  intrigue.  These 
and  these  alcme  remain;  and  Uiey  remain 
heightened  in  their  principle  and  augmented  in 
their  means.  All  the  former  correctives, 
whether  of  virtue  or  of  weakness,  which  exist- 
ed in  the  old  monarchy,  are  gone.  No  single 
new  corrective  is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  body 
ef  the  new  Institutions.    How  should  such  a 

*  8«e  our  Declaration. 


dung  be  fiiQBd  Aere,  whea  ewy  Aing  hm 
been  d»osea  with  care  and  selection  tefenwrf 
■n  those  ambitHMis  designa  and  <Biynsitinw, 
not  tooontrool  them?  The  wiiole  is  a  ksd|f 
of  ways  and  means  for  die  supply  sf  do* 
minioD,  withoot  one  heterageaeoas  partidi 
in  it. 

Hera  I  soffer  you  to  breathe,  and  Isaieto 
yoor  meditation  what  has  occuiied  to  ae « 
the  gtniuM  and  dtarader  of  the  French  Rei*' 
hiCion.    From  having  this  before  ns,  we  aiy 
be  better  able  to  determine  on  the  fint  qset* 
tioo  I  proposed,  diat  is,  how  fornatM»s,eriad 
forei^  are  likely  to  be  affincted  with  the  wp- 
tem   established    witliin    that   territory.   I 
intended  to  proceed  next  on  die  qaeBtionflfkr 
focilities,froin  tketrntemalaiaUoftdmruaimh 
ami  jMr«Kiilarfy  f^tUs,  for  obtaining  bar  fldi: 
but  I  ought  to  be  aware,  that  niy  notisai  ■• 
controverted.— -I  mean,  therefore,  in  ny  aiiA 
letter,  to  take  notice  of  what,  in  Untt  ynef,hm 
hetxk  recommended  tame  as  the  most  deattv 
ing  of  notice.    In  the  examination  of  iboit 
pieces,  I  shall  have  oocaaioii  to  discnss  som 
others  of  the  topics  to  which  I  have  caDed  jm 
attention.    Tou  know,  that  the  letters  wtuidi  I 
now  send  to  the  press,  as  w^  as  a  pait  of 
what  is  to  foUow,  have  been  in  their  substam 
long  since  written.    A  circurastanee  wUch 
your  partiality  akme  could  makeof  impoituos 
to  you,  but  which  to  the  public  is  of  no  iofor- 
tance  at  afl,  retarded  their  appearance.    Tht 
late  events  whidi  press  upon  ns  oUiged  ae  to 
make  some  additions ;  but  no  siihstantiil  rhafi 
in  the  matter. 

This  diacossion,  myfiieiid,wil  be  kng. 
But  the  matter  is  serious ;  and  if  ever  thsfrto 
of  the  world  codd  be  truly  said  to  depend  oaa 
particular  measure,  it  is  apoo  this  peace.  For 
the  present,  FarewelL 
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ON  THE  &UPTURE  OF  THV  HBOOTtAnOSt 
THE  TERMS  OF  PEACE  PROPOSED ;  AVD 
THE  RESOURCES  OF  THE  COUITTXT  FOB 
THE  COMTINUAITCE  OF  THE  WAR.     1T97. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  THAiTK  you  for  the  bundle  (^state-ptpBRi 
which  I  received  yesterday.  I  have  tiavBbd 
through  the  negotiation ;  and  a  sad  foandflfffV 
road  it  is.  There  is  a  sort  of  standing  j^*' 
against  my  countrymen,  diat  one  of  dM>  ^ 
his  journey  having  found  a  piece  of  \/bHMKti 
road,  he  proposed  to  his  companion  togs o**' 
it  again.    This  proposal,  widi  regard  to  tt> 


■ 


] 
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por^y  trarelWs  final  deatiiiation,  was  cer^  to  renew  m  the  fact  ofaU  Europe  the  tolemm 

tiinly  a  blander.    It  was  no  Uunder  as  to  hia  dedarationf  that  whenever  bin  enemiea  ihaQ 

iaaaiediate  satisfitction,  for  the  way  was  plea-  be  diapoaed  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  a  gene- 

lant.    In  tbe  irksome  journey  of  the  regicide  ral  pacification  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 

negotiations,  it  is  otherwise:  our  "  paths  are  equity,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  bis  part 

not  paths  of  fdeasantness,  nor  our  ways  the  to  contribute  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 

ways  to  peace."    All  our  mistakes  (if  such  great  object." 

they  are)  like  those  of  our  Hibernian  traveller,        If  the  disgusting  detail  of  the  accumulated 
are  miwtakifw  of  repetition ;  and  they  will  be  insults  we  have  received,  in  what  we  have  pnn 
fufl  as  fiur  firom  bringing  us  to  our  place  of  rest,  perly  called  our  «  solicitation,"  to  a  gang  of 
ai  his  wen  considered  project  was  fi'om  forward-  felons  and  murderers,  had  been  produosd  as  a 
iag  him  to  his  inn.    Tet  I  see  we  persevere.  [Hroof  of  the  utter  inefficacy  of  that  mode  of  pro- 
Fatigued  with  our  former  course ;  too  listless  oeeding  with  that  description  of  persons,  I 
to  ea^pore  a  new  one ;  kept  in  action  by  inert-  should  have  nothing  at  all  to  object  to  it.    It 
Beat;  moving  only  because  we  have  been  in  might  fiimish  matter  conclusive  in  argument, 
BMHioa ;  with  a  sort  of  (dodding  perseverance,  and  instrucdve  in  policy :  but  with  all  due 
110  itsc^  to  measure  back  again  the  very  submission  to  high  authori^,  and  with  all 
•uw  joykfls,  hopeless,  and  inglorious  track,  decent  deference  to  superior  lights,  it  does  not 
Padnrard  and  forward ;  oscillaticm  not  pro-  seem  quite  clear  to  a  discernment  no  better 
greanon ;  much  going  in  a  scanty  space ;  the  than  mine,  that  the  premises  in  that  piece  con* 
oaTplB  of  a  postiDion,  miles  enough  to  circle  duct  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion.    A  labour- 
te  globe  in  one  short  stage ;  we  have  been,  ed  display  of  the  iU  consequences  which  have 
tad  we  are  yet  to  be  jested  and  rattled  over  the  attended  an  uniform  course  of  submission  to 
Ipoie,  misplaced  stones,  and  the  treacherous  every  mode  of  contumelious  insult,  with  which 
hflllows  of  this  rough,  ill-kept,  broken  up,  the  despotism  of  a  proud,  capricious,  insulting 
treadwrous  Fr^ich  causeway !  aiid  implacable  foe  has  chosen  to  buffet  our 
The  dedaration  whidi  brings  up  the  rear  of  patience,  does  not  appear,  to  my  poor  thoughts 
the  papers  laid  before  parliament,  contains  a  to  be  properly  brought  forth  as  a  preliminary 
review  and  a  reasoned  sumnuuy  of  all  our  at-  to  justify  a  resolution  of  persevering  in  the  very 
toi^ts,  and  all  our  &.ilures ;  a  concise  but  cor-  same  kind  of  conduct,  towards  the  very  same 
Met  narrative  of  the  paii^  steps  taken  to  sortofperson,  and  on  th«  very  same  principles. 
faring  on  the  essay  of  a  treaty  at  Paris ;  a  clear  We  state  our  experience,  and  then  we  come 
eaqpoaore  of  all  the  rebuffs  we  received  in  the  to  the  manly  resolution  <^  acting  in  contradic- 
piogi'eas  of  that  experiment ;  an  honest  confes-  tion  to  it.    AU  that  has  passed  at  Paris,  to  the 
sien  of  our  departure  firom  all  the  rules  and  all  moment  of  our  being  shamefij%  hissed  off  thai 
tiM  principles  of  political  negotiation,  and  of  stage,  has  been  nothing  but  a  mere  solemn 
eemmon  prudence,  in  the  ccxiduct  of  it ;  and  to  representation,  on  the  theatre  of  the  nation,  of 
crown  die  whole,  a  feir  account  of  the  atrocious  what  had  been  before  in  rehearsal  at  Bade, 
mnner  in  which  die  regicide  enemies  had  As  it  is  not  only  confessed  by  us,  but  made  a 
broken  up  what  had  been  so  inauspicioudy  matter  of  charge  on  the  enemy,  that  he  had 
begun  and  so  feebly  carried  on,  by  finally,  and  given  us  no  encouragement  to  believe  there 
with  aH  scorn  driving  our  suppliant  andi>a88a-  was  a  change  in  his  disposition  or  in  his  poli- 
dor,  out  of  the  limits  of  their  usurpation.  cy  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the  period  of  his 
Even  after  all  that  T  have  lately  seen,  I  was  r^ecting  our  first  overtures,  there  seems  to 
a  little  surprised  at  this  exposure.    A  minute  have  been  no  assignable  motive  for  sending 
display  of  hopes  formed  without  foundation,  Lord  Malmesbury  to  Paris,  except  to  expose 
and  of  labours  pursued  without  fiuit,  is  a  thing  his  humbled  country  to  the  worst  indignities 
lot  very  flattering  to  self-estimation.    But  and  the  first  of  the  kind,  as  the  declaration 
Inith  has  its  rights,  and  it  will  assert  them,  very  truly  observes,  that  have  been  known  in 
The  dedaration,  after  doing  all  this  with  a  the  world  of  negotiation. 
anrtifying  candour,  concludes  the  whole  reca-        An  honest  neighbour  of  mine  is  not  alto- 
ibriatfoQ  widi  an  engagement  still  more  extra-  gether  unhappy  in  the  application  of  an  old 
•ilinaiythan  all  the  unusual  matter  itcontains.  common  story  to  a  present  occasion.    It  may 
It  nys,  *'  That  his  majes^,  who  had  entered  be  said  of  my  friend,  what  Horace  says  of  a 
^Ifaii  negotiation  with  good  faith,  who  has  neighbour  of  bis,  ^^garrit  anUe*  ex  refabelku.* 
lAred  no  impediment  to  prevent  his  prose-  Conversing  on  this  strange  sutgect,  he  told  me 
Ctting  it  with  earfie<ineM  and  stneertty,  has  a  current  story  of  a  simple  English  country 
*>w  oiil|r  fo  foment  its  abrupt  termination,  and  'squire,  who  was  persuaded  by  certain  diUt' 
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ttmii  oThis  acquaintanco  to  see  the  world,  and  scfnae  are  two  things.  If  h  were  oo(  ftr  tUi 
to  become  knowing  in  men  and  mannera.  difference,  it  mi^t  not  appear  of  alMoliita  w 
Among  other  celebrated  places,  it  was  cessity,  after  haring  receWed  a  certain  qma* 
recommended  lo  him  to  visit  Constantinople,  tity  of  buffetings  by  adranoe,  tint  we  ifaoaU 
He  took  their  advice.  After  various  adven-  send  a  peer  of  the  realm  to  the  secnn  of  (Im 
tures,  not  to  our  purpose  to  dwell  upon,  he  earth,  to  collect  the  debt  to  the  last  &rtlni^} 
happily  arrived  at  that  famous  city.  As  soon  and  to  receive,  with  infinite  aggravatioa,  tbi 
as  he  had  a  little  reposed  himself  from  his  fit-  same  scorns  whidi  had  be^i  piud  to  oar  mp* 
tigue,  he  took  a  walk  into  the  streets  ;  but  he  plication  through  a  ccNnmooer:  Bat  it  «tt 
bad  not  gone  far,  before  a  "a  malignant  and  proper,  I  suppose,  that  the  whde  of  oor  oood- 
a  turban'd  Turk*'  had  his  chcrfer  ronsed  by  the  try,  in  all  its  orders,  should  have  a  diare  of tbi 
careless  and  assured  air,  with  which  this  infi-  indignity ;  and,  as  in  reason,  that  the  Iti^ 
dri  strutted  about  in  the  nietrop<4is  of  true  be-  orders  should  touch  the  larger  prnportiAu 
Uevers.  In  this  temper,  he  lost  no  time  in  This  business  was  not  ended,  becausi  oitf 
doing  to  our  traveller  the  honours  of  the  jJace.  dignity  was  wounded,  or  becaoseoar  patieaof 
The  Turk  crossed  over  the  way,  and  with  was  worn  out  with  contumely  and  soom.  Wt 
perfect  good-will  gave  him  two  or  three  lusty  had  not  disgorged  one  particle  of  the  naotNOi 
kicks  on  the  seat  of  honour.  To  resent,  or  to  doses  with  which  we  were  so  liberally  cnn* 
return  the  compliment  in  Turkey,  was  quite,  med  hy  the  mountebanks  of  Paris,  in  order  to 
out  of  the  question.  Our  traveller,  since  he  drug  and  diet  us  into  perfect  tameness.  No;  , 
oouki  no  otherwise  acknowledge  this  kind  of  we  waited  till  the  morbid  strength  of  oor  ftoafi* 
&Toar,  received  it  with  the  best  grace  in  the  mia  for  their  physic  had  exhausted  the  well* 
worM— he  made  one  of  his  most  ceremonial  stored  dispensary  <^  their  empiricirai.  It  il 
bows,  and  begged  the  kicking  mussuhnan,  *'  to  impossible  to  guess  at  the  term  to  which  oor 
accept  his  perfect  assurance  of  high  considera-  forbearance  woold  have  extended.  The  regi* 
tion."  Our  countryman  was  too  wise  to  imi-  cides  were  more  fatigued  with  giving  Uowi 
tate  Othello  in  the  use  of  the  dagger.  He  than  the  callous  cheek  of  British  diplomaqr 
thought  it  better,  atr  better  it  was,  to  assuage  was  hnrt  in  reeetrin^  them.  They  had  M 
his  bruised  dignity  with  half  a  yard  square  Ot  way  left  for  getting  rid  of  this  mendicant 
balmy  diplomatic  diachylon.  In  the  disasters  perseverance,  but  by  sendlog  fiv  the  beaiQOi 
of  their  fiiends,  people  are  seldom  wanting  in  and  forcibly  driving  our  embaasy  '  of  shredi 
a  laudable  patience.  When  they  are  such  as  and  patches,*  with  all  its  miimping  can^ 
do  not  threaten  to  end  &tally,  they  become  even  firom  the  inhospitable  door  of  cannibal  castle- 
matter  of  pleasantry.  The  English  fellow- 
travellers  of  our  sufferer,  finding  him  a  little  <' Where  the  gaunt  mastiff,  growling  at  the  caMy 
out  of  spirits,  entreated  him  not  to  take  so  Affrights  the  beggar  whom  he  longs  to  eat.*' 
slight  a  business  so  very  seriously.     They  told 

him  it  was  the  custom  of  the  country ;  that  I  think  we  might  have  found,  before  thi 

every  country  had  its  customs  ;  that  the  Turk-  rude  hand  of  insolent  office  was  on  our  shoul- 

ish  manners  were  a  little  rough  ;  but  that  in  der,  and  the  staff  of  usurped  authority  brandi^ed 

the  main  the  Turks  were  a  good  natured  peo-  over  our  heads,  that  contempt  of  the  suppliant 

pie ;  that  what  would  have  been  a  deadly  affront  is  not  the  best  forwarder  of  a  suit ;  that  natiooal 

any  where  else,  was  only  a  little  freedom  there ;  disgrace  is  not  the  high  road  to  security,  much 

in  short,  they  told  him  to  think  no  more  of  the  less  to  powerand  greatness.    Patience,  indeed, 

matter,  and  try  his  fortune  in  another  proni-  stronoly  indicates  the  love  of  peace:  bat  mere 

enade.    But  the  'squire,  though  a  little  clown-  love  does  not  always  lead  to  enjoyment.    It  if 

ish,  had  some  home-bred  sense.     What !  have  the  power  of  wiiming  that  palm  which  ensures 

I  come,  at  all  this  expense  and  trouble,  all  the  our  wearing  it.    Virtues  have  their  place; 

way  to  Constantinople  only  to  be  kicked  ?  and  out  of  their  place  they  hardly  deserve  the 

Without  going  beyond   my  own  stable,  my  name.     They  pass  into  the  neighbouring  vice. 

groom,  for  half  a  crown,  would  have  kicked  me  The  patience  of  fortitude  and  the  endurance 

to  my  heart's  content.   I  don't  mean  to  stay  in  of  pusillanimity  are  things  very  different,  U 

Constantinople  eight  and  forty  hours,  nor  ever  in  their  principle,  so  in  their  efllects. 

to  return  to  this  rough,  good-natured  people,  In  truth   this  declaration,  containing  a  na^* 

that  have  their  own  customs.  rative  of  the  first  transaction  of  the  kind  (aod 

In  my  opinion  the  'squire  was  in  the  right.  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last)  in  the  interooorsea 

He  was  satisfied  with  his  first  ramble  and  his  nati<»s,  as  a  composition,  is  ably  drawn.   ^ 

first  injuries.    But  reason  of  state  and  common*  does  credit  to  our  ofilcial  style.    Thereporl 


REGICIDE  PEACE.  jM6 

sech  of  the  minuter  in  a  great  astern-  of  a  base  enemy,  which  does  not  describe  widi 

ch  I  have  read,  is  a  comment  upon  eqaal  Hone  and  equal  truth  the  oontemptiUai 

iration.    Without  enquiring  how  &r  figure  of  an  abject  embaasj  to  that  inperioui 

trt  is  exact,  (inferiour  I  believe  it  may  power. 

at  it  would  represent,)  yet  still  it  reads  It  is  no  less  striking,  that  the  same  obrioin 
t  eloquent  and  finished  performance,  reflection  diould  not  occur  to  those  gendemen 
me  galling  circumstance  of  the  indig-  who  conducted  the  opposition  to  goremoMBl. 
fered  by  the  directory  of  regicide,  to  But  their  thoughts  were  turned  another  way. 
lications  made  to  that  junto  in  his  ma-  They  seem  to  have  been  so  entirely  occupied 
tame,  has  been  spared.  Every  one  of  with  the  defence  of  the  French  directory,  f» 
-avations  attendant  on  these  acts  of  very  eager  in  finding  recriminatory  preoedeats 
is,  with  wonderful  perspicuity  and  or-  to  justify  every  act  of  its  intolerable  inedeiiee, 
ight  forward  in  its  p4ace,  and  in  a  man-  so  animated  in  their  accusations  of  minialry 
It  fitted  to  produce  its  effect.  They  for  not  having,  at  the  very  outset,  made  con- 
ed to  every  point  of  view  in  which  cessionsproportionedto  the  dignity  of  the  great 
be  seen  to  die  best  advantage.  All  victorious  power  he  had  offnided,  that  every 
I  are  so  arranged  as  to  point  out  their  thing  concerning  the  sacrifice  in  this  business 
and  to  fiimish  a  true  idea  of  the  spirit  of  national  honour,  and  of  the  most  fimdamea- 
hde  transaction.  tal  principles  in  the  policy  of  negotiation, 
ipeedi  may  stand  for  a  model.  Never,  seemed  wholly  to  have  escaped  them.  To 
triumphal  declaration  of  any  theatre,  this  fatal  hour,  the  contention  in  parliament 
he  decoration  of  those  of  Athens  and  appeared  in  another  form,  and  was  ammatad 
Mr  even  of  this  theatre  of  Paris,  from  by  another  spirit.  For  diree  hundred  yean 
tiideries  of  Babylon  or  from  the  loom  and  more,  we  have  had  wars  with  what  Mood 
Gobelins,  has  there  been  sent  any  his-  as  government  in  France.  In  aU  that  period 
sue,  so  truly  drawn,  so  closely  and  so  tfie  language  of  ministers,  whether  of  boast  or 
Tougfat,  or  in  which  the  forms  are  of  apology  was,  that  they  had  left  nothing  vah 
out  in  the  rich  purple  of  such  glowing  done  for  the  assertion  of  the  national  honour  ; 
thing  colours.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  opposition,  whether  patriotically  or  fte* 
» oftapestry,  with  which  Virgil  propos-  tiously,  c<nitending,  that  the  ministers  had 
)m  tfie  theatre  he  was  to  erect  to  Au-  been  oblivious  of  the  national  glory,  and  had 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Mincio,  who  made  improper  sacrifices  of  that  public  interestf 
M  his  head  in  his  reeds,  and  leads  his  which  they  were  bound  not  only  to  preserre, 
1  melancholy  windings  through  banks  but  by  all  fiiir  methods  to  augment.  This  to- 
by the  bart»riaiis  of  Gaul.  He  sup-  tal  change  of  tone  on  both  sides  of  yolir  boose, 
Bit  the  artifice  is  such,  that  the  figures  forms  itsetf  no  inconsideraUe  revolution ;  sad 
tonquered  nations  in  his  tapestry  are  I  am  afraid  it  prognosticates  others  of  stffl 
play  their  part,  and  are  confounded  in  greater  importance.  The  ministers  ezhansl- 
line :  ed  the  stores  of  their  eloquence  in  demonstral" 

ing,  that  they  had  quitted  the  safe,  beaten  high* 

**  — — utque  way  c^  treaty  hereon  indepenidant  powers ; 

purea  intexti  toUant  aula  Briianni ;"  that  to  pacify  the  enemy  th^  had  made  evsiy 

sacrifice  of  the  national  dignity ;  and  that  the|y 

>yden  translates  it  somewhat  para-  had  oflTered  to  immolate  at  the  same  shrms 

dly,  but  not  less  in  the  spirit  of  the  the  most  valuable  of  the  national  acquisitions, 

dma  of  the  poet,  The  opposition  insisted,  that  the  victims  wars 

not  fat  nor  fair  enough  to  be  offered  on  the 

!  1S.^nv«n  Br'SIni'.*;^  ^ r^f.!"*'  altars  of  blasphemed  regicide :  and  it  was  in- 

I,  liiterwoven,  Britons  seem  to  raise,  -       ,  -        .  "^        .•    .^  .i           .4.  .  ■     •  t  . 

tiew  the  triumph  which  their  shame  *«'Ted  from  thence,  that  the  sacrificial  mmiMers, 

lays.  (who  were  a  sort  of  intruders  in  the  worriiip 

of  the  new  divinity)  in  their  sdiismatical  de^ 

omediing  wonderful,  that  the  sagacity  voti(m  had  discovered  more  of  hypocrisy  than 

1  the  declaration  and  the  speech  (and,  zeal.     They  charged  them  with  a  concealed 

i  it  goes,  greater  was  never  shown)  resolution  to  persevere  In  what  these  gently 

ave  feiled  to  discover  to  the  writer  and  men  have  (in  perfect  consistency,  indeed,  miA 

eaker,tfie  inseparable  relation  between  themselves,  but  most  irreconcilably,  with  &et 

es  to  tiiis  transaction ;  and  that  nothing  aiid  reason)  called  an  unjust  and  inopoUtic  war. 

aid  to  display  the  imperious  arrogance  That  day  was,  I  fear,  the  fetal  term  of  {local 
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pktriotitm.  On  that  day,  I  femr,  thera  wu  an  aaann  ofStjx,  whichspruifBoatoftfaepM- 
tiid  of  that  narrow  adieine  of  relatioas  called  finindestdepdMic^apoiMMieds^  TbeFrneb 
•IV  ooontry,  with  all  its  pndo,  its  prejudices,  maxims  were  by  these  goitlemea  at  no  tiiM 
and  its  partial  affections.  All  the  litUe  quiet  condemned.  I  speak  of  their  knguafe  ia  tin 
rirulets,  that  watered  an  humble,  a  contracted,  most  moderate  terras.  Thefo  are  rasny  who 
but  not  an  unfiuitiul  field,  are  to  be  lost  in  the  think  that  they  hare  gone  mudi  fiuther ;  tbit 
waste  expanse,  and  boundless,  barren  ocean  they  have  always  magnified  and  extoDed  ths 
of  the  honucide  philanthropy  oTFrance.  It  is  French  maxims ;  that  not  in  the  least  di^fOfU 
bo  longer  an  object  of  terrour,  the  aggrandize-  ed  or  discouraged  by  the  monstrous  erili,  wfaidi 
BKnt  </  a  new  power,  which  teaches  as  a  profes*  have  attended  these  maxims  firom  tiie  raoBMt 
•or  that  philanthropy  in  their  chair ;  whilst  it  of  their  adoption,  both  at  home  and  sbnsd, 
propagates  by  arms,  and  establishes  by  con*  they  still  continue  to  predict,  that  in  doe  tias 
•uest,  the  comprehensive  system  of  universal  they  must  produce  the  greatest  good  to  tin 
watemity.  In  what  light  is  all  this  viewed  in  poor  human  race.  They  obstinately  pernit 
a  great  assembly  ?  The  party  which  takes  in  stating  those  evils  as  matter  of  aocidsnt ;  M 
the  lead  there  has  no  longer  any  apprehensions,  things  whollji  collateral  to  the  system, 
except  those  that  arise  from  not  being  admit-  It  is  observed,  that  this  party  has  new 
ted  to  the  dosest  and  most  confidential  coimec-  spoken  of  an  ai\y  c£  Great  Britain  with 
tions  with  the  metropolis  of  that  fiatemity.  the  smallest  degree  of  respect  or  regaid; 
That  reigning  party  no  longer  touches  on  its  on  the  contrary,  it  has  generaHy  mentkned 
fiivorite  sut^ct,  the  display  of  those  horrours,  them  under  oppn^Mious  appellations,  and  il 
that  must  attend  the  existence  of  a  power,  with  such  terms  of  contempt  or  execrations,  as  nofw 
•uch  dispositions  and  principles,  seated  in  the  had  been  heard  before,  because  no  such  wooU 
heart  of  Europe.  It  is  satisfied  to  find  some  have  formerly  been  permitted  in  our  public  as* 
loose,  ambiguous  expressions  in  its  former  de-  semUies.  The  moment,  however,  that  Uf 
darati^ns,  which  may  set  it  free  fi-oro  its  pro-  of  those  allies  quitted  this  obnoxious  eonnee- 
ftssions  and  engagements.  It  always  speaks  tion,  the  party  has  instantly  passed  an  act  of 
of  peace  with  the  regicides  as  a  great  and  un-  indemnity  and  oblivion  in  their  &vour.  After 
doubted  blessing ;  and  such  a  blessing,  as,  if  ob-  this,  no  sort  of  censure  on  their  conduct;  no 
tained,  promises,  as  much  as  any  human  dis-  imputation  en  their  character !  From  tint 
position  of  things  can  promise,  security  and  moment  their  pardon  was  sealed  in  a  rove- 
pormanoace.  It  holds  out  nothing  at  aU  defi-  rential  and  mysterious  silence.  Widi  tlw 
•ite  towards  this  securi^.  It  only  seeks,  by  gendemen  of  this  minority,  there  is  no  aHy, 
a  restoration,  to  some  of  their  former  owners,  from  one  end  of  Eur(^  to  the  other,  with 
of  some  fragments  of  the  general  wreck  of  Eu-  whom  we  ought  not  be  ashamed  to  act.  The 
rc^te,  to  find  a  plausible  plea  for  a  present  whole  college  of  the  states  of  Europe  is  no  bet* 
retreat  from  an  embarrassing  position.  As  to  ter  than  a  gang  <^  tyrants.  With  them  a9 
tiie  future,  that  party  is  content  to  leave  it,  our  connections  were  broken  off  at  once.  Wt 
covered  ia  a  night  ofthe  most  palpable  obscurity,  ought  to  have  cultivated  France,  and  Franot 
It  never  once  has  entered  into  a  particle  of  alone,  from  the  moment  of  her  revolution.  Oa 
detail  of  what  our  own  situation,  or  that  <^other  that  happy  change,  all  our  dread  of  diat  natka 
powers  must  be,  under  the  blessings  of  the  as  a  power  was  to  oease.  She  became  in  an 
peace  we  seek.  This  defect,  to  my  power,  I  instant  dear  to  our  affections,  and  one  witk 
taMan  to  supply ;  that  if  any  persons  should  our  interests.  All  other  nations  w»  ou|^  tt 
■till  continue  to  think  an  attempt  at  foresight  have  commanded  not  to  trouble  her  sacni 
is  any  part  of  the  duty  of  a  statesman,  I  may  throes,  while  in  labour  to  bring  into  an  bap(7 
eontribute  nqr  trifle  to  the  materials  of  his  birth  her  abundant  litter  of  constitutions.  We 
qteculation.  on^  to  have  acted  under  her  auspices,  iaex* 
As  to  the  other  party^  the  minority  at  to-day,  tending  her  salutary  influence  upon  every  side. 
possibly  the  majority  of  to-morrow,  small  in  From  that  moment  England  and  France  weis 
iiumber  but  fiill  of  talents  and  every  species  of  become  natural  allies,  and  all  the  other  states  nt- 
•nergy,  which  upon  the  avowed  ground  of  being  tural  enemies.  The  whole  face  of  the  world  wal 
more  acceptable  to  France,  is  a  candidate  for  cihanged.  Wliat  was  it  to  us  if  she  acquired 
,  the  helm  of  this  kingdom,  it  has  never  changed  Holland  and  the  Austrian  Netherlands  ?  Bj 
from  the  beginning.  It  has  preserved  a  her  conquests  she  only  enlarged  thespbeie 
rperennial  Cimsistency.  This  would  be  a  never-  of  her  beneficence;  she  ealy  extended  tlie 
failing  source  of  true  glory,  if  springing  fixMn  blessings  of  liberty  to  so  many  <nare  fooIiiUf 
just  and  right ;  but  it  is  traly  dreadfid  if  it  be  reluctant  nations.    What  was  it  to  Ekiglaod, 
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g  these,  among  the  richest  and  roost  riUe ;  that  the  most  cruel  imprisonment  was 

untries  of  the  world  to  her  territo-  (Hily  a  harbinger  of  a  cruel  wad  ignominious 

bereby  left  no  possible  link  of  com-  death ;  and  that  in  this  mother  country  of  free- 

a  between  us  and  any  other  power  dom,  there  were  no  less  than  Thng  kundrtd 

en  we  could  act  against  her  ?    On  ihmuand  at  one   time  in    prisoo.    I  go  no 

^stem  of  optimism,  it  is  so  much  further.    I  instance  only  these  representatioDS 

; — so  much  the  further  are  we  re-  of  the  party  as  starii^  indications  of  partiality 

m  the  ccmtact  with  infectious  despot*  to  that  sect,  to  whose  dominicm  they  would 

>  longer  a  thought  of  a  barrier  in  the  have  left  this  country  nothing  to  oppose  but 

ids  to  Holland  against  France.    All  her  own  naked  Ibrce,  and  consequently  sub- 

Kiiete  policy.    It  is  fit  that  France  jected  us,  on  every  reverse  of  fortune,  to  the 

ive  both  Holland  and  the  Austrian  imminent  danger  of  foiling  under  those  very 

ids  too  as  a  barrier  to  her  against  the  evils  in  that  very  system,  which  are  attributed, 

despotism.    She  cannot  multiply  her  not  to  its  own  nature,  but  to  the  perverseness 

too  much ;  and  as  to  our  security,  of  others.    There  is  nothing  in  the  world  so 

found  in  her's.    Had  we  cherished  difficult  as  to  put  men  in  a  state  of  judicial 

die  beginning,  and  felt  for  her  when  neutrality.    A  leaning  there  must  ever  be, 

she,  pocM*  good  soul,  would  never  had  and  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  any  nation 

ny  foreign  nation ;  never  murdered  to  observe  to  what  side  that  leaning  inclines— 

"eign  and  his  family  ;    never  pro-  whether  to  our  own  community,  or  to  one 

never    exiled,    never    imprisoned,  with  whidi  it  is  in  a  state  (^hostility. 

sen     guilty    of   extrajudicial    mas-  Menarerarely  without  scMne  sympathy  in  die 

ef  legal  murder.    All  would  have  suflferings  of  otfiers ;  but  in  the  imramse  and 

ilden  age,  full  of  peace,  order,  and  diversified  mass  of  human  misery,  which  may 

md  philosophy,  raying  out  from  Eu-  be  pitied,  but  cannot  be  relieved,  in  the  gross, 

Ud  hkve  warmed  and  erJightened  the  the  mind  must  make  a  choice.    Our  sympathy 

:  but  unluckily,  irritable  philosophy,  is  always  more  forcibly  attracted  towards  tibie 

irritable  of  all  diings,  was  put  into  a  misfortunes  of  certain  persons,  and  in  certain 

and  provoked   into  ambition  abroad  descriptions :  and  this  sympathetic  attraction 

my  at  home.     They  find  all  this  very  discovers,  beyond  a  possibility  of  mistake,  our 

nd  very  justifiable.     They  choose  to  mental  affinities,  and  elective  affisctions.    It 

lat  other  nations  struggling  for  free-  is  a  much  surer  proof,  than  the  strongest  decla- 

e  been  attacked  by  their  neighbours ;  ration,  of  a  real  connection  and  of  an  over-ral- 

leir  neighbours  have  otherwise  inter-  ing  bias  in  the  mind.    I  am  told  that  the  active 

their  aftairs.    CMten  have  neighbours  sympathies  of  this  party  have  been  diiefiy,  if 

I  in  &vour  d*  princes  against  their  not  wholly,  attracted  to  the  sufierings  of  the 

I  subjects;  and  often  in  favour  of  sub-  patriarchal  rebels,  who  were  auKmg  tbe  pro- 

linst  their  prince.    Such  cases  fill  mulgators  of  the  maxims  of  the  French  revo- 

laftes  of  history,  yet  never  were  they  lution,  and  who  have  suffered,  from  their  apt 

D  apology,  much  less  as  a  justification,  and  forward  scholars,  some  part  of  the  evib, 

0118  crusty  in  princes,  or  for  general  which  they  had  themselves  to  liberally  distri- 

I  and  oon^cati<Hi  on  the  part  of  revolt-  buted  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  community. 

im ;  never  as  a  politic  cause  for  suffeiv  Some  of  these  men  flying  from  the  knives 

locfa  powers  to  aggrandize  themselves  which  they  had  sharpened  sgairat  their  coun- 

imit  and  vrithout  measure.    A  thou-  try  and  its  laws,  rebdUing  against  the  very 

M  have  vre  seen  it  asserted  in  public  powers  they  had  set  over  themselves  by  their 

d  pamphlets,  that  if  the  nobility  and  rebellion  against  their  sovereign;  given  up  by 

d  of  France  had  staid  at  home,  their  those  very  armies  to  whose  fiiithfiil  attachment 

aev«r  would  have  been  confiscated,  they  trusted  for  their  safety  and  support,  after 

Id  think  that  none  of  the  clergy  had  they  had  completely  debauched  sll  mUitary 

bed  previous  to  their  deportation,  or  fidelity  in  its  source ;  some  of  theee  men,  T  say, 

r  deportation  had,  on  their  part,  been  had  follen  into  the  hands  of  the  head  of  dmt 

iry  act.    One  would  think  that  the  family,  tbe  most  illustrious  person  of  which 

nd^ntry,  and  merchants  and  bankers,  they  had  three  times  cruelly  inqprisoned,  and 

d  at  boine,  had  enjc^ed  their  proper-  delivered  in  that  state  of  captivity  to  dnae 

tnity  and  repose.    The  assertors  of  hands,  fixnoa  vi^ich  they  were  aUe  to  relieve, 

itioni  well  know,  that  the  lot  of  thou-  neither  her,  nor  tibeir  own  neaieat  and  noit 

oremaiaed  at  home  vras fiur  more  tor-  venerable  kindred.    One  of  diese  men,  ooB* 
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■eeted  wiA  tbJB  coantry  by  ao  i  in  ■imIiiii  ii     alyia  ^ca— t,Md  tocBfcy  Aeyiiikyrf 
of  birth  ;  BoC  rehted  to  aoy  dttdagaiabed  &an-     ifafii^hn— eC    On  te  eU  sfMeHmrftAfi 

netf  here;  tffiWMnmn^n  br  bo  wcmoc :  cmlesr'     sdii  pnncipieS}  ns  mnti wg>  ■iflit  BSfSMi 
ad  to  thijaatianbTBoact  orerenexpreanooof     eatided  to  tuMiMwatioa,  md  erea  ia  a  cm- 
lriBdDeai:coayrf  hrmied  ianoleagoeorco— aou     pariaoa  widi  thoae  ofcitixea  LaFl^ellBftot 
caoae;  eabraced  brnolawiarpablicbospitali-     priority  ia  the 
ty;diiaaHawas  tfa«aiilyonetobe£)aad  in  Eo-     aunisterB  bad 
rope,  iawboaefifcToor  the  Britirii  nation,  passing     his  fiivoar,  a 
jndgBMBt,  without  bearing,  on  its  ahnost  only     hooae  of  < 
aOy,  was  to  fcrce,  (and  that  not  by  aoodiii^     to  their  doty.     Iflfaeyhad 
intorposition,  bat  widierery  reproach  for  inho-     tation  to  be  made,  such   a 
manity ,  cruelty,  and  breach  cf  the  laws  cf  war,)     have  added  fcroe  to  it.    If 
from  prison.    We  were  to  release  him  from     thoo^t  adriaeaUe,  the  addreas  of  the 
that  prison  oat  of  which,  in  abase  of  the  lenity     wonld  bare  given  an  additiond  nneliaBtsi 
of  gorenunent  amid  its  rifoor,  and  in  violation     measme,  which  would  hare  been,  indeed,  js» 
of  at    least  an    understood  parole,  he    had     tifiaUe  without  any  other  sanction  dnn  Hseai 
attempted  an  escape ;  an  escape  excusable  if     reason.    But  no.    Nothing  at  al  Kka  ft.  h 
you  win,  but  naturafly  prodnctire  of  strict  and     fiict,  the  merit  of  Sir  Sy<hi^  Smith,  and  hh 
rigilant    confinement.     The    earnestness    of     daim  on  British  compassion,  was  of  a  Iddl 
gentlemen  to  free  this  person  was  the  more     altogether  different  from  that  which  iulaiMled 
extraordinary,  because  there  was  ful  as  little     so  deepty  the  authors  of  the  motion  in  fivov 
in  him  to  raise  admiration,  from  any  eminent     of  citizen  La  Fayette.   In  niy  Inanfals  opiMif 
qualities  he  possessed,  as  there  was  to  excite     Captain  Sir  Sydney  Smith  has  another  sat 
an  interest,  from  any  that  were  amiable.    A     of  merit  with  the  British  nation,  and  mm' 
person,  not  only  of  no  real  ciril  or  literary     thing  of  a  higher  daim  on  Britii^  hmniaitf 
talrats,  but  of  no  specious  appearance  of  eithCT;     than  citizen  La  Fayette.  Faitfafiil,  S6al«as,siil 
and  in  bis  military  profession,  not  marked  as     ardent  in  the  service  of  his  king  and  cooaliy ; 
a  leader  in  any  one  act  of  able  or  soccessfril     frill  of  spirit ;  full  of  resources;  goiagoatofdw 
enterprise— unless  his  leading  on  (or  his  fcUow-     beaten  road,  but  going  right,  because  his  ai> 
ing)  the  aOied  army  of  Amazonian  and  male     common  enterprise  was  not  conducted  by « 
cannibal  Parisians  to  Versailles,  on  the  frmous     vulgar  judgment ; — in  his  |H«le«BioB,  Sir  Bji' 
fifth  of  October,  1789,  is  to  make  his  glory,     ney  Smith  might  be  considered  as  adiadn* 
Any  other  exploit  of  his,  as  a  general,  I  never     guished  person,  if  any  person  ooukl  wefl  bs 
heard  of.    But  the  triumph  of  general  frater-     distinguished  in  a  serrice  in  which  scaieet 
nity,  was  but  the  more  signalized  by  the  total     commander  can  be  named  without  pattmg  yon 
want  of  particular  claims,  in  that  case  ;  and  by     in  mind  of  some  action  of  intrepidity,  skiO,  aad 
postponing  all  such  claims,  in  a  case  where     vigilance,  that  has  given  them  a  fiiir  title  to 
they  really  existed,  where  they  stood  embossed,     contend  with  any  men  and  in  any  age.    Bst 
and  in  a  manner  forced  themselves  on  the  view     I  will  say  nothing  fiurther  of  the  merits  of  Sir 
of  common  short-sighted  benevcrfence.    While,     Sydney  Smith :  the  mortal  animosity  of  the 
for  its  improvement,  the  humanity  of  those     regicide  enemy  supersedes  all  other  panegjrrie. 
gentlemen  was  thus  on  its  travels,  and  had     Their  hatred  is  a  judgment  in  his  &voar  irith- 
got  as  far  off  as  Olroutz,  they  never  thought  of     out  appeal.    At  present  he  is  lodged  in  tlw 
a  place  and  a  person  much  nearer  to  them,  or     tower  of  the  Temple,  the  last  prison  of  Loaii 
of  moving  an  instruction  to  Lord  Malmesbury,     XVI.,  and  the  last  but  one  of  Maria  Antoni- 
bi  favour  of  their  own  suffering  countryman,     etta,  of  Austria ;  the  prison  of  Louis  XVIL ; 
Bir  Sydney  Smith.  the  prison  of  Elizabeth  of  Bourbon.    Tbera 

This  officer,  having  attempted,  with  great  he  lies,  unpitied  by  the  grand  philanthropy,  to 
gallantry,  to  cut  out  a  vessel  from  one  of  the  meditate  upon  the  &te  d[  those  who  are  frith- 
enemy's  harbours,  was  taken  after  an  obsti-  ful  to  their  kin^  and  country.  WhHe  thii 
nate  resistance  ;  such  as  obtained  him  the  prisoner,  secluded  from  intercourse,  was  indolg- 
marked  respect  of  those  who  were  witnesses  ing  in  these  cheering  reflections,  he  might  pot* 
of  his  valour,  and  knew  the  circumstances  in  sibly  have  had  the  further  consolation  of  leara- 
which  it  was  displayed.  Upon  his  arrival  at  ing  (by  means  of  the  insolent  exultation  of  kil 
Paris,  he  was  instantly  thrown  into  prison ;  guards)  that  there  was  an  English  ambassador 
where  the  nature  of  his  situation  will  best  be  at  Paris  ;  he  might  have  had  the  proud  comfort 
understood,  by  knowing,  that  among  its  miU-  of  hearing  that  this  ambas8ad<n-had  thehonoor 
gaium»,  was  the  permission  to  walk  occasion-     of  passing  his  mornings  in  respectfril  attendanca 
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of  a  regicide  pettifogger :  and  that  tice,  rejected  supplicatioti,  patience  goaded 
Ib  tbe  evMiieg  he  relaxed  in  the  amuaenientfl  into  fury,  would  have  poured  out  all  the  length 
if  lb»  opera,  and  in  the  spectacle  of  an  audi-  of  the  reins  upon  all  the  wrath  which  they  had 
■Bca   totally  new )  an  audience  in  which  he  so  long  restrained.    It  might  have  been  ex- 
had   the  pleasure  of  seeing  about  him  not  a  pected,  that  emulous  of  the  glory  of  the  youth- 
riogla  6ce  that  he  could  formerly  have  known  ful  hero'*'  in  alliance  with  him,  touched  by  the 
■I  Paris;  bat  in  the  place  of  that  company,  one  example  of  what  one  man,  well  formed  and 
more  than  equal  to  it  in  display  of  gaiety,  well  placed,  may  do  in  the  most  desperate  state 
and  luxuiy  ;  a  set  of  abandoned  of  affairs,  convinced  there  is  a  courage  of  the 
aqnandering  in    insolent  riot   the  cabinet  full  as  powerful,  and  far  less  vulgar 
at  their  bleeding  country.    A  subject  of  than  that  of  the  field,  our  minister  would  have 
reflection  both  to  the  prisoner  and  to  changed  the  whole  line  of  that  unprosperous 
Ihe  ambassador.  prudence,  which  hitherto  had  produced  all  the 
Whether  all  the  matter  upon  which  I  have  effects  of  the  blindest  temerity.    If  he  found 
gwwBded  my  <^inion  of  this  last  party  be  fully  his  situation  full  of  danger,  (and  I  do  not  deny 
•mheBticated  or  not,  must  be  lefl  to  those  who  that  it  is  perilous  in  the  extreme)  he  must  feel 
kaive  had  tiie  opportunity  of  a  nearer  view  of  that  it  is  also  full  of  glory ;  and  that  he  is 
in  eonduct,  and  who  have  been  more  attentive  placed  on  a  stage,  than  which  no  muse  of  fire 
istfieir  perusal  of  the  writings,  which  have  that  had  ascended  the  highest  heaven  of  in ven- 
■fpeawd  in  its  fiivour.    But  for  my  part,  I  tion,  could  imagine  any  thing  more  awful  and 
htve  nerer  heard  the  gross  &cts  on  which  I  august.    It  was  hoped,  that  in  the  swelling 
gnmnd  my  idea  of  their  marked  partiality  to  scene,  in  which  he  moved  with  some  <^  the 
tb0  reigning  tyranny  in  France,  in  any  part,  first  potentates  of  Europe  for  his  fellow  actors, 
daaled.    I  am  not  surprised  at  all  this.    Opin-  and  with  so  many  of  the  rest  for  the  anxious 
kas,  as  they  sometimes  foUow,  so  they  fre-  spectators  of  a  part,  which,  as  he  plays  it,  de- 
^pMotly  guide  and  direct  the  affections ;  and  termines  forever  their  destiny  and  his  own, 
1MB  may  become  more  attached  to  the  country  like  Ulysses,  in  the  unravelling  point  of  the 
if  tfieir  principles,  than  to  the  country  of  their  epic  story,  he  would  have  thrown  off  his  pa- 
birth.    What  I  have  stated  here  is  only  to  tience  and  his  rags  together ;  and  stripped  of 
■uk  die  spirit  whidi  seems  to  roe,  though  in  unworthy  disguises,  he  would  have  stood  forth 
somewhat  difllerent  ways,  to  actuate  our  great  in  the  form,  and  in  the  attitude  of  an  hero. 
]iirty4eaders ;  and  to  trace  this  first  pattern  of  On  that  day,  it  was  thought  he  wouU  have  as- 
a  aegotiatioii  to  its  true  source.  sumed  the  port  of  Mars ;  that  he  would  bid  to 
Such  is  the  present  state  of  our  public  coun-  be  brought  forth  from  their  hideoos  kennel 
eii.    Wen  might  I  be  ashamed  of  what  seems  (where  his  scrupulous  tenderness  had  too  k>ng 
tsbe  a  censure  of  two  great  factions,  with  the  immured  them)  those  impatient  dogs  of  war, 
two  moat  eloquMit  men,  which  this  country  whosR  fierce  regards  affright  even  the  minister 
erer  saw,  at  die  head  of  them,  if  I  had  found  of  vengeance  that  feeds  them ;  that  he  would 
that  either  of  them  could  support  their  conduct  let  them  loose,  in  famine,  fever,  plagues,  and 
fcjr  any  example  in  the  history  of  their  country,  death  upon  a  guilty  race,  to  whose  frame,  and 
I  dioakl  very  much  prefer  their  judgment  to  to  all  whose  habit,  order,  peace,  religion,  and 
■J  own,  if  I  were  not  obliged,  by  an  infinitely  virtue,  are  alien  and  abhorrent.     It  was  ex- 
•verbalancing  weight  ofauthority,  to  prefer  the  pected  that  he  would  at  last  have  thought  of 
colected  wisdom  dT  ages  to  the  abilities  of  any  active  and  effectual  war;  that  he  would  no 
hPO  men  living.    I  return  to  the  declaration,  longer  amuse  the  British  linn  in  the  chase  of 
with  which  the  history  of  the  abortion  of  a  mice  and  rats ;  that  he  would  no  longer  employ 
ttetly  with  the  regicides  is  closed.  the  whole  naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  once 
After  such  an  elaborate  display  had  been  the  (errour  of  the  world,  to  prey  upon  the  mis- 
fliade  of  the  injustice  and  insolence  of  an  ene-  erable  remains  of  a  peddling  commerce,  which 
■jr,  who  seems  to  have  been  irritated  by  every  the  enemy  did  not  regard,  and  from  which  none 
one  of  the  means,  which  had  been  commonly  could  profit.     It  was  expected  that  he  would 
oied  with  effect  to  soothe  the  rage  of  intern-  have  re-asserted  whatever  remained  to  him  of 
perate  power,  the  natural  result  would  be,  that  his  allies,  and  endeavoured   to  recover  those 
the  scabbaid,  in  which  we  in  vain  attempted  to  whom  their  fears  had  led  astray ;  tliat  he  would 
pkmge  oar  swoid,  shouM  have  been  thrown  have  re-kindled  the  martial  ardour  of  his  citi- 
away  with  scorn.    It  would  have  been  natural,  xens ;  that  he  would  have  held  out  to  them  the 
that,  rising  in  the  fuhiess  of  their  might,  in- 
nited  mi^esty,  despised  dignity,  violated  jus-  *  The  Archduke  Charles  of  Austria. 
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example  of  their  aacestrjr,  the  aMertor  of  Eu-  in  the  deekntioa  gave  rooa  to  tipeel,  ii 

rope,  and  the  scourge  of  French  ambition ;  that  which  troe  .wiadbn  wookl  ham.di8lilii 

that  he  would  have  reminded  them  of  a  poster-  under  the  impresskn  of  those  genuiBe  feeBa^ 

itjt  which  if  this  nefarious  robbery,  under  the  Never  was  there  a  jar  or  discoid,  bstswi 

fraudulent  name  and&lse  colour  ofa  government,  genuine  sentiment  and  sound  policj.    Nei«i 

iriiould  in  full  power  be  seated  in  the  heart  of  no,  never  did  nature  say  one  thing  and  wiiiHi 

Europe,  must  for  ever  be  consigned  to  vice,  say  another.     Nor  are  sentiments  of  efentia 

impiety,  barbarism,  and  the  most  ignominious  in  themselves  turgid  and  unnaluraL    NsiM 

dkvery  of  body  and  mind.    In  so  holy  a  cause  is  never  more  truly  herself  than  in  her  fnaif 

it  was  presumed,  that  he  would  (as  in  the  be-  est  form.    The  Apollo  (^  Belvedere  (if  (b 

ginning  of  the  war  be  did)  have  opened  all  the  universal  robber  has  yet  \eh  him  at  Befaradm^ 

temples ;  and  with  prayer,  with  festing,  and  is  as  much  in  nature,  as  any  figure  fam  m 

with  supplication  (better  directed  than  to  the  pencil  of  Rembrandt,  or  any  down  in  ^liir 

grim  Moloch  of  regicide  in  France,)  have  tic  reveb  of  Teniers.    Indeed  it  is  wfcit  t 

called  upon  us  to  raise  that  united  cry,  which  great  nation  is  in  great  difficulties,  dat  tKHk 

has  so  often  stormed  Heaven,  and  with  a  pious  must  exalt  themsdves  to  the  occanao,  cr  il  ii 

violence  finced  down  blessings  upon  a  repentant  lost.    Strong  passion  under  die  direataon  tf  • 

people.    It  was  hoped  that  when  he  had  in-  feeble  reason  feeds  a  low  fever,  which  Mifa| 

voked  upon  his  endeavours  the  favourable  re-  only  to  destroy  the  body  that  entertaiii  ik 

gard  of  the  Protector  of  the  human  race,  it  But  vehement  passion  doss  not  always  inii* 

would  be  seen  that  his  menaces  to  the  enemy,  cate  an  infirm  judgment.     It  often  aoooo^ 

and  bis  prayers  to  the  Almighty,  were  not  feU  nies,  and  actuates,  and  is  even  auxiliaiy  tot 

lowed,  but  accompanied,  with  correspcmdent  powerful  understanding.;  and  when  ibej  bodi 

action.     It  was  hoped  that  his  shrilling  tninw  conspire  and  act  harmoniously,  their  foroe  ii 

pet  should  be  heard,  not  to  announce  a  shew,  great  to  destroy  disorder  witlun,  and  to  repd 

but  to  sound  a  charge.  iqjury  from  abroad.    If  ever  there  was  a  tine 

Such  a  condusion  to  such  a  declaraticm  and  that  calls  on  us  (or  no  vulgar  conceptkA  of 

such  a  speech,  would  have  been  a  thing  of  things,  and  fer  exertions  in  no  vulgar  stian, 

course ;  so  much  a  thing  of  course,  that  I  will  it  is  the  awful  hour  that  Providence  has  wnr 

be  bold  to  say,  if  in  any  ancient  history,  the  appointed  to  this  nation.    Every  little  ineic 

Roman  for  instance,  (supposing  that  in  Rome  sure  is  a  great  errour ;  and  every  great  errour 

the  matter  of  such  a  detail  could  have  been  will  bring  on  no  small  ruin.    Nothing  can  bs 

furnished)  a  consul  had  gone  through  such  a  directed  above  the  mark  that  we  must  aim  it: 

laag  train  of  proceedings,  and  that  there  was  a  every  thing  below  it  is  absolutely  thrown  away, 
chasm  in  the  manuscripts  by  which  we  had         Except  with  the  addition  of  the  udieard-cf 

bst  the  conclusiun  of  the  speech  and  the  sub-  insult  offered  to  our  ambassador  by  his  rads 

sequent  part  of  the  narrative,  all  critics  wouki  expulsion,  we  are  never  to  ferget  that  the  pdat 

agree,  that  a  Freiruhemiut  would  have  been  on  which  the  negotiation  with  De  U  Croix 

thought  to  have  managed  the  supplementary  broke  off,  was  exactly  that  which  had  stifled 

business  of  a  continuator  roost  unskilfully,  and  in  its  cradle  the  negotiation  we  had  attempted 

to  have  supplied  the  hiatus  most  improbably,  with  Barth6l6my.    Each  of  these  transac- 

if  he  had  not  filled  up  the  gaping  space,  in  a  tions,  concluded  with  a  manifesto  upon  oar 

manner  somewhat  similar  (Uiough  better  exe-  part :  but  the  last  of  our  manifestoes  very  ma- 

cuted)  to  what  I  have  imagined.    But  too  terially  differed    from    the  first.     The  finrt 

oflen  different  is  rational  conjecture  from  me-  declaration  stated,  that  "  nothing  wa$  Uft  bat 

lancholy  fiict.     This  exordium,  as  contrary  to  to  prosecute  a  war  equally  jtut  and  neeesuryJ' 

all  the  rules  of  rhetoric,  as  to  those  more  es-  In  the  second,  the  justice  and  necessi^  of  the 

sential  rules  of  policy  which  our  situation  war  is  dropped ;  the  sentence  importing  that 

would  dictate,  is  intended  as  a  prelude  to  a  nothing  was  lefl  but  the  prosecution  of  such  a 

deadening  and  disheartening  proposition ;  as  if  war,  disappears  also.    Instead  of  this  resob- 

all  that  a  minister  had  to  fear  in  a  war  of  his  tion  to  prosecute  the  'war,  we  sink  into  a 

own  conducting,  was,  that  the  people  should  whining  lamentation  on  the  abrupt  terminatioa 

pursue  it  with  too  ardent  a  zeal.    Such  a  of  the  treaty.    We  have  nothing  left  but  die 

tone,  as  I  guessed  the  minister  would  have  last  resource  of  female  weakness,  of  he^ilesf 

taken,  I  am  very  sure,  is  the  true,  unsubomed,  infancy,  <^  doting  decrepitude,— wailing  and 

unsophisticated  language  of  genuine  natural  lamentation.    We  cannot  even  utter  a  seod- 

feeling  under  the  smart  of  patience  exhausted  ment  (^vigour—"  his  majesty  has  only  to  1a- 

and  abused.    Such  a  conduct  as  the  facts  stated  ment."    A  poor  possession,  to  be  kA  to  t 
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duurck !    Maik  the  effect  produced  od  tiation  without  any  sort  of  regard  to  them ; 

Dciis  by  coDtinued  iDsoleoce,  and  inve-  and  there  is  no  new  negotiation,  which  we  can 

MMStility  !     We  grow  more  malleahle  possibly  open  upon  fewer  indications  of  con- 

leir  blows.    In  reverential  silence,  we  ciliation  and  equity,  than  were  to  be  discoyei^ 

-  the  cause  and  origin  of  the  war.     On  ed,  when  we  entered  into  oar  last  at  Paris, 

odamental  article  of  faith,  we  leave  Any  of  the  slightest  pretences,  any  of  the  moat 

ae  to  abound  in  his  own  sense.    In  the  loose,  formal,  equivocatii^  expressions,  would 

r^s  speech,  glossing  on  the  declaration,  justify  us  under  the  peroration  of  this  peace, 

leed  mentioned ;  but  very  feebly.     The  in  again  sending  the  last,  or  some  other  Lord 

-e  so  &indy  drawn  as  hardly  to  be  tra-  Malmesbury  to  Paris. 

?hey  only  make  a  part  of  our  comcIof-  I  hope  I  misunderstand  this  fdedge ',  or  that 

he  circumstances  which  we  so  ddefuUy  we  shall  show  no  more  regard  to  it,  than  we 

We  rest  our  merits  on  the  humility,  have  dcme    to    all    the  fiiith  that  we  have 

lestness  d"  solicitation,  and  the  perfect  plighted  to  vigour  and  rescrfution,  in  our  fiw- 

ith  of  those  submissions,  which  have  mer   dedaraticm.    If   I    am    to   understand 

ed  to  persuade  our  regicide  enemies  to  the  conclusion  of  the  declaration  to  be  what 

i-some  sort  of  peace.    Not  a  word  is  unfortunately  it  seems  to  me,  we  make  an  en- 

tiich  mi|^t  not  have  been  full  as  well  gagement  with  the  enemy,  without  any  cot- 

id  much  better  too,  if  the  British  na-  respondent    engagement  on    his    side.    We 

1  appeared  in  the  simple  character  of  a  seem  to  have  cut  ourselves  off  from  any  bene- 

t  convinced  of  his  errours  and  offences,  fit    which    an  intermediate  state  of  things 

>ring  by  penances,  by  pilgrimages,  and  might  furnish  to  enable  us  totally  to  overturn 

he  modes  of  expiation  ever  devised  by  that  power,  so  little  connected  with  modera- 

restless  guilt,  to  make  all  the  atone-  tion  and  justice.    By  holding  out  no  hope,  ei- 

his  miserable  power.  ther  to  the  justly  discontented  in  France,  or 

declaration  ends  as  I  have  befere  quo-  to  any  foreign  power,  and  leaving  the  re-com- 

with  a  sdemn  vduntary  pledge,  the  mencement  of  all  treaty  to  this  identical  junto 

lU  and  the  most  solenm  that  ever  was  of  assassins,  we  do  in  effect  assure  and  gua- 

f  our  resolution  (if  so  it  may  be  called)  rantee  to  them,  the  full  possession  of  the  rich 

'  again  into  the  very  same  course.     It  fruitsof  their  confiscati(»is,  of  their  murders  of 

B  nothing  more  d*  the  regicides,  than  to  men,  women,  and  children,  and  of  all  the  mul- 

•ome  sort  of  excuse,  some  sort  of  co-  tiplied,  endless,  namele&s  iniquities  by  which 

I  pretext,  fi>r  our  renewing  the  suppli-  they  have  obtained  their  power.   We  guaran- 

df  innocence  at  the  feet  of  guilt     It  tee  to  them  the  possession  of  a  country,  such 

the  mcHnent  of  negotiation,  a   most  and  so  situated  as  France,  round,  entire,  im- 

int  moment,  to  the  choice  of  the  enemy,  mensely  perhaps  augmented. 

to  regulate  it  according  to  the  conve-  Well !  some  will  say,  in  this  case  we  have 

of  his  affairs.    He  is  to  bring  it  ferward  only  submitted  to  the  nature  of  things.     The 

time  when  it  may  best  serve  to  establish  nature  of  things  is,  I  admit,  a  sturdy  adver- 

lonty  at  home,  and  to  extend  his  power  aary.     This  might  be  alleged  as  a  plea  for  our 

A  dangerous  assurance  for  this  na-  attempt  at  a  treaty.    But  what  plea  of  that 

give,  whether  it  is  broken  or  whether  kind  can  be  alleged,  afier  the  treaty  was  dead 

pt.    As  all  treaty  was  broken  off,  and  and  gone,  in  favour  of  this  posthumous  deda- 

off  in  the  manner  we  have  seen,  the  ration  ?    No  necessity  has  driven  us  to  that 

fblure  conduct  ought  to  be  reserved  &ee  pledge.    It  is  without  a  counterpart  even  in 

Dcumbered  to  our  future  discretion.    As  expectation.    And  what  can  be  stated  to  ob- 

Mt  of  ccmdition  prefixed  to  the  pledge,  viate  the  evil  which  that  solitary  engagement 

,  "  that  the  enemy  should  be  disposed  must  produce  on  the   understanding  or  tibe 

r  into  the  work  of  general  pacification  fears  of  men  ?  1  ask,  what  have  the  regicides 

eopirit  of  reconciliation  and  equity,"  promised  you  in  return,  in  case  you  should 

raseology  ccmnot  possibly  be  considered  shew  what   they  wouki  call  dispositions  to 

«e,  than  as  so  many  words  thrown  in  conciliation  and  equity,  whilst  you  are  giving 

M.  sentence,  and  to  round  it  to  the  ear.  that  pledge  fix>m  the  throne,  and  engaging  par^ 

^fized  the  same  pkusible  conditions  to  liament  to  counter-secure  it  ?    It  is  an  awful 

towal  of  the  negotiation,  in  our  mani-  consideration.    It  was  on  the  very  day  of  the 

.  tlie  rejection  of  our  proposals  at  Basle,  date  of  this  wonderfol  pledge,*  in  which  we 
1  Dot  omaider  those  conditicms  as  bind- 

Ve  opened  a  much  more -serious  nego-  *  Dec.  97,  170& 
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ufuiDed  the  directorial  gor  enmieot  as  faiwfbl,  pleJgM 

•fldinwhichweeogmgeduuraelrestotreatwidi  eoaiiieqpMt;aadiftilMjlMid,  dMcaeaqf't 

them  wbenerer  they  pleased  ;  it  was  oc  that  duct  cancds  mdi  decbralioo* ;  and  1  Mali 

Tory  day,  the  regicide  fleet  was  weighing  an-  along  with  diem,  caneeb  eveij  thing  <fMi» 

tiyor  from  one  of  your  harbours,  where  it  had  chief  and  dirfiwwnf  diat  diej  contain. 

remained  four  days  in  perfect  quiet.     These  There  ia  one  tiling  in  diia  boaineM 

harbours  of  the  British  doniinioos  are  tiie  appears  to  be  wiiolly  inincOTainrahlf»|  i 

ports  of  France.     They  are  of  no  use  bat  to  oountabie,  on  a  aoppoailioo  I  dare  not 

protect  an  enemy  from  our  beat  aUies,  tiie  tain  for  a  moment.      I  camwK  help 

atorms  c^  Heaven,   and   his  own   rashness.  Why  al  this  pains,  to  dear  die  Britid 

Had  the  IVeat  of  Ireland  been  an  unportuoua  of  ambitian,  parBdy,  and  the  inaadale  tIM 

coast,  Uie  French  naval  power  would  have  of  war?     At  what  period  of  tinw  was  it fhd 

been  undone.     The  enemy  uses  the  moment  oar  coantrr  has  deaenred  that  load  of  whaft 

tor  hostility,  wiitiout  the  least  regard  to  yoar  of  whidi  nothing  bat  preteraatnralboBHfiitiai 

future  dLiposiiion  of  equity  and  conciliation,  in  language  and  coaidact  can  aerra  to  dnr 

They  go  out  of  what  were  oDce  your  harbours,  Qs?    If  we  have  demmnd  diia  kind  sf  ell 

and  they  return  to  them  at  their  pleasure,  fame  from  any  diing  we  have  done  ia  a  MH 

Eleven  days  they  had  the  full  use  df  Bantiy  of  prosperity,  I  am  sore  that  it  ia  not  aadJMt 

Bay,  and  at  length  their  fleet  returns  from  condoct  in  advonty  that  can  dear  oar  nift» 

their  harbour  of  Bantry  to  their  harbour  of  tation.    Wdl  is  it  known  that  amhifina  cm 

Brest.      Whilst  you  are  invoking   the  pro-  creep  as  well  as  soar.    The  pride  of  no  p»* 

pitious  spirit  of  regicide  equity  and  concilia-  son  in  a  floarishing  condition  is  more  joidf 

tion,  they  answer  you  with  an  attack.     Th^  to  be  dreaded  than  that  of  him  who  is  bmi 

turn  out  the  pacific  bearer  of  your  "  bow  do  and  cringing  onder  a  doabdbl  and  napntfth 

you  does,**  Lord  Malmesbury  ;  and  they  re-  oas  fortune.    But  it  aeema  that  it  was  flno^ 

turn  your  visit,  and  their  '*  thanks  fur  your  necessary  to  give  some  out-oMie-way  fMk 

obliging  inquiries,"  by  their  old  practised  as-  of  oar  sincerity,  as  wdl  as  of  ov  fieedoa 

•assin  Hoche.   They  come  to  attack — What  ?  from  ambition.    Is  then  fi«cid  and  fiMwol 

A  town,  a  fort,  a  naval  station  ?     They  come  become  the  distinctive  character  of  Eaglidl* 

to  attack  your  king,  your  constitution,  and  the  men  ?    Whenever  yoar  enemy  diooeee  to  ae> 

very  being  of  that   parliament,   which  was  ciise  you  of  perfidy  and  iD  fiddi,  wfllyoa  pet  il 

holding  out  to  them  these  pledges,  together  into  his  power  to  throw  you  into  the  pmfil^ 

with  the  entireness  of  the  empire,  the  laws,  ry  of  selPiumiliation  ?    Is  his  diarge  eqail 

liberties,  and  properties  of  all  the  peof^e.   We  to  the  finding  of  the  grand  jary  of  Eoropei 

knew  that  they  meditated  the  very  same  inva-  and  sufficient  to  pat  yoo  upon  your  tridlt 

sion,  and  for  the  very  same  purposes,  upon  But  on  that  trial  I  will  defend  the  EofjKil 

this  kingdom ;  and  had  the  coast  been  as  op-  ministry.    I  am  sorry  that  on  aome  poHli 

portune,  would  have  effected  it.  I  have,  on  the  fNrinciples  I  have  ahraye  ef* 

While  you  are  in  vain  torturing  your  in-  posed,  so  good  a  defence  to  make.    TlHf 

vention  to  assure  them  of  your  sincerity  and  were  not  the  first  to  begin  the  war.   They  ol 

good  faith,  they  have  left  no  doubt  concerning  not  excite  the  gmieral  confederacy  in  Eorcfii 

iheir  good  faith,  and  their  sincerity  towards  which  was  so  properly  formed  on  the  ahifl 

those  to  whom  they  have  engaged  their  ho-  given  by  the  jacobinism  of  France.    Tlwf 

nour.     To  their  power  they  have  been  true  to  did  not  begin  with  an  hostile  aggreasioo  on  fill 

the  only  pledge  they  have  ever  yet  given  to  you,  regicides  or  any  of  their  allies.     These  par* 

or  to  any  of  yours,  I  mean  the  solemn  engage-  ricides  of  their    own   country,  discipUaiBg 

ment  which  they  entered  into  with  the  depu-  themselves  for  foreign  by  domestic  noleoeii 

tation  of  traitors  who  appeared  at  their  bar,  were  the  first  to  attack  a  power  that  was  vm 

from  England  and  from  Ireland  in  1792.  They  ally,  by  nature,  by  habit,  and  by  the  saocdoa 

have  been  true  and  faithful  to  the  engagement  of  multiplied  treaties.    Is  it  not  true,  tlnK 

which  thuy  had  made  more  largely;  that  is,  their  they  were  the  first  to  dedare  war  npoa  tidi 

engagement  to  give  effectual  aid  to  insurrection  kingdom  ?    Is  every  word  in  the  dedaitdoa 

and  treason,  wherever  they  might  appear  in  from  Downing-street,  concerning  their  eoB* 

the  woHd.    We  have  seen  the  British  decla-  duct,  and  concerning  oars  and  tfaflit  of  oard> 

ration.     This  is  the  counter-declaration  of  the  lies,  so  obvioariy  felae,  that  it  ia  necaemiy  li 

directory.     This    is    the    reciprocal    pledge  give  some  new  invented  proofe  of  tm  fjfipi 

which  regicide  amity  gives  to  the  conciliatory  fiiith  in  order  to  expunge  die  meiory  w  4 

pledges  of  kings!    But,    thank  God,  such  this  perfidy  f 
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tdMW  that  orer-Iabouriog  a  point  of  enemies  of  kings,  and  the  meek  patience  of  a 

d,  has  the  direct  contrary  effect  from  British  administratis  ?    In  what  heart  is  it 

e  wish.    We  know  that  there  is  a  le-  intended  to  kindle  pity  towards  our  multiplied 

umption  against  men  quando  ae  nimis  mortifications  and  disgraces  ?    At  best  it  is 

«<,*  and  if  a  charge  of  ambition  is  not  superfluous.     What  nation  is  unacquainted 

by  an  affected  humility,  certainly  the  with   the  haughty  disposition  of  the  common 

>r  of  fraud  and  perhdy  is  still  less  to  be  enemy  of  all  nations '/    It  has  been  more  than 

away  by  indications  of  meanness,  seen,  it  has  been  felt ;  not  only  by  those  who 

and  prevarication  are  servile  vices,  have  been  the  victims  of  their  imperious  rapa- 

xnetimes  grow  out  of  the  necessities,  city,  but,  in  a  degree,  by  those  very  powers 

out  of  the  habits  of  slavish  and  dcge-  who  have  consented  to  establish  this  robbery, 

pirits :  and  on  the  theatre  of  the  workl,  that  they  might  be  able  to  copy  it,  with  the 

by  assuming  the  mask  of  a  Davus  or  impunity  to  make  new  usurpations  of  their  own. 

that  an  actor  will  obtain  credit  for  The  king  of  Prussia  has  hypothecated  in  trust 

implicity  and  a  liberal  openness  of  pro-  to  the  regicides  his  rich  and  fertile  territories 

It  is  an  erect  countenance  ;  it  is  a  on  the  Rhine,  as  a  pledge  of  his  zeal  of  afieo> 

lerence  to  principle ;  it  is  a  power  of  tion  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  equality.    He 

I  &lse  shame  and  frivolous  fear,  that  has  seen  them  robbed  with  unbounded  liberty, 

or  good  feiih  and  honour,  and  assure  and  with  the  most  levelling  equality.     The 

le  cooBdence  of  mankind.     Therefore  woods  are  wasted ;   the  country  is  ravaged ; 

negotiations,  and  all  the  declarations  property  is  confiscated ;  and  the  people  are  pat 

lidi  they  are  preceded  and  feUowed,  to  bear  a  double  yoke,  in  the  exactions  of  a 

'  servo  to  raise  presumptions  against  tyrannical  government  and  in  the  contributions 

d  &ith  and  public  integrity,  the  fame  of  an  hostile  irruption.     Is   it  to  satisfy  the 

1  to  preserve  inviolate  is  fo  much  the  court  of  Berlin,  that  the  court  of  London  is  to 

and  duty  of  every  nation.  give  the  same  sort  of  pledge  of  its  sincerity  and 

edge  is  an  engagement  to  "  all  Europe.'*  good  faith  to  the  French  directory  ?     It  is  not 

the  more  extraordinary,  because  it  is  that  heart  full  of  sensibility,— -it  isnotLucche- 

,  which  no  power  in  Europe,  whom  I  sini,  the  minister  of  his  Prussian  Majesty,  the 

:  heard  of,  has  thought  proper  to  require  late  ally  of  England,  and  the  present  ally  of  its 

snds.    I  am  not  in  the  secrets  of  office;  enemy,  who  has  demanded  this  pledge  of  our 

efiire  I  may  be  excused  fer  proceeding  sincerity,  as  (he  price  of  rc-newal  of  the  long 

^olwbilities  and  exteriour  indications,  lease  of  his  sincere  friendship  to  this  kingdom, 

surveyed  all  Europe  from  the  east  to  It  is  not  to  our  enemy,  the  now  feithfiil  ally 

:,  from  the  north  to  the  south,  in  search  of  regicide,  late  the  faithful  ally  of  Great  Bri- 

ill  upon  us  to  purge  ourselves  of*' subtle  tian,  the  Catholic  king,  that  we  address  our 

f  and  a  punie  style"  in  our  proceedings,  doleful  lamentation :  it  is  not  to  the  Prince  qf 

lot  heard  that  his  excellency  the  Otto-  Peaeey  whose  declaration  of  war  was  one  of 

iMMsador  has  expressed  his  doubts  of  the  first  auspicious  omens  of  general  tranqnilli- 

ish  sincerity  in  our  negotiation  with  the  ty,  which  our  dove-like  ambassador,  with  the 

christian  republic  lately  set  up  at  our  olive  branch  in  his  beak,  was  saluted  with  at 

¥hat  sympathy,  in  that  quarter,  may  his  entrance  into  the  ark  of  clean  birds  at 

rodoced  a  remonstrance  upon  the  want  Paris. 

n  this  nation,  I  cannot  positively  say.  Surely  it  is  not  to  the  Tetrarch  of  Sardinia, 

zitts,  it  is  in  Turkish  or  Arabic,  and  now  the  feithful  ally  <^a  power  who  has  seixed 

is  not  yet  translated.   But  none  of  the  upon  all  his  fortresses,  and  confiscated  the  old- 

irhich  compose  the  old  christian  world  est  dominions  of  his  house ;  it  is  not  to  this 

yet  heard  as  calling  upon  us  for  those  once  powerful,  once  respected,  and  once  che- 

pnrgations  and  ordeals,  by  fire  and  rished  ally  of  Great  Britain,  that  we  mean  to 

rhidi  we  have  chosen  to  go  through ;—  prove  the  sincerity  of  the  peace  which  we  offer- 

Iber  great  proof,  by  battle,  we  seem  to  ed  to  make  at  his  expense.    Or  is  it  to  him 

we  are  to  prove  the  arrogance  of  the  power 

rhose  use,  entertainment,  or  instruo-  who,  under  the  name  of  fi-iend,  oppresses  him, 

■n  those  overstrained  and  over-laboured  and  the  poor  remains  of  his  subjects,  with  all 

ings  in  council,  in  negotiation,  and  in  the  ferocity  of  the  most  cruel  enemy  ? 

•  io   parliament,  intended  ?     What  It  is  not  to  Holland,  under  the  name  of  an 

huMt  is  to  be  enriched  with  these  high-  ally,  kid  under  a  permanent  roiUtary  oontribu- 

pictures  of  the  arrogance  of  the  sworn  tion,  filled  with  their  double  garrison  of  barba- 


i; 
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rou0  jacobin  troops,  and  ten  times  more  barba-  noslfloarifllunf  ferdieir  extent)  of aldw 

rous  jacobin  clubs  and  assemblies,  that  we  tries  upon  earth,  that  we  are  to  prove  the  at  i 

find  ourselves  obliged  to  give  this  pledge.  oeritj  of  our  resoludoo  to  make  peace  with  lb   r 

Is  ii  to  Genoa,  that  we  make  this  kind  pro-  republic  of  barbarism  ?     That  TeiMtaUe  pol» 

mise  ;  a  state  which  the  regicides  were  to  de-  tate  and  pontifl*,  is  sunk  ^ep  into  the  nJeof 

fend  in  a  favourable  neutrality,  but  whose  neu-  years ;  he  is   half  disarmed  by  his  fOMoM 

trality  has  been,  by  the  gentle  influence  of  ja^-  character ;  his  dominions  axe  more  than  failf^ 

cxAAn  authority,  forced  into  the  trammels  of  an  armed  by  a  peace  of  two  hundred  years,  diM- 

alliance  ;  whose  alliance  has  been  secured  by  ed  as  they  were,  not  by  Ibroe  but  by  reTeraM; 

the  admission  of  French  garrisons ;  and  whose  yet  in  all  these  straits,  we  see  him  diipliji 

peace  has  been  for  ever  ratified  by  a  forced  amid  the  recent  ruios  and  the  new  defikeMMk 

declaration  of  war  against  ourselves  ?  of  his  plundered  capital,  along  with  tbsMUl 

It  is  not  the  grand  duke  d[  Tuscany  who  and  decorated  piety  of  the  modem,  al  tb 

claims  this  declaration ;  not  the  grand  duke,  spirit  and  roaf;nanimil^  of  ancient  BflMi 

who  ibr  his  early  sincerity,  for  his  bve  of  peace,  Does  he,  who,  thou^  himaelf  unable  to  Mai 

and  for  his  entire  confidence  in  the  amity  of  them,  nobly  r^sed  to  receive  peconiaiyeaB' 

the  assassins  of  his  house,  has  been  compli-  pensations  for  the  protection  he  owed  U>  )k 

mented  in  the  British  paiiiament  with  the  name  peof^  of  Avignon,  Carpentras,  and  die  Ymv 

of  "  the  voisest  sovereign  in  Europe :" — It  is  isin ;— does  he  want  prooft  of  our  good  diip^ 

not  this  pacific  Solomon,  or  his  philosophic  sition  to  deliver  over  that  people,  without  tti 

cudgelled  ministry,  cudgelled  by  £nglish  and  security  for  them,  or  any  compensattM  t$ 

by  French,  whose  wisdom  and  philosophy  be-  their  sovereign,  to  this  cruel  enemy  ?    Dom 

tween  them,  have  placed  Leghorn  in  the  hands  he  want  to  he  satisfied  of  the  sinoeri^  of  o« 

of  the  enemy  of  the  Austrian  fimiily,  and  driven  humiliation  to  France,  who  hat  seen  hii  fM, 

the  only  profitable  commerce  of  Tuscany  from  fertile  and  hqipy  city  and  state  of  BobgMi 

its  only  port.    It  is  not  this  sovereign,  a  for  the  cradle  of  regenerated  law,  the  seat  of  ici* 

more  id)le  statesman  than  any  of  the  Medtd  in  ences  and  of  arts,  so  hideously  metamorphosBd, 

whose  chair  he  sits :  it  is  not  the  philosopher  while  he  was  crying  to  Great  Britain  for  nif 

CarletUf  more  ably  speculative  than  GaUileOf  and  dOfering  to  purdiaae  that  aid  at  any  prini 

more  profoundly  politic  than  Machiavelj  that  Is  it  him,  who  sees  that  chosen  spot  of  pkntf 

call  upon  us  so  loudly  to  give  the  same  happy  and  delight  converted  into  a  jacobin  foroeiooi 

proofo  of  die    same  good   foith   to  the  re-  republic,  dependent<Mi  the homicidesofFnaeif 

public,  always   the  same,  always  one    and  Is  it  him,  who,  firom  the  mirades  of  his  banr 

indivisible.  ficent  industry,  has  done  a  woik  whidi  deM 

It  is  not  Venice,  whose  principal  cities  the  the  power  of  the  B.oman  emperours,  thoo^ 

enemy  has  appropriated  to  himself,  and  scorn-  with  an  enthralled  world  to  labour  for  then;il 

fiiUy  desired  the  state  to  indemnify  itself  from  it  him,  who  has  drained  and  cultivated  te 

the  emperour,  that  we  wi^  to  convince  of  the  Pontine  Marshetf  that  we  are  to  satiifyoV 

pride  and   the  despotism  of  an  enemy,  who  cordial  spirit  of  conciUation,  with  those  i^ 

loads  us  with  his  scoflfs  and  buffets.  in  their  equity,  are  restoring  Holland  agniB  Is 

It  is  not  for  his  holiness  we  intend  this  conso-  the  seas,  whose  maxims  poison  more  tbu  &• 

latory  declaration  of  our  own  weakness,  and  of  exhalations  of  the  .moii  deadly  fens,  and  ^ 

the  tyrannous  temp>er  of  his  grand  enemy.  That  turn  all  the  fertilities  en  nature  and  of  artiDlB 

prince  has  known  both  the  one  and  the  other  an  howling  desert  ?    Is  it  to  him,  that  weMP 

from  the  beginning.     The  artists  of  the  French  to  demonstrate  the  good  foith  of  our  suhmissiaii 
revolution,  had  given  their  very  first  essays     to  the  cannibal  republic ;  to  him  who  is 

and  sketches  of  robbery  and  desolation  against  mandod  to  deliver  into  their  hands  ii 

his  territories,  in  a  far  more  cruel  "  murdering  and  Civita  Vecchia,  seats  of  commeroe, 

piece"  than  had  ever  entered  into  the  imagi-  by  the  wise  and  liberal  labours  and  exj 

nation  of  painter  or  poet.    Without  ceremony  of  the  present  and  late  pontiffs;  porta  not 
they  tore  from  his  cherishing  arms,  the  pos-     belonging  to  the  Ecclesiastical  state  than  Ii 
sessions  which  he  held  for  five  hundred  years,     the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  :  thus  wnntte 

undisturbed  by  all  the  ambition  of  all  the  am-  firom  his  hands  the  power  of  the  keys  .of  ■* 
bitious  monarchs  who,  during  that  period ,  have  centre  of  Italy ,  as  before  they  had  takm  paaBa»> 
reigned  in  France.  Is  it  to  him,  in  whose  sion  of  the  northern  part,  from  the  hands  of  tl9 
wr<mg  we  have  in  our  late  negotiation  ceded  unhappy  king  of  Sardinia,  the  natural  atty  of 
his  now  unhappy  countries  near  the  Rhone,  England  ?  Is  it  to  him  we  are  to  profo  OV 
lately  among  the  most  flourishing  (pertiaps  the     good  foith  in  the.  peace  which  we  are 


REGICIDE  PEACE.  275 

\m  reoeWe  from  the  hands  of  his  and  our  rob-  manner  in  vAuch  tbs  fiither  of  the  present  kiof 

bars,  the  enemies  of  all  arts,  all  sciences,  all  of  Sweden  (himself  the  victim  of  regicid« 

ciriiizatioD,  and  all  commerce  ?  principles  and  passions)  would  have  looked  on 

Is  it  to  the  Cispadane  or  to  the  Transpadane  the  present  assassins  of  France,  will  not  be 

fepoblics,  which  have  been  forced  to  bow  un-  very  prompt  to  believe  that  the  young  king  of 

wr  the  galling  yoke  of  French  liberty,  that  we  Sweden  had  made  this  kind  c^  requisition  to 

address  all  these  pledges  of  our  sincerity  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  has  given  this 

bw  of  peace  with  their  unnatural  parents  ?  kind  of  auspice  of  his  new  government. 

Are  we  by  this  declaration  to  satisfy  the  I  speak  last  of  the  most  import;;nt  of  aO. 

ling  of  Naples  to  struggle  as  he  can,  after  our  It  certainly  was  not  the  last  empress  of  Ru»- 

fUicaticHi  of  Corsica,  and  the  flight  of  the  sia  at  whose  instance  we  have  given  thii 

whole  naval  force  of  England  out  of  the  whole  pledge.    It  is  not  the  new  emperour,  the  in* 

OMuit  of  the  Mediterranean,  abandoning  our  heritor  of  so  much  glory  ^  and  placed  in  a  situ- 

vUes,  our  commerce,  and  the  honour  of  a  na-  ation  of  so  much  delicacy  and  difficulty  for  the 

tioD,  once  the  protectress  of  all  other  nations,  preservation  of  that  inheritance,  who  calls  on 

beeause  strengthened    by  the  independence,  England,  the  natural  ally  of  his  dominions,  to 

tad  eoricbed  by  the  commerce  of  them  all  ?  deprive  herself  of  her  power  of  action,  and  to 

Bj  the  ezpreae  provisions  of  a  recent  treaty,  bind  herself  to  France.    France  at  no  time, 

we  had  engaged  with  the  king  of  Na[Jes  to  keep  and  in  none  of  its  fashions,  least  of  all  in  its 

anavalfor^  in  the  Mediterraaean.    But,  good  last,  has  been  ever  looked  upon  as  the  firiend 

God!  was  a  treaty  at  all  neosssary  for  tliis?  either  of  Russia  or  of  Great  Britain.    Every 

The  imiform  policy  of  this  kingdom  as  a  state,  thing  good,  I  trust,  is  to  be  expected  from  this 

pod  eminoitly   so,    as  a   commercial    state,  prince ;  whatever  may  be  without  authority, 

Ibs  at  all  times  led  us  to  keep  a  powerful  squa-  given  out  of  an  influence  over  his  mind  pos- 

inm  and  a  oommodious  naval  station  in  that  sesscd  by  that  only  potentate,  from  whom  he 

eintnl  sea,  which  borders  upon,  and  which  has  any  thing  to  apprehend,  or  with  whom  ho 

^ijfonnects,  a  far  greater  number  and  variety  of  has  much  even  to  discuss. 

ftafes,  European,  Asiatic,  and  African,  than  ,     This  sovereign  knows,  I  have  no  doubt, 

•By  other.    Without  such  a  naval  force  France  and  feels,  on  what  sort  of  bottom  is  to  be  laid 


become  despotic  mistress  of  that  sea,  and  the  foundation   <^  a  Russian    throne.    He 

cf  sS  the  countries  whose  shores  it  washes,  knows  what  a  rock  of  native  granite  is  to  form 

Our  oonuoerce  must  become  vassal  on  her  and  the  pedestal  of  his  statue,  who  is  to  emulais 

depsodent  on  her  will.    Since  we  are  come  no  Peter  the  great.    His  renown  will  be  in  con- 

toager  to  trust  to  our  force  in  arms,  but  to  our  tinning  with  ease  and  safety,  what  his  prede- 

doxterity  in  negQlMtion,  and  begin  to  pay  a  cessor  was  obliged  to  achieve  through  migh^ 

desperate  court  t^r^roud  and  coy  usurpation,  struggles.    He  is  sensible  that  his  business  is 

ind  have  finally  sent  an  ambassador  to  the  not  to  innovate,  but  to  secure  and  to  establish ; 

Boorbon  regicides  at  Paris ;  the  king  of  Na-  that  reformations  at  this  day  are  attempts  at 

|)es,  who  saw,  that  no  reliance  was  to  be  best  of  ambiguous  utility.    He  will  revere  his 

fiseed  on  our  engagements,  or  on  any  pledge  father  with  the  piety  of  a  son  ;  but  in  his  gov- 

if  oar  adherence  to  our  nearest  and  dearest  ernment  he  will  imitate  the  policy  of  his  mother. 

Iplamrts,  has  been  obliged  to  send  his  ambas-  His  &ther,  with  many  excellent  qualities,  had 

•dor  also  to  join  the  test  of  the  squalid  tribe  a  short  reign ;  because,  being  a  native  Rus- 

tfdie  repreaentatives  of  degraded  kings.    This  sian,  he  was  unfortunately  advised  to  act  in 

■onarch,  surely,  does  not  want  any  proof  of  the  spirit  of  a  foreigner.    His  mother  reigned 

dte  siDoerity  of  our  amicable  dispositions  to  over  Russia  three  and  thirty  years  with  the 

Ait  amicaUe  republic,  into  whose  arms  he  greatest  glory  ;  because  with  the  disadvantage 

hii  been  given  by  our  desertion  of  him.  of  being  a  fc^igner  bom,  she  made  herself  a 

To  look  to  the  powers  of  the  north,  it  is  not  Russian.    A  wise  prince  like  the  present  wiU 

to  the  Danish  ambassador,  insolently  treated,  improve  his  country ;  but  it  will  be  cautiously 

■  hif  own  character  and  in  ours,  that  we  are  and  progressively,  upon  its  own  native  groundp 

to  ghre  proofii  of  the  regicide  arrogance,  and  work  of  religion,  manners,  habitudes,  and  allir 

cTonr  disposition  to  submit  to  it.  ances.    If  I  prognosticate  right,  it  is  not  the 

With  regard  to  Sweden,  I  cannot  say  much,  emperour  of  Russia  that  ever  will  call  for 

The  Frendi  influence  is  struggling  with  her  extravagant  proofs  of  our  desire  to  reconcile 

iidepeodeDce ;   and  they  who  consider  the  ourselves  to  the  ineconcilaUe  enemy  of  all 

Bumer  in  which  the  ambassador  of  that  power  thrones. 

WBC  treated  not  kog  since  at  Paris,  and  the  I  do  not  know  why  I  should  not  iadt^ 

Vol.  II.— 18 
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Amencaunong  the  European  powers, because  ancient  divisions  still  exist  amang  os.   Ttf 

sKe  is  of  European  origin  ;  and  has  not  yet,  whidi  of  the  [urinciples  of  these  parties  is  tbil 

like  France,  destroyed  all  traces  of  mannerS)  assurance  agreeable  ?    Is  it  to  the  whigi «« 

laws,  opinions,  and  usages  which  she  drew  are  to   recommend    the  aggrandizement  ef 

from  Europe.    As  long  as  that  Europe  shall  France,  and  the  subversion  of  the  balance  d 

have  any  possessions  either  in  the  souUiem  or  power  ?    Is  it  to  the  tories  we  are  to  ntxm- 

tile  northern  parts  of  that  America,  even  sepa-  mend  our  eagerness  to  cement  ourselves  with 

rated  as  it  is  by  the  ocean,  it  must  be  consid-  the  enemies  of  royalty  and  religion  1    But  if 

ered  as  a  part  of  the  European  system.    It  these  parties,  which  by  their  diasensions  htrs 

is  not  America,  menaced  with  internal  ruin  so  often  distracted  the  kingdom,  whidi  by  tiwir 

from  the  attempts  to  plant  jacobinism  instead  imion  have  once  saved  it,  and  which  by  theff 

of  liberty  in  that  country  ;  it  is  not  America,  collision  and  mutual  resistance,  have  pr^ierred    | 

whose  independence  is  directly  attacked  by  the  the  variety  of  this  constituticm  in  its  oni^,  bs    ^ 

French,  the  enemies  of  the  independence  of  afl  (as  I  believe  they  are)  nearly  extinct  by  ths 

nations,  that  calls  upon  us  to  give  security  by  growth  of  new  ones,  whidi  have  their  roots  ia 

disarming  ourselves  in  a  treacherous  peace,  the  present  circumstances  of  the  times— I  with 

By  such  a  peace,  we  shall  deliver  the  Ameri-  to  know,  to  which  of  these  new  descripUoS 

cans,  their  liberty,  and  their  order,  without  this  declaration  is  addressed  ?    It  can  hanflf 

resource,   to  the  mercy  of  their  imperious  be  to  those  persons,  who,  in  the  new  distrihi- 

allies,  who  will  have  peace  or  neutrality  with  tion  of  parties,  consider  the  conservatiaD  in 

no  state,  which  is  not  ready  to  join  her  in  war  England  of  the  ancient  order  of  thii^,  as  ne- 

against  England.  cessary  to  preserve  order  every  where  dse,aDi 

Having  run  round  the  whole  cirde  of  the  who  regard  the  general  conservation  of  order  in 

European  system  wherever  it  acts,  I  must  other  countries,  as  reciprocally  necessary  to  pre- 

affirm,  that  all  the  foreign  powers  who  are  not  serve  the  same  state  of  things  in  these  idandi. 

leagued  with  France  for  the  utter  destruction  That  party  never  can  wish  to  see  Grreat  BritaiD 

of  all  balance  through  Europe  and  throughout  pledge  herself  to  give  the  lead  and  thegroondof 

the  world,  demand  other  assurances  from  this  advantage  and  superiority  to  the  France  ofto-day 

kingdom  than  are  given  in  that  declaration,  in  any  treaty  which  is  to  settle  Europe.   I 

They  require  assurances,  not  d*  the  sinceri^  insist  upon  it,  that  so  &r  from  expecting  sodk 

of  our  good  disposition  towards  the  usurpation  an  engagement,  they  are  generally  stupffied 

in  France,  but  of  the  affection  toward  the  college  and  confounded  with  it.     That  the  (Kher  par^ 

of  the  ancient  states  of  Europe,  and  pledges  of  which  demands  great  changes  here,  and  is  so 

oar  constancy,  our  fidelity,  and  of  our  fortitude  pleased  tosee  them  every  where  else,  whidi  par- 

in  resisting  to  the  last  the  power  that  menaces  ty  I  call  jacobin,  that  this  fiiction  does  from  dM 

them  all.     The  apprehension  from  which  they  bottom  of  its  heart,  approve  the  dedaratioii| 

vrish  to  be  delivered  cannot  be  from  any  thing  and  does  erect  its  crest  upon  the  engagement, 

they  dread  in  the  ambition  of  England.    Our  there  can  be  little  doubt.     To  them  it  may  bt 

power  must  be  their  strength.     They  hope  addressed  with  propriety,  for  it  answers  Aeir 

more  from  us  than  they  fear.    I  am  sure  the  purposes  in  every  point, 
only  ground  (^  their  hope,  and  of  our  hope,  is        The  party  in  opposition  within  the  house  of 

in  the  greatness  of  mind  hitherto  shewn  by  the  lords  and  commons,  it  is  irreverent,  and  hslf 

people  of  this  nation,  and  its  adherence  to  the  a  breach  of  privilege  (&r  from  my  thoo^) 

unalterable  principles  of  its  ancient  policy,  to  consider  as  jacobin.    This  party  has  alwa]^ 

whatever  government  may  finally  prevail  in  denied  the  existence  (^such  a  faction;  and  bis 

France.    I  have  entered  into  this  detail  of  the  treated  the  machinations  of  those,  whom  yoa 

widies  and   expectations  of   the  European  and  I  call  jacobins,  as  so  many  forgeries  md 

powers,  in  order  to  point  out  more  clearly,  not  fictions  of  the  minister  and  his  adherents,  to 

•0  much  what  their  disposition,  as  (a  consid-  find  a  pretext  for  destroying  fi-eedom,  and  sal- 

oration  of  far  greater  importance)  what  their  ting  up  an  arbitrary  power  in  this  Idngdoan. 

situation  demands,  according  as  that  situation  However,  whether  this  minority  has  a  leanag 

is  related  to  the  regicide  republic  and  to  this  towards  Uie  French  systeih,  or  only  a  dnri- 

kingdom.  table  toleration  of  those  who  lean  that  way,  it 

Then  if  it  is  not  to  satisfy  the  foreign  pow-  is  cer'ain,  that  they  have  always  attadked  the 

ers  we  make  this  assurance,  to  what  power  at  sincerity  of  the  minister  in  the  same  modei| 

home  is  it  that  we  pay  all  this  humiliating  and  on  the  very  same  grounds,  and  nearfy  ia 

court  ?    Not  to  the  old  whigs  or  to  the  ancient  the  same  terms,  with  the  directwj.    It  mnsti 

toriei  of  this  kingdom ;  if  any  memoiy  of  such  therefore,  be  at  the  tribunal  of  the  miiMri^i 
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(ftom  the  whole  tenour  of  the  speech)  that  the  ous  is,  the  groundi  of  the  hopei  oil  the  om 

minister  appeared  to  cfmsider  himself  obliged  side,  and  the  despair  on  the  other,  are  exactly  the 

to  purge  himself  of  duplicity.    It  was  at  their  same.    The  logical  conclusion  from  the  com- 

Var  that  he  held  up  his  hand.    It  was  on  their  mon  premises,  is  indeed  in  fsvour  of  the  noble 

aeUette  that  be  seemed  to  answer  interrogato-  lord,  for  they  agreed  that  the  enemy  was  far 

lies ;  it  was  oa  their  principles  that  he  defend-  from  giving  the  least  degree  (^countenance  to 

«d  his  whole  conduct.     They  certainly  take  any  such  hopes ;  and  that  they  proceeded,  in 

what  the  French  call  the  hatUe  du  pave,  spite  of  every  discouragement  which  the  enemy 

They  have  loudly  cslled  for  the  negotiation,  had   thrown  in  their  way.     But   there  ii 

It  was  accorded  to  them.     They  engaged  another  material  point  in  which  they  do  not 

their  mippott  cC  the  war  with  vigour,  in  case  seem  to  differ ;  that  is  to  say,  the  result  of  the 

peace  was  not  granted  on  honourable  terms,  desperate  experiment  of  the  noble  lord,  and  of 

Petce  was  not  granted  on  any  terms,  honour-  the  promising  attempt  of  the  great  minister,  in 

tiAor  shameful.    Whether  these  judges,  few  satisfying  the  people  of  £ngland,  and  lH  caU^ 

in  number  but  powerful  in  jurisdiction,  are  ing  discontent  to  the  people  of  France ;  or,  aa 

Ktis6ed;  whether  they  to  whom  this  new  the  minister  expresses  it,  "  in  uniting  England 

pledge  is  hypothecated,  have  redeemed  their  and  in  dividing  France." 

«irn ;  whether  they  have  given  one  particle  For  my  own  part,  though  I  perfectly  agreed 

Bore  of  their  support  to  ministry,  or  even  with  the  noble  lord,  that  Uie  attempt  was  dev- 

&voured  them  with  their  good  opinions,  or  perate,  so  desperate  indeed,  as  to  deserve  Mm 

their  candid  construction,  I  leave  it  to  those,  name  of  an  experiment,  yet  tio  fait  man  can 

who  reooQect  that  memorable  debate,  to  de-  possibly  doubt,  that  the  mitiistef-  ^^ras  perfectly 

termine.                                                           .  sincere  in  his  proceeding,  and  that,  from  his 

The  fact  is,  that  neither  this  declaration,  ardent  wishes  fer  peace  with  the  regicides,  he 
Mr  the  negotiation  which  is  its  subject,  could  was  led  to  conceive  hopes  which  weie  founded 
serve  any  one  good  purpose,  fereign  or  domes-  rathet  in  his  vehement  desires  than  in  any 
tic;  it  could  conduce  tone  end  either  with  rational  ground  of  politiciil  spectilation.  Con* 
r^iard  to  allies  or  neutrals.  It  tends  neither  vinced  as  I  am  of  this,  it  had  been  better,  in 
to  bring  back  the  misled  ;  nor  to  give  courage  my  humble  opinion,  that  persons  of  great  name 
to  the  fearful ;  nor  to  animate  and  confirm  and  authority  had  abstained  fix>m  those  topics 
ttose,  who  are  hearty  and  zealous  in  the  which  had  been  used  to  call  the  minister's  sin- 
cause.  Cerity  into  doubt,  and  had  not  adopted  the  sen- 

I  bear  it  has  been  said   (though  I  can  timents  of  the  directory  upon  the  subject  of  aU 

■carcdy  believe  it)  by  a  distinguished  person  our  negotiations ;  fer  the  noble  lord  expressly 

in  an  assembly,  where  if  there  be  less  of  the  says,  that  the  experiment  was  made  for  the 

torrent  and  tempest  of  eloquence,  more  guard-  satisfaction  of  the  country.      The  directory 

ed  expressi<Hi  is  to  be  expected,  that,  indeed  says  exactly  the  same  thing.    Upon  granting, 

tinre  was  no  just  ground  of  hope  in  thisbusi-  in  consequence  of  our  supplications,  the  pass- 

tess  fiotn  the  beginning.  port  to  lord  Malmesbury,  in  order  to  remove 

It  is  plain,  that  this  ndble  person,  however  all  sort  of  hope  from  its  success,  they  chained 

oooversant  in  negotiation,  having  been  em-  all  our  previous  steps,  even  to  that  moment  of 

pbyed  in  no  less  than  four  embassies,  and  in  submissive  demand  to  be  admitted  to  their 

two  hemispheres,  and  in  one  of  those  negotia-  presence,  on  duplicity  and  perfidy ;  and  assu- 

tioDs  having  fully  experienced  what  it  was  to  med,  that  the  object  of  all  the  steps  we  had 

proceed  to  treaty  without  previous  encotn'age-  taken,  was  that  "  of  justifying  the  continuance 

bent,  vras  not  at  all  consulted  in  this  experi-  of  the  war  in  the  eyes  of  the  English  nation, 

Bent.     For  his  majesty's  principal  minister  and  of  throwing  all  the  odium  of  it  upon  the 

dedaied,  on  the  very  same  day,  in  another  French :" — "  The  English  nation  (said  they) 

house,  "  his  majesty's  deep  and  sincere  regret  supports  impatiently  the  continuance  of  die 

at  its  unf<Mtunate  and  abrupt  termination,  so  war,  and  a  reply  mtut  be  made  to  its  eom^ 

different  firom  the  wishes  and  Jtopee  that  were  plaints  and  its  reproaches ;  the  parliament  is 

entertained  f — and  in  other  parts  of  the  speech  about  to  be  opened,  and  the  mouths  of  the  ora^ 

speaks  of  this  abrupt  termination  as  a  great  tors  who  will  declaim  against  (he  war  mwt  he 

diaappointment,  and  as  a  fall  firom  sincere  en-  shut ;  the  demands  for  new  taxes  must  he  jue- 

daavours  and  sanguine  expectation.      Here  t{fied ;  and  to  obtain  these  resultSf  it  is  necee^ 

•ra,  indeed,  sentiments  diametrically  opposite,  sary  to  be  able  to  advancef  that  the  French 

aa  to  the  hopes  with  which  the  negotiation  was  government  refuses  every  reasonable  propotU 

and  carried  on,  and  what  is  curi^  Hon  for  peace  J*    I  am  sony  that  the  knguago 


978  LETTERS  OM  A 

cftho  frieodf  to  ministry  and  the  enemies  to  die  of  these  transftctions,  this  bft  opportmi^ 

mankind  should  be  so  much  in  unison.  has  been  held  out  to  them.    In  all  thine  poiati 

As  to  the  fact  in  which  these  parties  are  to  of  view,  I  positiTelj  assert,  that  the  peoplf 

well  agreed,  that  the  experiment  ought  to  have  have  no  where,  and  in  no  waj,  expressed  their 

been  made  for  the  sali^rfaction  of  this  country,  wish  of  throwing  thenuelves  and  their  sows* 

(meaning  the  country  of  England)  it  were  well  reign  at  the  feet  of  a  wicked  and  rancorous  fa^ 

to  be  willed,  that  persons  of  eminence  would  to  supplicate  mercy,  which,  fiora  the  natiHt 

oease  to  make  thenoselves  representatives  a[  of  that  toCj  and  from  the  circumstances  «f  i^ 

the  people  of  England,  without  a  letter  of  at^  fairs,  we  had  no  sort  of  ground  to  expect.  & 

tomey,  or  any  other  act  of  procuration.  In  legal  is  undoubtedly  the  business  of  ministen  tmj 

ooostruction,  the  sense  of  the  people  of  Eng-  much  to  consult  the  inclinations  of  the  pMfK 

land  is  to  be  collected  from  the  house  of  com-  but  they  ought  to  take  great  care  that  thaj  di 

mons ;  and,  though  I  do  not  deny  the  possibi-  iK>t  receive  that  indination  fixHn  thefewponoM 

lity  of  an  abuse  of  this  trust  as  well  as  any  who  may  happen  to  approach  them.    Thepettj 

other,  yet  I  think,  that  without  the  most  interests  of  such  gentlemen,  their  km  ooaoep 

weighty  reasons,  and  in  the  most  urgent  exi-  tionsofthings,  their  fears  arising  from  the  dsofv 

Sincies,  it  is  highly  dangerous  to  suppose  that  to  which  the  very  arduous  and  critical  sitnstioi 

e  house  speaks  any  Uiing  contrary  to  the  of  public  affairs  may  expose  their  places ;  tiieir 

sense  of  the  people,  or  that  the  representative  apprehensions  from  the  hazards  to  which  tbedii* 

is  silent   when  the  sense  of  the  constituent  contentsof  a  few  popular  men  at  elections  dmj 

*^>^^7i  decidedly,  and  upon  long  delibera*  expose  their  seats  in  parliament;  all  these  cubn 

tion,  speaks  audibly  upon  any  topic  of  mo-  trouble  and  confuse  the  representations  whick 

ment.    If  there  is  a  doubt,  whether  the  house  thoy  make  to  ministers  of  the  real  temper  of  tbi 

of  commons  represents  perfectly  the  whole  nation.    If  ministers,  instead  of  foUowisg  tlM 

commons  of  Great  Britain,  (I  think  there  is  great  indications  of  the  constitution,  proceed  ci 

none)  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  8Uchreports,they  will  take  the  whispers  oft  ca- 

k>rds  and  the  commons  together  represent  the  balfer  the  voice  ofthe  people,  and  the  councitscf 

sense  ofthe  whole  people  to  the  crown,  and  to  imprudent  timidity  for  the  wisdom  of  a  natios. 

the  world.    Thus  it  is,  when  we  speak  legally  I  well  remember,  that  when  the  fortune  ef 

and  constitutionally.    In  a  great  measure,  it  the  war  began,  and  it  began  pretty  early,  to 

is  equally  true,  when  we  speak  prudentially ;  turn,  as  it  is  common  and  natural,  we  were 

but  I  do  not  pretend  to  assert,  that  there  are  dejected  by  the  losses  that  had  been  sustained, 

IM  other  principles  to  guide  discretion  than  and  with  the  doubtful  issue  of  the  contests 

uose  which  are  or  can  be  fixed  by  some  law,  or  that  were  foreseen.     But  not  a  word  was  ul- 

iome  constitution ;  yet  before  the  legally  pre-  tered  that  supposed  peace  upon  any  proper 

sumed  sense  of  the  people  should  be  super-  terms,  was  in  our  power,  or  Uierefbre  that  it 

seded  by  a  supposition  of  one  more  real  (as  in  should  be  in  our  desire.     As  usual,  with  or 

al  cas^,  where  a  legal  presumption  is  to  be  without  reason,  we  criticised  the  conduct  of 

ascertained)  some  strong  proofs  ought  to  exist  the  war,  and  compared  our  fortunes  with  our 

of  a  contrary  disposition  in  the  people  at  large,  measures.    The  mass  <^  the  nation  went  so 

and  some  decisive  indications  of  their  desire  flirther.     Fori  suppose  that  you  always  us- 

upon  this  subject.    There  can  be  no  question,  derstood  me  as  speaking  of  that  very  prepoft- 

that  previously  to  a  direct  message  from  the  derating  part  ofthe  nation,  which  bad  alwayl 

crown  neither  house  of  parliament  did  indicate  been  equally  adverse  to  the  French  principlMt 

any  thing  like  a  wish  for  such  advances  as  we  and  to  the  general  progress  of  their  revoliitioB 

have  made,  or  such  negotiations  as  we  have  throughout   Europe ;    considering   the  fiMi 

carried  on.    The  parliament  has  assented  to  success  of  their  arms,  and  the  triumph  of  their 

ministry ;  it  is  not  ministry  that  has  obeyed  principles  as  one  and  the  same  thing, 

the  impulse  of  parliament.     The  people  at  The  first  means  that  were  used,  by  any  flW 

large  have  their  organs  through  which  they  professing,  our  principles,  to  change  the  miwii 

can  speak  to  parliament  and  to  the  crown  by  a  of  this  party  upon  that  subject,  appeared  ini 

respectful  petition,  and,  though  not  with  abso-  small  pamphlet  circulated  with  consklerahll 

hite  authority,  yet  with  weight,  they  can  in-  industry.    It  was  commonly  given  to  tbeno- 

stnict  their  representatives.    The  freeholders  ble  person  himself,  who  has  passed  judgsieat 

■ad  other   electors   in    this   kingdom   have  upon  all  hopes  from  negotiation,  and  justified 

another,  and  a  surer  mode  of  expressing  their  our  late  abortive  attempt  only  as  an  experi- 

MDtiments  concerning  the  conduct  which  is  ment  made  to  satisfy  the  country;  and  ytl 

Mid  by  memben  of  parliament.    Inthemid-  thatpampUstledthAwaj  in  sodM^wmHt^ 
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ttentiafj  that  very  country  with  the  continu-  tUtions.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  light  ezperi- 
'" —  of  die  war,  and  to  raise  in  the  people  the  ment  that  leaves  us  where  it  found  us.  Peaod 
sanguine  expectations  from  some  such  or  war  are  the  great  hinges  upon  which  the 
le  of  negotiation  as  has  been  fatally  pur-  yery  being  of  nations  turns.  Negotiationi 
ned.  This  leads  me  to  suppose  (and  I  am  are  the  means  of  making  peace  or  preventing 
1^  to  lave  reason  for  supposing)  that  there  war,  and  are  therefore  of  more  serious  impor- 
ms  no  fiNmdation  for  attributing  the  perform-  tance  than  almost  any  single  event  of  war  can 
moe  in  qnesticMi  to  that  author;  but  without     possibly  be. 

iKotioning  his  name  in  the  title-page,  it  pass-  At  the  very  outset  I  do  not  hesitate  to  al^ 
fld  fat  his,  and  does  still  pass  uncontradicted,  firm,  that  this  country  in  particular,  and  the 
It  was  entitled,  '*  Remarks  on  the  apparent  public  law  in  general,  have  suffered  more  by 
Cireamstances  of  the  War  in  the  fourth  this  negotiation  of  experiment,  than  by  all  Um 
Week  of  October,  1795."  battles  together  that  we  have  lost  from  the 

This  sanguine  little  king's-fisher  (not  pres-  commencement  of  this  century  to  this  time, 
dsBt  of  the  storm,  as  by  his  instinct  he  ought  when  it  touches  so  nearly  to  its  close.  I  there- 
is  be)  ^ipearing  at  that  uncertain  season,  before  fore  have  the  misfortune  not  to  coincide  in 
Ab  riggs  <^  dd  Michaelmas  were  yet  well  opinion  with  the  great  statesman  who  set  oo 
COB^MMed,  and  when  the  inclement  storms  of  foot  a  negotiation  as  he  said,  "  in  spite  of  tha 
winter  were  approaching,  began  to  flicker  constant  opposition  he  had  met  with  from 
ever  die  seas,  and  was  busy  in  buikling  its  France."  He  admits  "  that  the  difficulty  in 
iiikyon  nest,  as  if  the  angry  ocean  had  been  this  negotiation  became  most  seriously  in- 
itothed  by  the  genial  breath  of  May.  Very  creased  indeed,  by  the  situation  in  which  we 
vftrtunately  this  auspice  was  instantly  fol-  were  placed,  and  the  manner  in  which  alone 
bired  by  a  speech  from  Uie  throne,  in  the  very  the  enemy  would  admit  of  a  negotiation." 
■pirit  and  principles  of  that  pam[^et.  This  situation  so  described,  and  so  truly  de- 

I  say  nodiing  of  the  newspapers,  which  are  scribed,  rendered  our  solicitation  not  only  de- 
ndodMedly  in  the  interest,  and  which  are  grading,  but  firom  the  very  outset  evidendy 
Mipposed  by  some  to  be  directly  or  indirectly     hopeless. 

Mer  the  influence  of  ministers,  and  which,  I  find  it  asserted,  and  even  a  merit  taken 
i*Hh  less  authority  than  the  pamphlet  I  speak  for  it,  "  that  this  country  surmounted  every 
^  had  indeed  for  some  time  before  held  a  si-  difficulty  of  form  and  etiquette  which  the  ene- 
k&r  language,  in  direct  contradiction  to  their  my  had  thrown  in  our  way."  An  odd  way  of 
nore  ear^  tone :  in  so  much  that  1  can  speak  surmounting  a  difficulty  by  cowering  under 
it  with  a  certain  assurance,  that  very  many  it!  I  find  it  asserted  that  an  heroic  resolution 
*ho  wiriied  to  administration  as  well  as  you  had  been  taken,  and  avowed  in  parliament, 
lod  I  do,  thought  that  in  giving  their  opinion  previous  to  this  negotiation,  "  that  no  coosi« 
in  &voar  of  this  peace,  they  followed  the  opi-  deration  of  etiquette  should  stand  in  the  way 
*ion  of  ministry — they  were  conscious  that     of  it." 

(hey  did  not  lead  it.  My  inference  therefore  Etiquette,  if  I  understand  rightly  the  term, 
b  this,  that  the  negotiation,  whatever  its  me-  which  in  any  extent  is  of  modem  usage,  had 
rits  may  be,  in  the  general  principle  and  poli-  its  original  application  to  those  ceremonial 
(y  of  undertaking  it,  is,  what  every  political  and  formal  observances  practised  at  coinrts, 
tttuan  in  general  ought  to  be,  the  sole  work  which  had  been  established  by  long  usage,  in 
of  administration ;  and  that  if  it  was  an  ex-  order  to  preserve  the  sovereign  power  firom 
l^riment  to  satisfy  any  body,  it  was  to  satisfy  the  rude  intrusion  of  licentious  &miliarity,>as 
lone,  whom  the  ministers  were  in  the  daily  well  as  to  preserve  majesty  itself  fix>m  a  dis-. 
whit  of  condemning,  and  by  whom  they  were  position  to  consult  its  ease  at  the  expense  of 
buly  condemned ;  I  mean,  the  leaders  of  the  its  dignity.  The  term  came  afterwards  to 
ppontitm  in  parliament.  I  am  certain  that  have  a  greater  latitude,  and  to  be  employed  to 
be  aunisters  were  then,  and  are  now,  invest-  signify  certain  formal  methods  used  in  the 
d  vrith  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  major  transactions  between  sovereign  states. 
ut  of  the  nation,  to  pursue  such  measures  In  the  more  limited  as  well  as  in  the  larger 
r  peace  or  war  as  the  nature  of  things  shall  sense  of  the  term,  without  knowing  what  the 
meat  as  most  adapted  to  the  public  safety,  etiquette  is,  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
ie  in  this  light  therefore  as  a  measure  which  whether  it  is  a  vain  aiid  captious  punctilio, 
i|^  to  have  hoea  avoided,  and  ought  not  to  or  a  form  necessary  to  preserve  decorum  in 
r  repeated,  diat  I  take  the  hberty  of  discuss-  character  and  order  in  business.  I  readily 
^  flw  OMrite  of  this  system  of  regicide  nego-    admit,  that  nothing  tends  to  facilitate  the  '-"^ 
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of  til  public  transactions  more  than  a  nnitnal  to  throw  new  obstacles  in  the  waj  of  that  10' 

disposition  in  the  parties  treating,  to  wave  all  commodation,  which  the  French  gofenuMOl 

eereinony.     But  the  use  of  this  temporary  professtodesire,  THE  KING  H^SDEEM- 

wspension  of  the  recognized  modes  of  respect  ED  IT  FAR  BENEATH  HIS  DIGNI- 

consists  in  its  being  mutual,  and  in  the  spirit  T  Y  to  permit  an  answer  to  be  made  to  tfaMB       ^ 

of  conciliation  in  which  all  ceremony  is  laid  on  his  part,  in  any  manner  whatsoerer."              \ 

aside.     On  the  contrary,   when  one  of  the  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  his  m^esty  had 

parties  to  a  treaty  intrenches  himself  up  to  kept  aloof  from  that  wash  and  ofi^ecouriog  ti 

the  chin  in  these  ceremonies,  and  will  not,  on  eyrery  thing  that  is  low  and  barbarous  iaths 

his  side,  abate  a  single  punctilio,  and  that  all  world,  it  might  be  well  thou^t  unworthj  of 

the  concessions  are  upon  one  side  only,  the  his  dignity  to  take  notice  of  sudi  scorrili* 

party  so  conceding  does  by  this  act  place  him-  ties.     They  must  be  considered  as  much  dM 

■elf  in  a  relation  of  inferiority,  and  thereby  natural  expression  of  that  kind  of  aninnl,  ai 

fundamentally  subverts  that  equality  which  is  it  is  the  expressi(xi  of  the  feelings  of  a  dog  t» 

of  the  very  essence  of  all  treaty.  bark ;  but  when  the  king  had  been  adrisedto 

After  this  formal  act  uf  degradation,  it  was  recognise  not  only  the  monstrous  compootioa 
but  a  matter  of  course,  that  gross  insult  should  as  a  sovereign  power,  but,  in  conduct,  to  ai* 
be  offered  to  our  ambassador,  and  that  he  niit  something  in  it  like  a  superiority ;  wbei 
should  tamely  submit  to  it.   He  found  himself  the  bench  of  regicide  was  made,  at  least,  co- 
provoked  to  complain  of  the  atrocious  libels  ordinate  with  his  throne,  and  raised  upon  t 
against  his  public  character  and  his  person,  platform  full  as  elevated,  this  treatment  cooU 
which  appeared  in  a  paper  under  the  avowed  not  be  passed  by  under  the  appearance  of 
patronage  of  that  government.    The  regicide  despising  it.  It  would  not,  indeed,  have  bea 
directory,  on  this  complaint,  did  not  recognize  proper  to  keep  up  a  war  of  the  same  kind,  but 
the  paper ;  and  that  was  all.    They  did  not  an  immediate,  manly,  and  decided  resentmeivt 
punish,  they  did  not  dismiss,  they  did  not  ought  to  have  been  the  consequence.    We 
•ven  reprimand  the  writer.    As  to  our  am-  ought  not  to  have  waited  for  the  disgracefid 
bassador,  this  total  want  of  reparation  for  the  dismissal    of  our    ambassador.    There  are 
injury  was  passed  by  under  the  pretence  of  oases  in  which  we  may  pretend  to  sleep:  but 
despising  it.  the  wittol  rule  has  some  sense  in  it,  Non  om- 

In  this,  but  too  serious  business,  it  is  not  nifnis  dormio.    We    might,  however,  have 

possible  here  to  avoid  a  smile.    Contempt  is  seemed  ignorant  of  the  affront;  but  whit  was 

not  a  thing  to  be  despised.    It  may  be  bom  the  &ct?    Did  we  dissemble  or  pass  it  by  is 

with  a  calm  and  equal  mind,  but  no  man  by  silence  ?    When  dignity  is  talked  of,  a  laa- 

lifting  his  head  high  can  pretend  that  he  does  guage  which  I  did  iK>t  expect  to  hear  in  such 

not  perceive  the  scorns  that  are  poured  down  a  transaction,  I  must  say  what  att  the  world 

upon  him  from  above.    All  these  sudden  com-  must  feel,  that  it  was  not  for  the  king's  di^      [ 

plaints  Qf  injury,  and  all  these  deliberate  sub-  nity  to  notice  this  insult,  and  not  to  reseat  it. 

missions  to  it,  are  the  inevitable  consequences  This  mode  of  proceeding  is  fbrme^  on  new 

of  the  situation  in  which  we  had  placed  our-  ideas  of  the  correspondence  betweem^vudga      . 

■elves ;  a  situation  wherein  the  insults  were  powers.                                                                , 

such  as  nature  would  not  enable  us  to  bear.  This  was  far  from  the  only  ill  effect  of  d»      i 

and  circumstances  would  not  permit  us  to  pdicy  of  degradation.    The  state  of  inferion-    : 

r^ent.  ty  in  which  we  were  placed  in  this  vaia 

\X  w^s  not  long,  however,  afler  this  contempt  attempt  at  treaty,  drove  us   headlong  from 

nT contempt  qpon  the  part  of  our  ambassador  errour  into  errour,  and  led  us  to  wander  fif 

(who  by  the  way  represented  his  sovereign)  away,  not  only  from  the  old  paths  which  hafs 

that  a  new  object  was  furnished  for  displaying  been  beaten  in  the  old  course  of  political  conn 

•eptiments  of  the  same  kind,  though  the  case  munication  between  mankind,  but  outof  tbs 

was  infinitely  aggravated.  Not  the  ambassador,  ways  even  of  the  most  common  pnid«**. 

but  the  king  himself  was  libelled  and  insulted ;  Against  all  rules,  afler  we  had  met  nothing  lx>^ 

libelled,  not  by  a  creature  of  the  directory,  but  rebuffs  in  return  to  all  our  proposals,  we  mid* 

by  the  directory  itself.  At  least  so  lord  Malmes-  two  oonjideniial  eommumcaiiona  to  those  ia 

btiry  understood  it,  and  so  he  answered  it  whom  we  had  no  confidence,  and  who  reposed 

in  his  note  of  the  12th  December,  1T96,  in  no  confidence  in  us.    What  was  vrofie,  «• 

which  he  says,  "  With  regard  to  the  qffimsive  were  fiiUy  aware  of  the  madneas  of  the  ilep«» 

and  ii^^oui  insinuations  which  are  contain-  were  taking.    Ambassadon  are  nol  ■entto* 

•d  in  that  paper,  and  which  are  only  caknilated  hostile  power,  persevering  in  ■entioMBtiofboi* 
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tiHtjr,  lo  nuke  candid,  confidential,  and  amicaF  of  war,  a  little  tniffic  ii  attempted,  it  i«  aasj 

lib  oommunicatioDB.    Hitherto  the  world  has  to  divine  what  must  be  the  consequence  to  thoae 

eoBtidered  it  as  the  duty  of  an  ambassador  in  who  endeavour  to  open  that  kind  of  petty 

nch  a  situation  to  be  cautious,  guarded,  dez-  commerce. 

tonus,  and  circumspect.   It  is  true  that  mutual        To  illustrate  what  I  have  said,  I  go  back  no 

eoafidence  and  common  interest  dispense  with  fjrther  than  to  the  two  last  treaties  of  Paris, 

l&  roles,  smooth  the  rugged  way,  remove  every  and  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which 

obitacle,  and  make  all  things  plain  and  level,  preceded  the  first  of  these  two  treaties  of 

When,  in  the  last  century,  TempU  and  De  Paris  by  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.    I  do 

Witt  negotiated  the  famous  triple  alliance,  not  mean  here  to  criticise  any  of  them.    My 

4eir  candour,  their  freedom,  and  the  roost  con-  opinions  upon  some  particulars  of  the  trea^ 

JUaUUU  disclosures,  were  the  result  of  true  c^  Paris  in  1763,  are  published  in  a  pamphlet,* 

policy.    AccOTdingly,  in  spite  of  all  tho  dila-  which  your  recollection  will  readily  bring  into 

taj  forms  of  the  complex  government  of  the  your  view.    I  recur  to  them  only  to  shew 

tinted  Provinces,  the  treaty  was  concluded  in  that  their  basis  had  not  been,  and  never  could 

ttne  days.    It  did  not  take  a  much  longer  have  been  a  mere  dealing  of  truck  and  barteri 

tmb  to  bimg  the  same  state  (that  of  Holland)  but  that  the  parties  being  willing,  fitMn  com- 

Aioagh  a  atill  more  complicated  transaction,  mon  fatigue  or  common  suffering,  to  put  an 

tint  of  the   Grand  Alliance.     But  in  the  end  to  a  war,  the  first  object  of  whidi  bad 

present  case,  this  unparaUeled  candour,  this  un-  either  been  obtained  or  despaired  of,  the  lesser 

pudanaMe  want  of  reserve,  produced  what  objects  were  not  thought  worth  the  price  of 

iBinht  have  been  expected  from  it,  the  most  further  contest.  The  parties  understanding  one 

lerious  evils.    It  instructed  the  enemy  in  the  another,  so  much  was  given  away  without 

«fa<rie  plan  of  our  demands  and  concessions,  considering  from  whose  budget  it  came,  not  as 

It  made  the  most  fatal  discoveries.  the  value  of  the  ot^ects,  but  as  the  value  o€ 

And  first,  it  induced  us  to  lay  down  the  basis  peace  to  the  parties  mi^t  require.  At  the  last 

cf  a  treaty  which  itself  had  nothing  to  rest  treaty  of  Paris  the  subjugation  of  America 

upon ;  it  seems,  we  thought  we  had  gained  a  being  despaired  of  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 

great  point  in  getting  this  basis  admitted—  tain,  and  the  independence  of  America  being 

that  is,  a  basis  of  mutual  compensation  and  ex-  looked  upon  as  secure  on  the  part  of  France, 

diange    of  conquests.    If  a  disposition    to  the  main  cause  of  the  war  was  removed ;  and 

peaice,  and  with  any  reasonable  assurance,  had  the  conquests  which  France  had  made  upon 

been  preriously  indicated,  such  a  plan  of  ar-  us  (for  we  had  made  none  of  importance  upon 

ruagement  might  with  propriety  and  safety  be  her)  were  surrendered  with  sufiicient  &oility. 

piopoaed,  because  these  arrangements  were  Peace  was  restored  as  peace.    In  America 

not,  in  effect,  to  make  the  basis  but  a  part  the  parties  stood  as  they  were  possessed.    A 

of  the  superstructure  of  the  fabric  of  paci-  limit  was  not  to  be  settled,  but  settled  as  a  limit 

6cation.     l^e  order  of  things  would  thus  be  to  secure  that  peace,  and  not  at  all  on  ai^tem 

ravei'sed.    The  mutual  dispositicm  to  peace,  of  equivalents,  for  which,  as  we  then  stood 

wookl  form  the  reasonable  base  upon  which  with  the  United  States,  there  were  little  or  bo 

ih»  acheine  of  compensation,  upon  one  side  or  materials. 

4m  other,  Mght  be  constructed.    This  truly        At  the  preceding  treaty  of  Paris,  I  mean 

frDdamentaA  base  being  once  laid,  all  differ-  that  of  1763,  there  was  nothing  at  aH  on 
anees  arising  from  the  spirit  of  huckstering    which  to  fix  a  basis  of  compensation  from 
■ad  barter  might  be  easily  adjusted.  If  the  res-     reciprocal  cession  of  conquests.    They  were 
toration  of  peace,  with  a  view  to  the  establish-     all  on  one  side.    The  question  with  as  was 
■Hot  ofaftiir  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  had     not  what  we  were  to  receive,  and  on  what 
iMen  made  the  real  basis  of  the  trea^,  the     consideration,  but  what  we  were  to  keep  for 
iveiprocal  value  of  the  compensations  could     indemnity,  or  to  cede  for  peace.    Accord- 
Wt  be  estimated  according  to  their  proportion     ingly  no  place  being  left  for  barter,  sacrifices 
to  eadi  other,  but  according  to  their  proper-     were  made  on  our  side  to  peace :  and  we  sur- 
tfonate  relation  to  that  end :  to  that  great     rendered  to  tlie  French  Uieir  most  valuable 
and  the  whole  would  be  subservient.    The     possessions  in  the  West  Indies  without  way 
•ITeet  of  the  treaty  would  be  in  a  manner  secur-     equivalent.    The  rest  of  Europe  fell  soon  after 
•d  before  the  detail  of  particulars  was  begun,     into  its  ancient  order ;  and  the  German  war 
ad  for  a  plain  reason,  because  the  hostile     ended  exactly  where  it  had  be^up, 
•pfrit  on  both  sides  had  been  conjured  down ; 
lot  if  in  the  fiill  fiiiy ,  and  unappeased  rancour        *  Observations  on  a  late  state  of  the  nation. 
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The  treaty  of  Aii'Ja-ChapeDe  was  baih  pontioni  tfaty  bad  hid  dofink    Tko  E^Av 

opoD  a  timiUur  basis.  All  the  conquests  in  Eo-  and  the  Papacy  h  was  their  great  otjeet  to  d^ 

rope  had  been  made  by  France.   She  had  sub-  >troy,  and  this  now  opealy  avowed  and  ste^ 

dued  the  Aus'rianNetheriands,  and  broken  open  &stly  acted  upon,  mi^t  baye  been  discoraii     ! 

the  gates  of  Holland.    We  had  taken  nothing  with  very  little  acateneas  of  sight,  fron  tkt 

in  the  West  Imlies,  and  Cape  Breton  was  very  first  dawnings  <^the  revdutioo,  tobellM 

a  trifling  business  indeed.    France  gare  op  main   drift  of  tiineir   pobcy.     For  they  pnh 

all  for  peace.     The  allies  had  given  up  all  fessed  a  resolution   to  destroy  erery  tkiag 

that   was  ceded  at  Utrecht.      Louis  XIV.  which  can  hold  states  together  fay  the  tie  of 

made  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  cessions  at  Rys-  opinion. 

wick,  and  at  Niroeguen.    In  all  those  treaties,  Exploding,  therdbre,  all  sorts  of  faalsBoeii 
and  in  all  the  preceding,  as  well  as  in  ihe  they  avow  their  design  to  erect  themselves  itfo 
others  which  intervened,  the  question  never  a  new  descriptioa  of  empire,  which  is  sot 
had  been  that  of  barter.     The  Indance  ofpow-  grounded  on  any  balance,  but  Cbrms  a  sort  of 
er  had  been  ever  assumed  as  the  known  com-  impious  hierarchy,  of  which  France  is  to  bs 
mon  law  of  Europe  at  all  times,  and  by  all  the  head  and  the  guardian.     The  law  of  this 
powers:  the  question  had  only  been  (as  it  must  their  empire  is  any  thing  rather  than  the  pub* 
happen)  on  the  more  or  less  inclination  of  that  lie  law  df  Korope,  the  ancient  conventions  of 
balance.  its  several  states,  or  the  aDcieat  opinions  which 
This  general  balance  was  regarded  in  four  assign  to  them  superiority  or  pre-emiaeBoe  of 
principal  pointsofview :— the  GREAT  MiDDLK  any  sort,  or  any  other  kind  of  conneetioa 
BALA.ircc,whichcomprehendedGreat  Britain,  in  virtue  of  ancient  relations.     They  permit, 
France,  and  Spain  ;  the  balance  of  the  and  that  is  all,  the  temporary  existence  of  soni 
jfORTH  ;  the  BALANCE,  extomal  and  internal,  of   the  oU    communities  ;    but    while   they 
of  Germany;  and  the  balance  of  Italt.  give  to  these  tolerated  states  this  temporaij 
In  all  those  systems  of  balance,  England  was  respite  in  order  to  secure  them  in  a  oonditioB 
the  power  to  whose  custody  it  was  thought  it  of  real  dependence  on  themselves,  they  iovest 
might  t>e  most  safely  committed.  them  on  every  side  by  a  body  of  republicii 
France,  as  she  happened  to  stand,  secured  formed  on  the  raodd,  and  dependent  ostensihtyy 
the  balance,  or  endangered  it.    Without  que»-  as  well  as  substantially,  on  the  will  of  the 
tion  she  had  been  long  the  security  for  the  mother    republic,  to  which   they  owe  tbor 
balance  of  Germany,  and  under  her  auspices,  origin.    These  are  to  be  so  many  garrisons  to 
the  system,  if  not  formed,  had  been  at  least  per-  check  and  controul  the  states,  which  are  ta 
lected.    She  was  so  in  some  measure  with  be  permitted  to  remain  on  the  old  model,  until 
regard    to    Italy,    more    than   occasionally,  they  are  ripe  for  a  change.    It  is  in  this  man- 
She  had  a  dear  interest  in  the  balance  of  the  ner,  that  France,  on  her  new  system,  means  to 
north,  and  had  endeavoured  to  preserve  it.  form  an  universal  empire,  by  producing  aa 
But  when  we  began  to  treat  with  the  present  universal  revolution.    By  this  means,  forauog 
France,  or  more  properly  to  prostrate  our-  a  new  code  of  communities  according  to  what 
•dves  to  her,  and  to  try  if  we  should  be  admit-  she  calls   the  natural  rights  of  man  and  of 
ted  to  ransom  our  allies,  upon  a  system  of  mu-  states,  she  pretends  to  secure  eternal  pesos 
tual  concession  and  compensation,  we  had  not  to  the  world,  guaranteed  by  her  generosity  aid 
one  of  the  usual  facilities.     For  first,  we  justice,  which  are  to  grow  with  the  exteat 
had  not  the  smallest  indication  of  a  desire  for  of  her  power.     To  talk  of  the  balance  of  pow« 
peace  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  but  rather  the  er  to  the  govemours  of  such  a  country,  wis 
direct  contrary.    Men  do  not  make  sacrifices  a  jargon  which  they  could  not  understand  even 
to  obtain    what    they  do    not   desire :    and  through  an  interpreter.    Before  men  can  trau* 
as  for  the  balance  of  power,  it  was  so  far  act  any  affair,  they  must  have  a  commoo  luf 
from  being  admitted  by  France  either  on  the  guage  to  speak,  and  some  comnKui  recognixed 
general  system,  or  with  regard  to  the  particular  principles  on  which  they  can  argue,  otherwise 
lystems  that  I   have  mentioned,  that  in  the  all  is  cross-purpose  and  confusion.    It  wUt 
whde  body  uf  their  authorized  or  encouraged  therefore,  an  essential  preliminary  to  the  y^hd^ 
reports  and  discussions  upon  the  theory  of  proceeding,  to  fix,  whether  the  balance  of  pow* 
the  diplomatic  system,  they  constantly  reject-  er,  the  liberties  and  laws  of  the  empire,  aad 
•d  the  very  idea  of  the  balance  of  power,  and  the  treaties  of  dififerent  bdligerent  powers  in 
treated  it  as  the  true  cause  of  all  the  wars  and  past  times,  when  they  put  an  end  to  boetiUties, 
calamities  that  had  afflicted  Europe :  and  their  were  to  be  considered  as  the  basis  of  the 
practice  was  corre^wndent  to  the  dogmatic  negotiation. 
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The  whole  of  die  enemy's  {din  was  known  would  haTc  sold  for  many  more  years  pur- 

nktta  Lord  Malmesbury  was  sent  with  his  chase  in  any  market  overt  in  Europe.    How 

Krtp  of  equivalents  to  Paris.     Yet,  in  this  was  this  gross  and  glaring  defect  in  the  objects 

■irfbrtunate  attempt  at  negotiation,  instead  of  of  exchange  to  be  supplied  ? — It  was  to  be 

tiing  these  points,  and  assuming  the  balance  made  up  by  argument.    And  what  was  that 

«f  power  and  the  peace  of  Europe  as  the  ba-  argument  ? — The  extreme  utility  of  poeses- 

nt  to  which  all  cessions  on  all  sides  were  to  be  sions  in  the  West  Indies  to  the  augmentation 

Nbservient,  our  solicitor  for  peace  was  direct-  of  the  naval  power  of  France.    A  very  curi- 

•d  to  reverse  that  order.    He  was  directed  ous  topic  of  argument  to  be  proposed  and 

to  make    mutual    concessions,    on    a    mere  insisted  on  by  an  ambassador  of  Great  Britain, 

comparison  of  their  marketable  value,  the  base  It  is  directly  and  plainly  this — "  Come,  we 

tf  treaty.     The  balance  of  power  was  to  be  know  that  of  aH  things  you  wish  a  naval  power, 

iMnminasaninducement,  andasortof  make-  and  it  is  natural  you  should,  who  wish  to 

Wei^t,  to    supply    the    manifest   deficiency  destroy  the  very  sources  of  the  British  great- 

^AAA  must  stare  him  and  the  world  in  the  ness,  to  overpower  our  marine,  to  destroy  oar 

fcoe,  between  those  objects  which  he  was  to  commerce,  to  eradicate  our  foreign  influence, 

Wfttn  the  enemy  to  surrender,  and  those  and  to  lay  us  open  to  an  invasion,  which, 

f^bkh  be  had  to  offer  as  a  ftiir  equivalent.  at  one  stroke,   may  complete  our  servitude 

To  give  any  force  to  this  inducement,  and  and  ruin,  and  expunge  us  from  among  the 

tonake  it  answer  even  the  secondary  purpose  nations  of  the  earth.    Here  I  have  it  in  my 

tf  equalizing  equivalents,  having  in  them-  budget,  the  infallible  arcanum  for  that  pur* 

tdies  BO  natural  proportionate  value,  it  sup-  pose.     You  are  but  novices  in  the  art  of  naval 

pond,  that  the  enemy,  contrary  to  the  most  resources.     Let  you  have  the  West  Indies 

Mtorious  fiu:t,  did  admit  this  balance  of  power  back,  and  your  maritime  preponderance  is 

to  be  of  some  value,  great  or  small;  whereas  secured,  for  which  you  would  do  well  to  be 

it  is  plain,  that  in  the  enemy's  estimate  of  moderate  in  your  demands  upon  the  Austrian 

tti^,  the  consideration  of  the  balance  of  Netherlands." 

power,  as  we  have  said  before,  was  so  far  Under  any  circumstances,  this  is  a  most 

km  going  in  diminution  of  the  value  of  what  extraordinary  topic  of  argument;  but  it  is 

Am  directory  was  desired  to  surrender,  or  of  rendered  by  much  the  more  unaccountable 

|ivi^  an  additional  |Nriee  to  our  o)>jects  o&  when  we  are  told  that  if  the  war  has  been  di- 

■red  in  exchange,  that  the  hope  of  the  utter  verted  from  the  great  object  of  establishing  soci- 

destruction  of  that  balance,  became  a  new  ety  and  good  order  in   Europe  by  destroying 

Motive  to  the  junto  of  regicides  for  preserving,  the  usurpation  in  France;  this  diversion,  was 

tt  a  means  for  realizing  that  hope,  what  we  made  to  increase  the  naval  resources  and  pow- 

^nsbed  them  to  abandon.  er  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  lower,  if  not  anni- 

^  Thus  stood  the  basis  of  the  treaty  on  lay-  hilate,  those  of  the  marine  of  France.     I  leave 

>f  the  first  stone  of  the  foundation.    At  the  all  this  to  the  very  serious  reflection  of  every 

^  best,  upon  our  side,  the  question  stood  Englishman. 

*pOD  a  mere  naked  bargain  and  sale.    Un-  This  basis  was  no  sooner  admitted,  than  the 
liking  people  here  triumphed  when  they  rejection  of  a  treaty  upon  that  sole  foundation 
Ikoiight  diey  had  obtained  it,  whereas  when  was  a  thing  of  course.     The  enemy  did  not 
<^ned  as  a  basis  of  treaty,  it  was  just  the  think  it  worthy  of  a  discussion,  as  in  truth  it 
^*lnit  we  could  possibly  have  chosen.    As  to  was  not ;  and  immediately,  as  usual,  they  be- 
%  offer  to  cede  a  most  unprofitable,  and,  gan,  in  the  most  opprobrious,  and  most  insolent 
Meed,  beggarly,  chargeable  counting-house  manner,  to  question  our  sincerity  and  good 
^two  in  the  East  Indies,  we  ought  not  to  faith.    Whereas,  in  truth  there  was  no  one 
^^SBine  that  they  could  consider  this  as  any  symptom  wanting  of  openness  and  &ir  dealing. 
•Mug  else  than  a  mockery.     As  to  any  thing  What  could  be  more  fair  than  to  lay  open  to 
^  real  value,  we  had  nothing  under  heaven  an   enemy  all    that    you  wished  to  obtain, 
^  oflbr  (for  which  we  were  not  ourselves  in  and  the  price  you  meant  to  pay  for  it,  and  to 
'  very  dubious  stru^e)  except  the  island  of   .  desire  him  to  imitate  your  ingenuous  proceed- 
llafftinico  only.    When  this  object  was  to  ing,  arkl  in  the  same  manner  to  open  his  honest 
%  ««i^ed  against  the  directorial  conquests,  heart  to  you  ?    Here  was  no  want  of  fair 
mvlj  as  an  object  of  a  value  at  market,  dealing,  but  there  was  too  evidently  a  fault  of 
m  principle  of  barter  became  perfectly  ridi-  another  kind ;   there  was  much  weakness- 
single  quarter  in  the  single  city  of  there  was  an  eager  and  impotent  desire  of 
I,  was  worth  ten  Martinicos ;  and  associating  with  this  unsocial  power,  and  ef 
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attempting  the  eoniMction  by  any  means,  how-  public  to  the  hour  in  which  I  write?  If  Mt 

ever  manifestly  feeble  and  ioeffectual.     The  the  directory  composed  of  the  same  jootol 

event  was  committed  to  chance  ;  that  is,  to  Are  they  not  the  identical  men,  who,fifaBti|| 

such  a  manifestation  of  the  desire  of  France  base  and  sordid  vices  which  belonged  to  ^bt/t 

£or  peace,  as  would  induce  the  directory  to  original  place  and  situation,  aspired  to  l|i 

forget  the  advantages  they  had  in  the  system  of  dignity  of  crimes ;  and  from  the  dirtiest,  km* 

barter.    Accordingly  the  general  desire  for  est,  most  fraudulent,  and  most  knavish  of  ckip 

such  a  peace    was    triumphantly    reported  caners,  ascended  in  the  scale  of  robbery,  mt 

from  the  moment  that  Lord  Malmesbury  bad  crilege,  and  assassination  in  all  its  fonn8,tiltf 

set  his  foot  on  the  shore  at  Calais.  last  they  had  imlHrued  their  impious  hands i| 

It  has  been  said  that  the  directory  was  com-  the  blood  of  their  sovereign  ?  Is  it  from  tbMp 

pelled  against  its  will  to  accept  the  basis  of  men  that  we  are  to  lM>pe  for  this  paterBiltai|> 

barter  (as  if  that  had  tended  to  accelerate  the  demess  to   their  country,  and  this  Bscnl  | 

work  of  pacification  !)    by  the  voice  of  all  regard  for  the   peace  and  happiness  ofil  ■ 

France.  Had  this  been  the  case,  the  directors  nations!  I 

would  have  continued  to  listen  to  that  voice        But  it  seems  there  is  still  another  Inklii  : 


to  which  it    seems  they  were  so  obedient :  hope,  akin  to  that  which  duped  us  so 

they  would  have  proceeded  with  the  negoti^  gioudy  before,  when  our  deli^btful  basti  «M  : 

tion  upon  that  basis.    But  the  fact  is,  that  accepted:  we ^illflattw ourselves thattbayi^ 

they   instantly  broke  up  the  negotiation,  as  lie  voice  <^  France  will  c(n^>el  this  direel0 

soon  as  they  had  obliged  our  ambassador  to  to    more    moderation.     Whence    does  dfli  - 

violate  all  the  principles  of  treaty,  and  weakly,  hope  arise  ?  What  pul^c  voice  is  then  ii 

rashly,  and  imguardedly,  to  expose,  without  France  ?    There  are,  indeed,  some  writad^ 

any  counter-proposition,    the   whole  (^  our  who,  since  this  monster  of  a  directory  has«b> 

project  with  regard  to  ourselves  and  our  allies,  tained  a  great  regular  military  force  to  goiii 

and   without  holding  out  the  smallest  hope  them,  are  indulged  in  a  sufficient  liberty  of  mi* 

that  they  would  admit  the  smallest  part  of  our  ting,  and  some  of  them  write  well  undoubted^* 

pretensi(ms.  But  the  world  knows  that  in  France  there  k 

When  they  had  thus  drawn  from  us  all  that  no  public,  that  the  country  is  composed  bit 

they  could   draw  out,   they   expelled    L(»rd  of  two  descriptions  t    audacious  tyrants  ud 

Malmesbury,  and  they  appealed  for  the  pro-  trembling  slaves.    The  contests  between  tks 

priety  of  their  conduct,  to  that  very  France  tyrants  is  the  only  vital  {Nrinciple  that  can  bt 

which,  we    thought  proper  to  suppose,  had  discerned  in  France.     The  only  thing  i^idi 

driven  them  to  this  fine  concession  ;  and  I  do  there  appears  like  spirit  is  amcHig  their  lito 

not  find  that  in  either  division  <^  the  family  of  associates,  and  fastest  friends  of  the  directofji 

thieves,  the  younger  branch,  or  the  elder,  or  in  the  more  furious  and  untameable  part  of  tfas 

any  other  body  whatsoever,  there  was  any  in-  jacobins.    This  disccmtented  member  of  tbs 

dignation  excited,  or  any  tumult  raised ;  or  any  facticm  does  almost  balance  the  reigning  £fi- 

thing  like  the  virulence  of  opposition  which  was  sions  ;   and  it  threatens   every  moment  to 

shown  to  the  king's  ministers  here  on  account  of  predominate.    For  the  present,  however,  llw 

that  transaction.  dread  of  their  fury  forms  some  sort  of  secnritf 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  seems  a  hope  is  to  their  fellows,  who  now  exercise  a  man 

still  entertained,  that  the  directory  will  have  regular,  and  therefore  a  somewhat  lessfero* 

that  tenderness  for  the  carcas  of  their  coun-  cious  tyranny.    Most  of  the  slaves  dioose  t 

try,  by  whose  very  distemper,  and  on  whose  quiet,  however  reluctant,  sulnnission  to  than 

festering  wounds,  like  vermin,  they  are  fed,  who  are  somewhat  satiated  with  blood,and«ks 

that  these  pious   patriots  will  of  themselves  like  wolves  are  a  little  more  tame  from  being 

come  into  a  more  moderate  and  reasonable  a  little  less  hungry,  in  preference  to  an  inni^ 

way  of  thinking  and  acting.    In  the  name  of  tion  of  the  famished  devourer8,whoareproi^ 

W(Hider,  what  has  inspired  our  ministry  with  ing  and  howling  about  the  fold, 
this  hope  any  more  than  with  their  form  or        This  circumstance  assures  some  degree  cf 

e]q)ectations.  permanence  to  the  power  of  those  whom  vt 

Do  these  hopes  only  arise  from  continual  know  to  be  permanently  our  rancorous  and  !■> 

disappointment  ?  Do  they  grow  out  of  the  usual  placable  enemies.  But  to  those  very  aaeminii 

grounds  of  despair  ?  What  is  there  to  encou-  who  have  sworn  our  destruction,  we  have  ow- 

rage  them,  in  the  conduct,  (»r  even  in  the  de-  selves  given  a  further  and  far  better  security 

clarations  of  the  ruling  powers  in  France,  from  by  rendering  the  cause  of  the  royalists  deape* 

the  first  formation  of  their  mischievous  r^  rate.    Those  brave  and  yirtuQUs,  but  uofoilik 
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adherents  to  the  ancient  constitution  of  loan  became  public  at  Paris,  the  negotiation 

countrji  after  the  miserable  slaughters  ended,  and  our  ambassador  was  ignominiously 

Mdi  have  been  made  in  that  body,  after  all  expelled.    My  view  of  this  was  different :  I 

4i^  losses  by  emigration,  are  still  numerous,  liked  the  loan,  not  from  the  influence  which  it 

Irit  unable  to  exert  themselves  against  the  force  might  have  on  the  enemy,  but  on  account  of 

If  die  usurpation,  evidently  countenanced  and  the  temper  which  it  indicated  in  our  own  peo- 

r[  by  th(»e  very  princes  who  had  called  pie.     This  alone  is  a  consideration  of  any  im- 

to  arm  for  the  support  of  the  legal  mo-  portance  ;  because  all  calculation,  formed  upon 

pBdiy.     Where  then,  after  chasing    these  a  supposed  relation  of  the  habitudes  of  others 

listing  hopes  of  ours  from  point  to  point  of  to  our  own,  under  the  present  circumstances, 

lb  political  horizon,  are  they  at  last  really  is  weak  and  fallacious.     The  adversary  must 

ftaud?    Not  where,  under  Providence,  the  be  judged,  not  by  what  we  are,  or  by  what  we 

Mpea  of  Englishmen  used  to  be  placed,  in  our  wish  him  to  be,  but  by  what  we  must  know  he 

Wrb  courage  and  in  our  own  virtues,  but  in  actually  is :  unless  we  choose  to  shut  our  eyes 

Ae  moderation  and  virtue  of  the  most  atrocious  and  our  ears  to  the  uniform  tenour  of  all  his 

^MBStersthat  have  ever  disgraced  and  plagued  discourses,  and  to  his  uniform  course  in  all  his 

iHakind.  actions.    We  may  be  deluded  ;  but  we  cannot 

*^  The  only  elcuse  to  be  made  for  all  our  men-  pretend  that  we  have  been  disappointed.    The 

4eaiit  diplomacy  is  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  old  rule  of,  Ne  te  queesiveris  extra,  is  a  pre- 

tfi  odier  mendicancy ; — ^namely,  that  it  has  cept  as  available  in  policy  as  it  is  in  morals. 

\tt^  founded  on  absolute  necessity.    This  Let  us  leave  off  speculating  upon  the  disposi- 

IMenres  consideration.     Necessity,  as  it  has  tion  and  the  wants  of  the  enemy.    Let  us  de- 

'lo  kw,  BD  it  has  no  shame  ;  but  pioral  neces-  scend  into  our  own  bosoms ;  let  us  ask  our- 

lilj  is  not  like  metaphysical,  or  even  physical,  selves  what  are  our  duties,  and  what  are  our 

%  tiiat  category,  it  is  a  word  of  loose  signifi-  means  of  discharging  them.     In  what  heart 

'Ctdco,  and  conveys  different  ideas  to  different  are  you  at  home  ?     How  far  may  an  English 

Inds.     To  the  low-minded,  the    slightest  minister  confide  in  the  affections,  in  the  con- 

yucfmitf  becomes  an    invincible  necessity,  fidence,  in  the  force  of  an  English  people  ? 

y  The  sk^hftil  man  saith.  There  is  a  lion  in  What  does  he  find  us  when  he  puts  us  to  the 

fteway,  and  I  shall  be  devoured  in  the  streets."  proof  of  what  English  interest  and  English 

But  when  the  necessity  pleaded  is  not  in  the  honour  demand  ?    It  is,  as  furnishing  an  an- 

pttnre  of  things,  but  in  the  vices  of  him  who  swer  to  these  questicms  that  I  consider  the 

lieges  it,  the  whining  tones  of  common-place  circumstances  of  the  loan.     The  effect  oi^  the 

Vggarly  rhetoric,  produce  nothing  but  indig-  enemy  is  not  in  what  he  may  speculate  on 

BatioD ;  because  Uiey  indicate  a  desire  of  our  resources,  but  in  what  he  shall  feel  from 

keeping  up  a  dishonourable  existence,  without  our  arms. 

itili^  to  others,  and  without  dignity  to  itself;  The  circumstances  of  the  loan  have  proved 

keause  they  aim  at  obtaining  the  dues  of  beyond  a  doubt  three  capital    points,  which, 

kiboor  without  industry ;  and  by  frauds  would  if  they  are  properly  used,  may  be  advantage- 

fow  from  the  compassion  of  odiers,  what  men  ous  to  the  fbture  liberty  and  happiness  of  man- 

cag^t  to  owe  to  their  own  spirit  and  their  own  kind.     In  the  first  place,  the  loan    demon- 

(aterti(Xis.  strates,  in  regard  to  instrumental  resources,  the 

I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  if  we  degrade  competency  of  this  kingdom  to  the  assertion  of 

Ottrselves,  it  is  the  degradation  which  will  the  common  cause,  and  to  the  maintenance 

Mil^t  us  to  the  yoke  of  necessity,  and  not  and  superintendanceofthat,  which  it  is  its  duty, 

^t  it  is  necessity,  which  has  brought  on  our  and  its  glory  to  hold,  and  to  watch  over — the 

degradation.    In  this  same  chaos,  where  light  balance  of  power  throughout  the  christian  world. 

tad  darkness  are  struggling  together,  the  open  Secondly,  it  brings  to  light  what,  under  the 

ttbscription  of  last  year,  with  all  its  circum-  most  discouraging  appearances,  I  always  reck- 

ttances,  must  have  given  us  no  little  glimmer-  oned  on ;  diat  with  its  ancient  physical  force, 

hg  of  hope ;  not  ^  I  have  heard,  it  was  not  only  unimpaired,  but  augmented,  its  an- 

Vunly  dijMX>ursed,)  that  the  loan  could  prove  cient  spirit  is  still  alive  in  the  British  nation. 

t  crotch  to  a  lame  negotiation  abroad ;  and  It  proves,  that  for  their  application  there  is  a 

tflltthe  whiff  and  wind  of  it  must  at  once  have  spirit  equal  to  the  resources,  for  its  energy 

dlspoeed  the  enemies  of  all  tranquillity  to  a  de-  above  them.   It  proves  that  there  exists,  though 

lira  for  peace.    Judging  on  the  face  of  facts,  not  always  visible,  a  spirit  which  never  fails 

If  OD  them  it  had  any  effect  at  aU,  it  had  the  to  come  forth  whenever  it  is  ritually  invoked  ; 

ifirsct  ooDtrary  effect ;  for  very  soon  after  the  a  spirit  which  will  give  no  equivocal  response, 


286 


LETTERS  ON  A 


but  such  as  will  hearten  the  timidity,  and  fix 
the  irresolution  of  hesitating  prudence  ;  a  spirit 
which  will  be  ready  to  perfurm  all  the  tasks 
that  shall  be  imposed  upon  it  by  the  public 
honour.  Thirdly,  the  loan  displays  an  abun- 
dant confidence  in  his  majesty's  government, 
as  adniinistenxi  by  his  present  servants,  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  war  which  the  people  consider, 
not  as  a  war  made  on  the  suggestion  of  minis- 
ters, and  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  ambition 
or  pride  of  statesmen,  but  as  a  war  of  their 
own,  and  in  defence  of  that  very  property  which 
they  expend  for  its  support ;  a  war  for  that 
order  of  things,  from  which  every  thing  valuable 
that  they  possess  is  derived,  and  in  which 
order  alone  it  can  possibly  be  maintained. 

I  hear  in  derogation  of  the  value  of  the  fact, 
fix>m  which  I  draw  inferences  so  favourable  to 
the  spirit  of  the  people  and  to  its  just  expecta- 
tion from  ministers,  that  the  eighteen  million 
loan  is  to  be  considered  in  no  other  light,  than 
as  taking  advantage  <^a  very  lucrative  bar- 
gain held  out  to  the  subscribers.  I  do  not  in 
truth  believe  it.  All  the  circumstances  which 
attended  the  subscription  strongly  spoke  a  difier- 
ent  language.  Be  it,  however,  as  these  detract- 
ors say.  This  with  mederogateslittle,  or  rather 
nothing  at  all,  from  the  political  value  and 
importance  of  fact.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
if  the  transaction  lyas  not  such  a  bargain, 
otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  a  fair  one. 
A  corrupt  and  improvident  loan,  like  every  thing 
else  corrupt  or  prodigal,  cannot  be  too  much 
condemned :  but  there  is  a  sh(Mt-sighted  parsi- 
mony still  more  fatal  than  an  unfbreseeing 
expense.  The  value  of  money  must  be  judged 
like  every  thing  else  from  its  rate  at  market. 
To  force  that  market,  or  any  market,  is  of  all 
things  the  most  dangerous.  For  a  small  tem- 
porary benefit,  the  spring  of  all  public  credit 
might  be  relaxed  for  ever.  The  monied  men 
have  a  right  to  look  to  advantage  in  the  invest- 
Bient  of  their  property.  To  advance  their 
money,  they  risk  it ;  and  the  risk  is  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  price.  If  they  were  to  incur  a 
loss,  that  loss  would  amount  to  a  tax  on  that 
peculiar  species  of  property ,  In  eflfect,  it  would 
be  the  most  unjust  and  impolitic  of  all  things, 
unequal  taxation.  It  would  throw  upon  one 
description  of  persons  in  the  community,  that 
burden  which  ought  by  fair  and  equitable  dis- 
tribution to  rest  upon  the  whole.  None  on 
account  of  their  dignity  shouki  be  exempt; 
Done  (preserving  due  proporticm)  on  account 
of  the  scantiness  of  their  means.  The  moment 
a  man  is  exempted  from  the  maintenance  c^the 
ocnnmumty,  he  ii  in  a  sort  separated  ficom  it. 
Qe  loees  the  place  of  a  citixen. 


So  it  is  in  all  taxation ;  but  in  a  bfffi^ 
when  terms  of  loss  are  looked  for  by  the  l# 
rower  from  the  lender,  compulsioo,  or  fVt 
virtually  is  compulsion,  introduces  itsdf  <■ 
the  place  of  treaty.     When  compulsiaD  rif 
be  at  all  used  by  a  state  in  borrowl])g,H 
occasion  must  determine.    But  the  coofv 
sion  ought  to  be  known,  and  well  defined,  v 
well  distinguished  :  for  otherwise  trea^  c^f 
weakens  the  energy  (^compulsioo,  while aM' 
pulsion  destroys  the  freedom  of  a  bargain.  Tk 
advantage  of  both  is  lost  by  the  ccmfasiai  I 
things  in  their  nature  utterly  unsociable,  a 
would  be  to  introduce  compulsion  into  that  k 
which  fi-eedom  and  existence  are  the  aaai) 
I  mean  credit.    The  moment  thatsbameiff 
fear,  or  force,  are  directly  or  indirectly  ap^ 
to  a  loan,  credit  perishes. 

There  must  be  some  impulse  besides  pdn 
spirit,  to  put  private  interest  into  motion  aloii| 
with  it.  Monied  men  ought  to  be  allowed  la 
set  a  value  on  their  money  ;  if  they  did  nl^ 
there  could  be  no  monied  men.  This  deal 
of  accumulation,  is  a  princijde  without  wfaMk 
the  means  of  their  service  to  the  state  codtt 
not  exist.  The  love  of  lucre,  though  sometintf 
caried  to  a  ridiculous,  sometimes  to  a  vicioai 
excess,  is  the  grand  cause  of  prosperity  to  d 
states.  In  this  natural,  this  reasonable,  thil 
powerful,  this  prohfic  principle,  it  is  for  (be 
satirist  to  expose  the  riclicuk>us  ;  it  is  for  & 
moralist  to  censure  the  vicious ;  it  is  for  the 
sympathetic  heart  to  reprobate  the  hard  and 
cruel ;  it  is  for  the  judge  to  animadvert  on  d|e 
fraud,  the  extortion,  and  the  oppression ;  bat  it 
is  for  the  statesman  to  employ  it  as  he  finds  it, 
with  all  its  concomitant  excellencies,  with  al 
its  imperfections  on  its  head.  It  is  his  parti 
in  this  case,  as  it  is  in  all  other  cases,  wbect 
he  is  to  make  use  of  the  general  energies  oi 
nature,  to  take  them  as  he  finds  them. 

After  all,  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagjaa, 
as  too  commonly,  almost  indeed  generally,  U 
is  imagined,  that  the  public  borrower  and  tha 
private  lender  are  two  adverse  parties  withdi^ 
ferent  and  contending  interests ;  and  that  whit 
is  given  to  the  one,  is  wholly  taken  from  the  <Att» 
Constituted  as  our  system  of  finance  and  tanc 
tion  is,  the  interests  of  the  contracting  paitiei 
cannot  well  be  separated,  whatever  they  nay 
reciprocally  intend.  He  who  is  the  hard  lend* 
er  of  to-day,  to-morrow  is  the  genwous  ooo* 
tributer  to  his  own  payment.  For  eian^ 
the  last  loan  is  raised  on  public  taxes,  whick 
are  designed  to  produce  annually  two  DuliM 
sterling.  At  first  view,  this  is  an  anauity  d 
two  millions  dead  charge  upon  the  public  k 
favour  of  certain  monied  men ;  but  inipect  lb 
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rly,  follow  the  stream  in  its  fore,  is  taken  from  the  capital  by  too  close 

jTou  will  find  that  there  is  a  a  bargain  is  but  a  delusive  advantage,  it  is 

icy   in  this  state  of  things.  so  much  lost  to  the   public  in  another  way. 

whoever  considers  any  man's  This  matter  cannot  on  one  side  or  the  other  be 

is  income,  old  or  new,  (I  speak  metaphysically  pursued  to  the  extreme,  but  it 

3  in  life,)  will  find  a  full  third  of  is  a  consideration  of  which,   in  all  discus- 

lirect  or  indirect.    If  so,  this  sions  of  this  kind,  we  ought  never  whdly  to  lose 

ome  of  two  millions  will  proba-  sight. 

0(M.  (I  avoid  broken  numbers)  It  is  never,  therefore,  wise  to  quarrel  with 
oaenl  of  its  own  interest,  or  to  the  interested  views  of  men,  while  they  are 
A  own  capital.  So  it  is  with  combined  with  the  public  interest  and  pro- 
public  debt.  Suppose  it  any  mote  it :  it  is  our  business  to  tie  the  knot,  if 
3  a  fallacious  estimate  of  the  possible,  closer.  Resources  that  are  derived 
1  to  consider  it  as  a  mere  bur-  firom  extraordinary  virtues,   as  such  virtues 

it  is  so  without  question,  but  are    rare,  so    they    must   be    unproductive, 

lor  any  thing  like  it.    If  the  It  is  a  good  thing  ibr  a  monied  roan  to  pledgo 

interest  be  spent,  the  above  his  property  on   the  wel&re  of  his  country ; 

IS  again  into  the  public  stock :  he  shews  that  he  places  his  treasure  where  his 

aking  the  interest  of  the  whole  heart  is;  and  revolving  in  this  circle,  we 

I  millions,  three  hundred  thou-  know  that  "  wherever  a  man's  treasure  is, 

i  something  more)  notless  than  there  his  heart  will  be  also."    For  these  reasons 

iUion  one  hundred   thousand  and  on  these  principles,  I  have  been  sorry  to 

;k  again  to  the  public  through  see  the  attempts  which  have  been  made,  with 

position.    If  the  whole,  or  any  more  good  meaning  than  foresight  and  con- 

ne  be  saved,  so  much  new  cap-  sideration,  towards  raising  the  annual  interest 

d;  the  infallible  operation  of  of  this  loan  by  private  contributions.    Wher« 

ret  the  value  of  money,  and  ever  a  regular  revenue  is  estaUished,  there 

:x>nduce  towards  the  improve-  voluntary  contribution  can  answer  no  purposei 

redit.  but  to  disorder  and  disturb  it  in  its  course, 

iture  of  the  capitalist j  not  the  To  recur  to  such  aids  is,  for  so  much  to  dissolve 

.tal,  as  my  standard  ;  because  the  community,  and  to  return  to  a  state  of 

urd  upon  which    among  us,  unconnected  nature.    And  even  if  such  a  sup- 

ohject  of  taxation,  is  rated,  ply  should   be  productive,  in  a  degree  coni- 

land  and  offices  only  excepted,  mensurate  to  its  object,  it  must  also  be  pro- 

:ulty  tax.    We   preserve  the  ductive  of  much  vexation,  and  much  oppres- 

ko  expense.     Our  taxes,  for  sion.    Either  the  citizens,  by  the  propoMd 

ropcNTtion  fly  over  the  heads  of  duties  pay  their  proportion  acconling  to  some 

ses.    They  escape  too,  who,  rate  made  by  public  authority,  or  they  do 

ity,  voluntarily  subject  them-  not.    If  the  law  be  well  made,  and  the  contri- 

sh  discipline  of  a  rigid  neces-  butions  founded  on  just  proportions,  every  thing 

ibour  and  frugality,  the  parents  superadded  by  something  that  is  not  as  regular 

pread,  and  wisely  too.     The  as  law,  and  as  uniform  in  its  operation,  will 

ease  to  augment  the  common  become  more  or  less  out  of  proportion.    If, 

noit  they  no   longer    enrich  on  the  contrary,  the  law  be  not  made  upmi 

stry  or  their  self-denial,  their  proper  cak:utation,  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  puh- 

.  their  ease  are  obliged  to  pay  lie  wisdom,  which  fails  in  skill  to  assess  the 

the  public ;  not  because  they  citizen  in  just  measure,  and  according  to  his 

iciples,  but  because  they  are  means.     But  the  hand  of  authority   is  not 

If,   in  &ct,  the  interest  paid  always  the  most  heavy  hand.    It  is  obvious, 

d  not  thus  revolved  again  into  that  men  may  be  oppressed  by  many  ways, 

r  this  secretion  had  not  again  besides  those  which  taJie  their  course  firom  the 

into   the  mass    of  blood,   it  supreme  power  of  the  state.    Suppose  the 

n  impossible  for  the  nation  to  payment  to  be  wholly  discretionary.    What- 

this  time  under  such  a  debt,  ever  has  its  origin  in  caprice,  is  sure  not  to 

ebt  it  does  exist  and  flourish  ;  improve  in  its  progress,  nor  to  end  in  reason, 

hing  state  of  existence  in  no  It  is  impossible  for  each  private  individual  to 

B  owing   to  the  contribution  have  any  measure  conformable  to  the  partkalar 

hepaymeot.  Whatever,  there-  condition  of  each  of  his  fellow  dtiseos,  or  to  the 
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ganeral  exifencief  of  hit  oouotry.    'Ti«  a 
random  shot  at  best. 

When  men  proceed  in  this  irregular  mode, 
the  first  contributor  is  apt  to  grow  peevish 
with  his  neighbours.  He  is  but  too  well 
disposed  to  measure  their  means  by  his  own 
envy,  and  not  by  the  real  state  of  their  fortunes, 
which  he  can  rarely  linow,  and  which  it  may 
in  them  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  imprudence 
to  reveal.  Hence  the  odium  and  lassitude, 
with  which  people  will  look  upon  a  provision 
for  the  public,  which  is  bought  by  discord 
at  the  expense  of  social  quiet.  Hence  the 
bitter  heart-burnings,  and  the  war  of  tongues 
which  is  so  often  the  prelude  to  other  wars. 
Nor  is  it  every  contribution,  called  voluntary, 
which  is  according  to  the  free  will  of  the 
giver.  A  false  shame,  or  a  false  glory ,  against  his 
feelings,  and  his  judgment,  may  tax  an  indi- 
vidual to  the  detriment  of  his  family,  and  in 
wrong  of  his  creditors.  A  pretence  c^  pub- 
lic spirit  may  disable  him  from  the  performance 
of  his  private  duties.  It  may  disable  him  even 
from  paying  the  legitimate  contributions  which 
he  is  to  furnish  according  to  the  prescript 
of  law  ;  but  what  is  the  most  dangerous  of 
all  is,  that  malignant  disposition  to  which  this 
mode  of  contribution  evidently  tends,  and 
which  at  length,  leaves  the  comparatively  indi- 
gent to  judge  of  the  wealth,  and  to  pre- 
scribe to  the  opulent,  or  those  whom  they 
conceive  to  be  such,  the  use  they  are  to  make 
of  their  fortunes.  From  thence  it  is  but  one 
step  to  the  subversion  of  all  property. 

Far,  very  far  am  I  from  supposing  that  such 
things  enter  into  the  purposes  of  those  excel- 
lent persons  whose  zeal  has  led  them  to  this 
kind  of  measure  ;  but  the  measure  itself  will 
lead  them  beyond  their  intention,  and  what  is 
begun  with  the  best  designs,  bad  men  will 
perversely  improve  to  the  worst  of  their 
purposes.  An  ill-fonnded  plausibility  in  great 
afiairs  is  a  real  evil.  In  France  we  have  seen 
the  wickedest  and  most  foolish  of  men,  the 
constitution-mongers  of  1789,  pursuing  this 
▼ery  course,  and  ending  in  this  very  event. 
These  projecters  of  deception  set  on  foot  two 
modes  of  voluntary  contribution  to  the  state. 
The  first,  they  called  patriotic  gifls.  These, 
for  the  greater  part  were  not  more  ridicu** 
lous  in  the  mode,  than  contemptible  in  the 
project.  The  other,  which  they  called  the 
patriotic  contribution,  was  expected  to  amount 
to  a  fourth  of  the  fortunes  of  individuals, 
bat  at  their  own  will  and  on  their  own  esti^ 
mate ;  but  this  contribution  threatening  to  fall 
infinitely  short  of  their  hopes,  they  soon  made 
it  compulsory,  both  in  the  rate  and  in  the 


levy,  begimniig  in  firand  and  mia%,uA 
frauds  of  power  omI,  in  plain  violeim. 
these  devices  to  produce  an  involantary  n|i 
were  under  the  pretext  of  i;plieviBg  tkftiM 
indigent  classes,  but  the  principle  ofTfltnl^ 
contribution,  however  delusive,  beiag  Mtj 
eslabli^ed,  these  lower  dasses  first,  udte 
all  classes,  were  encouraged  to  throw  off  Ai 
regular  methodical  payments  to  the  rtateiia 
many  badges  of  slavery.    Thus  aU  regubrnMF 
nue  failing,  these  imposters  rusing  the  Mf* 
structure  on  the  same  cheats  with  vrfaick  ^ 
had  laid  the  foundation  c^  their  gre^M^ 
and  not  content  with  a  portion  of  ^  foa*' 
sions  of  the  rich,  confiscated  the  whole,  taitl. 
prevent  them  firom  reclaiming   their  r^i^ 
murdered  the  pn^etors.     The  iHiole  of  Ai 
process  has  passed  before  our  eyes,  asd  Imi 
ctMiducted  indeed  with  a  greater  degneot 
rapidity,  than  couki  be  expected. 

My*opinion  then  is,  that  poUic  coolrft* 
tions  ought  only  to  be  raised  by  the  poUii 
will.  By  the  judicious  form  of  our  oons^ 
tion,  the  public  contribution  is  in  its  oameiii 
substance  a  grant.  In  its  OTigin  it  is  tn^ 
voluntary ;  not  voluntary,  acccmling  to  ihi 
irregular,  unsteady,  capricious  will  of  iodivi^ 
uals,  but  according  to  the  will  and  wisdon  of 
the  whole  popular  mass,  in  the  only  way  il 
which  wiU  and  wisdom  can  go  together^  Tkii 
voluntary  grant  obtaining  in  its  progress  thi 
force  of  a  law,  a  general  necessi^  wbkii 
takes  away  all  merit,  and  consequently  al 
jealousy  from  individuals,  compresses,  eqml' 
izes,  and  satisfies  the  whde;  suffering  no  mil 
to  judge  of  his  neighbour,  or  to  arrogate  uf 
thing  to  himself.  If  their  wiU  comf^ies  vidi 
their  obligation,  the  great  end  is  answered  ii 
the  happiest  mode  ;  if  the  will  resists  the  ht^ 
then,  every  one  loses  a  great  part  of  his  cm 
will  as  a  common  lot.  After  all,  perhaps  con* 
tributions  raised  by  a  charge  on  luxury,  V 
that  degree  of  convenience  which  approaekf 
so  near  as  to  be  confounded  with  luxury,  if  th> 
only  mode  of  contribution  whidi  may  be  wiA 
truth  termed  voluntary* 

I  might  rest  here,  and  take  the  loan  I  ffttk 
of  as  leading  to  a  sdution  of  that  questioi 
which  I  proposed  in  my  fir^  letter ;  **  WW 
ther  the  inability  of  the  country  to  prosecnit 
the  war,  did  necessitate  a  submission  to  thi 
indignities  and  the  calamities  of  a  peace  widi 
the  regicide  power  V*  But  give  me  leare  t» 
pursue  this  point  a  little  further. 

I  know  timt  it  has  been  a  cry  usual  on  thii 
occasion,  as  it  has  been  upon  occasiootwiNn 
such  a  cry  could  have  less  apparent  jnstifiea* 
tion,  that  great  distress  and  misery  htf  bs« 


h 

k 
s 

k 

i 

11 
i 

I 
I 

I 


REGICIDE  PEACE.                                            $g9 

»  of  this  war,  by  the  burthens  richesi    An  increasing  capital  calls  for  la* 

iid  upon  the  people.    But  to  hour :  and  an  increasing  population  answers  to 

the   burthen    really    lies    and  the  call.    Our  manufactures  augmented  both 

es,  we  must  divide  the  people,  for  the  supply  of  foreign  and  domestic  con- 

mon  people,  their  stock  is  in  sumption,  reproducing  with  the  means  of  life, 

nd  in  their  earnings.     I  deny  the  multitudes  which  they  use  and  waste,  (and 

)f  their  persons  is  diminished  which  many  of  them  devour  much  more  surely 

proportion    than   the  common  and  much  more  largely  than  the  war)  have 

ulousness  abundantly  fill  up ;  I  always   found  the  laborious  hand  ready  for 

employment ;  proportioned  pay  the  liberal  pay.     That  the  price  of  the  mldier 

le  produce  of  the  soil,  and  where  is  highly  raised  is  true.    In  paft  this  rise 

ccording  to  the  operation  of  the  may  be  owing  to  some  measures  not  so  well 

;  plentUiil  nourishment  to  vigor-  considered  in  the  beginning  of  this  war ;  but 

raifortable  provision  to  decrepid  the  grand  cause  has  been  the  reluctance  of  that 

nfancy ,  and  to  accidental  malady*  class  of  people  from  w  hom  the  soldiery  is  taken, 

to  the  pcdicy  of  the  provision  for  to  enter  into  a  military  life,  not  that  but 

die  variety  effaces  under  which  it  once  entered  into  it  has  its  conveniences,  and 

This  is  the  matter  of  another  even  its  pleasures.    I  have  seMom  known  a 

nly  just  speak  c^  it  as  a  &ct}  soldier  who,  at  the  intercessi(Mi  of  his  friends, 

era  to  support  me  in  my  denial  and  at  their  no  small  charge,  had  been  redeem- 

ny  cne  of  the  ordinary  sources  of  ed  firom  that  discipline,  that  in  a  short  time, 

f  mankind  is  dried  up  by  this  was  not  eager  to  return  to  it  again.    But  the 

I  what  I  can  well  prove,  that  the  true  reason  is  the  abundant  occupation,  and 

a  less  than  the  supply.     To  say  the  augmented  stipend  found  in  towns,  and 

I  man  must  be  killed,  is  to  say  villages,  and  farms,  which  leaves  a  smaller 

it  to  be  no  war.    This  they  may  number  of  persons  to  be  disposed  of.    The 

;h  to  talk  idly,  and  who  would  price  (^men  for  new  and  untried  ways  of  life, 

humanity  at   the    expense  of  must  bear  a  proportion  to  the  profits  of  that 

,    or  their  understanding.     If  mode  of  existence  from  whence  they  are  to  be 

e  lost  in  this  war  than  neces-  bought. 

they  are  lost  by   misconduct  So  fiir  as  to  the  stock  of  the  comnoon  people 

It  if  die  hostility  be  just,  the  er-  as  it  consists  in  their  persons.    As  to  the 

orrected :    The  war  is  not  to  be  other  part,  which  consists  in  their  earnings,  I 

have  to  say,  that   the  rates  of  wages  are 
took  of  the  common  people,  in  very  greatly  augmented  almost  through  the 
ot  lessened,  any  more  than  the  kingdom.    In  the  parish  where  I  live,  it  has 
Mired,  is  manifest,  without  being  been  raised  from  seven  to  nine  shillings  in  the 
fan  actual  numeration.    An  im-  week  for  the  same  labourer,   performing  the 
nproving  agriculture,  which  im-  same  task  and  no  greater.    Except  something 
augmentation  of  labour,  has  not  in  the  malt  taxes  and  the  duties  upon  sugars. 
If  at  a  stand,  no,  not  for  a  single  I  do  not  know  any  one  tax  imposed  for  very 
want  of  the  necessary  hands,  many  years  past  which  affects  the  labourer 
lettled  progress  of  husbandry,  or  in  any  degree  whatsoever ;  while  on  the  other 
nal  pressure  of  harvest.    I  have  hand,  the  tax  upon  houses  not  having  more 
CO  believe  that  there  has  been  a  than  seven  windows  (that  is,  upon  cottages) 
importation,  or  the  demand  of  it,  was  repealed  the  very  year  before  the  corn- 
curing  kingdom  than  informer  mencementc^  the  present  war.    On  the  whole, 
igriculture  was  more  limited  in  I  am  satisfied  that  the  humUest  class,  and  that 
1  its  means,  and  when  the  time  class  which  touches  the  most  nearly* on  the 
of  profound  peace.    On  the  con-  lowest,  out  of  which  it  is  continually  emerging, 
ilific  fertility  of  country  life  has  and  to  which  it  is  continually  falling,  receives 
aperfluity  of  population  into  the  far   more  firom    public  impositions   than    it 
ito  other  public  works,  which  of  pays.    That  class  receives  two  millions  star- 
ve been  undertaken  to  so  amazing  ling  annually  firom  the  classes  above  it.    It 
1  which  have  not  only  not  been  pays  to  no  such  amount  towards  any  public 
but  beyond  all  expectation  push-  c(»itributi<ni. 

doubled  vigour  in  a  war  that  calls  I  hope  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  take 

i  our  meQ|  and  so  much  of  our  notice  of  that  language  so  ill«fiuited  to  tlia 
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persons  to  whom  it  ban  been  attributed,  and  so  Thia  pnliB^  JU^"^  ■>  ""^  *■  nwioalaiitii 

unbecoming  tbe  place  in  which   it  is  naid  U>  fiidiafa.      In    ifnidiing    with    greet  ain% 

bare  been  utiereJ,  concerning  tbe  present  war  weakness  is  never  iuMudoaa.    Hiihcilo  At 

as  tlie  caune  of  the  high  price  of  prorisicios  name  of  poor  (in  the  aeose  in  wiuck  it  is«di 

during  tlie   greater  part  of  tbe    year   1796.  to  excite  compassion)  bas  Bot  beca  sni  fa 

I  presume  it  is  only  to  be  ascribed  to  tbe  into-  those  who  can,  but  fur  those  wfaocasBOt  kbiK 

lerable  license  with   which  the  newspapers  — Sor  the  sick  and  infinn ;  Sar  oqibaa  isia^f 

break  not  only  the  rules  of  decorum  in  r«il  life,  for  languishing  and  decrepid  age:  bat  uki 

but  even  the  dram  itic  decorum,  when  they  we  effect  to  ptij  as  poor,  thosa  n^  asil 

personate  great  men,   and,  like  bad    poets,  labour  or  tbe  world  cannot  exist,  we  are  in- 


make  the  heroes  of  the  piece  talk  more  like     fling  with  the  cooditioa  of  sssiiiiiil     ItiiAa 
OS  Grub-street  scribblers,  than  in  a  style  coo-     common  doom  of  bmb  that  be  anist  eat  111 


sonant  to  persons  of  gravity  and  importance  in     bread  by  tbe  sweat  of  has  brow,  that  is,  ky  is 
the  state.     It  was  easy  to  demonstrate  tbe     sweat  uf  his  body,  or  the  sweat  of  his  maik 


cause,  and  the  sole  cause,  of  that  rise  in  the     If  this  toil  was  inflictari  aa  a  caiaa,  it  isi 
grand  article  and  first  necessary  of  life.    It     might  be  expected  froaa   tbe  canes  ef  iie 


would  appear  that  it  had  no  more  connection     Father  of  all  blessings— '.t  is  teaqpeced  alb 
with  the  war,   than  the  m  xierate  price  to     many  alleviations,  many  oosoforts.    Efsvyal* 
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which  all  sorts  of  ^rain  were  reduced,  soon  af>  tempt  to  fly  from  it,  and  to  refuse  the  very 

ter  the  return  of  Lord  Malmesbury,  had  with  of  our  existence,  becomes  oHidi  nme  tn^ 

the  state  of  politics  and  the  fate  uf  his  lord-  a  curse,  and  heavier  pains  and  penahiss  fil 

ship's  treaty.     I  have  quite  as  good  reason  upon  those  who  wouU  elude  the  ta^  aUdl 

(that  is,  no  reason  at  all)  to  attribute  this  are  put  upon  them  by  the  gseat  Master  Woik*    ^ 

abundance  to  the  longer  continuance  of  the  war,  man  c^  the  World,  who  in  his  dealings  wilkhii 

as  the  gentlemen  who  personate  leading  mem-  creatures  sympathizes  with  their  wedoiM^ 

bers  of  parliament,  have  had  for  giving  the  and  speaking  of  a  creation  wrought  by  mifi 

mihanced  price  to  that  war,  at  a  more  early  will  out  of  nothing,  speaks  of  six  days  of  (§• 

period  of  its  duration.    Oh,  the  fully  of  us  hour  and  one  of  reM.    I  do  not  call  a  hesU^ 

poor  creatures  who  in  the  midst  of  our  distress-  young  man,  cheerfii]  in  his  mind,  and  vigoNMl 

es,  or  our  escapes,  are  ready  to  claw  or  caress  in  his  arms,  I  cannot  call  such  a  man,  psB^i 

one  another,  upon   matters    that  so  seldom  I  cannot  pity  my  kind,  as  a  kind  merriv  W 

depend   on    our  wisdom   or    our  weakness,  cause  they  are  men.     This  aCected  pi^i  <^ 

on  our  good  or  evil  conduct  towards  each  tends  to  dissatisfy  them  with  their  oooditiat) 

other*  and  to  teach  them  to  seek  resouices  wba* 

An  untimely  shower,  or  an  unseasonable  no  resources  are  to  be  found,  in8(NnBethiBgebi 

drought;  a  frost  too  long  continued,  or  too  sud-  than  their  own  industiy,  and  flrugahty,*!^ 

denly  broken  up,  witli  rain  and  tempest ;  the  sobriety.    Whatever   may  be  the  iatealiA 

blight  of  the  spring,  or  the  the  smut  of  the  bar-  (which,  because  I  do  not  know,  I  oansot  difi 

Test ;  will  do  more  to  cause  the  distress  of  the  pute)  of  those  who  would  discontent  mwkiid     E 

belly,  than  all  the  contrivances  of  all  states-  by  this  strange  pity,  they  act  towards  «•  a     ^ 

men  can  do  to  relieve  it.    Let  government  pro-  the  consequences  as  if  they  were  our  woirf     ' 

tact  and  encourage  industry,  secure  property,  enemies. 

repress  violence,  and  discountenance  fraud,  it         In  turning  our  view  from  tfie  lower  to  d» 

is  all  that  they  have  to  do.     In  other  respects,  higher  classes,  it  will  not  be  neoessaiy  for  na 

the  less  they  meddle  in  these  afiairs  the  better;  to  shew  at  any  length  that  the  stoek  of  ^ 

the  rest  is  in  the  hands  of  our  Master  and  Utter,  as  it  consists  in  their  numbers,  hasict 

theirs.    We  are  in  a  constitution  of  things  yet  suffered  any  material  diminution.    I  bi** 

wherein--'' ilfocio so/ mimus,«nodoeorripi<un-  not  seen,  or  heard  it  asserted:  I  have  M 

&<r."    But  I  will  push  this  matter  no  further,  reason  to  believe  it :  there  is  no  want  of  ofr 

As  I  have  said  a  good  deal  upon  it  at  various  cers,  that  I  have  ever  understood,  for  the  as* 

times  during  my  public  service,  and  have  ships  which  we  commission,  or  the  new  rtp' 

lately  written  something  on  it,  which  may  ments  which  we  raise.    In  the  nature  of  this|g> 

ynt  see  the  light,  I  shall  content  myself  now  it  is  not  with  their  persons,  that  the  hi^ 

with  observing,  that  the  vigorous  and  laborious  classes  principally  pay  Uieir  contingent  to  dit 

daas  of  life  bas  lately  got  firom  the  6on  ton  of  demands  of  war.    There  is  another,  and  act 

the  humanity  c^  this  day,  the  name  of  tha  less  important  part  whicfa  rests  with  tbe/d 

"iaboiMing  poor  J*    We  have  heard   many  exclusive  weight  upon  them.  Theyfundabflil 

phtna  for  tha  reUef  of  tha  "  UAomv»§  poorjf  means, 
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-How  war  may  best  upheld,  I  ]uk>w  not  how  it  has  be«o,  that  w«  !»▼• 

'  have  exerted  in  ordinary  wan.    In  the  &tal 

bey  are  exempt  from  contributing  battles,  which  have  drenched  the  'vytiw^nt 

sir  personal  service  in  the  fleets  with  blood  and  shaken  the  system  of  Enropo 

i  of  their  country.    They  do  con-  to  pieces,  we  have  never  had  any  ooosiderable 

i  in  their  full  and  fair  proportion,  army  of  a  magnitude  to  be  compared  to  the 

0  the  relative  proportion  of  their  least  of  those  by  which,  in  former  times,  we 
the  community.    They  contribute  so  gloriously  asserted  our  place  as  protectprs, 

1  that  actuates  the  whole  machine,  not  oppressors,  at  the  head  of  the  great  oon- 
ide  required  of  them  is  very  dif-  monwealth  of  Europe.    We  have  never  mafr* 

the  unthinking  alacrity  of  the  fully  met  the  danger  in  front :  and  when  the 

dier,  or  common  sailor,  in  the  (ace  enemy  resigning  to  us  our  natural  dominion 

and  death ;  it  is  not  a  passion,  it  of  the  ocean,  aind  abandoning  the  defence  of 

npulse,  it  is  not  a  sentiment ;  it  is  his  distant  possessions  to  the  infernal  energy 

ady,  deliberate  principle,  always  of  the  destroying  principles  which  he  had 

rays  equable ;  having  no  connection  planted  there  for  the  subversion  of  the  neighi>> 

'  ;    tempering    honour  with    pru-  bouring  colonies,  drove  ferth  by  one  sweeping 

ted,  invigorated,  and  sustained  by  a  law  of  unprecedented  despotism,  his  armed 

>ve  of  fame ;  informed,  moderated  multitudes  on  every  side  to  overwhelm  the 

id  by  an  enlarged  knowledge  of  countries  and  states,  which  had  for  centuries 

-eat  public  ends ;  flowing  in  one  stood  the  flria  barriers  against  the  ambition  oC 

eam  from  the  opposite  sources  of  France ;  we  drew  back  the  arm  of  our  mill- 

m]  the  head ;  carrying  in  itself  its  tary  force  which  had  never  been  more  than 

ission,  and    proving    its  title  to  hatf  raised  to  oppose  him.     From  that  time 

command,  by  the  first  and  roost  we  have  been  combating  only  with  the  other 

nnand,  that  of  the  bosom  in  which  arm  of  our  naval  power ;  the  right  arm  of 

it  is  a  fortitude,  which  unites  with  England  I  admit ;  but  which  strack  almost 

of  the  field  the  more  exalted  and  unresisted,  with  Mows,  that  could  never  retch 

■age  c^  the  council ;  which  knows,  the  heart  of  the  hostile  mischief.    From  th^t 

retreat  as   to    advance ;    which  time,  without  a  single  eflTort  to  regain  those 

r  as  well  by  delay  as  by  the  rapid-  outworks  which  ever  till  now  we  00  stremf* 

xAkf  or  the  impetuosity  of  an  attack ;  ously  maintained,  as  the  strong  fi'ontier  of  our 

be,  with  Fabius,  the  black  cfoud  own  dignity  and  safety  no  less  than  the  Uberlr 

I  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  or  ties  of  Europe ;  with  but  one  feeble  att^npt  I9 

o,  the  thunderbolt  of  war ;  which  succour  those  brave,  feithful,  and  numeroii* 

i  by  fiilse  shame,  can  patiently  en-  allies,  whom  for  the  first  time  since  the  days 

rerest  trial  that  a  gallant  spirit  can  of  our  Edwards  and  Henrys,,  we  now  have  in 

the  taunts  and  provocations  of  the  the  bosom  of  France  itself;  we  have  been  in- 

snspicions,  the  cold  respect,  and  trenching,  and  fortifying,  and  garrisoning  our- 

tnoui^  of  those,  fi^m  whom  it  should  selves  at  home :  we  have  been  redoubling  se* 

srful  obedience  ;  which  undisturbed  curity  on  security,  to  protect  oursehres  fircnn  i^ 

imanity,  can  calmly  assume  that  vasion,  which  has  now  first  become  to  us:f 

pioral  responsibility  of  deciding,  serious  object  of  alarm  and  terrour.    Akflthe 

My  may  be  too  dearly  purchased  few  of  us,  who  have  protracted  Hfeiji  aoy 

of  a  single  life,  luid  when  the  safety  measure  near  to  the  extreme  limits  of  our 

sf  their  country  may  demand  the  short  period,  have  been  condemned  toseestraoge 

rifice  of  thousands.    Difierent  star  things ;  new  systems  of  policy,  new  princit' 

mmand  may  call  for  difierent  modi-  pies,  and  not  only  new  men,  but  what  might 

f  this  fortitude,  but  the  character  appear  a  new  species  of  men.    I  believe  tbAt 

w  the  same  in  all.    And  never,  any  person  who  was  of  age  to  takft  a  pert  in 

tt  "palmy  state"  of  our  martial  public  affairs  forty  years  ago  (if  the  inteflhe- 

l  it  shine  with  brighter  lustre,  than  diate  space  of  time  where  expunged  firom  his 

ent  sanguinary  and  ferocious  hos-  memory)    wouM   hardly   credit  his  .'^ense^ 

arever  the  British  arms  have  been  when  Tie  i^ould  hear  firom  the  highest  evth^ 

Jut,  in  this  most  arduous,  and  mo-  rity,  that  an  army  of  two  hundred  -thoofl^n^ 

inflict,  which  from  its  nature  should  men  was  kept  up  in  this  island,  and  that  m 

d  us  to  new  and  unexampled  efforts,  the  neighbouring  island  there  were  at  least 
.—19. 
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fMincore  tbooiaiid  more.    But  when  be  had  diBtress  and  pveanre  of  die  war.    TlwyfaM 
recorered  from  hi>  surpriee  on  being  told  of  mudi  more  to  dread  in  that  way  from  the  eof 
this  army,  which  has  not  its  parallel,  what  must  fiscations,  the  rapines,  the  burnings,  and  if 
be  his  astonishment  to  be  told  again,  that  this  massacres  that  may  Ibllow  in  the  tnm  cf  a 
mighty  force  was  kept  up  for  the  mere  pur-  peace,  ^ich  shall  establish  the  dsvaatiliH 
pose  of  an  inert  and  passive  defence,  and  that,  aad  depopulating  principles  and  exaofk  • 
in  its  far  greater  part,  it  was  disabled  by  its  the  French  regicides,  in  security,  aid  tnosfh    fe 
constitution  and  very  essence,  from  defending  and  dominion.     In  the  ordinary  coone  • 
us  against  an  enemy  by  any  one  preventive  human  affairs,  any  check  to  popnlatinsr  mmh 
stroke,  or  any  one  operation  c^  active  hos-  men  in  ease  and  opulence,  is  less  to  be  apf^ 
tility?  What  must  his  reflections  be,  on  learning  hoxled  from  what  they  may  suffer,  thaa  ies 
further,  that  a  fleet  of  five  hundred  men  of  war,  what  they  enjoy.    Peace  is  more  likefy  te  kl 
the  best  appointed,  and  to  the  fiill  as  ably  com-  injurious  to  them  in  that  respect  Ibui  «» 
manded  as  this  country  ever  had  upon  the  The  excesses  of  ddicacy,  r^iose,  and  saliB^i 
sea,  was  for  the  greater  part  enqiloyed  in  are  as  un&vourable  as  the  extremes  of  Mk 
carryii^  on  the  same  system  of  unenterprising  ship,  toil,  and  want,  to  the  mcrease  and  M^ 
defence  ?    What  must  be  the  sentiments  and  tiplication  of  our  kind.    Indeed,  the  abase  rf 
feelings  of  one  who  remembers  the  former  the  bounties  (^nature,  much  more  surdflkii 
cnetgy  of  England,  when  he  is  given  to  un-  .any  partial  privation  of  them,  tends  to  isM* 
derstand,  that  these  two  islands,  with  their  cept  that  precious    boon  of  a  seoood  ud 
extensive,  and  every  where  vulnerable  coasts,  dearer  life  in  our  pr<^ny,  which  was  bestov* 
riiould  be  considered  as  a  garriscuied  sea-town ;  ed  in  the  first  great  conmand  to  man  fna 
what  would  such  a  man,  what  wouki  any  the  AU-gracious  Giver  ef  all,  whose  mm 
man  think,  if  the  garris<Hi  of  so  strange  a  be  blessed,  whether  he  gives  or  takes  vnj* 
fortress  should  be  such,  and  so  feebly  com-  His  hand,  in  every  page  of  his  book,  lit 
manded,  as  never  to  make  a  sally  ;  and  that,  written  the  lesson  of  moderation.    Our  fhfVf 
contrary  to  all  which  has  hitherto  been  seen  in  cal  well-being,  our  B<nral  worth,  our  social    i^ 
war,  on  infinitely  inferiour  army,  with  the  shat-  happiness,  our  poKtical  tranquillity,  all  d^aod    ^ 
tered  relics  of  an  almost  annihilated  navy,  ill  oa  that  controul  c^  all  our  appetites  and  pit-    ^ 
found,  and  ill  manned,  may  with  safety  besiege  sions,  which  the  ancients  designed  by  the  cu>    « 
this  superioor  garrison,  and  without  hazarding  dinal  virtue  of  temperance.                                ^ 
the  life  of  a  man,  niin  the  place,  merely  by  the  The  only  real  questicm  to  our  present  per*    [^ 
menaces  and  false  appearances  of  an  attack  ?  poee,  with  regard  to  the  higher  classes,  is,  bos    ^ 
Indeed,  indeed,  my  dear  friend,  I  look  upon  stands  the  account  c^ their  stock,  as  itcoosiati    |^ 
this    matter    of  our    defensive    system    as  in  wealth  of  every  description  ?    Have  dis    ^ 
much  the  most  important  of  all  considerations  burdens  of  the  war  compelled  then  toctuttil    ^ 
at  this  moment.    It  has  oppressed  me  with  any  part  cf  their  former  expenditure;  which,!    ^ 
many  anxious  thoughts,  which,  more  than  have  before  observed,  affords  the  only  standtid    ^^ 
any  bodily  distemper,   have  sunk  roe  to  the  of  estimating  property  as  an  object  of  taxatiot9 
condition,   in  which  you  know  that  I  am.  Do  they  enjoy  all  the  same  ccmveniences,  tin    | 
Should  it  please  Providence  to  restore  to  me,  same  comfiHls,  the  same  elegancies,  the  hn' 
aven  the  late  weak  remains  of  my  strength,  I  uries,   in  the  same,  or  in  as  many  diffeieBl 
propose  to  make  this  matter  the  subject  of  a  modes,  as  they  did  before  the  war?                 4^ 
particular  discussion.    I  only  mean  here  to  In  the  last  eleven  years,  there  have  been  no  ^ 
argue,  that  the  mode  of  conducting  the  war  on  less  than  three  solemn  inquiries  into  the  finaa- 
oiir  part  be  it  good  or  bad,  has  prevented  ces  (^  the  kingdon^  by  three  different  oosMUt- 
even  the  common  havoc  of  war  in  our  popu-  tees  of  your  house.    The  first  was  intheyetf 
latioo,  and  especially  among  that  class  whose  1786.  On  that  occasion,  I  remember,  the  report 
duty  and  privilege  of  superiority  it  is  to  lead  of  the  committee  was  examined,  and  sifted, 
the  way  amidst  the  perils  and  slaughter  of  and  bolted  to  the  bran,  by  a  gentleman  whoei 
the  fieM  of  battle.  keen  and  powerful  talents  I  have  ever  admired. 
The  other  causes,  which  sometimes  affect  He  thou^t  there  was  not  suflicient  evidone 
the  numbers  c^  the  lower  classes,  but  which  I  to  warrant  the  pleasing  represoitation,  whidi 
have  shewn  not  to  have  existed  to  any  such  the  committee  had  made,  of  our  natioiml  pros- 
degree  during  this  war, — penury,  cold,  hunger,  perity.    He  did  not  believe,  that  our  pffMie 
nakedness,--do  not  easily  reach  the  hi^er  revenue  could  continue  to  be  so  piodnotiva, 
ciders  of  society.    I  do  not  dread  for  them  as  they  had  assumed.    He  even  went  the  IcBf^ 
^  ilightMt  taste  of  these  calamities  from  the  of  recording  his  own  infercncei  of  doubt,  ia  a 
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itioDf ,  which  now  Btand  upon  yoar 
And  perhaps  the  retroipect,  on 
report  proceeded,  did  not  go  fiur 
k|  to  allow  any  sure  and  satis&o- 
e  fi>r  a  ground  of  solid  calculation, 
was  die  event  ?  When  the  next 
sate  in  1791,  they  Ibund,  that,  on 
of  the  last  four  years,  their  prede- 
fallen  short  in  their  estimate  of  the 
taxes,  by  more  than  three  hundred 
housand  pounds  a  year.  Surely 
an  show,  that  in  the  produce  of 
I  taxes,  and  more  particularly  of 
Eect  articles  c^  luxurious  use  and 
D,  the  four  years  of  the  war  have 
we  four  years  of  peace,  flourishing, 
rere,  beyond  the  most  sanguine 
s,  I  may  expect  to  hear  no  more  of 
I  occasioned  by  the  war. 
itional  burthens  which  have  been 
rae  of  those  same  articles,  might 
claim  some  allowance  to  be  made. 
'  advance  of  the  price  to  the  con- 
new  incentive  to  him  to  retrench  the 
his  consumpti(Hi ;  and  if,  upon  the 
»ays  the  same,  his  property  com- 
the  standard  of  what  he  vdunta- 
nust  remain  the  same.  But  I  am 
ibrego  that  fair  advantage  in  the 
[  am  willing  that  die  receipts  oTthe 
taxes  which  existed  before  January, 
ild  be  compared  during  the  war, 
the  period  of  peace  whidl  J  have 
I  will  go  further.  Complete  ac- 
Jm  year  1791  were  separately  laid 
r  house.  I  am  ready  to  stand  by  a 
I  tf  the  produce  of  four  years  up  to 
ling  of  the  year  1792,  with  that 
'.  Of  the  year  immediately  pre- 
ostilities,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
'  perfect  documents ;  but  I  have 
h  to  satisfy  me,  that  although  a  com- 
cluding  that  year,  might  be  less  fa- 
yet  it  would  not  essentially  injure 
art. 

1  always  bear  in  mind,  my  dear  sir, 
I  itot  considering  whether  if  the 
lemy  of  the  quiet  ^Europe  had  not 
3  take  up  arms  in  our  own  defence, 
-tide  of  our  prosperity  might  not 
d  higher  than  the  mark  at  which 
mds.  That  consideration  is  cou- 
th the  question  of  the  justice  and 
n^  of  the  war.  It  is  a  question 
ive  long  since  discussed.  I  am  now 
ing  to  ascertain  whether  there  exists, 
r  Mch  necessi^  as  we  hear  every  day 
to  fbniiafa  a  miserable  pretext  for 


counselling  us  to  surrender,  at  discretion,  onr 
conquests,  our  honour,  our  dignity,  our  Teiy 
hadependence,  and,  widi  it,  all  that  is  dear  to 
man.  It  will  be  more  than  nifficient  for  that 
purpose,  if  I  can  make  it  appear  that  we 
have  been  stationary  during  the  war.  What 
then  will  be  said,  if,  in  reality,  it  shall  bo 
proved  that  there  is  every  indication  of  in^ 
creased  and  increasing  wealth,  not  only  poured 
into  the  grand  reservoir  of  the  national  capital, 
but  difiused  through  all  the  channels  of  all  the 
higher  classes,  and  giving  life  and  activity, 
as  it  passes,  to  the  agricidture,  the  mami- 
fitctures,  Uie  commerce,  and  the  navigation  of 
the  country  ? 

The  finance  committee,  which  has  been  ap- 
pointed in  this  sessi<Hi,  has  already  made  two 
reports*  Every  c(xiclusion  that  I  had  before 
drawn  as  you  know,  fixtm  my  own  observation, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  diere  confirm- 
ed by  that  great  public  authority.  Large  as 
was  the  sum,  by  which  the  committee  of  1791 
found  the  estimate  of  1786  to  havse  been  ex- 
ceeded in  the  actual  produce  of  four  years  of 
peace,  their  own  estimate  has  been  exceeded, 
during  the  war,  by  a  sum  more  that  one-4hird 
larger.  The  same  taxes  have  yielded  more 
than  half  a  million  beyond  their  calculation. 
They  yielded  this,  notwithstanding  the  stop- 
page of  the  distilleries,  against  which,  you  n»y 
remember,  I  privately  remonstrate.  With 
an  allowance  for  that  de&lcati<»i,  they  have 
yielded  sixty  thousand  pounds  annually  above 
tho  actual  average  of  the  preceding  four 
years  of  peace.  I  believe  this  to  have  been 
without  paraUel  in  aH  former  wars.  If  re- 
gard be  had  to  the  great  and  unavoidable  bur- 
thens of  the  present  war,  I  am  confident  of 
the  fact. 

But  let  us  descend  to  particulars.  The 
taxes,  which  go  by  the  general  name  of  assessed 
taxes,  comprehend  the  whole,  or  nearly  the 
whole  domestic  establishment  of  the  rich. 
They  include  some  things,  which  belong  to 
the  middling,  and  even  to  all,  but  the  very  low- 
est, classes.  They  now  consist  of  the  duties 
on  houses  and  windows,  on  male  servants, 
horses,  and  carriages.  They  did  also  extend 
to  cottages,  to  female  servants,  waggons,  and 
carts  used  in  husbandry,  previous  to  the 
year  1792 ;  when,  with  more  enlightened  poli- 
cy, at  the  moment  that  the  possibility  of  war 
could  not  be  out  of  the  contemf^ation  of 
any  statesman,  the  wisdom  of  parliament  con- 
fined them  to  their  present  objects.  I  shall 
give  the  gross  assessment  for  five  years,  as 
I  find  it  in  the  appendix  to  the  second  report 
of  TOur  committee. 
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1791  ending  Mh  April  17M — 

17W 1793  — 

1798 1794  — 

1T94 1794  — 

1705  1796  — 


—  JL 


1,706,334 
1,580,391 
1,597,633 
1,606,196 
1695,674 


Here  will  be  seen  a  gnulual  ineraMe  daring 
the  wiiole  progreti  of  Uie  war :  and  if  I  am 
eorrecdy  infcrmed,  the  rise  in  the  laet  year, 
after  erery  deduction  that  can  be  made,  affords 
the  moet  coneoling  and  encouraging  proepect. 
It  is  enormouriy  out  of  all  proportioo. 

There  are  some  other  taxes  which  seem  to 
hare  a  reference  to  the  same  general  head. 
The  present  minister,  many  years  ago,  nib- 
jected  bricks  and  tiles  to  a  duty  under  ^  ex- 
cise. It  is  of  little  consequence  to  our  present 
consideration,  whether  these  materials  haTe 
been  employed  in  building  more  commodious, 
more  degant,  and  more  magnificent  habitations, 
or  in  enlarging,  decorating,  and  remodelling, 
those,  which  sufficed  for  our  plainer  ancestora. 
During  the  first  two  years  of  the  war,  they 
paid  so  largely  to  the  public  revenue,  that 
in  1794  a  new  duty  was  laid  upon  them,  which 


was  eqnal  to  one  half  of  the«U,nl^ 
has  prodoeed  opirards  ef  165,0001.  Il< 
last  three  years.  TeC  notwUhitiBlaK 
pressure  ef  this  additional  weig^,*  ibM 
been  an  actual  aagmentatioB  in  flieeoMi 
tion.  The  only  two  odier  articles  wtidic 
under  diis  deeoription,  are,  the  ttiuf^ 
gold  and  silver  plate,  and  the  csMi 
glass  plates.  This  latter  is  now,  I W 
the  single  instance  of  costly  ibniitsn  * 
feund  in  die  catalogue  of  our  imports, 
were  wholly  to  vanish,  I  shoidd  not  dui 
were  ruined.  Both  the  duties  haTe  rise 
ing  the  war,  very  considerably  in  pn>( 
to  the  total  cf  their  produce. 

We  have  no  tax  among  us  on  the  mo 
cftssary  articles  of  ibod.  The  receipts  • 
custom-house,  under  the  heads  of  gro 
afford  us,  however,  some  means  of  oilo 
our  luxuries  of  the  table.  The  articles 
coffee,  and  cocoa-nuts,  I  would  prop 
omit,  and  to  take  them  in  stead  fit 
excise,  as  best  shewing  what  is  cor 
at  home.    Upon  this  principle  adding  ti 


*  This  and  the  following  tables  on  the  same  construction  are  compiled  from  the  report! 
finance  committee  in  1791  and  1797,  with  the  addition  of  the  separate  paper  laid  beft 
Imise  of  commons,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  on  7th  of  February,  1793. 


BRICKS  AND  TILES. 


Tean  qf  Peace, 

1787  94,53U. 

1788  96,378 

1789  91,773 

1790  104,409 

886,681i. 

1791  115,383i: 


Tean  of  Peace. 

1787  33,7072. 

1788  33,395 

1789  33,453 

1790  18,483 


1791 


86,88SiL 
81,633^ 


Tean  of  Peace. 

1787  L 

1768  6,4M 

1780  4,686 

179C  6,008 


rm 


16,1902. 
7,88ML 


Teare  of  War. 

1793 

133,9752. 

1794 

106,811 

1799 

83,804 

1796 

94,668 

Increase  to  1796 

408,3582. 

31,3nA 
Increase  to  1791 

4  Tnulto  1791 

407,8432. 

4162. 

PLATE. 

Teare  of  War. 

1793 

35,9302. 

1794 

33»637 

1795 

35,607 

1796 

3S,al3 

Increase  to  1790 
,     16,7802. 

103,6n2. 

Increase  to  1791 

4  Trs.  to  1791 

95,7542. 

7,9382: 

LASS  PLATES. 

Teare  qf  War. 

1793 

6,6552. 

1794 

5,456 

1796 

5,839 

1796 

8,871 

35,8312. 

Increase  to  ITU 

4  Trs.  to  1791 

34,0702. 

1,7312. 

REGICIDE  PEACE. 


Br  (with  the  ezceptioo  of  sugar,  for  a 
which  I  Aall  afterwards  mention)  I  find 
1^  have  produced  in  one  mode  of  com- 
Q,  npwards  of  372,000/.,  and  in  the 
iQode  upwards  of  165,000{.  more  during 
ir  than  in  peace.*  An  additicmal  duty 
bo  laid  in  ]  795,  on  tea,  another  on  cof- 
id  a  third  on  raisins ;  an  article,  toge- 
rith  currants,  of  much  more  extensive 
iMm  would  readily  be  imagined.  The 
•  in  favour  of  our  argument  would  have 


been  much  enhanced,  if  our  coffee  and  froit 
ships  from  the  Mediterranean  had  arrived  Uud 
year  at  their  usual  season.  They  do  not  ap» 
pear  in  these  accounts.  This  was  one  con- 
sequence arising  (would  to  God,  that  none 
more  afflicting  toltaly,  to  Europe,  and  the  whole 
civilized  world  had  arisen!)  fimn  our  im- 
politic and  (Nrecipitate  desertion  of  that  impor- 
tant maritime  staticm.  As  to  sugar ,t  I  have 
excluded  it  from  the  groceries,  because  the  ac- 
count of  the  customs  is  not  a  perfect  crilorion 


*  GROCERIES. 


Fearg  of  Peace. 

1787  167,38M. 

1788  133,191 

1789  143,971 

1790  156,311 


1791 


599,763/. 
336,737^ 


Teare  of  War, 

1793  134,655A 

1794  195,840 

1795  908,343 

1796  159,836 

688,563^ 
4  Tn.  to  1791  609,100^ 


Increase  to  17M 

88,90R 
Increase  to  1791 
19,463<: 


TEA. 


Yean  of  Peace, 

Feort  of  War, 

1787           434,1441. 

179S           477,644/. 

1788            436,660 

1794           467,133 

1789           639,575 

1795           507,518 

1790            417,636 

1796           536,607 

Increase  to  17W 

1,808,115;. 

1,978,601/. 

170,4861. 

Increase  to  119 

1791            448,709/. 

4Trs.t0l791    1,883,680/. 

145,031/. 

additional  duty  imposed  in  1795,  produced  in  that  year  £187,666,  and  In  1796,  £900,107. 

COFFEE  Am)  COCOA  NUTS. 


Tears  of  Peace. 

Tears 

of  War. 

1787           17,006/. 

1793 

86,646/. 

1788           30,317 

1794 

49,177 

1789            34,784 

1795 

97,913 

1790            38,647 

1796 

19,711 

TnmMse  to  1799 

120,654/. 

133,647/. 

13,998/. 
Decrease  to  1191 

1791            41,194/. 

4  Trs.  to  1791 

144,843/. 

11,196/. 

I  additional  duty  of  1795  in  that  year  gave  £16,775,  and  in  1796,  £16,319. 


Tears  of  Peace. 

1787  1,065,108/. 

1788  1,184,458 

1789  1,095,106 

1790  1,069,108 

4,413,781/. 

1791  -  1,044,053/. 


t  SUGAR. 

Tears  of  War. 
1793        1,473,139/. 
1704        1,393,965 

1795  1,838,946 

1796  1,474,899 

6,679,349/. 
4Yr8.tol791    4,393,735/. 


bierease  to  1799 

1,365,468/. 
Increase  to  1791 
1,386,534/. 


srs  was  a  new  duty  on  Sugar  In  1791,  which  produced  in  1794,  £334,893,  in  1795,  ^906;989, 
1 1796,  £346,034.  It  is  not  clear  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  whether  the  aadmonal 
is  included  in  the  account  given  above. 
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of  the  consumption,  much  having  been  re- 
exported to  the  north  of  Europe,  which  used  to 
be  supplied  by  France;  and  in  the  official 
papers  which  I  have  fc^owed,  there  are  no 
materials  tofiimi^  grounds  for  computiiig  this 
ro-cxportation.  The  increase  on  the  face  of 
our  entries  is  immense  during  the  four  years  of 
war,  little  short  of  thirteen  hundred  thousand 
pounds. 

The  increase  of  the  duties  on  beer  has  been 
regularly  progressive,  or  neariy  so,  to  a  very 
large  amount.'*'  It  is  a  good  deal  above  a 
million,  and  is  more  than  equal  to  (Hie-eighth  of 
the  whole  produce.    Under  this  general  head, 


some  other  Uquon  are  iododedj^-cifo, 
perry,  and  mead,  as  well  as  vinegar,  iii 
verjuice :  but  these  are  of  very  trifling  oodh- 
deration.  The  excise  duties  oo  wine,  htriai 
sunk  a  littb  during  the  two  first  years  of  Ae 
war,  were  rapidly  recovering,  dieir  krd 
again.  In  1795,  a  heavy  additional  da^  wai 
imposed  up<m  them,  and  a  second  in  thefiiBov* 
ing  year ;  yet  being  compared  with  four  yen 
of  peace  to  1790,  they  actually  exhibited! 
small  gain  to  the  revenue.  And  low  as  At 
importation  may  seem  in  1796,  wboi  cob* 
trasted  with  any  year  since  the  French  trei^ 
in  1787,  it  is  still  more  than  800Q  toof  abovt 


la 

E 
It 

e 

B 

k 


Feorf  fl/l'cace. 

1787  1,761,428^ 

1788  1,705,199 

1789  1,74-2,514 

1790  1.858,043 


7,067,185t 


1791    1,880,4782. 


Tear9  of  Peace, 

1787  319,9342. 

1788  215,578 
1799  353,649 
1790     308,634 


1791 


996,7852. 
336,549/. 


«  BEER,  Ipc 


rean  of  War. 


1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 


3,043,9032. 
3,083,053 
1,931,101 
2,394,377 

8,351,4332. 


4Tn.tOl791    7,186,3342. 


WINE. 

Yearg  of  War. 

1793  233,8872. 

1794  383,644 

1795  817,073 

1796  187,813 


1,011,4312. 


4  TlS.  to  1791     1,113,4002. 


Teart  of  Peace, 
1787  29,978  Tons. 

ITSS  35,443 

1789  37,414 

1790  <^,182 


QUAJrriTY  IMPOKTED. 

Tears  of  War. 
ri9Z  33,788 

1794  37,868 

1795  32,033 

1796  19,079 


Increase  to  1790 
384,3482. 

Increase  to  1791 
l»165,199j. 


Increase  to  1798 

14,6332. 

Decrease  to  ITU 

101,9792. 


Tons. 


The  additional  duty  of  1795  produced  that  year  £730,871,  and  in  1796  £394,88&    A  sscottl  10' 
t|onal  duty  which  produced  £93,165  was  laid  in  ^796. 


SWEETS. 


Teart  of  Peace. 

Tears  cf  War, 

1787          11,1672. 

1793 

11,0162. 

1788             7,375 

1794 

10,613 

1789             7,303 

1795 

13,331 

1790             4,953 

1796 

15,050 

Increase  to  1T90 

30,6972. 

49,9902. 

19,3032. 

Increase  to  1791 

1791           13,3832: 

4  Tn.  to  1791 

33,8132. 

17,178t 

ivIS  ^VSf'Ii  ^^i^m]^  was  laid  on  this  article,  which  produced  that  year  £5,679,  and  IP 
iSsiM  "  *  second  to  commence  on  the  90th  of  June  j  iu  produce  in  that  year  wa0 
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wage   importatioo    for    three    yean  indastiy ;  while  l9ie  nle  of  our  printed  goodtf 

a  to  that  period.    I  have  added  sweets,  of  both  kinds,  has  been  with  equal  steadiness 

lich  our  factitious  wines  are  made ;  advanced  by  the  taste  and  execution  of  our 

would   have  added   spirits,  but  that  designers  and  artists.    Our  woollens  and  ooC- 

d  alteration  of  the  duties  in  1789,  and  tons  it  is  true  are  not  all  for  the  home  mar- 

ent  interruption  of  our  distilleries,  ren-  ket.    They  do  not  distincdy  prove  what  is  my 

iny  comparison  impracticable.  present  point,  our  owrv  wealth  by  our  own  ex- 

antient  staple  of  our  island,  in  which  pense.    I  admit  it :  we  export  them  in  great 

clothed,  is  very  imperfectly  to  be  traced  and  growing  quantities :  and  they,  who  croak 

books  of  the  Custom-house:  but  I  themselves  hoarse  about  the  decay  of  our  trade, 
hat  our  woollen  manufactures  flourish,  may  put  as  much  of  this  account,  as  th^ 
lect  to  have  seen  that  fact  very  fully  es-  choose,  to  the  creditor  side  of  money  receiv- 
ed, last  year,  from  the  registers  kept  in  ed  from  other  countries  in  payment  fiir  British 
'estpRiding  of  Yorkshire.  This  year,  skill  and  labour.  They  may  settle  the  items 
west  of  England,  I  received  a  similar  to  their  own  liking  where  all  goes  to  demon- 
it  on  die  authority  of  a  respectable  do-  strate  our  riches.  I  shall  be  contented  here, 
in  that  quarter,  whose  testimony  can  with  whatever  they  will  have  the  goodness 
;  questioned,  because,  in  his  political  to  leave  me,  and  pass  to  anoUier  entry,  which 
as,  he  is  adverse,  as  I  understand,  to  the  is  less  ambiguous ;  I  mean  that  of  silk.} 
uance  of  the  war.  The  principle  arti-  The  manu&ctory  itself  is  a  forced  plant. 
*  female  dress,  for  some  time  past  have  We  have  been  obliged  to  guard  it  fW>m  fiireign 
muslins  and  calicoes.'*'  These  elegant  competition  by  very  strict  prohibitory  laws. 
!  of  oar  own  looms  in  the  east,  which  What  we  import,  is  the  raw  and  prepared 
for  the  remittance  of  our  own  revenues,  material,  which  is  worked  up  in  various  ways, 

lately    been  imitated    at    home    with  and  worn  in  various  shapes  by  both  sexea. 

ring   success,    by    the    ingenious    and  Afler  what  we  have  just  seen,  you  will  proba- 

)rising   manufacturers    of   Manchester,  bly  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  the  quantity 

>y,  and  Glasgow.    At  the  same  time  the  of  silk,  imported  during  the  war,  has  been 

tation  from  Bengal  has  kept  pace  with  much  greater,  than  it  was  previously  in  peace ; 

iztension   c^  our   own   dexterity    and  and  yet  we  must  all  remember  to  oujr  mortifi- 

*  MUSUNS  AND  CALICOES. 

Tears  of  Peace.  Tears  of  War, 

1788  129,297L  1793     178,0501. 

1789  139,660  1794     104,903 

1790  138,367  1703     10S,856 

1791  138,864  1796     373,644 

_.  — •. Increase  to  1791 

622,5891.  854,358/.  131,764/. 

Is  table  begins  with  1788.  The  net  produce  of  the  precedmg  year  is  not  In  tha  report  whanoe 
ible  is  taken. 

f  PKINTED  GOODS. 

Tears  of  Peace,  Tears  of  War, 

1787  143,000/.  1798     191,566/. 

1788  154,486  1794     190,654 

1789  153,303  1795     197,416 

1790  167,156  1796     330,580            

— —  Increase  to  ITW 

616,844/.  810,066/.     193,333/. 
—                  -^_.  Increase  to  1791 

1791  191,489/.  4  Tn.  to  1791  666,838/.     143,788/. 

ese  duties  for  1787  are  blended  with  several  others.    The  proportkm  of  printed  foods  la 
articles  for  four  years,  was  found  to  be  one-fourth.    The  proportion  is  here  taken. 

t  BILK. 

Tears  of  Peace.  Tears  of  War. 

1787     159,913/.  1793     309,916/. 

1789     138,998  1794     331,806 

1789  157,730  1795     310,735 

1790  313,633                                  1796           331,007  .    ,«u. 
L— -                                          Increase  to  ITOO 

654,163/.  862,956/.  308,793/. 

_____  — _     Increase  to  1791 


1791  879,128/.  4Trs.tol791  778,878/.  89,477/. 
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aitifln,  that  Mireral  ofoor  lilk  ships  feU  a  praj    the  enemies  of  their  couotrj.    Our  poiitial 
to  citisen  admiral  Ricfaery .    You  will  hardlj    adversaries  may  do  what  they  please,  with  tfait 

expect  ae  to  go  through  the  tape  and  thread,  coocessioo.    They  are  welcome  to  mtke  the 

and  all  odier  small  wares  of  haberdashery  and  most  of  it.    I  am  sure  of  a  very  handsome  sol- 

miOinery  to  be  gleaned  up  aoMMig  our  im-  off  in  the  other  branch  of  expense ;  the  arnnsi- 

ports.    But  I  shall  make  one  observation,  and  ments  of  a  town  life. 

with    great    salis&ction,    respecting    them.        There  is  much  gaiety,  and  dissipatioD,  aad 
They  gradually  diminish,  as  our  manufiu;tures  profusion,  which  must  escape  and  disappoiiit 
of  the  same  docription  spread  into  their  pla-  all  the    arithmetic    of    political    ecooomy. 
oes ;  while  the  account  of  ornamental  articles  But    the  theatres  are  a  prominent  feature, 
whichourcountrydoesnot  produce,  and  we  can-  They  are  established  through  every  part  of 
not  wish  it  toproduce,  continues  upon  the  whole,  the  kingdom,  at  a  cost  unknown  till  our  dajn. 
to  rise,  in  spite  of  all  the  caprices  of  fancy  and  There   is  hardly  a  provincial  capital,  which 
&shioii.    Of  this  kind  are  the  different  furs'**  does  not  possess,  or  which  does  not  aspire  te 
used  for  mufis,  trinunings,  and  linings,  which,  possess,  a  theatre-royal.    Mo8t(^ihem  engage^ 
as  the  chief  of  the  kind,  I  shall  particularize,  fer  a  short  time,  at  a  vast  price,  every  MHor 
You  will  find  them  below.  or  actress  of  uame  in  the  metropolis ;  a  dii* 
The  diversions  d*  the  higher  classes  form  tinction,  which,    in    the    reign    of   nay  oU 
another,  and  the  only  remaining  head  of  inquiry  fiiend  Garrick,  was  confined    to  very  few, 
hito  their  expenses.    I  mean  those  diversions  The  dresses,  the  scenes,  the  decorations  of  eve* 
which  distinguish  the  country  and  the  town  ry  kind,  I  am  told,  are  in  a  new  style  of  spies- 
life  ;  which  are  visible  and  tangiUe  to  the  dour  and  magnificence ;  whether  to  the  ad?io- 
statesman ;  whidi  have  some  public  measure  tage  of  our  dramatic  taste,  upon  the  whotei 
and  standard.    And  here,  when  I  look  to  the  I  very  much  doubt.    It  is  a  show,  and  a  speC" 
report  of  your  committee,  I  for  the  fii^st  time  tade,  not  a  play,  that  is  exhibited.    This  ti 
perceive  a  feilure.    It  is  clearly  so.    Which-  undoubtedly  in  the  genuine  manner  of  the 
ever  way  I  reckon  the  four  years  of  peace,  the  Augustan  age,  but  in  a  manner,  which  was 
old  tax  on  the  sports  of  the  field  has  certainly  censured  by  one  of  the  best  poets  and  critia 
proved  deficient  since  the  war.    The  same  of  that  or  any  age: 

inoaey,  however,  or  nearly  the  same,  has  been  ^mlgrarit  ab  aure  voluptas 

paid  to  government;   though  the  same  num-  Omnis  ad  incenos  oculos,  et  gaudiavana: 

her  of  individuals  have  not  contributed  to  the  Q^uatuor  aut  plures  aulaea  premuntur  in  horas, 

payment.    An  additional    tax    was  laid    in  I>«^^^^i"nt  equitam  tnrrn®,  peditumque  ca- 

1791,  and,  during  the  war,  has  produced  up-  •  .  ,  *.        » 

wards  of  61,000/. ;  which  is  about  4000/.  more  ^  T^'  interrupt  the  passage,  most  fervently 

than  the  decrease  of  the  old  tax,  in  one  scheme  ^  deprecate  and  abominate  the  sequel, 

of  comparison ;  and  about  4000/.  less,  in  the  ^ox  trahitur  manlbus  return  fortuna  retonis. 

.other    scheme.      I    might    remark    that  the  I  hope,  that  no  French  fraternization,  which 

amount  of  the  new  tax  in  the  several  years  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  sys- 

of  the  war,  by  no  means  bears  the  proportion,  tematized  regicide,  would  assuredly,  sooner  or 

which  it  ought,  to  the  old.     There  seems  to  later,  draw  after  them,  even  if  it  should  ovep* 

be  some  great  irregularity,  or  other,  in  the  turn  our  happy  constitution  itself,  could  so 

receipt :  but  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  change  the  hearts  of  Englishmen,  as  to  make 

iBxamine  into  the  argument.    I  am  willing  to  them  delight  in  representations  and  processions, 

suppose  that  many,  who,  in  the  idleness  of  peace,  which  have  no  other  merit  thah  that  of  degra- 

made  war  upon  partridges,  hares,  and  phea-  ding  and  insulting  the  name  of  royalty.    But 

sants,  may  now  carry  hkm^  noble  arms  against  good  taste,  manners,  morals,  religion,  all  flys 

*FURS. 

Yean  of  Peace.  Yeare  of  War. 

1787  8,468/.  1793      2,829/. 

1788  2,957  1794       3,353 


1789  1,151  17»5      3,266 

1790  8,328  1796      6,138 


Increase  to  1790 


10,899/.  15,686/  4,687/. 

Increase  to  1791 


1791  5,731/.  4YrB.tolT91  13,167/.  2,419/. 

The  skins  here  selected  flrom  the  Custom-house  accounts  are,  Black  Bear.  Ordinary  Fox 
Marten,  Mink,  Muequaeh,  Otter,  Racoon,  and  Wolf. 
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niiereTecthe  priocipleiorjacobimsmeiiten  and  iog,  into  the  toils  of  our  enemies,  with  whon, 

we  hare  no  safety  against  them  but  in  arms.  from  the  beginning  of  the  revoluticm  in  France, 

The  proprietors,  whether  in  this  they  follow  they  have  ever  moved  in  strict  concert  and 

or  lead  \i4uLt  is  called  the  town,  to  furnish  co-operation.    If  with  the    report    of  your 

sot  these  gaudy  and  pompous  entertainments,  finance  committee  in  their  hands,  they  can  still 

most  collect  so  much  more  from  the  public,  affect  to  despond,  and  can  still  succeed,  as  they 

lUwas  but  just  before  the  breaking  out  of  hos-  do,  in  spreading  the  contagion  (^  their  pretend- 

tfikies,  that  they  levied  for  themselves  the  ed  fears,  among  well-disposed,   though  weak 

very  tax,  which,  at  the  dose  of  the  American  men ;  there  is  no  way  of  counteracting  them, 

nr,  they  represented  to  lord  North,  as  cer-  but  by  fixing  them  down  to  particulars.    Nor 

din  rain  to  their  affairs  to  demand  for  the  state,  must  we  forget,  that  they  are  unwearied  agi- 

The  example  has  since  been  imitated  by  the  tators,  bold   asserters,  dexterous  sophisters. 

nmagers  of  our  Italian  opera.    Once  during  Proof  must  be  accumulated  upon  proof,  to 

6«  war,  if  not  twice  (I  would  not  willingly  silence  them.    With  this  view  I  shall  now  di- 

nistake  any  thing,  but  I  am  not  very  accurate  rect  our  attention  to  some  other  striking  and 

<ia  diese  subjects)  they  have  raised  the  price  unerring  indications  of  our  flourishing  condi- 

of  their  subscription.    Yet  I  have  never  heard,  tion ;  and  they  will,  in  general,  be  derived  from 

that  any  lasting  dissatisfaction  has  been  mani-  other  sources,  but  equally  authentic ;    from 

ftflied,  or  that  their  houses  have  been  unusu-  other  reports  and  proceedings  c^  both  houses 

^y  and  constantly  thin.    On  the  contrary,  all  of  parliament,  all  which  unite  with  wonder- 

Ibe  three  theatres  have  been  repeatedly  altered,  ful  force  of  consent  in  the  same  general  result. 

Uid  refitted,  and  enlarged,  to  make  them  capa-  Hitherto  we  have  seen  the  superfluity  of  oar  ca- 

'kms  of  the  crowds,  that  nightly  flockto  them ;  pital  discovering  itself  only  in  procuring  super- 

Uid  one  of  those  huge  and  lofiy  piles,  which  lifls  fluous  accommodation  and  enjoyment,  in  our 

is  broad  shoulders  in  gigantic  pride,   almost  houses,in  our  fumiture,in  our  estaUishments,in 

iianloas  of  the  temples  d'God,  has  been  reared  our  eating  and  drinking,  our  clothing,  and  oar 

ran  the  foundation  at  a  charge  of  more  than  public  diversions :  we  shall  now  see  it  more  b6> 

borscore  thousand  pounds,  and  yet  remains  a  neficially  employed  in  improving  our  territory 

laked,  rough,  unsightly  heap.  itself:  we  shall  see  part  of  our  present  opulence, 

I  am  afi^id,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  have  tired  with  providentcare,putoat  to  usury  for  posterity 

roa  with  these  dull,  though  important  details,  To  what  ultimate  extent,  it  may  be  wise  or 

3ut  we  are  upon  a  subject,  which,  like  some  practicable,  to  push  inclosures  of  common  and 

*f  a  higher  nature,  refuses  ornament,  and  is  waste  lands,  may  be  a  question  of  doubt, 

Contented    with    conveying     instruction.     I  in  some  points  of  view :  but  no  person  thinks 

mow,  too,  the  obstinacy  of  unbelief,  in  those  them  already  carried  to  excess  ;  and  the  rela- 

kerverted  minds,  which  have  no  delight,  but  in  tive  magnitude  of  the  suras,  laid  out  upon 

:oDtemplating  the  supposed  distress,  and  pre-  them,  gives  us  a  standard  of  estimating  the 

licting  the  immediate  ruin,  of  their  country,  comparative  situation  of  the  landed  interest. 

These  birds  of  evil  presage,  at  all  times,  have  Your  house,  this  session,  appointed  a  commit- 

pmted  our  ears  with  their  melancholy  song ;  tee  on  waste  lands,  and  they  have  made  a 

mdby  some  strange  fatality  or  other,  it  has  report  by  their  chairman,  an  honourable  baro- 

•emeniSj  happened,  that  they  have  poured  net,  for  whom  the  minister  the  other  day, 

brth  their  loudest  and  deepest  lamentations,  (with  very  good  intentions,  I  believe,  but  with 

It  the  periods  of  our  most  abundant  prosper-  little  real  profit  to  the  public)  thought  fit  to 

tty.    Very  early  in  my  public  life,  I  had  occa-  erect  a  board  of  agriculture.    The  account, 

lion  to  make  myself  a  little  acquainted  with  as  it  stands  there,  appears  sufficiently  fovoura- 

their  natural  history.    My  first  political  tract  ble.    The  greatest  number  of  inclosing  bills,'*' 

in  the  collection,  which  a  friend  has  made  of  passed  in  any  one  year  of  the  last  peace,  does 

my  publications,  is  an  answer  to  a  very  gloomy  not  equal  the  smallest  annual  number  in  the 
inetiire  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  which  was 


dered  to  be  printed,  33th  April,  1797,  Appendix  44. 
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thouffht  to  huve  heen  dr&wn  hv  a  atatesmAn  of        ♦Report  of  the  Lords'  Committee  of  8ecrecy,or 
wmgnt  to  nave  oeen  arawn  oy  a  statesman  oi     ^^^^^  /;  ^  wintAd.  Mth  Anril .  1797.  Anoendix  44 

WMne  eminence  in  his  time.  That  was  no 
more  than  the  commcm  spleen  of  disappointed 
vnbition :  in  the  present  day,  I  fear,  that  too 

^vuj  are  actuated  by  a  more  malignant  and 

^■Bgnoos  spirit.    They  hope,  by  depressing 

<Mr  ninds  ^ith  a  despair  of  our  means  and 

'"^Mroos,  to  drive  us,  trembling  and  unresist.  138  388 


Tears  of  Peace. 

Years  of  War. 

1789  33 

1793  60 

1790  35 

17M  7» 

1791 40 

1795 77 

1792  40 

1796  79 
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war ;  and  those  of  the  lut  year  exceed,  by  years  of  peace,  when  they  nwe  regdlatly,  tid 
more  than  one  half,  the  highest  year  of  peace,  rapidly,  the  sums  specified  in  the  acts  wtn 
But  what  was  my  surprise,  on  looking  into  not  near  one-third  of  the  subaequeot  amoont. 
the  late  report  of  the   secret  committee  of  In  the  last  sessi<m  of  parliarooit,  the  p»d 
the  lords,  to  find  a  list  of  these  bills  during  the  junction  company,  as  it  is  called,  having  nA 
war,  differing  in  every  year,  and  larger  on  half  a  million,  (of  which  I  feel  the  good  effect! 
the    whole    by  nearly    one    third !     1  have  at  my  own  door)  applied  to  your  house,  fcr 
checked  this  account  by  the  statute-book,  and  permission  to  subscribe  half  as  nnich  more 
find   it  to  be  correct.     What  new  brilliancy  among  thems^ves.     This  grand  junction  is  a 
then  does  it  throw  over  the  prospect,  bright  as  inosculation  of  the  grand  trunk ;  and  inthepie> 
it  was  before  !     The  number  during  the  last  sent  session,  the  latter  company  has  obtaowd 
four  years,  has  more  than  doubled  that  of  the  the  authority  of  parliament,  to  float  two  bus- 
four  years  immediately  preceding;  it  has  sur-  dred  acres  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  fbrmiBfa 
passed  the  five  years  of  peace,  beyond  which  reservoir,  thirty  feet  deep,  two  hundred  yanb 
the  lords'  committees  have  not  gone  ;  it  has  wide  at  the  head,  and  two  miles  in  length ;  a 
even  surpassed  (I  have  verified  the  fact)  the  lake  which  may  almost  vie  with  that  whichoooB 
whole  ten  years  of  peace.    I  cannot  stop  here,  fed  the  now  obliterated  canal  of  Languedoc. 
I  cannot  advance  a  single  step  in  this  inquiry,         The  present  war  is  above  all  others,  (of 
without  being  obliged  to  cast  ray  eyes  back  which  we  have  heard  or  read)  a  war  agaiut 
to  the  period  when  I  first  knew  die  country,  landed  property.     That  description  of  property 
These  bills  which  had  begun  in  the  reign  of  is  in  its  nature  the  firm  base  of  every  sttiile 
queen  Anne,  had  passed  every  year  in  great-  government;  and  has  been  so  considered, bj 
er  or  less  numbers  from  the  year  1723 ;  yet  all  the  wisest  writers  of  the  old  philoBa|Jiy    ^ 
in  all  that  space  of  time,  they  had  not  reached  from  the  time  of  the  Stagyrite,  who  obsena 
the  amount  of  any  two   years    during  the  that  the  agricultural  class  of  all  others  is  tbe 
present  war ;  and  diough  soon  after  that  time  least    inclined    to  8editi<xi.     We  find  it  Id 
they  rapidly  increased,  still  at  the  accession  of  have  been  so  regarded,  in  the  practical  poiitici 
his  present  majesty,  they  were  far  short  of  the  of  antiquity,  where  they  are  brought  raoredi* 
number  passed  in  the  four  years  of  hostilities,  rectly  home  to  our  understandings  and  bosooM 
In  my  first  letter  I  mentioned  the  state  of  in  the  history  of  Rome,  and  above  all,  io 
our  inland  navigation,  neglected  as  it  had  the  writings  of  Cicero.    The  country  tribes 
beenfromthereignof  king  William  to  the  time  were  always  thought  more  respectable,  than 
of  my  observation.     It  was  not  till  the  pre-  those  of  the  city.    And  if  in  our  own  history, 
sent  reign,  that  the  duke  of  Bridgewater's  ca-  there  is  any  one  circumstance  to  which,  under 
nal  first  excited  a  spirit  of  speculation  and  ad-  God,  are  to  be  attributed  the  steady  resistance, 
venture  in  this  way.   This  spirit  showed  itself,  the  fortunate  issue,  and  sober  settlement,  of  all 
but  necessarily  made  no  great  progress,  in  the  our  struggles  for  liberty,  it  is,  that  while  tbe 
American  war.    When  peace  was  restored,  it  landed  interest,  instead  c^  forming  a  separate 
began  of  course  to  work  with  more  sensible  body,  as  in  other  countries,  has,  at  all  times, 
effect;  yet  in  ten  years  fix)m  that  event,  the  bills  been  in   close  connection    and    unicn  with 
passed  on  that  subject  were  not  so  many  as  the  other  great  interests  c^  the  country,  it 
from  the  year  1793  to  the  present  session  of  has  been  spontaneously  allowed  to  lead  tod 
parliament.     From  what  I  can  trace  on  the  direct,  and  moderate  all  the  rest.    I  cannot, 
statute-book,  I  am  confident  that  all  the  capital  therefore,  but  see  with  singular  gratification, 
expended  in  these  projects  during  the  peace,  that  during  a  war  which  has  been  eminently 
bore  no  degree  of  proportion,  (I  doubt  on  made  for  the  destruction  of  the  landed  proprie- 
very  grave  consideration  whether  all  that  was  tors,  as  wdl  as  of  priests  and  kings,  as  madi 
ever  so  expended  was  equal)  to  the  money  has    been    done,    by  public  works,  for  the 
which  has  been  raised  for  the  same  purposes,  permanent  benefit  of  their  stake  in  this  coon- 
since  the  war.*     I  know,  that  in  the  last  four  try,  as  in  all  the  rest  of  the  current  century, 
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_  -  „  „  ..^  this.  It  may  not  be  necessary  to  refer  to  pn- 

Tears  of  Peace.  Tears  of  War.  .•  ..         u.t  .-cj  .u.»:« 

.789    -—    3  1793    —    28  ^*'®  observation ;  but  I  am  satisfied,  that  m 

1790    8  1794    18  general,  the  rents  of  lands  ha  ve  been  consideh 

•       1791    —    —    10  1795    —   —    11  ably  increased:  they  are  increased  very consid* 

^^^   —    —     9  1796    —   —    12  erably  indeed,  if  I  may  draw  any  coDdunflO 

30  09  irom  my  own  little  proper^  of  that  kind.   I 

Money  raised,  2,377,300/. 7,415,100/.  am  not  ignorant,  however,  where  our  puUk 
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kns  are  roost  gaUing.  But  all  of  this 
8  will  consider,  who  they  are  that  are  prin- 
JIj  menaced ;  how  little  the  men  of  their 
aiption  in  other  countries  where  this  revo- 
inary  fury  has  but  touched,  have  been 
id  equal  to  their  own  protection ;  how 
y,  and  unprovided,  and  full  of  anguish  is 
r  flight,  chained  down  as  they  are  by  every 
to  the  soil ;  how  helpless  they  are,  above 
»ther  men,  in  exile,  in  poverty,  in  need,  in  all 
rarieties  of  wretchedness;  and  dien  let  them 
1  weigh,  what  are  the  burdens,  to  which  they 
bt  not  to  submit  ibr  their  own  salvaticm. 
(any  of  the  authorities,  which  I  have  i^- 
ly  adduced,  or  to  which  I  have  referred,  may 
rey  a  competent  notion  of  some  of  ourprin- 
1  manufactures.  Their  general  state  will 
iearfiom  that  of  our  external  and  internal 
merce,  through  which  they  circulate,  and 
rfaicfa  they  are  at  once  the  cause  and 
:t.  But  the  communication  c^  the  several 
i  of  the  kingdom  with  each  other,  and 
:  foreign  countries,  has  always  been  re- 
ed as  one  of  the  most  certain  tests  to 
ce  the  prosperous  or  adverse  state  of  our 
3  in  all  its  branches.  Recourse  has  usual- 
sen  had  to  the  revenue  of  the  post-office 
I  diis  view.  I  shall  include  the  product  of 
&z  which  was  laid  in  the  last  war,  and 
*h  win  make  the  evidence  more  conclusive, 


if  it  diall  afford  the  same  infermce :— I  allude 
to  the  post-horse  duty,  which  diows  the  per- 
sonal intercourse  within  the  kingdom,  as  the 
post-office  shows  the  intercourse  by  letters, 
both  within  and  without.  The  first  of  these 
standards,  then,  eji^ibits  an  increase,  accord- 
ing to  my  former  schemes  of  comparison,  firom 
an  eleventh  to  a  twentieth  part  of  the  whc^ 
duty.t  The  post-of]ice  gives  still  less  con- 
sdaticm  to  those  who  are  miseraUe,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  country  feels  no  misery.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  war  to  the  iponth  of 
April,  1796,  the  gross  produce  had  increased 
by  nearly  one- sixth  of  the  whole  sum,  which 
the  state  now  derives  from  that  fiind.  I 
find  that  the  year  ending  5th  of  April,  1793y 
gave  627,592/.,  and  the  year  ending  at  the 
same  quarter  1796,  750,637/.,  afler  a  fair  de- 
duction having  been  made  for  the  alteration 
(which,  you  know,  on  grounds  of  policy  I 
never  approved)  in  your  privilege  of  franking. 
I  have  seen  no  formal  document  subsequent 
to  that  period,  but  I  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed there  is  very  good  ground  to  believe, 
that  the  revenue  of  the  post-office  still  con- 
tinues to  be  regularly  and  largely  upon  the  rise.f 
What  is  the  true  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  annual  number  of  bankruptcies,  has 
been  the  occasion  of  much  dispute.  On  one 
side,  it  has  been  con^dently  urged  as  a  sure 
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Tears  of  Peace. 

Year§ 

of  WtkT, 

17S7           169,410/. 

1793 

191,4884 

178S            304,659 

1794 

S03,834 

^89           170,554 

1795 

196,691 

1790           181,155 

1796 

204,061 

Increase  to  1790 
69,846/. 

725,773/ 

795,124/. 

Increase  to  1791 

1791            193,634/. 

4  Yrs.  to  1791 

755,002/. 

40,122/. 

rhe  above  account  is  taken  from  a  paper  which  was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be 
Md,  8th  December,  1796.  From  the  gross  produce  of  the  year  ending  5th  April,  1796,  there 
been  deducted  in  that  statement  the  sum  of  £36,666,  in  consequence  of  the  regulation  on  frank- 
which  look  place  on  the  5th  May,  1795,  and  was  computed  at  £40,000  per  annum.  To  show 
qual  number  of  years,  both  of  peace  and  war,  the  accounts  of  two  preceding  years  are  given 
e  fMlowing  table,  from  a  Report  made  since  Mr.  Burke's  death  by  a  Committee  of  the  House 
ommoQS  appointed  to  consider  the  claims  oF  Mr.  Palmer,  the  late  Comptroller- General :  and 
dll  greater  satisfaction,  the  number  uf  letters,  inwards  and  outwards,  nave  been  added,  ex* 
for  the  yeat  1790-1791.    The  letter- book  for  that  year  is  not  to  be  found. 

POST  OFFICE.  ^"°**^'  °^  ^*"«"- 


Gross  Revenue. 

April  1790—1791 575,079- 

1791—1792 585,432- 

1792—1793 627,592- 

1793—1794 691,268- 

1794—1795 ^705,319- 

1795—1796 ^750,637- 


luwards. 


6,891,149 
6,584,867 
7.094,777 
7,071,029 
7,641,077 


Outwards. 


5.061,344 
d;041,137 
6,537,234 
7,473,626 
8,597,167 


wa  the  last-mentioned  Report  it  appears  that  the  accounts  have  not  been  completely  and  au- 
tfcally  made  upj  for  the  years  ending  5th  April,  1796  and  1797,  but  on  the  Receiver-General's 
:  there  is  an  increase  of  the  latter  year  over  the  former,  equal  to  something  more  than  9 
:ent 


Years 

1737 

1788 

1789 

1790 

of  Peace. 
44,030^ 
40,833 
39,917 
41,970 

Teara  of  War. 

1793  45,568/. 

1794  43,129 

1795  43,350 

1796  41,190 

166,790^ 

170,337/. 

1791 

44,340;. 

4Yr8.tol791    167,009/. 
X  DEALERS  IN  TEA. 

Teara 

1737 

1788 

1789 

1790 

of  Peace. 
10,934/. 
11,949 
13,601 
13,136 

Te€ara  of  War. 
1798             13,939/. 

1794  14,815 

1795  13,956 

1796  14,830 

43,510/. 

57,040/. 

1701 

18,931/ 

4Tr8  to  1791    61,497/. 

Increase  to  1790 

8,438/. 
Increase  to  1791 

8,338/. 


Increase  to  1790 

8,580/. 
Increase  to  1791 

5,543/. 


If 


1 
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tjmptocn  of  a  decaying  trade:  on  the  other  he  burating  unth  opulence  into  ()kt  atradtL* 

side,  it  has  been  insisted,  that  it  is  a  circuro-  The  documents,  which  throw  light  on  Ail    ^ 

stance  attendant  npon  a  thriving  trade ;  for  that  subject,  are  not  wm.ny  ;  but  th^  all  BMt  k    [- 

the  greater  is  the  whole  quantity  of  trade,  the  same  point :  all  concur  in  exfaibitiiig  V 

the  greater  of  course  roust  be  the  positive  nuro-  increase.    The  roost  material  are  the  piftd 

her  of  failures,  while  the  aggregate  success  is  licenses!  which  the  law  requires  to  be  tiki 

still  in  the  same  proportion.    In  truth,  the  in-  oat  l^  all  dealers  in  ezciseaUe  coininodili«i 

crease  of  the  number  may  arise  from  either  of  These  seem    to  be  subject   to  considenHl 

those  causes.    But  all  must  agree  in  one  con-  fluctuations.    They  have  not  been  so  lovil 

dusion,  that  if  the  number  diminishes,  and  any  year  c€  the  war,  as  in  the  years  IW 

at  the  same  time,  every  other  sort  of  evidence  and  1789,  nor  ever  so  high  in  peace,  as  il 

tends  to    show    an    augmentation  of  trade,  the  first  year  of  the  war.    I  slMNild  next  Mb 

there  can  be  no  better  indication.     We  have  the  licenses  to  dealers  in  spirits  and  wiMk 

already  had  very  ample  means  of  gathering,  but  the  diange  in  them  wfaicJi  took  phee  ii 

that  the  year  1796  was  a  very  &vourable  year  1789  would  give  an  tm&ir  advantage  tomyu|i* 

of  trade,  and  in  that  year  the  number  of  ment.    I  riiaU  therrfore  cmitent  mysdf  vlA 

bankruptcies  was  at  least  one  fifth  below  the  remarking  that  fifom  the  date  of  that  dail 

usual  average.    I  take  this  from  the  declara-  the  spirit  licenses  kept  nearfy  the  same  M 

tion  of  the  lord  chancellor  in  the  house  of  lords.*  till  the  stoppage  of  the  distilleries  in  1795.  V 

He  professed  to  speak  from  the  records  of  they  dropped  a  little,  and  it  was  but  litdi^ 

chancery ;  and  he  added  another  very  striking  the  wine  licenses  daring  the  same  time,  mm 

fiict,  that  on  the  property  actually  paid  into  his  than  countervailed  that  loss  to  the  reroNli 

court  (a  very  small  part,  indeed,  of  the  whole  and  it  is  remaikable  with  regard  to  the  kttff, 

property  of  the  kingdom)  there  had  accrued  in  that  in  the  year  1796,  which  was  the  hm^ 

that  year  a  net  surplus  of  eight  hundred  thou-  in  the  excise  duties  on  wine  itself,  as  wel  tf 

sand  pounds,  which  was  so  much  new  capital,  in    the  quantity  imported,  more  dealeis  ii 

But  the  real  situaticm  of  our  trade,  during  wine  appear  to  have  been  licensed,  than  ii 

the  whole  of  this  war,  deserves  more  minute  any  former  year,  excepting  the  first  year  «f 

investigation.    I  shall  begin  with  that,  which,  the  war.    This  fact  may  raise  some  douM, 

though  the  least  in  consequence,  makes  per-  whether  the  consmnption  has  been  lessened  so 

haps  the  most  impression  on  our  senses,  be-  much  as  I  believe  is  comnxMily  imagined, 

cause  it  meets  our  eyes  in  our  daily  walks ;—  The  only  other  retail  traders,  whom  I  found 

I  mean  our  retail  trade.     The  exuberant  dis-  so  entered  as  to  admit  of  being  selected,  are 

play  of  wealth  in  our  shops  was  the  sight,  which  tea  dealers,  and  sellers    c€  gold    and  silrer 

most  amazed  a  learned  foreigner  of  distinction,  plate ;  both  of  whom  seem  to  have  multiplied 

who  lately  resided  among  us :  his  expres-  very  much  in  proportion  to  their  aggregate 

sion,  I  remember,  was,  that  "  they  teemed  to  number.|     I    have    kept  apart  one  set  of 

*  In  a  debate,  30th  December,  1796,  on  the  return  of  Lord  Malmesbury. — See  WoodfalPs  Farliv 
mentary  Debates,  vol.  xiii.  page  691. 

t  GENERAL  LICENSES. 
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fd  seUen,  b«causa  I  am  aware,  that  our  When  such  is  the  Tigour  of  our  traffic  in  its 

oists  may  be  inclined  to  triumph  a  little,  minutest  ramifications,  we  may  be  persuaded 

[  name  auctioneers  and  auctions.    They  that  the  root  and  the  trunk  are  sound*    When 

e  disposed  to  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  we  see  the  life-blood  of  the  state  circulate  so 

which  thrives  by  the  distress  of  others,  freely  through  the  capillary  Tessels  of  the  sys- 

they  will  look  at  it  a  little  more  atten-  tem,  we  scarcely  need  inquire,  if  the  heart 

they  win  find    their   gloomy  comfort  performs    its  functions  an^t.    But  let   us 

The    public    inccHne    fixlm    these  approach  it;  let  us  lay  it  bare,  and  watch 

»,  has  risen  with  very  great  regularity,  the  ^stole  and  diastole,  as  it  now  receives,  and 

h  a  series  of  years,  which  all  must  admit  now  pours  forth  the  vital  stream  through  ail 

re   been   years  of  prosperity.     It  is  the    members.    The    port    of  London    haa 

cable  too,  that  in  the  year  179S,  which  always  supplied  the  main  evidence  of  the  state 

he  great  year  of  bankruptcies,  these  of  our  commerce.    I  know,  that  amidst  all  the 

on  auctioneers  and  auctions,!  ^^  ^  difficulties  and  embarrassments  ofthe  year  179S, 

e  mark  of  1791 ;  and  in   1796,  which  firom  causes  unconnected  with,  and  prior  to  the 

lad  one-fifth  less  than  the  accustomed  war,  the  tonnage  of  ships  in  the  Thames  actu- 

;e  of  baidcruptcies,  they  mounted  at  once  ally  rose.    But  I  shall  not  go  through  a  detail 

1  an  former  examines.    In  conduding  of  official  papers  on  this  point.    There  is  evi« 

leneral  head,  will  you  permit  me,  my  dence  which  has  appeared  this  very  session 

ir,  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  humble,  before  your  house,  iiffinitely  more  forcible  and 

dustrious  and  laborious  set  of  chapmen,  imfwessive  to  my  apprehension,  than  all  the 

It  whom  the  vengeance  of  your  house  has  journals  and  ledgers  of  all  the  inspectors-general 

inies  been  levelled,  with  what  pdicy  I  from  the  days  of  Davenant.    It  is  audi  as  can- 

lot  stay  to  inquire,  as  they  have  escaped  not  carry  with  it  any  sort  of  fidlacy.    It  comes. 

It  mudi  injury.     The  hawkers  and  ped-  not  fitMn  one  set,  but  fi'om  many  opposite  sets 

I  am  assured,  are  still  doing  wdl,  though  of  witnesses,  who  all  agree  in  nothing  else ; 

mme  new  arrangement  respecting  them  witnesses  ofthe  gravest  and  roost  unexceptiona- 

in  1789,  it  would  be  difficult  to  trace  Ue  character,  and  who  c<xifirm  what  they  say, 

proceedings  in  any  satis&ctory  manner,  in  the  surest  manner,  by  their  conduct.    Two 

SELLERS  OF  FLATE. 

Tear»  of  Peace.  Teare  of  War. 

17S7  6,6932.  179S  8,1782: 

108B  7,953  1794  8,S96 

1789  7,348  1795      8,128 

1790  7,968  1798      8,88S 

—  Increase  to  1790 

89,888L  83,4372.             8,5d52. 

— ^  Increase  to  1791 

1791  8,8372.  4Yr8.tol791    81,6162.             1,8S12. 

♦  AUCTIONS  AND  AUCTIONEERS. 

Teare  of  War. 
1798     70,0042. 

1794  8S,659 

1795  86,890 

1796  109,594 


Teare 

of  Peace. 

1787 

43,9642. 

1788 

53,993 

1789 

62,024 

1790 

63,156 

Increase  to  1790 
208,1372.  849,1472.  141,0102. 

— — ^—       Increase  to  1791 

1791  70,9732.  4Yr8.tol791    230,1462.  119,0012. 

see  lir.  Burke*8  death,  a  fourth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  has  made  its  appear- 
An  account  is  there  given  from  the  Stamp-offlce  ofthe  gross  produce  of  duties  on  Hawkers 
edlers  for  four  years  of  peace  and  four  of  war.    It  is  therefore  added  in  the  maimer  of  the 

tables.  

HAWKERS  AND  FEDLERS. 

Tewre  of  Peace,  Teare  of  War, 

1789  6,1322.  1793      6,0422 

1790  6,708  1794      6,104 

1791  6,432  1795      6,795 
1793      6,008  1T06      7,f"^ 


25,8802.  26,8232. 

Increase  In  4  years  of  War  1,49821 
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differeat  bilta  have  been  brought  m  for  improv-  capital  has  not  been  puabed  into  the  chaoMl 

ing  the  port  of  London.     1  have  it  from  very  of  our  ooounerce,  to  roll  back  in  its  rBflaxiOl 

good  intelligence,  that  when  the  project  was  first  more  abundant  capital,  and  firtictify  the  aatiaail 

suggested  from  necessity,  there  were  no  less  treasury  in  its  course.     Indeed,  my  dear  a^ 

than  eight  different  plans,  supported  by  eight  when  1  have  befi>re  my  eyes  this  coaseoricil 

different  bodies  of  subscribers.     The  cost  of  testimony  of  the  corporation  of  the  citj  cf 

the  least  was  estimated  at  two  hundred  thou-  London,    the   West    India    merchants,  vd 

sand  pounds,  and  of  the  most  extensive,  at  all  the  other  merchants  who  promoted  the  «(h« 

twelve  hundred  thousand.     The  two,  between  plans,  struggling  and  contending  which  aftboi 

which  the  contest  now  lies,  substantially  agree  shall  be  permitted  to  lay  oat  their 


never  before  found  necessary,  for  expedition  his  authority  to  say,  that  as  far  as  our  resom^ 

and  facility.     The  third  is  of  another  kind,  ces  were    concerned,    the    experiment   was 

but  to  the  same  effect ;  *'  that  the  legal  quays  equally  without  necessity, 

are  too  confined,  and  there  is  not  sufficient  "  It  appears,"  as  the  committee  has  ntj 

accommodation  for  the  landing  and  shipping  justly  and  satis&ctorily  observed,  "  by  the  te- 

of  cargoes."    And  the  fourth  and  last  is  stiU  counts  of  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports 

different ;  they  describe  *'  the  avenues  to  the  for  the  last  twenty  years  produced  by  Mr. 

legal  quays,"  (which  little  more  than  a  century  Irving,  that  the  deihand  for  cash  to  be  sent 

since,  the  great  fire  of  London  opened  and  abroad"  (which  by  the  way  including  the  loss 

dilated  beyond  the  measure  of  our  then  circum-  to  the  emperor,  was  nearly  one  third  less  sent 

stances)  to  be  now  "  much  too  narrow  and  to  the  continent  of  Europe  than  in  the  seres 

Incommodious,  for  the  great  concourse  of  carts  years  war)  "  was  greatly  compensated  \ij  » 

and  other  carriages  usually  passing  and  repass-  very  large  balance  of  commerce  in  flivotr 

ing  there."     Thus  our  trade  has  grown  too  of  this  kingdom ;  greater  than  was  ever  koowB 

big  for  the  ancient  limits  of  art  and  nature,  in  any  preceding  period.     The  value  of  tho 

Our  streets,  our  lanes,  our  shores,  the  river  exports  of  the  last  year  amounted,  according 

itself,  which  has  so  long  been  our  pride,  are  to  the  valuation  on  which  the  accounts  of  ti* 

impeded,  and  obstructed,  and  choaked  up  by  inspector^general  are  founded,  to  30,424,184/.; 

our  riches.     They  are  like  our  shops, ''  burst-  which  is  more  than  double  what  it  was  is 

ing  with  opulence."    To  these  misfortunes,  to  any  year  of  the  American  war,  and  one  third 

these  distresses  and  grievances  alone,  we  are  more  than  it  was  on  an  average  during  ^ 

tokl  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  still  more  of  our  last  peace  previous  to   he  year  17M;  •*' 


(as  all  the  others  must  have  done)    in  the  mo*>  consonance  with  their  testimony;  I  canoot  to^ 

tives  and  reasons  of  the  preamble:    but  I  aside  to  examine  what  one  or  two  violoatpdi* 

shall  confine  myself  to  that  bill  which  is  pro-  tions,  tumultuously  voted  by  real  or  pretcaM 

posed  on  the  part  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  liverymen  of  London,  may  have  said  cf  ^ 

common  council,  because  I  regard  them  as  the  utter  destruction  and  annihilation  of  trade, 
best  autliority,  and  their  language  in  itself  is         This  opens  a  subject,  on  which  eveiy  tiM     I 

fuller  and  more  precise.     I  certainly  see  them  k)ver  of  hiu  country,  and  at  this  crisis,  eveiy     i 

complain  of  the  "great  delays,  accidents,  dam-  friend  to  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  cf  »•    J 

ages,  losses,  and  extraordinary  expenses,  which  cial  order  in  every  country,  must  dwel  wd    J\ 

are  almost  continually  sustained,  to  the  hin-  expatiate  with  delight.     I  mean  to  wind  vf     \ 

drance  and  discouragement  of  commerce,  and  all  my  proofe  of  our  astonishing  and  dnot 

the  great  injury  of  the  public  revenue."    But  incrediUe  prosperity,  with  the  valuable  nrf»» 

what  are  the  causes  to  which   they   attribute  mation  given  to  the  secret  committee  cf  the 

their    complaints?     The    first  is,   "That  lords  by  the  inspector-general.      And  here  I 

FROM    THE    VERT  GREAT   AND  PRO-  am  happy  that  I  can  administer  an  antidolB 

GRESSIVE      INCREASE      of     thk  to  all  despondence,  from  the  same  dispesaaiy 

NUMBER    AND    SIZE    of    ships  and  from  which    the    first   dose  of   poison  was 

other  vessels   trading   to  the  port  supposed  to  have  come.    The  report  of  diat 

OF  LONDON;  the  river  Thames  is,  in  general,  committee    is     generally    believed    to    have 

so  much    crowded,  that    the  navigation  of  derived  much  benefit  from  the  labours  of  the 

a  considerable  part  of  the   river  is  rendered  same  noble  lord,  who  was  said,  as  the  author 

tedious  and  dangerous ;  and  there  is  much  of  the  pamphlet  in  1795,  to  have  led  the  way 

want  of  room  for  the  safe  and  convenient  in  teaching  us  to  place  all  our  hope  on  that 

mooring  of  vessels,  and  constant  access  to  very  experiment,  which  he  afterwards  dedar- 

them."    The  second  is  of  the  same  naturOi  ed  in  his  place  to  have  been  from  the  b^ia- 

It  is  the  want  of  regulations  and  arrangements,  ning  utterly  without  hope.     We  have 
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value  of  the  imports  to  this  country  balance  of  trade,  both  positively  and  company 

I  the  same  peace  greatly  increased,  lively  considered,  must  have  been  much  mora 

of  the  value  of  the  exports  above  than  ever  in  our  favour.    In  that  early  little 

le  imports,   which  constitutes  the  tract    of  mine,    to    which    I    have    already 

trade,  has  augmented  even  in  a  more  than  once  referred,  I  made  many  obser- 

poition."  These  observations  might  vations  oa  the  usual  method  of  computing 

e  branched  out  into  other    points  that  balance,  as  well  as  the  usual  objection  to 

It  I  shall  leave  them  to  your  own  ac-  it,  that  the  entries  at  the  custom-house  were 

igenious  mind.  There  is  another  and  not  always  true.     As  you  probably  remem- 

important  light  in  which  the  inspec-  ber  them,  I  shall  not  repeat  them  here.    On 

's  inf(Mrmation  may  be  seen ;  and  that  the  one  hand,  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  same 

ding  a  comparison  of  some  circum-  trite    objection    is    perpetually  renewed    by 

this  war,  with  the  commercial  history  the  detractors  of  our  national  affluence ;  and 

•ther  wars  in  the  present  century.  on  the  other  hand  I  am  gratified  in  perceiving, 

rmer  hostilities,  our  exports  gradu-  that   the  balance  of  trade  seems  to  be  now 

sd  in  value,  and  then  (with  one  sin-  computed  in  a  manner,  much  clearer  than  it 

on)  ascended  again,  till  they  reached  used   to  be,  from  those  errours  which  I  for- 

1  the  level  of  die  preceding  peace,  merly  noticed.     The  inspector-general  appears 

^as  a  work  of  time,  sometimes  more,  to  have  made  his  estimate  with  every  possible 

less  slow.    In  queen  Anne's  war,  guard  and  caution.    His  opinion  is  entitled 

an  in  1702,  it  was  an  interval  often  to  the  greatest  respect.    It  was  in  substance 

»re  this  was  effected.    Nine  years  (I  shall  again  use  the  words  of  the  Report,  as 

necessary  in  the  war  of  1739,  for  much  better  than  my  own)  *'  That  the  true 

operation.     The  seven  years  war  balance  of  our  trade,  amounted,  on  a  medium 

>eriod  much  shortened :  hostilities  of  the  four  years  preceding  January,  1796,  to 

.755;  and  in  1758,  the  fourth  year  upwards  of  6,500,0002.  per  annum;  exclusive 

r,  the  exports  mounted  above  the  of  the  profits  arising  from  our  East  and  West 

k.     There  was  however  a  distin-  India  trade,  which  he  estimates  at  upwards  of 

»ature  of  that  war,  that  our  tonnage,  4,000,0002.  per  annum ;  exclusive  of  the  profits 

ry  last  moment,  was  in  a  state  of  derived  from  our  fisheries.'*    So  that  including 

■ession,  while  our  commerce  was  the  fisheries,  and  making  a  moderate  allowance 

fried  on  by  foreign  vessels.     The  for  the  exceedings  whidi  Mr.  Irving  himself 

war  was  darkened  with  singular  and  supposes,  beyond  his  calculation,  without  reck- 
dversity.  Qur  exports  never  came  oning,  what  the  public  creditors  themselves 
»ir  peaceful  elevation,  and  our  ton-  pay  to  themselves,  and  without  taking  one  shi^ 
inued  with  very  litde  fluctuation,  to  ling  from  the  stock  (^the  landed  interest ;  our 
ner  and  lower.*  On  the  other  huid,  colonies,  our  oriental  possessions,  our  skill  and 
It  war,  with  regard  to  our  com-  industry,  our  commerce,  and  navigation,  at 
I  the  white  mark  of  as  singular  feli-  the  commencement  of  this  year,  were  pouring 
rom  internal  causes,  as  well  as  the  a  new  annual  capital  into  the  kingdom ;  hardly 
ce<^  hostilities,  the  tide  ebbed  in  half  a  million  short  of  the  whole  interest  of  that 
ished  back  again  with  a  bore  in  the  tremendous  debt,  from  which  we  are  taught  to 
irear ;  and  from  that  time  has  con-  shrink  in  dismay,  as  from  an  overwhelming  and 
srell,  and  run,  every  successive  year,  intolerable  oppression. 
d  higher  into  all  our  ports.  The  If  then  the  real  state  of  this  nation  is  such 
our  exports  last  year  above  the  as  I  have  described,  and  I  am  only  apprehen- 
(the  mere  increase  of  our  com-  sive,  that  you  may  think,  I  have  taken  too  mudi 
ing  the  war)  is  equal  to  the  average  pains  to  exdude  all  doubt  on  this  question  ;  if 
H  the  exports  during  the  wars  of  no  class  is  lessened  in  its  numbers,  or  in  its 
nd  Anne.  stock,  or  in  its  conveniences,  or  even  its  lux- 
been  already  pointed  out  that  our  uries ;  if  they  build  as  many  habitations,  and 
TO  not  kept  pace  with  our  exports ;  as  elegant  and  as  commodious  as  ever,  and 

on  the  &ce  of  the   account,  the  furnish  them  with  every  chargeable  decoration, 

and  every  prodigali^  of  ingenious  invention, 

count  is  extracted  from  different  parts  that  can  be  thought  of  by  those  who  even  encum- 

lalmers*  estimate.    It  is  but  just  to  ^er  their  necessities  with  superfluous  accom- 

hat  m  Mr.  Chalmers'  estimate,  the  ,    .        ./..,                                  i      .«     j  j 

niformly  lower  than  those  of  the  same  modation ;  if  they  are  as  numerously  attended ; 

.  frving*8  account.  if  their  equipages  are  as  splendid ;  if  they  re- 
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gale  at  table  with  as  much  or  niore  variety  of  country  have  set  over  dieni,  and  under  dRJr 
plenty  than  ever  ;  if  they  are  clad  in  as  expeo-  guidance  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  safety  and  \xh 
■ive  and  changeful  a  diversity  according  to  their  nour.   They  have  again  ddegated  the  grettot 
tastes  and  modes ;  if  they  are  not  deterred  froni  trust,  which  they  have  to  bestow,  to  tho« . 
the  pleasures  of  the  6eld  hy  the  charges,  whidi  fiuthful  representatives  who  made  their  tm 
government  has  wisely  turned  from  the  culture  voice  heaid  against  the  disturbers  and  destrof* 
to  the  sports  of  the  field ;  if  the  theatres  are  as  ers  of  Europe.     They  suffered,  with  tioa|H 
rich  and  as  well  filled,  and  greater,  and  at  a  hi^  proving  acquiescence,  solicitations,  which  tb^ 
er  price  than  ever  ;  (and,  what  is  more  impor-  had  in   no  shape  desired,  to  an  U^QSt  uti 
tant  than  all)  if  it  is  plain  from  the  treasures,  usurping  power,  whom  they  had  nerer  pi«> 
which  are  spread  over  the  soil,  or  confided  to  vc^ed,  and  whose  hostile  menaces  lh^  did  Ml 
the  winds  and  the  seas,  that  there  are  as  many  dread.    When    the  exigencies  of  the  poUit  : 
who  are  indulgent  to  their  propensities  of  par-  service  could  only  be  met  by  their  vointtnr 
simony,  as  others  to  their  voluptuous  desires,  zeal,  they  started  finrth  with  an  ardoor,  vdaoi 
and  that  the  pecuniary  capital  grows  instead  outstripped  thewidie8ofthose,wfaohadiBped 
of  diminishing;  on  what  ground  are  we  author-  them  by  doubting,  whether  it  might  not  be  ■•■ 
izcd  tosay ,  that  anation,  gamboling  in  an  ocean  cessary  to  have  recourse  to  compulsion.  Thi^ 
of  superfluity  is  undone  by  want  ?    With  what  have,  in  all  things,  reposed  an  mdoring,  hA 
face  can  we  pretend,  that  they  who  have  not  not  an  unreflecting  confidence.  Thatoinideiei 
denied  any  one  gratification  to  any  one  appe-  demands  a  full  return ;   and  fixes  a  respMH* 
tite,  have  a  right  to  plead  poverty  in  order  to  bility  on  the  ministers  entire  and  undnrided. 
famish  their  virtues,  and  to  put  their  duties  The  people  stands   acquitted,  if  the  wir  ii 
on  short  allowance  ?    That  they  are  to  take  not  carried  on  in  a  manner  suited  to  its  objects, 
the  law  firom  an  imperious  enemy,  and  can  If  the  public  honour  is  tarnished;  iftbepolfic 
contribute  no  longer  to  the  honour  of  their  safety  siifiers  any  detriment;    the nunuten, 
king,  to  the  support  of  the  independence  of  their  not  the  people,  are  to  answer  it,  and  Aej 
country,  to  the    salvation  of  that    Europe  alone.    Its  armies,  its  navies,  are  given  to 
which,  if  it  falls,  must  crush  them  with  its  them  without  stint  or  restriction.    Its  tret- 
gigantic  ruins  ?    How  can  they  aflfect  to  sweat,  sures  are  poured  out  at  their  feet.   Its  coostaB- 
and  stagger,  and  groan  under  their  burdens,  cy  is  ready  to  second  all  their  eflforts.    Tbey 
to  whom  the  mines  of  Newfoundland,  richer  are  not  to  fear  a  responsibility  for  acts  of  man- 
than  those  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  are  now  ly  adventure.    The  respcmsibility  which  dwy 
thrown  in  as  a  make-weight  in   the  scale  of  are  to  dread,  is)  lest  they  should  show  thea- 
their  exorbitant  opulence  ?    What  excuse  can  selves  unequal  to  the  expectation  of  a  brave 
they  have  to  faint,  and  creep,  and  cringe,  and  people.     The  more  doubtful  may  be  the  cfli- 
prosUrate  themselves  at  the  footstool  of  ambi-  stitutional  and   economical    questions,  upeo 
tion  and  crime,  who,  during  a  short  though  which  they  have  received  so  marked  a  sop- 
vident  struggle,  which  they  have  never  sup-  port,  the  more  loudly  they  are  called  upon  to 
ported  with  the  energy  of  men,  have  amas-  support  this  great  war,  for  the  success  of  whidi 
sed  more  to  their  annual  accumulation,  than  their  country  is  willing  to  supersede  considep* 
all  the  well-husbanded  capital,  that  enabled  ations  (^ no  slight  importance.  Wherelspeik 
their  ancestors,  by  long,  and  doubtful,  and  oh-  of  responsibili^,  I  do  not  mean  to  exdnde  flat 
stinate  conflicts,  to  defend,  and  liberate,  and  species  of  it,  which  the  legal  powers  of  the 
vindicate  the  civilized  world?    But  I  do  not  country  have  a  right  finally  to  exact  frcxD  thoM 
accuse  the   people  of  England.    As   to  the  who  abuse  a  public  trust ;  but  high  as  this  ifi 
great  majority  of  the  nation,  they  have  done  there  is  a  responsibility  which    attaches  oft 
whatever  in  their  several  ranks,  and  condi-  them,  fi-om  which  the  whole  legitimate  power 
tions,  and  descriptions,  was  required  of  them  of  this  kingdom  cannot  absolve  them ;  there  il 
by  their  relative  situations  in  society;  and  a  responsibility  to  conscience  and  to  gloiy;! 
fi'om  those  the  great  mass  of  mankind  cannot  responsibility  to  the  existing  world,  and  to  tet 
depart,  without  the  subversion  of  all  public  posterity,  which  men  of  their  eminence  canoA 
order.    They  look  up  to    that  government,  avoid  for  glory  or  for  shame ;  a  responsibflitj 
which  they  obey,  that  they  may  be  protected,  to  a  tribunal,  at  which,  not  only  ministers,  bst 
They  ask  to  be  led  and  direct«l  by  those  ru-  kings  and  parliaments,  but  even  nations  thMf 
lers,  whom  Providence  and  the  laws  of  their  selves,  must  one  day  answer. 
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trr  DXAR  SIX,  reading  numy  of  the  manuscripts,  obtcaredi 

Ak  some  prefatory  aceount  of  the  materials,  by  innumerable  erasures,  corrections,  inteiw 

vnidi  conftpose  the  second  posthumous  volume  linoations,  and    marginsil  insertions,  would 

iftbe  works  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  of  the  causes  perhaps  ha?e  been  insuperable  to  any  person 

ihfi^  have  prevented  its  earlier  appearance,  less  conversant  in  the  manuscripts  df  Mr. 

^  be  ezpedted  from  me,  I  hope  I  may  be  Burke  than  myself.    To  this  difficulty  suo- 

Mblged  in  the  inclination  I  feel  to  run  over  ceededthat  of  selecting  from  several  detached 

&ese  matters  in  a  letter  to  you,  rather  than  papers,  written  upon  the  same  subject  and  the 

iff  t  formal  address  to  the  public.  same  topics,  such  as  appeared  to  contain  the 

Of  the  delay  that  has  intervened  since  the  author's  last  thoughts  and  emendations^ 
puUication  of  the  former  volume,  I  shall  first        When   these  difficulties   were  overcoR^e, 

DQrafewwoi^.    Having  undertaken,  in  conh  there  still  remained,  in  many  instances,  diaf 

jabdion  with  the  late  Dr.  Lawrence,  to  exa-  of  aj»igning  its  proper  place  to  many  detached 

nnie  the  manuscript  papers  of  Mr.  Burke,  members  of  the  same  piece,  where  no  direct 

•ad  to  select  and  pirepare  for  the  press  such  of  note  of  connexion  had  been  made.    These  cir- 

(ten  as  should  be  thought  proper  for  publi-  cumstances,  whilst  they  will  lead  the  reader 

teflon,  the  difficulties  attending  our  co-ope-  not  to  expect,  in   the  cases  to  which  they 

rttbn  were  soon  experienced  by  us.    The  apply,  the  finished  productions  of  Mr.  Burke, 

remoteness  of  our  places  of  residence    in  imposed  upon  me  a  task  of  great  delicacy  and 

nmmer,  aqd  our  professional  and  other  avo-  difficulty,  namely,  that  of  deciding  upon  the 

cations  in  winter,  opposed  perpetual  obstacles  publication  of  ai^  and  which  of  these  un- 

fo  the  progress  of  our  undertaking.  finished  pieces.     I  must  here  beg  permission 

Soon  auer  the  publication  of  the  fourth  of  you,  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  to  inform  the 

liblume,  I  was  rendered  incapable  of  attending  public,  that  in  the  execution  of  this  part  of 

to*  any   business,  by  a  severe   and  tedious  my  duty  I  requested  and  obtained  your  as^ 

iUness.    And  it  was  not  long  afler  my  re-  sistance. 

corery,  before  the  health  of  our  invaluable        Our  first  care  was  to  ascertain  from  sucfi 

fiiMid  began  gradually  to  decline ;  and  soon  evidence,  internal  and  external,  as  the  manu- 

bteame  unequal  ta  the  increasing  labours  of  scripts  themselves  afforded,  what  pieces  ap- 

Ut  profession,  and  the  discharge  of  his  par-  peared  to  have  beeu  at  any  time  intended  by 

l^oientary  duties.    At  length  we  lost  a  man,  the  author  for  publication.    Otw"  next  was,  to 

di  whom,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  select  such,  as  though  not  originally  intended 

■ore  particularly  in  another  part  of  this  un-  for  publication,  yet  appeared  to  contain  matter 

iertakiog,  I  will  now   content  mpelf  with  that  might  contribute  to  the  gratification  and 

Hying,  Siatt,  in  my  humble  opinion,  he  merited,  ihstruction  of  the  public.    Our  last  object  was 

ud  certainly  obtained  wilh  those  best  ac-  to  determine,  what  degree  of  imperfection  and 

niainted  witn  his  extensive  leai^ing  atid  in-  incorrectness   in  papers  of  either  of  these 

Vraiation,    a   considerable  rank   among  the  classes  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  exclude  them' 

tnlfaient  perscms  who  have  adorned  the  age  from  a  place  in  the  present  volume.     Thfa 

io  iriiich  we  have  lived,  and  of  whose  ser*  was,  doubtless,  the  most  nice  and  afdiious 

HIbm  the   public  have  been  deprived  by  a  part  of  our  undertaking.    The  difficulty,  how- 

frematnre  death.  ever,  was,  in  our  minds,  gteatly  diminished  by 

From  these  causes  little  progress  had  been  oili*  conviction,  that  the  reputation  of  our  au- 
tmde  in  our  work,  when  1  was  deprived  of  thor  stood  far  beyond  the  reach  of  injury  fi^m 
■y  coadjutor.  BJut  from  thai  time  you  can  any  injudicious  conduct  of  ours  in  making  thu 
taatify  of  me,  that  I  have  not  been  idle.  You  selection.  On  the  other  hand,  we  were  de- 
can  bear  witness  totheconfused'state  in  which  sirous  that  nothing  should  be  withheld,  from 
tha  materials,  that  compose  the  present  vo-  which  the  public  might  derive  any  possible 
[ome,  came  into  my  hands.    The  difficulty  of  benefit. 

Vol.  n.-20 
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Nothing  more  is  now  necessary,  than  that 
I  should  give  a  short  account  of  Uie  writings 
which  compose  the  present  volume. 

I.  Fourth  letter  on  Regicide  Peace. 
Some  account  has  already  been  given  of 
tills  letter  in  the  advertisement  to  the  fourth 
quarto  volume.  That  part  of  it  which  is  con- 
tained between  the  first  and  the  middle  of  the 
page  60,  is  taken  from  a  manuscript  which, 
nearly  to  the  conclusion,  had  received  the  au- 
thor's last  corrections:  the  subsequent  part, 
U>  the  middle  of  the  page  63,  is  taken  from 
some  loose  manuscripts,  that  were  dictated  by 
the  author,  but  do  not  appear  to  have  been  re- 
vised by  him;  and  though  they,  as  well  as 
what  follows  to  the  conclusion,  were  evidently 
designed  to  make  a  part  of  this  letter,  the 
editor  alone  is  responsible  for  the  order,  in 
which  they  are  here  placed.  The  last  part, 
from  the  middle  of  the  page  63,  had  been  printed 
as  a  part  of  the  letter,  which  was  originally 
intended  to  be  the  third  on  Regicide  Peace,. 
as  in  the  preface  to  the  fourth  volume  has 
already  been  noticed. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  communicate  this 
letter,  before  its  publication,  to  Lord  Auck- 
land, the  audior  of  the  pamphlet  so  frequently 
alluded  to  in  it.  His  lordship,  in  consequence 
of  this  cmnmunication,  was  pleased  to  put  into 
my  hands  a  letter,  with  which  he  had  sent 
his  pamphlet  to  Mr.  Burke,  at  the  time  of  its 
publication  ;  and  Mr.  Burke's  answer  to  that 
letter.  These  pieces,  together  with  the  note, 
witli  which  his  lordship  transmitted  them  to 
me,  are  prefixed  to  the  letter  on  Regicide 
Peace. 

II.  Letter  to  the  Empress  of  Russia. 

in.  Letter  to  Sir  Charles  Bingham. 

IV .  Letter  to  the  Honourable  Charles 
James  Fox. 

Of  these  letters  it  will  be  sufficient  to  re- 
maric,  that  they  come  under  the  second  of 
those  classes,  into  which,  as  I  before  observed, 
we  divided  the  papers,  that  presented  them- 
selves to  our  ccmsideration. 

V.  Letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham. 

VI.  An  Address  to  the  King. 

VII  An  Address  to  the  British  Colonists 

in  North  America. 

These  pieces  relate  to  a  most  important 

period  in  the  present  reign ;  and  I  hope  no 

apology  will  be  necessary  for  giving  them  to 

the  public. 

VIII.  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Edmimd  Perry. 

IX.  Letter  to  Thomas  Burgh,  Esq. 
X..  Letter  to  John  Merlott,  Elsq. 


The  reader  will  find,  in  a  note  annexMl  io 
each  of  these  letters  an  account  of  the  (»• 
casions  on  which  they  were  written.  TIm 
letter  to  T.  Boigb,  Esq.  had  finmd  its  waj 
into  some  of  the  periodical  prints  of  the  time 
in  Dublin. 

XI.  Reflectiors  on.  the  approaduog 
Executions. 

It  may  not,  pertiaps  now  be  generally  knoffo, 
that  Mr.  Burke  was  a  marked  otyect  of  the 
rioters  in  this  disgraceful  conmiotian;  from 
whose  fury  he  narrowly  escaped.  The  re* 
flections  will  be  found  to  contain  maziins  of 
the  soundest  judicial  policy,  and  do  equal 
honour  to  the  head  and  heart  df  their  IDustrioui 
writer. 

XII.  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas  ;  with  the  Sketdi  oft 
Negro  Code. 

Mr.  BuHke,  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dondas, 
has  entered  fully  into  his  own  views  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  has  thereby  rmdered  any  fur- 
ther explanation  on  that  subject,  at  present,  un- 
necessary. With  respect  to  the  code  itself, 
an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  procure 
the  copy  of  it  transmitted  to  Mr.  Dondai.  It 
was  not  to  be  found  among  his  papm^  The 
editor  has  therefore  been  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  a  rough  draught  of  it  in  Mr.  Burke's 
own  handwriting  ;  from  which  he  hopes  be 
has  succeeded  in  making  a  pretty  correct 
transcript  of  it,  as  well  as  in  the  attempt  he 
has  made  to  supply  the  margmal  reference 
alluded  to  in  Mr.  Buriie'is  Tetter  to  Mr. 
Dimdas. 

Xni.  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  Meeting. 

Of  the  occasion  of  this  letter  an  account  is 
given  in  the  note  subjoined  to  it. 

XIV.  Tracts  and  Letters  relative  to 
the  Laws  against  Popery  in  Ireland. 
These  pieces  consist  of^ 

1.  All  unfinished  Tract  on  the  Popery 
Laws.  Of  this  tract  the  reader  will  find 
an  account  in  the  note  prefixed  to  it 

2.  A  Letter  to  William  Smith,  Esq. 
Several  copies  of  this  letto:  having  got 
abroad,  it  was  printed  and  published  in 
Dublin  without  the  permission  of  Mr. 
Burke,  or  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
was  addressed. 

S.  Second  Letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Lan- 
grishe.  This  m&y  be  considered  as  sup- 
plementary to  the  first  letter,  addressed 
to  same  person  in  January,  1792,  which 
was  published  in  the  third  volume. 

4.  Letter  to  Richard  Biirke,  Esq.  Of 
this  letter,  it  will  be  necessary  to  observe, 
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tfiat  the  first  part  of  it  appears  to  have  them.  An  account  of  the  state,  in  which 
been  orij;inally  addressed  by  Mr.  /Burke  these  manuscripts  were  (bund,  is  given  in  the 
to  his  son,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  note  prefixed  to  this  article. 
now  printed,  but  to  have  been  left  un-  XVI.  Hikts  for  an  Essay  on  the  Drama, 
finished ;  after  wliose  death  he  probably  This  fragment  was  perused  in  manuscript 
designed  to  have  given  the  substance  of  by  a  learned  and  judicious  critic,  our  late  la- 
it,  with  additional  observations,  to  the  mented  friend  Mr.  Malone ;  and  under  the 
puUic,  in  some  other  form;  but  never  protection  of  his  opinion,  we  can  feel  no  hesi- 
fbund  leisure  or  inclination  to  finish  it.  tation  in  submitting  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 

6.  A  I.ETTER  (m  the  Affairs  of  Ireland,  public, 

written  in  the  year  1797.    The  name  of  XVII.  We  are  now  come  to  the  con- 

fhe  person  to  whom  this  letter  was  ad-  eluding  article  of  this  volume — The 

dressed,  does  not  appear  on  the  manu-  Essat  on  the  History  of  England, 

script ;  nor  has  the  letter  been  found  to  At  what  time  of  the  author's  life  it  waa 

which  it  was  written  as  an  answer.  And  written  cannot  now  be  exactly  ascertained  ; 

at  the  gentleman,  whom  he  employed  as  but  it  was  certainly  begun  before  he  had  at- 

an  amanuensis,  is  not  now  living,  nodis-  tained  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  ;  as  it 

oovery  of  it  can  be  made ;  unless  this  appears  fi-<»n  an  entry  in  the  books  of  the  late 

publication  of  the  letter  should  produce  Mr.  Dodsley,  that  eight  sheets  of  it,  which 

tome  information  respecting  it,  that  may  contain  the  first  seventy-four  pages  of  the  pre- 

enaMe  us  in  a  future  volume  to  gratify,  sent  edition,'*'  were  printed  in  ^  year  1757. 

on  this  point,  the  curiosity  of  the  reader.  This  is  the  only  part  that  has  received  the 

Hie  letter  was  dictated,  as  he  himself  finishing  stroke  of  the  author.    In  those  who 

telb  iM,  from  his  couch  at  Bath ;  to  which  are  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 

I^ace  he  bad  gone,  by  the  advice  of  his  Burke  usually  composed  his   graver  literary 

phjrsieians,  in  March,  1797.    His  health  works,  and  of  which  some  account  is  given  in 

was  now  rapidly  declining;  the  vigour  the  advertisement  prefixed  to  the  fourth  volume, 

of  his  mind  remained  unimpaired.  This,  this  circumstance  will  excite  a  deep  regret; 

my  dear  friend,  was,  I  believe,  the  last  and  whilst  the  public  partakes  with  us  in 

letter  dictated  by  him  on  public  affairs :—  this  feeling,  it  will  doubtless  be  led  to  judge 

here  ended  his  political  labours.  with  candour  and  indulgence  of  a  work  lefl 

XY.  F&AOMEirTs  and  Notes  of  Speeches  in  this  imperfect  and  unfinished  state  by  its 

in  Parliament.  author. 

1.  Speech  on  the  Acts  of  Uniformity.  Before  I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  improper 

2.  Speech  on  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  the 
Protestant  Dissenters.  pgblic  with  the  progress  that  has  been  made 

S.  Speech  on  the  petition  of  the  Uni-  towards  the  completion  of'  this  updertalcing. 

tarians.  The  sixth  and  seventh  volumes,  which  wDl 

4.  Speech  on  the  Middlesex  election.  consist  entirely  of  papers,  that  have  a  relation 

5.  Speech  on  a  bill  for  shortening  the  to  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
chiration  of  Parliament?.  to  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings,  are  riow 

6  Speech  on  the  Reform  of  the  Repre-  in  the  press.  The  suspension  of  the  coflsi- 
sentation  in  Parliament.  deration  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 

7  Speech  on  a  Bill  for  explaining  the  pany  in  parliament,  till  its  next  session,  has 
Powers  of  Juries  in  Prosecutions  for  made  me  very  desirous  to  get  the  sixth  volume 
Libels.  out  as  early  as  possible  in  the  next  winter. 

*1,  Letter  relative  to  the  same  subject.  The  ninth  and  eleventh  reports  of  the  select 

8h  Speech  on  a  Bill  for  repealing  the  committee,  appointed  to  take  into  consider- 

Marriage  Act.  ation  certain  affairs  of  the  East  India  Com- 

9.  Speech  on  a  Bill   to  quiet  the  pos-  pany  in  the  year  1783,  were  written  by  Mr. 

sessions  ofthe  Subject  against  dormant  Burke,  and  will  be   given  in  that   volume. 

Claims  ofthe  Church.  They  contain  a  full  and  comprehensive  view 

With  respect  to  these  fragments,  I  have  al-  ofthe  commerce,  revenues,  civil  establbhment, 

r«ady  stated  the  reasons,  by  which  we  were  and  general  policy  ofthe  company  ;  and  will, 

bflienced   in  our  determination  to  publish  therefore,  be  peculiarly  interesting  at  this  time 

to  the  public. 

♦  This  applies  to  the  London  Edition  in  quar-  The  eighth  and  last  volume  will  contain  a 

toi  from  which  this  is  printed.— PM6fc«A«r«.  nanrative  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Buike,  which  wiIL 
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be  accompanied  with  sodi  parts  of  his  fiuniliar 
correspoDdence,  and  other  occasiooal  pro- 
ductions, as  shall  be  thought  fit  for  publication. 
The  materials  relating  to  the  earlv  years  of 
his  hie,  alluded  to  in  the  advertisement  to  the 
fourth  volume,  have  been  lately  recovered  ; 
and  the  communication  of  such  as  may  stiB 
remain  in  the  possession  of  any  private  indi* 
yiduab  is  again  most  earnestly  requested. 

Unequal  as  I  feel  myself  to  the  task,  IsMI 
my  dear  friend,  lose  no  time,. nor  spare  any 
pains,  ill  discharging  the  arduous  duty,  that 
has  devolved  upon  roe.  Tou  know  the  pecu- 
liar difficuhies  Ilabour  under  from  the  feiilare 
of  my  eyesight ;  and  you  may  coBgratidat» 
me  upon  the  assistance,  which  I  bm  mom 
procured  from  my  neighbour,  the  worthy 
Chaplain*  of  Bromley  Cdlege,  who,  to  t^ 
useful  qualifications  o^  a  most  patient  ama- 
nuensis, adds  that  of  a  good  scholar  and  ia» 
telligent  critic. 

And  now,  adieu,  my  dear  (Kend,  aod 

believe  me  ever  affectionatly  jFoors^ 

WR.  ROFFSN. 

Bromley  Homae, 

Augud  If  181S. 


Letter  from  the  Eight  BomwrMe  the  lord 
Auddand,  to  the  Lord  Biehop  t^Roeheeter, 

Edsit  Fa&m,  Kest,  July  iSth,  181t. 

mr  BEAR  LORD, 

Mr.  Bvrke's  fourth  letter  to  Lord  Pits- 
William  is  personally  interesting  to  me:  I 
have  perused  it  with  a  respectfUl  attention. 

When  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Burke,  in 
1795,  the  printed  work,  which  he  arraigns  and 
discusses,  I  was  aware  that  he  would  differ 
Srom  me. 

Some  light  is  throws  on  the  transaction  by 
my  note,  which  gave  rise  to  it,  and  by  his 
answer,  which  exhibits  the  admirable  powers 
of  his  great  and  good  mind,  deeply  stiSering 
at  the  time  under  a  domestic  calamity. 

I  have  selected  these  two  papers  from  my 
manuscript  collection,  and  now  transmit  them 
to  your  lordship,  with  a  wish  that  they  may 
be  annexed  to  the  publication  in  question. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My  dear  Lord, 
Yours,  most  sincerely, 

AUCKLAND; 
To  the  Right  Reo, 
The  Lord  Biehop  ofRoGhettv, 

*  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Tallman. 


LMerfrom  lArdAitddamitrntkeSii^ftf^- 
ewrable  Edmemd  JMa. 

Edbb  Farm,  Krst,  Ocfc.  WK  l^K- 

MT  DEAR  SIR, 

Though  in  the  stormy  ocean  of  the  hit 
twenty^three  years  we  have  sddoaa  aaikd  oa 
the  same  tack,  there  has  been  nothiog  Inatili 
in  ow  signals  or  mancBunee ;  andtonsqrpirt 
at  least,  there  has  been  a  cordial  dHptntiDB 
towasds  firiendly  and  Bsepeotfiil  t^wti-*^*^ 
Under  that  induenoe,  1  now  send  to  yw  a 
smaU  work,  which  ezhibils  my  fair  wi  U 
opinions  on  the  arduous  cireometanoss  sf  dw 
moment, "  as  far  aa  the  cautions  nfiesssiy  to 
be  observed  will  pennit  me  to  go  boyoadgD- 
neral  ideas." 

Three  or  four  of  those  friend*  with  vdMml 
am  most  connected  in  public  and  pnfatslife, 
are  pleased  to  think,  that  the  statowast  in 
qpestion  (which  at  first  made  part  of  aeoo- 
fidential  psp«r)  may  do  good :  and  naoondiBglf 
a  veiy  large  impression  wiU  be  pnhliAfd  to> 
day.  I  neither  seek  to  avow  thn  pnblicitioaf 
nor  do  I  wish  to  disavow  it.  I  hnfeneaamtj 
in  that  respect,  but  to  contribute  h^  mits  to 
do  service,  at  &  moment  when  setfaaeiiwidi 
wanted. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir, 

mMtisinoBTply  yoomi 

AUCKLAND. 
BiffitHam.  Edmmid  Bmkt^ 


Letter  from  ihe  Right  BammnAU  Edatfd 
Burhe  to  Lard  AiMwed^ 

vet  SEAR  LORB| 

I  AM  perfectly  sensible  of  the  veiy  flattoring 
honour  you  have  done  me,  in  turning  any  put 
cf  your  attention  towards  a  dejected  oU  nan, 
buried  in  the  anticipated  grave  of  a  feeble  dd 
age,  forgetting  and  forgotten,  in  an  ofaicore 
and  melancholy  retreat. 

In  this  retreat,  I  have  nothing  rdative  todiif 
world  to  do,  but  to  study  all  the  tranquiOiiy 
that,  in  the  state, of  my  mind,  I  am  captU* 
of.  To  that  end,  I  find  it  but  too  ntfcessaiy 
to  call  to  my  aid  an  oblivion  of  rooeA  of  thecn^ 
oumstances,  pleasant  and  unpleasant,  of  taj 
fife ;  to  think  as  little,  and  indeed  to  know  as 
little  as  X  can,  of  eveiy  thing  that  is  doing 
about  me ;  and  above  ail,  to  divert  my  miod 
from  all  presages  and  prognostications  of 
what  I  must  (if  I  let  my  speculations  loose) 
consider  as  of  absolute  necessity  to  bappoo 
after  my  death,  and  possibly  even  b«fa«  ii^ 
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roar  addresB  to  the  public,  which  you  have 
een  so  good  as  to  send  to  me,  obliges  me  to 
reak  in  upon  that  plan,  and  to  look  a  Utile  on 
rfaat  is  b«hind,  and  very  much  oki  what  b 
•efbre  me.  It  creates  in  my  mind  a  variety 
fthoaghts,  and  all  of  them  unpleasant 

It  is  true,  my  lord,  what  yoa  «ay,  (hat, 
hroogh  our  public  life,  we  hare  generally 
tailed  on  somewhat  different  tacks.  We  have 
o  ondoiditedly,  and  we  should  do  so  still,  if 
[  iMd  'COBliliiMd  longar  to  keep  the  sea.  In 
had,  diBeroace,  you  rightly  observe,  that  I 
■LTe  alwa^  done  justice  to  jrotB*  skill  and 
kfaiU^  wm  a  navigator,  and  to  your  good  in- 
toBtiosw  towards  the  nfety  of  the  cargo  and 
of  tiie  skip's  eompaBy.  I  cannot  say  now 
that  we  are  on  different  tacks.  There  would 
be  no  propriety  in  the  metaphor.  I  can  sail 
BO  kitiger.  My  vessel  cannot  be  said  to  be 
wren  ia  port.  She  is  wholly  condemned  and 
broken  np.  To  have  an  idea  of  that  vessel, 
yoa  must  edQ  to  mind  what  you  have  often 
■een  en  tke  Kentish  road.  Those  planks  of 
iea|^  and  hardy  oak,  that  used  tor  years  to 
ktmve  tke  bufieta  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  are 
sow  turned,  with  their  warped  grain,  and 
empty  trannioiHholes,  into  very  wretched 
pales  fiMT  the  enclosure  of  a  wretched  fiurm 
yard* 

The  style  of  yoor  pamphlet,  and  the  elo- 
nnence  and  power  of  composition  you  display 
m  it,  are  such  as  do  great  honour  to  your  ta- 
ints ;  and  in  ooavejring  any  other  sentiments 
woidd  give  me  very  great  [Measure.  Perhaps 
I  do  not  very  perfectly  comprehend  your  pur> 
pnoe,  and  the  drift  of  your  arguments.  If  I  do 
not,  pray  do  not  attribute  ray  mistake  to  want 
«f  candour,  but  to  want  of  sagacity.  I  confess 
year  address  to  the  public,  together  with  other 
aoeompaaying  circumstances,  has  fiHed  me 
wUk  a  degree  of  grief  and  dismay,  which  I 
eanaotfiad  words  to  express.  If  the  plan  of 
politics  there  reoonwieoded,  (pray  excuse  my 
freedom)  shoukibe  adopted  by  the  king's  coan- 
cfls,  and  by  the  good  people  of  this  kingdom, 
(as  so  reeommoDded  undoubtedly  it  will)  no- 
tliag  caake  tke  consequence  but  utter  and  irre- 
Irlsnkle  raki  to  the  ministry,  to  the  crown,  to 
ii  to  the  impertaBcs,  to  tks  inde- 


pendence, to  the  very  existence  of  this  country. 
This  is  my  feeble,  perhaps,  but  clear,  posi- 
tive, decided,  long  and  maturely  reflected,  and 
frequently  declared  opinion,  from  which,  all  the 
events  which  have  lately  come  to  pass,  so  far 
from  turning  me,  have  t^ided  to  confirm  be- 
yond tiie  powercfaheraion,  even  by  your  elo- 
quence and  authority.  I  find,  my  dear  lord,  that 
you  think  some  persons,  who  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  securities  of  a  jacobin  peace  to  be 
persons  of  intemperate  minds.  I  may  be,  and  I 
fear  I  am  with  you  in  that  description:  but 
pray,  my  lord,  recollect,  that  very  fow  of  the 
causes,  which  make  men  intemperate,  can 
operate  upon  me.  Sanguine  hopes,  vehement 
desires^  inordinate  ambition,  implacable  ani- 
mosity, party  attachments,  or  party  interest; 
all  these  with  me  have  no  existence.  For  my- 
self, or  for  a  family,  (alas!  I  have  none,)  I 
have  nothing  to  hope  or  to  fear  in  this  world. 
I  am  attached  by  principle,  indination,  and 
gratitude,  to  the  king,  and  to  the  present 
ministry. 

Perhaps  you  may  think,  that  my  animosi^ 
to  opposition  is  the  cause  of  my  dissent,  on 
seeing  the  politics  of  Mr.  Fox,  (whidi  while 
I  was  in  the  world,  I  combated  by  every  in^ 
strument,  which  Qod  had  put  into  my  hands, 
and  in  every  situation,  on  which  I  had  taken 
part)  so  completely,  if  I  at  all  understand  you, 
adopted  in  your  liurdship's  book:  but  it  was 
with  pain  I  broke  with  that  great  man  for 
ever  in  that  cause ;  and  I  assure  you,  it  is  not 
without  pain,  that  I  differ  with  your  lordship 
on  the  same  principles.  But  it  is  of  no  con- 
cern. I  am  far  below  the  region  of  those  great 
and  tempestuous  passions.  I  fed  nothing  of 
the  intemperance  of  mind.  It  is  radier  sor- 
row and  dejection,  than  anger. 

Once  more  my  best  thuiks  for  your  veiy 
polite  attention,  and  do  me  the  favour  to 
believe  me,  with  the  most  perfect  sentiments 
of  respect  and  regard,  my  dear  k>rd. 

Tour  lordship's  most  obtMiient  and 
bumble  servant, 

KDM.  BUBKB. 

Beaocm^fidd,  OcL  SOch,  1795. 
Friday 
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LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE  EARL  FITZWILLIAM. 


MT  DEAR  LORD, 

I  AM  not  sure,  that  the  best  way  of  discus- 
sing any  subject,  except  those  that  concern 
the  abstracted  sciences,  is  not  somewhat  in 
the  way  of  dialogue.    To  this  mode,  however, 
there  are  two  objections;  the  first,  that  it 
happejss,  as   in  the  puppet-show,  one   man 
speaks  for  all  the  personages.    An  unnatural 
uniformity  of  tone  is  in  a  manner  unavoidable. 
Thp  other,  fuid  more  serious  objection  is,  that 
as  the  ajiithor  (if  not  an   absolute  sceptick) 
must  have  some  opinion  of  his  own  to  enforce, 
he  will  be  continually  tempted  to  enervate  the 
arguments  he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  his  ad- 
versary, or  to  place  them  in  a  point  of  view 
most  commodious  for  their  refutation.    There 
is,  however,  a  sort  of  dialogue  not  quite  so 
liable   to  these   objections,   because   it  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  to  truth  and  nature  :  it 
is  called  controversy.    Here  the  parties 
speak  for  themselves.    If  the  writer,  who  at- 
tacks another's  notions,  does  not  deal  fairly 
with  his  adversary,  the  diligent  reader  has  it 
always  in  his  power,  by  resorting  to  the  work 
examined,  to  do  justice  to  the  original  author 
and  to  himself.    For  this  reason  you  will  not 
blame  me,  if,  in  my  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  a  regicide  peace,  I  do  not  choose  to  trust  to 
my  own  statements,  but  to  bring  forward  along 
with  them  the  arguments  of  the  advocates  for 
that  measure.    If  I  choose  puny  adversaries, 
writers  of  no  estimation  or   authority,  then 
you  will  justly  blame  me.    I  might  as  well 
bring  in  at  once  a  6ctitious  speaker,  and  thus 
fall  into  all  the  inconveniences  of  an  imaginary 
dialogue,     yhis  I  shall  avoid  ;  and  I  shall 
take  no  notice  of  any  author,  who,  my  friends 
in  town  do  riot  tell  me,  is  in  estimation  with 
those  whose  opinions  he  supports. 

A  piece  has  been  sent  to  me,  called  "  Re- 
marks on  the  apparent  Circun)stances  of  the 
War  in  the  fourth  week  of  October,  1795," 
with  a  French  motto,  que  /aire  encore  une 
foU  dam  une  telle  nuU?  AUendre  le  jour. 
The  very  title  seemed  to  me  striking  and 
peculiar,  and  to  announce  someiliing  uncom- 
mon. In  the  time  I  have  lived  to,  I  always 
seem  to  walk  on  enchanted  ground.  Every 
thing  is  hew,  and,  according  to  the  fiuhionable 


phrase,  revolutionary.  In  former  days  authon 
valued  themselves  upon  the  maturity  and 
fuhiess  of  their  deliberations.  Accordingij 
they  predicted  (perhaps  with  more  arrogance 
than  reason)  an  etemaj  duration  to  their  works. 
The  quite  contrary  is  our  present  fashioo. 
Writers  value  themselves  now  on  the  instt^ 
bility  of  Iheir  (pinions,  and  the  transitory  life 
of  their  productions.  On  this  kind  of  credit 
the  modem  institutors  open  their  schools. 
They  write  for  youth,  and  it  is  sufficient  if 
the  instruction  "  last  as  long  as  a  present  love; 
or  as  the  painted  silks  and  cottons  of  the 
season.*' 

The  doctrines  in  this  work  are  applied,  ftr 
their  standard,  with  great  exactness,  to  the 
shortest  possible  periods  both  of  conceptioi 
and  duration.  The  title  is,  "  Some  Remarks 
on  the  apparent  Circumstances  of  the  war  « 
the  fourth  tceeA:  of  October,  1796."  The 
time  is  critically  chosen.  A  month  or  so 
earlier  would  have  made  it  the  anniversaiy 
of  a  bloody  Parisian  September,  when  the 
French  massacre  one  another.  A  day  or  two 
later  would  have  canied  it  into  a  Londoa 
November,  the  gloomy  month,  in  which  it  is 
said  by  a  pleasant  author  that  Englishmen 
hang  and  drown  themselves.  In  truth,  this 
work  has  a  tendency  to  alarm  us  with  symp- 
toms of  public  suicide.  However,  there  is  one 
comfort  to  be  taken  even  from  the  gloooqr  time 
of  year.  It  is  a  rotting  season.  If  what  is 
brought  to  market  is  not  good,  it  is  not  likefy 
to  keep  long.  Even  buildings  run  up  in  baala 
with  untempered  mortar  in  that  humid 
weather,  if  they  are  ill-contrived  tenements,  do 
not  threaten  long  to  encumber  the  earth.  The 
author  tells  us  (and  I  believe  he  is  the  very  first 
author  that  ever  told  such  a  thing  to  bis  readers) 
*'  that  the  entire  fabric  of  his  speculation  might 
be  overset  by  unforeseen  vicissitudes ;"  wi 
what  is  far  more  extraordinary,  "  that  even 
the  whole  consideration  might  be  varied  wfolM 
he  VMS  writing  those  pages.**  Truly,  in  my 
poor  judgment,  this  circumstance  formed  i 
very  substantial  motive  for  his  not  publishing 
those  ill-considered  considerations  at  aD.  He 
ought  to  have  followed  the  good  advice  of  his 
motto ;  due  (aire  encore  dans  une  telle  imit  t 
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• 

e  le  joyr.    E[e  ought  to  have  waited  bable  that,  by  this  time)  they  are  no  longer 

ad  got  a  little  more  day-iight  on  this  those  of  Uie  eminent  writer,  to  vrhom  they 

Night  itself  is  hardly  darker  than  are  attributed.    He  gives  us  hopes,  that  long 

of  that  time.  before  this  he  may  have  embraced  the  direct 
lag  the  last  week  in  October  so  parti-  contrary  sentiments.  If  I  am  found  in  a  con- 
referred  to,  and  not  perceiving  any  flict  with  those  of  the  last  week  pf  October,  I 
ar  event  relative  to  the  war,  which  may  be  in  full  agreement  with  those  of  the 
m1  on  any  of  the  days  in  that  week,  last  week  in  December,  or  the  first  week  in 
It  it  possible,  that  they  were  marked  January,  1796.  But  a  second  edition,  and  a 
I  astrological  superstition,  to  which  the  French  translation  (for  the  benefit,  I  must 
.  politicians  have  been  subject.  I  suppose,  of  the  new  regicide  directory)  have 
e  had  recourse  to  my  Rider's  Alma-  let  down  a  little  of  these  flattering  hopes.  We 
'here  I  found  indeed  something  that  and  the  directory  know,  that  the  author,  what- 
}rised  the  work,  and  that  gave  direo-  ever  changes  his  works  seemed  made  to  indi- 
onceming  the    sudden    political    and  cate  like  a  weather-cock  grown  rusty,  remains 

variations,  and   for  eschewing    the  just  where  he  was  in  the  last  week  of  last 

8    that  are   most   prevalent   in    that  October.    It  is  true,  that  his  protest  against 

ntermittent  season,  '<  the  last  week  of  binding  him  to  his  opinions,  and  his  reserva- 

.*'   On  that  week  the  sagacious  astrolo-  tion  of  a  right  to  whatever  opinions  he  pleases, 

er,  in  his  note  on  the  third  column  of  the  remain  in  their  full  force.    This  variability  is 

■  side,  teaches  us  to  expect  '*  variable  pleasant,  and  shows  a  fertility  of  fancy ; 
I  weather  f  but  instead  of  encouraging 

■St  ourselves  to  the  haze  and  mist  and  SHt^^^^^^J'^.^^i'^Jf.^SSS^^^ 

!•  L.       r  .1.  .    L          LI           I  Mille  habet  ornatus,  mule  decenter  ha  bet. 

lights  of  that  changeable  week,  on  ' 

arable  part  of  the  opposite  page,  he  y      ^^    ^j  .    ^.^^  ^^  ^^         .^^  ^^^^ 

a  aalutary  caution,  (indeed  it  is  very  ^^.     ^  ^^^  ^^^     j^.,     ^^  ^^^j    ^ 

in  the  words  of  the  author's  motto:)  ^^^^}^    ^^,  j  ^  pi^oni,  if  I  attempt  a 

(says  he)  being  ablate  at  rught,  and  ^^  ^^  ^^          ^^^  ^j     ,^  ^          ^^  ^ 

ioeotlier,/or  a  coW  now  caught  may  n  '^  „ot  good  for  t«,  however  it  may  be  so 

Me  leinter."*    This  ingenious  author,  ^^        ^  ^atesmen,  that  we  should  be  treated 

Jained  the  prudence  of  the  almanac,  ^j^^  ^^^j^l^       Ujj^     j  ^^gij^r  jifl^^gnt 

oat  m  the  very  fog  he  comp  ams  of,  ^eM^a  as  prescribing  a  different  conduct. 

led  us  to  a  very  unseasonable  airing  j  ^^^^  ^^  j„  transactions  with  an  enemy,  a 

time.     Whilst  this  noble  writer,  by  minister  may,  and  often  must,  vary  his  demands 

or  of  an  exceUent  constitution,  formed  ^-^^  ^^  ^^^  possibly  with  the  hour.     With 

iolent  changes  he  prognosticates,  may  ^  enemy,  a  fixed  plan,  variable  arrangements, 

ff  the  importunate  rheum  and  malig-  ^his  is  the  rule  the  nature  of  the  transaction 

iieBza,  of  this  disagreeable  week,  a  prescribes.  But  all  this  belongs  to  treaty.   AU 

lariiament  may  go  on    spitting  and  these  shifting  and  changes  are  a  sort  of  secret 

ig,  and  wheezing  and  coughing  dunng  ^^^^  jhe  parties,  till  a  definite  settlement  is 

session.    AU  this  from  listenmg  to  brou^t  about.    Such  is  the  spirit  of  the  pro- 

,  hebdoraedal    politicians,   who  run  ceedings  in  the  doubtful  and  transitory  state  of 

» their  opinions  without  giving  us  a  things  between  enmity  and  fnendship.     In 

wwming ;  and  for  not  listening  to  the  jj^jg  ^.j^^^^  the  subjects  of  the  transformation 

Ml   fidendly  admonitions  of  Dr.  Car-  ^^^e  by  nature  carefully  wrapt  up  in  their  coc- 

Lider,  who  never  apprehends  he  may  ^^^     ^he  gav  ornament  of  summer  is  not 

his  opmions  before  his  pen  is  out  of  ^^^^jy  -^  ^is  au'relia  state.    This  mutability 

I,  but  always  enables  us  to  lay  m,  at  -^  ji,\\o^ed  to  a  foreign  negociator;  but  when 

year's  stock  of  useful  information.  ^  g^^t  politician  condescends  publicly  to  in- 

st  I  took  comfort.     I  said  to  myself,  ^^^^^  j^jg  ^^  countrymen,  on  a  matter  which 

ahouM,  as  I  fear  I  must,  oppose  the  f^  their  fate  for  ever,  his  opinions  ought 

t€£thelatt  toecfe  qf  October,  it  is  pro-  ^^t  to  be  diurnal,  or  even  weekly.     These 

e  I  have  fallen  Into  an  unintentional  ephemerides  of  politics  are  not  made  for  our 

.    Rider's  Almanac  for  1794  lay  before  slow  and  coarse  understandmgs.    Our  appetite 

1,  in  truth,  I  then  had  no  other.     For  demands  a  piece  of  renstance.    We  require 

that  sage  astrologer  has  made  sorne  ^^^  that  will  stick  to  the  ribs.    We 

hanges  on  the  weather  side  of  179o;  „  ^            ._     .     .    ^u:^k  «-.»  <..»  .ttB/tk 

^on  is  the  same  on  the  opposite  ca»  ^^^  sentiments,  to  which  we  can  attach 

Instruction.  ourselves ;  sentiments,  m  which  we  can  take 
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■n  intMMt ;    MndnMots,  on  which  we  can  wm  to  mrnkm  msm  noiC  of  imkmn  ti  dip 

warm,  on  which  we  can  ground  some  confideoce  terms,  which,  if  tba  icgicidea  an  ffMMtd  H 

ill  ourselves  or  m  others.     We  do  ooc  waot  a  grant  ihcai,  this  nation  oii|ght  to  be  coaUatd 

largess  of  inconstancy.    Poor  souls,  we  have  to  accept:  these  form  the  hnsis  of  the 

enough  of  that   sort   of  poverty  at   home,  lion,  which  the  anihar,  wfaocfvcr ' 

There  is  a  difference  too  between  ddiberap  to  open. 

tion  and  doctrine :  a  man  ought  to  be  dedd-        Before  I  fWiririwiheaeRemaifci  alwgwiil 

•d  in  his  opinions  before  he  attempts  to  teach,  the  other  reaaonin^rW^icbHicv  on  thesMW     ^ 

His  fugitive  lighto  may  serve  himself  in  some  subiect,  I  bog  leave  lo  recall  to  jo«r  ■uid  tti 

mknown  region,  but  they  cannot  free  us  from  oboervation  I  made  early  in  our  cyrwpwi 

the  effecu  of  the  error,  into  which  we  have  ence,  and  which  oi^ht  to  attend  as  fak 

been  betrayed.    His  active  Will-o'-the- Wisp  through  the  discuBsion  of  thia  proposed  psaq^ 

may  be  gone,  nobody  can  guess  where,  wh^  mtity,  or  fialemity,  or  whatever  you  way  q| 

he  leaves  us  bemired  and  benighted  in  the  it ;  that  is,  the  real  quality  and  cbafacter  d 

bog.  the  party  you  have  to  deal  with.    This,lM 

Having  premised  these  few  reflectians  upon  as  a  thing  of  no  importance,  has  every  wlbufi 

this  new  mode  of  teaching  a  lessoo,  which  escaped  tlie  antbor  of  the  Oetober  Beanrlft 

whilst  the  scholar  is  getting  by  heart  the  maa-  That  hostile  power,  to  the  period  of  the  fiiyi 

ter  forgeu,  I  come  to  the  lesson  itself.    On  the  week  in  that  nsonth,  has  been  ev^  called  td 

fiiUest  consideration  of  it,  I  am  utterly  inca-  considered  as  an  usuqiation.    In  that  WMk, 

paUe  of  saying  with  any  great  certainty  what  for  the  first  time,  it  changed  its  name  «f  ^ 

it  is  in  tlie  detail,  that  the  author  means  to  usurped  power,  and  took  the  aimiile  mn»d 

affirm  or  deny,  to  dissuade  or  recommend.  Franee»    The  word  Franco  is  al^>ped  in  jut 

His  march  is  mostly  oblique,  and  his  doctrine  as  if  the  government  stood  ezacdy  as  bdoM 

rather  in  the  way  of  insinuation  than  of  dog-  that   revoluticn,  vHiich  has  asloniahed,  tB^ 

matic  assertion.    It  is  not  only  fugitive  in  its  rified,    and    almost    overpowered    Europe, 

duration,  but  is  slippery,  in  the  extreme  whilst  "  France,"  says  the  author,  '*  will  do  thigi" 

it  lasts.    Examining  it  part  by  part,  it  seems  "  it  is  the  interest  of  France ;"  "  the  retonins 

almost  every  where  to  contradict  itself;  and  the  honour  and  generosity  of  Fraqoe ;"  &c  ice. 

author,  who  claims  the  privilege  of  varying  always  merely  France ;  just  as  if  we  weie  in 

his  opinions,  has  exercised  this  privilege  in  a  common  political  war  with  an  old  reoogoiisd 

every  section  of  his  remarks.  For  this  reason,  member  of  the  commonwealth  of  diristiu 

among  others,  I  follow  the  advice  which  the  Eim^e ;  and  as  if  our  dispute  had  turned  upoa 

able  writer  gives  in  his  last  page,  which  is  a  mere  matter  c€  territorial  or  comraeitiai 

"  to  consider  the  impreadon  of  what  he  has  controversy,  which  a  peace  might  settle  by  tiw 

urged,  taken  from  the  toAo2e,  and  not  from  de-  imposition  or  the  taking  off  a  duty,  with  tbe 

tadied  paragraphs."  That  caution  was  not  gain,  or  the  loss  of  a  remote  island,  or  a  fiw* 

absolutely  necessary.    I  should  think  it  unfair  tier  town  ok  two,  on  the  one  aide  or  the  other, 

to  the  author  and  to  myself,  to  have  proceeded  This  ahiftiAg  of  persons  couki  not  h®  ^id 

otherwise.    This  author's  wholes  however,  like  without  the  hocua-pocus  of  ub$tadian,    Wa 

•vary  other  whole,  cannot  be  so  well  compre-  have  been  in  a  grievoiu  error ;  we  thoaflit 

handed  without  some  reference  to  the  parts ;  that  we  had  been  at  war  with  rA/i*  agaiait 

but  they  shall  be  again  referred  to  the  whole,  the  lawful  govenunent,  but  that  we  werefriendi 

Without  this  latter  attention,  several  of  the  and  allies  of  what  is  properly  France ;  friepdi 

passages  would  certainly  remain  covered  with  and  allies  to  the  legal  body  politin  of  France, 

animpenetrable  and  truly  oracular  obscurity.  But  by  slight  of  hand  the  Jacobins  aai  daia 

The  great  general  pervading  purpose  of  vanished,  and  it  is  France  we  have  fgoU  uadiff 

the  wl)d^  pamphlet  is  to  reconcile  us  to  peace  our  cup.    Blessings  on  his  soul  that  first  in- 

with  th.e  present  usurpation  in  France.    In  vented  sleep,  sakl  Don  Sandio  Pancba  tbe 

this  general  dri(t  of  the  author  I  can  hardly  wise!    All  those  blessings,  and  ten  thoosan) 

be  mistaken.    The  other  purposes,  less  gene-  times  more,  on  him  who  found  out  abstraction, 

ral,  and  subservient  to  the  preceding  scheme,  personification,  and  impersonals.    In  cartaia 

are  to  show  first,  that  the  tinie  (^  the  remarks  cases  they  are  the  first  of  all  soporifics.    Te^ 

was  the  favourable  time  for  making  that  peace  ribly  alarmed  we  shoukl  be  if  thmgs  were  pio> 

iqx>n  our  side  ;  secondly,  that  on  the  enemy's  posed  to  us  in  the  oonerele  ,*  and  if  fiutemity  w«l 

side  their  disposition  towards  the  acceptance  hekl  out  to  us  with  the  individuals,  who  ooia- 

of  such  terms,  as  he  is  pleased  to  offer,  was  pose  this  France,   by  their  proper  dhnai 

nUonally  to  be  e:q>ected;  the  third  purpose  and  descriptions :  U*  we  were  told  th«i  it  wtf 
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pary  pnp«r  to  eotar  iato  the  cloteat  boodB  of  sueceaaM ;  or,  at  least,  whether,  so  (ar  ae  the 

umlj    wad   good   correspondeoce   with    the  political  inUreaU  of  England  are  ooncernad,  site 

levout,  pacific,  and   tender-hearted  Syeyes,  [France]  will  remain  an  object  of  a»  muoh 

inth  the  ail-accomi^tshod  Rewbel,  with  the  jetiou^  and  alarm,  at  she  wa$  under  the  reign 

fenssaiie  guillotiaists  of  Bourdeaux,  Tallien  of  a  monarck."    Here,  indeed,  is  a  paragraph 

ind  ladbeau ;  with  the  meek  butcher  Legendre,  fuU  of  meaning !  It  gives  matter  for  meditation 

■id  with  **  th«  returned  humanity  and  gene-  ahaost  in  every  wonl  of  it.    The  secret  of  the 

mml^  (that  had  been  only  ob  a  visit  abroad)  pacific  politicians  is  out.    This  republic,  at 

of  tli#  virtuous   regicide  brewer  Santerre.  all  hazards,  is  to  be  maintained.    It  is  to  be 

nm  would  seem  at  the  outset  a  very  strange  confined  within  some  bounds,  if  we  can ;  if  not, 

mIwoks  of  amity  and  concord; — nay,  though  with  wary  possible  acquisition  of  power,  it  is 

W9  ted  heAd  out  to  us,  as  an  additional  dou-  still  to  be  cherished  and  supported.    It  is  the 

assurance  of  the  cordial  fraternal  return  of  the  monarchy  we  are  to  dread,  and 

of  our  fMOUs  and  patriotic  country-  therefore  we  ought  to  pray  for  the  permanence 

Thomas  Paine.    But  plain  truth  would  of  the  regicide  authority.    .E^stojierpetiwis  the 

be  shocking  and  absurd ;  therefore  comes  ejaculation  of  our  Fra  Paolo  for  the  repuUic 

^ttrmetion  and  personification.     "  Make  one  and  indivisible.    It  was  the  m(Hiarchy 

pea«e  with  France.'*    That  word  FVanee  that  rendered  France  dangerous ; — regicide 

quite  as   well  as  any  other,  and  it  neutralizes&ll  the  acrimony  of  that  power,  and 

00  idea,  but  that  of  a  very  pleasant  renders  it  safe  and  social.    The  October  spe- 

very  hospitable  inhabitants.    No-  oulator  is  of  opinion,  that  monarchy  is  of  so 

ahsurd  and  sbodcing  in  amity  and  good  poisonous  a  quality,  that  a  moderate  territorial 

MVeapondMiGe  with  J^mot,    Permit  me  to  power  is  far  more  dangerous  to  its  neigh- 

flqr»  that  I  am  not  yet  well  acquainted  with  hours  under  that  abominable  regimen,  than  the 

Ihas  aaw'toined  France,  and,  without  a  care-  greatest  empire  in  the  -hands  of  a  republic. 

td  asaay,  I  am  not  willing  to  receive  it  in  This  is  jacobinisra  sublime  and  exalted  into 

ewrency  in  place  of  the  old  Louis  d'or.  OMst  pure  and  perfect  essence.    It  is  a  doo- 

HaWng  therefore  dipped  the  persons,  with  trine,  I  admit,  made  to  allure  and  captivate, 

sAoBi  we  are  to  treat,  oiHof  view,  we  are  next  if  any  thing  in  the  world  can,  the  jacobin  di- 

to  be  ntisfied,  that  the  French  revolution,  rectory,  to  mollify  the  ferocity  of  regicide,  and 

which  this  peace  is  to  fix  and  consolidate,  to  persuade  those  patriotic  hangmen,  after  their 

Oii|^  to  give  us  no  just  cause  of  apprehension,  reiterated  oaths  for  our  extirpation,  to  admit 

TiMwgh  the  author  labours  this  point,  yet  he  this  well-humbled  nation  to  the  fraternal  em- 

— fni ns  a  fact  (indeed  he  could  not  conceal  brace.     I  do  not  wonder    that  this  tub  of 

k)  which  renders  all  his  labours  utterly  fruit-  October  has  been  racked  off  into  a  French 

loM.    He  confesses,  that  the  regicide  means  cask.    It  must  make  its  fortune  at  Paris, 

to  dickite  a  pacification,  and  tlut  this  pacifi-  That  translation  seems  the  language  the  most 

Mlioo  necording  to  their  decree  passed  but  a  suited  to  these  sentiments.    Our  author  tells 

fHff  few  days  before  his  publication  appeared,  the  French  jacobins  that  the  pditical  interests 

lito  ''vnito  to  their  empire,  either  in  posses*  of  Ghreat  Britain  are  in  perfect  unison  with 

1MB  or  dependenee,  new  barriers,  many  fron-  the  principles  of  their  government;  that  they 

liar  places  of  ^rength,  a   large   sea*coast,  may  take  and  keep  the  keys  of  the  civilized 

■d  many  aearparts^' he  ought  to  have  stated  world,  for  they  are  safe  in  their  unambitiouB 

it,  dwt  they  would  annex  to  their  territory  a  and  feithfiil  custody.    We  say  to  them— We 

pmtirf  about  a  third  as  large  as  France,  and  may  indeed,  wish  you  to  be  a  little  less  nnr- 

■Hh  «iar«  than  half  as  rich  ;  and  in  a  situa-  derous,  wicked,  and  atheistical,  for  the  sake  of 

lisn  the  most  haportant  for  command,  that  it  morab :  We  may  think  it  were  better  you 

iHHdd  be  possible  for  her  any  where  to  possess,  were  less  new-fangled  in  your  speech,  for  the 

To  lemove  this  torrour  (even  if  the  regicides  sake  of  grammar :  but,  as  poUticiantj  provided 

AoM  carry  their  point)  and  to  give  us  per-  you  keep  clear  of  monarchy,  all  our  fears, 

feet  lut*!—  with  regard  to  their  empire,  what-  alarms,  and  jealousies  are  at  an  end:  at  least 

mm  they  may  acquire,  or  whomsoever  they  they  sink  into  nothing  in  comparison  of  our 

might  destroy,  ke  raises  a  doubt  '^whether  dread  of  your  detestable  royalty.    A  flatterer 

PnmM  will  not  he  ruined  by  retatnmi'  these  of  Cardinal  Mazarin  said,  when  that  minister 

iMfiSBli,  and  whether  she  will  not  wholly  lose  had  just  settled  the  match  between  the  young 

fbit  fvepoadetfMMse;  which  she  has  held  in  the  Louis  XIY.  and.  a  daughter  of  Spain,  that 

■ede  of  BSmopean  powers,  and  will  not  even-  this  alliance  had  the  effiwt  of  faith,  and  had 

<Mjlyh>  duwinytid  by  tha  aflS^ct  of  her  preaent  wntofd  momrtiiiw ;  that  tha  Pyrenoaa  waw 
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leyeUad  bj  that  marriage.    Tou  maj  now  France  to  be  a  greater  obfeet  of  jeakoif  te 

compliment  Rewbel  in  the  same  spirit  on  the  the  regicide  unnpatioa,  caHs  opoa  the  FmA 

miracles  of  regicide,  and  tell  him,  that  the  to  re-establish  '<  a  monardnd  gownma^ 

guillotine  of  Louis  XVL  had  consummated  for  the  purpose  of  shaking  off"  the  yoketfM 

a  marriage  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  mmgwnary  <mar^  ;  of  Aat  amatehf  rMk 

Vfhkh  dried  up  the  channel,  and  restored  the  ha*  broken  the  motl  taeredbonds  t^ todit^yifh 

two  countries  to  the  unity  which,  it  is  said,  m)lved  all  the  relatung  of  civil  i^e,  viobttd  euf 

they  had,  before  the  unnatural  rage  of  seas  and  rights  eo/i^finmded  every  duty  ;  wkkh  laet  tt 

earthquakes  had  broke  off  their  haf^y  junc-  name  of  liberty  to  exerdae  the  most  end  tf- 

tion.     It  will  be  a  fine  subject  for  the  poets,  ranny,  to  anmhUaie  cdl  property j  to  ante  md 

who  are  to  prophesy  the  blessings  of  this  poeeeesiona;  vohich  founde  its  power  on.  tiiefi*' 

peace.  tended  eonaerU  of  the  peopUj  and  itae^  earm 

I  am  now  convinced,  that  the  remarks  of  ^e  and  award  through  extenaime  prmmaa  ff 

the  last  week  of  October  cannot  come  from  having  demanded  their  Jottw,  their  reHgiomj  mi 

the  author,  to  whom  they  are  given ;  they  are  their  rightful  aovereign. 

such  a  direct  contradiction  to  the  style  c^  '*  That  strain  I   heard  was  of  an  hi(^ 

manly  indignation,  with  which  he  spoke  of  mood."     That  declaration  of  our  sovenigi     (^ 

those  miscreants  and  murderers  in  his  excel-  was  worthy  of  his  throne.     It  is  in  a  ^yki   Pi 

lent  memorial  to  the  states  of  Holland  ;  to  that  which  neither  the  pen  of  the  writer  of  Octdbai^ 

▼ery  stato,  which  the  author,  who  presumes  nor  such  a  poor  crow-quill  as  mine  can  tm 

to  personate  him,  does  not  find  it  contrary  to  hope  to  equal.    I  am  happy  to  enricb  wtf 

the  political  interests  of  England  to  leave  in  letter  with  this  fragment  of  nervous  and  iM^ 

the  hands  of  these  very  miscreants,  against  eloquence,  which,  if  it  had  not  emanated  iraa 

whom  on  the  part  of  England  he  took  po  much  the  awful  authoritjr  (^  a  throne,  if  it  wort  Ml 

pains  to  animate  their  republic.    This  cannot  recorded  among  the  most  valuable  monauMli 

be  ;  and,  if  this  argument  wanted  any  thing  of  history,  and  consecrated  in  the  archives  of 

to  give  it  new  force,  it  is  strengthened  by  an  states,  would  be  worthy  as  a  private  ooopo- 

additional  reason  that  is  irresistible.    Know-  sition,  to  live  for  ever  in  the  memory  of  moi. 

ing  that  noble  person,  as  well  as  myself,  to  In  Uiose  admirable  pieces,  does  hn  mi^eitf 

be  under  very  great  obligations  to  the  crown,  discover  this  new  opinion  of  his  political  se- 

I  am  confident  he  would  not  so  very  directly  curity  in  having  the  chair  of  the  soomer,  that 

contradict,  even  in  the  paroxysm  of  his  zeal  is,  the  discipline  of  atheism  and  the  block  of 

against  monarchy,  and  the  declarations  made  regicide  set  up  by  his  side,  elevated  on  the 

in  the  name  and  with  the  fullest  approbation  same  platform,  and  shouldering,  with  the  rile 

of  our  sovereign,  his  master,  and  our  common  image  of  their  grim  and  bloody  idol,  the  in* 

benefactor.    In   those  declarations  you  will  violiii>Ie  majesty  of  his  throne  ?  The  seoti- 

see,  that  the  king,  instead  of  being  sensible  of  ments  of  these  declarations  are  the  v^  re* 

great  alarm  and  jealously  from  a  neighbouring  verse  :  they  could  not  be  other.    Speaking  of 

crowned  head,  than  from  these  regicides,  at-  the  spirit  of  that  usurpation,  the  royal  maoi* 

tributes  all  the  dangers  of  Europe  to  the  latter,  festo  describes  with  perfect  truth  its  intemil 

Let  this  writer  hear  the  description  given  in  tyranny  to  have  been  established  as  the  very 

the  royal  declaration  of  the  soheme  of  power  means  of  shaking  the  security  of  all  odier 

of  these  miscreants,  as  '<  a  aystem  destructive  states  ;  as  "  diapoang  arbUrarity  of  the  jsrv* 

of  all  public  order ;  maintained  by  proacrqttionaf  perty  and  blood  of  the  inhcMtanta  of  Framee,  m 

exiles  f  and  eonfiacaiiona  toithout  number;  by  order  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of othernetiomi 

arbitrary  impriaonmenia ;  by  maaaacreaj  which  and  to  render  all  Europe  the  theatre^  Ae  mam 

ecmnot  be  remembered  without  horrour ;  and  at  crimes  and  the  same  ndafortuneaJ*    If  was  bat 

length  by  the  execrable  murder  of  a  juat  and  a  natural  inference  from  this  fact,  that  the 

hen^ieerU  aoverdgn,  and  of  the  illuatriousprin-  royal  manifesto  does  not  at  all  rest  the  joBti- 

ceaSf  who  with  an  unshaken  firmness  has  shared  fication  of  this  war  on  common  principles  >* 

all  the  misfortunes  of  her  royal  conaorty  his  pro-  "  that  it  vxu  not  only  to  defend  hia  ovon  rigktii 

traeted  ai^eringa^  his  crudcaptivUy,  and  his  and  ^lose  of  Ms  alUes" — bui  "  that  all  the  du/^ 

ignominious  death"     After  thus  describing,  eat  intere^  of  his  people  imposed  upon  Aim  a 

with  on  eloquence  and  energy  equalled  only  by  duty  still  more  important;  ^hat  of  exerfkng  Ml 

its  truth,  the  means  by  which  this  usurped  ^Maforihepreaervatimiofcialaowtyitaiitfim 

power  had  been  acquired  and  maintained,  that  happily  eatabliahed  among  the  natkma  qfJBwropt 

government  is  characterized  with  equal  force.  On  that  ground  the  protection  offered  is  te 

His  majeaty,  far  from  thinking  monarchy  in  those,  who,  by  "dedaring  for  a             "  ' 
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(,  shall  shake  off  the  yoke  of  a  san-  we  have  an  important  part  of  our  veiy  exis- 

junary  anarchy." — ^It  is  for  that  purpose  the  tence  beyond  our  limits,  and  who  therefore 

iadarmtiGn  calls  on  them  to  join  the  standard  stretch  their  thoughts  beyond  the  pemcsrium 

iwn**  hereditaprtf  monarchy ;"  declaring,  that  of  England,  for  them  too  he  has  a  comfort, 

rtfMM^^anifpeaceof  this  kingdom  and  the  which  will  remove  all  their  jealousies  and 

mmen  of  Europe  *<  material^  depend  upon  alarms  about  the  extent  of  the  empire  of  regi- 

la  n  ^oNithment of  order  in  France**  his  cide.    "  The»e conqueets  eventuaify  will  be  the 

■uaaty  does  not  hesitate   to  declare,  that  oauae  of  her  destruction.**    So  that  they,  who 

*  me  r^-^MabUekmeni  of  monarehsf  in  the  person  hate  the  cause  of  usurpation,  and  dread  the 

}f  Lams  the  ilth  and  the  Unoful  hears  of  his  power  of  France  under  any  form,  are  to  wish 

appears  to  him  [his  majesty]  the  best  her  to  be  a  conqueror,  in  order  to  accelerate 

of  aocompluiva^  these  just  and  solidary  herr«in.    A  little  more  conquest  would  be 

."  still  better.    Will  he  tell  us  what  dose  of  do- 

This  is  what  his  majesty  does  not  hesitate  minion  is  to  be  the  quantum  suffidt  for  her 

ao  declare  relative  to  the  political  safely  and  destruction,  for  she  seems  very  voracious  of 

pssnw  of  his  kingdom  and  of  Europe,  and  with  the  food  of  her  distemper  ?  To  be  sure  she  is 

wyupd  to  France  under  her  antient  hereditary  ready  to  perish  with  repletion  ;    she  has  a 

BMMurchy  in  the  course  and  order  of  legal  sue-  BouUmia  and  hardly  has  bolted  down   one 

CMrioQ ; — but    in  comes  a  gentleman  in  the  state,  than  she  calls  for  two  or  three  more, 

bg  end  of  October,  dripping  with  the  fogs  of  There  is  a  good  deal  of  wit  in  all  this  ;  but 

humid  and  uncertain  season,  and  does  not  it  seems  to  me  (with  all  respect  to  the  author 

in  diameter  to  contradict  this  wise  to  be  carrying  the  joke  a  great  deal  too  far. 

just  royal  declaration ;   and  stoutly  on  I  cannot  yet  think,  that  the  armies  of  the  al- 

Ijia  part,  to  make  a  counter-declaration;  that  lies  were  ofthis  way  of  thinking;  and  that,  when 

),  so  fiir  as  the   political  interests  of  they  evacuated  all  these  countries,  it  was  a 

are   concerned,   will    not   remain,  stratagem  of  war  to  decoy  France  into  ruin ; 

the  despotism  of  regicide,  and  with  the  or  that,  if  in  a  treaty  we  should  surrender  them 

batter  part  of  Europe  in  her  hands,  so  much  for  ever  into  the  hands  of  the  usurpation  (the 

9m  iJbjfict  of  jealousy  and  alarm,  as  she  was  lease,  the  author  supposes)  it  is  a  master- 

vader  the  reign  of  a  monarch.    When  I  hear  stroke  of  policy  to  effect  the  destruction  of  a 

^  master  and  reason  on  one  side,  and  the  formidable  rival,  and  to  render  her  no  longer 

■Ufant  and  his  single  and  unsupported  asser-  an  object  of  jealousy  and  alarm.    This,  I  as- 

tioa  on  the  other,  my  part  is  taken.  sure  the  author,  will  infinitely  facilitate  the 

-This  is  what  the  Octoberist  says  of  the  treaty.    The  usurpers  will  catch  at  this  bait, 

poiitieal  interests  of  England,  which  it  looks  without  minding  the  hook,  which  this  craAy 

as  if  he  completely  disconnected  with  those  angler  for  the  jacobin  gudgeons  of  the  new 

«f  all  other  nations.    But  not  quite  so ;  he  directory  has  so  dexterously  placed  under  it. 

jiHt  allows  it  possible  (with  an  "  at  least*')  Every  symptom  of  the  exacerbation  of  the 

that  the  other  powers  may  not  find  it  quite  public  malady  is  with  him  (as  with  the  doctor 

Ikwr  interest,  that  their  territories  should  be  in  Moliere)  a  happy  prognostic  of  recovery. 

ttH^uered,  and  their  subjects  tyrannized  over  Flanders  gone.    TmU  Mieux,     Holland  sub- 

bf  the  regicides.    No  fewer  than  ten  sove-  dued— charming !  Spain  beaten,  and  all  the 

liign  princes  had,  some  the  whole,  all  a  very  hither  Germany  conquered.    Bravo !    Better 

flolMiderable  part  of  their  dominions  under  the  and  better  still !  But  they  will  retain  all  their 

yoke  of  that  dreadful  &ction.    Among  these  conquests  on  a  treaty!    Best  of  all!    What  a 

was  to  be  redioned  the  first  republic  in  the  delightful  thing  it  is  to  have  a  gay  physician 

iporid,  and  the  closest  ally  of  this  kingdom,  who  sees  all  things,  as  the  French  express  it, 

nhich,  under  the  insulting  name  of  au  inde-  ooideur  de  rose  !  What  an  escape  we  have  had, 

^mA&uiy,  is  under  her  iron  yoke ;    and,  as  that  we  and  our  allies  were  not  the  conque- 

loog  as  a  faction  averse  to  the  old  government  rors !  By  these  conquests,  previous  to  her  utter 

ii  soflbred  there  to  domineer,  cannot  be  other-  destruction,  she  is  "  wholly  to  lose  that  pre- 

wIm.    I  say  nothing  of  the  Austrian  Nether-  ponderance,  which  she  held  in  the  scale  of  the 

lands,  countries  of  a  vast  extent,  and  among  European  powers.''    Bless  me !  this  new  sys- 

tha'moat  fbrtile  and  popubos  of  Europe  ;  and,  tem  of  France,  after  changing  all  other  laws, 

with  regard  to  us,  most  critically  situated,  reverses  the  law  of  gravitation.    By  throwing 

Tbenat  will  readily  occur  to  you.  in  weight  afler  weight  her  scale  rises;  and 

Bat  if  there  are  yet  existing  any  people,  will,  by  and  by,  kick  the  beam.    Certainly 

^k$  iMf  ddfiuiiioned  enough  to  conmder,  that  there  is  one  sense  in  which  ^e  kwes  her  pre* 
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pondennee:  that  ii,  ibeu  no  lander  prepoii- 

derant  af*iiMt  the  countries  she  has  conquered. 
Tbej  are  part  of  herselC  Bat  I  beg  the  au- 
thor to  keep  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  soiiles  fixr  a 
moment  longer,  and  then  to  tell  me,  in  down- 
right earnest,  whether  he  sees  hitherto  any 
signs  other  losing  preponderance  by  an  an^ 
mentation  of  weight  and  power.  Has  she  lost 
her  preponderance  over  Spain,  fay  her  influence 
in  Spain  ?  Are  there  any  signs,  that  the  con- 
quest of  Savoy  and  Nice  begins  to  lessen  her 
preponderance  over  Switzerland  and  t^  Ita- 
lian states;  or,  that  the  canton  of  Berne,  Ge- 
noa, and  Tuscany,  for  example,  have  taken 
arms  against  her,  or,  that  Sardinia  is  more 
adverse  than  ever  to  a  treacherous  pacifica- 
tion ?  Was  it  in  the  last  week  of  October, 
that  the  German  states  showed  that  jacobin 
France  was  losing  her  preponderance?  Did 
th«  king  of  Prussia,  when  be  delivered  into 
her  safe  custody  his  territories  on  this  side  of 
the  Rhme,  manifest  any  tokens  of  his  opinion 
<^her  loss  of  preponderance  ?  Look  on  Swe- 
den and  on  Denmark :  is  her  preponderance 
less  visible  there? 

It  is  true,  that  in  a  course  of  ages  empires 
have  fallen,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  not 
in  mine,  by  their  own  weight.  Sometimes 
they  have  been  unquestions^y  embarrassed 
in  their  movements  by  the  dissociated  situa- 
tion of  their  dominions.  Such  was  the  case 
of  the  empire  of  Charles  V.  and  of  his  suc- 
cessor. It  might  be  so  of  others.  But  so 
compact  a  body  of  empire — so  fitted  in  all  its 
parts  for  mutual  support: — with  a  frontier  by 
nature  and  art  so  impenetrable ; — with  sudi 
facility  of  breaking  out,  with  irresistible  force, 
from  every  quarter,  was  never  seen  in  such 
an  extent  of  territory  from  the  beginning  of 
time,  as  in  that  empire,  which  the  jacobins 
possessed  in  October,  1795,  and  which  Boissy 
d'  Anglois  in  his  report,  settled  as  the  law  for 
Europe  and  the  dominion  assigned  by  nature 
for  the  republic  of  regicide.  But  this  empire 
is  to  be  her  ruin,  and  to  take  away  all  alarm 
and  jealousy  on  the  part  of  England,  and  to 
destroy  her  preponderance  over  the  miserable 
remains  of  Europe. 

These  are  choice  speculations,  with  which 
the  author  amuses  himself,  and  tries  to  divert 
us,  in  the  blackest  hours  of  the  dismay,  de- 
feat, and  calamity  of  all  civilized  nations. 
They  have  but  <nie  fault,  that  they  are  directly 
contrary  to  the  common  sense  and  common 
feeling  of  mankind.  If  I  had  but  one  hour  to 
live,  I  wodd  employ  it  in  decrying  thia 
wretched  system,  and  die  with  my  pen  in  my 
hand  to  mark  out  the  dreadfiil  coosequeocei 


1^ 
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ofrMeif^r  an  wri^wit  rf  liw  *■  ^^ 
tated  by  the  dcsporiam  of  ra^oAitBiV 
coHBlrj,  and  to  the  laavfiil  awdfi  < 
ciiristian  worid. 

I  trust  I  shall  hardly  be  toU,iBl w- _^ 

of  this8hamefiils!yBtemorpo&ia,*<ltl|to«^ 
author  cayreaess  his  ii  iiliamaiiirij  m Wfc 
In  such  things  it  may  be  truly  sMi,(!bit'M* 
todoubtisoBce  tobereaotved.**  ItauM* 
a  strange  reason  for  wasting  die  tmMNi* 
shedding  the  blood  of  our  camtiyt  ta  p*^ 
arrangemeats  on  the  part  of  anedNrpb"*!* 
iN^ch  we  were  doubtfiil,  v^iether  diij  aift 
not  be  even  to  our  advantage,  aad  rente  W 
neighbour  leas,  than  before,  the  ebiicl«C« 
jeaknisy  and  alarm.     In  thia  doubt  then  i 
much  decision.    No  nation  would  eoBM^i 
carry  on  a  war  of  scepticiaai.  Bat  diafiHlili 
this  expressioa  of  doi^t  isonly  a  mode  if  fj** 
ting  an  opinion,  when  it  is  not  the  drift  tfil 
author  to  overturn  the  doubt.    OthenrisB,  tb 
doubt  is  never 'stated  as  the  antbot^  ooa,  W 
1^,  as  here  it  is,  imanswered.    Indeed,  tb 
mode  of  stating  the  most  deeded  opimiil 
the    form  (^questions  is  w> little  oneoaaH^ 
particularly  since  the  excdlent  queries  <fdi 
excelleat  Berkely,  that  it  became  for  aflBii 
while  a  fashionable  mode  ofccmpositioa. 

Here  then  the  author  of  the  fourth  weik  if 
October  is  ready  for  the  worst,  and  wsrii 
strike  the  bargain  of  peace  on  these  conditiMt 
I  must  leave  it  to  you  and  toeveiy  coosidertll 
man  to  reflect  upon  the  elfoct  of  diis  oa  M^ 
continental  sUianoea,  present  or  fature,  sai 
whether  it  woukl  be  poasible  (if  this  book  an   | 
thought  of  the  least  authority)  that  its  ■■»  ^ 
ims,  with  regard  toonr  political  iaterestiBOi 
not  naturally  push  them  to  be  beforehand  yflk 
us  in  the  fraternity  with  regicide,  aai  iM 
not  only  strip  us  of  any  aieady  allianoe  atpti 
sent,  but  leave  us  wkbout  any  of  that  tmt 
muni<Ni  of  interert,   «diich    could  pradiM 
alliances  in  future.    Indeed,  with  thsas  ■•» 
ims  we  shoukl  be  well  divided  firooi  thaworii 

Notwithstanding  this  new  kud  of  banMT 
and  security  that  is  foond  against  her  anbilifl 
in  her  conquests,  yet  in  tlM  very  same  pua> 
graph  he  admits,  that  <<  for  the  jarami,  at 
least,  it  is  subversive  of  the  baknoeof  ponNb' 
This,  I  confess,  is  not  a  direct  cootiadkslMi 
because  the  benefits  which  he  promiam  Ub> 
self  from  it,  aooording  to  his  hypothensi  an 
future  and  more  remote. 

So  disposed  is  this  aiathor  to  peace,  Ai^ 
having  lakia  comfbrtable  foundatioafiirav 
security  in  the  greatneaa  of  her  e■|^lahi 
has  another  in  reserve  if  that  riioaUi  ftii 
upon  quite  a  contrary  gwwmd }    thttii|>if>' 
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erambling  to  pieces,  and  being  nothing  to  alarm  jfou,  ^hen  all  straggle  against 

lumber  of  little  separate  repub-  it  is  over,  when  mankind  shall  be  silent  before 

ying  the  tribute  of  humanity  to  it,  when  all  nations  shall  be  disarmed,  dis- 

be  ruined  by  all  these  changes,  heartened  and  trufy  divided  by  a  treacherous 

is  ofopinioh,  that**  the  change  peace?    Its  malignity   towards  human-kind 

Ltible  with  general  tranquillity,  will  subsist  with  uidiminished  heat,  whilst 

itablishment  of  a  peaceful  and  the  means  of  giving  it  effect  must  proceed,  and 

nerce  among  nations/'    Whe-  every  means  ^resisting  it.must  inevitably  and 

great  or  small,  firm  and  entire,  rapidly  decline. 

nd  divided,  all  is  well ;  pit>-  Against  alarm  on  their  politic  and  mili- 

ave  peace  with  her.  tary  empire  these  are  the  writer's  sedative 

intering  into  speculations  about  remedies.    But  he  leaves  us  sadly  in  the  dark 

aent,  while  she  is  adding  great  with  regard  to  the  moral  consequences  which 

mpire,  is  it  then  quite  so  cer-  he  states  have  threatened  to  demolish  a  sys- 

Asipation  of  France  into  such  tem  of  civilization  under  which  his  country 

^republics  would  be  so  very  fa-  enjoys  a  prosperity  unparalleled  in  the  histo- 

true  balance  of  power  in  Eo-  ry  of  maun: — We  had  emerged  from  our  first 

thor  imagines  it  would  be,  and  terrours,  but  here  we  sink  into  them  again ; 

»  of  nations  ?  I  greatly  differ  however,   only  to  shake  them  off  upon  the 

sriiaps  shall  prove  in  a  future  credit  of  his  being  a  man  of  veiy  sanguine 

political  map  of  Euro|)e  before  hopes. 

3  general  liberty  and  indepen-  Against  the  moral  terrours  of  this  success- 

reat  christian  commonwealth  ful  empire  of  barbarism,  though  he  has  given 

with  such  a  dismemberment ;  us  no  consolation  here,  in  another  place  he 

Ibllowed  (  as  probably  enough  has  formed  other  securities ;  securities,  indeed 

dismemberment  of  every  other  which  will  make  even  the  enormity  of  the 

Mmtry  in  Europe:  and,  what  crimes  and  atrocities  of  France  a  benefit  to 

lid  arise  in  the  constitution  of  the  world.    We  are  to  be  cured  by  her  dis- 

Surope,  it  is  not  easy  to  con-  eases.    We  are  to  grow  proud  of  our  consti- 

node,  impossible  not  to  foresee  tutiun  upon  the  distempers  of  theirs.    Govem- 

Speculate  on,  good  my  lord !  ments  throughout  all  Europe  are  to  become 

roimd  no  part  of  your  politics  much  stronger  by  this    event.     This,  tdo, 

Y  speculations.    But,  as  to  any  comes  in  the  favourite  mode  of  deubi  and  per- 

le,  are  we  not  yet  ciu^  of  the  ?uxp8.    **  To  those,"  he  says, "  who  meditate 

ilating  on  the  circumstances  of  on  the  workings  of  the  human  mind,  a  doubt 

9erent  from  those  in  which  we  may,    perhaps,  arise,    whether  the  efiects, 

'  Five  years  has  this  monster  which  I  have  described"  [namely,  the  change 

I  and  entire  in  all  its  members,  he  supposes  to  be  wrought  on  the  public  mind 

I  into  a  division  within  itself,  with  regard  to  the  French  doctrines]  "  though 

by  tremendous  additions.  We  atpregent  a  salutary  chedttothe  dangerous 

look  that  frightful  form  in  the  spirit  of  innovation,  may  not  prove  favourable 

tnd  in  its  own  actual  shape,  to  abuses  of  power,  by  creating  a  timidity  in 

i  wise.    We  have  not  the  for-  the  just  cause  of  liberty."    Here  the  current 

il  fear ;  we  will  not  provide  for  of  our  apprehensions  takes  a  contrary  course, 

y;  but  we  endeavour  to  hush  Instead  of  trembling  for  the  existence  of  our 

esent  timidity  by  guesses  at  government  from  the  spirit  of  licentiousness 

ereafler,  **  To-morrow  and  to-  and  anarchy,  the  author  would-  make  us  be- 

norrow." — Is  this  our  style  of  lieve  we  are  to  tremble  for  our  liberties  from 

or  yesterdays  have  lighted  fools  the  great  accession  of  power,  tHuch  is  to  ac* 

'  death?"  Talk  not  to  me  of  what  crue  to  government. 

•lies  may  come  firom  this  car>  I  believe  I  have  read  in  some  anthor  who 

arcass.    Now,  now,  while  we  criticised  the  productions  of  the  ikmons  Junea, 

M  of  life  and  action.    What  that  it  is  not  very  wise  m  people,  who  darii 

igicide  empire  of  to-day?  Tell  away  in  prophecy,  to  fix  the  time  of  accom- 

do  its  terrours  appal  you  into  plishment  at  too  short  a  period.     Mr.  Bro* 

ission,  or  rouse  you  to  a  vigor-  thers  may  meditate  upon  this  at  his  leisure, 

lot  do— I  no  longer  prevent  it^  He  was  a  melancholy  prognosticator,  and  has 

into  fiiturity.  Has  this  empire  had  the  hxe  of  melancholy  men.    But  they 


1^ 
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who  prophesy  pleasant  things  get  great  pre-     these  awkward  appearances  with  regari  to  4l 
sent  applause ;  and  in  days  of  calamity  people     strength  of  government,  he  has  still  lui  ftiii 
have  something  else  to  think  of:  they  lose,  in     and  doubts  about  our  liberties.    To  t  ft« 
their  feeling  of  their  distress,  all   memory  of    people  this  would  be   a  matter  of  slarai,!* 
those,  who  flattered  them  in  their  prosperity,     this  physician  of  October  has  in  his  siNpal 
But,  merely  for  the  credit  of  the  prediciioa,     sorts  of  salves  for  all  sorts  of  sores.    It  il 
nothing  could  have  happened  more  unluckily     curious,  that  they  all  come  from  the  inexfaoi- 
for  the  noble  lord's  sanguine  expectations  of    tiWe  drug  shop  of  the  regicide  dbpeowy. 
the  amendment  of  the  public  mind,  and    the     It  costs  him  nothing  to  excite  terfour,beCMii 
consequent  greater   security   to  government     he  lays  it  at  his  pleasure.    He  finds  a  «•• 
from  the  examples  in  France,  than  what  hap-     rity  for  this  danger  to  liberty  from  the  w«» 
pened  in  the  week  after  the  publication  of  his     derful  wisdom  to  be  taught  to  kings,  to  nobilil^t 
hebdomadal  system.    I  am  not  sure  it  was     and  even  to  the  lowest  of  the  pec^e,  fagr  tiii 
not  in  the  very  week,  one  of  the  most  vident     late  transactions. 

and  dangerous  seditions  broke,  out,  that  we  I  confess,  I  was  always  Uind  eDou^  li 
have  seen  in  several  years.  This  sedition,  regard  the  French  revolution,  in  the  act,  ill 
menacing  to  the  public  security,  endangering  much  more  in  the  example,  as  one  of  (hi  (, 
the  sacred  person  of  the  king,  and  violating  greatest  calamities  that  haA  ever  fiilleD  ipa 
in  the  most  audacious  manner  the  authority  mankind.  I  now  find  that  in  its  effeeti  it 
of  parliament,  surrounded  our  sovereign  with  is  to  be  the  greatest  of  all  blessings.  If  i^ 
a  murderous  yell  and  war-whoop  for  that  peace  we  owe  amende  honowrabk  to  the  ^kCohiK 
which  the  noble  lord  considers  as  a  cure  for  all  They,  it  seems,  were  right — and  if  they  ww» 
domestic  disturbances  and  dissatisfactions.  right  a  little  earlier  than  we  are,  it  oalj  sImM 

So  far  as  to  this  general  cure  for  popular  dis-  that  they  exceeded  us  in  sagacity.  ITtbcf 
orders.  As  for  government,  the  two  houses  of  brought  out  their  right  ideas  somewbat  ii  ft 
parliament,  instead  of  being  guided  by  the  disorderly  manner,  it  must  be  renwBitwni 
speculations  of  the  fourth  week  in  October,  that  great  zeal  produces  some  irregiidvi^ » 
and  throwing  up  new  barriers  against  the  but,  when  greatly  in:  the  ri^,  it  must  be  ptt> 
dangerous  power  of  the  crown,  which  the  no-  doned  by  ^ose,  who  are  very  regularly  ui 
ble  lord  considered  as  no  unplausible  subject  temperately  in  the  vrrong.  The  master  jio^ 
of  apprehension,  the  two  houses  of  parliament  bins  had  tokl  me  this  a  thousand  timeSk  I 
thought  fit  to  pass  two  acts  for  the  fiirther  never  believed  the  masters;  nor  oTo  T now fiU 
strengthening  of  that  very  government  against  myself  disposed  to  give  credit  to  the  disciples 
a  most  dangerous  and  wide-spread  faction.  I  will  not  much  dispute  with  our  author,  whidk 

Unluckily  too  for  this  kind  of  sanguine  party  has  the  best  c^  this  revolution  ;—dial^ 
speculation,  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  ever-  which  is  from  thence  to  learn  wisdom,  or  thily 
famed  "  last  week  of  October,''  a  large,  da^  which  from  the  same  event  haa,obtained  pow«b 
ring  and  seditious  meeting  was  publicly  held,  The  dispute  on  the  preference  of  strength  It 
from  which  meeting  this  atrocious  attempt  wisdom  may  perhaps  be  decided  as  HorMi 
against  the  sovereign  publicly  originated.  has  decided  the  controversy  between  art  ui 

No  wonder,  that  the  author  should  tell  us  nature.  I  do  not  like  to  leave  all  the  power  It 
that  the  whole  consideration  might  be  varied  my  adversary,  and  to  secure  nothing  to  mysel 
wJuUt  he  VKiswrUing  those  pages.  In  one,  and  but  the  untimely  wisdom,  that  is  tauglK  kf 
that  the  most  material,  instance,  his  specula-  the  consequences  of  folly.  I  do-  not  Ifte  tf 
tionsnot  only  might  be,  but  were  at  that  very  share  in  the  partition,  because  to  his  streogB 
time  entirely  overset.  Their  war  cry  for  my  adversary  may  possibly  add  a  good  deal  d 
peace  with  France  was  the  same  with  that  cunning,  whereas  my  wisdom  may  totally  fiul 
of  this  gentle  author,  but  in  a  difierent  note,  in  producing  to  me  the  same  degree  of  streogdk 
His  is  the  getmtus  ColumlkBf  cooing  and  But  to  descend  from  the  author's  geneiili* 
wooing  fraternity ;  theirs  the  funereal  screams  ties  a  little  nearer  to  meaning,  the  securi^ 
of  birds  of  night  calling  for  their  ill-omened  given  to  liberty  is  this,  **  that  govemmeBtl 
paramours.  But  they  are  both  songs  of  court-  will  have  learned  not  to  precipitate  themsdvai 
ship.  These  regicides  considered  a  regicide  into  embarrassments  by  speculative  wars.  S»> 
peace  as  a  cure  for  all  their  evils  ;  and,  so  far  vereigns  and  princes  will  not  forget  that  stsa- 
as  I  can  find,  they  showed  nothing  at  all  of  the  diness,  moderation  and  oeoonoroy  are  the  boil 
timidity  which  the  noble  lord  apprehends  in  supports  of  the  eminence  on  whidi  they  stand.* 
what  they  call  the  just  cause  of  Uberty .  There  seems  to  me  a  good  deal  of  oblique  r»- 

However,  it  seems,  that  notwithstanding     flection  in  this  lesson.  As  to  the  lesson  ilssl^ii 


REGICIDE  PEACE.  531 

les  a  good  one.    One  would  think,  disposition  to  meddle  in  the  concerns  of  that 

'  this  formal  introduction  of  it,  as  a  very  America,  than  he  did,  and  in  a  way  not 

ition    of  the    arrangements  pro-  Jess  likely  to  kindle  the  flame  of  speculative 

B  author,  it  had  never  been  taught  war.    Here  is  one  sovereign  not  yet  reclaimed 

er  by  precept  or  by  experience ;  by  these  healing  examples.    Will  he  fwint  out 

sse  maxims  are  discoveries  reserv-  the  olher  sovereio^ns,  who  are  to  be  reformed 

;icide  peace.    But  is  it  permitted  by  this  peace  ?   Their  wars  may  not  be  spe- 

t  security  it  affords  to  the  liberty  culative.      But  the   world  will  not  be  much 

K:t,  that  the  prince  is  pacific  or  mended  by  turning  wars  from  unprofitable  and 

he  very  contrary  has  happened  in  speculative  to  practical  and  lucrative,  in^ether 

Our  best  securities  for  freedom  the  liberty  or  the  repose  of  mankind  is  regard- 

Qbtained  from  princes,  who  were  ed.    If  the  author's  new  sovereign  in  F^rance 

ke,  or  prodigal,  or  both.  is  not  reformed  by  the  example  of  his  own  re- 

I  the  amendment  of  princes,  in  volution,  that  revolution  has  not  added  much 

s,  can   have  no  efiect   in  quiet-  to  the  security  and  repose  of  Poland,  for  in* 

)rehensions  for  liberty  on  account  stance,  or  taught  the  three  great  partitioning 

gth  to  be  acquired  to  government  powers  more  moderation  in  their  second,  than 

e  peace,  I  allow,  that  the  avoiding  they  had  shown  in  their  first  division,  of  that 

ire  wars  may  possibly  be  an  advan-  devoted  country.      The   first  division  which 

ded  I  well  understand,  what  the  preceded  these  destructive  examples,  was  mo- 

ns  by  a  speculative  war.     I  sup-  deration  itself  in  comparison  of  what  has  been 

ins  a  war  grounded  on  speculative  done  since  the  period  of  the  author's  amend- 

and  not  wars  founded  on  a  just  ment. 

of  danger.    Does  he  mean  to  in*  This  paragraph  is  written  with  something 

ar,  which  we  are  now  carrying  on,  of  a  studied  obscurity.    If  it  means  any  thing, 

s  speculative  wars,  which  this  jaco-  it  seems  to  hint  as  if  sovereigns  were  to  learn 

to  teach  sovereigns  to  avoid  here-  moderation  and  an  attention  to  the  liberties 

>,  it  is  doing  the  parly  an  important  of  their  people,  from  the  fate  qf  the  mnkreigns 

oes  he  mean  that  we  are  to  avoid  who  have  nifered  in  thi»  toor,  and  eminently 

s  that  of  the  grand  alliance,  made  of  Louis  XVI. 

tion  of  danger  to  the  independence  Will  he  say,  whether  the  king  of  Sardinia's 

I  suspect  he  has  a  sort  of  retro-  horrible  tyranny  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 

w  to  the  American  war,  as  a  spe-  Savoy  and  of  Nice  ?  What  lesson  of  modera- 

,  carried  on  by  England  upon  one  tion  does  it  teach  the  pope  ?  I  desire  to  know 

r  Louis  the  XVIth  on  the  other,  whether  hishdiness  is  to  learn  not  to  massacre 

lare  of  that  war,  let  reverence  to  his  subjects,  nor  to  waste  and  destroy  such 

d  respect  to  the  living,  prevent  us  beautiful  countries  as  that  of  Avignon,  lest  he 

I  lessons  of  this  kind  at  their  ex-  should  call  to  their  assistance  that  great  deli- 
mit know  how  far  the  author  may  verer  of  naticMis,  Jaurdan  CoupUte  ?  What 
at  liberty  to  wanton  on  that  sub-  lesson  does  it  give  of  moderation  to  the  empe- 
ny  part,  I  entered  into  a  coalition,  rour,  whose  predecessor  never  put  one  man  to 

I I  had  no  longer  a  duty  relative  to  death  afler  a  general  rebellion  of  the  Low 
3,  made  me  think  myself  bound  in  Countries,  that  the  regicides  never  spared 
to  call  it  up  without  necessity,  man,  woman,  or  child,  ^om  they  but  suspec- 
ita  England  out  of  the  question,  ted  of  dislike  to  their  usurpations?  What, 
mly  on  Louis  XVL  I  have  only  to  then,  are  all  these  lessons  about  the  ao^Undng 
f  has  he  answered  it."    I  will  not  the  character  of  sovereigns  by  this  regicide 

But  all  those,  who  pushed  on  peace?     On  reading  this  section  one  would 

D,  by  which  he  was  deposed,  were  imagine,  that  the  poor  tame  sovereigns  of 

in  fault  than  he  was.    They  have  Europe  had  been  a  sort  of  furious  wild  beasts, 

m,  and  have  divided  his  kingdom  that  stood  in  need  of  some  uncommonly  rough 

lut  they  who  are  the  guilty,  are  not  discipline  to  subdue  the  ferocity  of  their  savage 

jrnish  the  example.     They,  who  nature. 

|h  his  fault,  are  not  among  those  As  to  the  example  to  be  learnt  firom  the 

who  are  likely  to   be   taught  to  murder  of  Louis  XVI.  if  a  lesson  to  kings  is 

ktive  wars  by  the  murder  of  their  not   derived  Srom  his  fate,  I  do  not  know 

^mk  the  authw  will  not  be  hardy  whence  it  can  come.    The  author,  however, 

t,  that  they  have  shown  less  ought  not  to  have  left  us  in  the  dark  upon  that 
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mJb^f  to  break  oar  ihini  0fT«r  hb  hints  and  property,  from  vfhoae  di«uln«  I* 

nMinuatioafl.    Is  it,  then,  tme,  that  this  on-  k  seems,  to  learn  a  >peneral  softm 

fortunate  monarch  drew  his  punishment  upon  racter,  and  a  rerision  of  oar  loeial 

himself  by  his  want  of  moderation,  and  his  and  duties,  appear  to  me  futt  as  Htl 

oppressing  the  liberties,  of  which  ho  had  ing  of  that  fate,  as  the  author,  wHoi 

found  his  people  in  possession  ?  Is  not  the  can  be.    Many  of  them,  I  am  sore, 

direct  contrary  the  hctl  And  is  not  the  ex-  as  I  should  be  proud  indeed  to  1 

ample  of  this  revolutioa  the  Tory  reverse  of  compare  myself  with,  inknowle(I«( 

any  thing  which  can  lead  to  that  Bofienmg  of  rity,  and  in  evwy  other  virtue, 

character  in  princes,  whidi.  the  author  sap-  nature  might  shrink,  though  thei 

poses  as  a  security  to  the  people;  and  has  from  the  proof;  but  my  reason  and 

brought  forward  as  a  recoaunendation  to  fm-  tion  tell  me,  that  it  wouM  be  a  good 

temity  with  those,  who  have  administered  that  purchase  their  merits  with  their  fit) 
happy  emollient  in  the  murder  of  their  king.         For  which  of  his  vices  did  th« 

and  tlie  slavery  and  desolatioo  of  their  ecuntry  ?  gistrate,  lyEspreroenil,  lose  bis 

But  the  author  does  not  conGne  the  benefit  his  head  ?  What  w^e  the  abon 

of  the  regicide  lesson  to  kings  alone.    He  has  Malesherbes,  that  other  excellent 

a  diffusive  bounty.    Nobles,  and  men  of  pro>  whose  sixty  years  of  uniform  virl 

perty,  will  likewise  be  greatly  reformed.    They  knowledged,  in  the  very  act  of  his 

too  will  be  led  to  a  review  of  their  social  the  judicial  butdiers  who  oondoi 

situation  and  duties,  "  and  will  reflect,  that  On  account  of  what  misd«iieanc 

their  large  allotment  of  worldly  advantages  is  robbed  of  his  property,  and  slaa| 

for  the  aid  and  benefit  of  the  whole.''     Is  it  two  generations  of  his  oflbpring ; 

then  from  the  fato  of  Juignie,  archbishop  of  mains  of  the  third  race,  with  a  ff 

Paris,  or  of  the  cardinal  do  Rochefoucault,  cruelty,  and  lest  they  should  appei 

and  of  so  many  others,  who  gave  their  fortunes,  the  property  forfeited  by  the  virt 

and,  I  may  say,  their  very  beings  to  the  poor,  uicestor,  confounded  in  an  hospi> 

that  the  rich  are  to  learn,  that  their  **  fortunes  thousands  of  those  unhappy  found 

are  for  the  aid  and  benefit  of  the  whole  V*  I  who  are  id>andoned,  without  relati 

say  nothing  of  the  liberal  persons  of  great  rank  out  name,  by  the  wretehedness  oi 

and  property,  lay  and  ecclesiastic,  men  and  fligacy  of  their  parents? 
women,  to  whom  we  have  had  the  honour  and        Is  the  fate  of  the  queen  of  Fn 

happiness  of  affording  an  asylum, — ^I  pass  by  dace  this  sofVening  of  character 

these,  lest  I  should  never  have  done,  or  lest  I  a  person  so  very  ferocious  and  • 

riiould  omit  some  as  deserving  as  any  I  might  the  exampfe  of  her  death,  to  fiigl 

mention.    Why  wiU  the  author  then  suppose,  common  humanity  ?  Is  there  no  i 

that  the  nobles  and  men  of  property  in  France  the  emperour  a  mgfiming  of  chaa 

have  been  banished,  confiscated,  and  murder-  review  of  his  epocial  situaftion  u 

ed,  on  account  of  the  savageness  and  ferocity  hn  consent,  by  an  infamous  acebi 

of  their  character,  and  their  being  tainted  Mrith  cide,  to  drive  a  second  coach  wi 

vices  beyond  those  of  the  same  order  and  de-  trian  arms  through  the  streets  of< 

scription  in  other  countries?    No  judge  of  a  which,  after  a  series  of  prepormtt 

revolutionary  tribunal,  widi  his  hands  dipped  exceeding  the  atrocities  of  the  bl 

in  their  blood,  and  his  maw  gorged  with  their  tion  itself,  the  gbry  of  the  iraper 

property,  has  yet  dared  to  assert  what  this  been  carried  to  an  ignomtnioos 

author  has  been  pleased,  by  way  of  a  moral  this  a  lesson  of  moderation  to  a'  d« 

lesson  to  insinuato.  ]$(aria  Theresa,  drawn  from  tHo 

Their  nobility  and  their  men  of  property,  daughter  of  that  incomparable 

in  a  mass,  had  the  very  same  virtues  and  the  sovereign  ?  If  he  leams  this  lesoc 

very  same  vices,  and  in  the  very  same  pro-  an  object,  and  from  such  teadiei 

portions,  with  the  same  description  of  men  in  may  remain,  but  the  king  is  dep 

this  and  in  other  nations.    I  must  do  justice  does  not  carry  quite  another  mm 

to  suffering  honour,  generosity,  and  integrity,  transaction  in  the  inmost  recessei 

I  do  not  know,  that  any  time  or  any  country  he  is  unworthy  to  reign ;  he  is  < 

has  furnished  more  splendid  examples  of  every  live.    In  the  chronicle  of  disgrwe 

virtue,  domestic  and  public.    I  do  not  enter  but  this  short  tale  toM  of  him,  *< 

into  the  councils  of  providence :  but  humanly  first  emperour,  of  his  hoose,  thai 

many  of  these  noUes  and  men  of  regicide :  He  was  the  laat^  that  v 
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pie."— Far  am  I  from  thinking  so  pletest  triumph  of  th*  conplctest  TUlany)  thai 

aguat  sovereign,  who  is  at  the  head  ever  vexed  and  disgraced  aoankind !  Tha  e»- 

larchtsj  of  Europe  and  who  is  the  ample   is  ruinous   in  every  point  of  view, 

heir  dignities  and  his  own.  religious,  moral,  civil,  political.      It  ettal>> 

rocity  of  character  drew  on  the  fate  lishes  that  dreadful  maxim  of  Maehiavel,  that 

th,  the  sister  of  King  Louis  XIV.  ?  in  great  affairs  men  are  not  to  be  wicked  by 

of  the  vices  of  that  pattern  of  be-  halves.      This  maxim  is   not  made   for  a 

of  piety,  and  of  all  the  virtues,  did  middle  sort  of  beings,  who,  because  they 

her  to  death  ?  For  which  of  her  cannot  be  angels,  ought  to  thwart  their  ambi- 

hey  put  to  death,  the  mildest  of  all  tion,  and  not  endeavour  to  become  infernal 

satures,   the  duchess   of  Biron  ?  spirits.    It  is  too  well  exemplified  in  the  pr»- 

s  the  crimes  of  those  crowds  of  ma-  sent  time,  where  the  faults  and  erroun  of 

virgms  of  condition,  whom  they  humanity,  checked  by  the  imperfect  timorous 

,  with  their  juries  of  blood,  in  pri-  virtues,  have  been  overpowered  by  those,  who 

n  scafibids  ?    What  were  the  enor-  have  stopped  at  no  crime.    It  is  a  dreadful 

he  infant  king,  whom  they  caused,  part  of  the  example,  that  infernal  malevolenco 

g  tortures,  to  perish  in  their  dun-  has  had  pious  apologists,  yrho  read  their  leo 

whom,  ifat  last  they  despatched  by  tures  on  frailties  in  favour  of  crimes;  who 

was  in  that  detestable   crime  the  abandon  the  weak,  and  court  the  firieadshipof 

mercy  they  have  ever  shown.  the  wicked.     To  root  out  these  maxinw,  and 

i>flening  of  character  is  to  be  had,  the  examples  that  support  them,  is  a  wise 

9w  of  their  social  situations  and  object  of  years  of  war.    This  is  thiA  war. 

0  be  taught  by  these  examples,  to  This  is  that  moral  war.    It  was  said  by  oM 

tobies,  to  men  of  property,  to  wo-  Trivulzio,  that  the  battle  of  Marignan  was  the 

o  infants  ?    The  royal  family  pe-  battle  of  the  giants,  that  all  the  rest  of  die 

cause  it  was  royal.    The  nobles  many  he  had  seen  were  those  of  the  cranes 

eeause  they  were  noble.    The  men,  and  pygmies.    This  is  true  of  the  objects, 

d  children,  who  had  property,  be-  at  least,  of  the  contest.    For  the  greater  part 

had  property  to  be  rolled  of.    The  of  those,  which  we  have  hitherto  contended 

re  punished,  after  they  had  been  for,  in  comparison,  were  the  toys  of  chil- 

heir  all,  not  for  their  vices,  but  for  dren. 

s  and  their  piety,  which  made  there  The  October  politician  is  so  full  of  charity 

to  their  sacred  profession,  and  to  and  good  nature,  that  he  supposes,  thai  these 

,  of  which  we  ought  to  be  proud,  very  robbers  and  murderers  themselves  aie  ki 

belong  to  it.    My  lord,  nothing  can  a  course  <^  amelioration;  on  what  ground  I 

from  such  examples,  except  the  cannot  conceive,  except  on  the  long  practice 

teing  kings,  queens,  nobles,  priests,  of  every  crime,  and  by  its  complete  success, 

m,  to  be  butchered  on  account  of  He  is  an  Origenist,  and  believes  in  the  oon- 

itance.    These  are  things,  at  which  version  of  the  devil.    All  that  runs  in  the  place 

not  crime,  not  folly,  but  wisdom,  of  blood  in  his  veins,  is  nothing  but  the  milk 

learning,  justice,  probity,  benefi-  of  human  kindness.    He  is  as  s(^  as  a  curd, 

id  aghast.    By  these  examples  our  though,  as  a  politician,  he  might  be  supposed 

our  moral  sense  are  not  enlighten-  to  be  made  oif  sterner  stuff.    He  supposes  (to 

ofounded ;  and  there  is  no  refuge  use  his  own  expression)  "  that  the  salutary 

led  and  affrighted  virtue,  but  being  truths  whioh  he  inculcates,  are  making  their 

in  humility  and  submission,  sink-  way  into  their  bosoms.''    Their  bosom  is  a 

silent  adoration  of  the  inscrutable  rock  of  granite,  on  which  falsehood  has  kmg 

OS  of  providence,  and  flying  with  since  built  her  strong  hokl.    Poor  truth  has 

wings  from  this  world  of  daring  had  a  hard  work  of  it  with  hsr  little  pidc-axe. 

d  feeble,  pusillanimous,  half-bred.  Nothing  but  gunpowder  will  do. 

Btice,   to  the  asylum   of  another  As  a  proof,  however,  of  the  progress  of  this 

ings,  in  an  unknown  form,  but  in  a  sap  of  truth,  he  gives  us  a  confession  they 

had  made  not  long  before  be  wrote.    *^  Their 

rer  the  politician  or  preacher  of.  fraternity''  (as  was  lately  stated  by  themselves 

or  of  October  may  think  of  the  in  a  solemn  report)  "  has  been  the  brotherhood 

s  a  most  comfortless,  disheartening,  of  Cain  and  Abel,  and  they  have  orgiuiixed 

example.    Dreadful  is  the  example  notliing  but  bankruptcy  and  fhmioe."    A  vefy 

Boooence  and  virtue,  and  the  com-  honest  confession  truly ',  and  oiiicli  tn  the 
.—21 
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•pirit  of  their  oomJoi  RoosMau*    Yet,  what     irremisaible,  to  whidi  every  maO)  whoiqp^ 

ia  BtiU  more  marvellous  than  the  coofessioa,  his  property  or  his  life,  in  every  couDtiy)<n# 

this  is  the  very  fraternity  to  which  our  author  well  to  look  in  all  couaexMm  with  thoae,  «iP 

gives  us  such  an  obliging  invitation  to  accede,  whom,  to  have  had  proper^  wis  an  dSnui 

There  is,  indeed,  a  vacancy  in  the  fraternal  to  endeavour  to  keep  it,  a  second  oSbdcb,)! 

corps ;  a  brother  and  a  partner  is  wanted.    If  attempt  to  resain  it,  a  crime,  that  poll  ^ 

we  please,  we  may  fill  up  the  place  of  the  offender  out  of  all  the  laws  eC  peace  or  m 

butchered  Abel ;  and  whilst  we  wait  the  destiny  Tou  cannot  see  one  of  those  wretches  viAmt 

of  the  dqiMirted  brother,  we  may  enjoy  the  ad-  an  alarm  (or  your  life  as  well  as  your  foodi. 

vantages  of  the  partnership,  by  entering,  with-  They  are  like  the  worst  <^  the  French  aid 

out  delay,  into  a  shop  of  ready-made  bank«  Italian  banditti,  who,  whenever  they  nhbeii 

ruptcy  and  famine.    These  are  the  doitceun,  were  sure  to  murder, 
by  which  we  are  invited  to  regicide  fraternity        Are  they  not  the  very  same  fuffiansjthiem, 

and  friendship.    But  still  our  author  considers  assasMns,  and  vegicid^  that  they  were  bm 

the  confession  as  a  proof,  that  "•  truth  is  ma-  the  beginning?   Have   they   diversified  Ihs 

king  its  way  into  their  bosoms.''    No  1  it  is  scene  by  the  least  variety,  or  produced  As 

not  making  its  way  into  their  bosoms.    It  has  face  of  a  single  new  villany.    Todd  hmm 

(breed  its  way  into  their  mouths!    The  evil  quotidianarumformarwn.    Oh!  batlshaUbe 

•pirit,  by  which  they  are  possessed,  though  answered,  it  is  now  quite  anothM'  thing  i^ 

essentially  a  liar,  is  forced,  by  the  tortures  They  are  all  changed  : — ^Tou  have  not  sea 

of  conscience,  to  confess  the  truth ;  to  confess  th«B  in  their  state  dresses  : — Tbb  malm  aa 

enough  for  their  condemnation,  but  not  for  amazing  difference  ;— The  new  habit  of  tht 

their  amendment.     Shakspeare   very  aptly  directory  is  so  charmingly  fitncied,  that  it  ii 

expresses  this  kind  of  confession,  devoid  of  impossible  not  to  fall  in  love  with  so  wdl 
repentance,  from  the  mouth  of  an  usuiper, 
murderer,  and  a  regicide— 


a 


***  We  are  ourselves  compelled. 


Even  to  the  teeth  and  forehead  of  oar  fitnlta 
To  give  in  evidence." 


dressed  a  constitution: — The  ootkam  of  dis 
aans-culotte  constitution  of  1793  was  alao' 
lutely  insufferable.  The  committee  fiv  (b- 
reign  affairs  were  such  slovens^  and  ^vtk  m 
aboininaUy,  that  no  Mumxklin  ambassador^ 
of  the  smallest  degree  of  delicacy  of  aerves 
could  come  within  ten  yards  of  them ;  Iwt 


YIThence  is  their  amendment?  Why,  the 

author  writes,  that  on  their  murderous  insur-  now  they  are  so  powdered  and  perfumed,  aad 

rectuHiary   system   their  own  lives  are  not  ribbanded   and   sashed   and    plumed,   thaty 

sure  for  an  hour ;  nor  has  their  power  a  great-  though  they  are  grown  infinitely  more  iasoknl 

stability.     True.    They  are  convinced  of  in  their  fine  elothes,  even  than  they  were  in 


it;  and  accordingly  the  wretches  have  done 
all  they  can  to  preserve  their  lives  and  to 
secure  their  power;  but  not  one  step  have 
they  taken  to  amend  the  one,  or  to  inake  a 
more  just  use  of  the  other.  Their  wicked 
policy  has  obliged  them  to  make  a  pause  in 


their  rags  (and  that  was  enough,)  as  they  now 
appear,  there  is  something  in  it  more  graad 
and  noble,  something  more  suitable  to  an 
awful  Roman  senate,  receiving  the  homage  of 
dependent  tetrarchs.  Like  tluit  senate  ^ir 
perpetual  model  for  conduct   towards   other 


the  only  massacres  in  which  their  treachery  nations)   they  permit  their  vassals  (duriag 

and  cruelty  had  operated  as  a  kind  of  savage  their  good  pleasure)  to  assume  the  name  of 

justice,  that  is,  the  massacre  of  the  accomplices  kings,  in  order  to  bestow  more  dignity  on  the 

of  their  crimes :    They  have  ceased  to  shed  suite  and  retinue  of  the  sovereign  republic  bf 

the  inhuman  blood  of  their  fellow  murderers ;  the  nominal  rank  of  their  slaves — Ut  hibwl 

but  when  they  take  any  of  those  persons  who  watrumenta  servUutis  et  rtges.    All  this  is  very 

contend  for  their  lawful  government,  their  pro-  fine,  undoubtedly  ;  and  ambassadors,  whose 

perty ,  and  their  religion,  notwithstanding  the  hands  are  almost  out  for  want  of  employnieat, 

truth,  which  this  author  says  is  making  its  may  long  to  have  their  part  in  this  augiBt 

way  into  their  bosoms,  it  has  not  taught  them  ceremony  of  the  republic  one  and  indivisible, 

the  least  tincture  of  mercy.    This  we  plainly  But,  with  great  deference  to  the  new  dipto- 

see  by  their  massacre  at  Ciuiber<ni,  where  they  matic  taste,  we  old  people  must  retain  soaM 

put  to  death,  with  every  speoies  of  contumely,  square-toed  predilection  for  the  &ahioaB  of 

and  without  any  exception,  every  prisoner  of  our  youth.    I  am  afraid  you  will  find  oMi  b^ 

war,  who  did  not  escape  out  of  their  hands.  To  lord,  again  falling  into  my  usual  vanilyi  Vk 

have  had  propertjr,  to  have  been  robbed  of  it,  valuing  myself  on  the  eminent  men  whow 

tod  to  endeavour  to  regain  it— these  are  crimes  society  I  once  enjoyed.    I  rememlMr}  itk  % 
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SS^^Mka  I  ODce  had  with  my  ever  dear  that  tliese  Queiug,  for  no  other  meon,  than 

^N  Garridc,  who  was  the  first  of  actors  I  can  divine,  except  their   red   and  white 

^^      ^^mw  he  was  the  most  acute  observer  of  deaths,  form,  at  last,  a  stale,  with  which  we 

^*       ^^^  lever  knew,  I  asked  him,  how  it  hap-  may  cultivate  amity,  and  have  a  prospect  of 

K:        ^CDed,  that,  whenever  a  senate  appeared  on  theblessings  of  a  secure  and  permanent  peace, 

r          QlestBfe,  Uie  audience  seemed  always  dis>  tn  effect,  then,  it  was  not  with  the  men,  or 

I         ^oted  to  laughter?  He  said  the  reason  was  their  principles, or  their  politics,  that  we  quar- 

Pkin ;  the  audience  was  well  acquainted  with  relied.    Our  solo  dislike  was  to  the  cut  of 

tbe&ces  of  most  (^  the  senators.    They  knew,  their  cloaths. 

that  th^  were  no  other  than  candle  tmufiers,  But  to  pass  over  their  dresses--Good  God ! 
tVToIntioDarysceneshifters,  second  and   third  in  what  habits  did   the  representatives  of  the 
«M>b|  prompters,  clerks,  executioners  who  stand  crowned  heads  of  Europe  appear,  when  they 
with  Uieir  axe  on  their  shoulders  by  the  wheel,  came  to  swell  the  pomp  of  their  humiliatiooi 
{rinners  in  the  pantomine,  murderers  in  tra-  and  attended  in  solemn  function  this  inaugura- 
gedies,  who  make  ugly  faces  under  black  wigs  ;  tion  of  regicide  ?    That  would  be  the  curiosi* 
in  short,  the  very  scum  and  refuse  of  the  the-  ty.    Under  what  robes  did  they  cover  the  di^ 
aire :  and  it  was  of  course,  that  the  contrast  grace  and  degradation  of  the  whole  odlege  off 
of  the  vileness  of  the  actors  with  the  pomp  kings  ?  What  warehouses  of  masks  and  domi- 
of  tfieir  habits  naturally  excited  ideas  of  con-  nos  furnished  a  cover  to  the  nakedness  of  their 
lempt  and  ridicule.  shame  ?  The  shop  ought  to  be  known ;  it  will 
So  it  was  at  Paris  on  the  inaugural  day  of  soon  have  a  good  trade.    Were  the  dresses 
die  constitution  for  the   present  year.    The  of  the  ministers  of  those  lately  called  poten- 
iireign  ministers  were  ordered  to  attend  at  tates,  who  attended  on  that  occasion,  takenfirom 
diis  investiture  of  the  directory ; — (or  so  they  the  wardrobe  of  that  property  man  at  the  op- 
call  the  managers  of  their  burlesque  govern-  era,  from  whence  my  old  acquaintance  jinaeft- 
uent.      The  diplomacy,  who  were  a  sort  of  orsts  C^ooto,  some  years  ago,  equipped  a  body 
strangers,  were  quite  awe  struck  with  the  of  ambassadors,  whom  he  conducted,  as  from 
**  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance"  of  this  ma-  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  to  the  bar  of 
jeatic  senate  ;  whilst  the  sans-cuUotte  gallery  what  was  called  the  Constituent  Assembly  ? 
mstantly  recognized  their  old  insurrectionary  Among  those  mock  ministers,  one  of  the  most 
acquaintance,  burst  out  into  a  horse  langh  at  conspicuous  figures  was  the  representative  of 
their  absurd  finery,  and  held  them  in  infinitely  the  British  nation,  who  unluckily  was  want- 
greater  contempt,  than  whilst  they  prowled  ing  at  the  late  ceremony,    tn  the  face  of  all 
about  the  streets  in  the  pantaloons  of  the  last  the  real    ambassadors  of  the   sovereigns   of 
year's  constitution,  when  their  legislators  ap-  Europe  was  this  ludicrous  representation  of 
peared  honestly,  with  their  daggers  in  their  their  several  subjects,  under  the  nameof  cp- 
behs,  and  their  pistols  peeping  out  of  their  pressed aovereignsj*  exhibited  to  the  assembly ; 
side  pocket  holes,  like  a  bold  brave  banditti,  that  assembly  received  an  harangue,  in  the 
as  they  are.    The  Parisians  (and  I  am  much  name  of  those  sovereigns,  against  their  kings, 
of  their  mind)  think  that  a  thief,  with  a  crape  delivered  by  this  Cloots,  actually  a  subject  of 
onhis  visage,  is  much  worse  than  a  bare-faced  Prussia,  under  the  name  of  Ambassador  of 
knave ;  and  that  such  robbers  richly  deserve  the  Human  Race.    At  that  time  there  was 
aQ  the  penalties  of  all  the  black  acts.     In  this  only  a  feeble  reclamation  from  one  of  the  am- 
their  thin  disgube,  their  comrades  of  the  late  bassadors  of  these  tyrants  and  oppressors.    A 
abdicated  sovereign  Canaille  hooted  and  his-  most  gracious  answer  was  given  to  the  rai- 
sed them;  and  from  that  day  have  no  other  nisters  of  the  oppressed  sovereigns:  and  they 
name  for  them,  than  what  is  not  quite  so  easy  went  so  far  on  that  occasion  as  to  assign  them, 
to  render  into  English,  impossible  to  make  it  in  that  assumed  character,  a  box  at  one  of 
very  civil  English :  it  belongs  indeed  to  the  their  festivals. 

language  of  the  Holies  ;  but  without  being  I  was  willing  to  indulge  m3rself  in  an  hope, 

instracied  in  that  dialect,  it  was  the  opinion  that  this  second  appearance  of  ambassadors 

of  the  polite  Lord  Chesterfield,  that  no  man  was  only  an  insolent  mummery  of  the  same 

could  be  a  complete  master  of  French.    Their  kind  ;  but  alas  !  Anacharsis  himself,  all  fana- 

Plarisian  brethren  called  them  gueux  fium&ea,  tic  as  he  was,  could  not  have  imagined,  that 

whidi,  though  nut  elegant,  is  expressive  and  his  opera  procession  should  have  been   the 

diaracterirtic  :-  «  feaihered  /fourMs,^^  I  ^  gouvereins  Opprimees^Sf^e  the  whole  pro- 

thmk  comes  the  nearest  to  it  m  that  kmd  ceeding  in  the  process  verbal  of  the  National 

of  English.    Hot  we  are  now  to  understand.  Assembly, 
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k  Jhk  (te  FmOx  re^nfaiiir  ku  CiikMred, 
fhejr  aKrtjv  afleef  to  do,  aaei  bsvc 

I  soeeen,  tSe  exunie  of  the  aacKflC 

wborfMMfk  aH  2>o»rsnwBeaBi  bv  &»- 
_  lo  ifae  efMBpbinci  of  fheir  «al|ects,  and 
aier  broaghi  the  Jringa  rtii  wii  fm  fo  ao- 
«C  their  har.  At  thb  bflteemnBTthe 
had  DOC  CkxiUfcr  their  CoOereL 
thai  CWms  had  not  had  a  leficfc 
&«■  dbe  piifcripe  tii  he  had  iiiidi  n  <t  hit 
liwh!  Bat  dbat  eogioe  M  befcre  theeartaia 
hidAlea  i^poo  all  the  diipntj  of  the  earth. 

Oi  thti  their  gandr  day  the  new  regicide 
dareelwy  seat  for  their  dq»lomatie  raUle,  as 
■M  as  uieBMelvea  ia  principle,  bat  nfioitelj 
WWM  ia  degradati  ,n.  Thej  caHed  diein  out 
bj  a  aort  of  roll  of  their  nations,  one  after 
another,  moA  in  the  manner  in  which  thej 
eaBed  wmdiea  out  of  their  prison  to  the  i;uil- 
lotine.  When  these  amhaiwaiVjfs  of  infiimf 
appeared  helbre  them,  the  chief  director,  in 
the  name  of  the  rest,  treated  each  of  them  with 
a  short,  affected,  pedantic,  insoleni,  dieatric 
taeoaimn ;  a  sort  of  epigram  of  contempt 
When  they  had  thus  insulted  them  in  a  stjie 
and  kngnaf  e,  whidi  oerer  belbre  was  beaird, 
and  which  no  sorereign  wouid  for  a  moment 
endtire  from  another,  supposing  any  of  them 
frantic  enough  to  use  it,  to  finish  their  outrage 
dieydnnnmed  and  trumpeted  die  wretches  out 
of  their  hall  of  audience. 

Among  the  objects  of  this  insolent  buffoon- 
ery was  a  person  supposed  to  represent  the 
king  of  Prussia.  To  this  worthy  representa- 
ttre  they  did  not  so  much  as  condescend  to 
mention  his  master ;  they  did  not  seem  to 
know,  that  he  had  one ;  they  addressed  them- 
whrei  eolely  to  Prussia  in  the  abstract,  not- 
withstanding the  infinite  obligation  they  owed 
to  their  early  protector  for  their  first  recogni- 
tion and  alliance,  and  for  the  part  of  his  terri- 
tory he  gave  mto  their  hands  for  the  first-fiiiits 
oThis  homage.  None  but  dead  monarchs  are 
to  much  as  mentioned  by  them,  and  those  only 
to  insult  the  liring  by  an  invidious  comparison. 
They  told  the  Prussians  they  ought  to  learn, 
after  the  example  of  Frederick  the  Great,  a 
k>re  of  France.  What  a  pity  it  ia,  that  he, 
who  k)ved  France  so  well  as  to  chastise  it,  was 
not  now  alire,  by  an  unsparing  use  of  the  rod 
(wbieh  indeed  be  wouki  have  spared  little,)  to 
|ifa  them  another  instance  of  his  paternal  af- 
Mlioo.    But  the  directory  were  nistaken. 


hif  Uk*  ^Ks^  the  GffW 


biKUe  the  whole 


netr, 

of  the 

He  WW 
ofAotriabsft 
wj  .  ■  g  wiih  Ae  bbsi 
danehter  of  3Iaria 
half  dead,  ia  a  don*  cart,  lo  a  < 
and  this  tme-bom 
liiT,  this  renegado  from  the  fcidi,  ai 
aB  boDoor  and  tH  haraamtr,  drove aai 
coach  over  the  stones  which  were 
with  her  blood;— with  thathbod,  wbii 
ped  every  step  throogh  her  tuuhvel 
way  Ae  was  drawn  from  the  horrid  pi 
whUrh  thev  had  finished  afl  the  am 
horrours,  not  executed  in  the  &oe  oft 
The  Hungariam  subjects  of  Biaria  1 
when  they  drew  their  swordS  to  del 
rights  against  France,  called  her,  w 
rectness  of  truth,  though  not  with  tl 
correctness,  perhaps,  of  grammar,  I 
MonamoT  pro  Regt  nostn  inoria  m» 
She  lived  and  died  a  king,  and  ods 
have  subjects  ready  to  make  the  saB 
when,  in  either  sex,  they  show  the 
real  kings. 

When  the  directory  came  to  this  m 
iop,  they  bestowed  a  comfdiment  ea  I 
triccdation  into  ffuir  philosoj^y ;  bat  i 
master,  they  made  to  him,  as  was  reai 
a  reprimand,  not  without  a  pardon, 
oblique  hint  at  the  whole  fiunily.  'Vl 
dignities  have  been  offered  throogh  ^ 
to  his  master,  and  how  well  borne,  } 
necessary,  that  I  should  dwell  on  at 
I  hope,  that  those,  who  yet  wear  royd 
rial,  and  ducal  crowns,  will  learn  to  feel 
and  as  kings ;  if  not,  I  predict  to  die 
will  not  long  exist  as  kings,  or  as  mea 
Grreat  Britain  was  not  there.  Al 
despair,  I  hope  she  will  never,  in  a 
and  coverduta  of  infamy,  be  seen  at 
exhibition.  The  hour  of  her  final  d 
tion  is  not  yet  come;  she  did  not 
Appear  in  the  regicide  presence,  to 
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I  mockeiy  of  those  bloody  buffoons,  present  this  kingdom.    Few  can  htre  to  Uttle 

the  merriment  of  their  pride,  were  imagination,  as  not  readily  to  conceive  the 

with  every  species  of  contumely,  nature  of  the  boxes  of  epigrammatic  lozengesi 

dignity  of  the  rest  of  Europe.    But  that  will  be  presented  to  them. 
;hough  not  personally  appearing  to        Bui,  htt  nugm  aeria  duewnt  in  maU.    The 

lart  in  this  monstrous  tragi-comedy,  conduct  of  the  regicide  faction  ia  perfectly 

far  from  being  forgotten.    The  new-  systematic  in  every  particular,  and  it  appears 

icides  found  a  representative  for  her.  absurd  only  as  it  is  strange  and  uncouth ;  not 

was  this  representative  ?   Without  as  it  has  an  application  to  the  ends  and  objects 

s  knowledge,  any  one  would  have  of  their  policy.    When  by  insult  after  insult 

thousand  guesses  before  he   could  they  have  rendered  the  character  of  sovereigns 

1.  tolerable  divination  of  their  ranco-  vile  in  the  eyes  of  their  subjects,  they  know 

ence.    They  chose  to  address  what  there  is  but  one  step  more  to  their  utter  de- 

to  say  concerning  this  nation  to  the  struction.    All  authority,  in  a  great  degree, 

TT  of  America.    They  did  not  apply  exists  in  opinion :  royal  authority  most  of  all. 

mbassador  for  a  mediation : — that,  The  supreme  majesty  of  a  monarch  cannot  be 

ould  have  indicated  a  want  of  every  allied  with  contempt.    Men  would  reason  not 

icency ;  but  it  would  have  indicated  unplausibly,  that  it  would  be   better  to  get 

\ore.     But,  in  this  their  American  rid  of  the  monarchy  at  once,  than  to  suffer 

3,  your  lordship  will  observe  they  that,  which  was  instituted,  and  well  instituted, 

t  much  as  pretend  to  hold  out  to  us  to  support  the  glory  of  the  nation,  to  become  the 

>r  through  any  mediator,  though  In  instrument  of  its  degradation  and  disgrace, 
[lumiliating  manner,  any  idea  what-         A  good  many  reflections  will  arise  in  your 

peace,  or  the  smallest  desire  of  lordship's  mind  upon  the  time  and  circum- 

tion.     To  the  States  of  America  stances  of  that  most  insulting  and  atrocious 

B  they  paid  no  compliment.     They  declaration  of  hostility  against  this  kingd(Hii. 

compliment  to  Washington  solely  ;  The  declaration  was  made  subsequent  to  the 

lat  ground  ?    This  most  respectable  noble  lord's   encomium  on  the  new  regicide 

nr  and    magistrate   might   deserve  constitution  ;  after  the  pamphlet  had  made 

ition  on  very  many  of  those  qualities,  something  more  than  advances  towards  a  re* 

y,  who  most  disapprove  some  part  conciliation  with  that  ungracious  race,  and  had 

leedings,  not  more  justly,  than  freely,  directly  disowned  all  those,  who  adhered  to 

to  him  ;  but  they  found  nothing  to  the  original  declaration  in  favour  of  monarchy. 

io  him,  "  but  the  haired  he  bore  to  It  was  even  subsequent  to  the  unfortunate  de- 

iUdn."    I  verily  believe,  that  in  the  claration  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  (which 

tory  of  our  European  wars,  there  this  pamphlet  but  too  truly  announced)  of  the 

B  such  a  compliment  paid  from  the  readiness  of  our  government  to  enter  into  coa- 

of  one  state   to  a  great  chief  of  nections  of  friendship  with  that  faction.   Here 

Not  one  ambassador  from  any  one  was  the  answer,  from  the  throne  of  regicide, 

lowers,  who  pretend  to  live  in  amity  to  the  speech  from  the  throne  of  Great  Bri- 

cingdom,  tocJc  the  least  notice  of  that  tain.    They  go  out  of  their  way  to  compliment 

f  declaration ;  nor  will  Great  Britain,  General  Washington  on  the  supposed  rancour 

known  with  certainly  to  be  true  to  of  his  heart  towards  this  country.    Itjs  very 

ignity,  find  any  one  disposed  to  feel  remarkable,  that  they  make  this  compliment 

dignities  that  are  offered  to  her.    To  of  malice  to  the  chief  of  the  United  States, 

•uUif  those  miserable  creatures  were  who  had  first  signed  a  treaty  of  peace,  amity 

under  the  insults,  that  were  offered  and  commerce  with  this  kingdom.    This  radi- 

!v«s.    They  pocketed  (heir  epigrams,  cal  hatred,  according  to  their  way  of  thinking, 

ladors  formerly  took  the  gold  boxes,  the  most  recent,  solemn  compacts  of  friendship 

Lture  pictures  set  in  diamonds,  pre-  cannot,  or  ought  not  to  remove.      In  this 

am  by  sovereigns,  at  whose  courts  malice  to  England,  as  in  the  one  great  com* 

••sided.    It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  by  prehensive  virtue,  all  other  merits  cf  this  illus- 

oat  they  faithfully  and  promptly  trans-  trious  person  are  entirely  merged.— For  my 

their  masters  the  honours  they  had  part,  I  do  not  believe  the  fact  to  be  so,  as  they 

I  can  easily  conceive  the  epigram,  represent  it.     Certainly  it  is   not  for  Mr. 

S  be  presented  to  Lord  Auckland  or  Washington's  honour  as  a  gentleman,  a  Chris- 

ka  of  Bedford,  as  hereafter,  accord-  tian,  or  a  president  of  the  United  States,  afler 
HiQutances,  they  may  happen  to  re-  ^  the  treaty  he  has  signed,  to  entertain  lOch 
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timenti.    I  have  a  moral  assamice,  that  th« 
representation  of  the  regicide  directory  is  ab» 
Boluteljr  false  and  groundless.    If  it  be,  h  is  a 
stronger  mark  of  their  audacity  and  insolence, 
and  still  a  stronger  proof  of  the  support  they 
mean  to  give  to  the  mischievous  faction  they 
are  known  to  nourish  there,  to  the  ruin  of 
those  states,  and  to  the  end,  that  no  British 
afleetions  should  ever  arise  in  that  important 
part  of  the  workl,  which  would  naturally  lead 
to  a  cordial,  hearty  British  alliance,  upon  the 
bottom  of  mutual  interest  and  antient  affection. 
It  shows,  in  what  part  it  is,  and  with  what  a 
weapon,  they  mean  a  deadly  blow  at  the  heart 
of  Great  Britain.    One  really  would  have  ex- 
pected, from  this  new  constitution  of  theirs, 
which  had  been  announced  as  a  great  reform, 
and  which  was  to  be,  more  than  any  of  their 
former  experimental  schemes,  alliable  wi^ 
other  nations,  that  they  woukl,  in  their  veiy 
first  public  act,  and  their  decIarati(Mi  to  the 
collected  representation  of  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, have  affected  some  degree  of  moderation, 
or,  at  least,  have  observed  a  guarded  silence 
with  regard  to  their  temper  and  their  views. 
No  such  thing ;  they  were  in  haste  to  declare 
the  principles,  which  are  spun  into  the  primi- 
tive staple  of  their  frame.    They  were  afraid, 
that  a  moment's  doubt  should  exist  about  them. 
In  their  very  in&ncy,  they  were  in  haste  to 
put  their  hand  on  their  infernal  altar,  and  to 
swear  the  same  imm(Htal  hatred  to  England, 
which  was  sworn  in  the  succession  of  all  the 
short-lived  constitutions  that  preceded  it.  With 
tfafim  every  thing  else  perishes,  almost  as  soon 
as  it  is  formed ;  this  hatred  alone  is  immortal. 
This  is  their  impure  vestal  fire,  that  never  is 
extinguished ;  and  never  will  it  be  extinguished 
whilst  the  system  of  regicide  exists  in  France. 
What !  are  we  not  to  believe  them  ?  Men  are 
too  apt  to  be  deceitful  enough  in  their  profe»> 
sions  of  fiiendship,  and  this  makes  a  wise  man 
walk  with  some  caution  through  life.     Such 
professions,  in  some  cases,  may  be  even  a 
ground  of  fiirther  distrust.     But  when  a  man 
declares  himself  your  unalterable  enemy !  No 
man  ever  declared  to  another  a  rancour  towards 
h^  which  he  did  not  feel.    JF\xl80s  in  amon 
odia  wm  ftngere^  said  an  author,  who  points 
his  observations  so  as  to  make  them  remem- 
bered. 

Observe,  my  lord,  that,  from  their  invasion 
oTFlanders  and  Holland  to  this  hour,  they  have 
never  made  the  smallest  signification  of  a  de* 
sire  of  peace  with  this  kingdom,  with  Austria, 
or,  indeed,  with  any  other  power,  that  I  know 
of.  As  superiours,  they  expect  others  to  be- 
gin.   We  have  complied,  as  yon  may  see. 
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The  hostile  insoleooe  with  which  tbeygM, 
such  a  rebuff  to  our  first  overture  in  die  ifMl 
fixxn  the  thnMie,  did  not  hinder  us  fiom  mrinll 
fi-om  the  same  throne,  a  second  adviDce.  Hi 
two  houses,  a  second  time  coincided  k  m 
same  sentiments  with  a  degree  of  i{ftf^ 
unanimity,  (for  there  was  no  disseslieiAitlll 
but  yours)  with  which,  when  thej  reflect  «i| 
they  will  be  as  moch  ashamed,  as  I  an.  n 
this  our  new  humiliating  overture  (m^A 
whatever  hazard,  I  must  call  it)  what  dU^ 
regicide  directory  answer?  Not  one  ^/m 
word  of  a  readiness  to  treat.    No,  Arf  M 
their  proud  situation  too  well.    They  HiV 
declared,  whether  they  would  grant  pe«1l  ff^ 
you  or  not.    They  only  signifi^  to  yoo  w  * 
pleasure,  as  to  the  terms  on  whidi  i^  ^ 
would,  in  any  case,  admit  you  to  it.  T# 
showed  your  general  disposition  to  peaGe,M^ 
to  forward  it,  you  lefl  every  thing  opes  ^ 
negociations.    As  to  any  terms  yoo  cii  ^ 
sibly  obtain,  they  shut  out  all  negociitioi  i 
the   very  commencement.      They  declvii 
that  they  qever  would  make  a  peace  by  iriodl 
any  thing  that  ever  belonged  to  France  ^Doik 
be  ceded.    We  would  not  treat  with  the  b»> 
narchy,  weakened  as  it  must  obviouily  be  il 
any  circuipstance  of  restoration,  witboot  i  |*t 
reservation  of  something  for  indemni^  Md 
security,  and  that  too  in  words  of  the  hrgert 
comprehension.    You  treat  with  the  re^eUa 
without  any  reservation  at  all.    On  dieir  put, 
they  assure  you  fcNinally  and  publicly,  ditf 
they  will  give  you  nothing  in  the  naaie  of 
indemnity  <x  security,  or  for  ai^  other  pv 
pose. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  pause  here  for  a  no 
ment,  and  to  consider  the  manner  in  ivhiA 
such  declarations  would  have  been  takee  I9 
your  ancestors  {torn  a  m<Miarch  distingnishid 
for  his  arrogance  ;  an  arrogance,  whi(^,  erfli 
more  than  his  ambition,  incensed  and  coabi> 
ned  all  Europe  against  him.  Whatever  Ul 
inward  intentions  may  have  been,  did  Lcsil 
Xiy.  ever  make  a  declaration,  that  thetist 
bounds  of  France  were  the  ocean,  the  Mefr 
terranean,  and  the  Rhine  ?  In  any  overtsfl 
for  peace,  did  he  ever  declare,  that  he  wooUl 
make  no  sacrifices  to  prcwnote  it  ?  His  deda* 
rations  were  always  directly  to  the  contwy} 
and  at  the  peace  of  Ryswick  his  actions  were 
to  the  contrary.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
almost  in  every  instance  victorious,  all  Enrope 
was  astonished,  even  those  who  received  theia 
were  astonished,  at  his  concessicns.  Let 
those  who  have  a  mind  to  see  how  little,  is 
comparision,  the  most  powerfuf^and  an^ttioa* 
of  all  mooarchs  is  to  be  dreadedi  eoHnft  fts 
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0,  critical  obtenratioofl  on  the 
fiat  reign,  inserted  in  the  mili- 
of  the  marquis  de  Montalambert. 
10  wish  to  know  what  is  to  be 
an  ambitious  republic,  consult  no 
ilitary  critic,  no  historical  critic, 
n  their  own  eyes,  which  degene- 
llanimity  have  shut  from  the  light 
;m,  and  let  them  not  vainly  seek 
in  a  voluntary  ignorance  of  their 

i  us  towards  this  peace — an  at- 
lich  our  author  has,  I  do  not 
r  to  call  it,  the  good  or  ill  fortune 
whatever  is  most  seditious,  ftc- 
isonable  in  this  country,  we  are 
dealers  in  speculation,  but  not  so 
the  author  himself,  (too  great 
affirmation  not  being  his  fault) — 
old,  that  the  French  have  lately 
:y  pretty  sort  of  constitution,  and 
lies  the  British  constitution,  as  if 
.  twinned  together  in  the  womb — 
aUere  hospites  difcrinun  obscurum, 
but  I  confess  I  am  not  yet  made 
the  noble  author.  He  finds  the 
ccellent ;  but  the  disposition  very 
eed.  Contrary  to  what  we  might 
IS — ^themeatis  good,  the  cookery 
I  agree  with  him  fully  in  the 
were  forced  to  allow  the  first, 
think  with  our  old  coarse  bye- 
le  same  power,  which  furnished 
er  restcrateurs,  send  also  their 
s.  I  have  a  great  opinion  of 
le,  and  of  all  his  productions ;  I 
I  having  been  one  of  the  com- 
Tning  one  of  their  annual  con- 
nean  the  admirable  constitution 

*  having  been  a  chamber  council 
i  admirable  constitution  of  1791. 
.triot  has  his  eyes  still  directed  to 
ve  country,  notwithstanding  her 
>  so  kind  «  benefactor.  This 
gland,  and  lawgiver  to  Prance, 
ecret  probably,  trying  his  hand 
viting  us  to  him  by  making  his 
jch,  as  may  give  his  disciples  in 
)  plausible  pretext  for  going  into 
:  he  has  opened.  We  have  dis- 
sms,  that  all,  which  the  boasted 

*  ancestors  has  laboured  to  bring 
for  six  or  seven  centuries,  is 
igether,  matched  in  six  or  seven 
Bisure  hours  and  sober  intervals 
omas  Paine. 

I  the  treacherous  tapster  Thomas, 
w  angel  two  doors  from  us, 


As  fine  as  daubers*  hands  can  make  it, 
In  hopes  that  strangers  may  mistake  it ! 
We  think  it  both  a  shame  and  sin 
To  quit  the  good  old  angel  inn.'* 

Indeed,  in  this  good  old  house,  where  every 
thing,  at  least,  is  well  aired,  I  sliaU  l>e  con- 
tent to  put  up  my  fatigued  horses,  and  liere 
take  a  bed  for  the  long  night  that  liegins  to 
darken  upon  me.  Had  I,  however,  the  ho- 
nour (I  must  now  call  it  so)  of  heing  a  mem- 
ber of  any  of  the  constitutional  clubs,  I  should 
think  I  had  carried  my  point  most  completely. 
It  is  clear,  by  the  applauses  bestowed  on  what 
the  author  caJls  this  uew  constitution,  a  mixed 
oligarchy,  that  the  diflference  between  the 
clubbists  and  the  old  adherents  to  the  monar> 
chy  of  this  country  is  hardly  worth  a  scuffle. 
Let  it  depart  in  peace,  and  light  lie  the  earth 
on  the  British  constitution!  By  this  easy 
manner  of  treating  the  most  difficult  oTall  sul^ 
jects,  the  constitution  for  a  great  kingdom, 
and  by  letting  loose  an  opinion,  that  they  may 
be  made  by  any  adventurers  in  speculation  in 
a  small  given  time,  and  for  any  country,  all 
the  ties,  which  whether  of  reason  or  preju- 
dice, attach  mankind  to  their  old,  habitiud, 
domestic,  governments,  are  not  a  little  loo- 
sened: all  communion,  which  the  similarity 
of  the  basis  has  produced  between  all  the  go- 
vernments that  compose  what  we  call  the 
christian  world  and  the  republic  of  Europe, 
would  be  dissolved.  By  these  hazarded  spe- 
culations France  is  more  approximated  to  as 
in  constitution  than  in  situation,  and  in  pro- 
portion as  we  recede  from  the  antient  system 
of  Europe,  we  approach  to  that  connection, 
which  alone  can  remain  to  us,  a  close  alli- 
ance with  the  new  discovered  moral  and  po- 
litical world  in  France. 

These  theories  would  be  of  little  impor- 
tance, if  we  did  not  only  know,  but  sorely 
feel,  that  there  is  a  strong  jacobin  faction  in 
this  country,  which  has  long  employed  itself 
in  speculating  upon  constitutions,  and  to 
whom  the  circumstance  of  their  government 
being  home-bred  and  presciptive,  seems  no 
sort  of  recommendation.  "What  seemed  to 
us  to  be  the  best  system  of  liber^  thata  na- 
tion ever  enjoyed,  to  them  seems  the  yokeef 
an  intolerable  shivery.  This  specuhUive  Ams 
tion  bad  long  been  at  work.  The  French 
revolution  did  not  cause  it;  it  only  disco- 
vered it,  increased  it,  and  gave  fresh  vigour  to 
its  operations.  I  have  reason  to  be  perraadedi 
that  it  was  in  this  country,  and  from  English 
writers  and  English  cabajlers,  that  France 
herself  was  instituted  in  this  revolutionary 
fury.     The  communion  of  these  two  ftctioiui 
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apoB  anjr  prvtemled  basis  of  similaiitj  is  a    bargain,  if  aoj  tiaw  was  feat:  diej  tbereftn 
matter  of  Terj  serious  ooasideradoo.    Thef     look  one  of  then' siiart 


arealwajTseoosideringtbe  Ibrmal  dislributioiis     and  massacred  hnn  io  a  msmwr  so  iwiirliflw 
of  power  in  a  constitution :  the  moral  basis     and  cmel,  as  would  shock  aD 


tbej  consider  as  nothing.  Very  different  ia  my     stroke  was  not  struck  by  the  proscat  rakn  m 
opinion :  I  consider  the  moral  basis  as  every     one  of  their  own  associates.    Bat  this  hMad 


thing  ;  lhe(brmal  arrangements,  further  thanas  of  infideli^  and  murder  is  to  eiiHale  al  da 

they  promote  the  moral  principles  of  gorem-  rest,  and  to  qualify  them  for  die  aauty  <£m 

ment,  and  the  keeping  desperatdy  wicked  humane  and  rirtuous  sofvereign  and  ariEzed 

persons  as  the  subjects  of  laws  and  not  the  people.    I  have  heard  that  a  Tartar  beiief% 

makers  of  them,  to  be  of  little  importance,  when  he  has  killed  a  man,  that  all  his  oti* 

What  signifies  the  cutting  and  shuffling  of  maUe  qualities  pass  with  his  dotbes  and  ansi 

cards,  while  the  pack  still  remains  the  same?  to  the  murderer:  But  I  have  never  heanl,diit 

As  a  basis  for  such  a  connection,  as  has  sub-  it  was  the  opinion  of  any  savage  ScjtluaB, 

sisted  between  the  powers  of  Europe,  we  had  that  if  be  kills  a  brother  villain,  he  is,  i|M 

nothing  to  fear,  but  from  the  lapses  aund  frailties  iacto,  absolved  of  all  his  own  oHeaoea    Tb 

of  men,  and  that  was  enough ;  but  this  new  Tartarian  doctrine  is  the  most  tenaUe  ofMUOs. 

pretended  republic  has  given  us  more  to  ap-  The  murderers  of  Robespierre,  besides  irint 

prebend  from   what  they  call  their  virtues,  they  are  entitled  to  by  being  engaged  hi  Iki 

than  we  had  to  dread  from  the  vices  of  other  same  tontine  of  infamy,  are  hlB  represeatitivB% 

men.     Avowedly   and   systematically    they  have  inh«ited  all  his  murderous  qualities,  ii 

have  given  the  upper  hand  to  all  the  vicious  addition  to  their  own  private  stock.    Bat  it 

and  diegenerate  part  of  human  nature.    It  is  seems,  we  are  always  to  be  of  a  party  witk 

from  their  lapses  and  deviatimis  from  their  the  last  and  victorious  assassins.    I  conlesB,  I 

principle,  that  alone  we  have  any  thing  to  am  of  a  different  mind ;  and  am  rather  indb> 

hope.  ed,  of  the  two,  to  think  and  speak  less  huij 

I   hear  another  inducement  to  fraternity  of  a  dead  ruffian,  than  to  associate  with  the 

with  the  present  rulers.    They  have  murdered  living.    I  could  better  bear  the  stench  of  the 

one  Robespierre.    This  Robespierre  they  tell  gibbeted  murderer,  than  the  society  of  the 

us  was  a  cruel  tyrant,  and  now  that  he  is  put  out  bloody  felons  vAm  yet  annoy  the  workL  Whflit 

of  the  iiray,  all  will  go  well  in  France.    Astraea  they  wait  the  recompense  due  to  their  antient 

win  again  return  to  that  earth  from  which  she  crimes,  they  merit  new  punidiment  by  the  new 

has  been  an  emigrant,  and  all  nations  will  <^eoce8  they  commit.    There  is  a  period  to 

resort  to  her  golden  scales.    Tt  b  very  extra-  the  offences  of  Robespierre.    They  survive  ia 

ordinary,  that  the  very  instant  the  mode  of  his  assassins.    Better  a  living  dog,  says  the 

Paris  is  known  here,  it  becomes  all  the  fashion  old  proverb,  than  a  dead  lion ;  not  so  here. 

in  London.    This  is  their  jargon.    It  is  the  Murderers  and  hogs  never  look  well  tffi  thejr 

old  bon  ton  of  robbers,  who  cast  their  common  are  hanged.    From  villany  no  good  can  arise, 

crimes  on  the  wickedness  of  their  departed  but  in  the  example  of  its  fate.    So  I  leave 

associates.     I  care  little  about  the  memory  them  their  dead  Robespierre,  either  to  gibbet 

of  this  same  Robespierre.    I  am  sure  he  was  his  memory,  or  to  deify  him  in  their  paatheoB 

an  execrable  villain.    I  rejoiced  at  his  punish-  with  their  Marat  and  their  Mirabeau. 

ment  neither  more  nor  less,  than  I  should  at  It  is  asserted,  that  this  government  pronisN 

the  execution  of  the  present  directory,  or  any  stability ;  God  of  1^  mercy  forbid !    If  it 

of  its  members.    But  who  gave  Robespierre  should,  nothing  upon  earth  besides  itsetf  can 

tho  power  of  being  a  tyrant?  and  who  were  be  stable.     We  declare  this  stability  to  be 

the  instruments  of  his  tyranny  ?     The  present  the  ground  'of  our  making  peace  with  thefln< 

virtuous   constitution-mongers.      He  was  a  Assuming  it,  therefore,  that  the  men  and  tiw 

tj^ant,  they  were  his  satellites  and  his  hang-  system  are  what  I  have  described,  and  that 

men.    Their  sole  merit  is  in  the  murder  of  they  have  a  determined  hostility  again^  thii 

their  colleague.     They  have  expiated  their  country,  an  hostility  not  only  of  policy  but  of 

other  murders  by  a  new  murder.     It  has  predilection  ;  then  I  think  that  every  ratiootl 

always  been  the  case  among  this  banditti,  being  would  go  along  with  me  in  considering 

They  have  always  had  the  knife  at  each  others'  its  permanence  as  the  greatest  of  all  possftie 

throats,  afler   they  had  almost  blunted  it  at  evils.    If,  therefore,  we  are  to  look  for  peaee 

the  throats   of  every  honest  man.     These  with  such  a  thing  in  any  of  its  moostroni 

peoplo  thought,  that,  in  the  commerce  of  shapes,  which  I  deprecate,  it  must  be  in  dai 

murder,  he  was  like  to  have  the  better  of  the  state  of  disorder,  oonfbsioo,  diaeoiKd,  aaif^i 
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inRRTeetkNi,  auck  ai  nif^t  obUg«  the  aider  th«  itato  of  France,  eiaoe  their  rafo- 
mducj  mlera  to  forbear  their  attempta  oa  lution,  as  a  atate  of  anarchy ;  it  ur  aomethiog 
Mi||hboiiriiig  statea,  or  to  render  theae  at-  far  worse.  Anarchy  it  ia,  undoubtedly,  if 
1aaif»ts  leaa  operative,  if  they  should  kindle  new  compared  with  government  purauing  the  peace, 
wars.  When  was  it  heard  before,  that  tlie  order,  morahi  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 
fateraal  repose  of  a  determined  and  wicked  But  regarding  only  the  power,  that  has  really 
aaemy,  and  the  strength  of  his  government,  guided  from  die  day  of  the  revolution  to  this 
kacame  the  wish  of  his  neighbour,  and  a  se-  time,  it  has  been  of  all  governments  the  moat 
cnrity  against  either  hia  malice  or  hia  arabi-  absolute,  deapotic,  and  effective,  that  haa 
lion?  The  direct  contrary  haa  always  been  hitherto  appeared  on  earth.  Never  were  the 
iifenred  from  that  state  of  things ;  accordingly,  views  and  politics  of  any  government  pursued 
It  haa  ever  been  the  policy  of  those,  who  with  half  the  regularity,  system,  and  method, 
vookl  preserve  themaelvea  against  the  enters  that  a  diligent  observer  must  have  contem- 
prixea  of  such  a  malignant  and  mischievous  plated  with  amazement  and  terrour  in  theirs« 
poarer,  to  cut  out  so  much  work  for  him  in  Their  state  is  not  an  anarchy,  but  a  series  of 
Ua  own  atates,  as  might  keep  hia  dangeroua  ahort-Uved  tyranniea.  We  do  not  call  a  re- 
activity employed  at  home.  public  with  annual  magistrates  an  anarchy ; 
It  is  aaid  in  vindication  of  thia  aystem,  theirs  is  that  kind  of  republic ;  but  the  suo- 
whioii  demands  the  stability  of  the  regicide  cession  is  not  effected  by  the  expirati<m  of  the 
power  as  a  ground  for  peace  with  them,  that  torm  of  the  magistrate'a  aervice,  but  by  hia 
when  they  have  <4>tained,  as  now,  it  is  said  murder.  Every  new  magbtracy  succeeding 
(though  not  by  this  noble  author)  they  have,  by  homicide,  is  auspicated  by  accusing  ita 
a  permanent  government,  they  will  be  able  to  predecessors  in  the  office  of  tyranny,  and  it 
preserve  amity  with  ihis  kingdom,  and  with  continues  by  the  exercise  of  what  they  charg- 
•thera  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  in  their  ed  upon  others. 

taighbourhood.    Granted.    They  will  be  (Me  This  strong  hand  is  the  law,  and  the  sole 

lado  ao,  without  question;  but  are  they  wil-  law,  in  their  state.    I  defy  any  person  to 

ling  to  dio  ao  ?    Produce  the  act ;  produce  the  show  any  other  law,  or  if  any  such  should  be 

dadaration.    Have  they  made  any  single  step  found  on  paper,  that  it  is  in  the  smallest  de- 

towardait?   Have  they  ever  once  proposed  to  gree,  or  in  any   one  instance,  regarded  or 

tnat  f  practised.    In  all  their  successions,  not  one 

The  assurance  of  a  stable  peace,  grounded  magistrate,  or  one  form  of  magistracy,  haa 

•1  the  atability  of  their  system,  proceeds  on  expired  by  a  mere,  occasional,  popular  tomult : 

this  hypothesis,  that  their  hostility  to  other  every  thing  has  been  the  effect  of  the  studied 

Mtiooa  haa  proceeded  from  their  anarchy  at  machinations  of  the  one  revolutionary  cabal 

koaae,  and  from  the  prevalence  of  a  populace  operating   within  itself  upon    itself.      That 

vUch  their    government   bad  not   strength  cabal  is  all  in  all.    France  has  no  public ;  it 

aoogh  to  nsaster.    This  I  utterly  deny.    I  is  the  only  nation  I  ever  heard  of,  where  the 

fanat  upon  it  as  a  fact,  that  in  the  daring  com-  people  are  absolutely   slaves,  in   the  fullest 

•enoeraent  of  all  their  hostilities,  and  their  sense,  in  all  affairs  public  and  private,  great 

anonishing  perseverance  in  them,  so  as  never  and  small,  even  down   to  the   minutest  and 

«ce  in  any  fortune,  high  or  low,  to  propose  a  most  recondite  parts  of  their  household  con- 

trsaty.  of  peace  to  any  power  in  Europe,  they  cems.    The  helots  of  Laconia,  the  regardanta 

kave  never  been  actuated  by   the  people :  to  the  manor  in  Russia  and  in  Poland,  even 

m  the  contrary,  the  people,  I  will  not  aay  the  negroes  in  the  West  Indies  know  nothing 

kave  been  moved,  but  impelled  by  them,  and  of  so  searching,  so  penetrating,  ao  hearl- 

kave  generally  acted  imder   a   compulsion,  breaking   a    slavery.     Mudi    would    theae 

«r  mhkh  most  of  us  are,  as  yet,  thank  God,  servile  wretches  call  for  our  pity  under  that 

to  form  an  adequate  idea.     The  war  unheard-of  yoke,  if  for  their  perfidious  and 

Ausrtria  was  formally  declared  by  the  unnatural  rebellion,  and  for  their  murder  of  the 

Louis  XVI. ;  but  who   has  ever  mildest  of  all  monarchs,  they  did  not  richly 

Louis  XVI.,  since  the  revolution,  deserve  a  punishment  not  greater  than  their 

t»  hsvo  been  the  government  ?    The  second  mroe. 

Wgieide  assembly,  then  the  only  government.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  take  it  to  be  a 

the  author  of  that  war,  and  neither  the  great  mistake,  to  think,  that  the  wantof  power 

lal  king  nor  the  nominal  people  had  any  in  the  government  furnished  a  natural  cauae 

to  do  with  it  further  than  in  a  reluctant  of  war ;  whereas,  the  greatness  of  its  power, 

It  ia  to  debde  ouraelvea  to  con-  joined  to  ita  uae  of  that  power,  the  natore  oC 
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its  syttem,  tod  the  periODi  who  acted  in  H,  uiiif  cwBy  leeeired.  Hie  cdvUtutkB,  wludi 

did  naturally  call  for  a  strong  militarj  resist-  followed  it,  onder  the  name  of  a  oaarentm^ 

ance  to  oppose  them,  and  rendered  it  not  only  was  oniversally  Bwhinftf»ri  to.    Tlie  uiwiliM' 

just,  but  necessary.    But,  at  present,  I  say  tion  of  179S  was  unirenaDy  acoepled.   Ot« 

no  more  on  the  genius  and  character  of  the  luckily,  this  year's  constitotioa,  which  «li 

power  set  up  in  France.     I  may  probably  formed,  and  its  genethliaoon  Mog  by  the  ogUi 

trouble  you  with  it  more  at  large  hereafler:  author  while  it  was  yet  in  eaiiryo,  orw 

this  snfeject  calls  for  a  very  full  exposure ;  at  but  just  come  Uoody  from  die  wonb,  ii  thi 

present  it  is  enough  for  me,  ifl  point  it  out  as  only  one,  whicfa^in  its  very  formatiaB,  hssbeoi 

a  matter  well  worUiy  uf  consideration,  whether  generally  resisted  by  a  very  great  and  poew> 

the  true  ground  of  hostility  was  not  rightly  ful  party  in  many  parts  of  d^  kingdon,  «d 

conceived  rcry  early  in  this  war,  and  whether  partici^rly  in  the  capitaL     It  never  bd  t 

any  thing  has  happened  to  change  that  sy8ten^  popular  choice  even  in  show ;  those,  who  »• 

except  our  ill  success  in  a  war,  which,  in  no  bitrarily  erected  the  new  building  out  of  tlw 

principal  instance,  had  its  true  destination  as  okl  materials  of  their  own  convention,  were 

the  object  of  its  operations.    That  the  war  obliged  to  send  for  an  army  to  support  their 

has  succeeded  ill  in  many  cases,  is  undoubted ;  work :  like  brave  gladiators  th^  fought  it  OA 

but  then  let  us  speak  the  truth  and  say,  we  in  the  streets  of  Paris,  and  even  manaered 

are  defeated,  exhausted,  dispirited,  and  must  each  other  in  their  house  of  asseodtly  in  ths 

submit.      This  would  be  intelligible.     The  most  edifying  manner,  aiid  for  the  entertaah 

world  would  be  inclined  to  pardon  the  abject  ment  and  instruction  of  their  excellencies  tlw 

conduct  of  an  undone  naticm.    But  let  us  not  foreign  ambassadors,  who  had  a  box  ia  diii 

conceal   from  oursdves   our   real  situation,  constitutional  amphitheatre  of  a  free  people, 

whilst,  by  every  species  of  humiliation,  we  are  At  length,  after  a  terrible  struggle,  the  troopi 

but  too  strongly  displaying  our  sense  of  it  to  prevailed  over  the  citizens.    The  citizen  sri* 

the  enemy.  diers,  the  ever  famed  national  guards,  who  had 

The  writer  of  the  remarks  in  the  last  week  deposed  and  murdered  their  sovereign,  were 

of  October,  appears  to  think,  that  the  present  disarmed  by  the  inferiour  tnunpeters  of  tbat 

government  in  France  contains  many  of  the  rebellion.      Twenty  thousand  reguUr  troops 

elements,  which,  when  properly  arranged,  are  garrison  Paris.      Thus  a  comf^ete  miUtaiy 

known  to  form  the  best  practical  governments;  government  is  formed.     It  has  the  strength, 

and,  that  the  system,  whatever  may  become  and  it  may  count  on  the  stability,  of  that  kiad 

its  particular  form,  is  no  longer  likely  to  be  an  of  power.    This  power  is  to  lut,  as  long  as 

obstacle  to  negociation.    If  its  form  now  be  no  the   Parisians  think  proper.      Every  other 

obstacle  to  such  negociation,  I  do  not  know  groundof  stability,  but  from  military  force  and 

why  it  was  ever  so.    Suppose  that  this  go-  terrour,  is  clean  out  of  the  question.    To  se- 

vemment  promised  greater  permanency  than  cure  them  further,  they  have  a  strong  ooqMof 

any  of  the  former,  (a  point  on  which  I  can  irregulars,  ready  armed.     Thousands  of  those 

form  no  judgment)  still  a  link  is  wanting  to  hell-hounds,  called  terrourists,  whom  they  had 

couple  the  permanence  of  the  government  with  shut  up  in  prison  on  their  last  rev<4ulioo,  as 

the  permanence  of  the  peace.    On  this  not  the  satellites  of  tyranny,  are  let  loose  oo  the 

one  word  is  said :  nor  can  there  be,  in  my  opi-  people.    The  whole  of  their  government,  io 

nion.   This  deficiency  is  made  up  by  strength-  its  origination,  in  its  continuance,  in  all  ijs  ao- 

miing  the  first  ringlet  of  the  chain  that  ought  tions,  and  in  all  its  resources,  is  force ;  and 

to  be,  but  that  is  not,  stretched  to  connect  the  nothing  but  force.    A  forced  constitution,  a 

two  propositions.    All  seems  to  be  done,  if  forced  election,  a  forced  subsistence,  a  forced 

we  cajn  make  out,  that  the  last  French  edition  requisition  of  soldiers,  a  forced  loan  of  moo^* 

of  regicide  is  like  to  prove  stable.  They  differ  nothing  from  all  the  preceding 

As  a  prognostic  of  this  stability,  it  is  said  usurpations,  but  that,  to  the  same  odium,  a 

to  be  accepted  by  the  people.    Here  again  I  good  deal  more  of  contempt  is  added.    In  this 

join  issue  with  the  fratemizers,  and  positively  situation,  notwithstanding  all  their  milUary 

deny  the  &ct.    Some  submission  or  other  has  force,   strengthened  with    the    undisci|dined 

been  obtained,  by  some  means  or  other,  to  power  of  the  terrourists,  and  the  nearljr  g^* 

every  government  that  hitherto  has  been  set  neral  disarming  of  Paris,  there  wouM  sdrooat 

up.    And  the  same  submission  would,  by  the  certainly  have  been,  before  this,  an  insurreo- 

aame  means,  be  obtained  for  any  other  pro-  tion  against  them,  but  for  one  cause.    The 

ject,  that  the  wit  or  folly  of  man  could  pos-  people  of  France  languish  for  peace.    Th«y 

vibly  devise.    The  constitution  of  1790  was  all  despaired  of  obtaining  it  from   ihe  cot- 


REGICIDE  PEACE.  S$S 

powers,  while  they  had  a  gang  of  pro-  noble  lord's  signature  oTthe  treaty,  in  thecom- 

'egicidee  at  their  head  ;  and  several  of  pany  in  which  he  must  sign  it,  ensure  its  ob- 

ist   desperate  republicans  would  have  servance?  If  you  trouble  yourself  at  all  with 

with  better  men  to  shake  them  wholly  their  constitutions,  you  are  certainly  more 

i  to  produce  something  more  ostensible,  concerned  with  them  afler  the  treaty   than 

had  not  been  reiteratedly  told,  that  their  before  it,  as  the  observance  of  conventions 

pe  of  peace  was  the  very  contrary  to  is  of  infinitely  more  consequence  than  the 

ley  naturally  imagined  ;  that  they  must  making  them.    Can  any  thing  be  more  palpa* 

AT  their  cabals  and  insurrections,  which  biy  abmird  and  senseless,  than  to  object  to  a 

lerve  no  purpose  but  to  bring  in  that  treaty  of  peace,  for  want  of  durability  in  con- 

,  which  was  wholly  rejected  by  the  stitutions,  which  had  an  actual  duration,  and 

ed  kings;  that,  to  satisfy  them,  they  to  trust  a  constitution,  that  at  the  time  of 

iranquilly,  if  they  could  not  cordially,  the  writing  had  not  so  much  as  a  practical 

themselves  to  the  tyranny  and  the  ty-  existence  ?    There  is  no  way  of  accounting 

hey  despised   and  abhorred.     Peace  for  such  discourse  in  the  mouths  of  men  of 

Id  out,  by  the  allied  monarchies,  to  the  sense,  but  by  supposing,  that  they  secretly 

of  France,  as  a  bounty  for  supporting  entertain  a  hope,  that  the  very  act  of  having 

ublic  of  regicides.    In  fact,  a  coalition,  made  a  peace  with  the  regicides  will  give  a 

for  the  avowed  purpose  of  destroying  stability  to  the  regicide  system.    This  will 

a  of  robbers,  now  exists  only  for  their  not  clear  the  disoeurse  from  the  absurdity,  but 

.    If  evil  happens  to  the  princes  of  it  will  account  for  the  conduct,  which  such 

!,  from  the  success  and  stability  of  this  reasoning  so  ill  d^ends.    What  a  round-about 

[  business,  it  is  their   own   absolute  way  is  this  to  peace;  to  make  war  for  the 

destruction  of  regicides,  and  then  to  give 

ire  to  understand,  however,  (for  som»-  them  peace  in  order  to  insure  a  stability,  that 

io  the   author  hints)  that  something  will  enable  them  to  observe  it.    I  say  nothing 

a  the  constitution  of  regicide  was  re-  of  the  honour  displayed  in  such  a  system.    It 

for  our  amity  with  it ;  but  the  noble  is  plain  it  militates  with  itself  almost  in  all 

er  is  no  more  solicitous  about  this  the  parts  of  it.    In  one  part  it  supposes  sta- 

ban   he  is  for  the  permanence  of  the  bility  in  their  constitution,  as  a  ground  of  a 

ody  of  his  October  speculations ;  "  If,"  stable  peace  ;  in  another  part  we  are  to  hope 

!,  speaking  of  the  regicide,  "  they  can  for  peace  in  a   different  way;   that  is,  by 

a  practicable  constitution,  even  for  a  splitting  his  brilliant  orb  into  little  stars,  and 

period  of  time,  they  will  be  in  a  con-  this  would  make  the  face  of  heaven  so  fine. 

>  rc-esiablish  the  accustomed  relations  No,  there  is  no  system  upon  which  the  peace, 

e  and  amity."    Pray  let  us  leave  this  which  in  humility  we  are  to  supplicate,  can 

vhting.    What  is  meant  by  a  limited  possibly  stand. 

9f  Hme?  Does  it  mean  the  direct  con-  I  believe,  before  this  time,  that  the  mere 
the  terms,  and  unlimited  period  ?  If  form  of  a  constitution,  in  any  country,  never 
iroited  period,  what  limitation  does  he  was  fixt  as  the  sole  ground  of  objecting  to  a 
ground  for  his  opinion?  Otherwise,  his  treaty  with  it.  With  other  circumstances  it 
Ml  is  unlimited.  If  he  only  requires  a  may  be  of  great  moment.  What  is  incumbent 
tlon  that  will  last  while  the  treaty  goes  on  the  assertors  of  the  fourth  week  of  October 
iays  existence  will  satisfy  his  demands,  system  to  prove,  is  not  whether  their  then  ex- 
>ws,  that  Prance  never  did  want  a  pected  constitution  was  likely  to  be  stable  or 
ible  constitution  nor  a  government,  transitory,  but  whether  it  promised  to  this 
sndured  for  a  limited  period  of  time,  country  aiKl  its  allies,  and  to  the  peace  and 
stitutions  were  but  too  practicable ;  and  settlement  of  all  Europe,  more  good  will,  or 
was  their  duration,  it  was  but  too  long,  more  good  faith,  than  any  of  the  experiments 
ndured  time  enough  for  treaties,  which  which  have  gone  before  it.  On  these  points 
d  themselyes,  and  have  done  infinite  I  would  willingly  join  issue, 
f  to  our  cause.  But,  granting  him  his  Observe,  first,  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
thesis,  that,  hitherto,  the  mere  form  or  marker  describes  (very  truly  as  I  conceive) 
•e  term  of  their  constitutions,  and  not  the  people  of  Prance,  under  that  auspicious 
•disposition,  but  their  instability,  has  government,  and  then  observe  the  conduct  of 
le  cause  of  their  not  preserving  the  Siat  government  to  other  nations.  ^ "  The 
s  of  amity ;  how  could  a  constitution,  people  without  any  established  constitution  ; 
tnight  not  last  half  an  hour  after  the  distracted  by  popular  convulsions;  in  a  statt 
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of  inevitable  bankraptcy ;  without  any  com-  the  most  neulj  ooiine<^  with  w:  Um  ^ 

merce  ;  with  their  principal  ports  blockaded,  rect,  or  indirect,  annexation  to  France  tfaO 

and  without  a  fleet  that  couki  venture  to  face  the  ports  of  the  continent,  from  PunkJifc  lo 

one  olC  oar  deladied  tquadrona."    Admitting  as  Hambivg;  an   immense  accession  oftonri- 

fully  as  he  has  stated  it,  this  condition  of  tory;   and,   in  one   ward   the  abajtooi- 

France,  I  would  fain  know,  how  he  reconciles  meitt   of    the    iicDEPEirDEircE  of  Eth 

this  condition  with  his  ideas  of  any  kind  of  a  hope  !"    This  is  the  i.aw,  (the  aotbor  ud 

praetioablecofUtUiitionf  or  duration  for  a  UmUd  I  use  no  difierent  terms)   whidi  this  sew 

period,  which  are  his  dne  qua  non  of  peace,  government,  almost  as  soon  aK  it  oouldciy  in 

I>ut,  passing  by  contradictbns,  as  no  fair  olv  the  cradle,  and  as  one  of  the  very  first  acts,  bf 

^tions  to  reasoning,  this  state  of  things  which  it  auspicated  its  entrance  into  fuaaiiOQ; 

would  naturally,  at  other  tiroes,  and  in  other  the  pledge  it  gives  of  the  firmness  of  its  pott* 

governments,  have  produced  a  disposition  to  cy ;  such  is  the  law,  that  this  proud  po«v 

peace,  ahnost  on  any  terms.    But,  in   that  prescribes  to  abject  nations.    What  »  th« 

state  of  their  country,  did  the  regicide  govern-  comment  upon   this  law,  by  the  great  jviit, 

ment  solicit  peace  or  amity  with  other  nations  who  recommends  us  to  the  tribunal  wludi 

or  even  lay  any  specious  grounds  for  it,  in  issued  the  decree?  "An  obedience  to  it,  would 

propositions  of  affected  moderation,  or  in  the  be  (says  he)  dishonourable  to  us,  and  edn> 

most  loose  and  general  conciliatory  language  ?  bit  us  to  ^e  present  age,  and  to  posterity, 

The  direct  contrary.    It  was  but  a  very  few  as  submitting  to  the  law  preecribed  to  at  by 

days  before  the  noble  writer  had  commenced  our  enemy." 

his  remarks,  as  if  it  were  to  refute  him  by  an-  Here  I  recognize  the  voice  of  a  Britiah 

ticipation,  that  his  France  thought  fit  to  lay  plenipotentiary:  1  begin  to  feel  proud  of  sqr 

out  a  new  territorial  map  of  dominicm,  and  to  country.    But,  alas,  the  short  date  of  hmu 

declare  to  us  and  to  all  Europe  what  territo-  elevation!  The  accents  of  digni^died  spoe 

ries  she  was  willing  to  allot  to  her  own  empire,  his  tcmgue.    This  author  will  not  assure  »aC 

and  what  she  is  content  (during  her  good  his  sentiments  for  the  whole  of  a  pamphlet; 

pleasure)  to  leave  to  others.  but  in  the  sole  energetic  part  of  it,  he  doei 

This  tiieir  law  of  empire  was  promulgated  not  continue  the  same  through  a  whole  sea- 
without  any  requisition  on  that  subject,  and  tence,  if  it  happens  to  be  (^  any  sweep  or 
proclaimed  in  a  style,  and  u[M>n  principles,  compass.  In  the  very  womb  of  this  last  sen- 
which  never  had  been  heard  of  in  the  annals  tence,  pregnant,  as  it  sfaoukl  seem,  with  a 
of  arrogance  and  ambition.  She  prescribed  Hercules,  there  is  formed  a  little  bantling  of 
the  limits  to  her  empire,  not  upon  principles  the  mortal  race,  a  degenerate,  puny  parenthe- 
of  treaty,  convention,  possession,  usage  ha-  sis,  that  totally  frustrates  our  most  sangains 
bitude,  the  di^inction  of  tribes,  nations,  or  views  and  expectations,  and  disgraces  the 
languages,  but  by  physical  aptitudes.  Having  whole  gestation.  Here  is  this  destructive  pa- 
fixed  herselfas  the  arbiter  of  physical  dominion  renthesis,  "unless  some  adequate  compeasa- 
she  construed  the  limits  of  nature  by  her  con-  tion  be  secured  to  u»"-^To  tu!  The  Chris* 
venience.  That  was  nature,  which  most  tian  work!  may  shift  for  itself,  Europe  nay 
extended  and  best  secured  the  empire  of  groan  in  slavery,  we  may  be  dbhonoured  by 
France.  receiving  law  from   an   enemy,  but  aU  ii 

I  need  say  no  more  on  the  insult  offered  not  well,  provided  the  compensation  lo  as  be 

only  to  all  equity   and  justice,  but  to    the  adequate.     To  what  are  we  reserved?   Aa 

common  sense  of  mankind,  in  deciding  legal  adequate  compensation  ''for  the  sacrifice  of 

property  by  physical  principles,  and  esUibli^  powers  the  most  nearly  connected  with  as;'' 

ing  the  convenience  of  a  party  as  a  rule  of  — an  adeipude  compensation  "for  the  direct 

public  law.    The  noble  advocate  for  peace  or  indirect  annexation  to  France  of  all  tha 

has,  indeed,  perfectly  well  exploded  this  da-  ports  of  the  continent,  fi-om  Dunkirk  to  Haia* 

ring  and  outrageous  system  of  pride  and  ty-  burgh ;" — an  adequate  con^iensation  "  for  die 

ranny.    I  am  most  happy  in  commending  him,  abandmment  of  the  independence  of  Europe  l** 

when  he  writes  like  himself.    But  hear,  still  Would  that  when  all  our  manly  sentiment! 

further,  and  in  the  same  good  strain,  the  great  are  thus  changed,  our  manly  langinge  wen 

patron  and  advocate  of  amity  with  this  ao-  changed  along  with  them;  and  that  the  Eng* 

oonuBodating,  mild  and  unassuming  power,  Iish  tongue  were  not  employed  to  utter  what 

vrfien  he  reports  to  you  the  law  they  give,  and  our  ancestors  never  dreamed  could  enlv  iatii 

its  immediate  effects. — "  They  amount,  says  an  Engiiah  heart! 

h^  to  the  sacrifiee  of  powera,  that  have  been  BMt  let  w  opq«ider  this  matter  of 
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*o>np«w*tion.-- Who  is  to  furnish  it  1   From  settlement,  as  if  there  w#re  no  such  oountiy  on 
^Mllatfilndsisittohedrawn?   Is  it  by  another  the  globe;  as  if  there  were   no  Spain  in 
treatj  of  commerce?  I  have  no  objections  to  Europe,  no  Spain  in  America.      But  this 
treaties  of  commerce,  upon  principles  of  com-  great  matter  of  political  deliberation  cannot  be 
aeree. — ^Traffic  for  traffic--all  is  fair.    But  put  out  of  our  thoughts  by  his  silence.    She 
eommerce,  in  exchange  for  empire,  for  safety,  has  furnished  compensation  ; — not  to  you,  but 
fiir  glory  I    We  set  out  in  our  dealing  with  to  France.     The  regicide  republic,  and  the 
a  miserable  cheat  upon  ourselves.    I  know  still  nominally  subsisting  monarchy  of  Spain, 
it  may  be  said  that  we  may  prevail  on  this  are  united,  and  are  uniteid  upon  a  principle  of 
Broad,  philosophical,  military  republic,  which  jealousy,  if   not  of  bitter  enmity   to  Great 
koks   down    with   contempt    on    trade,   to  Britain.    The  noble  writer  has  here  another 
dsdare  it  unfit  for  the  sovereign  of  nations  matter  for  meditation.    It  is  not  from  Dunkirk 
to  be  tmndem  negotiatorem  et  domiTmm;  that,  to  Hamburgh  that  the  ports  are  in  the  hands 
in  virtue  of  this  maxim  of  her  state  the  of  France :  they  are  in  the  hands  of  Franco 
English  in  France  may  be  permitted,  as  the  from  Hamburgh  to  Gibraltar.    How  long  the 
Jcfws  are  in  Poland  and  in  Turkey,  to  exe-  new  dominion  will  last,  I   cannot  tell ;  but 
ente  all  the  little  inglorious  occupations ;  to  be  France  the  republic  has  conquered  Spain,  and 
the  sellers  of  new  and  the  buyers  of  old  the  ruling   party  in    that  court  aets  by  her 
doaths;  to  be  their  brokers  and  factors,  and  orders  ar^  exists  by  her  power. 
to  be  empbyed  in  casting  up  their  debits  and        The  noble  writer,  in  his  views  into  tuturitj, 
credits,  whilst  the  master  republic  cuUivates  has  forgotten  to  lock  back  to  the  past.    If  bo 
0ie  arts  of  empire,  prescribes  the  forms  of  chooses  it,  he  may  recollect,  that  on  the  pros- 
peace  to  nations,  and  dictates  laws  to  a  sub-  pect  of  the  death  of  Philip  the  Fowth,  and 
jseled  world.    But  are  we  quite  sure  that,  still  more  on  the  event,  all  Europe  was  moved 
ivhen  we  have  surrendered  half  Europe  to  to  its  foundations.    In  the  treatesofpartitiooi 
tiiem  in  hope  of  this  compensation,  the  re-  that  first  were  entered  into,  and  in  the  war 
Mblic  will  confer  upon  us  those  privileges  of  that  afterwards  blazed  out,  to  prevent  those 
miooour  ?  Are  we  quite  certain,  that  she  will  crowns  from  being  actually  or  virtually  united 
permit  us  to  farm  the  guillotine ;  to  contract  in  the  house  of  Bourbon,  the  predominance  of 
ftr  the  provision  of  her  twenty  thousand  Bas-  France  in  Spain^  and,  above  all,  in  the  Spanish 
tiles;  to  furnish  transports  for  the  myriads  of  Indies,  was  the  great  object  of  all  those  move- 
her  exiles  to  Guiana ;  to  become  commission-  raents  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  fieM.    The 
ere  for  her  naval  stores,  or  to  engage  for  the  grand  alliance  was  formed  upon  that  appro- 
clothing  of  those  armies  whidi  are  to  subdue  hension. — On  that  apprehension  the  mighty 
(be  poor  reliques  of  Christian  Europe  ?  No !  war  was  continued  during  such  a  number  of 
She  is  bespoke  by  the  Jew  subjects  of  her  years,  as  the  degenerate  and  pusillanimous 
Own  Amsterdam  for  all  these  services.  impatience  of  our  dwindled  race  can  hardly 

But  if  these,  or  matters  similar,  are  not  bear  to  have  reckoned : — a  war,  equal  within 

&e  compensations  the  remarker  demands,  and  a  few  years  in  duration,  and  not  perhaps  in* 

ikat,  on  consideratiiHi,  he  finds  them  neither  feriour  in  bbodsbed,  to  any  of  those  great 

adequate  nor  certain,  who  else  is  to  be  the  contests  for  empire,  which  in  history  make  ths 

chapman,  and  to  furnish  the  purchase  money,  most  awful  matter  of  recorded  memory 
at  this  market  of  all  the  grand  principles  of 

enpire,  of  law,  of  civilization,  of  morals,  and  Ad  conflSgendum  venientlbus  undlq  ;  Foniis, 

of  reUgion;  where  British  faith  and  honour  Omnia  cum  belli  trepido  concu.satumultu 

•      ',, .      .    .   _i»        .1   «  T.rt-    .    ^  Horrida  cootremuere  sub  aliia  aeiherls  auris, 

art  to  be  sow  by  inch  of  candle  ?  AVTio  is  to  !„  dubloq ;  fuit  sub  utrorum  regna  cadendum 

hnha  dedecorum  pretionu  emptor?  Is  it  the  Onmibus  humanis  esset  terraq ;  mariq  ;— 
JVmm  i9uipan<8  Magitter  ?  Is  it  to  be  fumisdi- 

edby  the  prince  of  Peace?  Unquestionably.        When  this  war  was  ended  (I  eamiot  rtay 

%ain  as  yet  possesses  mines  of  gold  and  sU-  now  to  examine  how)  the  object  of  the  war 

ver ;  «nd  may  give  us  in  peaos  durot  an  ade-  was  the  object  of  the  treaty.    When  it  was 

qoate  compensation  for  our  honour  and  our  found  impracticable,  or  less  desirable  than  be- 

TJrtoe.    When  these  things  are  at  all  to  be  fore,  whoHy  to  exdude  a  branch  of  tlie  Boor- 

lold,  they  are  the  vilest  commodities  at  market,  bon  race  from  that  immense  succession,  th« 

It  is  full  as  singular  as  any  of  the  other  point  of  Utrecht  was  to  prevent  the  raiscfaiefr 

n^nlarities  in  this  work,  that  the  remarker  to  arise  from  the  influence  of  the  greater  npott 

—      so  much,  as  he  does,  of  cessions  and  die  lesser  brandi.    His  lordship  is  a  greit 

i,pa8M8  by  Spain  in  hisgeaeral  member  of  the  diplomatic  body ;  he  hw,  cff 
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come,  all  the  fundamental  treaties,  which  tion  ?    Is  it  ibr  this  state  of  things  be  reoGB* 

make  the  public  statute  law  of  Europe,  by  mends  our  junction  in  that  coohdod  alHance  m 

heart ;  and  indeed  no  active  member  of  par-  a  remedj  ?     It  is  surely  already  moostraai 

liaroent  ought  to  be  ignorant  of  their  general  enough.    We  see  every  standii^  principle  d 

tenour  and  leading  provisions.    In  the  treaty,  policy,  every  old  governing  opinion  of  DttioMi 

which  closed  that  war,  and  of  which  it  is  a  completely  gone  ;  and  with  it  the  foandatiai 

fundamental    part,  because  relating    to  the  of  all  their  establishments.    Can  Spain  keep 

whole  policy  of  the  compact,  it  was  agreed,  herself  internally  where  she  is,  with  thu  eon* 

that  Spain  should  not  give  any  thing  from  her  nection  ?     Does  he  dream,  that  Spain,  on- 

territory  in  the  West  Indies  to  France.    This  christian,  or  even  uncatholic,  can  exist  as  t 

article,  apparently  onerous  to  Spain,  was   in  monarchy  ?    This  authw  indulges  himsdf  ii 

truth  highly  beneficial.    But,  oh,  the  blindness  speculations  of  the  division  of  the  French  n- 


of  the  greatest  statesman  to  the  infinite  and  public.     I  only  say,  that  with  much  gretter 

unlook^for  combinations  of  things,  which  reason  he  might  speculate  on  the  repu^ticia- 

lie  bid  in  the  dark  prolific  womb  of  futurity !  ism  and  the  subdivision  of  Spain. 

The  great  trunk  of  Bourbon  is  cut  down ;  the  It  is  not  peace  with  France  which  seeoni 

withered  branch  is  woriied  up  into  the  con-  that  feeble  government;  it  is  that  peace  iHucfa, 

structionofa  French  regicide  republic.    Here  if  it  shall  continue,  decisively  ruins  Span, 

we  have,  formed,  a  new,  unlooked-for,  mon-  Such  a  peace  is  not  the  peace  which  the  rem> 

strous,  heterogoieous  alliance;  a  doubled-  nant  of  Christianity  celelM^tes  at  thb  holy  sNr 

nalured  monster ;  republic  above  and  monarchy  son.    In  it  there  is  no  glory  to  Grod  on  hi^ 

below.     There  is  no   centaur  of  fiction,  no  and  not  the  least  tincture  of  good  will  to  maa. 

poetic  satyr  of  the  woods;  nothing  ^ort  of  What  things  we  have  lived  to  see !    The  king 

the  hieroglyphic  monsters  of  .^gypt,  dog  in  of  Spain  in  a  group  of  Moors,  Jews,  and  reae- 

head  and  man  in  body,  that  can  give  an  idea  gadoes,  and  the  clergy  taxed   to  pay  (or  hit 

of  it.    None  of  these  things  can  subsist  in  conversion !  The  catholic  king  in  the  strict 

nature  (so  at  least  it  is  thought;)  but  the  embraces  of  the  most  unchristian  republic! 

morals  world  admits  monsters  which  the  phy-  I  hope  we  shall  never  see  his  apostolic  tna- 

sical  rejects.  jesty,  his  faithful  majesty,  and  the  king  defen- 

In  this  metamorphosis,  the  first  thing  done  by  der  of  the  faith,  added  to  that  unhallowed  and 

Spain,  in  the  honey-moon  of  her  new  servitude,  impious  fraternity. 

was,  with  all  the  hardihood  of  pusillanimity,  The  noble  author  has  glimpses  of  the  conse- 
utterly  to  defy  the  most  solemn  treaties  with  quences  (^ peace  as  well  as  I.  He  feels  for  the 
Great  Britain,  and  the  guarantee  of  Europe,  colcmies  of  Great  Britain,  one  of  the  principal 
Shehasyielded  the  largest  and  fairest  part  of  resources  of  our  commerce  and  our  natal 
one  of  the  largest  and  fairest  islands  in  the  power,  if  piratical  France  shall  be  establtsbed, 
West  Indies,  perhaps  on  the  globe,  to  the  as  he  knows  she  must  be,  in  the  West  Indies, 
usurped  powers  of  France.  She  completes  if  we  sue  for  peace  on  such  terms  as  they  may 
the  title  of  those  powers  to  the  whole  of  that  condescend  to  grant  us.  He  feels,  that  their  very 
important  central  island  of  Hispaniola.  She  colonial  system  for  the  interiour  is  not  cooipa- 
has  solemnly  surrendered  to  the  regicides  and  tible  with  the  existence  of  our  col(Miies.  I  ftit 
butchers  of  the  Bourbon  family,  what  that  him,  and  doubt  not  I  shall  be  able  to  demon- 
court  never  ventured,  perhaps  never  wished,  strate,  that,  being  what  she  is,  if  she  p09> 
to  bestow  on  the  patriarchal  stock  of  her  own  sesses  a  rock  there,  we  cannot  be  safe, 
august  house.  Has  this  author  had  in  his  view  the  transao> 

The  noble  negociator  takes  no  notice  of  this  tions  between  the  regicide  republic  and  tba 

portentous  junction,  and  this  audacious  siir-  yet  nominally  subsisting  monarchy  of  Spain, 

render.    The  effect  is  no  less  than  the  total  I  bring  this  matter  under  your  lordship*^ 

subversion  of  the  balance  of  power  in  the  West  consideration,  that  you  may  have  a  more  cob»- 

Indies,  and  indeed  every  where  else.    This  plete  view  than  this  author  chooses  to  give,  of 

arrangement,  considered  in  itself,  but   much  the  true  France  you  have  to  deal  with,  as  to 

more  as  it  indicates  a  complete  union  of  France  its  nature,  and  to  its  force  and  its  dispositkMt 

with  Spain,  is  truly  alarming.    Does  he  feel  Mark  it,  my  lord,  France,  in  giving  her  law 

nothing  of  the  change  this  makes  in  that  part  to  Spain,  stipulated  for  none  of  her  indem* 

of  his  description  of  the  state  of  France,  where  nities  in  Europe,  no  enlargement  whatever 

he  suppose*  her  not  able  to  face  one  of  our  de-  of  her  frontier.    Whilst  we  are  looking  ibr 

tached  squadrons  ?     Does  he  feel  nothing  for  indemnities  from  France,  betraying  oar  owl 

the  ooodition  of  Portugal  under  this  new  ooali-  safety  in  a  sacrifice  of '  he  indepoideiica  of 
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fiarope,  France  secures  bets  by  the  most  im-  It  will  be  an  affrorft  to"  yotir  sagacity  to 

ptrtant  acquisition  (^  territory  ever  made  in  pursue  this  maUer  into  all  its  details ;  suffice 

dM  West  Indies,  since  their  first  settlement,  it  to  say,  that  if  this  convention  for  analogous 

She  appears  (it  is  (mly  in  appearance)  to  give  domestic  government  is  made,  it  immediately 

up  die  frontio-  of  Spain,  and  she  is  compen-  gives  a  right  for  the  residence  of  a  ccmsul  (in 

Mted,  not  in  appearance,  but  in  reality,  by  a  all  likelihood  some  negro  or  man  of  colour)  in 

temlory,  that  naakes  a  dreadful  frontier  to  the  every  one  of  your  islands ;  a  regicide  ambas- 

flolonies  of  Great  Britain*  sador  in  London  will  be  at  all  your  meetings 

It  is  sufficiently  alarming,  that  she  is  to  of  West  India  merchants  and  planters,  and, 

hun  the  possession  of  this  great  island.    But  in  effect,  in  all  our  colonial  councils.     Not 

.  lUI  the   Spanish  colorfies  virtually  are  hers,  one  order  of  council  can  hereafter  be  made, 

la  there  so  puny  a  whipster  in  the  peUj/  form  or  any  one  act  of  parliament  relative  to  the 

of  tfie  acho(is  ^  politics,  who  can  be  at  a  loss  West  India  colonies  even  be  agitated,  which 

fir  the  (ate  of  the  British  colonies,  when  he  will  not  always  afford  reason  for  protests  and 

conbines  the  French  and  Spanish  consdida-  perpetual  interference ;  the  regicide  republic 

tiao  with  the  known  critical  and  dubious  dis-  will  become  an  integral  part  of  the  colonial  le- 

pontioQS  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  gislature ;  and,  so  far  as  the  colonies  are  con- 

Aejr  are  at  present,  but  which,  when  a  peace  cemed,  of  the  British  too.    But  it  will  be  still 

ii  made,  when  the  basis  of  a  regicide  ascen-  worse ;  as  all  our  domestic  affairs  are  interlac* 

4aacy  in  Spain  is  laid,  will  no  longer  be  so  ed,  more  or  less  intimately,  with  our  external, 

.food,  as  di^ious  and  critical?    But  I  go  a  this  intermeddling  nHist  every  where  insi- 

fRHU  deal  further,  and  on  much  consideration  nuate  itself  into  all  other  interiour  transactions, 

iftheooiiditionandcircumstancesof  the  West  and  produce  a  copartnership  in  our  domestic 

Uies,  and  of  the  genius  of  this  new  republic,  concerns  of  every  description. 

.m  it  has  operated,  and  is  likely  to  operate  on  Such  are  the  plain  inevitable  consequences 

dHaa,  I  say,  that  if  a  single  rock  in  the  West  of  this  arrangement  of  a  system  of  analogous 

bdies  is  in  the  hands  of  this  transatlantic  interiour  government.     On  the  other  hand, 

Kbrooes,  we  have  n<^  an  hour's  safety  there,  without  it,  the  author  asurcs  us,  and  in  this  I 

The  reiaarker,  though  he  slips  aside  from  heartily  agree  with  him, ''  that  the'correspon- 

tlis  main  consideration,  seems  aware,  that  this  dence  and  communications  between  the  neigh- 

anangenient,  standing  as  it  does,  in  the  West  bouring  colonies  will  be  great ;  that  the  disa- 

lildies,  leaves  us  at  the  mercy  of  the  new  greements  will  be  incessant,  and  that  causes 

csaUtion,  or  rather  at  the  mercy  of  the  sole  even  of  national  quarrels  will  vise  from  dtof  to 

poAiag  part  (^  it.    He  does  not  indeed  adopt  day?^  Most  true.    But,  for  the  reasons  I  have 

a  supposition,  such  as  I  make,  who  am  confi-  given,  the  case,  if  possible,  will  be  worse  by 

dnt,  that  any  thing  which  can  give  them  a  the  proposed  remedy,  by  the  tripple  fraternal 

wm^  good  port  and  opportune  piratical  station  interiour  analogy  ; — an  analogy  itself  most 

tbere,  wouki  lead  to  our  ruin ;  the  author  pro-  fruitful,  and  more  foodful,  than  the  old  Ephesian 

-saeds  upon  an  idea,  that  the  regicides  may  be  statue  with  the  three  tier  of  breasts.  Tour  lord- 

■m  existing  and  considerable  territorial  power  ship  must  also  observe  how  infinitely  this 

kdie  West  Indies,  and,  of  course,  her  pirati-  business  must  be  complicated  by  our  interfe- 

ari system  more  dangerous,  and  as  real;  how-  rence  in  the  slow-paced  Satumian  movements 

aiar,  ftr  that  desperate  case  he  has  an  easy  of  Spain,  and  the  rapid  parabolical  flights  of 

NBHdy ;  bat  surely,  in  his  whole  shop  there  is  France.    But  such  is  the  disease,  such  is  the 

r  8o  extraordinary.   It  is,  that  we  three,  cure,  such  is,  and  must  be,  the  effect  of  regi- 

»,  Spain  and  England,  (there  are  no  cide  vicinity. 

of  any  moment,)  should  adopt  some  But  what  astonishes  me  is,  that  the  negocia- 

*^mtithgy  in  the  interiour  systems  of  govern-  tor,  who  has  certainly  an  exercised  understttnd- 

in  the  several  islands,  which  we  may  ing,  did  not  see,  that  every  person,  habituated  to 

etively  retain   after  the  closing  of  the  such  meditations,  must  necessarily  pursue  the 

r." — This  plainly  can  be  done  only  by  a  train  of  thought  further  than  he  has  carried  it ; 

asBfentioii  between  the  parties,  and  I  believe  and  must  ask  himself,  whether,  what  he  states 

it  mmki  be  the  first  war  ever  made  to  termi-  so  truly  of  the  necessity  of  our  arranging 

■ta  in  an  analogy  of  the  interiour  government  an  analogous  interiour  government,  in  eoase« 

af  any  ootmtry,  or  any  pans  of  such  coun-  quence  of  the  vicinity  of  our  possessions  m  tha 

Irfai.     Sueh  a  partnership  in  domestic  go-  West  Indies,  does  not  as  extenshroly  apply, 

iwmwmt  is,  I  tldDk,  carrying  firatemity  as  &r  and  much  more  forcibly,  to  the  oiroumataBee 

wkwiUgo.  of  oar  much  naarer  ▼icinity  with  the  paraU 
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ftod  anthor  of  tfab  mbdueC    I  defy  erea  his  and  ordore  of  honui  Mtun  to  i^ 

acuteoea  and  ingeouitj  to  ibDW  me  any  one  of  it.  wj' 

point  in  which  the  cases  differ,  except  that         I  hear  it  said,  too,  that  tbey  have hta^f^:^ 

it  is  plainly  more  necessary  in  Europe  than  in  dared  in  favour  of  property.    Tiwii  la^f  J^ 

America.    Indeed,  the  further  we  trace  the  of  the  same  sort  wiUi  the  fcfmer.  Wbit  m 

details  of  the  proposed  peace,  the  more  your  had  they  to  make  this  dedaraiioo,  if  th^j" 

Lordship  will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  not  been  not  know,  that  by  their  doctrines  "■'F'"^ 

guilty  of  any  abuse  of  terms,  when  I  use  in-  ces  they  had  totally  sidiverted  all  |ii«f*9; 

discriminately  (as  I  always  do  in  speaking  of  What  government  of  Europe,  ehber  ■  ■ 

arrangements  with  regicide)  the  words  peace  origin  or  its  continuance,  has  tbooghlit  wii> 

and  fraternity.    An  anabgy  between  our  tnle-  sary  to  declare  itself  in  favour  <^  pnp**^ 

rioor  governments  must  be  the  consequence.  The  more  recent  ones  were  formed  fir  Ij 

The  noble  negociator  sees  it  as  well  as  I  do.  protect  ion  againrt  former  violatioei:  tki  M 

Ideprecate  this  jacobin  interiour  analogy.  But,  considered  the  inviolability  ofprapar^w 

hereafter,  perhaps,  I  may  say  a  good  deal  more  their  own  existence  as  one  wnA  the  mm 

upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  and  that  a  prodamaticMi  for  itssafetv 

on 
hope 

and  this  close  copartnership  in  government.  .«>uiiMn>«o,  w^  »•»  «.  »».»  "^""L^l^ 

I  hear  of  others,  indeed,  that  offer,  by  other  They  knew,  that  aiker  butchering  bimdrflM 

arguments,  tu  reconcile  us  to  this  peace  and  men,  women,  and  children,  for  no  other  «MP 

fraternity ;  the  regicides,  they  say,  have  re-  than  to  lay  hold  on  their  property,  ""^^"^ 

nounced  the  creed  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  daration  might  have  a  chance  of  eseosNpl 

declared  equality   a  chimera.    This  is  still  other  nations  to  nm  the  risk  of  ssUbivla^ 

more  strange  than  all  the  rest.     They  have  commercial  house  amongst  them.   It  is**'^ 

apostatised  from  their  apostacy.     They  are  rious,  that  these  very  jacobins,  upoauw* 

renegadoes  from  that  impious  faith  for  which  of  the  shop-keeper  of  Paris,  made  tkis  dMV 

they  subverted  the  antient  government,  mur-  ration   in  fovour  of  property.    These  bA^ 

dered  their  king,  and  imprisoned,  butchered,  fellows  received  the  apprehensieM  eifMi* 

confiscated,  and  banished  their  fellow  sub-  on  that  head  with  indignation ;  andssii,"* 

jects ;  and  to  which  they  forced  every  man  to  property  could  be  in  no  danger,  because  dip 

swear  at  the  peril  of  his  life.    And  now,  to  re-  workl  knew  it  was  under  the  protection  e(P 

concile  themselves  to  the  world,  they  declare  Sans-adoUea,    At  what  period  did  thsy# 

this  creed,  bought  by  so  much  blood,  to  be  an  give  this  assurance  ?  Did  th^  not  gin* 

imposture  and  chimera.    I  have  no  doubt  that  when  they  frabricated  their  first  coostitolifl^ 

they  always  thought  it  to  be  so,  when  they  Did  they  not  then  soAemnly  declare  it  fliU* 

were  destroying  every  thing  at  home  and  the  rights  of  a  citizen  (a  right,  ofoaaH 

abroad  for  its  establishment.    It  is  no  strange  only  declared,  and  not  then  fabricated)  ndl 

thing  to  those,  who  look  into  the  nature  of  cor-  part  from  his  country,  and  choose  ano^  4 

rupted  man,  to  find  a  violent  persecutor  a  per-  miaUumf  without  detriment  to  his  fiiupiilp 

feet  unbeliever  of  his  own  creed.    But  tfats  is  Did  they  not  declare,  that  no  property  All 

the  very  first  time  that  any  man  or  set  of  men  be  confiscated  from  the  children  for  the  CM 

were  hardy  enough  to  attempt  to  lay  the  ground  of  the  parent?  Can  they  now  declare  Mi 

of  confidence  in  them,  by  an  acknowledg-  fully  their  respect  for  property  thanthsf  d 

ment  of  their  own  falsehood,  fraud,  hypocrisy,  at  that  time?  And  yet,  was  there  ever  Iwl 

treachery,  heterodox  doctrine,  persecution,  and  such  horid  violences  and  coofiscations  «M 

ciUelty.    Every  thing  we  heai  from  them  is  stantly  followed  under  the  very  persons  aw 

new,  and,  to  use  a  phrase  of  their  own,  rwo-  power,  many  of  them  leading  menbem  i£4 

biiionary ;  ewery  thing  supposes  a  total  revo-  assembly,  and  all  of  diem  violators  of  thati 

kit  ion  in  all  the  principles  of  reason,  prudence,  gagement  whk:h  was  the  very  basis  of  A 

and  moral  fooling.  repuUic'-confiscatioas  in  which  hiiailitdi 

If  possible,  this  their  recantation  of  the  men,  women,  and  children,  iKMt  guilty  tf.4 

chief  parts  in  the  canon  of  the  rights,  of  man,  act  of  duty  in  resisting  their  usivpatiovi  m 

is  more  infamous,  and  causes  greater  horrour  involved  ?  Tbb  keeping  of  their  old,  is,  lb 

than  their  originally  promulgating,  and  forcing  to  give  us  a  confidence  in  their  new  e«m 

down  the  throats  of  mankind,  tbit  symbol  of  meats.    Bat«MimQ«theHi«tter,«iiidywM 

•U«iriL    It  if  raking  too  mooh  into  the  dirt  see,  that  the  prevaricating  mmi^  §t 
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ill,  where  at  all  it  can  be  latter  have  become  the  prey  of  the  ibrmer. 

mew  their  old  fraudulent  de-  By  flattering  us,  that  we  are  not  subject  to  the 

:onfiscations,  and  then  they  same  vices  and  follies,  it  induces  a  confidence, 

all  adherents  to  their  an tient  that  we  shall  not  suffer  the  same  evils  by  a 

from  any  benefit  of  it:  that  contact  with  the  infamous  gang  of  robbers  who 

Dmise  that  they  will  secure  have  thus  robbed  and  butchered  our  neighbours 

lunderers  in  th«ir  share  <^  before  our  faces.    We  must  not  be  flattered 

,er.     The  fear  of  being  rob-  to  our  ruin.    Our  vices  are  the  same  as  theirs, 

succeHsion  of  robbers,  who  neither  more  nor  less.    If  any  faults  we  had, 

the  faith  of  that  kind  of  so-  which  wanted  this  French  example  to  call  us 

quired,  that  they  should  give  to  a  "  aofUnlng  of  character,  and  a  review  6t 

ividends  of  spoil ;  else  they  our  social  relations  and   duties,"  there  is  yet 

noment.    But  it  was  neces-  no  sign  that  we  have  commenced  our  refurma- 

iurity  to  robbers,  that  honest  tion.     We  seem,  by  the  best  account?  I  have 

privod  of  all  hope  of  resti-  from  the  wArld,  to  go  on  just  as  formerly, "  some 

leir  interests  were  made  ut>  to  undo,  and  some  to  be  undone*       There 

incompatible.    So  that  it  is  no  change  at  all :  and  if  we  are  not  bettered 

tx)asted  security  of  property  by  the  sufferings  of  war,  this  peace,  which,  for 

lan  a  seal  put  upon  its  des-  reasons  to  himself  best  known,  the  author  fixes 

ing  of  confiscation  is  tose-  as  the  period  of  our  refirmation,  must  have 

•rs  against  the  innocent  pro-  something  very  extraordinary  in  it;  because, 

;ry  thing  which  is  held  out  hitnerto,  ease,  opulence,  and  their  concomi* 

e,  is  that  which  makes  your  tant  pleasure,  have  never  greatly  disposed 

era  it,  if  once  it  happens,  mankind  to  that  serious  reflection  and  review, 

You,  my  lord,  who  possess  which  the  author  supposes  to  be  the  result  of 

ugh  not  an  invidious  estate,  the  approaching  peace  with  vice  and  crime, 

d,  that  if,  by  bein<; engaged,  I  believe  he  forms  a  right  estimate  of  the 

would  be,  in  the  defence  of  nature  of  this  peace;  and  that  it  will  want 

king,  your  order,  your  laws,  many  of  those  circumstances,  which  formerly 

estate  should  be  put  under  characte  ized  that  state  of  things. 
>roperty  would  be  secured,         If  I  am  right  in  my  ideas  of  this  new  re* 

uiner,  at  your  expense.  public,  the  different  states  of  peace  and  war 

•r  what  purpose  are  we  told  will  make  no  difference  in  her  pursuits.    It  is 

in  their  principles,  and  what  not  an  enemy  of  accident  that  we  have  to  deal 

this  softening  in  ours,  which  with.    Enmity  to  us  and  to  all  civilized  nations 

by  their  example  ?  It  is  not  is  wrought  into  the  very  stamina  of  its  consti* 

Bring  innocence  and  virtue,  tuiion.    It  was  made  to  pursue  the  purposes 

to  the  crimes  and  to  the  of  that  fundamental  enmity.    The  design  will 

and  ruffians.    But  I  trust  go  on  regularly  in  every  position  and  in  every 

len  will  not  be  softened  to  relation.      Their  hostility  is  to  break  us  U> 

»  and  criminals ;  for  if  we  their  dominion :  their  amity  is  to  debauch  us 

will  bo  hardened  to  every  to  their  principles.    In  the  former  we  are  to 

claim  on  our  benevolence,  contend  with  their  force ;  in  the  latter  with 

)  has  placed  in  our  breasts  a  their  intrigues.    But  we  stand  in  a  very  di& 

1st  and  cruel,  in  order  that  ferent  posture  of  defence  in  the  two  situations, 

ourselves  from  cruelty  and  In  war,  so  long  as  government  is  supported,  we 

who  bear  cruelty,  are   ac-  fight  with  the  whole  united  force  ofthe  kingdom. 

The  pretended  gentleness  When  under  the  name  of  peace,  the  war  of  in- 

at  charitable  rancour,  pro-  trigue  begins,  we  do  not  contend  against  our 

Qce  which  is  half  an  appro-  enemies  with  the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom. 

»ver  will  love  where   they  No— we  shall  have  to  fight  (if  it  should  be  a 

10  do  not  hate  where  they  fisht  at  all,  and  not  an  ignominious  surrender 

of  every  thing  which  has  mide  our  country 

er  piece  of  poUcy  not  more  venerable  in  our  eyes  and  dear  to  our  hearts) 

is,  in  reading  these  moral  we  shall  have  to  fight  with  but  a  portion  (k 

sens  our  hatred  to  criminals,  our   strength   against  the    whole  of  theirs. 

lerers,  by  insinuating  that  it  Gentlemen  who,  not  long  since,  thought  with 

\  tlMir  fault  or  folly,  that  the  us,  but  who  oow  repomnwod  a  jacobin  pejipe, 
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were  at  that  time  sufficiently  aware  of  the  attacks  of  unjust  power.   Grown  boUer,!! 

eacistence  of  a  dangerous  jacobin  faction  with-  the  first  feelings  of  mankind  decayed,  and  tb 

in  this  kingdom.    A  while  ago,  they  seemed  colour  of  these  horrours  began  to  fide  ifil 

to  be  tremblingly  alive  to  the  number  of  those  the  imagination,  they  proceeded  &oa  opoloff 

^o  composed  it,  to  their  dark  subtilty,  to  to  defence.      They  urged,  but  sUll  dqiM, 

their  fierce  audacity,  to  their  admiration  of  the  absolute  necessity  (^  such  a  proceed!^ 

every  thing  that  passes  in  France,  to  their  Then  they  made  a  IxJder  stride,  wd  narcW 

eager  desire  of  a  close  communication  with  from  defence   to  recriminatioo.    Tbey  il* 

the  mother  faction  there.    At  this  moment,  tempted  to  assassinate  the  memory  of  tfao* 

when  the  question  is  upon  the  opening  of  that  whose  bodies  their  friends  had  iBasncred',Ml 

C(Hnmunication,  not  a  word   of  our  English  to  consider  their  murder  as  a  less  fonnui^ 

jacobins.    That  faction  is  put  out  of  sight  and  of  justice.  They  endeavoured  even  to  (Waw 

oat  of  thought.    "  It  vanished  at  the  crowing  our  pity,  and  to  suborn  it  in  favour  of  cfwty* 

of  the  cock."    Scarcely  had  the  Gallic  har-  They   wept  over  the  lot  of  thoee  ^"T 

binger  of  peace  and  light  began  to*  utter  his  driven  by  the  crimes  of  aristocrats  to  «y^ 

lively  notes,  than  all  £e  cackling  of  us  poor  lican  vengeance.    Every  pause  of  their  cm 

tory  geese  to  alarm  the  garrison  of  the  capitol  they  considered  as  a  return  of  their  B** 

was  forgot.*     There  was  enough  of  indemnity  sentiments  of  benignity  and  josticc.  *■• 

before.    Now  a  complete  act  of  oblivion  is  they  had  recourse  to  history;  andfoand<*f* 

passed  about  the  jacobins  of  England,  though  the  recorded  cruelties  that  deform  the aini)** 

one  would  naturally  imagine  it  would  make  a  the  world,  in  order  that  the  massacresoi  ** 

principalobject  in  all  fair  deliberation  upon  the  regicides  might  pass  for  a   common  «<*^ 

merits  of  a  project  of  amity  with  the  jacobins  and  even  that  the  most  merciful  of  priPC>li 

of  Prance.    But  however  others  may  choose  who  suffered  by  their  hands,  sbouUi  hear  'f^ 

to  fi>rget  the   Action,  the  faction  does  not  iniquity  of  all    the  tyrants  who  have  at  ^ 

choose  to  forget  itself,  nor,  however  gentlemen  time  infested  the  earth.     In  order  to  reoi^ 

may  choose  to  flatter  themselves,  it  does  not  for-  cile  us  the  better  to  this  republicaa  tyntfl* 

get  them.  they  confoanded   the    bloodshed  of  war  nP* 

Never,  in  any  civil  contest,  has  a  part  been  the  murders  of  peace:  and  they  computed  hH^ 

taken  with  more  of  the  warmth,  or  carried  on  much  greater  prodigality  of  blood  was  vAJT 

with  more  of  the  arts  of  a  party.     The  ja-  bited  in  battles  and  in  the  storm  of  cities,  ^ 

cobins  are  worse  than  lost  to  their  country,  in  the  frugal  well-ordered  massacres  <£%i 

Their  hearts  are  abroad.     Their  sympathy  revolutionary  tribunals  of  France. 

with   the   regicides  of  France    is  complete.         As  to  foreign  powers,  so  long  as  tliey  wm 

Just  as  in  a  civil   contest,  they  exult  in  all  conjoined  with  Great  Britain  in  this  coniMt 

victories  ;  they  are  dejected  and  mortified  in  so  long  they  were  treated  as  the  most  afaiB 

all  their  defeats.     Nothing  that  the  regicides  doned  tyrants,  and,  indeed,  the  basest  of  tin 

can  do,  (and  they  have  laboured  hard  for  the  human  race.     The  moment  any  of  them  ^nil 

purpose)  can  alienate  them  from  their  cause,  the  cause  of  this  government,  and  of  all  govcn 

Tou  and  I,  my  dear  lord,   have  often  ob-  raents,  he  is  rehabilitated,  his  hcmour  ii » 

served  on  the  spirit  of  their  conduct.      When  stored,  all  attainders  are  purged.    The  trkti 

th^  jacobins   of  France,  by  their   studied,  of  jacobins  are  no  longer  despots ;  the  beUlf 

deliberated,  catalogued  files  of  murders,  with  ers  of  the  common  cause  are  no  kmger  trakM 

the  poignard,  the  sabre,  and  the  tribunal,  have         That  you  may  not  doubt  that  thej  look  m 

■hocked  whatever  remained  of  human  sen-  this  war  as  a  civil  war,  and  the  jacobiM  d 

■ibility  in   our  breasts,  then  it  was  they  dis-  France  as  of  their  party,  and  that  they  M 

tinguished  the  resources  of  party  policy.  They  upon  us,  though  locally  their  countrymen,  ii 

did  not  venture  directly  to  confront  the  public  reality  as  enemies,  they  have  failed  to  rail 

sentiment ;  for  a  very  short  time  they  seemed  parellel  between  our  late  civil  war  aad  tUi 

to  partake  of  it.    They  began  with  a  reluc-  war  with  the  jacobins   of  France.      Tlifll 

tant  and  sorrowful  confession  ;  they  deplored  justify  their  partiality  to  those  jacobins  bj  Ai 

the  stains  which  tarnished  the  lustre  of  a  good  partiality  which  was  shown  by  several  hcvati 

cause.    Afler  keeping  a  decent  time  of  retire-  the  colonies;  and  they  sanction  their  cry  fil 

ment,  in  a  few  days  crept  out  an  apology  for  peace  with  the  regicides  of  France  by  toM 

the  excesses  of  men  cruelly  irritated  by  the  of  our  propositions  for  peace  with  the  £a^ 

in  America. 

♦  Hie  auratis  volitans  argenteus  anser  "^^^  '  ^°  ^^^  mention  as  entering  into  ihi 

Poxtidbos,  Oallos  in  limine  adesse  canebat  controveniy,  how  fiur  they  are  iri|^t  or 
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but  to  show  that  they  do  him,  the  discussioo  itself  and  the  timing  it  put 

t  they  do  consider  themselves  me  in  mind  of  what  I  have  read  (whei^,  I  do 

rith  the  jacobins  of  France,  not  recollect)  that  the  subtle  nation  of  the 

et  their  constant  correspon-  Greeks  were  busily  employed,  in  the  church 

a.cobins  whilst  it  was  in  their  of  Santa  Sophia,  in  a  dispute  of  mixed  natural 

Ion.     When  the  communi-  philosophy,metaphysics,  and  theology,  whether 

Dpened,  the  interrupted  cor-  the  light  on  mount  Tabor  was  created  or  uncre- 

commence.    We  cannot  be  ated,  and  were  ready  to  nlassacre  the  holders  of 

ntage  which  such  a  party  af-  the  unfashionable  opinion,  at  the  very  moment 

France  in  all  her  views ;  and,  when  the  ferocious  enemy  of  all  philosophy  and 

1,  what  an  advantage  regicide  religion,  Mahomet  the  Second,  entered  through 

L  to  the  views  of  the  repub-  a  breach,  into  the  capitol  of  the  Christian 

England.      Slightly  as  they  world.    I  may  possibly  suffer  much  more  than 

their  subject,  I  think  this  can  Mr.  Reeves  (I  shall  certainly  give  much  more 

iped  the  writers  of  political  general  ofil>nce,)  for  breaking  in  upon  this 

any  month  or  year.      They  constitutional  amusement  concerning  the  cre- 

ch  of  the  amendment  of  the  ated  or  uncreated  nature  of  the  two  houses  of 

nee,  and  of  their  returning  parliament,  and  by  calling  their  attention  to  a 

rosity.    Have   they  told  any  problem,  which  may  entertain  them  less,  but 

rmation,  and  of  the  returning  which  concerns  them  a  great  deal  more,  that 

acobins  of  England  7  Have  is,  whether  with  this  Gallic  jacobin  fraternity, 

eir  gradual  softening  towards  which  they  are  desired  by  some  writers  to 

;y  told  us  what  measures  they  court,  all  the  parts  of  the  government,  about 

putting  the  crown  in  commis-  whose  combustible  or  incombustible  qualities 

approximations  of  any  kind  they  are  contending,  may  "not  be  cast  into 

towards  the  old  constitution  the  fire"  together.    He  is  a  strange  visionary 

rl  Nothing  of  this.      The  (but  is  nothing  worse)  who  fancies  that  any  one 

writers  is  dreadfully  expres-  part  of  our  constitution,  whatever  right  of  pri- 

re  not  touch  the  subject :  but  mogeniture  it  may  claim,  or  whatever  astrolo- 

ited  by  their  silence,  nor  by  gers  may  divine  from  its  horoscope,  can  possibly 

It  is  but  too  plain,  that  our  survive  the  others.  As  they  have  lived,  so  they 
lot  exist  with  such  a  commu-  will  die  together.  I  must  do  justice  to  the  im- 
lumanity,  our  manners,  our  partiality  of  the  jacobins.  I  have  not  observed 
ion,  cannot  stand  with  such  a  amongst  them  the  least  predilection  for  any  of 
the  constitution  is  made  by  those  parts.  If  there  has  been  any  difference 
for  those  things:  without  them  in  their  malice,  I  thmk  they  have  shown  a 
nd  without  them  it  is  no  mat-  worse  disposition  to  the  house  of  commons 
ists  or  not.  than  to  the  crown.  As  to  the  house  of  lords, 
ious  parliamentary  Christmas  they  do  not  speculate  at  all  about  it ;  and  for 
in  both  houses,  you  antici-  reasons  that  are  too  obvious  to  detail, 
-g  • — it  was  a  relaxation  from  The  question  will  be  concerning  the  effect 
oyment ; — it  was  a  pleasant  of  this  French  fraternity  on  the  whole  mass, 
ad,  which  part  of  the  family  Have  we  any  thing  to  apprehend  from  jacobin 
n  was  the  elder  branch  ? —  communication,  or  have  we  not  ?  If  we  have 
rt  did  not  exist  prior  to  the  not,  is  it  by  our  experience  before  the  war,  that 
iier  it  might  exist  and  flourish  we  are  to  presume  that,after  the  war,  no  danger- 
sre  cast  into  the  fire  ?"*  In  ous  communion  can  exist  between  those  who  are 
s  saturnalian  amusement  ge-  well  affecied  to  the  new  constitution  of  France, 
Yf  you  sent  it  down  stairs,  that  and  ill  affected  to  the  old  constitution  here  ? 
night  partake  of  the  entertain-  In  conversation  I  have  not  yet  found  nor 
trtunate  antiquary  and  augur,  heard  of  any  persons,  except  those  who  under- 
ill  this  sport,  may  suffer  in  the  take  to  instruct  the  public,  so  unconscious  of 
lay  and  practical  jokes  of  the  the  actual  state  of  things,  or  so  little  prescient 
3ut  whatever  may  become  of  of  the  future,  who  do  not  shudder  all  over,  and 

feel  a  secret  horrour  at  the  approach  of  this 

In  parliament  upon  motions,  communication.      I  do  not  except  from  this 

Tu^n  the  WMtuSnf  Dec',  observation,  those  who  are  wUling,  more  than 

I  find  myself  disposed,  to  submit  to  this  ftater- 
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nity.    Never  has  it  been  mentioned  in  mjr  just^cation.    Some  of  oar  kingl  h 

hearing,  or  firom  what  I  can  learn  in  my  inquiry,  adulterous  coimections  abroad,  an 

without  the  suggestion  of  an  alien  bill,  or  some  away,  for  foreign  gold,  the  interests 

other  measures  of  the  same  nature,  as  a  de-  of  their  crown.     But,  before  this 

fence  against  its  manifest  mischief.     Who  liberty  has  never  been  corrupted, 

does  not  see  the  utter  insufficiency  of  such  a  say,  that  it  has  never  been  debaudw 

remedy,  if  such  a  remedy  could  be  at  all  adopt-  domestic  relations.     To  this  time  t 

ed  ?    We    expel  suspected    foreigners   from  English  liberty,  and  English  liberty 

hence,  and  we  suffer  every  Englishman  to  pass  love  of  liberty,  and  our  love  of  on 

over  into  France,  to  be  initiated  in   all  the  were  not  distinct  things.    Liberty 

infernal  discipline  of  the  place,  to  cabal,  and  seems,  put  upon  a  larger  and  m 

to  be  corrupted,  by  every  means  of  cabal  and  bottom.    We  are  men,  and  as  me 

of  corruption ;  and  then  to  return  to  England,  ediy,  nothing  human  is  foreign  to 

lliarged  with  their  worst  dispositioas  and  de-  cannot  be  too  liberal  in  our  gene 

signs.    In  France  he  is  out  of  the  reach  of  fer  the  happiness  of  our  kind.    Buti 

your  police ;  and  when  he  returns  to  England,  tions  on  the  mode  of  prrxmring  it  fe 

one  such  English  emissary  is  worse  than  a  ticular  community,  we  ought  to  bo 

legion  of  French,  who  are  either  tongue-tied,  admitting  those,  who  have  no  interc 

or  whose  speech  betrays  them.    But  the  worst  who  have,  perhaps,  an  interest  agai 

aliens  are  the  ambassador  and  his  train.  These  the  ccmsultaiion.    Above  all,  we  cai 

you  cannot  expel  without  a  proof  (alwajrs  di&  cautious  in  our  communication  m 

ficult)  of  direct  practice  against  the  state.    A  who  seek  their  happiness  by  other 

French  ambassador,  at  the  head  of  a  French  those  of  humanity,  morals,  and  rd 

party,  is  an  evil  which  we  have  never  expert-  wliose  liberty  consists,  and  consist! 

enced.    The  mischief  is  by  far  more  visible  being  free  firom  those  restraints  whi 

than  the  remedy.     But,  after  all,  every  such  posed  by  the  virtues  upon  the  passi 

measure  as  an  alien  bill,  is  a  measure  of  hos-  When  we  invite  danger  from  a 

tility,  a  preparation  for  it,  or  a  cause  of  dis-  in  defensive  measures,  we  ought,  C 

pute  that  shall  bring  it  on.     In  effect,  it  is  to  be  sure,  that  it  is  a  species  « 

fundamentally  contrary  to  a  relation  of  amity,  against  which  any  defensive  meaa 

whose  essence  is  a  perfectly  free  communica-  can  be  adopted,  will  be  sufficient, 

tion.    Every  thing  done  to  prevent  it  will  pro-  ought  to  know,  that  the  spirit  of  oi 

voke  a  foreign  war.    Every  thing,  when  we  that  our  own  dispositions,  which  ar 

let  it  proceed,  will  produce  domestic  distrac-  than  laws,  are  susceptible  of  all  th 

tion.    We  shall  be  in  a  perpetual  dilemma ;  sive  measures  which  the  occasion 

but  it  is  easy  to  see,  which  side  of  the  dilem-  quire.    A    third   consideration    is, 

ma  will  be  taken.    The  same  temper  which  these  measures  will  not  bring  mc 

brings  us   to  solicit  a  jacobin  peace,   will  than  strength  to  government;  and 

induce  us  to  temporise  with  all  the  evils  of  it.  whether  the  authority  that  makes  t 

By  degrees  our  minds  will  be  made  to  our  general  corruption  of  manners  and  | 

circumstances.    The  novelty  of  such  things,  can  ensure  their  execution  ?    Le 

which  produces  half  the  horrour  and  all  the  argue  from  the  state  of  things,  m 

disgust,  will  be  worn  off.    Our  ruin  will  be  them  at  present,  concerning  what  %i 

disguised   in  profit,  and  ^the  sale  of  a  few  means  and  capacities  of  governnn 

wretched  baubles  will  bribe  a  degenerate  peo-  the  time  arrives  which  shall  call  fer 

pie  to  barter  away  the  most  precious  jewel  of  commensurate  to  enormous  evils, 

tlieir  souls.    Our  constitution  is  not  made  for  It  is  an  obvious  truth,  that  no  o 

this  kind  of  warfare.    It  provides  greatly  R»r  can  defend  itself:  it  must  be  defem 

our  happiness,  it  furnishes  few  moans  fer  our  de-  wisdom  and  fertitude  of  men.    ^1 

fence.    It  is  fermed,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  what  no  constitution  can  give :  ttn 

the  principle  <^  jealousy  dC  the  crown ;  and  as  gifls  of  God ;  and  he  alone  knows  n 

things  stoiod,  when  it  took  that  turn,  with  very  shall  possess  such  gifls  at  the  time 

great  reason.    I  go  further ;  it  must  keep  alive  in  need  of  them.  Constitutions  fumi: 

some  part  of  that  fire  of  jealousy  eternally  means  of  getting  at  the  natural ;  it 

Mod  chastly  burning,  or  it  cannot  be  the  Bri-  in  this  case  they  can  do.    But  our  e* 

tish  constitution.    At  various  periods  we  have  has  more  impediments  than  helps, 

had  tjranDy  in  this  coimtry,  more  than  enough,  lencies,  when  they  cone  to  bo  put  1 

Wo  hft?o  had  rsbsDkos  with  more  or  less  of  proof,  may  be  found  among  iiid< 
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)ing  looks  more  awful  and  iropoeiog  pleased  with  the  Paris  taste  £>r  the  orders  of 

a  antient  fortification.     Its  lofty  em-  knighthood,'''  he  will  fling  a  bloody  sash  across 

walls,  its  bold,  projecting,  rounded  his  shoulders,  with  the  order  of  the  holy  guillo- 

that  pierce  the  sky,  strike  the  ioiagi-  tine,  surmouutUig  the  crown,  appendant  to  the 

and  promise  inexpugnable  strength,  ribband.    Thus  adorned,  he  will  proceed  irom 

ly  are  the  very  things  that  make  its  Whitechapel  to  the  further  end  of  Pall-Mall, 

S8.    Tou  may  as  well  think  of  opposing  alt  the  Music  of  London  playing  the  Mar- 

hese  old  fortresses  to  the  mass  of  artil-  seillois  hymn  before  him,  and  escorted  by  a 

Hight  by  a  French  irruption  into  the  chosen  detachment  of  the  legion  de  P  EiJutf' 

to  think  of  resisting,  by  your  old  laws  faud.     It  were  only  to  be  wished,  that  no 

r  okl  forms,  the  new  destruction  which  ill-fated  loyalist,  for  the  imprudence  of  his 

ps  of  jacobin   engineers,   of  to-day,  zeal,  may  stand  in  the  pillory  at  Charing- 

for  all  such  forms  and  all  such  laws.  Cross,  under  the  statute  of  King  Charles  the 

the  debility  and  false  principle  of  their  First,  at  the  time  of  this  grand  procession,  lest 

lion  to   resist  the  present  modes  of  some  of  the  rotten  eggs,  which  the  constitu- 

he  fortress  itself  is  in  ruinous  repair,  tional  society  shall  let  fly  at  his  indiscreet 

e  is  a  practicable,  breach  in  every  part  head,  may  hit  the  virtuous  murderer  of  his 

king.    They  might  soil  the  state  dress  which 
is  the  work.    But  miserable  works  the  ministers  of  so  many  crowned  heads  have 
en  defended   by  the  constancy  of  the  admired,  and  in  which  Sir  Clement  Cotterel 
.    Weather-beaten  ships  have  been  is  to  introduce  him  at  St.  James's, 
safe  to  port  by  the  spirit  and  alert-  If  Santecre  cannot  be  spared  from  the  con- 
the  crew.    But  it  is  here  that  we  stitutional  butcheries  at  home,  Tallien  may 
linently  fail.    The  day  that,  by  their  supply  his  place,  and  in  point  qI[  figure,  with 
the  seat  of  regicide  has  its  place  advantage.    He  has  been  habituated  to  covet- 
he  thrones   of  Europe,  there   is  no  missions ;  and  he  is  as  well  qualified  as  San- 
motive  for  zeal  in   their  favour;   it  terre  for    this.      Nero   wished  the   Roman 
test,  be  cokl,  unimpassioned,  dejected,  people  had  but  one  neck.    The  wish  of  the 
oly  duty.     The  glory  will  seem  all  on  more  exalted  Tallien,  when  he  sat  in  judg- 
tr  side.    The  friends  of  the  crown  ment,  was,  that  his  sovereign  had  eighty-three 
sar  not  as  champions,  but  as  victims ;  heads,  that  he  might  send  one  to  every  one  of 
enanced,  mortified,  lowered,  defeated,  the  departments.     Tallien  will  make  an  excel- 
I  fall  into  listlessness  and  indifference,  lent  figure  at  Guildhall,  at  the  next  sherifi''s 
iU  leave  things  to  take  their  course,  feast.    He  may  open  the  ball  with  my  Lady 
le  present  hour,  and  submit  to  the  Mayoress.    But  this  will  be  after  he  has  retir- 
fiite.  ed  from  the  public  table,  and  gone  into  the 
only  an  oppressive  night-mare  with  private  room  for  the  enjoyment  of  more  social 
e  have  been  loaded  ?  Is  it  then  all  a  and  unreserved  conversation  with  the  minis- 
dream,  and  are  there  no  regicides  in  ters  of  state  and  the  judges  of  the  bench. 
I?  Have  we  not  heard  of  that  prodigy  There  these   ministers  and  magistrates  will 
San,  who  would  not  suffer  his  benig-  hear  him  entertain  the  worthy  aldermen  with 
rereign,  with  his  hands  tied  behimi  an  instructing  and  pleasing  narrative  of  the 
stripped  for  execution,  to  say  one  manner  in  which  he  made  the  rich  citizens 
vord  to  his  deluded  people ;  of  San-  of  Bourdeaux  squeak,  and  gently  led  them 
oeommandedthe  drums  and  trumpets  by  the  public  crcKlit  of  the  guillotine  to  dis- 
fxp  to  stifle  his  voice,  and  dragged  gorge  their  anti-revolutionary  pelf, 
kward  to  the  machine  of  murder  ?  All  this  will  be  the  display,  and  the  town- 
•rious  villain  (for  a  few  days  I  may  talk,  when  our  regicide  is  on  a  visit  of  cere- 
so)  stands  high  in  France,  as  in  a  mony.    At  home  nothing  will  equal  the  pomp 
of  robbers  and  murderers  he  ought,  and  splendour  of  the  Hold  de  la  Republique, 
•ders  this  monster  from  being  sent  as  There  another  scene  of  gaudy  grandeur  will 
kir  to  convey  to  his  majesty  the  first  be  opened.     When   his  citizen  excellency 
«ts   of  his    brethren,   the  regicide 

?    They  have  none  that  can  repre-  *^*In  the  eoatume  assumed  by  the  membera 

n  more  properly.    I  anticipate   th  3  of  the  legislative  body,  we  almost  bf^hold  th% 

b««val.    H,  will  a,ak.  hi.  public  j:^^:^^'^'*^^'^^/*!^.,*^;-^^'!*^ 

>  iModaa  on  one  of  the  pale  horses  giaie  of  Great  Britain  and  Franco,  at  the  co-a 

swery       \?  >»4  Va-:w«  th»*  *'    V  r^-icement  of  lht>  year  1796. 
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keeps  the  tttlinl,  which  every  citizen  is  or-     ayowed  them  as  a  part  of  their  pofiiy;  wk 
deied  to  obeeire,  for  the  glorioua  ezecatioo  of     whilst  thej  corrupt yoong  iiuiidilk«e^il» 
Loais  die  Sixteenth,  and  renews  his  oath  of     sure,  they  form  them  to  crimes.    Every  ilea 
detestation  of  kings,  a  grand  ball,  of  course,     of  corporal  grati6catioo  is  carried  to  the  hi^ 
will  be  given  on  the  occasion.    Then  what  a     est  excess,  and  wooed  with  all  the  elefuoe 
hurly-burly;  what  a  crowding;  what  a  glare     that  belongs  to  the  senses.    AW  elegance  d 
of  a  thousand  flambeaus  in  the  square ;  what     mind  and  manners  is  banished.    A  theatri- 
a  clamour  of  footmen  contending  at  the  door;     cal,  bombastic,  windy  phraseology  of  hei(Ne 
vdiat  a  rattling  of  a  thousand  coaches  ofduch-     virtue,  blended  and  mingled  up  with  a  worn      j 
esses,  countesses.  Lady  Marys,  choking  the     dissoluteness,  and  joined  to  a  murderous  and 
way,  and  overturning  each  other  in  a  struggle,     savage  ferocity,  forms  the  tone  and  idiom  of 
who  should  be  first  to  pay  her  court  to  the     their  language  and  their  manners.    Anj  ow     ^ 
eUoj/ermef  the  spouse  of  the  twenty-first  hus-     who  attends  to  all  their  own  descriptions,  nar>     ; 
band,  he  the  husband  of  the  thirty-first  wife,     ratives  and  dissertations,  will  find  in  thatDfaok     | 
and  to  hail  her  in  the  rank  of  honourable     place,  more  of  the  air  6C  a  body  of  asnariw,     ^ 
matrons  before  the  four  days  duration  of  mar-     banditti,  house-breakers,  and  outlawed  nraf>     > 
riage  is  expired!  Morals,  as  they  were:  de-     glers,joinedtothatofagangofstroUingplayen,     l 
corum,  the  great  out-guard  of  the  sex,  and     expelled  from  and  exploded  oiderly  theatres,     j 
the  proud  sentiment  of  honour,  which  makes     with  their  prostitutes  in  a  brothel,  at  their  de-     I 
virtue  more  respectable,  where  it  is,  and  con-     bauches  and  bacchanals,  than  any  thing  of  the 
ceals  human  frailty,  where  virtue  may  not  be,     refined  and  perfected  virtues,  or  the  potiafaed^ 
will  be  banished  from  this  land  ef  propriety,     mitigated  vices  of  a  great  capital, 
modesty,  and  reserve.  Is  it  for  this  benefit  we  open  "  the  usual  r»> 

We  had  before  an  ambassadour  from  the  lat ions  of  peace  and  amity  ?**  Is  it  for  this  oar 
most  Christian  king.  We  shall  have  then  youth  of  both  sexes  are  to  form  themsdves  by 
one,  perhaps  two,  as  lately,  from  the  most  anti-  travel?  Is  it  for  this  that  with  expense  and 
christian  republic.  His  chapel  will  be  great  pains  we  form  tlieir  lisping  infant  accents  to 
and  splendid  ;  formed  on  the  model  of  the  the  language  of  France  ?  I  shall  be  told  that  j 
temple  of  reason  at  Paris,  while  the  famous  this  abominable  medley  is  made  rather  to  revok 
ode  of  the  infamous  Chenier  will  be  sung,  young  and  ingenuous  minds.  So  it  is  in  die 
and  a  prostitute  of  the  street  adored  as  a  description.  So  perhaps  it  may  be  in  reali^ 
goddess.  We  shall  then  have  a  French  am-  to  a  chosen  few.  So  it  may  be  when  the  na- 
bassadour  without  a  suspicion  of  popery.    One     gistrate,  the  law,  and  the  church,  frown  oo  sock 

good  it  will  have :  it  will  go  some  way  in  manners,  and  the  wretches  to  whom  they  be 

quieting  the  minds  of  that  synod  of  zealous  long  ;  when  they  are  chased  from  the  eye  of 

protestant  lay  elders  who  govern  Ireland  on  day  and  the  society  of  civil   life,  into  night' 

the  pacific  principles  of  polemic  theology,  and  cellars,  and    caves,  arki   woods.    But  when 

who  now,  from  dread  of  the  pope,  cannot  take  these  men  themselves  are  the  magistrates,  wh« 

a  cool  bottle  of  claret,  or  enjoy  an  innocept  all  the  consequence,  weight  and  authority  of 

parliamentary  job  with  any  tolerable  quiet.  a  great  nation  adopt  them ;  when  we  see  tbea 

So  far  as  to  the  French  communication  here :  conjoined  with  victory,  glory,  power  and  do- 

— what  will  be  the  effect  of  our  communica-  minion,  and  homage  paid  to  them  by  every  go* 

tion  there  ?   We  know  that  our  new  brethren,  vernment,  it  is  not  possible  that  the  downhil 

whilst  they  every  where  shut  up  the  churches,  should  not  be  slid  into,  recommended  by  erery 

increased  in  Paris  at  one  time,  at  least  four  thing  which  has  opposed  it.    Let  itberemwr 

fold  the  opera  houses,  the  play-houses,  the  bered  that  no  young  man  can  go  to  any  partrf 

public  shows  of  all  kinds,  and,  even  in  their  Europe  without  taking  this  place  ofp«tilenti«l 

state  of  indigence  and  distress,  no  expense  contagion  in  his  way:  and  whilst  the  less  a^ 

was  spared  for  their  equipment  and  decora-  tive  part  of  the  community  will  be  debauched 

tion.     They  were  made  an  affair  of  state,  by  this  travel ;  whilst  children  are  poisoned  »l 

There  is  no  invention  of  seduction,  never  these  schools,  our  trade  will  put  the  finiAiaj 

wholly  wanting   in  that  place,  that  has  not  band  to  our  ruin.    No  factory  will  be  settW 

been    increased  ;    brothels,    gaming-houses,  in  France,  that  will  not  become  a  club  of  coBft' 

every  thing.    And  there  is  no  doubt,  but  when  plete  French  jacobins.     The  minds  of  yow>| 

they  are  settled  in  a  triumphant  peace  they  men  of  that  description,  will  receive  a  taint i: 

will  carry  all  these  arts   to  tlieir  utmost  per-  their  religion,  their  morals  and  their  politics^  1^ 

fection,  and  cover  them  with  every  species  of  which  they  will  in  a  short  time  commuoieat*  1^ 

imposing  magnificence.    They  have  all  along  to  the  whole  kingdom. 
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Whilst  every  thing  prepares  the  body  to  de-  pillars  of  the  crown :  but  when  their  titles  are 
■Mch,  and  the  mind  to  crime,  a  regular  church  rendered   contemptible    and   their    property 
tf  irowed  atheism,  established  by  law,  with  invidious,  and  a  part  of  their  weakness  and 
I  direct  and  sanguinary  persecution  of  Chris-  not  of  their  strength,  they  will  be  found  so  many 
unity,  is  formed  to  prevent  all  amendment  and  degraded  and  trembling  individuals,  who  will 
lemorse.    Conscience  is  formally  deposed  from  seek  by  evasion  to  put  off  the  evil  day  of  their 
its  dominion  over  the  mind.     What  611s   the  ruin.    Both  houses  will  be  in  perpetual  oscil- 
mnsure  of  horrour  is,  that  schools  of  atheism  lation  between  abortive  attempts  at  energy,  and 
ire  set  up  at  the  public  charge  in  every  part  still  more  unsuccessful  attempts  at  compromise, 
tf  the  country.    That  some  English  parents  You  will  be  impatient  of  your  disease,  and 
wiU  be  widced  enough  .to  send  their  children  abhorrent  of  your  remedy.    A  spirit  of  sul^ 
to  such  schools  there  is  no  doubt.    Better  this  terfuge  and  a  tone  of  apology  will  enter  into 
idand  should  be  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  all  your  proceedmgs,  whether  of  law  or  legis- 
dnnthat  (so  far  as  human  infirmity  admits)  it  lation.      Tour  judges,  who   now  sustain  so 
Aookl  not  be  a  country  of  religion  and  morals,  masculine  an  authority,  will  appear  more  on 
With  all  these  causes  of  corruption,  we  their  trial,  than  the  culprits  they  have  before 
nay  well  judge  what  the  general  fashion  of  them.  The  awful  frown  of  criminal  justice  will 
niad  will  be  through  both  sexes  and  all  con-  be  smoothed  into  the  silly  smile  of  seduction, 
ditions.    Such  spectacles,  and  such  examples.  Judges  will  think  to  insinuate  and  sooth  the 
win  overbear  all  the  laws  that  ever  blackened  accused  into  conviction  and   condemnation, 
tte  cumbrous  volumes  of  our  statutes.    When  and  to  wheedle  to  the  gallows  the  most  artful 
royalty  shall  have  disavowed  itself;  when  it  of  all  delinquents.    But  they  will  not  be  so 
Aall  have  relaxed  all  the  principles  of  its  wheedled.    They  will  not  submit  even  to  the 
own    support ;    when    it    has   rendered  the  appearance  of  persons  on  their  trial.    Their 
Ijstem  of  regicide  fashionable,  and  received  claim  to  this  exception  will  be  admitted.    The 
kas  triumphant  in  the  very  persons  who  have  place  in  which  some  of  the  greatest  names 
OQQSolidated  that  system  by  the  perpetration  which  ever  distinguished  the  history  of  this 
sfevery  crime,  who  have  not  only  massacred  country  have  stood,  will  appear  beneath  their 
(be  prince,  but  the  very  laws  and  magistrates  dignity.    The  criminal  will  climb  from  the 
vhich  were  the  support  of  royalty,  and  slaugh-  dock  to  the  side-bar,  and  take  his  place  and 
tired,  with   an  indiscriminate   proscription,  his  tea  with  the  counsel.    From  the  bar  of 
without  regard  to  either  sex  or  age,  every  the  counsel,  by  a  natural  progress,  he  will  as- 
person  that  was  suspected  of  an  inclination  cend  to  the  bench  which  long  before  had  been 
to  king,  law,  or  magistracy — ^I  say,  will  any  virtually  abandoned.    They,  who  escape  from 
one  dare  to  be  loyal  ?     Will  any  one  pre-  justice,  will  not  suffer  a  question  upon  reputa- 
Kmie,  against  both  authority  and  opinion,  to  tion.    They  will  take  the  crown  of  the  cause- 
hold  up  this  unfashionable,  antiquated,  exploded  way:  they  will  be  revered  as  martyrs  ;   they 
constitution  ?  wiU  triumph  as   conquerors.      Nobody  will 
The  jacobin  fection  in  England  must  grow  dare  to  censure  that  popular  part  of  the  tri- 
in  strength  and  audacity ;  it  will  be  supported  bunal,  whose  only  restraint  or  mis-judgment 
by   other  intrigues,   and  supplied  by  other  is  the  censure  of  the  public.    They,  who  find 
resources  than  yet  we  have  seen  in  action,  fault  with  the  decision,  will  be  represented  as 
GiMifounded  at  its  growth,   the  government  enemies  to  the  institution.    Juries,  that  con- 
may  fly  to  parliament  for  its  support.     But  vict  for  the  crown,  will  be  loaded  with  obk>- 
trho  will  answer  for  the  temper  of  a  house  of  quy.    The  juries,  who  acquit,  will  be  held  up 
oommons  elected  under  these  circumstances  ?  as  models  of  justice.    If  parliament  orders  a 
Who  will  answer  for  the  courage  of  a  house  of  prosecution  and  fails,  (as  ftiil  it  will,)  it  wiU 
eommons  to  arm  the  crown  with  the  extraordi-  be  treated  to  its  face  as  guilty  of  a  conspiracy 
■aiy  powers  that  it  may  demand  ?    But  the  maliciously  to  prosecute.    Its  care   in  dis- 
■inisters  will  not  venture  to  ask  half  of  what  covering  a  conspiracy  against  the  state  will 
Ibey  know  they  want.    They  will  lose  half  be  treated  as  a  forged  plot   to  destroy  the 
flf  that  half  in  the  contest :  and    when  they  liberty  of  the  subject ;  every  such  discovery, 
have  obtained   their  nothing,  they  will  be  instead   of    strengthening  government,    will 
driven,  by  the  cries  of  faction,  either  to  de-  weaken  its  reputation. 

■mlish  the  feeble  works  they  have  thrown  up  In  this  state,  things  will  be  suffered  to  pro- 

in  a  hurry  ;  or,  in  effect,  to  abandon  them,  ceed,  lest  measures  of  vigour  should  precipiF 

As  to  the  house  of  lords,  it  is  not  worth  men-  tate  a  crisis.    The  timid   will  act  tkn  from 

tiooing.    The  peers  ought  naturally  to  be  the  character ;  the  wise  from  necessity.  Our  lawi 
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had  done  all  that  the  old  condition  of  things 
dictated  to  render  our  judges  erect  and  inde- 
pendent ;  but  they  will  naturally  fail  on  the 
side  upon  which  they  had  taken  no  precautions. 
The  judicial  magistrates  will  find  themselves 
safe  as  ao^inst  the  crown,  whose  will  is  not 
their  tenure  ;  the  power  of  executing  their 
office  will  be  held  at  the  pleasure  of  those  who 
deal  out  fame,  or  abuse,  as  they  think  fit. 
They  will  begin  rather  to  consult  their  own 
repose  and  their  own  popularity  than  the  criti- 
cal and  perilous  trust  that  is  in  their  hands. 
They  will  speculate  on  consequences,  when 
they  see  at  court  an  ambassador  whose  robes 
are  lined  with  a  scarlet  dyed  in  the  blood  of 
judges.  It  is  no  wonder,  nor  are  they  to  blame, 
when  they  are  to  consider  how  they  shall 
answer  for  their  conduct  to  the  criminal  of 
to-day,  turned  into  the  magistrate  of  to- 
morrow. 

The  press — 
The  army— 

When  thas  the  helm  of  justice  is  abandon- 
ed, an  universal  abandonment  of  ail  other  posts 
will  succeed.  Government  will  be  for  a  while 
the  sport  of  contendmg  factions,  who,  whilst 
they  fight  with  one  another,  will  all  strike  at 
her.  She  will  be  buffeted  and  beat  forward 
and  backward  by  the  conflict  of  those  billows  ; 
until  at  length,  tumbling  from  the  Gallic  coast, 
the  victorious  tenth  wave  shall  ride,  like  the 
bore,  over  all  the  rest,  and  poop  the  shattered) 
weather-beaten,  leaky,  waler-lo«rged  vessel, 
and  sink  her  to  the  bottom  of  the  abyss. 

Among  other  miserable  remedies  that  have 
been  foimd  in  the  materia  medica  of  the  old 
college,  a  change  of  ministry  will  be  propos- 
ed ;  and  probably  will  take  place.  They  who 
go  out  can  never  long  with  zeal  and  good  will 
support  government  in  the  hands  of  those  they 
bate.  In  a  situation  of  fatal  dependence 
on  popularity,  and  without  one  aid  from  the 
little  remaining  power  of  the  crown,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  they  will  take  on  them  that 
odium  which  more  or  less  attaches  upon  every 
exertion  of  strong  power.  The  ministers  of 
popularity  will  lose  all  their  credit  at  a 
stroke,  if  they  pursue  any  of  those  means 
necessary  to  give  life,  vigour,  and  consistence 
to  government.  They  will  be  considered  as 
venal  wretches,  apostates,  recreant  to  all 
their  own  principles,  acts,  and  declarations. 
They  cannot  preserve  their  credit  but  by 
betraying  that  authority  of  which  they  are  the 
guardians. 

To  be  sure,  no  prognosticating  symptoms 
of  these  things  have  as  yet  appeared :  nothing 
even  resembling  their  beginnings.    May  they 


never  appear  !  May  these  prognoslicttiairf 
the  author  be  justly  laughed  at,  and  speedif 
forgotten.  If  nothing  as  yet  to  cause  tbea 
has  discovered  itsf If,  let  us  consider,  in  thi 
author's  excuse,  that  we  have  not  yetieeai 
jacobin  legation  in  England.  The  oatunl, 
declared,  sworn  ally  of  sedition,  has  not  jet 
fixed  its  head-quarters  in  London. 

There  never  was  a  political  contest,  upon 

better  or  worse  grounds,  that  by  the  heat  d 

party  spirit  may  not  ripen  into  civil  confisioo. 

If  ever  a  party  adverse  to  the  crown  ^Kwld  be 

in  a  condition  here  publicly  to  declare  itsdf, 

and  to  divide,  however  unequally,  the  ualunl 

force  of  the  kingdom,  they  are  sure  of  an  ud 

of  fiHy  thousand  men,  at  ten  days  wamia|[, 

from  the  opposite  coast  of  France.  B<tt  afaiiil 

this  infusion  of  a  foreign  force,  the  crowo  hai 

its  guarantees,  old  and  new.     But  I  should  be 

glad  to  hear  something  sai«l  of  the  assistance 

which  loyal  subjects  in  France  have  receifed 

from  other  powers  in  support  of  that  lawM 

government  which  secured  their  lawful  pro* 

perty.     I  should  be  glad  to  know,  if  they  in 

so  disposed  to  a  neighbourly,  provident,  ind 

sympathetic  attention  to  their  public  engaje0> 

ments,  by  what  means  they  are  to  come  at  m. 

Is  it  from  the  powerful  states  of  Holland  «• 

are  to  reclaim  our  guarantee  ?  Is  it  from  tlw 

king  of  Prassia,  and  his  steady  good  affections, 

and  his  powerful  navy,  that  we  are  to  lookiur 

the  guarantee  of  our  security  ?  Is  it  from  the 

Netherlands,  which  the   French  may  cover 

with  the  swarms  of  their  citizen-soldiers  0 

twenty-four  hours,  that  we  are  to  look  for  this 

assistance?  This  is  to  suppose  too  that  ail 

these  powers  have  no  views  offensive  or  n«* 

cessiiies  defensive  of  their  own.    They  will 

cut  out  work  fbr  one  another,  and  France  wiU 

cut  out  work  fiir  them  all. 

That  the  Christian  religion  cannot  exist  ia 
this  country  with  i^uch  a  fraternity,  will  not,  1 
think,  be  disputed  with  me.  On  that  religion, 
according  to  our  mode,  all  our  laws  and  insti- 
tutions stand  as  upon  their  base.  That  schema 
is  supposed  in  every  transaction  of  lifi ;  *^ 
if  that  were  done  away,  every  thing  else,  as  in 
France,  must  be  changed  along  with  it.  Thu^ 
religion  perishing,  and  with  it  this  constitution, 
it  is  a  matter  of  endless  meditation  what  or- 
der of  things  would  follow  it.  But  what  di»» 
order  would  fill  the  space  between  the  presant 
and  that  which  is  to  come,  in  the  gross,  is  no 
matter  of  doubtfiil  conjecture.  It  is  a  great 
evil,  that  of  a  civil  war.  But  in  that  state  d 
things,  a  civil  war  which  wouki  give  to  pnd 
men  and  a  good  cause  some  means  of  struggloi 
is  a  blessing  of  oomparison  that  England  fn& 
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otMJof.    The  momant  the  stnmgle  begins,  fling  indeed— There  w  no  «<*  euthantaia  for 

i^mdM.    They  talk  of  Mr.  Hume's  euthanasia  the  British  constitution— 

■    the  British  coostiuition,  gently  expiring  ^,|,,|,^         ^         ««« 

vilhout  a  groan,  in  the  paternal  arms  of  a 

aaie  monarchy.— In  a  monarchy  !— line  tri-  The  manuscript  copy  of  this  letter  ends  here. 


A  LETTER 

TO  THE  EMPRESS  OF  RUSSIA. 

M ADUff,  truly  and  freely  be  represented ;  that  is,  in  iti 

Thk  comte  de  Woromow,  your  imperial  royal  blood,  where  alone  the  nation  can  be 

Hjeety's  minister,  and  Mr.  Fawkener,  have  represented— that  is,  in  its  natural  and  inherent 

ifcrmed  roe  of  the  very  gracious  manner  in  dignity.    A  throne  cannot  be  represented  by 

Hiidi  your  imperial  majesty,  and  after  your  a  prisun.    The  honour  of  a  nation  cannot  be 

ample,  the  archduke  and  archduchess,  have  represented  by  an  assembly  which  disgraces 

Qsdescended  to  accept  my  humble  endeavours  and  degrades  it;  at  Coblentz  only  the  king 

I  the  service  of  that  cause  which  connects  the  and  the  nation  of  France  are  to  be  found, 
ghts  and  duties  of  sovereigns  with  the  true        Your  imperial  majesty,  who  reigns  and  lives 

Merest  and  happiness  of  their  people.  for  glory,  has  nobly  and  wisely  disdained  to 

If,  confiding  in  titles  derived  from  your  own  associate  your  crown  with  a  Action  which 

XMiness,  I  venture  to   address,  directly  to  has  for  its  object  the  subversion  of  all  thrones. 
Mr  imperial  majesty,  the  expressions  of  my  You  have  not   recognised   this  universal 

atitude  for  so  distinguished  an  hon'Mir,  I  public  enemy  as  a   part  of  the  system  of 

ipe  it  will  not  be  thought  a  presumptuous  Europe.     You  have  refused  to  sully  the  lustre 

trasion.    I  hope,  too,  that   the  willing  ho-  of  your  empire  by  any  communion  with  a  body 

age  I  pay  to  the  high  and  ruling  virtues  of  fanatical  usurpers  and  tyrants,  drawn  out 

^Mh    distinguish    your    imperial    majesty,  of  the  dregs  of  society,  and  exalted  to  their 

d  which  form  the  felicity  of  so  large  a  part  evil  eminence  by  the  enormity  of  their  crimes ; 

the  worki,  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  the  an  assemblage  of  tyrants,  wholly  destitute  of 

igoage  of  adulation  to  power  and  greatness,  any  distinguished  qualification,  in  a  single 

my  humble  situation,  I  can  behold  majesty  person  among  them,  that  can  command  reve- 

its  splendour  wiibmit  being  dazzled,  and  I  rence  from  our  reason,  or  seduce  it  from  our 

1  capable  of  respecting  it  in  its  fall.  prejudices.    These  enemies  of  sovereigns,  if 

It  is,  viadam,  from  my  strong  sense  of  what  at  all  acknowledged,  must  be  acknowledged  on 

due  te  di^rnity  in  undeserved  misfortune,  account  of  that  enmity  alone.      They  have 

It  I  am  led  to  felicitate  your  imperial  ma-  nothing  else  to  recommend  them, 
rty  on  the  use  you  have  lately  made  of  your        Madam,  it  is  dangerous  to  praise  any  hu- 

wcr.    The  princes  and  nobility  of  France,  man  virtue  befiire  the  accomplishment  of  the 

0  ii*om  honour  and  dtity,  from  blood  and  tasks  which  it  imposes  on  itself.  But  in  ex- 
m  principle,  are  attached  to  that  unhappy  pressing  my  part  of  what,  I  hope,  is,  or  will 
»wn,  have  experienced  your  favour  and  become,  tlie  general  voice,  in  admiration  of 
mtenance :  and  there  is  no  doubt,  that  they  what  you  have  done,  I  run  no  risk  at  all. 
U  finally  enjoy  the  full  Ixmefit  of  your  pro-  With  your  imperial  majesty,  declaration  and 
tion.  The  generosity  of  your  imperial  execution,  beginning  and  conclusion,  are, 
jeety  has  induced  you  to  take  an  interest  at  their  different  seasons,  one  and  the  same 
their  cause,  and  your  sagacity  has  made  thing. 

1  perceive,  that  in  the  case  of  the  sovereign  On  the  faith  and  declaration  of  some  of  the 
France,  the  cause  of  all  sovereigns  is  tried ;  first  potentates  of  Europe,  several  thousands 
i  in  the  case  of  its  church,  the  cause  of  ail  of  persons,  comprehendini;  the  best  men  and 
rches  ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  its  nobility  the  best  gentlemen  in  France,  have  given  up 
led  the  cause  of  ail  the  respectable  orders  their  country,  their  h»nise«,  their  fortunes, 
Jl  flociety,  and  even  of  society  itself.  their  professional  situation,  their  ail ;  and  are 
our  imperial  majesty  has  sent  your  mi-  now  in  foreign  lands,  strugsling  under  the 
BT  to  reside  where  the  crown  of  France,  most  grievous  distresses.  Whatever  appeal^ 
lii  diaaslrous  eclipse  of  royalty,  can  alone  ances  may  menace,  nobody  fears  "that  thej 
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can  be  finally  abandoned.    Such  a  derelie-  woric.     If  any  attempt  coold  be  feared,  yonr 

tion  could  not  be  without  a  strong  imputation  imperial  majesty's  power  and  justice  vodd 

on  the  public  and  private  honour  of  sovereignty  secure  your  allies   against  all  danger.  Ihr 

itself,  nor  without  an  irreparable  injury  to  its  dam,  your   glory  will  be   complete,  if  ifitf    ^'' 

interests.    It  would  give  occasion  to  represent  having  given  peace  to  Europe  by  your  modB- 

monarchs  as  natural  enemies  to  each  other  ;  ration,   you    shall  bestow  stability  on  a1  iti 

and  that  they  never  support  or  countenance  governments   by   your  vigour  and  decisioB. 

any  subjects  of  a  brother  prince,  except  when  The   debt    which   your    imperial  majesty*! 

they  rebel  against  him.    We  individuals,  mere  august   predecessors  have   contracted  to  tiw 

spectators  of  the  scene,   but  who  seek  our  antient    manners  of  Europe,   by  means  d 

liberties   under  the   shade  of  legal   authority,  which  they  civilized  a  vast  empire,  wifl  bi 

and  of  course  sympathize  with  the  sufferers  nobly    repaid   by   preserving  those  roaiuien 

in  that  cause,  never  can  permit  ourselves  to  from  the  hideous  change  with  which  they  an 

believe  that  such  an  event  can  disgrace  the  now  menaced.    By  the  intervention  of  Rossti    '^ 

history  of  our  time.      The    only  thing  to  be  the  world  will  be  preserved  firom  baifaarin    ^ 

feared  is  delay  ;  in  which  are  included  many  and  ruin. 

mischiefs.     The  constancy  of  the  oppressed        A  private  individual,  of  a  remote  comtn, 

will  be  broken  ;  the  power  of  tyrants  will  be  in   himself  wholly  without   importance,  ta* 

confirmed.    Already  the  multitude  of  French  authorized  and  unconnected,  not  as  an  Ei^ 

officers,  drawn  from  their  several  corps,  by  lish  subject,  but  as  a  citizen  of  the  mM, 

h(^es  inspired  by  the  freely  declared  disposi>  presumes  to  submit  his  thoughts  to  one  of 

tion  of  sovereigns,  have  left  all  the  posts,  in  the   greatest  and  wisest  sovereigns  that  Eb> 

which  they  might  one  day  have   effectually  rope  has  seen.    He  does  it  without  fear,  be> 

served  the  good  cause  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  cause  he  does  not  involve  in  his  weakneK  (tf 

Your   imperial    majesty's  just   influence,  such  it  is) his  king,  his  country,  or  his frieadk 

which  is  still  greater  than  your  extensive  pow-  He  is  not  afraid  that  he  shall  offend  your  in* 

er,  will  animate  and  expedite  the  efforts  of  perial  majesty;    because,    secure  in  itfeif, 

other  sovereigns.    From  your  wisdom  other  true  greatness  is  always  accessible ;  and  be- 

states  will  learn,  that  they  who  wait  until  all  cause  respectfully  to  speak  what  we  coDoeiTt 

the  powers  of  Europe  are  at  once  iu  motion  to  be  truth  is  the  best  which  can  be  paid  to 

can  never  move  at  all.    It  would  add  to  the  true  dignity. 

unexampled  calamities  of  our  time,  if  the  un-  I  am,  madam,   with  the  utmost  possibk 

common  union  of  sentiment  in  so  many  powers  respect  and  veneration, 
should  prove  the  very  cause  of  defeating  the  Your  imperial  majesty's 

benefit  which  ought  to  flow  from  their  gene-  most  obedient  and 

ral  good  disposition.    No  sovereign  can   run  most  humble  servant, 

any  risk  from    the  designs  of  other  powers,  EDM.  BURKE, 

whilst  engaged  in  this  glorious  and  necessary        Becuxm^fidd,  November  laf,  1791. 
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LETTER 

TO  SIR  CHARLES  BINGHAM,  BART. 

ON  THE  IRISH  ABSENTEE  TAX.* 

SEAR  SIR,  opening  to  our  future  correspondfiBce.   Tbii 

I  AM  much  flattered  by  your  very  obliging     may  bo  my  only  indemnification  for  very  ptit 

letter ;  and  the  rather,  because  it  promises  an     losses.    One  of  the  most  odious  parts  of  th« 

*  From  authentic  documents,  found  with  the  and  avowed  by  his  majesty's  ministers  at  th«l 

copy  of  this  letter  among  Mr.  Burke's  papers,  time.    A  remonstrance  against  this  measure,  M 

It  appears,  that  in  the  year  1773,  a  project  of  highly  unjust  and  impolitic,  was  presented  to 

Imposing  a  tax  upon  all  proprietors  of  landed  the  ministers  by  several  of  the  principal  Iiiah 

"u'**?!  Jli.^'^®'*""' ^^°^®  ordinary  residence  absentees,  and  the  project  was  subMoiwntl} 

■hould  beTin  Great  Britain,  had  been  adopted  abandoned.  buubbsuw*, 
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nposed  absentee  tax  is  its  tendency  to  sepa-  entertain  in  my  mind  any  thing  invidious  eoo- 

Ito  friends,  and  to  make  as  ugly  breaches  in  ceming  the  superintending  authori^  of  Great 

mate  society  as  it  must  make  in  the  unity  of  Britain.    But  if  it  bo  true,  that  the  several 

>•  great  political  body.    I  am  sure,  that  much  bodies  which  make  up  this  complicated  mass, 

r  tlie  satisfaction  of  some  circles  in  London  are  to  be  preserved  as  one  empire,  an  author- 

rfll  be  lost  by  it.    Do  you  think  that  our  friend  ity  sufficient  to  preserve  that  unity,  and  by 

frs.  Vesey,  will  suffer  her  husband  to  vote  its  equal  weight  and  pressure  to  consolidate 

>r  a  tax  that  is  to  destroy  the  evenings  at  the  various  parts  that  compose  it,  must  reside 

loltoQ    Row  ?  I  trust   we  shall  have  other  somewhere :    that  somewhere  can  only  be  in 

^iporters  of  the  same  sex,  equally  powerful,  England.    Possibly  any  one  member,  distinct- 

iid  equally  deserving  to  be  so,  who  will  not  ly  taken,  might  decide  in  favour  of  that  resi- 

bandon  the  common  cause  of  their  own  liber-  dence  within  itself;  but  certainly  no  member 

es  and  our  satisfactions.    We  shall  be  bar-  would  give  its  voice  for  any  other  except  this. 

irised  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  if  we  do  So  that  I  look  upon  the  residence  of  the  su- 

ot  see  one  another  now  and  then.     We  shall  preme  power  to  be  settled  here ;  not  by  fbree 

ak.  into  surly,  brutish  Johns,  and  you  will  or  t3rranny,  or  even  by  mere  long  usage,  but 

generate  into  wild  Irish.    It  is  impossible  by  Uie  very  nature  of  things,  and  the  joint 

ml   we  should   be   the  wiser,  or  the  more  c(msent  of  the  whole  body. 

preeable ;  certainly  we  shall  not   love  one  If  all  tliis  be  admitted,  then  without  que»- 

aother  the  better  for  this  forced  separation,  tion  this  country  must  have  the  sole  right  to 

■hieh  our  ministers,  who  have  already  done  the   imperial   legislation :  by  which  I  mean 

>  much  (or  the  dissolution  of  every  other  sort  that  law  which  regulates  the  polity  and  gbc(^ 

r  good  connection,  are  now  meditating  for  nomy  of  the  several  parts,  as  they  relate  to 

le  further  improvement  of  this  too  well  united  one  another  and  to  the  whole.    But  if  any  of 

mpire.     Their  next  step  will  be   to  encou-  the  parts,  which  (not  for  oppression,  but  for 

age  all  the  colonies,  about   thirty  separate  order)  are  placed  in  a  subordinate  situation, 

vremments,  to  keep  their  people  from  all  willassume  to  themselves  the  power  of  hinder- 

Btercourse  with  each  other,  and  with  the  mo-  ing  or  checking  the  resort  of  their  municipal 

her  country.    A  gentleman  of  New- York  or  subjects  to  the  centre,  or  even  to  any  part  of 

3aH>adoes  will  be  as  much  gazed  at  as  a  tne  empire,  they  arrogate  to  themselves  the 

itnuiige  animal   from  Nova-Zembla  or  Ota-  imperial  rights,  which  do  not,  which  cannot 

leite;  and  those  rogues,  the  travellers,  will  belong  to  them,  and,  so  far  as  in  them  lies, 

:eU  us  what  stories  they  please  about  poor  old  destroy  the  happy  arrangement  of  the  entire 

[reland.  empire. 

In  all  seriousness  (though  I  am  a  great  deal  A  free  communication,  by  discretionary  re^ 

more  than  half  serious  in  what  I  have  he  en  adence,  is  necessary  to  all  the  other  purposes 

saying)  I  look  upon  this  projected  tax  in  a  of  communication.    For  what  purpose  are  the 

rery  evil  light ;  I  think  it  is  not  advisable ;  I  Irish  and  plantation  laws  sent  hither,  but  as 

Am  sure  it  is  not  necessary ;  and  as  it  is  not  a  means  of  preserving  this  sovereign  constitu- 

tnere  matter  of  finance,  but  involves  a  political  tion  ?  Whether  such  a  constitution  was  origi- 

question  of  much  importance,  I  consider  the  nally  right  or  wrong,  this  is  not  the  time  of 

principle  and  precedent  as  far  worse  than  the  day  to  dispute.    If  any  evils  arise  from  it,  let 

thing  itself.    You  are  too  kind  in  imagining  I  us  not  strip  it  of  what  may  be  useful  in   it. 

can  suggest  any  thing  new  upon  the  subject.  By  taking  the  English  privy  council  into  your 

The  objections  to  it  are  very  glaring,  and  must  legislature,  you  obtain  a  new,  a  further,  and, 

strike  the  eyes  of  all  those  who  have  not  their  possibly,  a  more  liberal  consideration  of  all 

reasons  for  shutting  them  against  evident  truth,  your  acts.    If  a  local  legislature  shall,  by  ob- 

I  have  no  feelings  or  opinions  on  this  subject  lique  means,  tend  to  deprive  any  of  the  people 

which  I  do  not  partake  with,  all  the  sensible  of  this  benefit,  and  shall  make  it  penal  to  them 

and  informed  people  that  I  meet  with.    At  to  follow  into  England  the  laws  which  may 

firat  I  could  scarcely  meet  with  any  one  who  affect  them,  then  the  English  privy  council  will 

could  believe  that  this  scheme  originated  from  have  to  decide  upon  your  acts  without  those 

the  English  government.     They  considered  it  lights  that  may  enable  them  to  judge  upon 

■oc  only  as  absurd,  but  as  something  mon-  what  grounds  ^ou  made  them,  or  how  &r 

llitNis  and  unnatural.    In  the  first  instance,  they  ought  to  he  modified,  received,  or  rejected. 

(C  suikes  at  the  power  of  this  country  ;  in  the  To  what  end  is  the  ultimate  appeal  in  judi- 

sad,  at  the  union  of  the  whole  empire.    I  do  cature  lodged  in  this  kingdom',  if  men  may 

lot  memn  to  express,  most  certainly  I  do  not  be  disabled  firom  following  their  suits  here,  and 
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nay  bo  tixed  iato  an  absolute  denial  af  /■(•-  ahoald  always  bato  in  it  mm  fOMMi*^ 

tice  ?  You  obaerve,  my  dear  sir,  ihat  I  do  not  by  connection,  by  property,  or  bf  mif^ 

assert,  that,  in  all  cases,  two  shilling  will  possessions  and  affections, are  ^toriwdwl 

necessarily  cut  off  this  means   of  correcting  welfare  of  that  country.    I  amsocW*!* 

legislative    and  judicial   mistakes,  and  thus  this  point,  not  only  from  the  dear  reasaa 

amount  to  a  denial  of  justice.    I  might  indeed  the  dbing,  but  from  the  constant  ooorse  o(  if 

state  cases,  in  which  this  very  quantum  of  tax  observation,  by  now  having  sat  ^j^  mmM 

would  be  fully  sufficient  to  defeat  tliis  right,  in  parliaroeat,  that  I  declare  it  to  yoQtsM| 

But  I  argue  not  on  the  case,  b«it  on  the  prin-  sincere  opinion,  that  (if  you  must  do  eita 

ciple,  and  I  am  sure  the  principle  implies  it.  the  one  or  the  other)  it  would  be  wiifrbyfai 

They  who  may  restrain,  may  prohibit.    They  and  &r  better  for  Ireland,  that  some  •ewprifr 

who  may  impose  two  shillings,  may  impose  leges  should  attend  the  estates  of  IiiulMii 

ten  shillings  in  the  pound ;  and  those  who  may  members ofthe  two  houses  here,  than  thattbnt 

condition  the  tax  to  six  months  annual  absence  characters  should  be  stained  by  penal  wifait 

may  carry  that  condition  to  six  weeks,  or  even  taons,  and  their  properties  loaded  by  usefdi 

to  six  days,   and  thereby   totally  defeat  the  and  unheard-of  modes  (^  taxation.    Idoreil- 

wise  means  which  have  been  provided  for  ei-  ly  trust,  that  when  the  matter  comes  a  little  la 

tensive  and  impartial  justice,  and  for  orderly,  be  considered,  a  majority  of  our  gentlemen  will 

well-poisod  and  well-connected  government,  consent  to  establish   such  a  principle  of  ^ 

What  is  taxing  the  resort  to  and  residence  qualification  against  themselves  and  their  pot* 

in  any  place,  but  declaring,  that  your  connec-  terity,  and    for  the  sake   of  gratifyiaf;  te    It 

tion  with  that  place  is  a  grievance?  Is  not  schemes  of  a  transitory  administratkn of tbe    «ij 

such  an  Irish  tax,  as  is  now  proposed, a  virtui^  cock-pit  or  the  castle,  or  in  compliance  wiA    ^ 

al  declaration,  that  England  is  a  foreign  coun-  the  lightest  part  of  the  most  vulgar  and  tt» 

try,  and  a  renunciation  on  your  part  of  the  sient  popularity,  fix  so  irreparable  an  ifljwj 

principle  of  common  natteralixatum,  which  runs  on  the  permanent  interest  of  their  country, 
through  this  whole  empire.  This  law  seems,  therefore,  to  me,  to  go  di- 

Do  you,  or  does  any  Irish  gentleman  think  rectly  against  the  fundamental  points  of  the 
it  a  mean  privilege,  that,  the  moment  he  sets  legislative  and  judicial  constitution  of  dwse 
his  foot  upon  this  ground,  he  is  to  all  intents  kingdoms,  and  against  the  happy  comroufuoB 
and  purposes  an  Englishman?  You  will  not  of  their  privileges.  But  there  is  another 
be  pleased  with  a  law  which,  by  its  operation  matter  in  the  tax  proposed,  that  contradicts  tf 
tends  to  disqualify  you  from  a  seat  in  this  par*  essentially  a  very  great  principle  necessary 
liament ;  and  if  your  own  virtue  or  fortune,  for  preserving  the  union  of  the  various  parts 
or  if  that  of  your  children  should  carry  you  or  of  a  state ;  because  it  does,  in  effect,  discoon* 
them  to  it,  should  you  like  to  be  excluded  tenance  mutual  intermarriage  and  inheritaoee; 
from  the  possibility  of  a  peerage  in  this  king-  things  that  bind  countries  more  cbsely  together 
dom?  If  in  Ireland  we  lay  it  down  as  a  max-  than  any  laws  or  constitutions  whatsoever, 
im,  that  a  residence  in  Great  Britain  is  a  po-  Is  it  right  that  a  woman  who  marries  inio 
litical  evil,  and  to  be  discouraged  by  penal  Ireland,  and  perhaps  well  purchases  her  join- 
taxes,  you  must  necessarily  reject  all  the  ppi-  ture  or  her  dower  there,  should  not,  afier  her 
vileges  and  benefits  which  are  connected  with  husband's  death,  have  it  in  her  choice  tore- 
such  a  residence.  turn  to  her  country  and  her  friends  withort 

I  can  easily  conceive,  that  a  citizen  of  Dub-  being  taxed  for  it  ? 
lin,  who  looks  no  further    than  his  counter.         If  an  Irish  heiress  shouki  marry  into  in 

may  think  that  Ireland  will  be  repaid  for  such  English   family,  and  that  great  property  ia 

a  loss  by   any  small  diminution  of  taxes,  or  both  countries  should  thereby  come  to  bo  ani" 

any  increase  in  the  circulation  of  money  that  ted  in  this  common  issue,  shall  the  deaceD- 

may  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  claret  or  dant  of  that  marriasre   abandon  his  naturil 

groceries  in  his  corporation.     In  such  a  man  connection,  his   family   interests,  his  puUic 

an  errour  of  that  kind,  as  it  would  be  natural,  and  private  duties,  and  be  compelled  to  take 

would  be  excusable.    But  I  cannot  think  that  up  his  residence  in  Ireland  ?  Is  there  any  sense 

any  educated  man,  any  man  who  looks  with  or  any  justice  in  it,  unless  you  affirm  tint 

an  enlightened  eye  on  the  interest  of  Ireland,  there  shall  be  no  such  intermarriage  and  no 

can  believe  that  it  is  not  highly  for  the  advan-  such  mutual  inheritance  between  the  natives? 

tage  of  Ireland,  that  this  parliament,  which.  Is  there  a  shadow  of  reason,  that  because  & 

whether  right  or  wrong,  whether  we  will  or  Lord  Rockingham,  a  Duke  of  Devonshire,  t 

not,  will  make  some  laws  to  bind  Ireland,  Sir  GeogeSaville,po«es8  property  in  Ireland, 
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descended  to  them  without  abj  for  that  pupil's  particular  diartcter   and  cir- 

8,  they  sbosid  abandoo  their  duty  eumstances  ?  Can  he  justify  his  sendin^r  him 

It,  and  spend  the  winters  in  Dul>>  to  travel,  a  necessary  part  of  the  higher  style 

ving  spent  the  sessitm  in  West-  of  education,    and,    nolhwithstanding   what 

ust  they  abandon  their  seats  and  some  narrow  writers  have  said,  of  great  be- 

iraily  interest  in  Yorkshire  and  neiit  to  all  countries,  but  very  particularly 

and  pass  the  rest  of  the  year  in  so  to  Ireland  ?  Suppose  a  guardian,   under 

n  Coric,  Of  Tyrone  ?  the  authority  or  pretence  of  such  a  tax  of 

:  the  consequence  must  be,  from  a  police,  had  prevented  our  dear  friend,  Lord 

igislature  considering  itself  as  an  Charlemont,  from    going  abroad,  would   ha 

I    body,   and   attempting   to  en-  have  lost  no  satisfaction  ?  WouM  his  friends 

ial  residence.    A  man  may  have  have  lost  nothing  in  the  companion  f  Would 

nore  parts  than  two  of  this  empire,  his  country  have  lost  nothing  in  the  cultivated 

iTO  property  in  Jamaica  and  in  taste  with  which  he  has  adorned  it  in  so  many 

rica,  as  well  as  in  England  and  ways  ?  His  natural  elegance  of  mind   would 

know  some  that  have  property  in  undoubtedly  do  a  great  deal ;  but  I  will  ven- 

What shall  we  say  to  this  case?  ture  to  assert,  without  the  danger  of  being 

or  distracted  citizen  of  the  whole  contradicted,  that  ho  adorns  his  present  resi- 

in  compliance  with  your  partial  dence  in  Ireland  much  the  more   for  having 

d  his  family,  bid  adieu  to  his  con-  resided  a  long  time  out  of  it.    Will  Mr.  Flood 

d  settled  himself  quietly  stud  snug  himself  think  he  ought  to  have  been  driven  by 

ox  by  the  Liffey,  he  hears  that  the  taxes  into  Ireland,  whilst  he  prepared  himself, 

»f  Grreai  Brirain  is  of  opinion,  that  by  an  English  education,  to  understand  and  to 

estates  ought  to  be  spent  in  Eng-  defend  the  rights  of  the  subject  in  Ireland,  or 

lat  they  will  tax  him  double  if  he  to  support  the  dignity  of  government  there, 

turn.    Suppose  him  then,  (if  the  according  as  his  opinions,  or  the  situation  of 

e  two  laws  will  permit  it)  provid-  things,  may  lead  him  to  take  either  part,ut>on 

;  camp,  and  dividing  his  year  as  respectable  principle!)  ?  I  hope  it  is  not  forgot, 

an,  between  England  and  Ireland,  that    an    Irish   act   of  parliament  sends  its 

harge  of  two  town-houses  and  two  youth  to  England  for  the  study  of  the  law,  and 

ses  in  both  kingdoms ;  in  this  sit-  compels  a  residence  in  the  inns  uf  court  here 

receives  an  account  that  a  law  is  for  some  years.    Will  you  send  out  with  one 

from  Jamaica,  and  another  from  breath   and   recall  with  another  ?  This  act 

ia,  to  tax  absentees  from   these  plainly    provides  for  that  iitiercourse   which 

which   are   impoverished  by  the  supposes  the    strictest   union  in    laws  and 

esidence  of  the  possessors  of  their  policy,  in  both  which  the  intended  tax  sup- 

IV  is  he  to  escape  this  rieodut  cross-  poses  an  entire  separation, 

many  opposite  batteries  of  police  It  would  be  endless  to  go  into  all  the  inconve- 

on?  If  he  attempts  to  comply,  he  niences  this  tax  will  lead  to,  in  the  conduct 

t)e  more  a  citizen  of  the  Atlantic  of  private  life  and  the  use  of  property.    How 

he  Iiish  sea,  than  of  any  of  these  many  infirm  people  are  obliged  to  ctuuige  their 

The  matter  is  absurd  and  ridicu-  climate,  whose  life  depends  upon  that  change  ? 

hile-ever  the  ideas  of  mutual  mar*  How  many  families  straitened  in  their  circum- 

ritances,  purchases,  and  privileges  stances  are  there,  who,  from  the  shame,  some- 

I  never  be  carried  into  execution  times  from  the  utter  impossibility  otherwise 

Ml  sense  or  common  justice.  of  retrenching,  are  obliged  to  remove  from 

know  how  gentlemen  of  Ireland  their  country,  in  order  to   preserve  their  es- 

tch  an  idea  to  their  own  liberties,  tates  in  their  families  ?  You  begin  then   to 

itural  use  and  enjoyment  of  their  burthen  these  people  precisely  at  the    time 

*  any   of  their  children  should  be  when  their  circumstances  of  health  and  fortune 

UMrity,  and  a  guardian  should  think,  render  them  rather  ol^ects  of  relief  and  com- 

I,  (it  matters  not  whether  properly  miseration. 

his  ward  had  better  be  educated  I  know  very  well,  that  a  great  proportion 

or  university  here  than  in  Ireland,  of  the  money  of  every  subordinate  country  will 

that  he  can  justify  the  bruiging  a  flow  towards  the  metropolis.    This  isunavoid- 

per  cent.,  perhaps  twenty,  on  his  able.      Other  inconveniences  too  will  result 

te,  by  giving  what,  in  his  upinioo,  to  particular  parts : — and  why  ?  Why,  becausa 

education  in  generali  or  the  beat  they  are  particular  part* ;  each  a  member  of 
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a  greater,  and  not  an  whole  within  itself.  Tuesday,  in  town,  and  I  was  obliged  ti 

But  those  members  are  to  consider,  whether  to  the  country  on  business.    From  thi 

these  inconveniences  are  not  fully  balanced,  try  I  write  at  present ;  but  this  day  I  ) 

perhaps  more  than  balanced,  by   the  united  to  town  again.    I  shall  see  Lord  Rodd 

strength  of  a  great  and  compact  body.    I  am  who  has  spared  neither  time  <m'  trouble 

sensible  too  of  a  difficulty,  that  will  be  started  king  a  vigorous  opposition  to  this  iiM 

against  the  application  of  some  of  the  principles  rate  measure.    I  hope  to  be  able  to  » 

which  I  reason  upon,  to  the  case  (rf*  Ireland,  the  papers,  which  will  give  you  inform 

It  will  be  said,  that  Ireland,  in  many  par-  the  steps  he  has  taken.    He  has  pur« 

ticulars,  is  not  bound  to  consider  itself  as  a  business  with  the  foresight,  diligence  i 

part  of  the  British  body ;  because  this  country,  sense,  with  which  he  generally  resisti 

in  many   instances,  is  mistaken  enough  to  stitutional  attempts  of  government.    1 

treat  you  as  foreigners,  and  draws  away  your  disinterestedness,  generosity,  and  publ 

money  by  absentees,  without  sufiering  you  to  are  his  titles  to  have  it  believed,  diai 

enjoy  your  natural  advantages  in  trade  and  feet,  which  the  tax  may  have  upon  hi: 

commerce.    No  man  living  loves  restrictive  property,  is  not  the  sole  nor  the  princ 

regulations  of  any  kind  less  than  myself:  at  tive  to  his  exertions.    I  know  he  is  d 

best,  nine  times  in  ten,  they  are  little  better  that  the  opposition  in  Ireland  ought  tc 

than  laborious  and  vexatious  follies :  oflen,  as  ried  on  with  that  spirit,  as  if  no  aid 

in  your  case,  they  are  great  oppressions,  as  pected  from  this  country  ;  and  here,  i 

well  as  great  absurdities.      But  still  an  in-  thing  would  be  done  in  Ireland — man 

jury  is  not  always  a  reason  for  retaliation ;  have  been  lost  by  not  acting  in  this  n 

nor  is  the  folly  of  others,  with  regard  to  us,  a  I  am  told  that  you  are  not  likely  to 

reason  for  imitating  it  with  regard  to  them,  in  the  generous  stand  you  are  to  make 

Before  we  attempt  to  retort,  we  ought  to  con-  this  unnatural  monster  of  court  populai 

aider,  whether  we  may  not  injure  ourselves  is  said,  Mr.  Hussey,  who  is  so  very  c 

«ven  more  than  our  adversary ;  since,  in  the  able  at  present,  and  who  is  every  (bin 

contest  who  shall  go   the  greatest  length  in  pectation,  will  give  you  his  a8sistanc< 

absurdity,  the  victor  is  generally  the  greatest  joice  to  see  (that  very  rare  spectade) 

sufferer.    Besides,  when   there  is  an  unfor-  mind,  a  great  genius,  and  public  actiri 

ttmate  emulation  in  restraints  and  oppressions,  ted  together,  and  united  so  early  in  li 

the  question  of  ttrength  is  of  the  highest  im-  not  running  into  every  popular  hurooor, 

portance.    It  little  becomes  the  feeble  to  be  depend  upon  it,  the  popularity  of  hii 

unjust.    Justice   is  the  shield  of  the  weak  ;  ter  will  wear  the  better. 

ai^  when  they  choose  to  lay  this  down,  and  „            ^        . 

c-i.*  ^^\,^A  :»  41... ..»«»..»«  «r  «.-..«  »n.o..  «k<i  Non  poiiebat  enim  rumores  ante  salotei 

fight  naked  m  the  contest  of  mere  power,  the  grgo  postque  magisque  virl  nunc  gloria 
event  will  be  what  must  be  expected  from  such 

imprudence.  Adieu,  ray  dear  sir.    Give  my  beat  i 

I  ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for  running  into  to  Lady  Bingham ;  and  believe  me,  wii 
this  length.    You  want  no  arguments  to  con-  •  truth  and  esteem, 

vince  you  on  this  subject ;  and  you  want  no  Your  most  obedient 

resources  of  matter   to  convince  others.    I  Beaconsfield,    and  most  humble  aer 

ought  too  to  ask  pardon  for  having  delayed  my  SOth  October,  1T7S.            EDM.  BC 

answer  bo  long ;  but  I  received  your  letter  on  To  Sir  Charles  Bingham. 
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MT  DEAR  CHARLES,  I  told  you  as  much,  in  the  same  genen 

I  AM,  on  many  accounts,  exceedingly  p1ea3-  by  the  post.    My  opinion  of  the  inBdi 

ed  with  your  journey  to  Ireland.    I  do  not  think  that  conveyance  hindered  me  from  bei 

it  was  possible  to  dispose  better  of  the  inter-  ticular.    I  now  sit  down  with  malitie  p 

▼al  betweeo  this  and  the  meeting  of  parliament,  to  kill  you  with  a  very  long  letSttf,  ai 
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tikeny  chance  for  some  safe  method  of  con-  because  it  is  impossible,  in  their  8ituati<Mi,  to 

nfiflg  the  dose.    Before  I  say  any  thing  to  avoid  taking  some  part.    All  this  it  is  impos- 

jott  of  the  place  you  are  in,  or  the  business  of  sibie  to  change,  and  to  no  purpose  to  complain 

it,  on  which,  by  the  way,  a  great  deal  might  of. 

&e  said,  I  will  turn  myself  to  the  concluding        As  to  that  popular  humour,  which  is  the 
part  of  your  letter  from  Chatsworth.  medium  we  float  in,  if  I  can  discern  any  thing 
You  are  sensible  that  I  do  not  differ  from  at  all  of  its  present  slate,  it  is  far  worse  than 
yoo  in  many  things  ;  and  most  certainly  I  do  1  have  ever  known,  or  could  ever  imagine  it. 
not  dissent  iirom  the  main  o£  your  doctrine  con-  The  faults  of  the  people  are  not  popular  vices ; 
eeming  the  heresy  of  depending  upon  contin-  at  least  they  are  not  such  as  groW  out  of  what 
fBBcies.    You  must  recollect  how  uniform  my  we  used  to  take  to  be  the  English  temper  and 
Mntiroents  have  been  on  that  subject.    I  have  character.    The  greatest  number  have  a  sort 
fver  wished  a  settled  plan  of  our  own,  found-  of  an  heavy,  lumpish  acquiescence  in  govem- 
•d  in  the  very  essence  of  the  American  busi-  ment,  without  much  respect  or  esteem  for 
Mas,  wholly  unconnected  with  the  events  of  those  that  compose  it.    I  really  cannot  avoid 
die  war,  and  framed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  making  some  very  unpleasant  prognostics  firom 
keep  up  our  credit,  and  maintain  our  system  this  disposition  of  the  people.     I  think  many 
•t  home,  in  spite  of  any  thing  which  may  hap-  of  the  symptoms  must  have  struck  you ;  I  will 
peo  abroad.     I  am  now  convinced,  by  a  long,  mention  one  or  two,  that  are  to  me  very  re- 
•ad  somewhat  vexatious  experience,  that  such  markable.    You  must  know,  that  at  Bristd 
apian  is  absolutely  impracticable.    I  think  we  grow,  as  an  election  interest,  and  even  as  a 
with  you,  that  some  faults  in  the  constitution  party  interest,  rather  stronger  than  we  were 
of  those  whom  we  mu^t  love  and  trust,  are  when  I  was  chosen.    We  have  just  now  a 
liMOg  the  causes  of  this  impracticability  ;  majority  in  the  corporation.    In  this  state  of 
tb^  are  faults  too  that  one  can  hardly  wish  matters,  what,  think  you,  have  they  done  ? 
IwB  perfectly  cured  of,  as  I  am  afraid  they  They  have  voted  their  freedom  to  Lord  Sand- 
Ire  intimately  connected  with  honest,  disin-  wich,  and  Lord  Suffolk  ! — to  the  first,  at  the 
(crested  intentions,  plentiful  fortunes,  assured  very  moment  when  the  American  privateers 
tink,  and  quiet  homes.    A  great  deal  of  acti-  were  domineering  in  the  Irish  sea,  and  taking 
vitjT  and  enterprise  can  scarcely  ever  be  ex-  the  Bristol  traderfi  in  the  Bristol  channel ;-— to 
peeled  from  such  men,  unless  some  horrible  the  latter,  when  his  remonstrances  on  the  sub- 
calamity  is  just  over  their  heads;  or  unless  ject  of  captures  were  tlie  jest  of  Paris  and  of 
hdj  saSer  some  gross  personal  insults  from  Europe.    This  fine  step  was  taken,  it  seems, 
X>wer,  the  resentment  of  which  may  be  as  un-  in  honour  of  the  zeal  of  these  two  profound 
(uiet  and  stimulating  a  principle  in  their  minds  statesmen,  in  the  prosecution  of  John  the  pain- 
ts ambition  is  in  those  of  a  different  complex*  ter;  so  totally  negligent  are  they  of  every 
on.     To  say  the  truth,  I  cannot  greatly  blame  thing  essential,  and  so  long  and  so  deeply  a& 
bem.    We  live  at  a  time  when  men  are  not  fected  with  trash  the  most  low  and  contempt- 
epaid  in  fame  for  what  they  sacrifice  in  inter-  ible  ;  just  as  if  they  thought  the  merit  of  Sir 
>at  or  repose.  John  Fielding  was  the  most  shining  point  in 
On   the  whole,  when  I  consider  of  what  the  character  of  great  ministers,  in  the  most 
Uscordant,  and  particularly  of  what  fleeting  critical  of  all  times,  and,  of  all  others,  the  most 
Qaterials,  the  opposition  has  been  all  along  deeply  interesting  to  the  commercial  world ! 
composed,  and  at  the  same  time  review  what  My  best  friends  in  the  corporation  had  no  other 
laord  Rockingham  has  done,  with  that  and  with  doubts  on  the  occasion,  than  whether  it  did  not 
lis  own  shattered  constitution,  for  tliese  last  belong  to  me,  by  right  of  my  representative 
ivelve  years,  I  confess  I  am  rather  surprised  capacity,  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  auspicious 
bat  he  has  done  so  much  and  persevered  so  compliment.    In  addition  to  this,  if  it  could  re- 
ong,  than  that  he  has  felt  now  and  then  some  ceive  any  addition,  they  now  employ  me  to 
iold  fits,  and  that  he  grows  somewhat  languid  solicit,  as  a  favour  of  no  small  magnitude,  that 
lod  desponding  at  last.    I  know,  that  he  and  after  the  example  of  Newcastle,  they  may  be 
hose   who   are   much  prevalent   with   him,  suffered  to  arm  vessels  for  their  own  defence  in 
hough  they  are  not  thought  so  much  devoted  the  channel.     Their  memorial,  under  the  seal 
i  popularity  as  others,  do  very  much  look  to  of  Merchant's-hall,  is  now  lying  on  the  table 
M  people  ;  and  more  than  I  think  is  wise  in  before  me.    Not  a  soul  has  the  least  sensibility 
leoi,  who  do  so  little  to  guide  and  direct  the  on  finding  themselves,  now  for  the  first  time, 
iUic  opinion.  Without  this  they  act,  indeed ;  obliged  to  act  as  if  the  community  were  dis- 
il  tiiey  act  as  it  were  from  compulsion,  and  solved,  and,  afler  enormous  payments  toward^ 
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the  common  protection,  each  part  was  to 
defend  itself,  as  if  it  were  a  separata 
state. 

I  don't  mention  Bristol,  as  if  that  were  th© 
part  furthest  gone  in  this  modificarion.  Par 
from  it:  I  know  that  there  is  rather  a  little 
more  life  in  us  than  in  any  other  place.  Id 
Liverpool  they  are  literally  almost  ruined  by 
this  American  war ;  but  they  love  it  as  they 
suffer  from  it.  In  short,  from  whatever  I  see, 
and  from  whatever  quarter  I  hear,  I  am  con- 
▼inced,  that  every  thing  that  is  not  absolute 
stagnation,  is  evidently  a  party  spirit,  very 
adverse  to  our  politico,  and  to  the  principles 
from  whence  they  arise.  There  are  manifest 
remarks  of  the  resurrection  of  the  lory  party. 
They  no  longer  criticise,  as  all  disengaged 
people  in  the  world  will,  on  the'  acts  of  go^ 
vemment ;  but  they  are  silent  under  every 
evil,  and  hide  and  cover  up  every  ministerial 
blunder  and  misfortime,  with  the  officious  zeal 
of  men  who  think  they  have  a  party  iif  their 
own  to  support  in  power.  The  lories  do  uni- 
versally think  their  power  and  consequence 
involved  in  the  success  of  this  American  busi- 
ness. The  clergy  are  astonishingly  warm  in 
it ;  and  what  the  tories  are  when  embodied 
and  united  with  their  natural  head,  the  crown, 
and  animated  by  their  clergy,  no  man  knows 
better  th.m  yourself  As  to  the  whigs,  [  think 
them  far  from  extinct.  They  are,  what  they 
always  were,  (except  by  the  able  use  of  oppor- 
tunihes)  by  fir  the  weakest  party  in  this 
country.  They  have  not  yet  learned  the  ap- 
plication of  their  principles  to  the  present 
state  of  thing<) ;  and  as  to  the  dissenters,  the 
main  effective  part  of  the  whig  strength,  they 
are,  tou;<e  a  favotirite  expression  of  our  Ame- 
rican campaign  style,  **  not  all  in  force.** 
They  will  do  very  little ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can 
discern,  are  rather  intimidated  than  provoked 
at  the  denunciations  of  the  court,  in  the  arch- 
bishop of  York's  sermon.  I  thought  that 
sermon  rather  imprudent,  when  I  first  saw  it; 
but  it  seems  to  have  done  its  business. 

In  this  temper  of  the  people,  I  do  not  whoHy 
wonder  that  our  northern  friends  look  a  litll« 
towards  events.  In  war,  particularly,  I  am 
afraid  it  must  be  so.  There  is  something  so 
weighty  and  decisive  in  tlie  events  of  war, 
something  that  so  completely  overpowers  the 
imagination  of  the  vulgar,  that  all  counsels 
must,  in  a  great  degree,  be  subordinate  to, 
and  attendant  on  them.  I  am  sure  it  was  so 
in  the  last  war  very  eminently.  So  that  on 
the  whole,  what  with  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  temper  of  our  own  friends,  and 
tbo  domineering  necessities  of  war,  we  must 


quietly  give  ap  all  ideas  of  any  wtded,  ^ 
concerted  plan.     We  shall  be  lucky  enci^ 
if,  keeping  ourselves  attentive  and  tlert,  «• 
can  contrive  to  proAt  of  the  occasioM  as  ^ 
arise;  though  1  am  sensible,  that  thoie «h» 
are  best  provided  with  a  general  scheme,  w 
fittest  to  take  advantage  of  all  cootiogeDciei. 
However,  to  act  with  any  people  with  *• 
least  degree  of  comfort,  J  believe  we  ■nt 
contnTe  a  little  to  araimilate  to  their  dunO' 
ter.     We  must  gravitate  towards  them,  if  M 
would  keep  in  the  same  sjrstem,  or  expect  tkit 
they  should  approcush  towards  us.    They  wt 
indeed  worthy  of  much  eoocessioa  tad  Mp 
nagement    I  am  quite  convinced,  that  ^ 
are  the  honestest  public  men  that  svsr  appei^ 
ed  in  this  country,  and  I  am  surs  that  Aif 
are  the  wisest,  by  &r,  of  those  whoappev  ■ 
it  at  present.    None  of  those  who  are  eoM' 
nuaUy  complaining  of  them,  btrt  ars  the** 
selves  just  as  chargeable  with  all  thsir  &ai^ 
and  have  a  decent  stock  of  their  own  into  ihf 
bargain.    They  (our  friends)  are,  1  a(kait,tf 
you   very  truly  represent   them,  but  iodifa' 
rently  qualified  for  storming  a  citadel.   AAf 
all,  God  knows  whether  this  citadel  k  to  kt 
stormed  by  them,  or  by  any  body  else ;  hj  thi 
means  they  use,  or  by  any  means.    I  kaeWi 
that   as  they  are,  abstractedly  speaking,  H 
b'ame,  so  there  are  those  who  ery  oat  agaisrt 
them  for  it,  not  with  a  friendly  complaint,  M 
we  do,  but  with  the  bitterness  of  enemies.  Bit 
I  know  too,  that  those  who  blame  them  ftr 
want  of  enterprize,  have  shown  no  activity  il 
all  against  the  common  enemy ;  all  their  lUl 
and  all  their  spirit  have  been  shown  only  ii 
weakenins,dividing,and  indeed  destroying  theif 
allies.     What  they  are,  and  what  we  are,  il 
now  pretty  evidently  experienced;  and  iti 
certain,  that  partly  by  our  common  fiwdts, 
much  more  by  the  difficulties  of  our  si'ual^, 
and  some  circumstances  of  unavoidable 
fortune,  we  are  in  little  better  dian  a  sort 
enl'de-iac.    For  my  part,  I  do  all  I  can  V 
prive  ease  to  ray  mind  in  this  strange  posiM** 
I  rcntember,  some  years  ago,  when  ( 
pressing  sf>me  points  with  great  eagerness 
anxiety,  and  complaining  with  grcMitt  venti 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond  of  the  little 
I  made,  he  told  me  kindly,  and  I  believe 
truly,  that,  though  he  was  far  from  tkiakinf 
himself,  other  people  could  not  be  psrssadsd 
had  not  some  latent  private  interest  in  pi 
lishing  these  matters,  which  I  nrged  wilii 
earnestness  so  extreme,  and  so  murh  t 
proaehing  to  passion.      He  was  certMoly 
the  right.     I  am  thoroughly  resoWed  to 
both  to  fl^raeif  and  to  my  frUodn,  Im 
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M  subjects  than  hitherto  I  have  itself  in  anotiwr  yearns  war,  merely  (or  our 

ch  less  indeed.  dignity,  how  can  we,  who  are  principals  m 

oidd  grow  too  earnest,  you  wiU  be  the  quarrel,  hold  off?  This  scheme  of  policy 

lezcusafale  than  I  was.    Your  hav-  seems  to  me  so  very  obvious,  and  is  likely  to 

into  affairs  so  much  yoimger,  ought  be  of  so  much  service  to  the  present  system, 

m  too  familiar  to  you  to  be  the  cause  Uiat  I  cannot  conceive  it  possd)le  they  should 

itatioo,  and  yon  have  much  more  neglect  it,  or  something  like  it.    They  have 

or  your  work.    Do  not  be  in  haste,  already  put  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  proof. 

Hindations  deep  in  public  (^ini<Mi.  Have  they  not  borne  the  earl  of  Buckinfham- 

i  you  .are  sensiUe)  I  have  never  shire  ?  the  person  who  was  empbyed  to  move 

be  least  hint  of  advice  about  join-  the  fiery  committee  in  the  house  of  lords,  in 

in  a  declared  connection  with  our  order  to  stimulate  the  ministry  to  this  vear, 

0  I  now;  yet  as  I  k>ve  that  party  who  was  in  the  chair,  and  who  moved  the 
md  am  clear  that  you  are  better  resolutions. 

'e  them  than  any  man  I  know,  I  It  is  within  a  few  days  of  eleven  years 

ings  should  be  so  kept  as  to  leave  since  I  was  in  Ireland,  and  then  i^er  an 

jT  very  open  to  one  another  in  all  absence  of  two.    Those  who  have  been  ab- 

1  contingencies  ;  and  I  wish  this  sent  from  any  scene  for  even  a  much  -shorter 
•ecause,  in  order  to  be  very  great,  time,  generally  lose  the  true  practical  notion 
ious  that  you  shoukl  be,  (always  of  the  country,  and  of  what  may  or  may  not 
hat  you  are  disposed  to  make  a  be  done  in  it.    When  I  knew  Ireland,  it  was 

power)  you  will  certainly  want  very  different  from  the  irtate  of  England,  where 

support  than  merely  that  of  the  government  is  a  vast  deal,  the  public  some- 

r  I  much  doubt,  whether,  with  all  thing,  but  individuals  comparatively  very  little. 

you  are  the  man  formed  for  ao  But  if  Ireland  bears  any  resemblance  to  what 

.   interiour  favour  in  this  court,  it  was  some  years  ago,  neither  government 

therefore  wish  you  a  firm  ground  nor  public  opinion  can  do  a  great  deal ;  almost 

7 ;  and  I  do  not  know  so  firm  and  the  whole  is  in  the  hands  of  a  few  leading 

bottom  to  build  on  as  our  party,  people.    The  populace  of  Dublin,  and  some 

>  done  with  this  matter ;  and  you  parts  in  the  north,  are  in  some  sort  an  excep- 

;ht  to  have  finished  it  long  ago.  tion.      But  the  primate,  Lord  Hillsborough, 

to  Ireland.  and  Lord  Hertford,  have  great  sway  in  the  . 

hat  I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  latter,  and  the  former  may  be  considerable  or 

dative  to  it,  from  thence  or  from  not,  pretty  much  as  the  Duke  of  Leinster 

that  I  am  only  going  to  state  to  pleases.    On  the  whole,  the  success  of  go- 

ectures  as  to  facts,  and  to  specu-  vemment  usually  depended  on  the  bargain 

m  these  conjectures.     I  have  a  made  with  a  very  few  men.    The  resident 

1  that  the  lateness  of  our  meet-  lieutenancy  may  have  made  some  change,  and 

ig  to  the  previous  arrangements  given  a  strength  to  government,  which  formerly, 

nrfand.    I  suspect  they  mean  that  I  know,  it  had  not;  still,  however,  I  am  of 

Id  take  a  sort  of  lead,  and  act  an  opinion,  the  former  state,   though  in  other 

in  this  war,  both  with  men  and  hands  perhaps,  and  in  another  manner,  still 

will  sound  well,  when  we  meet,  continues.      Tho  house  you  are  connected 

he  active  7-eal  and  loyalty  of  the  with  is  grown  into  a  much  greater  degree  of 

■eland,  and  contrast  it  with  the  power  than  it  had,  though  it  was  very  con- 

irit  of  America.    It  will  be  a  siderable  at  the  period  I.  speak  c£    If  the  D. 

>— the  perfect  confidenco  of  Ire-  of  L.  takes  a.  popular  part,  he  is  sure  of  the 

power  of  the  British  parliament,  city  of  Dublin,  and  he  has  a  young  roan  at- 

I  they  will  argue  the  little  danger  tached  to  him,  who  stands  very  forward  in 

lependency  of  the  crown  has  to  parliament  and  in  professicm,  and,  by  what  I 

xn  the  enforcement  of  that  author-  hear,  with  more  good  will  and  less  envy  than 

be,  too,  somewhat  flattering  to  usually  attends  so  rapid  a  progress.     Tho 

gentlemen,  who  might  otherwise  movement  of  one  or  two  principal  men,  if  they 

uUen,  to  hold  out  that  the  burthen  manage  the  little  popular  strength  whieh  w  te 

f  to  rest  upon  them:  and  it  will  be  foimd  in  Dublin  and  Ulfiter,  may  do  a 

ride  to  be  told  that  Ireland  has  great  deal,  especially  when  money  is  to  be 

spped  forward;  and  when  a  de-  saved  and  taxes  to  be  kept  off.  I  confess  I  shoukl 

ik  kingdom  has  already  engaged  despair  of  your  succeeding  with  any  of  tbemt  if 
,—23 
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%ktj  CMHotbe  WMtm&ed  that  evciy  job  wlridi 
ibcjr  cwi  look  fcr  ro  aceount  cfcanraif  ilm  Me«- 
nire,  woimI  be jo«*.  asnjretotlMMilbribeironfi- 
wmrj  nipp<Mt  o^  forernowDt.  Thej  are  ea- 
aeotial  lo  pyvrraoMDl;  which  at  diia  timm 
mum.  sot  bo  dioiurtied,  aad  iheir  ■eutraKly 
will  be  porchaaed  at  aa  hifh  a  price  aa  ibeir 
allianee  odeoaive  aad  defenaive.  Novr,  asbjr 
aupfiortiaf ,  tbey  umj  ^  as  aandi  aa  bj  bc^* 
traying  their  eouatry,  k  aMMt  be  a  great  lea»> 
iog  to  tinrpimde  flat  can  waake  them  take  a 
part  io  thii  war.  I  am  safaified,  that  if  the 
Duke  of  Leinter  and  Lord  SliMnoa  woald 
act  together,  this  buviness  could  not  go  oo ;  or 
if  either  of  them  took  part  with  Poaaoaby,  it 
traukl  hare  no  better  success.  Hotchinaoa's 
situalioa  is  much  ahered  since  I  saw  yoo. 
To  pleaaa  Tisdall,  he  had  been  in  a  naaner 
laid  aside  at  the  castle.  It  is  now  to  be  seen, 
whether  he  prefers  the  gratificatioo  of  his 
resentment  and  hu  appetite  f(»r  popularity, 
both  of  which  are  strong  enough  in  him,  to 
the  adrantages  which  hk  independence  givea 
him  of  making  a  new  bargain,  aad  accurao- 
biting  new  offices  on  his  heap.  Pray  do  not 
be  asleep  in  this  scene  of  action ;  at  this  time, 
if  I  am  right,  the  principal.  The  protestanta 
of  Ireland  will  be,  I  think,  in  general,  back- 
ward; tbay  Ibrm  infinitely  the  greatest  part  of 


thelaadedaBdike 

wil  Boc  Bse  to  par.    The 

efh«fh«; 
have,  their 


lose,  wyi  always  be 
Bui  this  is  not 
Ibis  should  pnwe  a  dreaai,  ho«efcr,kl 
binder  you  frooi  writing  to  bk  tad  lA 
au.  Ton  will  easily  nrfbte,  in  jorea 
tion,  the  liftJe  topiea  which  tbey  wfll  m 
anch  aa  that  Ireland  is  a  boat  ari  i 
with  the  ship ;  that,  if  the  AmericMi  e 
ed  only  fiortbcb' liberties,  it  woald  bedi 
but  since  they  have  dedared  ariipa 
and  so  ibrth — 

Ton  are  happy  in  enjoyii^  Towaskai 
pany.  Remember  roe  to  him.  Hew 
like  his  private  siuiatifm,  ai  a  eoaair 
be  was  the  sun  of  the  sovereip) 
Bivke  and  the  two  Ricfaardi  idi 
occdially. 


] 


MeaooH^M,  Odoberm,  1777. 


A  LETTER 

TO  THE  MARaUIS  OF  ROCKINGHAM.* 


MT  DCAm  LORD, 

I  AM  afraid  that  I  ought  rather  to  beg  your 
pardon  for  troubling  you  at  all  in  this  season 
of  repose,  than  to  apologize  for  having  been  so 
long  silent  on  the  approaching  business.  It 
comes  upon  tis,  not  iiideed  in  the  roost  agreea- 
ble manner ;  but  it  does  come  upon  us :  and, 
I  believe,  your  friends  in  general  are  in  ex- 
pectatkm  of  finding  your  lordship  resolved  in 

*  This  letter,  with  the  two  addresses,  which 
follow  it,  was  written  upon  occasion  of  a  pro* 
posed  secession  from  parliament  of  the  mem- 
Ders  In  both  houses,  who  had  opposed  the 
measures  ofgnvernment,  In  the  contest  between 
this  ennntry  ami  the  colonies  In  North  Amerca, 
ftomthe  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  art. 
It  aiipears,  firom  an  enddrsement  written  by 
Mr.  Burke  on  the  manuscript,  that  he  warmly 
recommended  the  measure,  but  (for  what  rea* 
anoB  Is  not  stattd)  it  was  not  adopted. 


what  way  you  are  to  meet  it.  Tba  i 
tion  is  fiill  of  difficulties ;  but  the  di 
tion  is  necessary. 

The  affairs  of  America  seem  to  ht 
towards  a  crisis.  The  Howes  an 
time  in  possession  of,  or  aUe  to  aitaf  t 
middle  coast  of  America,  from  Dek 
the  western  boundary  of  Massachwi 
the  naval  barrier  on  the  side  of  0 
broken ;  a  great  tract  of  country  ii 
the  supply  of  the  troops  ;  the  river 
opens  a  way  into  the  heart  of  the  pi 
and  nothing  can,  in  all  probabOilyi 
an  early  and  ofiensive  campaign.  1 
Americans  have  done,  is,  in  iheirciP 
ces,  truly  astonishing ;  it  is,  indeed, 
more  than  I  expected  from  them.  I 
ing  done  so  much,  for  some  riiort  tine 
to  entertain  an  opiaioB  that  tfaej  ■ 
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h  k  now  howeveTi  evident,  that  they  100  membera  of  the  house  of  oommon  Toted 
ook  standing  annieB  in  the  face.  They  last  year,  with  some  civility  to  the  party, 
Hour  in  every  thing,  even  in  numbers ;  whidi  held  out  those  terms,  it  would  undoubfr- 
io  the  number  ofthoee,  whom  they  keep  ediy  have  an  efl^t  to  revive  the  cause  of 
lal  duty  and  in  regular  pay.  There  our  liberties  in  England,  and  to  give  the  colo> 
f  the  best  accounts,  not  to  be  above  nies  some  sort  of  mooring  and  anchorage  in 
,000  men  at  most,  in  their  grand  ar-  this  country.  It  seemed  to  me,  that  Frank- 
be  rest  are  militia,  and  not  wonderful-  lin  might  be  made  to  feel  the  propriety  of  such 
imposed  or  disciplined.  They  decline  a  step ;  and  as  I  have  an  acquaintance  with 
U  engagement,  prudently  enough,  if  him,  I  had  a  strong  desire  of  taking  a  turn  to 
ect  had  been  to  make  the  war  attend  Paris.  Every  thing  else  failing,  one  might 
treaty  of  good  terms  of  subjection:  obtain  a  better  knowledge  of  the  general  as- 
Q  they  look  further,  this  will  not  do.  pect  of  affairs  abroad,  than  I  believe,  any  of 
',  that  is  obliged  at  all  times,  and  us  possess  at  present.  The  Duke  of  Portland 
ations,  to  decline  an  engagement,  may  approved  the  idea.  But  when  I  had  conversed 
ir  ruin,  but  caa  never  defend  their  with  the  very  few  of  your  lordship's  friends, 

Foreign  assistance  they  have  little,  who  were  in  town,  and  considered  a  little 
nor  are  likely  soon  to  have  more,  more  maturely  the  constant  temper  and  stand- 
in  effect,  has  no  king,  nor  any  minis-  ing  maxims  of  the  parly,  I  laid  aside  the  de- 
sdited  enough  either  with  the  court  sign ;  not  being  desirous  of  risking  the  dis- 
,  to  undertake  a  design  of  great  mag-  pleasure  of  those,  for   whose  sake  alone  I 

wished  to  take  that  fatiguing  journey  at  this 

3  state  of  diings,  I  persuade  myself,  severe  season  of  the  year. 

is  come  to  Paris,  to  draw  from  that  The  Duke  of  Portland  has  taken  with  him 

sfinitive  and  satisfactory  answer  con-  some  heads  of  deliberation,  which  were  the 

le  support  of  the  colonies.   If  he  can-  result  of  a  discourse  with  his  grace  and  Mr. 

ich  an  answer  (and  I  am  of  opinion,  Montagu  at  Burlington  house.    It  seems  es- 

Bsent  he  cannot)  then  it  is  to  be  pre-  sential  to  the  cause,  that  your  lordship  shoukl 

)  is  authorized  to  negociate  with  Lord  meet  your  friends  with  some  settled  plan,  ei* 

.  on  the  basis  of  dependence  on  the  ther  of  action  or  inaction.    Your  friends  will 

This  I  take  to  be  his  errand :  for  I  certainly  require  such  a  plan,  and  I  am  sure 

I  believe  that  he  is  come  thither  as  a  fu-  the  state  of  affairs  requires  it,  whether  they 

m  his  cause  in  the  hour  of  its  distress,  call  for  it  or  not.    As  to  the  measure  of  a 

is  going  to  conclude  a  long  life,  which  secession  with  reasons,  after  rolling  the  inat- 

iteued  every  hour  it  has  continued,  ter  in  my  head  a  good  deal,  and  turning  it  a 

bul  and  dbhonourable  a  flight.     On  hundred  ways,  I  confess  I  still  think  it  the 

ositioo,  I  thought  it  not  wholly  impos-  most  advisable,  notwithstanding  the  serious 

iX  the  whig  party  might  be  made  a  objections,  that  lie  against  it,  and  indeed,  the 

lediators  df  the  peace.    It  is  unnatiH  extreme  uncertainty  of  all  political  measures, 

>po6e,  that,  in  making  an  acconmio-  especially  at  this  time*    It  provides  for  your 

M  Americans  should  not  choose  ra-  honour.     I  know  of  nothing  else,  that  can  so 

ive  credit  to  those,  who  all  along  have  well  do  this :  It  id  something,  perhaps  all,  that 

the  measure  of  ministers,  than   to  can  be  done  in  our  present  situation.    Some 

imselves  wholly  on  the  merCy  of  their  precaution,  in  this  respect,  is  not  without  its 

nifbrm,  and  systematic  eneraieisi.    It  motives.     That  very  estimation,  for  which 

the  victorious  enemy,  that  has  the  you  have  sacrificed  every  thing  else,  is  in 

offer ;  the  vanquished  party  and  their  some  danger  of  sidering  in  the  general  wre^ ; 

je,  both  of  them,  reduced  in  their  and  perhaps  it  is  likely  to  sulRnr  the  more, 

ind  it  is  certain,  that  those,  who  are  because  you  have  hitherto  eonfkled  more,  than 

roken  and  subdued,  have  no  option,  was  quite  prudent,  in  the  clearness  of  your  in- 

this  is  hardly  yet  the  case  of  the  tentions,  wad  in  the  solidity  of  the  popular 

H,  in  this  middle  state  of  their  af^  judgment  upon  tfiem.    The  former,  indeed, 

A  impaired,  but  not  perfectly  ruined)  is  out  of  the  power  of  events  ;  the  latter  is  fUll 

d  think  it  must  be  their  interest  to  of  levity,  and  the  very  creature  of  fortune, 

if  possible,  some  further  security  for  However,  such  as  it  is  (and  for  one  I  do  not 

I,  which  they  may  obtain  from  their  think  I  am  inclmed  to  overvalue  it)  both  our 

If  the  congress  could  be  brought  interest  and  our  duty  make  it  necessary  for 

e  in  fiivoor  of  those  terms,  for  which  us  to  attend  to  it  very  carefully,  so  long  as  w» 
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act  a  part  in  public.  The  measure  you  take  miklert  coutm  will  be  aach  an  addrev  fill 
for  this  purpose  may  produce  no  immediate  parliament,  as  the  bouse  of  oommoni  niii 
effect ;  but  with  regurd  to  the  party  and  the  to  the  kiug  on  the  London  remonstnao*  ji 
principles,  for  whose  sake  the  party  exists,  all  the  year  1760.  This  address  will  beUkmd 
hope  of  their  preservation  or  recovery  depends  by  addresses  of  a  similar  tendenry,  fron  d 
updfi  your  preserving  your  reputation.  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  overpowv 

By  the  conversation  of  some  friends,  it  you  with  what  they  will  endeavour  to  pan  V 
aeeined  as  if  they  were  willing  to  fall  in  with  the  united  voice  and  sense  of  the  natiaa 
this  design,  because  it  promised  to  emanci-  But  if  they  intend  to  proceed  fiirtber,  asd  li 
pate  them  from  the  servitude  of  irksome  bu*  take  steps  of  a  more  decisive  nature,  yoo  an 
siuess,  and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  then  to  consider,  not  what  they  majr  ImJIf 
retiring  to  ease  and  tranquillity.  If  that  be  and  justly  do,  but  what  a  parliament,  oiniM|M^ 
their  object  in  the  secession  and  addresses  tent  in  power,  influenced  with  party  nge  ul 
proposed,  there  surely  never  were  means  personal  resentment,  operating  under  the  » 
worse  chosen  to  gain  their  end  ;  and  if  this  plicit  military  obedience  of  court  disc^jaiir 
be  any  part  of  the  project,  it  were  a  thousand     is  capable  of.     Though  they  have  made  MM 

times  better  it  were  never  undertaken.     The  successful  experiments   on  juries,  they  iril 

measure  is  not  only  unusual,    and  as  such,  hardly  trust  enough  to  them  to  orderapro» 

critical,  but  it  is  in  its  own  nature  strong  and  cution  lor  a  supposed  libel.      They  isaj  pi*' 

vehement  in  a  high  degree.     The  propriety  ceed  in  two  ways,  either  by  an  tmpeatkm^li 

therefore,  of  adopting  it  depends  entirely  upon  in  which  the  tories  may  retort  on  the  vbi|l 

the  spirit,  with  which  it  is  supported  and  fol-  (  but  with  belter  success,  though  in  a  woM 

lowed.      To  pursue    violent  measures  with  cause)  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Sack* 

languor  or  irresolution  is  not  very  consistent  everel,  or  they  may,  without  this  form,  proceaii 

in  speculation,  and  not  more  reputable  or  safe  as  against  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  by  aid 

in  practice.     If  your  lordship's  friends  do  not  of  pains  and  pendties  more  or  less  grienHk 

go  to  this  business  with  their  whole  hearts,  if  The  similarity  of  the  cases,  or  the  ju9tice,il 

they  do  not  feel  themselves  uneasy  without  it,  (as  I  said)  out  of  the  question.      The  took 

if  they  do  not  undertake  it  with  a  certain  de-  of  proceeding  has  several  very  antieni,  ail 

gree  of  zeal,  and  even  with  warmth  and  in-  very  recent  precedents.    None  of  these  nia> 

dignation,  it  had  better  be  removed  wholly  out  thods  is   impossible.      The  court  may  sekl 

of  our  thoughts.    A  measure  of  less  strength  three  or  four  of  the  most  distinguished  amoif 

and  more  in  the  beaten  circle  of  affairs,  if  you  for  the  victims;  and  tberefbre  nothiagii 

supported  with  spirit  and  industry,  would  be  more   remote  from  the   tendency  of  the  pnh 

on  all  accounts,  infinitely  more  eligible.     We  posed  act,  than  any  idea  of  retirement  orre*    * 

have  to  consider  what  it  is,  that,  in  this  un>  pose.    On  the  contrary,  yon  have  all  of  voOy 

dertaking,  we  have  against  us;  we  have  the.  as  principals  or  auxiliaries,  a  much  better  aid 

weight  of  king,  lords,  and  commons,  in  the  more  desperate  conflict,  in  all  probability,  la 

other  Kcale :  we  have   against  us,  within  a  undergo,  than  any  you  have  been  yet  engafti 

trifle,  the  whole  body  of  the  law  :  we  oppose  in.    The  only  question  is,  whether  the  nk 

the  more  considerable  part  of  the  landed  and  ought  to  be  run   for  the  chance  (and  it  iaM 

mercantile  interests  :  we  contend,  in  a  man-  more)  of  recalling  the  people  of  England  la    ^^ 

ner,  against  the  whole  church :  we  set  our  their  antient  principles,  and  to  that  persoaal 

faces  against  great  armies  flushed  with  victory,  interest,   which   formerly    they   took   in  »li 

and  navies,  who  have  tasted  of  civil  spoil,  and  public  affairs  7    At  any  rate,  I  am  sure  it  ii 

have  a  strong  appetite  for  more  :  our  strength,  right,  if  we  take  this  step,  to  take  it  with  a 

whatever  it  is,  must  depend,  for  a  good  part  of  full  view  of  the  consequences ;  and  with  mii«i« 

its  effect  upon  events  not  very  probable.    In  and  measures  in  a  stale  of  preparation  to  meet 

such  a  situation,  such  a  step  requires  not  only  them.    It  is  not  becoming,  that  your  boUaesi 

great  magnanimity,  but  unwearied  activity  and  should  arise  from  a  want  of  foresight    llii 

perseverance,  with  a  good  deal  too  of  dexterity  more  reputable,  and  certainly  it  is  more«ft 

and  management,  to  improve  every  accident  too,  that  it  should  be  grounded  on  the  cvid* 

in  our  favour.  necessity  of  encountering  the  dangen,  wbick 

The  delivery  of  this  paper  may  have  very  you  for^e^. 
important  consequences.    It  is  true,  that  the        Your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  » 

court  may  pass  it  over  in  silence  with  a  real  suse  me,  if  I  stale,  in  strong  terms  the  difr 

or  affected  contempt.    But  this  I  do  not  think  cullies  attending  a  measure,   which,  oo  tht 

ao  likely.    If  they  do  take  notice  of  it,  the  whole,  I  heartily  concur   in.    But  ai|  froB 


II 

h 

I! 

I; 

t 

li 

ll 
I 

^ 


Hi 


AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  KING.                                S59 

importance,  I  can  be,  personally,  two  or  three  times  returned  to  it,  and  inune- 

ot   to   the  most  trying  part  of  the  diately  after  a  vigorous  act  of  opposition.    As 

lences,  it  is  as  little  my  desire  to  urge  to  trials  of  the  temper^of  the  house,  there  have 

lo  dangers,  in  which  I  am  myself  to  been  of  that  sort  so  many  already,  that  I  see  no 

inconsiderable  a  share.  reason  for  making  another,  that  would  not  hold 

a  measure  should  be  thought  too  great  equally  good  for  another  after  that ;  particularly 

'   strength,  or  the  dispositions  of  the  as  nothing  has  happened  in  the  least  calculated 

tb«i  the  point  will  be  to  consider,  what  to  alter  the  disposition  of  the  house.    If  the 

I  done  in  parliament.    A  weak,  irrof  secession  were  to  be  general,  such  an  attend- 

lesuhory,  peevish  opposition  there  will  ance,  followed  by   such  an  act,  would  have 

meh  too  little  as  the  other  may  be.  too  force  ;  but  being,  in  its  nature,  incomplete  and 

hat  scheme  ought  to  be  such  as  to  have  broken,  to  break  it  further  by  retreats  and 

fluecession  of  measures ;  else  it  is  im-  returns  to  the  chase,  must  entirely  destroy  itf 

9  to  secure  any  thing  like  a  regular  at-  effect.  I  confess,  I  am  quite  of  the  D.  ofM*a 
»  ;  opposition   will  otherwise  always  opinion  in  this  point. 

.  disreputable  air  ;  neither  will  it  be  I  send  your  lordship  a  corrected  copy  of  the 

9,  without  that  attendance,  to  persuade  paper ;  your  lordship  will  be  so  good  to  com- 

(i^that  we  are  in  earnest.    Above  all,  municate  il,  if  you  should  approve  of  the  alte- 

10  should  be  well  digested  for  the  first  rations,  to  lord  .T.  C.  and  SirG.  S.  I  showed 
rhere  is  one  thing  in  particular  I  wish  it  to  the  D.  of  P.  before  his  grace  left  town, 
mnend  to  your  lordship's  consideration ;  and  at  his,  the  D.  of  P's  desire,  I  have  sent 
the  opening  of  the  doors  of  the  house  it  to  the  D.  of  R.  The  principal  alteration  is 
poas.  Without  this,  I  am  clearly  con-  in  the  pages  last  but  one .  It  is  made  to  remove 
it  will  be  in  the  power  of  ministry  to  a  difficulty,  which  had  been  suggested  to  Sir 
tr  Apposition  appear  without  doors  just  G.  S.  and  which  he  thought  had  a  good  deal  in 
t  light  they  please.  To  obtain  a  gal-  it.  I  think  it  much  the  better  for  that  altera- 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world,  if  we  tion.  Indeed  it  may  want  still  more  correo- 
sAsdl  to  cultivate  the  esteem  of  our  tions,  in  order  to  adapt  it  to  the  present  or 
rioilRy  the  resolution  and  energy  with  probab\e  future  slate  of  things. 

MB  Sb^  a^inst  them :  but  if  their  satis*  What  shall   I  say  in  excuse  for  this  long 

indgood  humour  be  any  part  of  our  letter,  which  frightens  me  when  I  look  back 

lie  attempt,  I  admit,  is  idle.  upon  it  ?  Your  lordship  will  take  it,  and  all  in 

eonie  conversation,  before  I  left  town,  it,  with  your  usual  incomparable  temper,  which 

>  D.  of  M.    He  is  of  opinion,  that,  if  carries  you  through  so  much  both  from  enemies 

era  to  your  resolution  of  seceding,  you  and  friends.    My  most  humble  respects  to  lady 

Mt  to  appear  on  the  first  day  of  the  R.  and  believe  me,  with  the  highest  regard, 

.     He  thinks  it  can  have  no  effect,  ever,  &c.                                             E.  B. 

olireak  the  continuity  of  your  conduct,  I  hear  that  Dr.  Franklin  has  had  a  most 

reby  to  weaken  and  fritter  away  the  extraordinary  reception  at  Paris  from  ail  ranks 

im  of  it.    It  certainly  will  seem  odd  of  people. 

lolenin  reasons  for  a  discontinuance  of  Beaconsfield,  Monday  night. 

in  parliament,  after  having  Jan.  6, 1777. 
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jour  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  your  royal  house,  and  with  the  most  unfeigned 

:,  several  of  the  peers  of  the  realm,  and  devotion  to  your  true  interest,  beg  leave,  at 

members  of  the   house  of  commons,  this  crisis  of  your  affairs,  in  all  humility  to 

bj  the  people  to  represent  them  in  par-  approach  your  royal  presence. 

,  do,  in  our  individual  capacity,  but  Whilst  we  lament  the  measures  adopted  by 

Murts  filled  with  a  warm  affection  to  the  public  councils  of  the  kingdom,  we  do  not 

ijesty,  with  a  strong  attachment  to  mean  to  question  the  legal  validity  of  their 

proceedings.     We  do  not  desire  to  appeal 

*  See  note,  p.  359.  from  them  to  any  person  whatsoever.    We  do 
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not  dispute  the  ooodusire  mnthoritjr  of  the  —-the  nuscooduct  of  go«<enaMBt;-»dit  hf 

bodies,  in  whidi  we  hare  a  place,  orer  an  their  are  owing  to  plans  kid  in  enrnm,  fmd 

members.    We  know,  that  it  is  our  ordinary  with  obsdoacj,  and  coiidiicted  withool  wi^ 

duty  to  submit  ouraehres  to  the  determinations  dom. 

of  the  majority,  in  every  thing,  except  what        We  cannot  attribute  so  much  to  AepcMT 

regards  the  just  defence  of  our  honour  and  r»-  of  faction,  at  the  eExpense  of  famHUiBSliie,!! 

puution.    But   the  situation  into  which  the  to  suppose,  that,  in  any  part  of  the  wmV,i 

British  empire  has  been  brought,  and  the  coo-  combination  of  nen,  few  in  number,  aot  o» 

duct,  to  which  we  are  reluctantly  driren  in  that  siderable  in  rank,  of  no  nntnral  hendiiHy  di* 

situation,  we  hold  ourselves  bound  by  the  r»-  pendencies,  tbouU  be  able,  by  the  cftrti  i 

lation,  in  which  we  stand  both  to  the  crown  their  policy  akme,  or  the  mere  exertkaflfa^ 

and  the  people,  clearly  to  explain  to  your  m»-  talents,  to  bring  the  people  of  yoiv  Aimrial 

jesty  and  our  country.  dominionB  krto  the  dispositioiis  which  kss  f» 

We  have  been  called  upon  in  the  speech  duced  the  present  troubles.    We  caMote» 

from  the  throne  at  the  opening  of  this  session  ceif  e,  that,  without  some  powerfiil  cmmw$ 

of  parliament,  in  a  manner  peculiarly  marked,  cause,  tny  management  shouU prevail oi Ml 

singularly  emphatical,  and  from  a  place,  from  millions  of  people,  dispersed  over  an  whdi 

whence  any  thing  implying  censure  falls  with  continent,  in  thirteen  provincea,  not  M^.** 

no  common  weight,  to  concur  in  unanimous  connected,  but  in  many  particulars  of  rwgiar 

approbation  of  Uiose  measures,  which  have  manners,  government,  and  local  interesttoWtf 

produced  our  present  distresses,  and  |hr^ten  different  and  adverse,  Toluntarily  to  MWt 

us  in  future  with  others  far  more  grievous,  them  selves  to  a  suspension  of  all  the  proAia 

We  trust,  therefore,  that  we  shall  stand  justi-  industry  and  all  the  oomibrU  ef  civil  life,  i<> 

fied  in  (Bering  to  our  sovereign  and  the  public  ded  to  all  the  evils  of  aa  uoeyial  war,  ci 

our  reasons  for  persever^g  inflexibly  in  our  ed  on  with  circumstances  of  the  gfealiil 

uniform  dts.«ent  irom  every  part  of  those  mea-  perity  and  rigour.    This,  nr,  we  eoM« 

stires.    We  lament  them  firom  an  experience  could  never  have  happened,  but  finn  a  |<V* 

of  their  mischief,  as  we  originally  opposed  ral  sense  of  some  grievance,  so  radical  i»  ^ 

them  from  a  sure  foresight  of  their  imhappy  nature,  and  so  spreading  in  its  eSeds,  tf  ^ 

and  inevitable  tendency.  poison  all  the  ordinary  satis&ctions  of  Umi^ 

We  see  nothing  in  the  present  events,   in  discompose  the  frame  of  society,  and  lo  ca* 

the  least  degree,  sufficient  to  warrant  an  alter-  vert  into  fear  and  hatred,  that  habitnal  IM** 

ation  in  our  opinion.    We  were  always  stead-  rence  ever  paid  by  mankind  to  an  anciaaCMs 

ily  averse  to  this  civil  war — not  because  we  venerable  government. 
thought  it  impossible  that  it  should  be  attend-        That  grievance  is  as  simple  in  its  Bttati 

ed  with  victory ;  but  because  we  were  fully  and  as  level  to  the  most  ordinary  wmiMiUd 

persuaded,  that  io  such  a  contest,  victory  would  ing,  as  it  is  powerful  in  affecting  the  ■>! 

only  vary  the  mode  of  uur  ruin ;  and,  by  mak-  languid  passions : — it  u 
ing  it  less  immediately  sensible,  would  render        "  an  attempt  mads  to  disposb  erTft 
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k  the  more  lasting  and  the  more  irretrievable,  propertt  or  a  whols  peopub 

Experience  had  but  too  fully  instructed  us  in  their  consent.*' 
tiie  possibility  of  the  reduction  of  a  free  people        Your  majesty's  English  subjects  in  dtscd**    f 

to  slavery  by  foreign  mercenary  armies.    But  nies,  possessing  the  (miinary&culties  of  nM* 

we  had  an  horrour  of  becoming  the  instruments  kind,  know,  that  to  live  imder  such  a  pbB«    . 

in  a  design,  of  which,  in  our  turn,  we  might  government  is  not  to  live  in  astateof  fcesdfl^ 

become  the  victims.    Knowing  the  inestima-  Your  English  subjects  in  the  ookniss,  n^     . 

ble^  value  of  peace,  and  the  contemptible  value  impressed  with  the  antient  feetings  of  the  p** 

of  what  was  sought  by  war,  we  wished  to  com-  pie  from  whom  they  are  derived,  caanot  IH* 

pose  the  distractions  of  our  country,  not  l^  the  under  a  government  which  does  not  estakbik 

use  of  foreign  arms,  but  by  prudent  regula-  freedom  as  its  basis, 
tions  in  our  own  domestic  policy.  We  deplored,        This  scheme  being  therefere  set  19  in  A* 

as  your  majesty  has  done  in  your  speech  from  rect  opposition  to  the  rooted  and  oonfinai' 

the  throne,  the  disorders  which  prevail  in  your  sentiments  and  habits  of  thinking  of  an  vbw 

empire :  but  we  are  convinced,  that  the  disor-  people,  has  produced  the  eflects  which  irtf    ^ 

ders  of  the  people,  in  the  present  time  and  in  must  result  from  such  a  collision  of  power  t>J 

the  present  place,  are  owing  to  the  usual  and  opinion.    For  we  beg  leave,  with  aHdo^tf* 

natural  cause  of  such  disorders,  at  all  times  humility,  to  represent  to  your  majesty,  («kil 

and  in  all  places,  where  such  have  prevailed,  we  fear  has  bc«n  industriously  concealed  fit* 
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paa)  that  it  is  nol  menly  the  opinion  of  a  vo-  prevention  in  our  hands,  we  were  to  Bubniit  to 

L great  number  or  even  of  the  majority,  hut  taxes,  to  which  we  did  not  consenl,  either  di- 

oniversal  sense  oTthe  whole  bodjr  of  the  rectly,  or  by  a  representation  of  the  people 

people  in  these  provinces,  that  the  practice  securing  to  us  the  substauiiial  benefit  of  an 

of  taking  ill  the  mode  and  on  the  principles  absolutely  free  disposition  of  our  own  property 

Miich   have  been  lately  contended  for  and  in  that  important  case.     And  we  add,  sir, 

irfucml,  is  subversive  of  ail  their  rights.  that  if  fortune,  instead  of  blessing  us  with  a 

This  sense  has  been  declared,  as  we  un-  situation,  where  we  may  have  daily  access  to 

fai  slaml  on  good  information,  by  the  unaai-  the  propitious  presence  of  a  gracious  prince, 

■tons  voice  of  all   their   assemblies ;   each  had  fixed  us  in  settlemenls  <m  the  remotest 

^■imbly  also,  on  this  point,  is  perfectly  unan-  part  of  the  globe,  we  must  carry  these  senti- 

itwii  within  itself.    It  has  been  declared  as  meats  with  us,  as  part  of  our  being ;  persuad- 

Iriljf  hj  the  actual  voice  of  the  people  without  ed,  that  the  distance  of  situation  would  render 

dbsse  assemblies,  as  by  the  constructive  voice  this  privilege  in  the  disposal  of  property  but 

iskhin  Aem ;  as  well  by  those  in  that  country  the  more  necessary.   If  no  provision  had  be«i 

Mho  addressed,  as  by  these  who  remonstrated ;  made  for  it,  such  provision  ought  to  be  made, 

liHl  it  is  assnich  the  avowed  opinion  of  those  or  permitted.    Abuses  of  subordinate  autho- 

ivbo  havs  hazarded  their  all  rather  than  take  rity  increase,  and  all  means  of  redress  lessen, 

dp  arms  against  your  majesty's  forces,  as  of  as  the  distance  of  the  subject  removes  him 

who  have  run  the  same  risk  to  oppose  from  the  seat  of  Uie  supreme  power.    What, 

The  diffepence  among  them  is,  not  in  those  circumstances,  can  save  him  from  the 

the  grievance,  but  on  the  mode  of  redress ;  last  extremes  of  indignity  and  oppression,  but 

we  are  sorry  to  say,  that  they  who  have  something  left  in  his  own  hands,  which  may 

kred  hopes  from  the  placability  of  the  enable  him  to  conciliate  the  favour  and  con- 

who  influence  the  puUic  councils  of  troul  the  excesses  of  government  1   When  no 

ftia  kingdom,  disappear  in  the  multitude  of  means  of  power  to  awe  or  to  oblige  are  pos* 

dbaae  who  conceive  that  passive  compliance  sessed,  the  strongest  ties  which  connect  man- 

•Mijgr -confirms  and  emboldens  of^ression.  kind  in  every  relation,  social  and  civil,  and 

^he  scmse  of  a  whole  people,  most  gracious  which  teach  them  mutually  to  respect  each 

■orereign,  never  ought  to  be  contemned  by  other,  are  broken.    Independency,  from  that 

wlsu  and  beneficent  rulers ;  whatever  may  be  moment,  virtually  exists.    Its  formal  declara- 

4»  abstract  claims,  or  even  rights  cf  the  aw  tion  will  quickly  follow.    Such  must  be  our 

fwsis  poaser.     We  have  been  too  early  m-  feeing  for  ourselves :  we  are  not  in  possession 

alracted,  and  too  long  habituated  to  believe,  of  another  rule  for  our  brethren. 

Aat  the  only  firm  seat  of  all  authority  is  in  When  the  late  attempt  practically  to  anni- 

dw  nnnds,  af&ctioiw  and  interests  of  the  hilate  that  inestimable  privilege  was  made, 

yasple,  to  change  our  opinions  on  the  theoretic  great  disorders  and  tumults  very  unhappily 

nasoninipi  of  speculative  men,  or  for  the  con-  and  very  naturally  arose   from  it.     In  this 

veaieaee  of  a  mere  temp<»ary  arrangement  state  of  things,  we  were  of  opinion,  that  sa- 

af  state.    It  is  not  consistent  with  equity  or  tisfaction  ought  instantly  to  be  given ;  or  that, 

wiHlom  to  set  at  defiance  the  general  feelings  at  least,  the  punishment  of  the  disorder  ought 

af  great  commmiities,  and  of  all  the  orders  to  be  attended  with  the  redress  of  the  grie^ 

which  compose  them.    Much  power  is  tole-  vance.    We  were  of  opinion,  that,  if  our 

taled  and  passes  unquestioned  where  much  is  dependencies  had  so  outgrown  the  positive 

yii^ded  to  opinion.    AU   is  disputed  where  institutions  made  for  the  preservation  of  li-* 

«fery  thing  is  enforced.  berty  in  this  kingdom,  that  the  operation  of 

Such  are  our  sentiments  on  the  duty  and  their  powers  was  beoome  rather  a  pressure 

fmlicy  of  conforming  to  the  prejudices  of  a  than  a  relief  to  the  subjects  in  the  colonies, 

srfuile  p«H>p(e,  even  where  the  foundation  of  wisdom  dictated,  that  the  spirit  of  the  oonsti* 

audi  prejudices  may  be  false  or  disputable,  tution  should  rather  be  applied  to  their  cir« 

But  permit  us  to  lay  at  your  majesty's  feet  our  cumstances,  than  its  authority  enforced  with 

deliberate  judgnMnt  on  the  real  merits  of  that  violence  in  those  very  parts  where  its  reason 

principle,  the  violatioa  of  which  is  the  known  became  wholly  inapplicable. 

fTsond  and  origin  of  these  troubles.      Wo  Other  methods  were  then  recommended  and 

•HOPS  your  majesty,  that,  on  our  parts,  we  followed,   as    infallible    means   of  restoring 

Ascdd  think  ourselves  ui^ustifiable,  as  good  peace  and  order.    We  looked  upon  them  to 

dtiBeos,  and  opt  influeneed  by  the  true  spirit  be,  what  they  have  since  proved  to  be,  the 

tf  Sai^iriimeDi  if,  with  any  efieotual  means  of  cause  of  inflaming  discontent  into  disobedi* 
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eiice,  and  resistance  into  revolt.    The  subver-  mercial  intercouTBe.    No  diatinctioo  of  p» 

sion  of  solemn,  fundamental   charters,  on  a  sons  or  merits  was  observed — the  peaoeiUl 

suggestion  of  abuse,   without  citation,  evi-  and    the   mutinous,  friends    and  foes,  WM 

dence,  or  hearing :  the  total  suspensiiMi  of  the  alike  involved,  as  if  the  rigour  of  the  lawiM 

commerce  of  a  great  maritime  city,  the  capi-  a  certain  tenden<7  to  reo6aiinend  iheantlmlf 

tal  of  a  great  maritime  province,  during  the  of  the  legislator. 

pleasure  of  the  crown :  the  establishment  of  a  Whil^  the  penal  laws  increased  ia  riffl^ 

military  force,  not  accountable  to  the  ordinary  and  extended  in  application  over  aH  tbs  oob* 

tribunals  of  the  country,  in  which  it  was  kept  nies,  the  direct  force  was  applied  but  to  M 

up : — these  and  other  proceedings  at  that  time,  part.    Had  the  grei^  fleet  and  fonifn  Mif 

if  no  previous  cause  of  dissention  had  subsist-  since  employed,  been  at  that  time  dSkd  ft^ 

od,  were  sufficient  to  produce  great  troubles :  the  greatness  of  the  preparation  wooU  bin 

unjust  at  all  times,  they  were  then  irrational,  declared  the  magnitude  of  the  danger.  Thl 

We  could  not  conceive,  when  disorders  had  nation  woukl  have  been  alarmed,  ioA  tas^ 

arisen  from  the  complaint  of  one  ?ioIated  right,  the  necessity  of  some  means  of  reconciliitial 

that  to  violate  every  other  was  the  proper  means  with  our  countr3miien  in  America,  who,  iriMi*     ^ 

of  quieting  an  exasperated  people.    It  seemed  ever  they  are  provoked  to  resistance,  domd 

to  us  absurd  and  preposterous,  to  hold  out,  as  a  force  to  reduce  them  to  obedience  Ml  asdlh 

the  means  of  calming  a  people  in  a  state  of  structive  to  us  as  to  them.     But  paifiaoMlt 

extreme  inflammation,  and  ready  to  take  up  and  the  people,  by  a  premeditated  oooedt 

arms,  the  austere  law,  which  a  rigid  conquer-  ment  of  their  real  situation,  were  drawn  iiM 

our  would  impose,  as  the  sequel  of  the  most  perplexities,  which  furnished  excuses  (or  fis* 

decisive  victories.  ther  armaments;  and  whilst  they  were  taD|^ 

Recourse,  indeed,  was  at  the  same  time  to  believe  themselves  called  to  suppress  a  iMt) 

had  to  force ;  and  we  saw  a  force  sent  out,  they  found  themselves  involved  in  a  wa(^ 

enough  to  menace  liberty,  but  not  to  awe  op-  war. 

position;  tending  to  bring  odium  on  the  civil  At  length  British  blood  was  spilled  by  Briiiih 

power,  and  contempt  on  the  military ;  at  once  hands — ^a  fatal  aera,  which  we  must  ever  d»* 

to  provoke  and  encourage  resistance.    Force  plore,  because  your  empire  will  for  ever  feel 
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was  sent  out  not  sufficient  to  hold  one  town :  it!  Your  majesty  was  touched  with  a 

laws  were  passsed  to  inflame  thirteen  provin-  of  so  great  disaster.     Your  paternal  brsMt 

ces.  was  aflTected  with  the  sufferings  of  jrour  Eaf 

This  mode  of  proceeding,  by  harsh  laws  and  lish  subjects  in  America.     In  your  speech 


feeble  armies,  could  not  be  defended  on  the  from  the  throne,  in  the  beginning  of  the  i 

principle  of  mercy  and   forbearance.      For  of  1775,  you  were  graciously  pleased  to  <^cliit 

mercy,  as  we  conceive,  consists  not  in  the  yourself  inclined  to  relieve  their  distressei^idl 

weakness  of  the  means,  but  in  the  benignity  of  to  pardon  their  errours.    You  felt  their  suffer* 

the  ends.    We  apprehended  that  mild  mea-  ings  under  the  late  penal  acts  of  parliasMit 

sures  may  be  powerfully  enforced  ;  and  that  But  your  ministry  felt  diflferendy.    Not  dii* 

acts  of  extreme  rigour  and  injustice  may  be  couraged  by  the  pernicious  effects  of  all  tbef 

attended  with  as  niui-h  feebleness  in  tlie  execu-  had  hitherto  advised,  and  notwitbstandiag  dw 

tion,  as  severity  in  the  formation.  gracious  declaration  of  your  majesty,  they  ob- 

In  consequence  of  these  terrours,  which,  fall-  tained  another  act  of  parliament,  in  which  dw 

ing  upon  some,  threatened  all,  the  colonies  made  rigours  of  all  the  former  were  consolidated,  tod 

a  common  cause  with  the  sufferers ;  and  pro-  embittered  by  circumstances  <^ additional  M* 

ceeded,  on  their  part,  to  acts  of  resistance,  verity  and  outrage.     The  whole  trading  pi«» 

In  that  alarming  situation  we  besought  your  perty  of  America  (even  unofTending  shying 

majesty's  ministers  to  entertain  some  distrust  in  port)  was  indiscriminately  and  irrecoTersbif 

of  the  operation  of  coercive  measures,  and  to  given,  as  the  plunder  of  foreign  enemies,  to  die 

profit  of  their  experience.    Experience  had  no  sailors  of  your  navy.     This  property  was  pal 

effect.    The  modes  of  legislative  rigour  were  out  of  the  reach  of  your  mercy.    Your  peofJo 

construed,  not  to  have  been  erroneous  in  their  were  despoiled;   and  your  navy,  by  a  noWt 

policy,  but  too  limited  in  their  extent.    New  dangerous,  and   prolific   exaro^^e,  conupted 

severities  were  adopted.     The  fisheries  of  with  the  plunder  of  their  countrymen.    Tow 

your  people  in  America  followed  their  char-  people  in  that  part  of  your  dommions  were  pnti 

ters ;  and  their  mutual  combination  to  defend  in  their  general  and  political,  as  well  as  their 

what  they  thought  their  common  rights,  brought  personal  capacity,  wholly  out  of  the  protsetiiOB 

on  a  total  prohibition  of  their  mutual  com-  <^  your  government. 
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I  onwining  to  dwell  on  all  the  im-     liament,  has  been  eraded  and  chicaned  awaj. 

odes  of  carrying  on  this  unnatural  All  the  public   declarations  which  indicate 

OS  war,  and  which  have  led  direct-  any  thing  resembling  a  disposition  to  recoo- 

present  unhi^}py  separation  of  Great  ciliation,  seem  to  us  loose,  general,  eqoivo* 

nd  its  colonies,  we  must  beg  leave  to  cat,  capable  of  various  meanings,  or  of  none  ; 

two  particulars,  which  we  are  sure  and  they  are  accordingly  constriMd  difllerent- 

B  been  entirely  contrary  to  yoor  mar  ly  at  different  times,  by  those  on  whose  rs- 

rder  or  approbation.    Every  course  commendation  they  have  been  made,  beia^ 

Q    in   hostility,  however  that   hos-  wholly   unKke    the   precision   and  stability 

Y  be  just  or  merited,  is  not  justifiable  of  public  &ith ;  and  bearing  no  mark  of  that 

able.    It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  ingenuous  simplicity,  and  native  candour  and 

rule  over  others,  not  to  provoke  them  integrity,  which   formerly  characterized  the 

!ie  necessity  of  the  case ;  nor  to  leave  English  nation. 

their  minds,  which  must  long  rankle.  Instead  of  any  relaxation  of  the  claim  of  tax- 
en  the  appearance  of- tranquillity  is  ing  at  the  discretion  of  parliament,  your  mia* 
— ^We  therefore  assure  your  majesty,  isters  have  devised  a  new  mode  of  enforcing 

with    shame  and  sorrow   we  have  that  claim,  much  more  effectual  for  the  op- 

eral  acts  of  hostility,  which  could  pression  of  the  colonies,  though  not  for  your 

other   tendency   than  incurably  to  majesty's  service,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and 

he  minds  of  your  American  subjects,  application,  than  any  of  the  former  methods ; 

e,  by  a  proclamation  issued  by  your  and  their  mode  has  been  expressly  held  out 

I  govemour,  an  universal  insurrection  by  ministers,  as  a   plan  not  to  be  departed 

slaves  in  any  of  the  colonies,  is  a  from  by  the  house  of  commons,  and  as  the 

full  of  complicated  horrours  ;  abso-  very  condition  on  which  the  legislature  is  to 

egal ;  suitable  neither  to  the  practice  accept  the  dependence  ot  the  colonies. 
«r  to  the  laws  of  peace.    Of  the  same         At  length,  when  afler  repeated  refusals  to 

B  look  upon  all  attempts  to  bring  down  hear  or  to  conciliate,  an  act,  dissolving  ypor 

lubjects  an  irruption  of  those  fierce  government,  by  putting  your  people  in  Ame- 

tribes  of  savages  and  cannibals,  in  rica  out  of  your  protection,  was  passed,  your 

>  vestiges  of  human  nature  are  near-  ministers  suffered  several  months  to  elapse 

I  by  ignorance  and  barbarity.    They  without  affcHxIing  to  tJiem,  or  to  any  oommu- 

l  allies  for  your  majesty,  in  a  war  nity  or  any  individusJ  among  them,  the  means 

r  people.    They  are  not  fit  instru-  of  entering  into  that  protection,  even  on  on- 

an  English  government.  These,  and  conditional  submission,  contrary  to  yoor  nw* 

lOr  acts,  we  disclaim  as  having  ad-  jesty's  gracious  declaration  from  the  throne, 

ai^roved  when  done  ;  and  we  clear  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  public  faith 

to  your  majesty  and  to  all  civilized         We  cannot,  theref(N«,  agree  to  unite  in  new 

rom  any  participation  whatever  be-  severities   against  the  brethren  of  our  bk>od 

ter  the  fact,  in  such  unjustifiable  and  for  their  asserting  an  independency,  to  which, 

)ceedings.  we  know  in  our  conscience,  they  have  been 

lere   is  one  weighty  circumstance  necessitated  by  the  conduct  of  those  very  per* 

)  lament  equally  with  the  causes  of  sons,  who  now  make  use  of  that  argument  to 

ind  with  the  modes  of  carrying  it  provoke  us  to  a  continuance  and  repetition  of 

no  disposition  whatsoever  towards  the  acts,  which  in  a  regular  series  have  led  to 

reconciliation  has  ever  been  shown  this  great  misfortune. 

who  have  directed  the  public  coun-         The  reasmn,  dread  sir,  whidi  have  been 

is  kingdom,  either  before  the  break-  used  to  justify  this  perseverance  in  a  refiisal 

r  these  hostilities,  or  during  the  un-  to  hear  or  conciliate,  have  been  reduced  into 

ntinuance  of  them.    Every  proposi-  a  sort  of  parliamentary  maxims,  which  we  do 

0  in  your  parliament  to   remove  the  not  approve.    The  fhvt  of  these  maxims  is, 

lause  of  these  troubles,  by  taking  off  "  thai  the  two  houses  ought  not  to  receive  (as 

noxious  for  their  principle  or  their  they  have  hitherto  refused  to  receive)  petitions 

is  been  overruled.  Every  bill  brought  containing  matter  derogatory  to  any  part  of 

et,  rejected,  even  on  the  first  pro-  the  authority  they  claim."    We  conceive  this 

The  petitions  of  the  colonies  have  maxim,  and  the  consequent  practice,  to  be  vn* 

admitted,  even  to  an  hearing.     The  justifiable  by  reason,  or  the  practice  of  other 

ibilitv  of  public  agency,  by  which  such  sovereign  powers,  and  that  it  must  be  produo* 

could  authentically  arrive  at  par-  tive,  if  adhered  to,  of  a  total  leparatkn  bttwMi^ 
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this  kingdom  and  its  dependencies.    The  so-  no  objectioo  can  possibly  lie  against  delinn^ 

preme  power,  being  in  ordinary  cases  the  ul-  what  that  law  and  liberty  are  ;  became  tixiis 

timate  Judge,  can,   as    we   conceive,   suffer  who  offer,  and  those  who  are  to  receive  tenn% 

nothing  in  having  any  part  of  his  rights  ex-  frequently  differ  roost  widely  and  most  ait> 

cepted  to^  or  even  discussed,  before  himself,  terially  in  the  significatioo  of  these  wonb, 

We  know,  that  sovereigns,  in  other  countries,  and  in  the  oljects  to  which  they  apply, 
where  the  assertion  of  absolute  regal  power         To  say  that  we  do  not  know  at  this  daj 

is  as  high  as  the  assertion  of  absolute  power  what  the  grievances  of  the  cokxiies  are,  (be 

in  any  politic  body  can  possibly  be  here,  have  they  real  or  pretended)  would  be  unworthj  of 

received  many  petitions  in  direct  opposition  us.    But,  whilst  we  are  thus  waiting  to  be  ia- 

to  many  of  their  claims  of  prerogative ;  liave  formed  of  what  we  perfectly  know,  we  wetk* 

listened  to  them ;  condescended  to  discuss,  and  en  the  powers  of  the  commissioners ;  we  debj, 

to  give  answers  lo  them.      This  refusal  to  perhaps  we  lose  the  happy  hour  of  peace;  «• 

admit  even  the  discussion  of  any  part  of  an  are  wasting  the  substance  of  both  couotriet; 

undefined  prerogative,  will  naturally  tend  to  we  are  continuing  the  effusion  of  human,  of 

annihilate  any  privilege  that  can  be  claimed  Christian,  of  English  blood, 
by  every  inferiour  dependent  community  and        We  are  sure  that  we  must  have  your  mi* 

every  subordinate  order  in  the  state.  jesty*s  heart  along  with  us,  when  we  dedara 

The  next  maxim  which  has  been  put  as  a  in  favoured  mixing  something  conciliatory  with 

bar  ^o  ^^y  pl^i^  o^  accommodation,  is,  "  that  our  fi>rce.    Sir,  we  abhor  the  idea  of  making 

no  offer  of  terms  of  peace  ought  to  be  made  a   conquest  of  our  countrymen.    We  wiih 

before  parliament  is  assured  that  these  terms  that  they  may  yield  to  weU  ascertained,  wtH 

will  be  accepted."      On  this  we  beg  leave  to  authenticated,  and  well  secured  terms  of  r^ 

represent  to  your  majesty,  that  if,  in  all  events,  conciliation ;  not   that  your  majesty  riKxdit 

the  policy  of  this  kingdom  is  to  govern  the  owe  the  recovery  of  your  dominions  to  their 

people  in  your  colonies  as  a  free  people,  no  total  waste  and  destruction.    Humanity  will 

mis^iliief  can  possibly  happen  from  a  deciara-  not  permit  us  to  entertain  such  a  desire;  aor 

tion,  to  them  and  to  the  world,  of  the  manner  will  the  reverence  we  bear  to  the  civil  rig|iti 

and  form  in  which  parliament  proposes  that  of  mankind  make  us  even  wish  that  questioBS 

they  shall  enjoy  the  freedom  it  protects.    It  of  great  difficulty,  of  the  last  importance,  and 

is  an  encouragement  to  the  innocent  and  me-  lying  deep  in  the  vital  principles  of  the  BritiA 

ritorious,  that  they,  at  least,  shall  enjoy  those  constitution,  should  be  solved  by  the  arms  of 

advantages   which  they  p&tiently   expected,  foreign  mercenary  soldiers, 
rather  from  the  benignity  of  parliament  than       It  is  not,  sir,  from  a  want  of  the  most  inviolt- 

their  own  efforts.    Persons  mpre  contuma-  ble  duly  to  your  majesty,  not  from  a  want  of 

cious  may   also  see  that  they  are  resisting  a  partial  and  passionate  regard  to  that  part  of 

terms  of,  perhaps,  greater  freedom  and  hap-  your  empire  in  which  we  reside,  and  whidi 

piness  than  they  are  now  in  arms  to  obtain,  we  wish  to  be  supreme,  that  we  have  hilh- 

The  glory  and  propriety  of  offered  mercy  is  erto    withstood  all  attempts    to  render  the 

neither  tarnished  or  weakened  by  the  folly  of  supremacy  of  one    part  of  your  dominioas 

those  who  refuse  to  take  advantage  of  it.  inconsistent   with  the   liberty  and  safe^  of 

We  cannot  think  that  the  declaration  of  in-  all  the  rest.  The  motives  c^  our  opposition 
dependency  makes  any  natural  difference  in  are  found  in  those  very  sentiments  which  wa 
the  reason  and  policy  of  the  offer.  No  prince,  are  supposed  to  violate.  For  we  are  oon- 
out  of  the  possession  of  his  dominions,  and  be-  vinced,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  system  of  (le- 
come  a  sovereign  dejure  only,  ever  thought  it  pendence,  which  leaves  no  security  to  the 
derogatory  to  his  rights  or  his  interest,  to  hold  people  for  any  part  of  their  freedom  in  their 
out  to  his  former  subjects  a  distinct  prospect  of  own  hands,  cannot  be  established  m  anym- 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  his  re-ad-  feriour  member  of  the  British  empire,  widioat 
mission,  and  a  security  for  some  of  the  most  consequentially  destroying  the  freedom  of  that 
fundamental  of  those  popular  privileges,  in  vin-  very  body,  in  favour  of  whose  boundless  pre 
dication  of  which  he  had  been  deposed.  On  tensions  such  a  scheme  is  adopted.  We 
the  contrary,  such  offers  have  been  almost  uni-  know  and  feel  that  aibitrary  power  overdia- 
formly  made  under  simitar  circumstances,  tant  regions  is  not  within  the  competence,  nor, 
Besides,  as  your  majesty  has  been  graciously  to  be  exercised  agreeably  to  the  forms,  or  con- 
pleased,  in  your  speech  from  the  throne,  to  sistently  with  the  spirit  of  great  popular  as- 
declare  your  intention  of  restoring  your  people  semblies.  If  such  assemblies  are  called  to  a 
io  the  colonies  to  a  state  of  law  and  liberty,  nomiiial  share  in  the  exercise  of  such  power 


r 


AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  KINO.  M5 

In  Older  to  leraen,  under  general  participation,  hition.    By  degrees,  these  doctrines,  by  being 

A©  guilt  of  desperate  measures,  it  tends  only  convenient,  may  grow  prevalent.    The  conse* 

Ae  more  deeply  to  corrupt  the  deliberative  ()uence  is  not  certain  j  but  a  general  change 

character   of  those   assemblies,   in  training  of  principles  rarely  happens  among  a  people, 

lliein  to  blind  obedience ;  in  habituating  them  without  leading  to  a  change  of  government. 

te  proceed  apon  grounds  of  fact,  with  which  Sir,  your  throne  cannot  stand  secure  upoo 

tiKry  can  rarely  be  sufficiently  acquainted,  and  the  principles  of  unconditional  submission  and 

In  rendering  them  executive  instruments  of  passive  obedience ;  on  powers  exercised  with* 

designs,  the   bottom  of  which  they  cannot  out  the  concurrence  of  the  people  to  be  go- 

powtbly  lathom.  Temed  ;   on  acts  made  in  defiance  of  their 

To  leave  any  real  freedom  to  parliament,  prejudices  and  habits ;  an  acquiesence  pro- 

Cneedom  must  be  left  to  the  colonies.    A  mili-  cured  by  foreign  mercenary  troops,  and  secu- 

tary    government  is  the  only  substitute  for  red  by  standing  armies.    These  may  possibly 

civil  liberty.    That  the  establishment  of  such  be  the  foundation  of  other  thrones ;  they  must 

m  power  in    America  will   utterly  ruin  our  be  the  subversion  of  yours.    It  was  not  to  pa»- 

finances   ( though  its  certain   effect )  is  the  sive  principles  in  our  ancestors  that  we  owe 

mallest  part  of  our  o(Hicern.    It  will  become  the  honour  of  appearing  before  a  sovereign, 

an  apt,  powerful,  and  certain  engine  for  the  who  cannot  feel  that  he  is  a  prince,  without 

destruction  of  our  freedom  here.  Great  bodies  knowing  that  we  ought  to  be  free.    The  revo- 

cT  armed  men,  trained  to  a  contempt  of  po-  lutionis  a  departure  from  the  antient  course 

palar  assemblies  representative  of  an  English  of  the  descent  of  this  monarchy.    The  people, 

people ;  kept  up  (br  the  purpose  of  exacting  im-  at  that  time,  re-entered   into  their  original 

poeitioos  without  their  consent,  and  maintain-  rights ;  and  it  was  not  because  a  positive  law 

ed  by  diat  exaction ;  instruments  in  subvert-  authorized  what  was  then  done,  but  because 

ing,  without  any  process  of  law,  great  antient  the  freedom  and  safety  of  the  subject,  the  ori- 

eitablishments  and  respected  forms  of  govern-  gin  and  cause  of  all  laws,  required  a  prooeed- 

ments ;  set  free  from,  and  therefore  above  the  ing  paramount  and  superiour  to  thenw    At 

ordinary    English   tribunals  of  the   country  that  ever  memorable  and  instructive  period, 

where  they  serve ;  these  men  cannot  so  trans-  the  letter  of  the  law  was  superseded  in  favour 

§om  themselves,  merely  by  crossing  the  sea,  of  the  substance   of  liberty.     To  the  free 

■s  to  behold  with  bve  and  reverence,  and  sub-  choice,  therefore,  of  the  people,  without  either 

rait  with  profound  obedience  to  the  very  same  king  or  parliament,  we  owe  that  happy  estab- 

things  in  Great  Britain,  which  in   America  lishment,  out  of  which  both  king  and  parlia- 

they  had  been  taught  to  despise,  and  had  been  ment  were   regenerated.      From  that  great 

accustomed  to  awe  and  humble.    All   your  principle  of  liberty  have  originated  the  statutes, 

majesty's  troops,  in  the  rotation  of  service,  confirming  and   ratifying   the  establishment 

will  pass  through  this  discipline,   and  con-  from  which  your  majesty  derives  your  right  to 

tract  these  habits.    If  we  could  flatter  our-  rule  over  us.    Those  statutes  have  not  given 

selves  that  this  would  not  happen,  we  must  be  us  our  liberties  ;  our  liberties  have  produced 

die  weakest  of  men :  we  must  be  the  worst,  them.     Every  hour  of  your  majesty's  reign 

if  we  were  indifferent,  whetiier  it  happened  or  your  title  stands  upon  the  very  same  foundation 

not.    What,  gracious  sovereign,  is  the  em-  on  which  it  was  at  first  laid;  and  we  do  not 

pire  <^  America  to  us,  or  the  empire  of  the  know  a  better  on  which  it  can  possibly  be 

world,   if  we  lose  our  own  liberties  ?    We  placed. 

deprecate  this  last  of  evils.    We  deprecate  Convinced,  sir,  that  you  cannot  have  diflfer- 

the  effects  of  the  doctrines,  which  '  must  sup-  ent  rights,  and  a  different  security  in  different 

port  and  countenance  the  government  over  parts  of  your  dominions,  we  wish  to  lay  an 

conquered  Englishmen.  even  platform  for  your  throne ;  and  to  give  it 

As  it  will  be  impossible  long  to  resist  the  an  unmovable  stability,  by  laying  it  on  the 

powerful  and  equitable  arguments  in  favour  general  freedom  of  your  people ;  and  by  secu- 

of  the  freedom  of  these  unhappy  people,  that  ring  to  your  majesty  that  confidence  and  affeo- 

are.to  be  drawn  from  the  principle  of  our  own  tion,  in  all  parts  of  your  dominions,  which 

liberty,  attempts  will  be  made,  attempts  have  makes  your  best  security  and  dearest  title  in 

been  made,  to  ridicule  and  to  argue  away  this  this,  the  chief  seat  of  your  empire, 

principle ;  and  to  inculcate  into  the  minds  of  Such,  sir,  being,  among  us,  the  foundation 

jour  people  other  maxims  of  government,  and  of  monarchy  itself,  much  more  clearly  and 

other  grounds  of  obedience,  than  those  which  much  more  peculiarly  is  it  the  ground  of  all 

hare  prevailed  at  and  since  the  glorious  revo-  parliamentary  power.    Parliament  is  a  secu- 
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ritj  provided  for  the  protection  of  freedom,     religious  punctiiaKtj  of  attendance,  wfaieii,  n 
and  not  a  subtile  fiction,  contrived  to   amuse     the  ordinary  course,  it  demands.     It  b  no 
the  people,  in  its  place.      The    authority  of     light  cause,  which,  even  for  a  time,  could  per- 
both  houses  can,  still  less  than  that  of  the  crown,     suade  os  to  relax  in  any  part  of  that  attendaooe. 
be  supported  upon  different  principles  in  dif^     The  Britirii  empire  is  in  oonirulsions,  which 
ferent  places ;  so  as  to  be,  for  one  part  of  your     threaten  its  dissohition.      Those  perticdar 
subjects,  a  protector  ofliberty,  and  for  another,     proceedings,  which  caose  and  inflame  this  dig- 
a  fund  of  despotism  through  which  prerogative     order,  aft«>r  many  years  incessant  stmg^,  we 
is  extended  by  occasional  powers,  whenever     find  ourselves  wholly  unable  to  oppose,  aid 
an  arbitrary  will  finds  itself  straitened  by  the     unwilling  to  behold.      All    our    eadeaisari 
restrictions  of  law.    Had  it  seemed  good  to     having  proved  fruitteas,  we  are  fearfol,  at  tfak 

parliament  to  consider  itself  as  the  indulgent  time,  of  irritating,  by  contention,  thaw  psN 

guardian  and  strong  protector  of  the  fi^eedom  sions  which  we  have  ib«md  it  impracticable  lo 

of  the  subordinate  popular  assemblies,  instead  compose  by  reason.     We  cannot  permit  <mr* 

of  exercising  its  power  to  their  annihilation,  selves  to  countenance,  by  the  appearmee  of 

there  is  no  doubt  that  it  never  could  have  been  a  silent  assent,  proceedings  fatal  tu  the  liber^ 

their  inclination,  because  not  their  interest,  to  and  unity  of  the  empire  ;  proceedings  whidi 

raise  their  questions  on  the  extent  of  parlia-  exhaust  the    strength    of  all  your  majestj'i 

roentary  rights ;  or  to  enfeeble  privileges,  which  dominions,  destroy  all  trust  and  dependesee 

were  the  security  of  their  own.    Powers,  evi-  of  our  allies,  and  leave  us,  both  at  home  and 

dent  from  necessity,  and  not  suspicious  from  abroad,  exposed  to  the  suspicions  mer<7  and 

an  alarming  mode  or  purpose  in  the  exertion,  uncertain  inclinations  of   our  neighbour  and 

would,  as  formerly  they  were,  be  cheerfully  rival  powers;   to  whom,    by    this  desp^nM 

submitted  to;  and  these  would  have  be-en fully  course,  we  are  driving  our  countrymen  ftr 

sufficient  for  conservation  of  unity  in  the  em-  protection,  and   with  whom  we  have  forced 

pire,andfordirectingits  wealth  to  one  common  them  into  connections,  and  may  bind  dtca 

centre.    Another  use  has  produced  other  con-  by  habits  and  by  interests  ;  an  evil,  which  no 

sequences ;  and  a  power,  which  refr.se8  to  be  victories  that  may  be  obtained,  no  severitiei 

limited  by  moderation,  must  either  be  lost  or  which  may  be  exercised,  ever  will  or  can  re> 

find  other  more  distinct  and  satisfactory  limi-  move. 

tations.  If  but  the  smallest  hope  should,  from  uj 

As  for  us,  a  supposed,  or,  if  it  could  be,  a  circumstances  appear,  of  a  return  to  the  an- 

real  participation  in  arbitrary  power,  would  cient  maxims  and  true  policy  of  this  kingdom, 

never  reconcile  our  minds  to  its  establishntenL  we  shall,  with  joy  and  readiness,  return  to  our 

We  should  be  ashamed  to  stand  before  your  attendance,  in  order  to  give  our  hearty  si^ 

majesty,  boldly  asserting  in  our  own  favour,  port  to  whatever  means  may  be  leH  for  alle- 

inherent  rights,  which  bind  and  regulate  the  viating  the  complicated  evils   which  oppreai 

crown  itself,  and  yet  insisting  on  the  exercise,  this  nation. 

in  our  own  persons,  of  a  more  arbitrary  sway  If  this  should  not  happen,  we  have  dis* 
over  our  fellow  citizens  and  fellow  freemen.  charged  our  consciences  by  this  faithful  repre- 
Tbese,gracioussovereign.are  the  sentiments  sentation  to  your  majesty  and  our  country; 
which  we  consider  ourselves  as  bound,  in  jus-  and  however  few  in  number,  or  however  wo 
tification  of  our  present  conduct,  in  the  most  may  be  overborne  by  practices,  whose  operf 
serious  and  solemn  manner,  to  lay  at  your  tioh  is  but  too  powerful,  by  the  revival  of 
majesty's  feet.  We  have  been  called  by  your  dangerous  exploded  principles,  or  by  the  mis- 
majesty's  writs  and  proclamations,  and  we  guided  zeal  of  such  arbitrary  JJactions  as 
have  been  authorized,  either  by  hereditary  formerly  prevailed  hi  this  kingdom,  and  alwajfi 
privilege,  or.  the  choice  of  your  people,  to  to  its  detriment  and  disgrace,  we  have  the 
confer  and  treat  with  your  majesty  in  your  satis&ction  of  standing  forth  uid  reoordinj 
highest  councils,  upon  the  arduous  affairs  of  our  names  in  assertion  of  those  principiei 
your  kingdom.  We  are  sensible  of  the  whole  whose  operation  hath,  in  better  times,  nMde 
importance  of  the  duty,  which  this  constitu-  your  majesty  a  great  prince,  and  the  Britiilt 
tional   summons   implies.     We  know   the  dominions  a  mighty  empire. 
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Thb  very  dangerous  crisis  into  which  the  municatioa  betwixt  us,  except  what  is  to  go 

Qrkish  empire  is  brought,  as  it  accounts  for,  in  their  own  fallacious  and  hostile  channel. 
«o  it  justifies,  the  unusual  step  we  take  in        But  we  conjure  you,  by  the  invaluable  pledges 

iHrrniring  ourselves  to  you.  which  have  hitlierto  united,  and  which  we  trust 

The  distempers  of  the  state  are  grown  to  will  hereafter  lastingly  unite  us,  that  you  do 
aodi  a  degree  of  violence  and  malignity,  as  to  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be  persuaded  or  pro- 
vender all  ordinary  remedies  vain  and  frivolous,  voked  into  an  opinion,  that  you  are  at  war  with 
In  such  a  deplorable  situation,  an  adherence  this  nation.  Do  not  think,  that  the  whole,  or 
to  the  common  forms  of  business  appears  to  us,  even  the  uninfluenced  majority  of  Englishmen 
vailier  as  an  apology  to  cover  a  supine  neglect  in  this  island,  are  enemies  to  their  own  blood 
«f  duty,  than  the  means  of  performing  it  in  a  on  the  American  continent.  Much  delusion 
mBMOiei  adequate  to  the  exigency  that  presses  has  been  practised ;  much  corrupt  influence 
upon  us.  The  ocmimon  means  we  have  already  treacherously  employed.  But  still  a  large,  axuA 
tried,  and  tried  to  no  purpose.  As  our  last  we  trust  the  largest  and  soundest  part  of  this 
reeource,  we  turn  ourselves  to  you.  We  kingdom,  perseveres  in  the  most  perfect  unity 
address  you  merely  in  our  private  capaci^,  of  sentiments,  principles,  and  aflections,  with 
▼eeted  with  no  other  authority,  than  what  will  you.  It  spreads  out  a  large  and  liberal  plat- 
naturally  attend  those  in  whose  declarations  of  form  of  common  liberty,  upon  which  we  may 
benevolence  you  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  all  unite  for  ever.  It  abhors  the  hostilities 
any  mixture  of  dissimulation  or  design.  which  have  been  carried  on  against  you,  as 

We  have  this  title  to  your  attention :  we  call  much  as  you,  who  feel  the  cruel  effect  of  them. 

vpoa  it  in  a  moment  of  the  utmost  importance  It  has  disclaimed,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 

tons  all.    We  find,  with  infinite  concern,  that  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  itself,  the  addresses 

arguments  are  used  to  persuade  you  of  the  which  tended  to  irritate  your  sovereign  against 

necessity  of  separating  yourselves  fn^m  your  his  colonies.    We  are  persuaded,  that  even 

ancient  connection  with  your  parent  country,  many  of  those  who  unadvisedly  have  put  their 

grounded  on  a  supposition,  that  a   general  hands  to  such  intemperate  and  inflammatory 

principle  of  alienation  and  enmity  to  you  had  addresses,  have  not  at  all  apprehended  to  what 

pervaded  the  whole  of  this  kingdom  \  and  that  such  proceedings  naturally    lead ;  and  would 

there  does  no  longer  subsist  between  you  and  sooner  die  than  afford  them  the  least  cou/ite- 

w  any  common  and  kindred  principles,  upon  nance,  if  they  were  sensible  of  their   fatal 

whidiwe  can  possibly  unite,  consistently  with  effects  on  the  union  and  liberty  of  the  empire, 
flioae  ideas  of  liberty,  in  which  you  have  justly        For  ourselves,  we  faithfully  assure   you, 

(laced  your  whole  happiness.  that  we  have  ever  considered  you  as  rational 

If  this  fact  were  true,  the  inference  drawn  creatures ;  as  free  agents ;  as  men  willing  to 

from  it  would  be  irresistible.    But  nothing  is  pursue,  and  able  to  discern,  your  own  true 

leas  fbimded.    We  admit,  indeed,  that  violent  interest.    We  have  wished  to  continue  united 

tddresees  have  been  procured  with  uncommon  with  you,  in  order  that  a  people  of  one  origin 

pains,  by  wicked  arid   designing    men,  pur-  and  one  character  should  be  directed  to  the 

porting  to  be  the  genuine  voice  of  the  whole  rational  objects  of  government  by  joint  coun- 

people  of  Kngland ;  that  they  have  been  pub-  pits,  and  protected  in  them  by  a  common  force. 

U^ed  by  authority  here;  and  made  known  to  Other  subordination  in  you  we  require  none. 

yon  by  proclamations;   in  order,  by  despair  We  have  never  pressed  that  argument  of 

%lMi  resentment,  incurably  to  poison  your  minds  general  umon  to  the  extinction  of  your  local, 

Against  the  origin  of  your  race,  and  to  render  natural,  and  just  privileges./  Sensible  of  what 

iu  cordial  reconciliation  between  us  utterly  is  due  both  to  the  dignity  and  weakness  of 

bupracticable.    The  same  wicked  men,  for  the  man,  we  have  never  wished  to  place  over  you 

kame  bad  purpose,  have  so  far  surprised  the  any  government,  over  which,  in  great  funda- 

iuidce  of  parliament,  as  to  cut  off  all  com-    mental  points,  you  should  have  no  sort  of 
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dieck  or  eootroul  in  your  own  hands ;  or  which  between  us,  one  principle  of  enmity  and  firicod- 

riiouU  be  repugnant  to  your  situation,  prin-  ship  pervading,  and  one  right  of  war  and  peaee    I 

ciples ,  and  character.  directing,  the  strength  of  the  whole  empire,  ire 

No  circumstances  of  fortune,  you  may  be  are  likely  to  be,  at  least,  as  poweriiil  as  mj 

assured,  will  ever  induce  us  to  form,  or  toler&te  nation,  or  as  any  combination  of  nations,  whidi 

any  such  design.    If  the  disposition  of  provi-  in  the  course  oif  human  events  may  be  ionsed 

dence  (which  we  deprecate)  should  even  pro-  against  us.    We  are  sensible  that  a  very  \uft 

strate  you  at  our  feet,  broken  in  power  and  in  proportion  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  ewiy 

spirit,  it  would  be  our  duty  and  inclination  to  empire  must  necessarily  be  tivowa  upon  tJM 

revive,  by  every  practicable  means,  that  free  presiding  state.    We  are  sensibie  that  floefa  t 

energy  of  mind,  which  a  fortune  unsuitable  to  state  ever  has  borne,  and  efcr  most  bear  tho 

your  virtue  had  damped  and  dejected ;  and  to  greates  part,  and  sometimest  the  whole,  of  lb 

put  you  voluntarily  in  possession  of  those  very  public  expenses:  and  we  think  her  well  in* 

privileges  which  you  had  in  vain  attempted  to  demnified  for  that  (rather  apparent  than  real) 

assert  by  arms.    For  we  solemnly  declare,  that  inequality  of  charge,  in  the  digni^  and  pre- 

although  we  should  look  upon  a  separation  from  eminence  she  enjoys,  and  in   the  soporioar 

you  as  an   heavy  calamity  (and  the  heavier  opulence,  which,  after  all  charges  defrayed,  owst 

because  we  know  you  must  have  your  full  share  necessarily  remain  at   the    centre  of  affui 

in  it)  yet  we  had  much  rather  see  you  totally  Of  this  principle  we  are  not  without  evidenoo 

independent  of  this  crown  and  kingdom,  than  in  our  remembrance  (not  yet  effaced)  of  dw 

joined  to  it  by  so  unnatural  a  conjunction,  as  glorious  and  happy  days  of  this  empire.    Ws 

that  of  freedom  with  servitude : — a  conjunction  are,  therefore,  incapable  of  that  prevaricatjog 

which,  if  it  were  at  all  praticable,  could  not  style,  by  which,  when  taxes  without  your  ooD' 

fail,  in  the  end,  of  being  more  mischievous  to  sent  are  to  be  extorted  from  you,  this  nations 

the  peace,  prosperity,  greatness,  and  power  of  repr^ented  as  in  the  k>west  state  of  impoveriafa- 

this  nation,  than  beneficial,  by  any  enlarge-  meiit  and  public  distress;  but  when  we  are 

mcnt  of  the  bounds  of  nominal  empire.  called  upon  to  oppress  you  by  force  of  arms, 

But  because,  brethren,  these  professions  are  it  is  painted  as  scarcely  feeling  its  impositioos, 

general,  and  such  as  even  enemies  may  make,  abounding  with  wealdi,  and  inexhaustible  in 

when  they  reserve  to  themselves  the  construe-  its  resources. 

tion  of  what  servitude  and  what  liberty  are,  we         We  also  reason  and   feel  as  yon  do  on 

inform  you,  that  we  adopt  your  own  standard  of  the    invasion  of    your    charters.      Beauso 

the  blessing  of  free  government.    We  are  of  the  charters  comprehend  the  essential  fbms 

opinion,  that  you  ought  to  enjoy  the  sole  and  by  which  you  enjoy  your  liberties,  we  regard 

exclusive  right  of  freely  granting,  and  applying  them  as  most  sacred,  and  by  no  means  to  be 

to  the  support  of  your  administration,  what  God  taken  away  or  altered  without  process,  witboat 

has  freely  granted  as  a  reward  to  your  industry,  examination,  and  without  hearing,  as  they 

And  we  do  not  confine   this  immunity  from  have  lately  been.    We  even  think,  that  tbey 

cxteriour  coercion,  ^in  this  great  point,  solely  ought  by  no  means  to  be  altered  at  all,  bat  at 

to  what  regards  your  local  establishment,  but  the  desire  of  the  greater  part  of  the  people 

also  to  what    may  bo  tliought  proper  for  the  who  live  under  them.     We  cannot  look  upon 

maintenance  of  the    whole    empire.     In  this  men  as  delinquents  in  the  mass ;  much  les 

resource  we  cheerfully  trust  and   acquiesce ;  are  we  desirous  of  lording  over  our  brethren, 

satisfied  by  evident  reason,  that  no  other  ex-  insulting  their  honest  pride,  and  veantody  oier- 

pectation  of  revenue  can  possibly  be  given  by  turning  establishments,  judged  to  be  just  and 

freemen  ;  and   knowing  from  an  experience,  convenient  by  the  public  wisdom  of  this  nation 

uniform  both  on  your  and  on  our  side  of  the  at  their  institution ;  and  which  long  and  is- 

ocean,  that  such  an  expectation  has  never  yet  vetera^e  use  has  taught  you  to  look  up  to  wbb 

been  disappointed.    We  know  of  no  road  to  affection  and  reverence.    As  we  disapproved 

your  coffers,  but  through  your  affections.  of  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  forms  of 

To  manifest  our  sentiments  the  more  clearly  your  constitution,  so  we  are  equally  tender  of 

to  you  and  to  the  world,  on  this  subject ;  we  every  leading   principle  of  free  govermMDl. 

declare  our  opinion,  that  if  no  revenue  at  all,  We  never  could  think  with  approbatioi  of 

which,  however,  we  are  far  from  supposing,  putting  the  military  power  out  of  the  coeieiaB 

were  to  be  obtained  from  you  to  this  kingdom,  of  the  civil  justice  in  the  country  where  it  acts, 
^et  as  long  as  it  is  our  happiness  to  be  joined         We  disclaim   also   any  sort  of  share  n 

with  you  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal  charity  and  that  other  measure,  which  has  been  wbd  to 

freedom,  with  an  open  and  flowing  commerce  alienate  your  affectioiui  frwm  tiiig 
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the  introduction  of  foreign  mercena-  yon  are,  we  embrace  yoa  as  our  friends,  and 

Ve  saw  their  employment  with  shame  as  our  brethren,  by  the  best  and  deareat  ties 

ret,  especially  in  numbers  so  far  exceed-  of  relation. 

English  forces,  as  in  effect  to  constitute  We  view  the  establishment  of  the  English 

who  have  no  sense  of  freedom,  and  colonies  on  principles  of  liberty,  as  that  which 

■8,  who  have  no  common  interest  or  feel-  is  to  render  this  kingdom  venchible  to  future 

t  the  arbiters  of  our  unhappy  dcHnestic  ages.    In  comparison  of  this,  we  regard  all  the 

victories  and  conquests   of  our  warlike  an- 

ikewise  saw  with  shame  the  African  cestors,  or  of  our  own  times,  as  barbarous, 

nrhohadbeensoldtoyouonpublic'faith,  vulgar  distinctions,  in  which  many  nations, 

ler  the  sanction  of  acts  of  parliament,  to  wh^  we  look  upon  with  little  respect  or 

servants  and  your  guards,  employed  to  value,  dave  equalled,  if  not  far  exceeded  us. 
throats  of  their  masters.  This  is  the  peculiar  and  appropriated  glory  of 
will  not,  we  trust,  believe,  that  bom  in  England.  Those  who  have  and  who  hold  to 
:ed  country,  formed  to  gentle  manners,  that  foundation  of  common  liberty,  whether  on 
in  a  merciful  religion,  and  living  in  this  or  on  your  side  of  the  ocean,  we  consider 
ued  and  polished  times,  where  even  as  the  true  and  the  only  true  Esglishmeo. 
hostility  is  softened  from  its  original  Those  who  depart  from  it,  whether  there  or 
»,  we  could  have  thought  of  letting  here,  are  attainted,  corrupted  in  blood,  and 
on  you,  our  late  beloved  brethren,  these  wholly  fallen  from  their  original  rank  and  value, 
ibes  of  savages  and  cannibals,  in  whom  They  are  the  real  rebels  to  the  lair  constitutioa 
:es  of  human  nature  are  effaced  by  and  just  supremacy  of  England. 
ce  and  barbarity.  We  rather  wished  We  exhort  you,  therefore,  to  cleave  for  erer 
^ined  with  you  in  bringing  gradually  to  those  principles,  as  being  the  true  bond  of 
happy  part  of  mankind  into  civility,  union  in  this  empire ;  and  to  show,  by  a  manly 
•iety  and  virtuous  discipline,  than  to  perseverance,  that  tlie  sentiments  of  honour 
QGrmed  their  evil  habits,  and  increased  and  the  rights  of  mankind  are  not  held  by  the 
.tural  ferocity,  by  fleshing  them  in  the  uncertain  events  of  war,  as  you  have  hitherto 
tr  of  you,  whom  our  wiser  and  better  shown  a  glorious  and  affecting  example  to  the 
rs  had  sent  into  the  wilderness,  with  the  wwld,  that  they  are  not  dependent  on  the  ordi- 
view  of  introducing,  alcMig  with  our  nary  conveniences  and  satisfactions  of  life, 
igion,  its  humane  and  charitable  man-  Knowing  no  other  arguments  to  be  used  to 
We  do  not  hold  that  all  things  are  men  of  liberal  minds,  it  is  upon  these  very 
n  war.  We  should  think,  that  every  princij^es,  and  these  alone,  we  hope  and  trust, 
y,  in  fire,  in  wasting,  in  murders,  in  that  no  flattering  and  no  alarming  circum- 
,  and  other  cruelties  too  horrible  and  stances  shall  permit  you  to  listen  to  the  seduo- 
of  turpitude  for  Christian  mouths  to  tions  of  those  who  would  alienate  you  from 
r  ears  to  hear,  if  done  at  our  instiga-  your  dependence  on  the  crown  and  parliament 
'  those  who,  we  know,  will  make  War  of  this  kingdom.  That  very  liberty,  which 
they  make  it  at  all)  to  be,  to  all  in-  you  so  justly  prize  above  all  things,  originated 
id  purposes,  as  if  done  by  ourselves,  here ;  and  it  may  be  very  doubtful,  whethw, 
«r  ourselves  to  you  our  brethren,  to  without  being  constantly  fed  from  the  original 
lent  age,  and  to  future  generations,  to  fountain,  it  can  be  at  all  perpetuated  or  pre- 
ig  and  our  country,  and  to  Europe,  served  in  its  native  purity  and  perfection, 
as  a  spectator,  beholds  this  tragic  Untried  fcnrms  of  government  may,  to  unstable 
of  every  part  or  share  in  adding  this  minds,  recommend  themselves  even  by  their 
1  worst  of  evils  to  the  inevitable  mis-  novelty.  But  you  will  do  well  to  remember, 
f  a  civil  war.  -  that  England  has  been  great  and  -happy  un- 
do not  call  you  rebels  and  traitors,  der  the  present  limited  monarchy  (subsist* 
>  not  call  for  the  vengeance  of  the  ing  in  more  or  less  vigour  and  purity)  for 
against  you.  We  do  not  know  how  several  hundred  years.  None  but  England 
fy  millions  <£  our  countrymen,  con-  can  communicate  to  you  the  benefits  of  such  m 
,  with  one  heart,  for  an  admission  to  constitution.  We  apprehend  you  are  not  now, 
BS  which  we  have  ever  thought  our  nor  for  ages  are  likely  to  be,  capable  of  that 
ippiness  and  honour,  by  odious  and  form  of  constitution  in  an  independent  state, 
ly  names.  On  the  contrary,  we  highly  Besides,  let  us  suggest  to  you  our  appre- 
he  principles  on  which  you  act,  though  hensions,  that  your  present  imion  (in  whida 
eat  fomo  of  their  effects.    Armed  m  we  rejoice,  and  which  we  wish  longto  aubsiit} 
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eeanot  fthrajs  subsist  without  the  anthori^  suspicioa  duU  partiament  itself  is  soneiviiil 

tad  wei^t  of  this  great  and  long  respected  fallen  from  its  independent  8{Mrit.     How  ht 

body,  to  equipoise,  and  to  preserve  you  among  this  supposition  may  be  founded  ia  &ct,  «• 

yourselves  in  a  just  and  fair  equality.    It  may  are  unwilling  to^etermine.     But  we  are  wil 

DoC  even  be  impossible,  that  a  long  course  of  assured,  from  experience,  that  even  ifafl  mf 

war  with  the  administration  of  this  country,  true  that  is  contcnided  for,  and  in  the  extent  tM 

may  be  but  a  prelude  to  a  series  of  wars  in  which  it  is  mrgued,  y«t  te  long  m  ttawH 

and  contentions  among  yourselves,  to  end,  at  and   well-disposed  forms  of  this  coostitiilifli 

length,(a8  such  scenes  have  too  often  ended,) in  remain,  there  ever  is  within  parlia»eDt  itdT 

a  species  of  humiliating  repose,  which  nothing  a  power  of  renovating  its  principles,  and  eifl(t< 

bat  the  preceding  calamities  would  rec^cile  to  ing  a  sel^reformation,  which  no  odier  plin  d 

the  diipirited  few  who  survived  tkem.    We  government  has  ever  contained.    This  Cf» 

allow,  that  even  this  evil  is  w^iUi  the  risk  to  stitution  has  therefore  admitted  inouoMnUi 

men  of  honour,  when  rational  liMrty  is  at  stake,  improvements,  either  for  the  correction  of  dw 

as  in  the  present  case  we  confess  and  lament  original  scheme,  or  for  reniovipgTanuplioa% 

that  it  is.    But  if  ever  a  real  security,  by  par-  or  for  bringing  its   principles  better  to  ,«iit 

liament,  is  given  against  the  terrour  or  thh  those  changes  which  have  soocessively  hi^ 

abuse  of  unlimited  power,  and  after  such  seco-  pened  in  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  or  ■ 

ri^  given,  you  shodd  presevere  in  resistance,  the  manners  of  the  people, 

we  leave  you  to  consider,  whether  the  risk  is  We  feel  that  the  growth  of  the  cokniei  M 

not  incurred  without  ao  object ;  or  incurred  for  such  a  change  of  circumstances ;  and  that  ov 

an  object  infinitely  diminished,  by  such  con-  present  dispute  is  an  exigency  as  pressiag  ■ 

cessions,  in  its  importance  and  value.  any  which  ever  demand^  a  rfirisioD  ^  oar 

As   to  other  points  of  discussion,  when  government    Public  troubles  have  ofte^j^caBd 

diese  grand  fundamentals  of  your  grants  and  upon  this  country  to4ook  into  its^opstitutioi 

charters    are  once   settled   and  .ratified    by  It  has  ever  been  bettered  by  such  a  revision, 

dear  parliamentary  authority,  as  the  ground  If  our  happy  and  luxuriant  increase  of  do* 

for  peace  and  forgiveness  on  our  side,  and  for  minion,  and  our  difilised  population,  have  oat- 

a  manly  andliberaJ  obedience  on  yours,  treaty,  grown  the  limits  of  a  constitution  flftade  for  a 

and  a  spirit  of  reconciliation,  will  easily  and  contracted  object,  we  ought  to  bless  God,  who 

securely  adjust  whatever  may  remain.    Of  this  has  fumbhed  us  with  this  noble  occasion  for 

we  give  you  our  word,  that  so  far  as  we  are  displaying  our  skill  and  beneficence  in  enlarge 

at  present  concerned,  and  if  by  any  event  we  ing  the  8(^e  of  rational  happiness,  and  of  roak- 

ahoukl  become  more  concerned  hereafter,  you  ing  the  politic  generosity  of  tliis  kingdom  as 

may  rest  assured,  upon  the  pledges  of  honour  extensive  as  its  fortune.    If  we  set  about  this 

not  forfeited,  &ith  not  violated,  and  uniformity  great- work  on  both  sides,  with  the  same  coo* 

of  character  and  profession  not  yet  broken,  we  ciliatory  turn  of  mind,  we  may  now,  as  io 

at  least,  on  these  grounds,  will  never  fail  you.  former  times,  owe  even  to  our  mutual  mistakes, 

Respecting  your  wisdom,  and  valuing  your  contentions,  and  animosities,  the  lasting  coo- 
safety,  we  do  not  call  u|K>n  you  to  trust  your  cord,  freedom,  happiness,  and  gk>ry  ^  diii 
existence  to  your  enemies.    We  do  not  advise  empire. 

you  to  an  unconditional   submission.    With  Gentlemen,  the  distance  between  us,  iHA 

satisfaction  we  assure  you,  that  almost  all,  in  other  obstructi<M)s,  has  caused  much  misreprs* 

both  houses  (however  unhappily  they  have  been  sentation  of  our  mutual  sentiments.  We,  thers 

deluded,  so  as  not  to  give  any  immediate  effect  fore,  to  obviate  them  as  well  as  we  ace  aUo^ 

to  their  opinion)  disclaim  that  idea.    You  can  take  this  methpd  of  assiu-ing  you  of  our  thorau^ 

have  no  friends,  ih  whom  you  cannot  rationally  det^tation  of  the  whole  war  ;  and  partkuLrif 

.confide.    But  parliament  is  your  friend  from  the  mercenary  and  savage  war  carcied  on, « 

the  moment  in  which,  removing  its  confidence  attempted,  against  you  ;  our  thorouf^  ablior 

firom  those  who  have  constantly  deceived  its  rence  of  all  addresses  adverse  to  you,  wheiiMT 

good  intentions,  it  adopts  the  sentiments  of  publick  or  private  ;  our  assurances  of  an  iovap 

diose  who  have  made  sacrifices  (inferiour  in-  riable  affection  towards  you ;  our  constant  r»> 

deed  to  yours)  but  have,  however,,' sacrificed  gard  to  your  privileges  uid  liberties;  and  ov 

enough  to  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of  their  re-  opinion  of  the   solid  security  you   ought  to 

gard  and  value  for  your  liberty  and  prosperity,  enjoy  for  them,  under  the  paternal  care  isd 

Arguments  may  be  used  to  weaken   your  nurture  of  a  protecting  parliament, 

confidence  in  that  public  security  ;  because,  Though  many  of  us  have  earnestly  widtid 

from  tome  tiqpleasant  af^paarances,  there  ia  a  thattbeauthority  of  thataugualaad  vcMrabli 
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body,  BO  neeesfaiy,  in  raanj  respects,  to  the  unhappy  authors  and  instruments  of  the  public 

QBion  of  the  whole,  should  be  rather  limited  by  misfortunes,  that  the  terms  of  reccmciliaticHi,  if 

ita  own  equity  and  discretion,  than  by  any  bounds  once  accepted  by  parliament,  would  not  be 

dascribed  by  positive  laws  and  poUic  compacts ;  bn^en.    We  also  pledge  ourselves  to  you,  that 

BoA  thou|^  we.  felt  the  extreme  difficulty,  by  we  should  give,  even  to  those  unhappy  penKxis, 

wmj  theof^icaL  limitations,  of  qiiaUfying  that  an  hearty  support  in  effectuating  the  peace  of 

wmAontj,  ao  as  to  preserve  one  part  and  d^ty  the  empire ;  and  every  opposition  in  an  attempt 

MMdier ;   and  though  you  (as  we  gratefiilly  to  cast  it  again  into  disorder. 

■doMwledge)  had  acquiesced  most  dieerfully  When  that  happy  hour  shall  arrive,  let  as 

lader  that  pnadent  reserve  of  the  constitution,  in  all  affOction  recommend  to  you  the  wisdom 

Bt  that  happy  moment,  when^  neither  you  nor  of  continuing,  as  in  former  times,  or  even  in 

we  apprehended  a  farther  return  of  the  exercise  a  more  ample  measure,  the  suppcMt  of  your 

of  invidious  powers,  we  are  now  as  fuUy  per-  government,  and  even  to  give  to  your  adminia- 

■mded,  as  you  can  be,  by  the  malice,  incon>  tration  some  degree  of  reciprocaeil  interest  in 

■taacy,  and  perverse  inquietude  of  many  men,  your  freedcmi.    We  earnestly  wish  you  not  to 

~  by  the  incessant  endeavours  of  an  arbitrary  furnish  your  enemies  here,  or  elsewhere,  with 

,  now  too  powerfd,  that  our  common  any  sort  of  pretext  for  reviving  quarrds,  by  too 

do  require  a  full  explanation  and  reserved  and  severe  or  penurious  an  exercise 

■llified  security  for  your  liberties  and  our  quiet,  of  those  sacred  rights,  which  no  pretended 

Ahhon^  has  majesty's  comdescensicui  in  abuse  in  tha  exercises  ought  to  impair,  nor, 

conmitting  the  direction  of  bis  affairs  into  the  by  overstraining  the  principles  of  freedom, 

Iwiidsof  the  known  friends  of  his  family,  and  to  make  them   less  compatible  with  those 

4Bi  the  liberties  of  all  his  people,  would,  we  haughty  sentiments  in  others,  which  the  very 

■dbut,  be  a  great  means  qI[  giving  repose  to  same  principles  may  be  apt  to  breed  in  minds 

your  asinds,  as  it  must  give  infinite  facility  to  not  tempered  with  the  utmost  equity  and  justice. 

vwoBciliation,  yet  we  assure  you,  that  we  think,  The  well  wishers  of  the  liberty  and  union  of 

—^^  mdi  a  seoirity  as  we  reccmimend,  adopted  this  «npire  salute  you,  and  recommend  voo 

necessity  and  not  dioice,  even  by  the  most  heartily  to  the  divine  protection. 
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trust  you  place  in  me.    I  will  state  to  you  the 

*  history  of  the  business  since  my  last ;  and  then 

I  mEOEiTED,  in  due  course,  your  two  very  ^  ^^j^  ,^^j^^  .^  addressed  to  Mr.  Perry  (alter 

Hterestrng  and  judicious  letters,  which  gave  ^^^g  Lord  penry)  then  speaker  of  the  house  of 

me  many  new  lights,  and  excited  me  to  fresh  commons  of  Ireland.    It  appears  there  had  been 

adivitv  in  the  important  subject  they  related  much  correspondence  between  that  gentleman 

tA    Trr>»^«^.  <i«L  tu^t »;«...  T  katroTn/^t  Kaon  ^^d  Mr.  Burfce,  on  the  subject  of  heads  of  a  bill 

to.    However,  from  that  time,  I  have  not  been  ^^^^.^^^  j^^^  p^^^^  ^^^^  j^j^J^  ^^^^^  ^^  commons 

pwfcctly  free  from  doubt  and  uneasiness.    I  |n  the  summer  of  the  vear  1778,  and  had  been 

Vied  a  liberty  with  those  letters,  which,  per-  transmitted  by  the  Irish  privy  council  of  Eng- 

lues,  no&ing  can  thoroughlyjuslify,  and  which,  1?"^)  for  the  relief  of  His  Majesty's  Roman 

iM.;»ir^k:»»  i»,*  4kf  ^li:...o</^  »kn  ..riciiT  Catholic  subjects  m  Ireland.     The   bill   con- 

jrtainly,  nothmg  but  the  delicacy  of  the  crisis,  j^^.  ^^^  ^  ^.j^^  J^  ^^^  exempting  the  protestant  dis- 

tae  clearness  of  my  mtentions,  and  your  great  seoters  of  Ireland  from  the  sacramental  test, 

food  nature,  can  at  all  excuse.    I  might  con-  which  created  a  strong  objection  to  the  whole 

e«l  this  from  you  :  but  I  think  it  better  to  lay  measure,  on  the  part  ofthe  English  govemmenL 

A.   ,   ,         ^^"^  .   >                  J     u    •*    ^  ir  Mr.  Burke  employed  his  most  strenuous  efforts 

J*  whole  matter  before  you,  and  submit  myself  ^^  ^^j^^^^^  jhe  prejudice  which  the  king's  minis- 

t^your  men^;  assuring  you,  at  the  same  time,  ters  entertained  against  the  clause,  but  the  bfll 

Ihttif  you  are  so  kiad  as  to  continue  your  con-  was  ultimately  returned  without  it,  and  in  that 

«;^«o  Ous  or  «o  renew  U  up«  a»y  «her  J^roK'c'a^.  49!)  Vtll^'lX^'-u.raS.to'S! 

veGMim,  I  shall  never  be  tempted  agam  to  however,  a  separate  act  was  passed  for  the  re 

■lbs  80  bold  and  unauthorised  an  use  of  the  Uef  ofthe  protestant  dissenters  of  Ireland. 
Vol.  n.— 84 


t 


S7S  A  LETTER  TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDMUND  FERRY. 

yoa  will  see  how  far  I  am  excusable  bjr  the  in  a  businass,  whidi,  thoi^  ftrst  started  hj 

circumstances.  them,  was    supposed   equally  acceptable  t» 

On  the  Sd  of  July,  I  received  a  letter  from  all  sides ;  and  the  risk  of  which  they  lock 

the  attorney  genend,  dated  the  day  before,  in  upon  themselves  when  otbera  declined  it   T» 

which,  in  a  very  open  and  obliging  manner,  this  I  added  such  matter  as  I  thought  Mt 

he  desires  my  thoughts  of  the  Irish  toleration  fit  to  engage  goyenaaentf  as  govemment;  nt     ^ 

bill,  and  particularly  of  the  dissenters*  clause,  to  sport  with  a  singular  opportmity,  wliick  »' 

I  gave  them  to  him,  by  the  return  of  the  poet,  offered,  for  the  union  of  every  descr^itiai  tf 

at  large ;  but  as  the  time  pressed,  I  kept  no  men  among  us,  in  support  of  the  oobhhi 

copy  d'the  letter ;  the  general  drift  was  strongly  interest  of  l^e  whole ;  and  I  coded  by  dessriig 

to  recommend  the  whole;  and  principally  to  to  see  Lord  North  upon  the  soh^ed  Sir 

obviate  the  objections  to  the  part  that  related  Gh-ey  Cooper  shewed  a  very  ri^  seoN  rf 

to  the  dissenters,  with  regard  both  to  the  general  the  matter ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after  ov 

propriety,  and  to  the  temporary  policy  at  this  conversation,  I  went  down  from  the  tretfij 

juncture.  I  took,  likewise,  a  good  deal  of  pains  chambers  to  Lord  North's  boose.  Ihadagml 

to  state  the  difference  which  had  always  sub-  deal  of  discourse  with  him.    He  tdd  me  dal 

sisted  with  regard  to   the  treatment  of  the  his  ideas  of  tc^eration  were  large ;  bat  dutf 

protestant dissenters  in  Ireland  and  in  England;  large  as  they  were,  they  did  not  coD^)rehc■d 

and  what  I  conceived  the  reason  of  that  dif-  a  prtNniscuous  establishment,  even  in  maflcB 

ference  to  be.    About  the  same  time  I  was  merely  civil :  that  he  thought  the  establiiM 

called  to  town  for  a  day ;  and  I  took  an  oppor-  religion  ought  to  be  the  religion  of  the  stste: 

tunity,  in  Westminster  hall,  of  urging  the  same  that,  in  this  idea,  he  was  not  for  the  repetlcf 

points,  with  all  the  force  I  was  master  of,  to  the  sacramental  test :  that  indeed  he  knewtht 

the  solicitor  general.    I  attempted  to  see  the  dissenters  in  general  did  not  greatly  scruple  it: 

chancellor,  for  the  same  purpose,  but  was  not  but  that  very  want  of  scruple  showed  less  seal 

fortunate  enough  to  meet  him  at  home.    Soon  against  the  establishment ;  and  after  all,  there 

after  my  return  hither,  on  Tuesday,  I  received  could  no  provision  be  made  by  human  kw 

a  very  polite,  and  I  may  say  friendly  letter  against  those  who  made  li^t  of  the  tests,  wfaieh 

from  him,  wishing  me  (on  supposition  that  were  formed  to  discriminate  opinions.    Od  iB 

I  had  continued  in  town)  to  dine  with  him  at  this  he  spoke  with  a  good  deal  of  temper.  He 

that  day,  in  order  to  talk  over  the  buisness  of  did  not,  indeed,  seem  to  think  the  test  itself 

the  toleration  act  then  before  him.  Unluckily  which  was  righdy  considered  by  dissenters  is 

I  had  company  with  me,  and  was  not  able  to  in  a  manner  dispensed  with  by  an  annual  act 

leave  them  until  Thursday ;   when  I  went  to  of  parliament,  aiid  which  in  Ireland  was  of  a 

town,  and  called  at  his  house,  but  missed  him.  late  origin  and  of  much  less  extent  than  bete, 

However,  in  answer  to  his  letter,  I  had  befbroi  a  matter  of  much  moment.    The  tiling  wbidi 

and  instantly  on  the  receipt  of  it,  written  to  seemed  to  affect  him  most  was  the  offence 

him  at  large ;  and  urged  such  topics,  both  that  would  be  taken  at  the  repeal  by  the  leaden 

with  regard  to  the  catholics  and  dissenters,  as  among  the  church  clergy  here,  on  one  hand,  asd 

I  imagined  were  the  most  likely  to  be  prevalent  on  the  other  the  steps  which  would  be  takoi  fcr 

with  him.    This  letter  I  followed  to  town  cm  its  repeal  in  England  in  the  next  sessiaa,  in 

Thursday.  On  my  arrival  I  was  much  alarmed  consequence  of  the  repeal  in  Ireland.   I  ssbop* 

with  a  report,  that  the  ministry  had  thoughts  of  od  him  with  great  truth,  that  we  had  no  ideSi 

rejecting  the  whole  bill.  Mr.  M^Namara  seemed  among  the  whigs,  of  moving  the  repeal  of  die 

ap[Nrehensive  that  it  was  a  determined  measu  re;  test.   I  confessed  very  freely,  for  my  own  part, 

and  there  seemed  to  be  but  too  much  reason  for  that  if  it  were  brought  in,  I  diould  certainly 

his  fears.     Not  having  met  the  chancellor  at  vote  for  it.    But  that  I  eAkniM  neither  u8e,Bor 

home,  either  on  my  first  visit  or  my  second,  did  I  think  applicable,  any  arguments  drttn 

after  receiving  his  letter,  and  fearful  that  the  from  the  analc^  of  what  was  done  in  other 

cabinetshouldcome  to  some  unpleasant  resolu-  parts  of  the  British  dominions.    We  did  act 

tion,  I  went  to  the  treasury  on  Friday.    There  argue  from  analogy,  even  in  this  island  lad 

I  saw  SirG.  Cooper.    I  possessed  him  of  the  united  kingdom.    Presbytery  was  established 

danger  of  a  partial,  and  the  inevitable  mischief  in  Scotland.    It  became  no  reason  either  tat 

ofthe  total  rejection  of  the  bill    I  reminded  him  its  religious  or  civil  establishment  here,  b 

pf  the  imderstood  compact  between  parties,  New-England,  the  independent  oongregatioBd 

iiq>on  which  the  whole  scheme  of  the  toleration,  churches  had  an  established  legal  mainteatnee; 

originating  in  the  English  bill,  was  formed;  whilst  that  country  continued  part  (^the  BrilM 

of  the  fair  part,  which  the  whigs  had  acted  empire,  no  argument  in  favour  of  indq[>eodeM| 
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fWM  adduced  finom  the  pncdee  of  New^En^  as  to  conduct  and  as  to  gaining  of  men ;  and  I 

aad.    Government  itself  lata^  thought  fit  to  renewed  my  former  advice,  that  the  lord  lien* 

■itablidi  the    Roman  catholic    religion  in  tenant  should  be  instructed  to  consult  and  oo* 

Canada ;  but  they  would  not  suffer  an  argu-  operate  with  you  in  the  whole  affair.    All  this 

aaent   of    analogy  to  be  used  for  its  esta-  was  apparently  very  fairly  taken. 

bfiriunent  any  where  else.  These  things  were  In  the  evening  of  that  day  I  saw  the  lord 

lorenied,  as  all  things  of  that  nature  are  chancellor.    With  him,  too,  I  had  much  dis- 

giMremed,  not  by  general  maxims,  but  their  course.    Tou  know   that  he   is    intelligent, 

Dwn  local  and  peculiar  circumstances.    Find-  sagacious,  systematic,  and  determined.     At 

hf ,  however,  that,  though  he  was  very  cool  first  he  seemed  of  opinion,  that  the  relief  con- 

■■d  patient,  I  made  no  great  way  in  the  tained  in  the  bill  was  so  inadequate  to  the  mass 

bosiness  of  the  dissenters,  I  turned  myself  to  of  oppression  it  was  intended  to  remove,  that  it 

by  whedier,  falling  in  with  his  maxims,  some  would  be  better  to  let  it   stand  over,  until  a 

Biodificalion  might  not  be  found,  the  hint  of  more  perfect  and  better  digested  plan  could  be 

iriiidi  I  received  fix>m  your  letter  relative  to  settled.    This  seemed  to  possess   him  very 

ttie  Irish  militia  bill,  and  the  point  I  laboured,  strongly.    In  order  to  combat  this  notion,  and 

so  to  alter  the  clause  as  to  repeal  the  test  to  show  that  the  bill,  all  things  considered,  was 

military   and   revenue   officers.    For  a  very  great  acquisition,  and  that  it  was  rather 

being  only  subservient    parts  in  the  a  preliminary  than  an  obstruction  to  relief,  I 

OMonomy  and  execution,  rather  than  the  ad-  ventured  to  show  him  your  letter.    It  had  its 

auustration   of  affairs,    the    politic,    civil,  effect.    He  declared  himself  roundly  against 

md  judicial  parts  would  still  continue  in  the  giving  any  thing  to  a  confederacy,  real  or  i^ 

laiids  of  the  conformists   to  religious  esta-  parent,  to  distress  government :  that  if  any 

liKAmentsr  without  giving  any  hopes,  he  how-  thing  was  done  for  catholics  or  dissenters,  it 

over  said,  that  this  distinction  deserved  to  be  should  be  done  on  its  own  separate  merits,  and 

ooosidered.  not  by  way  of  bargain  and  compromise :  that 

After  this,  I  strongly  pressed  the  mischief  of  they  should  be  each  of  them  obliged  to  govem- 

rsjecting  the  whole  bill: — that  a  notion  went  ment,  not  each  to  the  other:  that  this  would  be 

abroad,  that  government  was  not  at  this  mo-  a  perpetual  nursery  of  faction.    In  a  word, 

Kent  very  well  pleased  with  the  dissenters,  as  he  seemed  so  determined  on  not  uniting  these 

not  very  well  affected  to  the  monarchy: — that,*  plans,  that  all  I  could  say,  and  I  said  every 

ui  gmeral,  I  conceived  this  to  be  a  mistake,—  thing  I  could  think  of,  was  to  no  purpose.    But 

but  if  it  were  not,  the  rejection  of  a  bill  in  favour  vihen  I  insisted  on  the  disgrace  to  government, 

of  sC^hert,  because  something  in  favour  of  <Aem,  which  must  arise  firom  their  rejecting  a  pro- 

waa  inserted,  instead  of  humbling  and  morti-  position  recommended  by  themselves,  because 

Qriag,  wodU  infinitely  exalt  them.    For  if  the  their  opposers  had  made  a  mixture,  separable 

lafpdatnre  had  no  means  of  favouring  those  too  by  themselves,  I  was  better  heard.    On  the 

mom  they  meant  to  favour,  as  long  as  the  whole,  I  found  him  well  disposed. 

dfasenters  codd  find  means  to  get  themselves  As  soon  as  I  had  returned  to  the  country, 

iidaded,  this  would  make  them,  instead  of  this  affair  lay  so  much  on  my  mind,  and  the 

4mroidybeingsubject  to  restraint  themselves,  absolute  necessity  of  government's  making  a 

IIm  arbitrators  of  the&te  of  others,  and  that,  seriots  business  of  it,  agreeable  to  the  serious- 

BsC  so  much  by  their  own  strength  (which  ness  they  professed,  and  the  object  required, 

cooid  not  be  prevented  in  its  operation)  as  by  that  I  wrote  to  Sir  G.  Cooper,  to  remind  him 

the  co-operation  of  those  whom  they  opposed,  of  the  principles  upon  which  we  went  in  our 

la  die  conclusion,  I  recommended,  that  if  they  conversation,  and  to  press  the  plan,  which  was 

wiriied  well  to  the  measure,  which  was  the  suggested  for  carrying  them   into  execution. 

BHun  oligect  of  the  bill,  they  must  explicity  He  wrote  to  me  on  the  20th,  and  assured  me, 

■■ke  it  their  own,  and  stake  themselves  upon  "  that  Lord  North  had  given  all  due  attention 

U;  that  hitherto  all  their  difficulties  had  arisen  and  respect  to  what  you  said  to  him  on  Friday, 

fiom  their  indeciiion  and  their  wrong  measures ;  and  will  pay  the  same  respect  to  the  sentiments 

lad,  to  make  Lord  North  sensible  of  the  conveyed  in  your  letter ;  every  thing  you  say 

U&ooanty  of  giving  a  firm  support  to  some  part  or  write  on  the  subject  undoubtedly  demands 

of  tile  bill,^  ai^  to  add  weighty  authority  to  my  it."     Whether   this   was    mere   civility,  or 

fSafoDS,  I  read  him  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  showed  any  thing  effectual  in  their  intentions, 

My.   It  seemed,  in  some  measure,  to  answer  time   and  the  success  of  this  measure  will 

ha  purpose  which  I  intooded.    I  pressed  the  show.    It  is  wholly  with  them ;  and  if  itshoukl 

laeaaity  of  the  management  of  the  affair,  both  fail,  you  are  a  witness,  that  nothing  on  our 
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part  has  been  wanting  to  free  so  large  a 
part  of  our  fellow-subjects  and  feOow-citizens 
from  slavery ;  and  to  free  govemmei^  from  the 
weakness  and  danger  of  ruling  them  by  force. 
As  to  my  own  particular  part,  the  desire  of 
doing  this  has  betrayed  me  into  a  step,  which  I 
cannot  perfectly  reconcile  to  myself.  Tou  are 
to  Judge  how  far,  on  the  circumstances,  it  may 
be  excused.  I  think  it  had  a  good  effect. 
You  may  be  assured,  that  I  made  this  com- 
munication in  a  manner  effectually  to  ezdode 
so  false  and  groundless  an  idea,  as  that  I  coih 
fer  with  you,  anymore  than  I  oonfer  with  them, 


on  any  party  principle  wfaatBoever;  or  dM  li 
this  aAur  we  look  ftaiher  than  tke  ■eaaat, 
whidi  is  in  profeasiaD,  and,  I  an  sure,  oagb 
to  be  in  reason,  theirs.  I  am  ever,  witk  Ae 
sincerest  affecdoo  and  eiteem, 

My  dear  ssr,  your  most  §uAM 
BeaconsBeU,    and  obedient  humble  MnnI, 
ISth  July,  1778.         EDMUND  BURKE. 


I  int^ided  to  have  written 
not  been  in  my  power. 
TothetpeiiarofAe 


A  LETTER 


TO  THOMAS  BURGH,  ESO.* 


ttCT  DEAR  8XRj 

I  DO  not  know  in  what  manner  I  am  to  thank 
you  properly  for  the  very  friendly  solicitude 
you  have  been  so  good  as  to  express  for  my 
reputation.  The  concern  you  have  done  me 
tlie  honour  to  take  in  my  affairs,  will  be  an 
ample  indemnity  from  all  that  I  may  suffer  from 
the  rapid  judgments  of  those  who  choose  to 
form  their  opinions  of  men,  not  from  the  life, 
but  from  tiieir  portraits  in  a  newspaper.  I  con- 
fess to  you,  that  my  frame  of  mind  is  so  con- 
structed, I  have  in  me  so  little  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  great  man,  that  I  am  more  gratified 
with  a  very  moderate  share  of  approbation 
from  those  few  who  know  me,  than  I  should  be 
with  the  most  clamorous  applause  from  those 
multitudes  who  love  to  admire  at  a  due  dist- 
ance. 

I  am  not,  however,  stoic  enough  to  be  able 
to  affirm  with  truth,  or  hypocrite  enough  affec- 
tedly to  pretend,  that  I  am  wholly  unmoved  at 
the  difficulty  which  you,  and   others  of  my 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Burgh,  of  Old  Totpiij  was  a 
member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  Ireland. 

It  appears  from  a  letter  written  by  this  gentle- 
roan  to  Mr.  Burke,  34th  December,  1779,  and  to 
which  the  following  is  an  answer,  that  the  part 
Mr.  Burke  had  taken  in  the  discussion  which  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  had  undergone  in  the  preced- 
ing sessions  of  parliament  in  England,  had  been 
grossly  misrepresented,  and  much  censured  in 
Ireland. 

f  This  intention  was  communicated  to  Mr. 
Burke,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ferry,  the  speaker  of 
iM  house  of  commons  in  Ireland. 


friends  in  Ireland,  have  found  in 
my  conduct  towards  my  native  ooantry.  It  wr 
doubtedly  hurts  me  in  some  degree ;  bat  te 
wound  is  not  very  deep.  If  I  had  8oa|kt 
popularity  in  Irelsuid,  when,  in  the  cause  «f 
mat  country,  I  was  ready  to  sacrifice,  and  did 
sacrifice,  a  mudi  nearer,  a  mudi  more  iiwe* 
diate,  and  much  more  advantageous  popoltrity 
here,  I  shoukl  find  myseff  perfectly  unhappy; 
because  I  should  be  totally  disappointed  ionf 
expectations ;  because  I  should  disc<Srer,  viM 
it  was  too  late,  what  common  sense  might  h00 
told  roe  very  early,  that  I  risked  the  capital  of 
my  &me  in  the  most  disadvantageous  kiMerf 
in  the  world.  But  I  acted  then,  as  I  actmWf 
and  as  I  hope  I  shall  act  always,  from  a  stroBf 
impulse  of  right,  and  from  motives,  io  vAieh 
popularity,  either  here  or  there,  has  but  a  nsf 
litde  part. 

With  the  support  of  that  consciousness,  I  cm 
be«r  a  good  deal  of  the  eo<pietry  of  piMe 
opinicm,  which  has  her  caprices,  and  musthais 
her  way — Mtaerif  qtubus  inieniata  nitd  / 1 1M 
have  had  my  holiday  of  popularity  in  Irefani 
I  have  even  heard  of  an  intention  to  erect  t 
statucf  I  believe  my  intimate  acquaintuos 
know  how  little  that  idea  was  encouraged  hj 
and  I  was  sincerely  glad  that  it 


me 


took  effect.  Such  honours  befong  exdanvd^ 
to  the  tomb — the  natural  and  only  period «( 
human  inconstancy,  with  regard  eilhar  tB 
desert  or  to  opinion:  for  they  are  the  fttf 
same  hands  which  erect  that  vesy  fi»fMily 
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■nd  BomcdiBes  with  reason  enough)  pluck  him.    Neither  could  you  feait  him  with  deco- 

l»wii  die  statue.     Had  such  an  unmerited  and  rum,  ifhis  particular  taste  were  not  consulted. 

niodked-for  compliment  been  paid  mc  two  A  minister,  who  has  never  defended  his  mea- 

fears  ago,  the  fragments  of  the  piece  might,  at  sures,  in  any  other  way  than  by  railing  at  his 

this  hour,  have  the  advantage  of  seeing  actual  adversaries,  cannot  have  his  paiJate  made  all  at 

serrice,  while  they  were  moving,  according  to  once  to  the  relish  of  positive  commendation.    I 

the  law  of  projectiles,  to  the  windows  of  the  csuinot  deny,  but  that  on  this  occasion  there  was 

attorney  general,  or  of  my  old  friend  Monk  displayed  a  great  deal  of  the  good  breeding 

Afasen.  which  consists  in  the  accommodation  of  the 

To  speak  seriously — ^let  me  assure  you,  my  ontertainment  to  the  relish  of  the  guest. 

dear  sir,  that  though  I  am  not  permitted  to  re-  But  that  ceremcMiy  being  past,  it  would  not 

joice  at  otf  its  effects,  there  is  not  one  man  on  be  unw^thy  of  the  wisdom  of  Ireland,  to  con- 

your  side  of  the  water  more  pleased  to  see  the  eider  what  consequences  the   extinguishing 

situation  of  Ireland  so  prosperous,  as  that  she  every  spark  of  freedom  in  this  country  may 

can  afford  to  throw  away  her  friends.    She  has  have  upon  your  own  liberties.    You  are  at  this 

obtained,  solely  by  her  own  efforts,  the  -fruits  instant  flushed  with  victory,  and  full  of  the  con- 

of  a  great  victory ;  which,  I  am  very  ready  to  fidence  natural  to  recent  and  untried  power, 

alow,  that  the  best  efforts  of  her  best  well-  We  are  in  a  temper  equally  natural,  though 

wishers  here  could  not  have  done  for  her  so  very  different    We  feel  as   men  do,  who, 

effectually  in  a  great  number  of  years  ;  and,  having  placed  an  unbounded  reliance  on  their 

perhaps,  could  not  have  done  at  all.    I  coukl  force,  have  found  it  totally  to  fail  on  trial.     We 

wish,  however,  merely  for  the  sake  of  h&r  own  feel  faint  and  heartless,  and  without  the  smallest 

dignity,  that  in  turning  her  poor  relations  and  degreeof  self  opinion.    In  plain  words,  we  are 

antiquated  friends  out  of  doors  (though  one  of  cowed.    When  men  give  up  their  violence  and 

the  most  common  effects  of  new  prosperity)  she  injustice  without  a  struggle,  their  condition  is 

bid  thought  proper  to  dismiss  us  with  fewer  next  to  desperate.    When  no  art,  no  manage- 

takras  of  ui^dndnesB.    It  is  true,  that  there  is  ment,  no  argument  is  necessary  to  abate  their 

M  Bort  of  danger  in  affronting  men  who  are  pride  and  ovo-come  their  prejudices,  and  their 

■ot  of  importance  enough  to  have  any  trust  of  uneasiness  only  excites  an  obscure  and  feeble 

1,  of  ro3ral,  or  of  national  h(mour  to  rattling  in  their  throat,  their  final  dissolution 

The  un£)rced  and  unbought  ser-  seems  not  far  off.    In  this  miserable  state  we 

of  humUe  men,  who  have  no  medium  of  are  still  further  depressed  by  the  overbearing 

in  great  assemblies,  but  through  the  influence  of  the  crown.    It  acts  with  the  offici- 

preeariousfOTce  of  reason,  must  be  looked  upon  ous  cruelty  of  a  mercenary  nurse,  who,  under 

witfi  coq^empt  by  those  who,  by  their  wisdom  pretence   of  tenderness,  stifles  us  with  our 

•ad  spirit,  have  improved  the  critical  moment  clothes,  and  plucks  the  pillow  from  our  heads. 

of  their  fixtune,  and  have  debated  with  au-  Injectu  mvJUB  vesiis  opprimi  senemjvbet.  Under 

dMrity,  against  pusillanimous  dissent  and  un-  this  influence,  we  have  so  little  wUl  of  our  own, 

fimcioas  compliance,  at  the  head  of  40,000  that,  even  in  any  apparent  activity  we  may  be 

■MB.  got  to  assume,  I  may  say,  without  any  violence 

Sudi  feeble  anxSiaries  (as  I  talk  of)  to  such  to  sense,  and  with  very  little  to  language,  we 

m  force,  employed  against  such  resistance,  I  are  merely  passive.    We  have  yielded  to  your 

■art  own,  in  the  present  moment,  very  little  demands  this  session.    In  the  last  session  we 

worthy  of  your  attention.    Tet,  if  one  were  to  refused  to  prevent  them.    In  both  cases,  the 

Ibck  forward,  it  scarcely  seems  altogether  poli-  passive  and  the  active,  our  principle  was  the 

lie  to  bestow  so  much  liberality  of  invective  same.    Had  the  crown  pleased  to  retain  the 

•B  ibe  whigs  of  this  kingdom,  as  I  find  has  been  spirit  with  regard  to  Ireland,  which  seenui  to 

Aefiuhioatodo,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  be  now  all  directed  to  America,  we  should 

That  you  should  pay  compliments,  in  Bcxae  have  neglected  our  own  immediate  defence, 

tone  or  other,  whether  ironical  or  serious,  to  and  sent  over  the  last  man  of  our  militia,  to 

ikm  minister,  fitnn  whose  imbecili^  you  have  fight  with  the  last  man  of  your  volunteers. 

flstorted  what  yon  could  never  obtain  from  his  To  this  influence,  the  principle  of  action, 

booBty,  ii  not  unnatural.  In  the  first  effusions  the  principle  of  policy,  and  the  principle  of 

tt  parliamentary  gratitude  to  that  minister,  union  of  the   present  minority  are  opposed. 

ftr  tiie  early  and  voluntary  benefits  he  has  confer-  These  principles  of  the  opposition  are  the  only 

nd  npon  Ireland,  it  might  appear  that  you  were  thing  which  preserves  a  single  symptom  of  life 

Wilting  to  the  triumph  of  his  surrender,  if  you  in  the  nation.    That  opposition  is  composed 

M  aot  lead  fome  cf  his  anemies  captive  before  of  the  fiur  greater  part  of  the  independent  pro* 
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pOTtj  and  independent  rank  of  the  kingdom;  of    offend  joa  without  ai^  came,  wonU  be  tieoB* 
whaterer  is  moit  untainted  in  character,  and     trary  to  true  policy,  as  I  am  sure  it  nost  bt 
of  whatever  ability  remains  unextinguished  in     to  the  inclinations  of  aknost  every  one  of  m, 
the  people,  and  of  all  which  tends  to  draw  the     About  two  years  aso    Locd  Nugeitf  mxneA 
attention  of  foreign  countries  upon  this.    It  is     six  propositions  in  favour  of  Ireland,  io  tfas 
now  in  its  final  and  conclusive  struggle.  It  has     house  of  commons.  At  the  time  of  the  motioiit, 
to  struggle  against  a  force,  to  which ,1  am  afraid,     and  during  the  debate.  Lord  North  was  either 
it  is  not  eqtnd.    The  whole  kingdom  of  Scot-     wholly  out  of  the  house,  or  engaged  in  oUier 
land  ranges  with  the  venal,  the  unprincipled,     matters,  of  business  or  {Peasantry,  in  tbs  re- 
and  the  wrong-principled  of  this ;  and  if  the     motest  recesses  of  the  West  Saxon  coner. 
kingdom  of  Ireland  thinks  proper  to  pass  into     He  took  no  part  whatsoever  in  die  a&ir; 
the  same  camp,  we  shall  certainly  be  obliged     but  it  was  supposed  his  neutrality  was  more 
to  quit  the  field.    In  that  case,  if  I  know  any     inclined  towards  the  side  of  favour.  Themoier 
thing  of  this  country,  another  constitntional     being  a  person  in  office,  was,  however,  die  only 
(^position  can  never  be  formed  in  it ;  and  if  this     indication  that  was  given  <^  sudi  a  feaBing. 
be  impossible,  it  will  be  at  least  as  much  so     We,  who  supported  the  propomticns,  ioding 
(if  there  can  be  degrees  in  impossibility)  to     them  better  relished  than  at  first  we  kxiked  fir, 
have  a   constitutional   administraticm  at  any     pursued  our  advantage,  and  began  U>  epea  a 
future  time.    The  possibility  of  the  f<»rmer  is     vray  for  more  essoitial   benefits  to  Irdaad. 
the  only  security  for  the  existence  of  the  latter.     On  the  other  hand,  those,  who  had  hitherto 
Whether  the  present  administration  be  in  the     c^>p06ed  them  in  vain,  rediouUed  their  efforts, 

least  like  one,  I  must  venture  to  doubt,  even  in  and  became  exceedingly  damoroua.    Thea  il 

the  honey-moon  of  the  Irish  fondness  to  Lord  was,   that  Lord  Nwth  (bund  it  necessary  to 

North,  tdiich  has  succeeded  to  all  their  slap-  come  out  of  his  fastness,  and  to  ii^mpose  be* 

pings  and  scratdiings.  tween  the  contending  parties.  In  this  diaracter 

If  liberty  cannot  maintain  its  ground  in  this  of  mediator,  he  declared,  that,  if  any  thing 

kingdom,  I  am  sure  that  it  cannot  have  any  beyond  the  first  six  resolutions  riKwId  be  at* 

long  continuance  in  yours.    Our  liberty  might  tempted,  he  would  oppose  the  whole ;  bat  that, 

now  and  then  jar,  and  strike  a  discord  with  if  we  rested  there,  the  original  motions  should 

that  of  Ireland.  The  thing  is  possible,  but  still  have  his  support.    On  this,  a  sort  of  conven- 

the  instruments  might  play  in  concert.    But  if  tion  took  place  between  him  and  the  managers 

ours  be  unstrung,  yours  will  be  hung  up  on  a  of  the  Irish  business,  in  which  the  six  resohi- 

peg ;  and  both  will  be  mute  for  ever.    Your  tions  were  to  be  considered  as  an  vft'  pom- 

new   military   force    may   give    you    confi-  detiSf  and  to  be  held  sacred, 
dance,  and  it  serves  well  for  a  turn ;  but  you        By  this  time  other  psuties  began  to  a[^[)eir. 

and  I  know  that  it  has  not  root.    It  is  not  A  good  many  of  the  trading  towns,  and  maao- 

perennial,  and  would  prove  but  a  poor  shelter  factures  of  various    kinds,  took  the  alarm, 

for  your  liberty,  when  this  nation,  having  no  in-  Petiticxis  crowded  in  upon  one  another;  ud 

terest  in  its  own,  could  look  upon  yours  with  the  bar  was  occupied  by  a  fininidabie  body  of 

the  eye  of  envy  and  disgust.    I  cannot,  there-  council.    Lord  N.  was  staggered  by  diis  aew 

fore,  help  thinking,  and  telling  you  what,  with  battery.    He  is  not  of  a  constitution  to  en* 

great  submission,  I  think,  that  if  the  parlia-  counter  such  an  opposition  as  had  then  riseo, 

ment  of  Ireland  be  so  jealous  of  the  spirit  of  when  there  were  no  other  objects  in  view  dian 

our  common  ccnistitution,  as  she  seems  to  be,  those  that  were  then  before   the  house.   Id 

it  was  not  so  discreet  to  mix  with  the  pane-  order  not  to  lose  him,  we   wJere  obliged  to 

gyric  on  the  minister  so  large  a  portion  of  abandon,  bit  by  bit,  the  most  considerable  put 

acrimony  to  the  independent  part  of  this  na-  of  the  original  agreement, 
tion.    You  never  received  any  sort  of  injury        In  several  parts,  however,  he  continued  &ir 

from  them,  and  you  are  grown  to  that  degree  and  firm.  For  my  own  part,  I  acted,  as  I  tnat  I 

of  importance,  that  the  discourses  in  your  commonly  do,  with  decision.    I  saw  very  well 

parliament  will  have  a  much  greater  effect  on  that  the  things  we  had  got  were  of  no  great 

our  immediate  fortune,  than  our  conversation  consideration ;  but  they  were,  ewtn  in  their 

can  have  upon  yours.    In  the  end  they  will  defects,  somewhat  leading.   I  was  in  hopes, 

seriou^y  affect  both.  that  we  might  obtain  gradually,  and  by  parts, 

I  have  looked  back  upon  our  conduct  and  our  what  we  might  attempt  at  once  and  in  tbo  whole 

public  conversations,  in  order  to  discover,  what  without  success ;   that  one  concesnon  would 

it  is  that  can  have  given  you  offence.    I  have  lead  to  another ;  and  that  the  pec^file  of  Enf 

done  so,  because  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  to  laiid,disoovenog,  by  a  progressive  i 
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Ant  none  of  the  concessioos,  actually  made,  I  made  it  my  business  to  give  hk  ooncesskm 
¥rere  followed  by  the  oonsequences  they  had  all  the  value  of  which  they  wnre  capable- 
dreaded,  their  iears,  firom  what  they  were  yet  whilst  some  of  those,  who  were  covered  with 
to  yield,  would  c(Hisiderably  diminish.    But  his  favours,  derogated  from  them,  treated  them 
that  to  which  I  attached  myself  the  most  pap-  with  contempt,  and  openly  threatened  to  op- 
ticularly,  was  to  ^x  the  principle  of  a  free  trade  pose  them.    If  I  had  acted  with  my  dearest 
IB  ail  the  ports  of  these  islands,  as  founded  and   most    valued    friends— if  I  had   acted 
in  justice,  and  beneficial   to  the  whole  ;  but  with  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  or  the  duke 
principally   to  this,  the  seat  of  the  supreme  of  Richmond   in  that  situation,  I  could  not 
power.  And  this  I  laboured  to  the  utmost  <^my  have  attended  more  to  their  honour,  or  endea« 
ni^t,  upon  general  principles,  illustrated  by  voured  more  earnestly  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
ill  the  commercial  detail  with  which  my  little  measures  I  had  taken  in  common  wiUi  them, 
ttquiries  in  life  were  able  to  furnish  me.    I  The  return  which  I,  and  all  who  acted  as  I 
ou^t  to  forget  such  trifling  things  as  those,  did,  have  met  with  from  him,  does  not  make 
witii  all  concerning  myself;   and  possibly  I  me  repent  the  conduct  which  I  then  held. 
Bight  have  forgotten  them,  if  the  lord  advocate        As  to  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen,  with  vrbom 
ofScotlandhadnot,  in  a  very  flattering  manner,  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  they  did  not  then,  or 
twived  them  in  my  memory  in  a  full  house  in  at  any  other  time,  make  a  party  affair  of  Irish 
this  session.    He  told  me  that  my  arguments,  politics.    That  matter  was  always  taken  up 
siich   as  they  were,  had  made   him,  at  the  without  concert;  but,  in  general,  from  the 
period  I   allude  to,  change  the  opinion  with  q»eration  of  our  known  liberal  principles,  in 
which  he  had  come  into  the  house  strongly  government,  in  commerce,  in  religion,  in  every 
iminressed.    I  am  sure,  that,  at  the  time,  at  thing,  it  was  taken  up  favourably  for  Ireland, 
least  twoity  more  told  me  the  same  thing.    I  Where  some  local  interests  bore  hard  upon  the 
oertainly  ought  not  to  take  their  style  of  com-  members,  they  acted  on  the  sense  <^  their  con- 
plimeat  as  a  testimony  to  fact ;  neither  do  I.  stituents,  upon  ideas,  which,  though  I  do  not 
But  all  this  shewed  sufficiently,  not  what  they  always  follow,  I  cannot  blame.    However,  two 
tiioughtof  my  ability,  but  what  they  saw  of  my  or  three  persons,  high  in  opposition,  and  high 
aeaL     I  could  say  more  in  proof  of  the  eflfects  in  public  esteem,  ran  great  risks  in  their  bo- 
of  that  zeal,  and  of  the  unceasing  industry  oughs  on  that  occasion.   But  all  this  was  with- 
with  which  I  then  acted,  both  in  my  endeavours  out  any  particular  plan.    I  need  not  say,  that 
which  were  apparent,  and  those  Uiat  were  not  Ireland  was  in  that  afiair  much  obliged  to  the 
so  visible.    Let  it  be   remembered,  that  I  liberal  mind  and  enlarged  understanding  of 
shewed  those  dispositions,  while  the  parlia-  Charles  Fox,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  to 
laent  of  England  was  in  a  capacity  to  de-  Lord  Middleton,  and  others.    On  reviewing 
liberate,  and  in  a  situation  to  refuse;  when  that  affair,  which  gave  rise  to  all  the  subsequent 
diere  was  something  to  be  risked  here,  by  manoeuvres,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  whole  of 
being  suspected  of  a  partiality  to  Ireland ;  when  what  has  this  day  been  done,  might  have  then 
diere  was  an  honourable  danger  attending  the  been  eflTected.    But  then  the  minister  must 
professicm  of  friendship  to  you,  which  heighten-  have  taken  it  up  as  a  great  plan  of  national 
ed  its  relish,  and  made  it  worthy  of  a  recep-  policy,  and  paid  with  his  person  in  every 
tion  in  manly  minds.  But  as  f<^  the  awkward  lodgement  of  his  approach.    He  must  have 
and  nauseous  parade  of  debate  without  oppo-  used  that  influence  to  quiet  prejudice,  which 
ntion,  the  flimsy  devise  of  tricking  out  neces-  he  has  often  used  to  corrupt  principles  :  and 
sity,  and  disguising  it  in  the  habit  of  choice,  I  know,  that  if  he  had,  he  must  have  succeed- 
tlie  shallow  stratagem  ofdefending,  by  argument  ed.    Many  of  the  most  active  in  opposition 
^niiat  all  the  world  must  perceive  is  yielded  to  would  have  given  him  an  unequivocal  support. 
force — these  are  a  sort  of  acts  of  friendship.  The  corporation  of  London  and  the  great  body 
which  I  am  sorry  that  any  of  my  coimtrymen  of  the  London  West  India  merchants  and 
siiould  require  of  their  read  friends.    They  are  planters,  which  forms  the  greatest  mass  of  that 
things  not  to  my  taste ;  and  if  they  are  looked  vast  interest,  were  disposed  to  fall  in  with  such 
open  as  tests  of  friendship,!  desire  for  one  that  a  plan.    They  certainly  gave  no  sort  of  dis« 
I  may  be  considered  as  an  enemy.  countenance  to  what  was  done  or  was  proposed. 
What  party  purpose  did  my  conduct  answer  But  these  are  not  the  kind  of  objects,  for  which 
at  that  time  ?  I  acted  with  Lord  N.    I  went  to  our  minbters  bring  out  the  heavy  artillery  of 
all  the  ministerial  meetings — and  he  and  his  the  state.    Therefore,  as  things  stood  at  that 
associates  in  office  will  do  me  the  justice  to  time,  a  great  deal  more  was  not  practicable. 
say,  that,  aiming  at  the  concord  of  the  empue,        Last  year  another  proposition  was  brought 
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odLht  the  relief  of  Ireland.    It  wu  started  ther  to  contract  the  nainmBefli  of  men'fideaff 

without  any  communication  with  a  single  per-  to  con6rm  inveterate  prejudices ;  to  inflmi 

son  of  activity  in  the  country  party ;  and,  as  vulgar  passions,  and  to  abet  all  sorts  of  pQ|» 

it  should  seem,  without  any  kind  of  concert  lar  absurdities,  in  order  the  betta  to  doiny 

with  government.  It  appeared  to  me  extremely  popular  rights  and  privileges  >-that  so  fiu-fioi 

raw  and  undigested.     The  behaviour  of  Loni  methodizing  the  fausiuess  of  the  house,  tky 


N.  on  the  opening  of  that  business,  was  the  had  let  all  things  run  into  an  inextricable 

exact  transcript  of  his  conduct  on  the  Irish  fusion ;  and  had  Idl  afiairs  of  the  most  dsficiti 

question    in  the   former  session.    It   was  a  policy  wholly  to  diance. 
mode  of  proceeding,  which  his  nature  has        After   I   bad  exprened  myself  widt  At 

wrought  into  the  texture  of  his  politics,  and  warmth  I  felt  on  fleeing  al  pjieiumet  al 

which  is  inseparable  from  them.     He  diose  order  buried  under  the  rains  of  liber^,  al 

to  absent  himself  on  the  proposition  and  dur-  after  I  had  made  my  protest  against  tin  » 

ing  the  agitation  of  that  business ;  although  sufficiency  of  the  propositions,  I  flfportal 

the  business  of  the  house  is  that  alone,  for  the  principle  of  enlargement,  at  whidi  tbif 

which  he  has  any  kind  of  rdish,  or,  as  I  am  aimed,  though  short  and  somewhat  wide  of  tbl 

toU,  can  be  persuaded  to  listen  to  with  any  mark ;  giving,  as  my  sole  reason,  that  Ikl 

degree  of  attention.    But  he  was  willing  to  more  frequently  these  matters  came  into  dn* 

let  it  take  its  course.    If  it  should  pass  without  cussion,  the  more  it  would  tend  to  di^ni  fern 

any  considerable  difficulty,  he  would  bring  his  and  to  eradicate  prejudices, 
acquiescence  to  tell  for  merit  in  Ireland,  and         This  was  the  only  part  I  took.    The  delul 

he  wouM  have  the  credit,  out  of  his  inddence,  was  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Ntowfaaven  ud 

of  giving  quiet  to  that  country.    If  difficulties  Lord  Beaudiamp,  with  some  assistance  fioi 

should  arise  on  the  part  <^  England,  he  knew,  Earl  Nugent  and  some  independent  genttesRi 

that  the  house  was  so  well  train^,  that  he  of  Irish  property.    The  dead  weight  sf  te 

might,  at  his  pleasure,  call  us  off  from  the  minister  being  removed,  the  hoose  reooverei 

hottest  scent.    As  he  acted  in  his  usual  man-  its  tone  and  elastici^.    We  had  a  tenporiiy 

ner  and  upon  his  usual  principle,  opposition  appearance  of  a  deliberative  cfaamcter.    Tbl 

acted  upon  theirs,  and  rather  generally  sup-  business  was  debated  freely  on  both  sides,  tad 

ported  the  measure.   As  to  mjrself,  I  expressed  with  sufficient  temper.    And  the  sense  o^tfat 

a  disapprobation  at  the  practice  of  bringing  members  being   influenced  by   nothing  tail 

imperfect   and  indigested  projects  into   the  what  will  naturally  influence  men   unboii^ 

house,  before  means  were  used  to  quiet  the  their  reason  and  their  prejudices,  these  two 

clamours,  which  a  misconception  o£  what  we  principles  had  a  fair  conflict,  and  prefodies 

were  doing  might  occasion  at  home ;  and  be-  was  c^liged  to  give  way  to  reason.    A  majo* 

fore  measures  were  settled  with  men  <^  weight  rity  appeared,  oo  a  division,  in  fitvonr  of  die 

and  authority  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  render  our  propositions. 

acta  useful  and  acceptable  to  that  country.    I         As  these  proceedings  got  oat  of  doeis^ 

said,  that  the  only  thing,  which  could  make  the  Glasgow  and  Manchester,  wad,  I  think,  Livei»> 

influence  ofthe  crown  (enormous  without  as  well  pool,  began  to  move,  but  in  a  manner  mdl 

as  within  the  house)  in  any  degree  toIerabIe,was,  more  slow  and  languid  than  formerly.    N(h 

that  it  might  be  employed  to  give  something  of  thing,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  been  letf 

order  and  system  to  the  proceedings  of  a  popular  difficult  than  entirely  to  have  overborne  dieir 

assembly ;  that  government  being  so  situated,  (^position.    The  London  West  India  trada 

as  to  have  a  large  range  of  prospect,  and  as  it  was,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  so  on  this,  per* 

were,  a  bird's  eye  view  of  every  thmg,  they  fectly  liberal,  and  perfectly  quiet;  and  there  il 

might  see  distant  dangers  and  distant  advan-  abroad  so  much  respect  for  the  united  wisdon 

tages,  which  were  not  so  visible  to  those  who  ofthe  house,  when  supposed  to  act  upon  a  fidr 

stood  on  the  common  level ;  they  might,  be-  view  of  a  political  situation,  that  I  scarcely 

sides,  observe  them,  from  this  advantage,  in  ever  remember  any  considerable  imeasinessont 

their  relative  and  combined  state;  which  peo-  of  doors,  when  the  most  active  members,  and 

pie,  locally  instructed  and  partially  informed,  those  of  most  property  and  consideration  in  tbs 

could  behold  only  in  an  insulated  and  un-  minority,  have  joined  themselves  to  the  ad- 

CMinected  manner : — but  that  for  many  years  ministration.   Many  factious  peq>Ie   in  4« 

past  we  suffered  under  all  the  evils,  without  any  towns  I   mentioned,  began,  indeed,  to  revile 

one  of  the  advantages  of  a  government  influ-  Lord  North,  and  to  reproach  his  neutrality,  M 

ence :— that  the    business  o^  a  minister,  or  treacherous  and  ungrateful  to  those  ^tho  had 

of  Ifaoss  who  acted  as  such,  had  been  still  fiip-  so  heartily  and  so  warmly  entered  into  aUhia 
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vith  regard  to  America*    That  noble  eulariy  as  we  saw  that  the  dittreases,  di»* 

faoae  decided  character  it  is  to  give-  contents,  and  armamoits  of   Ireland)  were 

the  latest  and  nearest  pressure,  with-  increasing  every  day,  and  that  we  are  not  so 

^  sort  of  regard  to  distant  conseqaences  much  lost  to  common  sense,  as  not  to  know 

kind,  thought  fit  to  appear,  on  this  sig-  the  wisdom  and  efficacy  (Nearly  concession,  in 

(m  of  the  pleasure  of  those  his  worthy  circumstances  such  as  ours. 

and  partizans,  and  putting  himself  at  The  session  was   now  at  an  end.    The 

id  of  the  Posse  Scaccarii,  whdly  re-  ministers,  instead  of  attending  to  a  duty,  that 

s  of  the  dignity  and  consistency  of  our  was  so  urgent  on  them,  employed  themselves, 

ble  house,  drove  the  propositions  entirely  as  usual,  in  endeavours  to  destroy  the  re- 

loors,  by  a  majority  newly  summoned  to  putation  <^  those  who  were  hcM  enough  to  re* 

mind  them  <^  it.    They  caused  it  to  be  in» 

pder  to  atone  to  Ireland  for  this  gratificar  dustriously  circulated  through  the  nation,  that 

Manchester,  he  graciously  permitted,  or  the  distresses  of  Ireland  were  of  a  nature  hard 

'orwarded  two  bills ;  that  for  encouraging  to  be  traced  to  the  true  source ;  that  they  had 

>wth  of  tobacco,  and  that  for  giving  a  been  monstrously  magnified ;  and  that,  in  par- 

OB  exportation  of  hemp  from  Ireland,  ticular,  the  official  reports  fixxn  Ireland  had 

rere  brought  inby  two  very  worthy  mem-  given  the  lie  (that  was  their  phrase)  to  Lord 

id  on  good  principles ;  but  I  was  sorry  to  Rockingham's  representations.  And,  attribut* 

m  ;  and  after  expressing  my  doubts  of  ing  the  origin  of  the  Irish  proceedings  wholly 

"opriety,  left  the  house.    Little  also  was  to  us,  they  asserted,  that  every  thing  done  in 

on  them.    My  objections  were  two ;  the  parliament  upon  the  subject,  was  with  a  view 

It  the  cultivation  of  those  weeds  (if  one  of  stirring  up  rebellion ;  "  that  neither  the  Iridi 

■  could  be  at  all  cultivated  to  profit)  was  legislature,  nor  their  constituents,  had  signified 

t  to  the  introduction  of  a  good  course  of  any  dissatisfaction  at  the  relief  obtained  in  the 

ttire.    The  other,  that  the  encourage-  session  preceding  the  last;  that  to  convince  both 

;iven  to  them,  tended  to  establish  that  of  the  impropriety  of  their  j>eaoea6fe  conduct, 

svoos  poli<^  of  considering  Ireland  as  a  opposition,  by  making  demands  in  the  name  of 

'  of  staple,  and  a  producer  of  raw  ma-  Ireland,  pointed  out  what  she  might  extort  fi'om 

Great  Britain;  that  the  facility  with  which 

m  the  rejection  of  the  first  proposi-  relief  was  (formerly)  granted,  instead  of  satis- 

and  the   acceptance  of  the  last  had  fying  opposition,  was  calculated  to  create  new 

as  it  was  natural,  raised  a  very  strong  demands.  These  demands,  as  they  interfered 
ent  in  Ireland,  Lord  Rockingham,  who  with  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  were 
idy  said,  that  there  never  seemed  a  more  certain  of  being  opposed;  a  circumstance 
me  time  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  than  which  could  not  fail  to  t»'eate  that  desirable 
oment,  when  Lord  North  had  rcy'ected  confusion  which  suits  the  views  of  the  party. 
mal  propositions  for  its  relief,  without  That  they  (the  Irish)  had  long  felt  their  own 
ing,  I  believe,  any  one  living,  did,  what  misery,  toUhout  knowing  well  from  whence  tl 
ytoAenvery  willing  to  do; but  he  thought  came.  Our  worthy  patriots,  by  pointing  onU 
occasion  of  magnitude  enough  to  justify  Great  Britain  as  the  caxise  ojf  Jrish  distress, 
lordinary  step.  He  went  into  the  closet,  may  have  some  chance  of  rousing  Irish  re- 
de a  strong  represmtation  on  the  matter  sentment."  This  I  quote  fi-om  a  pamphlet,  as 
cing ;  which  was  not  ill  received,  and  I  perfecdy  contemptible  in  point  of  writing  as 
produced  good  effects.  He  then  made  it  is  false  in  its  facts,  and  wicked  in  its  design: 
tion  in  the  house  of  lords,  which  you  but  as  it  is  written,  under  the  authority  of 
collect,  but  he  was  content  to  withdraw  ministers,  by  one  of  their  principal  literary 
insure  which  it  contained,  on  the  solemn  pensioners,  and  was  circulated  with  great 
5  of  ministry,  that  they  would,  in  the  diligence,  and,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  at 
of  parliament,  prepare  a  plan  for  the  a  considerable  expense  to  the  public,  I  use 
of  &eland,  and  have  it  in  readiness  to  the  words  of  that  book,  to  let  you  see  in  what 
»  at  the  next  meeting.  You  may  re-  manner  the  fHends  and  patrons  o£  Ireland,  the 
that  LwdGower  became  in  a  particular  heroes  of  your  parliament,  represented  all 
'  bound  for  the  fulfilling  this   engage-  efforts  for  your  relief  here ;  what  means  they 

Even  this  did  not  satisfy  ;  and  most  of  took  to  di£q;)ose  the  minds  of  the  people  towards 

lority  were  very  unwilling  that  parlia-  that  great  object ;  and  what  encouragement 

dioiJd   be  prorogued,  until  something  they  gave  to  all  who  should  choose  to  exert 

il  00  the  subject  shoidd  be  done^  parti-  themselves  in  our  favour.    Their  unwearied 
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endeaTOura  were  not  wholy  without  suooest  aerer  ahaO ;  and  Mr.  f os  etpraned  tiMnirill 

mod  the  unthinkiiig  people  in   many  places  his  umal  power  rrhen  he  spoke  on  the  snbjeel 
became  ill  affected  towards  us  on  this  account.        AU  this  is  very  honourable  to  you.    Bat  ■ 

For  the  ministers  proceeded  in  your  affairs,  what  light  must  we  see  it?    How  are  we  to 

just    as  they  did  with   regard   to  those  c£  consider  your  armament  without  oommiiQaa 

America.     They  always  represented  you  as  a  from  the  crown,  when  some  of  the  frst  peopb 

parcel  of  blockheads  without  sense,  or  even  in  this  kingdom  have  been  reiiised  arms,  at  thi 

feeling ;  that  all  your  words  were  only  the  echo  time  they  did  not  <»ily  not  reject,  hot  solidted 

of  faction  here ;  and  (as  you  have  seen  above)  the  king's  commissions?  Here  to  arm  lad 

that  you  had  not  understainding  enough  to  know  embody  woukl  be  represented  as  little  leai  thn 

that  your  trade  was  cramped  by  restrictive  acts  high  treason,  if  done  on  private  autbori^ 

of  the  British  parliament,  unless  we  had,  for  With  you  it  receives  the  thanks  of  a  privy  coo^ 

&ctious  purposes,  given  you  the  informaticm.  seller  of  Great  Britain,  who  obeys  the  Iriak 

They  were  so  far  from  giving  the  least  inti-  house  of  lords,  in  that  point,  with  pleaaun; 
mation  of  the  measures  which  have  since  taken  and  is  made  secretary  of  state,  the  momatlN 
place,  that  those  who  were  supposed  the  best  to  lands  here,  lor  his  reward.    Tou  shortened  thi 
know  their  intentions,  declared  them  impossible  credit  given  to  the  crown  to  six  months— Too 
in  the  actual  state  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  hung  up  the  public  credited  your  kingdom bf 
i^>oke  of  nothing  but  an  act  of  unicm,  as  the  only  a  thread — You  refused   to  raise  any  taxn, 
way  that  could  be  found  of  giving  freedom  of  whilst  you    confessed  the  puMic  debt,  and 
trade  to  Ireland,  consistently  with  the  interests  public  exigencies,  to  be  great  and  urgent  be- 
of  this  kingdom.  Even  when  the  session  open-  yond  example.    You  certainly  acted  in  a  gnat 
ed.  Lord  North  declared  that  he  did  not  loiow  s^le,  and  on  sound  and  invinciUe  prini^>i«. 
what  remedy  to  apply  to  a  disease,  of  the  cause  But  if  we,  in  the  opposition  which  fflls  Ireland 
of  which  he  was  ignorant;  and  ministry  not  be-  with  such  loyal  horrours,  had  even  attempted, 
ing  then  entirely  resolved  how  far  they  should  what  we  never  did  even  attempt,  the  smalleat 
submit  to  your  energy,  they,  by  anticipation,  delay,  or  the  smallest  limitation  of  supply,  in 
set  the  above  authw,  or  some  of  his  associates^  order  to  a  constitutional  coercion  of  the  crown) 
to  611  the  newspapers  with  invectives  against  we  should  have  been  decried  by  all  the  oomt 
us,  as  distressing  the  ministers  by  extravagant  and  tory  mouths  of  this  kingdom,  as  a  de- 
demands  in  favour  of  Ireland.  sperate  faction,  aiming  at  the  direct  ruin  of  the 

I  need  not  inform  you,  that  every  thing  they  country,  and  to  surrender  it,  bocmd  hand  and 

asserted  of  the  steps  taken  in  Ireland,  as  the  foot,  to  a  foreign  enemy.    By  actually  doing 

result  of  our  machinations,  was  utterly  false  what  we  never  ventured  to  attempt,  yon  have 

and  groundless.    For  myself,  I  seriously  pro-  paid  your  court  with  such  address,  and  have 

test  to  you,  that  I  neilfier  wrote  a  word  or  re-  won  so  much  favour  with  his  majesty  and  hif 

ceived  a  line  upon  any  matter  relative  to  the  cabinet,  that  they  have,  of  their  special  graoa 

trade  of  Ireland,  or  to  the  politics  of  it,  from  and  mere  motion,  raised  you  to  new  ^les ; 

the  beginning  of  the  last  session  to  the  day  that  and,  for  the  first  time,  in  a  speech  from  tiie 

I  was  honoured  with  your  letter.    It  would  be  throne,  complimented  you  with  the  appelhttion 

an  affront  to  the  talents  in  the  Irish  parliament  of  "  faithful  and  loyal'* — and,  in  order  to  insidt 

to  say  one  word  more.  our  low  spirited  and  degenerate  obedience, 

What  was  done  in  Ireland  during  that  period,  have  thrown  these  epithets  and  your  resetanoe 

in  and  out  of  parliament,  never  will  be  forgot-  together  in  our  teeth!  What  do  you  think 

ten.    You  raised  an  army  new  in  its  kind,  and  were  the  feelings  of  .every   man,  who  looks 

adequate  to  its  purposes.    It  effected  its  end  upon  parliament  in  an  higher  light  than  diat 

without  its  exertion.    It  was  not  under  the  of  a  market-overt  for  legalizing  a  base  traffic 

authority  of  law,  most  certainly ;  but  it  derived  of  votes  and  pensions,  when  he  saw  you  ewfkff 

from  an  authori^  still  higher;  and  as  they  say  such  means  of  coercicm  to  the  crown,  in  order 

of  faith,  that  it  is  not  contrary  to  reason,  but  to  coerce  our  parliament  through  that  medium? 

above  it;  so  this  army  did  not  so  much  con-  How  much  his  majesty  is  pleased  widi  Am 

tradict  the  spirit  of  the  law  as  supersede  it.  part  of  the  civility  must  be  left  to  his  own  taaln. 

What   you  did    in    the  legislative  body  is  But  as  to  us,  you  declared  to  the  world,  that 

above  all  praise.  By  your  proceeding  with  re-  you  knew  that  the  way  of  bringing  us  to  reason, 

gard  to  the  supplies,  you  revived  the  grand  use  was  to  apply  yourselves  to  the  true  source  of  all 

and  characteristic  benefit  of  parliament,  which  our  opinions,  and  the  only  motive  to  all  oor 

was  on  the  point  of  being  entirely  lost  among  conduct !  Now,  it  seems,  you  think  yoursdiTCi 

us.    These  sentiments  I  never  c(mcealed,  and  affronted,  because  a  few  oi  us  ezprenn 
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iafignatkm  al  the  minister  wiio  has  thought  fit    accused  of  an  endeayoor  to  inflame  England. 
to  strip  us  stark  naked,  and  expose  the  true     If  I  shoukl  represent  them  as  too  little,  I  shouki 


of  our  pozed  and  pestilential  habit  to  the  have  been  charged  with  a  design  of  fomenting 

^world !  Think,  or  say,  what  you  will  in  Ireland,  the  discontents  of  Ireland  into  actual  rebellion. 

1  abaJl  erer  think  it  a  crime  hardly  to  be  ex-  The  treasury  bench  represented  that  the  affair 

piated  by  his  blood.    He  might,  and  ought,  by  was  a  matter  of  state ; — they  represented  it 

m  longer  continuance,  or  by  an  earlier  meeting  truly.    I  therefore  only  asked,  whether  they 

<£  this  parliament,  to  have  given  va  the  credit  knew  these  propositions  to  be  such  as  would 

^  some  wisdom,  in  foreseeing  and  anticipating  satisfy  Ireland ;  for,  if  they  were  so,  they  woukl 

«B  approaching  force.    So  far  from  it.  Lord  satisfy  me.    This  did  not  indicate,  that  I 

Oower,  coming  out  ofhis  own  cabinet,  declares,  thought  them  too  ample.    In  this  our  silence 

that  one  principal  cause  of  his  resignation  was,  (however  dishonourable  to  parliament)  there 

lOB  not  being  able  to  prevail  on  the  present  was  one  advantage  ;  that  the  whole  passed,  as 

ainister  to  give  any  sort  of  application  to  this  far  as  it  is  gone,  with  complete  unanimity ;  and 

Imsiness.    Even  on  the  late  meeting  <^  parlia-  so  quickly,  tliat  there  was  no  time  left  to  excite 

ment,  nothing  determinate  coukl  be  drawn  from  any  opposition  to  it  out  of  doors.    In  the  West 

bkn,  or  fixNn  any  of  his  associates,  until  you '  India  business,  reasoning  on  what  had  lately 

had  actually  passed  the  short  money  bill ;  which  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  on  the 

BiMsnre  they  flattered  themselves,  and  assur-  mode  in  which  it  was  opened  here,  I  thought  I 

ed  others,  you  would  never  come  up  to.    Dis-  saw  much  matter  of  perplexity.    But  I  have 

appointed  in  their  expectation  at  seeing  the  now  better  reason  than  ever  to  be  pleased  with 

siege  raised,  they  surnBudered  at  discretion.  my  silence.    If  I  had  spoken ;  one  of  the  most 

Judge,  my  dear  sir,  of  our  surprise,  at  finding  honest  and  able  men*  in  the  Irish  parliament, 

your  oensure  directed  against  those  whose  only  would  probably  have  thought  my  observation  an 

crime  was,  in  accusing  the  ministers  of  not  endeavour  to  sow  dissension,  which  he  was 

having  prevented  your  demands  by  our  graces;  resolved  to  prevent;  and  one  of  the  most  in- 

of  not  having  given  you  the  natural  advantages  genious  and  one  o{  the  most  amiable  men!  that 

of  your  country,  in  the  most  ample,  the  most  ever  graced  yours  or  any  house  of  parliament, 

early,  and  the  most  liberal  manner;  and  for  not  might  have  looked  on  it  as  chimera.    In  the 

having  given  away  authority  in  sudi  a  manner  silence  I  observed,  I  was  strongly  countenanced 

as  to   ensure  fi'iendship.    That  you  should  (to  say  no  more  of  it)  by  every  gentleman  of 

make  the  panegyric  of  the  ministers  is  what  I  Ireland,  that  I  had  the  honour  of  conversing 

expected;  because  in  praising  their  bounty,  with  in  London.    The  only  word  for  that 

you  paid  a  just  compliment  to  your  own  force,  reason,  which  I  spoke,  was  to  restrain  a  worthy 

But  that  you  should  rail  at  us,  either  indivi-  county  member ,|  who  h^  received  some  com- 

dually,  or  collectively,  is  what  I  can  scarcely  munication  from  a  great  trading  place  in  the 

think  a  natural  proceeding.    I  can  easily  con-  county  he  represents,  which,  if  it  had  been 

ceive  that  gentlemen  might  grow  frightened  at  opened  to  the  house,  would  have  led  to  a  per- 

what  they  had  done  ; — ^that  they  might  imagine  plexing  discussion  of  one  of  the  most  trouble- 

they  had  undertaken  a  business  sd>ove  their  some  matters  that  could  arise  in  this  business, 

direction ;— that  having  obtained  a  state  of  I  got  up  to  put  a  stop  to  it ;  and  I  believe, 

iadependence  for  their  country,  they  meant  to  if  you  knew  what  the  topic  was,  you  would 

Uke  the  diserted  helm  into  their  own  hands,  commend  my  discretion. 
and  si^ly  by  their  very  real  abilities  the  total        That  it  should   be  a  matter  of  public  dis- 

in^icacy  of  the  nominal  government.    All  cretion  in  me,  to  be  silent  on  the  affairs  of 

these  might  be  real,  and  mi^t  be  very  justi-  Ireland,  is  what,  on  all  accounts,  I  bitterly 

fiable  motives  for  their  reconciling  themselves  lament.    I  stated  to  the  house  what  I  felt;  and 

cordially  to  the  present  court  system.    But  I  I  felt  as  strongly  as  human  sensibility  can  foel, 

do  not  so  well  discover  the  reasons  that  could  the  extinction  of  my  parliamentary  capacity, 

induce  them,  at  the  first  feeble  dawning  of  life  where  I  wished  to  use  it  most.    When  I  came 

in  this  country,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  cast  into  this  parliament,  just  fourteen  years  ago— 

a  doud  over  it ;  and  to  prevent  the  least  hope  into  this  parliament,  then,  in  vulgar  opinion  at 

of  oar  affecting  the  neccessary  reformations,  least,  the  presiding  council  of  the  greatest  em- 

which  are  aimed  at  in  our  constitution,  and  in  pire  existing,  (and  perhaps,  all  things  consi- 

oar  national  oeconomy.  dered,  that  ever  did  exist,)  obscure,  and  a  stran* 

But,  it  seems,  I  was  silent  at  the  passing  the 
resohitions.    Why— what  had  I  to  say?  If  I         ♦  Mr.  Orattan.    fMr.  Hussey  Burgh. 
had  thought  them  too  much,  I  should  have  been         \  Mr.  Stanley,  member  for  Lancashire. 
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^  «a  I  was,  I  considered  mjnMlf  as  raised  to  tfiis  people,  is  die  way  to  promote  the  Boioi 

the  highest  dignity  to  which  a  creatare  of  oar  of  two  free   countries,    or  of  holdin*  then 

vpecies  coold  aspire.    In  that  opinion,  one  of  blether,  bj  the  most  natural  and  sahitsuy  tios. 
the  chief  pleasures  in  my  situation,  what  was         Tou  will  be  frightened  when  you  see  this 

first  and  uppermost  in  my  thoughts,  was  the  long  letter.    I  smile  when  I  consider  the  ien^ 

hope,  without  injury  to  this   country,  to  be  of  it,  mysel£    I  nerer,  that  I  remember,  wrote 

somewhat  useful  to  the  place  of  my  birth  and  any  of  the  same  extent    Bat  it  shows  rae,  that 

edncatioa,  which,  in  many  respects  internal  the  reprcNwhes  of  thecoontry  that  I  once  be> 

and  external,  I  thought  ill  and   impoliticaHy  kinged  to,  and  in  which  I  stiH  hare  a  deameai 

governed.  But  when  I  found  that  the  house,  siv-  of  instinct  vaore  than  I  cas  justify  to  reisoa^ 

rendering  itself  to  the  guidance  of  an  authority  nalra  a  greater  impression  on  me  thaa  I  hail 

not  grown  out  of  an  experienced  wisdom  and  imagined.    But  paorting  words  are  adraitlecltv 

integrity,  but  out  of  the  accidents  of  court  be  a  little  tecBous,  because  they  are  not  Ifttif 

favour,  had  become  the  sport  of  the  passions  of  to  be  renewed,    j^  H  wfll  not  be  making  yov^ 

men  at  one  rash  and  pusillanimous ;-— that  it  self  as  trooUesoroe  to  others  as  I  am  to  yoOi 

had  even  got  into  the  habit  of  refusing  every  I  irfiall  be  obliged  to  yoo,  if  yoa   wiB  ahoir 

thing  to  reason,  and  surrendering  every  thing  this,  at  their  greater  leisure,  to  the  speaker,  la 

to  force,  all  my  power  of  obliging  either  my  your  exceHent  kinsman,  to  Mr.  Gbt^ttan,  Mr. 

country  or  individuals  was  gone ;  all  the  lustre  Yehrerton,  and  Mr.  Daly ; — all  these  I  bavetha 

of  my  imaginary  rank  was  tarnished  ;  and  I  honour  of  being  personally  known  to,  exoe|il 

fek  degraded  even  by  my  elevation.    I  said  Mr.  Telverton,  to  whom  I  am  <HiIy  known  kf 

this,  or  something  to  this  effect.    If  it  gives  my  obligations  to  him.    If  you  live  in  uj 

oSence  to  Ireland,  [  am  sorry  for  it ;  it  was  the  habits  unth  my  old  friend  the  provost,  I  ahall 

reason  I  gave  for  my  silence  ;  and  it  was,  as  be   glad   that  he  too  sees  this  mf  hnatk 

fiur  as  it  went,  the  true  one.  apcktgy. 

With  you,  this  silence  of  mine  and  of  others        Adieu !  once  more  accept  my  best  thanks  for 

was   represented  as  factious,  and  as  a  dis-  the  interest  you  take  in  me.    Believe,  that  it 

coantenance  to  the  measure  of  your  relief,  is  received  by  an  heart  not  yet  so  ddy  as  ts 

Do  you  think  us  chiklren  ?  If  it  had  been  our  have  lost  its  susceptibUi^.     AH  here  give  yoa 

wish  to  embroil  matters,  and,  for  the  sake  of  the  best  old-fashioned  wishes  of  the  season,  and 

distressing  ministry,  to  commit  the  two  king-  believe  me,  wi^  the  greatest  truth  and  regard, 
doms  in  a  dispute,  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  My  dear  Sir,  Your  most  fiiitbful 

(without  at  all  condemning  the  propositions)  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

to  have  gone  into  the  commercial  detail  of  the  Beaoonsfield,         EDMUND  BURKE, 

objects  of  them.    It  (^Hild  not  have  been  re-  New  Year's  day,  1780. 
fused  to  us:  and  you,  who  know  the  nature  of 

business  so  well,  must  know,  that  this  would        I  am  frightened  at  the  trouble  I  give  yoa  anil 

have  caused  such  delays,  and  given  rise  during  our  friends  ;   but  I  recollect,  that  yoa  ara 

that  delay,  to  such  discussions,  as  all  the  wis-  mostly  lawyers,  and  habituated  to  r^  kiag 

dom  of  your  favourite  minister   could  never  tiresome  papers — and,  where  your  firi^Miship 

have  settled.    But  indeed  you  mistake  your  is  concerned,  without  a  fee ;  I  am  sure,  too^ 

men.    We  tremble  at  the  idea  of  a  disunion  that  you  will  not  act  the  lawyer  in  scrutiniziaf 

of  these  two  nations.  The  only  thing  in  which  too  minutely  every  expression  whidi  my  haata 

we  differ  with  yoa,  is  this--that  we  do  not  may  make  me  use.    I  forgot  to  mentian  vf 

think  your  attaching  yourselves  to  the  court,  friend  O'Hara  and  others,  but  yoa  will  OOO" 

and  quarrelling  with  tho  independent  part  of  municate  it  as  you  please. 
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DKJLB.  lUi,  on  the  demand  of  40^000  Irish  bayonets,  of 
I  AM  Teryuohai^y  to  find,  that  my  conduct  having  made  a  speech  of  two  hours  long  to 
ii  the  business  o(  Ireland,  on  a  ibrroer  occa-  prove  that  my  former  conduct  was  founded  upon 
MO,  had  made  many  to  be  cold  and  indifferent,  no  one  right  principle,  either  of  policy,  justice, 
who  would  otherwise  have  been  warm  in  my  or  commerce.    I  never  heard  a  more  elaborate, 
fiiepow.    I  really  thought,  that  events  would  more  able,  more  convincing,  and  more  shame- 
hlire  produced  a  quite  contrary  effect;    and  fid  speech.    The  debator  obtained  credit;  but 
wocdd  have  proved  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  statesman  was  disgraced  for  ever.  Amends 
Bristol,  that  it  was  no  desire  of  (^iposing  were  made   for  having  refused   small,  but 
iByself  to  their  wishes,  but  a  certain  knowledge  timely  concessions,  by  an  unlimited  and  un- 
ci  the  necessity  of  their  affairs,  and  a  tender  timely  surrender,  not  oa\y  of  every  one  erf*  the 
rq;ard  to  their  honour  and  interest,  which  in-  objects  of  former  restraints,  but  virtually  of 
doeed  me  to  take  the  part  which  I  then  took,  the  whole  legislative  power  itself  which  had 
They  placed  me  in  a  situation,  which  might  made  them.    For  it  is  not  necessary  to  inform 
enaUe  me  to  discern  what  was  fit  to  be  done  on  you  that  the  unfortunate   parliament  of  this 
a  consideration  of  the  relative  circumstances  kingdom  did  not  dare   to  qualify   the  very 
of  this  country  and  all  its  neighbours.    This  liberty  she  gave  of  trading  with  her  own  plan- 
WMM  what  you  could  not  so  well  do  yourselves ;  tations,  by  applying,  of  her  awn  authority,  any 
but  yon  had  a  right  to  e]q)ect  that  I  should  one  of  the  commercial  regulations  to  the  new 
avail  myself  of  the  advantage  which  I  derived  traffic  of  Ireland,  which  bind  us  here  under 
firom  your  favour.    Under  the  impression  of  the    several  acts  of  navigation.    We  were 
this  duty  and  this  trust,  I  bad  endeavoured  to  obliged  to  refer  them  to  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
render,  by  preventive  graces  and  concessions,  l&nd,  as  conditions  ;  just  in  the  same  manner, 
every  act  of  power  at  the  same  time  an  act  of  as  if  we  were  bestowing  a  privilege  of  the  same 
lenity ; — the  result  of  English  bounty,  and  not  sort  on  France  and  Spain,  or  any  other  inde- 
of  English  timidity  and  distress.    I  really  flat-  pendent  power,  and,  indeed,  with  more  studied 
tered  myself,    that  the  events,  which  have  caution  than  we  should  have  used,  not  to  shodK 
proved  beyond  dispute  the  prudence  of  such  a  the  principle  of  their  independence.    How  the 
maxim,  would  have  obtained  pardon  for  me,  if  minister  reconciled  the  refusal  to  reason,  and 
Dot  approbation.    But  if  I  have  not  been  so  the  surrender  to  arms,  raised  in  defiance  of  the 
fortunate,  I  do  most  sincerely  regret  my  great  prerogatives  of  the  crown  to  his  master,  I  know 
loss  ;  witfi  this  comfort,  however,  that,  if  I  not ;  it  has  probably  been  settled,  in  some  way 
have  disobliged  my  constituents,  it  was  not  or  other,  between  themselves.    But  however 
in  pursuit  of  any  sinister  interest  or  any  party  the  king  and  his  ministers  may  settle  the  ques- 
passion  of  ray  own,  but  in  endeavouring  to  save  tion  of  his  dignity  and  his  rights,  I  thought  it 
them  from  disgrace,  along  with  the  whole  com-  became  me,  by  vigilance  and  foresight,  to  take 
iBunity  to  which  they  and  I  belong.    I  shall  oare  of  yours ;   I  thought  I  ought  rather  to 
he  concerned  for  this,  and  very  much  so  ;  but  lighten  the  ship  in  time  than  to  expose  it  to  a 
1  should  be  more  concerned,  if,  in  gratifying  a  total  wreck.    The  conduct  pursued  seemed  to 
present  humour  of  theirs,  I    had  rendered  mo  without  weight  or  judgment,  and  more  fit 
tdyself  unworthy  of  their  former  or  their  future  for  a  member  for  Banbury  than  a  member  for 
^oice.     I  confess  that  I  could  not  bear  to  face  Bristol.    I  stood  therefore  silent  with  grief  and 
tHy  constituents  at  the  next  general  election,  if  vexation  on  that  day  of  the  signal  shame  and 
t  had  been  a  rival  to  Lord  North  in  the  glory  humiliation  of  this  degraded  king  and  country. 
Of  having  refused  some  small,  insignificant  But  it  seems  the  pride  of  Ireland,  in  the  day 
concessions,  in  favour  of  Ireland,  to  3ie  argu-  of  her  power,  was  equal  to  ours,  when  we 
hnents  and  supplications  of  English  members  dreamt  we  were  powerful  too.    I  have  been 
of  parliament;  and  in  the  very  next  session,  abused  there  even  for  my  silence,  which  was 

construed  into  a  desire  of  exciting  discontent 

rtMrT^nn?irTwrin«if^h''^°^®'^^^^^^  i"  England.    But,  thank  God,  my  letter  to 

f>fwnjcn  Mr.  Burke  was  one  of  the  representa-  ■«  •_.  i  •         •  .  .-       .  ^i_ 

«ves  in  parliament.    It  relates  to  the  same  sub-  Bristol  was  m  prmt;  my  sentiments  on  the 

ject  as  the  preceding  letter.  policy  of  the  measure  were  known  and  deiar- 
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mined,  and  such  as  no  man  could  think  me 
absurd  enough  to  contradict.  When  I  am  no 
longer  a  free  agent,  I  am  obliged  in  the  crowd 
to  yield  to  necessity ;  it  is  surely  enough  that  I 
silently  submit  to  power ;  it  is  enough  that  I  do 
not  foolishly  affront  tlie  conquerour ;  it  is  too 
hard  to  force  me  to  sing  his  praises  whilst  I 
am  led  in  triumph  before  him ;  or  to  make  the 
panegyric  of  our  own  minister,  who  would  put 
me,  neither  in  a  condition  to  surrender  with 
honour,  or  to  fight  with  the  smallest  hope  of 
victory.  I  was,  I  confess,  sullen,  and  silent 
on  that  day ;  and  shall  continue  so,  until  I  see 
some  disposition  to  inquire  into  this  and  other 
causes  of  the  national  disgrace.  If  I  suflS;r  in 
my  reputatioo  for  it  in  Ireland,  I  am  sorry; 


but  it  neither  does  nor  can  affect  me  so  oairif 
as  my  suffering  in  Bristol,  for  having  wished  to 
unite  the  interests  <^  the  two  nations  in  a  mo* 
ner  that  would  secure  the  supremacy  of  thii. 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  the 
length  of  this  letter.    My  earnest  desire  of » 
plaining  myself  in  every  p(unt  which  may  afieel 
the  mind  of  any  worthy  gentleman  in  Bristol  ji 
the  cause  (^  it.     To  yourself,  and  to  jm 
liberal  and  manly  notions,  I  know  it  is  Botis 
necessary.    Believe  me. 

My  dear  sir,  your  most  faitUbl 
and  obedient  humble  sefTHt, 
BeaconsfieM,  EDMUND  BURKEi 

Apnl  4th,  1780. 
To  John  Meiiott,  Esq.  Bristol. 


LETTERS, 

WITH  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  EXECUTIONS  OF  THE 

RIOTERS  IN  1780.* 

TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR. 


MT  LORD, 

I  HOI  X  I  am  not  too  late  with  the  inclosed 
slight  observations.  If  the  execution  already 
ordered  cannot  be  postponed,  might  I  venture 
to  recommend  that  it  should  extend  to  one 
only ;  and  then  the  plan  suggested  in  the  in- 
closed paper  may,  if  your  lordship  thinks  well 
of  it,  take  place,  with  such  improvements  as 
your  better  judgment  may  dictate.  As  to 
fewness  of  the  executicms,  and  the  good  ^ects 
of  that  policy,  I  cannot  for  my  own  part  en- 
tertain the  slightest  doubt. 

If  you  have  no  objection,  and  think  it  may 
not  occupy  more  of  his  magesty's  time  than 
such  a  thing  is  worth,  I  should  not  be  sorry 
that  the  inclosed  was  put  into  the  king's 
hands.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord. 
Tour  lordship's  most  obedient 
Charles-street,  humble  servant, 

July  10,  1780.        EDMUND  BURKE. 

♦  It  appears  by  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  written  bv  the  earl  of  Mansfield  to  Mr. 
Burke,  dated  the  17th  July,  1780,  that  these 
RBFLBOTioNS  hstd  also  been  communicated  to 
him — "  I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter 
and  very  judicious  thoughts.    Having  been  so 

greatly  injured  myself,  I  have  thought  it  more 
ecent  not  to  attend  the  reports,  and  conae- 
auently  have  not  been  present  at  any  delibera- 
on  upon  the  subject.'* 


TO  THE  EARL  BATHURST, 

LOBD  F&ESIDEirr  OF  THE  COUHCIL. 
MY  'lord, 

I  came  to  town  but  yesterday,  and  therefore 
did  not  learn  more  early  the  probable  extent  of 
the  executions,  in  consequence  of  the  late  dis- 
turbances.  I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
you,  with  the  sincerest  deference  toyour  jtid^ 
ment,  what  appeared  to  me,  very  early,  as 
reasonable  in  this  business.  Further  thou^ 
have  since  occurred  to  me.  I  confess  my  mini 
is  under  no  small  degree  of  solicitude  and 
anxiety  on  the  subject ;  I  am  fully  persuadedi 
that  a  proper  use  of  mercy  would  not  only  re- 
commend the  wisdom  and  steadiness  of  goTero- 
ment,  but,  if  properly  used,  might  be  made  a 
means  of  drawing  out  the  principal  movers  in 
this  wicked  business,  who  have  hitherto  eluded 
your  scrutiny.  I  beg  pardon  for  this  intnisioo, 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard 
and  esteem. 

My  Lord, 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient 
Charles-street,         humble  servant, 
July  18,  1780.        EDMUND  BURKK. 


A  LETTER  TO  BIB  GREY  COOPER,  BART.  $85 

I  believe  will  enter  into  our  ideas  on  the  subject. 

TO  SIR  GRET  C(X)PER,  BART.*  On  this  matter  you  see  that  no  time  is  to  be 

lost.     Before  a  final  determination,  the  first 

l>KAB  SIR,  thmg  I  would  recommend  is,that  iflhe  very  next 

AccoRDiif  o  to  your  desire,  I  send  you  a  copy  execution  cannot  be  delayed  (by  the  way  I  do 

t  tbe  few  reflections  on  the  subject  of  the  not  see  why  it  may  not)  it  may  be  of  but  asin- 

vesent  executions,  which  occurred  to  me  in  the  gle  person ;  and  that  afterwards  you  should  not 

nrliest  period  of  the  late  disturbances,  and  exceed  two  or  three :  for  it  is  enough  ^  one 

sUch  all  my  e:q>erience  and  observaticm  since  riot,  where  the  very  act  of  parliament,  on  which 

men  most  stron^y  confirmed.  The  executions,  you  proceed,  is  rather  a  little  hard  in  its  sano- 

taidng  those  wluch  have  been  made,  which  are  tions  and  its  construction :  not  that  I  mean  to 

WfBm  ordered,  and  which  may  be  the  natural  complain  <^the  latter,  as  either  new  or  strained ; 

eonequoice  of  the  convictions  in  Surrey,  will  bat  it  was  rigid  fixMn  the  first. 

W  mdoubtedly  too  many  to  answer  any  good  I  am,  dear  sir, 

fwpose.    Grreat  daughter  attended  the  sup-  Tour  most  obedient 

firession  of  the  tumults ;  and  this  ought  to  be  Humble  servant, 

laken  in  discount  from  the  execution  of  the  law.  EDMUND  BURKK 

Tor  God's  sake  entreat  of  Lord  North  to  take  Tuesday, 

m  view  of  the  sum  total  of  the  deaths  before  18th  July,  1780. 
any  are  (mlered  for  execution ;  for  by  not  doing 

something  of  this  kind,  people  are  decoyed  in  I  really  feel  uneasy  on  this  business,  and 

detail  into  severities  they   never  would  have  should  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  personal  fiivour, 

breamed  of,  if  they  had  the  whole  in  their  view  if  you  do  something  to  limit  the  extent  and 

«t  once.    The  scene  in  Surrey  would  have  severity  of  the  law  on  this  point.   Present  my 

sftcted  the  hardest  heart  that  ever  was  in  an  best  compliments  to  Lord  North,  and  if  he 

Imnan  breast.    Justice  and  mercy  have  not  thinks  that  I  have  had  wishes  to  be  serviceable 

ancfa  opposite  interests  as  people  are  apt  to  im-  to  government  on  the  late  occasion,  I  shall  on 

sigine.    I  saw  Lord  Loughborough  last  night.  ™y  p&rt  think  myself  abundantly  rewarded,  if 

Se  seemed  strongly  impressed  with  the  sense  ^  ^^  li^^s  more  than  first  intended,  should  be 

^what  necessity  criiliged  him  to  go  through,  and  saved;  I  should  sincerely  set  it  down  as  a 

personal  obligation,  though  the  thing  stands 

*  One  of  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury.  upon  general  and  strong  reason  of  its  own. 


SOME  THOUGHTS 

ON  THE   APPROACfflNQ   EXECUTIONS,  HUMBLY 
OFFERED  TO  CONSIDERATION. 


ii«c 


As  the  number  of  persons  convicted  <xi 
account  of  the  late  unhappy  tumdts  will  pro- 
bably exceed  what  any  one's  idea  of  vengeance 
or  example  would  deliver  to  capital  punish* 
ment,  it  is  to  be  wished,  that  whole  business, 
as  well  with  regard  to  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  those  who  are  to  suffer  death,  as  with 
regard  to  those  who  shall  be  delivered  over  to 
lighter  punishment,  or  wholly  pardoned,  should 
be  entirely  a  work  of  reason. 

It  has  happened  frequently  in  cases  of  this 
nature,  that  the  fate  of  the  convicts  has  de- 
pended more  upon  the  accidental  circumstance 
of  their  being  brought  earlier  or  later  to  trial, 
than  to  any  steady  principle  of  equity  applied 
to  their  several  cases.  Without  great  care  and 
sobriety,  criminal  justice  generally  begins  with 
anger,  and  ends  in  negligence.  The  first  that 
are  brought  forward,  suffer  the  extremity  of 
the  law,  with  circumstances  of  mitigation  in 
their  case,  and  after  a  time  the  most  atrocious 
delinquents  escape  merely  by  the  satiety  of 
punishment. 

In  the  business  now  before  his  majesty,  the 
following  thoughts  are  humbly  submitted : 

If  I  understand  the  temper  of  the  public  at 
this  moment,  a  very  great  part  of  the  lower,  and 
some  of  the  middling  people  of  this  city,  are  in 
a  very  critical  disposition,  and  such  as  ought 
to  be  managed  with  firmness  and  delicacy.  In 
general,  they  rather  approve  than  blame  the 
principles  of  the  rioters  ;  though  the  better  sort 
of  them  are  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  those 
very  principles  which  they  approve.  This 
keeps  their  minds  in  a  suspended  and  anxious 
state,  which  may  very  easily  be  exasperated  by 
an  injudicious  severity  into  desperate  resolu- 
tions ;  or  by  weak  measures,  on  the  part  of 
government,  it  may  be  encouraged  to  the  pur- 
suit of  courses  which  may  be  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequences  to  the  public. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  approaching 
executions  will  very  much  determine  the  future 
conduct  of  those  people.  They  ought  to  be 
such  as  will  humble,  not  irritate.  Nothing  will 
make  government  more  awful  to  them,  than  to 
see  that  it  does  not  proceed  by  chance,  or 
under  the  influence  of  passion. 
It  is  therefore  proposed,  that  no  execution 


flfaodd  be  made,  ontil  the  mopber  «f  pnw 
which  govemiaent  thinks  fit  to  try,  ii  mi|p 
pleted.    When  the  whole  is  at  once  wfoAv 
eye,  an  examination  ought  to  be  made  vtaif 
circumstances  of  every  particular  ooiividt  ml 
fix,  at  the  very  utmost,  of  the  fittest  eruiihl 
may  then  be  seleeted  for  execution,  whosi^ 
to  be  brought  out  and  put  to  death,  on  onial 
the  same  day,  in  she  different  places,  ad  • 
the  most  solemn  manner  that  can  be  dsmai 
Afterwards,  great  care  should  be  takes,  iM 
their  bodies  may   not  be  ddivered  to  thnr 
friends,  oe  te  others,  who  may  make  thai 
objects  of  compassion,  or  even  lenentisi; 
some  instances  of  the  kind  have  hqipflv^ 
with  regard  to  the  bodies  of  those  kiSedjaAi 
riots. 

The  rest  of  the  malefitctocs  ought  to  \» 
either  condemned,  for  larger  or  shorter  t«iif| 
to  the  lighters ;  houses  of  conrectioD ;  serrisi 
in  the  navy ;  and  th§  l^e^  ^ooqiding  to  dN 
case. 

This  small  Awwher  of  (^jn^jfjmm,  aodJ  it 
one  time,  though  in  different  places,  is  serioialf 
recommended ;  because  it  is  certain,  that  t 
great  havoc  among  criminals  hardois,  radier 
^an  subdues,  the  minds  of  peo{^e  inclined  to 
the  same  crimes ;  and  therefore  fails  of  answa^ 
ing  its  purpose  as  an  example.  M^  who  see 
their  lives  respected  and  thought  o£  value  bf 
others,  come  to  respect  that  gift  <^  God  then- 
selves.  To  have  compassion  for  one's  sel^ 
or  to  care  more  or  less  for  (me's  own  life,  is  t 
lesson  to  be  learned  Just  as  every  other ;  sod 
I  believe  it  will  be  found,  that  conspiradei 
have  been  most  common  and  most  desperste 
where  their  punishment  has  been  most  ex- 
tensive and  most  severe. 

Besides,  the  least  excess  in  this  way,  ex- 
cites a  tenderness  in  the  milder  sort  of  peoplei 
which  makes  them  consider  government  in  •■ 
harsh  and  odious  light.  The  sense  of  joMice 
in  men  is  overloaded  and  fatigued  with  a  kflf 
series  of  executions,  or  with  such  a  Cannes 
at  once,  as  rather  resembles  a-  massacre,  tkiB 
a  sober  execution  of  the  laws.  The  \»M 
thus  lose  their  terrour  in  the  minds  of  dhs 
wicked,  and  their  reverence  in  the  minds  flC 
the  virtuous. 


AOWnON^L  RBRLEGTIONS  ON  THE  EXSCUTKOOL  887 

I  h&Te  efer  obMrved,  that  Ihe  execution  oC  our  own  too,  if  we  have  any  left,  we  oufht  to 

^Qm  man  fiaes  the  atteation  and  excites  awe ;  reflect,  that  an  offence,  which  in  its  cause  is 

^execution  of  uMikitudes  dissipates  and  national,  ought  not  in  its  effects  to  be  rindicated 

"Weakens    the  effect:   but  nen  reason  them-  on  individuals,  but  widi  a  Tcry  weU^tempered 

^dies  into  disapfMrobatMW  and  disgust ;  they  severity. 

^Qonpute  more  as  they  feel  less}  and  every  For  my  own  part,  I  think  the  fire  is  not 

severe  act,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  neces-  extinguished ;  on  the  contrary,  h  seems  to  re* 

^ly,  is  sure  to  he  offensive.  quire  the  attention  of  government  more  than 

Ja  seeing  the  criminals,  a  veiy  different  ever;  but,  as  a  part  of  any  methodical  planibr 

1(m  «aght  to  be  followed,  from  that  recom-  extinguishing  this  flame,  k  really  seesm  ne* 

ilfadad  by  the  champions  ef  the  protestani  ceHary  that  the  execution  of  justice  aboiiUllw 

^poeiataon.    They  recommend,  that  the  offei^  as  ateitdy  and  as  cool  as  poanUe. 
4ii  Ifor  phuder  ought  to  be  puni4ied,  and  the 

•(hpHUm  from  principle  spared.    But  the  con-  . 
^fgj  nde  ought  to  be  followed.  The  ordinary 


I,  of  which  there  are  enough  in  con-  SOME  ADDITIONAL  REFLEOTIOMS 

ifieDce,  are  for  the  former  specass  of  delia-  qjjj  ^HE  EXECUTIONS, 
yptn.;    but  such  ooaamon  plunderers  would 

npial^  no  example  in  the  present  case,  where  The  great  number  of  sufferers  seems  to 
Op  &lse  or  jN-etended  priaciple  of  religion,  arisefromUkBinisfortuneincidMAt  to  the  variety 
yiii  leads  to  orimefy  is  the  very  thing  to  be  of  judicatures  whidi  have  tried  the  crimes.  It 
^^jonuraged.  were  well  if  the  whole  had  been  the  business 
|9fit  ^  repson  which  ought  to  make  these  of  <me  commissiim',  for  now  every  trial  seems 
Vngjf^  nb|eats  ef  sslectiea  for  pumshmcnt,  as  if  it  were  a  separate  business,  and  in  that 
tqffinm  tas  eele^ioa  to  very  foiw.  For  we  U|^,  each  c^ience  is  not  punished  with  greater 
iHPtiCoasid9r>  ^hat  tjbe  whole  sMtiea  has  been  severity  than  single  oSeooeB  of  the  kind  are 
^.^jd^^W^ne^^y  of  their  crime.  T<^er»-  oosamonly  marked;  but,  in  reality  and  (act,  thio 
QOB  is  a  new  virtue  in  any  os— iry;  It  is  a  unfortunate  affair,  ttioughdiiremified  in  the  mur- 
iate ripe  fruit  in  the  best  climates.  We  titude  of  overt  acts,  has  been  one  and  the  sangie 
oogfatto  r^qollcfBt  4io  poisoB,  whioh,  «wier  the  riot;  and  therefore  the  executums,  sofrur  as  r»> 
name  of  antidotes  against  popery,  and  such  like  gards  the  general  effect  on  the  minds  of  men, 
BMmntebank  titles,  has  been  circulated  from  will  have  a  reference  to  the  unity  of  the  offence, 
opfju^Mteandfrom^imr  pyEessfis,from  Aei^eads  and  wiU  appear  to  be  much  more  severe  thaa 
of  the  churdi  of  England,  and  the  heads  of  the  such  a  riot,  atrocious  as  it  was,  can  well  justify 
djfffieqtoai.  Tj^ese  jiuhUcatioiwi,  i»y  degrees,  in  government.  I  pray  that  it  may  be  r^col- 
aave  tended  to' drive  all  religusn  D^  our  09n  leoted,  that  the  chief  delisf^uents  hasm  hithe^o 
iMb  «R0  ^#  11^^  ^^  i?9^oatf^  ^  a  escape4>attdveiymanyof  Ahosewho^^fattflii 
vldent  hatred  of  the  religion  of  ot^  peByjp,  uff0  the  i)aad«  «f  JH{«ios>  4Hfi  a  poor,  Ahwi^^r 
nd  of  course,  with  a  hatred  of  their  persons ;  less  set  of  creatures,  very  little  aware  of  the 
aad  so,  by  a  very  natural  progression,  they  nature  of  their  offence.  None  of  the  list- 
\mwe  led  m«i  to  the  destruction  of  their  makers,  the  assemblers  of  the  mob,  the  direc- 
foods  and  houses,  and  to  attempts  upon  their  tors  and  arrangers,  have  been  convicted.  The 
fivw.  IM'eachers  of  mischief  remain  safe,  and  are 
This  delusicm  furnishes  no  reason  for  suffer-  wicked  enough  not  to  feel  for  their  deluded  dis- 
iag  that  abominable  spirit  to  be  kept  alive  by  ciples ;  no,  not  at  all. 

inflammatory  libels,  or  seditious  assemblies,  or  .  I  would  not  plead  the  ignorance  of  the  law 
be  government's  yielding  to  it,  in  the  smallest  in  any,  even  the  most  ignorant,  as  a  justifies- 
dMree,  any  point  of  justice,  equity,  or  sound  tion ;  but  I  am  sure,  that  when  the  question  is 
poiey.  The  king  certainly  ought  not  to  give  of  mercy,  it  is  a  very  great  and  powerful  argu- 
te any  pait  of  his  subjects  to  the  prejudices  of  ment.  I  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
mother.  So  for  from  it,  I  am  clearly  of  believe,  that  they  did  not  know  their  offence 
•pinkm,  that  oa  the  late  occasion,  the  catho-  was  capital. 

•Ks  ought  to  have  been  taken,  more  avowedly  There  is  one  argument,  which  I  beg  may 

Aanthey  were,  under  the  protection  of  govern'  not  be  considered  as  brought  for  any  invi- 

Msnt,  as  the  dissenters  had  been  on  a  sunilar  dious  purpose,  or  meant  as  imputing  blame 

oeeasion.  any  where,  but  which,  I  think,  with  candid  and 

But,  though  we   ought   to  protect  against  considerate  men,  will  have  much  weight.   The 

violence  the  bigotry  of  others,  and  to  correct  unfortunate  delinquents  were  perhaps  ttudl 

Vox.,  n.-^ 
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encouraged  by  some  remissness  on  the  part  of  when  so  many  escape,  are  nbnys  looked  apoo 

government  itself.     The  absolute  and  entire  rather  as  unlucky  than  criminaL    AH  oir-  kioM 

impunity  attending  the  same  ofience  in  Edin-  ideas  <^  justice,  as  it  affects  any  individual, 

burgh,  which  was  over  and  over  again  urged  as  have    in  them  something  of  comparison  to 

an  example  and  encouragement  to  these  unfor-  the  situatioD  of  others ;  and  no  systematic 

tunate  people,  might  be  a  means  of  deluding  reasoning  can  wholly  free  ua  from  such  im- 

them.   Perhaps,  too,  a  languor  in  the  beginning  pressions. 

of  the  riots  here  (which  soflered  the  letulers  to        PhiL  de  Comines  says,  our  English  ciril 

proceed  until  very  many,  as  it  were,  by  the  con-  wars  were  less  destructive  than  others ;  becaov 

tagion  of  a  sort  of  fashion,  were  carried  to  these  the  cry  of  the  conqueror  always  was,  "  Spue 

excesses)  might  make  these  people  think  that  the  common  people."     This  princifje  of  war 

there  was  something  in  die  case  which  induced  should  be  at  least  as  prevalent  ia  the  execotktt 

government  to  wink  at  the  irregularity  of  the  of  justice.    The  appetite  of  justice  is  euS^ 

proceedings.  satis6ed,  and  it  is  best  nourished  with  the  leaf! 

The  comluct  and  condition  <^  the  lord  mayor  possible  blood.     We  may  too  recc^ect,  that 

ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  considered.    His  between  capital  panishmenC  and  total  in^woitf 

answers  to  Lord  Beauchamp,  to  Mr.  Malo,  and  there  are  nuuoy  stages, 
to  Mr.  Langdale,  make  him  appear  rather  an        On  the  ^idiole,  every  circumstance  of  merejr 

accomplice  in  the  crimes  than  guilty  of  negli-  and  of  comparative  justice  does,  in  my  opinioB} 

gence  as  a  magistrate.    Such  an  example  set  plead  in  fiivour  of  such  k>w,  ontau^t,  or  il^ 

to  the  mob  by  the  first  magistrate  of  the  city,  taught  wretches.    But,  above  all,  die  poU^  of 

tends  greatly  to  palliate  their  offence.  government  is  deeply  interested,  that  the  po* 

The  license  and  complete  impunity  too  of  the  nishments  should  appear  one  soteran  ddibente 

publications,  which,  from  the  beginning,  m-  act,  aimed  not  at  random,  and  at  particohr 

■tigated  the  people  to  such  actions,  and,  in  the  offences,  but  done  with  a  relation  to  the  general 

midst  of  trials  and  executions,  still  continues,  spirit  o£  the  tumults;  and  they  ou^  to  be 

does  in  a  great  degree  render  these  creatures  nothing  more  than  nbat  is  suflkaent  to  mik 

an  object  of  compassion.    In  the  Public  Ad-  and  discountenance  that  spirit, 
vertiser  of  this  rooming,  there  are  two  or  three 

paragraphs  strongly  recommending  such  out-  cncuifiTAircss  rom  kebct. 

rages ;  and  stimulating  the  people  to  violence 

against  the  houses   and  persons  of  Roman         Not  being  principaL 
catholics,  and  even  against  the  chapels  of  the        Probable  want  (Nearly  and  ddiboatirB  pir- 

foreign  ministers.  poses. 

I  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  adopt  the  maxim,        Touth  >  wfawe  die  higheat  maliee  doef  tU 
quieqmd  fmittw  peocoter,  inuUum;  but,  cer-        Sex     )  appear, 
tainly,  offences  committed  by  vast  multitudesi        Intoxicatioa  and  Umtj^  or 

»"e  aomewfaat  palliated  in  the  mdiddyatt;  wfao^  ofaojknKL 
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A  LETTER 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.   HENRY  DUNDAS,  ONE  OP  HIS 
MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  SECRETARIES  OF  STATE, 
WITH  THE  SKETCH  OF  A  NEGRO  CODE. 

j>SAB  SIR,  be  connected,  are  not  the  same  thing.    The 

I  mouLD  have  been  punctual  in  sending  you  idea  of  the  house  seems  to  me,  if  I  rightly 

the  sketch  I  promised  of  my  old  African  code,  comprehended  it,  that  the  two  things  are  to 

if  some  friends  from  London  had  not  come  in  be  combined ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  trade  is 

Rpon  me  last  Saturday,  and  engaged  me  till  gradually  to  decline,  and  to  cease  entirely  at  a 

BooQ  this  day  ;  1  send  this  packet  by  one  of  determinate  period.    To  make  the  abolition 

tkem,  who  is  stiU  here.    If  what  I  send  be,  as  gradual,  the  regulsctions  must  operate  as  a 

Uider  present  circumstances  it  must  be,  in>-  strong  discouragement.    But  it  is  much  to  be 

perfect,  yoa  will  excuse  it,  as  being  done  near  feared  tfiat  a  trade  continued  and  discouraged, 

twehre  years  ago.    About  four  yearis  since  I  and  with  a  sentence  of  death  passed  upon  it, 

made  an  abstract  of  it ;  upon  which  I  cdnnot  will  perpetuate  much  ill  blood  between  those 

at  present  lay  my  hands  ;  but  1  hope  the  who  struggle  for  the  abolition,  and  those  who 

nuu^nal  heads  wiU  in  some  measure  supply  it.  contend  for  an  effectual  continuance. 

If  the  African  trade  could  be  considered  At  the  time  when  I  formed  the  plan,  which 

with  regard  to  itself  only,  and  as  a  single  object,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you,  an  abdi- 

I  shoidd  think  the  utter  abolition  to  be,  on  the  tion  of  the  slave  trade  would  have  appeared  a 

indole,  more  advisable  than  any  scheme  of  re-  veiy  chimerical  project.    My  plan,  therefore, 

golation  and  reform.    Rather  than  suffer  it  to  supposes  the  continued  existence  of  that  com- 

continue  as  it  is,  I  heartily  wish  it  at  an  end.  merce.    Taking  for  my  basis  that  I  had  an 

What  has  been  lately  done  has  been  done  by  incurable  evil  to  deal  with,  1  cast  about  how  I 

a  popular  spirit,  which  seldom  calls  for,  and  should  make  it  as  small  an  evil  as  possible,  and 

indeed  very  rarely  relishes  a  system  made  up  draw  out  of  it  some  collateral  good, 

cf  a  great  variety  of  parts,  and  which  is  to  In  turning  the  matter  over  in  my  mind,  at 

operate  its  effect  in  a  great  length  of  time,  that  time,  and  since,  I  never  was  able  to  con- 

The  people  like  short   methods ;  the  conse-  sider  the  African  trade  upon  a  ground  discpn- 

9uence8  of  which  they  sometimes  have  reason  nected  with  the  employment  of  negroes  in  the 

to  repent  of.    Abolition  is  but  a  single  act.  West  Indies,  and  distinct  from  their  condition 

yo  prove  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  expose  in  the  plantations  whereon  they  serve.    I  con- 

■t  properly,  required,  indeed,  a  vast  collection  ceived  that  the  true  origin  of  the  trade  was 

^  materials,  which  have  been  laboriously  col-  not  in  the  place  it  was  begun  at,  but  at  the 

^ted,  and  compiled  with  great  judgment.    It  plftce  of  its  final  destination.    I  therefore  was, 

"equired  also  much  perseverance  and  address  and  I  still  am  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  work 

o  excite  the  spirit,  which  has  been  excited  ought  to  be  taken  up  together ;  and  that  a  gra- 

^thout  doors,  and  whicli  has  carried  it  through,  dual  abolition  of  slavery,  in  the  West  Indies, 

The  greatest  eloquence  ever  displayed  in  the  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  any  thing,  which 

kwse  has  been  empbyed  to  second  the  efforts  should  be  done  with  regard  to  its  supply  from 

Hiich  have  been  made  abroad.  All  this,  how-  the  coast  of  Africa.    I  could  not  trust  a  cessa- 

»ver,  leads  but  to  one  single  resolve.    When  tion  of  the  demand  for  this  supply  to  the  mere 

bis  was  done,  all  was  done.    I  spesik  of  abso-  operation  of  any  abstract  principle,  (sudi  as, 

lite  and  immediate  abolition,  the  point  which  that  if  their  supply  was  cut  off,  the  planters 

he  first  motions  went  to,  and  which  is  in  would  encourage   and  produce   an  eflectuai 

kffect  stiil  pressed  ;  though  in  this  session,  ac-  population,)  knowing  that  nothing  can  be  moro 

iording  to  order,  it  cannot  take  effect.    A  re-  uncertain  than  the  operation  of  general  prin- 

nole,  and  a  gradual  abolition,  though  they  may  ci|des,  if  they   are  not  embodied  in  Bpecifif 
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regulations.  I  am  very  apprehensive,  that  so 
long  as  the  slavery  continues,  some  means  ibr 
its  supply  will  be  found.  If  so,  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  it  is  better  to  allo'-v  the  evil,  in 
order  to  correct  it,  than  by  endeavouring  to  for- 
bid what  we  cannot  be  able  wholly  lo  prevent, 
to  .eave  it  under  an  illegal,  and  therefore  an 
unreformed  existence.  It  is  not  tliat  my  plan 
does  not  lead  to  the  extinction  of  the  ^Kve 
trade ;  but  it  is  through  a  very  slow  progress, 
the  chief  effect  of  which  is  to  be  operated  ih 
our  own  {)lantations,  by  rendering,  in  a  length 
of  time,  all  foreign  supply  unnecessary.  It 
was  my  wish,  whilst  the  slavery  continued,  and 
the  consequent  commerce,  to  lake  such  mea* 
sures  as  to  civilize  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the 
trade  which  now  renders  it  more  barbarous; 
and  to  lead  by  degrees  to  a  more  reputable, 
and,  possibly,  a  more  profitable  connexion 
with  it  than  we  maintain  at  present. 

I  am  sure  that  you  will  consider,  as  a 
mark  of  my  confidence  in  your  and  Mr.  Pitt's 
honour  ami  generosify,  that  I  venture  to  put 
into  your  hands  a  scheme,  composed  uf  many 
and  intricate  combinations,  without  a  full  «x- 
planattxy  preface,  or  any  attendant  notes,  to 
point  out  the  principles,  upon  which  I  pro- 
ceeded, in  every  regulation  which  I  have 
proposed  towards  the  civilization  and  gradual 
manumission  of  negroes  in  the  two  hemi- 
spheres. I  confess,  I  trust  Infinitely  more  (ac- 
cording to  the  sound  principles  of  those  who 
ever  have  at  any  time  meliorated  the  state  of 
mankind)  to  the  effect  and  influence  of  reli- 
gion, thain  to  all  the  rest  of  the  regulations  put 
together. 

Whenever,  in  my  pr(^X)sed  reformation,  we 
take  our  point  of  departure  from  a  state  of 
slavery,  we  must  precede  the  donation  of  fi'ee- 
dom  by  disposing  the  minds  of  the  objects  to 
a  disposition  to  receive  it  without  dimger  to 
themselves  or  to  us.  The  process  of  bringing 
free  savages  to  order  and  civilization  is  v^ 
different.  When  a  state  of  slavery  is  that 
upon  which  we  are  to  work,  the  very  means 
which  lead  to  liberty  must  partake  of  com- 
pulsion. The  minds  <^  men,  being  crippled 
with  that  restraint,  can  do  nothing  for  them- 
selves ;  every  thing  must  be  done  for  them. 
The  regulations  can  owe  little  to  consent. 
Every  thing  must  be  the  creature  of  power. 
Hence  it  is,  that  regulations  must  be  multi- 
plied ;  particularly  as  you  have  two  parties  to 
deal  with.  The  planter  you  must  at  once 
restrain  and  support ;  and  you  must  cootroul, 
at  the  same  time  that  you  ease  the  servant. 
This  necessarily  makes  the  woric  a  matter  of 
tare,  labour,  and  expense.    It  becomes  in  its 


nature  complex.  Bat  I  think  neithflrdis  object 
impracticable,  nor  the  expense  intolenUs; 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  die  caoae  of 
humanity  would  be  far  more  benefited  by  dw 
continuance  of  the  trade  and  servitude,  rege- 
lated and  reformed,  than  bj  the  total  d^ 
stniction  of  both,  or  either.  What  I  pn^wa^ 
however,  is  but  a  beginning  <^  a  couneof 
measures,  which  aa  experienoe  ef  the  cfiMM 
of  the  evil  and  the  reform,  wiH  enalde  4i 
legislalure  Yyen^ker  to  auppij  and  eeneeL 

I  need  not  observe  to  you,  that  the  fomiiae 
often  a^gleqted,  penalties  not  piovided,  fta 
&c.  &c.  But  all  this  is  merely  mechaincil, 
and  what  a  couple  of  days*  application  wooli 
set  to  rights. 

I  have  seen  what  has  been  done  Irf  As 
West  Indian  assemblies.  It  is  arrant  tnta^ 
They  have  done  litde ;  and  yAvaX  tiiey  hiVf 
done  is  good  finr  nothing ;  (or  it  is  totdy  di> 
stitute  of  an  eaweutory  [uinciple.  This  is  Ik 
point  to  which  I  have  applied  niy  whole  dffi- 
gence.  It  is  easy  enou^  to  say  what  shaUlw 
dcme : — to  cause  it  to  be  done— J9!e  labor,  km 
cpu». 

I  ought  not  to  apologize  for  letting  tUl 
scheme  lie  beyond  the  period  at  the  Abrotfsi 
keeping — I  ought  much  more  to  entreat  aa 
excuse  for  producing  it  now.  Its  whole  vih» 
(if  it  has  any)  is  the  cohermce  and  mutiaL 
dependency  of  parts  in  the  scheme ;  separately 
they  can  be  of  little  or  no  use. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  widi  Teiy  gml 
re^>ect  and  regard, 
Dear  sir, 
Your  most  &ithfiil, 
and  obedient  humble  servut} 
EDMUND  BURKB. 
Beaoonsfield, 
Faster-Monday  Night,  179S. 
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This  constitntion  consists  oflbar 
members. 

I.  Therules  for  qualifying  a  dup  tot  ^ 
Afirican  trade. 

n.  The  mode  of  carrying  on  the  trads  ^ms 
the  coast  of  Africa,  which  includes  a  pbnftr 
introducing  civilization  in  tfiat  part  of  the  ivorli 

m.  What  is  to  be  observed  from  die  tase  af 
shipping  negroes  totiie  sale  in  the  West  Infli 
islands. 

ly.  The  regulations  reilatife  to  the  iMli 
and  condition  of  slaves  in  Ihe  We#  hiia^t 
their  manumission,  &c 
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Whsmku  k  k  ezpedient,  and  conformable  2.  And  be  it  enaotod,  that  no  ihip  employed 

to  tke  principles  of  true  religion  and  morality,  in  the  said  trade  shall,  upon  any  pretence, 

and  to  the  rules  of  sound  policy,  to  put  an  end  take  in  more  negroes  than  one  grown  man  or 

In  all  traffic  in  the  persons  of  men,  and  to  the  woman  for  one  ton  and  half  of  builder's  toiH 

detention  of  their  said  persons  in  a  state  oS  nage,  nor  more  than  one  boy  or  girl  for  one  ton. 

riavery,  as  soon  as  the  same  may  be  effscted  S.  That  the  said  ship  or  other  vessel  shall 

without  producing  great  inconveniences  in  the  lay  in,  in  prc^rtion  to  the  ship's  company  of 

■nddenchai^  of  practices  of  such  long  stand-  the  said  vessel,  and  the  nuojaer  of  negroea 

htg:  and,  during  the  time  of  the  continuance  of  registered,  a  full  and  sufficient  st&e  of  sound 

flie  aaid  practices,  it  is  desirable  and  expedient,  provision,  so   as  to  be   secured  against  all 

by  proper  regidations,   to  lessen  the  incon-  probable  delays  and  accidents ;  namely,  salted 

vonienees   and  evils   attendant  on  the  said  beef,  pork,  salt  fish,  butter,  cheese,  biscuit, 

traffic  and  state  d* servitude,  until  both  shall  flour,  rice,  oatmeal,  and  white  peas;  but  no 

be  graduaHy  done  away.  horsebeans  or  other  inferior  provisions;  and 

And  whereas  the  objects  of  the  said  trade  the  said  ship  shall  be  properiy  provided  with 

mod  consequential  servitude,  and  the  grievances  watercasks  or  jars,  in  proportion  to  the   in- 

renlting  therefrom,  come  under  the  principal  tended  number  of  the  said  negroes ;  and  the  said 

bands  fdlowing,  the  regulations  ought  thereto  ship  shall  be  also  provided  with  a  proper  and 

to  be  severally  applied ;  that  is  to  say,  that  pro-  sufficient  stock  of  coals  or  fire-wood, 

▼isioo  should  be  made  by  the  said  regulations,  4.  And  every  ship,  entered  as  aforesaid, 

Ist.  For  duly  qualifying  ships  for  the  said  shall  take  out  a  coarse  shirt,  and  a  pair  of 

traffic ;  trowsers  or  petticoat,  for  each  negro  intended 

Sd.  For  the  mode  and  conditions  of  per-  to  be  taken  aboard  ;  as  also  a  mat,  or  coarse 

■litting  the  said  trade  to  be  carried  on  upcm  mattress  or  liammock,  for  the  use  of  the  said 

the  coast  of  Africa;  negroes. 

Sd.  For  the  treatment  of  the   negroes  in  The  proportions  of  provision,  fuel,  and  doth- 

their  passage  to  the  West  India  islands ;  ing,  to  be  regulated  by  the  table  annexed  to  this 

4ih.  For  the  government  of  the  negroes,  act. 
which  are  or  shall  be  employed  in  his  majesty's  5.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  ship  shall  be 
colonies  and  plantations  in  the  West  Indies :  permitted  to  proceed  on  the  said  voyage  or  ad- 
Be  il  therefore  enacted,  that  every  ship  or  venture,  until  the  searcher  of  the  port,  firom 
trading  vessel,  which  is  intended  for  the  negro  whence  the  said  vessel  shall  sail,  or  sudi 
trade,  with  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners  person  as  he  shall  appoint  to  act  for  him,  riiali 
thereof,  shall  be  entered  and  registered,  as  report  to  the  collector,  that  he  hath  inspected 
ships  trading  to  the  West  Indies  are  by  law  to  the  said  stores,  and  that  the  ship  is  accommo- 
be  registered,  with  the  further  provisions  fol-  dated  and  provided  in  the  manner  hereby  di- 
iowing:  rected. 

1.  The  said  entry  and  register  shall  contain  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  guns  be  ex- 

an  account  of  the  greatest  number  of  negroes  ported  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  said  or  any 

of  all  descriptions,  which  are  proposed  to  be  other  trade,  unless  the  same  be  duly  marked 

taken  into  the  said  ship  or  trading  vessel ;  and  with  the  maker's  name  on  the  barrels  before 

the  said  ship,  before  she  is  permitted  to  be  they  are  put  into  the  stocks,  and  vouched  by  aa 

entered  outwards,  shall  be  surveyed  by  a  ship-  inspector  in  the  place  where  the  same  are  made^ 

carpenter  to  be  appointed  by  the  collector  of  to  be  without  fraudjandsuffiw^ient  and  merchant- 

the  port  from  which  the  said  vessel  is  to  depart,  able  arms. 

and  by  a  surgeon  also  appointed  by  the  coU  7.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  before  any  ship 

lector,  who  hath  been  conversant  in  the  service  as  aforesaid  shall  proceed  on  her  voyage,  the 

of  the  said  trade,  but  not  at  the  time  actually  owner  or  owners,  or  an  attorney  by  them  named, 

^igaged  or  covenanted  therein ;  and  the  said  if  the  owners  are  more  than  two,  and  the  master 

carpenter  and  surgeon  shall  report  to  the  collec-  shall  severally  give  bond,  the  owners  by  them- 

tor,  or,  in  his  alwence,  to  the  next  principal  selves,  the  master  for  himself,  that  the  said 

oflieer  of  the  port,  upon  oath  (which  oath  the  master  shall  duly  conform  himself,  in  all  thinga 

■aid  collector  or  principal  officer  is  hereby  to  the  regulations  is  this  act  contained,  so  far 

MBpo«vered  to  adminbter)  her  measurement,  as  the  same  regards  his  part  in  executing  and 

and  what  she  contains  in  builder's  tonnage,  conforniing  to  the  same. 

•0d  that  she  has        feet  of  grated  port-h(^s  JI.  And  whereas,  in  providing  for  the  socomI 

baiwoea  the  decks,  and  that  she  is  otherwise  object  of  this  act,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  trade  ob 

fitly  found  as  a  food  transport  vesaeL  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  is  first  prudent  not  oolj 
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to  provide  against  the  manifold  abuses  to  which  executiMi  of  this  act,  according  to  the  direo- 

a  trade  of  that  nature  is  liable,  but  that  the  tions  thereof,  so  far  as  shall  relate  to  tbem; 

same  may  be  accompanied,  as  far  as  it   is  and  it  is  hereby  provided  and  enacted,  that  u 

possible,  with  such  advantages  to  the  natives,  cases  of  sudden  emerg^Kry  may  arise,  the  said 

as  may  tend  to  the  civilizing  them,  and  enabling  govemour  or  first  counsellor,  and  the  first  com- 

thera  to  enrich  themselves  by  means  more  desi-  mander  of  his  majesty's  ship  or  ships  on  the 

rable,  and  to  carry  on  hereafter  a  trade  more  said  station,  and  the  said  inspectors,  or  the 

advantageous  and  honourable  to  all  parties :  majority  of  them,   the   govemour  having  a 

And  whereas  religion,  order,  morality  and  double  or  casting  vote,  shall  have  power  and 

virtue,  are  the  elemental  principles,  and  the  authority    to    make   such    occasional   rules 

knowledge  of  letters,  arts  and  handicraft  trades,  and  orders  relating  to  the  said  trade,  as  shall 

the  chief  means  of  such  civilization  and  im-  not  be  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  the  African 

provement;  for  the  better  attainment  of  the  Company,  and  which  shall  be  valid  until  the 

said  good  purposes,  same  are  revoked  by  the  said  Afirican  Com- 

1.  Be  it  hereby  enacted,  that  the  coast  of  pany. 

Afi'ica,  on  which  the  said  trade  for  negroes  may  6.  That  die  said  African  Company  is  bere- 

be  carried  on,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  divided  by  authorized  to  purchase,  if  the  same  may 

into  marts  or  staples  as  hereafter  follows,  [here  eonveniendy  be  done,  with  the  consult  of  the 

name  the  marts.]     And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  privy  council,  any  lands  adjoining  to  the  fort 

shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  master  of  any  ship  or  principal  mart  aforesaid,  not  exceeding 

to  purchase  any  negro  or  negroes,  but  at  one  acres,  and  to  make  allotments  of  the  same, 

of  the  said  marts  or  staples.  No  allotment  in  one   person   to  exceed  (on 

2.  That  the  directors  of  the  African  Com-  pain  of  forfeiture)        acres. 

pany  shall  appoint,  where  not  already  appoint-  6.  That  the  African  Company  shall,  at  eadi 
ed,  a  govemour,  with  three  counsellors,  at  each  fort  or  mart,  cause  to  be  erected,  in  a  con- 
of  the  said  marts,  with  a  salary  of  to  the  venient  place,  and  at  a  moderate  cost,  the 
govemour,  and  of  to  each  of  the  said  coun-  estimate  of  which  shall  be  approved  by  the 
sellors.  The  said  govemour,  or  in  his  absence  treasury,  one  church,  and  one  schoolhouse,  and 
or  ilhaess,  the  senior  counsellor  shall,  and  is  one  hospital ;  and  shall  af^int  cme  principal 
hereby  empowered  to  act  as  a  justice  of  the  chaplain,  with  a  curate  or  assistant  in  holy 
peace,  and  they  or  either  of  them,  are  autho-  orders,  both  of  whom  shall  be  recommended 
rized,  ordered  and  directed,  to  provide  for  the  by  the  lord  bishop  of  London ;  apd  the  said 
peace  of  the  setdement,  and  tlie  good  regulati(Mi  chaplain,  or  his  assistant,  shall  perform  divine 
of  their  station  and  stations  severally,  according  service  and  administer  the  sacraments  accord- 
to  the  rules  of  justice,  to  the  directions  of  this  ing  to  the  usage  of  the  church  of  England,  or  to 
act,  and  the  instructions  they  shall  receive  from  such  mode,  not  contrary  thereto,  as  to  the  said 
time  to  time  from  the  said  African  Company ;  bishop  shall  seem  more  suitable  to  the  circum- 
and  the  said  African  Company  is  hereby  stances  of  the  people.  And  the  said  principal 
authorized  to  prepare  instructions,  with  the  chaplain  shall  be  the  third  member  in  the 
assent  of  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun-  council,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  Um 
cil,  which  shall  be  binding  in  all  things  not  directors  of  the  said  Aii'ican  Company,  a  safauy 
contrary  to  this  act,  or  to  the  laws  of  England,  of  and  his  assistant,  a  salary  of  aod 
on  the  said  goveroours  and  counsellors,  and  he  shall  have  power  to  appoint  one  sober  and 
every  of  them,  and  on  all  persons  acting  in  com^  discreet  person,  white  or  black,  to  be  his  cleik 
mission  with  them  under  this  act,  and  on  all  and  catechist,  at  a  salary  of 
persons  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  7.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  African  Corn- 
magistrates  of  the  said  man.  pany  shall  appoint  one  sufficient  schoolma^er, 

S.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  lord  high  whoshallbeapprovedby  the  bishop  of  London, 

admiral  or  commissioners  for  executing  his  and  who  shall  be  capable  of  teaching  writing, 

office,  shall  appoint  one  or  more,  as  they  shall  arithmetic,  surveying,  and  noensuratioo,  at  a 

see  convenient,  of  his  majesty's  ships  or  sloops  salary  of       and  the  said  African  Company 

of  war,  under  the  command  severally  of  a  post  is  hereby  authorized  to  provide,  for  each  set- 

c^>tain,  or  master  and  commander,  to  each  tlement,  a  carpenter  and  blacksmith,  with  such 

mart,  as  a  naval  station.  encouragement  as  to  them  shall  seem  expe- 

4.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  lord  high  dient ;  who  shall  take  each  two  apprenticei 

treasurer,  or  the  commissioners  for  executing  fix>m  among  the  natives,  to  instruct  tbem  ia 

his  office,  shall  name  two  inspectors  of  the  said  the  several  trades,  the  African  Company  aDonr* 

tradeat  every  mart,  who  shall  provide  for  the  ing  them,  as  a  fee  for  each  apprentioea 
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AndJh*  nid  African  Company  shall  appoint  and  the  govemour,  or  one  of  the  council ;  who 

one  surgeon  and  one  surgeon's  mate,  who  ace  -are   hereby  authorized  and  directed,  by  the 

to  be  approved  on  examination  at  Surgecuos'  best  means  in  their  power,  to  examine  into  the 

HaJl,  to  e^ch  tort  or  mart,  with  a  salary  of  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  persons 

for  the  surgeon,  and  for  his  mate        and  the  exposed  to  sale. 

said  surgeon  shall  take  ooe  native  apprentice,  14.  And,  for  the  better  direction  of  the  said 

at  a  fee  to  be  settled  by  the  African  Company,  inspectors,  no  persons  are  to  be  sold,  who,  to 

8.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  catechist,  the  best  judgment  of  the  said  inspectors,  shall 
schoolmaster,  surgeon,  and  surgeon's  mate,  be  above  thirty-five  years  of  age,  or  who  shall 
as  well  as  the  tradesmen  in  the  company's  appear,  on  examination,  stolen  or  carried 
sendee,  shall  be  obedient  to  the  orders  they  away,  by  the  dealers,  by  surprise;  nor  any 
shall  fh>m  time  to  time  receive  from  the  person  who  is  able  to  read  in  the  Arabian  or 
govemour  and  council  of  each -fort;  and  if  they,  any  other  book;  nor  any  woman  who  shall 
or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  person,  in  what-  appear  to  be  advanced  three  months  in  pre^ 
ever  station,  shall  appear,  on  complaint  and  nancy ;  nor  any  person  distorted  or  feeble, 
proof  to  the  majority <of  the  commissioners,  to  unless  the  said  persons  are  consenting  to  such 
lead  a  disorderly  and  debauched  life,  or  use  any  sale;  or  any  person  afflicted  with  a  grievous 
lirofane  orimpious  discourses,  to  the  danger  of  or  contagious  distemper.  But  if  any  person 
ilafeating  the  purposes  of  this  institution,  and  so  offered  is  only  lightly  disordered,  the  said 
Is  the  scandal  of  the  natives,  who  are  to  be  led,  person  may  be  sold ;  but  must  be  kept  in  the 
by  all  due  means,  into  a  respect  (or  our  holy  hospital  of  the  mart,  and  shall  not  be  shipped 
feligion,  and  a  desire  of  partaking  of  the  bene-  until  completely  cured. 

fits  thereof,  they  are  authorized  and  directed  16.  Be  it  enacted,  that  no  black  or  European 

to  suspend  the  said  person  from  his  office,  or  j&ctor  or  trader  into  the  interiour  country,  or  on 

the  exercise  of  his  trade,  and  to  send  him  to  the  coast,  (the  masters  of  English  ships  only 

England  (but  without  any  hard  confinement,  excepted,  for  whose  good  conduct  provision  is 

except  in  case  of  resistance^  with  a  complaint,  otherwise  herein  made,)  shall  be  permitted  to 

with  inquiry  and  proo&  adjoued,  to  the  African  buy  or  sell  in  any  of  the  said  marts,  unless  he 

Company.  be  approved  by  the  govemour  of  the  mart,  in 

9.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  bishop  of  which  he  is  to  deal,  or  in  his  absence  or  dis- 
London,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  ability,  by  the  senior  counsellor  for  the  time 
authority  to  remove  the  said  chaplain,  for  such  being,  and  obtaining  a  license  from  such  go- 
causes  as  to  hira  shall  seem  reasonable.  vemour  or  counsellor ;  and   the  said  traders 

10.  Thatno  govemour,  counselkir,  inspector,  and  factors  shall,  severally  or  jointly,  as  they 
cfai^plain,  surgeon,  or  sohoolraaster,  shall  be  shall  be  concerned,  before  they  shall  obtain 
concerned,  or  have  any  share,  directly  or  in-  the  said  licence,  be  bound  in  a  recognizance, 
4lirectly,  in  the  negro  trade,  on  pain  of  with  such  surety  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour, 

11.  Be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  govemour  as  to  the  said  govemour  shall  seem  the  best 
and  council  shall  keep  a  journal  of  all  their  that  can  be  (Stained. 

proceedings,  and  a  book,  in  which  copies  of  16.  Be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  govemour  or 

jdl  their  correspondence  shall  be  entered,  and  other  authority  aforesaid,  shall  examine,  as 

jthey  shall  transmit  copies  of  the  said  journals  by  duty  of  office,  into  the  conduct  of  all  such 

and  letter-book,  and  their  books  of  accounts,  to  traders  and  factors,  and  shall  receive  and  pub- 

Ibe  African  Company,  who  within       of  their  licly  hear  (with  the  assistance  of  the  coun- 

receipt  thereof,  shall  communicate  the  same  to  cil  and  inspectors  aforesaid,  and  of  the  com- 

one  of  his  majes^'s  principal  secretaries  of  modore,  captain,  or  other  principal  commander 

Mate.  of  one  of  his  majesty's  ships  on  the  said  station, 

12.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  chap-  or  as  many  of  thejsame  as  can  be  assembled, 
lain  or  principal  minister  shall  correspond  two  whereof,  with  the  govemour,  are  hereby 
with  the  bishop  of  London,  and  ^ithfolly  and  enabled  to  act)  all  complaints  against  them,  or 
diligently  transmit  to  him  an  account  of  what-  any  of  them ;  and  if  any  black  or  white  trader  or 
ever  bath  been  done  for  the  advancement  of  factor  (other  than  in  this  act  excepted)  either  on 
religion,  morally  and  learning,  among  the  inquisition  of  office  or  on  complaint,  shall  be 
natives.  convicted  by  a   majority  of  the  said  com- 

13.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  negro  shall  missioners  present,  of  stealing  or  taking  by 
be  conclusively  sold,  until  he  shall  be  attested  surprise  any  person  or.  persons  whatsoever, 
by  the  two  inspectors  and  chaplain ;  or  in  case  whether  free,  or  the  slaves  of  others,  without 
of  die  illness  of  any  of  them,  by  one  inspector,  the  consent  of  their  masters ;  or  of  wilfiilly  and 
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Mftliciouily  killing  or  maiming  1117  peiion ;  or  riiaU  reeeife  dieai,  psying  tfie  chuge8,i*Uek 

«f  any  cmelty ,  (necessary  restrain!  oidy  ex-  tAaXl  be  settled  by  regidation  to  be  oMide  hj  dn 

cepted,)  or  (rf*  firing  houses,  or  destroying  goods,  anthori^  in  this  act  enalded  to  prande  sodi 

the  said  trader  or  &ctor  shall  be  deemed  to  have  regulations. 

forfeited  his  recognizance,  and  his  surety  to  III.  And  whereas  it  is  neeessary  that  r^ 

have  forfeited  his :  and  the  said  trader  or  fiwctor  gelations  be  made  to  prevent  abines  in  Ae 

■o  convicted,  shall  be  for  ever  disabled  from  passage  from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies: 

dealing  in  any  of  the  said  marts,  unless  the  1.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  coanoder 

offence  shall  not  be  that  of  murder,  maiming,  or  lieutenant  of  the  king's  ship  on  each  stitioD 

arson,  or  stealing  or  surprising  the  person,  and  shall  have  authority,  as  often  as  he  rinH  lee 

riudl  appear  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid  to  occasion,  attended  with  one  other  of  his  offeen, 

merit  oaly,  besides  the  penalty  of  his  bond,  a  and  his  surgeon  or  mate,  to  enter  into  snd  m* 

■uspension  for  one  year :  and  the  said  trader  or  spect  every  trading  sfa^>,  m  order  to  profidB 

frctorso  convicted  of  murder,  maiming,  arson,  for  the  due  execution  (rf'this  act,  and  of  uf 

stealing  or  surprising  the  person,  shall,  if  a  ordinances  made  in  virtoe  therciof  and  oon- 

native,  be   delivered  over  to  the   prince  to  formable  thereto,  by  the  anthorities  herein  ood> 

whom  he  belongs,  to  execute  further  justice  on  stituted  and  appointed ;  and  the  said  officer  ud 

him.    But  it  is  hereby  provided  and  enacted,  oflScers  are  ho'eby  required  to  examine  every 

that  if  any  European  shall  be  convicted  of  any  trading  ship  before  she  sa&,  and  to  stop  die 

of  the  said  offences,  he  shall  be  sent  to  Eun^,  sailing  <^  the  said  ship  for  the  breach  oif  t» 

together  with  the  evidence  against  him,  and  said  rules  and  ordinances  until  (he  gofenunr 

on  the  warrant  of  the  said  commissioners,  the  in  council  riiall  (under  and  direct  otherwise; 

keeper  of  any  of  his  majesty's  jails  in  London,  and  the  master  of  the  said  ship  shall  not  pr^ 

Bristol,  Liverpool,  or  Glasgow,  shall  receive  sume,  under  the  penalty  of              to  be  r^ 

him,  until  he  bo  delivered  according  to  due  covered  in  the  courts  of  the  West  Indies,  to 

course  of  law,  as  if  the  said  offences  had  been  sail  without  a  certificate  fifom  the  commander 

committed  within  the  cities  and  towns  aforcf  aforesaid,  and  one  of  (he    inspectors  in  this 

said.  act  appouited,  that  the  vessel  is  provided  with 

17.  Be  it  further  enacted,  diat  if  the  said  stores  and  other  accommodation  sufficient  ftr 
govemour,  &c.  shall  be  satisfied  that  any  per-  her  voyage,  and  has  not  a  greater  nuodier  of 
son  or  persons  are  exposed  to  sale,  who  have  slaves  on  board  than  by  die  provisions  of  this 
been  stolen  or  surprised  as  aforesaid,  or  are  act  is  allowed. 

not  within  the  qualifications  of  sale  in  this  act  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  govemoor  ibiI 

described,  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  re-  council,  with  the  assistance  of  l^e  said  nanl 

quired,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  send  the  pers<»i8  commander,  diall  have  power  to  give  sodi 

so  exposed  to  sale  to  their  original  habitation  special  written  instructions,  for  the  health,  dih 

or  settlement,  in  the  manner  they  shall  deem  cipline  and  cue  of  the  said  slaves,  during  dieff 

best  for  their  security  (the  reasonable  charges  passage,  as  to  them  shall  seem  good. 

where(^  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  govemour  3.  And  be  it  forther  enacted,  thateadi  daret 

by  the  Afi'ican  Company)  imless  the  said  per-  at  entering  the  said  dbip,  is  to  receive  sooie 

sons  choose  to  sell  themselves ;  and  then,  and  present,  not  exceeding  in  value             ^  to  be 

in  that  case,  their  value  in  money  and  goods,  provided  according  to  the  instructions  afixe- 

at  their  pleasure,  shall  be  secured  to  them,  and  said,  and  musical  instruments,  according  to 

be  applicable  to  their  use,  without  any  domi-  the  fashion  of  the  country,  are  to  be  provided, 

nion  over  the  same  of  any  purchaser,  or  of  any  4.  And  be  it  forther  enacted,  that  the  negroei 

master,  to  whom  they  may  in  any  colony  or  on  board  the  transpcMrts,  and  the  seamen  who 

plantation  be  sold,  and  which  shall  always  be  in  navigate  the  same,  are  to  receive  their  daily 

some  of  his  master's  colonies  and  plantations  allowance,  aocording  to  the  table   hereunto 

only.    And  the  master  of  the  ship,  in  which  annexed,  together  with  a  certain  quanti^  o( 

such  persons  shall  embark,  shall  give  bond  for  spirits  to  be  mixed  with  their  waiter.    And  it 

the  faithful  execution  of  his  part  of  the  trust  is  enacted,  that  die  table  is  to  be  fixed,  and  octf 

at  the  island  where  he  shall  break  bulk.  tinuo  for  one  week  after  sailing,  in  some  cod* 

18.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  besides  the  spicuouspart  <^  the  said  ship,  for  the  seamen's 
hospitals  on  shore,  <nie  or  more  hospital-ships  inspection  of  the  same. 

shall  be  employed  at  each  of  the  said  chief  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  captain  of 

marts,  wherein  slaves  taken  Ul  in  the  trading  each  trading  vessel  diall  be  enabled,  and  is 

ships  shall  be  accommodated,  until  they  shall  be  required,  to  divide  the  slaves  in  his  ship  mto 

cured ;  and  thpn  the  Qymer  may  reclaim)  and  crews  of  not  less  than  ten,  nor  man  thii 
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peiaonvewli,  and  to  appoint  OBO  negro  any  misdeiiieanora  or  wrongs  against  the  said 

laaa  to  IwTesu^audiorkyseveraUy  over  each  negroes,  or  any  of  them. 

crew,  as  according  to  hia  judgment,  with  the  2.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  all 

advice  of  the  mate  and  surgeon,  be  and  they  trials  of  sudi  iafbrmations,  the  said  protector 

abaU  see  good  to  commit  to  them,  and  to  allow  of  negroes  may,  and  is  hereby  auth<H'ized,  to 

to  each  of  them  some  compensation,  in  ex-  chatlrage  peremptorily  a  nuni^er  not  exceed- 

traordiaary  diet  and  presents,  not  exceedisg  ing  — — —  of  the  jury  who  shall  be  impai>- 

[tSB  riullings.]  neM  to  try  the  charge  in  the  said  infbnnation 

6.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  any  European  contamed. 

or  seaman,  having  milawiul  commu-  S.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  attorney 

itioB  with  any  woman  slave,  shall,  if  an  general,  protector  of  negroes,  shall  appoint  in- 

r,  pny  five  pounds  to  the  use  of  the  said  spectors,  not  exceeding  the  number  of             , 


an^  on  landing  her  from  the  said  ship,  to  at  his  discretion ;  and  the  said  inspectors  shall 

be  stopped  out  of  his  wages;  or  if  a  seaman,  be  placed  in  convenient  districts  in  each  island 

foBly  riuttings;  the  said  penalties  to  be  re-  severally,  or  shall  twice  in  the  year  make  a 

eo¥wied  on  the  testiooony  of  the  woman  so  circuit  in  the  same,  according  to  the  direction 

idbused,  and  one  odier.  which  they  shall  receive  from  the  protector  of 

7.  Jkad  be  it  enacted,  that  all  and  every  com-  negroes  aforesaid ;  and  the  inspectors  shall,  and 

mander  of  a  vessel  or  vessels  employed  in  slave  they  are  hereby  required,  twice  in  the  year,  to 

trade,  having  received  certificates  from  the  port  report  in  writing  to  the  protector  aforesaid,  the 

of  the  outfit,  and  fixMn  the  proper  <^kers  in  state  and  condition  of  the  negroes  in  their  dis- 

Afrioa  and  the  West  Indies,  of  their  having  tricts,  or  on  their  circuit  severally,  the  number, 

ooalbmied  to  the  regulations  c€  this  act,  and  of  sex,  age,  and  occupation  of  the  said  negroes  on 

their  not  having  lost  more  than  one  in  thirty  of  eadi  plantation ;  and  the  overseer,  or  chief 

their  slaves  l^  death,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  manager  on  each  plantation,  is  hereby  required 

bounty  or  premium  of  [ten  pounds.]  to  furnish  an  account  thereof,  within  [ton  days] 

rV.  And  whereas  the  condition  of  persons  after  the  demand  of  the  said  inspectors,  and  to 
m.  a  stato  of  slavery  is  such,  that  they  are  permit  the  inspector  or  inspectors  aforesaid  to 
olterly  unable  to  take  advantage  of  any  r»-  examine  into  the  same ;  and  the  said  inspectors 
wmadjf  which  the  laws  may  provide  £nr  their  shall  set  forth,  in  the  said  report,  the  distempers 
pratectaoa  and  the  amendment  of  their  condip  to  whidi  the  negroes  are  most  liable,  in  the 
tion,  and  have  not  the  prefer  means  of  pursu-  several  parts  of  the  island. 
tog  any  process  for  the  same,  but  are  and  must  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  pro- 
he  under  guardianship ;  and  whereas  it  is  not  tector  of  negroes,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
fitting  that  they  should  be  under  the  sole  the  govemour  and  chief  judge  of  each  island, 
gaar^aaship  of  their  masters,  or  their  at-  shall  form  instructions,  by  which  the  said 
torneys  and  overseers,  to  whom  their  grievn*  inspectors  shall  discharge  their  trust  in  the 
ances,  whenever  they  suflfer  any,  must  ordina-  manner  the  least  capable  of  exciting  any  im- 
rily  be  owing ;  reasonable  hopes    in    the  said   negroes,  or 

1.  Be  it  theiefore  enacted,  that  his  majesty's  of  weakening  the  proper  authority  of  the  over- 
attorney  general  for  the  time  being  succes-  seer,  and  i^all  transmit  them  to  one  of  his 
nweiy  shidl,  by  his  office,  exercise  the  trust  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  stato ;  and 
and  employvnent  of  protector  of  negroes  within  when  sent  back  with  his  approbatimi,  the 
tks  island  in  which  he  is  or  shall  be  attorney  same  shall  become  the  rule  for  the  ccmduct  of 
gsoeral  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  succes-  the  said  inspectors. 

■on;  and  that  the  said  attorney  general,  pro-  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  attorney 

tector  of  negroes,  is  hereby  auXhonzed  to  hear  general,  protector  of  negroes,  shall  appoint  an 

any  oomplaint  on  the  part  of  any  negro  or  office  for  registering  all  proceedings  relative  to 

nflgwes,  and  inquire  into  the  same,  or  to  in-  the  duty  of  his  place,  as  protector  of  negroes, 

•titute  an  inquiry  ec  officio  into  any  abuses,  and  and  shall  appoint  his  chief  cleric  to  be  re- 

to  call  before  him  and  examine  witnesses,  upon  gistrar,  with  a  salary   not  exceeding  — — 

oath,  relative  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  negroes  shall 

official  inquiry  or  complaint ;  and  it  is  hereby  be  landed  for  sale  in  any  but  the  ports  foUow- 

enacted  and  declared,  that  the  said  attorney  ing ;  that  is  to  say,  — ;  and  the  collector 

general,  protector  of  negroes,  is  hereby  autho-  of  each  of  die  said  ports  severally,  shall,  within 

ritod  and  empowered,  at  his  discretion,  to  file  .       days  after  the  arrival  of  any  ship  trans- 

an  infrimstigii  ea  qfido  for  any  (fences  com-  porting  negroes,  report  the  same  to  the  pro* 

mittod  tgainst  th^  provinoos  of  this  act,  or  fiv  tector  of  negroes,  or  to  one  of  his  inspecton ; 
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and  the  nid  protector  ii  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  examine,  or  cause  to  be  examined 
bj  one  of  his  inspectors,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  said  collector,  or  bis  deputy,  and  a  surgeon 
to  be  called  in  on  the  occasion,  the  state  of  the 
laid  ship  and  negroes ;  and  upon  what  shall  ap- 
pear to  them,  the  said  protector  of  negroes,  and 
the  said  collector  and  surgeon,  to  be  a  sufficient 
proof,  either  as  arising  from  their  own  inspec- 
tion or  sufficient  information  on  a  summary 
process,  of  any  contravention  of  this  act,  or 
cruelty  to  the  negroes,  or  other  malversation  of 
the  said  captain,  or  any  of  his  officers,  the  said 
protector  shall  impose  a  6ne  on  him  or  them,  not 

exceeding ;  which  shall  not,  however, 

weaken  or  invalidate  any  penalty  growing  fixxn 
the  bond  of  the  said  master  or  his  owners.' 
And  it  is  hereby  provided,  that  if  the  said 
master  or  any  of  his  officers  shall  find  himself 
aggrieved  by  the  said  fine,  he  may,  within- 

days,  appeal  to  the  chief  judge,  if  the 

court  shall  be  sitting  or  to  the  govemour,  who 
■hall  and  are  required  to  hear  the  said  parties, 
and,  on  hearing  are  to  annul  or  confirm  the  same. 

7.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  sale  of  ne- 
groes shall  be  made  but  in  the  presence  of 
an  inspector,  and  all  negroes  shall  be  sdd 
severally,  or  in  known  and  ascertained  lots, 
and  not  otherwise;  and  a  paper,  containing 
the  state  and  description  of  each  negro  se- 
verally sold,  and  of  each  lot,  shall  be  taken 
and  registered  in  the  office  aforesaid ;  and  if, 
CMi  inspection  or  information,  it  shall  be  found 
that  any  negroes  shall  have,  in  the  same  ship, 
or  any  other  at  the  same  time  examined,  a  wife, 
a  husband,  a  brother,  sister,  or  child,  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  related,  shall  not  be  sold 
separately,  at  that  or  any  future  sale. 

8.  And  bo  it  enacted,  that  each  and  every 
of  his  majesty's  island  and  plantations,  in 
which  negroes  are  used  in  cultivation,  shall 
be,  by  the  govemour  and  the  protector  of  ne- 
groes for  the  time  being,  divided  into  districts, 
allowing  as  much  as  convenience  will  adroit  at 
the  present  division  into  parishes,  and  subdi- 
viding them,  where  necessary,  into  districts, 
according  to  the  number  of  negroes.  And  the 
said  govemour  and  protector  of  negroes  shall 
cause,  in  each  district,  a  church  to  be  built,  in 
a  convenient  place,  and  a  cemetery  annexed, 
and  an  house  for  the  residence  of  a  clergyman, 
with— —acres  of  land  annexed;  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  treat  for  the  neces- 
sary ground  and  with  the  proprietor,  who  is 
hereby  obliged  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same 
to  the  said  use  ;  and  in  case  of  dispute  con- 
cerning the  value,  the  same  to  be  settled  by 
a  juiy,  as  in  like  cases  is  accustomed. 


9.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  m  each  of  thi 
said  districts  shaB  be  cslaHiriird  a  pewhyterrf 
the  church  of  England  as  by  law  estabUdied, 
who  shall  appoint  under  him  one  derk,  iHw 
shall  be  a  free  negro,  when  audi  propoly 
qualified  can  be  found,  (otherwise  a  uliils 
man,)  with  a  salary,  in  each  case,  of  ; 
and  the  said  mintsto-  and  derk,  both  or  one, 
shall  instruct  the  said  negroes  in  the  cboRk 
catechism,  or  such  other  as  shall  be  provided 
by  the  authoriqr  in  this  act  named ;  ud  iks 
said  minister  shall  baptize,  as  he  shall  tfaidi 
fit,  all  negroes  not  baptized,  and  not  bdongiBg 
to  dissenters  from  the  church  of  Elngiand. 

10.  And  the  principal  overseer  of  eacbphi^ 
tation  is  hereby  required  to  deliver  amsMfij 
unto  the  minister,  a  list  of  all  the  negroes  opoa 
his  plantation,  distinguishing  theur  set  ud 
age,  and  shall,  under  a  penalty  of  , 
cause  all  the  negroes  tmder  his  care,  above  die 

age  of years,  to  attend  divine  service  oace 

<Mi  every  Sunday,  except  in  case  of  sickaeH, 
infirmity,  or  other  necessary  cause  to  be  givn 
at  the  time ;  and  shall,  by  himself  or  one  of 
those  who  are  under  him,  provide  for  the  or> 
derly  behaviour  of  the  negroes  under  him,  and 
cause  them  to  return  to  his  plantation  wfaco 
divine  service,  or  administration  of  sacnr 
ments,  or  catechism  is  ended. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  ministsr 
shall  have  power  to  punish  any  negro  for  dii* 
orderly  conduct  during  divine  service,  by  t 
punishment  not  exceeding  [ten]  blows,  to  be 
given  in  one  day  and  for  one  offioice,  wfaidk 
the  overseer,  or  his  under-agent  or  agents,  k 
hereby  directed,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
said  minister,  effisctually  to  inflict,  whenever 
the  same  shall  be  ordered. 

12.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  spiritoooi 
liquors  of  any  kind  shall  be  sold,  except  m 

towns,   within miles  distance  of  uf/ 

church,  nor  within  any  district  during  divine 
service,  and  an  hour  preceding  and  an  hourfot 
lowing  the  same;  uid  the  minister  of  each 
parish  shall,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  act  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  enforcing  the  said 
regulation. 

13.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  p»i»iM*<if 
shall  keep  a  register  of  births,  burials  and 
marriages  of  all  negroes  and  mulattos  in  hii 
district. 

14.  And  be  it  wacted,  that  the  ministers 
of  the  several  districts  shall  meet  annual^,  on 
the day  of ,  in  a  synod  of  the 


island  to  which  they  belong;  and  the 
synod  shall  have  for  its  president,  such  petsoa 
as  the  bishop  of  London  shall  a|^>oint  for  his 
commissary;  and  the  said  synod  or  geaerri 
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jr  is  hereby  aoUiorized,  by  a  majority  of  boy*  of  that  age  and  etrength  have  been  gold 

JO  make  regulations ;  whidi  reguIaticxM  within  the  year ;  and  the  said  negro  so  pur- 

t  transmitted  by  the  said  president  or  chased,  shall  be  under  the  entire  guardianship 

lary ,  to  the  bishop  of  l^ondoc ;  and  when  of  the  said  protector  of  negroes,  who  shall  send 

.   by  the  bishop  of  London  af^Nrored  him  to  the  bishop  of  London,  for  his  further 

,  and  not  before,  the  said  regulations  education  in  England,  and  may  charge  in  his 

held  in  force  to  bind  the  said  clergy,  accounts  for  the  expense  of  transporting  him  to 

istants,  clerics  and  schoolmastmi  only,  England;  and  the  bishop  of  London  shall  |)ro- 

>ther  persons.  vide  for  the  education  of  such  of  the  said  ne- 

nd  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said  pre-  groes  as  he  shall  think  proper  subjects,  until 

lall  collect  matter  in  the  said  assembly,  the  age  of  twenty^four  years,  and  shall  order 

1  make  a  report  of  the  state  of  religion  those  who  shall  fall  short  of  expectation,  after 

ab  in  the  several  parishes  from  whence  one  year,  to  be  bound  apprentice  to  some  han- 

xl  is  deputed,  and  shall  transmit  the  dicraft  trade ;  and  when  his  a(^>renticeship  is 

ice  in  the  year,  in  duplicate,  through  finished,  the  lord  mayor  of  London  is  hereby 

mour  and  protector  of  negroes,  to  the  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  the  said  ne- 

£  London.  gro  from  his  master,  and  to  transmit  him  to  the 

jid  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  that  island  firom  which  he  came  in  the  West  Indies, 

ip  of  London  for  the  time  being  shall  to  be  there  as  a  fi«e  negro ;  subject,  however, 

n  to  all  and  every  the  said  cures  in  to  the  direction  of  the  protector  of  negroes, 

directed,  that  the  said  bishop  is  here-  relativdy  to  his  behaviour  and  employment, 

red  to  provide  for  the  due  filling  there-  80.  And  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  provided, 

is  to  receive  Ccom  the  fund  in  this  act  that  any  planter  or  owner  of  negroes,  not  being 

I,  for  the  due  execution  of  this  act,  a  of  the  diorch  of  England,  and  not  dioosing  to 

exceeding  — — —  for  each  of  the  said  send  his  negroes  to  attend  divine  service  in  the 
I,  for  his  outfit  and  passage.  manner  by  this  act  directed,  shall  give,  jointly 
nd  be  it  enacted,  that,  on  misbehaviour  or  severally,  as  the  case  shall  require,  securi^ 
XMB{daint  fi^m  the  said  synod,  and  on  to  the  protector  of  negroes,  that  a  competent 
the  party  accused  in  a  plain  and  sum-  minister  of  some  Christian  church  or  congrega- 
umetf  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  iioa  shall  be  provided  for  the  due  instruction 
up  of  London  to  suspend  or  to  remove  of  the  negroes,  and  for  their  performing  divine 
ister  from  thb  cure,  as  his  said  cS'  service  according  to  the  description  of  the  re- 
tail appear  to  merit.  ligion  of  the  master  or  masters,  in  some  church 
nd  be  it  enacted,  that  for  every  two  or  house  thereto  allotted,  in  the  manner  and 
,  a  school  shall  be  established  for  young  with  the  regulations  in  this  act  (^'escribed,  with 

to  be  taught  three  days  in  the  week,  regard  to  the  exercise  of  religion  according  to 

e  detained  firom  their  owner  four  hours  the  churdi  of  England, 

day ;  The  number  not  to  be  more  or  Provided  always,  that  the  marriages  of  the 

ui  twenty  males  in  each  district,  who  said  negroes  belonging  to  dissenters,  shall  be 

<^osen,  and  vacancies  filled,  by  the  celelnrated  only  in  the  church  of  the  said  district, 

of  the  district ;  and  the  said  minister  and  that  a  register  of  the  births  shall  be  trans- 

'  to  the  owner  of  the  said  boy,  and  shall  mitted  to  the  minister  of  the  said  district, 

ed  the  same  in  his  accounts  at  the  21.  And  whereas  a  state  of  matrimony  and 

>  the  age  of  twelve  years  old,  three-  the   government  <^  a  family  is  a  principal 

f  the  day ;    and  for  every  boy,  from  means  of  forming  men  to  a  fitness  for  freedcni, 

"ears  old  to  fifteen,  five  pence  by  the  and  to  become  good  citizens ;  Be  it  enacted, 

that  all  negro  men  and  women,  above  eighteen 

nd  it  is  enacted,  that  if  the  president  years  of  age  for  the  man,  and  sixteen  for  the 

nod  aforesaid  shall  certify  to  the  pro-  woman,  who  have  cohabitedtogelher  for  twelve 

'  negroes,  that  any  boys  in  the  said  months  or  upwards,  or  shall  cohabit  for  the 

provided  that  the  number  in  no  one  same  time,  wad  have  a  chiki  or  children,  shall 

n  exceed  one  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  be  deemed  to  all  intents  and  purposes  to  be 

in  two  years  in  the  islands  of  Barba-  married ;  and  either  of  the  parties  is  autho- 

itigua,  and  Ghrenada ;  and  one  in  four  rized  to  require  c^the  ministers  of  the  district, 

any  of  the  other  islands)  do  show  a  to  be  married  in  the  face  of  the  church. 

>le  aptitude  for  learning,  the  said  pro-  22.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  from  and  after 

hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pur-  the            of           ,  all  negro  men  in  an  heakby 

b  laid  boy,  at  the  best  rate  at  which  condition,  and  so  reported  to  be,  in  caw  th* 
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IHM  »  d«oM,  kjr  a  wrgwa  and  bf  n  io-  a^dack  «■  Stalwfay 

■peetflT  of  oegroe*,  aad  being  twenCyKioe  ywa  worinig  Immt  oo  MiMiday 
«M  or  upwmrdi  ontil  fifty,  aad  nol  beiof  befere         90.  A»4   wiMreas  habits  ef  iailualiy  ari 

■Mrried,  riMll,  anreqimiuoaofUMiMpectora,  sobriety,  aad  iIm  idmbp  of  aequihoc  tad  pn> 

be  proTided  1^  their  maslera  or  overseers  widi  •trnmg  property,  sre  proper  and  ifunadbb 

a  womaa  BoC  bavins  childreo  living,  and  not  prspsrativeBtofresdoBi,«ndwillsecare«gMl 

ezeecding  the  a^  of  the  rasa;  nor  ia  any  case  an  abuse  of  the  sune ;  Be  it  enacted,  that  eva^ 

exceeding  the  age  cf  twenty-dve  years;  and  negro  man  adw  iball  have  senred  tea  yen, 

such  peraons  ehsH  be  mairied  publicly  in  the  and  is  thirty  yesrs  of  age,  and  is  B«rrie^  ad 

Ibce  of  the  church.  has  had  two  children  bo>m  of  aay  aMrmp, 

2S.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  negro  thaH  obtain  the  whole  of  Satarday,  far  UmmV 

riiall  refuse  a  competent  marriage  tendered  to  and  his  wile  and  lor  his  own  beneik ;  tad  lAa 

him,  and  shall  not  demand  another  epecifically,  thirty-seven  years  ef  age,  dM  wbeie  of  FMq^ 

such  as  it  may  be  in  his  master's  power  to  for  himself  and  his  wife ;  prorided  that  in  M 

provide,  the  master  or  overseer  shall  be  an-  cases  the  minisler  of  the  district  aad  tfa«  i» 

thorized  to  constrain  him  by  an  increase  of  spector  of  negroes  shall  certify,  that  they  kaBt 

work,  or  a  lessening  of  allowance.  nothing  against  his   peaceable,  ovdeily,  H^ 

24.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  minister  in  industrious  behaviour. 


each  district  shall  have,  with  the  assent  of  the  SI.  And  be  it  enacted,  Aat  the  mtmmd 

inspector,  full  power  and  authority  to  punish  every  plantation  shall  provide  the  SBateritb  of 

all  acts  of  adultery,  onlawfol  concuhmage  and  a  good  and  substantial  hot  for  each  BNrrii4 

fornication,  among  negroes,  on  hearing  and  a  field  negro;  and  if  his  plantatioB  shall eieeed 

summary  process,  by  ordering  a  nunrt>er  of  •— —  acres,  he  shall   allot  to  the  sasw  i 

Mows,  not  exceeding for  each  offence ;  portion  of  land  not  less  than             ;  aad  lis 

and  if  any  white  person  shall  be  proved,  on  said    hot  and    land    shall  remain  and  iHid 

Information,  in  the  supreme  court,  to  be  ex-  annexed  to  the  sai<}  negro,  for  his  natural  lib| 

hibited  by  the  protector  of  negroes,  to  have  or  during  his  bondage ;  but  the  same  sbdl  aA 

committed  adultery  with  any  negro  woman,  or  be  alienated  without  the  consent  of  the  owaen. 

to  have  corrupted  any  negro  woman  under  9S.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shaB  act  bt 

sixteen  years  of  age,  he  shall  be  fined  in  the  lawful  for  the  owner  of  any  negro,  by  hinsdf 

sum  of            ,  and  shall  be  for  ever  disabled  or  any  other,  to  take  firom  him  any  land,  hoaM^ 

Irom  serving  the  office  of  overseer  of  negroeS|  cattle,  goods  or  money,  acqoired  by  the  siii 

or  being  attorney  to  any  plantation.  negro,  whether  by  purahase,  donation  or  t«sti> 

26.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  slaves  shall  ment,  whether    the  same  has  been  derived 

be  compelled  to  do  any  work  lor  their  masters  firom  the  owner  of  the  said  negro,  or  any  odier. 

for  [three]  days  after  their  marriage.  8S.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  die  said  aegro 

26.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  woman  shall  shall  die  possessed  of  any  lands,  goods  or 
be  obliged  to  field-work,  or  any  other  laborious  chattels,  and  dies  without  leaving  a  wife  « 
work,  for  one  month  before  her  delivery,  or  issue,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  negro  to 
for  six  weeks  afterwards.  devise  or  bequeath  the  same  by  his  last  wiU; 

27.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  husband  but  in  case  the  said  negro  shall  die  intestate, 
and  wife  shall  be  sold  separately,  if  originally  and  leave  a  wife  and  chikiren,  the  same  sbtU 
belonging  to  the  same  roaster,  nor  shall  any  be  distributed  among  them,  according  to  tJM 
children,  under  sixteen,  be  sold  separately  from  usage  under  the  statute  commonly  called  The 
their  parents,  or  one  parent,  if  one  be  liring.  Statute  of  EHstributions.    But  if  the  said  negro 

28.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  an  husbami  riiall  die  intestate  without  wife  or  chiMres, 
and  wife,  which  before  their  intermarriage  then,  and  in  that  case,  his  estate  shall  go  to 
belonged  to  different  owners,  shall  be  sold,  the  fund  provkied  for  the  better  execution  of 
they  shall  not  be  sold  at  such  a  distiince  as  to  this  act. 

prevent  mutual  help  and  cohabitation ;  and  of  34.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  negro  who  it 

this  distance  the  ministers  shall  judge,  and  his  married,  and  hath  resided  upon  any  plantatioi 

oertificateof  the  inconvenient  distance  shall  be  for   twelve  months,  shall  be  sold  either  pri- 

▼atid,  so  as  to  make  such  sale  unlawful,  and  to  vately  or  by  the  decree  of  any  court,  but  aloog 

render  the  same  null  and  void.  with  the  plantation  on  which  he  hath  resided, 

29.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  negro  shall  unless  he  should  himself  request  to  be  sep»> 
be  compelled  to  work  for  his  owner  at  field-  rated  therefix>m. 

work,  or  any  service  relative  to  a  plantation,  85.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  blows  or 

or  to  work  at  any  handicraft  trade,  from  eleven  stripes  exceeding  thirteen  shaU  ba  inffiolad  ftr 
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ane  oflfence  upon  any  negro,  without  the  order  values ;  provided  that  the  iaid  father  shall  bind 

af  one  of  his  majesty^s  justices  of  peace.  himself  in  a  penalty  of —for  the  good  be- 

36.  And  it  is  enacted,  tlMt  it  shall  be  lawful  havioor  of  his  children. 

lor  the  protector  of  negroes,  as  often  as  on  39.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  law- 

Domplaint  and  hearing  he  shall  be  of  opini<Mi  ful  for  the  protector  o£  negroes  to  purchase  the 

l%g|  %nyllegr»faath  b^n  cruelly  and  inhumanly  freedom  of  any  negro,  who  shall  appear  le  bim 

treated,  or  when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  to  excel  in  any  mechanical  art  or  other  know- 

him  that  an  overseer  hath  any  particular  ma-  ledge  or  practice  deemed  liberal,   and  the 

lioe,  to  order,  at  the  desire  of  the  suffering  party,  value  shall  be  settled  by  a  jury. 

die  said  negro  to  be  sold  to  another  master.  40.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  protector  of 

57.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  in  all  cases  of  negroes  shall  be,  and  is  authorized  and  re- 
iqpry  to  member  or  life,  the  offences  against  quired  to  act  as  a  magistrate,  for  the  coercion 
a  negro  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  all  intents  of  all  idle,  disobedient,  or  disorderly  free  ne- 
•nd  purposes  as  if  the  same  were  perpetrated  groes,  and  he  shall  by  office  prosecute  them 
against  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects ;  and  the  for  the  offences  of  idleness,  drunkenness,  quai^ 
protector  cf  negroes,  on  cotnpliiint,  or  if  he  relling,  gaming,  or  vagrancy,  in  the  supreme 
thafl  receive  credible  information  thereof,  shall  court,  or  cause  them  to  be  prosecuted  before 
eanse  an  indictment  to  be  presented  for  the  one  justice  of  peace,  as  the  case  may  require. 
same ;  and  in  case  of  suspicion  of  any  murder  41.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  free  negro 
efa  negro,  an  inquest  by  the  coroner,  or  officer  hatfi  been  twice  convicted  for  any  of  the  said 
acting  as  such,  shall,  if  practicable,  be  held  misdemeanors,  and  is  judged  by  the  said  pro- 
into  me  same.  tector  of  negroes,  calling  to  his  assistance  two 

58.  And  in  order  to  a  gradual  manumission  justices  of  the  peace,  to  be  incorrigibly  idle, 
of  ^ves,  as  they  shall  seem  fitted  to  fin  the  dissolute  and  vicious,  it  shall  be  lawful,  by  the 
offices  of  freemen.  Be  it  enacted,  that  every  order  of  the  said  protector  and  two  justices  of 
negro  dave  being  thirty  years  of  age  and  op-  peace,  to  sell  the  said  free  negro  into  slavery : 
wifftb,  and  who  has  had  three  children  born  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid  to  the  person  so 
to  him  in  lawful  matrimony,  and  who  hath  re-  remanded  into  servitude,  or  kept  in  hand  by  the 
ceited  a  certificate  from  the  minister  of  his  protector  and  govemour,  for  Uie  benefit  of  his 
district,  or  any  other  Christian  teacher,  of  his  family. 

regularity  in  ^e  duties  of  religion,  and  of  his  42.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  govemour 

orderiy  and  good  behaviour,  may  purchase,  at  in  each  colony  shall  be  assistant  to  the  ezecu- 

rates  to  be  fixed  by  two  justices  of  peace,  the  tion  of  this  act,  and  shall  receive  the  reports 

freedom  of  himself,  or  his  wife  or  children,  or  of  the  protector,  and  such  other  accounts  as  he 

of  any  of  ihem  separately,  valuing  the  wife  and  shall  judge  material  relative  thereto,  and  diall 

diiUron,  if  purdused  into  liberty  by  the  father  transmit  the  same  annually  to  one  of  his  ma- 

of  tiie  fkmilj,  at  half  only  of  their  marketable  jaaty's  principal  secretaries  of  state. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN 

OF  THE  BUCKINGHAMSfflRE  MEETING  *   HELD  OH 
THE  13TH  APRIL,  1780,  AT  AYLESBURY. 

SIR,  has  been  our  own  pride,  and  an  object  of  id* 

HAYiifo  heard  yesterday  by  mere  accident,  miration  to  all  other  nations.    It  is  noterety 

that  there  is  an  intention  of  laying  before  the  thing  which  appears  at  first  view  to  be  fuJkj 
county  meeting  new  matter^  which  i*  not  con-     in  such  a  complicated  plan,  that  is  to  be  dtdash 

tained  in  our  petition,  ami  the  consideration  of  mined  to  be  so  in  reality.  To  enable  uto 
which  had  been  deferred  to  a  fitter  time  by  a  correct  the  constituti(Hi,  the  whole  constitutioB 
majority  of  our  committee  in  London ;  permit     must  be  viewed  together  ;  and  it  mustbecooh 

me  to  take  this  method  of  submitting  to  you  my  pared  with  the  actual  state  of  the  people,  an! 

reasons  for  thinking,  with  our  committee ,  that  the    circumstances  of   the  time.     For,  that 

nothing  ought  to  be  hastily  determined  upon  which,  taken  singly  and  by  itself,  may  appear 

the  subject.  to  be  wrong,  when  considered  with  relatioDto 

Our  petition  arose  naturally  from  distresses  other  things  may  be  perfectly  right)  or  at  leaM 

which  we  felt ;  and  the  requests,  which  we  such  as  ought  to  be  patientlv  oidured,  as  the 

made,  were  in  effect  nothing  more,  than  that  means  of  preventing  soraethmg  that  is  wone. 

such  things  should  be  done  in  parliament,  as  it  So  far  with  regard  to  what  at  first  view  naj 

was  evidently  the  duty  of  parliament  to  do.  appear  a  (Kstemper  in  the  constitution.    As  to 

But  the  affair,  which  will  be  proposed  to  you  ^o  remetfy  of  that  distemper,  am  equal  caotioi 

by  a  person  of  rank  and  ability,  is  an  alteration  ought  to  be  used;  because  this   latter  coo* 

in  the  constitution  of  parliament  itself.    It  is  sideration  is  not  single  aind  separate,  no  mm 

impossible  for  you  to  have  a  subject  before  you  than  the  ^rmer<    There  aje  many  things  ii 

of  more  importance,  and  that  requires  a  more  reformation  which  would  be  proper  to  be  done, 

cool  amd  more  mature  consideration,  both  on  its  if  other  things  can  be  done  aJong  with  tlieii; 

own  account,  and  for  the  credit  of  our  sobriety  but  which,  if  they  camnot  be  so  auxompanied, 

of  mind  who  are  to  resolve  upon  it.  ought  not  to  be  done  at  all.    t  therefore  wish, 

The  county  will,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  when  amy  new  matter  of  this  deep  nature  is 

called  upon  to  declare  it  your  opinion,  that  proposed  to  me,  to  have  the  whole  schenw 

the  house  of  comm(»is  is  not  sufficiently  nu-  distinctly  in  my  view,  amd  full  time  to  cob- 

merous,  and  that  the  elections  are  not  suf^  isider  of  it.    Please  God,  I  will    walk  with 

ficiently  frequent.     That   an  hundred  new  caution,  whenever  I  am  not  able  cleaiiy  to  see 

knights  of  the  shire  ought  to  be  added ;  and  that  my  way  before  me. 

we  are  to  have  a  new  election  once  in  three  I  am  now  growing  old.   I  have  from  ny  veiy 

yeairs  for  certain,  smd  as  much  oflener  as  the  early  youth  been  conversant  in  reading  and 

king  pleases.    Such  will  be  the  state  of  things  thinking  upon  the  subject  of  our  laws  and  cod- 

if  the  proposition  made  shall  take  effect  stitution,  as  well  as  upon  those  of  other  times, 

All  this  may  be  proper.    But,  as  an  honest  vad  other  countries.    I  have  been  for  fif^eea 

man,  I  cannot  possibly  give  my  vote  for  it  7«ars  a  very  laborious  member  of  parliament; 

mitil  I  have  considered  it  more  fully.    I  will  and  m  that  time  have  had  great  opportunities 

not  deny,  that  our  constitution  may  have  faults ;  of  seeing  with  my  own  eyes  the  workii^of  the 

and  that  those  faults,  when  found,  ought  to  be  machine  of  our  government ;  amd  remarking 

corrected;  but,  on  the  whole,  that  constitution  where  it  went  smoothly  and  did  its  business, 

and  where  it  checked  in  its  movemmits,  or 

*  The  meeting  ofthe  freeholders  ofthe  county  w*»«*e  it  damaged  its  work.     I  have  also  bad 

of  Rockingham,  which  occasioned  the  following  and  used  the  opportunities  of  conversing  with 

letter,  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Into  men  of  the  greatest  wisdom  and  fullest  ex- 

consideration  a  petition  to  parliament,  for  short-  »«,:«„^«  :„  .l*  «  «.♦♦.«. .  L^a  Ta    j    i       . 

enlngiheduratiin  of  parliaments,  and  foramore  P«"ence  m  those  matters;  and  I  do  declare  to 

equal  representation  of  the  people  in  the  house  7^  ™^'  solemnly  and  most  truly,  that  on  the 

of  commons  result  of  all  this  reading,  thinking, * 
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md  communicadon,  I  am  not  able  to  come  to  indeed  among  the  most  inccmsiderable,)  I  assert 

an  immediate  resolution  in  favour  of  a  chance  my  right  of  dissenting  (as  I  do  dissent  fully 

of  the  groundwork  of  our  constitution :  and  m  and  directly)  from  any  resolution  whatsoever 

particular,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  on  the  subject  of  an  alteration  in  the  represen- 

country,  in  the  present  state  of  our  repre-  tation  and  election  of  the  kingdom  at  this  time, 

«entati(Ni,  in  the  present  state  of  our  ri^tt  and  By  preserving  this  right,  and  exercising  it  with 

mod^  of  electing,  in  the  present  state  of  the  temper  and  moderation,  I  trust  I  cannot  offend 

several  prevalent  interests,  in  the  present  state  the  noble  proposer,  for  whom  no  man  professeSi 

of  the  affairs  and  manners  of  this  country,  that  or  feels,  more  respect  and  regard  than  I  do. 

the  addition  of  an  hundred  knights  of  the  shire,  A  want  of  concurrence  in  every  thing  which  can 

and  hurrying  election  on  election,  will  be  things  be  proposed,  will  in  no  sort  weaken  the  energy 

advantageous  to  liberty  or  good  government,  or  distract  the  efforts  of  men  of  upright  inten- 

This  is  the  present  condition  of  my  mind  ;  tions,  upon  those  points  in  which  they  are 

and  this  is  my  apology  for  not  going  as  fast  as  agreed.    Assemblies  that  are  met.  Bad  with  a 

others  may  choose  to  go  in  this  business.    I  do  resolution  to  be  all  of  a  mind,  are  assemblies 

not  by  any  means  reject  the  propositicms —  that  can  have  no  opinion  at  all  of  their  own. 

much  less  do  I  condemn  the  gentlemen  who,  The  first  proposer  of  any  measure  roust  be 

with  equal  good  intentions,  with  much  better  their  master.    I  do  not  know  that  an  amicable 

abilities,  and  with  infinitely  greater  personal  variety  of  sentiment,  conducted  with  mutual 

weight   and  considerati(Hi  than  mine,  are  of  good  will,  has  any  sort  of  resemblance  to  dis- 

opinion  that  this  matter  ought  to  be  decided  cord  ;  or  that  it  can  give  any  advantage  what- 

vpoa  instantly.  soever  to  the  enemies  of  our  common  cause. 

I  most  heartily  wish,  that  the  deliberate  On  the  contrary,  a  forced  and  fictitious  agree- 

sense  of  the  kii^om  on  this  great  subject  ment  (which  every  universal  agreement  must 

riiould  be  known.    When  it  is  known,  it  mutt  be)  is  not  becoming  the  cause  of  freedom. 

be  prevalent.    It  would  be  dreadful  indeed,  if  If,  however,  any  evil  should  arise  from  it^ 

there  was  any  power  in  the  nation  capable  of  (which  I  confess  I  do  not  foresee,)  I  am  happy 

resisting  its  unanimous  desire,  or  even  the  that  those  who  have  brought  forward  new  and 

desire  c(  any  very  great  and  decided  majority  arduous  matter,  when  very  great  doubts,  and 

of  the  people.    The  people  may  be  deceived  in  some  diversity  of  opinion  roust  be  foreknown, 

their  choice  of  an  object.    But  I  can  scarcely  are  of  authority  and  weight  enough  to  stand 

omceive  any  choice  they  can  make  to  be  so  very  against  the  consequences, 
mischievous  as  the  existence  of  any  human        I  humbly  lay  these  my  sentiments  before  the 

fierce  capable  of  resisting  it.    It  will  certainly  county.    They  are  not  taken  up  to  serve  any 

be  the  duty  of  every  man  in  the  situation  to  interests  of  my  own,  or  to  be  subservient  to 

which  God  has  called  him,  to  give  his  best  the  interests  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  under 

opinion  and  advice  upon  the  matter ;  it  will  not  heaven.    I  could  wish  to  be  able  to  attend  our 

be  his  duty,  let  him  diink  what  he  wilt,  to  use  meeting,  or  that  I  had  time   to  reason  this 

any  violent  or  any  fraudulent  means  of  coun-  matter  more  fully  by  letter ;  but  I  am  detain- 

teracting  the  general  wish,  or  even  of  em-  ed  here  upon  our  business.    What  you  have 

ploying  the   legal  and  constructive   ofgan  of  already  put  upon  us  is  as  much  as  we  can  da. 

expressing  the  people's  sense  against  the  sense  If  we  are  prevented  from  going  through  it  with 

which  they  do  actually  entertain.  any  effect,  I  fear  it  will  be  in  part  owing,  not 

In  order  that  the  real  sense  of  the  people  more  to  the  resistance  of  the  enemies  of  our 

should  be  known  upon  so  great  an  affair  as  cause,  than  to  our  imposing  on  ourselves  such 

this,  it  is  of  absolute  necessity  that  timely  no-  tasks  as  no  human  faculties,  employed  as  we 

tice  should  be  given.    That  the  matter  should  were,  can  be  equal  to.    Our  worthy  members 

be  prepared  in  open  committees;  firom  a  choice  have  shown  distinguished  ability  and  zeal  in 

into  which  no  class  or  description  of  men  is  to  support  of  our  petition.    I  am  just  going  down 

be  excluded — and  the  subsequent  county  meet-  to  a  bill  brought  in  to  frustrate  a  capital  part 

ings  should  be  as  full  and  as  well  attended  as  of  your  desires.    The  minister  is  preparing  to 

possible.    Without  these  precautions  the  true  transfer  the  cognizance  of  the  public  accounts 

■ease  of  the  people  will  ever  be  uncertain.  Sure  fixwn  those  whom  you  and  the  constitution  have 

I  am,  that  no  precipitate  resolution  on  a  great  chosen  to  controul  them,  to  unknown  persons, 

change  in  the  fundamental  constitution  of  any  creatures  of  his  own.    For  so  much  he  anni- 

coontry  can  ever  be  called  the  real  sense  of  the  hilates  parliament. 
P^gpl^^  I  have  the  honour,  ax. 

I  tnift  it  win  not  be  taken  amiss,  if,  as  an      Charies-street,        EDMUND  BURKB. 
jnK^Ht*"^  and  fte«hold«r  of  this  ooonty,  (one    ISth  April,  1780. 


TRACTS, 


RELATIVE  TO  THE   LAWS   AGAINST  POPERY  IN 

IRELAND.* 


FRAGMENTS  OF  A  TRACT 

OV  THK 

POPERY  LAWS. 


THE  PLAN. 

I  PROPOSE  first  to  make  &n  introduction,  in 
order  to  shew  the  propriety  of  a  closer  inspec- 
tion into  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  and  this  takes 
up  the  first  chapter ;  which  is  to  be  spent  in 
this  introductory  matter,  and  in  stating  the 
popery  laws  in  general  as  one  leading  cause 
of  the  imbecility  of  the  country. 

Ch.  II.  states  particularly  the  laws  them- 
■elves,  in  a  plain  and  popular  manner. 

Ch.  III.  begins  the  remarks  upon  them, 
under  the  heads  of,  1st.  The  Object,  which 
is  a  numerous  people.  2dly.  Their  means, 
a  restraint  on  property.  Sdly.  Their  instru- 
ments of  execution,  corrupted  morals ;  which 
affect  the  national  prosperity. 

Ch.  IV.  The  impolicy  of  those  laws  as 
they  affect  the  national  securi^. 

Ch.  v.  Reasons  by  which  the  laws  are 
supported,  and  answers  to  them. 

*  The  condition  of  the  Roman  catholics  in 
Ireland  appears  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Burke  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  political 
life.  It  was  probably  soon  aller  the  year  1765, 
that  be  formed  the  plan  of  a  work  upon  that  sub- 
ject, the  fragments  of  which  are  now  given  to 
the  public.  No  title  is  prefixed  to  it  in  the  ori- 
ginal manuscript ;  and  the  Plartj  which  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  insert  here,  was  evi- 
dently desired  merely  for  the  convenience  of 
the  author.  Of  the  first  chapter  some  uncon- 
nected fragments  only,  too  imperfect  for  publi- 
cation, have  been  found.  Of  the  second,  there 
is  a  considerable  portion,  perhaps  nearly  the 
whole ;  but  the  copy,  from  which  it  is  prmted, 
is  evidently  a  first  rough  draught.  The  third 
chapter,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  taken  from  a  fair 
corrected  copy  ;  but  the  end  of  the  second  part 
of  tbeHrst  head  is  left  unfinished  ;  and  the  die- 
eunioB  of  the  second  and  third  heads  was  either 
Aever  entered  upon,  or  the  maauacriiX  contain- 


CHAPER  n. 

Ih  order  to  lay  this  matter  with  full  stti^ 
fitctioD  before  the  reader,  I  shall  collect  iato 
one  point  of  view,  and  state,  as  shortly  and  u 
clearly  as  I  am  able,  the  purport  of  these  laws, 
according  to  the  objects  which  they  affect,  with- 
out making  at  present  any  finrther  obserratioa 
upon  them  but  just  what  shall  be  necessary  to 
render  the  drift  and  intention  of  the  legislature, 
and  the  tendency  and  operation  of  the  laws, 
the  more  distinct  and  evident. 

I  shall  begin  with  those  which  relate  to  the 
possession  md  inheritance  of  landed  propertjr 
in  popish  hands.  The  first  ofyeration  of  those 
acts  upon  this  object  was,  iFrhoUy  to  diange 
the  course  of  descent  by  the  conunon  law;  to 
take  away  the  right  of  primogeniture ;  and,  m 
lieu  thereof,  to  substitute  and  establish  a  men 
species  of  statute  gavelkind.  By  this  law,  oo 
the  death  of  a  papist  possessed  of  an  estate  in 
fee  simple  or  in  fee  tail,  the  land  is  to  be 
divided  by  equal  portions  between  all  the  male 
children ;  and  those  portions  are  likewise  to  be 
parcelled  out,  share  and  share  alike,  among 
the  descendants  of  each  son,  and  so  to  proceed 

ing  it  has  unfortunately  been  lost  What  fol- 
lows the  third  chapter  appears  to  have  been  de- 
signed for  the  beginning  of  the  fourth,  and  is 
evidently  the  first  rough  draueiu ;  and  to  this  we 
have  added  a  fragment,  which  appears  to  have 
been  a  part  either  of  this  or  the  first  chapter. 

In  the  volume  with  which  it  is  intended  to  ckM 
this  posthnmoQs  publication  of  Mr.  Burked 
Works,  we  shall  have  occasion  to  enter  into  • 
more  particular  account  of  the  part  which  he 
took  in  the  discussion  of  thisgreat  political  ques- 
tion. At  present  it  may  suffice  to  say,  that  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  second  letter  to  SkHtf* 
oules  Laugrishe,«nd  the  letter  to  hissout  wbkk 
here  follow  in  order  the  fragment  on  the  popery 
laws,  are  the  only  writings  upon  thto  sOTJeot 
found  among  his  papers  in~a  state  fit  io  ainntir 
in  this  stage  of  the  pulUication. 

What  remain  are  some  small  firagmeHs  of 
the  traet,  and  a  few  letters  coMainkaf  no  m* 
matter  QrhnpoEt^nce. 
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jA  a  similar  idistribution  ad  iri/hutum.    From  the  value  of  his  estate ;  and  to  allow  him  out 

this  regulation,  it  was  proposed  that  some  im-  of  that  possession  (which  had  been  before  re- 

portant  consequences  should  fcJIow  ;  First,  By  duced  to  an  estate  for  life)  such  an  immediate 

taking  away  the  right  <^  primogeniture,  per-  annual   allowance  as  the  lord  chancellor,  or 

haps  in  the  very  first  generation,  certainly  in  lord  keeper  shall  judge  suitable  to  his  age  and 

tke  second,  the  families  of  papists,  however  quality. 

respectable,  and  their  fortunes  howevrer  const-  This  indulgence  is  not  confined  to  the  eldest 

deiuble,  would  be  wholly  dissipated,  and  re-  son.     The  other  children  likewise,  by  confor- 

duced  to  obscurity  and  indigence,  without  any  mity,  may  acquire  the  same  privileges,  and  in 

possibility  that  they  should  r^Niir  them  by  their  the  same  manner  force  firom  their  fa^er  an 

industry  or  abilities ;  being,  as  we  shall  see  immediate  and  independent  maintenance.     It 

anon,  disabled  from  every  species  of  perma-  is  very  well  worth  remarking,  that  the  statutes 

nent  acquisition.    Secondly,  By  this  law,  the  have  avoided  to  fix  any  determinate  age,  for 

right  of  testamentation  is  taken  away,  which  these  emancipating  conversions ;  so  that  the 

the  inferiour  tenures  had  always  enjoyed  ;  and  children,  at  any  age,  however  incapable  of 

adi  tenures  from  the  27th  Hen.  8th.    Thirdly,  dioice  in  other  respects,  however  immature  or 

The  right  of  settlement  was  taken  away,  that  even  infantine,  are  yet  considered  sufficiently 

no  such  persons  should,  from  die  moment  the  capable  to  disinherit  their  parents,  and  totally 

aiet  passed,  be  enabled  to  advance  themselves  to  subtract  themselves  from  their  direction  and 

in  fortune  or  connection  by  marriage,  being  controul,  either  at  their  own  option,  or  by  the 

(&abled  frtnu  making  any  disposition  in  con-  instigation  of  others.    By  tliis  law,  the  tenure 

skleration  of  such  marriage,  but  what  the  law  and  value  of  a  Roman  catholic,  in  his  real 

had  previously  regulated;  the  reputable  est  a-  property,  is  not  only  rendered  extremely  limited 

blishment  of  the  eldest  son,  as  representative  and  altogether  precarious ;  but  the  paternal 

of  the  family,  or  to  settle  a  jointure,  being  power  is  in  all  such  families  so  enervated,  that 

commonly  the  great  deject  in  such  settlements,  it  may  well  be  considered  as  entirely  taken 

which  was  the  very  power  which  the  law  had  away;    even  the  principal  upon  which  it  is 

aiwolutely  taken  away.     The  operation    of  founded  seems  to  be  directly  reversed.    How- 

this  law,  however  certain,  might  be  too  slow,  ever,  the  legislature  feared  that  enough  was  not 

The   |iresent  possessors  mi^t  happen  to  be  yet  done  upon  this  head ;  the  Roman  catholic 

kttg  lived.    The  legislature  knew  the  natural  parent,  by  selling  his  real  estate,  mig^tin  some 

iflq>atience  of  expectants,  and  upon  this  prin-  sort  preserve  the  dominion  over  his  substance 

ci{^e  they  gave  encouragement  to  the  children  and  his  family,  and  thereby  evade  the  operation 

to  anticipate  the  inheritance.    For  it  is  pro-  of  these  laws,  which  intended  to  tal^  away 

Tided,  that  the  eldest  son  of  any  papist  shall,  both.    Besides,  frequent  revolutions  and  many 

iamiediately  on  his  conformity,  change  entirely  conversions  had  so  broken  the  landed  property 

the  natnro  and  properties  of  his  father's  legal  of  papists  in  that  kingdom,  that  it  was  appre- 

estate ;  if  he  before  held  in  fee  simple,  or  in  bended   that  this  law  could  have  in  a   short 

otiier  words,  had  the  entire  and  absolute  domi-  time  but  a  few  objects  upon  which  it  wouki 

nion  over  the  land,  he  is  reduced  to  an  estate  be  capable  of  operating, 

fbr  hb  life  only,  with  all  the  consequences  of  the  To  obviate  these  inconveniences,  another 

natural  debility  of  that  estate  ;  by  which  he  law  was  made,  by  which  the  dominion  of  chil- 

becomes  disqualified  to  sell,  mortgage,  charge,  dren  over  their  parents  was  extended  univer- 

(except  for  his  life,)  or  in  any  wise  to  do  any  sally  throughout  the  whole  popish  part  of  the 

act  by  which  he  may  raise  money  for  relief  in  nation,  and  every  child  of  every  popish  parent 

his  most  urgent  necessities.    The  eldest  son  was  encouraged  to  come  into  what  is  called  a 

so  conforming,  immediately  acquires,  and  in  Court  of  Equity,  to  prefer  a  bill  against  his 

the  lifetime  of  his  father,  the  permanent  part,  father,  and  compel  him  to  confess,  upon  oath, 

^rbat   our  law  calk  the   reversion    and   in-  the  quantity  and  value  of  his  substance,  per> 

beritance  of  the  estate,  and  he  discharges  it  sonal  as  well  as  real,  of  what  nature  soever,  or 

by  retrospect ;  and  annuls  every  sort  of  volun-  howsoever  it  might  be  employed ;  upon  which 

tvy  settlement  made  by  the  father  ever  so  long  discovery  the  court  is  empowered  to  seize  upon 

before  his  conversion.     This  he  may  sell  or  and  allocate  for  the  immediate  maintenance  of 

dispose  of  immediately,  and  alienate  it  from  such  child  or  children,  any  sum  not  exceeding 

tW  ikmily  for  ever.  a  third  of  the  whole  fortune ;  and  as  to  their 

■  Having  thi«  reduced  his  father's  estate,  he  future  establishment  on  the  death  of  the  father, 

QMy  also  bring  his  father  into  the  court  of  chan-  no  limits  are  assigned  ;  the  chancery  may,  if  it 

ciry,  where  he  may  compel  him  to  swear  to  thinks  fit,  take  the  whole  property,  personal  •» 
Vol.  II.— 26 


404  TRACTS  ON  THE  POPERY  LAWS. 

well  M  real,  money,  stock  in  trade,  &c.  out  of  all  the  tender  satisfaction  wiudi  t  prat 

of  the  power  of  the  possessor,  and  secure  it  can  feel  in  their  society,  and  which  is  the  ndj 

in  any  manner  they  judge  expedient  ibr  (hat  indemnification  he  can  have  lor  all  his  caros 

purpose ;  ibr  the  act  has  not  assigned  any  sort  and  sorrows;  and  thej  are  to  be  torn  ibr  ever, 

of  hmit  with  regard  to  the  (^antity  which  at  the  earliest  age,  froaa  his  house  and  fiunily; 

is  to  be  charged,  or  given  any  direction  con-  for  the  lord  chancellor  is  not  otAj  aulhorized, 

coming  the  means  of  charging  and  securing  but  he  is  strongly  required  to  takeaway  alibis 

it :   a  law  which  supersedes  all  observation.  children  finom  such  popish  parmt,  to  appoint 

But  the  law  is  still  more  extensive  in  its  pro-  where,  in  what  manner,  uid  by  whom  they  are 

visioBk    Because  there  was  a  possibility  that  to  be  educated ;  and  the  iadier  is  corapeUsd  Is 

the  parent,  though  sworn,  might  by  false  re-  pay,  not  ibr  the  ransom^- but  ibr  the  deprivatin 

presentations  evade  the  discovery  of  the  ultif-  of  his  chikiren  ;  and  to  fiimiak  inch  a  sym  as 

mate  value  of  his  estate,  a  new  bill  may  be  at  the  chancellor  thinks  proper  to  appoint  ki 

any  tine  broi^ht,  by  one,  any ,  or  all  of  the  chiU  their  education,  to  the  a^e  oC  eighteoi  yean, 

dren,  for  a  further  discovery ;  his  effects  are  to  The  case  is  the  same  if  the  husband  AwU 

undergo  a  firesh  scrutiny,  and  a  new  distribu-  be  the  eonibrmist ;  thou^  hew  the  law  is  to 

tion  is  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  it  So  that  operate  in  this  case  I  do  not  see.    For  the  act 

the  parent  has  no  security  against  perpetual  expressly  says,  that  the  cbiM  shall  be  taken 

inquietude,  and   the  reiteration^  of  chancery  irom  such  popish  parent.    And  whilst  aack 

suits,  but  by  (what  is  somewhat  difficult  for  husband  axtd  wife  cohabit,  it  will  he  an* 

human  nature  to  comply  with)  fully,  and  with-  possible  to  put  it  into  ezectitioo  widioat  takbg 

out  reserve,  abandoning  his  whole  property  to  the  child  ^om  one  as  well  as  boat  the  other; 

the  discretion  c^the  court,  to  be  disposed  of  in  and  then  the  ^fect  of  the  law  will  be,  that  if 

&vour  c^such  children.  either  husband  or  wifo  becooMs-  pretestaBt, 

But  is  this  enough,  and  has  the  parent  pur-  both  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  chil^m. 

chased  his  repose  by  such  a  surrender  ?    Very  The  paternal  power  thus  being  wholfyafaro- 

iar   from  it.    The   law  expressly,  and   very  gated,  it  is  evident  that  by  the  hut  regubtiosi 

carefully,  provides  that  he  shall  not ;  before  he  the  power  of  an  husband  over  his  wiie  is  aha 

can  be  secure  from  the  persecution  of  his  chit-  considerably  impaired  ;•  because  if  it  be  in  her 

dren,   it  requires  another  and  a  much  more  power,  whenever  she  pleases,  to  subtract  the 

extraordinary  condition ;  the  children  are  au-  children  firom  his  protection  and  obedience,  aba 

thorized,  if  Uiey  can  find  that  their  parent  has  herself^  by  that  hold,  inevitably  ae(|iiires  a 

by  his  industry  or  otherwise  increased  the  vahie  power  and  superiority  ov«r  her  hosbawU 

(^  his  property  since  their  first  bill,  to  bring  But  she  is  not  left  dependent  upon  tUi 

another,  compelling  a  new  account  of  the  value  oblique  influence ;  for  if  in  any  marriage  set- 

of  his  estate,  in  order  to  a  new  distribution  tiement  the  husband  has  reserved  to  him  a 

proportioned  to  the  value  of  the  estate  at  the  power  of  making  a  jointure,  and  he  dies  witk- 

time  of  the  new  bill  preferred.    They  may  out  settling  any,  her  conformity  execatea  hia 

bring  such  bills,  toties  qttoHeSf  upon  every  im-  powers ;  and  executes  them  in  as  lai|;e  extest 

provement  of  his  fortune,  without  any  sort  of  as  the  chancellor  thinks  fit.     The  husband  if 

limitation  of  time,  or  regard  to  the  frequence  deprived  of  that  coercive  power  over  his  wife 

of  such  bills,  or  to  the  quantity  of  the  increase  which  he  had  in  his  haiids,  by  the  use  ha 

of  the  estate,  which  shall  justify  the  bringing  might    make  of  the  discretiooary  power  re- 

them.    This  act  expressly  provides,  that  he  served  in  the  settlement, 

riiall  have  no  respite  from  the  persecution  <^  But  if  no  such  power  had  been  reserved^ 

his  children,   but  by   totally  abandoning  all  and  no  such  settlement  existed,  3ret  if  die 

thoughts  of  improvement  and  acquisition.  husband   dies  leaving   his   conibrming  wife 

This  is  going  a  great  way,  surely :  but  the  without  a  fixed  provision  by  some  settlenieac 

laws  in  question  have  gone  much  further;  not  on  his  real  estate,  his  wife  may  apply  to  chao- 

satisfied  with  calling  upon  chiklren  to  revolt  eery,  where  she^allbe  allotted  a  portion  liwi 

against  their  parents,  and  to  possess  themselves  his  leases  and  other  pera<Hial  estate,  not  es- 

of  their  substance,  tliere  are  cases  where  the  ceeding  (xie-third  of  his  whole  dear  substaaoe. 

withdrawing  of  the  child  from  his  father's  obe-  The  laws  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  ths 

dience  is  not  left  to  the  option  of  thediild  him-  former,  have  presumed  that  the  husband  hM 

self;  for  if  the  wife  of  a  Roman  catholic  shouki  omitted  to  make  aU  the  provision  which  ha 

choose  to  change  her  religion,  from  that  mo-  might  have  done,  fbr  no  other  reason  than  Alt 

ment  she  deprives  her  husband  of  all  manage-  of  her  religion.    If  therefore  she  chooaes  to 

mmA  and  direction  of  his  chikheni  and  even  balance  any  domestic  misdnniwinun  lo  hff 
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1,  by  the  public  merit  of  conformity  to  fendant,  that  of  plea  and  demurrer.    But  the 

the  protestaat  religion,  the  law  will  suffer  no  defendant  is  obliged  to  answer  the  whole  di- 

plea  of  such  misdemeanors  to  be  urged  on  the  rectly  upon  oath.    The  rule  of  Javcres  am- 

huflfaand*8  part,  nor  proof  of  that  kind  to  be  en-  jptoiruit,  &c.  is  reversed  by  this  act,  lest  any 

tered  into.    She  acquires  a  provision  totally  favour  should  be  shown,  or  the  force   and 

independent  of  his  favour,  and  deprives  him  of  operation  of  the  law  in  any  part  of  its  progress 

that  source  of  domestic   authority  which  the  be  enervated.    All  issues  to  be  tried  on  this 

common  law  had  left  to  him,  that  of  rewarding  act,  are  to  be  tried  by  none  but  known  protes- 

or  punidiing,  by  a  voluntary  distribution  of  his  tants. 

effects,  what  in  his  opinion  was  the  good  or  ill  It  is  here  unnecessary  to  state  as  a  part  of 

behaviour  of  his  wife.  this  law,  what  has  been  ibr  some  time  gene* 

Thus  the  laws  stand  with  regard  to  the  pro-  rally  understood  as  a  certain  consequence  of  it. 

perty  already  acquired,  to  its  mode  of  descent,  The  act  had  expressly  provided,  that  a  papist 

and  to  iiunily  powers.    Now  as  to  the  new  could  possess  no  sort  of  estate  which  might 

acquisition  of  real  property,  and  both  to  the  afiect  land,  (except  as  before  excepted.)  On^is 

acquisition  and  security  of  personal,  the  law  a  difficulty  did,  not  unnaturally,  arise.    It  is 

stands  thus :  graieraily  known,  a  judgment  being  obtained 

All  persons  of  that  persuasion  are  disabled  or  acknowledged  for  any  debt  since  the  sta- 
fipom  taking  or  purchasing  directly,  or  by  a  tute  ef  Westm.  2, 13  Ed.  I.  c.  18,  one  half  of 
trast,  any  lands,  any  mortgage  upon  land,  any  the  debtor*s  land  is  to  be  delivered  unto  the 
rents  or  profits  (Kim  land,  any  lease,  interest,  or  creditor  until  the  obligation  ia  satisfied,  under 
term  of  any  land ;  any  annuity  for  life  or  lives,  a  writ  called  Elegity  and  this  wrH  has  been 
or  years,  or  any  estate  whatsoever,  charge-  ever  since  the  ordinary  assurance  of  the  land, 
aUe  upon,  or  which  may  in  any  manner  and  the  great  foundaticm  of  general  credit  in 
efilect,  any  landi.  the  nation.  Although  the  species  of  hoMing 
•  One  exception,  and  one  only,  is  admitted  by  under  this  writ  is  not  specified  in  the  statute, 
Uie  BtntuteSf  to  the  universality  of  this  exclu*  the  received  <^inion,  though  not  juridically  de- 
•ion,  viz.  a  lease  for  a  term  not  exceeding  livered,  has  been,  that  if  they  attempt  to  avail 
tbir^-ene  years.  But  even  this  privilege  is  themselves  of  that  security,  because  it  may 
charged  with  a  pHor  qualification.  This  create  an  estate,  however  precarious,  in  land, 
remnant  of  a  right  is  doubly  curtailed ;  1st.  their  whole  debt  or  charge  is  forfeited,  and 
That  on  sndi  a  ^wrt  lease,  a  rent  not  less  becomes  the  property  of  the  protestantinf<n*mer. 
than  two-thirds  of  the  full  improved  yearly  Thus  you  observe,  first,  that  by  the  express 
value  at  the  time  of  the  making  it,  shall  be  words  ofthe  law,  all  possibility  of  acquiring  any 
reserved  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  species  of  vahjable  property,  in  any  sort  con- 
term;  and  Sdly,  It  does  not  extend  to  the  nected  with  land,  is  taken  away:  and,  second- 
whole  kingdom.  This  lease  must  also  be  in  ly,  by  the  construction,  all  security  fbr  money 
possession,  and  not  in  reversion.  If  any  lease  is  aJso  cut  off.  No  security  is  left,  except 
is  made  esDceeding  in  either  duration  or  vahie,  what  is  merely  personal,  and  which  therefore 
and  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  above  limits,  most  people,  who  lend  money,  would,  I  believe, 
the  whde  interest  is  forfeited,  and  vested  ipm)  consider  as  none  at  aU. 
fado  in  the  first  protestant  discoverer  or  in-  Under  this  head  of  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
form«r.  This  discoverer,  thus  invested  with  perty,  the  law  meets  them  in  every  road  of  in- 
the  property,  is  enabled  to  sue  for  it  as  his  dustry,  and  in  its  direct  and  consequential 
own  right.  The  courts  of  law  are  not  alone  provisions  throws  almost  all  sorts  of  obstacles 
open  to  him,  be  mny  (and  this  is  the  usual  me-  in  their  way,  For  they  are  not  only  excluded 
tbod)  enter  into  either  ofthe  courts  of  equity,  from  all  offices  in  church  and  state,  which, 
and  call  upon  the  parties,  and  those  whom  he  though  a  just  and  necessary  provbion,  is  yet 
suspects  to  be  their  trustees,  upon  oath,  and  no  small  restraint  in  the  acquisition ;  but  they 
under  die  penalties  of  perjury,  to  discover  are  interdicted  from  the  army  and  the  law,  in 
a|;ain8t  themselves  the  exact  nature  and  value  all  its  branches.  This  point  is  carried  to  so 
of  their  estates  in  every  particular,  in  order  to  scrupulous  a  severity,  that  chamber  practice, 
indoce  their  forfeiture  on  the  discovery.  In  and  even  private  conv^rancing,  the  most  vo- 
BDch  suits  the  informer  is  not  liable  to  those  luntary  agency,  are  prohibitevk  to  them,  under 
ddays  which  the  ordinary  procedure  of  those  the  severest  penalties,  and  the  most  rigid 
entrts  throws  into  the  way  of  the  justest  modes  of  inquisition.  They  have  gone  beyond 
dainMUit ;  nor  has  the  papist  the  indulgence  even  this ;  for  every  barrister,  six  clerk,  at- 
^[iikk  1m  allpws  to  the  most  firaudulent  de-  tomey,  or  solicitor,  is  obliged  to  take  a  soienui 
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oath,  not  to  employ  persons  of  that  persuasion ;  as  the  penal  sanctioM  of  this  act,    A  joitioc 

no,  not  as  hackney  clerks,  at  the  miserable  of  peace,  upon  informaticMt  that  my  cfalld  is 

salary  of  seven  shillings  a  week.     No  trades*  sent  away,  may  require  to  be  brou^  heSon 

man  of  that  persuasion   is   capable,  by  any  him  all  persons  charged  or  even  guspeetedof 

service  or  settlement,  to  obtain  hb  freedom  in  sending  or  assisting,  and  ezamme  them  and 

any  town  corporate  ;  so  that  they  trade  and  other  persons  on  oath  concerning  the  ftcL   K 

work  in  their   own  native    towns  as   aliens,  on  this  examination  he  finds  it  pnMk  that 

paying,  as  sudi,  quarterage  and  other  charges  the  party  was  sent  cmtrary  to  this  act,  be  ii 

and  impositions.     They  are  expressly  forbid-  then  to  bind  over  the  parties  and  witnesses,  in 

den,  in  whatever  employment,  to  take  more  any  sum  he  thinks  fit,  but  not  less  than  two 

than  two   apprentices,   except  in   the   linen  hundred  pounds,  to  appear  and  take  ihev  trill 

manufacture  only.  at  the  next  quarter  sessions.    Here  the  jostices 

In  every  state,  next  to  the  care  of  the  life  are  to  re-examine  evidence,  until  they  arrive, 

and  properties  of  the  subject,  the  education  of  as  before,  to  what  shall  appear  to  them  a  pn>> 

their  youth  has  been  a  subject  of  attention.    In  bality.    For  the  rest,  they  resort  to  the  ao- 

the  Irish  laws  this  point  has   not  been  ne-  cused ; — ^if  they  can  prove  that  any  person,  or 

glee  ted.     Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  any  money,  or  any  bill  of  exchange,  has  bees 

ccMistitution  of  our  universities    need  not  be  sent  abroad  by  the  party  accused,  they  throw 

informed  that  none  but  those  who  conform  to  the  proof  upon  him,  to  show  for  what  ianoceot 

the  established  church  can  be  at  all  admitted  to  purposes  it  was  sent ;  and  oo  fiulure  of  such 

study  there,  and  that  n(me  can  obtain  degrees  proo^  he  is  subjected  to  all  the  id>ovo-raemMned 

in  them  who  do  not  previoudy  take  all  the  penalties.    Half  the  forfeiture  is  given  to  the 

tests,  oaths,  and  declarations.  Lest  they  should  crown;  the  other  half  goes  to  the  infomer. 
be  enabled  to  supply  this  defect  by  private  aca-        It  ought  here  to  be  remarked,  that  this  mode 

demies  and  schcK^s  of  their  own,  the  law  has  of  conviction  not  only  ccmcludes  dis  party  has 

armed  itself  with  all  its  terrours  against  such  a  failed    in   his   expui^tory   proof ;  bat  It  is 

practice.    Popish  sdioolmasters  of  every  spe-  sufficient  also  to  subject  to  tibe  penalties  and 

cies  are  proscribed  by  those  acts,  and  it  is  incapacities  of  the  law  the  infant  i^x»  whose 

made  felony  to  teach  even  in  a  private  family:  account  the  person  has  been  so  convicted,    b 

so  that  papists  are  entirely  excluded  from  an  must  be  codbssed,  that  the  law  has  not  I^ 

education  in  any  of  our  authorized  establish-  him  without  some  species  of  remedy  m  diis 

ments  for  learning  at  home.    In  order  to  shut  case,  apparently  of  nnich  hardship,  where  one 

up  every  avenue   to  instniction,  the  act  of  man  is  convicted  upon  evidence  given  agaiuBt 

King  William  in  Ireland  has  added  to  this  another,  if  he  has  the  good  fertnae  to  live ;  for, 

restraint,  by  precluding  them  from  all  foreign  within  a  twelvemonth  afler  his  return,  or  his 

education.    This  act  is  worthy  of  attention  age  of  tw^ity-one,  he  has  a  rigjit  to  call  for  a 

on  account  of  the  singularity  of  some  of  its  new  trial,  in  which  he  also  is  to  undortake  the 

provisions.    Being  sent  for  education  to  any  negative  proof,  and  to  show,  by  sufficient  evi- 

popish  school  or  college  abroad,  upon  con  vie-  dence,  that  he  has  not  been  sent  abroad  againt 

tion,  incurs  (if  the  party  sent  has  any  estate  of  the  intention  of  the  act    If  he  succeeds  ia 

inheritance)  a  kind  of  unalterable  and  perpetual  this  difikult   exculpation,  and  demooslratei 

outlawry.  The  tender  and  incapable  age  of  such  his  innocence  to  the  satisfoction  of  the  court, 

a  person,  his  natural  subjection  to  the  wUl  of  he  forfeits  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  al 

others,  his  necessary  unavoidable  ignorance  of  the  profits  of  his  lands  incurred  and  received 

the  laws,  stands  for  nothing  in  his  &vour.    He  before  such  acquittal ;  but  he  is  fireed  tram 

is  disabled  to  sue  in  law  or  equity ;  to  be  guar-  all  other  forfeitures,  and  from  all  subsequent 

dian,  executor,  or  administrator:  he  is  rendered  incapacities.    There  is  also  another  method 

incapable  of  any  legacy  or  deed  of  gift ;  he  foiw  alk>wed  by  the  law  in  favour  of  persons  under 

feits  all  his  goods  and  chattels  for  ever,  and  he  such   unfortunate   circumstances,  as  in  dw 

forfeits  for  his  life  all  his  lands,  hereditaments,  former  case  for  their  innocence,  in  diis  upon 

offices,  and  estate  of  freehold,  and  all  trusts,  account  oftheir  expiation;  if  within  six  mmthi 

powers,  or  interests  therein.  afler  their  return,  with  the  punctilious  obsemp 

All  persons  concerned  in  sending  them  or  ticm  of  many  cerenxmies,  they  conform  to  dis 

maintaining  them  abroad)  by  the  least  assis-  established  church,  and  take  all  the  oaths  and 

tance  of  money  or  otherwise,  are  involved  in  subscriptions,  the  legislature,  ia  cenaideratiai 

the  same  disabilities,  and  subjected  to  the  same  of  the  incapable  age  ia  which  thej  were  soHl 

penalties.  abroad,  of  the  merit  of  their  early  oonfbrmityf 

The  mode  of  conviction  is  as  extraordinary  and  to  encourage  converskuv,  oi^y  rmftititiffi 
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M  m  the  former  case,  fhe  whole  personal  estate,  the  use  of  such  persooe  to  be  concealed,  with 

and  the  profits  of  the  real ;  in  all  other  re-  the  same  powers,  in  all  respects,  which  attend 

■pects,  restoring  and  rehabilitating  the  party,  the  occasional  search.    The  whole  of  this  re- 

So  iiur  as  to  property  and  education.  There  gulation,  concerning  both  the  general  and  par- 
remain  some  other  heads,  upon  which  the  acts  ticular  search,  seems  to  have  been  made  by  a 
bare  changed  the  course  of  the  common  law ;  legislature  which  was  not  at  all  extravagantly 
and  first,  with  regard  to  the  right  of  self-defence,  jealous  of  personal  liberty.  Not  trusting,  how- 
wfaich  consists  in  the  use  of  arms.  This,  ever,  to  the  activi^  of  the  magistrate  acting 
though  one  of  the  rights  by  the  law  of  nature,  officially,  the  law  has  invited  all  voluntary  in- 
jet  is  so  capable  of  abuses,  that  it  may  not  be  formers,  by  consideraUe  rewards,  and  even 
uiwise  to  make  some  regulations  concerning  pressed  involuntary  informers  ioto  this  service 
them ;  and  many  wise  naticms  have  thought  by  the  dread  of  heavy  penalties.  With  regard 
proper  to  set  several  restrictions  on  this  right,  to  the  latter  method^  two  justices  of  peace,  or 
especiidly  temporary  ones,  with  regard  to  sus-  the  magistrate  of  any  corporation,  are  empow- 
peeted  persons,  and  on  occasion  of  some  im**  ered  to  summon  before  them  any  persons 
minent  danger  to  the  public  firom  fweign  whatsoever,  to  tender  them  an  oath,  by  which 
iBvasioB  or  domestic  commotions.  they  oblige  them  to  discoyer  all  persons  who 

But  provisions,  in  time  q£  trouble  pn^er,  have  any  arms  concealed  contrary  to  law. 
and  perhaps  necessary,  may  become  in  time  Their  refusal,  or  declining  to  a^>ear,  or  Ap- 
of  profound  peace  a  scheme  of  tyranny.  The  pearing,  their  refusal  to  inform,  subjects  them 
method  which  the  statute  law  q€  Ireland  has  to  the  severest  penalties.  If  peers  or  peep- 
taken  upon  this  delicate  article  is,  to  get  rid  esses  are  summoned  (for  they  may  be  sum- 
of  ail  difficulties  at  once,  by  an  universal  pro-  numed  by  the  bailiff  of  a  corporation  cf  six 
hibitioQ  to  all  perscms,  at  all  times,  and  under  cottages)  to  perform  this  honourable  service, 
•B  cireumstaoces,  yiho  are  not  protestants,  of  and  refuse  to  inform,  the  first  offence  is  S00£* 
wing  or  keeping  any  kind  of  weapons  whatso-  penalty ;  the  second  is  premunire,  that  is  to 
ever.  In  order  to  enforce  this  regulaticm,  the  my,  imprisonment  for  life,  and  forfeiture  of  all 
whole  spirit  of  the  common  law  is  changed ;  their  goods.  Perstms  of  an  inferiour  order  are, 
fery  severe  p^ialties  are  enjoined ;  the  largest  for  the  first  oflbnce,  fined  30£.  ;  for  the  second, 
powers  are  vested  in  the  lowest  magistrates,  they  too  are  subjected  to  premumre.  So  far 
Any  two  justices  of  peace,  or  magistrates  of  a  as  to  involuntary ;  now,  as  to  voluntary  infbr- 
town,  with  or  without  information,  at  their  mors,  the  law  entitles  them  to  half  the  penalty 
pleamire,  )jj  themselves  or  their  warrant,  are  incurred  by  carrying  or  keeping  arms ;  for,  on 
empowered  to  enter  and  search  the  house  of  conviction  of  this  offence,  the  penalty  upon 
any  papist,  or  even  of  any  other  person  whom  persons,  of  whatever  substance,  is  the  sum 
tiiey  suspect  to  keep  such  arms  in  trust  for  of'50£.  and  a  year's  imprisonment,  which  can- 
them.  The  <fnly  limitation  to  the  extent  of  not  be  remitted  even  by  the  crown, 
this  power  is,  tluit  the  search  is  to  be  made  The  only  exception  to  this  law,  is  a  license 
between  the  rising  and  setting  alC  the  sun ;  but  from  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  to  carry 
even  this  qualification  extends  no  fiirther  than  arms,  which  by  its  nature  is  extremely  limited^ 
to  the  execution  of  the  act  in  the  open  country ;  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  there  are  six  persons 
6r  in  all  cities  and  their  suburbs,  in  towns  now  in  the  kingdom  who  have  been  fortunate 
corporate  and  market  towns,  they  may,  at  their  enough  to  obtain  it. 

discretion,  and  without  information,  break  open  There  remains,  after  this  system  concerning 
houses,  and  institute  such  search  at  any  hour  property  and  defence,  to  say  acsnething  con* 
ef  the  day  or  night.  This  I  say  they  may  cerning  the  exercise  of  religion,  which  is  car- 
do,  at  their  discretion,  and  it  seems  a  pretty  ried  on  in  all  persuasions,  but  especially  in  ihe 
allele  power  in  the  hands  of  such  magistrates.  Romish,  by  persons  appointed  for  that  purr 
However,  the  matter  does  by  no  means  totally  pose.  The  law  of  King  William  and  ^ueen 
rest  on  their  discreticHi.  Beside  the  discre-  Anne  ordered  all  popish  parsons  exercising 
tiooary  and  occasional  search,  the  statute  has  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  all  orders  of  monks 
prescribed  one  that  is  general  and  periodical*  aiyi  fViars,  and  all  priests  not  then  actually  in 
It  is  to  be  made  annually,  by  the  warrant  o^  parishes  and  to  be  registered,  to  be  banished 
the  justices  at  their  midsummer  quarter  ses-  the  kingdom ;  and  if  they  should  return  from 
■ioofl,  by  the  high  and  petty  constables,  or  any  exile,  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered. 
others  whom  they  may  authorize,  and  by  all  Twenty  pounds  reward  is  given  for  appr»» 
eorporate  magistrates,  in  all  houses  of  papists,  bending  them.  Penalty  on  harbouring  ani 
Md  ttmef  other,  where  they  suspect  arms  fof  concealing. 


408  TRACTS  ON  THE  POPERY  LAWS. 

As  an  the  priests  then  in  being  and  regi9-  very  moderate  to  nj  tint  they  are  at  lent 

tered  are  long  since  dead,  and  as  these  laws  suspicious. 

are  made  perpetual,  every  popish  priest  is         This  consideration  of  the  magnhode  of  the 

liable  to  the  law.    The  reader  has  now  before  object  ought  to  attend  us  through  the  whole  io- 

him  a  tolerably  complete  riew  of  the  popery  quiry ;  if  it  does  not  always  affect  the  reason, 

laws  relative  to  property  by  descent  or  ao-  it  is  always  decisive  on  the  importance  of  the 

quisition,  to  education,  to  defence,  and  to  the  question.    It  not  only  makes  in  itself  a  more 

free  exercise  of  religion,  which  may  be  neces-  leading  point,  but  complicates  itself  with  vmj 

sary  to  enable  him  to  form  somejudgmentof  the  other  paJt  of  the  matter,  giving  every  erroor, 

spirit  of  the  whole  system,  and  of  the  subse-  minute  in  itself,  a  character  and  signifietoee 

qiieDt  reflectioos  that  are  to  be  made  upon  it.  firom  its  applicaticm :  it  is  therefore  not  to  be 

wondered  at,  if  we  perpetually  recur  to  it  in 

■  ■■    I  ■  the  coarse  of  this  essay. 

In  the  making  of  a  new  law,  it  is  m- 

CHAPTER  m.  doubtedly  the  duty  of  the  legislator  to  see  that 

no  injustice  be  done,  even  to  an  individual ;  fiir 

PABT  I.  there  is  then  nothing  to  be  unsettled,  and  die 

matter  is  under  his  hands  to  mouM  it  as  he 

Tbe  system  which  we  have  just  reviewed,  pleases  ;  and  if  he  6nds  it  untracuUe  in  the 

and  the  manner  in  which  religious  influence  working,  he  may  abandon  ii  without  incurring 

on  the  public  is  made  to  operate   upon    the  any  new  inconvenience.    But  in  the  questioo 

laws  concerning  property  in  Ireland,  is  in  its  concerning  the  repeal  of  an  old  one,  the  work 

nature  very  singular,  and  differs,  I  appr^end,  is  d  more  difficulty ;  because  laws,  like  houses, 

essentially,  and  perhaps  to  its  advantage,  from  lean  on  one  another,  and  the  operation  is  deli- 

any  scheme  of  religious  persecuticxi  now  exis-  cate,  and  should  be  necessary  ;  tbe  objeetioD, 

ting  in  any  other  country  in  Europe,  or  wMch  in  such  a  ease,  ought  not  to  arise  from  the  nf 

has  prevaUed  in  any  time  or  nation  with  which  tural  infirmity  of  human  institutions,  but  froA 

history  has  made  us  acquainted.    I  believe  it  substantial  faults,  which  contradict  the  nature 

will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  it  is  unjust,  and  end  of  law  itself;  faults  not  arinng  from 

impolitic,  and  inefficacious ;  that  it  has  the  the  imperfection,  but  from  the  misapplication 

most  unhappy  influence  on  the  prosperity,  the  and  abuse  of  our  reason.    As  no  legidatorB  csd 

morab,  and  the  safety  of  that  country  ;  that  regard  the  mtmifia  of  equity,  a  lawmayinsooM 

this  influence  is  not  accidental,  but  has  flowed  instances,  be  a  just  subject  of  censure,  witfaoot 

as  the  necessary  and  direct  consequence  of  the  being  at  aH  an  oY^ect  of  repeal.     But  if  its 

laws  themselves,  first  on  account  of  the  object  transgressions  against  ceroraon  right  and  the 

vHiich  they  affect,  and  next  by  the  quality  of  ends  of  just  ^vemment  should  be  considermbis 

the  greatest  part  of  the  instruments  they  em-  in  their  nature  and  spreading  ilk  their  afieds, 

ploy.    Upon  all  these  points,  first  upon  the  as  this  objection  goes  to  the  root  and  priBci|ile 

general,  and  then  on  the  particular,  this  ques-  of  the  law,  it  renders  it  void  in  its  obKgatay 

tioo  win  be  considered,  with  as  much  order  as  quality  on  the  mind,  and  therefore  determines 

can  be  foHowed  in  a  matter  of  itself  as  involved  it  as  the  proper  object  of  abrogation  and  repei), 

and  intricate  as  it  is  important.  so  far  as  regards  its  civil   existence.    Tbs 

The  first  and  most  capital  consideraticm,  objection  here  is,  as  we  observed,  by  no  means 

with  regard  to  this,  as  to  every  object,  is  the  on  account  of  the  imperfection  of  the  law ;  it  if 

extMit  of  it;  and  here  it  is  necessary  to  pre-  on  account  of  its  erroneous  principle;  for  if 

mise,  this  system  of  penalty  and  incapacity  has  this  be  fundamentally  wrong,  the  more  perfrel 

lor  its  oligect  no  smaU  sect  or  obscure  party,  the  law  is  made,  the  worse  it  beoomes.    Il 

but  a  very  numerous  body  of  men— «  body  cannot  be  said  to  have  the  properties  of  |[»> 

which  comprdiends  at  least  two-thirds  of  that  nuine  law,  even  in  its  imperfec^ieos  and  deftds. 

whole  nation ;  it  amounts  to  2,800,000  souk.  The  true  weakness  and  opprobriooi  of  oar 

a  number  sufficient  for  the  materials  constituent  best  general  constitutions  is,  that  they  caanal 

of  a  great  people.    Now  it  is  weU  worthy  <rf'a  provide  beneficially  for  every  particular  cms, 

Mfious  and  dispassionate  examination,  whe-  and  thus  fill,  adequately  to  their  intentio«i,dis 

tfmr  such  a  system,  respecting  such  an  olgect,  circle  of  universal  justice.    But  where  ^ 

be  in  reality  agreeable  to  any  sound  principles  principle  is  faulty,  Jie  erroneous  part  of  fha 

of  legislation,  or  any  authorized  definition  of  law  is  beneficial,  and  justice  ooly  finds  reAi|a 

law ;  for  if  our  reasons  or  practices  differ  from  in  those  holes  and  comers  which  had 

the  general  infiNrmed  sense  of  mankiDd,  it  is  the  sagacity  and  inquiiitiiOD  of  the 
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Hie  lii4>puieii  or  misery  of  multitudes  can  themselves  the  chief  sufferers  by  it ;  becaosa 
nevw  be  a  thing  indifferent.  A  law  agaicst  it  would  be  made  against  the  principle  of  a 
the  majority  of  the  people,  is  in  substance  a  superiour  law,  wiiich  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
Jaw  against  the  people  itself;  its  extent  deter-  any  community,  or  of  the  whole  race  of  man, 
mines  its  invalidity ;  it  even  changes  its  char  to  alter — I  mean  the  will  of  him  who  gave  us 
racter  as  it  enlarges  its  operation:  it  is  not  our  nature,  and  in  giving  impressed  an  in- 
particular  injustice,  but  general  oppression ;  variable  law  upon  it.  It  would  be  hard  to  point 
and  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  private  out  any  crrour  more  truly  subversive  of  all  the 
hardship,  which  might  be  borne,  but  spreads  order  and  beauty,  of  all  the  peace  and  happi- 
.and  grows  up  into  the  unfortunate  importance  ness  of  human  society,  than  the  position,  that 
of  a  national  calamity.  any  body  of  men  have  a  right  to  make  what 
New,  as  a  law  directed  against  the  mass  laws  they  please ;  or  that  laws  can  derive  any 
lef  the  nation  has  not  the  nature  of  a  reasonable  authority  from  their  institution,  merely  and 
institution,  so  neither  has  it  the  authority :  for  independent  of  the  quality  of  the  subject  matter, 
in  all  forms  of  government  the  pe<^e  is  the  No  arguments  of  policy,  reason  of  state,  <»: 
4nie  legislator ;  and  whether  the  immediate  preservation  of  the  constitution,  can  be  plead- 
■and  instrumental  cause  of  the  law  be  a  single  ed  in  favour  of  such  a  practice.  They  may 
|»ersoa  or  many,  the  remote  and  efficient  cause  indeed  impeach  the  frame  of  that  constitution ; 
js  the  consent  of  the  people,  either  actual  or  but  can  never  touch  this  immoveable  principle. 
implied;  and  such  consent  is  absolutely  essen-  This  seems  to  be  indeed  the  doctrine  which 
tial  to  its  validity.  To  the  solid  eistablishment  Hobbes  broached  in  the  last  century,  and  which 
of  every  law  two  things  are  essentially  re-  was  then  so  frequently  and  so  ably  refuted, 
quisite :  first,  a  proper  and  sufficient  human  Cicero  exclaims  with  the  utmost  indignation 
power  to  declare  and  modify  the  matter  of  the  and  contempt  against  such  a  notion  ;*  he  con- 
law  ;  and  next,  such  a  fit  and  equitable  consti-  aiders  it  not  only  as  unworthy  of  a  philosopher, 
lutian  as  they  have  a  ri^t  to  declare  and  render  but  of  an  illiterate  peasant ;  that  of  all  things, 
binding.  With  regard  to  the  first  requisite,  this  was  the  most  truly  absurd,  to  fancy  that 
tile  human  authority,  it  is  their  judgment  they  the  rul<«  of  justice  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
give  up,  not  their  right.  The  people,  indeed,  constitutions  of  commonwealths,  or  that  laws 
are  presumed  to  consent  to  whatever  the  derived  their  authority  from  the  statutes  of 
legislature  ordains  for  their  benefit ;  and  they  the  people,  the  edicts  of  princes,  or  the  decrees 
are  to  acquiesce  in  it,  though  they  do  not  dearly  of  judges.  If  it  be  admitted  that  it  is  not  the 
«ee  into  the  propriety  of  the  means  by  whieh  black  letter  and  the  king's  arms  that  makes  the 
they  are  conducted  to  that  desirable  end.  law,  we  are  to  look  for  it  elsewhere. 
This  they  owe  as  an  act  of  homage  and  just  In  reality  there  are  two,  and  only  two,  fbun- 
4lelereDce  to  a  reason  which  the  necessity  of  dations  of  law ;  and  they  are  both  of  them  con- 
government  has  made  superiour  to  their  own.  ditions  without  which  nothing  can  give  it  any 
But  though  the  means,  aiMi  indeed  the  nature  force ;  I  mean  equity  and  utility.  With  re- 
ef a  pdblic  advantage,  may  not  always  be  spectto  the  fwmer,  it  grows  out  of  the  great 
evident  to  the  understanding  of  the  stdbyect,  no  rule  of  equality,  ndiich  is  grounded  upon  our 
one  is  so  gross  and  stupid  as  not  to  distinguish  common  nature,  and  which  Philo,  with  pro- 
beCween  a  benefit  and  an  injury.  No  one  can  priety  and  beauty,  caUs  the  mother  of  justice. 
OHigiae  then,  an  exclusion  cf  a  great  body  of  AU  human  laws  are,  properly  speaking,  only 
men,  not  from  favours,  privileges  and  trusts,  declaratory ;  they  may  alter  Uie  mode  ajod  ap- 
irat  from  the  common  advantages  of  society,  plication,  but  have  no  power  over  the  substance 
can  ever  be  a  thing  intended  for  their  good,  or  of  original  justice.  The  other  foundation  of. 
can  ever  be  ratified  l^  any  implied  consent  of  law,  which  is  utility,  must  be  understood,  not 
theirs.  If,  therefore,  at  least  an  implied  human  of  partial  or  limited,  but  of  general  and  public 
eooseot  is  necessary  to  the  exbtence  of  a  law,  utility,  connected  in  the  same  manner  with,  apd 
such  a  constitution  cannot  in  [nropriety  be  a 
law  at  all.  *  Cicero  de  Legibus,  lib.  prim.  Id  et  16.    O 

But  if  we  couM  suppose  that  such  a  ratifi-  ^J^  <*'?»*";'  '"  Sitrnr".Ti*v«'l^ii„H'!!'»n'f 

,         r    vL-    11     L          ^11  etiam  agresles  erubescant !  Jam  vero  illua  stul- 

catiM  was  made,  not  virtually,  but  actually ;  nasimum  existirparc  pnnnl^  justa  ease,  quaB  scita 

Itjr  Ifae  people,  not  representatively,  but  even  sunt  in  populoriim  Institutis  aut  legibus,  fcc 

coUeetively :  still  it  would  be  null  and  void.  Quod  si  populorum  ju8si8,8i  prinerpum  decretfs, 

-TImiv  hm  no  riirht  to  make  a  law  ni«iudiciiil  '^  sejilsniiia  jndicum  jura  constituerentur,  jus 

^  ^  I^  ^         ?^             prejudicial  ^^^^  lairociiiari,  jus  adulterare,  JM«  tesiamenta 

i»  tiw  wliole  community,  even  though    the  fgigg  gupponere,  si  h^c  suffragiip  aut  scitis  mn}^ 

^sliBfMMto,  ia  making  such  an  act,  sliouki  be  titudinis  probarentur. 
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deriTed  directly  from,  our  rationai  nature ;  for  evident.     For   Suarez,   handling  diia  yaj 

any  other  utility  may  be  the  utility  of  a  robber,  question,  utrum  de  ratione  et  mdMitanti&  Left 

but  cannot  be  that  of  a  citizen ;  the  interest  of  esse  ut  propter  commune  htmumferatMr,  does  not 

the  domestic  enemy,  and  not  that  of  a  member  hesitate  a  moment,  finding  no  groimd,  in  retsoB 

of  the  commonwealth.    This  present  equality  or  authority,  to  render  the  affirmative  in  tbt 

can  never  be  the  foundation  of  statutes  which  least   degree   disputable  ;   Jn  quas&me  erg» 

create  an  artificial  difference  between  men,  as  propoata  (says  he)  nulla  est  inter  oxdhorestm^ 

the  laws  before  us  do,  in  order  to  induce  aeon-  troverna  ;  sed  omnium  commune  est  axiomaii 

sequential  inequality  in  the  distribution  of  jus-  substantiAel  ratione  legis  esseut  proeommm 

tice.    Law  is  a  mode  of  human  action  re-  bono  ikanttwr;  ita  vt  propter  iUudpra^puetrsF 

specting  society,  and  must  be  governed  by  the  daiur ;  having  observed,  in  another  place, cmta 

same  rules  of  equity  which  govern  every  pri-  omnem  reetitwUnem  est   bonum  eomnum  od 

▼ate  action  ;  and  so  Tully  considers  it  in  his  privatum  ardinare,  aeu  totum  ttd  partem  prtgiftr 

Offices,  as  the  only  utility  agreeable  to  that  ipsum  rtferre.    Partiality  and  law  are  cooM- 

nature ;  unum  debet  esse  omnibus  proposUumj  dictoiy  terms.    Neither  the  merits  nor  the  ill 

ut  eadem  sit  lUilitas  unius  cujusq ;  et  univer-  deserts,  neidier  the  wealth  and  importtaee, 

sarumy  quam  siad  se  quisq ;  rapiat,  dissolvetur  nor  the  indigence  and  obscurity  of  the  one  put, 

omnis  humana  consortio.  or  of  the  other,  can  make  any  alteration  in  da 

If  any  proposition  can  be  clear  in  itself,  it  is  fundamental  truth.    On  any  other  scheme,! 
ffiis  ;  that  a  law  which  shuts  out  from  all  secure  defy  any  man  living  to  settle  a  correct  standifd, 
and  valuable  property  the  bulk  of  the  people,  which   may  diflcriminate  between  equitaUe 
cannot  be  made  kr  the  utility  of  the  |mrty  so  rule  and  the  most  direct  tyranny.    For  if  «e 
excluded.     This   therefore  is  not  the  utility  can  once  prevail  upon  ourselves  to  depart  fron 
which  Tully  mentions.    But  if  it  were  true,  the  strictness  and  integrity  of  this  principle,  ki 
(as  it  is  not,)  that  the  real  interest  of  any  fiivour  even  of  a  coomderable  party,  die  argo- 
part  of  the  community  could  be  separated  from  ment  will  hold  for  one  that  is  less  so ;  and  thus 
the  happiness  of  the  rest ;  still  it  would  affi>rd  we  shall  go  on,  narrowing  the  bottom  of  public 
no  just  foundation  for  a  statute  providing  ex-  right,  until  step  by  step  we  arrive,  though  after 
clusively  for  that  interest  at  the  expense  of  no  very  long  or  very  forced  deduction,  at  what 
the  other  ;  because  it  would  be  repugnant  to  one  of  our  poets  calls  the  enormous  faith;  the 
the  essence  of  law,  which  requires  that  it  be  faith  of  the  many,  created  f(Mr  the  advantage  of 
made  as  much   as   possible  for  the  benefit  a  single  person.    I  cannot  see  a  glimnwring 
of  the  whole.   If  this  principle  be  denied  or  of  distincti<H)   to  evade  it ;  nor  is  it  posaUe 
evaded,  what  ground  have  we  left  to  reason  to  allege  any  reason  for  the  proscription  of  lo 
on  ?  We  must  at  once  make  a  total  change  in  all  large  a  part  of  the  kingdom,  which  would  not 
our  ideas,  and  look  for  a  new  definition  of  law.  hold   equally   to  suppcnrt,  imder  paralM  ci^ 
Where  to  find  it,  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss,  cunuttances,  the  proscription  of  the  whole. 
If  we  resort  to  the  fountains  of  jurisprudence,         I  am  sensible  that  these  principles,  in  their 
they  will  not  supply  us  with  any  that  is  for  our  abstract  light,  will  not    be  very  strenttonily 
purpose.    Jus  (says  Paulus)  pluribus  modis  opposed.    Reason  is  never  incoDveoieBft  bat 
dicUur ;  tmo    modo,  cum    id^  quod    semper  when  it  comes  to  be  applied.    Mere  genical 
teqwum  et  bonum  estt  Jus  didiur,  ut  est  Jus  truths  interfere  very  little  with  the  paasiosi. 
naiurale ;  this  sense  of  the  word  will  not  be  They  can,  until  they  are  roused  by  a  trouble- 
thought,  I  imagine,  very  applicable  to   our  some  applicaticm,  rest  ia  great  tranquillity, 
penal  laws.     AUero  modOf  quod  omnibus  out  side  by  side,  with  tempers  and  proceedings  the 
pluribus  in  un&qu&que ;  civitaU  utile  est  ut  est  most  directly  opposite  to  them.    Men  wastts 
Jus  avile.     Perhaps  this  latter  will  be  as  in-  be  reminded,  who  do  not  want  to  be  tau^: 
sufficient,  and  would  rather  seem  a  censure  because  those  original  ideas  of  rectitude  ts 
and  condemnation  of  the  popery  acts,  than  a  which  the  mind  is  compelled  to  assent  vdiaa 
definition  that  includes  them ;  and  there  is  no  they  are  proposed,  are  not  always  as  present 
other  to  be  found  in  the  whole  digest ;  neither  to  it  as  they  ought  to  be.    When  people  m 
are  there  any  modem  writers  whose  ideas  of  gone,  if  not  into  a  denial,  at  least  into  a  aorT 
law  are  at  all  narrower.  of  oblivion  of  those  ideas ;  when  they  knsv 

It  would  be  far  more   easy  to  heap  up  them  only  as  barren  speculatioiM,  and  not  li 

authorities  on  this  article,  than  to  excuse  the  practical  motives  for  conduct,  it  will  be  proyg 

prolixity  and  tediousness  q£  producing  any  at  to  press,  as  well  as  to  offer  them  toths  ODdkBr- 

all  in  proof  of  a  point  which,  though  too  onen  standing ;  and  when  one  is  attacked  by  pniii^ 

practically  denied,  is  in  its  theoiy  ahnost  seU^  dices  which  aim  to  iDtnadsUieiMclfwtetki 
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|laoe  of  law,  what  is  left  for  us  but  to  vouch  hare  as  little  need  as  disposition  to  render  any 

and  call  to  warranty  tho««c  principles  d'origi-  sort  of  account  to  the  world  of  his  procedure 

Bal  justice  from  whence  alone  our  title  to  erery  towards  his  subjecis.    But  the  persecution  of 

tfiing  valuable  in  society  is  derived  ?  Can  it  so  vast  a  body  of  men  as  the  Hugonots,  was  too 

be  thought  to  arise  from  a  superfluous  vain  strong  a  measure  even  for  the  law  of  pride  and 

parade  of  displaying  general  and  uncontro-  power.     It  was  too  glaring  a  contradiction 

TBfted  maxims,  that  we  should  revert  at  this  even  to  those  principles  upon  which  persecution 

time  to  the  first  principles  of  law,  when  we  itself  is  suptK>rted.    Shocked   at  the  naked 

have  directly  under  oar  consideration  a  whole  attempt,  he  had  recourse,  for  a  palliation  of 

body  of  statutes  which,  1  say,  are  so  many  con-  his  conduct,  to  an  unkingly  denial  of  the  fact 

traductions,  which  their  advocates  allow  to  be  which  made  against  him.    In  the  preamble, 

■0  many  exceptions  from  those  very   prin-  therefore,  to  his  act  of  revocation,  he  sets 

dpies  ?  Take  them  in  the  most  favourable  forth,  that  the  edict  of  Nantz  was  no  longer 

tight,  every  exception  firom  the  original  and  necessary,  as  the  object  of  it  (the  protestants 

foed  rule  of  equality  and  justice  ought  surely  of  his  kingdom)  were  then  reduced  to  a  very 

to  be  very  well  authorized  in  the  reason  of  their  small  number.    The  refugees  in  Holland  cried 

deviation,  and  very  rare  in  their  use :  for  if  out  against  this  misrepresentation.    They  as- 

they  should  grow  to  be  frequent,  in  what  would  sorted,  I  believe  with  truth,  that  this  revoca- 

diey  difler  from  an  abrogation  of  the  rule  itself  ?  tion  had  driven  two  hundred  thousand  of  them 

By  becoming  thus  frequent,  they  might  even  go  out  of  their  country ;  and  tliat  they  could  rear 

finlber ;   and  establishing  themselves  into  a  dily  demonstrate,  their  still  remained  six  hun- 

principle,  convert  the  rule  into  the  exception,  dred  thousand  protestants  in  France.    If  this 

h,  cannot  be  dissemUed  that  this  is  not  at  all  were  the  fact   (as   it  was  undoubtedly)  no 

remote  from  the  case  before  us,  where  the  argument  of  policy  could  have  been  strong 

great  body  of  the  people  are  excluded  from  all  enough  to  excuse  a  measure  by  which  eight 

valuable  property ;  where  the   greatest   and  hundred  thousand  men  were  despoiled,  at  one 

most  ordinary  benefits  of  society  are  conferred  stroke,  of  so  many  of  their  rights  and  privi- 

u  privileges,  and  not  enjoyed  on  the  footing  of  leges.    Louis  XIY.  confessed  by  this  sort  of 

common  rights.  apology,  that,  if  the  number  had  been  large, 

The  dandestine  manner  in  which  those  in  the  revocation  had  been  unjust.    But,  af\er  all, 

power  carry  on  such  designs,  is  a  sufficient  is  it  not  most  evident  that  this  act  of  unjustice, 

a^gCRBent  of  the  sense  diey  inwardly  entertain  which  let  loose  on  that  monarch  such  a  torrent 

of  the  true  nature  of  their  proceedings.    Sel-  of  invective  and  reproach,  and  which  threw  so 

dom  is  the  title  or  preamble  of  the  law  of  the  dark  a  cloud  over  all  the  splendour  of  a  most 

■ame  import  widi  the  body  and  enacting  part ;  illustrious  reign,  falls  far  short  of  the  case  in 

but  they  generally  place  some  other  colour  up-  Ireland  ?  The  privileges  which  the  protestants 

permoet,  which  differs   from   that  which  is  of  that  kingdom  enjoyed  antecedent  to  this  re- 

afterwards  to  appear,  or  at  least  one  that  is  vocation,  were  far  greater  than  the  Roman 

■everal  lAiados  fainter.    Thus  the  penal  laws  catholics  of  Ireland  ever  aspired  to  under  a 

in  question  are  not  called  laws  to  oblige  men  contrary  establishment.    The  number  of  their 

baptized  and  educated  in  popery  to  renounce  sufferers,  if  considered  absolutely,  is  not  half 

fteir  religion  or  their  property ;  but  are  called  of  ours ;  if  considered  relatively  to  the  body  of 

kws  to  prevent  the  growth  of  popery ;  as  if  each  community,  it  is  not  perhaps  a  twentieth 

^Uwir  purpose  was  only  to  prevent  conversions  part.    And  then  the  penalties  and  incapacities 

to  that  sect,  and  not  to  persecute  a  million  of  which  grew  from  that  revocation,  are  not  so 

people  already  engaged  in  it.    But  of  all  the  grievous  in  &eir  nature,  nor  so  certain  in  their 

mstaiices  of  this  sort  of  legislative  artifice,  and  execution,  nor  so  ruinous  by  a  great  deal  to  the 

of  tiie  principles  that  produced  it,  I  never  met  civil  prosperity  of  the  state,  as  those  which  we 

iHtfi  any  which  made  a  stronger  impression  on  have  established  for  a  perpetual  law  in  our  un- 

Bie,  than  that  of  Louis  XIV.  in  the  revoca-  happy  country.    It  cannot  be  thought  to  arise 

4|on  of  the  edict  of  Nantz.    That  monarch  from  affectation  that  I  call  it  so.    What  other 

bad,  when  he  made  that  revocation,  as  few  name  can  be  given  to  a  country  which  con- 

■Masures  to  keep  with  public  opinion  as  any  tains  so  many  hundred  thousands  of  human 

nan.    In  the  exercise  of  the  most  unresisted  creatures  reduced  to  a  state  of  the  most  abject 

nAorityathome,  in  a  career  of  uninterrupted  servitude  ?  In  putting  this  parallel,  I  take  it 

'victory  abroad,  and  in  a  course  cf   flattery  for  granted  that  we  can  stand  for  this  short  time 

aqoal  to  the  circumstances  of  his  greatness  in  very  clear  of  our  party  distinctions.    If  it  were 

bolh  these  particdars^  he  might  be  supposed  to  enoogh,  by  die  use  of  an  odious  and  unpopoUur 
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word,  to  determine  the  question,  it  would  be  no  stood  by,  without  any  eenee  of  fbeMfMpi^ 

longer  a  subject  of  rational  disquisition;  since  of  this  extraordinary  scene,  accowgi  ■ 

that   very  prejudice  which  gives  these  odious  practising  injustice. — Far  my  ^ui,jkn*M    i«i 

names,  and  which  is  the  party  charged  ibr  circumstance  in  all  the  contndktiooB  dm 

doing  so,  and  for  the  consequences  of  it,  would  most  mysterious  nature,  tliat  appean  to  h 

then  become  the  judge  also.    But  I  flatter  more  humiliating  than  the  obc  we  an» 

myself  that  not  a  few  will  be  found,  who  do  posed  to  make  (S*  those  sad  enBqiles,«na    im 

not  think  that    the  names  of  protestant  and  seem  purposely  marked  for  our  ooneetMiili 

papist  can  make  any  change  in  the  nature  of  improvement.    Every  instance  of  wry  *    ' 

essential  justice.    Such  men  will  not  allow  bigotry  in  other  men,  one  dwiki  thJak,^**    k 

that  to  be  prc^r  treatment  to  the  one  of  these  naturally  fill  us  with  an  horror  of  tl>»^"y^ 

denominations,  which  would  be  cruelty  to  the  tion :  thie  effect,  however,  is  directij  coM^* 

other ;  and  which  converts  its  very  crime  into  We  are  inspired,  it  is  true,  with  »  wj* 

the  instrument  of  its  defence  :  they  will  hardly  ficient  hatred  for  the  party,  but  with  ooM^ 

persuade  themselves,  that  what  was  bad  poh^  tation  at  all  of  the  proceeding.   ^*J>  *** 

in  France,  can  be  good  in  Ireland ;  or  that  apt  to  urge  our  dislike  of  such  rneuveM*^ 

jthai  was  intolerable  injustice  in  an  arbitrary  reason  for  imitating  them ;  and  by  ^~^ 

monarch,  becomes,  only  by  being  more  extend-  incredible    absurdly,  because  «0M»r*y 

ed  and  more  violent,  an  equitahle  procedure,  have  destroyed  their  country  by  their  po*^ 

in  a  country  professing  to  be  governed  by  law.  ing  spirit,  to  argue  that  we  ou^  to  rewv* 

It  is  however  impossible  not  to  observe  with  on  them  by  destroying  our  own.   Saditf** 

some  concern,  that  there  are  many  also  of  a  .effects,  and  sudi  1  fev  has  been  the  i»^*^ 

different  disposition:   a  number  of  persons  of  those  numberiess  books,  which  ii**f 

whose  minds  are  so  formed,  that  they  find  the  printed  and  industriously  ^Mread,  ^^.ff^ 

communion  of  religion  to  be  a  close  and  an  en-  cutions  in  other  countries  and  other  ■jC'^ 

dearing  tie,  and  their  country  to  be  no  bond  at  persuasions.    These  observatioDS,  which  in 

all;  to  whom  common  altars  are  a  better  relap  digression,  but  hardly,  1  thiidc,  **°     ??  a  * 

tion  than  common  habitations  and  a  common  sidered  as  a  departure  firom  the  aMbj**^*^  P? 

civil  interest;  whose  hearts  are  touched  with  detained  us  some  time ;  we  will  nowooot'''  |li 
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the  distresses  of  foreigners,  and   are  abunp  directly  to  our  purpose.  , 

dantly  awake  to  all  the  tenderness  of  human         It  has  been  shown,  I  hope  with  suffioe* 

feeling  on  such  an  occasion,  even  at  the  mo-  dence,  that  a  constitution  against  the  J^^  ^ 

ment  that  they  are  inflicting  the  very  same  of  the  many  is  rather  of  the  nature  of  *;CPT 

distresses,  or  worse,  on  their  feUow-citizens,  ance  than  nfa  law:  that  of  all  grievance**    u 

arithout  the  least  sting  of  compassion  or  re-  most  weighty  and  inqportant;  that  it  ^^^ 

morse.    To  commiserate  the  distresses  cf  all  without  due  authority,  against  all  the  •^T^  i 

men   suffering  innocently,  perhaps  meritori*  lodged  principles  of  jurisprudence,  *^'^|K 

ously,  is  generous,  and  veiy  agreeable  to  the  opinions  of  all  the  great  li^ts  in  that  •*|7*^ 

better  part  of  our  nature— a  disposition  that  and  that  such  is  the  tacit  sense  even      iM 

ought  by  all  means  to  be  cherished.    But  to  who  act  in  the  most  contrary  manner«J^ 

transfer  humanity  from  its  natural  basis,  our  points  are  indeed  so  evident,  that  I  ^f^^^ 

legitimate  and  home-bred  connections ;  to  lose  the  abettors  of  the  penal  system  ^'^^^^^jt 

all  feeling  for  those  who  have  grown  up  by  our  their  defence  on  an  admission,  and   ^L  i 

sides,  in  our  eyes,  of  the  benefit  (^  whose  cares  denial  of  them.    They  will  lay  it  ^^^^  \ 

and  labours  we  have  partaken  fi'om  our  birth ;  principle,  that  the  protestant    relig^^^ 

and  meretriciously  to  hunt  abroad  after  foreign  thing  beneficial  for  the  whole  comn 

affections;  is  such  a  disarrangement  of  the  well  in  its  civil  interests,  as  in  those 

whole  system  of  our  duties,  that  I  do  not  know  perior  order.  From  thence  they  wriU  ar"-— ^^, 

whether  benevolence  so  displaced  is  not  almost  the  end  being  essentially  beneficial,  tL^      . 

the  same  thjng  as  destroyed,  of  what  effect  become  instrumentally  so;  that  **        ^^ 

bigotry  could  have  produced  that  is  more  fiital  ties  and  incapacities  are  not  final 

to  society.    This  no  cme  could  help  observing,  law,  but  only  a  discipline  to  bring 

who  has  seen  our  doors  kindly  and  bountifijlly  luded  people  to  their  real  interest ;  and 

thrown  open  to  foreign  sufferers  fur  C(Miscience,  though  they  may  be  harsh  in  their  oi 

whilst  through  the  same  ports  were  issuing  they  will  be  pleasant  in  their  fSodsm  *  ^ 

fugitives  of  our  own,  driven  from  their  countiy  they  what  they  will,  they  cannot  be  ^'**? 

for  a  cause  which  to  an  indifferent  person  ed  as  a  very  extraordinary  hardsh^^  ff  * 

woukl  seem  to  be  exactly  similar,  whilst  we  in  the  power  of  the  mfferer  to  b90  f"^ 


TRACTS  ON  THE  POPERT  LAWS.  41$ 

ipkuM;  and  that,  only  by  conyerting  no  eontnnreny  at  all,  and  this  not  in  mioute 

« rdigion,  which  it  is  hit  duty  to  em-  and  subordinate,  but  large  and  principal  objects, 

vea  though  it  were  attended  with  all  is  a  procedure  as  preposterous  and  absuixi  in 

NMlues  from  whence  in  reality  it  de-  argument,  as  it  is  oppressive  and  cruel  in  its 

n:  if  he  suffers,  it  is  his  own  fault;  efibct :  for  the  protestant  religion,  nor  (I  speak 

9»^  injuria,  it  with  reverence,  I  am  sure)  the  truth  of  our 

be  very  short,  without  being,  I  think,  common  Christianity,  is  not  so  clear  as  this 

•atisfactory,  in  my  answer  to  these  proposition ;  that  all  men,  at  least  the  majority 

•cause  they  never  can  be  urged  from  of  men  in  the  society,  ought  to  enjoy  the  com- 

ioQ  of  their  validity ;  and  are  indeed  mon  advantages  of  iU    You  (all,  therefore, 

Mual  and  impotent  struggles  of  those,  into  adouble  errour ;  first,  you  incur  acertain 

mwillingtoabandon  a  practice  which  mischief  ibr  an  advantage  which  is  coa> 

iaable  to  defend.    First  then  I  ob-  paritively  problematical,  even  though  you  were 

U  if  the  principle  of  their  final  and  sure  of  obtaining  it;  secondly,  whatever  the 

intention   be  admitted  as  a  just  proposed  advantage  may  be,  were  it  of  a 

r  wch  proceedings,  there  never  was,  certain  nature,  the  attainment  «of  it  is  by  no 

meabie  sense  of  the  word,  nor  ever  means  certain ;  and  such  deep  gaming,  fi>r 

^  a  thing,  as  a  religious  persecution  stakes  so  valuable,  ought  not  to  be  admitted : 

rid.    Such  an  intention  is  pretended  the  risk  is  of  too  much  consequence  to  society. 

n ;  who  all  not  only  insist  that  their  If  no  other  country  furnished  examples  of  this 

«as  the  sanction  of  heaven,  but  is  risk,  yet  our  laws  and  our  country  are  enough 

and  for  that  reason,  the  best  and  most  fully  to  demonstrate  the  &ct;    Ireland,  after 

It  of  human  society.    AH  religious  almost  a  cantury  of  persecution,  is  at  this  hour 

m,   Mr.   Bayle    well  observes,    is  full  of  penahies  and  full  of  papists.    This  is  a 

upon  a  miserable  petitio  pHndpU,  point  which  woukl  lead  us  a  great  way;  but  it 

wrong,  I  am  right;  you  must  come  is  only  just  touched  here,  having  much  to  say 

e,  or  you  must  suffer.    Let  me  add,  upon  it  in  its  proper  pjar-e.    So  that  you  have 

;neat  inlet,  by  which  a  colour  for  op-  incurred  a  certain  and  an  immediate  inoonve- 

las  entered  into  the  world,  is  by  one  nience,  ibr  a  remote  and  for  a  doubly  uncertain 

•tending  to  determine  concerning  the  benefit.    Thus  far  as  to  the  argument  which 

( of  another,  and  by  claiming  a  right  woukl  sanctify  the  injustice  of  these  laws,  by 

It  means  he  thinks  proper  in  order  to  the  benefits  which  are  proposed  to  arise  firom 

I  to  a  sense  of  it.    It  is  the  ordinary  them,  and  as  to  that  liberty  which,  by  a  new 

■ophism  of  oppression.    But  there  is  political  diemistry,  was  to  be  extracted  out  of 

mch  a  convenient  ductility  in  the  a  system  of  opfHVSsicMi. 
iderstanding,  as  to  make  us  capable         Now,  as  to  the  other  point,  that  the  objects 

nnoaded  that  men  can  possibly  mean  of  these  laws  suffer  voluntarily  :  this  seems  to 

ate  good  of  the  whole  society,  by  ren-  me  to  be  an  insult  rather  than  an  argumenL 

iserable  ibr  a  century  together  the  For  beside  that  it  totally  annihilates  every 

art  of  it;  or  that  any  one  has  such  a  characteristic,  and  therefore  every  faulty  idea 

iry  benevolence  as  seriously  to  intend  of  persecution,  just  as  the  former  does ;  it  sup- 

:a  good  of  a  Ute  posterity,  who  can  poses,  what  is  false  in  fiict,  that  it  is  in  a  man's 

the  present  enjoyment  which  every  moral  power  to  change  his  religion  whenever 

an  must  have  in  the  happiness  q€  his  hia  convenience  requires  it.    If  he  be  before- 

laries.    Every  body  is  satisfied  that  hand  satisfied  that  your  opinion  is  better  than 

ralMM  and  secure  enjoyment  of  our  his,  he  will  voluntarily  come  over  to  you,  and 

^ti  it  the  great  and  ultimate  purpose  without  compulsion ;  and  then  your  law  would 

oeiety ;  and  that  therefore  all  forms  be  unneoessary ;  but  if  he  is  not  so  convinced, 

v  of  government  are  only  good  as  he  must  know  that  it  is  his  duty  in  this  point 

■observient  to  that  purpose,  to  which  to  sacrifice -his  interest  here  to  hiq  opinion ^of 

entirely  subordinate.    Now,  to  aim  his  eternal  happiness,  else  he  codd  have  in 

ahUshment  of  any  form  of  government,  reality  no  religion  at  all.    In  the  former  case, 

iong  what  is  the  substance  of  it ;  to  therefore,  as  your  law  wouU  be  unnecessary  ; 

ij,  or  at  least  to  suspend  the  rights  of  in  the  latter,  it  wouki  be  persecuting ;  that  i^ 

■  order  to  an  approved  system  (or  the  it  wouU  put  your  penalty  and  his  ideas  of 

a  of  them;  and  for  the  sake  of  that  duty  in  the  opposite  scales;   which  is,  or  I 

hieh  men  must  dispute  for  ever,  to  know  not  what  is,  the  precise  idea  of  perse- 

'  thoio  thii^  about  which  they  have  cution.    If  then  you  reqqire  a  renuaciatioii  ff 
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his  ctmaeience,  as  a  preliminary  to  his  admu-  degree,  of  poritiTe  injustice,  unBt  enrii 

sion  to  the  right  of  society,  you  annex,  morally  But  they  are  specious,  and  sufficieDdyiotl 

Speaking,  an  impossible  condition  to  it.    In  delude  a  roan  of  sense  and  of  integrity,  ftt 

this  case,  in  the  language  of  reason  and  jurii^  it  is  quite  otherwise  with  ihe  atten^  toenp 

prudence,  the  condition  would  be  void,  and  dicate  by  violence  a  wide-spreading  iiid» 

the  gift  absolute ;  as  the  practice  runs,  it  is  to  tablished   religious  opinion.    If  the  pea|ib 

establish  the  condition,  and  to  withhold  the  are  in  an  errour,  to  inform  them  is  not  o^ 

benefit.    The  suffering  is  then  not  voluntary,  fair,  but  charitable ;  to  drive  them,  is  a  Hna    '^ 

And  I  never  heard  any  other  argument,  drawn  of  the  roost  manifest  injustice.    If  lOt  Ai       , 

firom  the  nature  of  laws  and  the  good  of  human  right,  the  presumption  at  least  is  ever  on  Ai 

society,  urged  in  favour  of  those  proscriptive  side  of  possession.    Are  they  mistalnnf  I 

statutes,  except  those  which  have  just  been  it  does  not  fully  justify  than,  it  is  t  p*t 

mentiooed.  alleviation  of  guilt,  whidi  may  be  niiip 

— ^— >  with  their  misfortune,  that  the  errour  is  iM 

of  their  forging ;  that  they  receired  it  ob  ■ 

CHAPTER  in.  good  a  footing  as  they  can  receive  jwrlM 

and  your  legislative  auth<Mity,becaiMit«tf 

PABT  II.  handed  down  to  them  from  their  ascesM 

The  opinion  may  be  erroneous,  but  the  \nK» 

The  second  head  upon  which  I  propoee  to  pie  is  undoubtedly  right ;  and  you  punish  dfll 

consider  those  statutes,  with  regard  to  their  for  acting  upon  a  principle  which,  oTillodMi 

object,  and  which  is  the  next  in  importance  to  is  perhaps  the  moat  necessary  fbr  preseniil 

the  magnitude,  and  of  almost  equal  concern  in  socie^,  an  implicit  admiration  and  adberetfl 

the  inquiry  into  the  justice  of  these  laws,  is  its  to  the  establishments  of  their  fbre&tbeni 
possession.     It  is  proper  to  recollect,  that  tfiis        If  indeed  the  legislative  authority  was  anil 

religion,  ndiich  is  so  persecuted  in  its  members,  hands  admitted  to  be  the  ground  of  refigiM 

is  the  old  religiou  of  the  country,  and  the  once  persuasion,  I  should  readily  allow  that  dasd   . 

established  religion  of  the  state ,  the  very  same  would  be  rebellion.    In  this  case  it  vrouU  wM   ' 

which  had  for  centuries   received  the  coim-  no  difference,  whether  the  opinion  was  soefal  * 

tenance  and  sanction  of  the  laws,  and  firom  in  with  the  milk,  or  imbibed  yesterday  .'beeafll'* 

vdiich  it  would  at  one  time  have  been  hi^ily  the  same  legislatire  authori^  whidi  bad  stl* 

penal  to  have  dissented.    In  proportion  as  tied,  couki  destroy  it,  with  all  the  power  of  I 

mankind  has  become  enlightened,  the  idea  of  Creator  over  his  creature.   But  diis  dodrivk 

religious  persecution ,  under  any  circumstances,  universally  disowned ,  and  fbr  a  very  ptain  i*  |, 

has  been  almost  universally  exploded  by  all  son.     Religion,  to  have  any  force  on  wfA  m 

good  and  thinking  men.    The  only  faint  sha-  understandings,  indeed  to  exist  at  all,naitF 

dow  of  difficult  which  remains,  is  c(mceming  supposed  paramount  to  laws,  and  in^ — '^ 

the  introduction  of  new  opinions.     Experience  fbr  its  substance  upon  any  human  i 

has  shown,  that  if  it  has  been  favourable  to  Else  it  would  be  the  absurdest  thing  i 

the  cause  of  truth,  it  has  not  been  always  con-  world ;  an  acknowledged  cheat.  Religion 

ducive  to  the  peace  of  society.     Though  a  fore  is  not  believed  because  the  inn 

new  religious  sect  should  even  be  totally  firee  established  it ;  but  it  is  established  becaoN 

in  itself  from  any  tumultuous  and  disorderly  leading  part  of  the  communis  have  prefi 

zeal,  which   however  is    rarely  the  case,  it  believed  it  to  be  true.    As  no  watw  eal 

has  a  tendency  to  create  a  resistance  from  the  higher  than  its  spring,  no  establisbnent  cA 

establishment  in  possession,  productive  of  great  have  more  authority  than  it  derhrae  fina* 

disorders ;  and  thus  becomes,  innocently  in-  principle ;  and  the  power  of  the  govt    ~ 

deed,  but  yet  very  certainly,  the  cause  of  the  can  with  no  appearance  of  reason  go 

bitterest  dissent  ions  in  the   comnnonwealth.  coercively,  than  to  bind  and  hold  down  Mf 

To  a  mind  not  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  who  have  once  consented  to  their  upiiikli. 

tolerating  maxims  of  the  gospel,  a  preventive  The  consent  is  the  origin  of  the  whok.  t 

persecution,  on  such  principles,  might  come  they  attempt  to  proceed  further,  they  di  ^ 

recommended  by  strong,  and  apparently  no  the  foundation  upon  whidi  their  own 

immoral  motives  of  policy,  whilst  yet  the  ment  was  built,  and  they  claim 

contagion  was  recent,  and  had  laid  hold  but  assent  upon  roere  human  authority ;  wkibkl4l 

on  a  few  persons.     The  truth  is,  these  poli-  been  just  now  shown  to  be  abnnd  andpiifii,' 

tics  are  rotten  and  hollow  at  bottom,  as  all  terous,and  which  theyinfactconfentobiA 
that  are  founded  i^on  any,  however  mionte  a        However)  we  are  wanaotod  to  go  tfamte 
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peopIooAeaaetaaDydo (and perhaps  they  longs  the  whole  order  of  criminal  law.    It 

at  in  general  do  better)  take  their  religion,  considers  as  crimes  (that  is,  the  object  of  pu- 

iQ  tfie  coercive,  which  is  impossible,  but  nishment)  trespasses  against  those  rules  for 

w  influencing  authority  of  their  gover-  which  society  was  instituted.     The  law  pu- 

>,  as  wise  and  informed  men.    But  if  they  nishei  delinquents,  not  because  they  are  not 

take  a  religion  on  the  word  of  the  state,  good   men ;  but  because  they  are  intolerably 

cannot  in  common  sense  do  so  a  second  wicked.    It  does  bear,  and  must,  with  the 

mdess  they  have  some  concurrent  reason  vices  and  the  follies  of  men,  until  they  actually 

.    The  prejudice  in  favour  of  your  wis-  strike  at  the  root  of  order.    This  it  does  in 

w  shook  by  your  change.    You  confess  things  actually  moral.  In  all  matters  of  specu- 

foo  have  been  wrong ;  and  yet  you  would  lative    improvement,  the   case    is    stronger, 

Bd  to  dictate  by  your  sole   authority ;  even  where  the  matter  is  properly  of  human 

Baa  you  disengage  the  mind  by  embarras-  cognizance.    But  to  consider  an  averseness  to 

It,    For  why  should  I  prefer  your  opinion  improvement,  the  not  arriving  at  perfection,  as 

•day  to  your  persuasion  of  yesterday  ?  If  a  crime,  is  against  all  tolerdl)ly  correct  juris- 

ust  resort  to  prepossessions  for  the  ground  prudence ;  for  if  the  resistance  to  improvement 

inion,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  man  rather  to  should  be  great  and  any  way  general,  they 

to  the  wisdom  of  times  passed,  whose  would  in  effect  give  up  the  necessary  and  sub- 

nesa  is  not  before  his  eyes,  than  to  the  stantial  part,  in  favour  of  the  perfection  and 

Dt,  of  whose  imbecility  he  has  daily  ex-  the  finishing, 

aoe.     Veneration  of  antiquity  is  conge-  But,  say  the  abettors  of  our  penal  laws,  this 

0  the  human  mind.  When,  therefore,  an  old  possessed  superstition  is  such  in  its  prin- 
liafanient  would  persecute  an  opinion  in  ciples,  that  society,  on  its  general  principles, 
■sion,  it  sets  against  it  all  the  powerful  cannot  subsist  along  with  it.  Could  a  man 
dicas  of  human  nature.  It  even  sets  its  think  such  an  objection  possible,  if  he  had  not 
authority,  when  it  is  of  most  weight,  actually  heard  it  made  ?  an  objection  contra- 
st itself  in  that  very  circumstance   in  dieted  not  by  hypothetical  reasonings,  but  the 

1  it  must  necessarily  have  the  least ;  and  clear  evidence  of  the  most  decisive  facta ;  so- 
KMea  the  stable  prejudice  of  time  against  ciety  not  only  exists,  but  flourishes  at  this 
r  opinion  founded  on  mutability ;  a  con-  hour,  with  this  superstition,  in  many  countries, 
Ition  that  must  render  compulsion  in  such  under  every  form  of  government ;  in  some 
le  the  more  grievous,  as  there  is  no  se-  established,  in  some  tolerated;  in  others,  upon 
f  tlwt  whten  the  mind  is  settled  in  the  new  an  equal  footing.  And  was  there  no  civil  so- 
on, it  may  not  be  oblige<l  to  give  place  to  ciety  at  all  in  these  kingdoms  before  the  refor- 
)iat  is  still  newer,  <Nr  even  to  a  return  of  mation?  To  say  it  was  not  as  well  constituted 
Id.  But  when  an  antient  establishment  as  it  ought  to  be,  is  saying  nothing  at  all  to 
a  early  to  persecute  an  innovation,  it  the  purpose;  for  that  assertion  evidently  re- 
a  upon  quite  other  grounds,  and  it  has  all  gards  improvement,  not  existence.  It  cer- 
nqodices  and  presumptions  on  its  side.  It  tainly  did  then  exist;  and  it  as  certainly  then 
ita  own  authority,  not  only  of  compulsion,  was  at  least  as  much  to  the  advantage  of  a 
(ir^MMsession,  the  veneration  of  passed  very  great  part  of  society,  as  what  we  have 
Ifl  well  aa  the  activity  of  the  present  time,  brought  in  the  place  of  it ;  which  is  indeed  a 
M  the  opinion  only  of  a  private  man,  or  great  blessing  to  those  who  have  profited  of 
!*  men.  .If  there  be  no  reason,  there  is  at  the  change ;   but  to  aH  the  rest,  as  we  have 

■Bme   consistency  in    its   proceedings,  wrought,  that  is  by  blending  general  persecu- 

iMnding  to  constancy,  it  does  nothing  but  tion  with  partial  reformation,  it  is  the  very 

if  which  it  seta  an  example  itself.    But  an  reverse.    We  found  the  people  heretics  and 

OB  at  once   new   and  persecuting,  is  a  idolaters;  we  have,  by  way  of  improving  their 

ter:  because,  in  the  very  instant  in  which  condition,  rendered  them  slaves  and  beggars ; 

es  a  liberty  of  change,  it  does  not  leave  they  remain  in  all  the  misfortune  of  their  dd 

B  even  a  liberty  of  perseverance.  errours,  and  all  the  superadded  misery  of  their 

Ifaao  no  improvement  to  be  brought  into  recent  punishment.  They  were  happy  enough| 

yf  Undoubtedly;  but  not  by  compul-  in  dieir  opinion  at  least,  before  the  change: 

•4Nit  by  encouragement— but  by  coun-  what  benefits  society  then  had,  they  partook 

)»— fiivour — privileges,  which  are  powerw  of  them  all.    They  are  now  excluded  from 

d  are  lawful  instruments.    The  coercive  those  benefits ;  and  so  far  as  civil  society  con^ 

jtjr    of  the  state   is  limited  to    what  prebends  them,  and  as  we  have  managed  the 

for  its  existence.    To  this  be-  matter,  our  persecutions  are  so  for  iirom  being 
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necesaary  to  its  existence,  that  our  very  refiir*  and  they  omitted  no  meamre  of  ftieeffpil? 

mation  is  made  iu  a  degree  noxious.    If  this  to  establish  that  papal  aiithori^,  ml  iij» 

be  improvement,  truly  I  know  not  what  can  distinguishing  Articles  cS  religioo  amm 

be  called  a  depravation  of  society.  with  it,  and  to  make  it  take  deep  nrti«*» 

But  as  those  who  argue  in  this  manner  are  minds  of  the  people.    Not  to  crowd  ■*■» 

|[>erpetually  shifting  the  question,  having  be-  unnecessary,  I  shall  sriecttwo;  flBe«f««* 

gun  with  objecting,  iu  order  to  give  a  fair  and  is  in  print,  the  other  on  record;  **  ^  -. 

public  colour  to  their  scheme,  to  a  toleration  treaty,  the  other  an  act  of  parKasii^  J*  <bi 

of  those  opinions  as  subversive  of  society  in  first  is  the  submission  of  Ae  WA  di«J»   ikt 

general,  they  will  surely  end,  by  abandoning  Richard  II.  mentioned  by  Sir  Joho  Div*  ■   y- 

the  broad  part  of  the  argument,  and  attempting  this  pact  they  bind  themsriTOs  fiir  thifiiWi   i^ 

to  show  that  a  toleration  of  them  is  incon-  to  preserve  peace  and  alleginee  to  ^"T    *it 

sistent  with  the  established  government  among  of  England,  under  certain  pecaniar7P***|  iiii 

us.    Now,  though  this  position  be  in  reality  but  what  is  remarkable,  these  fow  *^J  ^i 

4s  untenable  as  the  other,  it  is  not  altogether  covenanted  to   be  paid  into  the  ipM^  f^ 

such  an  absurdity  on  the  face  cf  it.    All  I  chamber,  soppoeing  the  pope  m  the  t"* 

ahall  here  observe,  is,  that  those  who  lay  it  power,  whose  peace  was  brokcs,  M^  •"■ 

clown,  little  consider  what  a  wound  they  are  majesty  was  violated,  in  diiobcyipg  "Pj 

giving  to  that  establishment  for  which  they  vemour.    By  this  time,  so  fir  tf  *^i|f* 

pretend  so  much  zeal.    However,  as  this  is  England,  the  kings  had  extremely  «wy 

a  consideration  not  of  general  justice,  but  of  the  papal  power  in  aiany  milentl  |*^*™J|  -,  r- 

particular  and  national  policy,  and  as  I  have  they  had  passed  the  statute  of  ]Non*C«*  kt 

reserved  a  place  expressly,  where  it  will  un-  statute  of  premunire;  and  indeed  linn'^fii 

dergo  a  thorough  discussion,  I  shall  not  here  the  papal  authority  all  tfainp  at  Iw^'fpL 

embarrass  myself  with  it ;  being  resolved  to  seemed  to  infringe  oo  their  tgsafKirtl>'*y^pii 

preserve  all  the  order  in  my  power  in  the  ex-  dence.  In  Ireland,  however,  their  1*'*'*^^ 

amination  ^  this  important  melancholy  sub-  was  directly  the  reverse  ^  there  th^tl>''9'*riK{ 

jec't.  expedient  to  exalt  it  at  least  wl^^'?r^' 

However,  Wi^xre  we  pass  from  this  p(»nt  COD-  For  so  late  as  the  reign  of  Edwud  IT^liti 

coming  possession,  it  will  be  a  relaxation  of  fi>lk>wing  short  but  very  explicit  set  of  p**  ft] 

the  mind,  not  wholly  foreign  to  our  purpose,  to  ment  was  passed:                                   Pt 

take  a  short  review  of  the  extraordinary  policy  P' 

which  has  been  held  with  regard  to  religion  in  IV.  Ed.  Cap.  S.               r? 

that  kizigdom,  from  the  time  our  ancestors  took  .  r' 

possession  of  it.     The  most  able  antiquaries  An  act  whereby  letters  patent  of  f^^LL* 

are  of  opinion,  and  archbishop  Usher,  whom  from  the  King  to  those  thateoetop^r 

I  reckon  among  the  first  of  thero,  has  I  think  fi>r  certain  benefices,  is  void.  K<>^  **r 

shown,  that  a  religion  not  very  remote  fixxn  ^^1 

the  present  pn>testant  persuasion,  was  that  of  Item.    At  the  request  cf  the  tnalf^^^ 

the  Irish,  before  the  union  of  that  kingdom  to  ordeyned  and  established,  by  autbori^^^ 

the  crown  of  England.   If  this  was  not  directly  said  parliament,  that  all  manor  lM0^\^ 

the  fact,  this  at  least  seems  very  probable^  of  the  king,  of  pardons  or  pardon  tp^\!^fd 

that  papal  authority  was  much  lower  in  Ireland  the  king,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  19  ^ji 

than  in  other  countries.     This   union  was  visor,  Uial  claim  any  title  by  tiie  bufi^^i 

made  under  the  authority  of  an  arbitrary  grant  pope  to  any  manor  benefices,  wlmw  af 

of  pope  Adrian,  in  order  that  the  dmrcb  of  of  theimpetratingof  thesaid  baUsoTl 

Ireland  should  be  reduced  to  the  same  ser^  the  benefice  is  full  of  an  inconboat, 

vitude  with  those  that  were  nearer  to  his  see.  the  said  letters  patents  of  pankxv  or  i 

It  is  not  very  wonderfiil  that  an  ambitious  void  in  law  and  of  none  efiect. 

monarch  should  make  use  of  any  pretence  in  ^it        >ie        *        *        4r        lr 

hb  way  to  so  considerable  an  object.    What  When  by  every  expedient  of  fbi«^ 

is  extraordinary  is,  that  for  a  very  long  time,  licy,  by  a  war  of  some  centoriea,  by  e^ 

even  quite  down  to  the  reformation,  and   in  a  number  of  the  old,  and  bybrii^iiigi^^' 

their  most  solemn  acts,  the  kings  of  England  ber  of  new  people  fiill  of  those  opii'^^ 

founded  their  title  wholly  on  this  grant ;  they  intending  to  propagate  them,  they  >^^ 

called  for  obedience  from  the  people  of  Ireland,  compassed   their  object,  they  sud^^-^*^ 

not  on  principles  of  subjection,  but  as  vassals  another  turn ;  commenced  an  opposi-'*"^'! 

and  mesne  lords  between  them  and  the  popes ;  cutioa,  made  heavy  laws,  carvied  a^'  ^ 
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and  suffered  the  worst  erils,  the  public  acts  of  the  same  power,  and  observe 

lass  of  the  old,  brought  in  new  whether  other  oaths  are  tendered  to  them,  and 

d  they  continue  at  diis  day  an  under  what  penalties. — Compare  the  former 

m,  and  may  for  four  hundred  with  the  same  laws,  from  the  beghming  to  the 

0  eradicate  opinions,  which  by  end,  and  judge  whether  the  Roman  catholics 
nt  means  they  had  been  four  have  been  preserved,  agreeably  to  the  sense 
sndeavouring  by  erery  means  of  the  article,  from  any  disturlNbice  upon  ac- 
'hey  compelled  the  people  to  count  of  their  religion ;  or  rather,  whether  on 
rfdture  of  all  their  civil  rights,  tjunt  account  there  is  a  single  rt^t  of  nature, 
hority,  in  its  most  extravagant  or  benefit  of  society,  which  has  not  been  either 
lense,  as  a  giver  of  kingdoms ;  totally  taken  away  or  considerably  impaired, 
fuse  even  to  tolerate  them  in  the  But  it  is  said,  that  the  legislature  was  not 
BUid  chastised  sentiments  con-  bound  by  this  article,  as  it  has  never  been 

country,  I  believe,  since  the  ratified  in  parliament.    I  do  admit,  that  it 

i  suffered  so  much  on  account  never  had  that  sanction,  and  that  the  parKa- 

as  been  so  variously  harassed  ment  was  under  no  obligation  (o  ratify  these 

md  for  protestantism.  articles  by  any  express  act  of  theirs.    But  still 

seen,  that  even  if  these  laws  I  am  at  a  loss  how  they  came  to  be  the  less 

9d  agreeable  to  those  of  nature  valid,  on  the  principles  of  our  constitnticm,  by 

lars,  on  another  and  almost  as  being  without  that  sanction.    They  ceftafcily 

e  they  are  yet  unjust,  as  being  bound  the  king  and  his  successors.  The  words 

tive  compact,  and  the  public  of  the  article  do  this;  or  they  do  nothing;  and 

mnly  plighted.    On  the  sui^  so  far  as  the  crown  had  a  irfiars  in  passing 

ick  and  some  other  Irish  gar-  those  acts,  the  public  faith  was  nnqaestioBably 

ir  of  the  revolution,  the  lords  broken.    In  Ireland  such  a  breach  on  the  part 

id  and  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  crown  was  much  more  unpardonable  in 

;es  signed  a  capitulation  with  administration,  than  it  would  have  been  here, 

was  aflerwards  ratified  by  the  They  have  in  Ireland  a  way  of  preventing  any 

'  Ingpeximus  under  the  great  bill  even  from  approaching  the  royal  presence, 

d.    It  contains  some  public  in    matters  of  far  less  importance  than    tho 

to   the   whole  body  of  the  honour  and  faith  of  the  crown,  and  the  well- 

s  in  that  kingdom,  and  some  being  of  a  great  body  of  the  people.     For, 

te  security  of  the  greater  part  beside  that  they  might  have  opposed  the  very 

s  of  five  counties.    What  the  first  suggestion  of  it  in  the  house  of  commons, 

ti  what  manner  they  were  ob-  it  could  not  be  framed  into  a  bill  without  the 

is   day  of   much  less  public  approbationof  the  council  in  Ireland.    It  could 

Smner  are  two,  the  1st  and  the  not  be  returned  to  them  again  without  the 

s  of  this  tenour :  The  Roman  approbation  of  the   king   and  council  here, 

kingdom  (Ireland)  shall  enjoy  They  might  have  met  it  again  in  its  second 

n  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  passage  through  that  house  of  parliament  in 

t  with  the  laws  of  Ireland,  or  which  it  was  originally  suggested,  as  well  as 

r  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  in  the  other.    If  it  had  escaped  them  through 

Ajesties,  as  soon  as  their  affairs  all  these  mazes,  it  was  again  to  come  beforo 

Q  to  summon  a  parliament  in  the  lord  lieutenant,  who  might  have  sunk  it  by 

irill  endeavour  to  procure  the  a  refusal  of  the  royal  assent.    The  constitu- 

lolics  such  further  security  in  tion  of  Ireland  has  interposed  all  those  checks 

s  may  preserve  them  from  any  to  the  passing  of  any  constitutional  act,  how- 

ccount  of  their  religion.    The  ever  insignificant  in  its  own  nature.    But  did 

his  eflTect:  The  oath  to  be  ad-  the  administration  in  that  reign  avail  them- 

^  Roman  catholics  as  submit  selves   of  any  one   vX  those  opportunities  ? 

les*  government,  shall  be  the  They  never  gave  the  act  of  the  1 1th  of  queen 

uid  no  other ;  viz<  the  oath  of  Anne  the  least  degree  of  opposition  in  any 

B  by   act   of  parliament   in  one  stage  of  its  progress.    What  is  rather  the 

first  year  of  their  then  majes-  fact,  many  of  the  queen's  servanfo  caxsouraged 

1  by  the  second  of  the  articles  it,  recommended  it,  were,  in  reality,  the  tmo 
ompare  this  latter  article  with  authors  of  its  passing  in  parliament,  instead 
as  they  are  stated  in  the  2d  of  recommending  and  using  their  utmost  en- 
Ige  whether  they  seem  to  be  deavour  to  estaUish  a'  law  directly  oppofita 
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in  ils  tendency,  as  they  were  bound  to  do  by  result  from  a  contrary  posidoB.    A  finip 

the  express  letter  of  the  very  first  article  ik  enemy  has  entered ,  or  a  strong  domeslieaM 

the  treaty  of  Limerick.     To  say  nothing  fui^  has  arisen  in  the  natioo.    In  such  ermtilln 

ther  of  the  ministry,  who  in  this  instance  most  circumstances  may  be,  and  oAm  hare  hea, 

shamefully  betrayed  the  faith  of  government,  such,  that  a  parliament  cannot  sit.    Thiivii 

may  it  not  be  a  matter  of  some  degree  dt  precisely  the  case  in  that  rebellion  in  IreUni 

doubt,  whether   the  parliament,  who  do  not  It  will  be  admitted  also,  that  their  power  oaj 

claim  a  right  of  dissolving  the  force  of  moral  be  so  great,  as  to  make  it  very  prudent  to  trot 

obligation,  did  not  make  themselves  a  party  with  them,  in  order  to  save  efiusioo  of  Uood, 

in  this  breach  of  contract,  by  presenting  a  bill  perhaps  to  save  the  nation.    Now,  oooU  ndi 

to  the  crown  in  direct  violation  of  those  ar-  a  treaty  be  at  all  made,  if  your  eaenia^r 

tides  so  solemnly  and  so  recently  executed,  rebels  were  fiilly  peniMuled  that,  in  diesetiBH 

wiiich,  by  the  constitution,  they  had  full  au-  of  confusicm,  there   was  no  authority  ii  Ae 

thority  to  execute?  state,  which  coukl  hoM  out  to  themHi^ 

It  may  be  further  objected,  that,  when  the  violable  i^edge  for  their  ftttore  security;  M 

Irish  requested  the  ratification  of  parliament  that  there  lurked  in  the  ooitttitution  adomiM 

to  those  articles,  they  did,  in  effect,  themselves  hut  irresistible  power,  who  wouM  act  ddik 

entertain   a  doubt  concerning  their  validi^  itself  bound  by  the  ordinary  subsistinf  uii . 

without  such  a  ratification.    To  this  I  answer,  contracting  authority,  but  might  rescind  iti  seti 

that  the  collateral  security  was  meant  to  bind  and  obligations  at  (Measure  ?  This  woiiy  kt  a 

the  crown,  and  to  hold  it  firm  to  its  engage-  doctrine  made  to  perpetuate  and  eivpmli 

ments.    They  did  not,  therefore,  call  it  a  per-  war ;  and,  on  that  (Mrinciple,  it  directly  nipipi 

feding  of  the  security,  but  an  additional  se-  the  law  of  nations,  which  is  buHt  npoa  iii 

curity ,  which  it  could  not  have  been,  if  the  first  principle,  that  war  should  be  aoHened  ss  Mch 

had  been  void ;  for  the  parliament  could  not  as  possible,  and  that  it  shouki  eeaae  assooati 

bind  itself  more  than  the  crown  had  bound  possiUe  between  contending  parties  aad  caa> 

itself.    And  if  all  had  made  but  one  security,  munities.    The  king  has  a  power  to  ptiiii 

neither  of  them  could  be  called  additional  with  individuals.    If  the  king  hdda  out  hb  6idi  to 

propriety  or  common  sense.   But  let  us  suppose  a  robber,  to  come  in  on  a  promise  of  pardoa,  «C 

thatthey  did  apprehend,  there  might  have  been  life  and  estate,  and,  in  all  reqieols,  of  a  M 

something  wanting  in  this  securi^  without  indemnity,  shaJl  the  parliament  say,  tet  ki 

the  sanction  of  parliament.   They  were,  how-  must,  nevertheless,  be  executed,  that  hisetitto 

ever,  evidently  mistaken ;  and  this  surplusage  must  be  forfeited,  or  that  he  sludl  be  abridged 

of  theirs  did  not  weaken  the  validity  of  the  of  any  of  the  privileges  vdiidi  he  before  held  M 

single  contract,  upon  the  known  4>rinciple  of  a  subject?  Nobody  will  affirm  it    In  mtkt 

law,  JVon  Solent  qwB  abundanty  vitiare  tcriptura$,  case,  the  breach  of  faith  would  not  only  bt  m 

For  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  the  the  part  of  the  king,  who  assented  to  such  * 

crown  was  bound,  aud  that  no  act  can  be  act,  but  on  the  part  c^  the  parliameot,  vkl 

made  without  the  royal  assent.    But  the  con-  made  it.    As  the  king  represents  tbs  lAria 

stitution  will  warrant  us  in  going  a  great  deal  contracting  capacity  of  the  nation,  so  ftraiUi 

further,  and  in  affirming  that  a  treaty  executed  prerc^tive  (unlimited,  as  I  said  before,  by  a*p 

by  the  crown,  and  contradictory  of  no  preceding'  precedent  law)  can  esctend,  be  acts  ai  ihl 

law,  is  full  as  binding  on  the  whole  body  of  the  national   procurator   on    all  audi  oocanoMi 

nation,  as  if  it  had  twenty  times  received  the  What  is  true  of  a  robber,  is  true  of  a  Mil  I 

sanction  of  parliament ;  because  the  very  same  and  what  is  true  of  one  robber,  or  rebel,  &>  *  I 

constitution,  which  has  given  to  the  houses  of  true,  and  it  is  a  much  moreinop^rtant  tnlh»rf  I 

parliament  their  definite  authority,  has  also  left  one  hundred  thousand.  i 

b  the  crown  the  trust  of  making  peace,  as  a        To  urge  this  part  of  the  argument  fivdwih  I 

consequence,  and  much  the  best  consequence,  indeed,  I  fear,  not  necessary,  for  two  reasiWS 

of  the  prerogative  of  making  war.     If  the  First,  that  it  seems  tolerably  evident  in  itoali 

peace  was  ill  made,  my  lord  Gralway,  Co-  and  next,  that  there  is  but  too  mnch  f9mk 

ningsby,  and  Porter,  who  signed  it,  were  re-  to  apprehend  that  the  actnal  ratificatiaa  d 

sponsible;  because  they  were  subject  to  the  parliament  would,  in  the  then  tenmer  of paitii^ 

community.  But  its  own  contracts  are  not  sub-  have  proved  but  a  very  slight  and  trivial  mcth 

jectto  it.    It  is  subject  to  them ;  and  the  com-  rity.    Of  this  there  is  a  very  strong  exaafli 

pact  of  the  king  acting  constitutionally  was  the  in  the  history  of  those  very   articles.   F^ 

compact  of  the  nation.  though  the  parliament  omitted  in  the  rdgafl 

.  Observe  what  monstrous  consequences  would  King  William  to  ratify  the  first  and  mA 
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fBBenlofOMiii,  they  did  acttiaUycQiifimtlie  wpport  of  «U  the  o(h«r  kindf ,  ihekuvhaTo 

•MQBd  and  nrare  limited,  that  which  related  to  dinUed   three«>fburths  of  the  inti^tAfntg  o£ 

the  aecttrity  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  6Te  Ireland  fianaoquiring  any  estate  of  inberitanoe 

muBtiea  which  were  in  anoi  whe«  the  treaty  lor  life  oryears,  or  any  charge  whalsoevw,  oo 

WM  «ade.  which  two-thirds  of  the  impsoved  yearly  rakie 

'  ii  not  reserved  Sot  thirty  years. 

This  confiaoBDent  of  huoded  property  to  one 

CHAPTER  IV.  «Mof  hands,  and  proTendng  its  free  ciicula. 

don  through  the  ccnunanity,  is  a  most  leading 

Im  lh»  fixegoing  book  we  considered  these  article  of  ill  policy ;  beeaiae  it  ie  one  of  the 

lawn  in  a  very  simple  point  of  view,  and  in  a  most  capital  discouragements  to  all  that  in- 

vary  j^eneral  one;  merely  as  asystem  of  hard-  dostry  which  may  be  employed  on  the  lasting 

Aip  miposed  on  the  body  of  the  community;  improvement  of  the  soil,  or  is  any  way  co»- 

•■d  from  thence,  and  from  some  other  argu-  versant  about  land.    A  tenure  of  thirty  years 

Weato,  ialerred  the  general  injustice  of  such  is  evidently  no  tenure  upon  which  to  build,  to 

Apncedore.    In  this  we  shall  be  obliged  to  be  plant,  to  raise  enclosures,  to  change  the  nature 

mun  Hiiaate ;   and  the  matter  will  become  of  the  ground,  to  make  any  new  experiment 

■Hva  complexas  we  undertake  to  demonstrate  which  might  improve  agriculture,  or  to  do  any 

Ih*  BaMhievoiis  and  impolitic  consequences,  thing  more  than  what  may  answer  the  imme- 

whicfa  the  partimilar  mode  of  this  oppressive  diate  and  momentary  calls  of  rent  to  the  land- 

4yalin>»  and  the  instruments  which  it  empbys,  lord,  and  leave  subsistence  to  the  tenant  and 

aparat ing,  as  we  said,  on  this  extensive  object,  his  family.     The  desire  of  acquisition   is 

fHMhiea  <m  the  national  prosperity,  quiet,  and  always  a  passion  of  long  views :  confine  a  man 

fwority.  to  momentary  possession,  and  you  at  once  cut 

The  stock  efmaterials  by  which  any  nation  off  that  laudable  avarice  which  every  wise 

linndBred  flourishing  and  prosperous,  are  its  state  has  cherished  as  one  of  the  first  prin- 

Wnatry,  its  kaowled^  or  slull,  its  morak,  its  cipies  of  its  greatness.    AUow  a  man  but  a 

•■wnitinn  of  justice,  its  courage,  and  the  nap  temporary  possession ;  lay  it  dovraas  a  maxim, 

lioaal  laion  in  directing  these  powers  to  one  that  he  never  can  have  any  other,  and  you  im- 

Mint,  and  making  them  all  centre  in  the  pub-  mediately  and  in&IliUy  turn  him  to  temporary 

Ik  benefit.   Other  than  these  I  do  not  know,  enjoyments;  and  these  enjoyments  are  never 

■ad  acaicely  can  conceive  any  means  by  the  pleasures  of  kdxMir  and  free  incfaistry, 

■fcith  a  coBimunity  may  flourish.  whose  quality  it  is  to  fiunish  the  present  hours, 

If  wa  shaw  that  these  penal  laws  of  Ireland  and  squander  all  upon  prospect  and  futurity ; 

imtmj  not  oae  only,  but  every  one  of  these  they  are,  on  the  contrary,  those  of  a  thougfat- 

miniisls  of  public  prosperi^,  it  will  not  be  less,  loitering,  and  dissipaled  life.   The  people 

JMinilt  to  perceive  that  Great  Britain,  whilst  must  be  inevitably  disposed  to  such  pernicious 

fliqr  nilMnirt,  never  ean  draw  firom  that  country  habits,  merely  firtxn  the  short  duration  of  their 

|l  Ihe  advantages  to  which  the  bounty  of  aa>  tenure  which  the  law  has  aUowed.     But  it  is 

|pa  haa  eatitled  it.  not  enough  that  industry  is  checked  by  die 

Ta  bttgia  with  the  first  great  instrument  of  confinement  of  its  views;  it  is  fiirther  dia- 

Mfknal  happimrffB  aad  strength,  its  industry ;  oouraged  by  the  limitation  of  its  own  direct 

IpHiit  observe,  that  although  these  penal  laws  object,  profit.    Thb  is  a  regulation  extremely 

in.iadead  inflict  many  haitbhips  on  those  who  worthy  of  our  attention,  as  it  is  not  a  ccHaoe- 

fpv  ohnomiows  to  them>  yet  their  chief,  their  qqential,  but  a  direct  discouragemrat  to  me- 

IWK  astaauve,  and  moat  certain  operati(Hi  is  lloration ;  as  directly  as  if  the  law  had  said  in 

^pon   iMoperty.     Those    civil  constitutions  express  terms,  *<  Thou  shalt  not  improve." 

Ulnch  piNMDMrte  industry)  are  such  as  facilitate  But  we  have  an  additional  argument  to  de- 

Mv  aoi|iUikioa,  secure  the  holding,  enable  the  monstrate  the  ill  policy  of  denying  the  occupiers 

§iti§»  aad  suflsr  the  alienation  of  property,  of  land  any  solid  proper^  in  it.    Ireland  is  a 

JBlpij  Ifor  whidk  obstructs  it  in  any  part  of  country  whdly  unplanted.     The  farms  have 

4tfi  diMlvilwtioB  is,  in  proportion  to  the  force  neither  dweUing-houses,  nor  good  offices;  nor 

|p4  tofim^  of  the  obstru^on,  a  discourage-  are  the  lands  idmost  any  where  provided  with 

■HBl  ta  jwjwirtry     For  a  law  against  property  fences  and  communications ;  in  a  word,  in  a 

9a  law  against  industry,  the  latter  having  very  unimproved  state.    The  landowner  there 

riya   the  Ibrmer,    and   nothing   else,  for  never  takes  upon  him,  as  it  is  usual  in  this 

olject.     Now,  as  to  the  acquisition  of  kingdom,  to  supply  all  these  conveniences,  and 

|piM  pr<9*rty>  ^'^uch  is  the  foundation  and  to  set  down  his  tenant  in  what  may  be  called  a 


420  TRACTS  ON  THE  POPERY  LAWS. 


to 


oompletaly  fimuahed  &rm.    If  the  tenant  will  influence  ooneeqneot  to  anch  properly,  W 

not  do  it,  it  is  neyer  done.    This  circumstance  allegiance  to  die  crown  of  Greit  Britaa** 

afaowB  how  miseraUy  and  peculiarly  impolitic  ever  inoecnre;  tiie  public  peace  ml  Mt 

it  has  been  in  Irelanid  to  tie  down  the  body  of  liable  to  be  broken ;  and  protnttflb  i^ 

the  tenantry  to  short  and  unprofitable  t«(iores.  oodd  be  a  moment  secure  either  of  mtf^ 

A  finished  and  fiimished  house  will  be  taken  perties  or  of  their  lives.  Inddf^  ei^M"* 

fcr  any  term,  however  short:  if  the  repair  lies  them  arrc^ant,  and  power  daring;  iU"W'JJ    ^tiw  grc 

on  the  owner,  the  shorter  the  better.    But  no  only  excited  and  eiMbled  dMm  to  enrt  IW    Hgeof  tb^ 

one  will  take  one  not  only  unfurnished,  but  half  inherent  treachery  ;  and  die  time>,wlaatg 

built,  but  upon  a  term  which,  od  calculation,  generally  sheeted  for  dieir  mort  ^'^^fz 

will  answer  with  profit  all  his  charges.    It  is  desperate  rebellions,  were  those  in  ^^^^ 

on  this  principle  that  the  Romans  established  enjoyed  the  greatest  ease  and  the  molt  p(iV 

their  Emphyteusis  or  Fee-farm.    For  though  tranquillity.  ^ 

they  extended  the  ordinary  term  of  their  loca-         Such  are  the  arguments  that  ire  VM^MI 

tion  only  to  nine  years,  yet  they  encouraged  a  publicly  and   privately,  in  eT«y  ^"^^Jrf  t*  ^^^  ^ 

more  permanent  letting  to  farm,  with  the  con-  upon  diis  point.    They  are  genenllj  Si     ^xiax  e^ 

dition  of  improvement  as  well  as  of  annual  passicni  and  of  errour,  and  buih  ^  ^  t^^.jr 

payment  on  the  part  of  the  tenant,  where  the  which  in  themselves  are  most  ftiee*  *^**/  t„;^  ^ 

land  had  lain  rough  and  neglected ;  and  there-  I  confess,  be  denied,  that  those  iiusenD"F|  f^^ 

fore  invented  this  species  of  engrafted  holding  formances  which  go  about  under  the  to*^  f^   ' 

in  the  later  times,  when  property  came  to  be  Histories  of  Irela^,  do  indeed  '^P'^^'^g^ 

worse  distributed  by  falling  into  a  few  hands,  erents  after  this  manner ;  and  they  ^  v^Igj.  m^  ^ 

This  denial  of  landed  property  to  the  gross  suadeus,  contrary  to  the  known  o«^^^^^0^^ 


treagi^ 
irrffiing 


\ 


of  the  people  has  this  further  evil  effect  in  that  indulgence  and  moderation  il^  S^  fdyLWsftc 

preventing  the  improvement  of  land;   that  it  is  the  natural  incitement  in  ""^^^tJ^CL  rv 

prevents  any  of  the  property  acquired  in  trade  But  there  is  an  interioUF  History  \ji  0#>  vl  t 

to  be  re-gorged  as  it  were  upon  the  land.  They  the  genuine  voice  of  its  records  ^"^  ^^r" 

must  have  observed  very  little,  who  have  not  ments,  which  speaks  a  very  differ^  \?|^ 

remarked  the  bold  and  liberal  spirit  of  im-  from  these  hist(Nries,  from  Tonp^    •w  jiA 

provement,  which  persons  bred  to  trade  haya  Clarendon;  these  restcM^  naturo  _^^   ^|l% 

often  exerted  on  their  land  purefatsea;  that  they  rights,  and  policy  to  its  proper  ^'^tf^Vi^KM 

usually  come  to  them  wiUi  a  more  abundant  they  even  now  diew  to  those  wh^^  tWef^ 

eommand  (rf*  ready  money  than  most  landed  at  the  pains  to  examine  them,  mj^?^  i^ 

men  possess;  and  that  they  have  in  general  a  shew  one  day  to  all  the  workl,  ^'^'l.HflB.Ut 

much  better  idea,  by  long  habits  of  cdculative  hellions  were  not  produced  by  ^^^!froii  1^ 

dealings,  of  the  propriety  of  expending  in  order  by  persecution ;  that  they  arose  n<^^  ^  ^ 

to  acquire.     Besides,  such  men  often  bring  and  mild  government  but  firom  tl^^j.  «i|  ^ 

their  spirit  of  commerce  into  their  estates  vnth  parallded  o(^Mression.    These  f^o^^^^L  t»  I 

them,   and   make  manufactures  take  a  root  far  from  giving  the  least  counteir^^"!]  inl 

where  the  mere  landed  gentry  had  perhaps  no  doctrine  so  repugnant  to  hamanit;^^.,iyi^^ 

capital,  periiaps  no  kiclination,  and  most  fi-e-  sense,  as  that  the  security  of  any  est^^^TS 

quently  not  sufficient  knowledge  to  effect  any  civil  or  religious,  can  ever  dapei^^  '^ii 

thing  of  the  kind.     By  these  means  what  misery  of  those  who  live  under  it,    ^  j  ^0 

beautiful  and  useful  spots  have  there  not  been  danger  can  arise  fi-om  their  qui^       jS^ 

made  about  trading  and  manufacturing  towns,  perity.    QoA  forbid  that  the  histoid  Zm00^ 

and  how  has  agriculture  had  reason  to  bless  any  country  shoukl  give  such  aoccr***^!.  f 

that  happy  alliance  with  commerce ;  and  how  to  the  folly  or  vices  of  those  who  f^'^S^i 

miseraUe  must  that  nation  be,  whose  firame  of  it  can  be  shown  that  the  great  iei!'^jb^# 

polity  has  di^ointed  the  landing  and  the  trad-  Ireland  have  arisen  from  attempts  to 

ing  interests.  natives  to  the  state  to  which  they  ai 

******  duced,  it  win  show  that  an  attempt  t^^ 

The  great  prop  of  this  whole  system  is  not  them  in  that  state  will  rather  be    ^"^1^ 

pretended  to  be  its  justice  or  its  utility,  but  the  tageous  to  the  public  peace  than  aa   ^^ 

supposed  danger  to  the  state  which  gave  rise  security  to  it.    These  things  hav» 

to  it  originally,  and  which  they  84>{Mrehend  measure  began  to  appear  alread|y, 

would  return  if  diis  system  were  overturned,  as  regards  the  argument  drawn 

Whilst,  say  they,  the  papists  of  this  kingdom  rebellions  it  will  &11  readily  to 

were  posaeased  of  landed  property,  and  of  the  But,  for  my  part,  I  think  the  Ntl 
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te  18  to  rand«r  its  mibjects  justly  dia-  formidable  to  ut,  thui  to  other  prbtestant  ooan- 

l ;  nor  b  there  in  politics  or  sciraice  tries.    To  conquer  that  country  (or  himself,  is 

9  efiectual  secret  for  their  security,  a  wild  chimera;  to  encourage  revolt  in  favour 

stablish  in  their  people  a  firm  opinioo  of  foreign  princes,  is  an  exploded  idea  in  the 

change  can  be  for  their  advantage,  politics  of  that  court.    Perh^js  it  would  be 

that  bigotry  and  fanaticism  may  for  full  as  dangerous  to  have  die  people  under  die 

raw  great  multitudes  of  people  from  a  conduct  of  factious  pastcMrs  cf  their  own,  as 

^  of  dieir  true  and  substantial  interest  under  a  foreign  ecclesiastical  court. 
a  this  I  have  to  remaric  three  things  5        ♦*♦♦*♦        ♦ 
t  sudi  a  temper  can  never  beccxne        ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
k,  or  last  for  a  long  time.    The  prin-        In  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Clueen 

religion  is  seldom  lasting ;  the  ma-  Elizabeth,   were  enacted  also  several  limi- 

men  are  in  no  persuasion  bigots;  they  tations  in  the  acquisition,  or  the  retaining'  of 

Tilling  to  sacrifice,  on  every  vain  im-  property,  which  had,  so  far  as  regarded  any 

I  that  superstition  or  enthusiasm  holds  general  principles,  hitherto  remained  untouch- 

that  even  zeal  and  piety  recommend,  ed  under  all  dianges. 

lin  possession  of  their  temporal  hap-         These  bills  met  no  opposition  either  in  the 

And  if  such  a  spirit  has  been  at  any  Irish  parliament  or  in  the  English  council, 

ised  in  a  society,  afler  it  has  had  its  except  firom  private  agents,  who  were  little 

n,  it  commonly  subsides  and  is  quiet,  attended  to ;  and  they  passed  into  laws  with 

ven  the  weaker  for  the  violence  of  its  the  highest  and  most  general  applauses,  as  all 

tion ;  security  and  ease  are  its  mortal  such   things  are  in   Uie   beginning,  not  as  a 

.    But,  secondly,  if  any  thing  can  tend  system  of  persecution,  but  as  masterpieces 

»  and  keep  it  up,  it  is  to  keep  alive  the  of  the  most  subtle  and  refined  politics.    And, 

of  men  by  ill  usage.    This  is  enough  to  say  the  truth,  these  laws  at  first  view  have 

e  even  those  who  have  not  a  spark  of  rather  an  appearance  of  a  plan  of  vexatious 

n  their  constitution  to  the  most  de-  litigation  and  crooked  law-chicanery,  than  of  a 

enterprises  ;  it  certainly  will  inflame,  direct  and  sanguinary  sttack  upon  the  rights  of 

and  render  more  dangerous  the  spirit  private  conscience ;  because  they  did  not  affect 

ry  in  those  who  are  possessed  by  it.  life,  at  least  with  regard  to  the  laity ;  and  mak<- 

By  rooting  out  any  sect,  you  are  never  ing  the  catholic  opinions  rather  the  subject 

igptinst  the  effects  of  fanaticism  ;  it  of  civil  regulations  than  of  criminal  prosecu- 

le  on  the  side  of  the  most  favoured  tions,  to  those  who  are  not  lawyers,  and  read 

;  and  many  are  the  instances  where-  these  laws,  they  only  appear  to  be  a  species  of 

tablished  religion  of  a  state  has  grown  jargon.     For  the  execution  of  criminal  law 

s,  and  turned  upon  its  keeper,  and  has  has  always  a  certain  appearance  of  violence, 

rn  to  pieces  the  civil  establishment  Being  exercised  directly  on  the  persons  of  the 

1  cherished  it,  and  which  it  was  de-  supposed  offenders,  and   commonly  executed 

to  support ;  France-— England — ^Hol-  in  the  &ce  of  the  public,  such  executions  are 

apt  to  excite  sentiments  of  pity  for  the  su£> 

bere  may  be  danger  (rf*  wishing  a  ferers,  and  indignation  against  those  who  aro 

•▼en  where  no  religious  motive  can  employed  in  such  cruelties;  being  seen  as 

»  and  every  enemy  to  such  a  state  single  acts  of  cruelty,  rather  than  as  ill  general 

■  a  friend  to  the  subject ;  and  where  principles  of  government:  but  the  operation  of 

entries  are  under  terrour,  they  b€;gin  the  laws  in  question  being  such  as  common 

foeling  brings  home  to  every  man's  bosom,  they 

^'Igument  ad  verecundiam  has  as  much  operate  in  a  sort  of  comparative  silence  and 

fny  such  have.    But  I  think  it  fares  obscurity;  and  though  their  cruelty  is  exceed- 

'iHlifferehtly  with  diose  who  make  use  ingly  great,  it  is  never  seen  in  a  single  exer^ 

^ey  would  get  but  little  to  be  proved  tion,  s^  always  escapes  commiseration,  being 

^f  tyranny,  at  the  expence  of  putting  scarce  known,  except  to  those  who  view  them 

^'H^onvenient  acknowledgement.  For  in  a  general,  which  is  always  a   cold  and 

^  confess  that  there  are  any  circum-  phlegmatic  light.      The  first  of  these  laws 

1^  ^hich  it  would  be  better  to  establish  being  made  with  so  general  a  satisfaction,  as 

*SV)n         ♦        ♦        *        ♦  the  chief  govemours  found  that  such  things 

*        *        *        *        ♦        *  were  extremely  acceptable  to  the  leading  people 

^^ard  to  the  pope's  interest.    This  in  that  country,  they  were  willing  enough  to 

"of  their  religion  cannot  be  more  gratify  them  with  the  ruin  of  Uieir  fellow 
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citiaeBS ;  tbej  were  not  torry  to  difert  their 
atteDtion  from  other  inquiries,  and  to  keep 
them  fixed  to  this,  as  if  this  had  been  (he  only 
real  object  of  their  national  politics ;  and  far 
many  years  there  was  no  speech  from  the 
throne,  which  did  not,  with  great  appearance 
of  seriousness,  reconnneod  the  passing  of 
such  laws ;  and  scarce  a  session  went  orer 
without  in  effect  passing  some  of  theni ;  imtil 
they  have  by  degrees  grown  to  be  the  most 
ooosiderable  he^  in  the  Irish  statute  book. 
At  the  same  time,  giving  a  temporary  and 
oocasiooal  mitigatiw  to  the  severity  of  aome 


ofthe  husheit  of  th«s  la«%tlM]rappMlk 

some  sort  the  protectors  of  Aon,  skMiAV 
were  m  reali^  destroying  by  tbo  friaUiiM 
of  general  oonstitntions  ^utd  thsa  II 
length,  however,  the  policy  of  thii  wy^jl 
worn  out ;  the  passkms  of  am  ■«  mi^ 
those  laws  begin  to  dUdoss  fkm^^ 
to  produce  efiects  very  diffntst  fina  ^ 
iHuch  were  promised  in  naiaig  ^^* 
crooked  oounsds  are  ever  imwise;iiii*'l 

can  be  more  abeord  and  dMgM— *^ 
tamper  with  the  natural  fouBdati(mrfw*j 
JD  hopes  ofkeepiag  it  up  by  oertsiaeairtdNM^ 
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MT  DCAR  BIB, 

Toim  letter  is,  to  myself,  infinitely  obliging ; 
with  regard  to  you,  I  can  find  no  fiuilt  with  it, 
except  that  of  a  tone  of  humili^  and  disquali- 
fication, which  neither  your  rank,  nor  the 
place  you  are  in,  nor  the  profession  you  belong 
to,  nor  your  very  extraordinary  learning  and 
talents  will,  in  propriety,  demuid,  or  perhaps 
adroit.  These  dispositions  will  be  still  less 
proper,  if  you  should  feel  them  in  the  extent 
your  modesty  leads  you  to  express  them .  You 
have  certainly  given  by  fair  too  strong  a  proof 
of  self-diffidence,  by  asking  the  opinion  of  a 
man  circumstanced  as  I  am,  on  the  important 
subject  of  your  letter.  You  are  far  more  cap- 
able of  forming  just  conceptions  upon  it  than  I 
can  be.  However,  since  you  are  pleased  to 
command  me  to  lay  before  you  my  thoughts, 
as  materials  upon  which  your  better  judgment 
may  operate,  I  shall  obey  you:  and  submit 
tiiem,  with  great  deference,  to  your  meliorai- 
tion  or  rejection. 

But  first  permit  roe  to  put  royself  in  the 
right.  I  owe  you  an  answer  to  your  former 
letter.  It  did  not  desire  one  ;  but  it  deserved 
it.  If  not  for  an  answer,  it  called  for  an  ao- 
knowledgment.  It  was  a  new  favour;  and 
indeed  I  should  be  worse  than  insensiUe,  if  I 
did  not  consider  the  honours  you  have  heaped 
upon  me,  with  no  sparing  hsnd,  with  beeom- 

*  Then  a  member  of  the  Irish  parliament ; 
now  one  of  the  barons  of  iIm  court  of  ezchequtr 
in  Ireland. 


log  gratitude.  But  your  letter  airived  tiM 
at  a  time,  when  the  cloaing  of  my  Wb|  ■ 
last  businesB  in  life,  a  business  eiticdif 
complex,  and  full  of  difficulties  and  mala0 
of  all  sorts,  occupied  me  in  a  mamia  viw 
those  who  have  not  seen  the  interiow  n  w 
as  exteriour  of  it,  cannot  easily  inagiM.  I 
confess  that  in  the  crisis  of  that  rude  confidi 
I  neglected  many  things  that  well  deaemi 
my  best  attention:  none  that  deserved  kk^ 
ter,  or  have  caused  me  more  regret  ia  Al 
neglect,  than  your  letter.  The  instant  AM 
business  was  over,  and  the  house  had  puM^ 
its  judgment  on  the  omduct  of  the  managei% 
I  hist  no  time  to  execute  what  for  years  I  kU 
resolved  on :  it  was  to  quit  my  pi^lic  statiM^ 
and  to  seek  that  tranquillity  in  my  veiy  a^ 
vanoed  age,  to  which,  afler  a  yeiy  teofet* 
tuous  life,  I  thought  myself  eotided.  Bol 
God  has  thought,  fit  (and  I  nnfeignedlv  ao* 
knowledge  his  justice)  to  dispose  of  ttuifi 
<^erwise.  So  heavy  a  calamity  has  fiJIoi 
upon  me,  as  to  disable  me  for  business,  aad 
to  disqualify  me  fix*  repose.  The  existcoet 
I  have,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  call  life. 
Accordingly  I  do  not  meddle  vrith  any  oM 
measure  of  government,  thou|^,  for  ^lAal 
reasons  I  know  not,  you  seem  to  suppose  ■• 
deeply  in  the  secret  of  afllairs.  I  only  know, 
so  far  as  your  side  of  the  water  is  conoerBed^ 
that  your  present  excellent  lord  lieutemil 
(the  best  man  in  eveiy  relation,  that  I  hare 
tver  been  aoqaunted  with)  has  psriectly  pan 


I*; 
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with  ragtrd  to  Irehnd;  and  of    him  in  his  polidoal  eapteftjr;  wfaieh  implied 


Ifast  he  wiflhea  cordially  well  to  thoee,  an  allowance  for  them  to  reoogniie  him  in 

the  great  mass  of  iti  inhabitant* ;  some  aort  of  ecclesiastical  superiority.    It 

^^lio,  as  they  are   well  or  ill  managed,  was  a  compromise  of  the  old  dispute. 

^VMrm  an  important  part  of  its  strength  or  For  my  part,  I  confess,  I  wish  that  we  had 

J           '^^«B.    If,  with  regard  to  that  great  ob-  been  less  eager  in  this  point.    I  don*t  think 

^y^^>^«  has  carried  over  any  re^y-made  indeed  that  much  miscliief  will  happen  frc»n  it, 

|J7****^»  I  assture  you  it  is  perfectly  unknown  if  things  are   otherwise   properly  managed. 

^^^?^  «    lam  very  much  retired  from  the  worid,  Too  nice  an  inquisition  ought  not  to  be  made 

^lll  ^i^^Q  in  much  ignorance.    This,  I  hope,  into  opinions  that  are  dying  away  of  them- 

i^  tK^^*"™  ™^  humble  apology,  if  I  should  err  selves.    Had  we  lived  an  hundred  and  fifty 

^  a^!^  notions  I  entertain  of  the  question  which  years  ago,  I  should  have  been  as  earnest  and 

^^~^«a  to  become  the  subject  of  your  deliberap  anxious  as  any  body  for  this  sort  of  abjuration : 

At  the  same  time  accept  it  as  an  apo-  but  living  at  the  time  in  which  I  live,  and 

•^  ^r  my  neglects.  obliged  to  speculate  forward  instead  of  badc- 

^^^Qu  need  make  no  apobgy  for  your  attach-  ward,  I  must  fairly  say,  I  could  well  endure 

^^t  to  the  religious  description  you  bekmg  the  existence  of  every  sort  of  collateral  aid, 

It  proves  (as  in  you  it  is  sincere)  your  which  opinion  might,  in  the  now  state  ci 


\^^*^<*ttnent  to  the  great  points  in  which  die  things,  afford  to  authority.    I  must  see  much 

^r^^ing  divisicMis  are  agreed,  when  the  lesser,  more  danger  than  in  my  life  I  have  seen,  or 

^1^  >faich  they  differ,  are  so  dear  to  you.    I  than  others  will  venture  seriously  to  affirm  that 

^^1^  never  call  any  religious  opinions,  which  they  see,  in  the  pope  aforesaid,  (though  a 

«|^|Nir  important  to  serious  and  pious  minds,  foreign  power,  and  with  his  kmg  tail  of  etoe- 

^Migi  of  no  consideration.    Nothing  is  so  teras,)  before  I  should  be  active  in  weakening 

^^%1  to  religion  as  indifference,  whk^  is,  at  any  hdd,  which  government  might  think  it 

^2^sC,  half  nifidelity.    As  long  as  men  hokl  prudent  to  resort  to,  in  the  management  of 


and  justice  to  be  essential  integral  that  large  part  of  the  king's  subjects.    I  do  not 

^^^  of  rdigion,  there  can  be  little  danger  choose  to  direct  all  my  precautions  to  the  part 

^tn  a  strong  attadiment  to  particular  tenets  where  the  danger  does  not  press ;  and  to  leaw 

^  fiuth.    This  I  am  perfectly  sure  is  your  myself  open  and  unguarded,  where  I  am  not 

CiM ;  but  I  am  not  equally  sure,  that  either  only  really,  but  visibly  attacked. 

Isal  for  the  tenets  of  faith,  or  the  smallest  My  whole  politics,  at  present,  centre  in  one 

itgno  of  charity  or  justice,  have  much  infli>*  point ;  and  to  this  the  merit  or  demerit  ci 

Moed  the  gentlemen  ^o,  under  pretexts  oS  every  measure  (with  me)  is  referable ;  thai 

aal,  have  resisted  the  enfranchisement  of  their  is^  what  will  most  promote  or  depress  the  cause 

eoontry.    My  dear  son,  who  was  a  person  of  of  jacobinism.    What  is  jacobinism  ?  It  is  an 

diKornment,  as  well  as  clear  and  acute  in  his  attempt  (hitherto  but  too  successful)  to  eradi- 

tqnfliions,  said  in  a  l^ter  of  his,  which  I  cate  prejudice  out  of  the  minds  of  men,  for  the 

hivo  seen,  "  that  in  order  to  grace  their  cause  purpose  of  putting  all  power  and  authority  into 

■ad  to  draw  some  respect  to  their  persons,  the  hands  of  the  persons  capable  of  occasioo- 

Ihsy  pretmd  to  be  bigots."    But  here  I  take  ally  enlightening  Uie  minds  of  the  people.  For 

it  we  have  not  much  to  do  with  the  theolo-  this  purpose  the  jacobins  have  resolved  to 

flcal  tenets,  on  the  one  side  of  the  question  or  destroy  the  whole  frame  and  fabric  of  the  old 

no  other.    The  point  itself  is  practically  de-  societies  of  the  worki,  and  to  regenerate  them 

dded.  That  religion  is  owned  by  the  state,  after  their  fashion.    To  obtain  an  army  for 

Eioept  in  a  settled  maintenance,  it  is  pn>>  this  purpose,  they  every  where  engage  the 

lected.    A  great  deal  of  the  rubbish,  which  as  poor,  by  holding  out  to  them  as  a  bribe  the 

A  pwt— m»<»  long  obstructed  the  way,  is  remold  spoils  of  the  rid).    This  I  take  to  be  a  fiiir 

ad.    One  impediment  remained  longer,  as  a  description  of  the  principles  and  leading  max- 

natter  to  justify  the  procription  of  the  body  ct  ims  of  the  enlightened  of  our  day,  who  are 

eor  eountry,  after  the  rest  had  been  abandon-  oommonly  called  jacobins. 

ed  as  untenable  ground.    But  the  business  of  As   the  grand  prejudice,  and  that  whidi 

the  pope  (that  mixed  person  of  politics  and  hokis  all  the  other  prejudices  t<^ther,  the  first, 

leligioo)  has  long  ceased  to  be  a  bugbear:  for  Ust,  and  middle  object  of  their  hostility  is  r»- 

■one  time  past  he  has  ceased  to  1^  even  a  ligion.    With  that  they  are  at  inexpiable  war. 

edoarable  pretext.    This  was  well  known,  They  make  no  distinction  of  sects.   A  Ghris- 

vhen  the  cathoUes  of  these  kingdoms,  for  our  tian,  as  such,  is  to  them  an  enemy.    What 

tmusement,  were  obliged  oo  oilh  to  disclaim  then  is  left  to  a  real  Christian,  (Christian  u 
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A  believer  tnd  as  a  statesman,)  but  to  make  a  upheld  in  high  respect  and  Tneratian;  ud 

league  between  all  the  grand  divisions  of  that  should  be,  in  its  plaoe,  provided  with  all  ibe 

name ;  to  protect  and  to  cherish  them  all ;  means  of  making  it  a  blessing  to  the  pecfh 

and  by  no  means  to  proscribe  in  any  manner,  who  profess  it.    That  it  ought  to  be  dMiilMd 

more  or  less,  any  member  of  our  common  as  a  good,  (though  not  as  tbe  most  preftnUB 

party  ?     The  divisions  which  formerly  pre-  good,  if  a  dioice  was  now  to  be  made,)  lod 

▼ailed  in  the  church,  with  all  their  overdone  not  tolerated  as  an  inevitable  eviL    H*  dni 

seal,  only  purified  and  ventilated  our  common  be  my  opinion  as  to  the  catholic  religioB,  n  t 

fidth ;  bcMcause  there  was  no  common  enemy  sect,  you  must  see,  diat  I  must  be  to  the  hit 

arrayed  and  embattled  to  take  advantage  of  degree  averse  to  put  a  man,  upon  tfaataooossi, 

their  dissensions  :  but  now  nothing  but  inevi-  upon  a  bad  footing,  with  rotation  to  the  pri- 

table  ruin  will  be  the  ccmsequence  of  our  vileges  which  the  fundemeotal  laws  of  tlui 

quarrels.    I  think  we  may  dispute,  rail,  per-  country  give  him  as  a  subject.    I  am  thesMie 

secute  and  provoke  the  catholics  out  of  their  serious  on  the  positive  encouragement  to  be 

prejudices ;  but  it  ia  not  in  ours  they  will  take  given  to  this  religion,  (always,  however,  m 

refuge.    If  any  thing  is,  one  more  than  another,  secondary,)  becarae  the  serious  and  eanett 

out  of  the  power  of  man,  it  is  to  create  a  pre-  belief  and  practice  of  it  by  its  professors  fixsM, 

judice.    Somebody  has  said,  that  a  king  may  as  things  stand,  the  most  effectual  bacrierytf 

make  a  nobleman,  but  he  cannot  make  a  gen-  not  the  sole  barrier,  against  jacolaniaai.    The 

tleman.  catholics  form  the  great  body  of  the  k>wer  rasb 

All  the  principal  religions  in  Europe  stand  of  your  community ;  and  no  small  part  of  tboee 

upon  one  common  bottom.    The  suf^xxt  that  dasses  of  the  mnkiling  that  come  nearest  to 

the  whole,  or  the  favoured  parts,  may  have,  in  them.    You  know,  that  the  seduction  of  that 

the  secret  dispensations  of  Providence,  it  is  part  of  mankind  6rom  the  principles  of  reli- 

unpossible  to  tell ;  but,  humanly  speaking,  they  gion,  morality,  subordination,  and  social  order, 

are  all  freacriptive  religions.    They  have  all  is  the  great  object  of  the  Jacobins.    Let  then 

stood  k»g  enough  to  make  prescription,  and  its  grow  kx,  sceptical,  careless,  and  indifferent 

chain  of  legitimate  prejudices,  their  main  stay,  with  regard  to  religion,  and  so  sure  as  we  have 

The  people,  who  compose  the  four  grand  divi-  an  existence,  it  is  not  a  zealous  AngUcaa  or 

sions  of  Christianity,  have  now  their  religion  Scottish  church  principle,  but  direct  jaool^ 

as  an  habit,  and  upon  authori^,  and  not  on  inism  which  ^11  enter  into  that  breach.    Two 

disputation ;  as  all  men,  who  have  their  reli-  hundred  years  dreadfiilly  spent  in  ezperisMsti 

gion  derived  from  their  parents,  and  the  fiiiits  to  force  that  people  to  change  the  form  of  their 

of  education,  mvM  have  it;  however,  the  one,  religion,  have  proved  fruitlas.    Tou  have  mem 

more  than  the  other,  may  be  able  to  reconcile  your  choice  for  full  four-fifths  of  your  people, 

his  faith  to  his  own  reason,  or  to  that  of  other  of  the  catholic  religion  or  jacolnnism.   If 

men.    Depend  upon  it,  they  must  all  be  sup-  things  appear  to  you  to  stand  on  tiiis  alter' 

ported,  or  they  must  all  foil  in  the  crash  of  a  native,  I  think  you  will  not  be  long  in  nakiDg 

common  rtiin.     The  catholics   are  the  far  your  option. 

more  numerous  part  of  the  Christians  in  your        You  have  made,  as  you  naturally  do,  a  f«iy 

country ;  and  how  can<]lhristianity  (that  is  now  able  analysis  of  powers ;  and  have  separated, 

the  point  in  issue)  be  supported,  imder  the  as  the  things  are  separable,  dvil  fixNn  pobtical 

persecution,  or  even  under  the  discountenance,  powers.    You  start  too  a  question,  whether 

of  the  greater  number  of  Christians  ?  It  is  a  the  civil  can  be  secured,  without  some  shsre 

great  truth,  and  which  in  one  of  the  debates,  I  in  the  political.    For  my  part,  as  abstract 

stated  as  strongly  as  I  couki  to  the  house  of  questions,  I  shouU  find  some  dififeuky  m  as 

commons  in  the  last  session,  that  if  the  ca-  attempt  to  resolve  them.    But  as  applied  Is 

tliolic  religion  is  destroyed  by  the  infidels,  it  is  the  state  of  Ireland,  to  the  form  of  our  cosh 

a  most  contemptible  and  absurd  idea,  that  this,  moawealth,  to  the  parties  that  divide  »,  wd 

or  any  protestant  church,  can  survive  that  to  the  dispositions  of  the  leading  men  hi  thoee 

event.    Therefore,  my  humble  and  decided  parties,  I  camiot  hesitate  to  lay  before  you  taj 

opinion  is,  that  all  the  three  religions,  pre-  opinion,  that  whilst  any  kind  of  disooure|:e- 

valent  more  or  less  in  various  parts  of  these  ments  and  disqualifications   remain  on  the 

islands,  ou^t  all,  in  subordination  to  the  legal  catholics,  an  handle  will  be  made,  by  a  iactioai 

establishments,  as  they  stand  in  the  several  power,  utterly  to  defeat  the  benefits  of  any  aril 

countries,  to  be  all  countenanced,  protected  ri^ts  they  may  apparently  possess.    I  need 

and  cherished  ;  and  that  in  Ireland  partial-  not  go  to  very  remote  times  for  my  exampleSi 

iarly,  the  Romim  catholic  religion  should  be  It  was  within  the  course  <^  about  a  tweWs- 
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,  that  after  parliamrat  had  been  led  into  with  some  obsenration,  tot  nine-aod-twenty 

,  quite  unparalleled  in  its  records,  after  years,  or  thereabouts.    The  power  of  a  mem- 

lad  resisted  all  concession  and  even  ber of  pariiament  is  uncertain  and  indirect: 

g,  with  an  obstinacy  equal  to  any  thing  and  if  powor  rather  than  splendour  and  fiune 

Mild  have  actuated  a  party  domination  in  were  the  object,  I  should  thmk  that  any  of  the 

c(«d  or  eighth  of  Q,ueen  Anne, — after  principal  clerics  in  office,  to  say  nothing  of 

ange  adventure  of  the  grand  juries,  and  their  superiours,  (several  of  whcnn  are  dis- 

tarliament  had  listened  to  the  sovereign  qualified  by  law  for  seats  in  parliament,)  pos- 

3g  for   the  emancipation  of  his   sub-  sess  far  more  power  than  nine-tenths  c^  the 

—it  was  after  all  this,  that  such  a  gnidg-  members  of  the  house  of  commons.    I  might 

id  discontent  was~  expressed,  as  must  say  this  of  men  who  seemed  from  their  for- 

have    alarmed,   as  it   did  extremely  tunes,  their  weight  in  their  country,  and  their 

the  whole  of  the  catholic  body :   and  talents,  to  be  persons  of  figure  there ;  and  pei> 

smber  but  one  period  in  my  whole  life,  (I  sons  too  not  in  opposition  to  the  prevaUing 

the  savage  period  between  1761  and  party  in  government. 

in  which  they  have  been  more  harshly  But  be  they  what  they  will,  on  a  fair  cao- 
ttumeliously  treated,  than  since  the  last  vass  of  the  several  prevalent  parliamentary 
I  enlargement.  And  thus  I  am  ooxtr-  interests  in  Ireland,  I  cannot,  out  of  the  three 
I  it  will  be,  by  paroxysms,  as  long  as  hundred  members,  of  whom  the  Irish  pariia- 
igma  remains  on  them,  and  whilst  they  ment  is  composed,  discover  that  above  three, 
nsidered  as  no  better  than  half  citizens.  If  or  at  the  utmost  four  catholics,  would  be  re- 
re  kept  such  for  any  length  of  time,  they  turned  to  the  house  of  comnuHis.  But  suppose 
e  made  whole  jacobins.    Against  this  they  should  amount  to  thirty,  that  is  to  a  tenth 

and  dreadful  evil  of  our  time  (I  do  not  part,  (a  thing  I  hold  impossible  for  a  long 

>  cheat  mysetf  or  others)  I  do  not  know  series  of  years,  and  never  very  likely  to  hap- 

ilid  security  whatsoever.    But  I  am  quite  pen,)  what  is  this  to  those,  who  are  to  balance 

B  that  what  will  come  nearest  to  it,  is  to  them  in  the  one  house,  and  the  dear,  and 

It  as  many  as  you  can  in  the  present  settled  majority  in  the  other  ?  For  I  think  it 

of  things ;  religiously,  civilly,  politically,  absolutely  impossible,  that  in  the  course  of 

the  ties  and  principles  by  which  mankind  many  years,  above  four  or  five  peers  shoukl 

leld.       This  is  like  to  be  effectual  policy:  be  created  at  that  communion.    Infect,  the 

ure  it  is  honourable  policy :  and  it  is  better  exclusion  of  them  seems  to  me  only  to  mark 

I,  if  fail  we  must,  in  the  paths  of  direct  jealousy  and  suspicion,  and  not  to  provide 

lanly,  than  of  low  and  crooked  wisdom,  security  in  any  way.    But  I  return  to  the  old 

to  the  capacity  of  sitting  in  parliament,  ground.    The  danger  is  not  there  >-4hese  are 

all  the  ci^pacities  for  voting,  for  the  Uiings  long  since  done  away.     The  grand 

for  the  navy,  for  the  professions,  for  controversy  is  no  Icmger  between  you  and  them, 

offices,  it  is  a  dispute  de  UmA  caprinA^  Fmgive  this  length.    My  pen  has  insensibly 

r  poor  opinion;  at  least  on  the  part  of  run  on.    You  are  yourself  to  blame,  if  you  are 

who  oppose  it.    In  the  first  place,  this  much  &tigued.     I  congratulate  you  oo  the 

■ion  to  office,  and  this  ezclusi<m  firom  auspicious  opttiing  of  .your  session.    Surefy 

ment,  on  the  principle  of  an  exclusion  GtreaX  Britain  and  Ireland  ought  to  join  in 

x)Uti(»l  power,  is  the  Very  reverse  of  the  wreathing  a  never-foding  garland,  for  tho  head 

pie  of  the  English  test  act.    If  I  were  to  of  Ghrattan.  Adieu !  my  dear  Sir — good  n^aia 

a  judgment  from  experience  rather  than  toyou!"— I  never  can  have  any. 
r,  I  should  doubt  much  whether  the  ca-  Yours  always  most  sinoerety, 

'  for,  or  even  the  possession  of  a  seat  in  EIDMUND  BURKB. 

ment,  did  really  convey  much  <^  power  to    Jan.  S9th,  1796, 
jpcriy  called  poUticaL  I  have  lat  there        Twelve  at  night 
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TO  SIR  HERCULES  LANGRISHE. 


MT  DEAR  sn,  troos,  we  tiboaid  hafe  a  popula  official  ejsleiB, 

If  I  am  not  as  early  as  I  ought  to  be  in  my  and  a  popish  representatioii,  capable  of  ov» 

acknowledgmeDts  for  your  very  kind  letter,  toming  the  estabHrfimqat,  be  only  insolU  <nr 

pray  do  me  the  jostioe  to  attribute  my  fiulure  understandings.    When  any  man  tdb  ihis  to 

to  its  natural  and  but  too  real  cause,  a  want  of  eathoUca,  be  insults  dieir  understandingi,  ud 

tiie  most  ordinary  power  of  exertion,  owing  to  he  galls  their  fe^inga.    It  is  not  the  qneBUca 

the  impressions  made  upon  an  old  and  in&rm  of  the  pJlaces  and  seats ;  it  is  the  real  hostfle 

constitution  by  private  misfortune  and  by  pub-  disposition,  and  the  pretended  ieai^  that  hvn 

lie  calamity.    It  is  true,  I  make  occasional  stings  in  flie  min^  of  the  people.    I  reaBj 

tthrtB  to  rouse  myself  to  something  better^  tfaai^|fat,  that  in  the  total  of  die  late  cktHh 

hat  I  soon  relapse  into  that  state  dt  languor,  stances,  widi  regard  to  poaons,  to  things,  to 

which  must  be  the  habit  of  my  body  and  un-  principles,  and  to  measures,  was  to  be  finnd  i 

derstanding,  totheendof  myiriiortuiddieer^  conjuncture  fiiTourable  to  the  introductian,  ml 

leas  existence  in  this  world.  to  Uie  perpetuation  of  a  general  hannaoy,  pro- 

I  am  sincerely  grateful  for  year  kindness  in  ducing  a  general  strengm,  wiiich  to  that  hoar 

ooonecting  the  mterest  yoa  take  in  the  senti-  Irelai^  was  nerer  so  happy  as  to  enjoy.    Mj 

mmts  of  an  old  friend,  with  the  able  part  yoa  sanguine  hopes  are  blasted,  and  I  must  eoa- 

lake  in  the  service  of  your  conn^.    It  is  an  sign  my  feelings  on  that  tenriUe  disqipoinl^ 

iastance,  asKnig  many,  of  that  happy  temper,  ment,  to  ^  same  patience  in  wMdi  I  hare 

wiiich  has  always  given  a  character  of  ame-  been  obliged  to  bury  the  vocation  I  ssfiered 

•ity  to  your  virtues,  and  a  goodHBatored  direc-  on  Ae  defeat  ef  the  other  great,  jost,  and 

tion  to  your  talents.  henourable  causes  in  which  I  have  had  some 

.  Your  speech  on  the  catholic  question  I  read  share  ;  «id  ythkh  have  given  more  ef  ^Kgnily, 

with  much  satisfaction,  it  is  solid ;  it  is  con-  than  of  peace  and  advantage,  to  a  long  Ubo- 

▼iacing;  it  is  eloquent ;  and  it  ought,  on  the  lions  )Xe.     Tboogh,  perhaps,  a  want  of  sbe* 

apot,  to  have  produced  that  eiect,  which  its  oess  rai^  be  urged  as  a  reasea  for  makisg 

reason,  and  that  contained  in  the  other  excel-  me  doubt  of  l^  justice  ef  Ibe  part  I  have 

lent  speeches  on  the  same  nde  of  the  question,  taken,  yet,  mitil  I  have  other  lights  than  mo 

cannot  possibly  fail  (dxHigh  with  less  pleasant  aide  of  Ike  debaM  has  iimiidied  me,  I  mmt 

consequences)  to  produce  hereafker.    What  a  see  ^angs,  and  feel  them  too,  as  I  see  and 

■adthingit  is,  that  the  grand  instructor,  Time,  feelthesft.    I  think  I  can  hardfy  evenrale  tlM 

has  not  yet  bem  able  to  teach  4be  grand  lesson,  maligns^  of  the  prindples  of  protestaat  aseah 

of  Ms  own  value ;  and  that  in  every  question  dancy,  as  they  atfect  Ireland ;  or  of  indiaai— , 

of  nx>ralandpditicalprudeBoe,itis  thechoice  as  tb«|^  afiect  these  countries,  and  as  diey 

of  the  moment  which  renders  ^  measure  sep-  affect  Ana;  or  cf  jacobimsm,  as  they  aibet 

viceaUe  or  4i8eless,  noxious  or  salutury.  all  Europe,  and  tito  state  of  bimwn  sode^ 

In  the  catholic  question  il  considered  only  itself.    The  last  is  the  greatest  evil.     But  t( 

one  point.    Was  it,  at  the  tiaiK,  and  in  the  readily  combines  with  die  otbers,  and  Aowi 

5ibcipnatBBces,  a  measure  which  tended  to  from  them.     Whatever  breeds  discentmt  at 

promote  the  concord  of  the  citizens?  I  Jtave  Ass  time,  w^  produce  that  greait  mastuii  mk 

no  difficulty  in  saying  it  m ;  md  m  Jittfe  in  xim£  amst  infi&lUbly.    WhfLtm^r  lemb  (toae^ 

saying,  that  the  present  concord  of  the  citizens  suade  the  people,  that  the  feWf  called  by  wW 

was  worth  buying,  at  a  critical  season,  by  ever  name  you  please,  religious  or  political,  ire 

granting  a  few  capadHes  which  probably  no  one  of  opinion,  that  their  interest  is  not  c<NI^>atibie 

man  now  living  is  likely  to  be  served  or  hurt  with  that  of  the  manyy  is  a  great  point  gained 

by.    When  any  man  tells  you  and  me,  that,  if  to  jacobinism.    Whatever  tends  to  irritate  the 

these  places  were  lefl  in  the  discretion  of  a  talents  k£  a  country,  which  have  at  all  tines, 

protestant  crown,  and  these  memberships  in  and  at  these  particularly,  a  mighty  influence 

the  discretion  of  protestant  electors,  or  pa-  on  the  public  mind,  is  of  infinite  service  to 
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<hat  fixnudaUe  ci«nu  Ualen  wbere  iMtTon  4iat  they  wiH  pkxnlj  look  to  the  bead  of  oar 
b»  miogled  uncominQii  iapwdients  of  Tirtuo  cirarch  in  tbe  place  of  that  pope,  ^om  jou 
ia  the  oompositioii — gmof  ffiefiorv  I/aio  Jauai  make  them  forswear ;  and  out  c^  all  reverence 
prmoardM  TiUm — tabata  naturally  gravitate  to  to  whom,  you  bully,  and  rail,  and  bufibon  . 
jacobiniam.  Whatever  ill  humours  are  afloat  Hiem.  Perhaps  you  may  succeed  in  the  same 
in  the  state,  they  will  be  aure  to  discharge  manner  with  all  the  other  tenets  of  doctrine, 
themselves,  in  a  mingled  torrent,  in  the  doacA  and  usages  of  discipline,  among  the  catholics. 
wuanm&  of  jacobinism.  Therefore  people  But  wiuit  security  have  you,  that,  in  the 
ought  weU  to  look  about  them.  First,  the  temper,  and  on  the  principles  on  which  they 
lihysiciaas  are  to  take  care  diat  they  do  have  made  this  change,  they  will  stop  at  the 
■othiwg  to  irritate  this  epidemical  distemper,  exact  sticking  places  you  have  marked  in  your 
It  is  «  iboliih  thing  to  have  the  better  of  die  articles?  Tou  have  no  security  for  any  thing, 
fatieiit  in  a  dispute.  The  complaint  or  its  but  that  they  will  become,  what  are  call^ 
cause  ought  to  be  removed,  and  wise  and  JVtmo0-/aoo6m«,  and  reject  the  whole  to- 
lenient  arts  ought  to  precede  the  measures  of  gether.  No  ccmverts  now  will  be  made  in  a 
vigour.  They  ought  to  be  the  u^bma,  not  the  considerable  number  from  one  of  our  sects  to 
prima,  not  the  Ma  ratio  of  a  wise  government,  the  other  upon  a  really  religious  principle. 
C3od  Ibrbid,  that  on  a  worthy  occasion  authority  Controversy  moves  in  another  direction, 
dhfould  want  the  means  of  force  or  the  disposi-  Next  to  religion,  property  is  the  great  point 
tioB  <o  use  it.  But  where  a  prudent  and  en-  of  jacobin  attack.  Here  many  of  the  de- 
Jarged  policy  does  not  precede  it,  and  attend  it  haters  in  your  majority,  and  their  writers,  have 
4oo,  where  the  hearts  of  the  better  sort  of  given  the  jacobins  all  the  assistance  their 
pao^de  not  go  with  the  hands  of  the  soldiery,  hearts  can  wish.  When  the  catholics  desire 
jam  may  caU  your  constitution  what  you  wiU,  places  and  seats,  you  tell  them,  that  this  is 
m  efiect  it  will  consist  of  three  parts  (ordees,  if  only  a  pretext,  (though  protestants  mi^  si^ 
jom  please)  cavalry,  iofimtry,  and  artillwy —  pose  it  just  p<MmUe  for  men  to  like  good 
mud  ef  BOChiog  else  or  better.  {^aces,  and  snug  boroughs  for  their  own  me- 

I  agree  wi^  you  in  your  dislike  of  the  dis-  rits ;)  but  diat  their  real  view  is,  to  strip  pro- 
courses  in  Francis-street:  but  I  like  as  little  testants  of  their  property.  To  my  certain 
tfmt  ef  ihoae  in  Cdlege-green.  I  am  even  knowledge,  till  those  jacobin  lectures  were 
ess  pleased  with  the  temper  that  predominated  opened  in  the  house  of  commons,  they  never 
in  the  latter,  as  better  things  might  have  been  dreamt  of  any  sudi  thing ;  but  now,  the  great 
CB||Be|a4  Inlbe  regular  family  mansioB  of  pub-  professors  may  stimulate  them  to  inquire  (on 
lie  discretion,  than  in  a  new  and  hasty  assem-  the  new  principles)  into  the  foundation  of  that 
biy  of  unexperienced  men,  congregated  under  property,  and  of  all  property.  If  you  treat 
circumstances  of  no  small  irritation.  After  men  as  robbers,  why  robbers,  sooner  or  later, 
people  have  taken  your  tests,  prescribed  by  they  will  become. 

jrourselves  as  proofs  of  their  allegiance,  to  faie  A  third  point  of  jacobin  attack  is  on  oU  fro- 
marked  as  enemies,  traitors,  or  at  best  as  sus-  dkionary  conatittUion.  You  are  apprehensive 
pected  and  dangerous  persons,  and  that  they  f<^  yours,  which  leans  from  its  perpendiculair, 
are  not  to  be  believed  on  their  oaths,  we  are  and  does  not  stand  firm  on  its  theory.  I  like 
Hot  to  be  suqurised  if  they  faO  into  a  passion,  parliamentary  reforms  as  little  as  any  man  who 
and  talk,  as  men  in  a  passion  do,  intemperate^  has  beroi;^ghs  to  sell,  lor  money,  or  for  peerages, 
and  idly.  in  Ireland.  But  it  passes  my  comprehension,  in 

The  worst  of  the  matter  is  this :  You  are  what  manner  it  is,  that  men  can  be  reconcUed 

partly  leading,  partly  driving  into  jacobinism,  to  the  practical  merits  of  a  constitution,  the 

^b9t  description  ef  your  peqsle,  whose  religious  theory  of  which  is  in  litigation,  by  being  jtoo- 

(arincipleai  church  polity,  and  habitual  discipline  HcaUy  excluded  from  any  of  its  advantages. 

iBight  mskke  them  an  iurincible  dyke  against  Let  us  put  ourselves  in  the  place  of  these 

thai  inundation.    This  you  have  a  thousand  people,  and  try  an  experiment  of  the  effects  of 

laattockB  and  pickaxes  lifted  up  to  demolish,  such  a  procedure  on  our  own  minds.    Unques* 

Toa  aoake  a  sad  story  of  the  pope ! — O  ten  tionably  we  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  wAktn, 

thuUarum  /—It  will  not  be  difficult  to  get  many  we  were  told,  that  houses  of  parliament,  instead 

called  catholics  to  laugh  at  this  fundamental  of  being  places  of  reAige  for  popular  liberty, 

pact  of  their  religisa.    Never  doubt  it.    You  were  citadels  for  keeping  us  in  order  as  aoon- 

have  succeeded  in  part ;  and  you  may  succeed  quered  people.    These  ^ings  play  the  jaoebin 

coaqpletely.    But  in  Ike  pceseot  state,  of  men's  game  to  a  nicety.    Indeed,  my  dear  nhr,  Ihera 

iBBOKiB  aod  aflMiVj  do  not  ^tter  yowselves  is  not  a  single  particular  in  the  Francia-street 
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jadamAtloiw,  nvhidi  has  not,  to  joat  tnd  to    nqr  knimledga,  of  very  lober, 
■J  certain  knowledge,  been  taught  by  the    aien;  and  there  were  none  in  it,  hot  loehidn) 
jealous  ascendants,  sometimes  by  doctrine,    if  not  ooDrinnally  goaded  and  irritated,  aH|hl 
■ometimes  by  example,  always  by  provocation,    be  made  useftd  to  die  tranqoiOity  of  die  oNi' 
Remember  the  whole  of  1781,  and  178I&— in     try.    It  is  right  always  to  haye  a  few  of  ew; 
parliament  and  out  of  parliament — at  this  very    description,  throng   whom  you  may  qiaedy 
day,  and  in  the  worst  acts  and  designs,  observe     operate  on  tlie  many,  both  for  the  intereili  i 
the  tenour  of  the  objections  with  which  the     the  description  and  for  the  general  interest  E» 
College-green  orators  of  the  ascendancy  re-    cuse  me,  my  dear  friend,  if  I  have  a  Uttletind 
pcoached  the  catholics.    You  have  observed,  no    your  patience.  Too  have  brought  thistronfakd 
doubt,  how  much   they  rely  on  the  afiair  of    yourself,  by  your  thinking  of  a  man  fiifgot,aid 
Jadunn.    Is  it  not  pleasant  to  hear  catholics     who  has  no  dejection  to  be  forgot,  by  the  wnii 
reproached  for   a  st^posed  connection — ^with    These  things  we  discussed  together  fear  or 
whom  ?— With    protestant   clergymen,   with     five-and-thirty  years  ago.    WeweredMB,aid 
protestant  gentlemen !    With  Mr.  Jackson ! —    at  bottom,  ever  since,  of  the  same  opinion  a 
With  Mr.  Rowan,  &c.  &c. !    But  egonut  mi    the  justice  and  policy  of  the  whole,  and  of 
4;giio8oo.    Conspiracies  and  treasons  aire  pri-    every  part  of  the  penal  system.    Too  and  I, 
Vfleged  pleasures,  not  to  be  profaned  by  the     and  every  body,  must  now  and  then  ply  aid 
ini|Mire  and  unhalbwed  touch  of  papists.    In-     bend  to  the  occasion,  and  take  what  can  bepL 
deed,  all  this  will  do  perhaps  well  enough  with    But  very  sure  I  am,  that  whilst  there  reoini 
detachments  of  dismounted  cavalry,  and  fen-     in  the  law  any  principle  whatever,  which  cm 
cibles  fixMn   England.    But  let  us  not  say  to    furnish  to  certain    politicians  an  racose  ibr 
catholics,  by  way  (^  cargumera,  that  they  are    raising  an  opinion  of  their  own  importance,  u 
to  be  kept  in  a  degraded  state,  because  some    necessary  to  keep  their  fellow  subjects  in  aider, 
of  them  are  no  better  than  many  of  us  pro-     the  obnoxious  people  will  be  fretted,  haramd, 
testants.   The  thing  I  most  disliked  in  some  cl[    insulted,  provoked  to  discontent  and  disorder, 
their  speedies  (those  I  mean  of  the  catholics)     and  practically  excluded  from  the  partial  id- 
was  y^iMt  ia  called  the  spirit  of  liberality,  so     vantages  from  which  die  letter  of  the  law  doei 
much  and  so  diligently  taught  by  the  ascend-     not  exclude  them. 

ants,  by  which  they  are  made  to  abandon  their        Adieu !  my  dear  sir,  and  believe  me  nrf 
own  particular  interests,  and  to  merge  them  in     truly 

the  general  discontents  of  the  country.   It  gave  Yours,        

me  no  pleasure  to  hear  of  the  dissolution  of        Beaoonsfield,  EDMUND  BURKE 

the  committee.  There  were  in  it  a  majority,  to    May  26, 1795. 
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MT  DBAK  sow,  oxorcised,  and  who  wish    to  continoe  dnt 

Wb  are  all  again  assembled  in  town,  to  (oppression,  that  I  have  had  to  struggle  witiiia 

finish  the  last,  but  the  most  laborious  of  the  this  long  labour.    As  your  fiuherhu  done,  yoa 
tadcs  whidi  have  been  imposed  upon  me  during    must  make  enemies  <^  many  of  the  rich,  of 

my  parliamentary  service.    We  are  as  weU  the  proud,  and  <^  the  powwiiiL    I  and  yos 

as,  at  our  time  of  life,  we  can  expect  to  be.  began  in  the  same  way.    I  most  coofcit, 

We  have  indeed  some  moments  of  anxiety  that  if  our  place  was  of  our  choice,  I  coold 

about  you.  You  are  engaged  in  an  undertaking  wiih  it  had  been  your  lot  to  begin  the  career 

similar  in  its  principle  to  mine.    You  are  of  your  life  with  an  ondeavoor  to  render  sona 

engaged  in  the  relief  of  an  oppressed  people,  more  moderate,  and  less  invidious  service  to 

In  that  service  you  must  necessarily  excite  the  public.    But  being  engaged  in  a  great  uH 

the  same  sort  of  passions  in  those  who  have  critical  work,  I  have  not  the  least 
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jon  htahg  hitherto  done  your  duty  u  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  whole,  ihooU 

yon.    If  I  had  not  an  assurance  not  not,  by  the  operation  of  the  nme  selfish  and 

•ft  be  aba^ayfixMn  the  character  of  your  mind,  nairow  principles,  teadi  the  pawsm  who  ad- 

I  dioald  be  satisfied  oa  that  point,  by  the  cry  minister  in  that  government  to  prefer  their  own 

ihat  is  raised  against  you.    If  you  had  be-  particular,  but  well  understood  private  interest, 

haved,  as  they  call    it,  discreetly,  that   is,  to  the  false  and  ill  calculated  private  interest 

faintly  and  treacherously,  in  the  execution  of  of  the   monopolizing    company  they  belong 

your  trust,  you  would  have  had  for  a  while  to.    Eminent  characters,  to  be  sure,  ovemile 

the  good  word  of  all  sorts  of  men ;  even  of  places  and  circumstances.    I  have  nothing  to 


ci"  those  whose  cause  you  had  betrayed ;  say  to  that  virtue  vHiich  shoots  up  in  full  force 

and  vdiilst  your  favour  lasted,  you  might  have  by  the  native  vigour  of  the  seminal  principle, 

coined  that  false  reputation  into  a  true  and  in  spite  of  the  adverse  soil  and  climate  that  it 

solid  interest  to  yourself.    This  you  are  well  grows  in.    But,  speaking  of  things  in  their 

apprized  of;  and  you  do  not  refuse  to  travel  ordinary  course,   in  a  country  of  monop<dy 

tihat  beaten  road  from  an  ignorance,  but  from  there  can  be  no  patriotism.   There  may  be  a 

a  contempt  of  the  objects  it  leads  to.  party  spirit — ^but  public  spirit  there  can  be 

When  you  choose  an  arduous  and  slippery  none.    As  to  a  spirit  of  liberty,  stiH  less  can  it 

path,  God  forbid  that  any  weak  feelings  of  my  exist,  or  any  thing  like  it.    A  Hberty  made  up 

declhiing  age,  which  caills  for  soothings  and  (^penalties!  a  liberty  made  ofiBCS4)acitie8!  a 

supports,  and  which  can  have  none  but  from  liberty  made  up  of  exclusion  and  proscription, 

you,  should  make  me  wish  that  you  should  ccntinued  for  ages,  of  four-fifths,  peihaps,  of 

abandon  what  you  are  about,  or  should  trifle  the  inhabitants  of  all  ranks  and  fortunes !  la 

with  it    In  this  house  we  submit,  though  what  does  such  liberty  differ  firom  the  descrip- 

with  troubled  minds,  to  that  order  which  has  tion  of  the  most  shocking  kind  of  serviUide? 
connected  all  great  duties  with  toils  and  with        But  it  will  be  said,  in  that  country  some 

perils,  which  has  conducted  the  road  to  glory  pe<^le  are  free— why  this  is  the  very  deecrip- 

through  the  regions  of  obloquy  and  reproach,  tion  of  despotism.    Partial  freedom  ii  privif 

and  whidi  will  never  suffer  the  disparaging  lege  and  prerogmtive,  and  not  UberU/.   Liberty, 

alliance  of  spurious,  false,  and  fugitive  praise,  such  as  deserves  the  name,  is  an  honest, 

with  genuine  and  permanent  reputation.    We  equitable,  diffusive,  and  impartial  principle, 

know,  that  the  power  which  has  settled  that  It  is  a  great  and  enlarged  virtue,  and  not  a 

CNrder,  and  subjected  you  to  it,  by  placing  you  sordid,  selfish,  and  illilw'ral  vice.    It  is  the 

in  the  situation  you  are  in,  is  able  to  bring  portion  of  the  mass  of  the  citizens  ;  and  not 

you  out  of  it,  with  credit  and  with  safety.  His  the  haughty  license  of  some  potent  individual, 

wiU  be  done.    All  must  come  right     You  w  some  predominant  faction, 
may  open  the  way  with  pain,  and  under  re-         If  any  thing  ought  to  be  despotic  in  a 

preach.    Odiers  will  pursue  it  with  ease  and  country,  it  is  its  govermnent;  because  there  is 

with  applause.  no  cause  of  constant  operation  to  make  its  ycke 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  pride  and  passion,  unequaL    But  the  dmninioa  of  a  party  must 

and  that  sort  <^  zeal  for  religion,  which  never  continually,,  steadily,  and  by  its  very  essence, 

shows  any  wonderful  heat  but  when  it  afflicts  lean  up<Mi  the  prostrate  description.    A  consti- 

and   mortifies  our  neighbour,  will  not  let  the  tion  formed  so  as  to  enable  a  party  to  ova> 

ruling  description  perceive  that  the  privilege  rule  its  very  government,  and  to  overpower  the 

for  which  your  clients  contend,  is  very  nearly  people  too,  answers  the  purposes  neither  of 

as  much  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  refuse  it,  government  nor  of  fireedom.    It  compels  that 

as  those  who  ask  it.    I  am  not  to  examine  into  power,  which  ought,  and  often  would  be,  di^ 

the  charges  that  are  daily  made  on  the  ad-  posed  eqiially  to  protect  the  subjects,  to  &il  in 

ministration  of  Ireland.    I  am  not  qualified  to  its  trust,  to  oounteract  its  purposes,  and   to 

say  how  much  in  them  is  cold  truth,  and  how  become  no  better  than  the  instrument  of  the 

mudi  rhetorical  exaggeration.    Allowing  some  wrongs  (^  a  faction.    Some  degree  of  influence 

ibundation  to  the  complaint,  it  is  to  no  purpose  must  exist  in  all  governments.    But  a  govern* 

chat  these  people  allege  that  their  government  ment  which  has  no  interest  to  please  the  body 

is  a  job  in  its  administration.    I  am  sure  it  of  the  people,  and  can  neither  support  them, 

is  a  job  in  its  constitution ;  nor  is  it  possible  nor  with  safety  call  for  their  support,  nor  is  oC 

a  scheme  of  polity  which,  in  total  exclusion  of  power  to  sway  the  domineering  &ctioQ,  can 

Ihe  body  of  the  community,  confines  (with  little  only  exist  by  corruption ;  and  taught  by  <hak 

or  DO  regard  to  their  rank  or  condition  in  life)  monopolizing  party  which  usurps  the  title  and 

to  a  certain  set  of  favoured  citizens  the  rights  qualities  of  the  public,  to  consider  the  body  off 
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die  people  ae  oak  of  the  eonethnrioB,  tfaej  will    nocb  findier  dwii  ihs  ptiiiugi  dDowid  Ig^ 
those  who  are  in  it  in  the  hjbt  m    Horace.    It  ie  nora  fieml  (iriffiam.  Tla 


which  they  dK>oee  to  oootider  tbemeetres.    proteetaBt  aaeeadaney 

The  whole  relatioa  of  government  and  of  free-     an  inflnenoe  obtained  faj  rirtBe,  by  loie, « 


dom  will  be  a  battle  or  a  traffic.  even  by  artifice  and  sedoetioB ;  fol  as  littleu 

This  system,  in  its  real  nature,  and  onder     influence  derived  fittm  the  neans  by  wladi 


its  proper  appellations,  is  odious  and  unna-  ministers  have  obtained  an 

tnral,  especially  when  a  constitution  is  adnutr-  might  be  called,  withoat  stxmining,  an 

ted,  which  not  only,  as  all  constitutions  do  dam^  m  public  asBemblies  in  Tgag^nH,  tfait  ii, 

proCess,  has  a  regard  to  the  good  of  the  mul-  by  a  liberal  distribatioo  of  placea  and  peasiov, 

titude,  but  in  its  theory  makes  profession  o(  and  other  graces  of  goveraraent.    T&  Imi'n 

their  power  also.    But  of  late,  this  scheme  of  wide  indeed  of  the  signification  of  the  wad. 

tiieirs  has  been  new  christened — honeatum  m>-  New  aaeendanqf  is  the  old  nasterriup.   It  is 

men  imfomtur  vUio.    A  word  has  been  lately  neither  morenor  lees  than  the  resolotianoffliB 

•truck  in  the  mint  of  the  castle  of  Dublin ;  set  of  people  in  Ireland,  to  eonrider  thcmMlwi 

thence  it  was  conveyed  to  the  Tholsel,  or  as  the  sole  dtizew  in  the  ooonnonwealth;  aal 

City-hall,  where  having  passed  the  touch  of  to  keep  a  dominion  over  the  rest  by  ledndif 

the  corporation,  so  refl^MMCtaUy  stamped  and  them  to  absokrte  alaviery,  ondw  a  waSStuj 

vouched,  it  soon  became  current  in  paiiiament,  power ;  and  thus  fiwtified  in  their  power,  to 

and  was  carried  back  by  the  speaker  of  the  divide  the  poblio  estate,  which  is  the  ressitof 

bouse  of  commons  in  great  pomp,  as  an  ofler-  general  contribution,  as  a  militaiy  booty,  soUf 

ing  of  homage  from  whence  it  came.    The  among  themsdves. 

word  SB  aaeendamy :  It  is  not  absdutely  new.  The  poor  word  ascendanqr,  so  aoA  tai  m»- 

But  the  sense  in  which  I  have  hitherto  seen  it  ledious  in  its  sound,  so  leniUve  and  esMffieit 

used,  was  to  signify  an  influence  obtained  over  in  its  fint  usage,  is  now  cmpioyed  to  oovtr  to 

die  minds  of  some  other  person  by  k)ve  and  the  worid,  the  moet  rigid,  and  perhaps  not  dn 

reverence,  or  by  superiour  management  and  moat  wise,  of  al  plans  <^  policy.    The  wad 

dexteri^.    It  had,  therefiM-e,  to  this  its  promo-  is  large  enough  in  its  comprehenaaoa.  I  camMt 

tion,  no  more  than  a  moral,  not  a  civil  or  conceive  what  mode  of  oppression  in  civil  Ufe^ 

political  use.    But  I  admit  it  is  capable  of  or  what  mode  of  rsligious  pMrseention,  mayDOt 

being  so  applied ;  and  if  the  lord  mayor  of  oome  within  the  methods  of  preserving  to 

DnbUn,  and  the  speaker  of  the  Irish  parlia^  emendanejf.    In  plain  old  English,  as  Aey 

ment,  who  recommend  the  preservation  of  the  upply  it,  it  signifies  pride  and  dommkn  ob  the 

protestant  ascendancy,  mean  to  employ  the  one  part  of  the  rdation,  and  on  the  ether  m^ 

word  in  that  sense,  that  ii,  if  th^  understand  aerviencj/  qnd  eoniempt—tLod  it  signifies  noduag 

bv  it  the  preservation  of  the  influence  of  that  else.    The  old  words  are  as  fit  to  be  set  to 

description  of  gentlemen  over  the  catholics  by  music  as  the  new;  but  use  has  long  rinee 

means  of  an  authority  derived  fitwn  their  wis-  affixed  to  them  their  true  signifioatitMi,  aad 

dem  and  virtue,  and  from  an  opinion  they  raise  they  sopind,  as  the  other   will,  luudily  aad 

in  that  people  of  a  pious  regard  and  affection  odioudy  to  the  moral  and  intelligent  ean  of 

for  their  freedom  and  happiness,  it  is  impos-  mankind. 

sible  not  to  commend  their  adoption  of  so  S4>t  a  This  ascendancy,  by  being  a  pnleelad 
term  into  the  family  of  politics.  It  may  be  ascendancy,  does  not  better  it  firom  the  oom- 
truly  said  to  enridi  the  language.  Even  if  the  blnatioa  of  a  note  er  two  more  in  this  anti- 
lord  mayor  and  speaker  mean  to  insinuate  that  harmonic  sc^e.  If  proteiAant  ascendant 
diis  influence  is  to  be  obtained  and  held  by  means  the  proscription  from  citizenship  of 
flatteruig  their  people,  by  nmnaging  them,  by  by  far  the  major  part  c^  the  people  of  ai^ 
skilfully  adapting  themselves  to  the  humours  country,  then  protestant  asc^endancj  is  a  bad 
and  passions  of  those  whom  they  woidd  govern,  thing ;  and  it  ought  to  have  no  existence.  Bat 
he  must  be  a  very  untoward  critic  who  would  there  ia  a  deeper  evil.  By  the  use  that  is  M 
cavil  even  at  this  use  of  the  word,  though  fi-ecjuently  made  of  the  term,  and  the  poli^ 
such  cajoleries  would  perhaps  be  more  pru-  which  is  engrafted  on  it,  the  name  proteHant 
dently  practised  than  professed.  These  are  all  becomes  nothing  more  or  better  than  the  name 
meanings  laudable,  or  at  least  tolerable.  But  of  a  persecuting  faction,  with  a  relation  «f 
when  we  k>ok  a  little  more  narrowly,  and  com-  some  sort  of  theological  hostility  to  others,  bm 
pare  it  with  the  plan  to  which  it  owes  its  without  any  sort  cS*  ascertained  tenets  of  ili 
present  technical  application,  I  find  it  has  ovm,  upon  the  ground  of  which  it  persecntM 
Mrayed  fiir  fixmi  its  original  sense.    It  goes  other  men ;  for  the  patrona  of  this  piaHwtii^ 
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•■eendtiiey  neither  do  nor  can,  by  any  thing  world.    They  know,  that  to  enjoy  this  coneo* 

poekiya,  define  or  describe  what  they  mean  by  lation,  men  must  believe  their  religion  upon 

die  woitl  protestant.  It  is  defined,  as  Cowley  some  principle  or  other,  whether  of  education 

definoB  wit,  not  by  what  it  is,  but  by  what  it  is  habit,  theory,  or  authority.    When  men  are 

BDt.    It  is  not  the  Christian  religion  as  pro-  driven  from  any  of  those  principles  on  which 

feased  in  the  churches  holding  communion  they  have  received  religion,without  embracing  ' 

with  Rome,  the  maj<Hity  of  Christians ;  that  is  with  the  same  assurance  and  cordiality  aame 

■U  which  "m  the  latitude  of  the  term  is  known  other  system,  a  dreadful  void  is  left  in  their 

nboot    its  signification.    This  mak«i  such  minds,  and  a  terrible  shock  is  given  to  their 

persecutors  ten  times  worse  than  any  of  that  morals.   They  lose  their  guide,  their  comfort^ 

deemptkm  that  hithoto  have  been  Imown  in  their  hope.    None  but  Uie  most  cmet  and 

the   world.    The   old  persecutors,  Aether  hard-hearted  of  men,  who  had  banished  aM 

pagan  or  Chrkrtian,whetherArian  or  orthodox,  natural  tenderness  fi^  their  minds,  sodi  as 

aiiether  Catholics,  Anglicans,  or  Cahrinists,  those  beings  of  iron,  the  atheists,  could  bring 

■etoally  were,  or  at  least  had  the  decorum  to  themsdvesto  any  persecution  Uke  this.  Stranga 

pretend  to  be,  strong  dogmatists.    They  pre-  it  is,  but  so  it  is,  that  men,  driven  by  force  fnxn 

tsodad  that  their  reUgious  maxims  were  clear  their  habits  in  one  mode  of  religion,  have  by 

and  asoeitained,  and  so  useful,  that  they  were  contrary  habits,  under  the  same  force,  often 

boond,  for  the  eternal  ben^t  of  mankind,  to  quietly  settled  in  another.    They  suIkmh  their 

defend  or  diflfiise  them,  though  by  any  sacri-  reas<n  to  declare  in  favour  of  their  necessity. 

fioas  of  the  temporal  good  of  those  who  were  Man  and  his  c(»iscieace  cannot  always  be  at 

die  objects  of  their  system  oi  experiment.  war.     If  the  first  races  have  not  been  able  to 

Tlie  botUnn  of  this  theory  of  persecution  is  make  a  pacification  between  the  c<»scienoa 

folse ;  it  is  not  permitted  to  us  to  saorifice  the  and  the  convenience,  their  descendants  coma 

tenoporal  good  of  any  body  of  men  to  our  own  generally  to  submit  to  the  violence  of  the  laws, 

ideas  ofthe  truth  and  fiilsehood  of  any  religious  widiout  violence  to  thenr  minds.    As  thing* 

opimons.    By  making  men  miserable  in  this  stood  formerly,dieyposse8sedaposi<tu«  schema 

life,  they  comrteract  one  of  the  great  ends  of  of  directi(»,  and  of  consolation.    In  this  bmr 

charity ;  whidi  is,  in  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  nay  acquiesce.    The  harsh  methods  in  use 

make  men  happy  in  every  period  of  their  with  the  old  class  (^persecutors,  were  to  make 

existence,  and  most,  in  what  most   depends  converts,  not  apostates  (Mily.  If  th^  perversely 

open  us.     But,  give  to  these  old  persecutors  bated  <^er  sects  and  faction8,they  loved  their 

their  mistakoi  principle,  in  their  reasoning  own  inordinately.    But  in  this  protestant  per« 

tliey  are  consistent,  and  in  their  tempers  they  secution,  there  is  any  thing  but  benevolence  at 

ittay  be  even  kind  and  good-natured.     But  work.   What  do  the  Irish  statutes  ?   They  do 

whmever  a  faction  woukl  render  millions  of  not  make  a  c<Hiformity  to  the  e$tabUshed  reli- 

liankind  miserable,  some  millions  ofthe  race  gion,  and  to  its  doctrines  and  practices,  the 

oa-existent  with  themselves,  and  many  millions  condition  of  getting  out  of  servitude.   No  such 

in  their  succession,  without  knowing  or  so  thing.  Let  three  inillionofpeople  but  abandon 

moch  as  pretending  to  ascertain  the  doctrines  idl  that  tfiey  and  their  ancestors  have  been 

of  their  own  school,  (in  which  there  is  much  taught  to  believe  sacred,  and  to  forswear  it 

of  the  lash  and  nothing  of  the  lesson,)  the  pcMidy  in  terms  the  most  degrading,  aeur- 

errours  which  the  persons  in  eudi  a  faction  rikns,  and  indecent,  for  men  of  integrity  and 

ftn  into  are  not  those  that  are   natural  to  virtue,  and  to  abuse  the  wMe  of  their  former 

famnan  imbecility,  nor  is  tiie  least  mixture  lives,  and  to  slander  the  education  they  have 

dfmistaken  kindness  to  maridnd  an  kigredient  received,  and  nothing  more  is  required  of  them, 

in  the  severities  they  inflict.    The  whole  There  is  no  system  of  f<41y,  or  impiety,  or 

is  uotfiing  but  pure  and  perfect  malice.    It  is  blasphen^,  or  atheioai,  into  which  they  may 

indeed  a  perfection  in  that  kind  belonging  to  not  throw  themselves,  and  which  they  may  net 

beings  of  an  higher  order  than  man,  and  to  profess  openly  and  as  a  syst^n,  oensistaat}^ 

them  we  ought  to  leave  it.  with  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  priviiegea  of  a 

Tins  kind  of  persecutors,  ^nthout  zeal,  with-  £"00  citizen  w  the  haziest  constiliitioa  in  tha 

out  chari^,  know  well  enough  that  religion,  to  world. 

pass  by  all  questions  ofthe  truth  or  falsehood         Some  of  the  uriiappy  assertors  of  Ihia 

of  any  of  its  particular  systems,  (a  matter  I  strange  scheme  say,  they  are  not  pwsecators 

abandon  to  the  theologians  on  all  sides,)  is  a  on  account  of  religion.   In  the  first  place,  they 

aoorco  of  great  comfort  to  us  mortals,  in  this  say  what  is  not  true.    For  what  else  do  they 

^nr  ihert  but  tedious  jooxney   thrcHigh  the  disfiranchise  tiie  peoplef    If  tha  nai  gall  rli 
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of  a  rdigion,  through  which  their  malice  ope*  of  men  at  this  day?  If  eyef  the  dmreh  ui 

rates,  he  gets  rid  of  all  their  penalties  and  the  constitution   of  En^and  diould  fiA  ii 

incapacities  at  <Hice.    They  never  afterwards  these  islands  (and  they  will  &11  togedur)  it 

inquire  about  him.    I  speak  here  of  their  pre-  is   not   presbyterian   discipline,  nor  papidi 

texts,  and  not  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  transaco  hierard^,  that  will  rise  upon  their  ruins. .  ft 

tion,  in  which  religious  bigotry,  I  apprehend,  wiQ  not  be  the  church  of  Rome,  nor  tfae 

has  little  share.    Every  man  has  his  taste;  churchofScotland-^~nor  the  church  of  Lather, 

but  I  think,  if  I  were  so  miserable  and  undone  nor  the  church  of  Calvin.    On  the  oontraij, 

as  to  be  guilty  of  premeditated  and  continued  all  these  churches  are  menaced,  and  meosoed 

violence  towards  any  set  of  men,  I  had  rather  alike.    It  is  the  new  fanatical  rdigioo,  sov 

that  my  conduct  was  supposed  to  arise  fitxn  in  the  heat  <^  its  first  ferment,  of  the  ri^ 

wild  conceits  conconing  their  religious  ad-  ci  man,  which  rejects  all  establishments,  d 

vantages,  than  from  low  and  ungenerous  mo-  discipline,  all  ecclesiastical,  and  in  truth  ail 

tives  relative  lo  my  own  selfish  interest.    I  civil  order,  which   will  triimiph,  and  wfaidi 

had  rather  be  thought  insane  in  my  charity  will  lay  prostrate   your  church;  which  will 

than  rational  in  my  malice.     This  much,  my  destroy  your  distinctions,  and  which  wifl  pot 

dear  son,  I  have  to  say  of  this  protestant  per-  all  your  properties  to  auction,  and  dispem 

secution ;   that  Lb,  a  persecution  of  religion  you  over  the  earth.    K  the  present  eitablislH 

itself.  ment  should  fall,  it  is  this  religion  which  wiU 

A  very  great  part  of  the  mischiefs  that  vex  triumph  in  Ireland  and  in  England,  as  it  has 

the  worid,  arises  from  words.    People  soon  triumphed  in  France.     This  religion,  whidi 

forget  the  meaning,  but  the  impression  and  laughs  at  creeds  and  dogmas  and  confessioaB 

the  passion  remain.    The  word  protestant  is  <^  faith,  may  be  fomented  equally  amoag  aD 

the  charm  that  locks  up  in  the  dungeon  of  descriptions,  and  all  sects ;  among  nonuDil 

servitude  three  millions  of  your  people.    It  catholics,  ajid  among  nominal  churchmeo; 

is  not  amiss  to  consider  this  spell  of  potency,  and  among  those  dissenters  who  know  littls 

this  abracadabra,   that  is  hung    about   the  and  care  less,  about  a  presbytery,  ot  any  of 

necks  <^  the  unhappy,  not  to  heal,  but  to  com-  its  discipline,  or  any  of  its  doctrine. 

municate  disease.    We  sometimes  hear  of  a  Against  this  new,  this  growing,  this  exter- 

protestant  religion^  frequently  of  a  [urotestant  minatory  system,  all  these  churches  have  t 

taterea^.    We  hear  of  the  latter  the  most  fi-e*  common  concern  to  defend  themselves.    How 

quently,  because  it  has  a  positive  meaning,  the  enthusiasts  of  this  rising  sect  rejoice  to 

The  other  has  none.    We  hear  of  it  the  most  see  you  of  the  old  churches  play  their  gaoie, 

fi'equently,  because  it  has  a  word  in  the  phrase,  and  stir  and  rake  the  cinders  of  animosities 

which,  well  or  ill  understood,  has  animated  to  sunk  in  their  ashes,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 

persecution   and   oppression  at  all  times  in-  execution  of  their  plan  for  your  common  rain! 

finitely  more  than  sdl  the  dogmas  in  dispute  I  suppress  all  that  is  in  my  mind  about  the 

between  religious  factions.    These  are  indeed  blindness  of  those  of  our  clergy  who  will  shot 

well  formed  to  perplex  and  torment  the  intel-  their  eyes  to  a  thing  which  glares  in  such 

lect ;  but  not  half  so  well  calculated  to  inflame  manifest  day.    If  some  wretdies  among  an 

the  passions  and  animosities  <^  men.  indigent  and  disorderiy  part  of  the  populaee 

I  do  readily  admit,  that  a  great  deal  of  the  raise  a  riot  about  tythes,  there  are  of  these 

wars,  seditions  and  troubles  of  the  world,  did  gentlemen  ready  to  cry  out,  that  this  is  sa 

fermeriy  turn  upon  the  contention  between  in^  overt  act  of  a  treasonable  conspiracy.    Hero 

Ure$l$  that  went  by  the  names  of  protestant  the  bulls  and  the  pard^s,  and  the  crusade  and 

and  catholic.  But  I  imagined  that  at  this  time  the  pope,  and  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  are 

no  one  was  weak  enou^  to  believe,  or  impu-  every  where  at  work.     There  is  a  |dot  to 

dent  enough  to  pretend,  that  questions  of  popish  bring  in  a  foreign  power  to  destroy  the  diurcfa. 

and   protestant  opinions  or  interest  are  the  Alas !  it  is  not  about  popes,  but  about  potatoee^ 

things  by  which  men  are  at  present  menaced  that  the  minds  of  this  unhappy  people  aire 

with  crusades  by  foreign  invasion,  or  with  agitated.    It  is  not  from  the  spirit  of  zeal,  but 

■editions  which  shake  the  foundations  of  the  the  spirit  cf  whiskey,  that  these  wretdies  act 

state  at  home.    It  is  long  since  all  this  com-  Is  it  then  not  conceived  possible  that  a  poor 

bination  of  things  has  vanished  from  the  view  clown  can  be  unwilling,  afier  paying  three 

of  intelligent  observers.    The  existence  of  pounds  rent  to  a  gentleman  in  a  brown  coat,  to 

qmte  another  system  of  opinions  and  interests  pay  fourteen  shillings  to  one  in  a  black  ooit, 

is  now  plain  to  the  grossest  sense.    Are  these  for  his  acre  of  potatoes,  and  tumultuously  to 

4i»  queiitions  that  raise  a  flame  in  the  minds  desire  some  modification  of  the  chaige,  with« 
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QOt  being  mppoaed  to  have  no  other  motive  yet  to  you  I  will  say,  in  justice  to  my  oim 
dmn  a  firantic  zeal  ibr  being  thus  douUe-taxed  sentiments,  that  not  one  of  those  zealots  lor  a 
to  anothar  set  of  landholders,  and  another  set  protestant  interest,  wishes  more  sincere^  than 
of  priests?  Have  men  no  sel^interest?  No  I  do,  perhaps  not  half  so  sincerely,  (or  the 
avarice?  No  repugnance  to  public  imposts?  support  of  the  established  church  in  both  these 
Have  they  no  sturdy  and  restive  minds  ?  No  kingdoms.  It  is  a  great  link  towards  hddiag 
oadiaciplined  habits?  Is  there  nothing  in  the  &8t  the  connection  of  religion  with  the  state: 
wbicAe  mob  of  iitegular  passions,  whidi  might  and  for  keeping  these  two  islands,  in  their 
pfec^itate  some  of  the  common  people,  in  present  critical  independence  of  constitotioa, 
■one  placeei  to  quarrel  with  a  legal,  because  in  a  close  connection  of  opinion  and  q^ectkm, 
IImj  feel  it  to  be  a  burthenscnne  imposition?  I  wish  it  well,  as  the  religion  of  the  greater 
Aecording  to  these  goitlemen,  no  offence  can  number  of  the  primary  land  proprietors  of  die 
be  coinmitted  by  papists  but  fixxn  zeal  to  their  kingdom,  with  whom  all  estaJblishments  of 
wiliginn.  To  make  room  ibr  the  vices  of  ohi^ch  and  state,  fi>r  strong  political  reasons, 
papists,  diey  clear  the  house  of  all  the  vices  ought  in  my  opinion  to  be  ftrmly  connected.  1 
of  meo.  Some  of  the  common  people  (not  wish  it  well,  because  it  is  more  dosely  gooh 
one  however  in  ten  thousand)  commit  disor-  bined  than  any  other  of  the  diurch  systems 
ders.  Well !  punish  them  as  you  do,  and  as  with  the  croton,  which  is  the  stay  of  the  mixed 
you  ought  to  punish  them  for  their  violence  constituticm ;  because  it  is,  as  things  now 
against  the  just  pn^erty  of  each  individual  stand,  the  sole  connecting  poUticai  principle 
clergyman,  as  each  individual  suffers.  Sup-  between  the  constituticms  of  the  two  inde- 
port  the  injured  rector  or  the  injured  impro-  pendent  kingdoms.  I  have  another,  ind  in- 
priator  in  the  enjoyment  of  die  estate,  of  finitely  a  stronger  reason  for  wishing  it  weO ; 
which  (Aether  on  die  best  plan  or  not)  the  it  is,  that  in  the  present  time  I  consider  it  as 
laws  have  put  him  in  possession.  Let  the  one  oftfae  main  pillars  ofthe  Christian  religion 
crime  and  the  punishment  stand  upon  their  itself.  The  body  and  substance  of  every  re- 
own  bottom.  But  now  we  ought  all  of  us,  ligion  I  regard  much  more  than  any  erf*  the 
deigymen  most  particularly,  to  avoid  assign-  forms  and  dogmas  of  the  particular  sects.  Its 
ing  another  cause  of  quarrel,  in  order  to  infuse  fall  would  leave  a  great  void,  which  nodiing 
a  new  source  of  bitterness  into  a  dispute,  else  of  which  I  can  form  any  distinct  idea 
which  personal  feelings  on  both  sides  will  of  might  fill.  I  respect  the  catholic  hierardiy, 
themselves  make  bitter  enou^,  and  thereby  and  the  presbjrterian  republic.  But  I  kmm 
involve  in  it,  by  religious  descriptions,  men  that  the  hope,  or  the  fear  of  establishing  either 
who  have  individually  no  share  whatsoever  in  of  them,  is  in  these  kingdoms  equally  diifme- 
dwse  irregular  acts.  Let  us  not  make  the  rical,  even  if  I  preferred  one  cr  the  other  of 
malignant  fictions  of  our  own  imaginations,  them  to  the  establishment,  which  certainly  I 
heated  with  fiictious  controversies,  reasons  for  do  not. 

keeping  men  that  are  neither  guihy,  nor  jusdy  These  are  some  of  my  reasons  f<Nr  wishing 

suspected  of  crime,  in  a  servitude  equally  disho-  the  support  of  the  church  of  Ireland  as  by  law 

Bourable  and  unsafe  to  religion,  and  to  the  state,  established.  These  reasons  are  founded  as  well 

When  men  are  ccmstantly  accused,  but  know  <»i  the  absolute  as  on  the  relative  situation  of 

diemselves  not  to  be  gmlty,  they  must  na-  that  kingdom.    But  is  it  because  I  k>va  the 

toralfy  abhor  their  accusers.    There  is  no  church,  and  the  king,  and  the  privileges  ci 

^aracter,  yrhen  malignantly  taken  up  and  parliament,  that  I  am  to  be  ready  for  any 

deliberately  pursued,  whkh  more  naturally  violence,  or  any  injustice,  or  any  absurdity  in 

ascites  indignation  and  abhorrence  in  man-  the  means  of  suppcMling  any  of  diese  powers, 

kind ;  especially   in   that   part  of  mankind  or  aU  of  them  together  ?  Instead  d  prating 

whi<^  suffers  firom  it.  about  protestant  ascendencies,  protestant  par- 

I  do  not  pretend  to  take  pride  in  an  extrava-  liaments  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  think  at  last 

gant  attachment  to  any  sect.    Some  gende-  of  becoming  patriot  parliaments, 

men  in  Ireland  affect  that  sort  of  glory.    It  The  legislature  of  Ireland,  like  all  legisla- 

is  to  their  taste.    Their  piety,  I  take  it  for  tures,  ought   to  frame  its  laws  to  suit  the 

granted,  justifies  the  fervour  of  their  zeal,  and  people  and  the  circumstances  of  the  countrr, 

may  palliate  the  excess  of  it.   Being  myself  no  and  not  any  longwr  to  make  it  their  whoM 

more  than  a  common  layman,  commonly  in-  business  to  force  the  nature,  the  temper,  and 

fermed  in  controversies,  leading  only  a  very  the  inveterate  habits  of  a  nation,  to  a  omh 

commcsi    life,  and    having  only  a  common  formity  to  speculative    systems,  oonoerning 

dtixoD's  interest  in  die  church  or  in  die  state,  any  kind  of  laws.    Ireland  has  tn  sstthlirftio 
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fovemmeiit,  and  a  religion  legally  estobliihed,  to  property,  or  any  other  qiodifietiion,  fiw  il 

which  are  to  be  preserved.    It  has  a  people  coonectiaa  with  tho  popular  frnptmrtttrnd 

who  are  to  be  presenred  too,  and  to  be  led  by  the  kingdom? 

reason,  principle,  sentiment  and  interest,  to        As  to  religioB,  it  haa  nothing  at  aH  t»  ds 

acquiesce  in  that  government.    Ireland  is  a  with  the  procxeding.    Liberty  is  neC  sacrifiodi 

country  under  peculiar  circumstances.    The  to  a  zeal  for  reiigion  ;  bat  a  seal  fiv  leligia 

people  of  Ireland  are  a  very  mixed  people;  and  is  pretended  aad  aasunsed,  to  deatroy  lib«ty. 

the  quantities  of  the  several  ingredirats  in  the  The  catholic  religion  im  ooopleiely  free.  Il 

mixture  are  very  much  disproportioned  to  each  has  no  establMhment;  bat  it  is  >ecnpiiafd,p» 

other.    Are  we  to  govern  this  mixed  body  as  if  mUted,  and  in  a  degree  prateeted  hy  tiie  Ism. 

it  were  composed  of  the  most  simple  elements.  If  a  man  is  satisfied  to  be  a  slave,  he  may  bet 

comprehending  the  whole  in  one  system  of  papist  with  perfect  impanity.     He  mmj  nf 

benevolent  legislation ;  or  are  we  not  rather  to  mass,  or  hear  it,  as  he  pleases ;  but  he  ■■! 

ptxyvide  for  the  several  parts  according  to  the  consider  himself  as  an  outlaw  firon  the  BritiA 

varioos   and    diversified   necessities  of  the  ooostitutioa.     If  the  constitntional  Kbertjr  of 

heterogeneous  nature  of  the  mass?  Would  not  the  subject  were  not  the  thing  aimed  at,  tM 

common  reason  and  common  honesty  dictate  direct  reverse  course  would  be  takea.    Tin 

to  us  the  pdicy  of  regulating  the  people  in  the  frandiise  would  have  been  permitted,  and  dn 

several  descriptions  of  which  they  are  com-  mass  exterminated.    Bat  the  conscieaee  of  • 

posed,  according  to  the  natural  ranks  and  man  left,  and  a  tenderness  for  it  hypocrificii^ 

classesof  an  orderly  civil  society,  under  a  com-  pretended,  is  to  make  it  a  trap  to  catch  Ul 

mon  protecting  sovereign,  and  under  a  form  of  liberty. 

ooastituti<Hi  favourable  at  once  to  authority  and        So  mudi  is  this  the  design,  that  the  violait 

to  freedom ;  such  as  the  British  constitution  partizans  c(  this  scheme  fiuriy  take  up  all  ikt 

boasts  to  be,  and  such  as  it  is,  to  those  who  maxims  and  arguments,  as  well  as  the  pn» 

enjoy  it  ?  tices  by  which  tyranny  has  forfeited  itself  « 

Yon  have  an  ecclesiastical  establishment,  all  times.    Trusting  wholly  in  their  strength 

which,  though  the  religion  of  the  prince,  and  and  power  (  and  upon  tkia  they  reekoa,  m 

o(  roost  of  the  first  class  of  Isoded  proprietors,  always  ready  to  strike  iHherewer  they  mik  t» 

is  not  the  religion  of  the  major  part  of  the  in-  direct  the  storm)  they  abandon  aH  pretext  of 

habitants,  and  which  consequently  does  not  the  general  good  of  the  commoaity.    Thiy 

answer  to  them,  any  one  purpose  of  a  religious  say,  that  if  the  people,  under  any  given  BMdi» 

establishment.     This   is  a  state  of  things  fication,  obtain  Uie  smallest  portion  or  psitide 

whkh  no  man  in  his  senses  can  call  perfectly  of  constitutional  fireedom,  it  vriH  be  impssBihls 

happy.    But  it  is  the  state  of  Ireland.    Two  for  them  to  hok)  their  property.    They  t^  oi, 

hundred  years  of  experiment  show  it  to  be  un-  that  they  act  only  on  tlie  de^aanvB.    They  la- 

alterable.    Many  a  fierce  struggle  has  passed  form  the  public  of  Europe,  that  their  estilei 

between  the    parties.     The   result    is — ^you  are  made  up  of  forfeitures  and  eoafiseatioBi 

cannot  make  the  people  protestants — and  they  firom  the  natives: — that  if  the  body  of  psopto 

cannot  shake  off  a  protestant  government,  obtain  votes,  any  nundwr  of  votes,  honevtr 

This  is  what  experience  toadies,  and  what  all  small,  it  will  be  a  step  to  the  choice  of  aesi- 

raea  of  sense,  of  aU  descriptions,  know.     To-  hers  d*  their  own  religion : — that  the  house  d 

day  the  question  is  this — are  we  to  make  the  ooounons,  in  spite  of  the  influence  of  nia^ 

best  of  this  situation,  which  we  cannot  alter  ?  teen  parts  in  twenty  of  the  landed  interest  nam 

The  question  is— shall  the  condition  of  the  in  their  hands,  will  be  composed,  in  the  whole, 

body  of  the  people  be  alleviated   in  other  or  in  far  the  major  part,  of  pa|Hsls ;  that  tkit 

things,  on  account  of  their  necessary  suffering,  popish  house  of  commons  will  instantly  pant 

from  their  being  subject  to  the  burthens  of  two  law  to  omfiscate  all  their  estates,  whidi  it  w3 

religious  establidmients,  fi-om  one  of  which  not  be  in  their  power  to  save,  even  by  cntflring 

they  do  not  partake  the  least,  living  or  dying,  into    Ihat  pettish   party  themselves,  bet  Ml 

Mther  of  instruction  or  of  consolation ;  or  shall  there  are  prior  claimants  to  be  satisfied  >-dMl 

it  be  aggravated  by  stripping  the  people  thus  as  to  the  bouse  of  lords,  though  neither  pa^M 

loaded,  of  every  thing  whidi  might  support  nor  protestants  have  a  riiare  in  Meeting  lbeB^ 

and  indemnify  them  in  this  state,  so  as  to  leave  the  body  d*  the  peerage  will  be  so  oUigisg 

them  naked  of  every  sort  of  right,  and  of  and  disinterested,  as  to  fiUl  in  with  this  eUsr- 

every  name  of  franchise ;  to  outlaw  them  from  minatory  scheme,  which  is  to  foHeit  aH  thor 

the  constitution,  and  to  cut  off  (perhaps)  three  estates,  the  largest  part  of  the  kingdom :  aai| 

■■iUaH  of  plebeian  subjects,  without  reference  to  crown  all,  that  his  majeaty  will  pn  Hi 
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cheerful  assent  to  thia  ceaseless  act  of  at-  The  public  of  England  the  other  day  acted  in 
fainder  of  his  innocent  and  faithfiil  protestant  this  manner  towa^  Lord  Newburg,  a  cattK^ 
■oliiects ; — that  they  will  be,  or  are  to  be  left,  lie.  Though  the  estate  had  been  vested  by 
wilhoiit  boose  or  land,  to  the  dreadful  resource  law  in  the  greatest  of  the  public  darities,  they 
of  lirmg  by  their  wits,  out  of  which  they  are  hare  given  him  a  pension  from  his  confisca- 
•Iready  firightened  by  the  apprehension  of  this  tion.  They  have  gone  further  in  other  cases, 
apoliation  with  which  they  are  threatened  .^«  On  the  last  rebellion  in  1745,  in  Scotland, 
that  tiierefore  they  cannot  so  much  as  listen  to  several  forffsitures  were  incorr^.  They  had 
mnj  arguments  drawn  from  equity,  or  from  been  disposed  of  by  pariiament  to  certain  laud- 
national  or  constitutional  policy:  the  sword  is  able  uses.  Parliament  reversed  the  method 
at  their  throats  *,  beggary  and  famine  at  their  which  they  had  adopted  in  Lord  Newburg's 
door.  See  what  it  is  to  have  a  good  look  out,  case,  and  in  my  opinion  did  better ;  they  gave 
and  to  see  danger  at  the  end  of  a  siirfficiently  the  forfeited  estates  to  the  successors  of  the 
long  perspective!  forfeiting  proprietors,  chargeable  in  part  with 

This  is  indeed  to  speak  plain,  though  to  the  uses.    Is  this,  or  any  thing  like  this  a^ed, 

■peak  nothing  very  new.    The  same  thing  in  favour  of  any  human  creature  in  Ireland  ? 

has  been  said  in  all  times  and  in  all  languages.  It  is  boun^ ;  it  is  charity ;  wise  bounty  and 

The  language  of  tyranny  has  been  invariable  ;  politic  diarity  ;  but  no  man  can  claim  it  as  a 

die  general  good  is  inconsistent  with  my  pei^  right    Here  no  such  thing  is  daimed  as  right, 

aonal  safe^.    Justice   and  liberty  seem   so  or  begged  as  charity.    The  demand  has  an 

aterming  to  fhese  gentlemen,  that  they  are  object  as  distant  from  all  considerations  of  this 

not  ashamed  even  to  slander  their  own  titles ;  sort,  as  any  two  extremes  can  be.    The  peo- 

to  cakramiate,  and  call  in  doubt  their  right  to  pie  desire  the  privileges  inseparably  annexed, 

flieir  own  estates,  and  to  consider  themselves  since  magna  cbarta,  to  the  fiwehold  which 

as  novel  disseizors,  usurpers,  and  intruders,  they  have  by  descent,  or  obtain  as  the  fruits 

radier  tfian  lose  a  pretext  for  becoming  <^pre»-  of  their  industry.    They  call  for  no  man's 

■on  of  their  feUow  citizens,  whom  they  (not  estates ;  they  desire  not  to  be  dii^MXisessed  of 

I)  choose  to  describe  themselves  as  having  their  own. 

robbed.  But  this  melancholy  and  invidious  title  is  a 

Instead  of  patting  diemselves  in  this  odious  fitvourite  (and  like  favourites,  always  of  the 

point  of  light,  one  would  think  they  would  least  merit)  with   diose  who  possess  every 

wish  to  let  lime  draw  his  oblivious  veil  over  other  title  upon  earth  along  with  it.    For  this 

tte  unpleasant  modes  by  which  lordships  and  purpose,  they  revive   the  bitter  memory  of 

demesnes  have  been  acquired  in  theirs,  and  every  dissention  which  has  torn  to  pieces  their 

almost  in  all  other  countries  upon  earth.    It  miseraUe  country  for  ages.    After  what  has 

might  be  imagined,  that,  when  die  sufferer  (if  passed  in  1782,  one  would  not  think  that  de- 

a  snflerer  exists)  had  forgot  the  wrong,  they  coram,  to  say  nothing  of  policy,  would  permit 

would  be  pleased  to  forget  it  too ;  that  they  them  to  call  up,  by  magic  charms,  the  grounds, 

wodid  permit  tiie  sacred  name  <^  possession  to  reasons,  and  principles  of  those  terrible,  con- 

Mand  in  the  pbce  of  the  melancholy  and  fiscatory,  and  exterminatory  periods.    They 

OBpleasant  title  of  grantees  of  confiscation ;  would  not  set  men  upon  calling  from  the  quiet 

wUdi,  though  firm  and  valid  in  law,  surely  sleep  of  death  any  Samuel,  to  ask  him,  by 

■Krits  die  name  that  a  great  Roman  jurist  what  act  of  arbitrary  monarchs,  by  what  in- 

ffpre  to  a  title  at  least  as  rtiMd  in  his  nation,  as  quisitions  of  corrupted  tribunals,  and  tmrtured 

eoi^Mation  wooM  be  either  in  his  or  in  ours: —  jurors ;  by  what  fictitious  tenures,  inv^ited  to 

TMatu  ei  bietuosa  nuxeuh,  dispossess  whole  unoflTending  tribes  and  their 

fikidi  is  the  situation  of  every  man  who  chieftains !    They  would  not  conjure  up  the 


in  upon  the  rain  of  another — his  sue-     ghosts  fhmi  the  rains  of  castles  and  churdiesi 
eeeding,  under  this  circamstance,  is  truHs  et    to  tell  for  what*  attempt  to  straggle  for  the  in- 


mteeesth.    If  it  had  been  the  fate  of  dependence  of  an  Irish  legislature,  and  to 

■by  gentleman  to  profit  by  the  ocHifiscation  of  raise  armies  of  volunteers,  without  regular 

Ui  neighbour,  one  would  think  he  would  be  commissions  firom  the  crown,  in  support  of  that 

■Hre  disposed  to  give  him  a  valuable  interest  independence,  the  estates  of  the  old  Iridi  no- 

onier  him  in  his  land ;  or  to  allow  him  a  pra-  bility  and  gentry  had  been  confiscated.  They 

■ion,  as  I  understand  oae  worthy  person  has  would  not  wantonly  call  on  those  phantoms,  to 

dooe,  widiout  fear  or  iqiprehension  that  his  tell  by  what  English  acts  of  parliament,  forced 

lenefolence  to  a  rained  family  would  be  con-  upon  two  reluctant  kings,  the  lands  of  their 

•nmed  into  a  recognition  of  the  forfeited  title,  country  were  put  141  to  a  mean  and  seandakMis 
Vot.  II.— 28 
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aoctioii  in  ereiy  goldmiith's  shop  in  London;  bed,  and  persecuted  peq>le,  and  which  were 

or  chopped  to  pieces,  and  cut  into  rations,  to  afterwards  cruelly  rerenged  in  the  ezecutios, 

paj  the  mercenary  soldiery  of  a  regicide  usur-  and  as  outrageously  and  shamefully  exaggerate 

per.    They  would  not  be  so  fond  of  titles  ed  in  the  representation,  in  order,  an  hundred 

under  .Cromwell,  who,  if  he  avenged  an  Irish  and  fifty  years  after,  to  find  scune  colour  ftr 

rebellion  against  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  justifying  them  in  the  eternal  proscription  ml 

parliament  of  England,  had  himself  rebelled  civil  excommunication  <^  a  whcde  peofde. 
against  the  very  parliament  whose  sovereignty         Let  us  come  to  a  later  period  of  thoseooo* 

be  asserted,  fuU  as  much  as  the  Irish  nation,  fiscations,  with  the  menuMy  of  which  dwpo* 

whush.  he  was  sent  to  subdue  and  confiscate,  tlemen  who  triumph  in  the  acts  of  178S,  nt 

could  rebel  against  that  parliament,  or  could  so  much  delighted.    The  Irish  again  rdxbl 

rebel  against  the  king,  against  whom  both  he  against  the  En^ish  parliament  in  1688;  vd 

and  the  parliament  which  he  served  and  which  the  English  parliament  again  put  up  to  ale 

he  betrayed,  had  both  of  them  rebelled.  the  greatest  part  of  their  estates.    I  do  Mt 

The  gentlemen,  who  hold  the  language  of  presume  to  defend  the  Irish  for  this  rebeffioi; 

the  day,  know  perfectly  well,  that  the  Iri^  in  nor  to  blame  the  English  parliament  for  tkii 

1641  pretended  at  least,  that  they  did  not  rise  confiscation.    The  Irish,  it  is  true,  did  aot 

against  the  king^  nor  in  fact  did  they,  what-  revolt  firom  King  James's  power.    He  tines 

ever  constructions  law  might  put  upon  their  himself  upon  their  fideli^,  and  they  supported 

act.    But  full  surely  they  rebelled  against  the  him  to  the  best  of  their  feeble  power.   Bedie    ^ 

authority  of  the  parliament  of  England,  and  crime  of  that  obstinate  adherence  to  an  aUi* 

they  openly  professed  so  to  do.     Admitting  cated  sovereign  against  a  prince  whom  Ae 

(I  have  now  no  time  to  discuss  the  matter)  the  parliaments  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  bad  i» 

enormous  and  unpardonable  magnitude  of  this  cognized,  what  it  may,  I  do  not  mean  to  ]» 

their  crime,  they  rued  it  in  their  persons,  and  tify  this  rebelli(m  more  than  the  former.  It 

in  those  of  their  children  and  their  grand-  might,  however,  admit  some  palliation  in  dtfo. 

children,  even  to  the  fifth  and  six  generaticm.  In  generous  minds  some  small  degree  of  ooifr' 

Admitting,  then,  the  enormity  (^  this  unna-  passion  might  be  excited  for  an  errour,  when 

tural  rebellion,  in  favour  of  the  independence  they  were  misled,  as  Cicero  says  to  a  coo> 

of  Ireland,  will  it  follow,  that  it  must  be  aveng*  querour  quddam  specie  ei  simUitudine  padiyVi 

ed  for  ever  ?    Will  it  follow  that  it  must  be  veithout  a  mistaken  appearance  c£  duty,  and 

avenged  on  thousands,  and  perhaps  hundreds  for  which  tho  gai\ty  have  suffered  by  exile 

of  thousands  of  those  wh<Mn  they  can  never  alnxMui,  and  slavery  at  home,  to  the  extent  of 

trace,   by  the    labours   of  the    most  subtle  their  folly  or  their  ofience.    The  best  cak» 

metaphysician  of  the  traduction  of  crimes,  (m:  lators  compute  that  Ireland  lost  two  hundred 

the  most  inquisitive  genealogist  of  proscription,  thousand  of  her  inhabitants  in  that  stnig^ 

to  the  descendant  of  any  one  concerned  in  that  If  the  principle  of  the  English  and  Scottoh 

nefarious  Irish  rebellion  against  the  parliament  resistance  at  the  revolution,  is  to  be  justiied,    ^ 

of  England.  (as  sure  I  am  it  is,)  the  submissicm  of  Ireland 

If,  however,  you  could  find  out  these  pedi-  must  be   somewhat  extenuated.    For  if  the 

grees  of  guilt,  I  do  not  think  the  difference  Irish  resisted  King  William,  they  resisted  hfli 

would  be   essential.    History  records  many  on  the  very  same  principle  that  the  EogliA 

things  which  ought  to  make  us  hate  evil  ac-  and  Scotch  resisted  King  James.    The  Irip 

tiooB ;  but  neither  history,  nor  morals,  nor  Cathdics  must  have  been  the  very  worst  aia 

policy,  can  teach  us  to  punish  innocent  men  on  the  most  truly  unnatural  of  rebels,  if  thej  fall 

that  account.    What  lesson  does  the  iniquity  not  supported  a  prince  whom  they  had  setf 

of  prevalent  factions  read  to  us?  It  ought  to  attacked,  not  for  any  designs  agsjnst  lii»ri^ 

lesson  us  into  an  abhorrence  of  the  abuse  of  our  ligion,  or  Ih&r  liberties,  but  for  an  extrcai 

own  power  in  our  own  day ;  when  we  hate  its  partisdity  for  their  sect ;  and  who,  &r  fin* 

excesses  so  much  in  other  persons  and  in  trespassing  on  t^etr  liberties   aind  properties 

other  times.    To  that  school  true  statesmen  secured  both  them  and  the  independeooa  d 

ought  to  be  satisfied  to  leave  mankind.    They  their  country,  in  much  the  same  manna  i^ 

ought  not  to  call  from  the  dead  all  the  discus-  we  have  seen  the  same  things  done  at  v 

sions  and  litigations  which  formerly  inflamed  period  of  1782 — ^I  trust  the  last  revdutioa  B 

the   furious  factions    which   had  torn  their  Ireland. 

country  to  pieces ;  they  ought  not  to  rake  into        That  the  Irish  parliament  of  King  Janei 

the  hideous  and  abominable  things  which  were  did  in  some  particulars,  though  feeUy,  imitili 

done  in  the  turbulent  fury  of  an  injured,  rob-  the  rigour  which  had  been  used  toiranb  ^ 
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Jnah,   is  true  enough.     Blameable   enough  law  of  nature  itself,  and  is  indeed  the  original 

they  were  for  what  they  bad  done,   though  ground  of  all  known  property ;  for  ail  property 

mder  the  greatest  possible  provocation;  I  shall  in  soil  will  always  be  traced  back  to  that 

sever  praise  oxifiscations  or  counter-confisca-  source,  and  will  rest  there.    The  miserable 

tkms  as  long  as  I  live.    When  they  happoi  natives  of  Ireland,  who,  ninety-nine   in  an 

by  necessity,  I  shall  think  the  necessity  la-  hundred  are  tormented  with  quite  other  cares, 

mentdi^e  and  odious :  I  shall  think  that  any  and  are  bowed  down  to  labour  for  the  bread 

dung  done  under  it  ought  not  to  pass   into  of  the  hour,  are  not,  as  gentlemen  pretend, 

•precedent,  or  to  be  adopted  by  choice,  or  to  plodding  with  antiquaries  for  titles  of  centuries 

'■froduce   any  of  those  shocking  retaliations  ago  to  the  estates  of  the  great  lords  and  squires, 

.^iriiich  never  suffer   dissentions  to   subside,  for  whom  they    labour.    But  if  they   were 

Least  of  all  would  I  fix  the  transitory  spirit  thinking  of  the  titles  which  gentlemen  labour 

'«f  civil  fury,  by  perpetuating  and  methodizing  to  beat  into  their  heads,  where  can  they  bot- 

it  in  tyrannic  government.    If  it  were  per-  torn  their  own  claims,  but  in  a  presumption 

■otted  to  argue  with  power,  might  one  not  ask  and  a  proof  that  these  lands  had  at  some  time 

gentlemen,  whether  it  would  not  be  been    possessed   by  their  ancestors?    These 

natural,  instead  of  wantonly   mooting  gentlemen)    for   they   have    lawyers   among 

questions  concerning  their  property  as  them,  know  as  well  as  I,  that  in  Engldnd  we 

•i£  it  were  an  exercise  in  law,  to  found  it  on  have  had  always  a  prescription  or  limitation, 

-die  solid  rock  of  prescription ;  the  soundest,  as  all  nations  have,  against  each  other.    The 

fte  most  general,  and  the  most  recognized  crown  was  excepted;   but  that  exception   is 

-title  between  man  and  man  that  is  known  in  destroyed,  and  we  have  lately  established  a 

.■Hinicipai  or  in  public  jurisprudence?  a  title,  sixty  years*  possession  as  against  the  crown. 

ii  which  not  arbitrary  institutions,  but  the  All  tiUes  terminate  in  prescription ;  in  which 

•tmial  order  of  things  gives  judgment ;  a  title  (differently    from  time  in    the  fabulous  in- 

ji&ich  is  not  the  creature,  but  the  master  of  stances)  the  son  devours  the  father,  and  the 

|autive  law;  a  title  which,  though  not  fixed  last  prescription  eats  up  all  the  former. 

m  its  traoi  is  nx^ed  in  its  principle,  in  the  ^sf***** 
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IMBAR  SIR,  before  he  left  me  for  ever,  that  he  spoke  with 

^'  Iir  the  reduced  state  of  body,  and  in  the  considerable  earnestness  on  this  very  subject. 

dbjected  state  of  mind,  in  which  I  find  myself  Ifl  had  needed  any  incentiyes  to  do  my  best 

It  this  very  advanced  period  of  my  life,  it  is  a  for  freeing  the  body  of  my  country  from  the 

^tamit  consolaticHi  to  me  to  know,  diat  a  cause,  grievances  under  which  they  labour,  this  alone 

I  ever  have  had  so  very  near  my  heart,  is  would  certainly  call  forth  all  my  endeavours. 

'  'fldwn  op  by  a  man  of  your  activity  and  The  person  who  succeeded  to  the  govem- 

'Itieiits.  ment  of  Ireland  about  the  time  of  that  afflicting 

^    It  is  very  true  that  your  late  friend,  my  ever  event,  had  been  all  along  of  my  sentiments 

''~^-  and  honom^  son,  was  in  the  highest  and  your's  upon  this  subject;  and  far  from 

solicitous  about  the  final  event  of  a  needing  to  be  stimulated  by  me,  that  incom- 

I,  which  he  also  had  pursued  for  a  long  parable  person,  and  those  in  whom  he  strictly 

'time  with  infinite  zeal,  and   no  small  degree  confided,  even  went  before  me  in  their  reso- 

fif  soocess.    It  was  not  above  half  an  hour  lution  to  pursue  the  great  end  of  government, 

I    ^  „                              ,  .                   .     ,  the  satisfaction  and  concord  of  the  people,  with 

*  For  some  account  of  the  manuscript  from       ,  ,/.       .,  ■, ^j     t  «„„„^* 

Which  this  leuer  is  printed,  see  the  introauclory  ^*«>se  welfare  they  were  diarged     I  cannot 

letters  P*  309.  "^^  ^  thuoi  on  the  causes  by  which  this  great 
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|flM  of  policy,  10  iMnifcirty  beagfirid  t»  htA  V*"^ 
kinffifi,  hu  been  dffe>ttd. 

Yoor  bbwuIm  with  regwd  to  ae  Hm 
■upparing  that  I  did  not, 
WBS   in   Afiutioo,   ■trooglj    and 

fepTMenl  to  seTeral  of  bit  majflstj'g  miDisten,  either 

to  whom  I  could  have  the  mom  ready  nciii  which  I 

the  true  elate  of  Ireland,  and  the  miacfaiefr,  of 

fHiich  sooner  or  later  most  ariie,  from  au^  expected 

jeetinf  the  mait  of  the  people  to  the  capriciooi  mcj 

and  iotereeted  dominatioa  ci  ao  exceediiig  I  was  stifl 

small  (actioQ  and  its  depeodeociea.  fmrtl  HedtmT* 

Thai  represeotatioo   was   made  the  hurt  There  is  w»  hope  far  Ike  body  of  ihe  psifb 

lime,  or  very  neariy   the  last  time,  that  I  of  Irebnd,  as  loag  aa  ihoee,  wfaeania  pssv 

have  ever  bad  the  hoooor  of  seeing  thaae  with  you,  shaMmalri  ittf>epelehiectrflWr 

ministers.    I   am  so  far  from  baring   any  policy  to  propagate  an  epinisB  oa  this  ail  tf 

credit  with  Uiem  on  this,  or  any  other  pub-  the  watCT,  that  the  atiaaB  of  thev 

lie  matters,  that  I  have  reason  to  be  certain,  are  not  to  be  trasted  \rf  their 

if  it  were  known  that  any  person  in  oCce  that  die  only  hold  w^uA  EnglHMl 

in  Ireland,  from   the  highest  to  the  lowest,  Irebnd,  consists  in  iwiiaisisi^  a 

were  influenced  by  my  opinions  and  disposed  small  nmnber  of  gaitl« 

to  act  upon  them,  such  an  one  would  be  in-  of  a  monopoty  of  that 

stantly  turned  out  of  his  empbyment.    Ton  has  disgusted  many  odwn 

have  formed,  to  my  person  a  flattering,  yet  in  and  dissenters, 

truth  a  very  erroneous  opinion  of  my  power  As  to  those,  who  oa  year  aide  aie  in  As 

with  tliose  who  direct  the  public  measures,  opposition  to  govenaKMt,  thej  are  oosifiSBd 

I  never  have  been  directly  or  indirectly  con-  of  persons,  several  of  vdmai  I  love  and  lefvt. 

suited  about  any  thing  that  is  done.     The  They  have  been  arilated  by  a  treateMt  M 

judgment  of  the  eminent  and  able  persons,  much  for  the  (ndinary  patience  of  maakiBd  to 

who   conduct  public  affairs,  is  undoubtedly  bear,  into  the  adoption  of  sdiemes,  arUch, 

superiour  to  mine :  but  seU^partialitj  induces  however  argumentatwefy  i^iecioas,  would  go 

almost  every  man  to  defer  something  to  his  |)racttca2fyto  the  inevitable  ruin  of  the  kingdoB. 

own.    Nothing  is  more  notoricMis,  than  that  I  The  opposition  always  connects  the  eaaaa- 

have  the  misfortune  of  thinking  that  no  one  pation  of  the  catholics  with  these  scheoMicf 

capital  measure  relative  to  political  arrange-  reformation:  indeed  it  makes  the  fbraMroafy 

ments,  and  still  less  than  a  new  military  plan  a  member  of  the  latter  [m>ject  The  genllemB, 

for  the  defence  of  either  kingdom,  in  this  who  enforce  that  o|^)osition,  are  in  my  opiM 

arduous  war,  has  been  taken  up  oa  any  other  playing  the  game  of  their  advenariei  wkh^ 

principle,  than  such  as  must  conduct  us  to  their  might ;    and  there  is  no  third  partf  ki 

inevitable  ruin.  Ireland  (nor  in  England  neither)  to  sepusii 

In  the  sate  of  my  mind,  so  discordant  with  things,  that  are  in  themselvea  so  distiiMt,  I 

the  tone  of  ministers,  and  still  more  discordant  mean  the  admittmg  people  to  the  beaefiti  d 

with  tho  tone  of  opposition,  you  may  judge  the  constitution,  and  a  change  in  the  frm  of 

what  degree  of  weight  I  am  likely  to  have  with  the  constitution  itselfl 

either  of  the  parties,  who  divide  this  kingdom;  As  every  one  knows,  that  a  great  put  «f 

even  though  I  were  endowed  with  strei^  of  the  constitution  of  the  Irish  boose  of  oooBMtf 

body,  or  were  possessed  of  any  active  situa-  was  formed,  about  the  year  1614,  ezpres^ 

tion   in  the   government,  whidi  might  give  for  bringing  that  boose  into  a  state  of  depcn' 

success  to  my  endeavours :  but  the  fact  is,  dence  ;  and  that  the  new  represetative  «ai  it 

since  the  day  of  my  unspeakable  calamity,  thi^  time  seated  and  inrtaUed  by  fores  vd 

except  in  tho  attentions  of  a  very  few  dd  and  violence ;  nothing  can  be  more  impolitic  tel 

compassionate  friends,  I  am  totally  out  of  all  for  those,  who  inosh  the  house  to  stand  oa  ili 

social  intercourse.    My  health  has  gone  down  present  basis,  (as,  for  one,  I  moat  sincsre^dih) 

verv  rapidly ;  and  I  have  been  brought  hither  to  make  it  appear  to  have  kept  too  nodi  *> 

with  very  foint  hopes  of  life,  and  enfeebled  to  principle  of  its  first  institution,  and  toooirtiflw 

sooh  a  degree,  as  those,  who  had  known  me  to  be  as  little  a  virtual,  as  it  is  an  acbal 

some  time  ago,  ooukl  scarcely  think  credible,  representative  of  the  commons.    It  is  the  di* 

Since  I  came  hither  my  sufferings  have  been  generacy  of  such  an  institution,  so  vkimt  9 
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iii  jHbe^,  tiMt  it  lo  be  wiaked  for.    If  men  and  would  talk  to  them  in  the  most  gentle  and 

.  hkW9  the  real  benefit  of  a  sympathetic  repre-  soothing  language  ;  for  refusal,  in  itoelf,  ii  not 

MMtiliniij  none  bot  those,  who  are  heated  and  a  verj  gracious   thing :   and,  unfortunately, 

ialoadcated  with  theory,  wiU  look  for  anj  other,  men  are  very  quickly  irritated  out  of  their 

Tfaie  sort  of  representation,  my  dear  sir,  must  principles.    Nothing  is  more  discouraging  to 

wlMlly  depend,  not  on  the  force  with  which  it  the  loyalty  of  any  descripticm  of  men,  than  to 

ii  liphekl,  but  upon  the  prudenoe  of  those  who  represent  to  them  that  their  humiliation  and 

Iwre  infloence  upon  it.    bideed,  without  some  8ul>jection  make  a  principal  part  in  the  fun- 

MMb  prudence  in  the  use  of  authority,  I  do  not  damental  and  invariable  policy  in^ich  regards 

know,  at  least  in  the  present  time,  how  any  the  conjunction  of  these  two  longdoms.    This 

^•frer  can  kxig  continue.  is  not  the  way  to  give  them  a  warm  interest 

tf  it  be  true  that  both  parties  Ire  carrying  /in  that  coi^unction. 
ihBgi  to  extremities  in  difterMit  ways,  the        My  poor  opinion  is,  that  the  closest  oon- 

•Ifect  which  you  and  I  have  in  common,  diat  necti<Hi  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is 

iito  say,  the  union  and  concord  of  our  country,  essential  to  the  well-being,  I  had  almost  said, 

en  tit  ham  of  the  actual  rtpreaentaJ^an^  without  to  the  very  being,  of  the  two  kingdoms.    For 

fkking  diose  evils  which  any  change  in  the  that  purpose,  I  humbly  conceive  that  the  whole 

Ann  of  our  legidature  must  inevitJ>ly  bring  of  the  superiour,  and  what  I  should  call  imperial 

«%  can  never  he  obtained.    On  the  part  of  the  politics,  ought  to  have  its  residence  here  ;  and 

Wfholicii  (that  is  to  say,  of  the  body  of  the  that  Ireland,  kx:ally,  civilly,  and  commercially 

pMple  of  die  kingdom)  it  ii  a  terrible  altem»-  independent,  ought  politically  to  look  up  to 

tiv»,  either  to  submit  to  the  yoke  of  declared  Great  Britain  in  all  matters  of  peace  or  of  war ; 

and  insnlting  «iemies,  or  to  seek  a  remedy  in  all  those  points  to  be  guided  by  her :  and,  in 

in  pbnging  themselves  into  the  horrours  and  a  word,  with  her  to  live  euad  to  die.  At  bottom, 

criniSB  of  that  jacolMninn,  which  unfortunately  Ireland  has  no  other  dioice ;  I  mean,  no  other 

Ii  moa  disagreeable  to  the  principles  and  incli-  rational  choice. 

MtMMM  of,  I  am  afiraid,  the  majority  of  what        I  think,  indeed,  that  Great  Britain  would 

w  call  die  protestants  of  Ireland.    The  pro-  be  ruined  by  the  separation  of  Ireland ;  but, 

iMlaBt  part  of  that  kingdom  is  represented  by  as  there  are  degrees  even  in  ruin,  it  would  &11 

tfM  govwnment  itself  to  be,  by  whole  counties,  the  most  heavily  on  Ireland.   By  such  a  sepa- 

ift  Mtfaing  less  than  open  rebellion.    I  am  sure  ration  Ireland  would  be  the  most  completely  un- 

Ihat  it  is  every  where  teeming  with  dangerous  done  country  in  the  workl ;  the  most  wretched, 

tBipiraqr.  the  most  distracted,  and,  in  the  end,  the  most 

I  bdieve  it  will  be  found,  that  though  the  desolate  part  of  the  habitable  gk>be.  Little  do 

friaciples  of  the  catholics,  uid  the  incessant  many  pe^e  in  Ireland  consider  how  much  of 

^■dsttfoars  of  their  clergy,  have  kept  them  its  prosperity  has  been  owing  to,  and  still  de- 

pom  being  generally  infected  with  the  systems  p^ds  upon,  its  intimate  connection  with  this 

.  trf  this  tine,  yet,  whenever  their  situation  kingdom.    But,  more  sensible  of  this  great 

IriilgB  them  nearer  into  contact  widi  the  jaco-  truth  than  perhaps  any  other  man,  I  have  never 

tin  protestants,  they  are  more  or  less  infected  conceived,  or  can  conceive,  that  the  connection 

'vith  their  doctrines.  is  strengthened  by  making  the  major  part  of 

It  is  a  matter  for  melancholy  reflection ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  your  countiy  believe  that 

I  am  MSy  convinced,  that  many  persons   in  their  ease,  and  their  satisfaction,  and  their 

beland  would  be  glad  that  the  catholics  should  equalization  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-sub- 

e  more  and  more  infected  with  the  jaco-  jects  of  Irelatid,  are  things  adverse  to  the 

adness,  in  order  to  furnish  new  argu-  principles  of  that  connection ;  or  that  their 

for  lOTtifying  them  in  their  monopoly,  subjection  to  a    smaU    monopolizmg   junto. 

On  any  other  gnMmd,  it  is  impossiUe  to   ao-  composed  of  one  of  the  smallest  of  their  own 

"" —  for  the  late  language  of  your  men  in  internal  factions,  is  the  very  condition  upon 

If  statesmen,  (let  me  suppose  for  which  the  harmony  of  the  two  kingdoms  essen- 

it,)  open  the  most  solid  political  prin-  tially  depends.    I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  this 

,  conceive  themselves  obliged  to  resist  principle,  or  something  not  unlike  it,  was  pub- 

tfM  wishes  of  the  for  more  numerous,  and,  as  licly  and  fidly  avowed  by  persons  of  great 

Al^ji  aland,  not  the  worse  part  of  the  com-  rank  and  authority  in  the  house  of  lords  in 

■Miritf,  one  wodd  think  they  would  naturally  Ireland.  / 

fat  their  refusal  as  much  as  possible  upon         As  to  a  participation  on  the  part  of^  the 

fipuiary  grounds;  and  that  they  wouM  act  catholics  in   the  privileges  and    capacities 

ifaem  in  the  most  conciliatory  manner,  which  are  withheU  without  meaning  wholly 


440  LETTER  ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  IRELAND. 

to  depreciate  their  importance,  if  I  bad  the  at  least  tolerated,  if  not  approved,    llie  w 

honour  of  being  an   Irish  catholic,   I  should  quiry  was  absolutely  rejected.    In  that  ctie, 

be  content  to  expect  satisfaction   upon   that  what  is  left  for  thme  who  are  abcuMkoed  li^ 

subject  with  patience,  until  the  minds  of  my  government,  but  to  join  with  the  persooB  iri* 

adversaries,  few  but  powerful,  were  come  to  a  are  capable   of  injuring  them   or  protediBg 

proper  temper;  because,  if  the  catholics  did  en-  them,  as  they  oppose  or  concur  in  their  de> 

joy  without  fraud,  chicane,  or  partiality,  some  signs  ?    This  will  produce  a  very  &tal  kind  of 

fair  portion  of  those  advantages  which  die  law,  union  among  the  pe<^le;  but  it  is  an  ODioi 

even  as  now  the  law  is,  leaves  open  to  them ;  which  an  unequal  administration  of  jorties 

and  if  the  rod  were  not  sh^en  over  them  at  tends  necessarily  to  produce. 

every  turn,  their  pres«it  condition  would  be  If  any  thing  could  astonish  one  at  tlnstnM^ 

tolerable ;  as  compared  with  their  former  con-  it  is  the  war,  that  the  rulers  in  Ireland  thnk  it 

dition,  it  would  be  happy.    But  the  most  fa-  proper  to  carry  on  against  the  person  whom  thtf 

vourable  laws  can  do  very  little  towards  the  call  the  pope,  and  against  all  his  adhereal% 

hi4>piness  of  a  people,  when  the  disposition  of  whenever  they  think  they  have  the  power  d 

the  ruling  power  is  adverse  to  them.    Men  manifesting  their  hostility.     Withoitf  id  Ai 

do  not  live  upon  blotted  paper.    The  favour-  least  derogating  from  the  talents  of  your  iho- 

able  or  the  hostile  mind  of  the  ruling  power  is  logical  politicians,  or  from  the  military  aUlitki 

of  far  more  imptxtance  to  mankind,  for  good  of  your  commanders  (who  act  on  the  MM 

or  evil,  than  the  black  letter  of  any  statute,  principles)  in  Ireland ;  and  without  derogtnif 

Late  acts  of  parliament,  whilst  they  fixed  at  from  the  zeal  of  either,  it  appears  to  me  tfait 

least  a  temporary  bar  to  the  hopes  and  pro-  the  protestant  directory  of  Paris,  as  statesmeo, 

gress  of  the  larger  description  of  the  nation,  and   the    protestant  hero,  Buonaparte,  as  t 

<^ned  to  them  certain  subordinate  objects  of  general,  have  done  more  to  destroy  the  saU 

equality  ;  but  it  is  impossible  that  the  people  pope  and  all  his  adherents,  in  aU  their  captp 

should  imagine  that  any  fair  measure  of  ad-  cities,  than  the  junto  in  Ireland  have  beenefir 

vantage  is  intended  to  them,  when  they  hear  abletoefiect.   You  must  submit  your ./inetf  to 

the  laws,  by  which  they  were  admitted  to  this  theirs,  and  at  best  be  contented  to  fonow,widi 

limited  qualification,  publicly  reprobated  as  ex-  songs  of  gratulation  or  invectives,  aocordinf  lo 

cessive  and  inconsiderate.    They  must  think  your  humour,  the  triumphal  car  of  those  grait 

that  there  is  a  hankering  after  the  old  penal  conquerours.    Had  that  true  protestant.  Hoik, 

and  persecuting  code.    Their  alarm  must  be  with  an  army  not  infected  with  the  riighteil 

great,  when  that  declaration  is  made  by  a  per^  tincture  of  popery,  made  good  his  landing  in 

son  in  very  liigh  and  important  office  in  the  Ireland,  he  would  have  saved  you  fitmi  a  great 

house  of  commons,  and  as  the  very  first  spe-  deal  of  the  trouble,  which  is  taken  to  keep 

cimen  and  auspice  of  a  new  government.  under  a  description  of  your  feUow-citixeDfr 

All  this  is  very  unfortunate.    I  have  the  obnoxious  to  you  from  their  religion.    It  woold 

honour  of  an  old  acquaintance,  and  entertain,  not  have  a  month's  existence,  supposing  his 

in  common  with  you,  a  very  high  esteem  for  success.    This  is  the  alliance,  which,  under 

the  few  English  persons  who  are  concerned  the  appearance  of  hostility,  we  act  as  if  wo 

in  the  government  of  Ireland ;  but  I  am  not  wished  to  promote.    All  is  well,  provided  we 

Ignorant  of  the  relation  these  transitory  minis-  are  safe  from  popery. 

ters  bear  to  the   more  settled   Irish  part  of  It  was  not  necessary  for  you,  my  dear  sir,  to 

your  administration.    It  is  a  delicate  topic,  explain  yourself  to  me,  (in  justification  of  voor 

upon  which  I  wish  to  say  but  little;  though  good  wishes  to  your  fellow-citizens,)  concerning 

my  reflections  upon  it  are  many  and  serious,  your  total  alienaticm  from  the  principles  of  die 

There  is  a  great  cry  against  English  influ-  catholics.    I  am  more  concerned  m  what  we 

once.    I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  Irish  influence  agree,  than  in  what  we  differ.    Tou  know  the 

that  dreads  the  English  habits.  impossibility  of  our    forming  any  judgmoit 

Great  disorders  have    long  prevailed   in  upon  the  opinions,  religious,  moral  or  political, 

Ireland.     It  is  not  long  since  that  the  catho-  of  those,  who  in  the  largest  sense  are  caHed 

lies  wore  the  suffering  party  from  those  dis-  protestants ;  at  least  as  these   opinions  and 

orders.    I  am  sure  they  were  not  protected  as  tenents  form  a  qualification  for  holding  any  chril 

the  case  required.    Their  sufferings  became  judicial,  military,  or  even  ecclesiastical  sitnap 

a  matter  of  discussion  in  parliament    It  pro-  tion.    I  have  no  doubt  of  the  orthodox  o(Niiiai 

duced  the  most  infuriated  declamation  against  of  many,  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  piofe^ 

them  that  I  have  ever  read.    An  inquiry  was  sing  the  ostaUished  religion  in  Irdand,  and  of 

moved  into  the  facts.    The  declamation  wag  many,  even  among  the  dissenters,  relative  to 
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tile  great  points  of  the  Christian  faith :  but  that  ing  a  qualification,  (which  his  friends  of  the 

Qfthodojcy  concerns  them  only  as  individtuiU,  directory  are  not  so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to 

Aa  a  qualification  for  employment,  we  all  know  effect,)  he  may  sit  in  parliament;  and  there  is 

diat  in  Ireland  it  is  not  necessary  that  they  no  doubt  that  there  is  not  one  of  your  tests 

idiould  profess  any  religion  at  all :  so  that  the  against  popery,  that  he  will  not  take  as  fairly, 

war  that  we  make  is  upon  certain  theological  and  as  much  ear  animOf  as  the  best  of  your 

tenets,  about  which  scholastic  disputes  are  car-  zealous  statesmen.    I  push  this  point  no  flir- 

ried  on  tsquo  Marie  by  controvertists,  on  their  ther ;  and  only  adduce  this  example  (a  pret^ 

side,,  as  able  and  as  learned,  and  perhaps  as  strong  one,  and  fully  in  point)  to  show  what  I 

well  intentioned,  as  those  are  who  fight  the  take  to  be  the  madness  and  foily  of  driving 

battle  OQ  the  other  part.    To  them  I  would  men,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  from 

leave  those  controversies.    I  would  turn  my  any  positive  religion  whatever,  into  the  irre- 

Bund  to  what  is  more  within  its  competence,  ligion  of  the  times,  and  its  sure  concomitant 

and  has  been  vame  my  study,  (though  for  a  principles  of  anarchy. 

OMii  of  the  world  1  have  thought  of  those  things,)  When  religion  is  brought  into  a  question  of 
I  mean  the  moral,  civil,  and  political  good  of  civil  and  political  arrangement,  it  must  be 
die  coontries  we  belong  to,  in  which  God  has  considered  more  politically  than  theologically, 
appointed  your  station  and  mine.  Let  every  at  least  by  us,  who  are  nothing  more  than 
Hian  be  as  pious  as  he  pleases;  and  in  the  way  mere  laymen.  In  that  light  the  case  of  the 
diat  he  pleases  ;  but  it  is  agreeable  neither  to  catholics  of  Ireland  is  peculiarly  hard,  whether 
piety  nor  to  policy  to  give  exclusively  all  man-  they  be  lai^  or  clergy.  If  any  of  them  take 
■er  of  civil  privileges  and  advantages  to  a  ne-  part,  like  the  gentleman  you  mention,  with 
ga&ve  rdigion, — such  is  the  protestant  without  s(»ne  of  the  most  accredited  protestants  of  the 
a  certain  creed ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  deny  country  in  projects,  which  cannot  be  more 
diose  privileges  to  men,  whom  we  know  to  abhorrent  to  your  nature  and  disposition  than 
agree  to  an  iota  in  every  one  pomdve  doctrine,  they  are  to  mine ;  in  that  case,  however  few, 
i^ich  all  of  us  who  profess  the  religion  author-  these  catholic  factions,  who  are  united  with 
itatively  taught  in  England,  hold  ourselves,  ac-  factious  protestants,  may  be ;  (and  very  few 
cording  to  our  faculties,  bound  to  believe.  The  they  are  now,  whatever  shortly  they  may  be- 
catholics  of  Ireland  (as  I  have  said)  have  the  come ;)  cm  their  account  the  whole  body  is  con- 
whole  of  our  posithe  religion ;  our  difierence  sidered  as  of  suspected  fidelity  to  the  crown, 
is  only  a  negation  of  certain  tenets  of  theirs,  and  as  wholly  undeserving  of  its  favour.  But 
If  we  strip  ourselves  of  that  part  of  catho-  if,  on  the  contrary,  in  those  districts  of  the 
licism,  we  abjure  Christianity.  If  we  drive  kingdom  where  their  numbers  are  the  greatest, 
them  from  that  holding  without  engaging  them  where  they  make,  in  a  manner,  the  whole  body 
in  some  other  positive  religion,  (which  you  of  the  people,  (as,  out  of  cities,  in  three-fourths 
know  by  our  qualifying  laws  we  do  not,)  what  of  the  kingdom  they  do,)  these  catholics  show 
do  we  better,  than  to  hold  out  to  them  terrours  every  mark  of  loyalty  and  zeal  in  support  of 
on  the  one  side,  and  bounties  on  the  other,  in  the  government,  which  at  best  looks  on  them 
&vour  of  that,  which,  for  any  thing  we  know  with  an  evil  eye;  then  their  very  loyalty  is 
to  the  contrary,  may  be  pure  atheism  ?  turned  against  their  claims.  They  are  repre- 
Tou  are  well  aware,  that  when  a  man  re-  sented  as  a  contented  and  happy  people ;  and 
Bounces  the  Roman  religion,  there  is  no  civil  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  any  thing  more  in 
inconvenience  or  incapacity  whatsoever,  which  their  favour.  Thus  the  factious  disposition  of 
riiall  hinder  him  from  joining  any  new  or  old  a  few  among  the  catholics,  and  the  loyalty  of 
sect  of  dissenters ;  or  of  forming  a  sect  of  his  the  whole  mass,  are  equally  assigned  as  reasons 
own  invention,  upon  the  most  antichristian  for  not  putting  them  on  a  par  with  those  pro- 
principles.  Let  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  obtain  a  testants,  who  are  asserted  by  the  government 
pardon,  (as  on  change  of  ministry  he  may,)  itself,  which  frowns  upon  papists,  to  be  in  a 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  him  from  sotting  up  state  of  nothing  short  of  actual  rebellion,  and 
a  church  olC  his  own  in  the  very  midst  of  you.  in  a  strong  disposition  to  make  common  cause 
He  is  a  natural-bom  British  subject.  His  with  the  worst  foreign  enemy,  that  these  coun- 
Frendi  citizenship  does  not  disqualify  him,  at  tries  have  ever  had  to-deal  wilii.  What  in  the 
least  upon  a  peace.  This  protestant  apostle  end  can  come  of  all  this  ? 
is  as  much  iU>ove  all  suspicion  of  popery,  as  As  to  tlie  Irish  catholic  clergy,  their  coodi- 
Ifae  greatest  and  most  zealous  of  your  sanhe-  tion  is  likewise  most  critical:  if  they  endeavour 
drim  in  Ireland  can  possibly  be.    Onpurchas-  by  their  influence  to  keep  a  dissatisfied  lai^ 
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fai  quiet,  thfey  are  m  dinger  of  losing  the  itveiyfiLiiitaiidiiidiBdnct;  aodiftfaiMiiiiv 

little  credit  thej  poesess,  by  being  considered  thing  like  a  formed  qotioii,  even  ttiat  aiaqiili 

as  the  instruments  of  a  government  adverse  to  to  no  more  than  a  sort  of  hanuBing,  tet  |» 

the  civil  interest  of  their  flock.     If  they  let  mains  on  their  ears,  of  the  buiden  of  ifaetU 

things  take  their  course,  they  wiU  be  repr^  song  about  popeiy.    Poor  souls,  they  aietvW 

sented  as  colluding  with  sediti<m,  or  at  least  pitied,  who  think  of  nothing  but  da^en  hs| 

tacitly  encouraging  it.    If  they  remonstrate  past  by,  and  but  little  of  the  perils  tM  fcbslif 

against  persecution,  they  propagate  rebellksi.  surround  them. 

Whilst  govemm^it  publicly  avows  hostility  I  have  been  bng,  but  it  is  abnost  a  aoM* 

to  that  people,  as  a  part  ot  a  regular  system,  sary  consequence  of  dictating,  aqd  iSatl  ly 

there  is  no  road  they  can  take  which  does  not  snatches,  as  a  relief  firom  p«ia  gives  |M  Ai 

lead  to  their  ruin.  means  of  expressing  my  sentiments.  Thej  c«i 

If  nothing  can  be  d<Hie  on  your  side  of  the  have  little  wei^t  as  coming  firom  sat ;  aidl 

vrater,  I  promise  you  that  nothing  will  be  done  have  not  power  enough  of  mind  or  bedjr  to 

here.    Whether  in  reality  or  only  in  appear-  bring  them  out  wUh  their  natural  fixce.  pit 

ance,  I  cannot  positively  determine ;  but  you  I  do  not  wish  to  have  it  concealed,  ^  I  m 

wiU  be  left  to  yourselves  by  the  ruling  powers  of  the  same  opinion  to  my  last  breath,  nUAl 

here.    It  is  tlMis  ostensibly  and  above-board ;  entertained  when  my  fiiculties  were  at  As 

and  in  part,  I  believe,  the  disposition  is  reaL  best ;  and  I  have  not  hekl  bax^  fiwn  ma  k 

As  to  the  peq»le  at  large  in  this  country,  I  am  power  in  this  kmgdom,  to  whom  I  have  ittf 

sure  they  have  no  di^osition  to  intermeddle  good  wishes,  any  part  of  my  sentiments  an  thv 

in  your  affairs.    They  mean  you  no  ill  what-  melancholy  subject,  so  long  as  I  had  neaastf 

ever ;  and  they  are  too  ignorant  of  the  state  oC  access  to  persons  of  their  ooosideratkB. 
your  affiurs  to  be  able  to  do  you  any  good. 

Whatever  opinioD  they  have  on  your  siS>ject  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
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times  in  the  house  of  conunons.    It  appears,  *""*  professions  qf  civil  law  and  physic,  ami 

from  the  state  of  his  MS.  papers,  that  he  had  ^^* »  P^°i/y^8  *».  ^  refieuerf  from  «i6«cry-. 

designed  to  publish  some  of  the  Speeches,  *Mw»to  the  thirty-nine  artMcUs^  as  reqwrtd  hg 

which  he  delivered  in  those  discussions,  and  *^  ^'"^  of  uniformity* 

with  that  view  had  preserved  the  following 

FRAOifEifTS   and  detached  Notes;   which  ***•  speaker, 

are  now  given  to  the  public,  with  as  much  }   shoitld    not   trouble  the   house  upoo 

order  and  connection  as  their  imperfect  coo-  ^^  question,  if  I  could  at  all  acquiesce  in 

dition  renders  them  capable    of  receiving.  ™*'^7  ^  ^®  arguments,  or  justify  the  vote  I 

The  speeches  on  the   Middlesex  election: 

«i  shortening  the  duration  of  parUaments:  on  ^!.'^^®^T'!!u*T^^?'^^''P*?!l2S®^ 

*k^.M^»->T7«L                 *  *i      •         T"  distinguished  atthc  time  by  the  name  of  *TheFea. 

the  wform  of  the  representation  m  parliament ;  thers^'avem  Associadon;'  from  the  place  m\Mf 

on  the  blU  for  explaining  the  power  of  juries  their  meetings  were  usually  heUL    Their  p^ 

in  prosecutions  for  libels ;  and  on  the  repeal  of  ''^'^  ^^  presented  on  the  6th  of  Febraary,lTn  i 

the  marriage  act,  were  found  in  the  same  im-  SiS- w^Sl'l?^"^^-!?  1*5^S^'\5?  ^^^^?^A 

nerfert  >r«tA  """•  was  negatived  on  a  division.  In  which  Mr. 

penect  siaie.  3^,^^  ^^j^  j^^  ^1^^  majority,  by  217  againatTl. 
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liba^  give  c^KNi  several  of  the  reasons  which  There  are,  Mr.  Speaker,  besides  these  pre- 

|pM  been  varged  in  favour  of  it.    I  should  judices  and  animositieS|  which  I  would  have 

irisnil  be  very  much  coaconed,  if  I  were  wholly  removed  from  the  debate,  things  more 

to  be  influenced  to  that  vote  by  those  regularly  and  argumentatively  urged  against 


$gmamMiia.  the  petition,  which,  however,  do  not  at  all 

In  particular,  I  do  most  exceedingly  con-  appear  to  me  conclusive. 
4evHi'aIl  such  arguments  as  involve  any  kind  First,  two  honourable  gentlemen,  one  near 
ef  flection  oa  the  personal  character  of  the  me,  the  other  I  think  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Mtttlemeo,  who  have  brought  in  a  petition  so  house,  assert,  that  if  you  alter  her  symbols, 
(jectot  in  tke  style  cf  it,  and  so  constitutional  you  destroy  the  being  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
bk  the  node.    Besides  the  unimpeachable  in-  land.    This,  for  the  sake  of  the  liberty  of  that 
tagrity  and  pie^  of  many  of  the  promoters  of  church,  I  must  absolutely  deny.    The  church, 
tfus  petition,  which  render  those  aspersions  as  like  every  body  corporate,  may  alter  her  laws 
Idle  as  they  are  unjust,  such  a  way  of  treating  without  changing  her  identity.    As  an  inde- 
tte  Mitiyect  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  pendent  church,  prdessing  faJlibility,  she  has 
fewm  the  attention  of  the  house  from  Uio  merits  claimed  a  right  of  acting  without  the  woaeDi 
«f  the  petition,  the  only  thing  properly  before  of  any  other  ;  as  a  church,  she  claims,  and 
IV,  aad  which  we  are  sufficiently  competent  to  has  always  exercised,  a  right  of  reforming 
i^feei4e  upon,  to  the  motives  of  the  petitioners,  whatever  appeared  amiss  in  her  doctrine,  her 
iriudi  belong  exclusively  to  the  grea^  searcher  discipline,  or  her  rites.  She  did  so,  when  she 
of  hearts.  shook  off  the  papal  supremacy  in  the  reign  of 
We  all  know  that  those  who  k>U  at  their  Henry  VIII.  which  was  an  act  of  the  body 
ease  in  high  dignities,  whether  of  the  church  of  the  English  church,  as  well  as  of  the  state, 
er  of  the  state,  are  commonly  averse  to  all  (I  don't  inquire  how  obtained.)    She  did  so, 
reformation.    It  is  hard  to  persuade   them  when  she  twice  changed  the  liturgy  in  the 
that  there  can  be  any  thing  amiss  in  establish-  reign  of  King  Edward,  when  she  then  esta- 
■loite,  which  by  feeling  experience  they  find  blished  articles  whidiwere  themselves  a  varia- 
to  be  so  very  comfortable.    It  is  as  true  that  tion  firom  fonaer  professions.    She  did  so, 
fiom  the  same  selfish  motives,  those  who  are  when  she  cut  ofi*  three  articles  from  her  ori- 
itruggling  upwards  are  apt  to  find  every  thing  ginal  fixty-two,  and  reduced  them  to  the  pre^ 
wroog  and  out  of  order.    These  are  truths  sent  thirty-nine ;  and  she  certainly  would  not 
iqpon  one  side  and  on  the  other;  and  neither  lose  her  corporate  identity,  nor  subvert  her 
on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  in  argimient,  are  fundamental  principles,  though  she  were  to 
they  worth  a  farthing.    I  wish  therefore  so  leave  ten  of  the  thirty-nine  which  remain  out 
much  had  not  been  said  upon  these  ill-chosen,  of  any  future  confession  of  her  faith.    She 
and  worse  than  illpchosen,  these  very  invidious  would  limit  her  corporate  powers  on  the  con- 
topics,  trary,  and  she  would  oppose  her  fundamental 
I  wish  still  more  that  the  dissentions  and  principles,  if  she  were  to  deny  herself  the  pru- 
aninosities,  which  had   slept  for  a  centiuy,  dential  exercise  of  such  capacity  of  refbrma- 
had  not  been  just  now  most  unseasonably  re-  tion.    This,  therefore,  can  be  no  objection  to 
vived.    But  if  we  must  be   driven,  whether  your  receiving  the  petition. 
we  will  or  not,  to  recollect  these  unhappy  In  the  next  place,  sir,  I  am  clear  that  the 
transactions,  let  our  memory  be  compXele  and  act  of  union,  reciting  and  ratifying  one  Scotch 
equitable,  let  us  recollect  the  whole  of  them  and  one  English  act  of  parliament,  has  not 
together.    If  the  dissenters,  as  an  honourable  rendered  any  change  whatsoever  in  our  church 
gentleman  has  described  them,  have  formerly  impossible,  but  by  a  dissolution  of  the  union 
risen   from  a  "  whining,  canting,  snivelling  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
generation,"  to  be  a  body  dreadful  and  ruinous  The  honourable  gentleman  who  has  last 
to  all  our  establishments,  let  him  call  to  mind  touched  upon  that  point,  has  not  gone  quite 
the  follies,  the  violences,  the  outrages  and  per-  so  far  as  the  gentlemen  who  first  insisted  upon 
•ecutions,  that  conjured  up,  very  blameaJ)ly,  it.    However,  as  none  of  them  whoUy  abaot- 
but  very  naturally,  diat  same  spirit  of  retalia-  don  that  post,  it  will  not  be  safe  to  leave  it 
tion.    Let  him  recdlect,  along  with  the  in-  behind  me  unattacked.    I  believe  no  one  will 
juries,  the  services  which  dissenters  have  done  wish  their  interpretation  of  that  act  to  bo  con<v 
(a  am  church  and  to  our  state.    If  they  have  sidered  as  authentic.    What  shall  we  think 
fm99  dsetroyed,  more  than  once  they  have  of  the  wisdom  (to  say  nothing  of  the  com* 
s«f«d  tbem.    This  is  but  common  justice,  petence)  (^  that  legislature,  which  should  or- 
vriUob  tfa»y  aad  all  mankind  have  a  right  to.  dain  to  itself  such  a  fundamental  law  lit  if($ 
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oiitMt,  as  to  disable  itself  from  executing  its  nefits  (for  inestimable  diey  are) 

own  functions ;  which  should  prevent  it  from  derive  from  the  happy  union  of  tfa 

making  any  further  laws,  however  wanted,  doms.    To  suppose  otherwise,  is 

and  that  too  on  the  most  interesting  subject  that  the  act  intended  we  could 

that  belongs  to  human  society,  and  where  she  all  with  the  church,  but  we  must 

most  frequently  wants  its  interposition ;  which  nary  destroy  the  state, 
ahould  fix  those  fundamental  laws  that  are  for         Well  then,  air,  this  is,  I  hope, 

ever  to  prevent  it  from  adapting  itself  to  its  The  act  of  union  does  not  stand 

opinions,  however  clear,  or  to  its  own  neceeh-  but,  sir,  gentlemen  think  we  are  not . 

sities,  however  urgent?    Such  an  act,  Mr.  to  the  reformation  desired,  chidly 

Speaker,  would  for  ever  put  the  church  out  of  want  of  theological  learning.    If  wi 

its  own  power ;  it  certainly  would  put  it  far  legal  assembly        *        * 
above  the  state,  and  erect  it  into  that  species         If  ever  there  was  any  thing  to  w1 

of  independency  which  it  has  been  the  great  reason,  nature,  habit,  and    princi| 

principle  of  our  policy  to  prevent.  totally  averse,  it  is  persecution  for  » 

The  act  never  meant,  I  am  sure,  any  such  tious  difference  in  opinion.    If 

unnatural  restraint  on  the  joint  legislature  it  men  complained  justly  o€  any  couiptilwi  i^*»8'^ 

was  then  forming.    History  shows  us  what  it  them  on  that  article,  1  would  hardljT'    ^/k 

meant,  and  all  that  it  could  mean  with  any  their  petitions;  as  soon  as  I  knew  iJk^^or^I 

degree  of  common  sense.  would   haste  to  the  cure ;  I  would  &>yBa  im 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  a  violent  before  their  complaints, 
and  iU- considered  attempt  was  made  unjustly        I  will  not  enter  into  the  abstract  iaa^» 

to  establish  the  platform  of  the  government,  our  artides  and  liturgy -^>«iii^  there  8* 

and  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England  in  some  things  in  them  which  one  would  wi^ 

Scotland,  contrary  to  the  genius  and  desires  of  had  not  been  there.    They  are  not  withoottk* 

far  &e  majority  of  that  nation.    This  usurpa-  marks  and  characters  of  human  frail^. 
tion  excited  a  most  mutinous  spirit  in  that        But  it  is  not  human  frailty  and  imp«fec6(«( 

country.     It  produced  that  shocking  fanatical  and  even  a  considerable  degree  of  them,  thit 

covenant  (I  mean  the  covenant  of  thirty-six)  becomes  a  ground  for  your  alteration ;  for  bj 

for  forcing  their  ideas  of  religion  on  England,  no  alteration  will  you  get  rid  of  those  etTcncBi 

and  indeed  on  all  mankind.     This  became  the  however  you  may  delight  yourself  in  wying 

occasion  at  length  of  other  covenants,  and  of  a  to  infini^  the  fashion  of  them.     But  dM 

Scotch  army  marching  into  England  to  fulfil  ground  for  a  legislative  alteration  of  a  legil 

them ;  and  the  parliament  of  England  (for  its  establishment  is  this,  and  this  only ;  that  yoa 

own    purposes)  adopted  their  scheme,  took  find  the  inclinations  of  the  majority  of  tbs 

their  last  covenant,  and  destroyed  the  church  people,  concurring  with  your  own  sense  of 

of  England.    The  parliament,  in  their  ordi-  the   intolerable  nature  of  the   abuse,  are  m 

nance  of  1643,  expressly  assign  their  desire  of  favour  of  a  change. 

conforming  to  the  church  of  Scotland  as  a        If  this  be  the  case  in  the  present  instaoee, 

motive  for  their  alteration.  certainly  you  ought  to  make  the  alteration  that 

To  prevent  such  violent  enterprizes  on  the  is  prqx)sed,  to  satisfy  your  own  consciences, 
one  side  or  on  the  other,  since  each  church  and  to  give  content  to  your  people.  But  if 
was  going  to  be  disarmed  of  a  legislature  you  have  no  evidence  of  this  nature,  it  ill  be- 
wholly  and  peculiarly  affected  to  it,  and  lest  comes  your  gravity,  on  the  petition  (^  a  few 
this  new  uniformity  in  the  state  should  be  gentlemen,  to  listen  to  any  thing  that  teub 
urged  as  a  reason  and  ground  of  ecclesiastical  to  shake  one  df  the  capital  pillars  of  the  state, 
imiformity,  the  act  of  union  provided,  that  and  alarm  the  body  of  your  people  upon  Aat 
presbytery  should  continue  the  Scotch,  as  epis-  one  ground,  in  which  every  h<^  ajid  fear, 
copacy  the  English  establishment,  and  that  every  interest,  passicm,  prejudice,  eveiy  thinf 
this  separate  and  mutually  independent  church  which  can  affect  the  human  breast,  are  aS 
government  was  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  involved  together.  If  you  make  this  a  season 
the  union,  without  aiming  at  putting  the  re-  for  religious  alterations,  depend  upon  it  yoa 
gulation  within  each  church  out  of  its  own  will  soon  find  it  a  season  of  religious  tomuhi 
power,  without  putting  both  churches  out  of  and  religious  wars. 

the  power  of  the  state.    It.  could  not  mean  to        These   gentlemen   complain   of  luwlA^ 

forbid  us  to  set  any  thing  ecclesiastical  in  No  considerable  number  shews  disoootent; 

order,  but  at  the  expense  of  tearing  up  all  but  m  order  to  give  satisfkction  to  any  nm 

foiuxlations,  and  forfeiting  tlie  inestimable  be-  ber  of  respectable  men,  who  come  in  lo  d»- 
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istitutional  a  mode  befbro  us,  let  liberty  to  assemble  a  congregation  of  tlieir 

a  little   what  that  hardship  is.  own ;  and  if  any  persons  thinJc  their  fimcies 

to  be  preferred  clergymen  in  the  (they  may  be  brilliant  imaginations)   worth 

igland,  as  by  law  established ;  but  paying  for,  they  are  at  liberty  to  maintain 

ences  will  not  suffer  them  to  con-  them  as  their  clergy,  nothing  hinders  it.    But 

doctrines  and  practices  of  that  if  they  cannot  get  an  hundred  people  together 

i-t  is,  they  wont  to  be  teachers  in  who  will  pay  for  their  reading  a  liturgy  after 

>  which  they  do  not  belong ;  and  their  form,  with  what  face  can  they  insist  upon 

Id   sort  of  hardship.    They  want  the  nation's  conforming  to  their  ideas  for  no 

the  emoluments  appropriated  for  other  visible  purpose  than  the  enabling  them  to 

ne  set  of  doctrines,  whilst  they  are  receive  with  a  good  conscience  the  tenth  part 

another.    A  church,   in  any  legal  of  the  produce  of  your  lands. 

only  a  certain  system  of  religious         Therefore,  beforehand,  the  constitution  has 

and  practices,  fixed  and  ascertain-  thought  proper  to  take  a  security,  that  the  tax 

^e  law  ;  by  the  difference  of  which  raised  on  the  people  shall  be  applied  only  to 

-erent  churches  (as  different   com-  those  who  profess  such  doctrines,  and  foUow 

itbs)  are  made  in  various  parts  of  such  a  mode  df  worship,  as  the  legislature 

^;  and  the  establishment  is   a  tax  representing  the  people   has  thought   most 

tbe  same  sovereign  authority  finr  pay-  agreeable  to  their  general  sense ;  binding  as 

^  those  who  so  teach  and  so  practise,  usual  the  minority  not  to  an  assent  to  the 

^  legislature  was  ever  so  absurd  as  to  doctrines,  but  to  a  payment  of  the  tax. 

*  People  to  support  men  for  teaching  and        But  bow  do  you  ease  and  relieve  ?  How  do 

I  ts  they  please ;  but  by  some  prescribed  you  know  that  in  making  a  new  door  into  the 

church  for  these  gentlemen,  you  do  not  drive 

^  hardship  amounts  to  this,  that  the  peo-  ten  times  their  number  out  of  it?  Supposing 

of  England  are  not  taxed  two  shillings  in  the  contents  and  not  contents  stricdy  equal  in 

pound  to  pay  them  for  teaching,  as  divine  numbers  and  consequence,  the  possession,  to 

^i  their  own  particular  fancies.    For  the  avoid  disturbance,  ought  to  carry  it.   Tou  di»- 

is  ins  so  taxed  the  people ;  and  by  way  of  please  all  the  clergy  of  England  now  actual^ 

iering  these  gentlemen,  it  would  be  a  cruel  in  office,  for  the  chance  of  obliging  a  score  or 

nkbip  on  the  people  to  be  compelled  to  pay,  two,  perhaps,  of  gentlemen,  who  are,  or  want 

m  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  the  most  heavy  to  be,  beneficed  clergymen ;  and  do  you  oblige  ? 

all  taxes  to  men  to  condemn  as  heretical  Alter  your  liturgy,  will  it  please  aU  even  of 

doctrines  which  they  repute  to  be  orthodox,  those  who  wish  an  alteration  ?  Will  they  agree 

I  to  reprobate  as  superstitious  the  practices  in  what  ought  to  be  altered  ?  And  after  it  is 

ich  they  use  as  pious  and  holy.    If  a  man  altered  to  the  mind  of  every  one,  you  are  no 

res  by  will  an  establishment  for  preaching,  further  advanced  than  if  you  had  not  taken  a 

!i  as  Boyle's  lectures,  or  for  charity  ser^  single  step ;  because  a  large  body  of  men  will 

M,  or  funeral  sermons,  shall  any  one  com-  then  say,  you  ought  to  have  no  liturgy  at  all. 

D  of  an  hardship  because  be  has  an  excellent  And  then  these  men,  who  now  complain  so 

SOD  upon  matrimony,  or  on  the  martyrdom  bitterly  that  they  are  s^ut  out,  will  themselves 

iling  Charles,  or  on  the  restcMration,  which  bar  the  door  against  thousands  of  others.  Dis- 

le  trustee  of  the  establishment,  will  not  sent,  not  satisfied  with  toleration,  is  not  con- 

him  for  preaching  ? — S.  Jenyns,  Origin  science,  but  ambition. 

Svil.    Such  is  the  hardship  which  they        You  altered  the  liturgy  for  the  Directory ; 

plain  of  under  the  present  church  esta-  this  was  settled  by  a  set  of  most  learned  divines 

tment,  that  they  have  not  the  power  of  and  learned  laymen ;  Selden  sat  among  them. 

Bg  the  people  of  England  for  the  main-  Did  this  please  ?  It  was  considered  upon  both 

Ace  of  their  private  opinions.  sides  as  a  most  unchristian  imposition.   Well, 

he  laws  of  toleration  provide  for  every  real  at  the  restoration  they  rejected  the  Directory, 

vance  that  these  gentlemen  can  rationally  and  reformed  the  common  prayer,  which,  by 

plain  of.     Are  they  hindered  firom  profes-  the  way,  had  been  three  times  reformed  before, 

their  belief  of  what  they  think  to  be  truth  ?  Were  they  then  contented  ?  Two  thousand  (or 

ey  do  not  like  the  establishment,  there  are  some  great  number)  of  clergy  resigned  their 

tmdred  different  modes  of  dissent  in  which  livings  in  one  day  rather  than  read  it;   and 

'  may   teach.     But  even  if  they  are    so  truly,  rather  than  raise  that  second  idol,  I 

rtiBMttely  circumstanced,  that  of  all  that  should  have  adhered  to  the  Directory  as  I 

itj  none  will  please  them,  they  have  free  now  adhere  to  the  common  prayer.    Nor  can 
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you  cBptfiii^  other  raen's  oaoKMDoe,  ml  or 
pnuodad,  hj  nnj  coDcewiaof :  follow  your 
own;  leek  peace  and  eame  it.  Yoabaveiw 
cjn^itomsofdifioaBteDt  in  the  people  toliieir 
ifihlkhmmt  The  churches  are  too  ainJI 
far  their  ooo^regations.  The  liriiigs  are  too 
ftw  far  their  candidaies.  The  spirit  of  reli. 
giooB  coatrorersy  has  sbirkmed  by  the  Batore 
of  thingB ;  by  act  you  may  revive  it.  I  will 
not  eater  into  the  questioa  how  much  truth  is 
prefiBrable  to  peace.  Perhaps  truth  may  be  &r 
better.  But  as  we  have  scarce^  ever  the 
n^n^  certainty  in  the  one  that  we  have  in 
the  other,  I  would,  onleas  the  truth  were 
evkieBt  indeed,  hoU  (ast  lo  peace,  which  has 
in  her  company  chari^,  the  highest  of  the 
virtues. 

This  business  appears  in  two  points  oC 
Tiew:  1st.  Whether  it  is  a  matter  of  giiev- 
ance ;  2d.  Whether  it  is  within  oar  provinco 
to  redress  it  with  propriety  and  prudeoce. 
Whether  it  comes  properly  before  us  on  a 
petition  upon  matter  of  grievance,  I  would  not 
uxpiiro  too  curioudy.  I  know,  technically 
q>eaking,  that  nothing  agreeable  to  law  can  be 
considered  as  a  pievance.  But  an  over-at- 
tention to  the  rules  of  any  act  does  somrtimes 
defeat  the  ends  of  it,  and  I  think  it  does  so  in 
this  parliamentary  act  as  much  at  least  as  in 
any  other.  I  know  many  gentlemen  think  that 
the  very  essence  of  liberty  consists  in  being 
governed  according  to  law;  as  if  grievances 
had  nothing  real  and  intrinsic ;  but  I  cannoC 
be  of  that  opinion.  Grievances  may  subsist 
by  law.  Nay,  I  do  not  know  whether  any 
grievance  can  be  considered  as  intolerable, 
until  it  is  established  and  sanctified  by  law. 
If  the  act  of  toleration  were  ix>t  perfect,  if 
there  were  a  complaint  of  it,  I  would  gUuUy 
consent  to  antend  it.  But  when  I  heard  a 
complaint  of  a  pressure  on  religious  liberty,  to 
my  astonishment  I  find  that  there  was  no  com* 
plaint  whatsoever  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
act  of  king  William,  nor  any  atten4it  to  make 
it  more  sufficient.  The  matter  therefore  does 
not  coocem  toleration,  but  establishment ;  and 
it  is  not  the  rights  of  private  conscience  that 
are  in  question,  but  the  prc^rie^  of  the  terms 
which  are  pn^xised  by  law  as  a  title  to  public 
emoluments ;  so  that  the  complaint  is  not,  that 
there  is  not  toleration  of  diversity  in  opinion, 
Jbut  that  diversity  in  opinion  is  not  rewarded 
i>y  bishoprics,  rectories,  and  coUegiate  stalls. 
When  gentlemen  oon^Jain  of  the  subscription 
as  matter  of  grievance,  the  ccm^aint  arises 
from  confounding  private  judgment,  whose 
rights  are  anteriour  to  law,  and  the  qualifica- 
tions which  the  law  creates  for  its  own  magis- 


civil  or  rolifpoUB.  To  tdb 
away  firoaa  me&  their  lives,  dieir  hbaii^, « 
tfaeir  property,  those  things  fir  the  pfolieiki 
of  vdiick  society  was  introduced,  is  pait 
hardship  and  iPtoierable  tyranny;  but  ton— 
any  condilins  you  please  to  benefits  artifiwiiy 
crested,  is  the  most  just,  natural,  and  props 
thing  in  the  world.  Whea  c  sons  yn  fai 
an  arbitrary  benefit,  an  advantage,  pie4B» 
•eDoe,or  emnhsnfwt,  noC  by  natsrs,biitiB(i^ 
tntioa,  you  order  and  modify  k  wkh  all  Ai 
power  of  a  creator  over  his  creaturt.  B&k 
bcBsfiis  of  inrtihtfion  are  royal^,  nohily^ 
priastbood ;  all  of  which  you  may  hnil  H 
birth;  yon  mi^t  prescribe  even  daps  «i 
suture.  The  Jewish  priesthood  was  hmSr 
tary.  Foundsr^s  kinwmsB  have  a  pufti— 
u  the  election  of  fiiUows  in  naoy  cnWegii  if 
oiv  universities ;  thequatificatioosatAlSsrii 
are,  that  diey  shouU    br     nptimi  md,  kd 

By  fionlendiBg  fiir  Ittwrty  in  IbsenMli^ 
fir  orders,  you  take  away  the  liber^  «f  tb 
doctor,  ^diich  is  the  people ;  that  is,  the  Mk 
If  they  can  choose,  they  may  assiga  a  riMi 
fir  dftehr  choice,  if  they  can  asu^  a  resHi; 
they  may  do  it  in  writing  and  prsscrihs  it« 
a  condition ;  they  may  transfer  their  aolhsiy 
lo  their  rqresentatives,  and  enable  theali 
exercise  die  same.  In  att  human  inrtiftrti 
a  great  part,  almost  all  regidations,  ars  ad 
finxn  the  mere  necessity  oif  the  case,  ktii 
theoretical  merits  of  the  questioB  bei^iklkif 
witt.  For  nothii^  happened  at  die  rsfaoi 
tion,  but  what  wifl  happen  in  all  such  rewii' 
tions.  When  tyranny  is  extreme,  and  aha 
of  govonmeat  intolerable,  men  rssoct  ts  ii 
rii^ts  of  nature  to  shako  it  ofil  When  Ih^ 
have  done  so,  the  very  same  principls  of  i 
cessity  of  humui  afidrs  to  establidi  sh 
othor  authority  which  diall  preserve  thsadv 
of  this  new  institution,  must  be  obeyed,  wA 
they  grow  intolerable ;  and  you  shall  not  bi 
suffiared  to  plead  original  ly^erty  agaioBt  Mf 
an  institution.    See  Holland,  SwitzerianL 

If  you  will  have  religion  publicly  pradiirf 
and  publicly  taught,  you  nuist  have  a  powsr  11 
say  what  that  religkMi  wiU  be,  whidbi  yoavl 
protect  and  encourage ;  and  to  diatiiiginli  il 
by  such  marks  and  cfaaractmstics  as  yoi  ii 
your  wisdom  shall  think  fit.  As  I  said  bcfoik 
yonr  determination  may  be  unwise  ia  diii  M 
in  other  matters,  but  it  cannot  be  usjost,  M 
or  oppressive,  or  contrary  to  the  liberty  of  119 
man,  or  in  the  least  degree  esoeeding  yw 
province. 

It  is,  therefore,  as  a  grievance,  fiurly  bob* 
at  all;  nothing  but  what  is  essoitial,  not  odf 
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order,  but  to  the  liberty  of  the  wbole  h«ve  fwt,  that  1  hare  heard,  eyer  thought  of 

oity.  answering  a  plain  obvious  question— l^nliat  is 

petitioBeri  vn  so  sensibte  of  Ae  force  that  scripture,  to  which  they  are  content  to 

B  axgvnnents,  that   they  do  admit  of  subscribe?  They  do  not  think  that  a  book  be- 

bscription,  that  b,  to  Uie  scripture.    I  comes  of  dirine  authority,  because  it  is  bound 

ot  consider  how  forcibly  this  argument  in  blue  morocco,  and  is  printed  by  John  Basket 

3S  with  their  whole  principle  against  and  his  assigns.    The  bible  is  a  vast  collec- 

ption  as  an  usurpation  <m  the  rights  of  tion  of  different  treatises :  a  man,  who  holds 

»iice:  I  content  myself  with  submitting  the  divine  authority  of  one,  may  consider  the 

ooDsideration  of  the  house,  that  if  that  other  as  merely  human.    What  is  his  canon  ? 

sre  once  established,  it  must  have  some  The  Jewish — St.  Jerome'»--that  of  the  thirty- 

tty  to  enforce  the  obedience ;  because  nine  articles — ^Luther's — f  There   are  some 

eU  know  a  law  without  a  sanction  will  who  reject  the  canticles,  others  six   of  the 

ichIous.    Somebody  must  sit  in  judg-  epistles — the  t^)ocalypse  has  been  suspected 

to  bis  conformity ;  he  must  judge  on  the  even  as  heretical,  and  was  doubted  of  for  many 

;  if  he  judges,  he  must  ordain  execution,  ages,  and  by  many  great  men.   As  these  nar- 

thiDgs  are  necessary  consequences  one  row  the  canon,  oUiers  have  enlarged   it  by 

itber;  and  then  this  judgment  is  an  equal  admitting  St  Bamabas's  epistles,  the  apos- 

superior  violation  of  private  judgment ;  tolic  constituticxis,  to  say  nothing  of  many  o^er 

^  of  private  judgment  is  violated  in  a  gospels.    Therefore  to  ascertain  scripture  you 

greater  d^ee  than  it  can  be  by  any  must  have  one  article  more ;  and  you  must 

18  flirtiscription.    You  come  round  again  define  what  that  scripture  is  which  you  mean 

oription  as  the  best  and  easiest  method :  to  teach.    There  are,  I  believe,  very  few  whO| 

iU8t  judge  of  his  doctrine,  and  judge  de-  when  scripture  is  so  ascertained,  do  not  see 

dy ;  80  that  either  his  test  is  nugatory,  the  absolute  necessity  of  knowing  what  general 

1  must  first  or  last  prescribe  his  public  doctrine  a  man  draws  firom  it,  before  he  is  sent 

etation  of  it.  down  authorized  by  the  state  to  teach  it  as 

10  church  be,  as  Mr.  Locke  defines  it,  a  pure  doctrine,  and  receive  a  tenth  of  the  pro- 

vy  woeiehff  ^c.  then  it  is  essential  to  this  duce  of  our  lands. 

try  society  to  exclude  from  her  voluntary  The  scripture  is  no  one  sunnnary  of  doc- 

'  any  meinber  she  thinks  fit,  or  to  oppose  trines   regularly  digested,  in  which  a  man 

(trance  of  any  upon  such  conditions  as  could  not  mistake  his  way;  it  is  a  roost  vene- 

oks  proper.  For  otherwise  it  woidd  be  a  rable,  but  most  multifarious  collection  of  the  re- 

\Kj  society  acting  contrary  to  her  will,  cords  of  the  divine  oBconomy ;  a  collection  of  an 

is  a  contradiction  in  terms.    And  this  infinite  variety,  of  cosmogony,  theology,  history, 

.  Loire's  opinion,  the  advocate  for  the  prophecy,  psalmody,  morality,  apcdogue,  alle- 

scheme  o£  ecclesiastical  and  civil  tole-  gory,  legislation,  ethics,  carried  through  dif- 

ts  proteetants,  (for  to  papists  he  allows  ferent  books,  by  different  authors,  at  different 

vmtion  at  all.)  ages,  for  different  ends  and  purposes. 

grsliiqMite  only  the  extent  <^  the  subscrip-  It  is  necessary  to  sort  out  what  is  intended 

dwy  therefore  tacitly  admit  the  equity  for  example,  what  only  as  narrative,  what  to  be 

principle  itselC     Here  they  do  not  understood  literally,  what  figuratively,  where 

to  the  original  rights  of  nature,  because  one  precept  is  to  be  controuled  and  modified 

lanUest  that  those  rights  give  as  large  a  by  another— what  is  used  directly,  and  what 

of  controverting  every  part  of  scripture,  only  as  an  argument  ad  hondnem — what  is  tem- 

ft  4bs  authority  of  the  whde,  as  they  do  porary,  and  what  of  perpetual  obligation — ^what 

controverting  any  articles  whatsoever,  appropriated  to  one  state  and  to  one  set  of  men, 

a  man  requires  you  to  ^ ign  an  assent  to  and  what  the  general  du^  of  all  Christians. 

rs,  he  requires  you  to  assent  to  a  doc-  If  we  do  not  get  some  security  for  this,  we  not 

8  oootrary  to  your  natural  understanding  only  permit,  but  we  actually  pay  for  all  the 

jtmx  rights  of  fipee  inquiry,  as  those  who  dangerous  fknaticism  whidi  can  be  produced 

\  .youtt  conformity  to  any  one  article  to  comipt   our  people,  and  to   derange  the 

«ver.  public  worship  of  the  country.    We  owe  the 

subscription  to  scripture  is  the  most  best  we  can  (not  infallibility,  but  prudence)  to 

hiag  idea  I  ever  heard,  and  will  unount  the  subject,  first  sound  doctrine,  then  ability  to 

ncdiing  at  all.    Gentlemen  so  acute  use  it.    '^        *       *       *       *       * 
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I  ASSURE   you,  sir,   that  the  honourable  has  the  secmri^  of  the  piety,  tfie  nnctitf  tf 

gentleman,  who  spoke  last  but  one,  need  not  be  her  own  professorB ;  their  leaning  is  a  hi- 

in  the  least  fear  that  I  should  make  a  war  of  waik  to  defend  her ;  she  haa  the  tecnritf  d 

particles  upon  his  opinion,  whether  the  church  the  two  universities,  not  shook  in  any  sn^ 

of  England   ahotUdj   wotUd,   or  ought  to  be  battlement,  in  any  single  pinnade. 

alarmed.    I  am  very  clear  that  this  house  has  But  the   honourable  gentleman  has  Mt* 

no  one   reason  in  tlie   world  to  think  she  is  tioned,  indeed,  princifrfes  which  astoniA  ■> 

alarmed  by  the  bill  brought  before  you.    It  is  rather  more  than  ever.     The  honourable  ^ 

something  extraordinary  that  the  only  sjrmptom  tleman  thinks  that  the  dissenters  enjoy  a  )m^ 

of  alarm    in  the  church   of  England  should  share  of  liberty  under  a  connivance ;  ni  b 

appear  in  the  petition  of  some  dissenters ;  with  thinks  that  the  establishing  toleratioo  by  kw 

whom,  I  believe,  very  few  in  this  house  are  yet  is  an  attadc  upon  Christianity. 

acquainted ;  and  of  whom  you  know  no  more  The  firstof  these  is  a  coDtradictioD  in  lem 

than  that  you  are  assured  by  the  honourable  Liberty  under  a  connivance !  Connivaaoe  if 

gentleman,  that  they  are  not  Mahometans.  Of  a  relaxation  from  slavery,  not  a  definilMa  tf 

the  church  we  know  they  are  not,  by  the  name  liberty.    What  is  connivance,   but  a  sM 

that  they  assume.    They  are  then  dissenters,  under  which  all  slaves  live  ?  If  I  was  to  d** 

The   firet  symptom  of  an  alarm  comes  from  scribe  slavery,  I  would  say  with  those  whoM 

some  dissenters  assembled  round  the  lines  of  it,  it  ii  living  under  will,  not  under  law:  it, 

Chatham :  these  lines  become  the  security  of  as  it  is  stated  by  its  advocates,  I  wodd  uf, 

the  church  of  England !  The  honourable  gen-  that,  like  earthquakes,  like  thunder,  or  oAir     j* 

tleman,  in  speaking  of  the  lines  of  Chatham,  wars  the  elements  make  upon  mankiiid,  k     ^ 

tells  us,  that  they  serve  not  only  for  the  securi^  happens  rarely,  it  occasionally  comes  now  idl 

of  the  wooden  walls  c^  England,  but  for  the  then  upon  people,  who  upon  ordinaiy  oucaril 

defence  of  the  church  of  England.    I  suspect,  enjoy  the  same  legal  government  of  libei^ 

the  wooden  walls  of  England  secure  the  lines  Take  it  under  the  description  of  those  ^ 

of  Chatham,  rather  than  the  lines  of  Chatham  would  soften  those  features,  the  state  ufAnttf 

secure  the  wooden  walls  of  England.  and  connivance  is  the  same  tilling.    If  &• 

Sir,  the  church  of  England,  if  only  defended  liberty  enjoyed  be  a  liberty  not  of  toteiatiaii 

by  this  miserable  petition  upon  your   table,  but  of  connivanqp,  the  oolj  question  is,  wk^ 

must,  I  am  afraid,  upon  the  principles  of  ther  establishing  such  by  a  law  is  an  attack 

true  fortification,  be  soon  destroyed.    But  for-  upon  Christianity.   Toleration  an  attack  opA 

tunately  her  walls,  bulwarks  and  bastions,  are  Christianity !    What  then,  are  we  ooose  to 

constructed  of  other  materials  than  of  stubble  this  pass,  to  suppose  that  nothing  can  up* 

and  straw  ;  are  built  up  with  the  strong  and  port  Christianity,  but  the  principles  of  peisecs- 

stable  matter  of  the  gospel  of  liberty,  and  tion  ?  Is  that  then  the  idea  of  establishmnBtt 

founded  on  a  true,  constitutional,  legal  esta-  Is  it  then  the  idea  of  Christianity  itself  that  '* 

blishment.  But,  sir,  she  has  other  securities ;  ought  to  have  establishments,  that  it  ought  t» 

she  has  the  security  of  her  own  doctrines  ;  she  have  laws  against  dissenters,  bat  the  br«aek 

♦  This  speech  is  given  partly  from  the  manu-  <*f  ^^ich  laws  is  to  be  connived  at  ?  Whrt  t 

script  papers  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  partly  from  a  picture  of  toleration  ;  what  a  picture  of  la«»i 

Tery  imperfect  shorthand  note  taken  at  the  time  of  establishments ;  what  a  picture  of  retigioai 

by  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons.  ^nd  civil  liberty !  I  am  persuaded  the  honoW 

t  This  bill  was  opposed  by  petitions  from  se-  .  •           ^i           j            1          •*   •      .u-    ko* 

reral  congregations,  calling  themselves  "pro-  »*>'«  gentleman  does  not  see  it  m   this  h^ 

testant  dissenters  ;'»   who  appear  to  have  been  But  these  very  terms  become  the  stronger 

principally  composed  of  the  people  who  are  reasons  for  my  support  of  the  bill ;  fcr  I  «• 

^Hffil'^- "f "?«  "    under  the  denomination  of  persuaded  that  toleration,  so  far  from  beiif 

Methodists ;'»  and  particularly  by  a  petition  '^      ...            /^u  •»••*..   l              .u   wJ 

from  a  congregation  ofthat  description,  residing  "»  »"»c*'  "P<^"  Chnstiamty,  becomes  the  h^ 

In  the  town  of  Chatiiam.  and  surest  support  that  possibly  can  be  gif* 
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to  it.  The  Christian  religion  itself  arose  with-  since  their  liberty  of  conscience  and  their  power 

oat  establishment,  it  arose  even  without  tole-  of  executing  their  functions  depend  entirely  on 

ration ;  and  whilst  its  own  principles  were  not  his  will.    I  would  have  no  man  derive  his 

tolerated,  it  conquered  all  the  powers  of  dark-  means  of  continuing  any  function,  or  his  being 

nesB,  it  conquered  all  the  powers  of  the  world,  restrained  from  it,  but  from  the  laws  only; 

The  moment  it  began  to  depart  from  these  they  should  be  his  only  superiour  sovereign 

Inrinciples,  it  converted  the  establishment  into  lords. 

tjnranny ;.  it  subverted  its  foundations  from  that  3d   They  put  statesmen  and  magistrates 

very  hour.    Zealous  as  I  am  for  the  principle  into  a  habit  of  playing  fast  and  loose  with  the 

of  an  establishment,  so  just  an  abhorrence  do  laws,  straining  or  relaxing  them  as  may  best 

1  conceiTe  against  whatever  may  shake  it.    I  suit  their  political  purposes ;  and,  in  that  light, 

Inaow  nothing  but  the  supposed  necessity  of  tend  to  corrupt  the  executive  power  through  all 

^Msecution  Uiat  can  make  an  establishment  its  offices. 

disgasting.  I  wouU  have  toleration  a  part  of  3d.  If  they  are  taken  up  on  popular  actions, 
OBtablishinent,  as  a  principle  favourable  to  their  operation  in  that  light  also  is  exceedingly 
Christianity,  and  as  a  part  d*  Christianity .  evil.  They  become  the  instruments  of  private 
AB  seem  agreed  that  the  law,  as  it  stands,  malice,  private  avarice,  and  not  of  puUic  re- 
inflicting  penalties  on  all  religious  teachers  gulation;  they  nourish  the  worst  of  men  to  the 
and  on  schoolmasters,  who  do  not  sign  the  prejudice  df  the  best,  punishing  tender  con- 
4iir^-nine  articles  of  religion,  ought  not  to  be  sciences,  and  rewarding  informers. 
^■ecuted.  We  are  all  agreed  that  the  law  is  Shall  we,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  tells 
m&i  good  ;  for  that,  I  presume,  is  undoubtedly  us  we  may  with  perfect  security,  trust  to  the 
4te  idea  of  a  law  that  ought  not  to  be  execut-  manners  of  the  age  ?  I  am  well  pleased  with 
«dL  The  question  therefore  is,  whether  in  a  the  general  manners  of  the  times ;  but  the  de- 
■wril-coastituted  commonwealth,  which  we  de-  sultory  execution  of  penal  laws,  the  thing  I 
^re  ours  to  be  thought,  and  I  trust,  intend  that  condemn,  does  not  depend  on  the  manners  of 
It  ihoald  be,  whether  in  such  a  commonwealth  the  times.  I  would  however  have  the  laws 
it  is  wise  to  retain  those  laws  which  it  is  not  tuned  in  unison  with  the  manners — ^very  dis- 
jvoper  to  execute.  A  penal  law,  not  ordinarily  sonant  are  a  gentle  country  and  cruel  laws; 
|Rit  in  execution,  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  very  dissonant  that  your  reason  is  furious,  but 
tftmird  and  a  very  dangerous  thing.  For  if  its  your  passions  moderate,  and  that  you  are 
|iriiiciple  be  right,  if  the  object  of  its  prohibi-  always  equitable  except  in  your  courts  of  jus- 
lioos  and  penalties  be  a  reaJ  evil,  then  you  do  tice. 

in  efiect  permit  that  very  evil,  which  not  only  I  will  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  house  one 

-die  reason  of  the  thing,  Init  your  very  law,  de-  argument,  which  has   been  much  relied  up- 

.€iues  ought  not  to  be  permitted ;  and  thus  it  on — ^that  the  dissenters   are  not  unanimous 

laflects  exceedingly  on  the  wisdom,  and  con-  upon  this  business ;   that  many  persons  are 

aeqnently  derogates  not  a  little  from  the  autho-  alarmed ;  that  it  will  create  a  disunion  among 

jily  of  a  legislature,  who  can  at  once  forbid  and  the  dissenters. 

WBffer,  and  in  the  same  breath  promulgate  When  any  dissenters,  or  any  body  of  people, 
praaky  and  indemnity  to  the  same  persons,  come  here  with  a  petition,  it  is  not  the  number 
aixl  for  the  very  same  actions.  But  if  the  ob-  of  people,  but  the  reasonableness  of  the  re- 
ject of  the  law  be  no  moral  or  political  evil,  quest,  that  should  weigh  with  the  house.  A 
thm  you  ought  not  to  hold  even  a  terrour  to  body  of  dissenters  come  to  this  house,  and  say, 
tfiose,  whom  you  ought  certainly  not  to  punish  Tolerate  us — ^we  desire  neither  the  parochud 
—>lbr  if  it  is  not  right  to  hurt,  it  is  neither  right  advantage  of  tythes,  nor  dignities,  nor  the 
BOr  wise  to  menace.  Such  laws,  therefore,  as  stalls  of  your  cathedrals :  No !  let  the  vene- 
tfiey  must  be  defective  either  in  justice  or  wis-  rable  orders  of  the  hierarchy  exist  with  all 
dom,  or  both,  so  they  cannot  exist  without  a  their  advantages.  And  shall  I  tell  them,  I 
flonsiderable  degree  of  danger.  Take  them  reject  your  just  and  reasonable  petition,  not 
which  way  you  will,  they  are  prest  with  ugly  because  it  shakes  the  church,  but  because  there 
alternatives.  are  others,  while  you  lie  grovelling  upon  the 
-  1st.  All  penal  laws  are  either  upon  popular  earth,  that  will  kick  and  bite  you  ?  Judge 
prosecution,  or  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  Now,  which  of  these  descriptions  of  men  comes  with 
tfdiey  may  be  roused  from  their  sleep,  when-  a  fair  request — ^that  which  says.  Sir,  I  desire 
over  a  minister  thinks  proper,  as  instruments  liberty  for  my  own,  because  I  trespass  on  no 
of  c^i^iression,  then  they  put  vast  bodies  of  men  man's  conscience  ; — or  the  other,  which  says, 
into  a  state  of  slavery  uid  court  dependence;  I  desire  that  these  men  should  not  be  suffered 
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to  Aeir  comcieacM,  though  I  of  the  din»e  c— Mull,  Ibtf  w&di  tnra  to  <ht 

tolerated  to  act  according  to  mine.     ItatI  mfld  morality  of  the  ypd,  ihey  wvmU  nti 

sign  a  body  of  artides,  yihkh  is  mj  title  to  their  own  eoadiiiiiMiliiiii    O,  tfaoa  wkhedf» 

toleration ;  I  sign  no  more,  because  more  are  vant,  I  fbtgaTv  thee  all  that  debt  becavi  iIm 

against  my  conscience.  But  I  desire  that  yov  desiradst  ma :  ■huuhkrt  aot  tfam  alw  bm 

will  not  toierate  these  men,  because  tbej  wiH  eompaaaian  on  thj  lhfli>w  iwmnlj  •««■  as  I 

not  go  so  far  as  I,  though  I  desire  to  be  tole-  had  pity  on  thee. 

rated,  who  wili  not  go  as  &r  as  you.    No,  im-        In  Buy  opioioB,  air,  a  magirtmte,  whuwwr 

prison  them,  if  they  come  within  fire  miles  of  a  he  goes  to  put  anj  restraiat  npon  leligiBS 

ootporate  town,  because  they  do  not  beliers  freedom,  can  only  do  it  vpoM  this  giSMii,  tkt 

what  I  do  in  point  of  doctrines.  die  pcraon  disseatiBg  does  not  irmiiait  fimi  lbs 

Shall  I  not  say  to  these  i^en,  orroiigex  osics  scnipieB  of  iU-infaraaed  conscience,  bat  froa  a 

amailU.    Tou,  who  are  not  the  predominant  party  groond  of  dtssowion,  inonlertoiaiiea 

power,  will  not  gire  to  others  the  relaxation  &ctian  in  the  state.    We  give,  with  regari  to 

mder  wfaidi  yuu  are  yourself  suffered  to  lire,  rites  and  ceremonies,  an  indulgoioe  to  Umim 

I  hare  as  high  an  opinion  of  the  doctrines  of  consciences.    But  if  dissent  is  at  all  [iisiiibud 

the  church  as  you.   I  receive  diem  implicitly,  or  iaanycoontry,  ifataH  itcanbepauahsdapoa 

I  put  my  own  explanation  on  them,  or  take  that  any  prrtenoe,  it  is  upon  a  presomptioa,  Ml 

which  seems  to  roe  to  oome  best  recommended  diat  a  man  is  supposed  todiflfereonscifrtioinfcf 

by  authority.  There  are  thoro  of  the  dissenters  from  the  establishniait,bat  that  he  resislstralb 

who  thiidc  more  rigidly  of  the  doctrine  of  the  finr  the  sake  of  &ctiaD  ;  that  he  abets  divcoi^ 

articles  retative  to  predestination,  than  others  of  opinions  in  rdigion  to  distract  the  8tatt,aii 

do.     They  sign  the   article  relative  to  it  ear  to  destroy  the  peace  of  his  coimtiy.    Tli^  ii 

ammo  and  literally.    Others  allow  a  latitude  the  only  pbosflde,  far  there  is  no  tme  grq^ 

of  construction.     These  two  parties  are  in  die  of  persecution.    As  the  laws  stand,  tfaenni«} 

church,  as  well  as  among  the  dissenters :  yet,  let  us  see  how  we  have  thoogfat  &t  to  act 
in  the  chur(^,  we  live  quieUy  under  the  same        I£  there  is  any  one  thing  withm  the  esaijpo* 

root     I  do  not  see  why,  as  long  as  providence  tency  of  a  magistrate  vrith  regard  to  raiigiiBt 

gives  us  no  further  light  into  this  great  mys-  it  is  this,  that  he  hasa  right  to  direct  the  «il»- 

tery,  we  should  not  leave  things  as  the  divine  riour  ceremonies  of  religion  ;  that  whilst  isle- 

wisdom  has  left  them.    But  suppose  all  these  rioor  religion  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Ged 

things  to  me  to  be  clear,  (which  providence  alone,  die  external  part,  bodily  action,  is  widh 

however  seems  to  have  left  obscure,)  yet  whilst  in  the  province  of  die  chief  goivemoar.  HMhw, 

dissenters  daim  a  toleration  in  things,  which  and  all  the  great  lights  of  the  diurch,  hava 

seeming  clear  to  me,  are   obscure  to  them,  oonstandy  aigued  thki  to  be  a  part  within  dto 

vrithout  entering  into  the  merit  of  the  articles,  province  of  the  civil  magistrate  ;  but  look  at 

with  what  &ce  can  these  men  say,  Tolerate  us,  the  act  of  toleration  of  William  and  Maiy, 

but  do  not  tolerate  them  ?  Toleration  is  good  there  you  will  see  the  civfl  noagistrate  hm  net 

for  all,  or  it  is  good  for  none.  only  dispensed  with  those  things  which  ara 

The  discussion  this  day  is  not  between  more  particularly  within  his  province,  wiA 

establishment  on  one  hand,  and  toleration  on  those  things  vriiich  &ction  mi^^t  be  supposeJ 

the  other ;  but  between  those  who,  being  tolo-  to  take  up  jfor  the  sake  of  iwnlriwg  visible  mk 

rated  themselves,  refuse  toleration  to  others,  external  divisions,  and  raising  a  standard  oC 

That  power  should  be  puffed  up  with  pride,  that  revolt,  but  has  also,  from  sound  politic  oosan 

authority  shoukl  degenerate   into   rigour,  if  derations,  relaxed  on  those  points  irfiidi  ait 

not  laudable,  is  but  too  natural.    But  this  pro-  oonlessedly  without  his  (mmnce. 
ceeding  of  theirs  is  much  beyond  the  usual         The  honourable  gentleman,  speaking  of  ths 

allowance  to  human  weakness;  it  not  only  is  heathens,  certainly  could  not  mean  to  reoo» 

shocking  to  our  reason,  but  it  provokes  our  in-  mend  any  diing  that  is  derived  from  diat  i»> 

dignation.    Quid  dawitd  fadenlf  audeni  cum  pure  source.    But  he  has  pramed  the  toknli^ 

taHa  Jurm  ?    It  is  not  the  proud  prelate  thun-  spirit  of  the  heathem.    Well !  but  die  hoooir 

dering  in  bis  commission  court,  but  a  pack  of  able  gentleman  will  recollect  that  headHsa, 

manumitted  slaves,  with  the  lash  of  the  beadle  that  polytheists,  must  permit  a  nundier  of  di- 

flagrant  on  dieir  backs,  and  their  legs   still  vinities.    It  is  die  very  essence  of  its  oonsdMH 

galled  with  their  fetters,  that  would  drive  dieir  tion.    But  was  it  ever  heaixl  that  polytheiato 

brethren  into  that  prison-house  from  whence  tolerated  a  dissent  from  a  polytheistic  eatf 

they  have  just  been  permitted  to  escape.    If,  bliidimeot?  die  belief  of  one  God  ody  ?  Nef«, 

famtead  of  puzzling  themselves  in  die  depdis  never !  Sir,  diey  constantly  carried  on  penaef 
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tion  against  that  doctrine.    I  wiQ  not  give  toleration,  which  you  reject.    The  gentleman 

iMadiens  the  glory  of  a  doctrine  which  I  con-  sets  out  with  a  principle  of  perfect  liberty,  or, 

aider  the  best  part  of  Christianity.    The  ho-  as  he  describes  it,  connivance.   But  for  fear  of 

noorable  gentleman  must  recollect  the  Roman  dangerous  opinions,  you  leave  it  in  your  pow- 

law  that  was  clearly  against  the  introduction  of  er  to  vex  a  man  who  has  not  held  any  one  dan- 

any  foreign  rites  in  matters  of  religion.    Tou  gerous  opinion  whatsoever.    If  one  man  is  a 

have  it  at  large  in  Livy,  how  they  persecuted  professed  atheist,  another  man  the  best  Chris- 

jn  the  6rst  introduction  the  rites  of  Bacchus  ;  tian,  but  dissents  from  two  of  the  thirly*nine 

and  even  before  Christ,  to  say  nothing  of  their  articles,  I  may  let  escape  the  atheist,  because 

■ubsequent  persecutions,  they  persecuted  the  I  know  him  to  be  an  atheist,  because  I  am 

dnuda  and  others.    Heathenism,  therefore,  as  perhaps  so  inclined  myself,  and  because  I 

in  other  respects  erroneous,  was  erroneous,  in  may  connive  where  I  think  proper  ;   but  the 

point  of  persecution.    I  do  not  say,  every  hea-  conscientious  dissenter,  on  account  of    his 

Ihoi,  who  persecuted,  was  therefore  an  impi-  attachment  to  that  general  religion,  which 

COB  man :  I  only  say  he  was  mistaken,  as  such  perhaps  I  hate,  I  shall  take  care  to  punish, 

a  man  is  now.    But,  says  the  honourable  gen-  because  I  may  punish  when  I  think  proper, 

tleman,  they  did  not  persecute  epicureans.  No;  Therefore,  connivance  being  an  engine  of 

the  epicureatis  had  no  quarrel  with  their  reli-  private  malice  or  private  favour,  not  of  good 

nous  establishment,  nor  desired  any  religion  for  government;  an  engine,  which  totally  fiiiLi  of 

uemselves.    It  wouki  have  been  very  extra-  suppressing  atheism,  but  oppresses  conscience ; 

Offdinary,  if  irreligious  heathens  bad  desired  I  say,  that  principle  becomes  not  serviceable, 

aitber  a  religious  establishment  or  toleration,  but  dangerous  to  Christianity ;  that  it  is  not 

But,  says  the  honourable  gentleman,  epicureans  toleration,  but  contrary  to  it,  even  contrary  to 

anlered,  as  others,  into  the  temples.    They  did  peace ;  that  the  penal  system  to  which  it  be- 

■o;  diey  de6ed  all  subscription ;  they  defied  all  longs  is  a  dangerous  principle  in  the  ceconomy 

•orts  of  conformity ;  there  was  no  subscription  either  of  religion  or  government, 
to  wbidi  they  were  not  ready  to  set  their  hands,        The  honourable  gentleman,  and  in  him  I 

DO  cerMuonies  they  refused  to  practice ;  they  comprehend  all  those  who  oppose  the  bill, 

ande  it  a  principle  of  their  irrelig^,  outwardly  bestowed  in  support  of  their  side  of  the  ques- 

toeonfiMm  to  any  religion.  Theseatheists  elud-  tion  as  much  argument  as  it  could  bear,  and 

ad  ali  that  you  could  do ;  so  will  all  freethinkers  which  more  of  learning  and  decoration  than  it 

fat  wear.    Then  you  suffer,  or  the  weakness  of  deserved.     He  thinks  connivance  consistent, 

jaat  law  has  suffered,  those  great  dangercMis  but  legal  toleration  inconsistent  with  the  in- 

BBimalB  to  escape  notice,  whilst  you  have  nets  terests  of  Christianity.  Perhaps  I  would  go  as 

diat  entangle  the  poor  fluttering  silken  wings  far  as  that  honourable  gentleman,  if  I  thought 

if  a  tender  conscience.  toleration  inconsistent  with  those  interests. 

The  honourable    gentlemen   insists   much  God  forbid!  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  take 

ii|KXi  this  circumstances  of  objection,  namely,  toleration  to  be  a  part  of  religion.    I  do  not 

me  division  among  the  dissenters.    Why,  sir,  know  which  I  would  sacrifice  ;  I  would  keep 

die  dissenters  by  the  nature  of  the  term  are  them  both ;  it  is  not  necessary  I  should  sacri^ 

ma  to  have  a  division  among  themselves,  fice  either.    I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  tolerating 

They  are  dissenters,  because  they  differ  from  the  doctrines  of  Epicurus :  but  nothing  in  the 

fbe  church  of  England ;  not  that  they  agree  world  propagates  Uiem  so  much  as  the  oppres- 

among  themselves.    There  are  presbyterians,  sion  of  the  poor,  of  the  honest,  and  candid  dis- 

diwe  are  independents,  some  that  do  not  agree  ciples  of  the  religion  we  profess  in  common,  I 

to  infent-baptism,  others  diat  do  not  agree  to  mean,  revealed  religion ;  nothing  sooner  makes 

tibe  baptism  of  adults,  or  any  baptism.    All  them  take  a  short  cut  out  of  the  bondage  of 

itese  are  however  tolerated  under  the  acts  sectarian  vexation,  into  open  and  direct  in- 

«f  King  William,  and  subsequent  acts;  and  fidelity,  than  tormenting  men  for  every  differ- 

Aeir  diversity  of  sentiments  with  one  another  ence.    My  opinion  is,  that  in  establi^ing  the 

did  not,  and  could  not,  furnish  an  argument  Christian  religion  wherever  you  find  it,  curio- 

■gainst  their  toleration,  when  their  difference  sity  or  research  is  its  best  security ;  and  in  this 

inth  ourselves  furnished  none.  way  a  man  is  a  great  deal  better  justified  in 

But,  says  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  you  saying,  tolerate  all  kinds  of  consciences,  than 

mfior  them  to  go  cm,  they  will  shake  the  fun-  in  imitating  the  heathens,  whom  the  honour- 

damental  principles  of  Christianity.    Let  it  be  able  gentleman  quotes,  in  tolerating  those  who 

oonsidered  that  this  argument  goes  as  strongly  have  none.    I  am  not  over  fond  of  calling  for 

aninst  connivance,  which  you  ^ow,  as  against  the  secular  arm  upon  these  misguided  or  mis-. 
^Voi..  U.— 29 
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guiding  mea  ;  but  if  ever  it  ought  to  be  raised,  At  the  nine  time  that  I  wodd  cot  up  (he 

It  ought  surely  to  be  raiaed  against  these  very  very  root  of  atheism,  I  would  respect  all  ooo- 

men,  not  against  others,  wbove  liberty  of  r^  acionce,  all  conscience  that  is  really  lodi,  aad 

gion  you  make  a  pretext  for  proceedings  which  vrhich,  perhaps,  its  rerj  tendeness  provei  to 

drive  them  into  the  bondage  of  impiety.    What  be  sincere.      I  wish  to  see  die  estabtiabed 

figure  do  I  make  in  saying,  I  do  not  attack  the  diurch  of  England  great  and  powqfJ;  I  widi 

works  of  these  atheistical  writers,  but  I  will  to   see  her  foundations   laid  low  and  deep, 

keep  a  rod  banging  over  the  conscientioas  that  she  may  crush  the  giant  powers  of  rebd- 

inan,   their   bitterest  enemy,  because   these  lious  darkness ;  I  woold  have  her  bead  raind 


atheists  may  take  advantage  of  the  liberty  t^  to  that  Heaven  to  wfaidi  shecondndsai. 

of  their  foes,  to  introduce   irreligion  ?    The  I  wouU  have  h^  open  wide  her  haB|ntsbie 

best  book  that  ever  peihaps  has  been  written  gates  by  a  noble  and  liberal  compnheimkm; 

against  these  people,  is  that  in  which  the  author  but  I  would  have  no  breaches  in  her  wall ;  I 

has  collected  in  a  body  the  whole  of  the  in6del  would  have  her  cheridi  all  those  who  are  with- 

code,  and  has  brought  the  writers  into  one  in,  and  pity  all  those  who  are  without ;  I  wodd 

body  to  cut  them  all  oflT  together.    This  was  have  her  a  common  blessing  to  the  world,  to 

done  by  a  dissenter,  who  never  did  subscribe  example,  if  not  an  instructer,  to  those  who  hare 

the  thirty-nine  articles — ^E>r.  Leland.    But  if,  not  the  happiness  to  belong  to  her ;  I  wooU 

after  all,  this  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  if  have  her  give  a  lesson  of  peace  to  mankind, 

you  are  really  fearful  that  Christianity  will  in-  that  a  vexed  and  wandering  gen^tition  might 

directly  suffer  by  this  liberty,  you  have  my  free  be  taught  to  seek  for  repose  and  toleration  in 

consent ;  go  directly  and  by  the  strait  way,  and  the  maternal  bosom  of  Christian  charity,  and 

not  by  a  circuit  in  which  in  your  road  you  not  in  the  harlot  lap  of  infidelity  and  iodi^ 

may  destroy  your  friends,  point  your  arms  ference.   Nothing  has  driven  people  more  into 

against  these  men,  who  do  the  mischief  you  that  house  of  seduction  than  the  mutual  hatred 

iear  promoting  ;  point  your  arms  against  men,  of  Christian  c<»igregations.    Long  may  yiP 

who,  not  contented  with  endeavouring  to  turn  enjoy  our  church  under  a  learned  and  edifying 

your  eyes  from  the  blaze  and  effulgence  of  episcopacy.   But  episcopacy  nuiy  fail,  and  re* 

li^t,  by  which  life  and  immortality  is  so  glo-  liigion  exist««^The  most  horrid  and  cruel  bkw 

riously  demonstrated  by  the  gospel,  would  even  that  can  be  oisrered  to  civil  society  is  through 

extinguish  that  faint  glimmering  of  nature,  atheism.    Do  not  promote  diversity;  wba 

that  only  comfort  supplied  to  ignorant  man  you  have  it,  bear  it;  have  as  many  sorts  of  re* 

before    this   great  illuminaticMi — them,  who,  ligion  as  you  find  in  your  country;  there  is  a 

by  attacking  even  the  possibility  of  all   re«  reasonable  w(»Bhip  in  them  all.    The  otbeis, 

velation,  arraign  all  the  dispensations  of  pro-  tho  infidels,  are  outlaws  of  the  constitntka ; 

vidence  to  man.     These  are  the  wicked  dis-  not  of  this  country,  but  of  the  himan  race, 

senters  you   ought  to  fear ;  these  are   the  They  are  never,  never  to  be  aapporteA,  neier 

people  against  whom  you  ought  to  aim  the  to  be  tolerated.    Under  the  systematic  attacks 

shaft  of  the  law ;  these  are  the  men  to  whom,  of  these  people,  I  see  some  of  the  props  of 

arrayed  in  all  the  terrours  of  government,  I  good  government  already  begin  to  fidl ;  I  see 

would  say,  you  shall  not  degrade  us   into  propagated  principles,  which  will  not  leave 

brutes ;  these  men,  these  factious  men,  as  the  to  religion  even  a  toleration.    I  see  nysdf 

honourable  gentleman  properly  called  them,  sinking  every  day  under  the  attad^s  of  diese 

are  the  just  objects  of  vengeance,  not  the  con-  wretched   people—How  shall  I  arm  nynV 

acientious  dissenter ;  these  men,  who  woukl  against  them  ?  by  uniting  all  those  in  afie^ 

take  away  whatever  ennobles  the  rank  or  tion  who  are  united  in  the  belief  of  die  gieat 

consoles  the  misfortunes  of  human  nature,  by  principles  of  the  Grodhead  that  made  and  aoi' 

breaking  off  that  connection  of  observances,  tains  the  workl.    They  who  hold  revelatioo 

of  affections,  of  h<^)es  and  fears,  which  bind  give  double  assurance  to  the  country.    En" 

us  to  the  divinity,  and  c<»stitute  the  glorious  the  man  who  does  not  hold  revelation,  yetvrho 

and  distinguishing  prerogative  of  humanity,  wishes  that  it  were  proved  to  him,  who  ok- 

that  of  being  a  religious  creature ;  against  serves  a  pious  silence  vrith  regard  to  it,  soeh 

these  I  would  havo  the  laws  rise  in  all  their  a  man,  though  not  a  Christian,  is  governed  hy 

majesty  of  terrours,  to  fulminate  such  vain  religious  principles.    Let  him  be  tolerated  in 

and  impious  wretches,  and  to  awe  them  into  this  country.   Let  it  be  but  a  seriois  religMBi 

impotence  by  the  only  dread  they  can  fear  or  natural  or  revealed,  take  what  you  can  jet; 

believe,  to  learn  that  eternal  lesson — DisdU  cherish,  blow  up  the  slightest  spark.    Onediy 

/uttUUm  wumiU,  ti  mm  temnere  Divot.  it  may  be  ft  pure  and  holy  flftme,    ^y  tlii 
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proceeding  yoo  tona  an  alliance,  offensive  and  fanye  to  combat  with  all  those  who  are  the 

deiensive,  against  those  great  ministOTB  of  natural  friends  of  our  cause.    Strong  as  we 

darkness  in  the  world,  \dio  are  endeavouring  are,  we  are  not  equal  to  this.    The  cause  of 

lo  tAake  all  the  works  of  GKxi  established  in  the  <^urch  of  England  is  included  in  that  c€ 

order  and  beauty.    Perhaps  I  am  carried  too  religion,  not  that  of  religion  in  the  church  of 

iu ;  but  it  is  in  the  road  in  to  which  the  ho-  England.    I  will  stand  up  at  all  times  for  the 

nourable  gentleman  has  led  me.    The  honour-  ri^ts  of  conscience,  as  it  is  such,  not  finr  its 

able  gentleman  would  have  us  fight  this  con-  particular  modes  against  its  general  principles. 

lederacy  of  the  powers  of  daifaiess  with  the  One  may  be  right,  another  mistaken  ;  but  if  I 

■ingle  arm  of  the  church  of  England ;  would  have  more  strength  than  my  brother,  it  shall  be 

have  us  not  aa\j  fight  against  infidelity,  but  employed  to  support,  not  to  opinress  his  weak- 

fi|^t  at  the  same  time  wiUi  all  the  faith  in  the  ness ;  If  I  have  more  light,  it  shall  be  used  to 

world  except  our  own.    In  the  moment  we  guide,  not  to  dazzle  him.  ik        4t        4t 

make  a  firont  against  the  common  enemy,  yie  *        *        *        *       '^ 


SPEECH 

ON  A  MOTION  FOR  LEAVE  TO  BRING  IN  A  BILL  TO 
REPEAL  AND  ALTER  CERTAIN  ACTS  RESPECTING 
RELIGIOUS  OPINIONS;    MAY  11,  1792.* 

*******  I  go  on  this  ground,  that  government,  rc- 
I KEVXR  govern  mjrself,  no  rational  man  ever  presenting  the  society,  has  a  general  super- 
did  govern  himself,  by  abstractions  and  uni-  intending  controul  over  all  the  actions,  and 
vermis.  I  do  not  put  abstract  ideas  wholly  over  all  the  publicly  propagated  doctrines  of 
oat  of  any  question,  because  I  well  know  that  men,  without  which  it  never  could  provide 
nader  that  name  I  should  dismiss  principles ;  adequately  for  all  the  wants  of  society ;  but 
and  diat  without  the  guide  and  light  of  sound  then  it  is  to  use  this  power  with  an  equitable 
well-understood  principles,  all  reasonings  in  discretion,  the  only  bond  of  sovereign  authority. 
Ipolitics,  as  in  every  thing  else,  would  be  only  For  it  is  not  perhaps  so  much  by'  the  assump- 
a  confused  jumble  of  particular  facts  and  de-  tion  of  unlawful  powers,  as  by  the  unwise  or 
tails,  without  the  means  of  drawing  out  any  unwarrantable  use  of  those  which  are  most 
0ort  of  theoretical  or  practical  conclusion.  A  legal,  that  governments  oppose  their  true  end 
■tatesman  differs  from  a  professor  in  an  uni-  and  object;  for  there  is  such  a  thing  as  tyranny 
wwBity  ;  the  latter  has  only  the  general  view  as  weU  as  usurpation.  Tou  can  hardly  state 
of  society ;  the  former,  the  statesman,  has  a  to  me  a  case  to  which  legislature  is  the  most 
mmber  df  circumstances  to  combine  with  those  confessedly  competent,  in  which,  if  the  rules 
general  ideas,  and  to  take  into  his  cpnsidera-  of  benignity  and  prudence  are  not  observed, 
tion.  Circumstances  are  infinite,  are  in-  the  most  mischievous  and  oppressive  things 
finitely  combined,  are  variable  and  transient ;  may  not  be  done.  So  that  after  all,  it  is  a 
he  vrbo  does  not  take  them  into  consideration  moral  and  virtuous  discretion,  and  not  any 
Is  not  errtmeous,  but  stark  mad — dot  operam  abstract  theory  of  right,  which  keeps  govem- 
wt  eum  raUone  truaniai — he  is  metaphysically  ments  faithful  to  their  ends.  Crude  uncon- 
■Md.  A  statesman,  never  losing  sight  of  nected  truths  are  in  the  world  of  practice  what 
principles,  is  to  be  guided  by  circumstances ;  falsehoods  are  in  theory. 
wad  judging  ccmtrary  to  the  exigencies  of  the  A  reasonable,  prudent,  provident,  and  mo- 
flMMuent,  he  may  ruin  bis  country  for  ever.  derate  coercion,  may  be  a  means  of  prevent- 
ing acts  of  extreme  ferocity  and  rigour ;  for  by 
♦  This  motion  was  made  by  Mr  Fox  j  and  propagating  excessive  and  extravagant  doo- 
iras  chiefly  grounded  upon  a  peUtion  present-  ^^         ^  extravagant  disorders  take  place  as 

mti  to  the  house  of  commons  by  the  unitarian     "*"*'. »  "o  '^     . 

aocSy.  require  the  most  perilous  and  fierce  correcUomi 
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to  oppoM  them.    It  if  not  moraDy  tme,  that  to  it  when  men  begin  to  fimn  now 

we  are  boond  to  ettabliah  in  every  oountrj  that  tioi«|  to  be  diatin^tiiahed  fay  nam 

form  of  reli|^on  which  in  our  miods  is  moat  especially  when  they  mingle  a  poiitiral  i 

agreeable  to  truth,  and  conduces  most  to  the  with  their  rdigiooa  optnions,  trae  or  Un, 

eternal  happiness  of  mankind.    In  the  same  plausible  or  implansible. 

manner  it  is  not  true  that  we  are,  against  the  It  is  the  interest,  and  it  is  the  dsty,  mi 

conviction  of  our  own  judgment,  to  establish  a  because  it  is  the  interest  and  the  dutjr,  k  ii 

system  of  opinions  and  practices  directly  con-  the  ri^  of  goremment,  to  attend  nock  li 

trary  to  those  ends,  only  because  some  ma-  opinions;  because  as  opinians  soon  conbiM 

jority  of  the  people,  told  by  the  head,  may  with  passicms,  even  when  tbey  do  not  prodsei 

prefer  it.    No  conscientious  man  would  wik  them,  they  have  much  inflnenoe  on  actkni. 

lingiy  establish  what  he  knew  to  be  fidse  and  Factions  are  formed  upon  opimooi;  winch 

mischievous  in  religion,  or  in  any  thing  else,  fitctions  become  in  effect  bodies  oorpontB  ii 

No  wise  man,  on  the  contrary,  would  tyran-  the  state ;  nay,  Actions  gmierato  opiniosi  ii 

nically  set  up  bis  own  sense  so  as  to  reprobate  order  to  become  a  centre  of  union,  aod  to  iar> 

that  of  tho  great  prevailing  body  of  the  commu-  nish  watchwords  to  parties;    and  this  maj 

nity,  and  pay  no  regard  to  the   established  make  it  expedient  for  govemmoit  to  Md 

opinions  and  prejudices  of  mankind,  or  refuse  things  in  themselves  innocent  and  neutral  1 

to  them  the  means  of  securing  a  religious  in-  am  not  (oad  of  defining  with  precisian  what  tho 

slruction  suitable  to  these  prejudices.    A  great  tdtimate  rights  of  the  sovereign  sv^ireme  pomr, 

deal  depends  on  the  state  in  which  you  find  in  providing  Iot  the  safety  of  die  OQDmioD> 

men.        ^^        *        4f        *        *        M^  wealth,  may  be  or  may  not  ext«ui  to.    It  wfl 

An  aHiance  between  church  and  state  in  a  signify  very  little  what  my  notions,  or  iHal 

Christain  commonwealth  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  their  own  notions  on  the  subject  may  be;  be* 

idle  and  a  fancifiil  speculation.    ^  alliance  cause,  according  to  the  exigence,  they  wiO 

is  between  two  things  that  are  in  their  nature  take  in  fact  the  steps  f^ich  seon  to  then 

distinct  and  independent,  such  as  between  two  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  idxiie; 

sovereign  states.  But  in  a  Christain  common-  for  as  self-preservation  in  individuals  is  tlis 

wealth,  the  church  and  the  state  are  one  and  first  law  of  nature,  the  same  will  prevail  is 

the  same  thing,  being  different  integral  parts  societies,  who  will,  right  or  wrong,  make  ttat 

of  the  same  whole.    For  the  church  has  been  an  object  paramount  to  all  other  rights  wfai^ 

always  divided  into  two  parts,  the  clergy  and  soever.    There  are  ways  and  means  by  whicb 

the  laity ;   of  whidi  the  laity  is  as  much  an  a  good  man  would  not  even  save  the  oonmoa- 

essential  integral  part,  and  has  as  much  its  wealth.    *  *  *  *  *  All  things  founded  <■ 

duties  and  privileges,  as  the  clerical  member ;  the  idea  of  danger  ought  in  a  great  d^ree  to 

and  in  the  rule,  order  and  government  of  the  be  temporary.    All  policy  is  very  masgaaamt 

church,  has  its  share.    Religicm  is  so  far,  in  that  sacrifices  any  part  to  the  ideal  good  of  die 

my  opinion,  from  being  out  of  the  province  or  whole.    The  object  of  the  state  is  (as  far  at 

the  duty  of  a  Christian  magistrate,  that  it  is,  may  be)  the  happiness  of  the  ¥di<de.    Whaib* 

and  it  ought  to  be,  not  only  bis  care,  but  the  ever  makes  multitudes  of  men  utteify  mi* 

principal  thing  in  his  care ;  because  it  is  one  serable,  can  never  answer  that  object;  indeed} 

of  the  great  bonds  of  human  society ;  and  its  it  contiudicts  it  wholly  and  entirely ;  and  tin 

object  the  supreme  good,  the  ultimate  end  and  happiness  or  misery  df  mankind,  esthnated  by 

object  of  man  himself.    The  magistrate,  who  their  feelings  and  sentim«its,  and  not  by  Uf 

is  a  man,  and  charged  with  the  concerns  of  thecMries  of  their  rights,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the 

men,   and  to  whom  very  specially   nothing  standard  for  the  c<»duct  of  legislators  towarii 

human  is  remote  and  indifierent,  has  a  right  the  people.     This  natural]^  and  necessarilf 

and  a  duty  to  watcb  over  it  with  an  unceasing  conducts  us  to  the  peculiar  and  characteratie 

vigilance,  to  protect,  to  promote,  to  forward  it  situation  of  a  people,  and  to  a  knowledge  of 

byevery  rational,  just,  and  prudent  means.    It  their  opinions,  prejudices,  habits,  and  al  <!» 

is  principally  his  duty  to  prevent  the  abuses  circumstances  that  diversify  and  colour  lifa 

which  grow  out  of  every  strong  and  eflicient  The  first  question  a  good  statesman  wodd  «b 

principle  that  actuates  the  human  mind.    As  himself,  therefore,  would  be,  how  and  in  whil 

religion  is  one  of  the  bonds  of  society,  he  ought  circumstances  do  you  find  the  society  audio 

not  to  suffer  it  to  be  made  the  pretext  of  act  upon  them. 

destroying  its  peace,  order,  liberty,  and  its  To  the  other  laws  relating  to  other  sodi  I 

SMnirity.    Above  all,  he  ought  strictly  to  look  have  nothing  to  say.    I  only  look  to  tho  pttf* 
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,tion  iMxh  haa  givaD  rise  to  thif  proceeding,  to  a  iheologieal  sect,  but  tre  also  a  pdkiaal 
I  confine  myself  to  that,  because,  in  my  opinion,  faction.    Ist.  As  theological,  we  are  to  shew 
its  merits  have  little  or  no  relation  to  that  of  that  they  do  not  aim  at  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
the  other  laws  which  the  right  honouraUe  gen-  their  own  liberty,  but  are  aatodated  for  the  ex- 
tleman  has  with  so  much  ability  blended  with  tress  purpose  of  proselytism.    In  proof  of  this 
U.     With  the  catholics,  with  the  Presbyterians,  first  proposition,  read  their  primary  associa- 
with  the  anabaptists,  with  the  independents,  tion.    2d.  That  their  purpose  of  proselytism 
with  the  quakers,  I  have  nothing  at  all  to  do.  is  to  collect  a  multitude  sufficient  by  force  and 
They  are  in  potm$mon,  a  great  title  in  all  violence  to  overturn  the  church.    In  proof  of 
homan  affairs.    The  tenour  and  spirit  of  our  the  second  pr(^)osition,  see  the  letter  of  Priest- 
laws,  whether  they  were  restraining  or  ^e-  ley  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  extracts  from  his  woriu. 
ther  they  were  relaxing,  have  hitherto  taken  3d.  That  the  designs  against  the  church  are 
another  course.    The  spirit  of  our  laws  has  concurrent  with  a  design  to  subvert  tlie  state. 
i^iplied  their  penalty  or  their  relief  to  the  sup-  In  proof  of  the  third  proposition,  read  the  ad- 
poeed  abuse  to  be  repressed,  or  the  grievance  vertisement  of  the  Unitarian  Society  for  cele- 
to  be  relieved ;  and  the  provision  for  a  catholic  brating  the  14th  of  July.    4th.  On  what  modd 
and  aquaker  has  been  totally  different,  accord-  they  intend  to  build,  that  it  is  the  JFVench,    In 
ing  to  his  exigence ;  you  did  not  give  a  catholic  proof  of  the  fourth  proposition,  read  the  cor- 
Kberty  to  be  freed  fi'om  an  oath,  or  a  quaker  respondence  of  the  Revolution  Society  with 
power  of  saying  mass  with  impuni^.    You  the  clubs  of  France ;    read  Priestley's  adhe- 
have  done  this,  because  you  never  have  laid  it  rence  to  their  opinions.  5th.  What  the  Frendi 
down  as  an  universal  proposition,  as  a  maxim,  is  with  regard  to  religious  toleration,  and  with 
that  nothing  relative  to  religion  was  youir  con-  regard  to,  1.  Religion — 2.  Civil  happiness — 8. 
own,  but  the  direct  contrary;  and  therefore  Virtue,  order,  and  real  liberty — 4.  Commercial 
yon  have  always  examined  whether  there  was  opulence— 5.  National  defence.    In  proof  of 
a  grievance.    It  has  been  so  at  all  times ;  the  the  fiflh  pr(^K>sition,  read  the  representation  (^ 
Isgaslatiwe,  whether  right  or  wrong,  went  no  the  French  minister  of  the  home  department, 
other  way  to  work  but  by  circumstances,  times  and  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  it. 
^nd  necessities.    My  mind  marches  the  same  Formerly,  when  the  superiourit^of  two  par- 
road  ;  my  school  is  the  practice  and  usage  of  ties  contending  for  dogmas  and  an  establish- 
paritament.  ment  was  the  question,  we  knew  in  such  a 
Old  rriigious  factions  are  volcanoes  burnt  contestthewholeofthe  evil.  Wo  knew,  for  in- 
ept ;  (Ml  the  lava  and  ashes  and  squalid  scoriae  stance,  that  Calvinism  would  prevail  according 
of  old  emptions  grow  the  peaceful  olive,  the  to  the  Westminister  catechism  with  regard  to 
cheering  vine,  and  the  sustainid^  com.    Such  tenets.  We  knew  that  presbytery  would  prevail 
WM  the  first,  sudi  the  second  conditicm  of  ia  church  government.  But  we  do  not  know  what 
YesuvicM.    But  when  a  new  fire  bursts  out,  a  opinions  would  prevail  if  the  present  dissen- 
faee  of  desolation  comes  on,  not  to  be  recti^  tens  should  become  masters.    They  will  not 
in  ages.    Therefore,  when  men  come  before  tell  us  their  present  opinions;  and  one  princi- 
ua,  and  rise  up  like  an  exhalation  fi:om  the  pie  of  modem  dissent  is,  not  to  discover  them. 
growid,  they  come  in  a  questionable  shape,  Next,  as  their  religion  is  in  a  continual  fluo- 
asd  we  must  exorcise  them,  and  try  whether  tuation,  and  is  so  by  principle  and  in  prtrfes- 
their  intents  be  wicked  or  charitable ;  whether  sion,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  know  what  it 
they  bring  airs  fit>m  heaven  or  blasts  from  hell,  will  be.    If  religion  only  related  to  the  indi- 
This  is  the  first  time  that  our  records  of  par-  vidual,  and  was  a  question  between  Grod  and 
liament  have  heard,  or  our  experience  or  his-  the  conscience,  it  would  not  be  wise,  nor  in  my 
lory  given  us  an  account  of  any  religious  con-  opinion  equitable,  for  human  authority  to  step 
gradation  <Mr  association  known  by  the  name  in.    Bat  when  religion  is  embodied  into  fao- 
wfalch  these  petitioners  have  assumed.    We  tion,  and  factions  have  objects  to  pursue,  it 
ars  now  to  see  by  what  people,  of  what  cha-  will  and  must,  more  or  less,  become  a  quea- 
rjM^eTi   and  under  what  temporary  circum-  tion  of  power  between  them.    If,  even  when 
ilaiices,  this  business  is  brought  before  you.  embodieid  into  congregations,  they  limited  their 
W«  are  to  see  whether  there  be  any,  and  what,  principle  to  their  own  congregations,  and  were 
mixture  of  political  dogmas  and  political  prao-  satisfied  themselves  to  abstain  from  what  they 
tioee  with  their  religioqs  tenets,  of  what  nature  thought  unlawful,  it  would  be  crael,  in  my 
fhfy  are,  and  how  far  they  are  at  present  opinion,  to  molest  them  in  that  tenet  and  a 
pracUcaDy  separable  firom  them.    This  faction  consequent  practice.    But  we  know  that  they 
(An  autbors  of  the  petition)  are  not  confined  not  only  entertain  these  opinions,  but  entertain 
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them  with  a  zeal  for  propagating  them  by  oovery  of  otiI  designs,  an  early  dedanUkfli 
fbr«e,  and  employing  the  power  of  law  and  and  an  early  precaution  against  them,  be  more 
place  to  destroy  esti3)Iishments,  if  ever  they     wIm  than  to  stifle  all  inquiry  about  them,  far 

should  come  to  power  sufficient  to  effect  their  -  fear  they  shoold  declare  themselves  more  eai^ 
purpose ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  they  declare  than  otherwise  they  wotdd,  and  therefore  pre* 
they  would  persecute  the  heads  of  our  church ;  cipitate  the  evil— all  this  depends  <m  the  re> 
and  the  question  is,  whether  yxM  should  keep  ality  of  the  danger.  Is  it  only  an  uubooid^ 
them  within  the  bounds  of  toleration,  or  sufan  jealousy,  as  Shakspeare  calls  it  ?  It  is  a 
ject  yourself  to  their  persecution.  question  of  fact,  does  a  design  against  theoos- 

A  bad  and  very  censurable  practice  it  is  to  stituticm  of  this  country  exist  ?  If  it  doesjud 
warp  doubtful  and  ambiguous  expressions  to  a  if  it  is  carried  oa  with  increasing  vigour  «id 
perverted  sense,  which  makes  the  charge  not  activity  by  a  restless  Action,  and  if  it  recencs 
the  crime  of  others,  but  the  constructicm  of  countenance  by  the  most  ardent  and  eodiii' 
your  own  malice;  nor  is  it  allowed  to  draw  siastic  applauses  <^  its  object,  in  the  gi«tt 
conclusions  from  allowed  premises,  which  those  council  of  this  kingdom,  by  moi  of  the  first 
who  lay  down  the  premises  utterly  deny  and  parts  which  this  kingdom  produces,  perhaps 
disown  as  their  conclusions.  For  this,  though  by  the  first  it  has  ever  produced,  can  I  think 
it  may  possibly  be  good  logic,  cannot  by  any  that  there  is  no  danger  ?  If  there  be  danger, 
possibility  whatsoever  be  a  fsdr  or  charitable  must  there  be  no  precauticm  at  all  against  it  f 
representation  of  any  man  or  any  set  of  men.  If  you  -ask  whether  I  think  the  danger  ar^gent 
It  may  show  the  erroneous  nature  of  principles,  and  immediate,  I  answer,  thank  God,  I  do 
but  it  argues  nothing  as  to  dispositions  and  in-  not.  The  body  of  the  people  is  yet  sooBd, 
tentions.  Far  be  such  a  mode  from  me.  A  the  constitution  is  in  their  heairts,  ^ile  wicked 
mean  and  unworthy  jealousy  it  would  be  to  do  men  are  endeavouring  to  put  another  into  dmr 
any  thing  upon  the  mere  speculative  apprehen-  heads.  But  if  I  see  the  very  same  beginmnp 
sion  of  what  men  will  do.  But  let  us  pass  by  which  have  commonly  ended  in  great  calinu- 
«ur  opinions  concerning  the  danger  of  the  ties,  I  ought  to  act  aui  if  diey  might  produoe 
church.  What  do  the  gentlemen  themselves  the  very  same  effects.  Eau^y  auid  prevideot 
think  of  that  danger  ?  They,  from  whom  the  fear  is  the  mother  c€  safety ;  because  ia  that 
danger  is  apprehended,  what  do  they  declare  to  state  ef  things  the  mind  is  firm  and  cofleded, 
be  their  own  designs  ?  What  do  they  conceive  and  the  judgment  unembarrassed.  But  when 
to  be  their  own  forces?  and  what  do  they  pro-     the  fear  and  the  evM  feared  come  on  together, 

claim  to  be  their  means  ?  Their  designs  they  and  press  at  once  upon  us,  detiberatios  itsdf 

declare  to  be  to  destroy  the  established  church,  is  ruinous,  which  saves  upon  aH  other  oeca- 

and  not  to  set  up  a  new  one  of  their  own,  tions;  because,  when  perils  are  instant,  it 

See  Priestley.    If  they  should  find  the  state  delajrs  decision ;  the  man  is  in  a  fluttor  and  in 

stick  to  the  church,  the  question  is,  whether  a  hurry,  and  his  judgment  is  gone,  as  the  jod^ 

they  love  the  constitution  in  state  so  well  as  ment  of  the  deposed  king  of  France  and  lus 

that  they  would  not  destroy  the  constitution  of  ministers  was  gone,  if  the  latter  did  not  pre- 

the  state  in  order  to  destroy  that  of  the  church,  meditately  betray  him.    He  was  just  come 

Most  certainly  diey  do  not.  from  his  usual  amusement  of  hunting,  when 

The  foundations  on  whidi  obedience  to  &e  head  of  the  column  of  treason  and  assassi- 

govemments  is  founded,  are  not  to  be  coo-  nation  was  arrived  at  his  house.    Let  not  the 

stantly  discussed.    That  we  are  here,  sup-  king,  let  not  the  prince  of  Wales  be  surpris- 

poses  the  discussi(m  already  made,  and  the  ed  in  this  manner.    Let  not  both  houses  of 

dispute  settled.    We  must  assume  the  rights  parliament  be  led  in  himn]:^  along  with  hna, 

of  what  represents  the  public  to  controul  the  and  have  law  dictated  to  them  by  the  Coosti- 

individual,  to  make  his  will  and  his  acts  to  tutional,  the  Revolution,  and  the  Unitariaa 

submit  to  their  will,  until   some  intolerable  Societies.    These  insect  reptiles,  vdiilst  they 

grievance  shall  make  us  know  that  it  does  not  go  on  only  caballing  and  toasting,  ody  ffl  « 

answer  its  end,  and  wiH  submit  neither  to  with  disgust ;  if  they  get  above  Uieir  nstnnl 

reformation  or  restraint.    Otherwise  we  should  size,  and  increase  tfie  quamtity,  whilst  thay 

dispute  all  the  points  of  morality,  1>efore  we  keep  the  quality  of  their  venom,  they  beeooa 

can  punish  a  murderer,  robber,  and  adulterer;  objects  of  the  greatest  terrour.    A  ajndar  m 

we  should  analyze  all  society.    Dangers,  by  his  natunil  size  is  only  a  spider,  ugly  lad 

being  despised,  grow  great ;   so  they  do  by  loathsome ;  and  his  flimsy  net  is  only  fit  for 

•bsurd  provision  against  them.     StuUi  est  catching  flies.    But,  good  Grod!  supposa  a 

dimste  non  putdram.    Whether  an  early  dis-  spider  as  large  as  an  ok,  and  that  lie  apraid 
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cablM  tbout  us,  all  the  wilds  of  Africa  would  of  our  vigilance  must  depend.    Every  private 

Aot  produce  any  thing  so  dreadful —  conspiracy,  every  open  attack  upon  the  laws 

is  dangerous.    One  robbeiy  is  an  alarm  to  all 

Quale  portentum  neque  militaris  property;  else,  I  am  sure  we  exceed  measure 

Bauniam  latisalitesculetis,      .  :„  T.,          •  u        *      a       lu    •      •       "^^^ 

Nee  Juba  tellus  general  leonum  "*  **"'  punishment.    As  robberies  mcrease  m 

Arida  nutrix.  number  and  audacity,  the   alarm  increases. 

These  wretches  are  at  war  with  us  npoa 

Think  of  them  who  dare  menace  in  the  vray  prmciple.    They  hold  this  government  to  be 

they  do  in  their  present  state,  what  would  they  an  usurpation.     See  the   language  of  the 

<io  if  they  had  power  commensurate  to  their  department. 

nalice.    Giod  forbid  I  ever  should  have  a  de-  The  whole  question  is  on  the  reality  of  the 

•podc  master — but  if  I  must,  my  choice  is  danger.    Is  it  such  a  danger  as  would  justify 

made.    I  will  have  Louis  the  XVIth,  rather  that  fear,  qtd  cadere  poteti  in  haminem  ooratan- 

tluua  Monsieur  Bailly,  or  Brissot,  or  Chabot ;  tern  et  nan  metuenUm?  This  is  the  fear  which 

rather  George  the  Hid,  or  George  the  IVth,  the  principles  (^jurisprudence  declare  to  be  a 

limn  Dr.  Priestley  or  Dr.  Kippis,  persons  who  lawful  and  justifiable  fear.    When  a  man 

would  not  load  a  tyrannous  power  by  the  poi-  threatens  my  life  openly  and  publicly,  I  may 

■oned  taunts  of  a  vulgar  low-bred  insolence,  demand  from  him  securities  of  the  peace. 

I  hope  we  have  still  spirit  enough  to  keep  us  When  every  act  of  a  man's  life  manifests  such 

from  the  <me  or  the  other.    The  contumelies  a  design  stronger  than  by  words,  even  though 

of  tyranny  are  the  worst  parts  of  it.  he  does  not  ma^e  such  a  declaration,  I  am  ju»> 

But  ifthe  danger  be  existing  in  reality,  and  tified  in  being  on  my  guard.    They  are  of 

tSbuoAj  maturing  itself  to  our  destruction,  what,  opinion,  that  they  are  already  (me-fifth  of  the 

is  it  not  better  to  take  trw»m  unprepared,  than  kingdom.    If  so,  their  force  is  naturally  not 

that  inaton  ahoukl  come  by  surprise  upon  us,  contemptible.    To  say  that  in  all  contests  the 

and  take  as  vi^epared  ?  If  we  must  have  a  decision  will  of  course  be  in  favour  of  the 

eooflict,  let  us  have  it  with  all  our  forces  fresh  greater  number,  is  by  no  means  true  in  fact. 

about  us,  with  our  government  in  full  function  For,  first,  the  greater  number  is  generally 

and  fidl  strength,  our  troops  uncorrupted,  our  composed  of  men  of  sluggish  tempers,  slow  to 

revenues  in  the  legal  hands,  our  arsenals  filled  act  and  unwilling  tQ  attempt ;  and,  by  being 

and  possessed  by  government ;  and  not  wait  till  in  possession,  are  so  disposed  to  peace,  that 

the  conspirators,  met  to  commemorate  the  14th  they  are  unwilling  to  take  early  and  vigorous 

of  July,  shall  seize  on  the  tower  oi  London,  and  measures  for  their  defence,  and  they  are  almost 

die  magazines  it  contains,  murder  the  govern-  always  caught  unprepared, 
our  and  the  mayor  of  Londcm,  seize  upon  the 

king's  person,  drive  out  the  house  of  lords,  Nee  colere  pares :  alter  vergentibus  annis 
occtq>y  your  gallery,  and  thence,  as  from  an  Id  senium  :iongoquetogffitranquillioru8U, 
hidi  tribunal,  dictate  to  you.    The  degree  of  £edidicU  jam  pace  dueem  ;- 
A^^m,  ;•   ««♦  ««!»  e^L  tu^  »u<.»»>a»..w.^  ^^^  reparare  novas  vires,  multumque  pnort 
duger  IS,  not  only  from  the  circumstances  Crederrfortunro.  Stat  ma^ni  nommis  umbra.* 
which  threaten,  but  from  the  value  of  the  ob- 
jects which  are  threatened.    A  small  danger  A  smaller  number,  more  expedite,  awakened, 
menacing  an  inestimable  object  is  of  more  active,  vigorous  and  courageous,  who  make 
importance  than  the  greatest  perUs  which  re-  amends  for  what  they  want  in  weight  by  their 
gard  one  that  is  indifferent  to  us.    The  whole  superabundance  of  velocity,  will   create  an 
question  of  the  danger  depends  upon   facts,  acting  power  of  the  greatest  possible  strength. 
The  first  fact  is,  whether  those  who  sway  in  When  men  are  furiously  and  fanatically  food 
Prance  at  present  confine  themselves  to  the  of  an  object,  thev  wifl  prefer  it,  as   is  wefl 
regulation  of  their  internal  affairs,  or  whether  known,  to  their  o^  peace,  to  their  own  pro- 
upon  system  they  nourish  cabals  in  aU  other  peKy,  and  to  their  own  lives ;  and  can  there 
countries,  to  extend  their  power  by  producing  be  a  doubt  in  such  a  case  that  they  would  pre- 
revolutions  similar  to  their  own.    2.  The  next  for  it  to  the  peace  of  their  country  ?  Is  it  to  bo 
is,   whether  we  have  any  cabala  formed  or  doubted,  that  if  they  have  not  strength  enough 
forming  withm  these  kingdoms,  to  co-operate  at  home,  they  will  caU  in  foreign  force  to  aid 
with  them  for  the  destruction  of  our  constitu-  them  ?  Would  you  deny  them  what  is  reoMih- 
tion.    On  the  solution  of  these  two  questions,  abU  for  fear  they  shouW?  Certainly  not.    Il 
joined  with  our  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  ^ouU  be  barbarous  to  pretend  to  k)ok  mto  th« 
object  to  be  affected  by  their  machinations, 
the  joftness  of  our  alarm  and  the  necessity  e  Lucan,  1. 139  to  1S3. 
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minds  of  men.    I  would  go  further,  h  would  forward  or  to  resirt  any  meaaoPB  npOD 

not  be  just  even  to  trace  consequences  from  of  its  conducing  to  die  safety  of  the  cfaoreh,  «r 

principles,  which,  though  evident  to  me,  were  averting  its  danger,  would  be  to  the  lastd^ee 

denied  by  thera.    Let  them  disband  as  a  fao-  absurd.    If  you  have  reason  to  think  thus  <^  it, 

ti(Mi,  and  let  them  act  as  individuals ;  and  when  take  the  reformation  instantly  into  your  ows 

I  see  thera  with  no  other  views  than  to  enjoy  hands  whilst  you  are  yet  covA,  and  can  do  it  is 

their  own  conscience  in  peace,  I  for  one  shall  measure  and  propcHtion,  and  not  under  the 

most  cheerfully  vote  for  their  relief.  influence  of  election  tests  and  popular  fbry. 

A  tender  conscience,  of  all  ihmgs,  ought  to  But  here  I  assume  that  by  &r  the  greatff 

be  tenderly  handled  ;  for  if  you  do  not,  you  number  of  those  who  compose  the  bouse,  are 

injure  not  only  the  conscience,  but  the  whole  of  opinion,  that  this  natural  church  estaUisb- 

moral  frame  and  constitution  is  injured,  re-  ment  is  a  great  nati<mal  benefit,  a  great  paUie 

curring  at  times  to  remorse,  and  seeking  r&-  blessing,  and  that  its  existence  or  non-ezis> 

fuge  only  in  makuig  the  conscience  calbus.  tence  df  course,  is  a  thing  by  no  means  indif- 

But  the  conscience  of  faction,  the  conscience  ferent  to  the  public  welfare :  then,  to  them,  its 

ofsedition,  the  c(Hiscience  of  conspiracy,  war,  danger  or  its  safety  must  enter  deeply  into 

and  confusion      *      *      *     *      *     *  every  question  which  has  a  relation  to  it   It 

Whether  any  thing  be  proper  to  be  denied  is  not  because  ungrounded  alarms  have  been 

which  is  right  in  itself,  because  it  may  lead  given,  that  there  never  can  exist  a  real  danger; 

to  the  denumd  of  others,  which  it  is  improper  perhaps  the   worst  effect  of  an  ungromided 

to  grant ; — abstractedly  speaking,  there  can  be  alarm  is  to  make  people  insensible  to  the  ap- 

no  doubt  that  this  question  ought  to  be  decided  proach  of  a  real  perU.    duakerism  is  strict, 

in  the  negative.    But  as  no  moral  questions  methodical,  in  its  nature  highly  aristocratical, 

are  ever  abstract  questions,  this,  before  I  judge  and  so  regular,  that  it  has  brought  the  whole 

upon  any  abstract  proposition,  must  be  embo-  community  to  the  condition  of  one  fionily ;  but 

died  in  circumstances ;  for  since  things  are  it  does  not  actually  interfere  with  the  govern* 

right  or  wong,  morally  speaking,  only  by  their  ment.    The  principle  of  your  petitioners  is  oo 

relation  and  connection  with  other  things,  this  passive  conscientious  dissent  on  account  of  an 

very  question  of  what  it  is  politically  ri^t  to  over-scrupulous  habit  of  mind  ;  the  disBexA  oo 

grant,  depends  upon  this  relation  to  its  effects,  their  part  is  fundamental,  goes  to  the  very 

It  is  the  direct  office  of  wisdom  to  look  to  the  root ;  and  it  is  at  issue  not  upon  this  rigl^  or 

consequences  of  the  acts  we  do ;  if  it  be  not  that  ceremony,  on  this  or  that  school  opinioB, 

this,  it  is  worth  nothing — it  is  out  of  place  and  but  upon  this  one  question  of  an  establishment, 

of  function ;  and  a  downright  fool  ia  as  capaUe  as  unchristian,  unlawful,  contrary  to  the  Gos- 

of  government  as  Charles  Fox.    A  man  de-  pel,  and  to  natural  ri^t,  popidi  and  idola- 

sires  a  sword;  why  should  he  be  refused?  a  trious.    These  are  the  principles  violently  and 

sword  is  a  means  of  defence,  and  defence  is  fanatically  held  and  pursued — ^taught  to  their 

the  natural  right  of  man ;  nay,  the  first  of  all  chikbren,  who  are  sworn  at  the  altar  like  Ha&> 

his  rights,  and  which  comprehends  them  all.  nibal.     The  war  is  with  the  establishment 

But  if  I  know  that  the  sword  desired  is  to  be  itself,  no  quarter,  no  compromise.    As  a  party, 

employed  to  cut  my  own  throat,  common  sense,  they  are  inBnitely  mischievous ;  see  the  decla- 

and  my  own  selMefence,  dictate  to  me  to  rations  ofPriestley  and  Price— declarations  yoa 

keep  out  of  his  hands  this  natural  right  of  the  will  say,  of  hot  men.     Likely  enough— bat 

sword.    But  whether  this  denial  be  wise  or  who  are  the  coo/  men  who  have  disclaimed 

foolish,  just  or  unjust,  prudent  or  cowardly,  them?  not  one, — no,  not  one.   Which  of  them 

depends  entirely  on  the  state  of  the  man^s  has  ever  told  you  that  they  do  not  mean  t» 

means.  A  man  may  have  very  ill  dispositions,  dettroy  the  church,  if  ever  it  should  be  in  Umr 

and  yet  be  so  very  weak  as  to  make  all  pre-  power  ?  Which  of  them  has  told  you  that  this 

caution  foolish.  See  whether  this  be  the  case  woidd  not  be  the  first  and  favourite  use  of  any 

of  these  dissenters, as  to  their  designs,  as  to  power  they  shouki  get?   not  obo, — no,  not 

their  means,  nimibers,  activity,  zed,  foreign  one.    Declarations  of  hot  men!  The  danger  ki 

assistance.  thence,  that  they  are  under  the  -condutt  of  hot 

The  first  question  to  be  decided,  when  we  men ;  faUoi  in  amcre  odia  nonjSngtn. 
talk  c^  the  church's  being  in  danger  fiom  any        They  say,  they  are  well  aflf^ted  to  the 

particular  measure,  is,  whether  the  danger  to  state,  and  mean  only  to  destroy  the  cfaardu 

the  church  is  a  public  eyil ;  for  to  those  who  If  this  be  the  utmost  of  their  meaning,  job 

think  that  the  national  church  establishment  is  must  first  consider  whether  you  wudi  year 

itself  a  national  grievancoj  to  desire  them  to  church  establishment  to  be  destroyed ;  if  yon 
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do,  jou  had  much  better  do  it  now  in  temper,  eubsdtiite  the  following  lest  In  the  room  of 

in  a  grave,  moderate,  and  pariiamentaiy  way.  ]f  *»»f  ™  intended  to  be  repealed.    * « I,  A.  B. 

n>«t  tr «»»  •kw.v  jji  ■«■!_•  __ll1  *k.«  -*.,  ♦i.;JL  do,  in  the  presence  of  Ood,  sucerelj  profess 

Bm  ifyou  thmk  otherwise,  and  that  you  thmk  ^nk  believe,  that  a  religioui  establishment  in 

tt  to  be  an  mTaloable  bleasmg,  a  way  fiiUy  this  state,  is  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  Ood,  or 

•ufficient  to  nourish  a  manly,  rational,  solid,  disagreeable  to  the  law  of  nature,  or  to  the  true 

and  at  the  same  time  humble  piety  ;  if  you  Principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  or  that  it  is 

£.j  :♦  —11  i:»*-wi  ^    iU    e              j      **         r  noxious  to  the  community  :  and  I  do  sincerely 

find  It  weU  fitted  to  the  frame  and  pattern  of  promise  and  engage,  before  Ood,  that  I  never 

yeur  civil  constitution  ;  if  you  find  it  a  barrier  will,  by  any  conspiracy,  contrivance,  or  poll- 

againet  fanaticism,  infidelity  and  atheism ;  if  tical  device  whatever,  attempt,  or  abet  othem 

yoo  find  that  it  furnishes  support  to  the  human  !?  *°y  *?®°?^'  ^9  subvert  the  constitution  of 

'  i_j  •     ».       a-^'           J  J-  *            _r  .L  ^ne  church  of  England,  as  the  same  is  now  by 

nrnd  m  the  afflictions  and  distresses  of  the  law  established,  and  that  I  will  not  employ  any 

world,  consolation  m  sickness,  pain,  poverty,  power  or  influence  which  I  may  derive  fyom  any 

and  death  ;  if  it  dignifies  our  nature  with  the  o^c^  corporate,  or  any  other  ofllce,  which  I 

hope  of  immortality,  leaves  inquiry  fiee  whilst  i!i}?'Z!^Ii}l}?li^!i^"  ^l^'^T^Z*  !^'^  ***'" 

i-                           "i/l    -^    X           u     L  and  successors,  to  destroy  and  subvert  the  same  ; 

It  preserves  an  authonty  to  teach  where  au-  or,  to  cause  members  to  be  elected  Into  any  cor- 

dmri^  only  can  teach,  oommunia  altariaf  <ague  poration,  or  into  parliament,  give  my  vote  in 

aepatiam,  diUgke,  mlite.foveU,        *          *  ^V^  election  of  any  member  or  members  of  par- 

4i         %         :^         :^         4t         j^        1^  liament,  or  into  any  office,  for,  or  on  account  of 

their  attachment  to  any  other,  or  diflferent  reli- 
gious opinions  or  establishments,  or  with  any 

'  nope  that  they  may  promote  the  same  to  the 

prejudice  of  the  established  church,  but  will  du- 

In  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  which  took  tifully  and  peaceably  content  myself  with  my 

^ce  in  the  year  1790,  Mr.  Burke  declared  his  private  liberty  of  conscience,  as  the  same  u 

nttentioo,  In  case  the  motion  for  repealing  the  allowed  by  law." 

tea  acts  had  been  agreed  to,  of  proposing  to  <*  So  help  me  Ood.» 


SPEECH 

ON  THE  MOTION  MADE  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  THE  7th 
OF  FEBRUARY,  1771,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MIDDLESEX  ELEC- 
TION.* 

*******  the  people  should  not  choose  their  own  repre- 

Iir    every  complicated  constituticm    (and  sentative  is  a  saying  which  shakes  the  con- 

iveiy  free  constitution  is  complicated)  cases  stitution.    That  this  house  should  name  the 

vin    arise,   when  the  several  orders  of  the  representative,  is  a  saying  which,  followed 

t«te  v9t!\  clash  with  one  another ;  and  disputes  by  practice,  subverts  the  constitution.    They 

rill    arise  about  the  limits  of  their  several  have  the  right  of  electing,  you  have  a  right 

i^ts  and  privileges.    It  may  be  almost  im-  of  expelling  ;  they  of  choosing,  you  of  judging, 

lossible  to  reconcile  them.        '¥        if        ^  uid  only  of  judging,  of  the  choice.    What 

Carry  the  principle  on  by  which  you  expelled  bounds  shall  be  set  to  the  freedom  of  that 

iCr.  Wilkes,  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  house,  choice  ?    Their  right  is  prior  to  ours,  we  aH 

mxd\y  a  man  in  the  nation,  who  may  not  be  difr*  originate  there.    They  are  the  mortal  enemies 

jollified.  That  this  house  should  have  no  power  of  the  house  of  commons,  who  would  persuade 

C«Kp«drion  is  an  hard  saying.  That  this  house  them  to  think  or  to  act,  as  if  they  were  a 

boold  have  a  general  discretionary  power  of  sclf^originated  magistracy,  independent  <^  the 

iisqualification  is  a  dangerous  saying.    That  people,  and  unconnected  with  their  opinionk 

and  feelings.    Under  a  pretence  of  exalting 

*  This  motion,  which  was  for  leave  to  bring  the  dignity,  they  undermine  the  very  founda- 

in  a  ImU  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  electors  in  ^:^^^  ^  ^^  house.   When  the  question  is  aakp 

SKS..*°n^"';S'Sj&byTS.^yS.y«r^^^    «.*«^,*ald«.aA.U.epeople.wh«e«nd» 
iifalnet  lo£  cUunour  ?  we  apply  to  the  treasury  bench,  and 
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they  ten  «  it  ifl  from  the  efforts  of  libellers  Id  order  to  estaOiUeli  ibk  priwaple,  if  kiMl 

and  the  wickedneee  of  the  people :— a  worn-  not  be  sofficieotly  proired  bj  being  stated,  td 

out  ministerial  pretence.    If  abroad  the  peo-  me  what  are  the  criteria,  die  diaracteriitia, 

pie  aie  deceived  by  popular,  within  we  are  by  ^idi  yoa   distinguidi  between  a  lepf 

deluded  by  ministeriaJ  cant.    The  question  lative  and  a  juridical  act.  It  will  be  neoeaa; 

amounts  to  this,  whether  you  mean  to  be  a  testate  shoruy  the  difference  between  a lflp» 

legal  tribunal,  or  an  arbitrary  and  despotic  aa-  lative  and  a  juridical  act.    A  legisbtiwe  act 

■embly.   I  see  and  I  feel  the  delicacy  and  dif-  has  no  reference  to  any  rale  but  these  tso, 

ficulty  of  the  ground  upon  which  we  stand  m  original  justice  and  disoretiooary  applieitiak 

this  question.    I  could  wish,  indeed,  that  they  Therefore  it  can  give  rights,  ri^lrts  wfaareM 

who  advise  the  crown,  had  not  left  parliament  rights  existed  before  ;  and  it  can  take  ain^ 

in  this  very  ungraceful  distress,  in  which  they  rights  where  they  were  before  ewlahliwhwl.  For 

can  neither  retract  with  dignity,  nor  persist  the  law  which  binds  aU  others,  does  not  wA 

with  justice.    Another  parliament  might  have  cannot  bind  the  lawmaker ;  he,  and  he  aloH, 

satisfied  the  people  without  lowering  them-  is  above  the  law.    But  a  judge,  a  pecsoaef* 

selves.    But  our  situation  is  not  in  our  own  erctsing  a  judicial  capacity,  is  neither  to  af|i^ 

choice  ;  our  conduct  in  that  situation  is  all  to  original  justice,   nor  to   a  discretioniy 

that  is  in  our  own  option.    The  substance  of  application  of  it.    He   goes   to  justice  nil 

the  question  is,  to  put  bounds  to  your  own  discretion  only  at  second  hand,  and  tfaragk 

power  by  the   rules  and  principles  of  law.  the  medium  d*  some   superiours.    He  ii  to 

This  is,  I  am  sensible,  a  difficult  thing  to  the  work  neither  upon  his  opinicm  of  the  oaeBor 

corrupt,  grasping,  and  ambitious  part  of  human  of  the  other,  but  upon  a  6zed  rule,  of  frisek 

nature.    But  the  very  difficulty  argues  and  he  has  not  the  making,  but  singly  and  soUf 

enforces  tlie  necessity  of  it.    First,  because  the  cppHcation  to  the  case. 
the  greater  the  power,  the  more  dangerous         The  power  assumed  by  the  house  neidw  i 

the  abuse.    Since  the  revolution,  at  least,  nor  can  be  judicial  power  exercised  accoidii| 

the  power  of  the  nation  has  all  flowed  with  a  to  known  law.    The    properties  of  law  aie, 

full  tide  into  the  house  of  comm<Mis.    Secondly,  first,  that  it  isAioold  be  known;  secomfiyi  tbtt 

because  the  house  of  commons,  as  it  is  the  it  should  be  fixed,  and  not  occasional.    Fint, 

most  powerful,  is  the  most  corruptible  part  of  this  power  cannot  be  according  to  dw  fiat 

the  whole  constitution.    Our  public  wounds  property  of  law ;  because  no  man  does  or  cu 

cannot  be  concealed  ;  to  be  cured,  they  must  know  it,  nor  do  you   yourselves  know  ifoi 

be  laid   open.     The  public  does   think  we  what  grounds  you  will  vote  the  incapadljaf 

are  a  corrupt  body.    In  our  legislative  ca^  any  man.    No  man  in  Westminister  Hall,* 

yaaty  we  are  in  most  instances  esteemed  a  in  any  court  upon  earth,  will  say  that  is  lav 

▼ery  wise  body.    In  our  judicial,  we  have  no  upon  which,  if  a  man  going  to  his  cooDsel 

credit,  no  character  at  all.    Our  judgments  should  say  to  him,  What  is  my  tenure  is  liv 

stink  in  the  nosrils  <X  the  people.    They  think  cS  this  estate?  he  would  answer  truly,  ar|I 

us  to  be  not  only  without  virtue,  but  without  know  not,  the  court  has  no  rule  but  its  om 

shame.  Therefore  the  greatness  of  our  power,  discretion  ;  they  will  determine.     It  is  BOi  a 

jmd  tlie  great  and  just  opinion  of  our  corrup-  fixed  law— <because  you  prc^ess  you  vary  ittO' 

tibility  and  our  corruption,  render  it  necessary  cording  to  the  occasion,  exercise  it  according 

to  fix  some  bound,  to  plant  some  landmark  to  your  discretion  ;  no  man  can  call  for  it  IB  a 

which  we  are  never  to  exceed.    This  is  what  ri^t.    It  is  argu^  that  the  ineapaci^  iiBOt 

the  bill  proposes.    First,  on  this  head,  I  lay  <Nriginally  voted,  but  a  consequence  of  a  power 

it  down  as  a  fundamental  rule  in  the  law  and  of  expulsion :  but  if  you  expel,  not  xspoa  1^ 

constitution  of  this  country,  that  this  house  but  upon  arbitrary,  that  is,  upon  discretioDaiT 

has  not  by  itself  alone  a  legislative  authority  grounds,  and  the  incapacity  \b  ex  ti  iermdt 

in  any  case  whatsoever.    I  know  that  the  con-  and  inclusively  compreh^ided  in   the  eipoi- 

trary  was  the  doctrine  of  the  usurping  house  sion,  is  not  the  incapacity  voted  in  the  ezpol' 

of  commons  whicli  threw  down  the  fences  and  sion  ?  Are  they  not  convertible  term?  ^ 

bulwarks  of  law,  which  annihilated  first  the  if  incapacity  is  voted  to  be  inherent  ineip^ 

lords,  then  the  crown,  then  its  constituents,  sion,  if  expulsion  be  arbitrary,  Incapaatf  ii 

But  the  first  thing  that  was  done  on  the  re-  arbitrary  also.    I  have  therefore  shown,  that 

storation  of  the  constitution^  was  to  settle  this  the  power  of  incapadtatioii  is  a  legirialiv* 

point     Secondly,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  power ,  I  have  cdkown  that  legidative  po««r 

that  the  power  of  occasional  incapacitation  does  not  belong  to  the  house  of  comnou; 

on  discretionary  grounds  is  a  legislative  power,  and  therefore  it  follows  that  the  haimd 
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•otnmons  has  not  a  power  of  incapacita-  stands  upon  two  principles :  First,  an  incar 

'^  OB-  pacity  arising  from  the  supposed  incongruity 

I  know  not  the  origin  of  the  house  of  com-  of  two  duties  in  the  commonwealth.     S»- 

I,  iMit  am  very  sure  that  it  did  not  create  condly,  an   incapacity  arising  from  unfiuiess 

itself;  the  electors  were  prior  to  the  elected :  by  infirmity  of  nature  or  the  criminality  of 

wbose  rights  originated  either  from  the  peo-  conduct.    As  to  the  first  class  of  incapacities, 

pie  at  Urge,  or  from  some  other  form  of  legis-  they  have  no  hardship  annexed  to  them.    The 

lature,  which  never  could  intend  for  the  chosen  persons  so  incapacitated,  are  paid  by  one  dig- 

m  power  of  superseding  the  choosers.  nity  for  what  they  abandon  in  another,  and  for 

If  you  have  not  a  power  of  declaring  an  the  most  part  the  situation  arises  from  their 

facapacity  simply  by  the  mere  act  of  declaring  own  choice.     But  as  to  the  second,  arising 

it,  it  is  evident  to  the  most  ordinary  reascxi  you  from  an  unfitness  not  fijced  by  nature,  but 

eaimot  have  a  right  of  expubion,  inferring  or  superinduced  by  some  positive  acts,  or  arising 

imlher  including  an  incapacity.    For  as  the  from  honourable  motives,  such  as  an  occa- 

lavr,  when  it  gives  any  direct  right,  gives  also  sional  personal  disability,  of  all  things  it  ought 

as  necessary  incidents  all  the  means  of  ao-  to  be  defined  by  the  fixed  rule  of  law— what 

quiruig  the  possession  of  that  right,  so  where  Lord  Coke  calls  the  golden  metwand  of  the 

it  does  not  give  a  right  directly,  it  refines  all  law,  and  not  by  the  crcxtked  cord  of  discretioo. 

'tfie  means  by  which  such  a  right  may  by  any  Whatever  is  general  is  better  borne.     We 

medioms  be  exercised,  or  in  effect  be  indi<  take  our  common  lot  with  men  of  the  same 

rectly  acquired.    Else  it  is  very  obvious  that  description.    But  to  be  selected  and  marked 

Ibe  intention  of  the  law  in  refiising  that  right  out  by  a  particular  brand  of  unworthiness 

might  be  entirely  frustrated,  and  die  whole  among  our  fellow-citizens,  is  a  lot  of  aU  others 

power  of  the  legislature  bafBed.    If  there  be  the  hardest  to  be  borne ;  and  consequently  is 

DO  certain  invariable  rule  of  eligibility,  it  were  of  all  others  that  act  which  ought  only  to  be 

better  to  get  simplicity,  if  certainty  is  not  to  trusted  to  the  legislature,  as  not  only  legiata- 

be  had,  and  to  resolve  all  the  franchises  of  the  tiue  in  its  nature,  but  of  all  parts  of  legislature 

■alject  into  this  one  short  proposition — the  the  most  odious.    The  question  is  over,  if  this 

wiii  and  pleasure  of  the  house  of  commons,  is  shewn  not  to  be  a  legislative  act.    But  what 

The  argument  drawn  from  the  courts  of  law  is  very  usual  and  natmral,  is  to  corrupt  judi- 

applying  &e  principles  of  law  to  new  cases  as  cature  iuto  legislature.    On  this  point  it  is 

they  emerge,  is  altogether  frivolous,  inapplica-  proper  to  inquire  whether  a  court  (^judicature, 

Ue,  and  arises  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  which  decides  without  appeal,  has  it  as  a  ne- 

boonds  between  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  cessaiy  incident  of  such  judicature,  that  what- 

and  of  the  separate  maxims  that  govern  these  ever  it  decides  is  de  jure  law.    Nobody  will, 

two  provinces  of  law  that  are  eternally  sepa-  I  hope,  assert  this,  because  the  direct  oonse- 

rate.    Undoubtedly  the  courts  of  law,  where  quence  woukl  be  the  entire  extinction  of  the 

m  new  case  comes  before  them,  as  diey  do  difference  between  true  and  false  judgments, 

every  hour,  then,  that  there  may  be  no  defect  For  if  the  judgm^it  makes  the  law,  and  not 

in  justice,  call  in  similar  principles,  and  the  the  law  directs  the  judgment,  it  is  impossible 

exunple  of  the  nearest  determination,  and  do  there  should  be  such  a  thing  as  an  iUeg&l  judg- 

every  thing  to  draw  the  law  to  as  near  a  con-  ment  given. 

fbrmity  to  general  equity  and  right  reason  as  But  instead  of  standing  upon  this  ground, 
tfiey  can  bring  it  wiUi  its  being  a  fixed  prin-  they  introduce  another  question,  wholly  foreign 
«nple.  Boni  jttdida  ett  ampliare  jtudtiam-^  to  it,  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  as 
diat  is,  to  make  open  and  liberal  justice.  But  if  it  were  law.  Ami  then  the  questicm  i»— 
in  criminal  matters  this  parity  df  reason  and  By  the  constitution  of  this  coun^,  what  de- 
these  analogies  ever  have  been,  and  ever  ou^t  gree  of  submission  is  due  to  the  authoritative 
to  be  dunned.  acts  of  a  limited  power  ?  This  question  of  sub- 
Whatever  is  incident  to  a  court  of  judica-  mission,  dotennine  it  how  you  please,  has 
tore  is  necessary  to  the  house  of  commons,  as  nothing  to  do  in  this  discussion  and  in  this 
judging  in  elections.  But  a  power  of  mak-  house.  Here  it  is  not  how  long  the  people 
iag  incapacities  is  not  necessary  to  a  court  are  bound  to  tolerate  the  illegality  of  our  judg- 
of  judicature — therefore  a  power  of  making  ments,  but  whether  we  have  a  right  to  sub- 
ineapacities  is  not  necessary  to  the  house  of  stitute  our  occasional  opinion^  in  the  place  of 
commons.  la^i  so  as  to  deprive  the  citizen  of  his  frail* 
Incapacity,  declared  by  whatever  authority,  chise.        ♦♦♦♦•• 
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It  ii  always  to  be  lamented  when  men  are  To  core  these  distempers  is  difficult,  if  sol 
driven  to  search  into  the  foundations  of  the  impossible ;  the  only  thing  therefore  left  to  mt 
commonwealth.  It  is  certainly  necessary  to  the  commonwealth,  is  to  preyent  their  retm 
resort  to  the  theory  of  your  government,  when-  too  frequently.  The  objects  in  view  aie,  t» 
ever  you  propose  any  alteration  in  the  frame  of  have  parliaments  as  frequent  as  they  can  bt| 
it,  whether  that  alteration  means  the  revival  of  without  distracting  them  in  the  prosecutioB  of 
some  former  antiquated  and  forsaken  consti-  public  business ;  on  one  hand,  to  secure  dmr 
tution  of  state,  or  the  introduction  of  some  dependence  upon  the  pe(^le ;  on  the  other.  Is 
new  improvement  in  the  commonwealth.  The  give  them  that  quiet  in  their  minds,  and  that 
object  of  our  deliberation  is,  to  promote  the  ease  in  their  fortunes,  as  to  enaUe  thtm  kt 
good  purposes  for  which  elections  have  been  perform  the  most  arduous  and  most  paoAl 
instituted,  and  to  prevent  their  inconveniences,  duty  in  the  world  with  spirit,  with  efficisa^i 
If  we  thought  frequent  electicms  attended  with  with  independency,  and  with  ejqtorience,  m 
no  inconvenience,  or  with  but  a  trifling  incon-  real  public  counsellors,  not  as  the  caavaMm 
venience,  the  strong  overruling  principle  of  at  a  perpetual  election.  It  is  wise  to  ooni{Mi 
the  constituticm  would  sweep  us  Uke  a  torrent  as  many  good  ends  as  possibly  you  can,  ui 
towards  them.  But  your  remedy  is  to  be  seeing  there  are  inoonveniencea  on  both  sidsi^ 
suited  to  your  disease — ^your  present  disease,  with  benefits  on  both,  to  give  up  a  part  of  ths 
and  to  your  whole  disease.  That  man  thinks  benefit  to  soften  the  inconvenience.  The  pa^ 
much  too  highly,  and  therefore  he  thinks  feet  cure  is  imfn-acticable,  because  the  disorder 
weakly  and  delusively,  of  any  contrivance  of  is  dear  to  those  from  whom  alone  the  core  cm 
human  wisdom,  who  believes  that  it  can  make  possibly  be  derived.  The  utmost  to  be  dons 
any  sort  of  approach  to  perfection.  There  is  is  to  palliate,  to  mitigate,  to  respite,  to  in% 
not,  there  never  was,  a  principle  of  govern-  off  the  evil  day  of  the  coostitution  to  jt» 
ment  under  heaven  that  does  not  in  tbo  very  Utest  possible  hour,  and  may  it  be  a  vwy 
pursuit  of  the  good  it  proposes,  naturally  and    late  one ! 

inevitably  lead  into  some  inconvenience,  whidi        This  bill,  I  fear,  would  precipitate  one  of 

makes  it  absolutely  necessary  to  counterwork     two  Cimsequences,  I  know  not  which  rooal 

and  weaken  the  application  of  that  first  princi-     likely,  or  which  most  dangerous ;  either  tint 

pie  itself;  and  to  abandon  something  ci  the    the  crown,  by  its  constant  stated  power,  iin 

extent  of  the  advantage  you  proposed  by  it,  in    fluence,  and  revenue,    would   Wear  out  all 

order  to  prevent  also  the  inconveniences  which    exposition  in  elections,  or  that  a  violent  ud 

have  arisen  from  the  instrument  of  all  the  good    furious  popular  spirit  would  arise.  I  must  srsi 

you  had  in  view.  to  satisfy  me,  the  remedies ;  I  must  see,  froa 

To  govern  according  to  the    sense,  and    their  operation  in  the  cure  of  the  okievU,  and 

agreeably  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  is  a    in  the  cure  ci  those  new  evils  whidi  are  »• 

great  and  glorious  object  of  government.  This    separable  firom  all  remedies,  how  they  balaacs 

object  cannot  be  obtained  but  through  the  me-    each  other,  and  what  is  the  total  resuk.    The 

dium  of  popular  election ;  and  popular  election    excellence  of  mathematics  and  metaphysics, 

IS  a  mighty  evil.    It  is  such,  and  so  great  an    is  to  have  but  one  thing  before  you;  hfA  hs 

«vil,  that  though  there  are  few  nations  ^ose    forms  the  best  judgm«it  in  all  moral  djiiqiiiii- 

monarchs  were  not  originally  elective,  very  few    tions,  who  has  the  greatest  number  and  variaCf 

are  now  elected.    They  are  the  distempers  of    of  cMisiderations  in  one  view  before  bin,  ud 

elections  that  have  destroyed  all  free  states,    can  take  them  in  >with  the  best  possible  oon- 

sideraticm  of  the  middle  results  of  alL 
.*  This  speech  was  delivered  upon  one  of        Weof  the  opposition,  who  are  not  friends  to 

the  duration  of  Parliaments  ;  but  the  precise     *""  smcenty  to  the  people,  that  m  our  oIMf 
date  cannot  be  ascertained.  tion  of  systematic  opposition  to  the  ptwrt 
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ministers,  in  which  all  our  hope  of  rendering  can  well  see  whether  we  are  tools  of  a  court  or 
it  effectual  depends  upon  popular  interest  and  their  honest  servants.  Of  that  they  can  well 
frvour,  we  will  noi  flatter  them  by  a  surrender  judge,  and  I  wish  that  they  always  exercised 
of  our  uninfluenced  judgment  and  opinion;  their  judgment;  but  of  the  particular  merits  of 
we  give  a  security,  that  if  ever  we  should  be  in  a  measure  I  have  other  standards.  *  * 
another  situation,  no  flattery  to  any  other  sort  *  *  *  *  *  That  the  fre- 
of  power  and  influence  would  indtice  us  to  act  quency  of  elections  proposed  by  this  bill  has  a 
against  the  true  interests  of  the  people.  tendency  to  increase  the  power  and  considera- 
All  are  agreed  that  parliament  should  not  tion  of  the  electors,  not  lessen  corruptibility, 
be  perpetual ;  the  only  question  is,  What  is  I^do  most  readily  allow ;  so  far  it  is  desirable ; 
dw  most  convenient  time  for  their  duration  ?  this  is  wliat  it  has,  I  will  tell  you  now  what  it 
Oto  which  there  are  three  opinions.  We  are  has  not.  1st.  It  has  no  sort  of  tendency  to  in- 
agreed  too,  that  the  term  ought  not  to  be  crease  their  integrity  and  public  spirit,  unless 
cfaftoem  most  likely  in  its  operation  to  spread  an  increase  of  power  has  an  operation  upon 
coavpdoa,  and  to  augment  the  ah'eady  over-  voters  in  elections  that  it  has  in  no  other 
pvwn  influMice  of  the  crown.  On  these  prin-  situation  in  the  world,  and  upon  no  other  part 
cjplas  I  mean  to  debate  the  question.  It  is  of  mankind.  2d.  This  bill  has  no  tendency 
Msy  to  pretend  a  zeal  for  liber^.  Those  who  to  limit  the  quantity  of  influence  in  the  crown, 
l^uek  themselves  not  likely  to  be  incumbered  to  render  its  operation  more  difficult,  or  to 
ifidi  the  performance  of  their  promises,  either  counteract  that  operation  which  it  cannot  pre- 
tnok  their  known  inability  or  total  indifference  vent  in  any  way  whatsoever.  It  has  its  full 
almat  the  performance,  never  fiiil  to  entertain  weight,  its  full  range,  and  its  uncontrouled 
dw  most  kAy  ideas.  They  are  certainly  the  operation  on  the  electors  exactly  as  it  had 
specious,  and  they  cost  them  neither  re-  before.  3d.  Nor,  thirdly,  does  it  abate  the  in- 
to frame,  nor  pains  to  modify,  nor  ma-  terest  or  inclination  of  ministers  to  apply  that 
to  support.  The  tarit  is  of  another  influence  to  the  electors :  on  the  contrary,  it 
to  those  who  mean  to  promise  nothing  renders  it  much  more  necrasary  to  them,  if 
dnt  it  is  not  in  their  intention  or  may  possibly  they  seek  to  have  a  majority  in  parliament,  to 
bn  in  dieir  power  to  perform ;  to  those  who  are  increase  the  means  of  that  influence,  and  re- 
hRmd  and  principled  no  more  to  delude  the  double  their  diligence,  and  to  sharpen  dexterity 
wdarstandings  than  to  violate  the  liber^  of  in  the  application.  The  whole  effect  of  the  bill 
fimt  feUow^subjects.  Faithful  watchmen  we  is  therefore  the  removing  the  application  of 
oa^t  to  be  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of  some  part  of  the  influence  from  the  elected  to 
ths  peo|4e.  But  our  duty,  if  we  are  qualified  the  electors,  and  further  to  strengthen  and  ex- 
Ibr  it  as  we  ought,  is  to  give  them  information,  tend  a  court  interest  already  great  and  power- 
aid  not  to  receive  it  from  them ;  we  are  not  to  fill  in  boroughs ;  here  to  fix  their  magazines 
f»  to  sdiool  to  them  to  learn  the  principles  of  and  places  of  arms,  and  thus  to  make  them 
aw  and  government.  In  doing  so,  we  should  the  principal,  not  the  secondary  theatre  of 
not  datifrdly  serve,  but  we  should  basely  and  their  manoeuvres  for  securbg  a  determined 
Kradaloosly  betray  the  people,  who  are  not  majority  in  parliament. 
eipable  of  this  service  by  nature,  nor  in  any  I  believe  nobody  will  deny  that  the  electors 
hf^vfr^  called  to  it  by  the  constitution.  I  are  corruptible.  They  are  men ;  it  is  saying 
DBverentiany  look  up  to  the  opinion  of  the  peo-  nothing  worse  of  them ;  many  of  them  are  but 
pie,  and  with  an  awe  that  is  almost  supersti-  ill  informed  m  their  minds,  many  feeble  in 
tioaa.  I  duNild  be  ashamed  to  show  my  face  their  circumstances,  easily  over-reached,  easily 
bdbre  them,  if  I  changed  my  ground,  as  they  seduced.  If  they  are  many,  the  wages  of  c<»^ 
oied  op  or  cried  down  men,  or  things,  or  ruption  are  the  lower;  and  would  to  GJod  it 
o^aioiis ;  if  I  wavered  and  shifted  about  with  were  not  rather  a  contemptible  and  hypocritical 
every  diange,  and  joined  in  it,  or  opposed,  as  adulation  than  a  charitable  sentiment,  to  say 
best  answered  any  low  interest  or  passion ;  if  that  there  is  already  no  debauchery,  no  cor- 
I  held  them  up  hopes,  which  I  knew  I  never  ruption,  no  bribery,  no  perjury,  no  blind  fury 
ioteDded,  or  promised  what  I  well  knew  I  could  and  interested  faction  among  the  electors  in 
Boc  perform.  Of  all  these  things  they  are  per-  many  parts  of  this  kingdom :  nor  is  it  suipris- 
bet  sovereign  judges  without  appeal ;  but  as  to  ing  or  at  all  blameable  in  that  class  of  private 
Ibe  detail  oif  particular  measures,  or  to  any  men,  when  they  see  their  neighbours  aggran* 
'i  schemes  of  policy,  they  have  neither  dized  and  themselves  poor  and  virtuous  with* 
of  speculation  in  the  closet,  nor  of  expe-  out  that  edai  or  digni^  which  attends  men  in 
in  busineat  to  decide  upon  it.    They  higher  situations. 
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Bat  admit  it  were  trae  that  the  f^at  masa  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted.    Eleo> 

of  the  electors  were  too  vast  an  object  for  court  tions  therefore  become  a  matter  of  heavy  es* 

influence  to  grasp  or  extend  to,  and  that  in  de-  pense ;  and  if  contests  are  frequent,  to  nanf 

spair  tliey  must  abandon  it ;  he  must  be  very  they  will  become  a  matter  o€  an  expense  totally 

ignorant  of  the  state  of  every  popular  interest,  ruinous,  which  no  fortunes  can  bear,  but  least 

who  does  not  know  that  in  all  the  cwporations,  of  all  the  landed  fortunes,  incumbered  as  tfacj 

all  the  open  boroughs,  indeed,  in  every  district  often,  indeed  as  they  mosdy  are  with  debts, 

of  the  kingdom,  there  is  some  leading  man,  with  portions,  with  jointures,  and  tied  up  in  the 

some  agitator,  some  wealthy  merchant,  or  con-  hands  of  the  possessor  by  the  limitations  of  set* 

siderable  manufacturer,  some  active  attorney,  tlement.    It  is  a  materia],  it  is  in  my  opiniooi 

some  popular  preacher,  some  nKMiey-lender,  lasting,  consideration  in  all  the  questions  ooo* 

&c.  &c.  who  is  followed  by  the  whole  flock,  ceming  election.  Let  no  one  think  thecbai;gN 

This  is  the  style  of  all  free  countries.    MuU  of  elections  a  trivial  matter. 

turn  in  FabiA  valet  Uc,  valet  ille  VeUnd ;  cuiUbet  The  duu-ge  therefore   <^  elections  oo^t 

hicfoKee  dabit  eripietque  cunde.  These  spirits,  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  a  question  coocen- 

each  €i  which  informs  and  governs  his  own  ing  their  frequency ;  because  the  grand  object 

little  orb,  are  neither  so  many,  nor  so  little  you  seek  is  independence.    Independence  of 

powerfol,  or  so  incorruptible,  but  that  a  mi-  mind  will  ever  be  more  (»'  less  influenced  hj 

nister  may,  as  he  does  frequently,  find  means  independence  c^  fortune  ;  and  if  every  tbno 

<^  gaining  them,  and  through  them  all  their  years  the  exhausting  sluices  of  entertainments, 

followers.    To  establish  therefore  a  very  ge-  drillings,  open  houses,  to  say  nothing  of  bri- 

neral  influoice  among  electors  will  no  more  bery,  are  to  be   periodically  drawn  ap  ud 

be  found  an  imfMracticable  jn^ject,  than  to  gain  renewed ;  if  government  favours,  for  wbidi 

an  undue  influence  over  members  of  parlia^  now,  in  some  shape  or  other,  the  whole  na 

ment.    Therefore,  I  am  apprehensive  that  this  of  men  are  candidates,  are  to  be  called  fir 

bill,  though  it  shifts  the  place  of  the  disorder,  upon  eveiy  occasion,  I  see  that  private  fat- 

does  by  no  means  relieve  the  constitution.    I  tunes  will  be  washed  away,  and  every,  eveato 

went  through  almost  every  contested  election  the  least,  trace  of  independence  borne  down 

in  the  beginning  of  tliis  parliament,  and  acted  by  the  torrent.    I  do  not  seriously  fliiok  iIhi 

as  a  manager  in  very  many  of  them ;  by  which,  constitution,  even  to  the  wrecks  of  it,  eooU 

though  as  at  a  school  of  pretty  severe  and  survive  five  triennial  elections.    If  you  aieto 

rugged  discipline,  I  came  to  have  some  degree  fight  the  battle,  you  must  put  on  the  annotnrof 

of  instruction  concerning  the  means  by  which  the  ministry ;  you  must  call  in  the  poUk  to 

parliamentary  interests  are  in  general  procured  the  aid  of  private  money.     The  expense  of  the 

and  supported.  last  election  has  been  computed  (and  I  ua 

Theory,  I  know,  would  suppose  that  every  persuaded  that  it  has  not  been  overrated)  at 

general  election  is  to  the  representative  a  day  £.1,500,000  ;    three  shillings  in  the  pound 

of  judgment,  in  which  he  appears  before  his  more  in  the  land  tax.    About  the  dose  of  the 

constituents  to  account  for  the  use  of  the  talent  last  parliament,  and  the  beginning  of  dw» 

with  which   they  entrusted  him,  and  for  the  several  agents  for  boroughs  went  about,  and  I 

improvement  he  has  made  of  it  for  the  public  remember  well  that  it  was  in  every  one  of  their 

advantage.    It  wouki  be  so  if  every  corrup-  mouths — ^**  Sir,  your  election  will  cost  jwo 

tiUe  representative  were  to  find  an  enli^tened  three  thousand  pounds,  if  you  are  independeot; 

and  tuoorruptible  constituent.    But  the  prac-  but  if  the  ministry  supports  you,  it  may  be 

tice  and  knowledge  of  the  world  will  not  sufler  done  for  two,  and  perhaps  for'  less ;"  and  iB> 

us  to  be  ignorant  that  the  constitution  on  paper  deed  the  thing  spoke  itself.    Where  a  linDg 

is  one  thing,  and  in  fact  and  experience  is  was  to  be  got  for  one,  a  commission  in  the 

another.    We  must  know  that  the  candidate,  army  for  another,  a  lift  in  the  navy  for  a  third, 

instead  of  trusting  at  his  election  to  the  testi-  and  custom-house  offices  scattered  about  w^ 

mony  of  his  behaviour  in  parliament,  must  out  measure  or  number,  who  doubts  but  moaey 

bring  the  testimony  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  may  be  saved  ?  The  treasury  may  even  add 

the  capacity  of  liberal  expense  in  entertain^  money ;  but  indeed  it  is  superfluous.    A  g«^ 

ments,  tho  power  of  serving  and  obliging  the  tleman  of  two  thousand  a  year,  who  meed 

rulers  of  corporations,  of  winning  over  the  po-  another  of  the  same  fortune,  fights  with  eqnJ 

pular  lexers  of  political  dubs,  associations  and  arms  ;  but  if  to  one  of  the  candidates  yea  add 

neighbourhoods.   It  is  ten  thousand  times  more  a  thousand  a  year  in  places  for  himself,  and  t 

necessary  to  shew  himself  a  roan  of  power  than  power  of  giving  away  as  much  among  odierSi 

a  man  of  integrity,  in  ahnost  all  the  elections  one  must,  or  there  is  no  truth  in  nrilhif***' 
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lemonstratioo,  ruin  his  adveraary,  if  he  is  to  the  evil  would  itself  be  a  remedy  for  it;  that 

neet  him  and  to  fight  with  him  every  third  sitting  but  for  a  short  time,  the  member  would 

fear.     It  will  be  said  I  do  not  allow  for  the  not  find  it  worth  while  to  make  such  vast  ez- 

aperation  of  character ;  but  I  do^  and  I  know  penses,  while  the  fear  of  their  constituents 

it  will  have  its  weight  in  most  elections ;  per-  will  hokl  them  the  more  effectually  to  their 

hapa  it  may  be  decisive  in  some.  But  there  are  duty. 

few  in  which  it  will  prevent  great  expenses.  To  this  I  answer,  that  experience  is  full 

The  destruction  of  independent  fortunes  against  them.  This  is  no  new  thing;  we 
wiU  be  the  consequence  on  the  part  of  the  have  had  triennial  parliaments ;  at  no  period 
candidate.  What  wiU  1^  the  consequence  of  time  were  seats  more  eagerly  contested. 
of  trienmal  ccHTuption,  triennial  drunkenness,  The  expenses  of  elections  ran  higher,  taking 
trieimial  idleness,  triennial  law-suits,  litiga-  the  state  of  all  charges,  than  they  do  now. 
tions,  prosecutions,  triennial  phrenzy,  of  so-  The  expense  of  entertainments  was  such 
dety  dissolved,  industry  interrupted,  ruined ;  that  an  act,  equally  severe  and  iDeffe<^al, 
of  those  personal  hatreds  that  will  never  be  was  made  against  it ;  every  monument  of  th« 
■offered  to  soflen  ;  those  animosities  and  time  bears  witness  of  the  expense,  and  most 
feuds  which  will  be  rendered  immortal ;  those  of  the  acts  against  corruption  in  elections 
quarrels  which  are  never  to  be  appeased  ;  were  then  made ;  all  the  writers  talked  of  it 
morals  vitiated  and  gangrened  to  the  vitals?  and  lamented  it.  Will  any  one  think  that  a 
I  think  no  stable  and  usefiil  advantages  were  corporation  will  be  contented  with  a  bowl  of 
ever  made  by  the  money  got  at  elections  by  pmich  or  a  piece  of  beef  the  less  because 
die  voter,  but  all  he  gets  is  doubly  lost  to  the  elections  are  every  three  instead  of  every 
pablic ;  it  is  money  given  to  diminish  the  ge-  seven  years  ?  Will  they  change  their  wine 
aeral  stock  of  the  community,  which  is  in  the  or  ale,  because  they  are  to  get  more  ale  three- 
industry  of  the  subject.  I  am  sure  that  it  is  a  years  hence?  don't  tliink  it.  Will  they  make 
good  while  before  he  or  his  family  settle  again  fewer  demands  for  the  advantages  of  patron- 
to  their  business.  Their  heads  will  never  age  in  favours  and  offices,  because  their  mem- 
eool;  the  temptations  of  elections  will  be  for  ber  is  brought  more  under  their  power?  We 
ever  glittering  before  their  eyes.  They  will  have  not  only  our  own  historical  experience  in 
■n  grow  politicians ;  every  one  quitting  his  England  upon  this  subject,  but  we  have  the 
business  will  choose  to  enrich  himself  by  his  experience  coexisting  with  us  in  Ireland ; 
vote.  They  will  all  take  the  gauging  rod ;  where,  since  their  parliament  has  been  i^ort- 
aew  places  will  be  made  for  them ;  they  will  ened,  the  expense  of  elections  has  been  so  far 
nm  to  the  custom-house  quay,  their  looms  and  from  being  lowered,  that  it  has  been  very  near 
ploughs  will  be  deserted.  doubled.  Formerly  they  sat  for  the  king's  life ; 

€(o  was  Rome  destroyed  by  the  disorders  the  ordinary  charge  of  a  seat  in  pariiament 
ef  continual  elections,  though  those  of  Rome  was  then  £.1,500.  They  now  sit  eight  years, 
w«re  sober  disorders ;  they  had  nothing  but  four  sessions ;  it  is  now  £.2,600,  and  upwards, 
fiiction,  bribery,  bread,  and  stage  plays,  to  de-  The  spirit  of  ermdadon  has  also  been  ex- 
baudi  them.  We  have  the  inflammation  of  tremely  increased,  and  all  who  are  acquainted 
JSfopoc  superadded,  a  fury  hotter  than  any  of  with  the  tone  of  that  country,  have  no  doubt 
diem.  There  the  contest  was  only  between  that  the  spirit  is  still  growing ;  that  new  can- 
citizen  and  citizen ;  here  you  have  the  contests  didates  will  take  the  field  ;  that  the  contest 
of  ambitious  citizens  of  one  side  supported  by  will  be  more  violent,  and  the  expenses  df 
die  crown,  to  oppose  to  the  eff(»rts  (let  it  be  so)  elections  larger  than  ever. 
of  private  and  unsupported  ambition  on  the  It  never  can  be  otherwise.  A  seat  in  this 
ether.  Yet  Rome  was  destroyed  by  the  fre-  house,  for  good  purposes,  fbr  bad  purposes,  for 
yency  and  charge  of  elections,  and  the  mon-  no  purposes  at  all  (except  the  mere  considera- 
ilroiu  expense  of  an  unremitted  courtship  to  tion  derived  fi'om  being  concerned  in  the  pub- 
die  people.  I  think,  therefore,  the  indepen-  lie  counsels)  will  ever  be  a  first-rate  object  of 
4eiit  caxididate  and  elector  may  each  be  de-  ambition  in  England.  Ambition  is  no  exact 
•troyed  by  it ;  the  whole  body  of  the  community  calculator.  Avarice  itself  does  not^  calculate 
be  an  infinite  sufferer  ;  and  a  vicious  ministry  strictly  when  it  games.  One  thing  is  certain, 
die  only  gainer.  Gentlemen,  I  know,  feel  tha*  in  this  political  game,  the  great  lottery  of 
die  woght  of  this  argument ;  they  agree  that  power  is  that  into  which  men  will  purchase 
due  would  be  the  consequence  of  more  frequent  with  millions  of  chances  against  them.  In 
decCions  if  things  were  to  continue  as  they  are;  Turkey,  where  the  place,  where  the  fortune, 
Pot  they  think  die  greatness  and  firequency  of  where  the  head  itself  are  so  insecure  that^ 
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■caicely  any  hare  died  in  their  beds  for  age«;        Tbe  shortneM  of  time  in  which  they  are  to 

•o  that  the  bowstring  is  the  natural  death  of  reap  the  profits  of  iniquity  is  far  from  dted^ 

bashaws  ;  yet  in  no  country  is  power  and  dis-  ine  tbe  avidity  of  corrupt  men ;  it  reodenthfla 

tinctioQ   (precarious  enough,  God  knows,  in  innnitely  more  ravenous.    They  rush  ^rkktiij 

all)  sought  for  with  such  bmindless  avidity,  as  and  precipitately  on  their  object ;  they  kseil 

if  the  vsdue  of  the  place  was  enhanced  by  the  regard  to  decorum.      The  moments  of  profit 

danger  and  insecurity  of  its  tenure.  Nothing  are  precious  ;  never  are  men  so  wicked  udi- 

will  ever  make  a  seat  in  this  house  not  an  ob-  ring  a  general  mortality.     It  wassointhe^ 

ject  of  desire  to  numbers  by  any  means  oral  plague  at  Athens  ;  every  symptom  of  imeh 

any  charge,  but  the  depriving  it  of  all  power  (aiui  this  its  worst  symptom  among  tbe  lei^ 

and  all  dignity ;  this  woukl  do  it.    This  is  the  is  so  finely  related  by  a  great  historian  of  uth 

true  and  only  nostrum  (or  that  purpose.    But  quity ;  it  was  so  in  the  plagae  of  London,  ii 

anhousec^commons  without  power  and  with-  1065.    It  a{^>ears   in   sddiers,  sailors,  Ie& 

out  dignity  either  in  itself  or  its  members,  is  Whoever  would  contrive  to  render  the  life  if 

no  house  of  commons  for  tbe  purposes  of  this  man  mudi   shorter  than  it  is,  would,  I  m 

constitution.  satisfied,  find  the  surest  receipt  for  increanf 

But  they  will  be  afraid  to  act  ill  if  they  know  the  wickedness  of  our  nature, 
that  the  d^y  of  their  account  is  always  near.        Thus,  in  my  opinion,  the  shortness  of  a  tri» 

I  wish  it  were  true ;  but  it  is  not    Here  again  nial  sitting  would  have  the  following  ill  efiNti; 

we  have  experience,  and  experience  is  against  it  would  make  the  member  more  AuaAadf 

m.    The  distemper  of  this  age  is  a  pover^  of  and  shockingly  corrupt ;  it  wouU  increass  kto 

spirit  and  of  genius ;  it  is  trifling,  it  is  futile,  dependence  on  those  wfaocouki  best  suppoitUB 

worse  than  ignorant,  superficially  taught;  with  at  his  election  ;  it  would  wrack  and  tetrto 

the  politics  and  morals  of  girb  at  a  boarding-  pieces  the  fortunes  of  those  who  stood  opi 

sdiool,  rather  than  of  men  and  statesmen ;  but  their  own  fiMtunes  and  their  private  inteiatt 

it  is  not  yet  desperately  widced,  or  so  scan-  it  would  make  the  electors  infinitely  OMii 

dalously  venal  as  in  former  times.    Did  not  a  venal ;  and  it  would  make  the  whole  bodj  d 

triennial  parliament  give  up  the  national  dig-  the  people,  who  are,  whether  they  have  fotoi 

ni^,  approve  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  almost  or  not,  concerned  in  elections,  more  lawki^ 

give  up  every  thing  else  in  taking  every  st^  more  idle,  more  debauched :  it  wouM  attcflf 

to  defeat  the  protestant  succession?  Was  not  destroy  the  sobriety,  the  industry,  the  integritj, 

the  constitution  saved  by  those  who  had   no  the  simplicity  ,of  all  the  pec^le ;  and  mAet- 

elections  at  all  to  go  to,  the  lords,  because  the  mine,  I  am  much  afi^id,  the  deepest  and  best 

court    applied    to  electors,    and  by    various  laid  foundations  of  the  commonwealth, 
means  carried  them  from  their  true  interests ;         Those  who  have  spoken  and  written  upoo 

so  that  the  tory  ministry  had  a  majority  with-  this  subject  without  doors,  do  not  so  much  deny 

out  an  application  to  a  single  member  ?  Now,  the  probable  existence  of  these  inconveniences 

as  to  the  C(mduct  of  the  members,  it  was  then  in  their  measure,  as  they  trust  for  their  pre* 

fiu"  fi-om  pure  and  independent.    Bribery  was  vention  to  remedies  of  various  sorts  wkick 

infinitely   more  flagrant    A   predecessor  of  they  propose.    First,  a  place  bill ;  but  iftbis 

your^s,  Mr.  Speaker,  put  the  question  of  his  will  not  do,  as  they  fear  it  will  not,  thai  thej 

own  expulsion  for  bribery.  Sir  William  M us-  say  we  will  have  a  rotation,  and  a  certain 

grave  was  a  wise  man ;  a  grave  man ;  an  in-  number  of  you  shall  be  rendered  incapable  ci 

dependent  man ;  a  man  of  good  fortune  and  being  elected  for  ten  years.     Then  for  tiie 

good  family;  however  he  carried  on  while  in  electors,  they  shall  ballot :  the  members  of  psr> 

opposition  a  traffic,  a  shamefiil  traffic  with  the  liament  also  shall  decide  by  ballot :  a  fifth  pro* 

ministry.     Bishop  Burnet  knew  of  i^.6,000  ject  is  the  change  of  the  present  legal  repr»> 

which  be  had  received  at  one  payment.    I  be-  sentation  of  the  kingdom.    On  all  this  I  shftB 

lieve  the  payment  of  sums  in  hard  money,  observe,  that  it  will  be  very  unsuitable  to  yotf 

plain  naked  bribery,  is  rare  among  us.    It  wisdom  to  adopt  tho  project  of  a  bifl  to  ^Mk 

was  then  far  from  uncommon.  there  are  objections,  insuperable  by  any  tluB| 

A  triennial  was  near  ruining,  a  septennial  in  the  bill  itself,  upon  the  hope  that  those  ob> 

parliament  saved  your  constitution ;  nor  per-  jections  may  be  removed  by  subsequent  pK^ 

haps  have  you  ever  known  a  more  flourishing  jects  ;  every  one  of  which  is  fiill  c^  difficulties 

period  for  the  union  of  national  prosperity ,  of  its  own,  and  which  are  all  of  them  WJ 

dignity,  and  liberty,  than  the  sixty  years  you  essential  alterations  in  the  constitution.  This 

have  passed  under  that  constitution  of  par-  seems  very  irregular  and  unusual.    If  aif 

U^ment.  thing  should  make  this  a  very  doobtfii  ■»■ 
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enre,  v^hai  can  make  it  man  so  than  that,  in  tion.  /  invoke  no  Acheron  to  oyerwhefan  him 
be  opinioQ  of  its  advocates,  it  would  aggnt-  in  the  whirlpools  of  its  muddy  gulph.  I  do 
mte  aH  our  old  inconveniences  in  such  a  not  tell  the  respectable  mover  and  seconder, 
iBoner  as  to  require  a  total  alteration  in  the  by  a  perversion  of  their  sense  and  expressions, 
XMMtitiitiaa  of  the  kingdom  ?  If  the  remedies  that  their  proposition  halts  between  the  ridi> 
are  inxiper  in  triMmial,  they  will  not  be  less  so  culous  and  the  dangerous.  I  am  not  one  of 
m  septennial  election ;  let  us  try  them  first ;  those  who  start  up,  three  at  a  time,  and  fiill 
lae  bow  the  house  relidies  them  ;  see  how  upon  and  strike  at  him  with  so  much  eager- 
Imj  win  operate  in  the  nation ;  and  then,  ness,  that  our  daggers  hade  one  another  in  his 
mwk^  felt  your  way  and  prepared  against  sides.  My  hon(nirable  friend  has  not  brought 
iMse  inooDveniences^  41  *  ;|e  i|i  down  a  spirited  imp  of  cluvalry  to  win  the  first 
The  iionoorable  gentleman  sees  that  I  re*  achievement  and  blazon  of  arms  on  his  milk- 
i|p0et  the  principle  upon  which  he  goes,  as  well  tdiite  shield  in  a  field  listed  against  him ;  nor 
M  his  intentions  and  his  abilities.  He  will  brought  out  the  generous  offspring  of  lions,  and 
Relieve  that  I  do  not  differ  from  him  wantcmly  said  to  them— not  against  that  side  of  the 
md  on  trivial  grounds.  He  is  very  sure  that  forest,  beware  of  that--4iere  is  the  prey  whero 
it  was  not  his  embracing  one  way  which  de-  you  are  to  fasten  your  paws ;  and  seasoning 
wauned  me  to  take  the  other.  I  have  not  in  his  unpractised  jaws  with  blood,  tell  him-^ 
Mwapapers,  to  derogate  firom  his  fair  fame  this  is  the  milk  fw  which  you  are  to  thirst 
irtti  the  nation,  printed  the  first  rude  sketch  hereafter.  We  furnish  at  his  expose  no 
if  his  bill  with  ungenerous  and  invidious  com-  holiday,  nor  suspend  hell,  that  a  crafty  Ixion 
BHiIb;  J  have  not,  in  conversations,  industri-  may  have  rest  from  his  wheel;  nor  give  the 
mdj  circulated  about  the  town  and  talked  on  common  adversary,  if  he  be  a  common  adver- 
bs benches  of  this  house,  attributed  his  con-  seuy,  reason  to  say,  I  would  have  put  in  my 
hKt  to  motives  low  and  unworthy,  and  as  w(m]tooppose,but  the  eagerness  of  your  allies 
jrooDdless  as  they  are  injurious.  I  do  not  in  your  social  war  was  such  that  I  could  not 
ifieet  to  be  firig^tened  with  this  proposition,  break  in  upon  you.  I  hq>e  he  sees  and  feels, 
m  if  some  hideous  q>ectre  had  started  firom  and  that  every  member  sees  and  feels  along 
■By  which  was  to  be  sent  bac^  again  by  every  with  him,  the  difference  between  amicaU^ 
of  eiordraii  and  every  kind  of  incanta-  dissent  and  civU  discord. 
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MT  A  MOnON  MADE  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS,  THE  7th  OP 
B1AY,1783,  FOR  A  COMMITTEE  TO  INaUIRE  INTO  THE  STATE 
OF  THE  REPRESENTATION  OP  THE  COMMONS  IN  PARLIA- 
MENT. 

m.  sPXAZSHi  ardiitects  have  taken  a  survey  of  the  fabric 

Ws  have  now  discovered,  at  the  doee  of  of  the  British  constitution.    It  is  singular  that 

he  ei^teenlh  century,  that  the  constituticm  of  they  rep<wt  nothmg  against  the  crown,  nothing 

(agland,  wjiidi  for  a  series  of  ages  had  been  against  the  lords ;  but  in  the  house  of  commons 

he  proud  distinction  of  this  country,  always  every  thing  is  unsound;  it  is  ruinous  in  eveiy 

bs  admiration,  and  sometimes  the  envy  of  the  part.    It  is  infested  by  the  dry  rot,  and  ready 

nse  and  learned  in  every  other  nation,  we  to  tumble  about  our  ears  without  their  imme- 

wve  discovered  that  this  boasted  constitution,  diate  help.    Tou  know  by  the  faults  they  find, 

B  the  most  boasted  part  of  it,  is  a  gross  im-  what  are  their  ideas  of  the  alteration.    As  all 

Kwition  upon  the  understanding  of  mankind,  government  stands  upon  opinion,  they  know 

n  UMuk  to  their  feelings,  and  acting  by  con-  that  the  way  utterly  to  destroy  it,  is  to  remove 

lyvances  destructive  to  the  best  and  most  that  opinion,  to  take  away  all  reverence,  all 

'aloable  interests  of  the  people.  Our  political  confidence  fix)m  it ;  and  then,  at  the  first  blast 
Vol.  n.-SO 
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6C  public  duconteot  and  popular  tumult,  it  its  bases ;  for  they  lay  it  down  that  eveiy  maa 

tumbles  to  the  ground.  ought  to  gorern  himself,  and  that  where  be 

In  considering  this  question,  they  who  cp-  cannot  go  himself  he  must  s^id  his  represeo* 

pose  it,  oppose  it  on  different  grounds ;  one  is,  tative ;  that  all  other  government  is  usorpa- 

in  the  nature  of  a  previous  question ;  that  some  tion,  and  is  so  far  from  having  a  claim  to  our 

alterations  may  be  expedient,  but  that  this  is  obedience,  it  is  not  only  our  ri^t,  but  oar 

not  the  time  for  making  them.    The  other  is,  duty,  to  resist  it.    Nine-tenths  of  Uie  refiv* 

that  no  essential  alterations  are  at  all  wanting:  mers  argue  thus,  that  is,  oo  the  natural  ri^L 

and  that  neither  noto,  nor  at  cmy  time,  is  it  pru-  It  is  impossible  not  to  make  some  reflectioQ  oo 

dent  or  safe  to  be  meddling  with  the  ftmdamen-  the  nature  of  this  daim,  or  avoid  a  oomparisoa 

tal  principles,  and  anti^it  tried  usages  of  our  between  the  extent  of  the  principle  and  the 

constitutiott---that  our   representaticm    is  as  present  object  of  the  demand.    If  this  daim 

nearly  perfect  as  the  necessary  imperfection  of  be  founded,  it  is  clear  to  what  it  goes.    The 

human  affairs  and  of  human  creatures  will  suf>  house  of  commons,  in  that  light,  imdod)tedIf 

fer  it  to  be,  and,  that  it  is  a  subject  of  prudent  is  no  representative  of  the  people  as  a  colIe^ 

and  honest  use  and  thankfiil  enjoyment,  and  not  tion  of  individuals.    Nobody  pretends  it,  no- 

ofcaptiouscriticism  and  experiment.  body  can  justify  such  an  assertion.    Wben 

On  the  other  side,  there  are  two  parties  who  you  come  to  examine  into  this  claim  of  r^bt, 

fMTOceed  on  two  groimds,  in  my  opinion,  as  they  founded  on  the  right  of  self>govemment  in  eicb 

state  them,  utterly  irreconcileaUe.    The  one  individual,  you  find  the  thing  demanded  Wr 

is  juridical,  the  other  political.    The  one  is  in  finitely  short  of  the  principle  of  the  demand, 

the  nature  of  a  claim  of  right,  on  the  supposed  What !  one  third  only  of  the  legislature,  aod  of 

rights  of  man  as  man;  this  party  desire  the  the  government  no  share  at  all?  What  sort  of 

decision  of  a  suit.  The  other  ground,  as  far  as  treaty  of  partition  is  this  for  those  who  bare 

I  can  divine  what  it  directly  means,  is,  that  the  an  inherent  right  to  the  whole  ?    Give  tbm 

rcpresentaticn  is  not  so  politically  framed  as  all  they  ask,  and  your  grant  is  still  a  dieat; 

to  answer  the  theory  of  its  institution.    As  to  for  how  comes  only  a  third  to  be  their  yoonger 

the  claim  of  righty  the  meanest  petiticmer,  the  children's  fortune  in  this  settlement  1  How 

most  gross  and  ignorant,  is  as  good  as  the  came  they  neither  to  have  the  choice  of  kings, 

best ;  in  some  respects  his  claim  is  more  or  lords,  or  judges,  or  generals,  or  admirals,  or 

favourable  on  account  of  his  ignorance ;   his  bishops,  or  priests,  or  ministers,  or  justices  of 

weakness,  his  poverty  and  distress,  only  add  peace  ?  Why,  what  have  you  to  answer  in 

to  his  titles ;  he  sues  in  formd  paxgperis ;  he  favour  of  the  prior  rights  of  the  crown  and 

ought  to  be  a  favourite  of  the  court.    But  peerage  but  this— our  omstitution  is  a  {ve- 

when  the  other  ground   is  taken,  when  the  scriptive   constitution ;    it   is  a  constitutkn 

question  is  political,  when  a  new  constitution  whose  sole  authority  is,  that  it  has  existed 

is  to  be  made  on  a  sound  theory  of  govern-  time  6ut  of  mind.    It  is  settled  in  these  tm 

ment,  then  the  presumptuous  pride  of  didac-  portions  against  one,  legislatively ;  and  in  tbe 

tic  ignorance  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  counsel  whole  of  the  judicature,  the  whole  of  the 

in  this  high  and  arduous  matter  which  often  federal  capacity,  of  the  executive,  the  pni- 

bids  defiance  to  the  experience  of  the  wisest,  dential  and  the  financial  administration,  in 

The  first  claims  a  pers(mal  representation,  the  one  alone.    Nor  was  your  house  of  lords  and 

latter  rejects  it  with  scorn  and  fervour.    The  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  settled  on  any 

language  of  the  first  party  is  plain  and  intelli-  adjudication  in  favour  of  naturad  rig^,  fa 

giUe ;  they  who  plead  an  absolute  right  cannot  they  could  never  be  sopartitiimed.  Tour  king, 

be  satisfied  with  any  thing  short  of  personal  re-  your  lords,  your  judges,  your  juries,  grand  and 

presentation,  because  all  natural  rights  must  be  little,  all  are  prescriptive ;  and  what  prov«s  it, 

the  rights  of  individuals ;  as  by  nature  there  is  the  disputes  not  yet  conchided,  and  nem 

is  no  such  thing  as  pditic  or  corporate  per-  near  becoming  so,  when  any  of  them  first 

sonality;  all  these  ideas  are  mere  fictions  of  originated.    Inscription  is  the  most  solid  of 

law,  they  are  creatures  of  voluntary  institu-  all  titles,  not  only  to  property,  but,  whic^  is  to 

tion ;  men  as  men  are  individuals,  and  nothing  secure  that  property,  to  government.    Hwy 

else.    They,  therefore,  who  reject  the  prin-  harmcmize  with  eadi  other,  and  give  mutoal 

ciple  of  natural  and  personal  representation,  aid  to  one  another.    It  is  accompanied  widi 

are  essentially  and  eternally  at  variance  with  another  ground  of  authority  in  the  coostitntioB 

those  who  claim  it.    As  to  the  first  sort  of  re-  of  the  human  mind,  presumption.     It  if  i 

formers,  it  is  ridiculous  to  talk  to  them  of  the  presumption  in  favour  of  any  settled  sdieme  flf 

Prjtiah  conatitution  upon  any  or  upop  aU  of  government  against  any  untried  pmject,  thit 
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ft  nation  hts  long  ezifted  and  flourished  under  gtood ;  whether  this  be  de  fado  the  oonititu* 
k.  It  ia  a  better  presumption  even  of  the  choice  tion  of  the  house  of  commons  as  it  has  been 
of  a  nation,  &r  better  than  any  sudden  and  since  the  time  that  the  house  of  commons  has, 
temporary  arrangement  by  actual  election,  without  dispute,  become  a  necessary  and  an 
Becaose  a  nation  is  not  an  idea  only  of  local  efficient  part  of  the  British  constitution?  To 
extent,  and  indifidual  momentary  aggregati(»i,  nA  whether  a  thing  which  has  always  been 
bnt  it  is  an  idea  of  continuity,  whidi  extends  the  same  stands  to  its  usual  principle, seems  to 
in  time  as  well  as  in  numbers  and  in  space,  me  to  be  perfectly  absurd ;  for  how  do  you 
And  this  is  a  choice  not  of  one  day,  or  one  set  know  the  principles  but  from  the  oonstruo- 
oT  peofrfe,  not  a  tumultuary  and  giddy  choice ;  tion?  and  if  that  remains  the  same,  die  prin- 
it  is  a  deliberate  election  df  ages  and  of  gene-  ciples  remain  the  same.  It  ia  true,  that  to 
rations ;  it  is  a  constitution  made  by  what  is  say  your  constitution  is  what  it  has  been,  is  no 
ten  thousand  times  better  than  choice ;  it  is  sufficient  defence  for  those  who  say  it  is  a  bad 
made  l^  the  peculiar  circumstances,  occa-  constitution.  It  is  an  answer  to  those  who  say 
siotts,  tempers,  dispositions,  and  moral,  civil,  that  it  is  a  degenerate  constitution.  To  those 
and  social  habitudes  of  the  people,  which  dis-  who  say  it  is  a  bad  one,  I  answer,  look  to  its 
dose  themselves  only  in  a  long  space  of  time,  effects.  In  all  moral  machinery  the  moral  re- 
It  is  a  vestment,  which  accommodates  it^lf  to  suits  are  its  testi. 

the  body.    Nor  is  prescription  of  government  On  what  grounds  do  we  go,  to  restore  our 

formed  upon  blind  unmeaning  prejudices — ^for  constitution  to  what  it  has  been  at  some  given 

man  is  a  most  unwise  and  a  most  wise  being,  period,  or  to  reform  and  reconstruct  it  upon 

The   individual  is  foolish.     The  multitude  principles  more  conformable  to  a  sound  theory 

fer  the  moment  is  foolish,  when  they  act  with-  of  government?  A  prescriptive  government, 

oat  deliberation ;  but  the  species  is  wise,  and  such  as  ours,  never  was  the  work  dC  any  legis- 

when  time  is  given  to  it,  as  a  species  it  almost  lator,  never  was  made  upon   any  foregone 

always  acts  right.  theory.    It  seems  to  me  a  preposterous  way 

The  reason  for  the  crown  as  it  is,  for  the  of  reasoning,  and  a  perfect  concision  of  ideas, 

lords  as  they  are,  is  my  reason  for  the  com"  to  take  the  theories  which  learned  and  speca> 

mens  as  they  are,  the  electors  as  they  are.  lative  men  have  made  from  that  government. 

Now  if  the  crown,  and  the  lords,  and  the  judi-  and  then  supposing  it  made  on  those  theories 

oatures  are  all  prescriptive,  so  is  the  house  of  which  were  made  from  it,  to  accuse  the  go- 

eommons  of  the  very  same  origin,  and  of  no  vemment  as  not  corresponding  with  them, 

other.   We  and  our  electors  have  their  powers  I  do  not  vilify  theory  and  speculation— no, 

and  privileges  both  made  and  circumscribed  because  that  veould  be  to  vilify  reason  itself. 

by  prescription  as  much  to  the  full  as  the  other  Neque  dectpUur  ra^f  tuque  decipit  unquam, 

parts ;  and  as  such  we  have  always  claimed  No :  whenever  I  speak  against  theoiy,  I  mean 

tfiCTn,  and  on  no  other  title.    The  house  of  always  a  weak,  erroneous,  fallacious,  unfound- 

eommons  is  a  legislative  body  corporate  by  ed  or  imperfect  theory;  and  one  of  the  ways 

prescription,  not  made  u^ton  any  given  theory,  of  discovering,  that  it  is  a  false  theory,  is  by 

Irat  existing  prescriptively— just  like  the  rest,  comparing  it  with  practice.    This  is  the  true 

Tliis  prescription  has  made  it  essentially  what  toudistone  of  all  theories,  which  regard  man 

It  is,  an  aggregate  collection  of  three  parts,  and  the  affairs  of  men — does  it  suit  his  nature 

knights,  citizens,  burgesses.    The  question  is,  in  general— does  it  suit  his  nature  as  modified 

^vhether  this  has  bc^n  always  so  since  the  by  his  habits  ? 

house  of  commons  his  taken  its  present  riiape  The  more  frequently  this  affair  is  discussed, 

and  circumstances,  and  has  been  an  essential  the  stronger  the  case  appears  to  the  sense  and 

operative  part  of  the  constitotion;  which,  I  the  feelings  of  mankind.    I  have  no  more 

take  it,  it  has  been  for  at  least  five  hundred  doubt  than  I  entertain  of  my  existence,  that 

years.  this  very  thing,  which  is  stated  as  an  horriUo 

.    This  I  resolve  to  myself  in  the  affirmative :  thing,  is  the  means  of  the  preservation  of  our 

and  then  another  question  arises,  whether  this  constituticHi  whilst  it  lasts ;  of  curing  it  of  many 

bouse  stands  firm  upon  its  antient  foundations,  of  the  disorders,  which,  attending  every  species 

and  is  not,  by  time  and  accidents,  so  declined  of  institution,  would  attend  the  principle  of  an 

from  its  perpendicular,  as  to  want  the  hand  of  exact  local  representation,  or  a  representatimi 

the  wise  and  experienced  architects  of  the  day  on  the  principle  of  numbers.    If  you  reject 

to  set  it  upright  again,  and  to  prop  and  buttress  personal  representation,  you  are  pushed  upon 

It  up  for  duration ;  whether  it  continues  true  expedience,  and  then  what  they  wish  us  to  do 

to  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  hitherto  is,  to  prefer  tb«ir  speailalions  on  that  subjsot 
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to  the  happy  experience  of  this  coob/oj  of  a  to  lire,  in  the  itatical  cfaair ;  wbo  are  vnt 
irowing  liberty  and  a  growing  prosperity  for  feeling  their  pdee,  and  who  do  noC  jadge  of 
fire  hundred  years.   Whaterer  respect  I  have  health  by  the  aptitude  of  the  body  to  peribia 
fer  their  talents,  this,  for  one,  I  will  not  do.  its  functions,  but  by  their  ideas  of  what  oi^ 
Then  what  is  the  standard  of  expedience?  Ez-  to  be  the  tme  baknce  between  the  sefod 
pedience  is  that  which  is  good  for  the  com-  secretions.    Is  a  oommittee  of  Comwal,  kc 
munity,  and  good  for  every  individual  in  it.  thronged,  and  the  others  deserted?  No.   Tn 
Now  this  expedience  is  the  denderaCum;  to  be  have  an  equal  representation,  becanse  yn 
sought  either  without  the  experience  of  means,  have  vaea  equally  interested  in  the  prosperitj 
or  with  that  experience.    If  without,  as  in  case  of  the  whole,  who  are  involved  ia  the  geaenl 
of  the  fabrication  of  a  new  commonwealth,  I  interest  and  the  general  sympathy ;  and,  po^ 
will  hear  the  learned  arguing  what  promises  to  haps,  those  places  fivnishiDg  a  supeiflifty  d 
be  expedient :  but  if  we  are  to  judge  of  a  com-  puUic  agents  and  administrators  (wfa^her  is 
weal^  actually  existing,  the  first  thing  I  in-  strictness  they  are  representatives  or  aot,  I  d» 
quire  is,  what  has  been  found  expedient  or  not  mean  to  inquire,  but  they  are  agents  asd 
inexpedient?  and  I  will  not  take  their  prositM  administrators)  will  stand  clearer  of  local  w 
rather  than  the  jM^^rmonce  of  the  constitution,  terests,  passions,  prejudices  and  cabals  thn 
*  *  *  But  no,  this  was  not  the  cause  of  the  others,  and  therefore  preserve  Uie  bdasoi 
the  discontents.    I  went  through  most  of  the  of  the  parts,  and  with  a  more  general  vie«i 
northern  parts ;  the  Torfcshire  election  was  and  a  moresteady  hand,  than  die  rest    *  * 
then  raging ;  the  year  before,  through  most  of  In  every  political  pn^xMal  we  moat  BOt 
the    western  counties — ^Bath,  Bristol,  Glou-  leave  out  of  the  question  the  political  vieM 
oester — not  one  word,  either  in  the  towns  or  and  object  of  the  proposer ;  and  these  we  din 
country,  on  the  suliyect  (^  representation— ^  eetrer  not  by  what  he  says,  but  by  the  prind- 
much  on  the  receipt  tax,  something  on  Mr.  pies  he  lays  down.    I  mean,  says  he,  a  no- 
Fox's  ambition ;  much  greater  apprehension  derate  and  temperate  reform ;  that  is,  I  meu 
of  danger  from  thence  than  from  want  of  repre-  to  do  as  little  good  as  possible.    If  the  oos- 
sentation.    One  would  think  that  the  ballast  of  stitotion  be  what  you  represrat  it,  and  then 
the  ship  was  shifted  with  us,  and  that  our  con-  be  no  danger  in  the  change,  you  do  wrong 
stitution  had  the  gunnel  under  water.    But  not  to  make  die  reform  conuneasurate  Is 
can  you  fairly  and  distinctly  point  out  what  the  abuse.    Fine  x^arvaor  indeed!  gsBWOSt 
one  evil  or  grievance  has  happened,  which  yon  donor !  what  is  the  cause  of  this  parsunoiiy  of 
can  refer  to  the  representative  not  following  the  the  liber^,  vdiidi  you  dole  oat  to  the  people? 
opinion  of  his  constituents  ?  What  one  symp-  Why  all  this  limitation  ia  giving  blessii^  and 
torn  do  we  find  of  this  inequality  ?  But  it  is  benefits  to  mankind  ?  Ton  admit  that  tbore  ii 
not  an  arithmetical  inequality  with  which  we  an  extreme  in  liberty  which  may  be  tnfimiely 
ought  to  trouble  ourselves.  If  there  be  a  moral,  noxious  to  diose  who  are  to  receive  it,  and 
a  political  equality,  this  is  the  detideratum  in  which  in  the  end  win  leave  them  no  Iflwrty  at 
our  constitution,  and  in  every  ccmstittition  of  all.   I  think  so  too ;  they  know  it,  and  they  feel 
the  world.    Moral  inequality  is  as  between  it   The  question  is  then,  what  is  the  standard 
places  and  between  classes.    Now  I  ask,  what  of  that  extreme?  What  that  gentTewan  and 
advantage  do  you  find  that  the  places  whidi  the  associations,  or  some  parts  of  their  phi* 
abound  in  representation  possess  ovep  others,  lanxes,  think  proper.    Then  our  liberties  art 
in  which  it  is  more  scan^,  in  security  for  in  their  pleasure ;  it  depends  on  dieir  arUtruy 
freedom,  in  security  for  justice,  or  in  any  one  of  will  how  far  I  shall  be  free.     I  wfll  have  Boat 
those  means  of  procuring  temporal  prosperity  of  that  freedom.    If,  therefore,  die  standard  «f 
and   eternal    happiness,  die  ends  for  which  moderation  be  sought  for,  I  wiU  seek  for  it 
society  was  formed  ?  Are  the  local  interests  of  YHiere  ?  Not  in  dieir  foncies,  nor  in  ray  oira ; 
Cornwall  and  Wihshire,  for  instance,  dieir  I  will  seek  for  it  where  I  know  it  is  to  be 
roads,  canals,  their  prisons,  their  police,  bet-  found,  in  the  constitntioD  I  actoaRy  enjoy. 
ter  dian  Yorkshire,  Warwickshire  or  StafiRmi-  Here  it  says  to  an  encroaching  prerogative— 
shire?  Warwick  has  members— is  Warwick  or  Tour  scep^e  has  its  length,  you  cannot  add 
Btaffbrd  more  opulent,  happy  or  free,  than  an  hair  to  your  head,  or  a  gem  to  your  crownj 
Newcasde  or  dian  Burmlngham?    Is  Wilt-  but  what  an  eternal  law  has  given  to  it.    Here 
shire  the  pampered  fiivourite,  whilst  York-  it  says  to  an  overweening  peerage,  Toorprids 
shire,  like  the  child  of  the  bondwoman,  is  finds  banks  that  it  cannot  overflow :  here  to  a 
turned  out  to  die  desert?    This  is  like  die  tumultuous  and  giddy  people,  there  is  a  boosd 
tiihappypenoDs,wholive,ifdiejoanbeMiid  to  die  raging  of  the  sea.    Our  coMCilatMB  ii 
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Vk»  our  Uaad,  idiicli  uses  and  restrains  its  not    inconsistent— which  scheme  the  other 

■ufcgeet  sea — ^in  vain  the  waves  roar.    In  that  right  honourable  gentleman  roprobates.    Now 

conslitntion  I  know,  and  ezultingly  I  feel,  both  what  does  this  go  to,  but  to  lead  directly  to 

that  I  am  free,  and  that  I  am  not  free  danger-  anarchy  ?  For  to  discredit  the  only  goreroment, 

oosly  to  myself  or  to  others.    I  know  that  no  which  he  either  possesses  or  can  project,  what 

power  on  earth,  acting  as  I  ought  to  do,  can  is  this  but  to  destroy  all  goremment ;  and  this 

touch  my  life,  my  bberty,  or  my  property.    I  is  anarchy.    My  right  houourable  friend,  in 

have  that  inward  and  dignified  consciousness  supporting  this  motion,  disgraces  his  friends 

of  my  own  security  and  independence,  which  and  justifies  his  enemies  in  order  to  blacken 

eoBStitutes,  and  is  the  only  thing  which  does  the  constitution  of  his  country,  even  of  that 

constitute,  the  {Hroud  and  comfortable  senti-  house   of  commons,   which  supported  him. 

mentoffreedom  in  the  human  breast.    I  know  There  is  a  difference  between  a  moral  or 

too,  and  I  bless  God  f(nr,  my  safe  mediocrity ;  political  exposure  of  a  public  evil  relative  to 

I  know,  that,  if  I  possessed  all  the  talents  of  the  administration  of  government,  whether  in 

the  gentlemen  on  the  side  o£  the  house  I  sit,  men  or  systems,  and  a  declaration  of  defects, 

and  on  the  other,  I  cannot  by  royal  favour,  or  real  or  supposed,  in  the  fundamental  constitu- 

Irr  p<^>ular  delusion,  or  by  oligarchical  cabal,  tion  of  your  country.    The  first  may  be  cured 

elevate  myself  above  a  certain  very  limited  in  the  individual  by  the  motives  of  religion, 

point,  so  as  to  endanger  my  own  fall  or  the  virtue,  honour,  fear,  shame,  or  interest ;  men 

ruin  of  my  country.    I  know  there  is  an  order  may  be  made  to  abandon  also  false  systems 

that  keeps  things  fast  in  their  place ;  it  is  made  by  exposing  their   absurdity  or  mischievous 

to  us,  and  we  are  made  to  it.    Why  not  ask  tendency  to  their  own  better  thoughts,  or  to 

another  wife,  other  children,  another  body,  thecontemptor  indignation  of  the  public;  and 

another  mind.  after  all,  if  they  shodd  exist,  and  exist  uncor- 

The  great  ol:gect  of  most  of  these  reformers  rected,  they  only  disgrace  individuals  as  fugi- 

is  to  prepare  the  destruction  of  the  constitution  tive  opinions.    But  it  is  quite  otherwise  with 

by  disgracing  and  discrediting  the  house  of  the  frame  and  constitution  of  the  state  ;  if  that 

eommons.    For  they  think,  prudently  in  my  is  disgraced,  patriotism  is  destroyed  in  its  very 

opinion,  that  if  they  can  persuade  the  nation  source.    No  man  has  ever  willingly  obeyed, 

tibat  the  house  of  commons  is  so  constituted,  much  less  was  desirous  of  defending  with  his 

as  ttot  to  secure  the  public  liberty  ;  not  to  have  blood,  a  mischievous  and  absurd  scheme  of 

a  proper  connection  with  the  public  interests ;  government.    Our  first,  our  dearest,  most  com- 

■o  constituted,  as  not  either  actually  or  vir-  prehensive  relation,  our  country  is  gone. 

tuaHy  to  be  the  representative  of  tlie  people,  it  It  suggests  melancholy  reflections,  in  c<Hh> 

wiH  be  easy  to  prove  that  a  government,  com-  sequence  of  the  strange  course  we  have  long 

posed  of  a  monarchy,  an  oligarchy  chosen  by  held,  that  we  are  now  no  longer  quarrellmg 

the  crown,  and  such  a  house  of  commons,  about  the  character  or  about  the  conduct  of 

whatever  g^ood  can  be  in  such  a  system,  can  by  men,  or  the  tenour  cf  measures ;  but  we  are 

no  means  be  a  system  of  free  government  grown  out  of  humour  with  the  English  consti- 

The  constitution  of  England  is  never  to  have  tution  itself;  this  is  become  the  object  of  the 

a  quietus ;   it  is  to  be  continually  vilified,  animosi^  of  Englii^men.     This  c<Hisituti<xi 

attacked,  reproached,  resisted  ;    instead  of  in  former  days  ined  to  be  the  admiration  and 

being  the  hq)e  and  sure  anchor  in  all  storms,  the  envy  of  the  world  ;  it  was  the  pattern  for 

instead  of  being  the  means  of  redress  to  all  politicians ;  the  theme  of  the  eloquent ;  the 

grievances,  itself  is  the  grand  grievance  of  meditation  of  the  philosopher  in  every  part  of 

&e  nation,  our  shame  instead  of  our  glory.    If  tho  world — as  to  Englishmen,  it  was  their 

die  only  specific  plan  proposed,  individual  pride,  their  consolation.    By  it  they  lived,  for 

personal  representation,  is  directly  rejected  by  it  they  were  ready  to  die.    Its  defects,  if  it 

the  person,  who  is  looked  on  as  the  great  sup-  had  any,  were  partly  covered  by  partiality,  and 

port  of  this  business,  then  the  only  way  of  con-  partly  borne  by  prudence.    Now  all  its  excel- 

sidering  it  is  a  question  <£  convenience.    An  lencies  are  forgot,  its  faults  are  now  forcibly 

honourdble  gentleman  prefers  the  individual  dragged  into  day,  exaggerated  by  every  artifice 

to  tfie  present.    He  therefore  himself  sees  no  of  representation  ;  it  is  despised  and  rejected 

Middle  term  whatsoever ,and  therefore  prefers  of  men ;  and  every  device  and  invention  of 

of  what  he  sees  the  individual ;   this  is  the  ingenuity  or  idleness  set  up  in  opposition  or  in 

only  thing  distinct  and  sensible  that  has  been  preference  to  it.    It  is  to  this  humour,  and  it 

advocated.    He  has  then  a  scheme,  which  is  is  to  the  measures  growing  oqt  of  it,  that  I  set 

the  individual  representation ;  he  is  not  a  loss,  myself  (I  hope  not  alone)  in  the  roost  dstov" 
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■uoed  oppontion.    Nerer  before  did  we  at  u  for  few  of  losing  tbeinestiiniUetreBiDre  in 

any  time  in  this  country  meet  upon  the  theory  have,  that  I  do  not  fcutuie  to  game  it  out  of  bj 

of  our  frame  of  government,  to  >it  in  judgment  bands  for  the  Tain  hope  of  improring  it  1  look 

oo  the  constitution  of  our  country,  to  call  it  as  with  filial  rererence  oo  the  coostitntioB  of  aj 

a  delinquent  before  us,  and  to  accuse  it  of  country,  and  never  will  cut  it  in  pieces  andpot 

•very  defect  and  every  vice ;  to  see  whether  it,  it  into  the  kettle  of  any  magician,  in  ada  to  boii 

an  object  of  our  veneration,  even  our  adoration,  it,  with  the  puddle  of  their  compounds,  iatoyoodi 

did  or  did  not  accord  with  a  preconceived  and  vigour.    On  the  contrary,  I  will  drive  awa^ 

scheme  in  the  minds  of  certain  gentlemML  Cast  such  pretenders ;  I  wUl  nurse  its  yeoeraUeije^ 

your  eyes  on  the  journals  of  parliament.  It  and  wUh  loiient  arts  eztoid  a  parent's  hnilk 


SPEECH 

ON  A  MOTION,  MADE  BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  WM.  DOWDESWELL, 
FOR  LEAVE  TO  BRING  IN  A  BILL  FOR  EXPLAINING  THE 
POWERS  OF  JURIES  IN  PROSECUTIONS  FOR  LIBELS.* 


I  HAVE  always  understood,  that  a  superinten-  As  our  situation  puts  us  in  a  pr(^>er  ooodi- 

dence  over  the  doctrines,  as  welt  as  the  pro-  tion,our  power  enables  us  to  execute  this  trust 

ceedings  of  the  courts  of  justice,  was  a  prin-  We  may,  when  we  see  cause  of  compiaiiit, 

cipal  object  of  the  constitution  of  this  house  ;  administer  a  remedy ;  it  is  in  our  dioiceby 

that  you  were  to  watch  at  once  over  the  law*  an  address  to  remove  an  impropa*  judge,  by 

yar  and  the  law ;  that  there  should  be  an  or-  impeachment  before  the  peers  to  pursue  to 

thodoz  faith  as  well  as  proper  works :  and  I  destruction  a  corrupt  judge,  or  by  bill  to  as- 

have  always  looked  with  a  degree  of  reve-  Bert,toezpIain,  toenfinrce,  or  toreform  thekw, 

fence  and  admiration  on  this  mode  <^  superin-  just  as  the  occasion  and  necessity  of  the  case 

tendence.    For  being  totally  disengaged  from  shall  guide  us.    We  stand  in  a  situation  very 

the  detail  of  juridical  practice,  we  come  some-  honourable  to  ourselves,  and  very  us^  to 

thing  perhaps  the  better  qualified,  and  certainly  our  country,  if  we  do  not  abuse  or  abandon 

much  the  better  di^>osed  to  assert  the  genuine  the  trust  that  is  placed  in  us. 

principle  of  the  laws;  in  which  we  can,  as  a  The  question  now  before  you  is  upon  the 

body,  have  no  other  than  an  enlarged  and  a  power   o£  juries  in   prosecuting    for  libels, 

public  uterest.    We  have  no  common  cause  There  are  four  opinions:  1.  That  the  doctrne 

of  a  professional  attachment  or  professional  as  held  by  the  courts  is  [nx^r  and  coostito- 

emulations  to  bias  our  minds;  we  have  no  tional,  and  therefore  should  not  be  altered, 

foregone  opinions,  which  irom  obstinacy  and  2.  That  it  is  neither  proper  nor  omstitutioiial, 

false  point  of  honour  we  think  ourselves  at  all  but  that  it  will  be  rendered  worse  by  your 

events  obliged  to  support    So  that  with  our  interference.     3.  That  it  is  wrong,  but  that 

own    minds   perfectly   disengaged  from  the  the  only  remedy  is  a  bill  of  retrospect.    4.  The 

exercise,  we  may  superintend  the  execution  opiniond'tliose  who  bring  in  the  bill — that  the 

of  the  national  justice ;  which  from  this  cir-  thing  is  wrong,  but  that  it  is  enough  to  direct 

cumstance  is  better  secured  to  the  people  than  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  future. 

in  any  other  countiy  under  heaven  it  can  be.  The  bill  brought  in  is  for  the  purpose  of 

asserting  and  securing  a  great  object  in  the 

•  This  speech  was  deliveied  on  a  motion  juridical  constitution  of  this  kingdom;  which, 

aaade  by  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  for  leave  to  bring  In  (irom  a  \(mg  series  of  practices  and  <^uniotts  ia 

a  bill  to  ascertain  the  power  of  juries  in  prose-  our  judges,  has  in  one  point,  and  in  one  very 

eutions  for  libels ;  against  which  the  question  of  ^.„  Ji.-ri    '  •  ♦  j^  •  ^.Se       .u   *         •    :-i. 

adjournment  was  curied  on  the  Wi  6f  March,  essential  pomt,  deviated  from  the  true  principle. 

mi*  It  IS  the  very  antient  jiri?ilege  of  the  peops 
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€f  Bn^and,  that  they  shall  be  tried,  except  in  where  no  such  restraint  is  ordinarily  put  upon 
the  known  exceptions,  not  by  judges  appointed  them.    The  act  of  homicide  is  primd  fade 
by  the  crown,  but  by  their  own  fellow-subjects,  crimbal.    The  intention  is  afterwards  to  ap- 
the  peers  of  that  coun^  court  at  which  they  pear,  for  the  jury  to  acquit  or  condemn.    In 
owe  their  suit  and  service ;   and  out  of  this  burglary  do  they  insist  that  the  jury  have 
principle  the  trial  by  juries  has  grown.    This  nothing  to  do  but  to  6nd  the  taking  of  goods, 
(Mrinciple  has  not,  that  I  can  find,  been  contest-  and  that  if  they  do,  they  must  necessarily  find 
ed  in  any  case  by  any  authority  whatsoever ;  the  party  guilty,  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  judge, 
hot  there  is  one  case  in  which,  without  directly  and  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  die 
contesting  the  principle,  the  whole  substance,  -word  felonid  in  the  indictment? 
energy,  and  virtue  of  the  privilege  is  taken  out  The  next  point  is  to  consider  it  as  a  ques- 
of  it ;  that  is,  in  the  case  of  a  trial  by  indict"  ticm  of  constitutional  policy ;  that  is,  whether 
ment  or  information  for  a  libel.    The  doctrine  the  decision  of  the  question  of  libd  ought  to 
in  that  case,  laid  down  by  several  judges,  be  left  to  the  judges  as  a  presumption  of  law, 
amounts  to  this,  that  the  jury  have  no  com*  rather  than  to  the  jury  as  matter  of  popular 
petence  where  a  libel  is  alleged,  except  to  find  judgment,  as  the  malice  in  the  case  of  murder ; 
the  gross  corporeal  facts  of  the  writing  and  the  the  felony  in  case  of  stealing.    If  the  intent 
publication,  together  with  the  identity  of  the  and  tendency  are  not  matters  within  the  pro- 
things  and  persons  to  which  it  refers  ;   but  vince  of  popular  judgment,  but  legal  and  tech* 
that  the  intent  and  the  tendency  of  the  wcxk,  nical  conclusions,  formed  upon  general  prin- 
m  which  intent  and  tendency  the  whole  cri-  ciples   of  law,  let  us  see   what  they   are. 
minality  consists,  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  pro-  Certainly  they  are  most  unfavourable,  indeed 
vince  of  the  judge.    Thus  having  reduced  the  totally  adverse   to   the   constitution  of  this 
jury  to  the  cognizance  of  acts  not  in  themselves  country. 

presumptively  criminal,  but  actions  neutral  Here  we  must  have  recourse  to  analogies ; 
and  indifferent,  the  whole  matter  in  which  the  for  we  cannot  argue  on  ruled  cases  one  way 
subject  has  any  concern  or  interest,  is  taken  or  the  other.  See  the  history.  The  old  books, 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  jury  ;  and  if  the  jury  deficient  in  general  in  crown  cases,  furnish  us 
take  more  upon  themselves,  what  they  so  take  with  little  on  this  head.  As  to  the  crime, 
is  contrary  to  their  duty ;  it  is  no  moralf  but  a  in  the  very  early  Saxon  law  I  see  an  offence 
merely  nctfuraj  power,  Uie  same  by  which  they  of  this  species,  called  Folk-leasing,  made  a 
may  do  any  other  improper  act,  the  same  by  capital  ofience,  but  no  very  precise  defini- 
which  they  may  even  prejudice  themselves  tion  of  the  crime,  and  no  trial  at  all:  see  the 
with  regard  to  any  other  part  of  the  issue  be-  statute  of  3d  Edward  I.  cap.  34.  The  law 
lore  them.  Such  is  the  matter,  as  it  now  of  libels  could  not  have  arrived  at  a  very  early 
stands,  in  possession  of  your  highest  criminal  period  in  this  country.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
eoorts,  handed  down  to  them  from  very  re-  we  find  no  vestige  of  any  constitution  from 
Electable  legal  ancestors.  If  this  can  once  be  authority,  or  of  any  deductions  firom  legal 
established  in  this  case,  the  application  in  science  in  our  old  books  and  records  upon 
principle  to  other  cases  will  be  easy ;  and  the  that  subject.  The  statute  of  Scandalum  Mag' 
practice  will  run  up(Hi  a  descent,  until  the  naium  is  the  oldest  that  I  know,  and  this  goes 
progress  of  an  encroaching  jurisdiction  (for  it  but  a  little  way  in  this  sort  of  learning.  Libel- 
is  in  its  nature  to  encroach  when  once  it  has  ling  is  not  the  crime  of  an  illiterate  people. 
passed  its  limits)  coming  to  confine  the  juries,  When  they  were  thought  no  mean  clerks  who 
case  after  case,  to  the  corporeal  fact,  and  to  could  read  and  write ;  when  he  who  could  read 
that  al(»ie,  and  excluding  the  intention  of  mind,  and  write  was  presumptively  a  person  in  holy 
the  only  source  of  merit  and  demerit,  of  re-  wders,  libels  could  not  be  general  or  danger- 
ward  or  punishment,  juries  become  a  dead  ous;  and  scandals  merely  oral  could  spread 
letter  in  the  constitution.  little,  and  must  perish  soon.  It  is  writing,  it 
For  which  reason  it  is  high  time  to  take  is  printing  more  emphatically,  that  imps  ca- 
this  matter  into  the  considerati<m  of  parlia-  lunmy  with  those  eagle  wings,  on  which,  as  the 
ment:  and  for  that  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  poet  says,  "  immortal  slanders  fly.^*  By  the 
to  examine,  first,  whether  there  is  any  thing  press  they  spread,  they  last,  they  leave  the 
in  the  peculiar  nature  of  this  crime  that  makes  sting  in  the  wound.  Printing  was  not  known 
it  necessary  to  exclude  the  jury  from  consider-  in  England  much  earlier  than  the  reign  of 
ing  the  intention  in  it  more  than  in  others.  Henry  YU.  and  in  the  third  year  of  that 
So  far  from  it,  that  I  take  it  to  be  much  less  reign  the  court  of  Star  Chamber  was  estSi* 
■o  firom  the  analogy  of  other  criminal  cases,  UlSied.    The  press  and  its  enemy  are  nearly 
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ooevaL    As  no  positive  law  tgainst  libels  ex-  and  becomes  the  object  of  the  iaqaky;  bo(  It 
isted,  they  fell  under  the  indefinite  class  of  mis-  examine  into  the  most  in^xNrtant  oonsidtiratiflB, 
demeanours.    For  the  trial  of  misdemeanours  which  can  come  before  us,  with  mindi  hestsrf 
that  court  was  instituted ;  their  tend^icy  to  with  prejudice  and  filled  with  pasuoos,  witk 
produce  riots  and  disorders  was  a  main  part  vain  popular  opinicxts  and  humours;  andi^ 
of  the  charge,  and  was  laid,  in  order  to  give  we   propose  to  examine  into  the  justice  of 
the  court  jurisdiction  chiefly  against  libels,  others,  to  be  unjust  ourselves* 
The  offence  was  new.    Learning  of  their  own        An  inquiry  is  wished  as  the  laost  effeetod 
upon  the  sul]ject  they  had  none ;  and  they  way  of  putting  an  end  to  the  clamours  asd 
were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  <mly  emporium  libels,  which  are  the  disorder  and  disgnoe  of 
where  it  was  to  be  had,  the  Roman  law.  the  times.    For  people  remain  (piiet,  Aef 
Afler  tlie  Star  Chamber  was  abolished  in  sleep  secure,   when  they  imagine  that  tfas 
the  10th  of  Charles  I.  its  authority  indeed  vigilant  eye  of  a  censorial  magistrate  watdM 
ceased  but  its  maxims  subsisted  and  survived  over  all  the  proceedings  of  judicature ;  and 
it ;  the  spirit  of  the  Star  Chamber  has  trans-  that  the  sacred  fire  of  an  eternal  coostitudoDil 
migrated  and  lived  again;  and  Westminster  jealousy,  which  is  the  guardian  of  liber^,lMr, 
Hall  was  obliged  to  borrow  from  the  Star  and  justice,  is  alive  ni^t  and  day,  and  bun- 
Chamber  for  the  same  reasons  as  the  Star  ing  in  this  house.    But  wh«i  the  ssagistnta 
Chamber   had  borrowed   from   the    Roman  gives  up  his  office  and  his  duty,  the  pecpls 
forum,  because  they  had  no  law,  statute,  or  assume  it,  and  they  enquire  too  much  and 
tradition  o(  their  own.    Thus  the  Roman  law  too   irreverently,  because    they  think   their 
took  possession  of  our  courts ;  I  mean  its  doc-  representatives  do  not  enquire  at  all. 
trine,  not  its  sanctions ;  the  severity  of  capital        We  have  in  a  libel,    1st.  The  writiBf. 
punishment  was  omitted,  all  the  rest  remained.  2d.  The  communication,  called  by  the  lav- 
The  grounds  of  these  laws  are  just  and  equi-  yers  the  publication.    3d.   The   applicatioa 
table.    Undoubtedly  the  good  &me  of  every  to  perscms  and  facts.    4th.  The  intent  and 
man  ought  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  tendency.    5th.  The  matter,— diminotkn  of 
laws,  as  well  as  his  life,  and  liberty,  and  pro-  fiune.    The  law-presumptions  on  all  these  ars 
perty.   GKxxl  fame  is  an  outworis  that  defends  in  the  communication.    No  intent  can  naks 
them  all,  and  renders  them  all  valuable.    The  a  defamitory  publication  good,  nothing  eaa 
law  forbids  you  to  revenge— when  it  ties  up  make  it  have  a  good  tendency  ;  truth  is  Mk 
the  hands  o£  some,  it  ought  to  restrain  the  pleadable.   Taken  j^iiridtca%,  the  fbundatioatl 
tongues  of  others.    The  good  fame  d[  govern-  these  law-presumptions  is  not  unjust ;  takes 
ment  is  die  same ;  it  ought  not  to  be  traduced.  corutUttHonalfyf  they  are  ruinous,  and  tend  t» 
This  is  necessary  in  all  government ;  and  if  the  total  suppression  of  all  publication^    If 
opinion  be  support,  what  takes  away  this  de-  juries  are  confined  to  the  fact,   no  writing} 
stroys  that  support;  but  the  liberty  of  the  press  which  censures,  however  justly,  or  however 
is  necessary  to  this  government.  temperately,  the  c<niduct  of  achninistratiaBy 
The  wisdom,  however,  of  government,  is  of  can  be  unpunished.    Therefcnre,  if  the  intent 
more  importance  than  the  laws.    I  should  and  tendency  be  lefl  to  the  judge  as  legal  oon- 
study  the  temper  of  the  people  before  I  ven-  dusicms  growing  irom  the  fact,  you  may  de- 
tured  on  acticms  of  this  kind.   I  wouki  ccmsider  pend  up<m  it  you  can  have  no  public  discueriai 
the  whole  of  the  prosecution  g£  a  libel  o(  such  of  a  public  measure ;  which  is  a  point,  vrfaieh 
importance  as  Junius,  as  one  piece,  as  one  even  those  who  are  most  offended  vrith  tlM 
consistent  plan  df  operations ;  and  I  would  licentiousness  of  the  press  (and  it  is  very  ez«r* 
contrive  it  so,  that  if  I  were  defeated,  I  should  bitaut,  very  provoking)  vrill  hardly  contend  6r. 
not  be  disgraced;  that  even  my  victory  should        So  far  as  to  the  first  opinion,  that  the  do^ 
not  be  more  ignominious  than  my  defeat;  I  trine  is  right  and  needs  no  alteiation.   Sd. 
would  so  manage  that  the  lowest  in  the  pre-  The  next  is,  that  it  is  wrong,  but  that  we  ars 
dicament  of  guUt  should  not  be  the  only  one  not  in  a  condition  to  help  it.    I  admit,  it  if 
in  punishment.    I  would  not  inform  against  true  that  there  are  cases  of  a  nature  so  de* 
the  mere  vender  of  a  collection  of  pamphlets,  licate  and  complicated,  that  an  act  of  parii^ 
I  would  not  put  him  to  trial  first,  if  I  could  ment  on  the  subject  may  become  a  matter  of 
possibly  avoid  it     I  would  rather  stand  the  great  difficulty.    It  sometimes  cannot  dsfins 
consequences  of  my  first  error,  than  carry  it  with  exactness  ;  because  the  subject  naatter 
to  a  judgment  that  must  disgrace  my  prosecu-  v?ill  not  bear  an  exact  definition.  It  may  seesi 
tion  or  the  court.   We  ought  to  examine  these  to  take  away  every  thing  which  it  does  not 
things  m  a  nuumeri  which  becomes  ouiselvesi  positively  tialUi$kf  and  this  might  be  ' 
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or  it  may  seem,  vice  vendf  to  e$tabluh  To  talk  of  this  matter  in  any  other  way,  is 

ag  which  it  does  not  eacpregsly  take  to  turn  a  rational  principle  into  an  idle  and 

t  may  be  more  advisable  to  leave  such  vulgar  superstition,  like  the  antiqiMry,   Dr. 

>  the  enlightened  discretion  of  a  judge.  Woodward,  who  trembled  to  have  bis  shield 

a  censorial  house  of  commons.    But,  scoured  for  fear  it  should  be  discovered  to  be 

sts  upon  those,  who  object  to  a.  legis-  nor  better  than  an  old  pot>lid.    This  species 

iterposition,  to  prove   these   incon-  of  tenderness  to  a  jury  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 

3  in  the  particular  case  befcnre  them,  gentleman  of  good  condition,  who  had  been 

ould  be  a  most  dangerous,  as  it  is  a  reduced  to  great  poverty  and  distress ;  appli- 

e  and  most  groundless  conceit,  to  cation  was  made  to  some  rich  feUows  in  his 

IS  a  general  principle,  that  the  rights  neighbourhood  to  give  him  some  assistance ; 

ties  of  the  subject  are  impaired  by  the  but  they  begged  to  be  excused  for  fear  of 

attentiim  of  the  legislature  to  secure  affronting  a  person  of  his  high  birth;  and  so 

f  so,  very  ill  would  the  purchase  of  the  poor  gentleman  was  left  to  starve  out  of 

larta  have  merited  the  deluge  of  blood,  pure  respect  to  the  antiquity  of  h»  famUy. 

as  shed  in  order  to  have  Uie  body  of  From  this  principle  has  ariswi  an  q>inion, 

privileges  defined  by  a  positive  written  that  I  find  current  among  gentlemen,  that  this 

hja  charter,  the  inestimable  monument  distemper  ought  to  be  left  to  cure  itself;  that 

(hfreedom,  so  long  the  boast  and  glory  the  judges,  having  been  well  exposed,  and 

alien,  would  have  been  at  once  an  in-  something  terrified  on  account  of  these  cla- 

of  our  servitude,  and  a  monument  of  mours,  w^  entirely  change,  if  not  very  much 

,  if  this  principle  were  true.    The  relax  from  their  rigour ;  if  the  present  race 

n:  confirmations  would  have  been  only  should  not  change,  that  the  chances  of  suo- 

repetitions  of  their  absurdity,  so  many  cession  may  put   other    more   constitutional 

I  in  the  chain,  and  so  many  invalida-  judges  in  their  place ;  lastly,  ii  neither  shouki 

their  right.  happen,  yet  that  the  spirit  of  an  English  jury 

annot  open  your  statute  book  without  will  always  be  sufficient  for  the  vindication  c^ 

oskive  provisions  relative  to  every  its  rights,  and  will  not  si:rffer  itself  to  be  over- 

the  subject.    This  business  of  juries  borne  by  the  Bench.    I  confess  that  I  totally 

bject  <^  not  fewer  than  a  dozen.    To  dissent  firom  all  these  opinicms.    These  suppo^ 

that  juries  are  something  innate  in  ntions  become  the  strongest  reasons  with  me  to 

[titution  of  Great  Britain,  that  they  evince  the  necessity  of  some  clear  and  positive 

i^>ed,  like  Minerva,  out  of  the  head  settlement  of  this  question  of  contested  juris- 

in  complete  armour,  is  a  weak  fancy,  diction.     If  judges  are  so  full  of  levity,  so 

d  neither  by  precedent  nor  by  reas(m.  full  of  timidity,  if  they  are  influenced  by  such 

sr  is  most  antient  and  venerable  in  mean  and  unworthy  passions  that  a  popular 

titution,  royal  prerogative,  privileges  clamour  is  sufficient  to  shake  the  resolution 

unent,  rights  of  elections,  authority  they  build  upon  the  solid  basis  of  a   legal 

s,  juries,  must  have  been  modelled  principle,  I  would  endeavour  to  fix  that  mer- 

g  to  the  occasion.    I  spare  your  pa-  cury  by  a  positive  law.     If  to  please  an  ad- 

ind  I  pay  a  compliment  to  your  un-  ministration  the  judges  can  go  one  way  to-day, 

ing  in  not  attempting  to  prove  that  and  to  please  the  crowd  they  can  ^  another 

g  so  elaborate  and  artificial  as  a  jury  to-morrow;  if  they  will  oscillate  backward  and 

the  work  of  chcmccj  but  a  matter  c^  forward  between  power  and  popularity,  it  is 

«  brought  to  its  present  state  by  the  high  time  to  fix  the  law  in  such  a  manner  as  to 

brts  <^  legislative  authority  and  juri-  resemble,  as  it  ought,  the  great  anther  of  all 

adence.    It  need  not  be  ashamed  of  law,  in  whom  there  is  no  variaUeness  nor 

rhat  in  many  parts  of  it  at  least  it  is)  shadow  of  turning. 

ring  of  an  act  (^  parliament,  unless  it  As  to  their  succession,  I  have  just  the  same 

ne  for  our  laws  to  be  the  results  of  our  opinion.    I  would  not  leave  it  to  the  diancea 

re.    Juries,  which  sensitively  shrink  of  promotion,  or  to  the  characters  of  lawyersi 

t  rude  touch  of  parliamentary  remedy,  what  the  law  of  the  land,  what  the  rights  <^ 

en  the  subject  of  not  fewer  than,  I  juries,  or  what  the  liberty  of  the  press  sfaoukl 

rty-three  acts  of  parliament,  in  which  be.      My  law  shouki  not  depend  upoo  tho 

B  been  changed  with  all  the  authority  fluctuation  of  the  closet  or  the  complexion  off 

eator  over  its  creature,  from  magna  men.    Whether  a  black-haired  man  or  a  to» 

o  the  great  alterations  which  were  haired  man  presided  in  the  cooit  of  king** 

tba  89th  of  Qeorge  n.  bench,  I  would  have  the  law  the  mm»{  the 
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■ame,  whether  he  was  home  in  domo  rtgna-  refuses  his  opinicm  upon  a  qoestioo  of  jttdiei> 

tricti  and  sucked  from  his  infancy  the  milk  of  ture  ?  Tou  tre  so  ccMrrupt,  that  I  diouki  oas* 

courts,  or  was  nurtured  in  the  rugged  disci-  sider  myself  a  partaker  of  your  crime  were  I 

pline  of  a  popular  opposition.    This  law  of  to  be  guided  by  your  opinion ;  or  you  tre » 

court  cabal  and  of  (Murty,  this  mau  qtuedam  grossly  ignorant  that  I,  fresh  from  my  hoonli^ 

nuUo  pertwrbata  ^tdu^  this  law  of  complexion  from  my  plough,  my  counter  or  my  k)oia,ia 

ought  not  to  be  endured  for  a  moment,  in  a  fit  to  direct  you  in  your  own  proiessioo.    Tb 

country  whose  being  depends  upon  the  cer*  is  an  unfitting,  it  is  a  dangerous  state  of  dm^ 

tainty,  clearness,  and  stability  of  institutions.  The  spirit  of  any  sort  of  men  is  not  a  fit  nh 

Now  I  come  to  the  last  substitute  for  the  for  deckling  on  the  boimds  of  their  jurisdietiM. 

proposed    bill,    the  spirit  of  juries  qieraU  First,  because  it  is  different  in  different  nei, 

ing  their  own  jurisdiction.     This  I  confess  I  and  even  different  in  the  same  at  difirot 

think  the  worst  of  all,  fcnr  the  same  reasons  times ;  and  can  never  become  the  proper  ^ 

on   which  I  objected   to  the  other ;  and  fer  recting  line  of  law ;    next,  because  it  is  sot 

other  weighty  reasons  besides,   which  are  reason,  but  feeling ;  and  when  once  it  is  ini* 

separate  a»d  distinct.    First,  because  juries,  tated,  it  is  not  apt  to  confine  itself  withia  ik 

being  taken  at  random  out  of  a  mass  of  men  proper  limits.     If  it  becomes,  not  difecoei 

infinitely  large,  must  be  of  characters  as  various  in  opinion  upon  law,  but  a  trial  of  ^irit  1» 

as  the  body  they  arise  fixxn    is  large  in  its  tween  parties,  our  courts  of  law  are  do  longer 

extent.    If  the  judges  differ   in   their  com-  thetempleof  justice,  but  the  amphitbettre  fir 

plexions,  much  more  wUi  a  jury.    A  timid  gladiators.    No,  Grod  ferbid !  juries  oo^  !• 

jury  will  give  way  to  an  awfiil  judge  deliver-  take  their  law  fiT>m  the  bench  only ;  bat  it  ii 

ing  oracularly  the  law,  and  charging  them  on  our  business  that  they  should  hear  noibiif 

their  oaths,  and  putting  it  home  to  their  con-  fix)m  the  bench  but  what  is  agreeable  to  dv 

sciences,  to  beware  of  judging  where  the  law  principles  of  the  constitution.    The  jmy  ■* 

had  given  them  no  competence.    We  know  to  hear  the  judge,  the  judge  is  to  hear  die  Inr 

that  they  will  do  so,  they  have  done  so  in  an  where  it  speaks  plain  ;    where  it  does  boC| 

hundred  instances ;  a  respectable  member  of  he  is  to  hear  the  legislature.     As  I  do  Ml 

your  own  house,  no  vulgar  man,  tells  you  that  thinkthese  q>inions  orifthe  judges  to  be  agn^ 

on  the  authority  of  a  judge  he  found  a  man  able  to  those  principles,  I  wish  to  take  tin 

guilty,  in  whom,  at  the  same  time,  he  could  only  method  in  which  they  can  or  oug^  lo  W 

find  no  guilt.      But  supposing  them  full  of  corrected,  by  a  bill, 
knowledge  and  full  of  manly  confidence  in        Next  my  opinion  is,  that  it  ought  to  be  ra* 

themselves,  how  will  their  knowledge,  or  their  ther  by  a  bill  for  removing  Controversies,  ditt 

confidence,  inform  or  inspirit  others  ?  They  by  a  bill  in  the  state  of  manifest  and  expretf 

five  no  reason  for  their  verdict,  they  can  but  declaration,  and  in  words  de  praUrito.   I  de 

condemn  or  acquit ;  and  no  man  can  tell  the  this  upon  reasons  of  equity  and  constitotioaai 

motives  on  which  they  have  acquitted  or  con-  polity.    I  do  not  want  to  c^isure  the  present 

demned.    So  that  this  hope  of  the  power  of  judges.    I  think  them  to  be  excused  for  their 

juries  to  assert  their  own  jurisdiction,  must  be  erroor.    Ignorance  is  no  excuse  for  a  judge; 

a  prmciple  blind  as  being  without  reason,  and  it  is  changing  the  nature  of  his  crime ;  it  is 

as  changeable  as  the  complexion  of  men  and  not  absolving.    It  must  be  such  erroor  as  a 

the  temper  of  the  times.  wise  and  omscientious  judge  may  possibly  &fl 

But  after  all,  is  it  fit  that  this  dishonourable  into,  and  must  arise  firom  one  or  both  these 
conteutionbetween  the  court  and  juries  should  causes — 1.  A  plausible  principle  of  law.  1 
subsist  any  longer?  On  what  principle  is  it  The  precedents  of  respectable  authorities,  asd 
that  a  juror  refuses  to  be  directed  by  the  in  good  times.  In  the  first,  the  principle  of 
court  as  to  his  competence  ?  Whether  a  libel  law,  that  the  judge  is  to  decide  on  law,  the  jury 
or  no  libel  be  a  question  of  law  or  of  fact,  may  to  decide  on  fact,  is  an  antient  and  venenbi* 
be  doubtful,  but  a  question  of  jurisdiction  and  principle  and  maxim  of  the  law  ;  and  if  sop- 
competence  is  certainly  a  question  of  law  ;  on  ported  in  this  application  by  precedents  of  good 
this  the  court  ought  undoubtedly  to  judge,  and  tunes  and  of  good  men,  the  judge,  if  wroogi 
to  judge  solely  and  exclusively.  If  they  judge  ought  to  be  corrected ;  he  ought  not  to  be  re- 
wrong  from  excusable  errour,  you  ought  to  proved  or  to  be  disgraced,  or  the  authority  or 

bills  have 

,  ^    .  ,  rf     - cormptioiiL- 

What  does  a  juror  say  to  a  judge  when  he  fundamental  part  of  the  «^A»i^ifwtMB  ini  kNi 
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at ;  where  they  would  damn  the  prin-  icinded ;  they  will  undoubtedly  vote  against 

d|iie,  eensure  the  persons,   and  annul    the  this  bill,  and  for  another  sort. 

iBta    but  where  the  law  has  been  by  the  acci*  I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen, 

lent  of  human  firail^  depraved,  or  in  a  par-  who  are  against  disturbing  the  public  repose ; 

licEDlar  instance  misunderstood,   where    you  I  like  a  clamour  whenever  there  is  an  abuse. 

MJIher  mean  to  rescind  the  acts  nor  to  censure  The  fire-bell  at  midnight  distuibs  your  sleep, 

■to  persons,  in  such  cases  you  have  taken  the  but  it  keeps  you  from  being  burned  in  your  bed. 

«Bi|»Uuiatory  mode,  and  without  condemning  The  hue  and  cry  alarms  the  county,  but  it  pre- 

^Imt  is  done,  you  direct  the  future  judgment  serves  all  the  property  of  the  province.     All 

«f  the  court.  these  clamours  aim  at  redress.    But  a  clamour 

'   All  bills  for  the  reformation  of  the  law  must  made  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the 

fee  according  to  the  subject  matter,  the  circum-  people  discontented  with  their  situation^  with- 

fltances  and  the  occasion,  and  are  of  four  kinds  out  an  endeavour  to  give  them  a  practical  re- 

^1.  Either  die  law  is  totally  wanting,  and  medy,  is  indeed  one  of  the  worst  acts  of  sedition, 

a  new  enacting  statute  must  be  made  to  I  have  read  and  heard  much  upon  the  con- 


pupS^  that  want.  Or,  2.  It  is  defedtive,  then  duct  of  our  courts  in  the  business  of  libels.  I 
m  new  law  must  be  made  to  enforce  it.  3.  Or  was  extremely  willing  to  enter  into,  and  very 
H  is  opposed  by  power  or  fraud,  and  then  an  free  to  act  as  facts  should  turn  out  on  that  in- 
must  be  made  to  declare  it.    4.  Or  it  is  quiry,  aiming  constantly  at  remedy  as  the  end 


mdered  doubtful  and  controverted,  and  then  a  of  ail  clamour,  all  debate,  all  writing,  and  all 

Ikit  must  be  made  to  explain  it.    These  must  inquiry ;  for  which  reason  I  did  embrace,  and 

1»  applied  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  do  now  with  joy,  this  method  of  giving  quiet 

iOMie ;  one  is  just  as  good  as  another  of  them,  to  the  courts,  jurisdiction  to  juries,  liberty  to 

Xfiserable  indeed  would  be  the  resources,  poor  the  press,  and  satisfaction  to  the  people.     I 

Md  onfiimbhed  the  stores  and  magazines  of  thank  my  friends  for  what  they  have  done  ;  I 

lilgiidation,  if  we  were  bound  up  to  a  little  hope  the  public  will  one  day  reap  the  benefit  of 

Wbtow  form,  and  not  able  to  frame  our  acts  of  their  pious  and  judicious  endeavours.     They 

parliament  according  to  every  disposition  of  our  have  now  sown  the  seed  ;  I  hope  they  will  live 

Aim  minds,  and  to  every  possible  emergency  to  see  the  flourishing  harvest.    Their  bill  is 

tfthe  commonwealth ;  to  take  them  declara-  sown  in  weakness,  it  will,  I  trust,  be  reaped 

ibry,  enforcing,  explanatory,  repealing,  just  in  in  power.    And  then,  however,  we  shall  have 

ffhat  mode  or  in  what  degree  we  please.  reason  to  apply  to  them  what,  my  Lord  Coke 

Those  ndio  think  that  the  judges  living  and  says,  was  an  aphorism  continually  in  the  mouth 

dead  are  to  be  condemned ;  that  your  tribunals  of  a  great  sage  of  the  law,  "  Blesssed  be  not 

cfjostice  are  to  be  dbhononred;  that  their  acts  the   complaining  tongue,  but   hle»8ed  be  Ow 

$ii  jiuigments  on  this  business  are  to  be  re-  amending  JumdJ* 


A  LETTER 

ON  MR.  DOWDESWELL'S  BILL  FOR  EXPLAINING  THE  POWERS 
OF  JURIES  IN  PROSECUTIONS  FOR  LIBELS.* 

Aw  improper  and  injurious  account  of  the  public  papers.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  it ; 
lifi  brought  into  the  house  of  commons  by  Mr.  as  I  am  not  a  stranger  to  the  views  and  politics 
0owdeswell  has  lately  appeared  in  one  of  the     of  those  who  have  caused  it  to  be  inserted. 

Mr.  Dowdeswell  did  not  bring  in  an  tnacti' 

•  The  manuscript,  from  which  this  letter  is  ««5  ^  .^  ^^*  ^  3^^]  ^  *«  account  ex- 

lalcen,   is  in  Mr.   Burke's  own  handwriting,  preaseBity  a  power  to  try  law  and  foam  matter 

Mit  It  does  not  appear  to  whom  it  was  address^  ofUbd,    Mr.  Dowdeswell  brought  in  a  bill  to 

•d,  nor  is  there  any  date  aflSxed  to  it   It  has  py^  |^  g^j  jq  ^jjose  doubts  and  controversieg 

apeech.  tracted  our  courts,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
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the  public,  and  to  the  great  dishonour  of  the  right,  and  declaratioii  of  right,  oo^  to 

national  justice.  der  how  far  the  circumatanoea  are  the  mm 

That  it  is  the  province  of  the  jury,  in  in&r-  in  the  two  cases ;  and  bow  fiir  th^  an  |n> 

mations  and  indictments  for  libels,  to  try  no-  pared  to  go  the  fi^iole  lengths  of  the  resHitf 

thing  more  than  the  fact  of  the  composing  and  those  remarkaUe  laws.    Mr.  DowdesweBni 

of  the  publishing  averments  and  innuendoes,  his  friends  are  6C  opinion,  that  the  dnai^ 

is  a  doctrine  held  at  present  by  all  the  judges  stances  are  not  the  same,  and  that  ^enfiv 

of  the  king's  bem^h,  probably  by  most  of  the  the  biU  ought  not  to  be  the  same. 
judges  of  the  kingdom.    The  same  doctrine        It  has  been  always  disagreeable  to  dtf  |n> 

has  been  held  pretty  uniformly  since  the  revo-  sons,  who  compose  that  connection^to  cq|l|l 

(ution ;  and  it  prevails  more  or  less  with  the  wantonly  in  a  paper  war ;  especially  with  |» 

jury,  according  to  the  degree  of  respect  with  flemoi,  for  whom  they  have  an  e8teeB^  mi 

which  they  are  disposed  to  receive  the  opinions  who  seem  to  agree  with  them  in  the  fMl 

of  the  bench.  grounds  of  their  public  conduct:  hot  tfwycM 

This  doctrine,  which,  when  it  prevails,  tends  never  consent  to  pvnrchase  any  assistance  froB 

to  annihilate  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury ;  and  any  persons  by  the  forfeiture  of  their  own  n* 

when  it  is  rejected  by  juries,  tends  to  weaken  putation.    They  respect  public  opinion ;  ui 

and  disgrace  the  authority  of  the  judge,  is  not  therefore  whenever  they  shall  be  called  npoh 

a  doctrine  prc^r  for  an  English  judicature,  they  are  ready  to  meet  their  adversaries,  is 

For  the  sake  both  of  judge  and  jury,  the  con-  soon  as  they  pJease,  before  the  tribunal  of  tbe 

troversy  ought  to  be  quieted,  and  the  law  ought  public,  and  there  to  justify  the  constitntiosil 

to  be  settled  in  a  manner  clear,  definitive,  and  nature  and  tendency,  the  proprie^,  the  pn- 

constitutional,  by  the  only  authority  competent  dence,  and  the  policy  of  their  bill.    Tliey  M 

to  it,  the  authority  of  the  legislature.  equally  ready  to  explain  and  to  justify  all  tkeir 

Mr.  DowdeswelTs  bill  was  brought  in  for  proceedings  in  the  conduct  of  it ;  equally  retfy 

that  purpose.    It  gives  to  the  jury  no  new  to  defend  their  resolution  to  noake  it  one  objed 

powers ;  but,  afler  reciting  the  doubts  and  con-  (if  ever  they  shoukl  have  the  power)  in  a  pin 

troversies,  (which  nobody  denies  actually  to  of  public  reformatioo. 
subsist,)  and  afler  stating  that,  if  juries  are        Tour  correspondent  ooght  to  have  be«n  *■ 

not  reputed  competent  to  try  the  whole  matter,  tisfied  with  the  assistance,  vrfaich  his  iimk 

the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury  will  be  of  none  or  hsve  lent  to  administration  in  defeatiag  Ait 

imperfect  effect;  it  enacts,  not  that  the  jury  bill    He  ou^t  not  to  make  a  feeble  mk^ 

AaU  have  the  jmukt,  but  that  they  shall  be  hdd  your  (I  dare  say  mudi  to  the  displeasara  of 

and  reputed  tn  too  ojid  right  competent  to  try  those  firiends)  to  disgrace  the  genttesHB  lihl 

the  whole   matter  laid  in  the  information,  broo^  it  in.    A  measure,  proposed  by  Mb 

The  bill  is  directing  to  the  judges,  concerning  Dowdeswell,  seconded  by  Sir  Oeorge  OtrJi^ 

the  opinion  in  law,  which  they  are  known  to  and  supported  by  their  fiiends,  will  stand  Ur 

hold  upon  this  subject ;  and  does  not  in  the  vrith  the  public,  even  though  it  shoukl  hM« 

least  imply,  that  the  jury  were  to  derive  a  new  been  opposed  by  that  list  of  names,  (respeel* 

right  and  power  from  that  bill,  if  it  should  have  able  names  I  admit,)  which  have  been  uimNl 

passed  into  an  act  of  parliament.    The  im-  with  so  much  parade  and  ostentation  m  JOT 

plication  is  directly  the  contranr ;  and  is  as  papers. 

strongly  conveyed  as  it  is  possible  for  those  to        It  is  not  tnie,  that  Mr.  Burice  spoke  in  ynSm 

do,  who  sUte  a  doubt  and  controversy,  with-  of  Lord  Mansfield.    If  be  had  found  any  tkkf 

out  charging  with  criminality  those  persons,  in  Lord  MansfieM  praiseworthy,  I  fkaey  hsil 

who  so  doubted,  and  so  controverted.  not  disposed  to  make  an  mpolojgy  to  anybtif 

Such  a  style  is  firequent  in  acts  of  this  na*  for  doing  justke.    Tour  oorrespoBdcars  i«* 

ture  ;  and  is  that  only,  which  is  suited  to  the  son  for  asserting  it  is  visible  enough ;  and  kh 

occasion.    An  insidious  use  has  been  made  of  altogether  in  the  strain  of  other  misiuyiMWii 

the  words  enact  and  deetore,  as  if  they  were  tions.    That  gentleman  spoke  decenliy  flf  i» 

formal  and  operative  words  of  force  to  distin-  judges,  and  he  did  no  moro ;  OMst  of  the  gM» 

guish  different  species  of  laws  producing  dif^  tiemen,  who  debated  on  both  sides,  heii  At 

ferent  effects.    Nothing  is  more  groundless,  same  kmguage ;  and  nobody  will  think  Ihtir 

and  I  am  persuaded  no  lawyer  will  stand  to  zeal   the   less   warm,  or  die    less  dfctfli 

such  an  assertion.    The  gentlemen,  who  say  because  it  is  not  attended  with  Mnmlitj  wi 

that  a  bill  ought  to  have  been  brought  in  ^apaa  virulence* 
the  principle,  and  m  the  style  of  the  petition  of  i»       e       e       e       #       ♦      • 
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T.TBTCT.  Bn.T.,  to  try  the  issue  between  the  king  and  the 

defendant,  upon  any  indictment  or  infonnatioa 

ITHsmxAi  doubti  and  controversies  have  for  a  seditious  libel,  or  a  libel  under  any  other 

■        mt  Tarious  times,  concerning  the  right  denomination  or  description,  shall  be  held  and 

to  try  the  whole  matter  laid  in  in-  reputed  competent  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 

and  informations  for  seditious  and  in  law  and  in  right,  to  try  every  part  of  the 

libels :  And  whereas  trial  by  juries  matter  laid  or  charged  in  said  indictment  or 

be  of  none  or  imperfect  effect  if  the  information,  comprehending  the  criminal  in- 


comprehending  

fm  were  not  held  to  be  competent  to  try  tention  of  the  defendant,  and  the  evil  tendency 

whole  matter  aforesaid;  For  settling  and  of  the  libel  charged,  as  well  as  the  mere  fact 

ring  such  doubts  and  controversies,  and  of  the  publication  thereof,  and  the  application 

■ecaring  to  the  subject  the  effectual  and  by  innuendo  of  blanks,  initial  letters,  pictures, 

4jjmfMe  benefit  of  trial  by  juries  in  such  in-  and  other  devices ;  any  opinion,  question,  am- 

AsBMiita  and  informations^;  Be  it  enacted,  biguity  or  doubt  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 

That  juron  duly  impannelled  and  sworn  ing. 


SPEECH 


ON  THE  SECOND  READING  OP  A  BILL  FOR  THE  REPEAL  OP  THE 

MARRIAGE  ACT.* 


Thu  met  [the  marriage  act]  stands  upon  engagment.  Now  it  appears  to  me  very  clear, 
j—piitiples;  one,  that  the  power  of  marrying  that  they  ought  not.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to 
fjlfconit  oooMOt  of  parents  should  not  take  think,  that  mere  animal  propagation  is  the  sole 
plM*  tin  twentys-one  years  of  age;  the  other,  end  (X  matrimony.  Matrimony  is  instituted 
Ihttal  marriages  shouki  be pubtic  not  only  for  the  propagation  of  men,  but  for 
proporitioo  of  the  honourable  mover  their  nutrition,  their  education,  their  establish- 
to  the  first ;  and  undoubtedly  his  motives  ment ;  and  for  the  answering  of  all  the  pur- 
fiur  and  honourable ;  and  even  in  that  poses  o£  a  rational  and  moral  being ;  and  it  is 
,  fay  which  he  would-take  away  pater-  not  the  duty  (^the  community  to  consider  alone 
Ml  power,  he  is  influenced  to  it  by  filial  piety,  of  how  many,  but  how  useful  citizens  it  shall 
•■I  be  is  led  into  it  by  a  natural,  and  to  him  be  composed. 

JMrifahln  but  real  mistake,  that  the  ordinary  It  is  moist  certain,  that  men  are  well  quar 

MM  of  "^f^inH  advance  as  fast  towards  ma-  lified    for  propagation,  long  before  they  aro 

tariiy  of  judgineat  and  understanding  as  he  sufficiently  qualified  even  by  bodily  strength, 

dbas.  much  less  by  mental  prudence,  and  by  ao* 

Tbe  yestion  is  not  now,  whether  the  law  quired  skill  in  trades  and  professions,  for  tha 

Mdit  to  acknowledge  and  protect  such  a  state  maintenance  of  a  family.  Therefore,  to  enable 

«fm8  as  minority ;  nor  whether  the  continu-  and  authorize  any  man  to  introduce  citizens 

iaoe,  wfaidi  is  fixed  for  that  state,  be  not  inn  into  the  commonwelth  before  a  rational  secu* 

npetly  prolonged  in  the  law  of  England,  rity  can  be  given  that  he  may  provide  for  them, 

liaiihir  of  these  in  genwal  are  questioned,  and  educate  them  as  citizens  ought  to  be  pro- 

n*  only  qoestion  is,  whether  matrimony  is  to  vided  for  and  educated,  is  totally  incongruous 

b»  taken  out  of  the  general  role,  and  whether  ivith  the  whole  order  of  society.    Nay,  it  is 

lbs  HUpors  of  both  sexes,  vrithout  the  consent  fundamentally  unjust ;  for  a  man  that  breeds  a 

cf  dmir  parents,  ou^  to  have  a  capacity  family  without  competent  means  of  mainte- 

a(f  tvp*f>^*f*g  the  matrimonial,  whilst  they  nance,  incumbers  other  men  with  bis  children, 

bm  BOt  tbe  capacity  of  fwntnff*i"g  any  other  &°d  disables  them  so  far  from  maintaining 

their  own.    The  improvident  marriage  of  one 

•  This  bill  was  brought  faito  the  house  of  ««» ^>««»°f «  »  ^  "P<«  *«  orderiy  and  re- 

eoBuaons  by  Mr.  Fox,  Jnne  1. 1781  j  and  reject-  g«Jar  mamage  of  all  the  rest     Therefore 

•d  on  the  second  reading,  witnout  a  division.  those  laws  are  wisely  constituted,  that  giv«  a 
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man  the  use  of  til  hia  fiicuUiefl  at  one  time  ;  people  in  the  kingdom  are  in  qoestion,  I  wooU 

that  they  may  be  mutually  subservient,  aiding  set  my  face  against  any  act  of  pride  and  pofver 

and  assisting  to  each  other :  that  the  time  of  countenanced  by  the  highest  that  are  in  it, 

his  completing  his  bodily  strength,  the  time  oi  and  if  it  should  come  to  the  last  eztremitj  vd 

mental  discretion,  the  time  of  his  having  learn-  to  a  contest  of  blood,  Grod  fortnd !  God  Mid? 

ed  his  trade,  and  the  time  at  which  he  has  the  ^^ny  part  is  taken ;  I  wovdd  take  my  &te  wilk 

disposition  of  his  fortune,  should  be  likewise  the  poor,  and  low,  and  feeUe.    But  if  ikai 

the  time  in  which  he  is  permitted  to  introduce  people  came  to  turn  their  libei^  into  a  doik 

citizens  into  the  state,  and  to  charge  the  com-  for  maliciousness,  and  to  seek  a  privilege  of 

munity  with   their  maintenance.    To  give  a  exemption,  not  from  power,  bat  fitim  the  nibi 

man  a  family  during  his  apprenticeship,  whilst  of  morality  and  virtuous  discipGne,  tiies  I 

his  very  labour  belongs  to  another ;  to  give  him  would  join  my  hand  to  make  them  fed  lb 

a  family  when  you  do  not  give  him  a  fortune  to  force,  which  a  few,  united  in  a  good  cur, 

maintain  it ;  to  give  him  a  family  before  he  can  have  ova-  a  multitude  of  the  profligate  ui 

contract  any  one  of  those  engagements,  with-  ferocious. 

out  which  no  business  can  be  carried   on,  I  wish  the  nature  of  the  ground  of  repeal 

would  be  to  burden  the  state  with  families  with-  were  C(Hisidered  with  a  little  attentioo.    It  ii 

out  any  security  for  their  maintenance.  When  said  the  act  tends  to  accumulate,  to  keep  up 

parents  themselves  marry  their  children,  thoy  the  power  of  great  families,  and  to  add  weahh 

become  in  some  sort  security  to  prevent  the  to  wealth.    It  may  be  that  it  does  so.    It  if 

ill  consequences.    You  have  this  security  in  impossible  that  any  principle  of  law  or  govent- 

parental  consent  ;  the  state  takes  its  security  ment  useful  to  the  community  should  be  estft> 

in  the  knowledge  of  human  nature.    Parents  blished  without  an  advantage  to  those  who  bars 

ordinarily  consider  little  the  passion  of  their  the  greatest  stake  in  the  country.    Even 


children,  and  their  present  gratification.  Don't  vices  arise  from  it.    The  same  laws  whidi 

fear  the  power  of  a  father ;  it  is  kind  to  passion  secure  property  encourage  avarice ;  and  tb« 

to   give  it  time  to  cool.    But  their  censures  fences  made  about  honest  acquisition  are  tbt 

sometimes  make  me  smile ;  sometimes,  for  I  strong  bars  which  secure  the  hoards  of  tbe 

am  very  infirm,  make  me  angry ;  sape  bilenif  miser.    The  dignities  of  magistraqr  ara  eB> 

9aip€Jocum  movent.  couragements  to  ambition,  with  all  the  bbdr 

It  gives  me  pain  to  differ  on  this  occasion  train  of  villanies,  which  attend  diat  wiebd 

from  many,  if  not  most  of  those  whom  I  ho-  passion.    But  still  we  must  have  laws  to  le* 


nour  and  esteem.  To  suffer  the  grave  animad-  cure  property ;  and  still  we  must  bate 

version  and  censorial  rebuke  of  the  honourable  and  distinctions,  and  magistracy  in  die  stttof 

gentleman  who  made  the  motion;  of  him  whose  notwithstanding  their   manifest    tendency  l» 

good  nature  and  good  sense  the  house  look  encourage  avarice  and  ambition, 
upon  with  a  particular  partiality ;  whose  appro-        By  affirming  the  parental  authority  throii|^ 

bation  would  have  been  one  of  the  highest  out  the  state,  parents  in  high  rank  will  genenttf 

objects  of  my  ambition ;  this  hurts  me.    It  is  aim  at,  and  will  sometimes  have  the  mcMi 

said,  the  marriage  act  is  aristocratic.    I  am  too,  of  preserving  their  minor  diildren  froB 

accused,  I  am  told  abroad,  of  being  a  man  of  any  but  wealthy  or  splendid  matches.   But 

aristocratic  principles.    If  by  aristocracy  they  this    authority    preserves   from  a  tboannd 

mean  the  peers,  I  have  no  vulgar  admiration,  misfortunes,  which,   embitter  every  part  «f 

nor  any  vulgar  antipathy  towards  them ;  I  hold  every  man's  domestic  life,  and  tear  to  ^bcm 

their  order  in  cold  and  decent  respect.    I  hold  the  dearest  ties  in  htnraan  society, 
them  to  be  of  an  absolute  necessity  in  the  con-        I  am  no  peer,  nor  like  tobe— 4Hit  aa  iaaidfc 

ftitution,  but  I  think  they  are  only  good  when  life,  in  the  mass  of  citizens  ;  yet  I  should  M 

kept  within  their  proper  bounds.     I  trust,  fer  ason,^!Hio  married  a  prostitntewionaa,  era 

whenever  there  has  been  a  dispute  between  daughter,  who  married  a  disboaourable  and  pi** 

these  houses,  the  part  I  have  taken  has  not  stituted  man,  as  muchasanypeerinthefeiikk 
been  equivocal.    If  by  the  aristocracy,  which        You  are  afraid  of  the  avaricioas  principle 

indeed  comes  nearer  to  the  point,  they  mean  of  fathers.    But  observe  that  the  avaricMB 

an  adherence  to  the  rich  and  powerful  against  principle  is  here  mitigated  very  oensidertbly. 

the  poor  and  weak,  this  would  indeed  be  a  very  It  is  avarice  by  proxy ;  it  b  avarice  aot  wHfc- 

extraordinary  part.    I  have  incurred  the  odium  ing  by  itself  ot  fbr  itsc^,  but  ^sroof^  d»  ■•" 

<^  gentlemen  in  this  house  fer  not  paying  dium  (^parental  affection,  meaning  to  proeora 

sufficient  regard  to  men  of  ample  property,  good  to  its  offspring.    But  the  contest  if  boI 

"W  hen,  indeed  the  tmallest  rights  of  the  poorest  between  love  and  avarice^ 
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While  yoa  would  guard  against  the  possible  dearest  pledge  that  he  has  on  earth,  the  sole 

e|ieradon  of  this  species  of  benevolent  avarice,  comfort  of  his  declining  years,  almost  in  in&n- 

Ihe  avarice  of  the  father,  you  let  loose  another  tine  imbecility  ;  and  with  it  to  carry  into  the 

ipeei^  of  avarice,  that  of  the  fortune-hunter,  hands  of  his  enemy  and  the  disgrace  of  nature, 

onmitigated,  unqualified.    To  show  the  mo-  the  dear-earned  substance  of  a  careful  and  la- 

tiyes,  who  has  heard  of  a  man  running  away  borious  life  ?  Think  of  the  daughter  of  an  ho- 

♦Wi  a  woman  not  worth  sixpence  ?    Do  not  nest  virtuous  parent,  allied  to  vice  and  infamy. 

caH  this  by  the  name  of  the  sweet  and  best,  Think  of  the  hopeful  son  tied  for  life  by  the 

jnasioii — ^love.    It  is  robbery,  not  a  jot  better  meretricious  arts  of  the  refuse  of  mercenary 

tku  any  other.  and  promiscuous  lewdness.    Have  mercy  on 

WouW  you  suffer  the  sworn  enemy  of  his  the  youth  of  both  sexes ;  protect  them  from  their 

ftmSy,  his  life  and  his  honour,  possibly  the  ignorance  and  inexperience  ;  protect  one  part 

rittune  and  scandal  and  blot  of  human  society,  of  life  by  the  wisdom  of  another ;  protect  them 

to  debaoch  from  his  care  and  protection  the  by  the  wisdom  of  laws  and  the  care  of  nature. 


SPEECH 

ON  A  MOTION   FOR  LEAVE  TO  BRING  IN  A  BILL  TO  aUIET 

THE   POSSESSIONS    OF  THE  SUBJECT   AGAINST    DORMANT 
CLAIMS  OF  THE  CHURCH.* 

Ir  I  considered  this  bill  as  an  attackupon  the  clergy  in  quiet  times  could  never  execute  their 

drareh,  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  impo-  duty,  and  in  time  of  disorder  would  infinitely 

verkhing  and  weakening  the  clergy,  I  shouki  be  aggravate  the  public  confusions. 

«Be  of  the  foremost  in  an  early  and  vigorous  That  the  property  of  the  church  is  a  favoured 

i|ip(iiiitioa  to  it.  and  privileged  property  I  readily  admit.     It 

'  I  admit  the  same  reas<His  do  not  press  for  is  made  with  great  wisdom,  since  a  perpetual 

Ifanitiiig  the  claims  of  the  church,  that  existed  body  with  a  perpetual  duty  ought  to  have  a 

§x  limiting  the  crown,  by  that  wisest  of  all  laws,  perpetual  provision. 

*faich  has  secured  the  property,  the  peace.  The  question  is  not  the  property  of  the 

tmA  the  freedom  of  this  country  from  the  most  church,  or   its  security.     The  question  is, 

dangerous  mode  of  attack,  wbidi  could  be  made  whether  you  will  render  the  principle  of  pre- 

•poo  them  all.  scription  a  principle  of  the  law  of  thb  land, 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  main-  and  incorporate  it  with   the  whole  of  your 

taining  that  venerable  body  with  decency,  (and  jurisprudence ;  whether,  having  given  it  first 

with    more  than  mere  decency.)    I   would  against  the  laity,  then  against  the  crown,  you 

Biaintain  it  according  to  the  ranks  wisely  es-  will  now  extend  it  to  the  church, 

tablished  in  it,  with  that  sober  and  temperate  The  acts  which  were  made,  giving  limitation 

•lileDdour,  that  is  suitable  to  a  sacred  character  against  the  laity,  were  not  acts  against  the 

Isvested  with  high  dignity.  property  of  those  who  might  be  precluded  by 

There  ought  to  be  a  symmetry  between  all  limitations.     The  act  of  quiet  against  the 

4ie  parts  and  orders  of  a  state.    A  poor  clergy  crown  was  not  against  the  interests  of  the 

lb  an  opulent  nation  can  have  little  correspond-  crown,  but  against  a  power  of  vexation. 

•nee  with  the  body  it  is  to  instruct,  and  it  is  If  the  principle  of  prescription  be  not  a  coo- 

ft^grace  to  the  public  sentiments  of  religion,  stitution  of  positive  law,  but  a  principle  of 

Bndi  irreligious  frugality  is  even  bad  cecono-  natural  equity,  then  to  hold  it  out  against  any 

■ijy,  as  the  little  that  is  given  is  entirely  thrown  man  is  not  doing  him  injustice. 

•way.      Such  an  impoverished  and  degraded  That  tyihea  are  due  of  common  right  is 

readily  granted; — and   if  this  principle  had 

iJ!L'^**^5  motion  was  made  the  ITth  February,  teen  kept  in  itk  original  straitness,  it  might 

1779,  and  rejected  on  a  division }  the  numbers  'jjiT              jl^^.tj                7 

being,  ayes  1 17,  noes  141.  ^^^  ^  supposed  that  to  plead  an  ezemptMn 
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iiM  iu  jili  nJ  ■  luij  L l'—iii1/—if,  ■■i1  Alt        %  the  slalBte  of  Elisabed^  the  kadi  took 

BO  ma  cmM  be  deodnd  ia  audi  a  tiile ;  as    dw  naie  eoone,  (I  will  not  inqoire  bj  iHal 


die  aKMBeat  be  bot^jfat  hud,  lie  ami  kaow    jmsioe,  good  policy  and  deoen^)  bat  tfaef 
dat   be  boogfat  laad  tjtbed.     Pnacriptiaa    paaed  ialo  lay  bads,  becaiae  tbe  olgect  of 


eoidd  BOt  ajd  bin,  far  preacrqidaB  caa  oaly    pnrcbaaee  far  valnaUe  oonsidecatioa,  ud  of 
attacfa  OB  a  emuwrd  hmJtJUtt 


But  tbe  fret  is,  tbat  tbe  ptiaciple  bai  bacB        Now  iftjtbsBBugfateaoBetoalaTauifbBd 
ia  cqMB.  ia  tbe  baods  of  a  layaiaB  wi^al  be  abo  tftfae* 


Here  it  it  hum  in  j  to  diedngnidi  two  aofla    free.     So  dnt  tbere  waa  aa  object,  whidi  a 
of  propertj — 1.  Laad  canieB  no  aieri  oa  it  to    hjman  mi^  become  aeised  of  eqokaUy  ud 


■JMtfiwgiiiA  \t  f  ^mrlipMitrfirW^MtytlMM  A>, whw-h  knd ./Sde  ;  diere  wBs  aoBietbiBg,  OB  whkh  t 

are  a  dborfe  OB  bnd ;  tberelbre,  tboog^  it  bad  pitauiptioB  mi^attacb,  tiieendof  wfaidiii 

beea  made  inidumaitU ,  it  oa^  prriape  to  be  to  aecore  die  natnral  wettHneaBing  igBonnos 

■diyect  to  liaiitation.  It  aright  hmtAJUe  be  bcid.  «f  bbbb,  and  to  aecnre  pnipeity  bj  ibe  belt  of 

But  fint  it  was  not  origiaally  imbcaabl^—  afl  principles,  conriimance 

BO,  not  by  the  esnoa  hat),  ontil  die  raairaining  I  bave  dierefore  riiowB  that  a  layman  maj 

actoftbelltfaofEliaiielb.  But  tbe  great  revo-  be  eqoitably  aeised  of  cfanrcb  bada— 1  Of 

Intioo  of  tbe  disaolaticn  of  moBasteries  by  tbe  tythea— S.   Of  exemption  fhm  tydies ;  and 

81st   H.  cb.  13.  bas  ao  nuxed  and  ooofriBided  yon  wiO  not  ccntend  that  tbere  flboiild  be  no 

ecclesiastical  widi  lay  property,  that  a  man  may  preacriptian.     Will  yoa  aay  that  the  alieaa- 

by  erery  rale  of  good  frith  be  poaarmeid  of  IL  tiaas  made  before  the  11th  of  Elizabetb  diall 

The  statute  of  Q4ieenElixabedi,ann.  l.cfa.  not  stand  good  ? 

1.  gave  away  the  bishops'  lands.  I  do  not  mean  any  thing  against  tbe  dnacb, 

So  frr  as  to  2a»dt.  ber  dignities,  her  bonouis,  her  privileges,  or 

As  to  tythes,  they  are  not  things  in  their  her  poaaeasioos.  I  should  widi  even  to  cidai|e 

own  nature  soligect  to  be  barred  by  prescrip-  them  all ;  not  that  the  diorch  of  Kngfand  ii 

tkm  upon  the  general  {ninciple.    IkA  Qrthes  incompetently  ondowed.    This  is  to  take  ao- 

and  church  lands,  by  the  statnles  of  Henry  thing  from  her  bat  the  power  of  making  hersoK 

VIII.  and  the  11th  Elizabedi  have  become  odious.    If  die  be  secure  bers^,8he  can  hafo 

objects  m  commereio;  frr  by  oommg  to  the  Do  objection  to  the  aecurity  of  others.    For  I 

crown,  they  became  grantable  in  dut  way  to  hope  ahe  is  aecore  from  lay  bigotry  and  aatt> 

the  subject,  and  a  great  part  of  the  church  luids  priestcraft,  frr  certainty  audi  thii^  diere  arai 

passed  through  the  crown  to  tbe  peof^  I  heartily  wish  to  see  the  daardi  seeara  ia 

By  passing  to  the  long,  tythes  became  pro-  sudi  possessions  as  will  not  only  eoaUe  hot 

perty  to  a  mixed  party ;  by  passing  from  the  ministers  to  preadi  the  goqid  widi  ease,  bat 

king,  they  became  absolotety  fay  property ;  the  of  audi  a  kind  as  will  enable  them  to  preach  it 

partition-wall  was  broken  down,  and  tythes  with  its  fidl  effect — so  that  die  pastor  odiallBOl 

and  diurch    possession   became    no  longer  have  the  inauspicioas  appearance  of  a  tii- 

synonymous  terms.    No  man  therefore  might  gatherer ;— such  a  maintenance  as  is  coa^a- 

become  a  frir  purchaser  of  tythes  and  of  ez-  tible  with  the  civil  prosp^ty  and  inproTeiiMBt 

emptioo  from  tydies.  of  their  country. 


HINTS 

FOR  AN  ESSAY  ON  THE  DRAMA.* 

It  is  generally  observed  that  no  species  of  npon  one  side  only.    It  is  a  dialogoe  orapedei 

writing  is  so  difficult  as  the  dramatic.    It  of  composition,  whidi  in  itself  requires  all  tbe 

muit  indeed  i4>pear  so,  were  we  to  consider  it  mastery  <^  a  oon^>lete  writer  widi  grace  and 

apirit  to  support.    We  may  add,  that  it  BMit 

*  These  hints  appear  to  hare  been  first  have  a  frbte  too,  which  necessarily  raqjuiras 

thoughts,  which  were  probably  intended  to  be  invention,  one  of  the  rarest  qualities  of  the 

amplified  and  connected ;  and  80  worked  up  into  u,,----  «»:-j     t#  »^jj    ^.Jt^^^  ..-  :r  «• 

a  regular  dissertation.    No  date  appears  o?  the  ^^^  ^^',    It  would   surprise  i»,  if  we 

time  when  they  were  written,  but  It  was  proba-  ^^"^  "*  examine  the  thing  critically,  how  few 

My  before  the  year  1785.  good  original  stories  there  are  in  tho  WQikL 
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The  most  celebrated  borrow  from  each  other,  manners  of  our  fellow  men.  The  other  is  aa 
and  are  content  with  some  new  turn ;  some  it  were  foreign  and  extrinsical.  Neither  in- 
corrective,  addition,  or  embellishment.  Many  deed  can  any  thing  be  done  even  in  this  without 
of  the  most  celebrated  writers  in  that  way  can  invention.  But  it  is  obvious  that  this  inv«i- 
.  claim  no  other  merit  I  do  not  think  La  Fon-  tion  is  of  a  kind  altogether  different  from  the 
taine  has  one  original  story.  And  if  we  pursue  former.  However,  ^ough  the  more  sublime 
liim  to  those  who  were  his  originals,  the  Italian  genius  and  the  greatest  art  is  required  for  the 
writers  of  tales  and  novels,  we  shall  find  most  former,  yet  the  latter,  as  it  is  more  common 
even  of  them  drawing  fi-om  antiquity,  or  bor-  and  more  easy,  so  it  is  more  useful,  and  ad- 
rowing  from  the  eastern  world,  or  adopting  and  ministers  more  directly  to  the  great  busineta 
decorating  the  little  popular  stories  they  found  of  life. 

current  and    traditionary   in   their  country.  If  the  drama  requires  such  a  combination 

Sometimes  they  laid  the  foundation  of  their  of  talents,  the  most  common  of  which  is  very 

tale  in  real  fact.    Even  after  all  their  borrow-  rarely  to  be  found  and  difficult  to  be  exerted, 

ing  from  so  many  funds,  they  are  still  far  from  it  is  not  surprising,  at  a  time  when  almost  all 

opulent.    How  few  stories  has  Boccace  which  kinds  of  poetry  are  cultivated  with  little  sue- 

are  tolerable,  and  how  much  fewer  are  there  cess,  to  find  that  we  have  done  no  great  mat- 

wfaich  you  would  desire  to  read  twice.    But  ters  in  this.    Many  causes  may  be  assigned 

this  general  difficulty  is  greatly  increased  when  for  our  present  weakness  in  that  oldest  and 

we  come  to  the  drama.    Here  a  fable  is  es-  most  excellent  branch  of  philosophy,  poetical 

sential ;  a  fable,  which  is  to  be  conducted  with  learning,  and   particularly    in   what   regards 

rapidity,  clearness,  consistency  and  surprise,  the  theatre.    I  shall  here  only  consider  what 

without  any,  or  certainly  with  very  little,  aid  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  these  causes ;  I 

from  narrative.    This  is  the  reason  that,  gene-  mean  the  wrong  notion  of  the  art  itself,  which 

rally,  nothing  is  more  dull  in  telling  than  the  begins  to  grow  fashionable,  especially  among 

plot  <^  a  play.    It  is  seldom  or  never  a  good  people  of  an  elegant  turn  of  mind  with  a  weak 

■tory  in  itself;  and  in  this  particular  some  of  understanding ;  and  these  are  they  that  form 

the  greatest  writers,  both  in  antient  and  mo-  the  great  body  of  the  idle  part  of  every  polite 

dem  theatres,  have  failed  in  the  most  raisera-  and  civilized  nation.    The  prevailing  system 

ble  manner.    It  is  well  a  play  has  still  so  many  of  that  class  of  mankind  is  indolence.    This 

requisites  to  complete  it,  that,  though  the  wri-  gives  them  an  aversion  to  all  strong  move- 

ter  should  not  succeed  in  these  particulars,  and  ments.    It  infuses  a  delicacy  of  sentiment, 

tlierefine  should  be   so  far  from  perfection,  which,  when  it  is  real,  and  accompanied  with 

there  are  still  enough  left  in  which  he  may  a  justness  of  thought,  is  an  amiable  quali^, 

please,  at  less  expense  of  labour  to  himself,  and  and  favourable  to  the  fine  arts ;  but  when  it 

perlnps  too  with  more  real  advantage  to  his  comes  to  make  the  whole  of  the  character,  it 

auditory.    It  is  indeed  very  difficult  happily  to  injures  things  more  excellent  than  those  which 

excite  Uie  passions  and  draw  the  characters  it  improves;    and   degenerates   into  a   false 

of  men.    But  our  nature  leads  us  more  directly  refinement,    which   diffuses   a  languor,  and 

to  such  paintings  than  to  the  invention  of  a  breathes  a  frivolous  air  over  every  thing  whidi 

story ;  we  are  imitative  animals  ;  and  we  are  it  can  influence.        ♦        *        *        * 

more  naturally  led  to  imitate  the  exertions  of  Having  differed  in  my  opinion  about  dra- 

character  and  passion,  than  to  observe  and  matic  composition,  and  particularly  in  regard 

describe  a  series  of  events,  and  to  discover  to  comedy,  with  a  gentleman  for  whose  cha- 

those  relations  and   dependencies  in   them,  racter  and  talents  I  have  a  very  high  respect, 

which  will  please.    Nothing  can  be  more  rare  I  thought  myself  obliged,  on  account  of  that 

dian  this  quality.    Herein,  as  I  believe,  con-  difference,  to  a  new  and  more  exact  examina- 

sists  the  difference  between  the  inventive  and  tion  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  had  formed 

the  descriptive  genius.    By,  the  inventive  ge-  my  opinions.    I  thought  it  would  be  impossible 

nius,  I  mean  the  creator  of  agreeable  facts  and  to  come  to  any  clear  and  definite  idea  on  this 

incidejits;  by  the  descriptive,  the  delineator  of  subject,  without  remounting  to    the  naturial 

diaracters,  manners  and  passions ;  imitation  passions  or  dispositions  of  men,  which  first 

calls  us  to  this  ;  we  are  in  some  cases  almost  gave  rise  to  this  species  of  writing  ;  for  from 

forced  to  it,  and  it  is  comparatively  easy.  More  these  alone  its  nature,  its  limits,  and  its  true 

observe  the  characters  of  men  than  Uie  order  character  can  be  determined. 

of  things ;  to  the  one  we  are  formed  by  nature.  There  are  but  four  general  principles,  which 

mnd  by  that  sympathy,  from  which  we  are  so  can  move  men  to  interest  themselves  in  the 

strongly  led  to  taJce  a  port  in  the  passions  and  characters  of  others  ;  and  they  may  be  classed 
Vol.  II.— si 
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under  the  heads  of  good,  and  ill  opinion ;  on  design  ;  and  tlie  perfect  drama,  an  aatcxnaUn 

the  side  of  the  first  may  be  classed  admiration  supported  and  moved  without  may  foreign  help, 

and  love,  hatred  and  contempt  on  the  other,  was  formed  late  and  gradually.  Nay,  there  art 

And  these  have  accordingly  divided  poetry  into  still  several  parts  of  the  world,  in  which  it  ii 

two  very  different  kinds,  the  panegyrical  and  not,  and  probably  never  may  be  fbrmedw—Tbe 

the  satirical ;  under  one  of  which  heads  all  ge-  Chinese  Draida. 

nuine  poetry  iaDs,  (for  I  do  not  reckon  the  di-  The  drama,  being  at  length  formed,  natnnfi^ 

dactic  as  poetry  in  the  strictness  of  speech.)  adhered  to  the  first  division  of  poetry,  the  sa- 

Without  question  the  subject  of  all  poetry  tirical  and  panegyrical,  which  made  tragedy 

was  originally  direct  and  personal.    Fictitious  and  comedy. 

diaracter  is  a  refinement,  and  comparatively  Men,  in  praising,   naturally   applaud  tbc 

modem  ;  for  abstraction  is  in  its  nature  slow,  dead.    Tragedy  celebrated  the  dead, 

and  always  follows  the  progress  of  philosophy.  Great  men  are  never  sufficiently  shown  bat 

Men  had  always  firiends  and  enemies  before  in  struggles.    Tragedy  turned   therefore  oi 

they  knew  the  exact  nature  of  vice  and  virtue ;  melancho4y  and  affecting  subjects ; — a  sort  of 

they  naturally,  and  with  their  best  powers  of  threnodia: — its  passi<»is,  therefore,  admiratioB, 

eloquence,  whether  in  prose  or  verse,  magni-  terrour,  and  pity. 

fied  and  set  off  the  one  ;  vilified  and  traduced  Comedy  was  satirical.    Satire  is  best  onthe 

the  other.  living. 

The  first  species  of  composition  in  either  It  was  soon  found  that  the  best  way  to  de- 
way  was  probably  some  general  indefinite  press  an  hated  character  was  to  tun  it  'vAo 
topic  of  praise  or  blame  expressed  in  a  song  ridicule ;  and  therefiM^e  the  greater  vices,  whidi 
or  hymn,  which  is  the  most  common  and  sim-  in  the  beginning  were  lashed,  gave  place  to  dte 
pie  kind  of  panegyric  and  satire.  eonten^iMe, 

But  as  noihing  tended  to  set  their  hero  or  Its  passion,  therefore,  became  ridicule, 

subject  in  a  more  forcible  light  than  some  story  Every  writing  must  have  its  characteristic 

to  their  advantage  or  prejudice,  they  soon  in-  passion..    What  is  that  of  comedy,  if  not  ridi- 

troduced  a  narrative ;  and  thus  improved  the  cule  ? 

composition  into  a  greater  variety  of  pleasure  Comedy  therefore  is  a  satirical  poem,  repre> 

to  the  hearer,  and  to  a  more  forcible  instru-  senting  an  action  earned  on  by  diak^,  to 

ment  of  honour  or  disgrace  to  the  subject.  excite  laughter  by  describing  ludicrous  diarac> 

It  is  natural  with  men  when  they  relate  any  ters.    See  Aristotle, 

action  with  any  degree  of  warmth,  to  represent  Therefore,  to  preserve  this  definitioD,  the 

the  parties  to  it  talking  as  the  occasion  re-  ridicule  must  be  either  in  the  action  or  charai^ 

quires  ;  and  this  produces  that  mixed  species  ters,  or  both. 

of  poetry  composed  of  narrative  and  disJogue,  An  acti(m  may  be  ludicrous,  independent  of 

which  is  very  universal  in  all  languages,  and  the  characters,  by  the  ludicrous  ntuations  and 

of  which  Homer  is  the  noblest  example  in  any.  accidents  which  may  happen  to  the  charao* 

This  mixed  kind  of  poetry  seems  also  to  be  most  ters. 

perfect,  as  it  takes  in  a  variety  of  situations.  But  the  action  is  not  so  important  as  the 

circumstances,  reflections   and   descriptions,  characters.    We  see  this  every  day  upon  the 

which  must  be  rejected  on  a  more  limited  stage. 

pl«ui.  What  are  the  characters  fit  for  comedy  ? 

It  must  be  equally  obrious  that  men,  in  It  appears  that  no  part  of  human  life,  which 

relating  a  story  in  a  forcible  manner,  do  very  may  be  subject  to  ridicule,  is  exeiq>ted  fron 

frequently  mimic  the  looks,  gestures  and  voice  comedy  ;   for   wherever   men    run   into  the 

of  the  person  concerned,  and  for  the  time,  as  it  absurd,  whether  high  or  low,  they  may  be  the 

were,  put  themselves  into  his  place.  subject  of  satire,  and  consequently  of  comedy. 

This  gave  the  hint  to  the  drama  or  acting,  Indeed,  some  characters,  as  kings,  are  exenp- 
and  observing  the  powerful  effect  of  this  in  ted  through  decency ;  others  might  be  too  in- 
public  exhibitions  *  *  *  <»  significant.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  persooi 
********in  better  life  are  so  polished  that  their  true 

But  the  drama,  the  most  artificial  and  com-  characters  and  the  real  bent  of  their  hmDOW 

plicated  of  all  the  poetical  machines,  was  not  cannot  appear.    For  my  own  part  I  camiot 

yet  brought  to  perfection ;  and  like  those  ani«  give  entire  credit  to  this  remark ;  for,  in  the 

mals,  which  change  their  state,  some  parts  of  first  place,  I  believe  that  good  breeding  is  not 

the  old  narrative  still  adhered.    It  still  had  a  so  universal  or  strong  in  any  part  of  lifo  ts  to 

^orus,  it  still  had  a  prologue  to  explain  the  overrule  the  real  characters  and  itroiigptnoQi 
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of  such  men  as  would  be  proper  objects  of  be  even  handled  unjusdy,  we  always  wait  his 

the  drama.    2dly.  It  is  not  the  ordinary  com-  delivery  with  patience. 

DKMi-place  discourse  of  assemblies,  that  is  to  Now  with  regard  to  the  display  of  the  cha- 

be  represented  in  comedy.    The  parties  are  to  racter,  which  is  the  essential  part  of  the  plot, 

be  put  in  situations  in  which  their  passions  nothing  can  be  more  finely  imagined  thtin  to 

are  roused,  and  their  real  characters  called  draw  a  miser  in  law.    If  you  draw  him  in- 

Ibrth ;  and  if  their  situations  are  judiciously  clined  to  love  and  marriage,  you  depart  from 

adapted  to  the  characters,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  height  of  his  character  in  some  measure, 

they  will  appear  in  all  their  force,  choose  what  as  Moliere  has  done.    Expenses  of  this  kind 

situaticm  of  life  you  please.    Let  the  politest  he  may  easily  avoid.    If  you  draw  him  in  law, 

man  alive  game,  and  feel  at  loss,  let  this  be  to  advance  brings  expense,  to  draw  back  brings 

his  character ;  and  his  politeness  will  never  expense,  and   the  character  is  tortured  and 

bide  it,  nay  it  will  put  it  forward  with  greater  brought  out  at  every  moment. 

Tiolence,  and  make  a  more  f(Mrcible  contrast.  A  sort  of  notion  has  prevailed,  that  a  comedy 

But  genteel  comedy  puts  these  characters,  might  subsist  without  humour.  It  is  an  idle 
not  in  their  passionate,  but  in  their  genteel  disquisition  whether  a  story  in  private  life,  re- 
light ;  makes  elegant  cold  conversation  and  presented  in  dial<^es,  may  not  be  carried  on 
virtuous  personages.  Such  sort  of  pictures  with  some  degree  (^  merit  witliout  humour.  It 
disagreeable.  may,  unquestionably;  but  what  shines  chiefly 

Virtue  and  politeness  not  proper  for  co-  in  comedy,  the  painting  the  manners  of  life, 

medy,  for  they  have  too  much  or  no  move-  must  be  in  a  great  measure  wanting.    A  cha- 

.ment.  racter  which  has  nothing  extravagant,  wrong, 

They  are  not  good  in  tragedy,  much  less  or  singular  in  it,  can  affect  but  very  little ; 

here.  and  this  is  what  makes  Aristotle  draw  the 

The  greater  virtues,  fortitude,  justice,  and  groat  line  of  distinction  between  tragedy  and 

Uie  like,  too  serious  and  sublime.  comedy.  *Bv  avni  is  nj  iia^opa  Kai  ^  TpayaSta$ 

It  is  not  every  story,  every  character,  every  &c.  Arist.  Poet.  ch.  11. 

incident,  but  those  only,  which  answer  their  *    .    *        *        *        ♦         * 

end. — ^Painting  of  artificial  things  not  good;  a  There  is  not  a  more  absurd  mistake,  than 

thing  being  useful  does  not  therefore  make  it  that  whatever  may  not  unnaturally  happen  in 

most  pleasing  in  picture. — ^Natural  manners  an  action  is  of  course  to  be  admitted  into 

good  and  bad-Hsentiment.— In  common  affairs  every  painting  of  it.    In  nature  the  great  and 

and  common  life,  virtuous  sentiments  are  not  the  litUe,  the  serious  and  the  ludicrous,  things 

even  the  character  of  virtuous  men ;  we  cannot  the  most  disproportionate  the  one  to  the  other, 

bear  these  sentiments  but  when  they  are  pres-  are  frequently  huddled  together  in  mudi  con* 

Bed  out  as  it  were  by  great  exigencies,  and  a  fusion.    And  what  then  ?  It  is  the  business  of 

certain  contention,  which  is  above  the  general  art  first  to  choose  some  determinate  ^d  and 

style  of  comedy,        i^        :¥        :¥        ^  purpose,  and  then  to  select  those  parts  of 

******  nature,  and  those  only,  which  conduce  to  that 

The  first  character  of  propriety  the  law-suit  end,  avoiding,  with  most  religious  exactness, 
possesses  in  an  eminent  degree.  The  plot  of  the  intermixture  of  any  thing  which  would 
the  play  is  an  iniquitous  suit ;  there  can  be  no  contradict  it  EUse  the  whole  idea  of  pro- 
fitter  persoiN  to  be  concerned  in  the  active  priety,  that  is,  the  only  distinction  between  the 
part  of  it  than  low  necessitous  lawyers  of  bad  just  and  chimerical  in  the  arts,  would  be 
character,  and  profligates  of  desperate  fortune,  utterly  lost.  An  hero  eats,  drinks  and  sleeps 
On  the  other  hand,  in  the  passive  part,  if  an  like  other  men ;  but  to  introduce  such  scenes 
honest  and  virtuous  man  had  been  made  the  on  the  stage,  because  they  are  natural,  would 
object  of  their  designs,  or  a  weak  man  of  good  be  ridiculous.  And  why  ?  because  they  have 
intentions,  every  successfiil  step  they  should  nothing  to  do  with  the  end,  for  which  the  play 
take  against  him  ought  rather  to  fill  the  audi-  is  written.  The  design  of  a  piece  might  be 
ence  vnth  horrour  than  pleasure  and  mirth  ;  utterly  destroyed  by  the  most  natural  incidents 
and  if  in  the  conclusion  their  plots  should  be  in  the  world.  Boileau  has  somewhere  criti* 
baffled,  even  this  would  come  too  late  to  pre-  cized,  with  what  surely  is  a  very  just  severity, 
vent  that  ill  impression ;  but  in  the  law-suit  on  Ariosto,  for  introducing  a  ludicrous  tale 
this  is  admirably  avoided ;  for  the  character  from  his  host  to  one  of  the  principal  persons  of 
chosen  is  a  rich  avaricious  usurer.  The  pe-  his  poem,  though  the  story  has  great  merit  in 
Goniary  distresses  of  such  a  person  can  never  its  way.  Indeed,  that  famous  piece  is  so 
be  looked  upon  with  horrour,  and  if  he  should  monstrous  and  extravagant  in  all  its  parti,  thai 
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Me  ifl  not  partieulaiiy  ihocked  with  this  inde-  diere  be  a  doid»le  plot,  there  are  m  fret  tm. 

corum.  But  as  Boileau  has  observed,  if  Virgil  If  they  be  in  chequered  sceoes  of  senoos  sod 

had  introduced  j^neas  listening  to  a  bawdy  comic,  you  are  obliged  cooxinually  to  breik 

•tory  from  his  host,  what  an  episode  had  this  both  the  thread  of  the  story  and  the  ctntmuity 

formed  in  that  divine  poem !  Suppose,  instead  of  the  passion;  if  in  the  same  scene,  as  hist. 

of  ^neas,  he  bad  represented  the  in^ious  V.  seems  to    recommend,  ii  is  needless  to 

Mezeutius   as   entertaining   himself  in  that  observe  how  absurd  the  mixture  must  be,  and 

manner,  such  a  thing  would  not  have  been  bow  little  adapted  to  answer  the  genuine  end 

without  probability,  but  it  would  have  clash-  of  any  passicm.     It  is  odd  to  obscrre  tbe 

ed  with  the  very  first  principles  of  taste,  and,  progress  of  bad  taste  ;  for  this  mixed  passioo 

I  would  say,  of  common  sense.  being  universally  proscribed  in  the  regions  of 

I  have  heard  of  a  celebrated  picture  of  the  tragedy,  it  has  taken   refuge  and  dielter  is 

last  supper ;  and  if  I  do  not  mistake,  it  is  said  comedy,  where  it  seems  firmly  established, 

to  be  the  work  of  some  of  the  FlemiA  mas-  though  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  wemaj 

ters ;   in  this  picture  all  the  personages  are  oot  laugh  in  the  one  as  well  as  weep  in  the 

drawn  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  solemnity  other.  The  true  reason  c^  this  mixture  is  to  be 

of  the  occasion ;  but  the  painter  has  filled  the  aought  for  in  the  manners,  which  are  prevaknt 

▼old  under  the  table  with  a  dog  gnawing  bones,  among  a  people ;  it  has  become  very  fashiooa- 

Who  does  not  see  the  possibility  of  such  an  in-  ble  to  affect  delicacy,  tenderness  of  heart  and 

cident,  and  at  the  same  time  the  absurdity  of  fine  feeling,  and  to  shun  all  imputation  of  ros- 

introducing  it  on  such   an  occasion?  Innu-  tici^.     Much  mirth  is  very  ibreign  to  this 

meraUe  such  cases  might  be  stated ;  it  is  not  character ;  they  have  introduced  therelbre  a 

the  incompatibility  or  agreeableness  of  inci-  sort  of  neutral  writing, 
dents,  characters  or  sentiments,  with  the  pro-        Now  as  to  characters,  they  have  dealt  m 

bable  in  fact,  but  with  propriety  in  design,  them  as  in  the  passions.    There  are  none  bat 

that  admits  or  excludes  them  from  a  place  in  lords  and  footmen.    One  olijection  to  diarao* 

any  composition.    We  may  as  well  urge  that  ters  in  high  life  is,  that  ahnost  all  wants,  and 

■tones,  sand,   clay  and  metals  lie  in  a  cer-  a  thousand  happy  circumstances  arisii^  firon 

tain  manner  in  the  earth,  as  a  reason  for  them,  being  removed  fixxn  it,  their  wh(^  mode 

building  with  these  materials,  and  in  that  man-  of  life  is  too  artificial,  and  not  so  fit  fin*  paiat* 

ner,  as  for  writing  according  to  the  accidental  ing.     And  the  contrary  opinion  has  arisen 

disposition  of  characters  in  nature.  I  have,  I  am  fi'om  a  mistake  that  whatever  has  merit  in  the 

afraid,  been  longer  than  it  might  seem  necessary  reality,  necessarily  must  have  it  in  tbe  repre- 

in  refuting  such  a  notion ;  but  such  authority  sentation.    I  have  observed  that  persons,  and 

can  only  be  opposed  by  a  good  deal  of  reason,  especially  women,  in  k>wer  life  and  of  no  breed- 

We  are  not  to  forget  that  a  play  is,  or  ought  ing,  are  fond  of  such  representations.  It  seesis 

to  be,  a  very  shcnt  compositimi ;  that  if  one  like  introducing  them  into  good  company,  and 

passion  or  disposition  is  to  be  wrought  up  with  the  honour  compensates  Tor  tfao  dubess  Of  tbe 

tolerable  success,  I  believe  it  is  as  much  as  entertainment. 

can  in  any  reason  be  expected.    If  there  be         Fashionable  manners  being  fluctoating  if 

icenes  of  distress  and  scenes  of  humour,  they  another  reason  fix*  not  choosing  them    seasilJg 

mmt  either  be  in  a  double  or  liugle  plot.    H  comedy— talking  sense  a  doU  thing—  *  * 


AN  ESSAY 

VARDS  AN  ABRIDGEMENT  OP  THE  ENGLISH  HISTORY. 

IN  THREE  BOOKS. 


BOOK  1.  tieular  spot  to  settle,  and  to  subside  into  a 

regular  order;  one  tribe  continually  orerpow- 

'  ering  or  thrusting  out  another.    But  as  these 

were  only  the  mixtures  of  Scythians  with  Scy- 

CBAPTER  I.  thians,  the  trkunphs  of  barbarians  over  barba- 
rians, there  were  revc^utims  in  empire,  but 

>F  THE  CONNECTION  BETWEEN  THE  nono  in  manners.    The  northern  Europe,  until 

CIS  AND  BRiTAiNS.— Cesar's   two  some  parts  of  it  were  subdued  by  the  progress 

IONS  OF  BRITAIN.  of  the  Romui  arms,  remained  almost  equally 

covered  with  all  the  ruggedness  of  primitive 

er  to  obtain  a  clear  notion  of  the  state  barbwissa. 

»e  before  the  universal  prevalence  of  The  southern  part  was  differently  circum- 

an  power,  the  whole  region  is  to  be  stanced.    IMvided,  as  we  have  said,  from  the 

into  two  principal  parts;  which  we  northern  by  great  mountains,   it  is  further 

northern  and  southern  Europe.    The  divided    wkbin   itself  by  considerable  seas, 

part  is  every  where  separated  from  Spain,  Grreece,  and  Italy  are  peninsulas.    By 

ern  by  immense  and  continued  chains  these  advantages  of  situation  the  inhabitants 

ains.    From  Greece  it  is  divided  by  were  preserved  from  those  great  ami  sudden 

[emus ;  from  Spain  by  the  Pyrenees ;  revolutions  to  which  the  northern  world  had 

ly  by  the  A\[ys.    This  division  is  not  been  always  liable.    And  being  confined  with- 

an  arbitrary  or  casual  distribution  of  in  a  space  comparatively  narrow,  they  were 

!.     The  limits  are  marked  out  by  restrained  from  wandering  into  a  pastoral  and 

Ukd  in  these  early  ages  were  yet  fun-  unsettled  life.    It  was  upon  one  side  only  that 

nguished  by  a  considerable  difference  they  could   be  invaded   by  land.    Whoever 

uners  and  usages  of  the  nations  they  mi^e  an  attempt  on  any  other  part,  must  ne- 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  northward  oessarily  have  arrived  in  ships  of  some  mag*- 

iMundaries,  a  vast  mass  of  solid  con-  nitude ;  and  must  therefore  have,  in  a  degree,'- 

ss  before  us,  stretched  out  from  the  been  cultivated,  if  not  by  the  liberal,  at  least 

shore  of  Tartary  quite  to  the  At-  by  the  mechanic  arts.    In  fact,  the  principal 

;ean.    A  line  drawn  through  this  ex-  colonies,  which  we  find  these  countries  to  have 

d  east  to  west,  would  pass  over  the  received,  were  sent  fi'om  Phosnicia,  or  the 

body  of  unbroken  land,  that  is  any  Lesser  Asia,  or  Egypt,  the  great  fountains  of 

town  upon  the  globe.    This  tract,  in  the  antient  civility  and  learning.     And  they 

of  some  degrees  to  the  northward,  is  became  mwe  or  less,  earlier  or  later  polii^ed, 

rupted  by  any  sea ;  neither  are  mono-  as  they  were  situated  nearer  to  or  farther  firom 

disposed  as  to  form  any  considerable  these  celebrated  sources.    Though  I  am  satis* 

to  hostile  incursions.    Originally  it  fied  from  a  comparison  of  the  Celtic  tongues 

Inhabited  but  by  one  sort  of  people,  with  the  Greek  and  Roman,  that  the  original 

y  one  common  denomination  of  Scy-  inhabitants  of  Italy  and  Greece  were  of  the 

As  the  several  tribes  of  this  compre-  same  race  with  the  people  of  northern  Europe, 

name  lay,  in  many  parts,  greatly  ex-  yet  it  is  certain,  they  profited  so  much  by  their 

od  as  by  their  situation  and  customs  guarded  situation,  by  the  mildness  of  their 

re  much  inclined  to  attack,  and  by  climate  favourable  to  humanity,  and  by  toe 

qualified  for  defence,  throughout  the  fcnreign  infusions,  that  they  came  greatly  to 

'  that  immense  region,  there  was  for  excel  the  northern  nations  in  every  respect,  and 

3S  a  perpetual  flux  and  reflux  of  bar-  particularly  in  the  art  and  discipline  of  war. 

itions.  None  of  their  commonwealths  For  not  bemg  so  strong  in  their  bodies,  partly 

i  long  enough  established  on  any  par^  from  the  temperatiore  of  their  dimate,  partly 
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froin  a  degree  of  softness  induced  by  a  more  famous  fix*  their  invincible  courage,  and  theif 

cultivated   life,  they   applied  themselves    to  ardent  love  of  liberty,  would  be  at  band  pow« 

remove  the  few  inconveniences  of  a  settled  erfidly  to  second  any  mdeavours  for  the  r^ 

society,  by  the  advantages,  which  it  affords  in  covery  of  their  freedom ;  they  trusted,  that  the 

art,  disposition,  and  obedience.    And  as  they  Britains,  of  their  own  blood,  allied  in  manoen 

consisted  of  many  small  states,  their  peq>le  and  religirai,  and  whose  h<dp  they  bad  hu^ 

were  well  exercised  in  arms,  and  sharpoied  experienced,  would  not  then  be  wanting  to  the 

against  each  other  by  continual  war.  same  cause.    Csesar  was  not  ignorant  of  these 

Sudi  was  the  situation  of  Ghreece  and  Italy  dispositions.    He  therefore  judged,  that,  if  he 

from  a  very  remote  period.    The  Grauls  and  could  confine  the  attenticm  of  the  Gennui 

other  northern  nations,  envious  of  their  wealth,  and  Britains  to  their  own  defence,  so  that  the 

and  despising  the  effeminacy  of  their  manners,  Giauls,  on  which  side  soever  they  turned,  shooid 

«ften  invaded  them  with  numerous,  though  meet  nothing  but  the  Roman  arms,  thej  must 

iU-ibrmed   armies.    But    their   greatest   and  soon  be  deprived  of  all  hope,  and  compelled  to 

most  frequent  attempts  were  against  Italy ;  seek  their  safety  in  an  entire  submissioD. 

their  connection  with  which  country  alone  we  These  were  the  public  reasons  which  made 

shall  here  consider.    In  the  course  of  these  die  invasi<Hi  of  Britain  and  Grermany  an  ud* 

wars,  the  superiority  of  the  Roman  discipline  dertaking,  at  that  particular  time,  notunwofthy 

over  the  Gallic  ferocity  was  at  length  demon-  a  wise  and  able  general.    But  these  eDter< 

strated.  The  Gauls,  notwithstanding  the  num-  prises,  though  reasonable  in  themselves,  were 

hers  with  which  their  irruptions  were  made,  only  subservient  to  purposes  of  more  im(xx^ 

and  the  impetuous  courage  by  which  that  na-  tance,  and  which  he  had  more  at  heart.  What- 

tion  was  distinguished,  had  no  permanent  suo  ever  measures  he  thought  pro{>er  to  pursue  oo 

cess.    T^ey  were  altogether  unskilful  either  die  side  of  Germany,  or  on  that  of  Britain,  it 

in  improving  their  victories,  or  repairing  their  was  towards  Rome  that  he  always  looked,  and 

defeats.    But  the  Romans,  being  governed  by  to  the  furtherance  of  his  interest  there,  thatafl 

a  most  wise  order  of  men,  perfected  by  a  tradi-  his  motions  were  readily  directed.    That  re- 

tionary  experience  in  the  policy  of  conquest,  public  had  receded  from  many  of  those  maximsj 

drew  some  advantage  from  every  turn  of  fop-  by  which  her  freedom  had  been  hitherto  pre* 

tune;  and,  victorious  or  vanquidied,  persisted  served  imder  the  weight  of  so  vast  an  tmpite. 

in  one  uniform  and  comprehensive  plan  of  Rome  now  contained  many  citizens  of  im* 

breaking  to  pieces  every  Uiing  which  endan-  mense  wealth,  eloquence  and  ability.   Pa^ 

gered  their  safety  or  obstructed  their  great*  ticular  men  were  more  considered  than  the 

ness.    For  afler   having  more  than  once  ex-  republic ;  and  the  fortune  and  genius  of  the 

pelled  the  northern  invaders  out  of  Italy,  they  Roman    people,  which    fcnrmerly   had  been 

pursued  them  over  the  Alps ;  and  carrying  the  thought  equal  to  every  thing,  came  now  to 

war  into  the  country  of  their  enemy,  under  be  less  relied  upon,  than  the  abilities  of  a  few 

several  able  generals,  and  at  last  under  Caius  popular  men.    The  war  with  the  Gauls,  as 

Caesar,  they  reduced  all  the  Gauls  -from  the  the  old,  and  most  dangerous  enemy  of  Rome, 

Mediterranean  sea  to  the   Rhine  and   the  was  of  the  last  importance ;  and  Csesar  had 

ocean.    During  the  |>rogress  of  this  decisive  the  address  to  obtain  the  conduct  of  it  for  a 

war,  some  of  the  maritime  nati(»is  of  Gkiul  term  of  years,  contrary  to  one  of  the  most 

had  recourse  for  assistance  to  the  neighbom^  estabHshed  principles  of  their   government 

ing   island   of  Britain.    From   thence   they  But  this  war  was  finished  bdbre  that  term  was 

received    considerable   succours:   by   which  expired,  and  before  the  designs,  whidi  he  eo- 

means  this  island  first  came  to  be  known  with  tertained  against  die  liberty  of  his  country, 

any  -exactness  by  the  Romans ;  and  -first  drew  were  fully  ripened,    ft  was  therefore  neces- 

upcm  it  the  attention  of  that  victorious  people,  sary  to  find  some  pretext  for  keeping  his  annj 

Theugh  Osesar  had  reduced  Graul,  he  per-  on  foot ;  it  was  necessary  to  en^loy  them  io 

ceived  clearly,  that  a  great  deal  was  still  want^  some  enterprise,  that  might  at  once  raise  his 

ing  to  make  his  conquest  secure  and  lasting,  character,  keep  his  interest  alive  at  Rome, 

That  extensive  count^,  inhabited  by  a  multt-  dndear  him  to  his  troops,  and  by  that  means 

tode  of  populom  and  fierce  nations,  had  been  weaken  the  ties  which  held   them    to  their 

rather  overrun  than  conquered.    The  Gauls  country. 

were  not  yet  broken  to  the  yoke,  which  they  From  this  motive,  ccAoured  by  reasons  fJao- 

bore  vnth  murmuring  and  discontent.    The  sible  aind  fit  to  be  avowed,  he  rescued  in  one 

rains  of  their  own  strength  were  still  consider-  and  the  same  year,  and  even  when  that  was 

•Ue;  jumI  diey  had  hopei  that  diA -GennaDSi •  ahnoat  expired)  upon  two  -dqieditioos ;  the 
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3Je<5ls  of  which  lay  at  a  great  distance  from  betook  themselves  to  treaty  and  submissicni ; 
etch  other,  and  were  as  yet  untouched  by  the  upon  the  least  appearance  in  their  favour,  they 
Loman  arms.     And  first  he  resolved  to  pass  were  as  ready  to  resume  their  arms,  without 
le  Rhine,  and  penetrate  into  Germany.  any  regard  to  their  former  engagements ;  a  con- 
C«esar  spent  but  twenty-eight  days  in  his  duct  which  demonstrates,  that  our  British  an- 
verman  expedition.    In  ten  he  built  his  ad-  cestors  bad  no  regular  polity,  with  a  standing 
airable  bridge  across  the  Rhine.    In  eigh-  coercive  power.  The  ambassadors,  which  they 
een  he  performed  all  he  proposed  by  entering  sent  to  Csesar,  laid  all  the  blame  of  a  war 
hat   country.    When  the  Germans  saw  the  carried  on  by  great  armies,  upon  the  rashness 
Nurrier  of  their  river  so  easily  overcome,  and  of  their  young  men  ;  and  they  declared  that  the 
lature  herself,  as  it  were,  submitted  to  the  ruling  people  had  no  share  in  these  hostilities. 
roke,  they  were  struck  with  astonishment;  and  This  is  exactly  the  excuse  which  the  savages 
lever  afler  ventured  to  oppose  the  Romans  of  America,  who  have  no  regular  government, 
in    the   field.    The  most  obnoxious   of  the  make  at  this  day  upon  the  like  occasions  ;  but 
jrerman  countries  were  ravaged  ;  the  strong  it  would  be  a  strange  apology  from  one  of 
&wed  ;  the  weak  taken  into  protection.    Thus  the  modem  states  of  Europe,  that  had  em- 
KD  alliance  being  formed,  always  the  first  step  ployed  armies  against  another.    Caesar  repri- 
of  the  Roman  policy,  and  not  only  a  pretence,  roanded   them    for  the   inconstancy  of  their 
but  a  means,  being  thereby  acquired  of  enter-  behaviour  ;   and  ordered  them  to  bring  hos- 
ing the  country  upon  any  future  occasion,  he  tages  to  secure  their  fidelity,  together  with 
marched   back   through  Gaul   to   execute  a  provisions  for  his  army.    But  whilst  the  Bri- 
design  of  much  the  same  nature  and  extent  tains  were  engaged  in  the  treaty,  and  on  that 
in  Britain.  account  had  free  access  to  the  Roman  camp, 
The  inhabitants  of  that  island,  who  were  they  easily  observed  that  the  army  of  the  in- 
divided  into  a  great  number  of  petty  nations  vaders   was  neither  numerous  nor  well  pro- 
under  a  very  coarse  and  disorderly  frame  of  vided ;  and  having   about  the     same   time 
gOTemment,  did  not  find  it  easy  to  plan  any  received  intelligence  that  the  Roman  fleet 
effectual  measures  for  their  defence.    In  order,  had  suffered  in  a  storm,  they  again  changed 
however,  to  gain  time  in  this  exigency,  they  their  measures,  and  came  to  a  resolution  of 
sent  ambassadors  to  Csesar  with  terms  of  renewing  the  war.    Some  prosperous  actions 
■abmission.  Caesar  could  not  colourably  reject  against  the  Roman  foraging  parties  inspired 
their  offers.    But  as  their  submission  rather  them  with  great  confidence.    They  were  be- 
dashed than  coincided  with  his  real  designs,  trayed  by  their  success  into  a  general  action 
he  still  persisted  in  his  resolution  of  passing  in  the  open  field.    Here  the  disciplined  troops 
over  into  Britain  ;  and  accordingly  embarked  obtained  an  easy  and  complete  victory  ;  and 
with  the  infantry  of  two  legions  at  the  port  of  the  Britains  were  taught  the  error  of  their 
Itium.*    His  landing  was  obstinately  disputed  conduct  at  the  expense  of  a  terrible  slaughter. 
by  the  natives,  and  brought  on  a  very  hot  and  Twice  defeated,  they  had  recourse  once 
doubtfiil  engagement.     But  the  superior  dis-  more  to  submission.     Caesar,  who  found  the 
positions  of  so  accomplished  a  commander,  winter  approaching,  provisions  scarce,  and  his 
the  resources  of  the  Roman  discipline,  and  the  fleet  not  fit  to  contend  with  that  rough  and 
effect  of  the  military  engines  on  the  unprac-  tempestuous  sea  in  a  winter  voyage,  heark- 
tised  minds  of  a  barbarous  people,  prevailed  ened  to  their  proposals,  exacting  double  the 
at  length  over  the  best  resistance  which  coukl  number  of  the  former  hostages.    He  then  set 
be  made  by  rude  numbers  and  mere  bravery,  sail  with  his  whole  army. 
The  place  where  the  Romans  first  entered  In  this  first  expedition  into  Britain,  Caesar 
this  island  was  some  where  near  Deal ;  and  did  not  make,  nor  indeed  could  he  expect,  any 
the  time  fidy-five  years  before  the  birth  of  considerable  advantage.   He  acquired  a  know- 
Christ,  ledge  of  the  seacoast,  and  of  the  country  con- 
The  Britains,  who  defended  their  coun-  tiguous  to  it ;  and  he  became  acquainted  with 
try  with  so  much  resolution  in  the  engage-  the  force,  the  manner  of  fighting,  and  the  mi- 
ment,  immediately  after  it  lost  all  their  spirit,  litary  character  of  the  people.    To  compass 
They  had  laid  no  regular  plan  for  their  defence,  these  purposes,  he  did  not  think  a  part  of  the 
Upon  their  first  failure  they  seemed  to  have  summer  ill  bestowed.    But  early  in  the  next  he 
no  resources  left.    On  the  slightest  loss  they  prepared  to  make  a  more  effective  use  of  the 

experience  he  had  gained.     He  embaiked 

♦  Some  think  this  port  to  be  Witsand,  others  H^^  ^^  <he  same  port,  but  with  a  more 

Boulogne.  numerous  army.    The  Bntains  oo  their  part 
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had  prepared  more  regularly  (or  their  defence  The  whole  <^  Cssar's  conduct  in  Aew  twv 

in  tliis,  than  the  fonnei  year.  Several  of  those  campaigns  sufficiently  demonstrates,  that  lis 

states,  which  were  nearest  and  most  exposed  had  no  intention  of  making  an  absolute  ooih 

to  the  danger,  had,  during  Csesar's  absence,  quest  of  any  part  of  Britain.     Is  it  to  be  be> 

combined  for  their  common  safety  ;  and  chosen  licved,  that,  if  he  bad  formed  such  a  design, 

Cassibelan,  a  chief  of  power  and  reputation,  he  would  have  left  Britain  witJKMJt  an  amy, 

for  the  leader  of  their  union.    They  seemed  without  a  legion,  without  a  single  cohort,  to 

resolved  to  dispute  the  landing  of  the  Romans  secure  his  conquest ;  and  that  he  should  dt 

with  their  fonner  btrepidity.    But  when  they  dovin  contented  wiih  an  empty  glory,  and  d» 

beheld  the  sea  covered,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  tribute  of  an    indigent  people,   without  vaj 

reach,  with  the  multitude  of  the  enemy's  ships,  proper  means  of  securing  a  continuance  dT 

(for  they  were  eight  hundred  i^il,)  they  de-  that  small  acquisition  ?  This  is  not  crediUe. 

spaired  of  defending  the  coast ;  they  retired  But  his  conduct  here,  as  well  as  in  GemiaiiT, 

into  the  woods  and  fastnesses  ;    and  Caesar  discovers  his  purpose  in  both  expeditions;  for 

landed  his  army  without  opposition.  by  them  he  confirmed  the  Roman  dominion  in 

The  Britains  now  saw  the  necessity  of  Gaul ;  he  gained  time  to  mature  his  designs, 

altering  their  former  method  of  war.    They  and  he  afforded  his  party  in  Rome  an  opf)or- 

no  longer,  therefore,  opposed  the  Romans  in  the  tunity  of  promoting  his  interest,  and  exa^erat* 

open  field ;  they  formed  frequent  ambuscades ;  ing  his  exploits,  which  they  did  in  such  a 

they  divided  themselves  into  light  flying  par-  manner,  as  to  draw  from  the  senate  a  decree, 

ties ;  and  continually  harassed  the  enemy  on  for  a  very  remarkable  acknowledgment  of  bis 

his  march.    This  plan,  though  in  their  cir-  services,  in  a  supplication  or  thanksgiving  of 

cumstances  the  most  judicious,  was  attended  twenty  days.    This  attempt,  not  being  par' 

with  no  great  success.  Ceesar  forced  some  of  sued,  stands  sin^e,and  has  little  or  no  connec- 

their  stongest  intrenchments ;  and  then  carried  tion  with  the  subsequent  events, 

the  war  directly  into  the  territwies  of  Cas-  Therefore  I  shall,  in  this  place,  where  th« 

sibelan.  narrative  will  be  the  least  broken,  insert  fnm 

The  only  fordable  passage,  which  he  could  the  best  authorities  which  are  left,  and  the  best 

find  over  the  Thames,  was  defended  by  a  row  conjectures  which,  in  so  obscure  a  matter,  I 

of  palLsadoes,  which  lined  the  opposite  bank ;  am  able  to  form,  some  account  of  the  first  peo- 

another  row  of  sharpened  stakes  stood  under  pHng  of  this  island ;  the  manners  of  its  inha- 

water  along  the  middle  of  the  stream.    Some  bitants ;  their  art  of  war  ;  their  religions  and 

remains  of  these  works  long  subsisted ;   and  civil  discipline.    These  are  matters  not  ody 

were   to   be  discerned  in  the  riv^r*  down  worthy  of  attention,    as  containing  a  very 

almost  to  the  present  times.     The  Britains  remarkable  piece  of  antiquity ;  but  as  not 

had  made  the  best  of  the  situation ;  but  the  wholly  unnecessary  towards  comprehending 

Romans  plunged  into  the  water,  tore  away  the  the  great  change  made  in   all  these  points, 

stakes  and  palisadoes,  and  ol^ained  a  com-  when  the  Roman  conquest  came  afterwards 

plete  victory.     The  capitol,  or  rather  chief  to  be  completed, 
fiistness,  of  Cassibelan  was  then  taken,  with  a 

number  of  cattle,  the  wealth  of  this  barbarous  — — 

city.    After  these  misfijrtunes,  the  Britains  r«TTAr>'rT7T> 

were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  act  with  OHAPTER  II. 

effect.    Then-  ill  success  in  the  field  soon  dis-  goME  account  op  the  awtient  nrHABi- 

solved  the  ill-cemented  Union  of  their  councils.  tai7TS  of  Britain 
They  split  into  factions,  and  some  of  them 

chose  the  common  enemy  for  their  protector.  That  Britain  was  first  peopled  from  Gaol, 

Insomuch  that,  afler  some  feeble  and  desultory  we  are  assured  by  the  best  proofs ;  proximity 

efforts,  most  of  the  tribes  to  the  southward  of  of  situation,  and  resemblance  in  language  and 

the  Thames  submitted  themselves  to  the  con-  manners.    Of  the  time  in  which  this  event 

querour.    Cassibelan,  worsted  in  so  many  en-  happened,  we  must  be  contented  to  remain  in 

counters,  and  deserted  by  his  allies,  was  driven  ignorance,  for  we  have  no  monuments.    Bat 

at  length  to  sue  for  peace.    A  tribute  was  im-  we  may  conclude  that  it  was  a  very  antient 

posed.    And,  as  the  sunmier  began  to  wear  settlement,  since  the  Carthaginians  found  this 

away,  Ceesar,  having  finished  the  war  to  his  island  inhaj)ited,  when  they  traded  hither  for 

sati^action,  embarked  for  Gaul.  tin ;  as  the  Phcsnicians,  whose  tracks  they  fol- 
lowed in  this  commerce,  are  said  to  have  d<»ie 

♦  Cowayatakes,  near  Kingston  on  Thames,  long  before  them.    It  is  true,  that  when  Wi 
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OQsider  tho  short  intenral  between  the  univer-  conquered  people ;  the  terrour  of  which  hurried 

iX  deluge  and  that  period,  and  compare  it  men  from  habitations,  to  which  they  were  but 

f'litk  the  first  settlement  of  men  at  such  a  dis-  little  attached,  to  seek  security  and  repose  un- 

laee  from  this  comer  of  the  world,  it  may  der  any  climate,  that,  however  in  other  respects 

eem  not  easy  to  reconcile  such  a  claim  to  an-  undesirable,  might  aJffbrd  them  refuge  from  the 

iqui^  with  the  only  authentic  account  we  fury  of  their  enemies.    Thus  the  bleak  and 

ave  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  mankind ;  barren  regions  c^  the  north,  not  being  peo- 

B|»ecially,  as  in  those  early  ages  the  whole  face  pled  by  choice,  were  peopled  as  early,  in  all 

foature  was  extremely  rude  and  uncultivated,  probability,  as  many  of  the  milder  and  more  in- 

rhen  the  Imks  of  conunerce,  even  in  the  coun-  viting  climates  of  the  southern  world ;  and  thus, 

ries  6rst  settled,  were  few  and  weak ;  naviga-  by  a  wonderful  disposition  of  the  Divine  Provi- 

ioB  imperfect;  geography  unknown;  and  the  dence,  a  life  of  hunting,  which  does  not  con- 

lardships  of  travelling  excessive.    But  the  tribute  to  increase,  and  war,  which  is  the  great 

ipirit  of  migration,  of  which   we  have  now  instrument  in  the  destruction  of  men,  were  the 

xily  some  faint  ideas,  was  ^en  strong  and  two  principal  causes  of  their  being  spread  so 

Mtiversal ;  and  it  fully  compensated  all  these  early  and  so  universally  over  the  whole  earth, 

iistdvantages.     Many   writers,  indeed,  im«  From  what  is  very  commonly  known  of  the 

igiae  that  these  migrations,  so  common  in  state  of  North  America,  it  need  not  be  said 

tbs  primitive  times,  were  caused  by  the  pro-  how  often  and  to  what  distance  several  of  the 

tB^ious  increase  of  people  beyond  what  their  nations  on  that  continent  are  used  to  migrate ; 

several  territories  could  maintain.    But  this  who,  though  thinly  scattered,  occupy  an  im- 

ttpioion,  &r  firom  being  supported,  is  rather  mense  extent  of  country.    Nor  are  the  causes 

wntradicted  by  the   general  appearance  of  of  it  less  obvious ;  their  hunting  life,  and  their 

(biogs  in  that  early  time,  when  in  every  coun-  inhuman  wars. 

try  vast  tracks  of  land  were  suffered  to  lie  Such  migrations,  sometimes  by  choice, 
iliiost  useless  in  morasses  and  forests.  Nor  more  frequently  from  necessity,  were  common 
u  it,  indeed,  more  countenanced  by  the  antient  in  tlie  antient  world.  Frequent  necessities 
Vodes  of  life,  no  way  favourable  to  population,  introduced  a  fashion,  which  subsisted  after  the 
<  apprehend  that  these  first  settled  countries,  original  causes.  For  how  could  it  happen,  but 
^  far  from  being  overstocked  with  inhabitants,  fi-om  some  universally  established  public  pre- 
''sre  rather  thinly  peopled ;  and  that  the  same  judico,  which  always  overrules  and  stifles  the 
^stises,  which  occasioned  tliat  thinness,  occa-  private  sense  of  men,  that  a  whole  nation 
''ooed  also  those  frequent  migrations,  which  should  deliberately  think  it  a  wise  measure  to 
B«ke  so  large  a  part  of  the  history  of  almost  quit  dieir  country  in  a  body,  that  they  might 
U  nations.  For,  in  these  ages,  men  subsisted  obtain  in  a  foreign  land  a  settlement,  which 
i^iefly  by  pasturage  or  hunting.  These  are  must  wholly  depend  upon  the  chance  of  war  ? 
^cupations  which  spread  the  people,  with-  Yet  this  resolution  was  taken,  and  actually 
<t  multiplying  them  in  proportion;  they  pursued,  by  the  entire  nation  of  the  Helvetii, 
ach  them  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  as  it  is  minutely  related  by  Csesar.  The 
►Untry ;  they  carry  them  frequently,  and  far  method  of  reasoning,  whicli  led  them  to  it, 
>m  their  homes,  and  weaken  those  ties  which  must  appear  to  us  at  this  day  utterly  incon- 
ight  attach  them  to  any  particular  habitation,  ceivable  ;  they  were  far  from  being  compelled 
It  was  in  a  great  degree  from  tliis  manner  to  this  extraordinary  migration  by  any  want  of 
life,  that  mankind  became  scattered  in  the  subsistence  at  home ;  for  it  appears,  that  they 
■rliest  times  over  the  whole  globe.  But  their  raised,  without  difficulty,  as  much  com  in  one 
mceful  occupations  did  not  contribute  so  year,  as  supported  them  for  two :  they  could  not 
Lich  to  that  end,  as  their  wars ;  which  were  complain  of  the  barrenness  of  such  a  soil. 
t  the  less  frequent  and  violent,  because  the  This  spirit  of  migration,  which  grew  out  of 
ople  were  few,  and  the  interests  for  which  the  antient  manners  and  necessities,  and  some- 
ay  contended  of  but  small  importance.  An-  times  operated  like  a  blind  instinct,  such  as 
»nt  history  has  furnished  us  with  many  in-  actuates  birds  of  passage,  is  very  suflicient  to 
%ncea  of  whole  nations,  expelled  by  invasion,  account  for  the  early  habitation  of  the  remotest 
lling  in  upon  others,  which  they  have  entirely  parts  of  the  earth  ;  and  in  some  sort  also  justi- 
crwhelmed ;  more  irresistible  in  their  defeat  fies  that  claim,  which  has  been  so  fondly  mB.de 
A  ruin,  then  in  their  fullest  prosperity.  The  by  almost  all  nations  to  great  antiquity. 
^ts  of  war  were  then  exercised  with  great  GJaul,  from  whence  Britam  was  orighMtlly 
humanity.  A  cruel  death,  or  a  servitude  peopled,  consisted  of  three  nations ;  the  Belgtt 
arcely  less  cruel,  was  the  certam  fate  of  all  towards  the  north ;  the  Celtes  in  the  mid^e, 
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eountries;   and  the  Aquitani  to  the  soath.  theBritains  should  have  been  bo  expert  k 

Britain  appears  to  have  received  its  people  the  fabric  of  those  chariots,  when  they  seen 

only  from  the  two  former.    From  the  C^t»  utterly  ignorant  in  all  other  medianie  vti: 

were  derived  the  most  antient  tribes  of  the  but  thus  it  is  delivered  to  us.     They  had  abo 

Britains,  of  which  the  most  considerable  were  horse,  though  of  no  great  reputation,  in  their 

called  Brigantes.     The  Beige,  who  did  not  armies.  Their  (bot  was  without  heavy  armour; 

even  settle  in  Gaul  until  after  Britain  had  it  was  no  firm  body ;  nor  instnicted  to  presem 

been  peopled  by  colonies  firom  the  former,  for-  their  ranks,  to  make  their  evolutions,  or  to  obey 

cibly  drove  the  Brigantes  into  the  inland  coun-  their  commanders :  but  in  tol^ating  hanUips; 

tries,  and  possessed  the  greatest  part  of  the  in  dexterity  of  Conning  ambuscades  (the  lit 

coast,  especially  to  the  south  and  west.   These  military  of  savages)  they  are  said  to  htTe  e^ 

latter,  as  they  entered  the  island  in  a  more  im-  celled.    A  natural  ferocity,  and  an  impetooeB 

proved  age,  brought  with  them  the  knowledge  onset,  stood  them  in  the  place  of  discipUoe. 

and  practice  of  agriculture;  which  however  It  is  very  difficult,   at    this    distance  of 

only  prevailed  in  their  own  coimtries ;    the  time,  and  with  so  little  infbnnatioo,  to  disoem 

Brigantes  still  continued  their  antient  way  of  clearly  what  sort  of  civil  government  prmuled 

life,  by  pasturage  and  hunting.     In  this  re-  among  the  antient  Britains.    In  afl  very  n- 

spect  alone  they  differed ;  so  that  what  we  shall  cultivated  countriee,  as  society  is  not  dose  or 

say  in  treating  of  their  manners  is  equally  ap-  intricate,  nor  property  very  induable,  Iflmtf 

plicable  to  both.     And  though  the   Britains  subsists    with  few    restraints.    The  natonl 

were  further  divided  into  an  innumerable  mul-  equality  of  mankind  af^ears,  and  is  asserted: 

titude  of  lesser  tribes  and  nations,  yet  all  being  and  therefore  there  are  but  obscure  lines  of  any 

the  branches  of  these  two  stocks,  it  is  not  to  form  of  government.     In  every  soci^  of  tha 

our  purpose  to  consider  them  more  minutely.  sort,  the  natural  connections  are  theisffle  ai 

Britain  was,  in  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar,  in  others,  though  the  political  ties  are  weak, 

what  it  is  at  this  day  in  climate  and  natural  Among   such  barbarians,    Uiaefoie,  Aoo^ 

advantages ;  temperate,  and  reasonably  futile,  there    is  little   authority  in  the  magiitrale, 

But  destitute  of  all  those  improvements,  which  there  is  often  great  power  lodged,  or  rather  left 

in  a  successi(Hi  of  ages  it  has  received  from  in  the  father :  for  as  aunong  the  Gaols,  lo 

ingenuity,  from  commerce,  firom  riches  and  among  the  Britains,  he  had  the  powtt  of  life 

luxury,  it  then  wore  a  very  rough  auid  savage  and  death  in  his  own  family,  over  his  childreB 

appearance.    The  country,  forest,  <Nr  marsh ;  and  his  servants. 

the  habitations,  cottages;  the  cities,  hiding  But  am<Mig  fi-eemen  and  heads  of  families 
l^aces  in  woods ;  the  people  naked,  or  only  causes  of  all  sorts  seem  to  have  been  decided 
covered  with  skins ;  their  sole  employment,  by  the  Druids :  they  summcHied  and  dissolved 
pasturage  and  hunting.  They  painted  their  all  the  public  assemblies ;  they  akme  bad  the 
bodies  for  ornament  or  terrour,  by  a  cusUnn  power  of  capital  punishments;  and,  mdeed, 
general  among  all  savage  nations ;  who  being  seem  to  have  had  the  sole  ezecutioo  and  in* 
passionately  fond  of  show  and  finery,  and  hav-  terpretation  of  whatever  laws  subsisted  among 
ing  no  object  but  their  naked  bodies  <hi  which  this  people.  In  this  respect  the  Celtic  nations 
to  exercise  this  disposition,  have  in  aU  times  did  not  greatly  differ  Groai  others,  except  that 
painted  or  cut  their  skins,  according  to  their  we  view  them  in  an  earlier  stage  of  society, 
ideas  of  ornament  They  shaved  the  beard  Justice  was  in  all  countries  originally  adnu- 
on  the  chin ;  that  on  the  upper  lip  was  suf>  nistered  by  the  priesthood ;  nor  indeed  cooU 
fered  to  remain,  and  grow  to  an  extraordinary  laws  in  their  first  feeble  state  have  either  ao- 
length,  to  favour  the  martial  appearance,  in  thority  or  sanction,  so  as  to  compel  men  to 
which  they  placed  their  glory.  They  were  in  relinquish  their  natural  kidependence,  had 
their  natural  temper  not  unlike  the  Gauls ;  im-  they  not  appeared  to  come  down  to  them  en- 
patient,  fiery,  inconstant,  ostentatious,  boast-  forced  by  beings  of  more  than  human  power, 
ful,  fond  of  novelty;  and,  like  all  barbarians,  The  first  openings  of  civility  have  been  eteiy 
fierce,  treacherous  and  cruel.  Their  arms  were  where  made  by  religi<»:  among  the  Romans^ 
short  javelins,  small  shields  of  a  slight  texture,  the  custody  and  interpretation  of  the  laws  con- 
and  great  cutting  swords  with  a  blunt  point,  tinued  solely  in  the  college  of  the  pondffii  for 
after  the  Gaulish  fashion.  above  a  century.* 

Their  chiefs  went  to  battle  in  chariots,  not  The  time  in  which  the  Druid  priesthood  ms 
unartfiilly  contrived,  nor  unskilfully  managed,  instituted  is  unknown.  It  probably  nse^  ^ 
1  cannot  help  thinking  it  something  extraordi- 
nary, and  not  easily  to  be  accounted  for,  ihaX  »  ^  Digest,  lib.  L  tit.  ii.  De  origina  ec  pneeM 
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Biher  institutiooB  of  that  kind,  from  low  and  they  all  depended  upon  a  chief  or  Arch-Druid, 
obacare  beginnings;  and  acquired  from  time,  who   was  elected  to   his  place  with  great 
md  the  labours  of  able  men,  a  form,  by  which  authority  and  pre-eminence  for  life.     They 
it  •xtended  itself  so  fiur,  and  attained  at  length  were  further  armed  with  a  power  of  interdict- 
id  mighty  an  influence  over  the  minds  of  a  ing  from  their  sacrifices,  or  excommunicating 
ierce  and  otherwise  ungovernable  people.  Of  any  obnoxious  persons.    This  mterdiction,  so 
the    place  where  it  arose,  there  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  by  the  antient  Athenians, 
less  doubt :  Caesar  mentions  it  as  the  common  and  to  that  since  practised  among  Christians, 
epinioD,  that  this  institution  began  in  Britain  ;  was  followed  by  an  exclusion  from  all  the  bene- 
that  there  it  always  remained  in  the  highest  fits  of  civil  community ;  and  it  was  accordingly 
»erlectioa,  and  that  from  thence  it  diffused  the  most  dreaded  of  all  punishments.    This 
itself  into  Gaul.    I  own  I  find  it  not  easy  to  ample  authority  was  in  general  usefully  ex- 
ftssign  any  tolerable  cause,  why  an  order  of  erted  ;  by  the  interposition  of  tlie  Druids  dif- 
lo  much  authority,  and  a  discipline  so  exact,  ferences  were  composed,  and  wars  ended ;  and 
ihould  have  passed  from  the  more  barbarous  the  minds  of  the  fierce  northern  people,  being 
people  to  the  more  civilized ;  from  the  younger  reconciled  to  each  other  under  the  influence 
to  the  older ;  from  the  colony  to  the  mother  <^  religion,  united  with  signal  efiect  against 
eoootry :  but  it  is  not  wonderful,  that  the  early  theur  common  enemies. 
extinction  of  this  order,  and  that  general  cosh  There  was  a  class  of  the  Druids,  whom 
tempt  in  which  the  Romans  held  aU  the  barba-  they  called  Bards,  who  delivered  in  scrngs 
rous   nations,  should  have  left  these  matters  (their  only  history)  the  exploits  of  their  heroes; 
obscure  and  full  of  difliculty.  and  who  composed  those  verses  which  con- 
T*he  Druids  were  kept  entirely  distinct  from  tained  the  secrets  of  druidical  discipline ;  their 
lOkD  body  of  the  people  ;  and  they  were  exempt*  principles  of  natural  philosophy  and  moral; 
ed  from  all  the  inferiour  and  burthensome  of-  their  astronomy ;   and  the  mystical  rites  of 
fibes  of  society,  that  they  might  be  at  leisure  to  their  religion.     These  verses,  in  all  proba- 
attend  the  important  duties  of  their  own  charge,  bility,  bore  a  near  resemblance  to  the  golden 
Tbejr  were  chosen  out  of  the  best  families,  and  verses  of  Pythagoras ;  to  those  of  Phocylides, 
firom  the  young  men  of  the  most  promising  Orpheus,  and  other  remnants  of  the  most  an- 
talents  ;   a  regdation  which  placed  and  pre-  tient  Greek  poets.     The  Druids,   even  in 
•erved  them  in  a  respectable  light  with  the  Graul,  where  they  were  not  altogether  igno- 
world.     None  were  admitted  into  this  order,  rant  of  the  use  of  letters,  in  order  to  preserve 
but  after  a  long  and  laborious  novitiate,  which  their  knowledge  in  greater  respect,  cosomitted 
Bsade  the  character  venerable  in  their  own  none  of  their  precepts  to  writing.    The  pro- 
eyes,  by  the  time  and  difficulty  of  attaining  it.  ficiency  of  their  pupils  was  estimated  princi- 
Tbey  were   much  devoted  to  solitude,  and  pally  by  the  number  of  technical  verses,  which 
thereby  acquired  that  abstracted  and  thought-  they  retained  in  their  memory :  a  circum- 
ful  air,  which  is  so  imposing  upon  the  vulgar,  stance,  that  shews  this  discipline  rather  caU 
Jknd  when  they  appeared  in  public,  it  was  culated  to  preserve  with  accuracy  a  few  plain 
seldom,  and  only  on  some  great  occasion ;  in  maxims  of  traditionary  science,  than  to  imr> 
the  sacrifices  of  the  gods,  or  on  the  seat  of  prove  and  extend  it.     And  this  is  not  the 
jadgment.    They  prescribed  medicine ;   they  sole  circumstance,  which  leads  us  to  believe, 
Uxined  the  youth ;  they  paid  the  last  honours  that  among  them  learning  had  advanced  no 
to  the  dead  ;  they  foretold  events  ;  they  exw-  further  thui  its  infancy. 
eised  themselves  in  magic.    They  were,  at  The  scholars  of  the  Druids,  like  those  of 
«ifice,  the  priests,  lawgivers,  and    physicians  Pythagoras,  were  carefully  enjoined  a  kxig 
of  their  nation ;  and  consequently  concenter-  and  religious  silence ;  for  if  barbarians  come 
ed   in  themselves  all  that  respect,  that  men  to  acquire  any  knowledge,  it  is  rather  by  in- 
have  diffusively  for  those  who  heal  their  dis-  struction,  than  examination ;  they  must  there- 
eases,  protect  their  property,  or  reconcile  them  fore  be  silent.    Pythagoras,  in  the  rude  times 
to  the  divinity.    What  contributed  not  a  little  of  Greece,  required  silence  in  his  disciples ; 
to  the  stability  and  power  of  this  order,  was  but  Socrates,  in  the  meridian  of  the  Athenian 
the  extent  of  its  foundation,  and  the  regularity  refinement,  spoke  less  than  his  scholars  *,  every 
and  proportion  of  its  structure.    It  took  in  thing  was  disputed  in  the  academy. 
both  sexes;  and  the  female  Druids  were  in  The  Druids  are  said  to  be  very  expert  in 
BO  less  esteem  for  their  knowledge  and  sane-  astronomy,  in  geography,  and  in  all  parts  of 
tity  than  the  males.     It  was  divided  into  mathematical  knowledge.  And  authors  speak, 
several  subofdinate  ranks  and  classes ;  and  in  a  very  exaggerated  strain,  of  their  oictli* 
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lence  in  these,  and  in  many  other  tcioneei.  observed  the  greatest  Bpl^door  and  the  leut 
Some  elemental  luiowledge  I  suppose  they  mutation.    But  on  ordinary  oocaraons  it  wu 
had ;  but  I  can  scarcely  be  persuaded,  that  natural  some  should  imagine,  that  the  dead 
their  learning  was  eilher  deep  or  extensive,  retired  into  a  remote  coontry,  s^nrated  from 
In  all  countries  where  druidism  was  professed,  tiie  living  by  seas  or  mountains.    It  was  na^ 
the  youth  were  generally  instructed  by  that  tural  that  some  should  follow  their  imagoap 
order  ;  and  yet  was  there  little  either  in  the  tion  with  a  simplicity  still  purer,  and  pome 
manners  of  the  people,  in  their  way  of  life,  or  the  souls  cimen  no  further  than  the  sepiJchrea^ 
their  worlds  of  art,  that  demonstrates  profound  in  which  their  bodies  had  been  deposited;* 
science,  or   particularly  mathematical   skill,  whilst  others  of  deeper  penetration,  obso'ving 
Britain,  where  their  discipline  was   in  its  that  bodies,  worn  out  by  age,  or  destroyed  bjr 
highest  perfection,  and  which  was  thereibre  accident,  still  afforded  the  materials  for  gene- 
resorted  to  by   the  people  of  Gaul,   as   an  rating  new  ones,  concluded  likewise,  t^  a 
oracle  in  druiidical  questions,  was  more  bar-  soul  being  dislodged  did  not  wholly  perid, 
barous  in  all  other  respects  than  Gaul  itself,  but  was  destined,  by  a  similar  revolati(Hi  in 
or  than  any  other  country  then  known  in  nature,  to  act  again,  and  to  animate  some 
Europe.     Those  piles  of  rude  magnificence,  other  body.    This  last  principle  gave  rise  to 
Stonehenge  and  Abury,  are  in  vain  produced  the  doctrine  of  transmigration ;  but  we  mast 
in  proof  of  their  mathematical  abilities.   These  not  presume  of  course,  that  where  it  prevailed 
vast  structures  have  nothing  which  can  be  it  necessarily  excluded  the  other  opinions ;  hr 
admired^  but  the  greatness  of  the  work ;   and  it  is  not  remote  from  the  usual  procedure  of 
they  are  not  the  only  instances  of  the  great  the  human  mind,  blending,  in  obscure  matten, 
things,  which  the  mere  labour  of  many  hands  imagination  and  reasoning  together,  to  onito 
united,  and  persevering  in  their  purpose,  may  ideas  the  most  inconsistent.     Wh«i  Homer 
accomplish    with  very  little  help  from  me-  represents  the  ghosts  of  his  heroes  appearing 
chanics.  This  may  be  evinced  by  the  immense  at  the  sacrifices  of  Ulysses,  he  supposes  them 
buildings,  and  the  low  state  of  the  sciences  endued  with  life,  sensation,  and  a  capaci^ 
among  the  origmal  Peruvians.  of  qioving,  but  he  has  joined  to  these  powen 
The  Druids  were  eminent,  above  all  the  of  living  existence,  uncomeliness,  want  of 
philosophic  lawgivers  of  antiquity,  for  their  strength,    want  of  distinction,   the   charao- 
care  in  impressing  the  doctrine  of  the  soul's  teristics  of  a  dead  carcass.    This  is  what  die 
immortality  on  the  minds  of  their  people,  as  an  mind  is  apt  to  do ;  it  is  very  apt  to  confiNmd 
operative  and  leading  principle.    This  doc-  the  ideas  of  the  surviving  soul  and  the  dead 
trine  was  inculcated  on  the  scheme  of  trans-  body.    The  vulgar  have  always,  and  still  da 
migration,  which  some  imagine  them  to  have  confound  these  very  irreconcilable  ideas.  They 
derived  from  Pythagoras.    But  it  is  by  no  lay  the  scene  of  apparitions  in  churchyards; 
means  necessary  to  resort  to  any  particular  they  habit  the  ghost  in  a  shroud;  and  it  ap- 
teacher  for  an  opinion,  which  owes  its  birth  pears  in  all  the  ghastly  paleness  of  a  coqjse. 
to  the  weak  struggles  of  unenlightened  reason,  A  contradiction  of  this  kind  has  given  rise  to 
and  to  mistakes  natural  to  the  human  mind,  a  doubt,  whether  the  Druids  did  m  reality  hoW 
The  idea  of  the  soul's  immortality  is  indeed  the  doctrme  of  transmigration.     There  is  posi- 
antient,  universal,  and,  in  a  manner,  inherent  tive  testimony  that  they  did  hold  it.    There  is 
in  our  nature :  but  it  is  not  easy  for  a  rude  also  testimony  as  positive,  that  they  buried,  or 
people  to  conceive  any  other  mode  of  exis-  burned  with  the  dead,  utensils,  arms,  slaws, 
tence,  than  one  similar  to  what  they  had  ex-  and  whatever  might  be  judged  useful  to  them, 
perienced  in  life ;  nor  any  other  worW,  as  the  as  if  they  were  to  be  removed  into  a  separate 
scene  of  such  an  existence,  but  this  we  inhabit,  state.    They  might   have    held   both  these 
beyond  the  bounds  of  which  the  mind  extends  opinions ;  and  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  to 
itself  with  great  difficulty.     Admiration,  in-  find  errour  inconsistent, 
deed,  was  able  to  exalt  to  heaven  a  few  select-        The  objects  of  the  druid  worship  were  many, 
cd  heroes;  it  did  not  seem  absurd,  that  those.  In  this  respect  they  did  not  differ  from  odwf 
who  in  their  mortal  state  had  distinguished  heathens ;  but  it  must  be  ovmcd,  that  in  ge- 
themselves  as  superiour  and  overruling  spirits,  neral,  their  ideas  of  divine  matters  were  more 
should  afler  death  ascend  to  that  sphere,  which  exalted  than  those  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans; 
influences  and  governs  every  thing  below;  or  and  that  they  did  not  fall  into  an  idotetry  » 
that  the  proper  abode  of  beings,  at  once  so  coarse  and  vulgar.  That  their  gods  shouU  bo  re- 
illustrious  and  permanent,  should  be  in  that 
part  of  nature,  in  which  they  had  alwayi  ♦Cic.  Tosc.  Qaest  Ub.  1 
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prasented  under  a  human  form,  they  thou^t  de-  service.    Whatever,  for  the  same  reason,  waa 

rogatory  to  beings  uncreated  and  imperishable,  found  of  efficacy  to  avert  or  cure  distempers, 

To  coofne,  what  can  endure  no  limits,  within  was  considered  as  partaking  somewhat  of  the 

waUs  and  roo&,  they  judged  absurd  and  im-  divinity.    Medicine  was  always  joined  with 

pious.     In  these  [mrticulars,  there  was  some-  magic;  no  remedy  was  administered  without 

thing  refined   and  suitable  enough  to  a  just  mysterious  ceremony  and  incantation.     The 

klea  of  the  divinity.    But  the  rest  was  not  use  of  plants  and  herbs,  both  in  medicinal  and 

•qual.  Some  notions  they  had,  like  the  greatest  magical   practices,  was   early  and  generaL 

part  of  mankind,  of  a  being  eternal  and  infinite ;  The  mistletoe,  pointed  out  by  its  very  peculiar 

bat  they  also,  like  the  greatest  part  of  mankind,  appearance  and  manner  of  growth,  must  have 

paid  their  worship  to  inferiour  objects,  from  struck   powerfully  on  the  imaginations  of  a 

the  nature  of  ignorance  and  superstition  always  superstitious  people.  Its  virtues  may  have  been 

tesiding  downwards.  soon  discovered.    It   has  been  fully  proved 

The  first  and  chief  objects  of  their  worship  against  the  opinion  of  Celsus,  that  internal 

were  the  elements ;  and  of  the  elements,  fire  ;  remedies  were  of  very  early  use.*    Yet,  if  it 

•a  the  most   pure,  active,   penetrating,  and  had  not,  the  practice  of  the  present  savage 

what  gives  fife  and  energy  to  all   the  rest,  nations  supports  the  probability  of  that  opinion. 

Among  fires,  the  preference  was  given  to  the  By  some  modem  authors  the  mistletoe  is  said 

■on,  as  the  most  glorious  visible  being,  and  to  be  of  signal  service  in  the  cure  of  certain 

the  fountain  of  all  life.    Next  they  venerated  convulsive   distem|)ers,  which,  by  their  sud- 

the  moon,  and  the  planets.    Ailer  fire,  water  denness,  their  violence,  and  their  unaccount- 

was  held  in  reverence.    This,  when  pure,  and  able  symptoms,  have  been  ever  considered  as 

ritually  prepared,  was  supposed  to  wash  away  supernatural.    The  epilepsy  was  by  the  Ro- 

all  sins,  and  to  qualify  the  priest  to  approach  mans  for  that  reason  called  morbus  sacer;  and 

Ae   altar  of  the  gods  with  more   acceptable  all  other  nations  have  regarded  it  in  the  some 

prayers ;    washing  with  water  being  a  type  light.    The  Druids  also  looked  upon  vervain, 

natural  enough  of  inward  cleansing  and  purity  and  some  other  plants,  as  holy,  and  probably 

of  mind.    They  also  worshipped  fountains,  for  a  similar  reason. 

and  lakes,  and  rivers.  The  other  objects  of  the  druid  worship  were 

Oaks  were  regarded  by  this  sect  with  a  chiefly  serpents  in  the  animal  world ;  and  rude 

particular  veneration,  as  by  their  greatness,  heaps  of  stone,  or  great  pillars  without  polish 

their  shade,  their  stability,  and  duration,  not  or  sculpture,  in  the  inanimate.     The  serpent 

ill  representing  the  perfeaions  of  the  deity,  by  his  dangerous  qualities  is  not  ill  adapted 

From  the  great  reverence  in  which  they  held  to  inspire  terrour ;  by  his  annual  renewals  to 

this  tree,  it  is  thought  their  name  of  druids  is  raise  admiration  ;  by  his  make,  easily  suscep- 

denvedf  the  word  deru,  in  the  Celtic  language,  tiblo  of  many  figures,  to  serve  for  a  variety  of 

tigoifying  an  oak.    But  their  reverence  was  symbols,  and,  by  all,  to  bean  object  of  religious 

not  wholly  confined  to  this  tree.    All  forests  observance:  accordingly,  no  object  of  idolatry 

were  held  sacred  ;  and  many  particular  plants  has  been  more  universal,  f    And  this  is  so 

were  respected,  as  endued  with  a  particular  natural,  that  serpent  veneration  seems  to  be 

holiness.     No  plant  was  more  revered  than  rising  again  even  in  the  bosom  of  Mahome- 

the  mistletoe ;  especially  if  it  grew  on  the  oak ;  tanisra.j; 

not  only  because  it  is  rarely  found  upon  that  The  great  stones,  it  has  been  supposed, 
tree,  but  because  the  oak  was  among  the  druids  were  originally  monuments  of  illustrious  men, 
peculiarly  sacred.     Towards  the  end  of  the  or  the  memorials  of  considerable  actions;  or 
year,  tfaey  searched  for  this  plant,  and  when  it  they  were  landmarks  for  deciding  the  bounds 
was  found,  great  rejoicing  ensued ;  it  was  ap-  of  fixed  property.    In  time,  the  memory  <^ 
|yroached  with  reverence ;  it  was  cut  with  a  the  persons  or  facts,  which  these  stiHies  were 
golden  hook ;  it  was  not  suffered  to  fall  to  the  erected  to  perpetuate,  wore  away ;  but  there- 
ground,  but  received  with  great  care  and  so-  verence  which  custom,  and  probably  certain 
lenmity  upon  a  white  garment.  periodical  ceremonies  had  preserved  for  those 
In  antient  times,  and  in  all  countries,  the  places,  was  not  so  soon  obliterated.    The  mo- 
profession  of  physic  was  annexed  to  the  priest- 
hood.   Men  imagined,  that  all  their  diseases  *  ggg  jbls  point  In  the  divine  legation  «f 
were  inflicted  by  the  immediate  displeasure  Moses. 
of  the  deity,  and  therefore  concluded,  that  ^  t  n«pi  «ravn  vo/u;  o/wv«v  »«P«/»*»'^*  •**yK^ 

%n    UKJ   uwj,  aw*  Miwi^wiwwu.- «««»«,   ««»  /JoXpv ;iryo  Ko* /»v<rTijptov  ovaypa^«TO*.  Justin  Majr- 

the  remedy  woaW  most  probably  proceed  fhmi  ^^  i^  siillingdeet's  Origines  sacrs. 

those  who  were  particunrly  empkiyed  in  his  t  Norden*9  travels. 
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numents  themselvea  then  came  to  be  veneraC-  concern  of  mankind.    Whilst  the  win  ud 

ed ;  and  not  the  less,  because  the  reason  for  learned  look  back  upon  experience  and  lustoiy, 

venerating  them  was  no  longer  known.    The  and  reason  from  things  past  aboat  erenti  to 

landmark  was  in  those  times  held  sacred  on  come,  it  is  natural  for  the  rude  and  ignorant, 

account  of  its  great  uses,  and  easily  passed  who  have  the  same  desires  without  the  suae 

into  an  object  of  worship.   Hence  the  god  Ter-  reasonable  means  of  satisfaction,  1o  inqain 

minus  among  the  Romans.    This  religious  into  the  secrets  of  futurity,  and  to  govern  tbor 

observance  towards  rude  stones  is  one  of  the  conduct  by  omens,  dreams  and  prodigies.  The 

most  anticnt  and  universal   of  all  customs.  Druids,  as  well  as  the  Etruscan  and  Romu 

Traces  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  almost  all,  and  priesthood,  attended  with  diligence  the  flighl 

especially  in  these  northern  nations ;  and  to  this  of  birds,  the  pecking  of  diidiens,  and  the 

day,  in  Lapland,  where  heathenism  is  not  yet  entrails  of  their   animal    sacifices.    It  wai 

entirely  extirpated,  their  chief  divinity,  which  obvious  that  not  contemptible  progBOstics  oC 

they  call  Star  Junkaref*  is  nothing  more  than  the  weather  were  to  be  taken  from  certain 

a  rude  stone.  motions  and  appearances  in  birds  and  beasts.* 

Some  writers  among  the  modems,  because  A  people,  who  lived  mostly  in  the  open  uTi 

die  Druids  ordinarily  made  no  use  of  images  in  must  have  been  wdl  skilled  in  these  observa* 

their  worship,  have  given  into  an  (pinion,  that  tions.    And  as  changes   in  the  weather  in- 

their  religion  was  fi>unded  on  the  unity  of  the  fluenced  much  the  fortune  of  their  huntings  a 

GKxlhead.    But  this  is  no  just  consequence,  their  harvests,  which  were  all  their  fortues, 

The  spirituality  of  the  idea,  admitting  their  it  was  easy  to  apply  the  same  prognostics  tc 

idea  to  have  been  spiritual,  does  not  infer  the  every  event,  by  a  transition  very  natortl  md 

unity  of  the  object.    AU  the  antient  authors,  common ;  and  thus  probaUy  arose  the  sdenoe 

who  speak  of  this  order,  agree,  that  beside  of  auspices,  which  formerly  guided  the  defibs' 

those  great  and  more  distinguishing  objects  of  rations  of  councils,  and  the  motions  of  annies, 

their  worship  already  mentioned,  they  had  though  they  now  only  serve,  and  scarcely  sefre^ 

gods  answerable  to  those  adored  by  the  Ro-  to  amuse  the  vulgar. 

mans.  And  we  know  that  the  northern  nations^  The  Druid  temple  is  represented  to  havt 

who  overran  the  Roman  empire,  had  in  &ct  a  been  nothing  more  than  a  consecrated  wood, 

great  plurality  of  gods,  whose  attributes,  though  The  antients  speak  of  no  other.    But  mooo- 

not  their  names,  bore  a  close  analogy  to  the  ments  remain,  which  shew  that  the  Dnridi 

idols  of  the  southern  world.  were  not  in  this  respect  wholly  confined  to 

The  Druids  performed  the  highest  act  of  groves.    They  had  also  a  species  of  bdldinpi 

religion  by  sacrifice,  agreeably  to  the  custom  of  which  in  all  probability  was  destined  to  leB- 

all  other  nations.    They  not  only  offered  up  gious  use.    This  sort  of  structure  was  indeed 

beasts,  but  even  human  victims ;  a  barbarity  without  walls  or  roof.   It  was  a  coknuiade,  (^ 

almost  universal  in  the  heathen  worki,  but  nerallycircular,  of  huge  rude  stones,  sometines 

exercised  more  uniformly,  and  with  circum-  single,  sometimes  double;    sometimes  with> 

stances  of  peculiar  cruelty  among  those  nations  often  without  an  architrave.     These  open 

where  the  religion  of  the  Druids  prevailed,  temples  were  not  in  all  respects  peculiar  to  the 

They  held  that  the  life  of  a  man  was  the  only  northern  nations.  Those  of  the  Greefa,  which 

atonement  for  the  life  of  a  man.    They  fre-  were  dedicat(Ml  to  the  coelestial  Grods,  ought 

quently  inclosed  a  number  of  wretches,  some  in  strictness  to  have  had  no  roof,  and  were 

captives,  some   criminals,  and,  when  these  thence  called  HyjHBlhra.^ 

were  wanting,  even  innocent  victims,  in  a  Many  of  these  monuments  remain  in  the 

gigantic  statue  of  wicker  work,  to  which  they  British  islands,  curious  for  then-  antkpiiiy,  or 

set  fire,  and  invoked  their  deities  amidst  the  astonishing  for  the  greatness  of  the  woifc; 

horrid  cries  and  shrieks  of  the  sufferers,  and  enormous  masses  of  rock,  so  poised  as  to  he 

the  shouts  of  those  who  assisted  at  this  tre-  get  in  motion  with  the  slightest  touch,  yet  not 

mendous  rite.                                   ^  to  be  pushed  from  their  place  by  a  very  great 

There  were  none  among  the  antients  more  power ;  vast  altars  peculiar  and  mystical  ia 

eminent  for  all  the  arts  of  divination  than  the 

Druids.    Many  of  the  superstitious  practices  *  cic.  de  Divinatlone,  1.  1. 

in  use  to  this  day  among  the  country  people,  t  Decor  perficitur  statione,  cum  Jori,  fuU 

ibr  discovering  their  future  fortune,  seem  to  be  P'^*  «J  c"'®  «« »o"., f'  *"»«  »2®^'*  ""*'  ti 

_^_.  .        -   ?  ...          -ct  »    •*-  •    *L           *  hyp«lhraque   constituuntur.    Horum  enlm  «t 

remains  of  druidism.    Futurity  is  the  great  BfJcies  et  effectus  In  apenomundoatquelucend 

prflBsentea  vidimus.    Yitruv,  de  Architect,  p>  ^ 

*  8cheirer*a  Lapland,  2^  99^  the  tnnslatk^n.  de  Last.  Antwerp. 
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ttructure,  thrones,  basins,  heaps,  or  respite  firom  the  Roman  ambition.  Augustus, 

and  a  variety  of  other  works,  display-  having  restored  peace  to  mankind,  seems  to 

wild   industry,  and  a  strange  mixture  have  made  it  a  settled  maxim  of  his  reign  not 

nuity  and  rudeness.    But  ^ey  are  all  to  extend  the  empire.    He  found  himself  at 

of  attention ;  not  only  as  such  monu-  the  head  of  a  new  monarchy ;  and  he  was 

oflen  clear  up  the  darkness,  and  supply  more  solicitous  to  confirm  it  by  the  institutions 

fects  of  history  ;  but  as  they  lay  open  of  sound  policy,  than  to  extend  the  bounds  of 

t  field  of  speculation  for  those  who  study  its  dominion.    In  consequence  of  this  plan, 

uiges  which  have  happened  in  the  man-  Britain  was  neglected. 

pinions,  and  sciences  of  men,  and  who  Tiberius  came  a  regular  successor  to  an 

hem  as  worthy  of  regard  as  the  fortune  established   government.     But  his   politics 

8,  and  the  revolutions  of  kingdoms.  were  dictated  rather  by  his  diaracter  than 

diortaccount,  which  I  have  here  given,  his  situation.    He  was  a  lawful  prince,  and 

ot  c<Hitain  the  whole  of  what  is  handed  he  acted  on  the  maxims  of  an  usurper.    Hav- 

:o  us  by  antient  writers,  or  discovered  ing  made  it  a  role  never  to  remove  far  from 

dem  research,  concerning  this  remark-  the  capital,  and  jealous  of  every  reputation, 

rder.    But  I  have  selected  those,  which  which  seemed  too  great  for  the  measure  of  a 

'  to  me  the  most  striking  features,  and  subject,  he  neither  undertodc  any  enterprise 

s  throw  the  strongest  light  on  the  genius  of  moment  in  his  own  person,  nor  cared  to 

ue  character  of  the  druidical  institution,  commit  the  conduct  of  it  to  another.    There 

ae  respects  it  was  undoubtedly  very  sin-  was  little  in  a  British  triumph  that  could  affect 

it  stood  out  more  from  the  body  of  the  a  temper  like  that  of  Tiberius. 

>  than  the  priesthood  of  other  nations ;  His  successor,  Caligula,  was  not  influenced 

teir  knowledge  and  policy  appeared  the  by  this,  nor  indeed  by  any  regular  system ;  for 

striking,  by  being  contrasted  with  the  having  undertaken  an  expedition  to  Britain 

simplicity  and  nideness  of  the  people,  without  any  determinate  view,  he  abandoned 

^hom  they  presided.    But  notwithstamd-  it  on  the  point  of  execution  without  reason, 

me  peculiar  appearances  and  practices.  And  addmg  ridicule  to  his  disgrace,  his  sd- 

npossible  not  to  perceive  a  great  confor-  diers  returned  to  Rome  loaded  with  shells, 

•etween  this  and  tho  antient  coders,  which  These  spoils  he  displayed  as  the  ornaments 

been  established  for  the  purposes  of  re-  of  a  triumph,  which  he  celebrated  over  the 

in  almost  all  countries.     For  to  say  ocean ;   if  in  all  these  particulars  we  may 

kg  of  the  resemblance  which  many  have  trust  to  the  historians  of  that  time,  who  re- 

i  between  this  and  the  Jewish  priesthood,  late  things  almost  incredible  of  the  folly  of 

srsian  Magi,  and  the  Indian  Brachmans,  their  masters,  and  the  patience  of  the  Roman 

not  so  greatly  differ  from  the  Roman  people, 

bood,  either  in  the  original  objects,  or  But  the  Roman  people,  however  degeneratei 

9  general  mode  of  worship,  or  in  the  still  retained  much  of  their  martial  spirit ;  and 

tution  of  their  hierarchy.  In  the  original  as  the  emperours  held  their  power  almost  en- 

ition,  neither  of  these  nations  had  the  tirely  by  the  affection  of  the  soldiery,  they 

'  images;  the  rules  of  the  Salian  as  well  found  themselves  often  obliged  to  such  enter* 

•uid  disipline  were  delivered  in  verse ;  prizes  as  might  prove  them  no  improper  heads 

Mrders  were  under  an  elective  head ;  and  of  a  military  constitution.    An  expedition  to 

fvere  for  a  long  time  the  lawyers  of  their  Britain  was  well  adapted  to  answer  all  the 

ry.    So  that  when  the  order  of  Druids  purposes  of  this  ostentatious  policy.     The 

suppressed  by  the  emperours,  it  was  country  was  remote,  and  little  known ;  so  that 

*  from  a  dread  of  an  influence  incompa-  every  exploit  there,  as  if  achieved  in  another 

with  the  Roman  government,  than  firom  world,  appeared  at  Rome  with  double  pomp 

islike  of  their  rdigious  <^ini(Nis.  and  lustre ;  whilst  the  sea,  which  divided  Bri- 
tain firom  the  continent,  prevented  a  failure 

—  in  that  island  from  being  fc^owed  by  any  con- 
sequences alarming  to  the  body  of  the  empire. 

CHAPTER  in.  A  pretext  was  not  wanting  to  this  war.    The 

maritime  Britains,  while  the  terrour  of  the 

BSPUCTIOK  or  BRITAXK  BT  THE  RO-  R^^^  ^rms  remained  fresh  upon  their  minds, 

^^^^^»  continued  regularly  to  pay  the  tribute  imposed 

OB  death  of  Caesar,  and  the  civil  wars  by  Caesar.    But  the  generation,  which  expe* 

1  easoed,  afforded  foreign  nations  some  rieaced  that  war,  having  passed  away,  that 
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which  succeeded  felt  the  burthen,  but  knew  ment  and  civil  policy  to  concur  with  bis  wB- 

from  rumour  only  the  superiouriiy  which  had  tary  operations.    For  after  he  hid  lettU 

iropoeed  it.    And  being  very  ignorant,  as  of  these  colonies,   considering  with  what  tf 

all  things  else,  so  of  the  true  extent  of  the  ficuliy  any,   and    especially    an  uociriliifl^ 

Roman  power,  they  were  not  afraid  to  pro-  people  are  broke   into  submission  to  a  ibreip 

voke  it  by  discontinuing  tlie  payment  of  the  government,  he  imposed  it  on  some  ef  Ae 

tribute.  ^"^^^^  powerful  of  the  British  natioDB  in  a  mm 

This  gave  occasion  to  the  emperor  Clau-  indirect  manner.  He  placed  them  under  hap 

dius,  ninety-seven  years  after  the  first  expedi-  of  their  own  race ;  and  whilst  he  paid  tUi 

ticn  of  Cssar,  to  invade  Britain  in  person,  compliment  to  their  pride,  he  secured  tbor 

and  with  a  great   army.      But  he,  having  obedience  by  the  interested  6delity  of  a  priM% 

rather  surveyed  than  conducted  the  war,  left  who  knew  that,  as  he  owed  the  beginniig,  m 

in  a  short  time  the  management  of  it  to  hk  he  depended  for  the  duration  of  his  authoritjr, 

legate  Plautius,  who  subdued  wiliiout  much  wholly  upon  their  favour.     Such  was  (hedif 

difficulty   those  countries  which    lay  to  the  nity  and  extent  of  the  Roman  polii^,  that  ik^ 

southward  of  the  Thames,  the  best  cultivated  coukl  number  even  royalty  itself  among  dM 

and  most  accessible  part  of  the  island.    But  instruments  of  servitude, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  rough  inland  countries,        Ostorius  did  not  confine  himself  withia  dN 

the  people  called  Cattivellauni,  made  a  more  boundaries  of  these  rivers.    He  observed  M 

strenuous  opposition.    They  were  under  the  the  Silures,  inhabitants  of  South  Wales, oi 

command  of  Caractacus,  a  chief  of  great  and  of  the  most  martial  tribes  in  Britain,  wen 

just  reno\vn  among  all  the  British  nations,  yet  unhurt  and  almost  untouched  by  war.  Bi 

This  leader  wisely  adjusted  his  conduct  of  could  expect  to  make  no  progress  to  the  DOrth* 

the  war  to  the  circumstances  of  his  savage  ward,  whilst  an  enemy  of  such  importiMi 

subjects  and  his  rude  country.    Plautius  ob-  hung  upon  his  rear  ;  especially  as  ibey  «n( 

tained  no  decisive  advantages  over  him.    He  now  commanded  by  Caractacus,  who  preswn' 

opposed  Ostorius  Scapula,  who  succeeded  that  the  spirit  of  a  prince,  though  he  had  loftt  kil 

general,  with  the  same  bravery,  but  with  un-  dominions ;  and  fled  fi'CNaa  nation  to  aititii 

equal  success.  For  he  was,  after  various  turns  wherever  he    could   find    a   banner  erectd     ^ 

of  fortune,  obliged  to  abandon  his  dominions,  against  tlie  Romans.    His  character  obtaJM' 

vdiich  Ostorius  at  length  subdued  and  disarmed,  him  reception  and  command. 

This  bulwark  of  the  British  freedom  being         Though  the  Silures,  thus  h^uied,  did  0HIJ 

overturned,  Ostorius  was  not  afraid  to  enlarge  thing  that  became  their  martial  repotatkMi 

his  plau.     Not  content  with  disarming  the  both  in  the  choice  and  defen<se  of  their  poihi 

enemies  of  Rome,  he  proceeded  to  the  same  tlie  Romans,  by  their  discipline  and  the  wei^ 

extremities  with  those  nations  who  had  been  and  excellence  of  their  arms,  prevailed  «** 

always  quiet,  and  who,  under  the  name  of  an  the  naked  bravery  of  this  gallant  people,  as' 

alliance,  lay  ripening  for  subjection.     This  defeated  them  in  a  great  b^tle.     Caractac* 

fierce  people,  who  looked  upon  tlieir  arms  as  was  soon  afler  betrayed  into  their  hands,  ail 

their  only  valuable  possessions,  refused  to  sub-  conveyed  to  Rome.    The  merit  of  iheprkontf 

mit  to  terms  as  severe  as  the  most  absolute  was  the  sole  ornament  of  a  triurof^,  celebratad 

conquest  could  impose.     They  imanimously  over  an  indigent  people,  headed  by  a  galltft 

entered  into  a  league  against  the  Romans,  chief.      The  Romans    crowded   eagerly  id 

But  their  confederacy  was  either  not  snf*  behold  the  man,  who  with  inferiour  forces,  9d 

ficiently  strong  or  fortunate,  to  resist  so  able  in  an   obscure  comer  of  the  wocU,  had  si 

a  commander ;  and  only  afibrded  him  an  op-  many  years  stood  up  against  the  weight  d 

portunity,  from  a  more  comprehensive  victory,  their  empire. 

to  extend  the  Roman  province  a  considerable        As  the  arts  of  adulatum  improved  in  propoh 

way  to  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the  tion  as  the  real  grandeur  d  Rome  declioed. 

island.  The  frontiers  of  this  acquisition,  which  tliis  advantage  was  compared  to  the  grettesi 

extended  along  the  rivers  Severn  and  Nen,  he  conquests  in  the  most  flourishin<'  times  of  the 

secured  by  a  chain  of  forts  and  stations:  the  republic ;  and  so  far  as  regarded  the  persooil 

inland  parts  he  quieted  by  the  settlement  of  merit  of  Caractacus,  it  could  not  be  too  highly 

colonies  of  his  veteran  troops  at  Maldon  and  rated.  Being  brought  before  the  emperour,  h» 

Verulam ;  and  such  was  the  beginning  of  those  behaved  with  such  manly  fortitude,  and  spob 

establishments,  which  afterwauds  became  so  of  his  former  actions,  and  his  present  condi- 

numerous  in  Britain.  This  commander  was  the  tioo,  with  so  much  plain  sense  and  unaAds' 

6nt  who  traced  in  this  island  a  plan  of  settle-  dignity,  that  hs  moved  die  oompMum  of  thi 
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',  "^o  remitted  much  of  that  severity  of  the  British  army  were  seen  bands  of  Dndds 

h\ch   the   Romans  formerly  exercised  upon  in  their  most  sacred  habits,  smrounding  the 

%i^r  captives.    Rome  was  now  a  monarchy,  troops,  lifting  their  hands  to  heaven,  devoting 

od  that  fierce  republican  spirit  was  abated,  to  death  their  enemies,  and  animating  their 

i^ch  had  neither  feeling  nor  respect  for  the  disciples  to  religious  phrenzy  by  the  uncouth 

bitracter  of  unfortunate  sovereigns.  ceremonies  of  a  savage  ritual,  and  the  horrid 

trhe  Sihires  were  not  reduced  by  the  loss  o£  .mysteries    of  a  superstition   familiar   with 

'aunactacus,  and  the  great  defeat  they  had  suf-  blood.    The  female  Druids  also  moved  about 

i^ed.   They  resisted  every  measure  offeree  in  a  troubled  order,  their  hair  dishevelled, 

V  artifice   that  could  be  employed  against  theirgarmentstom,  torches  in  their  hands,  and 

l^ena,  mrith  the  most  generous  obstinacy ;  a  with  an  horrour,  increased  by  the  perverted 

<iiolntinn,  in  which  they  were  confirmed  by  jsoAness  of  their  sex,  howled  out  the  same 

f^nae  imprudent  words  of  the  legate  threaten-  curses  and  incantations  with  greater  clamour.* 

pg  to  extirpate,  or  what  appeared  to  them  Astonished  at  this  sight,  the  Romans  for  some 

levrcely  less  dreadful,  to  transplant  their  na-  time  ^either  advanced  nor  returned  the  darts 

Mn.      Their  natural  bravery  thus  hardened  of  the  enemy.    But  at  length  rousing  from 

nto  despair,  and  inhabiting  a  country  very  their  trance,  and  animating  each  other  with 

ilfficult  of  access,  they  presented  an  impene-  the  shame  of  yielding  to   the  impotence  of 

ipcmUe  barrier  to  the  progress  of  that  com-  female  and  fanatical  fury,  they  found  the  re- 

Ler.  Insomuch  that,  wasted  with  continual  sistance  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the 

\,  and  with  the  mortification  to  find  the  horrour  and  solemnity  of  the  preparations. 

of  his  affairs  so  little  answerable  to  the  These  overstrained  efforts  had,  as  frequently 

lour  of  their  beginning,  Ostorius  died  of  happens,  exhausted  the  spirits  of  the  men,  and 

';  and  left  all  things  in  confusion.  stifled   that  ardour   they  were  intended  to 

The  legates,  who  succeeded  to  his  charge,  kindle.    The  Britains  were  defeated ;  and 

dtid   little  more  for  about  sixty  years,  than  Paulinus,  pretending  to  detest  the  barbarity 

Umearo  the  frontiers  of  the  Roman  province,  of  their  superstition,  in  reality  from  the  cru- 

fehit  in  the  beginning  of  Nero's  reign,  the  elty  of  his  own  nature,  and  that  he  might  cut 

GMDaunand  m  Britain  was  devolved  on  Sue-  off  the  occasion  of  future  disturbances,  exer- 

fc*^y"«  Paulinus,  a  soldier  of  merit  and  expe-  cised  the  most  unjustifiable  severities  on  this 

rfence ;  who,  when  he  came  to  view  the  theatre  unfortunate  people .    He  burned  the  Druids  in 

of  his  future  operations,  and  had  well  consi-  their  own  fires ;  and  that  no  retreat  might  be 

dered  the  nature  of  the  country,  discerned  afforded  to  that  order,  their  consecrated  woods 

inridently,  that  the  war  must  of  necessi^  be  were  every  where  destroyed.    Whilst  he  was 

lirotracted  to  a  great  length,  if  he  should  be  occupied  in  this  service,  a  general  rebellion 

QlbHged  to  penetrate  into  every  fastness,  to  broke  out,  which  his  severity  to  the  Druids 

feldiich  the  enemy  retired,  and  to  combat  their  served  rather  to  inflame  than  allay. 
Hjing  parties  one  by  one.  He  therefore  resolv-        From  the  manners  of  the  republic  a  cua- 

^  to  make  such  a  blow  at  the  head,  as  must  tom  had  been  engrafted  into  the  monarchy  of 

Clf  course  disable  all  the  inferiour  members.  Rome,  altogether  unsuitable  to  that  mode  of 

The  island  then  called  Mona,  now  An-  government.  In  the  time  of  the  commonwealth, 

UpAsey,  at  that  time  was  the  principal  residence  those  who  lived  in  a  dependent  and  cliental 

Off  the  Druids.    Here  their  councils  were  held,  relation  on  the  great  men,  used  frequently  to 

Und  their  commands  from  hence  were  dispers-  show  marks  of  their  acknowledgment  by  consi- 

lad   among  all  the  British  nations.    Paidinus         *  mv      •  •       •  _■  /• -. 

2^*   »-     "fe^       J     •      xu-   «u  •   r         •*        J         *  There  is  a  curious  instcmee  of  a  ceremony 

Urc^ed,  m  reducmg  this  then-  favourite  and  ^^  ^^j^  ^^.,  .„  a  fragment  ofm  antient  rI 

ttacred  seat,  to  destroy,-  or  at  least  greatly  to  ^^^  y^ -^        ^^^j^  -^^  ^^  ^^  disagreeabU 

%reaken,  the  body  of  the  Druids ;  and  thereby  to  compare  with  this  part  of  the  British  manners. 
ko  extinguish  the  great  actuating  principle  of        «  JVc  vero  regem  ex  improviso  adoriretuTf 

1^  the  Celtic  people,  and  that  which  was  Ulafus  admoto  saccido  suo  euruUm  quatere 

lyone   capable  of  communicating  order  and  cecity  carmen  simul  magicum  obmurmvrana 

moergy  to  their  operations.  hoc  verborumformtUa  ;  Duriter  increpitur  cum, 

•WTiilst  the  Roman  troops  were  passmg  that  tonitru  ;  stnngant  Cyclopia  tela  ;  injidarU 

•trait,  which  divides  this  island  from  the  con-  manum  Parca    .    .     .      .     ,    acrUer  excv. 

tinent  <^  Britain,  they  halted  on  a  sudden ;  not  P"^  monticoUB  Qenn  plnnmt  «5|«;.^»£^2 

Vr  ^  ju    *u         •*  c  *i,  u  * contundant :  quattant ;  proceUtB 

.checked  by  the  resistance  of  the  enemy,  but disrumlnt  lapides  nain. 

OTwpended  by  a  spectacle  of  an  unusual  and  ^^^  ejus    ....    ^  Hickesii  Thesaur. 

altogether  surprising  nature.    On  every  side  ygj,  3^  p,  14q, 
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derable  bequests  at  their  death.    But  wfaea  priesti ;  fhll  of  presmnptioii,  tamnh,  id  e» 

aO  the  scattered  powen  of  that  state  became  (anaa,  Boadicea  was  at  their  bead  ;a«Mi 

united  in  the  emperoar,  these  legacies  followed  of  masctilioe  spfarit,  but  preci{»taBt,  uAw^ 

the  general  current,  and  flowc»d  in  upon  the  out  any  military  knowledge. 

eommoQ  patron.    In  the  will  of  every  ooosi-         The  event  was  sncfa  as  ini^t  hiTe  bet 

derable  person  be  inherited  with  the  children  expected.    PaulinuSi  baring  eboMoaiA^ 

and  relations,  and  sodi  devises  formed  no  in-  tifln  favourable  to  the  smaflnen  d  l>i>"* 

considerable  part  ofhis  revenue;  a  monstrooi  bers,  and  encouraged  his  troof*  not  to  M    j^ 

practice,  which  let  an  absolute  sovereign  into  a  multitude,  whose  weight  wu  ^Mfl* 

all  the  private  concerns  of  his  subjects  ;  and  only  to  themsdves,  piercing  into  die  Bp 

^ich,  by  giving  the  prince  a  proq>ect  of  one  of  that  disorderly  crowd,  tttex  a  biin  ■ 

day  sharing  in  aJl  the  great  estates,  wheaefer  furious  resi8tance,obtained  a  completeTidi<9> 

he  was  urged  by  avarice  or  necessity,  na-  Ei^ty  thousand  Britains  fell  in  thii  Mk 

turally  pointed  out  a  resource  by  an  antic^-        Paulinos  improved  the  terror  this  A"^ 

tion  always  in  his  power.    This  practice  had  produced,  by  the  onparaQeled  scvhI* 

extended  into  the  provinces.    A  king  of  the  which  he  exercised.    This  m^hodvoudlA' 

Iceni*  had  devised  a  considerable  part  ofhis  bably  have  succeeded  to  subdae,  Vat  tt^" 

substance  to  the  emperour.    But  the  Roman  same  time  to  depopulate  the  nation,  d"* 

procurator,  not  satisfied  with  entering  into  his  loud  complaints  had  not  been  made  itK^ 

master's  portion,  seized  upon  the  rest,  and  of  the  legate's  cruelty  as  procured  hvi^'*' 

pursuing    his   injustice    to  the   most  horri-        Three  successive  legates  carried  o  ■ 

ble   outrages,  publicly  scourged    Boadicea,  affairs  of  Britain,  during  the  latter  ^ " 

queen  to  the  deceased  prince,  and  vidated  his  Nero*s  reign,  and  during  the  tronUei  ^ 

daughters.    These  oruelties,  aggravated  by  sioned  by  the  disputed  succession.   W^ 

the  shame  and  scorn  that  attenided  them ;  the  were  all  of  an  inactive  character.   Tbe^ 

general  severity  of  the  govermnent;  the  taxes,  tory  obtained  by  Paulinus  had  disalikn* 

(new  to  a  barbarous  people,)  laid  on  without  Britains  from  any  new  attempt.    Co^ 

discretion,  extorted  without  mercy,  and  eren  dierefbre,  with  recovering  the  Romas  ^ 

when  respited,  made  utterly  ruiiHMis  by  exor-  vlnce,  these  general*  compounded,  as  it^ 

bitant  usury ;  the  further  mischiefii  they  had  with  Uie  enemy  for  the  rest  of  the  island.  TM 

to  dread,  when  more  completely  reduced ;  all  caressed  the  troops ;  they  indulged  tbtfi 

these,  with  the  absence  of  the  legate  and  the  their  licentiousness ;  and  not  being  of  adr 

army  on  a  remote  expedition,  provoked  all  the  rfurter  to  repress  the  seditions  that  contiM4f 

tribes  of  the  Britains,  provincials,  allies,  ene-  arose,  they  submitted  to  preserve  their  flif% 

mies,  to  a  general  insurrectiop.    The  ooiq-  and  some  shadow  of  authority,  by  sacrifiOl 

mand  of  this  confederacy  was  conferred  on  the  most  material  parts  of  it.    And  thusAi} 

Boadicea,  as  the  first  in  rank  and  resentment  ccmtinued,  soldiers  and  c<Hnmanders,  by  atfl 

of  injuries.    They  began  by  cutting  off  a  <^c<Mnpact,  in  a  common  neglect  of  all  di9 

Roman  legion  :  they  then  fell  upon  the  co-  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  in  the  (kee  i 

lonies  of  Gamolodunum  and  Verulam,  and  a  bold  and  incensed  enemy. 

with  a  barbarous  fury  butchered  the  Rcnnans        But  when  Vespasian  arrived  at  the  bead* 

and  their  adherents  to  the  number  of  seven^  affairs,  he  caused  the  vigour  of  his  gofon 

thousand.  ment  to  be  felt  in  Britain,  as  he  had  done  ipi 

An  end  had  been  now  put  to  the  Roman  the  other  parts  of  the  empire.    He  was  ■ 

power  in  this  island,  if  Paulinus,  with  unex-  afraid  to  receive  great  services.    His  l^t> 

ampled  vigour  and  prudence,  had  not  conduct-  Cerealis  and  Frontinus  reduced  the  Sflv 

ed  his  army  through  the  midat  of  the  enemjr's  and  Brigantes  ;  one  the    most  warlike,  i 

country,  from  Anglesey  to  London.    There  other  the  most  numerous  people  in  tlie  iriw 

uniting  the  soldiers,  that  remained  dispersed  But  its  final  reduction  and  perfect  setdflM 

in  difllbrent  garrisons,  he  formed  an  army  of  was  reserved  for  Julius  Agricola  a  naaiil 

ten  thousand  men,  and  marched  to  attack  the  whom  it  was  a  happiness  for  the  Britaitf  * 

enemy  in  the  height  of  their  success  and  se-  be  conquered.    He  was  endued  with  all  Aa 

curity,    The  army  of  the  Britains  is  sakl  to  bold  and  popular  virtues,  which  would  bti 

have  amounted  to  two  hundred   and  thjr^  given  him  the  first  place  in  the  times  of  i 

thousand ;  but  it  was  ill  composed,  and  with-  free  republic ;  and  he  joined  to  them  afl  A 

out  choice  or  order ;  w(»nen,  boys,  old  ipeQ,  reserve  and  moderation  which  enabled  hSm 

fill  great  offices  with  safe^,  and  made  hia 

*  Inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  food  subject  under  a  jealous  despotism. 
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tigh  the  summer  was  almost  spent  when  cunuutTigation,  in  that  inunatore  state  of  naval 

Lved  in  Britain,  knowing  how  much  the  skilli  of  little  less  fiune  than  a  voyage  roond 

and  success  of  the  firat  strdce  influ-  the  globe  in  the  present  age. 

aiU  subsequent  measures,  he  entered  im-  In  the  interval  between  I]d8  campaigns,  Agri- 

■c^y  mto  action.     After  reducing  some  cola  was  employed  in  the  great  labours  of 

Mona  became  the  principal  object  of  peace.    He  knew  that  the  general  must  be 

ention.    The  cruel  ravages  of  Paulinus  perfected  by  the  legislator ;  and  that  the  coih 

»t  entirely  effaced  the  idea  of  sanctity,  quest  is  neither  permanent  nor  honourable, 

the  Britains,  by  a  long  course  of  here-  which  is  only  an  introduction  to  tyranny.    His 

reverence,  had  annexed  to  that  island,  first  care  was  the  regulation  of  his  househdd. 

Line  once  more  a  place  of  consideration  which,  under  former  legates,  had  been  always 

return  of  the  Druids.  full  of  faction  and  intrigue,  lay  heavy  on  the 

e  Agricola  observed  a  conduct   very  province,  and  was  as  difficult  to  govern.    He 

tit  from  that  of  his  predecessor  Paulinus;  never  suffered  his  private  partialities  to  in- 

Uid,  when  he  had  reduced  it,  was  treat-  trude    into  the  conduct  of  public  business  ; 

ii  great  lenity.    Agricola  was  a  man  nor  in  appointing  to  employments  did  he  per- 

nanity  and  virtue  ;  be  pitied  the  con-  mit  solicitation  to  supply  the  place  of  merit, 

and  respected  the  prejudices  of  the  wisely  sensible  that  a  proper  choice  of  officers 
wed.  This  behaviour  facilitated  the  is  almost  the  whole  of  government. "  He  eased 
>ss  of  his  arms  ;  insomuch  that,  in  less  the  tribute  of  the  province,  not  so  much  by 
Wo  campaigns,  all  the  British  nations,  reducing  it  in  quantity,  as  by  cutting  off*  all 
"tended  in  what  we  now  call  England,  those  vexatious  practices,  which  attended  the 
d  themselves  to  the  Roman  government,  levying  of  it,  far  more  grievous  than  the  im- 
Q  as  they  found  that  peace  was  no  longer  position  itself.  Every  step  in  securing  the 
considered  as  a  dubious  blessing.  Agri-  subjection  of  the  conquered  country  was  attend- 
carefully  secured  the  obedience  of  the  ed  with  the  utmost  care,  in  providing  for  its 
ered  people,  by  building  forts  and  sta-  peace  and  internal  order.  Agricola  recon- 
in  the  most  important  and  commanding  ciled  the  Britains  to  the  Roman  government 
.  Having  taken  these  precautions  for  by  rec<mciling  them  to  the  Roman  manners, 
ng  his  rear,  he  advanced  northward ;  and  He  moulded  that  fierce  nation  by  degrees  to 
tting  into  Caledonia,  as  far  as  the  river  soft  and  social  customs ;  leading  them  imper- 
le  there  built  a  pretentura,or  line  of  forts  ceptibly  into  a  fondness  for  baths,  for  gardens, 
>D  the  two  Friths,  which  are  in  that  for  graind  houses,  and  all  the  commodious 
no  more  than  twenty  miles  asunder,  elegancies  of  a  cultivated  lifo.  He  diffiuied  a 
Demy,  says  Tacitus,  was  removed,  as  grace  and  dignity  over  this  new  luxury  by  the 
e,  into  another  island  ;  and  this  line  introduction  of  literature.  He  invited  instruct* 
>la  seems  to  have  destined  as  the  boun-  ors  in  all  the  arts  and  sciences  fi^m  Rome ; 
'the  empire.  For  though  in  the  follow-  and  he  sent  the  principal  youth  of  Britain  to 
u*  he  carried  his  arms  further,  and,  as  that  city  to  be  educated  at  his  own  expense.  In 
bought,  to  the  foot  of  the  Grampian  short,  he  subdued  the  Britains  by  civilizing 
tins,  and  there  defoated  a  confederate  them ;  and  made  them  exchange  a  savage 
f  the  Caledonians,  headed  by  Galgacus,  liberty  for  a  polite  and  easy  subjection.  His 
heir  most  famous  chiefs,  yet  he  built  no  conduct  is  the  most  perfect  model  for  those  em- 
the  northward  of  this  line  ;  a  measure  ployed  in  the  unhappy,  but  sometimes  neces- 
he  never  omitted,  when  he  intended  to  sary  task  of  subduing  a  rude  and  free  people, 
e  his  conquests.  The  expedition  of  Thus  was  Britain,  after  a  struggle  of  fifty- 
immer  was  probably  designed  only  to  four  years,  entirely  bent  under  the  yoke,  and 

the  Caledonians  from  attempting  any  moulded  into  the  Roman  empire.     How  so 

gainst  this  barrier.    But  he  lefl  them  stubborn  an  opposition  could  have  been  so  long 

ountains,  their  arms,  and  their  liberty ;  maintained  against  the  greatest  power  on  earth, 

r,  perhaps  not  altogether  worthy  of  so  by  a  people  ill  armed,  worse  united,  without 

xxnmander.    He  might  the  more  easily  revenues,  without  discipline,  has  justly  been 

ompleted    the  conquest  of  the  whole  deemed  an  object  of  wonder.     Authors  are 

ly  means  of  the  fleet,  which  he  equip-  generally  contented  with  attributing  it  to  the 

co-operate  with  his  land  forces  in  that  extraordinary  bravery  of  the  antioit  Britains. 

.00.     This  fleet   sailed  quite  round  But  certainly  the  Britains  fought  with  armies 

,  which  had  not  been  before,  by  any  as  brave  as  the  worki  ever  saw,  with  superiou( 

proof,  known  to  bo  an  island  *,  a  cir-  discipline  and  more  plentiful  lesoiuctti* 
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To  account  for  this  opposition,  we  must 
have  recourse  to  the  general  character  of  the 
Roman  politics  at  this  time.     War,  during 
this  period,  was  carried  on  upon  principles 
very  different  from  those  that  actuated  the  re- 
public.    Then  one  uniform  spirit  animated 
one  body  through  whde  ages.    With  whatever 
state  they  were  engaged,  the  war  was  so  pro- 
secuted as  if  the  republic  could  not  subsist,  un- 
less that  particular  enemy  were  totally  destroy- 
ed. But  when  the  Roman  dominion  had  arrived 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  could  well  be  managed, 
and  that  the  ruling  power  had  more  to  fear 
from  disaffection  to  the  government  than  from 
enmity  to  the  empire,  with  regard  to  foreign 
affairs,  common  rules  and  a  moderate  policy 
took  place.    War  became  no  more  than  a  sort 
of  exercise  for  the  Roman  forces.*     Even 
whilst  they  were  declaring  war,  they  looked 
towards  an  accommodation,  and  were  satisfied 
with  reasonable  terms  when  they  concluded  it. 
Their  politics  were  more  like  those  of  the  pre- 
sent powers  of  Europe,  where  kingdoms  seek 
rather  to  spread  their  influence  than  to  extend 
their  dominion;   to  awe  and  weaken  rather 
than  to  destroy.    Under  unactive  and  jealous 
princes,  the  Roman  legates  seldom  dared  to 
push  the  advantages  they  had  gained  far  enough 
to  produce  a  dangerous  reputation.^      They 
wisely  stopped  when  they  came  to  the  verge  of 
popularity.    And  these  emperours  fearing  as 
much  from  the  generals  as  their  generals  fi'om 
them,  such  frequent  changes  were  made  in  the 
command,  that  the  war  was  never  systematically 
carried  on.    Besides,  the  change  of  emperours 
(and  their  reigns  were  not  long)  almost  always 
brought  on  a   change  of  measures;   and  the 
councils  even  of  the  same  reign  were  con- 
tinually fluctuating,  as  opposite  court  factions 
happened  to  prevail] .    Add  to  this,  that  durbg 
the  commotions  which  followed  the  death  of 
Nero,  the  contest  for  the  purple  turned  the 
eyes  of  the  world  from  every  other  object.    All 
persons  of  consequence  interested  themselves 
in  the  success  of  some  of  the  contending  par- 
ties ;  and  the  legates  in  Britain,  suspended  in 
expectation  of  the  issue  of  such  mighty  quar- 
rels, remained  unactive  till  it  could  be  deter- 
mined for  what  master  they  were  to  conquer. 

On  the  side  of  the  Roman  government, 
these  seem  to  have  been  some  of  the  causes 
which  so  long  protracted  the  fate  of  Britam. 

*  Rem  Romanam  hue^  acOietate  glorus  pro^ 
veetunif  id  eaterit  quoque  nationi^  quietem 
vdU.  Tacit.  Annal.  12. 

t  -^"WW  duees^  ubi  impetrando  triunmhali-' 
urn  intigni  si^ffioere  ret  was  crediderantt 
nostem  omitubant.  Tacit.  4.  c.  23. 


Others  arose  from  the  nature  of  the  cwnftj 
itself,  and  from  the  manners  of  itsinhabitan^ 
The  country  was  then  extremdy  voody  w 
full  of  morasses.     There  were  ori|inal^ 
roads.     The  motion  of  armies  was  tketw 
difficult,  and  communication  in  many  cases nft- 
practicable.     There  were  no  cities,  no  to«*i 
no  places  of  cant(mment  for  soldiers;  sow 
the  Roman  forces  were  obliged  to  coW  '* 
the  field  late,  and  to  leave  it  early  in  the** 
son.    They  had  no  means  to  awe  the  e»*^ 
and  to  prevent  their  machinalioQS  doring* 
winter.    Every  campaign  they  had  neailj  ■• 
same  work  to  begin.    When  a  civiiiiei  * 
tion  suffers  some  great  defeat,  and  los^'^'f! 
place  critically  situated,  such  is  the  oH** 
dependence  of  the  several  parts  by  comnH^ 
and  by  the  orders  of  a  well  regulated  conn^ 
nity,  that  the  whole  is  easily  secured.  AVlp 
continued  state  of  war  is  unnatural  to  #» 
a  nation.    They  abound  with  artizans,  t» 
traders,  and  a  number  of  settled  and  mivtt 
like  people,  who  are  less  disturbed  in  w 
ordinary  course  by  submitting  to  ahoosti^ 
power,  than  in  a  long  opposition;  and  as W 
character  diffuses  itself  through  the  wbde*^ 
tion,  they  find  it  impossible  to  carry  od  t^ 
when  they  are  deprived  of  the  usual  resoaai> 

But  in  a  country  like  antient  Britain,  ita* 
are  as  many  soldiers  as  inhabitants.  ^ 
unite  and  disperse  with  ease.  They  reqan 
no  pay  nor  formal  subsistence  ;  and  the  fairf' 
ships  of  an  irregular  war  are  not  very  reflitt 
from  their  ordinary  course  of  life.  Yktorii 
are  easily  obtained  over  such  a  rude  p«^. 
but  they  are  rarely  decisive ;  and  the  final  fl* 
quest  becomes  a  w<^k  dt  time  and  patieM 
All  that  can  be  done  is  to  facilitate  eoatn 
nication  by  roads;  and  to  secure  theprinofi 
avenues,  and  the  most  remarkable  po^oii 
navigable  rivers,  by  forts  and  stations.  T 
conquer  the  people,  you  must  subdue  dw  ■ 
ture  of  the  country.  -The  Romans  at  Im^ 
effected  this ;  but  until  this  was  done,  thi 
never  were  able  to  make  a  perfect  conqiieA 

I  shall  now  add  something  conceminf  i 
government  the  Romans  settled  here,  an  ( 
those  methods  which  they  used  to  preserve  A 
conquered  people  under  an  entire  subjefldi 
Those  nations,  who  had  either  passivdyft 
mitted,  or  had  been  instrumental  in  the  ei 
quest  of  their  fellow  Britains,  were  digaiii 
with  the  title  of  allies ;  and  thereby  pi  nam 
their  possessions,  laws  and  magistrates:  ^ 
were  subject  to  no  kind  of  diai^  or  triW 
But  as  their  league  was  not  equal,  and  tt 
they  were  under  the  protection  of  a  supM 
power,  they  were  entirely  divested  of  ths  ri| 
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ILyy  "nd  peace;  and  in  many  cases  an  But,  like  all  the  Roman  institatioM,  it  operated 

Zf**  ^y  to  Rome  in  coosequence  of  their  strongly  towards  its  principal  purpose,  the  se- 

-•    wj^ifr***^  ""^^  dependent  situation.     This  curity  of  dominion;  which  is  by  nothing  so 

,^^^  lightest  species  of  subjection ;  and  it  much  exposed,  as  the  factions  and  competi- 

1^  8*neraJly  no  more  than  a  step  prepara-  tions  of  the  officers,  when  the  governing  party 

T*If  *  ®*'i*'*®''  government.  itself  gives  the  first  example  of  disobedience. 

iriBn!^  *^ondition  of  those  towns  and  commu-  On.  the  overthrow  of  the  commonwealth,  a 

^tt^i'  ^^***  municipia,  by  their  being  more  remarkable  revolution  ensued  in  the  power  and 

fctoSL^^*®^  to  the  greater  state,  seemed  to  the  subordination  of  these  magistrates.    For 

^T^ke  a  degree  less  rf  independence.    They  as  the  prince  came  alone  to  possess  all,  thai- 

litoi*j*^      citizens  of  Rome;  but  whatever  was,  by  a  proper  title,  either  imperial  or  [»»- 

'^'^'^racted  from  their  anlient  liberty  was  torial  authority,  the  antient  praetors  dwindled 

^^^•oaated  by  a  more  or  less  complete  pos-  into  his  legates ;  by  which  the  splendour  and 

Sw*  ^  ^®  privileges  which  constituted  a  importance  of  that  dignity  were  much  dimi- 

l^l^y^^P  citjr,  according  to  the  merits   which  nished.    The  business  of  the  qinestor  at  tbia 

7^  piocured  their  adoption.     These  cities  time  seems  to  have  been  transferred  to  the 

^^B  models  of  Rome  in  little ;  their  courts  emperour's  procurator.      The  whole  of  tha 

^d  magistrates  were  the  same ;  and  though  public  revenue  became  part  of  the  fisc,  and 

r^  were  at  liberty  to  retain  their  old  laws,  was  considered  as  the  private  estate  of  the 

^d  to  make  new  at  their  pleasure,  they  com-  prince.    But  tlie  old  office  under  this  new  ap- 

^^^^  conformed  to  those  of  Rome.      The  pellation  rose  in  proportion  as  the  prsetorahip 

^^Umidpia  were  not  subject  to  tribute.  had  declined.    For  the  procurator  seems   ta 

^  When  a  whole  people  had  resisted   the  have  drawn  to  himself  the  cognizance  of  afl 

'^emao  power  with  great  obstinacy,  had  dis-  civil,  while  capital  cases  alone  were  reserved 

Mayad  a  readiness  to  revolt  upon  every  occa-  for  tlie  judgment  of  the  legate.*    And  though 

^toD,  and  had  frequently  broken  their  fiiith,  his  power  was  at  first  restrained  within  narrow 

^Oey  were  reduced  into,  what  the  Romans  bounds,  and  all  his  judgments  were  subject  to 

^^led,  the  (ona  of  a  province :  that  is,  they  a  review  and  reversal  by  the  praetor  and  the 

HM  their  laws,  their  liberties,  their  magistrates;  senate,  he  gradually  grew  into  independencu 

^hej  forfeited  the  greatest  part  of  their  lands ;  of  both,  and  was  at  length  by  Claudius  inveet- 

^nd  they  paid  a  heavy  tribute  for  what  Uiey  od  with  a  jurisdiction  absolutely  uncontrout 

^irere  permitted  to  retain.  able.  Two  causes,  I  imagine,  joined  to  pro- 

In  these  provinces,  the  supreme  government  duce  this  change :  first,  the  sword  was  in  the 

>raa  in  the  prtBtor,  sent  by  the  senate ;  who  hands  of  the  legate ;  the  policy  of  the  empe- 

Qommanded  the  army,  and  in  his  own  person  rours,  in  order  to  balance  this  dangerous  acH 

^zercised   the  judicial  power.     Where  the  thority,  thought  too  much  weight  could  not  bo 

«l^re  of  his  government  was  large,  he  deput-  thrown  into  the  scale  of  the  procurator ;  se- 

«d  hia  legates  to  that  empl<^ment,  who  judged  condly,  as  the  government  was  now  enfiroiy 

iUM»>rding  to  the  standing  laws  of  Uie  republic,  despotical,  a  connection  between  the  inferiour 

^ded  by  those  occasional  declarations  of  law  officers  of  the  empire  and  the  senate,f  was 

called  the  praetorial  edicts.    The  care  of  the  found  to  shock  the  reason  of  that  absolute  mode 

reTenue  was  in  the  qiuBttar,    Ho  was  appoint-  of  government,  which  extends  the  sovereign 

«d  to  that  office  in  Rome ;  but  when  he  acted  power  in  all  its  fulness  to  every  <^cer  in  bis 

in  a  judicial  capacity,  it  was  always  by  com-  own  district,  and  renders  him  accountable  to 

mission  from  the  pralor  of  the  province.*  his  master  alone  for  the  abuse  of  it. 

Between  these  magistrates,  and  all   others.  The  veteran  soldiers  were  always  tliou^t 

who  had  any  share  in  the  provincial  govern-  entitled  to  a  settlement  in  the  country,  which 

ment,  the  Roman  manners  had  established  a  had  been  subdued  by  their  valour.  The  whole 

kind  of  sacred  relation,  as  inviolable  as  that  of  legicxi,  with  the  tribunes,  the  centurions,  and 

bIood.t     AH  the  officers  were  taught  to  look  up  all  the  subcu'dinate  officers,  were  seated  on  an 

to  the  praltor  as  their  father,  and  to  regard  each  allotted  portion  of  the  conquered  lands,  whicJi 

other  as  brethren ;   a  firm  and  useful  bond  c^ 

concord  in  a  virtuous  administration ;  a  danger-  *  Duolma  insuper  in  aermendum  tyrannu  ; 

ous  and  oppressive  combination  in  a  bad  one.  qwrum  legatusin  sauguinem,  procurator  in 

bona  KBVtret,    Tacit.  Aimal.  12,  c.  60. 
t  iVe  principcUtu  vin  resolveret^  cuneta  ad 

1^  Sigonii  de  anHffuo  jwn  nrovtncMriMR,  aencUum  vocotndo ;  earn  conditionem  esse  tmm 

%  I.  9c  '2.  perandi,  ut  non  aliter  ratio  constet^  quam  si 

•f  Cic-  InVerrem,  1.  uni  reddatur.    Tacit.  Anna!.  1. 
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wen  diftributad  among  them  according  to  their  Aa  they  had  framed  the  acdoo  de 

rank.    These  colonies  were  disposed  through-  r^peftffuiM  against  the  avarice  and  rmpsd^rf 

out  the  conquered  coontryi  so  as  to  sustain  the  provincial  govemours,  they  made  at  laa|i 

each  other ;  to  sorround  the  possessions  that  a  law,*  which,  one  may  say,  was  agaiutdiiir 

were  left  to  the  conquered ;  to  mix  with  the  virtues.    For  they  prohibited  them  fron  n* 

municipia  or  free  towns,  and  to  over-awe  the  ceiving  addresses  of  thanks  on  their  adminr 

allies.    Rome  extended  herself  by  her  colo-  tration,  or  any  other  public  mark  of  acfaMVi 

nies  into  every  part  of  her  empire,  and  was  ledgment,  lest  they  should  come  to  tbiidi  dal 

every  where  present.     I  speak  here  <Hily  of  their  merit  or  demerit  consisted  in  ths  pak 

the  military    colonies,  because  no  other,   1  or  31  opinion  of  the  people,  over  whoa  Ifacy 

imagine,  were  ever  settled  in  Britain.  ruled.    They  dreaded  either  a  rebxatiaa  d 

liiere  were  few  countries  of  any  consider-  government,  or  a  dangerous  infloeoce  in  thi 

able  extent,  in  which  all  these  different  modes  legate,  from  the  exertion  of  an  bomsni^  lot 

of  government,  and  different  shades  and  gra-  pt^ar. 

dations  of  servitude  did  not  exist  together.  These  are  some  of  the  civil  and  poiitietl 

There  were  allies,  municipia,  provinces,  and  methods,   by  which  the  Romans  hdd  thdr 

oolonies   in  this  island  as    elsewhere ;   and  dominion  over  conquered  nations ;  but  evea  ii 

those  dissimilar  parts,  far  from  being  discor-  peace,  they  kept  up  a  great  military  eataUiib> 

dant,  united  to  make  a  firee  and  compact  body,  ment.    They  looked  upon  the  interiourcoaitiy 

the  motion  of  any  member  of  whidi  could  only  to   be  sufficiently  secured  by  the  coi6oi«: 

serve  to  confirm  and  establish  the  whole ;  and  their  forces  were  therefore  generaUy  qositer' 

when  time  was  given   to  this  structure  to  ed  on  the  frontiers.    There  they  had  tkir 

coalesce  and  settle,  it  was  found  impossible  to  sfetftoa,  or  stations ;  which  were  stioaf  vt- 

break  any  part  of  it  from  the  empire.  trenched  camps,  many  of  them  fitted  evea  for 

By  degrees  the  several  parts  blended  and  a  winter  residence.    The  communicatioB  bs* 

softened  into  one  another.     And  as  the  re-  tween  these   camps,   the   cokmies,  and  d» 

merobrance  of  enmity  on  the  (me  hand  wore  municipal  towns,  was  formed  by  great  rosdii 

away  by  time,  so  on  the  other  the  privileges  which  they  called  military  ways.    The  tm 

of  the  Roman  citizens  at  length  became  less  principal  6[  these  ran,  in  almost  strait  HbMi 

valuable.    When  nothing  throughout  so  vast  the  whole  length  of  England  firum  north  t» 

an  extent  of  the  globe  was  of  consideration  south.    Two   others    intersected  them  fttm 

but  a  single  man,  there  was  ne  reason  to  make  east  to  west.    The  remains  show  them  It 

any  distinction  among  has  siAjects.     Clau-  have  been  in  their  perfection  noUe  worics,  ii 

dius  first  gave  the  full  rights  of  the  ci^  to  all  all  respects  worthy  the  Roman  military  pr» 

the  Gauls.    Under  Antonmus  Rome  opened  dence,  and  the  majesty  of  the  empire.    Thi 

her  gates  still  wider.    AU  the  subjects  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  caHed  them  streets.!    Of  al 

empire  were  made  partakers  of  the  same  com-  the  Roman  works,  they  respected,  and  kepi 

mon  rights.    The  provincials  flodied  in ;  even  up  these  alone.    They  regarded  them  with  a 

■laves  were  no  sooner  enfranchised,  than  they  aort  of  sacred  reverence,  granting  them  a  peea* 

were  advanced  to  the  highest  posts ;  and  the  liar  protection  and  great  immunities.    TboM 

plan  of  comprehension,  whidi  had  overturned  who  travelled  on  them,  were  privileged  fron 

the  refMiblK,  strengthened  the  monarchy.  arrests  in  ^  civil  suits. 

Before  the  partitions  were  thus  broken  down,  As  the  general  character  of  the   Roana 

in  order  to  support  the  empire  and  to  prevent  government  was  hard  and  austere,  it  wu  par* 

commotions,  they  had  a  custom  of  sending  ticularly  so  in  what  regarded  the  rereaoe. 

spies  into  aiU  the  provinces ;  where,  if  they  This  revenue  was  either  fixed  or  occasioBaL 

discovered  any  provincial  laying  himself  out  The  fixed  consisted,  first  of  an  annual  tax  ai 

for  popularity,  they  were  sure  of  finding  means,  persons    and   land;   but  in  what  proportiaB 

for  they  scrupled  none  to  repress  him.    It  was  to  the  fortunes  of  the  one,  or  the  value  of  dw 

not  only  the  jrolor  with  his  train  of  lictors  and  other,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  Next 

apparitors,  the  rods  and  the  axes,  and  all  the  was  the  imposition  called  deeuniMy  which  eon* 

insolent  parade  of  a  conquerour's  jurisdiction ;  sisted  of  a  tenUi,  and  often  a  greater  portioB  d 

every  private  Roman  seemed  a  kind  of  magis-  the  com  of  the  province,  which  was  gsneraBy 

trate  r  they  took  cognizance  of  all  their  words  deUverad  in  kind.    Of  aU  other  produBts  a  fi^ 
and  actions ;  and  hourfy  Reminded  them  of  that 

jealous  and  stem  authority,  so  vigilant  to  dis-  ^  -,^^.    .^^^.  i  i*  ^  «i   «« 

v__       J                    *          •  u  4X.     V  V.A  ^  *  Tacit.  Annal. !.  15.ic.  5H,  519. 

cover,  and  so  severe  to  pwush  the  shghtest  |  The  four  roads  they  called  Watllng-stwai. 

4leviatiom  from  obedience.  Ikenlld-street,  Ermin-street,  aad  tka  Fossaway. 
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After  this  tenth  had  been  exacted  they  were  in  a  condition  both  to  prescribe  the 
i  thie  com,  they  were  obliged  to  sell  another  terms  of  the  loan,  and  to  enforce  the  payment. 
nth,  or  a  more  considerable  part,  to  the  prtB-  The  provinces  groaned  at  once  under  all  the 
r  at  a  price  estimated  by  himself.  Even  severity  ofpublic  imposition,  and  the  rapacious- 
hat  remained  was  still  subject  to  be  bought  ness  of  private  usury.  They  were  overrun 
B  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  pleasure  of  by  publicans,  farmers  of  the  taxes,  agents, 
m  same  magistrate ;  who,  independent  of  confiscators,  usurers,  bankers,  those  numerous 
lese  taxes  and  purchases,  received  for  the  use  and  insatiable  bodies,  which  always  iBourish  in 
fhis  household  a  large  portion  of  the  corn  of  a  burthened  and  complicated  revenue.  In  a 
he  province.  The  most  valuable  of  the  pas-  word,  the  taxes  in  the  Roman  empire  were  so 
ore  grounds  were  also  reserved  to  the  public ;  heavy,  and  in  many  respects  so  injudiciously 
nd  a  considerable  revenue  was  thence  deriv-  laid  on,  that  they  have  been  not  improperly 
d^whicdi  they  called  ScHptura.  The  state  made  considered  as  one  cause  of  its  decay  and  ruin, 
k  monopoly  of  almost  the  whole  produce  of  the  The  Roman  government,  to  the  very  last, 
ukI,  which  paid  several  taxes,  and  was  further  carried  something  of  the  spirit  of  conquest  in 
nhanced  by  passing  through  several  hands,  it ;  and  this  system  of  taxes  seem  rather  calcu- 
lefore  it  came  to  popular  consumption.  lated  for  the  utter  impoverishment  of  nations, 
*Fhe  third  great  branch  of  the  Roman  re-  in  whom  a  long  subjection  had  n<^t  worn  away 
renue  was  the  portorium;  which  did  not  differ  the  remembrance  of  enmity,  than  for  the  sup- 
irom  those  impositions  which  we  now  call  cus-  port  of  a  just  commonwealth. 
and  duties  of  export  and  import. 


This   was   the  ordinary  revenue;   beside  ' 
iriiich,  there  were  occasional  impositions  for 

riiippiog,  for  military  stores  and  (nrovisions,  CHAPTER  IV. 
and  fix*  defraying  the  expense  of  the  pratar  and 

bie  legates  on  the  various  circuits  they  made  the  fall  of  the  homan  powea  ih 

Bn"  the  administration  of  the  province.    This  B&iTAiir. 
last  charge  became  frequently  a  means  of  great 

oppression ;  and  several  ways  were  from  time  Aftbb  the  period    which    we   have  jurt 

m  time  attempted,  but  with  little  efiect,  to  con-  closed,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  affairs  of 

fine    it  within  reasonable  bounds.'*'     Among  Britain,  until  the  reign  of  Adrian.    At  that 

the  extraordinary  impositions  must  be  reckoned  time  was  wrought  the  first  remarkable  change 

the  obligation  they  laid  on  the  provincials  to  in  ihe  exteriour  policy  of  Rome.    Although 

labour  at  the  pubUc  works,  after  the  manner  some  of  the  vmperours  contented  themselves 

of  v^uu  the  French  call  the  &>rvwj  and  we  with  those  limits,  which  they  found  at  their 

term  statute  labour.  accession,  none  before  this  prince  had  actually 

As  the  provinces,  burthened  by  the  ordinary  contracted  the  boimds  of  the  empire.     For 

diarges,  were  often  in  no  condition  of  levying  being  more  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the 

these  occasional  taxes,  they  were  obliged  to  countries,  that  composed  it,  than  any  of  his 

borrow  at  interest.    Interest  was  then  to  com-  predecessors,  what  was  strong  and  what  weak, 

monities  at  the  same  exorbitant  rate  as  to  in-  and  having  formed  to  himself  a  plan  wholly 

dividuals.    No  province  was  free  from  a  most  defensive,   he   purposely  abandoned   several 

onerous  public  debt ;  and  that  debt  was  far  large  tracts  of  territory,  that  he  might  r^Mler 

licom  operating  like  the  same  engagement  con-  what  remained  more  solid  and  compact, 

tracted  in  modem  states  ;  by  which,  as  the  This  plan  particularly  affected  Britain.   AH 

creditor  is  thrown  into  the  power  of  the  debtor,  the  conquests  of  Agricola  to  the  northward  of 

ihey  often  add  considerably  to  their  strength,  the  Tyne  were  relinquished ;  and  a  strong  ram- 

and   to  the  number  and  attachment  of  their  part  was  built  from  the  mouth  of  that  river,  on 

dependents.    The  prince  in  this  latter  case  the  east,  to  Solway  frith  on  the  Irish  sea ;  a 

borrows  from  the  subject,  or  from  a  stranger,  length  of  about  eighty  miles.    But  in  the  reign 

The  one  becomes  more  a  sul^ect,  and  the  of  his  successor,  Antoninus  Pius,  other  reason- 

odier   less  a  stranger.    But  in  the  Roman  ings  prevailed,  and  other  measures  were  puiw 

provinces,  the  subject  borrowed  from  his  mas-  sued.    The  legate,  who  then  commanded  in 

tor,  and  he  thereby  doubled  his  slavery.    The  Britain,  concluding  that  the  Caledonians  would 

orergrown  favourites  and  wealthy  nobility  of  construe  the  defensive  policy  of  Adrian  into 

Rome  advam^  money  to  the  provincials ;  and  fear,  that  they  would  naturally  grow  more  nu- 
merous in  a  larger  territory,  and  more  haughty 

*  Cod.  lib.  XII.  tiu  LXn.  when  they  saw  it  abandoned  to  thsm,  tfaie 
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frooUer  was  again  adraiiced  to  Aipicola's  from  his  death  there  is  an  ahnost  total  BileBBl  |^ 

■eoood  line,  which  extended  between  the  friths  concerning   the  affairs  of  Britain  imtil  tb 

of  Forth  and  Clyde,  and  the  statioot,  which  division  of  the  empire, 
had  been  established  by  that  general,  were         Had  the  unwiddj  mass  of  that  orergron 

connected  with  a  continued  walL  dominion  been  efiectively  divided,  and  diviM 

From  this  time  those  walls  became  the  into  large  portions,  each  forming  a  state  acpi- 

princifial  object  in  the  British  history.    The  rate  and  absolutely  independent,  the  sdM* 

Caledonians,  or  (as  they  are  called)  the  Picts,  had  been  far  more  perfect.    Though  the  <» 

made  very  frequent,  and  sometimes  successful  pire  had  perished,  these   states  might  bm 

attempts  upon  this  barrier,  taking  advantage  subsisted ;  and  they  might  have  made  a  fir 

more  particularly  of  every  change  in  govern-  better  opposition  to  the  inroads  of  the  btili> 

ment,  whilst  tiie  soldiery,  throughout  the  em-  rians,  even  than  the  whole  united ;  since  eatk 

pire,  were  more  intent  upon  the  choice  of  a  nation  would  have  its  own  strength  solelr  c» 

master  than  tlie  motions  dfan  enemy.    In  this  ployed  in  resisting  its  own  [larticniar  enemiei. 

dubious  state  of  unquiet  peace  and  unproeecut-  For    notwithstanding    the    resources,  wfaiek 

ed  war  the  province  continued,  until  Sevens  might  have  been  expected  from  the  enlireBM 

came  to  the  purple ;  who,  6nding  that  Britain  of  so  great  a  body,  it  is  dear,  from  history,  dM 

had  grown  into  one  of  the  most  considerable  the  Romans  were  never  able  to  empby  widi 

provinces  of  the  empire,  and  was  at  the  same  effect,  and  at  the  same  tim^,  above  two  armio; 

time  in  a  dangerous  situation,  resolved  to  visit  and  that,  on  the  whole,  they  were  very  imeqoil 

that  island  in  person,  and  to  provide  for  its  to  the  defence  of  a  fitrntier  of  many  thoonod 

security.    He  led  a  vast  army  into  the  wilds  miles  in  circuit. 

of  Caledonia;  and  was  the  first  of  the  Romans,        But  the  sdieme  which  was  pursued,  d* 

who  penetrated  to  the  most  northern  boioid&ry  sdieme  of  joint  emperours,  holding  by  a  co» 

of  this  island.     The  natives,  defeated  in  some  mon  title,  each  governing  his  proper  territoiyi 

engagements,  and  wholly  unable  to  resist  so  but  not  whoHy  without  authority  in  the  odw 

great  and  determined  a  power,  were  obliged  portions,  this  formed  a  species  of  goremneft, 

to  submit  to  such  a  peace  as  the  emperour  of  which  it  is  hard  to  conceive  any  just  idei. 

thought  proper  tu  impose.    Contenting  himself  It  was  a  government  in  continual  flnctnlioi 

with  a  submission,  always  cheaply  won  from  frxxn  one  to  many,  and  from  many  again  to  a 

a  barbarous  people,  and  never  kog  regarded,  single  hand.    Eadi  state  did  not  subsist  kag 

Severus  made  no  sort  of  military  establisb-  enough  independent,  to  &1I  into  those  ordoi 

ment  in  that  country.    On  the  contrary,  he  and  connected  classes  of  men,  that  are  oece^ 

abandoned  the  advanced  work  which  had  been  sary  to  a  regular  conmionwealdi ;  nor  had  th«y 

raised  in  tiie  reign  of  Antoninus;  and  limiting  time  to  grow  into  those  virtuous  partiali(ie*i 

himself  by  the  plan  of  Adrian,  he  either  buUk  from  whidi  nations  derive  the  first  princ^  of 

a  new  wall  near  the  former,  or  he  added  to  the  their  stabili^. 

work  of  that  emperour  stxh  considerable  Im-        The  events  vrfiich  follow  sufficiently  iDV' 

provements  and  repairs,  that  it  has  since  been  trate  these  reflections ;  and  vrill  show  the  ret- 

called  the  wall  of  Severas.  son  of  introducing  them  in  this  place,  wilk 

Severus  with  great  labour  and  charge  terri-  regard  to  the  empire  in  general,  and  to  Britaii    | 

fied  the  Caledonians ;  but  he  did  not  subdue  more  partictdarly. 

them.    He  neglected  those  easy  and  assured        In  the  division  whidi  Dioclesian  first  made 

means  of  subjection,  which  the  nature  of  that  of  the  Roman  territory,  the  western  provioeea) 

part  of  Britain  afiMs  to  a  power,  master  of  in  which  Britain  was  included,  fell  to  Bla» 

the  sea,  by  the  bays,  firiths,  and  lakes,  with  mian.    It  was  during  his  reign  that  Britaia, 

which  it  is  every  where  pierced,  and  in  some  by  an  extraordinary  revolution,  was  for  soaN 

places  almost  cut  through.     A  few  garrisons  time  entirely  separated  from  the  body  of  the 

at  the  necks  of  land,  and  a  fleet  to  connect  theni|  empire.    Carausius,  a  man  of  obscure  Mrthj 

and  to  awe  the  coast,  must  at  any  time  have  and  a  barbarian  (for  now  not  only  the  aroiyi 

been  suflicient  irrecoverably  to  subdue  diat  but  the  senate  was  filled  with  foreigners)  bad 

part  of  Britain.    This  was  a  neglect  in  Ag-  obtained  the  government  of  Bdogne.    Hewai 

ricohi  occasioned  (Mrobably  by  a  limited  com-  also  entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  fbaet  at** 

Band;  and  it  was  not  rectified  by  boundless  tinned  in  that  part,  to  oppose  the  SaaoaipirateSi 

anfliority  in  Severus.   The  Caledonians  again  who  then  began  cruetty  to  infest  the  noitb-weiA 

resumed  their  anm,  and   renewed  their  ra-  parts  of  Glaul,  and  the  opposite  shore  of  BA' 

▼ages  on  the  Roman  frontier.    Severus  died  tain.     But  Carausius  made  use  of  tfaepoww 

befera  be  could  tike  any  new  Beamres;  md  with  which  he  had  been  enlnMled}  not  fonHk 
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Mi  luptirewi  the  pirates,  as  to  aggrandize  him-  had  been  long  worn  out ;  and  the  want  of  it  was 
m1£     He  even  permitted  their  depredations,  not  supplied  by  that  punctilio  of  honour  and 
lat  he  might  intercept  them  on  their  return,  lojralty,  which  is  the  support  of  modem  armies. 
ind  enrich  himself  with  the  retaken  plunder.  Carausius  was  assassinated,  and  succeeded  in 
By  sdch  methods  he  acquired  immense  wealth,  his  kingdom,  by  Ale<:tus,  the  captain  of  his 
PVhieh  he  distributed  with  so  politic  a  bounty  guards.    But  the  murderer,  who  did  not  pos- 
faiong  the  seamen  of  his  fleet,  and  the  legions  sess  abilities  to  support  the  power  he  had  ac- 
M  Britain,  that  l^  degrees  he  disposed  both  quired  by  his  crimes,  was  in  a  short  time 
lie  one  and  the  other  to  a  revolt  in  his  favour,  defeated,  and  in  his  turn  put  to   death  by 
As  there  were,  then  no  settled   principles  Constantius  Clorus.     In  about  three  years 
ridier  of  succession  or  election  in  the  empire,  from  the  death  of  Carausius,  Britain,  ai^er  a 
ind  all  depended  on  the  uncertain  faith  of  the  ^ort  experiment  of  independency,  was  again 
vmy,  Carausius  made  his  attempt  perhaps  united  to  the  body  of  the  empire. 
Mith  the  less. guilt,  and  found  the  less  difficulty  Constantius,  after  he  came  to  the  purple^ 
in  prevailing  upon  the  provincial  Britains  to  chose  this  island  for  his  residence.    Many 
MriMnlt  to  a  sovereignty  which  seemed  to  rcr-  authors  affirm  that  his  wife  Helena  was  a  Bri- 
lect  a  sort  of  dignity  on  diemselves.    In  this  tain.     Lt  is  more  certain  that  his  son  Constan- 
iriand  he  established  the  seat  of  his  new  do-  tine  the  Great  was  bom  here,  and  enabled  to 
minion;  but  he  kept  up  and  augmented  his  succeed  his  father  principally  by  the  helps 
leet,  by  which  he  preserved  his  ccmimunica-  which  he  derived  from  Britain. 
lion  with  his  old  government,  and  commanded  Under  the  reign  of  this  great  prince  there 
the  intermediate  seas.  He  entered  into  a  close  was  an  almost  total  revolution  in  the  intemal 
■Uiance  widi  the  Saxons  and  Frisians,  by  policy  of  the  empire.    This  was  the  third  ro- 
nrhich  he  at  once  preserved  his  own  island  mariiable  change  in  the  Romaki  government 
fitMn  their  depredations,  and  rendered  his  mari-  since  the  dissolution  of  the  commonwealth. 
time  power  irresistible.  He  humbled  the  Picts  The  first  was  that  by  which  Antoninus  had 
bj  Btfter^  defeats;  he  repaired  the  flintier  taken  away  the  distinctions  of  iho  municipium, 
trail,  and  supplied  it  with  good  garrisons.    He  province,  and  colony,  communicating  to  every 
UMule  eeveraj  roads  equal  to  the  works  of  the  part  of  the  empire  those  privileges,  which  had 
greatest  wnperours.    He  cut  canals  wiUi  vast  fi>rmerly  distinguished   a  citizen   of  Rome. 
labotir  and  expense  through  all  the  low  eastern  Thus  the  wh<^e  government  was  cast  into  a 
parts  of  Britain ;  at  the  same  time  draining  more  uniform  and  simple  frame,  and  every 
thoae  fenny  countries  and  promoting  communi-  mark  of  conquest  was  finally  effeced.    The 
cation  and  commerce.    On  these  canals  he  second  alteratk>n  was  the  division  of  the  em- 
imilt  several  cities.    Whilst  he  thus  laboured  pire  by  Dioclesian.    The  third  was  the  change 
to  promote  die   intemal  strength  and  happi-  made  in  the  great  offices  of  the  state,  and  the 
ness  of  his  kingdom,  he  contended  with  so  revolution  in  religion  wider  Constantino. 
much  success  against  his  former  masters,  that  The  prafscH  praicno,  who,  like  tite  com- 
dwy  were  at  length  obliged  not  only  to  relin-  nianders  of  the  Janissaries  of  the  Port,  by  their 
qnish  their  right  to  his  acquisition,  but  to  ad-  ambition  and  tuirbulence   had  kept   the   go- 
nit  him  to  a  participation  of  the  imperial  tides,  verament  in  continual  ferment,  were  reduced 
He  reigned  after  this  for  seven  years,  prosper-  by  the  happiest  art  imaginable.     Their  num- 
ooriy  and  with  great  glory ;  because  he  wisely  her,  only  two  originally,  was  increased   to 
set  bounds  to  his  ambiticm,  and  contented  him-  four;  by  which  their  power  was  balanced  and 
self  witii  the  possession  of  a  great  country,  broken.  Their  authority  was  not  lessened,  but 
detached  firom    the  rest  <^  die  world,  and  its  nature  was  totally  changed ;  for  it  became 
therefore  easily  defended.    Had  he  lived  long  from  that  time  a  digni^  and  office  merely  civil. 
SBOO^,  and  pursued  this  plan  with  consis-  The  whole  empire  was  divided  into  four  de- 
tsncy,  Britain,  in  all  prohability,  might  then  partmeiits  under    these  four    officers.     The 
hare  become  and  might  have  aflerwards  been  subordinate  districts  were  governed  by  their 
an  independent  and  powerful   kingdom,  in-  vicarii ;  and  Britain  accordingly  was  under  a 
stnicted  in  the  Roman  arts,  and  fi-eed  from  vicar,  subject  to  the  prsefectus  preetorio  of  GauL 
their  dominion.  But  the  same  distemper  of  the  The  military  was  divided  nearly  in  the  same 
slate,  vriiich  had  raised  Carausius  to  power,  manner ;  smd  it  was  placed  under  officers  also 
did  not  sofier  him  k>ng  to  enjoy  it.    The  Ro-  of  a  new  creation,  the  magittri  mUiiuB,    Im- 
nan  toUiary  at  that  time  was  wholly  destitute  mediately  under  these  were  the  duces,  and 
of  militarf  principie.   That  religious  regaird  to  under  those  the  covrnfes,  dukes  and  oouata, 
tMr  oatk^lne  great  botii«C  sntieRtdisinpline,  titles  unknown  in  the  time  of  the  republic,  or 
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in  the  h^ber  empire ;  but  afterwards  they  The  empiEe  wis  periifain|r  hf  Ae  fkei  of  ill 

•ztended  beyond   the  Roman  territory,  and  constitution. 

having  been  conferred  by  the  northern  nations  Each  province  was  then  possesMd  \j  ibt 

upon  their  leaders,  they  subsist  to  this  day,  and  inconsiderate  ambitioa  of  appoiBting  a  bead  to 

contribute  to  the  dignity  of  the  OMMiem  courts  the  whole ;  although,  when  the  tni  wu  o^ 

of  Europe.  tained,  the  victorious  prorince  ahrays  retonh 

But  Censtantine  made  a  much  greater  ad  to  its  antient  insigni6cance,  and  wu  lost 

change  with  regard  to  religion,  by  the  esta-  in  Uie  common  slavwy.    A  great  umfd 

blishment  of  Christianity.    At  what  time  the  Britaios  followed  the   fortune   of  Biazina, 

gospel  was  first  preached  in  this  island,  I  whom  they  had  raised  to  the  imperial  titles, 

believe  it  impossible  to  ascertauiL;  as  it  came  into  GauL    They  were  there  defeated;  isd 

in  gradually,  and  without,  or  rather  contrary  from  their  defeat,  as  it  is  said,  arose  a  jkw 

to  public  authority.     It  was  most  prdbably  peo(rfe.     They  are  supposed  to  have  settled 

first  introduced  among  the  legionary  soldiers  ;  in  Armories,  which  was  then,  like  manyfltfaer 

ibr  we  find  St.  Alban,  the  first  British  martyr,  parts  of  the  siddy  ompire,  become  a  mcie  de> 

to  have  bem  of  that  body.    As  it  was  intro-  sert ;  and  that  country  fixtm  this  aoodeat  bu 

duced  privately,  so  its  growth  was  for  a  long  been  since  called  Bretagne. 

time  insensible ;  but  it  shot  up  at  length  with  The    Roman  province,    thus    wediened, 

great  vigour,  and  spread  itself  widely  at  first  afforded  opportunity  and  eacouragement  t» 

under  the  favour  of  Gonstaatius,  and  the  pro-  the  barbarians  again  to  invade  and  ravage  k. 

lection  of  Helena,  and  at  length  under  the  es-  Stilico,  indeed,  during  the  minority  of  Hobs- 

tablishment  of  Constantino.    From  this  time  rius,  obtained  some  advantages  over  Aeo, 

it  is  to  be  considered  as  the  ruling  religion ;  which  procured  a  short  iatermiasion  of  their 

though  heathenism  subsisted  long  after,  and  hostilities.    But  as  the  empire  on  the  eosti- 

at  last  expired  impercept&ly,  and  with  as  nent  was  now  attacked  on  all  sides,  and  sta^ 

little  noise  as  Christianity  had  been  at  first  gered  under  the  innumerable  dracks  whidi  it 

introduced.  received,  that  minister  ventured  to  vecaH  tfai 

In  this  state,  with  TCtgard  to  the  civil,  mili-  Roman  forces  from  Britain,  in  order  to  hs- 

tary,  and  religiaas  'establishment,  Britain  re-  tain  those  parts  which  he  judged  of  man  ioh 

mained  without  any  change,  and  at  intervals  portance,  wad  in  greater  danger. 

in  a  tolerable  state  of  repose,  until  the  reign  On  the  intelligence  of  this  desertion,  thev 

of  Valentinian.    Th«i  it  was  attacked  all  at  barbarous  en^nies  break  in  upon  the  BritaiMj 

once  with  incredible  fury  and  success,  and  as  and  are  no  Icmger  resisted.    Their  antieat 

it  were  in  concert,  by  a  number  of  barbarous  protection  withdrawn,  the  people  became  stu- 

nations.     The  principal  of  these  were  the  pified  with  terrour  and  despair.    They  peti- 

Scots,  a  pe<^eofantient  settlement  in  Ireland,  tion  the  emperour  for   suooour   in   the  moit 

and  who  had  thence  been  transplanted   into  moving  terms.     The  emperour,  protestiag  hit 

the  northern  part  of  Britain,  which  afterwards  weakness,  commits  them  to  their  own  dieieaoe, 

derived  its  mune  from  that  colony.  The  Scots  absolves  them  fiom  their  allegiance,  andcoDfert 

of  both  nations  united  with  the  Picts  to  fiJl  on  them  a  fi-eedom,  which  they  have  no  ksiger 

upon  the  Roman  province.    To  these  were  the  sense  to  value,  nor  the  virtue  to  defend.  Tlie 

added  the  piratical  Saxons,  who  issued  {torn  princes,  whom  after  this  deeertkm,  they  raised 

the  mouths  of  the  Rhine.    For  some  years  and  deposed  with  a  stupid  inconstancy,  were 

they  met  but  slight  resistance,  and  made  a  styled  eroperours.  So  hard  it  is  to  change  ideas, 

most  miserable  havoc,  until  the  famous  Count  to  which  men  have  been  long  accustomed,  es- 

Theodosius  was  sent  to  the  relief  of  Britain ;  pecially  in  government,  that  the  Britains  had 

who  by  an  admirable  conduct  in  war,  and  as  no  noti<ni  of  a  sovereign,  who  was  not  to  be 

vigorous  application  to  the  cure  of  domestic  emperour,  nor  of  an  emperour,  vriio  was  not  to 

disorders,  for  a  time  fireed  the  country  from  be  master  of  die  western  woiid.    This  nngle 

its  enemies  and  oppressors ;  and  having  drivoi  idea  ruined  Britain.     Constantine,  a  native 

the  Picts  and  Scots  into  the  barren  extremity  of  this  island,  one  of  diose  shadows  of  knpe- 

of  the  island,  he  shut  and  barred  them  in  with  rial  majesty,  no  -sooner  found  himself  esta- 

a  new  wall,  advanced  as  far  as  the  remotest  blished  at  home,  than,  fatally  for  hinMelf  and 

of  the  former ;   and,  what  had  hitherto  been  his  country,  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  the 

imprudently  neglected,  he  erected  the  inter-  continent.    Thither  he  carried  the  tkwer  of 

mediate  space  into  a  Roman  province,  and  a  the  Britisdi  youth ;  all  who  were  any  ways 

regular  government,  under  the  name  of  Va-  eminent  for  birth,  for  courage,  for  their  skill  ia 

lentia.    But  this  was  only  a  momentary  relief,  theiniiitary  orBteciiuiicartt:  buthifnooHi 


AN  ABRIDGMENT  OP  ENaLlSHt  fflSTORY.  509 

not  equal  to  hi*  hopes  or  his  forces.  The  less  oT  Latin  than  the  French,  the  Spanisb} 
remams  of  his  routed  tirmy  joined  their  coun-  or  the  Italian.  The  Romans  subdued  Britair. 
liTTinMi  in  Annorica,  and  a  be^ed  attempt  upon  at  a  later  period  ;  at  a  time  when  Italy  herself 
the  empire  a  second  time  recruited  Graul  and  was  not  sufficiently  populous  to  supply  so  re« 
aadiausted  Britain.  mote  a  province  ;  she  was  rather  supplied  from 
The  Scots  and  Picts,  attentire  to  every  ad-  her  provinces.  The  military  colonies,  though 
vantage,  rushed  with  redoubled  violence  into  in  some  respects  they  were  admirably  fitted 
ihia  vacui^.  The  Britains,  vi^o  could  find  no  for  their  purposes,  had  however  one  essential 
protectioa  but  in  slavery,  again  implore  the  defect :  the  lands  granted  to  the  soldiers  did 
aMiatanoe  of  their  fcnrmei^  masters.  At  that  not  pass  to  their  posterity ;  so  that  the  Roman 
time  Aetius  commanded  the  imperial  forces  in  pec^Ie  must  have  multiplied  poorly  in  this 
Giaid,  and  with  the  virtue  and  military  skill  island,  when  their  increase  principally  de- 
of  the  antient  Romans  supported  the  empire  ponded  on  a  succession  d*  superannuated  sol- 
tottering  with  age  and  weabiess.  Though  he  diers.  From  this  defect  the  colonies  wero 
was  th^  pressed  hard  by  the  vast  armies  continually  falling  to  decay.  They  had  also 
of  Attila,  which,  like  a  deluge,  had  overspread  in  many  respects  degenerated  from  their  pri- 
Gaul,  he  afforded  them  a  small  and  temporary  mitive  institution.*  We  must  add  that  in 
■oooour.  This  detachment  of  Romans  repel-  the  decline  of  the  raapire  a  great  part  of  the 
led  the  Scots ;  they  repaired  the  walls ;  and  troops  in  Britain  were  barbarians,  Batavians, 
anin^f^'^^e  the  Britains  by  their  example  and  or  Germans.  Thus  at  the  dose  of  this  period, 
instructions,  to  maintain  their  fireedcnn,  they  this  unhappy  country,  desolated  of  its  inhabi- 
departed.  But  the  Scots  easily  perceived  and  tants,  abandoned  by  its  masters,  stripped  of 
'  advantage  of  their  departure.  Whilst  they  its  artizans,  and  deprived  of  all  its  spirit,  was 
the  coimtry,  the  Britains  renewed  their  in  a  condition  the  most  wretched  and  forlorn. 


supplications  to  Aetius.     They  once  more 

<iblained  a  reinforcement,  which  again  re-es-  i 
tablisiied  their  affairs.    They  were,  however, 

giTeo  to  understand,  that  this  was  to  be  their  BOOK  O. 
kst  relieC    The  Roman  auxiliaries  were  re- 
called, and  the  Britains  abandoned  to  their  own  CHAPTER  L 
fortune  for  ever. 

When  the  Romans  deserted  this  island,  they  ^^^  zmRr   awd   evnh^utm  or  tbb 

left  a  country,  with  regard  to  the  arts  of  war  g^xows,  and    their     contersiow  to 

or  government,  in  a  manner  barbarous,  but  cHRisTiAmTT. 
destitute  of  diat  spirit,  or  those  advantages, 

widi  which  sometimes  a  state  of  barbarism  is  After  having  been  so  long  subject  to  a 

attended.    They  carried  out  of  each  province  foreigndominion,there  was  among  the  Britains 

its  proper  and  natural  strength,  and  supplied  ^^  ^^jj  family,  no  respected  order  in  the 

it  by  that  of  some  other,  wWch  had  no  con-  gj^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  thoge  ^^^^  ^  government  con- 

nection  with  the  country.  The  troops  raised  in  g^^^  ^y  opinion  and  long  use,  more  effica^ 

Britain   often  served  in   Egypt;  and   those  ^.j^g  ^han  the  wisest  schemes  for  the  setUe- 

which  were  employed  for  the   protection  of  ment  of  the  nation.    Mere  personal  merit  was 

this  island,  were  sometimes  fixwn  Batavia  or  ^^  ^^  o^y  pretence  to  power.     But  this 

Germany ;  sometimes  from  provinces  far  to  the  circumstance  only  added  to  the  misfortunes  of 

easL    Whenever  the  strangers  were   with-  ^  p^pj^  ^ho  y^  no  orderly  method  of  eleo- 

drawn,  as  they  were  very  easily,  the  provmce  ^j^q^  ^^  little  experience  of  merit  in  any  of 

was  lefl  in  the  hands  of  men  wholly  unprac-  ^Yio  candidates.    During  this  anarchy,  whilst 

tised  in  war.    After  a  peaceable  possession  of  ^1,^^  suffered  the  most  dreadful  calamities  from 
DMre  than  duree  hundred  years,  the  Britains 

derived  but  very  few  benefite  from  their  sub-  *  Neque  conjugiitnucipiendisj  neque  alen- 

jection  to  the  oonquerours  and  civilizors  of  duliberissuetitorbastinepotteriadomoardinm 

mankind.     Neither  does  it  appear,  that  the  quebant.    Non  enimt  ut  olim  universm  U~ 

Roman  people  were  at  any  time   extremely  giones,  cum  tribunis  et  cerUurionibuSt  et  tuts 

numerocM  in  this  island,  or  had  spread  them-  eujusque  ordinis  militibuM,  ut   eonaeruu   ei 

«rf^ei,  tbsir  mumers,  or  Aeir  ^^H^,  as  .^        ^P^^  manifldiB,  nti^  mrfer^Twne 

extensively  m  Bntain,  as  ihey  had  dwe  in  ^ecHbuamuiuis,  quaneafoUo  genere martaH^ 

the  other  parte  or  their  empire.    The  Welsh  ^^^  repente  in  unum  eoUecH.  numenu  magU 

and  ih»  Anglo-Saxon  languages  retain  much  quam  eohnia.    Tacit,  Anna! .  ziv.  27. 
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tbefivy  of  barlMurous  nations,  which  inraded  selves  the  desoeadaiits  of  tfiOfle  conq—w; 

them,  they  fell  into  that  disregard  of  religion,  and  they  had  as  good  a  title  to  that  desoeat  a 

and  those  loose  disorderly  manners,  which  are  any  other  of  the  northern  tribes ;  for  diey  mei 

sometimes  the  consequence  of  desperate  and  the  same  language,  which  then  was,  sad  is 

hardened  wretchedness,  as  well  as  the  common  still,  spoken,  with  small  variali<m  d"  tlie  dhr 

distempers  of  ease  and  prosperity.  lects,  in  all  the  countries  whidi  extend  fioo 

At  length,  after  frequent  elections  and  de-  Uie  polar  circle  to  the  Danube.    This  people 

posings,  rather  wearied  out  by  their  own  in-  most  probably  derived  their  name,  as  weD  is 

constancy,  than  fixed  by  the  merit  of  their  their  origin,  from  the  Sacse,  a  nation  of  Ae 

choice,  they  suffered  Vortigern  to  reign  orer  Asiatic  Scythia.    At  the  time  of  whidi  we 

them.    This  leader  had  made  some  fi^e  in  write,    they  had  seated    themselves  in  tfae 

the  conduct  of  tlieir  wars  and  factions.    But  GimbricChers<Hiesus,  or  Jutland,  in  the  ooob* 

he  was  no  sooner  setded  on  the  thr<»e,  than  tries  of  Holstein  and  Sleawick,  and  thence  ei* 

he  showed  himself  rather  like  a  prince  bom  of  traded  along  the  Kibe  and  Weser  to  the  eout 

an  exhausted  stock  of  royalty  in  the  decline  o€  the  German  ocean,  as  &r  as  the  raoaths  of 

of  empire,  than  one  of  those  bold  and  a(^ve  the  Rhine.    In  that  tract  they  lived  in  a  rat 

spirits,  whose  manly  talents  obtain  them  the  of  loose  military  commoBwealth  of  the  ordi- 

first  place  in  their  country,  and  stan^>  upon  it  nary  German  model  under  several  leaden,  tJM 

that  character  of  vigour  essential  to  the  pros-  most  eminent  of  whom  was  H^oigist,  descended 

perity  of  a  new  commonwealth.    However,  fitm  Odin,  the  great  condnctor  of  the  Anitic 

the  mere  settlement,  in  spile  (^  the  ill  adminis-  colonies.    It  was  to  this  chief  that  die  BrilaiH 

tration  of  government,  procured  the  Britains  applied  themselves.    They  invited  baa  by  a 

some  internal  repose,  and  some  temporary  ad-  promise  of  ample  pay  for  his  troops,  a  largo 

vantages  over  their  enemies  the  Picts.    But  share  of  their  coaunon  plunder,  aiid  the  irie 

having  been  long  habituated  to  defeats,  neither  of  Thanet  for  a  settlement, 

relying  on  their  king  nor  on  themselves,  and  The  army,  v^ich  came  over  under  Heogist] 

fatigued  with  the  obstinate  attacks  of  an  enemy,  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men.    Hw 

whom  they  sometimes   checked,  but   could  opinion  which  the  Britains  had  entertained, 

never  remove,  in  one  of  their  national  assem-  <^  the  Saxon  prowess  was  well  founded;  for 

blies  it  was  resolved  to  call  in  the  mercenary  they  had  the  principal  share  in  a  decisive  vi^ 

aid  of  the  Saxons,  a  powerful  nation  of  Ger-  tory  which  was  obtained  over  the  Piets  soon 

many,  which  had  been  long  by  their  piratical  afler  their  aihrival ;  a  victory  which  &r  ever  fieed 

incursions  terrible  not  only  to  them,  but  to  all  the  Britains  fix>m  all  terrour  of  the  Picts  and 

the  adjacent  countries.    This  resolution  has  Scots,  but  in  the  same  moment  exposed  them 

been  generally  condemned.    It  has  been  said,  to  an  enemy  no  less  dangerous. 

that  they  seem  to  have,  through  mere  cowardice^  Hengist  and  his  Saxons,  who  had  obtained 

distrusted  a  strength  not  yet  worn  down,  and  a  by  the  firee  vote  of  the  Britains  that  introdoo* 

fortune  sufficiently  prosperous.    But  as  it  was  tion  into  this  island  they  had  so  long  in  vaki 

taken  by  general  counsel  and  consent,  we  must  attempted  by  afnte,  saw  that  by  being  neoe9> 

believe  that  the  necessity  of  such  a  step  was  sary  they  were  siqiieriotir  to  their  allies.  Thejr 

felt,   though   the  event  was   dubious.    The  discovered  the  character  of  the  king ;    they 

event,  indeed,  might  be  dubious ;   in  a  state  Were  eye-witnesses  of  the  intenial  weaknea 

radically  weak,  every  measure  vigorous  enough  and  di^raction  of  the  kingdom.      This   state 

for  its  protection,  must  endanger  its  existence.  {^Britain  was  represented  with  so  modi  efiect 

There  is  an  unquestioned  tradition  among  to  the  Saxons  in  Grermany,  that  anodier  and 

the  northern  nations  of  Europe,  importing  that  much  greater  embarkation  followed  the  first; 

all  that  part  of  the  world  had  suffered  a  great  new  bodies  daily  crowded  in.    As  soon  as 

and  general  revolution,  by  a  migration  from  the  Saxons  began  to  be    sensible  of  their 

Asiatic  Tartary  of  a  people  whom  they  call  strength,  they  found  it  their  interest  tobe  dis- 

Asers.    These  every  where  expelled  or  sub-  contented ;  they  complained  of  faieadies  of  a 

dued  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the  Celtic  and  contract,  which  they  construed  according  to 

Cimbric  original.    The  leader  of  this  Asiar  their  own  designs,  and  then  fell  rudely  spoa 

tic  army  was  called  Odin  or  Wodin ;   first  their  unprepared  and  feeble   aflies,  who,  u 

their  general,  afterwards  their  tutelar  deity,  they  had  not  been  able  to  resist  the  Picts  and 

The  time  of  this  great  change  is  lost  in  the  Scots,  were  stiU  less  in  a  condition  to  oppose 

imperfection  of  traditionary  history,  and  the  that  foroo  by  which  they  had  been  protected 

attempts  to  supply  it  by  fable.    It  is  however  against  those  enesaias,  when  tmed  imezpect- 

certain,  that  the  Saxon  nation  believed  them-  edly  tipoo  themsehw.     Hengisl,  with  veiy 
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[^position,  subdued  the  province  of  Kent,  which  is  perhaps  as  necessary  to  the  moral  as 

here  laid  the  foundation  of  the  first  Saxon  it  is  found  to  be  in  the  natural  world. 

lorn.      Every  battle  the  Britains  fought  But  whatever  was  the  condition  of  the  other 

prepared  them   for  a   new   defeat,  by  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  generally  agreed,  that 

;ening  their  strength,  and  displaying  the  the  state  of  Britain   was  the  worst  of  all. 

iority  of  their  courage.     Vortigem,  inp  Some  writers  have  asserted,  that,  except  those 

1  of  a  steady  and  regular  resistance,  op-  who  took  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Wales 

i   a  mixture  of  timid  war  and   unable  and  in  Cornwall,  or  fled  into  Armorica,  the 

tiation.  In  one  of  their  meetings,  wherein  British  race  was    in  a   manner  destroyed. 

Misiness,  according  to  the  German  mode,  What  is  extraordinary,  we  find  England  in  a 

carried  on  amidst  feasting  and  riot,  Vor-  very  tolerable  state  of  population,  in  less  than 

n  was  struck  with  the  beauty  of  a  Saxon  two  centuries  after  the  first  invasion  of  the 

n,  a  kinswoman  of  Hengist,  and  entirely  Saxons;   and  it  is  hard  to  imagine  either  the 

r  his  influence.    Having  married  her,  he  transplantation  or  the  increase  of  that  single 

ered  himself  over  to  her  councils.  people  to  have  been,  in  so  short  a  time,  suf> 

is  people,  harassed  by  their  enemies,  be-  ficient  for  the  settlement  of  so  great  an  extent 

Hi  by  their  prince,  and  indignant  at  the  of  country.    Others  speak  of  the  Britains  not 

e  tyranny  that  oppressed  them,  deposed  as  extirpated,  but  as  reduced  to  a  state  of  sla- 

and  set  his  son  Vortimer  in  his  place,  very ;  and  here  these  writers  fix  the  origin  of 

the  change  of  the  king  proved  no  remedy  personal  and  predial  servitude  in  England. 

le  exhausted  state  of  the  nation,  and  the  I  shall  lay  fairly  before  the  reader  all  I  have 

Litutional    infirmity    of  the   government,  been  able  to  discover  concerning  the  existence 

even  if  the  Britains  could  have  support-  or  condition  of  this  unhappy  people.    That 

hemselves  against  the  superior  abilities  they  were  much  more  broken  and  reduced  than 

aSotta  of  Hengist,  it  might  have  added  to  any  other  nation,  which  had  fallen  under  the 

honour,  but  would  have  contributed  little  German  power,  I  think  may  be  inferred  from 
eir  safety.  The  news  of  his  success  had  two  considerations:  First,  that  in  all  other 
ad  all  SauEony.  Five  great  bodies  of  that  parts  of  Europe  the  antient  language  sub- 
nturous  people,  under  different  and  inde-  sisted  afler  the  conquest,  and  at  length  incorpo- 
ent  coomianders,  very  nearly  at  the  same  rated  with  that  of  the  conquerours:  whereas, 
broke  in  upon  as  many  different  parts  of  in  England,  the  Saxon  language  received  little 
Bland.  They  came  no  longer  as  pirates,  or  no  tincture  from  the  Welsh ;  and  it  seems, 
as  invaders.  Whilst  the  Britains  con-  even  among  the  lowest  people,  to  have  con- 
ed with  one  body  of  their  fierce  enemies,  tinned  a  dialect  of  pure  Teutonic  to  the  time 
tier  g^ed  ground,  and  filled  with  slaughter  in  which  it  was  itself  blended  with  the  Nor- 
des(^tion  the  whole  country  from  sea  to  man.    Secondly,  that  on  the  continent  the 

A  devouring  war,  a  dreadful  famine,  a  Christian  religion,  after  the  northern  irrup- 

je,  the  most  wasteful  of  any  recorded  in  tions,  Qot  only  remained,  but  flourished.    It 

listory,  united  to  consummate  the  ruin  of  was  very  early  and  universally  adopted  by  the 

iin.     The  ecclesiastical  writers  of  that  ruling  people.    In  England  it  was  so  entirely 

confounded  at  the  view  of  those  compli-  extinguished,  that,  when  Augustin  undertook 

d  calamities,  saw  nothing  but  the  arm  of  his  mission,  it  does  not  appear  that  among  all 

stretched  out  for  the  punishment  of  a  sin-  the  Saxons  there  was  a  single  person  prcfes- 

nd  disobedient  nation.    And  truly,  when  sing  Christianity. 

et  before  us  in  one  point  of  view  tiie  con-  The  sudden  extinction  of  the  antient  reli- 

n  <^  almost  all  the  parts  which  had  lately  gion  and  language  appear  sufficient  to  show 

posed  the  western  empire,  of  Britain,  of  mat  Britain  must  have  suflTered  more  than  any 

I,  of  Italy,  of  Spain,  of  Africa*  at  once  of  the  neighbouring  nations  on  the  continent, 

whelmed  by  a  resisdess   inundation  of  But  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  there  are 

L  cruel  barbarians,  whose  inhuman  method  likewise  proofs,  that  the  British  race,  though 

rar  made  but  a  small  part  of  the  miseries  much  diminished,  was  not  wholly  extirpated ; 

yfhidi  these  nations  were  aflUcted,  we  and  that  those  who  remained  were  not,  merely 

almost  driven  out  of  the  circle  of  political  as  Britains,  reduced  to  servitude.    For  they 

iry :  we  are  ip  a  manner  compelled  to  ao-  are  mentioned   as  existing  in  some  of  the 

vledge  the  hand  of  God  in  those  immense  earlier  Saxon  laws.    In  these  laws  they  are 

lutions,  by  which,  at  certain  periods,  he  allowed  a  compensation  on  the  footing  of  the 

ignally  asserts  his  supreme  dominion,  and  meaner  kind  of  English ;  and  they  are  even 

gs  about  that  great  system  of  change^  permitted,  as  well  as  the  English,  to  emerge 
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out  of  that  low  rank  into  a  more  liberal  oondi-  things  to  communicate  to  him  and  to  hif  peopli 

tioQ.    Thii  is  degradation,  but  not  slarery.*  of  the  utmost  importance  to  their  eternal  nvl* 

The  affairs  of  that  whole  period  are,  how-  fiure.    This  was  Augustin,  with  foctj  of  the 

erer,  corered  with  an  obacuri^  not  to  be  dis-  associates  of  his  miasioo,  who  now  landed  ii 

tipated.    The  Britains  had  little  leisure,  or  the  isle  of  Thanet,  the  same  place,  by  iHsch 

ability,  to  write  a  just  account  of  a  war,  by  the  Sanxis  had  before  entered  whea  they  en* 

which  they  were  ruined.    And  the  Anglo-  tirpated  Christianity. 
Saxons,  who  succeeded  them,  attentire  only        The  king  heard  them  in  the  open  air,  is 

to  arms,  were,  until  their  oonverrion,  igno-  order  to  defeat,'*'  upon  a  principle  of  draiihcd 

rant  of  the  use  of  letters.  superstition,  the  effects  of  their  endamtmenii. 

It  is  on  this  darkened  theatre  that  some  old  Augustin  spoke  by  a  Prankish  interpretar. 

writers  have  introduced  those  characters  and  The  Franks  and  Saxour  were  of  the  now 

actions,  which  have  afforded  sudi  ample  matter  origin,  and  used  at  that  time  the  same  Ub- 

to  poets,  and  so  much  perplexity  to  historians,  guage.    He  was  fitvoorably  received;  and  a 

This  is  the  fabukMis  azid  heroic  age  of  our  na-  place  in  the  city  of  CantertHiry,  the  capital  of 

tion.    After  the  natural  and  just  representa-  Kent,  was  allotted  for  the  residence  of  Min  and 

tions  of  the  Roman  scene,  the  stage  is  again  his  companions.    They  eittered  Canterbory  i> 

crowded  with  enchanters,  giants,  and  all  the  procession,  preceded  by  two  persons,  who  bora 

extravagant  images  of  the  w^est  and  most  re-  a  silver  cross  and  the  figure  of  Christ  paintfld 

mote  antiquity.  No  personage  makes  so  con-  on  a  board ;  singing  as  they  went  lituies  (• 

spicuous  a  figure  in  these  stories  as  King  avert  the  wrath  of  God  fitMn  that  city  ui 

Arthur ;  a  prince  whether  of  British  or  Roman  people. 

origin,  whether  bom  on  this  island  or  in  Armo-  The  king  was  among  their  first  eonwiti. 
rica,  is  uncertain ;  but  it  appears  that  he  op-  The  principal  oT  his  nobili^,  as  usual,  followed 
posed  the  Saxons  with  remarkable  virtue,  and  that  example ;  moved,  as  it  is  related,  by  manjr 
no  small  degree  of  success,  which  has  rendered  signal  miracles,  but  undoubtedly  by  the  extn* 
him  and  his  exploits  so  large  an  argument  of  ordinary  zeal  of  the  missmnaries,  and  the 
romance,  that  both  are  almost  disclaimed  by  pious  austeri^  of  their  lives.  The  new  re- 
history.  Light  scarce  begins  to  dawn  until  ligion,  hj  the  protection  of  so  respected  a 
the  introduction  of  Christianity ;  whidi,  bring-  prince,  who  held  under  his  dominion  or  ii^ 
ing  with  it  the  use  of  letters,  aind  the  arts  of  ence  all  the  countries  to  the  southward  of 
civil  life,  affords  at  once  a  juster  account  of  the  Humber,  spread  itself  with  great  rapidi^. 
things  and  facts,  that  are  more  worthy  of  rela-  Paganism,  after  a  &int  resistance,  every  whera 
tion :  nor  is  there  indeed  any  revolution  so  re-  gave  way.  And  indeed  the  chief  diflScuHies, 
markable  in  the  English  history.  which  Christianity  had  to  encounter,  did  not 

The  bishops  of  Rome  had  for  some  time  arise  so  much  fi'om  the  struggles  of  opposite 

meditated  the  conversion  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  religious  prejudices,  as  from  the  gross  and 

Pope  Gregory,  who  is  sumamed  the  Great,  licentious  manners  of  a  barbaromrpeople.  One 

effected  that  pious  design  with  an  uncommon  of  the  Saxon  princes  expelled  the  Christiam 

zeal :  and  he  at  length  found  a  circumstance  firom  his  territory,  because  the  priest  refused 

highly  favourable  to  it,  in  the  marriage  of  a  to  give  him  some  of  that  white  bread  which 

daughter  of  Charibert,  a  king  of  the  Franks,  he  saw  distributed  to  his  congregation, 
to  the  reigning  mcmarch  of  Kent    This  op-        It  iis  probable  that  the  order  of  Druids  eidi« 

portunity  induced  Pope  Gregory  to  commis-  did  not  at  all  subsist  among  the  Angio-Saxooa, 

sion  Augustin,  a  mcmk  of  Rheims,  and  a  man  or  that  at  this  time  it  had  declined  not  a  little 

of  distinguished  piety,  to  undertake  this  ar-  from  its  antient  authority  and  reputation;  else 

duous  enterprize.  it  is  not  easy  to  ccMiceive  how  they  admitted  to 

It  was  in  the  year  of  Christ  GOO,  and  IfiO  readily  a  new  system,  which  at  one  stroke  cut 

years  after  the  coming  of  the  first  Saxon  colo-  off  from  their  character  its  whole  importance, 

nies  into  England,  that  Ethelbert,  king  of  We  even  find  some  chiefii  of  the  Pagan  priest- 

Kent,  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  in  hood  among  the  foremost  in  submitting  to  the 

bis  dominions  of  a  number  of  men  in  a  foreign  new  doctrine.    On  the  first  preaching  of  the 

garb,  practising  several  strange  and  unusual  gospel  in  Northumberland,  the  heathen  pontiff 

ceremonies,  who  desired  to  be  conducted  to  ^that  territory  immediately  mounted  an  hone 

the  king's  presence,  declaring  that  they  had  which  to  those  of  his  order  was  unlawfiil,  and 

'*'  Leges  Itub  32  de  eanUirieo  homing  agrum        *  Veteri  usiu  augurw^   says  Heaiy  of 
postiderUe,    Idem  64.  Huntingdon,  p.  321. 
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M^aking  into  the  ncred  inclosure,  hewed  to  are  much  taken  with  ezteriour  (arm,  and  the 

pieces  the  idol  be  had  ao  long  served.*  advantages  and  distinctions  which  are  con- 

If  the  order  of  the  Druids  did  not  subsist  ferred  by  nature,  the  Saxons  set  an  high  value 

among  the  SaxiMis,  yet  the  chief  objects  of  on  comeliness  of  person,  and  studied  much  to 

their  religion  appear  to  have  been  derived  from  improve  it.    It  is  remarkable,  that  a  law  of 

that  fountain.    They  indeed  worshipped  se-  King  Ina  orders  the  care  and  education  of 

veral   idols  under  various  forms  of  men  and  foundlings  to  be  regulated  by  their  beauty.'*' 

beasts ;  and  those  Gbds,  to  whom  they  dedicat-  They  cherished  their  hair  to  a  great  length, 

c»d  the  days  of  the  week,  bore  in  their  attri-  and  were  extremely  proud  and  jealous  of  this 

butes,  and  in  the  particular  days,  that  were  natural  ornament.    Some  of  their  great  men 

coosecrated  to  them,  though  not  in  their  names,  were  distinguished  by  an  appellative  taken 

a  near  resemblance  to  the  divinities  of  antient  from  the  length  of  their  hair.f  To  pull  the  hair 

Rome.     But  still  the  great  and  capital  objects  was  punishable  ;|  and  forcibly  to  cut  or  injure  it 

of  their  worship  were  taken  from  druidism;  was  considered  in  the  same  criminal  light  with 

trees,  stones,  the  elements,  and  the  heavenly  cutting  off*  the  nose  or  thrusting  out  the  eyes. 

bodie8.f    These  were  their  principal  devotions.  In  the  same  design  of  barbarous  ornament,  their 

laid  the  strongest  hold  upon  their  minds,  and  faces  were  generally  painted  and  scarred. 

resisted  the  progress  of  the  Christian  religion  They  were  so  fond  of  chams  and  bracelets 

with   the  greatest  obstinacy.    For  we  find  that  they  have  given  a  surname  to  some  of 

these. superstitions  forbidden  among  the  latest  their  kings  firom  their  generosity  in  bestowing 

Saxon  laws.    A  worship  which  stands  in  need  such  marks  of  favour.§ 

of  the  memorial  of  images  or  books  to  support  Few  things  discover  the  state  <^  the  arts 

it,  may  perish  when  these  are  destroyed.    But  among  people  more  certainly  than  the  presents 

when  a  superstition  ia  established  upon  those  that  are  made  to  them  by  foreigners.    The 

great  otgects  of  nature,  which  continually  so-  p<^,  on  his  first  mission  into  Northumberland, 

licit  the  sense,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  turn  sent  to  the  queen  of  that  country  some  stufis, 

the  mind  from  things,  that  in  themselves  are  with  ornaments  of  gold  ;  an  ivory  comh  inlaid 

striking,  and  that  are  always  present   Among  with  the  same  metal,  and  a  sUver  mirrour. 

die  objects  of  this  class  must  be  reckoned  tho  A  queen's  want  of  such  female  ornaments  and 

goddess  Eostre,  who  from  the  etymoU^  of  utensils  shows  that  the  arts  were  at  this  time 

the  name,  as  well  as  fi-om  the  season  sacred  to  little  cultivated  among  the  Saxons.    These 

her,  was  probably  that  beautiful  planet,  which  are  the  sort  of  presents  commonly  sent  to  a 

the  Greeks  and  Romans  worshipped  under  the  barbarous  people. 

names  of  Lucifer  and  Venus.  It  is  from  this  Thus  ignorant  in  sciences  and  arts,  and  un- 
goddess  that  in  England  tho  Paschal  Festival  practised  in  trade  or  manufacture,  military 
has  been  called  Easter.^  To  these  they  join-  exercises,  war,  and  the  preparation  for  war, 
ed  the  reverence  <^  various  subordinate  genii,  was  their  employment,  hunting  their  pleasure, 
or  demons,  fairies,  and  goblins;  fantastical  They  dwelt  incottages  of  wicker  work,  plaster- 
ideas,  which  in  a  state  of  uninstructed  nature  ed  with  clay,  and  thatched  with  rushes,  where 
grow  spontaneoudy  out  of  the  wiki  &ncie8  or  they  sat  with  their  families,  their  c^^rs  and 
fears  of  men.  Thus  they  worshipped  a  sort  domestics,  round  a  fire  made  in  the  middle 
of  goddess,  whom  they  called  Mara,  formed  of  the  house.  In  thb  manner  their  greatest 
from  those  frightful  appearances,  that  oppress  princes  liring  amidst  the  ruins  of  Roman 
oien  in  their  sleep ;  and  the  name  is  still  re-  magnificence.  But  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tained  among  us.§  tianity,  which,  under  whatever  form,  always 
Aa  to  the  manners  of  the  Anji^o-Saxons,  confers  such  inestimable  benefits  on  mankind, 
ibey  were  such  as  might  be  expected  in  a  soon  made  a  sensible  change  in  these  rudo 
rude  people ;  fierce,  and  of  a  gross  simplicity,  and  fierce  manners. 

Th^ir  clothes  were  abort.    As  all  barbarians  It  is  by  no  means  impossible,  that,  for  an 

end  so  worthy,  providence,  on  some  occasions, 

♦  Bed,  Hist.  Eccl.  1.  ii.  c.  13.           ^  might  directly  have  interposed.    The  books 
f  OeniUea  Peo«;  tt  aoUm  vd  lunam;  ig' 

nem  vel  Jtuvium;   torrentem  vel  jaxa;   vd  t«- 1Q 

aUcuju*  generis  arborum  ligna.    L.  Cnut,  6.  ^'  a""  ^^'            ^,,^^  jl— ^    r.hmn 

S^irJiosus  iOe  conventuM,  <pn  Friihgear  jOnlacuMpranusiaca^aneheroM.  Chron. 

dicitur,  circa  lapidem,  arbarem,f<mtem.  Leg.  S"om  U6.^  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

Prcsb.  Northumb,  t  j^^  ^^^  nobiUbui   tarquium   largUor. 

I  ThimfU^l  CKron.  Sax.  123.  Bed.  Hist.^Eccl.  1. 4.  c.  29 
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whidi  contain  the  history  of  this  time  and  little  yiolent  as  possible.    Tboo^  the  fint 

change,  are  litllo  else  than  a  narrative  of  proselytes  were  kings,  it  does  not  appear  tbit 

miracles ;  frequently,  however,  with  such  ap-  there  was  any  persecution.    It  was  a  prooeft 

parent  marks  of  weakness  or  design,  that  they  of  Pope  Gregory,  under  whose  auspices  tb 

afford  little  encouragement  to  insist  on  them,  mission  was  conducted,  that  the  heathen  tea* 

They  were  then  received  with  a  blind  credu-  pies  should  not  be  destroyed,  especially  wh« 

Hty ;  they  have  been  since  rejected   with  as  they  were  well  built ;  but  that,  first  remoriii 

undistinguishing  a  disregard.    But  as  it  is  not  the  idols,  they  should  be  consecrated  anew,  by 

in  my  design  nor  inclination,  nor  indeed  in  my  holier  rites,  and  to  better  purposes,*  in  odv 

power,  either   to  establish  or  refute  these  that  the  prejudices  of  the  people  mi^t  not  W 

stories,  it  is  sufiicent  to  observe,  that  the  rea-  too  rudely  shocked  by  a  declared  pro&iatifla  i 

lity  or  opinion  of  such  miracles  was  the  prin-  what  they  had  so  long  held  sacred ;  and  M 

cipal  cause  of  the  early  acceptance  and  rapid  every  where  beliiolding  the  same  placei^towiuA 

progress  of  Christianity  in  this  island.    Other  they  had  formeriy  res^Mted  fbrreligious  caaktit 

causes  undoubtedly  concurred  ;  and  it  will  be  they  might  be  gradually  reconciled  to  the  set 

more  to  our  purpose  to  consider  some  of  the  doctrines  and  cerem<mie8,  which  were  dioe 

human  and  politic  ways,  by  which  religion  was  introduced  ;  and  as  the  sacrifices  used  ia  tb 

advanced  in  this  nation :  and  those  more  par-  Pagan  worship  were  always    attended  wA 

ticularly,  by  which  the  monastic  institution,  feasting,  and  consequently  were  highly  gratdU 

then  interwoven  with  Christianity,  and  making  to  the  multitude,  the  Pope  ordered  that  oxoi 

an  equal  progress  with  it,  attained  to  so  high  should  as  usud  be  slaughtered  near  the  cbordii 

a  pitch  of  property  and  power,  so  as,  in  a  And  the  people  indulged  in  their  antieot  fad- 

time  extremely  short,  to  form  a  kind  of  order,  ▼i^-t  Whatever  popular  customs  of  heathea* 

and  that  not  the  least  considerable,  in  the  um  were  found  to.be  absolutely  not  incompati* 


state.  ble  with  Christianity  were  retained  ;  and 

^_^__  of  them  were  continued  to  a  very  late  perioi 

Deer  were  at  a  certain  season  brought  intoSL 

r-a  A  PTT?  w  TT  Paul's  church  in  London,  and  laid  on  the  altar  j 

^tLAf  i  J1.K.  11.  j^jj  jjjjg  custom  subsisted  until  the  reformatica. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  church  festink 

ESTABLisHMEirr    OP    CHRisTiAifiTT— OP  were,  with  a  simUar  design,  taken  fiom  tbo* 

MONASTIC  iwsTiTUTiows— ATO  OP  THEIR  ©f  the  heathen,  which  had  been  celebrated  at 

EFFECTS.  the  same  time  of  the  year.     Nothing  coaM 

have  been  more  prudent  than  diese  regwtkm; 

The  marriage  of  Ethelbert  to  a  Christian  they  were  indeed  formed  from  a  perfect  in- 

princess  was,  we  have  seen,  a  means  of  intro-  derstanding  of  human  nature, 

ducing  Christianity  into  his  dominions.    The  Whilst  the  inferiour  people  were  thns  ia- 

same  influence  contributed  to  extend  it  in  the  sensibly  led  into  a  better  order,  the  exao^ 

other  kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy;    the  sove-  and  countenance  of  the   great  completed  the 

reigns  o£  which  were  generally  converted  by  work.    Fqr  the  Saxon  kings  and  ruling  mea 

their  wives.  Among  the  antient  nations  ofGer-  embraced  religion  with  so  signal,  and  in  their 

many,  the  female  sex  was  possessed  not  only  of  rank  so  unusual  a  zeal,  that  in  many  instances 

its  natural  and  c<nnmon  ascendant,  but  it  was  they  even  sacrificed  to  its  advancement  the 

believed  peculiarly  sacred,*  and  favoured  with  prime  objects  of  their  ambition.  WuUere,  king 

more  frequent  revelations  of  the  dirine  will ;  of  the  West  Saxons,  bestowed  the  Ide  of  Wi{ht 

women  were,  therefore,  hoard  with  an  uncom-  on  the  king  of  Sussex,  to  persuade  him  to  cm- 

inon  attention  in  all  deliberations,  and  par-  brace  Christianity .§     This  zeal  operated  la 

ticularly  in  those  that  regarded  religion.    The  the  same  manner  in  &vour  of  their  instradors. 

Pagan  superstition  of  the  north  furnished  in  The  greatest  kings  and  conquerours  finqocntly 

this  instance  a  principle,  which  contributed  to  resigned  their  crowns,  and  diut  themselves  op 

its  own  destruction.  in  monasteries.    When  kings  became  moida, 

In  the  change  of  religion  care  was  taken  to  an  high  lustre  was  reflected  upon  the  monastic 

render  the  transition  from  falsehood  to  truth  as  state,  and  great  credit  accmed  to  the  power 

*  Ineste  quinetiam  sanctum  aliiptid  et  pro-  *  Bed.  Hist.  Eccl.  1. 1.  c.  30. 

vidum  putant ;  nee  out  conniia  earum  aaper^  t  Id.  c.  eod. 
nantuT  out  reaponaa  negUgunt,    Tacit,    de 
Mor.  Ger.  c.  8. 


t  Duffdale'a  History  of  St.  Paul's. 
$  Bed.  Hist  Eccl.  1. 4.  c.  18. 
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«f  Uieir  doctrine,  which  was  able  to  produce  of  general  utility.*^     They  extracted  the  fruiti 

madtk  eztraordinary  effects  npon  persons,  orer  of  virtue  even  from  crimes,  and  whenever  a 

ifbom   rriigiMi  has  commonly  the   slightest  great  man  expiated  his  private  offences,  he  pro- 

faliliMDCe.  vided  in  the  same  act  for  the  public  happiness. 

The  zeal  of  the  missionaries  was  also  much  The  monasteries  were  then  the  only  bodies  c(nv 

flariflted  by  their  superiority  in  the  arts  of  civil  porate  in  the  kingdom ;  and  if  any  penKms  wera 

lUb.     At  their  first  preaching  in  Sussex,  that  desirous  to  perpetuate  their  charity  by  a  fund 

touBtry  was  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  or  indigent,  there  was 

^rom  a  drought,  which  had  continued  for  three  no  other  way  than  to  confide  this  trust  to  some 

jaars.    The  barbarous  inhabitants,  destitute  mcmastery.     The  monks  were  the  sole  chan- 

ilf  any  means  to  alleviate  the  famine,  in  an  nel  through  which  the  bounty  of  the  rich  couM 

epidemic  transport  of  despair,  frequently  united  pass  in  any  ccmtinued  stream  to  the  poor :  and 

Ibrtj  and  fifty  in  a  body,  and,  joining  their  the  people  turned  their  eyes  towards  them  in  all 

hands,  precipitated  themselves  from  the  clifli,  their  distresses. 

aad  were  either  drowned  or  dashed  to  pieces         We  must  observe,  that  the  monks  of  that 

fla  the  rocks.    Though  a  maritime  people,  time,  especially  those  of  Ireland,f  who  had  a 

tbmy  knew  not  how  to  fish ;  and  this  ignorance  ocmsiderable  share  in  the  conversion  of  all  the 

probably  arose  from  a  remnant  of  dru^ical  su-  northern  parts,  did  not  show  that  rapacious  de- 

pOTStition,  which  had  forbidden  the  use  of  that  sire  of  riches,  which  long  disgraced,  and  finally 

eort  of  diet.  In  this  calamity,  Bishop  Wilfrid,  ruined  their  successors.    Not  (Mily  did  they 

tdfeeir  first  preacher,  collecting  nets,  at   the  not  seek,  but  seemed  even  to  shun  such  d(»ia- 

head  of  his  attendants,  plungod  into  the  sea,  tions.     This  prevented  that    alarm,   which 

toad  having  opened  this  great  resource  of  food,  might  have  arisen  from  an  early  and  declared 

he  reconciled  the  desperate  people  to  life,  and  avarice.    At  this  time  the  most  fervent  and 

tfieir  minds  to  the  spiritual  care  of  those  who  holy  anchorites  retired  to  places  the  furthest 

had  shown  themselves  so  attentive  to  their  ^at  could  be  found  from  human  concourse  and 


preservation.*  help,  to  the  most  desolate  and  barren  situations, 

The  same  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  peo-  which  even  firom  their  horrour  seemed  parti* 

pie  wppenred  in  all  their  acti<n)s.    The  Chris-  calarly  adapted  to  men  who  had  renounced  the 

tian  kings  sometimes  made  dcmations  to  the  world.    Many  persons  followed  them  in  order 

dMandi  of  lands  conquered  firom  their  heathen  to  partake  of  their  instructions  and  prayers,  or 

The  clergy  immediately  baptized  to  form  themselves  upon  their  example.    An 


and  manumitted  their  new  vassals.  Thus  opinion  oftheir  miracles  after  their  death  drew 
Ihej  endeared  to  all  sorts  of  men,  doctrines  and  still  greater  numbers.  Establishments  were 
teachers  which  could  mitigate  the  rigorous  gradually  made.  The  monastic  life  was  frugal, 
law  of  conquest ;  and  they  rejoiced  to  see  re*  and  the  government  moderate.  These  causes 
Ugka  and  lU>erty  advancing  with  an  equal  pro-  drew  a  constant  concourse.  Sanctified  deserts 
grass.  Nor  were  the  monks  of  this  time  in  assumed  a  new  face ;  the  marshes  were  drain- 
any  thing  more  worthy  of  praise,  than  in  their  od  and  the  lands  cultivated.  And  as  this  re- 
seal  for  personal  freedom.  In  the  canon,  volutionseemedrather  the  effect  of  the  holiness 
wherein  they  provided  against  the  alienation  of  the  place  than  of  any  natural  causes,  it  in- 
of  their  lands,  among  other  charitable  excep-  creased  their  credit ;  and  every  improvement 
tkns  to  this  restraint,  they  particularize  the  drew  with  it  a  new  donation.  In  this  manner 
purchase  of  liberty .f  In  their  transactions  the  great  abbies  of  Croyland  and  Glastonbury, 
with  the  great,  the  same  point  was  always  and  many  others,  from  the  most  obscure  begin- 
■trennously  laboured.  When  they  imposed  nings,  were  advanced  to  a  degree  of  wealth 
penance,  they  were  remarkably  indulgent  to  and  splendour  little  less  than  royal 
persons  of  that  rank.  But  they  always  made  ^  ,  .  ^  .  ,  . 
them  purchase  the  remission  of  corporal  aus-  *  f"^"^^.  ^*^  Deiecclesiam ;  et  tnatau- 

terity^  acts  of  beneficence.  They  S^ed  %rS^r^;^lZ':^^.i::fZZ^j;:i 

powerful  penitents  to  the  enfranchisement  of  ^g^vog  ,^o,  proprioa,  et  redimat  ab  aHi8  Ao- 

dieir  own  slaves,  and  to  the  redemption  of  minibtu  aervo»  mot  ad  libertaiem.    L.  Eccl. 

those  which  belonged  to  others  ;  they  directed  Edgari.  14. 

themtotherepairofhighways,  andtothecon-  f  ^^idanaa  Finam  et  Colmanmu   mirm 

■miction  of  churches,  bridges,  and  other  works  »«MtiUiiufuemiU  aparnmofdm,    Adeoemm 

'        **    '  taeerdotes  erant  tlltus  tempom  ab  amanha 

vnmwMS^  ut  nee  territorial  nisi  eoaeti  accipt- 

*  Bed.  Hist.  Ecel.  L  4.  e.  18.  rent.    Hen.  Hunting,  apud.  Decern.  1.  3.  p. 

t  Spelm.  CondL  p.  «39.  333.  Bed.  Hist.  Eccl.  1.  3.  e.  36. 
Vol.  n.-«8 
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In  these  rude  ages  government  was  not  yet  so  many  various  sorts  of  people,  and  in  saoli 

fixed  upon  solid  principles,  and  every  thing  different  times,  that  it  is  altogether  impossible 

was  full  of  tumult  and  distraction.     As  the  to  arrive  to  any  tolerable  knowledge  of  it  with* 

monasteries  were  better  secured  from  violence  out  having  recourse  to  much  ezteriour  ioqairy. 

by  their  character  than  any  other  places  by  For  which  reason  the  progress  of  this  religiaa 

laws,  several  great  men,  and  even  sovereign  has  always  been  marked  by  that  of  letten 

princes,  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  con-  There  were  two  other  circumstance  at  thii 

vents ;  who,  when  by  a  more  heavy  revolution  time,  that  contributed  no  less  to  the  revival  d 

in  their  fortunes,  they  were  reinstated  in  their  learning.    The  sacred  writings  had  not  been 

former  dignities,  thought   they  could    never  translated  into  any  vernacular  language,  and 

make  a  sufficient  return  for  the  safety  they  had  even  the  ordinary  service  of  the  church  was 

enjoyed  under  the  sacred  hospitality  of  these  still  continued  in  the  Latin  tongue ;  all,  then* 

roofs.    Not  content  to  enrich  them  with  am-  (ore,  who  formed  themselves  for  the  ministry, 

pie  possessions  ;  that  others  also  might  par-  and  hoped  to  make  any  figure  in  it,  were  ioa 

take  of  the  protection  they  had  experienced,  manner  driven  to  the  study  of  the  writers  of 

they  formally  erected  into  an  asylum  those  polite  antiquity,  in  order  to  qualify  themselves 

m<Miasteries,  and  their  adjacent  territory.    So  for  their  most  ordinary  functions.     By  this 

that  all  thronged  to  that  refuge  who  were  ren-  means,  a  practice,  liable  in  itself  to  greal  ob* 

dered  unquiet  by  their  crimes,  their  misfor-  jections,  had  a  considerable  share  in  preserr* 

tcmes,  or  ihe  severity  of  their  lords ;  and  con-  ing  the  wrecks  of  literature,  and  was  one  means 

tent  to  live  under  a  government  to  which  their  of  c(»iveying,  down  to  our  times  those  inestir 

minds  were  subject,  they  raised  the  importance  mable  monuments,  which,  otherwise,  in  the 

of  their  masters  by  their  numbers,  their  labour,  tumult  of  barbarous  confusion  on  one  band,  and 

and  above  all  by  an  inviolable  attachment.  untaught  piety  on  the  other,  must  inevitabij 

The  monastery  was  always  the  place  of  se-  have  perished.  The  second  circumstance) 
pulture  for  the  greatest  lords  and  kings.  This  the  pilgrimages  of  that  age,  if  considered  in  it- 
added  to  the  other  causes  of  reverence  a  sort  self,  was  as  liable  to  objection  as  the  former ; 
of  sanctity,  which  in  universal  opinion,  always  but  it  proved  of  equal  advantage  to  the  cause 
attends  the  repositories  of  the  dead ;  and  they  of  literature.  A  principal  object  of  these 
acquired  also  thereby  a  more  particular  proteo-  pious  journeys  was  Rome,  which  contained  all 
tion  against  the  great  and  powerful — ^for  who  the  little,  that  was  left  in  the  western  world, 
would  violate  the  tomb  of  his  ancestors  or  his  of  antient  learning  and  taste.  The  other  great 
own?  It  was  not  an  unnatural  weakness  to  object  of  those  pilgrimages  was  Jerusalem; 
think  that  some  advantage  might  be  derived  this  led  them  into  the  Grecian  empire,  which 
from  lying  in  holy  places,  and  amoog  holy  per>  still  subsisted  in  the  east  with  great  majesty 
sons  ;  and  this  superstiticHi  was  fomented  withi  and  power.  Here  the  Greeks  had  not  only 
the  greatest  industry  and  art.  The  monks  of  not  discontinued  the  antient  studies,  but  they 
Glastonbury  spread  a  notion  that  it  was  almost  added  to  the  stock  of  arts  many  inventions  of 
impossible  any  person  should  be  damned  whose  curiosity  and  convenience,  that  were  unknown 
body  lay  in  their  cemetery.  This  must  be  to  antiquity.  When,  afterwards,  the  Saracras 
considered  as  coming  in  aid  of  the  amplest  of  prevailed  in  that  part  of  the  work!,  the  pii- 
their  resources,  prayer  for  the  dead.  grims  had  also  by  the  same   means  an  oppor- 

But  there  was  no  part  of  their  policy,  ci  tunity  of  profiting  from  the   improvements  of 

whatever  nature,  that    procured  to  them  a  that  laborious  people ;  and  however  little  the 

greater  or  juster  credit,  tiian  their  cultivation  majority  of  these  pious  travellers  might  hare 

of  learning  and  useful  arts.    For  if  the  monks  had  such    objects  in   their  view,  something 

contributed  to  the  fall  of  science  in  the  Roman  useful  must  unavoidably  have  stuck  to  them; 

empire,  it  is  certain  that  the  introduction  of  a  few  certainly  saw  with  more  discernment, 

learning  and  civility  into  this  northern  world  is  and  rendered  their  travels  serviceaUe  to  their 

entirely  owing  to  their  labours.    It  is  true,  country,  by  importing  other  things  beskle  mi- 

that  they  cultivated  letters  only  in  a  secondary  racles  and  legends.     Thus  a  communication 

way,  and  as  subsidiary  to  religion.     But  the  was  opened  between  this  remote  island  and 

scheme  of  Christianity  is  such  that  it  almost  countries  of  which   it  otherwise  could  then 

necessitates  an  attention  to  many  kinds   of  scarcely  have  heard  mention  made ;  and  pil- 

learning.  For  the  scripture  is  by  no  means  an  grimages  thus  preserved  that  intercourse  among 

irrelative  system  of  moral  and  divine  truths;  mankind,  which  is  now  formed  by  politics, 

but  it  stands  connected  with  so  many  histories,  commerce,  and  learned  curiosi^. 

and  with  (he  laws,  opinions  ^nd  manners  of  It  is  not  wholly  unworthy  of  observatioOi 
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diat  Providenee,  which  strongly  appears  to         The  southern  parts  of  England  received 
have  intended  the  continual  intermixture  of  their  improvements  directly  through  the  chan» 
mankind,  never  leaves  the  human  mind  desti-  nel  of  Rome.    The  kingdom  of  Northum- 
tute  of  a  principle  to  effect  it.    This  purpose  berland,  as  soon  as  it  was  converted,  began 
is  sometimes  carried  on  by  a  sort  of  migra-  to  contend  with  the  southern   provinces  in 
tory  instinct,  sometimes  by  the  spirit  of  con-  an  emulation  of   piety  and  learning.     The 
quest ;  at  one  time  avarice  drives  men  from  ecclesiastics  then  silso  kept  up  and  profited  by 
tiieir  homes,  at  another  they  are  actuated  by  their  intercourse  with  Rome  ;  but  they  found 
a  thirst  of  knowledge;   where  none  of  these  their  principal  resources  of  knowledge  from 
causes  can  operate,  the  sanctity  of  particular  another  and  a  more  extraordinary  quarter.* 
places  attracts  men  fi'om  the  most  distant  The  island  of  Hii  or  Columkill  is  a  small  and 
quarters.      It  was  this  motive,  which  sent  barren  rock  in  the  Western  Ocean.    But  in 
Uiousands  in  those  ages  to  Jerusalem  and  those  days  it  was  high  in  reputati<»  as  the 
Rome ;  and  now,  in  a  full  tide,  impels  half  scite  of  a  monastery,  which  had  acquired  great 
the  world  annually  to  Mecca.  renown  fur  the  rigour  of  its  studies  and  the 
By  those  voyages  the  seeds  of  various  kinds  severity  of  its  ascetic  discipline.    Its  autho- 
of  knowledge  and  improvement  were  at  dif^  rity  was  extended  over  all  the  northern  parts 
ferent  times  imported  into  England.     They  pf  Britain  and  Ireland  *,  and  the  monks  <^  Hii 
were  cultivated  in  the  leisure  and  retirement  even  exercised  episcopal  jurisdiction  over  aH 
of  monasteries  ;  otherwise,  they  could   not  those  regions.  They  bad  a  considerable  share 
have  been  cultivated  at  all :  for  it  was  altogether  both  in  the  religious  and  literate  institution  of 
necessary  to  draw  certain  men  from  the  general  the  Northumbrians.    Another  island  of  still 
rude  and  fierce  society,  and  wholly  to  set  a  bar  less  importance,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Tees,  and 
hetween  them  and  the  barbarous  l^e  of  the  rest  called  Landisfom,  was  about  this  time  sancti- 
of  the  worU,  in  order  to  fit  them  for  study  and  the  fied  by  the  austerities  of  an  hermit  called  Gutb- 
cultivation  of  arts  and  science.    Accordingly,  bert.     It  soon  became  also  a  very  celebrated 
we  find  everywhere,  in  the  first  institutions  for  monastery.     It  was,  fi^m  a  dread  of  the  ra- 
the propagation  of  knowledge  among  any  peo-  vages  of  pirates,  removed  first  to  the  adjacent 
pie,  that  those  who  followed  it  were  set  apart  part  of  the  continent,  and  on  the  same  account 
and  secluded  from  the  mass  of  the  community,  finally  to  Duiliam.     The  heads  of  this  mo- 
The  great  ecclesiastical  chair  of  his  king-  nastery  omitted  nothing  which  could  contribute 
dom  for  near  a  century  was  filled  by  foreigners ;  to  the  glory  of  their  founder,  and  to  the  dignity 
they  were  nommated  by  the  popes  ;  who  were  of  their  house ;  which  became  in  a  very  short 
in  that  age  just  or  politic  enough  to  appoint  time,  by  their  assiduous  endeavours,  the  most 
persons  of  a  merit  in  some  degree  adequate  to  considerable  school,  perhaps,  in  Europe.  The 
that  important  charge.     Through  this  series  great  and  justest  boast  of  this  monastery  is 
of  foreign  and  learned  prelates,  continual  ac-  ihe  venerable  Beda,  who  was  educated,  and 
cessions  were  made  to  the  originally  slender  spent  his  whole  life  there.    An  account  of  his 
stock  of  English  literature.    The  greatest  and  writings  is  an  account  of  the  English  leam- 
most  valuable  of  these  accessions  was  made     ing  in  that  age,  taken  in  its  most  advantageous 
in  the  time  and  by  the  care  of  Theodoras,  view.     Many  of  his  works  remain ;  and  he 
the  seventh  archbishop  of  Canterbury.    He     wrote  both  in  prose  and  verse,  and  upon  all 
was  a  Greek  by  birth ;  a  man  of  a  high  ambi-     sorts  of  subjects.     His  theology  forms  the 
tious  spirit,  and  of  a  mind  more  liberal,  and     most  considerable  part  of  his  writings.    He 
talents  better  cultivated,  than  generally  fell     wrote  conunents  upon  almost  the  whole  Scrip- 
to  the  lot  of  the  western  prelates.    He  first     ture,  and  several  homilies  on  the  principal 
introduced  the  study  of  his  native  language     festivals  of  the  church.      Both  the  comments 
into  this  island.    He  brought  with  him  a  num-     and  i^ermons  are  generally  allegorical  in  the 
her  of  valuable  books  in  many  faculties ;   and     construction  of  the  text,  and  simply  moral  in 
among  them  a  magnificent  copy  of  the  works     the  application.    In  these  discourses  several 
of  Homer,  the  most  antient  and  best  of  poets,     things  seem  strained  and  fanciful ;  but  herein 
and  the  best  chosen,  to  inspire  a  people,  just     he  followed  entirely  the  manner  Of  the  earlier 
initiated  into  letters,  with  an  ardent  love,  and     fathers,  from  whom  the  greatest  part  of  his 
with  a  trae  taste  for  the  sciences.    Under  his     divinity  is  not  so  much  imitated  as  extracted, 
influence  a  school  was  formed  at  Canterbury ;     The  systematic  and  logical  method,  which 
and  thus  the  other  great  fountain  of  knowledge,     seems  to  have  been  first  introduced  into  theo* 
the  Greek  tongue,  was  opened  in  E"gl*^nd  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  669.  ^  St  Columbus,  or  Icolmkill  nr  lona. 
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logy  by  John  of  Damascus,  and  which  after-  that  aoon  afterwards  the  monks  begu  to  applj 
wards  was  known  by  the  name  of  school-divi-  themselves  to  astronomy  and  chrooology,  (ram 
nity,  was  not  then  in  use,  at  least  in  the  the  disputes  which  were  carried  on  willi  le 
western  church ;  though  soon  after  it  made  an  much  beat  and  so  little  effect  concerning  tiie 
amazing  progress.  In  this  scheme  the  allego-  proper  time  of  celebrating  Easter ;  and  tba 
rical  gave  way  to  the  literal  explication;  the  English  owed  the  cultivation  of  these  noble 
imagination  had  less  scope ;  and  the  affections  sciences  to  one  of  the  most  trivial  controfcr- 
were  less  touched.  But  it  prevailed  by  an  sies  of  ecclesiastic  discipline.  Beda  did  not 
appearance  more  solid  and  philosophical ;  confine  his  attention  to  those  soperioor  sd- 
by  an  order  more  scientific ;  and  by  a  readi-  ences.  He  treated  of  music  and  of  rhetorie, 
ness  of  application,  either  for  the  solution  or  of  grammar  and  the  art  of  versification,  andof 
the  exciting  of  doubts  and  difficulties.  aridimetic,  both  by  letters  and  on  the  fingen: 
They  alM  cultivated  in  this  monastery  die  and  his  work  on  diis  last  subject  is  the  mtf 
study  of  natural  philosophy  and  astronomy,  one  in  which  that  piece  c£  antique  cnrkm^ 
There  remain  of  Beda  one  entire  book,  and  has  been  preserved  to  us.  All  these  are  Aoti 
some  scattered  essays  on  these  subjects.  This  pieces  ;  some  of  them  are  in  the  catedietical 
book,  de  rerwn  naturdt  is  concise  and  metho-  method,  and  seem  designed  for  the  inunediiti 
dical,  and  contains  no  very  contemptible  ab-  use  of  the  pupils  in  his  monastery,  in  order  to 
stract  of  the  physics,  which  were  taught  in  fimnsh  them  with  SMne  leading  ideas  in  Ike 
the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire.  It  was  rudiments  of  these  arts,  then  newly  introduoed 
somewhat  unfortunate  that  the  infimcy  (rf'Eng^  into  his  country.  He  likewise  made,  and 
li^  learning  was  supported  by  the  dotage  of  probably  ibr  the  same  purpose,  a  very  ample 
the  Roman,  and  that  even  the  spring^head,  and  valuable  collection  of  short  philosophical, 
fixHn  whence  they  drew  their  instructions,  political,  and  moral  maxims,  from  Aristode, 
was  itself  corrupted.  However,  the  worics  of  Plato,  Seneca,  and  other  sages  of  heathen  an* 
the  great  masters  of  the  antient  science  stiO  tiquity.  Ho  made  a  separate  book  of  shining 
remained  ;  but  in  natural  philosophy  the  worst  common-places  and  remarkable  passages,  ex- 
was  the  most  fitriiionaUe.  The  Epicurean  tracted  fi-om  die  works  of  Cicero,  <^  whom  he 
physics,  the  most  approaching  to  rational,  had  was  a  great  admirer,  though  he  seems  to  have 
long  k)st  all  credit  by  being  made  the  support  been  not  an  happy  or  diligent  imitator  in  hii 
of  an  impious  theology  and  a  loose  morality,  style.  From  a  riew  of  these  pieces,  we  maj 
The  fine  risions  of  Plato  fell  into  some  dis-  form  an  idea  of  what  stock  in  the  science  the 
credit  by  the  abuse  whidi  heretics  had  made  English  at  that  time  possessed,  and  what  ad* 
of  them ;  and  the  writings  of  Aristotle  seem  vances  they  had  made.  That  work  of  Beda, 
to  have  been  then  the  only  ones  much  regard-  which  is  the  best  known  and  most  esteemed, 
ed,  even  in  natural  phikMophy,  in  i^ich  is  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  the  En^isb 
branch  of  science  akme  they  are  unworthy  of  Nation.  Disgraced  by  a  want  of  chmce,  and 
him.  Beda  entirely  fi^ws  bis  system.  The  fiequently  by  a  confiised  ill  disposition  of  bis 
appearances  of  nature  are  explained  by  matter  matter,  suod  blemished  vrith  a  degree  of  credu- 
and  ibrm,  and  by  the  four  vulgar  elements,  Hty  next  to  infantine,  it  is  still  a  valuable,  and, 
aeted  upon  by  the  fbinr  supposed  qualities  of  for  the  time,  a  surprising  performance.  The 
hot,  dry,  moist,  and  coM.  His  astronomy  is  book  opens  with  a  descrii^ion  of  diis  island, 
on  die  common  system  of  the  antients,  sul^  which  wouhi  not  have  disgraced  a  dassical 
ficient  for  the  few  purposes  to  which  they  ap-  author ;  and  he  has  prefixed  to  it  a  chronoto- 
plied  it,  but  otherwise  imperfect  and  grossly  gieal  abridgment  of  sacred  and  profane  history, 
erroneoQs.  He  makes  the  moon  larger  than  coimected  fiom  the  beginning  of  the  worU ; 
the  earth ;  though  a  reflection  on  the  nature  of  which,  though  not  critically  adapted  to  hii 
eclipses,  which  he  understood,  might  have  main  design,  is  of  far  more  intrinsic  vakie,  and 
satisfied  him  of  the  contranr.  But  he  had  so  indeed  displays  a  vast  fund  of  historical  erudi- 
much  to  copy,  that  he  had  little  time  to  ex-  tion.  On  the  whole,  though  this  fttber  of  dw 
amine.  These  speculations,  however  ernme-  English  learning  seems  to  have  be«i  bat  a  ge- 
ous,  were  still  usefiil ;  for  though  men  err  in  nius  of  the  micMle  class,  neidier  ekivaled  nor 
assigning  the  causes  of  natural  operations,  the  subtil,  and  one  who  wrote  in  a  low  style,  simple 
wofin  of  nature  are  by  this  means  brought  but  not  elegant ;  yet  when  we  reflect  upon  the 
under  their  consideration ;  which  cannot  be  time  in  which  he  lived,  the  place  in  whidi  he 
done  without  enlarging  the  mind.  The  sci-  spent  his  whole  life,  within  the  walls  of  a  wth 
ence  may  be  false  or  frivolous ;  the  improve-  aastery,  in  so  remote  and  wihl  n  oouniiy)  it  ii 
nenty-vrillbereaL    Itmayhera  berenaiked,  impo«iUe  to  reliise  him  the  )indw  of  w  i^ 
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credible  mdustry,  and  a  generoui  thirst  of  with  ahnost  equal  Tiolence.    Great  crimes 

knowledge.  and  extravagant  penances,  rapine   and  an 

That  a  nation,  who  not  fifty  years  before  entire  resignation  of  worldly  goods,  rapes,  and 

had  but  just  begun  to  emerge  firom  a  barbarism  vows  of  perpetual  chastity,  succeeded  each 

w>  perfect  that  they  were  unfurnished  even  other  in  the  same  persons.    There  was  no- 

with  an  alphabet,  should,  in  so  short  a  time,  thing,  which  the  violence  of  their  passions 

have  establidied  ao  flourishing  a  seminary  of  could  not  induce  them  to  commit ;  nothing,  to 

learning,  and  have  produced  so  eminent  a  which  they  did  not  submit,  to  atone  for  their 

teacher,  is  a  circumstance  which,  I  imagine,  offences,  when  reflection  gave  an  opportunity 

DO  other  nation  besides  England  can  boast.  to  repent.    But  by  degrees  the  sanctions  of 

Hkberto  we  have  spoken  only  of  their  Latin  religion  began  to  preponderate;  and  as  tlie 
and  Greek  literature.  They  cultivated  also  monks  at  this  time  attracted  all  the  religious 
their  native  language,  which,  according  to  the  veneration,  religion  every  where  began  to  re- 
opinions  of  the  moat  adequate  judges,  was  de-  lish  of  the  cloister ;  an  inactive  spirit  and  a 
ficiont  neither  in  energy  nor  beauty :  and  was  spirit  of  scruples  prevailed :  they  dreaded  to 
pofisessed  of  such  an  happy  flezibili^,  as  to  be  put  the  greatest  criminal  to  death ;  they  scru- 
capable  of  expressing  with  grace  and  efiect  pled  to  engage  in  any  wordly  functi(Mis.  A 
every  new  technia^  idea,  introduced  by  theo-  king  <^  the  Saxons  dreaded  that  God  wodd 
logy  or  science.  They  were  fond  of  poetry ;  call  him  to  an  account  for  the  time  which  he 
thusy  sung  at  all  their  feasts;  and  it  was  ao-  spent  in  his  temporal  aflairs  and  had  stolen 
counted  extremely  disgracdul  not  to  be  able  to  from  prayer.  It  was  frequent  for  kings  to  go 
take  a  part  in  these  perfermances,  even  when  on  pilgrimages  to  Rome,  or  to  Jerusalem  on 
they  challenged  each  other  to  a  sudden  exertion  foot,  and  under  circumstances  of  great  hard- 
of  the  poetic  i^irit.  Caedmon,  afterwards  one  ^ip.  Several  kings  resigned  their  crowns  to 
(^  the  most  eminent  <£their  poets,  was  disgrao-  devote  themselves  to  religious  contemplation 
ed  in  this  manner  into  an  exerti(xi  of  a  latent  in  monasteries — more,  at  that  time,  and  in  this 
g^us.  He  was  desired  in  his  turn  to  sing,  nation,  than  in  all  other  natitms,  and  in  all 
but,  being  ignorant  and  fell  of  natural  sensi-  times.  This,  as  it  introduced  great  mildness 
bility,  retired  in  confusion  from  the  company ;  into  the  tempers  of  the  people,  made  them  less 
and  by  instant  and  strenuous  application  soon  warlike,  and  consequently  prepared  the  way 
became  a  distinguished  proficient  in  the  art.  to  their  forming  one  body  under  Egbert,  and 

for  the  other  changes  whidi  followed. 

— -^  The  kingdom  of  Weasex,  by  the  wisdom 

and  courage  of  King  Ina,  the  greatest  legis- 

CHAPTER  HL  hitor  and  politician  of  those  times,  had  swal- 
lowed up  Cornwall,  for  a  while  a  refuge  for 

SERiKs  or  AHOLO-SAXoir  KINGS  FROM  ETH-  soBoe  of  the  old  Britaius,  together  with  the 

x:LBi:&T  TO  ALFBED ;  WITH  THE  iifTA"  little  kingdom  of  the  south  Saxons.    By  this 

siOH  OF  THE  DAVES.  augmentation  it  stretched  from  the  land's  end 

to  the  borders  of  Kent,  the  Thames  flowing  on 

The  Christian  religion  having  once  taken  the  north,  the  ocean  washing  it  on  the  south, 

root  in  Kent,  spread  itself  with  great  rapidity  By  their  situation,  the  people  of  Wessex  na- 

throughout  all  the  other  Saxon  kingdoms  in  turally  came  to  engross  the  little  trade  which 

England.    The  manners  of  the  Saxons  un-  then  fed  the  revenues  of  England ;  and  their 

d«rwent  a  notable  aUerati(»i  by  this  change  minds  were  somewhat  evened  by  a  foreign 

in   their  religion ;  their  ferocity  was  much  communication ;  by  which  they  became  more 

abated,  they  became  more  mild  and  sociable,  civilized  and  better  acquainted  with  the  arts 

and  their  laws  began  to  partake  of  the  sofl-  of  war  and  of  government.    Such  was  the 

ness  of  their  manners,  every  where  recom-  condition  of  the  kingdom  of  Wessex  when 

mending  mercy  and  a  tenderness  for  Chris-  Egbert  was  called  to  the  throne  of  his  ances- 

tian    bkxxi.    There  never  was  any  pec^e,  tors.    The  civil  commoti(His,  whidi  for  somo 

who  embraced  religion  with  a  more  fervent  time  prevailed,  had  driven  this  prince,  early 

seal  than  the  Anglo-Saxons,  nor  with  more  in  life,  into  an  useful  banishment.    He  was 

simplicity  of  spirit.    Their  history  for  a  Umg  honourably  received  at  the  court  of  Charle- 

time  idiows  us  a  remarkable  conflict  between  magne,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  <^study<- 

their  dispositions  and  their  principles.      This  ing  government  in  the  best  school,  and  of 

conflict  produced  no  medium,  because  they  forming  himself  afler  the  most  perfect  model. 

were  absolutely  contrary ;  and  both  opexatod  Whilst  Charlemagne  was  reducing  the  oonti- 
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Dent  of  Europe  into  one  empire,  Egbert  scents,  entered  the  kingdom  in  a  Conay^i 
reduced  England  into  one  kingdom.  The  state  body.  This  people  came  from  the  same 
of  his  own  dominions,  perfectly  united  under  place  whence  the  English  themselves  were 
him,  wilh  the  otlier  advantages  which  we  havo  derived,  and  they  differed  from  them  in  lit^ 
just  mentioned,  and  the  state  of  the  neighbour-  else,  than  that  they  still  retained  their  origi- 
ing  Saxon  governments,  made  this  reduction  nal  barbarity  and  heathenism.  These,  assist' 
less  difficult.  Besides  Wessex,  there  were  ed  by  the  Norwegians  and  other  people  d 
but  two  kingdoms  of  consideration  in  England,  Scandinavia,  were  the  last  t9rrent  of  the  na>- 
Mercia  and  Northumberland.  They  were  them  ravagers,  which  overflowed  Europe, 
powerful  enough  in  the  advantages  of  nature,  What  is  remaikable,  they  attacked  Elnglaad 
but  reduced  to  great  weakness  by  their  divi-  and  France  when  Uiese  two  kingdoms  were 
sions.  As  there  is  nothing  of  more  moment  in  the  height <^ their  grandeur;  France  anda 
to  any  country  than  to  settle  the  successicm  Charlemagne,  England  united  by  Egbert 
of  its  government  on  clear  and  invariable  prin-  The  good  fortune  of  Egbert  met  its  first  ched 
ciples,  the  Saxon  monarchies,  which  were  from  these  people,  who  defeated  his  forces 
supported  by  no  such  principles,  were  coa-  with  great  slaughter  near  Charmouth  in  Dor- 
tinually  tottering.  The  right  of  government  setshire.  It  generally  happens  that  a  new 
sometimes  was  considered  as  in  the  eldest  nation,  with  a  new  method  of  making  war 
son,  sometimes  in  all ;  sometimes  the  will  of  succeeds  against  a  people  only  exercised  ii 
tiie  deceased  prince  disposed  of  the  crown ;  arms  by  their  own  civil  dissensions.  Besides 
sometimes  a  popular  election  bestowed  it.  England,  newly  united,  was  not  without  those 
The  consequence  of  this  was  the  frequent  jealousies  and  that  disaffection,  which  give 
division  and  frequent  reunion  of  the  same  tern-  such  great  advantage  to  an  invader.  But  the 
tory,  which  were  productive  of  infinite  mischief:  vigilance  and  courage  of  Egbert  repaired  this 
many  various  principles  of  succession  gave  defeat ;  he  repulsed  the  Danes ;  and  died  sood 
titles  to  some,  pretensions  to  more ;  and  plots,  afler,  at  Winchester,  full  of  years  and  glory, 
cabals  and  crimes  could  not  be  wanting  to  all  He  lefl  a  great  but  an  endangered  socces* 
the  pretenders.  Thus  vns  Mercia  torn  to  sion  to  his  s<hi  Ethelwolf,  who  was  a  miM  and 
pieces  ;  and  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland,  virtuous  prince,  fiill  of  a  timid  piety,  which 
assaulted  on  one  side  by  the  Scots,  and  ra-  utterly  disqualifies  for  government ;  and  he 
vaged  on  the  other  by  the  Danish  incursions,  began  to  govern  at  a  time  when  the  greatest 
could  not  recover  from  a  long  anarchy,  into  capacity  was  wanted.  The  Danes  pour  in 
which  its  intestine  divisions  had  plunged  it.  upon  every  side :  the  king  rouses  from  his 
Egbert  knew  how  to  make  advantage  of  these  lethargy ;  battles  are  fought  with  various  sue- 
divisions ;  fomenting  them  by  his  policy  at  cess,  which  it  were  useless  and  tedious  to  re- 
first,  and  quelling  them  afterwards  by  his  count  The  event  seems  to  have  been,  that 
sword,  he  reduced  these  two  kingdoms  under  in  some  comers  of  the  kingdom  the  Danes 
his  government.  The  same  power,  which  con-  gained  a  few  inconsiderable  settlements ;  the 
quered  Mercia  and  Northumberland,  made  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  afler  being  terribly  ra* 
reduction  of  Kent  and  Essex  easy:  the  people  vaged,  was  left  a  little  time  to  recover,  in 
on  all  hands  the  more  readily  submitting,  be-  order  to  be  plundered  anew.  But  the  weak 
cause  there  was  no  change  made  in  their  laws,  prince  took  no  advantage  of  this  time  to  con- 
manners,  or  the  form  of  their  government.  cert  a  regular  plan  of  defence,  or  to  rouse  a 
Egbert,  when  he  had  brought  all  England  proper  spirit  in  his  people.  Yielding  himself 
mader  his  dominion,  made  the  Welsh  tribu-  wholly  to  speculative  devotion,  he  entirely  ne- 
tary,  and  carried  his  arms  with  success  into  glected  his  affairs ;  and  to  complete  the  ruin 
Scotland,  assumed  the  title  of  monarch  of  all  of  his  kingdom,  abandoned  it  in  such  critical 
Britain.*  The  southern  part  of  the  island  was  circumstances,  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome, 
now  for  the  first  time  authentically  known  by  At  Rome  he  behaved  in  the  manner  that  suited 
the  name  of  England,  and,  by  every  appear-  his  little  genius,  in  making  charitable  foun* 
ance,  promised  to  have  arrived  at  the  fortunate  dations,  and  in  extending  the  Romescot  of 
moment  for  forming  a  permanent  and  splendid  Peter-pence,  which  the  folly  of  some  princes 
monarchy.  But  Egbert  had  not  reigned  seven  of  the  heptarchy  had  granted  for  their  parti- 
years  in  peace,  when  the  Danes,  who  had  cular  dominions,  over  the  whole  kingdom, 
before  rfiowed  themselves  in  some  scattered  His  shameful  desertion  of  his  country  raised 
parties,  and  made  some  inconsiderable  de-  so  genersd  a  discontent,  that,  in  his  absence, 

his  own  son,  with  the  |n-incipal  of  his  nobilitf 

*  No  Sazon  monarch  until  Athelstan.  and  bishops,  com^ired  against  him.    At  hk 
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le  Ibund,  however,  that  several  still  greatness  of  his  courage  and  capacity,  which 

to  him ;  but,  here  too,  incapable  of  found  in  desperate  hopes  and  a  ruined  king- 

ivith  vigour,  he  agreed  to  an  accom-  dom  such  powerful  resources.      In  a  shOTt 

n,  which  placed  the  crown  on  the  head  time  afler  he  was  in  a  condition  to  be  re- 

tbellious  son  ;  and  only  left  to  himself  spected :  but  he  was  not  led  away  by  the  am- 

e  of  government  as  narrow  as  his  bition  of  a  young  warriour.    He  neglected  no 

—the  district  of  Kent,  whither  he  re-  measures  to  procure  peace  for  his  country, 

enjoy  an  inglorious  privacy  with  a  which  wanted  a  respite  from  the  calamities 

om  he  had  married  in  France.  which  had  long  oppressed  it.    A  peaco  was 

s  death,  his  son  Ethelred  still  held  the  concluded  for  Wessex.  Then  the  Danes  turn- 

which  he  had  pre-occupied  by  his  re-  ed  their  faces  once  more  towards  Mercia  and 

and  which  he  polluted   with  a  new  East  Anglia.     They  had  before  stripped  the 

He  married  his  father's  widow.    The  inhabitants  of  all  their  moveable  substance, 

i  history  of  these  times  furnishes  no  and  now  they  proceeded  without  resistance 

count  either  of  the  successions  of  the  to  seize  upon  their  lands.    Their  success  en^ 

of  their  actions.    During  the  reign  of  couraged  new  swarms  of  Danes  to  crowd  over, 

Qce  and  his  successors,  Ethelbert  and  who,  finding  all  the  northern  parts  of  England 

J,  the  people  in  several  parts  of  Eng-  possessed  by  their  friends,  rushed  intoWessex. 

em  to  have  withdrawn  from  the  king-  They  were  adventurers  under  different  and  in- 

Wessex,  and  to  have  revived  their  dependent  leaders  ;  and  a  peace,  little  regard- 
independency.  This,  added  to  the  ed  by  the  particular  party  that  made  it,  had 
33  of  the  government,  made  way  for  no  influence  at  all  upon  the  others.  Alfred 
arms  of  Danes,  who  burst  in  upon  this  opposed  this  shock  with  so  much  firmness, 
rned  and  divided  people,  ravaging  the  that  the  barbarians  had  recourse  to  a  strata- 
ountry  in  a  terrible  manner,  but  prin-  gem ;  they  pretended  to  treat ;  but  taking  ad- 
lirecting  their  fury  against  every  monu-  vantage  of  the  truce,  they  routed  a  body  of 
'civility  or  piety.  They  had  now  form-  the  West  Saxon  cavalry,  that  were  off  their 
;ular  establishment  in  Northumberland,  guard,  mounted  their  horses,  and  crossing,  the 
led  a  very  considerable  footing  in  Mer-  country  with  amazing  celerity,  surprised  the 
East  Anglia;  they  hovered  over  every  city  of  Exeter.  This  was  an  acquisition  of 
he  kingdom  with  their  fleets  ;  and  being  infinite  advantage  to  their  affairs,  as  it  se- 
bed  in  many  places  in  the  heart  of  the  cured  them  a  port  in  the  midst  of  Wessex. 
,  nothing  seemed  able  to  resist  them.  Alfred,  mortified  at  this  series  of  misfortunes, 

perceived  cle  vly  that  nothing  could  dislodge  the 

'  Danes,  or  redress  their  continual  incursions, 

but  a  powerful  fleet,  which  might  intercept 

CHAPTER  IV.  them  at  sea  5  the  want  of  this,  principally, 

gave  rise  to  the  success  of  that  people.    They 

B£iGi7  OF  EiNO  ALFRED.  used  suddenly  to  land  and  ravage  a  part  of 

the  country;  when  a  force  opposed  thena, 
•as  in  the  midst  of  these  distractions  they  retired  to  their  ships  and  passed  to  some 
fred  succeeded  to  a  sceptre,  which  was  other  part,  which  in  a  like  manner  they  ra- 
aed  every  moment  to  be  wrenched  from  vaged,  and  then  retired  as  befbre,  until  tho 
nds.  He  was  then  only  twenty-two  country,  entirely  harassed,  pillaged  and  wasted 
f  age ;  but  exercised  from  his  infancy  by  these  incursions,  was  no  longer  able  to  re- 
lies and  in  wars,  that  formed  and  dis-  sist  them.  Then  they  ventured  safely  to  enter 
his  virtue.  Some  of  its  best  provinces  a  desolated  and  disheartened  country,  and  to 
m  from  his  kingdom,  which  was  shrunk  establish  themselves  in  it.  These  considera- 
mtient  bounds  of  Wessex ;  and  what  tions  made  Alfred  resolve  upon  equipping  a 
ed  was  weakened  by  dissension,  by  a  fleet ;  in  this  enterprise  nothing  but  diflicultica 
Etf,  by  a  raging  pestilence,  and  sur-  presented  themselves ;  his  revenue  was  scanty ; 
1  by  enemies,  whose  numbers  seemed  and  his  subjects  altogether  unskilled  in  mari- 
istible,  and  whose  fury  was  equally  time  affairs,  eitftfer  as  to  the  construction  or 
ed  by  victories  or  defeats.  All  these  the  navigation  of  ships.  He  did  not  therefore 
;ies  served  only  to  increase  the  vigour  despair.  With  great  promises  attending  a 
nind.  He  took  the  field  without  delay;  little  money,  he  engaged   in  his  service  a 

was  defeated  with  considerable  loss,  number  of  Frisian  seamen,  neighbours  to  the 

•minous  defeat  displayed  more  fully  the  Danes,  and  pirates,  as  they  were.  He  breughti 
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bj  th«  MOM  meaiu,  shipwri|;fats  from  the  coop  When  Alfred  had  onoe  more  r»-Qitttod  tht 

tinent      He   wm  himself  present  to  ererj  kingdoms  of  his  ancestors,  he  fiiund  the  whole 

thing;  and  having  performed  the  part  of  a  fiice  of  things  in  the  naost  desperate  eooditioa; 

king  in  drawing  together  supplies  of  every  there  was  no  ofaeervance  of  law  and  order; 

kind,  he  descended  with  no  less  dignity  into  religion  had  no  force  ;  there  was  no  hooest 

the  artist ;  improving  on  the  construction ;  in-  industry  ;  the  most  squalid  poverty  and  dw 

venting  new  machines ;  and  supplying  by  the  grossest  ignorance  had  over^iread  the  wfaols 

greatness  of  bis  genius,  the  defects  and  ink*  kingdom.      Alfred   at  once   enterprized  dw 

perfections  of  the  arts  in  that  rude  period,  cure  of  all  these  evils.    To  remedy  the  dirh 

By  this   indefatigable  api^icatioo,    the  first  orders  in  the  government,  he  revived,  improied 

English  navy  was  in  a  very  short  time   in  and  digested  all  the  Saxoo  institmicos ;  inw- 

readiness  to  put  to  sea.    At  that  time  the  much  that  he  is  generally  honoured  as  tiw 

Danish  fleet  of  125  ships,  stood  with  full  sail  fixmder  of  our  laws  and  constitntioo.* 

for  Exeter;  they  met;  but  with  an  omen  The  shire  he  divided  into  hundreds;  the  hoh 

prosperous  to  the  new  naval  power,  the  Danish  dreds  into  Qrthings ;  evory  (reeman  was  oUigad 

fleet  was  entirely  vanquished  and  dispersed,  to  be  entered  into  some  tything,  the  meoBbof 

This  success  drew  on  the  surrendry  of  Exeter,  of  which  were  mutually  bound  ibr  eadi  odier 

and  a  peace,  which  Alfired  much  wanted  to  (or  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  dM 

put  the  afiairs  of  his  kingdom  in  (»der.    This  avoiding  theft  and  rapine.    For  secorii^  dM 

peace,  however,  did  not  last  long.    As  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  he  introduced  die  me* 

Danes  were  continually  pouring  into  some  thod   of  giving  bail,  the  meat  certain  ienoe 

partof  England,  they  fbiuid  most  parts  already  against  tlM  abuses  of  power.    It  has  been  ob> 

m  Danish  hands ;  so  that  all  these  parties  na-  served  that  the  reigns  of  weak  princes  are 

turally  directed  their  course  to  the  only  English  times  &vourable  to  liberty ;  bat  the  wisest  and 

kingdom.     All  the  Danes   conspired  to  put  bravest  of  all  the  English  princes  is  the  fiuher 

them  in  possession  of  it ;  and  bursting  unex-  of  their  fireedom.    This  great  man  was  evea 

pectedly  with  the  united  force  of  their  whole  jealous  of  the  privileges  dC  his  subjects ;  and 

body  upon  Wessex,  Alfred  was  entirely  over-  as  his  whole  life  was  spent  in  protecting  them, 

whelmed,  and  obliged   to  drive  before  the  his  last  will  breathes  the  same  spirit,  declaring 

storm  of  his  fortune.    He  fled  in  disguise  into  that  he  had  left  his  people  as  free  as  their  own 

a  fastness  in  the  isle  of  Athelney,  where  he  thou^its.    He  not  only  collected  with  great 

remained  four  months  in  the  lowest  state  of  care  a  complete  body  of  laws,  but  he  wrote 
indigence,  supported  by  an  heroic  humilityi 

and  that  spirit  of  piety,  which  neither  adverse  *  Historians,  copying  after  one  another,  and 

fortune  nor  prosperity  could  overcome.    It  is  examining  Jittle,  have  attributed  to  this  mo* 

much  to  be  lamented,  that  a  character  so  ^^P^  »''«  Institution  of  juries ;  an  institution 

e        J  *     •  *      _*   -11  -—   :...^i„-j  :«  -  which  certainly  did  never  prevail  among  tos 

formed  to  mterest  all  men,  involved  m  re-  g^^ns.    They  have  llkewiie  attributed  tokim 

verses  of  fortune,  that  make  the  most  agree-  the  distribution  of  Enfland  into  shires,  hundreds 

able  and  useful  part  of  history,  should  be  only  and  tythings,  and  of  appointing  officers  over 

celebrated  by  pens  so  litUe  suitable  to  the  dig-  ^^^  divisFons.    But  it  Is  very  obvious  that  the 

c^i.       u •    .     rnu^    -^-..i..*'^— — ^  -  shires  were  never  settled  upon  any  regular  plan, 

nity  of  the  subjecL    These  revoluUons  are  so  .or  are  they  the  result  of  any  single  dtSfn! 

httle  prepared,  that  we  neither  can  perceive,  But  these  reports,  however  ill  imagined,  are  a 

distinctly,  the  causes  which  sunk  him,   nor  strong  proof  of  the  high  veneration  in  which 

those  which  again  raised  him  to  power.  A  few  ?'«  excellent  prince  has  always  been  .beW  :  as 

^-1,^  r    .     I-    II         •    I     T?    >-  .k^  >t  has  been  thought  that  the  attributrog  these 

naked  facte  are  all  our  stock.  Fromdiese,  we  regulations  to  hip  would  endear  them  to  the 

see  Alfred,  assisted  by  the  casual  success  of  nation.    He  probably  settled  them  in  such  an 

one  of  his  nobles,  issuing  from  his  retreat ;  he  order,  and  made  such  reformations  in  bis  go* 

heads  a  powerful  army  once  more;  defeats  Ternment^,  that  some  of  the  institutions thenj. 

♦u-  T^-        J  •       *u  -/    *   r  -nir  i»  ii  Selves,  which  he  improved,  have  been  attribvt- 

Ae  Danes,  drives  them  out  of  Wessex,  follows  ^  ^^  ^W ;  and  indeSd  ihero  was  one  work  of 

his  blow,  expels  them  from  Mercia,  siibdues     his  which  serves  to  furnish  us  with  a  higher 
them  in  Northumberland,  and  makes  them  tri-     Idea  of  the  political  capacity  of  that  great  man 


him  venerable  to  posterity.    It  is  a  refresh-  confusion,  which  has  been  neglected  in  more 

inent  in  the  midst  of  such  a  gloomy  waste  of  i1$**l^'5*!S?w'£l!?*^!!i  !!!!i^  ^VJSl 

K*»K*r;»»  ..^  A^rJm^i^  ««Vii«™  -^  fi..'-  •d  tbo  RoU  of  Winton,  and  served  as  a  Bodei 

barbari«nanddesolatioD,to&UopQnM&ir  of  a  work  of  the  «ame  kind  made  by  Willli* 

tndcultivstedftipot.  tbeConquerow. 
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on  them  fbr  tho  iistnicdoa  of  his  nor  write  at  twelve  years  old ;  but  he  improv- 

jodgeSf  who  were  ID  general,  by  the  miafbr-  ed  his  time  in  such  a  manner  that  he  became 

tme  of  the  time,  ignorant ;  and  if  he  took  one  <^  the  most  knowing  men  d*  his  age,  in 

care  to  correct  their  ignorance,  he  was  rigo-  geometry,  in  philosophy,  in  ardiitecture,  and 

raaa  towards  their  corruption.    He  inquired  in  music.  He  applied  himself  to  the  improve-^ 

■trietly  into  their  conduct ;  he  heard  aj^ieals  ment  of  his  natire  language ;  he  translated  se> 

in  peraon ;  he  held  his  wittenapgemotes,  or  yeral  valuable  works  from  Latin ;  and  wrote  a 

psriiaaneBts,  frequently  ;  and  kept  ey^  part  vast  number  of  poems  in  the  Saxon  tongue 

of  his  ^overmnent  in  health  and  vigour.  with  a  wonderful  facility  and  happiness.     He 

Nor  was  he  less  solicitous  for  the  defence  not  only  excelled  in  the  theory  of  the  arts  and 

than  he  had  diown  himself  for  the  regulation  sciences,  but  possessed  a  great  mechanical 

of  his  kingdom.     He  nourished  with  particu-  genius  for  the  executive  part ;  he  improved 

br  care  the  new  naval  strength,  which  he  had  Uie   manner  of  ^p-building ;   introduced  a 

Mtabtished ;  he  built  forts  and  castles  in  the  more  beautiful  and  commodious  architecture, 

Bost  important  posts ;  he  settled  beacons  to  and  even  taught  his  countrymen   the   art  of 

spiaad  an  alarm  on  the  arrival  of  an  enemy ;  making  bricks,  most  of  the  buildings  having 

aod  ordered  his  militia  in  such  a  manner  that  been  of  wood  before  his  time ;  in  a  word,  he 

tbore  was  always  a  great  power  in  readiness  comprehended  in  the  greatness  of  his  mind,  the 

to  aaroh,  well  appointed  aiid  well  disciplined,  whole  of  government  and  all  its  parts  at  once ; 

But  that  a  suitable  revenue  might  not  be  want-  and  what  is  most  difficult  to  human  frailty, 

ing  for  the  support  of  his  fleets  and  fortifications,  was  at  the  same  time  sublime  and  minute, 

he  gave  great  encouragement  to  trade ;  which  Religi(n,  which  in  Alfred's  father  was  so 

by  the  inracies  on  the  coasts,  and  the  rapine  prejudicial  to  affairs,  without  being  in  him  at 

and  iajustioe  exercised  by  the  people  within,  all  inferiour  in  its  zeal  and  fervour,  was  <^  a 

had  kmg  become  a  stranger  to  Uiis  island.  more  enlarged  and  noble  kind ;  far  from  being 

In  the  midst  of  these  various  and  important  a  prejudice  to  his  government,  it  seems  to 
caras,  he  gave  a  peculiar  attention  to  learning,  have  been  the  principle  that  supported  him  in 
whioh  by  the  rage  of  the  late  wars  had  been  so  many  fatigues,  and  fed  like  an  abundant 
entirdy  extinguished  in  his  kingd(Hn.  "  Very  source  his  civil  and  military  virtues.  To  his 
fisw  there  were  (says  this  monarch)  on  this  religious  exercises  and  studies  he  devoted  a 
aide  tha  Humber,  that  understood  their  (Mrdih  full  third  part  of  his  time.  It  is  pleasant  to 
■ary  prayers ;  or  Uiat  were  able  to  translate  trace  a  genius  even  in  its  smallest  exertions ; 
any  Latin  book  into  English  ;  so  few,  that  I  in  measuring  and  aUotting  his  time  for  the 
do  not  remember  even  one  qualified,  to  the  variety  of  business  he  was  engaged  in.  Ac- 
■oothward  of  the  Thames,  when  I  be^^  my  cording  to  his  severe  and  methodical  custom, 
reign."  To  cure  this  deplorable  ignorance,  he  had  a  sort  of  wax  candles,  made  of  dif- 
be  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  bring  ferent  colours,  in  different  proportions,  ac- 
into  En^and  men  of  leammg  in  all  branches  cording  to  the  time  he  allotted  to  each  par- 
from  every  part  of  Europe ;  and  unbounded  in  ticular  affair ;  as  he  carried  these  about  with 
his  liberality  to  them.  He  miacted  by  a  law,  him  wherever  he  went,  to  make  them  bum 
that  every  person  possMsed  of  two  hides  oi  evenly,  he  invented  bom  lanthoms.  One 
knd  sbovdd  send  their  chikhren  to  school  until  cannot  help  being  amazed  that  a  prince,  who 
sixteen.  Wisdy  considering  where  to  put  a  lived  in  such  turbdent  times,  who  command- 
stop  to  hb  love  even  of  the  liberal  arts,  which  ed  personally  in  fifty-four  pitched  battles,  who 
are  only  suited  to  a  liberal  condition,  he  en-  had  so  disordered  a  province  to  regulate,  who 
terprized  yet  a  greater  design  than  that  of  was  not  only  a  legislator  but  a  judge,  and  who 
forming  die  growing  generation — to  instmct  was  continually  superintending  his  armies,  his 
even  the  grown ;  enjoining  all  his  earUormen  navies,  the  trafiSc  of  his  kingdom,  his  reve- 
and  sheriffii  immediately  to  apply  themselves  nues,  ajid  the  conduct  of  all  his  oScers,  could 
to  learning,  or  to  quit  their  offices.  To  faci-  have  bestowed  so  much  of  his  time  on  reli- 
Ikate  these  great  purposes  he  made  a  regular  gious  exercises  and  speculative  knowledge ; 
foundation  of  an  university,  which  with  great  but  the  exertion  of  all  his  faculties  and  virtuas 
reason  is  bdieved  to  have  been  at  Ojdbrd.  seemed  to  have  given  a  mutual  strength  to 
Whatever  trouble  he  took  to  extend  the  bene-  all  of  them.  Thus  all  histwiaus  speak  of  diis 
fUs  of  loami&g  asoong  his  subjects,  he  show-  prince,  whose  whole  history  was  one  pana- 
ad  the  emunpb  hiuMolf,  azMl  applied  to  the  gyric;  and  whatever  dark  spots  of  human 
GidtivatioB  of  his  aakid  with  unparaUelad  dili-  frailty  may  have  adhered  to  such  a  cfaaraio 
ganoa  and  aucoesi.    Ha  cQuki  neithar  raad  tor,  tiiey  are  entirely  hid  in  the  splfadoar  «C 
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his  many  shining  qualities  and  grand  virtues,  his  reign  was  short,  and  he  was  bo  embruMi 

that  throw  a  glory  over  the  obscure  period  in  with  his  clergy  that  we  can  take  his  character 

which  he  lived,  and  which  is  for  no  other  rea-  only  from  the  monks,  who  in  such  a  cascaw 

son  worthy  of  our  knowledge.    The  latter  part  suspicious  authority.     Edgar,  the  second  sot 

of  his  reign  was  molested  with  new  and  for-  of  King  Edmund,  came  young  to  the  throne; 

midable  attempts  from  the  Danes ;  but  they  but  he  had  the  happiness  to  have  his  yodi 

no  longer  found  the  country  in  its  former  con-  formed,  and  his  kingdom  ruled,  by  nwn  of 

dition ;  their  fleets  were  attacked ;  and  those  experience,  virtue  and  authority.    The  oefe- 

that  landed,  found  a  strong  and  regular  c^  brated  Dunstan  was  his  first  minister,  and  had 

position.    There  were  now  fortresses  which  a  mighty  influence  over  all  his  actions.    Tbii 

restrained   their  ravages,    and  armies  well  prelate  had  been  educated  alM-oad,  and  had 

appointed  to  oppose  them  in  the  field ;  they  seen  the  world  to  advantage.    As  he  had  greit 

were  defeated  in  a  pitched  battle ;  and  after  power  at  court  by  the  superiour  wisdom  of  hii 

several  desperate  marches  from  one  part  of  counsels,  so  by  the  sanctity  of  his  life  he  had 

tile  country  to  the  other,  every  where  haras-  great  credit  with  the  people,  which  gave  a 

■ed  and  hunted,  they  were  glad  to  return  with  firmness  to   the  government  of  his  mastefi 

half  their  number,  and  to  leave  Alfred  in  quiet  whose  private  character  was,  in  many  respedii 

to  accomplish  the  great  things  he  had  project-  extremely  exceptionable.     It  was  in  his  rei^ 

ed.    This  prince  reigned  twenty-seven  years,  and  chiefly  by  the  means   of  his  minister, 

and  died  at  last  of  a  disorder  in  his  bowels,  Dunstan,  that  the  mcmks,  who  had  kng  pn- 

which  had  afflicted  him,  without  interrupting  vailed  in  the  opinicxi  of  the  generality  of  ths 

his  designs  or  souring  his  temper,  during  the  pe(^le,  gave  a  total  overthrow  to  their  rinb, 

greatest  part  of  his  life.  the  secular  clergy.    The  secular  dergy  wers 

at  this  time  for  the  most  part  married,  and 

— •  were  therefore  too  near  the  common  modes  of 

mankind  to  draw  a  great  deal  of  their  reqwct; 

CHAPTER  V.  their  character  was  supported  by  a  vwy  small 

portion  of  learning,  and  their  lives  were  not 

8T7CCESSION  OF  KIITG8  FROM  ALFBED  TO  such  as  people  wi^  to  SCO  in  the  clergy.   Bat 

HAROLD.  the  monks  were  unmarried ;  austere  in  thera 

lives ;  regular  in  their  duties ;  possessed  of 
His  son  Edward  succeeded ;  though  of  less  the  learning  of  the  times ;  well  united  under  a 
learning  than  his  father,  he  equalled  him  in  proper  subordination ;  fiiU  of  art,  and  impiaca* 
his  political  virtues ;  he  made  war  with  sue-  ble  towards  their  enemies.  These  circom- 
cess  on  the  Welsh,  the  Scots  and  the  Danes,  stances,  concurring  with  the  dispositions  of  the 
and  lefl  his  kingdom  strongly  fortified ;  and  ex-  king  and  the  designs  of  Dunstan,  prevailed  so 
ercised,  not  weakened,  wiUi  the  enterprizes  &r,  that  it  was  agreed  in  a  council,  ooovened 
of  a  vigorous  reign.  Because  his  son  Edmund  for  that  purpose,  to  expel  the  secular  cltfgy 
was  under  age,  the  crown  was  set  on  the  head  from  their  livings,  and  to  supply  their  plaMi 
of  his  illegitimate  offspring,  Athelstan.  His,  with  monks  throu^out  the  kingdom.  Although 
like  the  reigns  of  all  the  princes  of  this  time,  the  partizans  of  the  secular  priests  were  BOt 
was  molested  by  the  continual  incursions  of  a  few,  nor  of  the  lowest  class,  yet  they  wtfe 
the  Danes ;  and  nothing  but  the  succession  unable  to  withstand  the  current  of  the  popular 
of  men  of  spirit,  capacity,  and  love  of  their  desire,  strengthened  by  the  authority  of  a 
country,  which  providentially  happened  at  potent  and  respected  monarch ;  however,  there 
this  time,  could  ward  off  the  ruin  of  the  king-  was  a  seed  of  discontent  sown  on  this  occasioo, 
dom.  Such  Athelstan  was ;  and  such  was  his  which  grew  up  afterwards  to  the  mutual  de- 
brother  Edmund,  who  reigned  five  years  with  struction  of  all  the  parties.  During  the  whole 
great  reputation,  but  was  at  length,  by  an  ob-  reign  of  Edgar,  as  he  had  secured  the  most 
scure  ruiSian,  assassinated  in  his  own  palace,  popular  part  of  the  clergy,  and  with  them  the 
Edred,  his  brother,  succeeded  to  the  late  mo-  people,  in  his  interests,  there  was  no  internal 
narchy ;  though  he  had  lefl  two  sons,  Edwin  disturbance ;  there  was  no  foreign  war,  because 
and  Edgar,  both  were  passed  by  on  account  this  prince  was  always  ready  for  vrar.  But 
of  their  minority.  But  on  this  princess  death,  he  principally  owed  his  security  to  the  care 
which  happened  afler  a  troublesome  reign  of  he  took  of  his  naval  power,  which  was  modi 
ten  years,  valiantly  supported  against  conti-  greater  and  better  regulated  than  that  of  any 
nual  inroads  of  the  Danes,  the  crown  devolved  English  monarch  befwe  him.  He  had  Area 
on  Edwin  \  of  whom  little  can  be  said,  because  fleets  always  equipped,  one  of  which  aoDM^ 
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^led  round  the  island ;  thus  the  Danes,  the  In  those  days  of  wretchedness  and  igno* 
Scots,  the  Irish  and  the  Welsh  were  kept  in  ranee,  when  all  the  maritime  parts  of  Europe 
awe.  He  assumed  the  title  of  king  of  Albion,  were  attacked  by  these  formidable  enemies  at 
His  court  was  magnificent,  and  much  fre-  once,  they  never  thought  of  entering  into  any 
qnented  by  strangers.  His  revenues  were  in  alliance  against  them ;  they  equally  neglected 
cscellent  order ;  and  no  prince  of  his  time  sup-  the  other  obvious  method  to  prevent  their  in- 
ported  the  royal  character  with  more  dignity.  cursions,  which  was  to  carry  the  war  into  the 

£dgar  had  two  wives,  Elflada  and  Elfrida ;  invaders'  country. 
by  the  first  he  had  a  son  called  Edward.    The  What  aggravated  these  calamities,  the  no- 
seoond  bore  him  one  called  Etheldred.    On  bility,  mostly  disaffected  to  the  king,  and  en- 
Sdgar's  death,  Edward,  in  the  usual  order  tertaining  very  little  regard  to  their  country, 
of  succession,  was  called  to  the  throne ;  but  made,  some  of  them,  a  weak  and  cowardly 
SIfrida  cabsdled  in  favour  of  her  son ;  and  opposition  to  the  enemy ;  some  actually  be- 
finding  it'impossible  to  set  him  up  in  the  life  trayed  their  trust ;  some  even  were  found,  who 
of  bis  brother,  she  murdered  him  with  her  own  undertook  the  trade  of  piracy  themselves.    It 
funds  in  her  castle  of  Corfe,  whither  he  had  was  in  this  condition    that  Edric,  duke  of 
retired  to  refiresh  himself,  wearied  with  hunting.  Mercia,  a  man  of  some  ability,  but  light,  in- 
fitheldred,  who  by  the  crimes  of  his  mother,  constant,  and  utterly  devoid  of  all  principle, 
ascended  a  throne  sprinUed  with  his  brother's  proposed  to  buy  a  peace  from  the  Danes. 
blood,  had  a  part  to  act  which  exceeded  the  The  general  weakness  and  consternation  dis> 
capacity  that  could  be  expected  in  one  of  his  posed  the  king  and  people  to  take  this  per- 
yonth  and  inexperience.    The  partizans  of  nicious  advice.     At  first  £.10,000  was  given 
tfie  secalar  clergy,  who  were  kept  down  by  the  to  the  Danes,  who  retired  with  this  money 
^rigour  of  Edgai^s  government,  thought  this  a  and  the  rest  of  their  plunder.    The  English 
£t  time  to  renew  their  pretensions.  The  moi^  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  taxed  to  supply 
defended  themselves  in  their  possessions;  there  this  payment.     The  imposition  was  call^ 
was  BO  moderation  on  either  side,  and  the  Danegelt,  not  more  burthensome  in  the  thing 
whole  nation  joined  in  these  parties.     The  than  scandalous  in  the  name.    The  scheme  of 
■mrder  of  Edward  threw  an  odious  stain  on  purchasing  peace  not  only  gave  rise  to  many 
the  king,  though  he  was  wholly  innocent  of  internal  hardships,  but,  whilst   it  weakened 
tfiat  crime.    There  was  a  general  discontent;  the  kingdom,  it  inspired  such  a  desire  of  in- 
and  every  corner  was  full  of  murmurs  and  vading  it  to  the  enemy,  that  Sweyn,  king  of 
cabals.     In  this  state  of  the  kingdom  it  was  Denmark,  came  in  person   soon  after,  with 
equally  dangerous  to  exert  the  fulness  of  the  a  prodigious  fleet  and  army.    The  English, 
sovereign  authority,  or  to  suffer  it  to  relax,  having  once  found  the  method  of  diverting  the 
The  temper  of  the  king  was  most  inclined  to  storm  by  an  inglorious  bargain,  ccmld  not  bear 
the  latter  method,  which  is  of  all  things  the  to  think  of  any  other  way  of  resistance.    A 
worst.    A  weak  government,  too  easy,  suffers  greater  sum,  £.48,000  was  now  paid,  which  the 
evils  to  grow,  which   often   make  the   most  Danes  accepted  with  pleasure,  as  they  couki 
rigorous  and   illegal  proceedings   necessary,  by  this  means  exhaust  their  enemies,  and  en- 
Through  an  extreme  lenity  it  is  on  some  oc-  rich  themselves  with  little  danger  or  trouble, 
casions  tyrannical.  This  was  the  condition  of  With  very  short  intermissions  they  still  retum- 
Ktheldred's  nobility,  who,  by  being  permitted  ed,  continually  increasing  in  their  demands  ; 
every  thing,  were  never  contented.  in   a   few  years  they  extorted   upwards  of 
Thus  all  the  principal  men  held  a  sort  of  £.160,000  from  the  English,  besides  an  annual 
factious  and  independent  authority ;   they  de-  tribute  of  £.48,000.    The  country  was  wholly 
spised  the  king ;  they  oppressed  the  people,  and  exhausted  both  of  money  and  spirit.    *  The 
they  hated  one  another.    The  Danes,  in  every  Danes  in  England,  under  the  protection  of  the 
part  of  England  but  Wessex,  as  numerous  as  foreign  Danes,  committed  a  thousand  inso- 
the  English  themselves,  and  in  many  parts  lencies  ;  and  so  infatuated  with  stupidity  and 
more  numerous,  were  ready  to  take  advantage  baseness  were  the  English  at  this  time,  that 
of  these  disorders ;  and  waited  with  impa-  they  employed  hardly  any  other  soUiera  for 
tience  some  new  attempt  from  abroad,  that  their  defence. 

they  might  rise  in  favour  of  the   invaders.  In  this  state  of  shame  and  misery,  their 

They  were  not  long  without  such  an  occa-  sufferings  suggested  to  them  a  design  rather 

aion ;  the  Danes  pour  in  almost  upon  every  desperate  than  brave.     They  resolved  <mi  a 

part  at  once,  and  distract  the  defence  which  massacre  of  the  Danes ;  some  authors  say, 

the  weak  prince  was  preparing  to  make,  that  in  one  night  the  whole  race  W9S  cut  o£ 
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Many,  prolMbly  all  the  military  mMi,  wera  ao    ware  to  decide  the  &te  of  ED^bnd;  i^i 


asperate  those  of  the  same  nation  abroad,  who  cboaen  ibr  the  lists ;  Edmund  had  the  adiHiM 

the  next  year  landed  in  England  with  a  pow-  by  dM  greatneaa  of  his  strength,  GaanteM 

•rfiil  amy  to  revenge  it,  and  committed  out-  address;  for  when  JBUlmundhadso&riiW 

rages  even  beyond   the  usual  tenoor  of  the  ed  as  to  disarm  him,  Ira  proposed  a  |Bli^  ' 

Danish  cruelty.    There  was  in  England  no  in  which  he  persuaded  Edrownd  to  a  piM^ 

money  left  to  purchase  a  peace,  nor  courage  to  and  to  a  division  of  the  kuifdon.    Tkv 

wage  a  successful  war ;  and  the  king  of  Den-  armies  accepted    the  a^vemeBl;  aid  ^ 

mark,  Sweyn,  a  prince  of  capacity,  at  the  kings  departed  in  a  seeming  friendship.  M 

bead  of  a  large  body  of  brave  and  enterprising  Edmund  died  soon  after,  with  a  PjWk 

men.  soon  mastered  the  whole  kingdom,  ex-  suspicion  of  being  murdered  by  d»  ilMK 

eept  London.    Etheldred,  abandoned  by  for-  ments  of  his  associate  in  the  empire, 

tune  and  his  subjects,  was  forced  te  ffy  into  Canute,  on  this  event,  aHombled  the  Sl^H 

Normandy.  of  the  kingdom,  by  whom  he  was  aJuawMl 

As  there  was  no  good  order  in  the  Eng-  ed  king  of  all  Engtand.      He  was  a  pm 

lish  affairs,  though  continually  alarmed,  they  truly  great;  for  having  acquired  the  ^Sif/i'^ 

were  always  surprised ;  they  were  only  rous-  by  his  valour,  he  maintained  and  it^voni  ll 

ed  to  arms  by  the  cruelty  of  the  enemy;  and  l^  his  justice  and  demency.    Chwsiignlbv 

they  were  only  formed  into  a  body  by  be-  to  rule  by  the  iaelui^tion  of  his  sidiiecli  All 

ing  driven  fjfom  their  homes :  so  that  they  the  rig|it  of  conquest,  he  dwrmiswrf  luiDnA 

never  made  a  resistance  until  they  seemed  to  army,  and  committed  his  safety  to  dM  \m> 

be  entirely  conquered.     This  may  serve  to  He  re-established  the  ordor  and  lraBfd% 

account  for  the  frequent  sudden  reductions  of  which  so  long  a  series  of  bkKidy  ntn  m 

the  island,  and  the  frequent  renewals  of  their  baniBhed.  He  revived  the  antientatatnUstfAl 

fortune  when  it  seemed  the  most  desperate.  Saxon  princes;  andgovenied  tfaraag^ UsvWi 

Sweyn,  in  the  midst  of  his  victories,  dies ;  and,  reign  with  such  steadiness  and  nodtitliMi 

though  succeeded  by  ius  son  Canute,  who  in-  that  the  English  were  modi  happier  tote 

herited  his  Other's  resolution,  their  affairs  this  foreign  prince  than  thej  had  been  tote 

were  thrown  into  some  disorder  by  this  acci-  their  natural  kings.    Canute,  than^  Ike  k^ 

dent.     The  English  were  encouraged  by  it  ginning  of  his  lUe  wan  stahied  with  Ikw 

Etheldred  was  recalled,  and  the  Danes  re-  marks  of  violeace  and  ii^ustioe  wfaick  aMnd 

tired  out  of  the  kingdom ;  but  it  was  only  to  conquest,  was  remarkable  in  his  latter  mi  ft 

return  the  next  year  with  a  greater  and  belter  his  piety.  According  to  the  mode  of  thattiae, 

.appointed  force.    Nothing  seemed  able  to  op-  he  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  with  a  viiv  It 

pose  them.    The  king  dies.    A  great  part  of  expiate  the  crimes  which  paved  Ius  way  to  tki 

the  land  was  surrendered,  without  resistance^  to  throne ;  but  he  made  a  good  use  of  ths  pn^ 

Canute.  Edmund,  the  ekiest  son  of  Etheldred,  grination,  and  returned  fidl  of  tiie  ebseifitiiii 

supported,  however,  the  declining  hopes  of  the  he  had  made  in  the  ooumtry  through  which  be 

English  fbr  some  time ;  in  three  months  he  passed,  which  he  tunaed  to  the  benefit  of  bii 

fought  three  victorious  battles ;  he  attempted  a  extensive  dominions.      They  ooaoprehcnM 

fourth,  but  k>st  it  by  the  base  desertion  of  Edric,  England,  Denmailc,  Norway,  and  many  cf  tki 

the  principal  audior  of  all  these  troubles.    Itis  countries  which  lie  upon  the  Baltic    Thm 

common  with  the  conquered  side  to  attribute  he  left,  established  in  peace  and  seooriftf,  ti 

all  their  misfortunes  to  the  treachery  of  their  his  chikbren.    The  fote  of  his  nmthen  pe«Bf 

own  party.     They  choose  to  be  thought  sub-  sions  is  not  of  this  place.    Eagbad  fell  tobii 

dued  by  the  treachery  of  their  iirieods  rather  son  Harokl,  though  not  without  nocheoBpeti- 

than  the  superior  bravery  of  their  enemies,  tionin&vourof  the  sons  of  Edmund  IroMt, 

All  the  old  historians  talk  in  this  strain ;  and  while  some  oontended  for  the  right  of  thensf 

it  must  be  acknowledged  that  all  adherents  to  of  Etheldred,  AUired  and  Edwaid.     HvoU 

a  declining  party  have  many  temptations  to  inherited  none  of  the  virtues  of  Camlo;  ka 

infidelity.  banished  his  mother,  Emma,  monkied  kii 

Edmund,  defeated,  but  not  discouraged,  re-  half  brather,  Alfred,  and  died,  withont  'wmh 

treated  to  the  Severn,  where  he  recruited  his  after  a  shortNigB,  fhU  of  vioteiice, 

fbvees.    Canute  followed  at  his  heels.    And  and  crael^. 

tfaa  two  armies  were  drawn  vip  which  Hit  bra(h«r|  HMioMHito)  «li» 
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■esembled  him  in  his  character;  he  com*  to  oppose  him.    The  gaUies  of  Edward  and 

I  new  cruelties  and  injustices  in  reveng*  Gkxxiwin  met  on  the  Thames;  but  sudi  was 

OM  which  his  brother  had  committed,  and  the  general  favour  to  Goodwin,  such  the  po- 

id  after  a  yet  shorter  reign.   The  Danish  pularitj  of  his  cause,  that  the  king's  men 

',  establi^ied  with  so  much  blood,  ex-  threw  down  their  arms,  and  refused  to  fight 

of  itself ;  and  Edward,  the  only  sunriring  against  their  countrymen  in  favour  of  stran- 

fEtbddred,  then  an  exile  in  Normandy,  gers.    Edward  was  obliged  to  treat  with  his 

adied  to  the  throne  by  the  unanimous  own  subjects;  and,  in  consequence  of  this 

of  the  kingdom.  treaty,  to  dismiss  the  Normans,  whom  he 

is  prince  was  educated  in  a  monastery,  believed  to  be  the  best  attached  to  his  in- 

I  he  learned  piety,  continence,  and  humi-  terests.    Goodwin  used  the  power,  to  which 

at  nothing  of  the  art  (^government.    He  he  was  restored,  to  gratify  his  personal  re- 

unocent  and  artless,  but  his  views  were  venge ;  showing  no  mercy  to  his  enemies. 

V,  and  his  genius  oootemptible.    The  Some  c£  his  sons  behaved  in  the  most  tyran- 

:ter  of  such  a  prince  is  not,  therefore,  nical  manner.    The  great  lords  of  the  kingdom 

influences  the  government,  any  further  envied  and  hated  a  greatness  which  annihi- 

as  it  puts  it  in  the  hands  of  others,  lated  the  royal  authority,  eclipsed  them,  and 

I  he  came  to  the  throne,  Gkxxiwin,  earl  oppressed  the  people ;  but  Gh>odwin*s  death 

nt,  was  the  most  popular  man  in  Eng-  soon  after  quieted  for  a  while  their  murmurs. 

he  possessed  a  very  great  estate,  an  The  king,  who  had  the  least  share  in  the 

irizing  disposition,  and  an  eloquence  be-  transactions  of  his  own  reign,  and  who  was  of 

the  age  be  lived  in ;  he  was  arrogant,  a  temper  not  to  perceive  his  own  insigni- 

ious,  assuming,  and  c£  a  conscience  ficance,  begun  in  his  old  ago  to  think  of  a 

never  put  itself  in  the  way  of  his  in-  successor.    He  had  no  children ;  for  some 

He  had  a  considerable  share  in  restor-  weak  reasons  of  religion  or  personal  dislike  he 

dward  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors ;  and  had  never  cohabited  with  his  wife.    He  sent 

s  merit,  joined  to  his  popularity,  he  for  for  his  nephew  Edward,  the  son  of  Edmund 

time  directed  every  thing  according  to  Ironside,  out  of  Hungary,  where  he  had  taken 

easure.    He  intended  to  fortify  his  In-  refuge ;  but  he  died  soon  afler  he  came  to 

by  giving  in  marriage  to  the  king  his  Englaiid,ieaving  a  son  called  Edgar  Atheling. 

tor,  a  lady  of  great  beauty,  great  virtue.  The  king  himself,  irresolute  in  so  momentous 

D  education  beyond  her  sex.    Goodwin  an  afiair,  died  wiUioot  making  any  settlementt 

lowever,  poweriful  rivals  in  the  king's  His  reign  was  properly  that  of  his  great  men, 

-.    This  monarch,  who  possessed  many  or  rather  of  their  factions.  All  of  it  that  was  his 

private  virtues,  had  a  grateful  remem-  own  was  good.  He  was  carefhl  of  the  privi- 
)  of  his  favourable  reception  in  Nor-  leges  of  his  subjects,  and  took  care  to  have 
r ;  he  caressed  the  people  of  that  coun-  a  body  of  the  Saxon  laws,  very  favourable  to 
id  promoted  several  to  the  first  places,  them,  digested  and  enforced.  He  remitted 
iastical  and  civil,  in  his  kingdom.  This  the  heavy  imposition  called  Danegeki,  amount- 
in  uneasiness  m  all  the  English ;  but  Eari  ing  to  £.40,000  a  year,  which  had  been  cod- 
vin  was  particularly  offended.  The  Nor-  standyooUected  after  the  occasion  had  ceased; 

on  the  other  hand,  accused  Groodwin  he  even  repaid  to  his  subjects  what  he  found 

38ign  on  the  crown,  Uie  justice  of  which  in  the  trrasury  at  his  accession.    In  diort, 

Ltion  the  whole  tenour  of  his  conduct  there  Is  little  in  his  life  that  can  call  his  titis 

id  sufficiently.  But  as  his  cabals  began  to  to  sanctity  in  question ;  though  he  can  never 

into  action  before  they  were  in  perfect  be  reckoned  among  the  great  kings. 

ss  for  it,  the  Norman  party  prevailed, 

roodwin  was  banished.    This  man  was  _„,_, 

dy  very  popular  at  home  by  his  gen&- 

and  address,  but  he  found  means  to  en-  CHAPTER  YI. 

iven  foreigners  in  his  interests.   Baldwin, 

f  Flanders,  gave  him  a  very  kind  recep-  habols  n.— nrrASioir  of  the  iroBirARS.— ' 

By  his  assistance,  Goodwin  fitted  out  a  account  or  that  people,  and  or  the 

hired  a  competent  force,  sailed  to  Eng-  state  or  enoland  at  the  time  or  the 

sad  having  near  Sandwich  deceived  the  nrTAsioir. 

navy,  he  presented  himself  at  London 

t  he  was  expected.    Tbe  king  made  Thottoh  Edgar  Atheling  had  the  best  thie 

fts  great  a  fbrco  as  the  time  woSSi  admit  to  the  luoeession,  yet  Haroki,  the  aoo  of  Earl 
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Goodwin,  on  account  of  the  credit  of  his  father,  of  sixty  thousand  chosen  roon,  and  strock  a 

and  his  own  great  qualities,  which  supported  general  terrour  through  all  the  nation,  which 

and  extended  the  interest  of  his  family,  was  by  was  well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  lh« 

the  general  voice  set  upon  the  throne.     The  commander,  and  the  courage  and  discipline  of 

right  of  Edgar,  young,  and  discovering  no  great  his  troops. 

capacity,  gave  him  little  disturbance  in  com-  The  Normans  were  the  posterity  rf  thoae 
parisoD  of  the  violence  of  his  own  brotlier,  Danes,  who  had  so  long  and  so  cruelly  baru- 
Tosti,  whom,  for  his  infamous  oppression,  he  sed  the  British  islands  and  the  shore  of  the 
had  found  himself  obliged  to  banish.  This  adjoining  continent.  In  the  days  of  King  Al* 
man,  who  was  a  tyrant  at  home,  and  a  traitor  fired,  a  body  of  these  adventurers,  under  their 
abroad,  insulted  the  maritime  parts  with  leader,  Rollo,  made  an  attempt  upcm  England; 
a  piratical  fleet,  whilst  he  incited  all  the  but  so  well  did  they  find  every  spot  defended 
neighbouring  princes  to  fall  upon  his  country,  by  the  vigilance  and  bravery  of  that  grot 
Harold  Harfager,  king  of  Norway,  ailer  (he  monarch,  that  they  were  compelled  to  retire, 
conquest  of  the  Orkneys,  with  a  powerful  Beaten  from  these  shores,  the  stream  of  their 
navy  hung  over  the  coasts  of  England.  But  impetuosity  bore  towards  the  northern  parts  of 
nothing  troubled  Harold  so  much  as  the  pre*  France,  which  had  been  reduced  to  the  moit 
tensions  and  the  formidable  preparation  of  deplorable  condition  by  their  former  ravages. 
William  duke  of  Normandy,  one  of  the  most  Charles  the  Simple  then  sat  on  the  throne  of 
able,  ambitious,  and  enlerprizing  men  of  that  that  kingdom;  unable  to  resist  this  torrent  of 
age.  We  have  mentioned  the  partiality  of  barbarians,  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  it ;  be 
King  Edward  to  the  Normans,  and  the  hatred  agreed  to  give  up  to  RoUo  the  large  and  fertile 
he  bore  to  Goodwin  and  his  family.  The  province  of  Neustria,  to  hold  of  him  as  his 
duke  of  Normandy,  to  whom  Edward  had  per-  feudatory.  This  province,  from  the  new  inha- 
■onal  obligations,  had  taken  a  tour  into  Eng-  bitants,  was  call^l  Normandy.  Five  prinoei 
land,  and  neglected  no  means  to  improve  these  succeeded  Rollo,  who  maintained  with  greet 
dispositions  to  his  own  advantage.  It  is  said  bravery,  and  cultivated  with  equal  wisdom,  hb 
that  he  then  received  the  fullest  assurances  of  conquests.  The  antienl  ferocity  of  this  people 
being  appointed  to  the  succession,  and  that  was  a  little  softened  by  their  settlement;  but 
Harold  himsejf  had  been  sent  soon  afler  into  the  bravery,  which  had  made  the  Danes  » 
Normandy  to  settle  whatever  related  to  it.  formidable,  was  not  extinguished  in  the  Na^ 
This  is  an  obscure  transaction  ;  and  would,  if  mans,  nor  the  spirit  of  enterprise.  Not  loof 
it  could  be  cleared  up,  convey  but  little  in-  before  this  period,  a  private  gentleman  of  Nor* 
struction.  So  that  whether  we  believe  or  not  mandy,  by  his  pers(xial  bravery,  had  acquired 
that  William  had  engaged  Hardd  by  a  solenm  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  Several  others  tir 
oath  to  secure  him  the  kingdom,  we  know  that  lowed  his  fortunes,  who  added  Sicily  to  iL 
he  afterwards  set  up  a  will  of  King  Edward  From  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other  theKor* 
in  his  favour,  which,  however,  he  never  pro-  man  name  was  known,  respected  and  feared, 
duced,  and  probably  never  had  to  produce.  In  Robert,  the  sixth  duke  of  Normandy,  to  ex- 
these  delicate  circumstances  Harold  was  not  piate  some  crime  which  lay  heavy  upon  his 
wanting  to  himself.  By  the  most  equitable  conscience,  resolved,  according  to  the  ideas  of 
laws,  and  the  most  popular  behaviour  he  sought  that  time,  upon  a  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem.  It 
to  secure  the  aflfections  of  his  subjects  ;  aiad  was  in  vain  that  his  nobility,  whom  he  had  a9- 
be  succeeded  so  well,  that  when  he  marched  sembled  to  notify  this  resolution  to  them,ref)re' 
against  the  king  of  Norway,  who  had  invaded  sented  to  him  the  miserable  state  to  whidi  bis 
his  kingdom  and  taken  York,  without  difficulty  country  would  be  reduced,  abandonded  by  its 
he  raised  a  numerous  army  of  gallant  men,  prince,  and  uncertain  of  a  legal  successoor. 
zealous  for  his  cause  and  Uieir  country.  He  The  duke  was  not  to  be  removed  from  his  re- 
obtained  a  signal  and  decisive  victory  over  the  solution,  which  appeared  but  the  more  men- 
Norwegians.  The  King  Harfager,  and  the  torious  from  the  difficulties  which  attended  it 
traitor  Tosti,  who  had  joined  him,  weit  slain  He  presented  to  the  states,  William,  then  an 
in  the  battle ;  and  the  Norwegians  were  forced  infant,  bom  of  an  obscure  woman,  whom,  nol- 
to  evacuate  the  country.  Harold  had  how-  witlistanding,  he  doubted  not  to  be  his  son; 
ever  but  little  time  to  enjoy  the  finite  of  his  him  he  appointed  to  succeed ;  him  he  recooH 
victory.  mended  to  their  virtue  and  loyalty ;  and  then  so- 
Scarce  had  the  Norwegians  departed,  when  lemnly  resigning  the  government  in  his  &TQnri 
William  duke  of  Normandy  landed  in  the  hedepartedonthepilgrimage,fixHn  whence  hs 
Nuthem  part  of  the  kingdom  with  an  army  never  returned.    Tlie  Stately  hesiUUiiig 
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ame  between  the  mischiefi  that  attend  the  most  experienced  in  the  council  of  war,  who 
iBowing  an  illegitimate  succession,  and  those  knew  the  condition  of  their  troops,  were  ai 
which  might  arise  from  admitting  foreign  pre-  opinion,  that  the  engagement  ought  to  be  de- 
tensions,  thought  the  former  the  least  preju-  ferred ;  that  the  country  ought  to  be  wasted ; 
dicial,  and  accordingly  swore  allegiance  to  that  as  the  winter  approached-,  the  Normans 
WUliam  ;  but  this  oath  was  not  sufficient  to  woiidd  in  all  probability  be  obliged  to  retire  of 
establish  a  right  so  doubtful.  The  dukes  of  themselves;  that  if  this  should  not  happen,  the 
Burgundy  and  Britanny,  as  well  as  several  Norman  army  was  without  resources ;  whilst 
Nonnan  noblemen,  had  specious  titles.  The  the  English  would  be  every  day  considerably 
endeavours  of  all  these  disquieted  the  reign  of  augmented,  and  might  attack  their  enemy  at  a 
the  young  prince  with  perpetual  troubles.  In  time  and  manner  which  might  make  their  suc- 
Ifaese  troubles  he  was  formed  early  in  life  to  cess  certain.  To  all  these  reasons  nothing 
vigilance,  activity,  secrecy,  and  a  conquest  was  opposed  but  a  false  point  of  honour,  and 
et^er  all  those  passions,  whether  bad  or  good,  a  mistaken  courage  in  Harold,  who  urged  his 
iHiich  obstruct  the  way  to  greaUiess.  He  had  fate,  and  resolved  on  an  engagement.  The 
to  c<»tend  with  all  the  neighbouring  princes ;  Norman,  as  soon  as  he  perceived  that  the 
with  the  seditions  of  a  turbulent  and  unfaithful  English  were  determined  on  a  battle,  left  his 
nobility,  and  the  treacherous  protection  of  his  camp  to  post  himself  in  an  advantageous  situa- 
feudal  lord,  the  king  of  France.  All  of  these  tion,  in  which  his  whole  army  remained  the 
m  their  turns,  sometimes  all  of  these  together,  night  which  preceded  the  action. 
distressed  him.  But  with  the  most  unparal-  This  night  was  spent  in  a  manner  which 
leled  good  fortune  and  conduct  he  overcame  prognosticated  the  event  of  the  following  day. 
aH  opposition,  and  triumphed  over  every  On  the  part  of  the  Normans,  it  was  spent  in 
enemy ;  raising  his  power  and  reputation  above  prayer,  and  in  a  cool  and  steady  preparation 
ftat  0^  all  his  ancestors  as  much  as  he  was  for  the  engagement;  on  the  side  of  the  Eng- 
4ezahed  by  his  bravery  above  the  princes  of  his  lish,  in  riot  and  a  vain  confidence,  that  ne- 
ewn  time.  glected  all  the  necessary  preparations.  The 
Such  was  the  prince,  who,  on  a  pretended  two  armies  met  in  the  morning ;  from  seven  to 
elaim  fhnn  the  will  of  King  Edward,  support-  five  the  battle  was  fought  with  equal  vigour ; 
ed  by  the  common  and  popular  pretence  of  until  at  last  the  Norman  army  pretending  to 
pimishing  offenders  and  redressing  grievances,  break  in  confusion,  a  stratagem  to  which  they 
landed  at  Pevensey,  in  Sussex,  to  contest  the  had  been  regularly  formed,  the  Englbh,  elated 
crown  with  Harold.  Harold  had  no  sooner  ad-  with  success,  suffered  that  firm  order,  in 
THse  of  his  landing,  than  he  advanced  to  meet  which  their  security  consisted,  to  dissipate  ; 
him  with  all  possible  diligence ;  but  there  did  which  when  Willam  observed,  he  gave  the 
not  appear  in  his  army,  upon  this  occasion,  signal  to  his  men  to  regain  their  former  dis- 
Ihe  same  unanimity  and  satisfaction  which  position,  and  fall  upon  the  English,  broken  and 
animated  it  on  its  march  against  the  Nor-  dispersed.  Harold  in  this  emergency  did 
wegians.  An  ill-timed  oeconomy  in  Harold,  every  thing  which  became  him,  every  thing 
which  made  him  refuse  to  his  soldiers  the  possible  to  collect  his  troops,  and  to  renew  the 
plunder  of  the  Norwegian  camp,  had  created  engagement ;  but  whilst  he  flew  from  place  to 
a  general  discontent ;  several  deserted,  and  the  place,  and  in  all  places  restored  the  battle,  an 
sddiers  who  remained,  followed  heavily  a  leader  arrow  pierced  his  brain;  and  he  died  a  king, 
under  whom  there  was  no  hope  of  plunder,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  a  warriour.  The  Eng- 
the  greatest  incitement  of  the  soldiery.  Not-  lish  immediately  fled ;  the  rout  was  total,  and 
withstanding  this  ill  disposition,  Harold  still  the  slaughter  prodigious. 
i)rgedforwaid,  and  by  forced  marches,  advano*  The  consternation  which  this  defeat  and 
ed  within  seven  miles  of  the  enemy.  The  Nor-  the  death  of  Harold  produced  over  the  king- 
man,  on  his  landing,  is  said  to  have  sent  away  dom,  was  more  fatal  than  the  defeat  itself.  If 
his  ^ips,  that  his  army  might  have  no  way  of  William  had  marched  directly  to  London,  all 
safety  but  in  conquest ;  yet  had  he  fortified  his  contest  had  probably  been  at  an  end ;  but  he 
camp,  and  taken  every  prudent  precaution,  judged  it  more  prudent  to  secure  the  sea-coast, 
that  so  considerable  an  enterprize  should  not  be  to  make  way  for  reinforcements;  distrusting 
reduced  to  a  single  efibrt  of  despair.  When  his  fortune  in  his  success  more  than  he  had 
the  armies,  charged  with  the  decision  of  so  done  in  his  first  attempts.  He  marched  to 
mighty  a  contest,  had  approached  each  other,  Dover,  where  the  efiect  of  his  victory  was 
Harold  paused  awhile.  A  great  deal  depend-  such,  that  the  strong  castle  there  surrendered 
^  <»  bis  conduct  at  this  critical  time.    The  without  resistance.    Had  this  fortress  made 
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any  tolerabto  defenee,  the  Engtish  would  hav*  were  if  wed  to  the  offices  of  the  Suon  bm!- 

had  leisure  to  rouse  from  their  coasteraatioa,  gistrates,  whoa  they  called  aldenneo.    Thii 

and  plan  some  rational  method  for  oontinuinr  authori^,  in  their  loag  and  bloody  wars  widi 

the  war ;  but  now  the  oooquerom*  was  on  fiiU  the  Danes,  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase, 

march  to  London,  whilst  the  English  were  and    often    to  increase   beyond  the  antieot 

debating  concerning  the  measures  they  should  limits.    Aldermen  were  created  for  life ;  they 

take,  and    doubtful  in  what  maanner  they  were  then  frequently  made  hereditary ;  boom 

rirauld  fin  the  racant  throne.     However,  in  were  vested  with  a  power  over  others  \  and  at 

this  emergency  it  wss  necessary  to  take  soma  this  period  we  begin  to  hear  of  dukes,  wbe 

resolution.  The  party  of  Edgar  Atheling  pre-  govoned  over  several  riiires,  and  had  wmj 

vailed :  and  he  was  owned  king  by  the  city  of  aUermen  subject  to  them.     These  offiosn 

London,  which  even  at  this  time  was  eiceed-  found  means  to  turn  the  rc^l  bounty  into  tt 

ingiy  powerful,  and  by  the  greatest  part  of  the  instrument  of  beetnning  independent  of  its  ui> 

no^Uity  then  present.    But  his  reign  was  of  a  thori^.    Too  great  to  obey,  and  too  little  to 

short  duration.    William  advanced  by  has^  protect,  they  were  a  dead  weig^  upon  iIm 

marches ;  and   as  he  approached,  the  per-  country.    They  began  to  cast  an  eye  on  the 

plexity  of  the  English  redoubled ;  they  had  crown,  and  distracted  the  nation  by  cabals  to 

done  nothing  for  the  defence  of  the  city.   They  compass  their  designs.    At  the  same  time  they 

had  no  reliance  on  their  new  king ;  they  sua*  nourished    the    most   terrible  feuds    amosg 

pected  one  another;  there  was  no  authority,  themselves.  The  feeble  government  of  Edward 

no  order,  no  council ;  a  confused  and  ill-sorted  established  these  abuses.    He  could  find  bo 

assemUy  of  unwarlike  people,  of  priests,  bur-  method  (^humbling  one  subject  grown  too  great, 

ghers  and  nobles,  confounded  with  them  in  the  bat  by  aggrandizing  in  the  same  excessive  ds- 

general  panic,  struck  down  by  the  constema-  gree  some  others.     Thus  he  endeavoured  to 

tion  of  the  late  defeat,  and  trembling  under  bidance  the  power  of  Elarl  Gioodwin  by  exalt- 

the  bolts  of  the  papal  exconmiunication,  were  ing  Leofric,  duke  of  Mercio,  amd  Sewaid, 

unable  to  plan  any  method  of  defence.    Inso-  dtdie  of  Northumberland,  to  an  extravsgait 

much,  that  when  he  had  passed  the  Thames  greatness.     The  consequence  was  this ;  be 

and  drew   near  to  London,  the  clergy,  the  did  not  humble  Goodwin,  but  raised  him  po> 

citizens,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  nobles,  who  tent  rivals.    When  therefore  this  prince  died, 

had  so  lately  set  the  crown  on  the  head  of  the  lawful  successour  to  the  crown,  who  bad 

Edgar,  went  out  to  meet  him :  they  submitted  nothing  but  ri^t  in  his  fovour,  was  totally 

to  him,  and  having  brought  him  in  triumph  to  edips^  by  the  splendour  (^  the  great  men  who 

Westminster,  he  was  there  solemnly  crowned  had  adorned  themselves   with  the  qwfls  of 

king  of  England.    The  whole  nation  foUowsd  royalty.    The  throne  was  now  the  prize  of  fiMV 

the  example  dt  London  ;  and  one  battle  gave  tion;  and  HaroM,  the  son  <^  Goodwin,  havug 

England  to  the  Normam,  which  had  cost  the  the  strongest  fiicticm,  carried  it.    By  this  8a>> 

Romans,  the  Saxons,  and  Danes,  so  much  cess  the  opposite  parties  were  inflamed  with  a 

time  and  blood  to  acquire.  new  occasion  of  rancour  and  animosity  {  aad 

At  first  view  it  is  very  diflicidt  to  conoeire  an  incurable  discontent  was  raised  in  the 

how  this  could  have  happened  to  a  powerful  minds  of  Edwin  and  Morcar,  the  sons  of  Dohe 

nation,  in  which  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Le<^ic,  who  inherited  their  lather's  power 

conquerour  had  one  partizan.    It  stands  a  and  popularity ;  but  this  animosity  operated 

single  event  in  history,  unless,  perhaps,  we  nothinginfavour  of  the  legitimate  heir,  though 

may  compare  it  with  the  reduction  of  Ireland  it   weakened  the    hands  <^   the   governing 

some  time  afler  by  Henry  the  Second.    An  prince. 

attentive  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  The  death  of  Harokl  was  far  from  putting 

kingdom  at  that  critical  time  may,  perhaps,  in  an  end  to  these  evils ;    it  rather  unfolded 

some  measure,'lay  open  to  us  the  cause  of  this  more  at  large  the  fatal  consequences  of  tba 

extraordinary  revolution.  ill  measures  which  had  been  pursued.  Edwia 

The   nobility  of  England,  in  which  its  and  Morcar  set  on  foot  once  more  their  prac- 

strength  consisted,  was  much  decayed.    Wars  tices  to  obtain  the  crown ;  and  when  they  fband 

and  confiscations,  but  above  all,  the  custom  themsehres  baffled,  they  retired  in  discootest 

of  gavelkind,  had  reduced  that  body  very  k>w.  from  the  councils  of  the  natiou ;  witbdrawiss 

At  the  same  time  some  few  fitmilies  had  been  thereby  a  very  large  part  of  its  streng^  sh 

raised  to  a  degree  of  power  unknown  in  the  authority.    The  council  of  the  nation,  whick 

antient  Saxon  times,  and  dangerous  in  all.  was  formed  of  the  clashing  factions  of  a  fe* 

Large  posseasions,  and  a  larger  authority,  great  oma  (for  Om  iwt  ware  BoChiog)  diridi^ 
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disheartened,  weakened,  without  head,  with-  pasturage  and  hunting  through  a  boundless 

out  directicm,  dismayed  by  a  terrible  defeat,  range  of  morasses  and  forests.    Such  a  people 

submitted,  because  they  saw  no  other  course,  must  necessarily  be  united  to  each  other  by 

to  a  cooquerour  whose  valour  they  had  ex-  very  feeble  bonds ;  their  ideas  of  government 

perienced,  and  who  had  hitherto  behaved  with  will  necessarily  be  imperfect,  their  fieedom 

great  appearances  of  equity  and  moderation,  and  their  love  of  freedom  great.    From  these 

As  ibr    the  grandees,  they  were  contented  dispositions  it  must  happen  of  course,  that  the 

rather  to  submit  to  this  foreign  prince,  than  to  intention  of  investing  one  person,  or  a  few, 

Uiose  whom  they  regarded  as  their  equals  and  with  the  whole  powers  of  government,  and  the 

ooemies.  notion  of  deputed  authority  or  representation, 

"With  these  causes  other  strong  ones  con-  are  ideas  that  never  could  have  entered  their 

curred.    For  near  two  centuries  the  continual  imaginations.    When,  therefore,  among  such 

and  bloody  wars  with  tlie  Danes  had  exhaust*  a  people,  any  resolution  of  consequence  was 

ed  the  nation  ;  the  peace,  which  for  a  long  to  be  taken,  there  was  no  way  of  effecting  it 

time  they  yrere  obliged  to  buy  dearly,  exhausted  but  by  bringing  together  the  whole  body  of 

it  yet  more ;  and  it  had  not  sufficient  leisure,  the  nation,  that  every  individual  might  con- 

IKNT    sufficient  means,  of  acquiring   wealth,  sent  to  the  law,  and  each  reciprocally  bind 

to  yieki  at  this  time  any  extraordinary  re-  the  other  to  the  observation  of  it.  This  polity, 

sources.    The  new  people,  which  afler  so  long  if  so  it  may  be  called,  subsists  still  in  all  its 

a  struggle  had  mixed  with  the  English,  had  not  simplicity  in  Poland. 

jeC  so  thoroughly  incorporated  with  the  antient  But  as  in  such  a  society  as  we  have  men- 
inhabitants,  that  a  perfect  union  might  be  ex-  tioned,  the  people  cannot  be  classed  accord- 
pected  between  them ;  or  that  any  strong  ing  to  any  political  regulations,  great  talents 
uniform  national  efibrt  might  have  resulted  have  a  more  ample  sphere  in  which  to  exert 
from  it.  Besides,  the  people  of  England-  themselves,  than  in  a  close  and  better  formed 
were  the  most  backward  in  Europe  in  all  im-  society.  These  talents  must  therefore  have 
provements,  whether  in  military  or  in  civil  attracted  a  great  share  of  the  public  venera- 
life.  Their  towns  were  meanly  built,  and  tion,  and  drawn  a  numerous  train  after  the 
more  meanly  fortified ;  there  was  scarcely  any  person  distinguished  by  them,  of  those  who 
thing  that  deserved  the  name  of  a  strong  place  sought  his  protection,  or  feared  his  power,  or 
in  the  kingdom ;  there  was  no  fortress  which,  admired  his  qualifications,  or  wished  to  form 
by  retarding  the  progress  of  a  conquerour,  themselves  after  his  example,  or,  in  fine,  of 
might  give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  whoever  desired  to  partake  of  his  importance 
recalling  their  spirits  and  collecting  their  by  being  mentioned  along  with  him.  These 
strength.  To  these  we  may  add,  that  the  .  the  antient  Gauls,  who  nearly  resembled  the 
pope's  approbation  of  William's  pretensions  Germans  in  their  customs,  called  Ambacti ; 
gave  them  great  weight,  especially  among  the  the  Romans  called  them  Comites.  Over  these 
clergy;  and  that  this  disposed,  and  reconciled  their  chief  had  a  considerable  power,  and  the 
to  submission,  a  peq>le  whom  the  circum-  more  considerable,  because  it  depended  upon 
stances  we  have  mentioned  had  before  driven  influence  rather  than  institution ;  influence 
to  it.  among  so  free  a  people  being  the  principal 

I  source  of  power.    But  this  authority,  great  as 

it  was,  never  coukl,  by  its  very  nature,  be 

CHAPTER  VII.  stretched  to  despotism ;  because  any  despotic 

act  would  have  shocked  the  only  principle  by 

or  TBS  LAWS  AKD  iNSTiTUTioiTS  OF  THE  which  that  authority  was  supported,  the  gene- 

SAXOifs.  ral  good  opinion.    On  the  other  hand,  it  could 

not  have  been  bounded  by  any  positive  laws, 

Before  we  begin  to  consider  the  laws  and  because  laws  can  hardly  subsist  ^mong  a  peo- 

eonstitutions  of  the  Saxons,  let  us  take  a  view  pie  who  have  not  the  use  of  letters.    It  was 

of  the  state  of  the  country  from  whence  they  a  species  of  arbitrary  power,  softened  by  the 

are  derived,  as  it  is  pourtrayed  in  antient  popularity  from  whence  it  arose.      It  came 

writers.    This  view  wiU  be  the  best  comment  from  popular  opinion,  and  by  popular  opinion 

OB  their  institutions.    Let  us  represent  to  our-  it  was  corrected. 

selves  a  people  without  learning,  without  arts.  If  people  so  barbarous  as  the  Germans  have 

without  industry,  solely  pleased  and  occupied  no  laws,  they  have  yet  customs  that  serve  in 

with  war,  neglecting  agriculture,  abhorring  their  room ;  and  these  customs  operate  among 

cities,  and  seeking  &eir  livelihood  oidy  fitxn  them  better  than  ^ws,  because  they  become  a 
Vol.  II.— 84 
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tort  of  nature  both  to  the  gorenioars  and  the 
gorerned.  This  circamBtance  in  some  mea- 
•ure  removed  all  fear  of  the  abase  of  authority, 
and  induced  the  GermaiM  to  permit  their  cfaiefr* 
to  decide  upoo  mattera  of  lesser  moment,  their 
private  differences,  lor  so  Tacitus  explains 
the  mtnoret  res.  These  chiefs  were  a  sort  of 
judges,  but  not  legislators  ;  nor  do  they  ap- 
pear to  have  had  a  share  in  the  superiour 
branches  of  the  executive  part  uf  government ; 
the  business  of  peace  and  war,  and  every  thing 
of  a  public  nature,  being  determined,  as  we 
have  before  remarked,  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  according  to  a  maxim  general 
among  the  Germans,  that  what  concerned  all, 
ought  to  be  handled  by  all.  Thus  were  deli- 
neated the  faint  and  incorrect  outlines  of  our 
constitution,  which  has  since  been  so  nobly 
fashioned  and  so  highly  finished.  This  fine 
system,  says  Montesquieu,  was  invented  in 
the  woods;  but  whilst  it  remained  in  the 
woods,  and  for  a  long  time  after,  it  was  far 
from  being  a  fine  one ;  no  more  indeed  than  a 
very  imperfect  attempt  at  government,  a  sys- 
tem for  a  rude  and  barbarous  people,  calcu- 
lated to  maintain  them  in  their  barbarity. 

The  antient  state  of  the  Germans  was  mi- 
litary ;  so  that  the  orders  into  which  they  were 
distributed,  their  subordination,  their  courts, 
and  every  part  of  their  government,  must 
be  deduced  firom  an  attention  to  a  military 
principle. 

The  antient  German  people,  as  all  the 
other  northern  tribes,  consisted  of  freemen 
and  slaves ;  the  freemen  professed  arms,  the 
slaves  cultivated  the  ground.  But  men  were 
not  allowed  to  profess  arms  at  their  own  will, 
nor  until  they  were  admitted  to  that  digniQr 
by  an  established  order,  which  at  a  certain 
age  separated  the  boys  from  men.  For  when 
a  young  man  approached  to  virili^,t  he  was 
not  yet  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  state, 
which  was  quite  military,  until  he  had  been 
invested  with  a  spear  in  the  public  assembly 
of  his  tribe ;  and  then  he  was  adjudged  pro- 
per to  carry  arms,  and  also  to  assist  in  the 
public  deliberations,  which  were  always  held 
anned.|#  This  spear  he  generally  received 
from  the  hand  of  some  old  and  respected  chief, 
imder§  whom  he  commonly  entered  himself, 

♦  They  had  no  other  nobility;  yet  several 

families  among  them  were  considered  as  noble. 

t  Arma  sumere  non  ante  cuiquam  moris, 

3uam  civitas  suifecturum  probaverit. — Tacitus 
e  Mor.  Oerm.  13. 

?  Nihil  autem  neque  publicaB  neque  privataB 
nisi  armati  aguiit.    Id.  ibid. 
^  Ceeteri  robustioribus  ac  jam  pridem  pro- 
\fWM  aggregantur.  Id.  ibid. 


and  was  admitted  aoiang  his  io&cnreraL  Sr 
man  coutd  stand  oat  as  an  mdependnt  in^ 
▼idual,  hot  must  have  miviAf^  in  one  of  tlMSB 
military  firatcmities ;  and  as  soon  as  he  U 
so  enlisted,  immediately  be  V^-^-bbs^*  boani  to 
his  leader  in  the  strictest  dependence,  wlufi 
was  confirmed  by  an  oath,^  and  to  Ids  bre- 
thren in  a  oommoo  vow  for  their  waatai  sf- 
port  in  all  dajogen,  and  for  the  advaacfsMst 
and  the  honour  of  their  common  chie£  Tiiii 
chief  was  styled  senkmr,  lord,  and  die  like 
terms,  which  marked  out  a  siqjeriority  is  ip 
and  merit;  the  followers  were  cafled  a» 
bacti,  comites,  leods,  vassak,  and  other  tern ; 
marking  submission  and  depGodaice.  Thii 
was  the  very  first  origin  of  civil,  or  rathermi- 
litary  government,  among  the  antient  peo|>li 
of  Europe ;  and  it  arose  from  the  coonctios 
that  necessarity  was  created  betwen  the  penu 
who  gave  the  arms,  or  knighted  the  jooig 
man,  and  him  that  received  them ;  ^riiidi  wt- 
plied  that  they  were  to  be  occupied  in  hit 
service,  who  originally  gave  them.  These 
principles  it  is  necessary  strictly  to  attend  to, 

'  because  they  will  sore  much  to  explaio  the 
whole  course  both  of  govemmoit  and  real  pn^ 
perty,  wherever  the  Grerman  nations  obtained 
a  settlement ;  the  whole  of  their  govenuneot 
depending  for  the  most  part  upoa  two  princi- 
ples in  our  nature, — ambition,  that  makes  one 
man  desirous,  at  any  hazard  or  expense,  (A 
taking  the  lead  among  others ;  and  admiralioa, 
which  makes  others  equally  desirous  of  fol- 
lowing him,  from  the  mere  pleasure  of  admi- 

,  ration,  and  a  sort  <^  secondary  arabilioo,  ooe 
of  the  most  universal  passions  amoi^  meB , 
these  two  principles,  strong  both  of  them  in 
our  nature,  create  a  voluntary  inequality  and 
dependence.     But  anxMig  equals  in  condition 

.  there  couki  be  no  such  bond,  and  this  was 
supplied  by  confederacy ;  and  as  the  first  of 
these  principles  created  the  seniour  and  the 
kni^t,  the  second  produced  the  oonjuratifrtt- 
tretf  which,  sometimes  as  a  more  exteosire, 
sometimes  as  a  stricter  bond,  is  perpetuallj 
mentioned  in  the  oki  laws  and  histories. 

The  relation  between  the  lord  and  the  vas- 
sal produced  another  effect, — that  the  leadei 
was  obliged  to  find  sustenance  for  his  fbllw- 
ers ;  and  to  maintain  them  at  his  table  or  gtre 
them  some  equivalent  in  order  to  their  main- 
tenance. It  is  plain,  from  these  principles) 
that  this  service  on  one  hand,  and  this  obliga- 
tion to  support  aa  the  oth%  could  not  hare 

*  lilam  defendere,  tuerf,  sua  quoque  foTUM 
facta  ejus  glorias  assignare  praecipuum  sacn* 
mentum  est.  Id.  14. 
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origiiiaDy  heen  hereditary,  but  most  have  been  sion  made  up  of  inheritance  and  election  ;  a 
entirely  in  the  free  choice  of  the  parties.  succession  in  which  blood  is  inviolably  regard- 
But  it  is  impossible  that  such  a  polity  could  ed  so  far  as  it  was  consistent  with  military 
long  have  subsisted  by  election  alone.  For  in  purposes.  It  was  thus  that  our  kings  succeed- 
ttie  first  place  that  natural  love,  which  every  ed  to  the  throne  throughout  the  whole  time  of 
man  has  to  his  own  kindred,  would  make  the  the  Anglo-Saxon  empire.  The  first  kings  of 
chief  willing  to  perpetuate  the  power  and  dig-  the  Franks  succeeded  in  the  same  manner, 
vity  he  acquired  in  his  own  blood ;  and  for  and  without  all  doubt  the  succession  of  all  the 
tiiat  purpose,  even  during  his  own  life,  would  inferiour  chieflains  was  regulated  by  a  similar 
raise  his  son,  if  grown  up,  or  his  collaterals,  law.  Very  fi-equent  examples  occur  in  the 
to  sudi  a  rank,  as  they  should  find  it  only  ne-  Saxon  times,  where  the  son  of  the  deceased 
oessary  to  continue  their  possession  upon  his  king,  if  under  age,  was  entirely  passed  over, 
death.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  follower  was  and  his  uncle,  or  some  remoter  relation,  rais- 
cut  off  in  war,  or  fell  by  natural  course,  leav-  ed  to  the  crown ;  but  tliere  is  not  a  single 
ing  his  offspring  destitute,  the  lord  could  not  instance  where  the  election  has  carried  it  out 
80  far  forget  the  services  of  his  vassal  as  not  of  the  blood.  So  that  in  trudi  the  controversy, 
to  continue  his  allowance  to  his  children ;  and  which  has  been  managed  with  such  heat, 
tbese  again  growing  up,  from  reason  and  gra-  whether  in  the  Saxon  times  the  crown  was 
titude,  could  only  take  their  knighthood  at  his  hereditary  or  elective,  must  be  determined,  in 
hands,  from  whom  they  had  received  their  some  degree,  favourably  for  the  litigants  on 
edncation ;  and  thus,  as  it  could  seldom  hap-  either  side ;  for  it  was  certainly  both  heredi- 
pen  but  that  the  bond  either  on  the  side  of  the  tary  and  elective,  within  the  bounds  which  we 
lord,  or  dependant,  was  perpetuated,  some  have  mentioned.  This  order  prevailed  in 
families  must  have  been  distinguished  by  a  Ireland,  where  the  northern  customs  were 
long  continuance  of  this  relation,  and  have  retained  some  hundreds  of  years  after  the 
been  therefore  looked  upon  in  an  honourable  rest  of  Europe  had  in  a  great  measure  re- 
light from  that  only  circumstance,  from  whence  ceded  from  them.  Tanistry  continued  in 
honour  was  derived  in  the  northern  world,  force  there  until  the  beginning  of  the  last 
Thus  nobility  was  seen  in  Germany ;  and  in  century.  And  we  have  greatly  to  regret  the 
the  earliest  Anglo-Saxon  times,  some  families  narrow  notions  of  our  lawyers,  who  abolished 
were  distinguished  by  the  title  of  Ethelings,  the  authority  of  the  Brehon  law,  and  at  the 
or  of  noble  descent.  But  this  nobUity  d*  birth  same  time  kept  no  monuments  of  it ;  which 
was  rather  a  qualification  for  the  dignities  of  if  they  had  done,  there  is  no  doubt  but  many 
the  state,  than  an  actual  designation  to  them,  things  of  great  value  towards  determining 
The  Saxon  ranks  are  chiefly  designed  to  as-  many  questions  relative  to  the  laws,  antiquities, 
certain  the  quantity  of  the  composition  for  and  manners  of  this  and  other  countries,  had 
personal  injuries  against  them.  been  preserved.  But  it  is  clear,  though  it  has 
But  though  this  hereditary  relation  was  not  been,  T  think,  observed,  that  the  ascend- 
ereated  very  early,  it  must  not  be  mistaken  ing  collateral  branch  was  much  regarded 
for  such  a  regular  inheritance  as  we  see  at  among  the  antient  Germans,  and  even  pre- 
tiiis  day ;  it  was  an  inheritance  only  according  ferred  to  that  of  the  immediate  possessor,  as 
to  the  principles  from  whence  it  was  derived ;  being,  in  case  of  an  accident  arriving  to  the 
by  them  it  was  modified.  It  was  originally  a  chief,  the  presumptive  heir,  and  him  on  whom 
military  connection ;  and  if  a  father  left  his  the  hope  of  the  family  was  fixed  ;  and  this  is 
son  under  a  military  age,  so  as  that  he  could  upon  \he  principles  of  tanistry ;  and  the  rule 
neither  lead  nor  judge  his  people,  nor  qualify  seems  to  have  tal^en  such  deep  root,  as  to  have 
the  young  men  who  came  up  under  him  to  much  influenced  a  considerable  article  of  our 
take  arms — in  order  to  continue  the  cliental  feudal  law.  For  what  is  very  singular,  and, 
bond,  and  not  to  break  up  an  old  and  strong  I  take  it,  otherwise  unaccountable,  a  coHa- 
confederacy,  and  thereby  disperse  the  tribe ;  teral  warranty  bound  even  without  any  descend- 
wfao  should  be  pitched  upon  to  head  the  whole,  ing  assets,  where  the  lineal  did  not,  unless 
bat  the  worthiest  of  blood  of  the  deceased  something  descended;  and  this  subsisted  inva- 
leader  ?  he  that  ranked  next  to  him  in  his  riably  in  the  law  until  this  century. 
life  :*  and  this  is  tanistry,  which  is  a  succes-  Thus  we  have  seen  the  foundation  of  the 

northern  government,  and  the  orders  of  their 

♦  Deputed  authority,  guardianship,  &c.  not  P^^f^^'  ^*»^^^  consisted  of  dependence  and 

known  to  the  northern  nations ;   they  g^ned  confederacy — that  the  prmcipal  end  of  both 

this  idea  by  intercourse  with  the  Romans.  wa^  military  ;  that  protection  and  mainto- 
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nance   were  due  on  the  part  of  the  chief,  Yemmentofour  ancestors,  we  must  take  Dotke 

obedience  on  that  of  the  follower ;  that  the  of  the  orders  into  which  thej  Vere  classed. 

followers  should  be  bound  to  each  other  as  As  well  as  we  can  judge  in  so  obscure  i 

well  as  to  the  chief;  that  this  headship  was  matter,  they  were  divided  into  nobles  or  gen* 

not  at  first  hereditary,  but  that  it  continued  tlemen ;  freeholders ;  fireemen,  tbait  were  do( 

in  the  blood  by  an  order  of  its  own,  called  fi'eeholders ;  and  slaves.    Of  these  last  we  bare 

tanistry.  little  to  say,  as  they  were  nothing  in  the  state. 

All   these   unconnected    and  independent  The  nobles  were  called  thanes  or  servants.   It 

parts  were  only  linked  together  by  a  common  must  be  remembered,  that  the  German  chie& 

council ;  and  here  religion  interposed.    Their  were  raised  to  that  honourable  rank  by  those 

priests,  the  Druids,  having  a  connection  through-  qualifications  which  drew  after  them  a  numer- 

out  each  state,  united  it.      They  called  the  ous  train  of  followers  and  dependants.*    If  it 

assembly  <^  the  people ;  and  here  their  ge-  was  honourable  to  be  followed  by  a  numerous 

neral  resolutions  were  taken ;  and  the  whole  train,  so  it  was  honourable  in  a  secondary 

might  rather  be  called  a  general  confederacy  degree  to  be  a  follower  of  a  man  of  considera- 

than  a  government.    In  no  other  hoods,  I  con-  tion ;  and  this  honour  was  the  greater  in  pro* 

ceive,  were  they  united  before  they  quitted  portion  to  the  quality  of  the  chief,  and  to  the 

Germany.    In  this  antient  state  we  know  them  nearness  of  the  attendance  on   his  person, 

firom  Tacitus.    Then  follows  an  immense  gap,  When  a  monarchy  was  formed,  the  spleodoor 

in  which  undoubtedly  some  changes  were  niade  of  the  crown  naturally  drowned  all  the  inferiour 

by  time ;    and  we  hear  little  more  of  ihem,  honours ;  and  the  attendants  on  the  person  of  the 

until  we  find  them  Christians  and  makers  of  king  were  considered  as  the  first  in  rank,  aad 

written  laws.  derived  their  dignity  firom  their  service.    Yet 

In  this  interval  of  time  the  origin  of  kings  as  the  Saxon  government  had  still  a  large  mii- 

roay    be    traced  out.      When    the    Saxons  ture  of  the  popular,  it  was  likewise  requisite,  in 

left  their  own  country  in  search  of  new  habi-  order  to  raise  a  man  to  the  first  rank  c^  thafies, 

tations,  it  must  be  supposed  tliat  they  followed  that  he  should  have  a  suitable  attendance  and 

their  leaders,  whom  they  so  much  venerated  sway  among  the  people.     To  support  him  in 

at  home ;  but  as  the  wars,  whidi  made  .  way  both  of  these,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should 

for  their  establishment,  continued  for  a  long  have  a  competent  estate.     Therefore,  in  the 

time,  military  obedience  made  them  familiar  service  of  the  king,  this  attendance  on  himself, 

with  a  stricter  authority.     A  subordination  and  this  estate  to  support  both,  the  digni^  of 

too  became  necessary  among  the  leaders  of  a  thane  consisted.    I  understand  here  a  thane 

each  band  of  adventurers ;  and  being  habituat-  of  the  first  order. 

ed  to  yield  an  obedience  to  a  single  person  in  Every  thane,  in  the  distributioii  of  his  lands, 

the  field,  the  lustre  of  his  command  and  the  had  two  objects  in  view ;  the  support  <^  bis 

utility  of  the  institution  easily  prevailed  upon  family,  and  the  maintenance  of  his  dignity.  He 

them  to  suffer  him  to  form  the  band  of  their  therefore  retained  in  his  own  hands  a  parcel  of 

imion,  in  time  of  peace,  under  the  name  of  land,  near  his  house,  which  in  the  Saxon  times 

king.     But  the  leader  neither  knew  the  ex-  was  called  inland,  and  afterwards  his  demesne, 

tent  of  the  power  he  received,  nor  the  pe<^e  which  served  to  keep  up  his  hospitality ;  and 

of  that  which  they  bestowed.    Equally  unre-  this  land  was  cultivated  either  by  slaves,  or 

solved  were  they  about  the  method  of  perpe-  by  the  poorer  sort  of  people,  who  held  lands  of 

tuating  it ;  sometimes  filling  the  vacant  throne  him  by  the  performance  of  this  service.    The 

by  election  without  regard  to,  but  more  frf}-  other  portion  of  his  estate  be  either  gave  for  life 

quently  regarding,  the  blood  of  the  deceased  or  lives  to  his  followers,  men  of  a  liberal  coodi- 

prince ;  but  it  was  late  before  they  fell  into  any  tion  who  served  the  greater  thane,  as  he  hisoself 

regular  plan  of  succession,  if  ever  the  Anglo-  served  the  king.    They  were  called    under 

Saxons  attained  it.      Thus  their  polity  was  thanes,  or,  according  to  the  language  of  that 

fimned  slowly ;  the  prospect  clears  up  by  little  time,  Theoden.f    They  served  their  lord  in 

and  little ;  and  this  species  <£  an  irregular  all  public  business ;  they  followed  him  in  war ; 

republic  we  see  turned  into  a  monarchy  as  and  they  sought  justice  in  his  court  in  all  their 

irregular.    It  is  no  wonder,  that  the  advocates  private  differences.    These  may  be  coDsuler^ 

for  the  several  parties  among  us  find  something  ed  as  fi-eehokJers  of  the  better  aoit)  or  indeed 

to  favour  their  several  notions  in  the  Saxon  a  sort  of  lesser  gentry ;  therefore,  as  they  were 
government,  which  was  never  supported  by 

any  fixed  or  uniform  principle.  ^  j^^  Civ.  Lund,  apud  Wilk.  port  p.  «l 

.  To  comprehend  the  other  parts  of  the  go-  f  Spelmanof  Feudi^  ch.  7. 
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ot  the  absolute  dependants,  but  in  some  mea-  was  not  made,  as  it  is  generally  imagined,  by 
ore  the  peers  of  their  lord,  when  they  sued  in  King  Alfred,  though  he  might  have  introduced 
lis  court,  they  claimed  the  privilege  of  all  the  better  regulations  concerning  it ;  it  prevailed 
Senroan    freemen,  the  right  of  judging  one  on  the  continent  wherever  the  northern  na- 
mother ;   the  lord's  steward  was  only  the  re-  ticms  had  obtained  a  settlement ;  and  it  is  a 
gister.    This  domestic  court,  which  continued  species  of  order  extremely  obvious  to  all  who 
in  full  vigour  for  many  ages,  the  Saxons  called  use  the  decimal  notation  ;  when  for  the  pur- 
Hallmote,  from  the  place,  in  which  it  was  poses  of  government   they  divide  a  county, 
held  ;  the  Normans,  who  adopted  it,  named  it  tens  and  hundreds  are  the  first  modes  of  divi- 
«  court-baron.    This  court  had  another  de-  sion  which  occur.  The  tything,  which  was  the 
iwrtment,  in  which  the  power  of  the  lord  was  smallest  of  these  divisions,  consisted  of  ten 
■rare  absolute ;  firom  the  roost  antient  times  the  heads  of  families,  free,  and  of  some  consi- 
Grerman  nobili^  considered  themselves  as  the  deration.    These  held  a  court  every  fortnight, 
■atural  judges  of  those  who  were  employed  in  which  they  called  the  Folkmote  or  Leet,  and 
the  cultivation  of  their  lands ;  looking  on  bus-  there  became  reciprocally  bound  to  each  other, 
bandmen  with  contempt,  and  only  as  a  parcel  and  to  the  public,  for  their  own  peaceable 
of  the  soil  which  they  tilled ;  to  these  the  Sax-  behaviour,  and  that  of  their  families  and  do- 
oos  commonly  allotted  some  part  of  their  out-  pendants.    Every  man  in  the  kingdom,  except 
lands  to  hold  as  tenants  at  will,  and  to  perform  those  who  belonged  to  the  seigneurial  courts 
Teiy  low  services  for  them.    The  differences  we  have  mentioned,  was  obliged  to  enter  bun* 
^  these  inferiour  tenants  were  decided  in  the  self  into  some  tything  ;  to  this  he  was  inse- 
lord's  court,  in  which  his  steward  sat  as  a  judge ;  parably  attached,  nor  could  he  by  any  means 
and  this  manner  of  tenure  probably  gave  an  quit  it  without  licence  from  the  head  of  the 
ori|rin  to  copyholders.'*'    Their  estates  were  at  tything;  because,  if  he  was  guilty  of  any 
will,  but  their  persons  were  free ;  nor  can  we  misdemeanour,  his  district  was  obliged  to  pro- 
suppose  that  villains,  if  we  consider  villains  duce  him  or  pay  *his   fine.    In  this  manner 
as  syoonimous  to  slaves,  could  ever  by  any  na-  was  the  whole  nation,  as  it  were,  held  under 
Inral  course  have  risen  to  copyholders ;  because  sureties ;  a  species  o£  regulation  undoubtedly 
the  servile  condition  of  the  villain's  person  very  wise  with  regs^  to  the  preservation  of 
STDuld  always  have  prevented  that  stable  tenure  peace  and  order,  but  equally  prejudicial  to  all 
m  the  lands  which  the  copyholders  came  to  improvement  in  the  minds  or  the  fortunes  of  the 
in  Tery  early  times.    The  merely  servile  part  people,  who,  fixed   invariably  to  their  spot, 
of  the  nation  seems  never  to  have  been  known  were  depressed  with  all  die  ideas  of  their  ori- 
by  the  name  of  villains  or  ceorles ;  but  by  those  ginal  littleness,  and  by  all  that  envy  which  is 
of  bordars,  esnes  and  theowes.  sure  to  arise  in  them  who  see  their  equals 
As  diere  were  large  tracts  throughout  the  attempting  to  mount  over  them.    This  rigid 
country  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  order  deadened  by  degrees  the  spirit  of  the  Eng- 
thane,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  probably  lish,  and  narrowed  Uieir  conceptions.    Every 
some    remains  of  the  antient  Britains  not  thing  was  new  to  them,  and  therefixe  every 
rsduced  to  absolute  slavery,  and  such  Saxons  thing  was  terrible  ;  all  activity,  bddness,  en- 
as  had  not  attached  themselves  to  the  fortunes  terprize  and  invention,  died  away.   There  may 
of  any  leading  man,  it  was  proper  to  find  some  be  a  danger  in  straining  too  strongly  the  bonds 
method  of  uniting  and  governing  these  de-  of  government,  as  a  life  of  absolute  license 
tached  parts  of  the  nation  which  huEid  not  been  tends  to  turn  men  into  savages.    The  other 
brought  into  order  by  any  private  dependence,  extreme  of  constraint  operates  much  in  the 
To  answer  this  end,  the  whole  kingdom  was  same  manner  ;  it  reduces  them  to  the  same 
divided  into  shires ;  these  into  hundreds,  and  ignorance,  but  leaves  them  nothing  of  the 
the  hundreds  into  tythings.f    This  divisicm  savage  spirit.     These  regulations  hdped  to 

keep  the  people  of  England  the  most  back- 

*  Fuerunt  etiam  in  conquestu  liber!  homines,  ^^rd  in  Europe  :  for  though  the  division  into 

qui  libere  lenuerunt  tenementa  sua  per  libera      , .  j  u     j    j       j  *  a.* —  <w«».m/vn 

Servitia  vel  per  liberaa  consuetudines:    For  the  ^hu-es  and  hundreds  and  tythmgs  was  common 

original  of  copyholds,  see  Bracton,  1.  1.  fo.  7. 

f  Ibi  debent  populi  omnes  et  universsB  gentes  domino  suo  regi  intra  et  extra  regnum  uui- 

singulis  annis  semel  in  anno  (scilicet  in  capite  versum  Britannia  fideles  esse  volunt.  LL.  Ed. 

cal.  Mali)  et  se  fido  etsacramento  non  fracto  M  Conf.  c.  35.    Of  Heretocbes  and  their  election, 

in  unum  et  simul  confederare.  et  consolidare  vide  Id.  eodem. 

sicut  conjurati  fratres  ad  defenaendum  regnum  Prohibitum  erat  etiam  in  eadem  lege  ne  quis 

coutra  alienigenas  et  contra  inimicos  una  cum  emeret  vivum  animal  vel  pannum  uaitatum  sine 

domino  stio  rege,  et  terras  et  honores  illius  plegils  et  bonis  testibus.     Of  other  particulars 

omni  fidelitate  cum  eoservare  etquod  iUi  ut  of  buying  and  selling,  vide  Leges  Ed.  Coof^  88. 
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ta  them  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  yet  So  that  on  the  introduction  of  Christianii; 

the  Pmdsr-pledge  seenw  to  be  a  pecidiari^  in  there  was  none  who  coukl,  in  ordinary  course, 

the  Fng*i»h  constitution  ;  and,  (or  good  rea-  sentence  a  man  to  capital   punishment.   Ke- 

som,  they  have  fallen  into  disuse,  though  still  cessity  alone  forced  it  in  a  few  cases, 
■ometracesof  them  are  to  be  found  in  our  laws.         Concerning  the    right  c^   appointing  the 

Ten  of  these  tythings  made  an  hundred ;  here  alderman  of  the  shire  there  is  some  uncertainty. 

in  ordinary  course  they  held  a  nuxithly  court  That  he  was  antiently  elected  by  his  county 

for  the  centenary,  when  all  the  suitors  of  the  is  indisputable ;  that  an  alderman  of  the  shire 

subordinate  tythings  attended.     Here-  were  was  appointed  by  the  crown  seems  equally 

determined  causes  concerning  breaches  of  the  clear  from  the  writings  of  King  Alfred.   A 

peace,  small  debts,  and  such  matters  as  rather  conjecture  of  Spelman  throws  some  light  upon 

required  a  speedy  than  a  refined  justice.  this  afiair.    He  conceives  that  there  were  two 

There  was  in  the  Saxon  constitution  a  great  aldermen   with  concurrent   jurisdiction,  one 

simplicity.    The  hitter  order  of  courts  were  of  whom  was  elected  by  the  people,  the  othet 

but  the  transcript  of  the  lower,  somewhat  more  appointed  by  the  king.  This  is  very  probable, 

extended  in  their  objects  and  in  their  power ;  and  very  correspondent  to  the  nature  of  the 

and  their  power  over  the  inferiour  courts  pro-  Saxon   constitution  ;    which   was  a  species 

ceeded  only  from  their  being  a  collection  of  them  of  democracy,  poised  and  held  together  by  a 

alU    The  county  or  shire  court  was  the  great  degree  of  nnonarchical   power.    If  the  king 

resort  ibr  justice,  (for  the  four  great  courts  of  had  no  officer  to  represent  him  in  the  county 

record  did  not  then  exist.)  It  served  to  unite  all  court,  wherein  all  the  ordinary  business  of  the 

the  inferiour  districts  with  one  another,  and  nation  was  then  transacted,  the  state  would 

those  with  the  privatejunsdiction  of  the  thanes,  have  hardly  difiered  from  a  pure  democracy. 

This  court  had  no  fixed  place.    The  alder-  Besides,  as  the  king  had  in  every  county 

onan  of  the  shire  appointed  it.    Hither  came  large  landed  possessions,    either  in  his  de* 

to  account  for  their  own  conduct  and  that  of  mesne,  or  to  reward  and  pay  his  officers,  be 

those  beneath  diem  the  bailifli  of  hundreds  would  have  been  in  a  muc^  worse  oonditioo 

and  tythings  and  boroughs  with  their  people ;  than  any  of*  his  subjects,  if  he  had  been  de* 

the  thanes  of  either  rank  with  their  dependants ;  stitute  of  a  magistrate  to  take  care  of  his  rights, 

a  vast  concourse  of  the  clergy  of  all  orders :  in  and  to  do  justice  to  his  numerous  vassals.   It 

a  word,  of  all  who  sought  or  distributed  justice,  appears,  as  well  as  we  can  judge  in  so  obscure 

In  this  mixed  assembly  the  obligations  con-  a   matter,  that  the   popular  alderman  was 

tracted  in  the  inferiour  courts  were  renewed  ;  elected  for  a  year  only ;  and  that  the  royal 

a  general  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king  was  alderman  held  his  place  at  the  king's  pleasure. 

taken ;  and  all  debates  between  the  several  This  latter  office,  however,  in  process  of 

inferiour  co-ordinate  jurisdictions,  as  well  as  time,  was  granted  for  life  ;  and  it  grew  afler^ 

the  causes  of  two   much  weight  for  them,  wards  to  be  hereditary  in  many  shires, 
finally  determined.    In  this  court  [M'esided  (for        We  cannot  pretend  to  say  when  the  sheriff 

in  strict  signification  he  dpes  not  seem  to  have  came    to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the 

been  a  judige)  an  officer  of  great  consideration  earldorman  ;  s<xne  autliors  think  King  Alfred 

in  those  times,  called  the  earkkmnan  of  the  the  contriver  of  this  regulation.    It  might 

shire.    With  him  sat  the  bishop,  to  decide  in  have  arisen  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself, 

whatever  related  to  the  church ;  and  to  miti-  As  several  persons,  of  consequence  enough  to 

gate  the  rigour  of  the  law,  by  die  interposition  obtain  by  their  interest  or  power  the  place  of 

of  equity  according  to  the  species  of  mild  jus-  alderman,  were  not  sufficiently  qualified  to 

tice  that  suited  the  ecclesiastical  character.    It  perform  the  duty  of  the  office,  they  contented 

appears  by  the  antient  Saxon  laws,  that  the  themselves  widi  the  honorary  part,  and  lefl  the 

bishop  was  thechiefacting  person  in  this  court,  judicial  province  to  their  substitute.'*'    The 

The  reverence  in  which  the  clergy  were  then  business  of  the  rope,  to  a  rude,  martial  poe- 

held;  the  superiour  learning  of  the  bishop ;  his  pie,  was  contemptible  and  disgusting.    The 

succeeding  to  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  thanes,  in  their  private  jurisdictions,  had  de- 
Druid,  aU  contributed  to  raise  him  far  above        ^  g^^^^j^  .„  ^^^  j^^^„^„  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^„,,y 

the  earldorman,  and  to  render  it  m  reality  his  the  king's  officer  ;  not  the  earrs.     The  earl 

court.    And  this  was  probably  the  reason  <^  retained  his  antient  fee,  without  jurisdiction; 

the  extreme  renity  of  the  Saxon  laws.    The  the  sheriff  did  ail  the  business.     The  elecure 

«non.  forbjde  U.e  bUhops .o meddle  in  cases  ".""fen^t  itd'^Rl^K  %^1& 

01  Wood.    Among  the  antient  Grauls  and  Gerw  diately  or  mediately,  and  therefore  his  officer 

o^uis  the  Druid  coidd  alone  coodemn  to  death,  governed. 
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legated  their  power  of  judging  to  their  reeves  plausible  reasons.    A  notion  of  this  kind,  so 
or  stewards  ;  and  the  earl,  or  alderman,  who  contrary  to  the  simplicity  of  the  Saxon  ideas 
was  in  die  shire  what  the  thane  was  in  his  of  government,  and  to  the  genius  of  that  peo- 
manor,  for  the  same  reasons  officiated  by  his  ple,whoheld  the  arts  and  commerce  in  so  much 
deputy,  the  shirereeve.    This  is  the  origin  of  contempt,  must   be  founded  on  such  appear- 
the  sheriffs  toum,  which  decided  in  all  affairs,  ances  as  no  other  explanation  can  account  for. 
civil  and  criminal,  of  whatever  importance ;  To  the  reign  (^  Henry  11.  the  citizens  and 
and  from  which  there  lay  no  appeal,  but  to  burgesses  were  little  removed  from  absolute 
the  wittenagemote.      Now  there  scarce  re-  slaves.    They  might  be  taxed  individually,  at 
mains   the  shadow  of  a  body,   formerly  so  what  sum  the  king  thought  fit  to  demand  ;  or 
great ;  the  judge  being  reduced  almost  wholly  they  might  be  discharged  by  offering  the  king 
to  a  ministerial  officer ;  and  to  the  court  there  a  sum,  from  which,  if  he  accepted  it,  the 
being  lefl  nothing  more  than  the  cognizance  citizens  were  not  at  liberty  to  recede ;  and  ia 
of  pleas  under  forty  shillings,   unless  by  a  either  case  the  demand  was  exacted  with  so- 
particular  writ  or  special  commission.    But  verity,  and  even  cruelty.    A  great  difference 
by  what  steps  such  a  revolution  came  on,  it  is  made  between  taxing  them  and  those  who 
vrill  be  our  business  hereafter  to  enquire.  cultivate   lands ;   because,  says  my   authoTi 
The  wittenagemote  or  Saxon  parliament,  their  property  is  easily  concealed;  they  live 
the  supreme  court,  had  authority  over  all  the  penuriously,  are  intent  by  all  methods  to  in- 
rest,  not  upon  any  principle  of  subordination,  crease  their  substance,  and  their  immense 
but  because  it  was  formed  of  all  the  rest.    In  wealth  is  not  easily  exhausted.    Such  was 
this  assembly,  which  was  held  annually,  and  their  barbarous  notion  of  trade  and  its  impor- 
sometimes  twice  a  year,  sat  the  earls,  and  tance.    The  same  author,  speaking  of  the 
bishops,  and  greater  thanes,  with  the  other  severe  taxation  and  violent  method  of  extorting 
officers  of  the  crown.'*'    So  far  as  we  can  it,  observes,  that  it  is  a  very  proper  method ; 
judge  by  the  style  of  the  Saxon  laws,  none  and  that  it  is  very  just  that  a  degenerate 
but  the  thanes,  or  nobility,  were  considered  officer,  or  other  freeman,  rejecting  his  condi- 
as  necessary  constituent  parts  of  this  assem-  tion  for  sordid  gain,  should  be  punished  be- 
Uy ;  at  least  whilst  it  acted  deliberatively.  yond  the  common  law  of  freemen. 
It  is  true  that  great  numbers  of  all  ranks  of  I  take  it,  that  those  who  held  by  antient 
pe<^le  attended  its  session,  and  gave  by  their  demesne,  did  not  prescribe  simply  not  to  con- 
attendance,  and  their  approbation  of  what  was  tribute  to  the  expenses  of  the  knight  of  the 
done,  a  sanction  to  the  laws ;  but  when  they  shire ;  but  they  prescribed,  as  they  did  in  all 
consented  to  any  thing,  it  was  rather  in  the  cases,  upon  a  general  principle,  to  pay  no  tax, 
way  of  acclamation,  than  by  the  exercise  of  a  nor  to  attend  any  duty  of  whatever  species, 
deliberative  voice,  or  a  regular  assent  or  nega-  because  they  were  the  king's  villains.    The 
tive.    This  may  be  explained  by  considering  argument  is  drawn  from  the  pover^  of  the 
the  analogy  of  the  inferiour  assemblies.    All  boroughs,  which  ever  since  the  conquest  have 
persons,  oi  whatever  rank,  attended  at  the  been  of  no  consideration,  and  yet  send  mem^ 
county  courts ;  but  they  did  not  go  there  as  hers  to  parliament ;  which  they  could  not  do 
judges,  diey  went  to  sue  for  justice ;  to  be  but  by  some  privileges  inherent  in  them,  on 
inibrmed  of  their  duty,  and  to  be  bound  to  the  account  of  a  practice  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
performance  of  it.    Thus  all  sorts  of  people  Saxon  times,  when  they  were  (^  more  repute, 
attended  at  the  wittenagemotes ;  not  to  make  It  is  certain,  that  many  places,  now  called 
laws,  but  to  attend  at  the  promulgation  of  the  boroughs,  were  formerly  towns  or  villages  in 
laws  ;t  as,  among  so  free  a  people,  every  in-  antient  demesne  of  t^e  king ;  and  had,  as 
stituti<m  must  have  wanted  much  of  its  neces-  such,  writs  directed  to  tliem  to  appear  in  par- 
sary  authority,  if  not  confirmed  by  the  general  liament,  that  they  might  make  a  free  gifl  or 
a}>probation.    Lambard  is  of  opinion,  that  in  benevolence  as  the  boroughs  did ;  and  from 
tliose  early  times  the  commons  sat,  as  they  do  thence  arose  the  custom  of  summoning  them, 
at  this  day,  by  representation  from  shires  and  This  appears  by  sufficient  records.    And  it 
boroughs ;  and  he  supports  his  opinion  by  very  appears  by  records  also,  that  it  was  much  at 

the  discretion  of  the  sheriff  what  borou^  ho 

*»  How  this  assembly  was  composed,  or  by  shodd  return ;  a  general  writ  was  directed  to 

wliat  right  the  members  sat  in  it,  I  cannot  by  him  to  return  for  all  the  boroughs  in  a  shire; 

t^Jl  birvrnel-sTL'he  ^^'  ''  ""'''  "*'  ^'^'^'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^T^^  -^ 

f  Hence,  perhaps,  all  men  are  .supposed  members  to  parhament,  were  quite  passed 

cognizant  of  the  law.                                     .  over,  and  others,  never  considered  M  ■och 
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before,  were  returned.    What  is  called  the  ing  that  lOGfa  mi^ity  changes  in  mamMn, 

preecription  oo  this  occaaioo  was  rather  a  during  so  many  ages,  always  must  produee  a 

sort  of  rule  to  direct  the  sheriff  in  the  ezecu-  considerable  change  in  laws,  and  in  the  kaoB 

tion  of  his  general  power,  than  a  ri|^t  in-  as  well  as  the  powers  dfallgoyemaients. 

herent  in  any  boroughs.    But  this  was  long  We  shall  next  ccmsider  the  nature  oftbe  lawi 

after  the  time  of  which  we  speak.  In  whatever  passed  in  these  assemblies,  and  the  judicidiB 

Banner  we  consider  it,  we  must  own  that  this  manner  of  proceeding  in  these  several  court! 

sul^ect,  during  the  Saxon  times,  is  extremely  which  we  have  described, 

dark.    One  thing,  however,  is  I  think  clear,  The    Anglo-Saxons   trusted  more   to  die 

iirom  the  whole  tenure  of  their  government,  and  strictness  of  their  police,  and  to  the  siaipU 

even  from  the  tenure  of  the  Norman  constitu-  manners  of  their  people,  for  the  preservatioc 

tion  long  after ;  that  their  wittenagemotes,  or  of  peace  and  order,  than  to  accuracy  or  exqui- 

rliaments,  were  unformed,  and  that  the  rights  site  digestion  of  their  laws,  or  to  the  sererity 
which  the  members  held  their  seats,  were  of  the  punishments  which  they  inflicted.*  The 
far  from  being  exactly  ascertained.      The  laws  which  remain  to  us  of  that  people  seem 
Judida    Civitat.    Land,  affords  a   tolerable  almost  to  regard  two  points  only,  the  sappreasii^ 
insight  into  the  Saxon  method  of  making  and  cf  riots  and  affirays,  and  the  regulation  d  tbe 
executing  laws : — 1st.  the  king  called  together  several  ranks  of  men,  in  order  to  adjust  the  fines 
hb  bishops,  and  such  other  persons  a«  ^  ibr  delinquencies  according   to  the  di^ty  of 
thought  proper.    This  council,  or  wittenage-  the  person  ofiended,  or  to  the  quaoti^  of  the 
mote,  having  made  such  laws  as  seemed  coo-  offence.    In  all  other  respects  their  lavs  seoa 
venient,  they  then  swore  to  the  observance  of  very  imperfect.      They  ofieo  i^oieak   in  the 
them.    The  king  sent  a  notification  of  these  style  of  counsel  as  well  as  that  -cif  cosMMad. 
proceedings  to  each  burgmote,  where  the  peo-  In  the  collection  of  laws  attributed  to  Alfred, 
pie  of  that  court  also  swore  to  the  observance  we  have  the  decalogue  tranacribad,  wilk  no 
of  them,  and  confederated,  by  means  of  mu«  small  part  of  the  Levitical  lav.    In  the  s«bn 
tual  strength  and  common  charge,  to  prosecute  code  are  inserted  many  of  the  Saaon  instili^ 
delinquents  against  them.    Nor  did  there  at  tions,  though  these  two  laws  were  in  all  m» 
that  time  seem  to  be  any  otiier  method  of  en-  fleets  as  opposite  as  could   possihly  be  kn- 
forcing  new  laws  or  old.    For  as  the  very  form  agined.  These  indu^table  monuMeats  of  our 
of  their  government  subsisted  by  a  ccoifede-  antient  rudeness  are  a  very  sufficiaiit  confiila- 
racy  continually  renewed,  so  when  a  law  was  tioa  of  the  panegyrical  dedamatioins,  in  which 
made,  it  was  necessary,  (or  its  execution,  to  aome  perscms  wouki  persuade  us,  that  the  crude 
have  again  recourse  to  confederacy,  which  was  institutions  of  an  unlettered  pe<^e  had  attained 
tfip  great,  and  I  should  almost  say  the  only,  ^bei^,  which  the  united  efbrts  of  necesaty, 
principle  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  government.  leaning,  inquiry  and  experience,  can  hardly 
What  rights  the  king  had  in  his  assembly,  reach  to  in  many  ages.    We  must  add,  that, 
is  a  matter  of  equal  uncertainity.*    The  laws  although  as  one  people,  wader  one  head,  thare 
generally  run  in  his  name,  with  the  assent  of  was  some  resemblanoe  in  the  laws  and  cus- 
his  wise  men,  &c.    But  considering  the  low  toms  ci  ocur  Saxon  ancestors  throu^iout  the 
estimation  of  royalty  in  those  days,  this  may  kingdom,  yet  there  was  a  considerable  differ- 
rather  be  considered  as  the  voice  of  the  exe-  ence  in  many  material  points  between  the  ous- 
cutive  magistrate,  of  die  person  who  compiled  toms  of  the  several  shires ;  nay,  that  in  differrat 
the  law  and  propounded  it  to  tbe  wittenagemote  manors  subsisted  a  variety  of  lavra  not  reoia- 
for  their  consent,  than  of  a  legislator  dictating  cileable  with  each  other  son^  of  which,  custom, 
from  his  own  proper  authcMri^.    For  then  it  that  caused  them,  has  abrogated  ;  others  have 
seems  the  law  was  digested  by  the  king  or  his  been  overruled  by  laws  or  pididic  judgsaent  te 
council  for  the  assent  of  the  general  assem-  the  contrary ;  not  a  few  subsist  to  this  tine, 
biy.    That  order  is  now  reversed.    All  these  The  Saxon  laws,  imperfect  and  various  as 
things  are,  I  think,  sufficient  to  show  of  what 

a  visionary  nature  those  systems  are,  which  ♦  The  non-observance  of  a  regalation  (rf 

wouki  setde   the  antient  constitution  in  the  police  waa  always  heavily  punished  by  l>ar* 

most  remote  times  exactly  m  the  same  form  in  t>arou8  nations.    A  slighter  punishment  was  in- 

«»kui.  ...»  ^..: :*    t.  tuL  J *          'J  flicted  upon  the  commission  of  crimes.    Among 

Which  we  enjoy  it  at  this  day ;  not  corisider-  jhg  g„6n8  most  crimes  were  punished  by  fine ; 

wandering  from  the  highway,  without  souncyng 

*  Debet  enim  rex  omnia  facere  in  regno  et  an  horn,  was  death.    So  among  the  Druids,  to 

per  judicium  procenim  regni.    Debet  justitlam  enforce  exactness  in  time  at  tb<^  meetmes,  he 

per  consilium  proceruin  regal  Buitenere.  Leges,  that  cam^  last  after  the  tima  appoiaiea  was 

Sd.?*  punished  with  death. 
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Ibej  wero,  gerved,  in  some  tolerable  degree,  a  appeal.  Sometimes  the  accused  walked  mrer 
pe^ife  who  had  by  their  constitution  an  eye  nine  hot  irons ;  sometimes  boiling  water  was 
OB  each  other*s  concerns,  and  decided  almost  used :  into  this  the  man  dipped  his  hand  to  the 
all  matters  of  any  doubt  among  them  by  arm.  The  judgment  by  water  was  accom- 
Mcthods,  which,  however  inadequate,  were  panied  by  the  solemnity  of  the  same  ceremo- 
eztrwnely  simple.  They  judged  every  contro-  nies.  The  culprit  was  thrown  into  a  pool  of 
renj  either  by  the  conscience  of  the  parties,  water,  in  whidi,  if  he  did  not  sink,  he  was 
or  by  the  country's  opinion  of  it,  or  what  thoy  adjudged  guilty,  as  though  the  element  (they 
judged  an  appeal  to  Providence.  They  were  said)  to  which  they  bad  committed  the  tria! 
unwilling  to  submit  to  the  trouble  of  weighing  of  his  innocency  had  rejected  him. 
contradictory  testimonies ;  and  they  were  de-  Both  these  species  of  ordeal,  though  they 
Btitute  of  those  critical  rules  by  which  evidence  equally  appealed  to  God,  yet  went  on  different 
is  Bifted,  the  true  distinguished  from  the  false,  principles.  In  the  fire  ordeal,  a  miracle  must 
the  certain  from  the  uncertain.  Originally,  be  wrought  to  acquit  the  party ;  in  the  water, 
therefore,  the  defendant  in  the  suit  was  put  to  a  miracle  was  necessary  to  convict  him.  Is 
his  oath ;  and  if  on  oath  he  denied  the  debt,  or  there  any  reason  for  this  extraordinary  dis« 
the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  he  was  tinction,  or  must  we  resolve  it  solely  into  the 
cf  course  acquitted.  But  when  the  first  far-  irregular  caprices  of  the  human  mind  ?  The 
▼ours  of  religion  began  to  decay,  and  firaud  and  greatest  genius  which  has  enlightend  this  age 
the  temptati<Mis  to  fraud  to  increase,  they  trust-  seems,  in  this  affair,  to  have  t^en  carried,  by 
ed  BO  longer  to  the  conscience  of  the  party,  the  sharpness  of  his  wit,  into  a  subtilty  hardly 
They  cited  him  to  an  higher  tribunal ;  the  to  be  justified  by  the  way  of  thiidiing  of  that 
inunediate  judgment  of  God.  Their  trials  unpolished  period.  Speaking  of  the  reasons 
were  so  many  conjurations,  and  the  magical  for  inu-oducing  this  method  of  trial,  **  qui  no 
oereraonies  of  barbarity  and  heathenism  enter-  voit,"  says  he,  <<  que  chez  un  peuple  exerc6  k 
ed  into  law  and  religion.  This  supernatural  manier  des  armes  la  peau  rude  et  calleuse  ne 
method  of  process  they  called  God's  dome ;  it  devoit  pas  recevoir  assez  1' impression  du  fer 
is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  or  deal j  chaud  pour  qu'il  y  paroissoit  trois  joufs  apr^s  ; 
which,  in  the  Saxon  language,  signifies  the  et  s'il  y  parobsoit  c'est  une  marque  que  celui 
great  trial.  This  trial  was  made  either  by  qui  &isoit  I'^preuve,  6toit  un  efiemin6."  And 
fire  or  water;  that  by  fire  was  principally  this  mark  of  efiTeminancy,  he  observes,  in 
reserved  for  persons  of  rank;  that  by  Avater  those  warlike  times,  supposed  that  the  man  has 
decided  the  &te  of  the  vulgar ;  sometimes  it  resisted  the  principles  of  his  education,  that  he 
was  at  the  choice  of  the  party.  A  piece  of  is  insensible  to  honour,  and  regardless  of  the 
iron,  kept  with  a  religious  veneration  in  some  opinion  of  his  country.  But  supposing  the 
monastery,  which  claimed  this  privilege  as  an  effect  of  hot  iron  to  be  so  slight,  even  on  the 
honour,  was  brought  forth  into  the  church  upon  most  callous  hands,  of  which,  however,  there  is 
the  day  of  trial,  and  it  was  there  again  con-  reason  to  doubt,  yet  we  can  hardly  admit  this 
secrated  to  this  awful  purpose  by  a  form  of  reasoning,  when  we  consider,  that  women  were 
service  still  extant  A  solemn  mass  was  per-  subjected  to  this  fire  ordeal,  and  that  no  other 
formed ;  and  then  the  party  accused  appeared,  women  than  those  of  condition  could  be  subject- 
surrounded  by  the  clergy,  by  his  judges,  and  ed  to  it.  Montesquieu  answers  the  objection, 
a  TUst  concourse  of  people,  suspended  and  which  he  foresaw  would  be  made,  by  remark- 
anxious  for  the  event ;  all  that  assisted  purified  ing,  that  women  might  have  avoided  this  prool^ 
themselves  by  a  fast  of  three  days,  and  the  if  they  could  find  a  champion  to  combat  in 
accused,  who  had  undergone  the  same  fast,  their  &vour ;  and  he  thinks  a  just  presumption 
and  received  the  sacrament,  took  the  conse-  might  be  formed  against  a  woman  of  rank  who 
crated  iron  of  about  a  pound  weight,  heated  was  so  destitute  of  fi-iends  as  to  find  no  pro- 
red,  in  his  naked  hand,  and  in  that  manner  tector.  It  must  be  owned,  that  the  barbarous 
carried  it  nine  fe^.  This  done,  the  hand  was  people  all  over  Europe  were  much  guided  by 
wrapped  up,  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of  the  presumptions  in  all  their  judicial  proceedings; 
whole  assembly.  Three  nights  being  passed,  but  how  shall  we  reconcile  all  this  with  the 
the  seals  were  opened  before  all  tlie  people ;  if  custom  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  among  whom 
the  hand  was  found  without  any  sore  inflicted  the  ordeal  was  in  constant  use,  and  even  for 
by  the  fire,  the  party  was  cleared  with  uni-  women,  without  the  alternative  of  the  combat| 
▼ersal  acclamation ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  a  raw  to  which  it  appears  this  people  were  entire 
sore  appeared,  the  party,  condemned  by  the  strangers?  What presumptioncanaicise  from 
judgment  of  heavcD,  bad  no  further  plea  or  the  event  of  the  water  ordeal,  in  which  nf 
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callosiiy  of  hanJs,  no  bravery,  no  skill  in  arms,  To  avoid  as  much  as  possible  this  severe 

could  be  in   any  degree  seniccable ?    The  mode  of  trial,  and  at  die  same  time  to  leave 

causes  of  both  may,  with  more  success,  be  no  inlet  for  perjury,  another  method  of  clearing 

sought  among  the  superstitious  ideas  of  the  was  devised.    The  party  accused  of  any  crime, 

aniif  ni  northern  world.    Among  the  Germans,  or  charged  in  a  civil  complaint,  appeared  in 

the  ailministration  of  the  law  was  in  the  hands  court  with  some  of  his  neighbours,  who  were 

of  the  priests  or  Druids.*     And  as  the  Druid  called  his  compurgators ;    and  when  on  oath 

worship  paid  the  highest  respect  to  the  ele-  he   denied  the  charge,  they  swore  that  they 

ments  of  fire  and  water,  it  was  very  natural  believed  his  oath  to  be  true.*    These  compur- 

that  they,  who  abounded  with  so  many  con-  gators  were  at  first  to  be  tliree.  afterwards  five 

jurations  for  the  discovery  of  doubtful  facts,  were  required ;  in  process  of  time,  twelve  be- 

or  future   events,  should    make  use  of  these  came  necessary .j     As  a  man  might  be  diarged 

elements  in  their  divination.    It  may  appear  by  the  opinion  of  the  country,  so  he  might 

the  greater  wonder,  how  the  people  came  to  also  be  dbcharged  by  it:  twelve  men  were 

continue  so  long,  and  with  such  obstinacy,  necessary  to  find  him  guilty,  twelve  might 

after  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  and  in  have  acquitted  him.     If  opinion  supports  a9 

spite  of  the  frequent  injunctions  of  the  pope,  government,  it  not  only  supported  in  the  gene- 

wbose  authority  was  then  much  venerated,  in  ral  sense,  but  it  directed  every  minute  part,  in 

the  use  of  a  species  of  proof,  the  insufficiency  the  Saxon  polity.     A  man,  who  did  not  seem 

of  which  a  thousand  examples  might  have  to  have  the  good  opinion  of  those  am<»g  whom 

detected.    But  thb  is  perhaps  not  so  unac-  he  lived,  was  judged  to  be  guilty,  or  at  least 

countable.    Persons  were  not  put  to  this  trial  capable  of  being  guilty  of  every  crime.    It  was 

unless  there  was  pretty  strong  evidence  against  upon  this  principle,  that  a  man,  who  cook!  Dot 

them ;   something  sufficient  to  form  what  is  find  the  security  of  some  tything  or  fiiborgb 

equivalent  to  a  corpus  delicti ;  tliey  must  have  £>r  his  behaviour,^  he  that  was  upon  account 

been  actually  found  guilty  by  the  e2uo<2ecemvtrafe  of  this  universal  desertion,  called   fri^xiless 

jtidicium,  before  they  could  be  subjected  in  man,  was  by  our    ancestors   c<xidemned  to 

any  sort  to  the  ordeal.    It  was  in  effect  show-  death  ;  a  punishment,  which  the  lenity  d[  the 

ing  the  accused  an  indulgence  to  give  him  this  English  laws  in  that  time  scarcely  inflicted  for 

chance,  even  such  a  chance  as  it  was,  of  an  any  crime,  however  clearly  proved  ;  a  circum- 

acquittal;  and  it  was  certainly  much  milder  stance  which  strongly  marks  the  genius  of 

than  the  torture,  which  is  used  with  full  as  the  Sax(m  government, 

little  certainty  of  producing  its  end  among  the  On  the  same  principle,  firom  which  the  trial 

most  civilized  nations.    And  the  ordeal  with-  by  the  oath  of  compurgators  was  derived,  was 

out  question  frequently  operated  by  the  mere  derived  also  the  trial  by  the  country;  which 

terrour.    Many  persons,  from  a  dread  of  the  was  the  method  of  taking   the  sense  of  the 

event,  chose  to  discover  rather  than  to  endure  neighborhood  on  any  dubious  fact.     If  the 

the  trial.    Of  those  that  did  endure  it,  many  matter  was  of  great  importance,  it  was  put  in 

must  certainly  have  been  guilty.    The  inno-  the  fiill  shiremote  ;    and  if  the  general  voice 

cency  of  some  who  suffered  coidd  never  be  acquitted  or  condemned^  decided  for  one  par^ 
known  with  certainty.    Others,  by  accident, 

might  have  escaped :  and  this  apparently  mira-  ^  «,  •  j  .s  ,••  i  « 
_,*.  L  J  »  •  i\-  c  •  *  Si  quia  cmendationem  oppidorum  vel  pon- 
culous  escape  had  great  weight  m  confirmmg  jiu^^  ^^j  profectionem  mUitlfem  detrectaverit, 
the  authority  of  this  trial.  How  long  did  we  compenset  Regi  130  solidos,  vel  purget  se,  et  no- 
continue  in  punishing  innocent  people  for  minentur  ei  14,  et  eligantur  1 1 .  Leges  Canuti,62. 
witchcraft,  though  experience  might,  to  think-  .  t  .S»  accusatio  sit  et  purgaUo  male  succedat, 
ing  persons  have  frequenUy  discovered  the  ^^Eve^f  S^nic'i'^^^^^^^  he  be 
mjustice  of  that  proceeding?  whilst,  to  the  paterfamilias  (heorthfest,*^  or  pedissequa  (fol- 
generality,  a  thousand  equivocal  appearances,  ghere,f )  must  enter  Into  the  hundred  and  tything, 
confessions  from  fear  or  weakness,  in  fine,  the  an^/"  »^<»^®  "l^®^^®  ^°  sw®?r  *ie  wiU  not  be  a 
torrent  of  popular  prejudice  rolled  down  through  "^'^^^  ^'  consenung  to  a  thief.  Leges  CanuU,  19 

somany  ages,conspiredtosupportthedelusion.  ^  Heorthfeste-the  same  with  Husfastene  or 

Husfestene,  i.  e.  the  master  of  a  family,  from 

*  The  Druids  judged  not  as  magistrates,  but  the  Saxon  HearthfcBst,  i.  e.  fixed  to  the  house 

as  interpreters  of  the  will  of  heavea     Ceterum  or  hearth. 

neque  animadveriere,  neque  vincire,  neque  ver-  t  The  Folgheres,  or  Folgeres,  were  the  me 

berare  quidem  nisi  sacerdotibus  permissum ;  non  nial  servants  or  followers  of  the  Husfastene,  or 

quasi  in  poenam,  nee  ducis  jussu,  sed  velut  Deo  Housekeepers.    Bracton.  liber  8.  Tract.  3.  C»p 

imperante,  says  Tacitus  de  Mor.  German.  7.  10.  Leges  Henricl  L  cap.  8 
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«r  the  other,  this  was  finad  in  the  cause.    But  The  Saxons  were  extremely  moderate  in 

then  it  was  necessary  that  all  should  agree ;  their  punishments  ;  murder  and  treason  were 

lor  it  does  not  appear  that  our  ancestors,  in  compounded ;    and  a  fine  set  for  every  offence. 

those  days,  conceived  how  any  assembly  could  Forfeiture  for  felony  was  incurred  only  by 

■be  supposed  to  give  an  assent  to  a  point,  con-  those  that  fled.    The  punishment  with  death 

ceming  which,  several  who  composed  that  as-  was  very  rare  ;  with  torture  unknown.    In  all 

sembly  thought  differently.      They  had   no  antient  nations,  the  punishment  of  crimes  was 

idea  that  a  body  composed  of  several,  could  in  the  family  injured  by  them ;  particularly  in 

act  by  the  opinion  of  a  small  majority.    But  case  of  murder.*     This  brought  deadly  feuds 

experience  having  shown  that  this  method  of  among  the   people,  which,  in  the  German 

trial  was  tumultuary  and  uncertain,  they  cor-  nations  particularly,  subsisted  through  several 

rected  it  by  the  idea  of  compurgation.    The  generations.    But  as  a  fruitless  revenge  could 

party  concerned  was  no  longer  put  to  his  oath ;  answer  little  purpose  to  the  parties  injured, 

he  simply  pleaded :    the  compurgators  swore  and  was  ruinous  to  the  public  peace,  by  the 

as  before,  in  antient  times ;  therefore  the  jury  interposal  of  good  offices,  they  were  prevailed 

were    strictly   from  the  neighbourhood,  and  upon  to  accept  some  composition  in  lieu  of 

were  supposed  to  have  a  personal  knowledge  the  blood  of  the  aggressor,  and  peace  was  re- 

of  the  man,  and  the  fact.     They  were  rather  stored.    The  Saxon  governmentdid  little  more 

a  sort  of  evidence  than  judges;  and  from  hence  than  act  the  part  of  arbitrator  between  tho 

is  derived  that  singularity  in  our  laws,  that  contending  parties,  exacted   the  payment  of 

most  of  our  judgments  are  given  upon  verdict,  this  composition,  and  reduced  it  to  a  certainty, 

and  not  upon  evidence,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  However,  the  king,    as  the  sovereign  of  all, 

most  other  countries.    Neither  are  our  juries  and  the  sheriff,  as  the  judicial  officer,  had  their 

bound,  except  by  one  particular  statute,  and  share  in  those  fines.    This  unwillingness  to 

in  particular  cases,  to  observe  any  positive  shed  blood,  which    the  Saxon  customs  gave 

testimony,  but  aro  at  liberty  to  judge  upon  pre-  rise  to,  the  Christian  religion  confirmed.    Yet 

sumptions.    These  are  the  first  rude  chalkings  was  it  not  altogether  so  imperfect  as  to  have 

of  our  jurisprudence.    The  Saxons  were  ex-  no  punishment  adequate  to  those  great  delin- 

tremely  imperfect  in  their  ideas  of  law;  the  civil  quencies  which  tend  entirely  to  overturn  a 

institutions  of  the  Romans,  who  were  the  legis-  state,  public  robbery,  murder  of  the  lord.f 

lators  of  mankind,  having  never  reached  them.  As  among  the  Anglo-Saxons  government 

The  order  of  our  courts,  the  discipline  of  our  depended  in  some  measure  upon  land  property, 

jury,  by  which  it  is  become  so  elaborate  a  con-  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  say  something  upcwa 

Irivance,  and  the  introduction  of  a  sort  of  scien-  their  manner  of  holding  and  inheriting  their 

tific  reason  in  the  law,  have  been  the  work  lands.    It  must  not  be  forgot  that  the  Germans 

of  ages.  were  of  Scythian  original,  and  had  preserved 

As  the  Saxon  laws  did  not  suffer  any  trans-  that  way  of  life,  and  those  peculiar  manners, 

action,  whether  of  tho  sale  of  land  or  goods,  which   distinguished  the  parent  nation.     As 

to  pass  but  in  the  shire,  and  before  witnesses,  the  Scythians  lived  principally  by  pasturage 

so  all  controversies  of  them  were  concluded  by  and  hunting,  from  the  nature  of  that  way  of 
what  they  called,  the  scyre  witness.*     This 

was  tried  by  the  oaths  of  the  parties,  by  vivA  *  Parenlibus  occisi  fiat  emendatio  vel  guerra 
voce  testimony,  and  the  producing  of  charters  eorum  porteiur,  unde  Anglice  proverbium  hab- 
and  records.  Then  the  people,  laity  and  etur,  Bige  spare  of  side,  oththe  baer.  £me  Ian- 
clergy,  whether  by  plurality  of  votes,  or  by  c®^"*  *  latere,  aut  fer.  Leg.  Edward,  12. 
.„Uo»  .r^tK^..  »,»«..«  ;«  ««»  «^^..  r.^^^i^  ««:  ^Ja  The  fines  on  the  town  or  hundred, 
what  other  means  IS  not  very  certam,  affirmed  parentes  murdrati  sex  Marcas  haberent. 
the  testimony  in  favour  of  one  of  the  claunants.  Rex  quadraginta.  [This  different  from  the 
Then  the  proceeding  was  signed,  first  by  those  ancient  usage,  where  the  king  had  half.l  Si 
who  held  the  court,  and  then  by  the  persons  parentea  deessent,  dominus  ejus  reciperet.    Si 

u      a:       j.u-j          *i-i                A  dommum  non  haberet,  nlagus  ejus,  id  est,  fide 

who  affirmed  the  judgment,  who  also  swore  to  ^^^  ^^  ji^atus.    LL.  In®.  75. 

it  in  the  same  manner.f  f  purveyance,  vide  Leges  Canuti,  67. 

Si  quis  intestaius  ex  hac  vitadecedat,  sive  sit 

*  Si  quis  terram  defenderit  testimonio  pro-  per  negligentiam  ejus,  sive  per  mortem  subi- 

vincis,  &c.    Leges  Canuti,  &c. ;  and sethe  land  taheam,  tunc  non  assumat  sibi  dominus  plus 

gewerod  hebbe  be  scvre  gewitnesse.  possessionis  (aehta)  ipsius  quam  justum  arma- 

t  See,  inMadox,  the  case  in  bishop  of  Bathes  mentum  ;  sed  post  mortem  possessio  (shtges- 

court.    See  also  Brady  272,  where  the  wit-  cyfl)  ejus  quam  justissime  distribuatur  uxori,  et 

nesses  on  one  side  offer  to  swear,  or  join  bat-  liberis,  et  propinquis  cognatis,  cuilibet  pro  dig- 

tle  with  the  other.  nitate  qu»  ad  eum  pertinet.    Leges  Canuti»  68. 
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•mployraent,  they  were  cootinuany  changing  •d  opoa  way  aide  by  1^  life  ertalo,  mi 

their  habitations.    But  even  in  thia  case  aome  pereeived  no  reasooahle  hope  of  a  provjsioii 

nnaU  degree  of  agriculture  was  carried  on;  from  any  new  arrangement.     These  inhen. 

and  therefore  some  sort  of  division  of  property  twxs  began  very  early  in  Engtod  ;  by  a 

became  necessary.    This  division  was  made  law  of  King  Alfred,  it  appears  that  they  were 

among   each  tribe  by  its  proper  chief.    But  then  of  a  very  antient  establishment :  and  as 

their  shares  were  allotted  to  the  several  indi-  wch   inheritances   were  intended  for  great 

Tiduais  only  for  a  year ;  lest  they  should  come  atability,  they  fiwrtified  them  by  charten ;  and 

to  attach  themselves  to  any  certain  habitation ;  therefore  they  were  called  bookland.     pis 

a  settlement  being  whoUy  contrary  to  the  go-  was  done  with  regard  to  the  posaessiODS  of  tbe 

aiusofthe  Scythian  manners  better  sort;  the  meaner,  who  were  caDed 

MoHeSt  if  they  did  not  live  in  a  dependance  od 

Campcstres  melius  Scythaa,  aome  ihane,  held  their  small  portions  of  land 

Quorum  plaustra  vagas  rite  trahunt  doaos,  as  aa  inheritance  likewise  ;  not  by  charter, 

Vivimi  ei  rigidi  Oeiae,  but  by  a  sort  of  preecriptioo  :  this  was  called 

Fru""gr«C.r«mS«,"'"'"  Wkl^    Th».  «U.«  rf  inheri.„U  bjh 

I^eccultura placet longior annua.  the  greater  and  the  meaner,  were  not  nee; 

they  were  to  all  purposes  allodial,  and  had 

This  custom  of  an  annual  property  pro-  haidly  a  single  property  ef  a  feud ;  they  de> 
bably  continued  among  the  Germans  as  long  seended  equaUy  to  all  the  children,  males  and 
as  they  remained  in  their  own  country  ;  but  femi^,  aecofdiag  to  the  custom  of  gavelkind, 
when  their  conquests  carried  them  into  other  a  custom  absohit^  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
parts,  another  object,  besides  the  possessuxi  the'  feudal  teniare  ;  and  whenever  estates  were 
of  the  land,  arose,  which  obliged  them  to  make  granted  in  the  later  Saxon  tiaoes  by  tbe  bounty 
a  change  in  this  particular.    In  the  distribu-  of  the  crown,  with  an  intent  that  they  should 
tion  of  the  conquered  lands,  the  antient  pos-  be  iidieritable,  so  fiur  were  they  from  being 
sessors  of  them  became  an  object  of  ctnaidera-  granted  with  the  complicated  load  of  all  the 
tion,  and  the  management  of  these  became  feudal  services  annexed,  tbat  in  all  the  char- 
one  of  the  principal  branches  of  their  polity,  ters  of  that  kind  which  subsist,  they  are  be- 
lt was  expedient,  towards  holding  them  in  slowed  wkh  a  full  power  of  alienation,  d  Uberi 
perfect  subjection,  that  they  should  be  habi-  ab  omvi  aecuiari  gravamine.     This  was  tbe 
tuated  to  obey  one  person,  and  that  a  kind  of  general  condition  of  those  inheritances  wfaidi 
cliental  relation  should  be  created  between  were  derived  fr«ra  tbe  right  of  original  cod- 
them  ;  therefore  the  land  with  the  slaves,  and  quest,  as  wdl  to  all  the  soldiers,  as  to  the 
the  people  in  a  state  next  to  slavery  annexed  leader ;  and  these  estates,  as  it  is  said,  were 
to  it,  were  bestowed  for  life  in  the  general  not  even  forfeitable,  no  not  fi>r  felony,  as  if 
distribution.     When  life   estates  were  once  that  were  in  some  sort  the  necessary  ccHKe- 
granted,  it  seemed  a  natural  c(Hisequence,  that  qtience  of  an  inheritable  estate.    So  far  were 
inheritances   should  immediately   supervene,  ^ey  from  resesBbling  a  fief.    Bat  there  were 
When  a  durable  connection  is  created  between  odier  possessions,  which  bore  a  nearer  resem- 
a  certain  man,  and  a  certain  pOTticm  of  land,  blance  to  iefii,  at  least  in  their  fe^t  feeble  and 
by  a  possession  for  his  whole  life,  and  when  in&ntile  state  of  the  temnre,  than  diose  inheri- 
his  children  have  grown  up  and  have  been  tances  which  were  held  by  an  absdute  right 
supported  on  that  land,  it  seems  so  great  an  in  the  proprietor.    The  great  officers  who  at- 
hardship   to  separate  them,  and   to  deprive  tended  the  court,  commanded  armies,  or  dis- 
thereby  the  frunily  of  all  means  of  subsisting,  tributed  justice,  nmst  necessarily  be  paid  and 
that  nothing  coidd  be  more  generally  desir-  supported ;  but  in  what  manner  could  they  be 
ed,   nor  more   reasonably  allowed,  Uian   an  paid  ?     In  numey  they  could  not ;  be<^use 
inheritance  ;    and   diis   reasonableness   was  there  was  very  little  m<Miey  then  in  Europe, 
strongly  enf<>rced  by  the  great  change  wrought  and  scarce  any  part  of  that  little  came  into  the 
in  their  affairs,  when  life  estates  were  granted,  prince's  coffers.     The  only  method  of  paying 
Whilst,  according  to  the  antient  custom,  lands  them  was,  by  allotting  lands  for  their  subsis- 
were  only  given  for  a  year,  there  was  a  rota-  tence   whilst  they  remained   in   his  service, 
tion  so  quick,  ^at  every  family  came  in  its  For  this  reason,  in  the  original  distribution, 
turn  to  be  easily  provided  for,  and  had  not  long  vast  tracts  of  land  were  left  in  the  hands  of  die 
to  wait ;  but  the  children  of  a  tenant  for  life,  king.     If  any  served  the  king  in  a  militaiy 
when  they  kwt  the  benefit  of  th<Hr  father's  command,  his  land  may  be  said  to  bays  been 
pessemiea,  stw  dtemselTes  as  it  were  immur-  in  some  sort  held  by  knight  sennoe.    If  the 
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it  was  in  an  office  about  the  king's  p«r-  cumseribed  the  views  and  politics  of  the  Eng- 

this  gave  rise  to  sergeantry ;  the  penom,  UA  within  the  bounds  of  their  own  island, 

cultivated  his  lands,  may  be  considered  as  But  the  Norman  conquerour  threw  down  all 

ng  by  socage.    But  the  long  train  of  ser-  these  barriers.    The  English  laws,  manners, 

I,  that  made  afterwards  the  learning  of  the  aad  laaximS)  were  suddenly  changed ;  the  scene 

-es,  were  then  not  thought  of ;  because  was  eiJai^ed ;  and  the  communication  with 

)  feuds,  if  we  may  so  cadi  them,  had  not  the  rest  of  Europe  bein^^  thus  opened,  has 

come  to  be  inheritances ;  which  circum«  been  preserved  ever  since  in  a  continued  series 

;e  of  inheritance  gave  rise  to  the  whole  of  wars  and  negotiaticms.    That  we  may  there- 

il  system.    With  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  fi>re  enter  more  fully  into  the  matters  which 

I  continued  to  the  last  bat  a  sort  of  pay  lie  before  us,  it  is  necessary  that  we  under^ 

lary  of  office.    The  innoda  neeesnka,  so  stand  the  state  of  the  neigbouring  continent  at 

1   spoken  of,  which  was  to  attend  the  the  time  when  this  idand  first  came  to  be  in- 

in  his  expeditions,  and  to  contribute  to  treated  in  its  affairs. 

uikling  of  bridges  and  repair  of  highways,  The   northern  nations,  who  had  over-run 

r  bound  the  lands  by  way  of  tenure,  but  the  Rossan  empire,  were  at  first  rather  actuat- 

pditical  regulation,  which  equally  affected  ed  by  avarice  than  ambition,  and  were  more 

f  class  and  condition  of  men,  and  every  intent  upon  plunder  than  conquest;  they  were 

;es  of  possession.  carried  beyond  their  original  purposes,  when 

le  mamier  of  succeeding  to  lands  in  Eng>  they  began  to  form  regikar  governments,  for 

at  this  period  was,  as  we  have  observed,  which  they  h«d  been  prepared  by  no  just  ideas 

livelkind;  an   equal  distribution  among  of  legiedation.  For  a  long  time,  therefore,  there 

children,  males  and  females.     The  an-  was  little  of  oMJer  in  their  affairs,  or  foresi^t 

northern  nations  had  but  an  imperfect  in  their  designs.     The  Goths,  the  Burgun- 

n  of  political  power.    That  the  possessor  dians,  ^  Franks,  the  Vandals,  the  Suevi, 

e  land  should  be  the  govemour  of  it  was  after  they  had   prevailed   over  the   Roman 

nple  idea ;  and  their  schemes  extended  empire,  by  turns  prevailed  over  each  other  in 

ittle  fiirther.    It  was  not  so  in  the  Grreek  continual  wars,  which  were  carried  on  upon 

[talian  commonwealths.   In  those  the  pro-  no  principles  of  a  determinate  policy,  entered 

of  the  land  was  in  all  respects  similar  to  into  upon  motives  of  brutality  and  caprice, 

of  goods,  and  had  nothing  of  jurisdiction  and  ended  as  fortune  and  rude  violence  chano- 

xed  to  it;  the  government  there  was  a  ed  to  prevail.     Tumult,  anarchy,  confosion 

iy  political  institution.     Among  such  a  overspread  the  face  of  Europe ;  and  an  ob- 

le  the  custom  of  distribution  could  be  of  scurity  rests  upon  the  transactions  of  that  time, 

consequence,  because  it  only  affected  pro-  which  saffers  us  to  discover  nothing  but  its 

;  but  gavelkind  among  the  Saxons  was  extreme  barbarity. 

prejudical ;  for  as  government  was  annex-  Before  this  cloud  could  be  dispersed,  the 
»  a  certain  possession  in  land,  this  pos-  Saracens,  another  body  of  barbarians  from 
>n,  which  was  continually  changing,  kept  the  south,  animated  by  a  fury  not  unlike  that 
overnment  in  a  very  fluctuating  state ;  so  which  gave  strength  to  the  northern  eruptions, 
their  civil  polity  had  in  it  an  essential  but  .heightened  by  enthusiasm,  and  regulated 
which  contributed  to  the  sickly  condition  by  sqbwdmation  and  uniform  policy,  began 
hich  the  Anglo-Saxon  state  always  re-  to  carry  their  arms,  their  manners,  and  reli- 
ed, as  well  as  to  its  final  dissolution.  gion,  into  every  part  of  the  universe.    Spain 

was  antirely  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent  of 

—  their  armies ;  Italy  and  the  islands  were  bar 

rassed  by  theiir  fleets,  and  aH  Europe  alarm- 

BOOR  III.  ^  hy  their  vigorous  and  firequent  enterprizea. 

Italy,  who  had  so  fong  sat  the  mistress  of  the 

CHAPTER  I.  worki,  was  by  turns  the  slave  of  all  nations. 

The  possession  of  that  fine  country  was  hotly 

'  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SUROFE  AT  THE  disputed  between  the  Greek  emperour  and  tha 

TIME  OF  THE  iTORMAir  iNYASiON.  Lombards,  and  it  suffered  infinitely  by  that 

contention.    Germany,  the  parent  of  so  many 

iFORE  the  period,  of  which  we  are  going  nations,  was  exhausted  by  the  swarms  she  had 

Mit,  England  was  little  known  or  con-  sent  abroad. 

3d  in  Europe.     Their  situation,  their  However,  in  the  midst  of  this  ohaoa  thera 

Btic  calamities,  and  their  ignorance,  dr-  were  principlea  at  wok,  which  reduoed  thugi 
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to  a  certain  form,  and  gradually  unfolded  a  invested  him  with  the  dominion  of  a  Urge 

system,  in  which  the  chief  movers  and  main  country  in  the  best  part  of  Italy, 

spring  were  the  papal  and  the  imperial  pow-  Charlemagne  pursued  the  course  which  was 

ers ;   the    aggrandizement    or  diminution  of  marked  out  for  him,  and  put  an  end  to  the 

which  have  been  the  drift  of  ahnost  all  the  Lombard  kingdom,  weakened  by  the  policy  of 

politics,  intrigues,  and  wars,  which  have  cm-  his  father,  and  the  enmity  of  the  popes,  who 

ployed  and  distracted  Europe  to  this  day.  never  willingly  saw  a  strong  power  in  Italy. 

From  Rome  the  whole  western  world  had  Then  he  received  from  the  hand  of  the  pope 
received  its  Christiauiity ;  she  was  the  asylum  the  imperial  crown,  sanctified  by  the  authority 
of  what  learning  had  escaped  the  general  de-  of  the  holy  see,  and  with  it  the  title  of  empe- 
solaticn ;  and  even  in  her  ruins  she  preserved  rour  of  the  Romans,  a  name  venerable  from 
something  of  the  majesty  of  her  antient  great-  the  fame  of  the  old  empire,  and  which  was 
ness.  On  these  accounts  she  had  a  respect  supposed  to  carry  great  and  unknown  preroga- 
and  a  weight,  which  increased  every  day  among  tives;  and  thus  the  empire  rose  again  out  of 
a  simple,  religious  people,  who  looked  but  its  ruins  in  the  west ;  and  what  is  remarkable, 
a  little  way  into  the  consequences  of  their  ao-  by  means  of  one  of  those  nations  which  had 
tions.  The  rudeness  of  the  world  was  very  helped  to  destroy  it.  If  we  take  in  the  con- 
favourable  for  the  establishment  of  an  empire  quests  of  Charlemagne,  it  was  also  very  near 
of  opinion.  The  moderation  with  which  the  as  extensive  as  formerly ;  though  its  cmistitu- 
popes  at  first  exerted  this  empire,  made  its  tion  was  altogether  different,  as  being  entirely 
growth  unfelt  until  it  could  no  longer  be  oppos-  on  the  northern  model  of  government, 
ed.  And  the  policy  of  later  popes,  building  From  Charlemagne  the  pope  received  in  re- 
on  the  piety  of  the  first,  continually  increased  turn  an  enlargement  and  a  confirmation  of  bis 
it ;  and  they  made  use  of  every  instrument  but  new  territory.  Thus  the  papal  and  imp^trial 
that  of  force.  They  employed  equally  the  powers  mutually  gave  birth  to  each  other, 
virtues  and  the  crimes  of  the  great ;  they  They  continued  for  some  ages,  and  in  some 
favoured  the  lust  of  kings  for  absolute  authority,  measure  still  continue,  closely  connected,  with 
and  the  desire  of  subjects  for  liberty ;  they  pro-  a  variety  of  pretensions  upon  each  other,  and 
voked  war  and  mediated  peace,  and  took  ad-  on  the  rest  of  Europe, 
vantage  of  every  turn  in  the  minds  of  men,  Though  the  imperial  power  had  its  origin 
whether  ofapublic  or  private  nature,  to  extend  in  France,  it  was  soon  divided  into  two 
their  influence,  and  push  their  power,  from  branches,  the  Gallic,  and  the  German.  The 
ecclesiastical  to  civil ;  from  subjection  to  inde-  latter  alone  supported  the  title  of  empire ;  but 
pendency  ;  from  independency  to  empire.  the  power  being  weakened  by  this  division, 

France  had  many  advantages  over  the  other  the  papal  pretensions  had  the  greater  weight, 
parts  of  Europe.    The  Saracens  had  no  per-  The  pope,  because  he  first  revived  the  impe- 
manent  success  in  that  country.    The  same  rial  dignity,  claimed  aright  of  disposing  of  it. 
hand  which  expelled  those  invaders,  deposed  or  at  least  of  giving  validity  to  the  election  of 
the  last  of  a  race  of  heavy  and  degenerate  the  emperour.     The  emperour,  on  the  other 
princes,  more  like  eastern  monarchs  than  Ger-  hand,  remembering  the  rights  of  those  sove- 
man  leaders,  and  who  had  neither  the  force  to  reigns  whose  title  he  bore,  and  how  lately  the 
repel  the  enemies  of  their  kingdom,  nor  to  as-  power,  which  insulted  him  with  such  demands, 
sert  their  own  sovereignity.    This  usurpation  had  arisen  from  the  bounty  of  his  predecessors, 
placed  on  the  throne  princes  of  another  cha-  claimed  the  same  privileges  in  the  election  of 
racter ;   princes  who  were  obliged  to  supply  a  pope.     The  claims  of  both  were  somewhat 
their  want  of  title  by  the  vigour  of  their  ad-  plausible;  and  they  were  supported,  the  one 
ministration.    The  French  monarch  had  need  by  force  of  arms,  and  the  other  by  ecclesiastical 
of  some  great  and  respected  authority  to  throw  influence;  powers,  which  in  those  days  were 
a  veil  over  his  usurpation,  and  to  sanctify  his  very  nearly  balanced.     Italy  was  the  theatre 
newly  acquired  power  by  those  names  and  ap-  upon  which  this  prize  was  disputed.    In  every 
pearances,  which  are  necessary  to  make  it  re-  city,  the  parties  in  favour  of  each  of  theoppo- 
spectable  to  the  people.    On  the  other  hand,  nents  were  not  far  from  an  equality  in  their 
the  pope,  who  hated  the  Grecian  empire,  and  numbers  and  strength.    Whilst  these  parties 
equally  feared  the  success  of  the  Lombards,  disagreed  in  the  choice  of  a  master,  by  con- 
saw  with  joy  this  new  star  arise  in  the  north,  tending  for  a  choice  in  their  subjection,  they 
and  gave  it  the  sanction  of  his  authority,  grew  imperceptibly  into  freedom,  and  passed 
Presently  afler  he  called  it  to  his  assistance,  through  the  medium  of  faction  and  anarchy, 
Pepin  passed  the  Alps,  relieved  the  pope,  and  into  regular  commonwealths.     Thus  ajrose  the 
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republics  of  Venice,  of  Genoa,  of  Florence,  with  sufficient  vigour.    Thus,  little  checked 

Sienna,  and  Pisa,  and  several  otiiers.    These  by  any   superiour  power,  full  of  fire,  impe- 

cities,  established  in  this  freedom,  turned  the  tuosity,  and  ignorance,  they  longed  to  signalize 

frugal  and  ingenious  spirit  contracted  in  such  themselves,  wherever  an  honourable  danger 

communities  to  navigation  and  traffic;  and  called  them;  and  wherever  that  invited,  they 

pursuing  them  with  skill  and   vigour,  whilst  did  not  weigh  very  deliberately  the  probability 

commerce  was  neglected  and  despised  by  the  of  success. 

rustic  gentry  of  the  martial  governments,  they  The  knowledge  of  this  general  disposition 

grew  to  a  considerable  degree  of  wealth,  power,  in  the  minds  of  men  will  naturally  remove  a 

and  civility.  great  deal  of  our  wonder  at  seeing  an  attempt 

The  Danes,  who  in  this  latter  time  preserv-  founded  on  such  slender  appearances  of  right, 

ed  the  spirit  and  the  numbers  of  the  antient  and  supported  by  a  power  so  little  proportioned 

Grothic  people,  had  seated  themselves  in  Eng-  to   the  undertaking  as  that  of  William,  so 

land,  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  in  Normandy,  warmly  embraced,  and  so  generally  followed, 

They  passed  from  thence  to  the  southern  part  not  only  by  his  own  subjects,  but  by  all  the 

of  Europe,  and  in  this  romantic  age  gave  rise  neighbouring  potentates.     The  counts  of  An- 

in  Sicily  and  Naples  to  a  new  kingdom,  aod  a  jou,  Bretagne,  Ponthieu,  Boulogne  and  Poic- 

new  line  of  princes.  tou,  sovereign  princes ;  adventurers  from  every 

All  the  kingdoms  on  the  continent  of  Europe  quarter  of  France,  the  Netherlands,  and  the 

were  governed  nearly  in  the  same  form ;  from  remotest  parts  of  Germany,  laying  aside  their 

whence  arose  a  great  similitude  in  the  man-  jealousies  and  enmities  to  one  another,  as  well 

ners  of  their  inhabitants.  The  feodal  discipline  as   to   William,  ran  with  an  inconceivable 

extended  itself  every  where,  and  influenced  ardour  into  this  enterprize;  captivated  with 

the  conduct  of  the  courts,  and  the  manners  of  the  splendour  of  the  object,  which  obliterated 

the  people,  with  its  own  irregular   martial  all  thoughts  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  event, 

spirit.    Subjects  under  the  complicated  laws  William  kept  up  this  fervour  by  promises  of 

of  a  various  and  rigorous  servitude  exercised  large  territories  to  all  his  allies  and  associates, 

all  the  prerogatives  of  sovereign  power.    They  in  the  country  to  be  reduced  by  their  united 

distributed  justice,  they  made  war  and  peace  efforts.    But  after  all  it  became  equsdly  neces- 

at  pleasure.    The  sovereign,  with  great  pre-  sary  to  reconcile  to  his  enterprize  the  three 

tensions,  had  but  little  power  ;   he  was  only  great  powers,  of  whom  we  have  just  spoken, 

a  gteater  lord  among  great  lords,  who  profited  whose  disposition  must  have  had  the  most  in- 

of  the  differences  of  bis  peers :  therefore,  no  fluence  on  his  affairs. 

steady  plan  could  be  well  pursued  either  in  war  His  feudal  lord,  the  king  of  France,  was 
or  peace.  This  day  a  prince  seemed  irre-  bound  by  his  most  obvious  interests  to  oppose 
sistible  at  the  head  of  his  numerous  vassals,  the  further  aggrandizement  of  one  already  too 
because  their  duty  obliged  them  to  war,  and  potent  for  a  vassal ;  but  the  king  of  France 
they  performed  this  duty  with  pleasure.  The  was  then  a  minor,  and  Baldwin,  earl  of  Flan- 
next  day  saw  this  formidable  power  vanished  ders,  whose  daughter  William  had  married, 
like  a  dream,  because  this  fierce  undisciplined  was  regent  of  the  kingdom.  This  circumstance 
people  had  no  patience,  and  the  time  of  the  rendered  the  remonstrance  of  the  French  coun- 
feudal  service  was  contained  within  very  nar-  cil  against  his  design  of  no  effect ;  indeed,  the 
row  limits.  It  was  tiierefore  easy  to  find  a  opposition  of  the  council  itself  was  faint ;  the 
number  of  persons  at  all  times  ready  to  follow  idea  of  having  a  king  under  vassalage  to  their 
any  standard,  but  it  was  hard  to  complete  a  crown  might  have  dazzled  the  more  super- 
considerable  design,  which  required  a  regular  ficial  courtiers,  whilst  those,  who  thought  moro 
and  continued  movement.  This  enterprizing  deeply,  were  unwilling  to  discourage  an  enter- 
disposition  in  the  gentry  was  very  general,  prize  which  they  believed  would  probably  end 
becGuise  they  had  little  occupation  or  pleasure  in  the  ruin  of  the  imdertaker.  The  emperour 
but  in  war ;  and  the  greatest  rewards  did  then  was  in  his  minority,  as  well  as  the  king  of 
attend  personal  valour  and  prowess.  All  that  France ;  but  by  what  arts  the  duke  prevailed 
professed  arms  became  in  aome  sort  on  an  upon  the  imperial  council  to  declare  in  his 
equality.  A  knight  was  the  peer  of  a  king  ;  favour,  whether  or  no  by  an  idea  of  creating  a 
and  men  had  been  used  to  see  the  bravery  of  balance  to  the  power  of  France,  if  we  can 
private  persons  opening  a  road  to  that  dignity,  imagine  that  any  such  idea  then  subsisted,  is 
The  temerity  of  adventures  was  much  justi-  altogether  uncertain ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he 
fie-d  by  the  ill  order  of  every  state,  which  left  obtained  leave  for  the  vassals  of  the  empire  to 
it  a  prey  to  almost  any  who  should  attack  it  engage  in  hb  service,  and  that  he  made 
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of  thif  permisrioB.    The  pope's  eoaaenC  wu  EiigUah  were  eoricbed  with  lands  aoddignkieg, 

obtained  with  ttiO  leas  difficulty.    William  and  taken  into  coosiderable  fiunilies  in  Nat- 

had  ihown  himself  in  mamr  instances  a  friend  raandy.    But  the  king's  principal  regards  wm 

to  the  church,  and  a  favourer  of  the  clergy,  showed  to  those  by  whose  bravery  he  had  s^ 

On   this  occasion,  he  promised  to  improve  tained  his  greatness.  To  some  he  bestowed^ 

those  happy  beginnii^  in  proportkNi  to  tfas  forfeited  estates,  which  were  many  and  great, 

means  he  should  acquire  by  the  favour  of  tfaa  of  Harold's  adherents ;  others  he  satisfied  from 

holy  see ;  it  is  said,  that  he  even  proposed  to  the  treasures  his  riv^  had  amassed  ;  and  the 

bold  his  new  kingdom  as  a  6ef  from  Rome.  rest,,  quartered  upon  wealthy  monasteries,  re- 

The  pope,  therefore,  entered  heartily  into  hia  lied  patiently  on  the  promises  of  one  vrbose 

interests;  he  excommunicated  all  those  that  performances  had  hitherto  gone  hand  in  hand 

should  oppose  his  enterprize,  and  sent  him,  aa  with  his  power.    Th^«  was  another  circaoh 

a  means  of  insuring  success,  a  consecrated  stance,  irttkkh  conduced  much  to  the  maiotus- 

banner.  ing,  as  weH  as  to  the  making,  his  conquest  Tba 

posterity  of  the  Danes,  who  bad  finally  w 

»— ^—  duced  England  i»der  Canute  the  Great,  were 

still  very  numerous  in  that  kingdom,  and  is 

CHAPTER  n.  general  not  well  liked  by,  nor  well  affected  to, 

the  oM  Anglo-Saxon   inhabitants.    Wiflkai 

REiQH  OF  WILLIAM  THE  coN<|irKRBB.  wiscly  took  advantage  of  this  enmity  betweea 

the  two  soits  of  inhabitants,  and  the  allianee 

AiTKR  the  battle  of  Hastings,  the  taking  of  of  blood  which  was  between  them  and  hii 

Dover,  the  surrender  of  London,  and  the  sub-  subjects.    In  the  body  of  laws  which  he  pub* 

missicm  of  the  principal  nobility,  William  had  lished,  he  insists  strongly  on  this  kindred,  and 

nothing  left  but  to  order  in  the  best  manner  declares,  that  the  Normans  and  Danes  ought 

the  kingdom  he  had  so  happily  acquired.    Soon  to  be  as  sworn  brothers  against  all  men :  a  po- 

after  his  coronation,  fearmg  the  sudden  and  licy,  which  probaUy  united  these  people  to  him; 

ungovemed  motions  of  so  great  a  city,  new  to  or  at  least  so  confirmed  the  antient  jealoosf 

subjection,  he  left  Londcm  until  a  strong  citadel  Yftiich  subsisted  between  them  and  the  origi* 

could  be  raised  to  over-awe  the  peof^e.    This  nal  English,  as  to  hinder  any  cordial  unioa 

was  built  where  the  tower  of  L<»don  now  against  his  interests, 

stands.    Not  content  with  this,  he  built  Uu-ee  When  the  king  had  thus  setded  his  aoq^j^i- 

other  strong  castles,  in  situations  as  advantar*  tions  by  aU  the  methods  of  force  and  policy,  be 

geously  chosen,  at  Norwich,  at  Winchester,  thought  it  expedient  to  visit  his  patrimoiual 

and  at  Hereford,  securing  not  only  the  heart  territory,  which,  with  regard  to  its  internal 

of  affairs,  but  binding  down  the  extreme  parts  state,  ud  the  jealousies  which  his  additional 

of  the  kingdom.    And  as  he  observed,  fifora  greatness  revived  in  many  of  the  bordering 

his  own  experience,  the  want  of  fortresses  in  princes,  was  critically  situated.    He  appoint- 

England,  he  resdved  ftiily  to  supply  thatdefecti  ad  to  the  regency,  in  his  absence,  his  brother 

and  guard  the  kingdom  both  against  internal  Odo,  an  eoclesiastic,  whom  he   had  made 

and  foreign  enemies.    But  be  fortified  his  bishop  of  Bayeaux  in  France,  and  earl  d 

throne  yet  more  strongly  by  the  policy  of  good  Kent,  with  great  power  and  pre-eminence  in 

government.    To  London  he  confirmed  by  England ;  a  man  bdd,  fierce,  ambitious,  fiiU  of 

charter  the  liberties  it  had  enjoyed  under  the  craft,  imperious,  and  without  &ith,  but  wefl 

Saxon  kings ;  and  endeavoured  to  fix  the  affeo>  versed  in  all  affairs,  vigilant  and  courageous, 

tions  of  the  English  in  general,  by  governing  To  him  he  joined  William  Fitz-Auber,  bis 

them  with  equity  according  to  their  antient  justiciary,  a  person  of  consummate  prudence 

laws,  and  by  treating  them  on  aU  occasions  and  great  integrity.    But,  not  depending  on 

with  the  most  engaging  deportment.    He  set  this  disposition,  to  secure  his  conquest  as  well 

up  no  pretences  which  arose  from  absolute  as  to  display  its  importance  abroad,  under  a 

conquest.    He  confirmed  their  estates  to  all  pretence  of  hcmour,  he  carried  with  him  all 

those  who  had  not  appeared  in  arms  against  the  chiefs  of  the  English  nobility,  the  popdar 

him,  and  seemed  not  to  aim  at  subjecting  the  Earls  Edwin  and  Morcar,  and,  vrfaat  was  of 

English  to  the  Normans,  but  to  unite  the  two  most  importance,  Edgar  Atheling,  the  last 

nations  under  the  wings  of  a  common  parental  branch  of  the  royal  stock  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 

care.    If  the  Normans  received  estates  and  kings,  and  infinitely  dear  to  all  the  people, 

held  lucratives  offices,  and  were  raised  by  The  king  managed  his  affairs  abroad  with 

wealthy  matches  in  England,  some  of  the  great  address,  and  covered  all  his  negotiatiooR 
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br  the  Mcurity  of  his  Norman  dominions,  fiUing  the  places  of  those  whom  he  had  de- 

mder  the  magnificence  of  continual  feasting  posed ;  and  gave  by  that  means  those  violent 

ind  unremitted  diversion,  which,  without  an  changes  the  air  rather  of  reformation  than 

ipliearaoce  of  design,  displayed  his  wealth  oppression.     He  began  with  Stigand,  arch- 

lad  power,  and  by  that  means  facilitated  his  bishop  of  Canterbury.    A  synod  was  called, 

BHttSwes.    But,  whilst  he  was  thus  employ-  in  which,  for  the  first  time  in  England,  the 

ad,  his  absence  from  England  gave  an  oppor-  pope's  legate,  k  Latere,  is  said  to  have  pre- 

tonity  to  several  humours  to  break  out,  which  sided.    In  this  council,  Stigand,  for  simony 

die  kite  change   had   bred,   but  which   the  and  for  other  crimes,  of  which  it  is  easy  to 

amazement  likewise  produced  by  that  violent  convict  those  who  are  out  of  favour,  was  so- 

cfaange,  and  the  presence  of  their  conquerour,  lemnly  degraded  from  his  dignity.    The  king 

vrke,  vigilant,  and  severe,  had  hitherto  re-  filled  his    place  with  Lanfranc,  an  Italian. 

preoed.     The  antient  line  of  their  kings  dis-  By  his  whole  conduct  he  appeared  resolved  to 

plaeed ;  the  only   thread  on  which  it  hung  r^uce  his  subjects  of  all  orders  to  the  most 

carried  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  ready  to  be  perfect  obedience. 

cutoff  bj  the  jealousy  of  a  merciless  usurper;  The  people  loaded  with  new   taxes,  the 

Aeir  liberties  none,  by  being  precarious,  and  nobility  degraded  and  threatened,  the  clergy 

die  daily  insolencies  and  rapine  of  the  Nor-  deprived  of  their  immunities  and  influence, 

DMas  intolerable ;  these  discontents  were  in-  joined  in  one  voice  of  discontent ;  and  stimu- 

creased  by  the  tyranny  and  rapaciousness  of  lated  each  other  to  the  most  desperate  resolu- 

the  regent ;   and  they  were  fomented  from  tions.    The  king  was  not  unapprized  of  these 

ibroed  by  Eustace,  count  of  Boulogne ;   but  motions,  nor  negligent  of  them.    It  is  thought 

die  people,  though  ready  to  rise  in  all  parts,  he  meditated  to  free  himself  from  much  of  his 

irere  destitute  of  leaders ;  and  the  insurrec-  uneasiness,  by  seizing  those  men,  on  whom 

tkos  actually  made  were  not  carried  on  in  the  nation  in  its  distresses  used  to  cast  its 

concert,  nor  directed  to  any  determinate  object,  eyes  for  relief.    But  whilst  he  digested  these 

3o  that  the  king,  returning  speedily,  and  ex-  measures,  Edgar  Atheling,  Edwin  emd  Morcar 

Bftiiig  himself  every  where  with  great  vigour,  Waltheof  the  son  of  Seward,  and    several 

in  a  short  time  dissipated  these   ill-formed  others,  eluded  his  vigilance,  and  escaped  into 

projects.    However,  so  general  a  dislike  to  Scotland,  where  they  were  received  with  open 

WOliam's  government  had  appeared  on  this  arms  by  King  Malcolm.    The  Scottish  mo- 

jccasioB,  that  he  became  in  his  turn  disgusted  narch  on  this  occasion  married  the  sister  of 

irith  his  subjects,  and  began  to  change  his  Edgar;    and  this  match  engaged  him  more 

DHudms  of  rule  to  a  rigour,  which  was  more  closely  to  the   accomplishment  of  what  his 

Qonformable  to  his  advanced  age,  and  the  gratitude  to  the  Saxon  kings  and  the  rules  cS 

rtemness  of  his  natural  temper.    He  resolved,  good  policy  bad   before  inclined  him.     He 

nnce  he  could  not  gain  the  affections  of  his  entered  at  last  into  the  cause  of  his  brother- 

BiAgects,  to  find  such  matter  for  their  hatred  in-law  and  the  distressed  English ;  he  per- 

as  might  weaken  them,  and  fortify  his  own  suaded  the  king  of  Denmark  to  enter  into  the 

authority  against  the  enterprizes  which  that  same  measures,  who  agreed  to  invade  Eng- 

hatred    might   occasion.       He   revived    the  land  with  a  fleet  of  a  thousand  ships.    Drone, 

tribute  of  Danegelt,  so  odious  from  its  ori-  an  Irish  king,  declared  in  their  favour,  and 

filial  cause,  and  that  of  its  revival,  which  he  supplied  the    sons    of  Earl  Goodwin    with  . 

caused  to  be  strictly  levied  throughout  the  vessels  and  men,  with   which  they  held  the 

Inngdom.    He  erected  castles  at  Nottingham,  English  coast  in  continual  alarms, 

■t  Warwick,  and  at  York,  and  filled  them  with  Whilst  the  forces  of  this  powerful  confe- 

^orman  garrisons ;  he  entered  into  a  stricter  deracy  were    collecting   on    all   sides,    and 

iBquisition  for  the  discovery  of  the  estates  for^  prepared    to  enter    England,  equal  dangers 

^ited  on  his  coming  in ;  paying  no  regard  to  threatened   from  within  the  kingdom.    Edric 

^  privileges  of  the  ecclesiastics,  he  seized  the  Forester,  a  very  brave  and  popular  Saxon, 

*ipon  the  treasures,  which,  as  in  an  inviolable  took  up  arms  in  the  counties  of  Hereford  and 

**ylam,  the  unfortunate  adherents  to  Harold  Salop,  the  country  of  the  antient  Silures,  and 

■^  deposited  in  monasteries.    At  the  same  inhabited  by  the  same  warlike  and  untameable 

'^•Oe  he  entered  into  a  resolution  of  deposing  race  of  men.     The  Welsh  strengthened  him 

*"  the  English  bishops,  on  none  of  whom  he  with  their  forces,  and  Cheshire  joined  in  the 

°ould  rely,  and  filling  their  places  with  Nor-  revolt.    Hereward  le  Wake,  one  of  the  most 

'^^Hs.    But  he  mitigated  the  rigour  of  these  brave  and  indefatigable  soldiers  of  his  time, 

''^^ceedin)^  by  the  wise  choice  he  made  in  rushed  with  a  numerous  band  of  fugitives  and 
Vox..  U.— 35 
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ontkwi  from  the  fens  of  Lincoln  and  the  Isle  country.    Some  of  the  most  obnosioiis  of  dw 

of  EI7 ;  from  whence,  protected  by  the  sitiia-  Engli^  fled  along  with  xhem.     One  despe* 

tion  of  the  place,  he  had  for  some  time  carried  rate  party,   under  the  brave  Walthecf^  threw 

on  an  irregular  war  against  the  Normans.  The  themselves  into  York,  and  ventured  akne  to 

sons  of  Goodwin  landed  with  a  strong  body  resist  his  victorious  army.    William  presMi 

in  the  west ;  the  fire  of  rebellion  ran  through  the  siege  with  vigour ;  and,  notwithstanding 

the  kingdom ;  Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset,   at  the  prudent  dispositions  of  Waltheof,  and  the 

once  threw  off  the  yoke.    Daily  skirmishes  prodigies  of  valour  he  displayed  in  its  defoice, 

were  fought  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  with  standing  alone  in  the  breach,  and  maintainiag 

various   success,  and  with  great  bloodshed,  his  ground  gallantly  and  successfully,  the  pboe 

The    Normans    retreated   to    their   castles,  was  at  last  reduced   by  famine.    The  king 

which  the  English  had  rarely  skill  or  patience  left  his  enemies  no  time  to  recover  this  di>> 

to  master;    out   of  these  they  sallied   from  aster;  he  followed  his  blow,  and  drove  all  who 

time  to  time,   and   asserted  their  dominion,  adhered  to  Edgar  Atheling  out  of  all  the  codd- 

The  conquered  English  for  a  moment  resum-  tries  northward  of  the  Humber.    This  tnurt 

ed    their  spirit ;   the  forests  and    morasses,  he  resolved  entirely  to  depopulate,  inflaeiiced 

with  which  this  island  then  abounded,  served  by  revenge,  and  by  distrust  of  the  idiabitaots, 

them  for  fortifications,  and  their  hatred  to  the  and  partly  with  a  view  of  opposing  an  hid»> 

Normans  stood   in  the  place  of  discipline;  ous  desert  of  sixty  miles  in  extent,  as  an  idh 

each  man,  exasperated  by  his  own  wrongs,  pregnable  barrier  against  all  attempts  of  the 

avenged  them  in  his  own  manner :  every  thing  Scots  in  favour  of  his  disafiected  sul^ects. 

was  full  of  blood  and  violence.     Murders,  The  execution  of  this  barbarous  project  was 

burnings,  rapine,  and  confusion  overspread  attended  with  all  the  havoc  and  desolatiaa 

the  whole  kingdom.    During  these  distrao-  that  it  seemed   to    threaten:    <me   hundred 

tions,  several  of  the   Normans  quitted  the  thousand  are  said  to  have  perished  by  cold, 

country,  and  gave  up  their  possessions,  which  penury, and  disease.    The  ground  lay  uotilled 

they  thought  not  worth  holding  m  continual  throughout  that  whole  space  for  upwards  oC 

horrour  and  danger.    In  the  midst  of  this  nine  years.    Many  (^  the  inhabitants  both  of 

scene  of  disorder,  the  king  alone  was  present  this  and  all  other  parts  of  England,  fled  into 

to  himself  and  to  his  affairs.    He  first  collect-  Scotland  ;  but  they  were  so  received  by  King 

ed  all  the  forces  on  whom  he  could  depend  Malcolm,  as  to  forget  that  they  had  lost  their 

within  the  kingdom,  and  called  powerful  sue-  country.    This  wise  monarch  gladly  sebed  so 

oours  from  Normandy.  Then  he  sent  a  strong  fair  an  opportunity,  by  the  exertion  of  a  bene- 

body  to  repress  the  commotions  in  the  west ;  volent  policy,  to  people  his  dominicms,  and  to 

but  be  reserved  the  greatest  force,  and  his  own  improve  his  nati? e  subjects.    He  received  the 

presence,  against  the  greatest  danger,  which  English  nobility  according  to  their  rank;  he 

menaced  from  the  north.      The  Scots   had  promoted  (hem  to  oflices  according  to  their 

penetrated  as  far  as  Durham ;  they  had  taken  merit,  and   enriched   them   by  coieiderahle 

the  castle,  and  put  the  garrison  to  the  sword,  estates  from  his  own  demesne.    From  these 

A  like  fate  attended  York  from  the  Danes,  noUe  refugees  several  ccmsiderable  fiumilies  in 

who  had  entered  the  Humber  with  a  formida-  Scotland  are  descended, 

ble  fleet.     They  put  this  city  into  the  hands  William,  on  the  other  hand,  amidst  all 

pf  the    English   malecontents,  and    thereby  the  excesses,  which  the  insolence  of  victory, 

influenced  all  the  northern  counties  in  their  and  the  cruel  precauti<His  of  usurped  authority 

favour.    William,  when  he  first  perceived  the  could  make  him  commit,  gave  many  striking 

gathering  of  the  storm,   endeavoured,    and  examples  of  moderation  and  greatness  of  miod. 

with  some  success,  to  break  the  force  o£  the  He  pardoned  Waltheof^  whose  braveiy  he  did 

principal  blow,  by  a  correspondence  at  the  not  the  less  admire,  because  it  was  exerted 

court  of  Denmark;  and  now  he  entirely  blunted  against  himself.     He  restored  him  tohisan- 

the  weapon,  by  corrupting,  with  a  considerable  tient  honours  and  estates  ;  and  thinking  Ms 

sum,  the  Danish  general.    It  was  agreed,  to  family  strengthened  by  the  acquisition  of  a 

gratify  that  piratical  nation,  that  they  should  gallant  man,  he  bestowed  upon  him  bti  niece 

plunder  some  part  of  (he  coast,  and  depart  Judith  in  marriage.    On  Edric  the  Forester, 

without  further  disturbance.   By  this  negotia-  who  lay  under  his  sword,  in  the  same  generoos 

tion,  the  king  was  enabled  to  march  with  an  manner  he  not  only  bestowed  his  life,  but 

undissipated  force  against  the  Scots,  and  the  honoured  it  with  an  addition  of  digni^. 

principal  body  of  the  English.     Every  thing  The  king,  having  thus  by  the  most  politic 

yielded.    The  Scots  retired  into  their  own  and  the  most  courageous  meastir«8,  by  vU 
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by  fiirce,  by  severity,  and  by  clemency,  dispel-  clergy ;  and  these  they  held  discharged  of  all 

led  those  clouds,  which  had  gathered  from  taxes,  and  free  from  every  burthen  of  civil  or 

every  quarter  to  overwhelm  him,  returned  tri-  military  service  ;  a  constitution  undoubtedly 

mriphant  to  Winchester ;  where,  as  if  he  had  no  less  prejudicial  to  the  authority  of  the  state, 

newly  acquired  the  kingdom,  he  was  crowned  than  detrimental  to  the  strength  of  the  nation, 

with  great  solemnity.    After  this,  he  proceeded  deprived  of  so  much  revenue,  so  many  soldiers, 

to  execute  the  plan  he  had  long  proposed,  of  and  of  numberless  exertions  of  art  and  indus- 

modelling  the  state    according  to    his   own  try,  which  were  stifled  by  holding  a  third  of 

pleasure,  and  of  fixing  his  authority  upon  an  the  soil  in  dead  hands  out  of  all  possibility  of 

immovable  foundation.  circulation.  William  in  a  good  measure  reme- 

There  were  few  of  the  English  who,  in  the  died  these  evils,  but  with  the  great  offence  of  all 
late  disturbances,  had  not  either  been  active  the  ecclesiastic  orders.  At  the  same  time  that 
against  the  Normans,  or  shown  great  disin-  he  subjected  the  church  lands  to  military  ser- 
dination  to  them.  Upon  some  right,  or  some  vice,  he  obliged  each  monastery  and  bishopric 
pretence,  the  greatest  part  of  their  lands  were  to  the  support  of  soldiers,  in  proportion  to  the 
adjudged  to  be  forfeited.  William  gave  these  number  of  knight's  fees  that  they  possessed, 
lands  to  Normans,  to  be  held  by  the  tenure  of  No  less  jealous  was  he  of  the  papal  preten- 
knight  service,  according  to  the  law  which  sions,  which,  having  favoured  so  l(»ig  as  they 
modified  that  service  in  all  parts  of  Europe,  served  him  as  the  instruments  of  his  ambition, 
These  people  he  chose,  because  he  judged  they  he  afterwards  kept  within  very  narrow  bounds, 
must  be  faithful  to  the  interest  on  which  they  He  suffered  no  communication  with  Rome  but 
depended ;  and  this  tenure  he  chose  because  by  his  knowledge  and  approbation.  He  had  a 
it  raised  an  army  without  expense ;  called  it  bold  and  ambitious  pope  to  deal  with,  who  yet 
forth  at  the  least  warning ;  and  seemed  to  never  proceeded  to  extremities  with,  nor  gain- 
secure  the  fidelity  of  the  vassal,  by  the  multi-  ed  one  advantage  over  William  during  his 
plied  ties  of  those  services  which  were  inse-  whole  reign ;  although  he  had  by  an  express 
parably  annexed  to  it.  In  the  establishment  law  reserved  to  himself  a  sort  of  right  in 
of  these  tenures,  William  only  copied  the  approving  the  pope  chosen,  by  forbidding  his 
practice  which  was  now  become  very  general,  subjects  to  yield  obedience  to  any  whose  right 
One  fault,  however,  he  seems  to  have  commit-  the  king  had  not  acknowledged, 
ted  in  this  distribution ;  the  immediate  vassals  To  form  a  just  idea  of  the  power  and  great- 
of  the  crown  were  too  few ;  the  tenants  in  ness  of  this  king,  it  will  be  convenient  to  take 
ecpiie  at  the  end  of  this  reign  did  not  exceed  a  view  of  his  revenue.  And  I  the  rather 
seven  hundred ;  the  eyes  of  the  subject  met  too  choose  to  dwell  a  little  upon  this  article,  as 
many  great  objects  in  the  state,  besides  the  nothing  extends  to  so  many  objects  as  the 
state  itself;  and  the  dependance  of  the  infe-  public  finances ;  and  consequently  nothing  puts 
riour  people  was  weakened  by  the  interposal  in  a  clearer  or  more  decisive  light  the  manners 
of  another  authority  between  them  and  the  of  the  people,  and  the  form,  as  well  as  the 
crown ;  and  this  without  being  at  all  service-  powers  of  government,  at  any  period, 
able  to  liberty.  The  ill  consequence  of  this  The  first  part  of  this  consisted  of  the  de- 
was  not  so  obvious,  whilst  the  dread  of  the  mesne.  The  lands  of  the  crown  were,  even 
English  made  a  good  correspondence  between  before  the  conquest,  very  extensive.  The 
tiie  sovereign  and  the  great  vassals  absolutely  forfeitures  consequent  to  that  great  change 
necessary;  but  it  afterwards  appeared,  and  in  had  considerably  increased  them.  It  appears 
a  light  very  offensive  to  the  power  of  our  kings,  from  the  record  of  Domesday,  that  the  king 

As  there  is  nothing  of  more  consequence  in  retained  in  his  own  hands  no  fewer  than  1400 

a  state  than  the  ecclesiastical  establishment,  manors.     This  alone  was  a  royal  revenue, 

there  was  nothing,  to  which  this  vigilant  prince  However,  great  as  it  really  was,  it  has  been 

gave  more  of  his  attention.     If  he  owed  his  exaggerated  beyond   all   reason.     Ordericus 

own  power  to  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  it  Vitalis,  a  writer  almost  contemporary,  asserts, 

convinced  him  how  necessary  it  was  to  prevent  that  this  branch  alone  produced  a  thousand 

that  engine  from  being  employed  in  its  turn  pounds  a  day  ;'*'  which,  valuing  the  pound  as 

against  himself.    He  observed,  that  besides  it  was  then  estimated,  at  a  real  pound  of  silver, 

the  influence  they  derived  from  their  character,  and  then  allowing  the  difference   in  value 
they  had  a. vast  portion  of  that  power  which 

always  attends  property      Of  about  60,000  ,  ,  ^^^^  ^^^^^  myself  great  mlsukes  !n  cal. 

knights*  fees,  which  England  was  then  judged  ctilatlon  by  computing,  as  the  produce  of  every 

-  to  contain,  28,000  were  in  the  hands  of  the  day  in  the  year,  that  of  one  ezUaordinai^  dsj. 
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thftt  tine,  it  will  iiiak«  new  twi^e  mil-  with  rents,  from  fire  to  an  himdred  pounds  eacL 

of  om  money.    Thii  acoomit,  coming  The  greatest  monber  of  those  I  have  seen  ia 

from  soch  an  aothoritj,  has  been  copied  with-  print  are  mider  fifty;   so  that  we  may  safdr 

out  examination  by  all  the  succeeding  histo-  take  that  number  as  a  just  medium ;  aisd  theo 

harw.    If  we  were  to  admit  the  truth  of  it,  we  the  whole  amount  of  the  demesne  rents  will  be 

must  entirely  change  our  ideas  concerning  the  70,000  pounds,  or  210,000   of  our  mooej. 

quantity  of  money,  which  then  circulated  in  This,  though  almost  a  fourth  less  than  the  son 

Europe.    And  it  is  a  matter  ahogether  mon-  stated  by  Vitalis,  still  seems  a  great  deal  too 

serous  and  incredible,  in  an  age  when  there  high,   if  we  should  suppose  the  ^nMe  sum, 

was  liiLe  traflic  in  this  nation ;  and  the  traflic  as  that  author  does,  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 

of  all  nations  circulated  but  little  real  coin  ;  that  money  to  be  reckoned  by  real  pounds  of 

when  the  tenants   paid  the  greatest  part  of  silver.  But  we  must  obserre,  that,  when  sans 

their  rents  in  kind ;   and  when   it  may  be  of  money  are  set  down  in  old  laws  and  rectxrds, 

greatly  doidiCed  whether  there  was  so  mndi  the  interpretation  of  those  words,  pounds  and 

current  money  in  the  nation,  as  is  said  to  have  shillings,  is  for  the  roost  part  oxen,  sheep,  com 

oeme  into  the   king's  coffers  from  this  one  and  provision.    When  real  coin  money  was  to 

branch  of  his  revenue  only.    For  it  amounts  be  paid,  it  was  called  white  money,  or  argenhm 

to  a  twelfth  part  of  all  the  circulating  species,  ofticm,  and  was  only  in  a  certain  stipulated 

which  a  trade,  infinitely  more  extensive,  has  proportion  to  what  was  rendered  in  kind ;  and 

derived  from  sources  infinitely  more  exube-  that  proportion  generally  very  low.       This 

rant  to  this  wealthy  nation,  in  this  improved  method  .of  paying  rent,  though  it  entirely 

age.    Neither  must  we  think,  that  the  whole  overturns  the  prodigious  idea  of  that  monardi's 

revenue  ofthts  prince  ever  rose  to  sudi  a  sunL  pecuniary  wealth,  was  far  fi'om  being  less 

Thegreatfountain,which  fed  his  treasury,  must  ccModucive  to  his  greatness      It  enabled  him 

have  been  Danegelt,  which,  upon  any  reason-  to  feed  a  multitude  erf*  people ;  one  of  the 

aMe  calculation,  could  not  possibly  exceed  one  surest  and  largest  sources  d  influence,  and 

lumdred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  our  which  always  out-buys  money  in  the  traffic  ct 

money,  if  it  ever  readied  that  sum.    William  affections.     This  revenue,   which  vras   the 

was  observed  to  be  a  great  hoarder,  and  very  diief  support  of  the  dignity  of  our  Saxon  kii^ 

avaricious ;  his  army  was  maintained  without  was  considerably  increased  by  the  revival  of 

any  expense  to  him ;  his  demesne  supported  Danegelt,  of  the  imposition  of  which  we 

his  household ;  neither  his  necessary  nor  his  have  already  spoken,  and  which  is  supposed 

voluntary  expenses  were  considerable.    Yet  to  have  produced  an  annual  inc<Hne  of  40,000 

the  effects  of  many  years'  scraping  and  hoard-  pounds  of  money  as  then  valued. 

ing  left  at  his  death  but  sixty  thousand  pounds,  The  next  branch  of  the  king's  revenue  were 

not  the  sixth  part  of  one  year's  income,  ao-  the  feudal  duties,  by  him  first  introduced  ioto 

cording  to  this  account,  of  one  branch  of  his  England ;  namely,  ward,  marriage,  rdief,  and 

revenue :  and  this  was  then  esteemed  a  vast  aids.     By  the  first,  the  heir  of  every  tenant, 

treasure.      Edgar  Atheling,  on  being  recon-  who  held  immediately  from  the  crown,  during 

cited  to  the  king,  was  allowed  a  mark  a  day  his  minority  was  in  ward  for  his  body  and  bis 

for  his  expenses,  and  he  was  thought  to  be  land  to  the  king ;  so  that  he  had  the  formation 

allowed  sufficiently ;  though  he  received  it  in  of  his  mind  at  that  early  and  ductile  age  to 

some  sort  as  an  equivalent  for  his  right  to  the  mould  to  his   own   purposes,  and  the  entire 

crown.    I  venture  on  this  digression,  because  profits   of  his  estate,  either  to  augment  his 

writers  in  an  ignorant  age,  making  guesses  at  demesne,  or  to  gratify  his  dependents.     And 

random,  impose  on  more  enlightened  times,  as  we  have  already  seen  how  many  and  how 

and  affect  by  their  mistakes  many  of  our  rea-  vast  estates,  or  rather  princely  possessions, 

sonings  on  affairs  of  consequence ;   and  it  is  were  then  held  immediately  of  the  crown,  we 

the  errour  of  all  ignorant  people,  to  rate  un-  may  comprehend  how  important  an  article  this 

known  times,  distances,  and  sums,  very  far  must  have  been. 

beyond  then"  real  extent.  There  is  even  Though  the  heir  had  attained  his  age  be- 
something  childish  and  whimsical  in  comput-  fore  the  death  of  his  ancestor,  yet  the  king 
ing  this  revenue,  as  the  original  author  has  intruded  between  him  and  his  inheritance;  and 
done,  at  so  much  a  day.  For  my  part,  I  do  obliged  him  to  redeem,  or  as  the  term  then 
not  imagine  it  so  difficult  to  come  at  a  pretty  was,  to  relieve  it.  The  quantity  of  this  relief 
accurate  decision  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  was  generally  pretty  much  at  the  king's  direo* 
this  story.  tion ;  and  often  amounted  to  a  very  great  sum. 
Ths  above-mentioned  manors  are  charged  But  the  king's  demands  on  his  rants  in 
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diief  were  not  jet  satisfied.  He  had  a  right  were  barthensome ;  and  the  king  had  the  right, 
■nd  interest  in  the  marriage  of  heirs,  both  or  was  at  least  in  the  unquestioned  practice 
males  and  females,  virgins  and  widows  ;  and  of  forcing  his  subjects  to  accept  these  employ- 
either  bestowed  them  at  pleasure  on  his  fa-  ments,  or  to  pay  for  their  immunity,  by  which 
Tourites,  or  sold  them  to  the  best  bidder.  The  means  he  could  either  punish  his  enemies,  or 
king  received  for  the  sale  of  one  heiress  the  augment  his  wealth,  as  his  avarice  or  his  re- 
sum  of  £^,000,  or  £.60,000  of  our  present  sentments  prevailed. 

money ;  and  this  at  a  period,  when  the  chief  The  greatest  part  of  the  cities  and  trading 

estat«<s  were  much  reduced.    And  from  hence  towns  were  under  his  particular  jurisdiction} 

was  derived  a  great  source  of  revenue,  if  and  indeed  in  a  state  not  &r  removed  from 

this  right  were  sold ;  of  influence  and  attach-  slavery.    On  these  he  laid  a  sort  of  imposition 

ment,  if  bestowed.  at  such  a  time,  and  in  sudi  a  proportion,  as  he 

Under  the  same  head  of  feudal  duties  were  thought  fit.    This  was  called  a  tallage.   If  tht 

tbe  casual  aids  to  knight  his  eldest  son,  and  towns  did  not  forthwith  pay  the  sum  at  which 

marry  hb   eldest  daughter.      These  duties  they  were  rated,  it  was  not  unusual,  for  their 

could  be  paid  but  once,  and,  though  not  con-  punishment,  to  douUe  the  exaction,   and  te 

siderabie,  eased  him  in  these  articles  of  ex-  proceed   in  levying  it   by  nearly  the  sanM 

penses.  methods,  and  in  the  same  manner  now  used  te 

After  the  feudal  duties,  rather  in  the  order  raise  a  contribution  in  an  enemy's  country, 

than  in  point  of  value,  was  the  profit  which  But  the  Jews  were  a  fund  almost  ines* 

arose  fit>m  the  sale  of  justice.    No  man  could  haustible.    They  were  slaves  to  the  king  m 

ihen  sue  in  the  king's  court  by  a  common  or  the  strictest  sense ;   insomuch  that,  besides 

public  right,  or  without  i>aying  largely  for  it ;  the  various  tallages  and  fines  extorted  Srom 

sometimes  the  third,  and  sometimes  even  half,  them,  none  succ^ded  to  the  inheritance  of  his 

the  value  of  the  estate  or  debt  sued  for.    These  father  without  the  king's  license,  and  a  heavy 

presents  were  called  oblations  ;  and  the  re-  composition.    He  sometimes  even  made  over 

cords  preceding  Magna  Charta,  and  for  some  a  wealthy  Jew  as  a  provision  to  some  of  his 

time   after,  are  fiill  of  them.    And,  as  the  favourites  for  life.    They  were  almost  tlie 

king  thought  fit,  this  must  have  added  greatly  only  persons  who  exercbed  usury,  and  UuM 

to  his  power  or  wealth,  or  indeed  to  both.  drew  to  themselves  the  odium  and  wealth  of 

The  fines  and  amercements  were  another  the  whole  kingdom ;   but  they  were  only  a 

branch;  and  this,  at  a  time  when  disorders  canal,  through  which  it  passed  to  the  royal 

abounded,   and   almost   every  disorder  was  treasury.  And  nothing  could  be  more  pleasing 

punished  by  a  fine,  was  a  much  greater  article  and  popular  than  such  exactions  ;  the  people 

than  at  first  could  readily  be  imagined ;  espe-  rejoiced  when  they  saw  the  Jews  plundered^ 

cially  when  we  consider  that  there  were  no  not   considering   that  they  were  a  sort  of 

limitations  in  this  point  but  the  king's  mercy,  agents  for  the  crown,  who,  in  proportion  to  the 

particularly   in   all  offences   relating  to  the  heavy  taxes  they  paid,  were  obliged  to  adk 

forest,  which  were  of  various  kinds,  and  very  vance  the  terms,  and   enforce  with  greater 

strictly  inquired  into.    The  sale  of  offices  was  severity  the  execution  of  their  usurious  eon^ 

not  less  considerable.    It   appears  that  all  tracts.    Through  them  almost  the  whole  body 

offices,  at  that  time,  were,  or  might  be,  legally  of  the  nobility  were  in  debt  to  the  king ;  and 

and  publicly  sold ;  that  the  king  had  many  when  he  thought  proper  to  confiscate  the  efibcts 

and  very  rich  employments  in  bis  gift,  and,  of  the  Jews,  the  securities  passed  ii^  hit 

Plough  it  may  appear  strange,  not  inferiour  to,  hands ;  and  by  this  means  he  nuist  baxre  pa»> 

if  they  did  not  exceed  in  number  and  ccmse-  sessed  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  terrible 

quence,  those  of  our  present  establishment,  instruments  of  authori^,  that  couU  poswMy 

Ac  one  time  the  great  seal  was  sold  for  3000  be  devised,  and  the  best  calculated  to  keq>  the 

marks.     The  office  df  sheriff  was  then  very  people  in  an  abject  and  slavish  dependraee. 

lucrative ;  this  charge  was  almost  always  sold.  The  hist  general  head  of  his  revenue  were 

Sometimes  a  county  paid  a  sum  to  the  king,  the  customs,  prisages,  and  other  impositions 

that  he  might  appoint  a  sheriff  whom  they  upon  trade.    Though  the  revenue  arising  from 

liked ;  sometimes  they  paid  as  largely  to  pre-  traffic,  in  this  rude  period,  was  much  limited 

vent  him  from  appointing  a  person  disagree-  by  the  then  smallness  of  its  object,  this  was 

able  to  them :  and  thus  the  king  had  ofleu,  compensated  by  the  weight  and  variety  of  the 

from  the  same  office,  a  double  profit  in  refus-  exactions  levied  by  an  occasional  exertion  of 

ing  one  candidate,  and  approving  the  other,  arbitrary  power,  or  the  more  uniform  system 

[f  some  offices  were  advantageous,  others  of  hereditary  tyranny.    Trade  was  rest|iuned» 
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or  the  pmilege  granted,  on  the  pft3rinon&  of  royal  revenues ;  the  wealth,  conaeqaenoe,  ud 
tolla,  paseagee,  paagee,  pontages,  and  inni>-  natural  connections  of  every  person  m  the 
nerable  other  vexatious  imposts,  <^  which  kingdom ;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  taxes  that 
only  the  barbarous  and  almost  unintelligible  might  be  imposed,  and,  to  serve  purpows  is 
names  subsist  at  this  day.  the  state  as  well  as  in  civil  causes,  to  be  ge- 
Theee  were  the  most  c(Nistant  and  regular  neral  and  uncontroulable  evidence  ci  pro- 
branches  of  the  revenue.  But  there  were  other  porty.  This  book  is  called  Domesday,  or 
ways  innumerable,  by  which  money,  or  an  the  Judgment  Book,  and  still  remains  a  grand 
equivalent  in  cattle,  poultry,  horses,  hawks^  and  monument  of  the  wisdom  of  the  oonqootiur ; 
dogs,  accrued  to  the  exchequer.  The  king's  a  work  in  all  respects  useful,  and  worthy  of 
interposition  in  marriages,  even  where  there  a  better  age. 

was  no  pretence  from  tenure,  was  frequently  The  conquerour  knew  very  weO  how  na^ 
bought ;   as  well  as  in  other  negotiations  of  discontent  must  have  arisen  from  the  grett 
less  nuHnent,  for  composing  of  quarrels,  and  revolutions  which  his  conquest  produced  in  all 
the   like  ;  and  indeed  some  appear  on  the  re-  men's  property,  and  in  the  general  tenure  of 
eords  of  80  strange  and  even  ludicrous  a  nar  the  government.  He,  therefore,  as  much  a8po»' 
lure,  that  it  would  not  be  excusable  to  mention  sible  to  guard  against  every  sudden  attempt,  f«^ 
them,  if  they  did  not  help  to  show  from  how  bade  any  light  or  fire  to  continue  in  any  bouse 
many  minute  sources  this  revenue  was  fed,  and  after  a  certain  bell,  called  curfew,  had  sounded.' 
bow  the  king's  power  descended  to  the  most  This  bell  rung  at  8Jx>ut  eight  in  the  evening, 
inconsiderable  actions  of  private  life.*    It  is  There  was  policy  in  this ;  and  it  served  to 
not  easy  to  penetrate  iato  the  true  meaning  of  prevent  the  numberless  disorders  which  arose 
all  these  particulars  ;  but  they  equally  suffice  from  the  late  civil  commoti(Mis.    For  the  same 
to  show  the  character  of  government  in  those  purpose  of  strengthening  his  authority,  he  in- 
times.     A  prince,  fumi^ed  with  so  many  troduced  the  Norman  law,  not  only  in  the  sob- 
means  of  distressing  enemies,  and  gratifying  stance,  but  in  all  its  forms ;  and  ordered  that  all 
friends,  and  possessed  of  so  ample  a  revenue  procecdbgs  should  be  had  according  to  that 
entirely  independent  of  the  affections  of  his  law  in  the  French  language.'*'      The  change 
■ubjects,  must  have  been  very  absolute  in  sub-  wrought  by  the  former  part  of  this  regulation 
stance  and  effect,  whatever  might  have  been  could  not  have  been  very  grievous ;  and  it 
the  external  forms  of  government.  was  partly  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
For  the  regulation  of  all  these  revenues,  and  establishment  of  the  new  tenures,  and  which 
tor  determining  all  questions  which  concerned  wanted  a  new  law  to  regulate  them.    In  other 
diem,  a  court  was  appointed  upon  the  model  of  a  respects,  the  Norman  instiUitions  were  not 
eourt  of  the  same  nature,  said  to  be  of  antient  .very  different  from  the  English.    But  to  (brce 
ase  in  Normandy,  and  called  the  exchequer,  against  nature  a.  new  language  upon  a  con- 
There  was  nothing  in  the  government  of  quered  people,  to  make  them  strangers  in  those 
William  conceived  in  a  greater  manner,  or  courts  <^  justice  in  which  they  were  still  to 
nore  to  be  Commended,  than  the  general  survey  retain  a  considerable  share,  to  be  reminded 
he  took  of  his  conquest.     An  inquisition  was  every  time  they  had  recourse  to   government 
made  throughout  the  kingdom,  concerning  the  £)r  protection  of  the   slavery   in    which  it 
quantity  of  land  which  was  contained  in  each  held  them,  this  is  one  of  those  acts  of  super- 
county,  the  name  of  the  deprived  and  the  pre-  fluous  tyranny,  from  which  very  few  conquering 
■ent  propHetor,  the  stock  of  slaves  and  cattle  nations  or  parties  have  forborne,  though  no 
of  every  kind  which  it  contained.    AU  these  way  necessary,  but  oflen  prejudicial  to  their 
were  registered  in  a  book,  each  article  begin-  safety.     These  severities,  and  affronts  more 
ning  with  the  king's  property,  and  proceeding  galling  than  severities,  drove  the  English  to 
downward,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  pro-  another  desperate  attempt,  which  was  the  last 
prietors,  in  an  excellent  order ;  by  which  might  convulsive   efibrt  of  their  expiring  freedom. 
be  known  at  one  glance  the  true  state  of  the  Several  nobles,  prelates,  and  others,  whose 

estates  had  been  confiscated,  or  who  were  in 

♦  The  bishop  of  Winchester  fined  for  not  daily  apprehension  of  their  confiscation,  fled 

debet  quinque  optimos  palafredos,  ut  rex  tace-  ^*~  s'"*  mamtamed  his  ground.  This  unad- 

ret  de  uxore  Henrici  Pinel.— The  wife  of  Hugh  vised  step  completed  the  ruin  of  the  little  Eog* 
.de  Nevil  fined  in  two  hundred  hens,  that  she 


might  he  with  her  husband  for  one  night ; — 
amother,  that  he  might  rise  from  his  infirmity  ; 
— « third,  that  he  might  eat 


*  For  some  particulars  of  the  condition  of  tli« 
English  of  this  thnt,  vide  £admer,  p.  J 10. 
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iih  interest  that  remained.  William  hastened  old  age  from  a  new  quarter,  from  whence  they 

to  fill  up  the  sees  of  the  bishops,  and  the  estates  w^e  less  expected  and  less  tolerable, — from 

of  the  nobles,  with  his  Nurman  favourites,  the  Normans,  his  companions  in  victory,  and 

He  pressed  the  fugitives  with  equal  vivacity ;  from   his  family,   which   he  found  not    less 

and,  at  once  to  cut  off  all  the  advantage  they  difficulty   in    governing    than    his   kingdom, 

derived  from  their  situation,  he  penetrated  into  Nothing  but  his  absence  from  England  was 

the  Isle  of  Ely  by  a  wooden  bridge  two  miles  wanting  to  make  the  flame  blaze  out.     The 

in  length  ;  and  by  the  greatness  of  the  design  numberless  petty  pretensions  which  the  petty 

mnd  rapidity  of  the  execution,  as  mudi  as  by  lords,  his  neighbours  on  the  continent,  had  oa 

the  vigour  of  his  charge,  compelled  them  to  each  other,  and  on  William,  together  with 

surrender   at  discretion.      Here  ward   alone  their  restless  disposition,  and  the  intrigues  of 

escaped,  who  disdained  to  surrender,  and  had  the  French  court,  kept  alive  a  constant  di»> 

cut  his  way  through  his  enemies,  carrying  his  sension,  which  made  the  king^s  presence  on 

virtue  and  his  sword  as  his  passports  where-  the    continent   frequently    necessary.      The 

soever  fortune  should  conduct  him.  He  escap-  duke  of  Anjou  had  at  this  time  actually  in- 

ed  happily  into  Scotland,  where,  as  usual,  the  vaded  his  dominions ;  he  was  obliged  to  pass 

king  was  making  some  slow  movements  for  over  into  Normandy  with  an  army  of  fifly 

the  relief  of  the  English.    William  lost  no  thousand  men.    William,  who  had  conquered 

time  to  oppose  him,  and  had  passed,  with  in*  England  by  the  assistance  of  the  princes  on 

finite  difficulty,  through  a  desert  of  his  own  the  continent,  now  turned  against  them  the 

making,  to  the  fi-ontiers  of  Scotland.      Here  arms  of  the  English,  who  served  him  with 

he  found  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched.  The  bravery  and  fidelity ;  and  by  their  means  he 

causes  ofthe  war  being  in  a  good  measure  spent  soon  silenced  all  opposition,  and  concluded 

by  William's  late  successes,  and  neither  ofthe  the  terms  of  an  advantageous  peace.    In  the 

princes  choosing  to  risk  a  battle  in  a  country  mean  time  his  Norman  subjects  in  England, 

where  the  consequences  of  a  defeat  must  be  inconstant,  warlike,   independent,  fierce  by 

80  dreadful,  they  agreed  to  an  accommodation,  nature,  fiercer  by  their  conquest,  could  scarcely 

which  included  a  pardon  for  Edgar  Atheling,  brook  that  subordination  in  which  their  safety 

on  a  renunciation  of  his  title  to  the  crown.  consisted.      Upon  some  frivolous  pretences, 

William  on  this  occasion  shewed,  as  he  did  chiefly  personal*-  disgusts,  a  most  dangerous 

on  all  occasions,  an  honourable  and  disinte-  conspiracy  was  formed ;   the  principal  men 

rested  sense  of  merit,  by  receiving  Hereward  among  the  Normans  were  engaged  in  it,  and 

to  his  fi'iendship,  and  distinguishing  him  by  foreign    correspondence    was   not    wanting, 

particular  favours  and  bounties.    Malcolm,  by  Though  this  conspiracy  was  chiefly  formed 

his  whole  conduct,  never  seemed  intent  upon  and  carried  on  by  the  Normans,  they  knew  so 

coming  to  extremities  with  William ;  he  was  well  the  use  which  William,  on  this  occasion} 

satisfieid  with  keeping  this  great  warriour  in  would  not  fail  to  make  of  his  English  subjects, 

some  awe,  without  bringing  things  to  a  de-  that  they  endeavoured,  as  far  as  was  consis- 

cision,  that  might   involve  his  kingdom  in  tent  with  secrecy,  to  engage  several  of  that 

the  same  calamitous  fate  that  had  oppressed  nation,  and  above  all,  the  Earl  Waltheof,  as 

England ;  whilst  his  wisdom  enabled  him  to  the  first  in  rank  and  reputation  among  his 

reap  advantages  from  the  fortunes  of  the  con-  countrjrmen.    Wallheof,  thinking  it  base  to 

quered,  in  drawing  so  many  useful  people  into  engage  in  any  cause  but  that  of  his  country, 

bis  dominions ;  and  from  the  policy  ofthe  c(m-  against  his    benefactor,  unveils   the    whole 

querour  in  imitating  those  feudal  regulations  design  to  Lanfranc,  who  immediately  todc 

which  he  saw  his  neighbour  force  upon  the  measures  for  securing  the  chief  conspiratcNrs. 

English,  and  which  appeared  so  weU  calcu-  He  despatched  messengers  to  inform  the  king 

lated  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.    He  of  his  danger,  who  returned  without  delay  at 

compassed  this  the  more  easily,  because  the  the  head  of  his  forces ;  and  by  his  presence, 

feudal  policy,  being  the  discipline  of  all  the  and  his  usual  bold  activity,  dispersed  at  once 

considerable  states  in  Europe,  appeared  the  the  vapours  of  this  conspiracy.    The  heads 

masterpiece  of  government.  were  punished.      The  rest,   lefl  under  the 

If  men,  who   have   engaged  in  vast  de-  shade  of  a  dubious  mercy,  were  awed  into 

signs,  could  ever  promise  themselves  repose,  obedience.    His  glory  was  however  sullied  by 

William,  afler  so  many  victories,  and  so  many  his  putting  to  death  Waltheof,  who  had  disco- 
political  regulations  to  secure  the  fruit  of  them,         ^  ^^^^.^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ,^  „„. 

might  now  flatter  himself  with  some  hope  of  yj^ge.    Wnght  thinks  the  feudal  right  of  mar- 

quiet ;  but  disturbances  were  preparing  for  his  riage  not  then  introduced. 
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Tered  the  oooipiracy ;   bat  he  thought  die  of  tean,  wad  embracing  his  fiuher, 

desire  the  rebels  had  thovm  of  engaging  him  him  for  pardon.     The  tide  of  nature  retuniiiig 

hi  their    designs,  demonstrated   sufficiently,  strongly  on  both,  the  father  in  his  torn  ea- 

that    Waltheof    still    retained    a  dangerous  braced  his  son,  and  bathed  him  with  his  tears; 

power.   For  as  the  years,  so  the  suspicions  of  whilst  die  combatants  on  either  side,  as(o> 

this  politic  prince,  increased ;  at  whose  time  nished  at  so  unusual  a  spectacle,  suspended  tl» 

of  life  generosity  begins  to  af^ar  no  more  fight,  applauded  this  striking  act  of  filial  pie^ 

than  a  splendid  weakness.  and  paternal  tenderness,  and  pressed  tint  it 

These  troubles  were  hardly  appeased  when  might  become  the  prelude  to  a  lasting  peace, 

others  began  to  break  forth  in  his  own  family,  Peace  was  made ;  but  entirely  to  the  advan- 

which  neither  his  glory,  nor  the  terrour  which  tage  of  the  father,  who  carried  his  son  into 

held  a  great  nation  in  chains,  could  preserre  England,  1o  secure  Normandy  firom  the  dan- 

in  obedience  to  him.     To  remove,  in  some  gers  to  which  his  ambition  and  popularity 

measure,  the  jealousy  of  the  court  of  France^  might  exfiose  that  dukedom, 
with  regard  to  his  invasion  o£  England,  he         That  William  might  have  peace  upon  oo 

had  promised,  upon   his  acqusiticm  of  that  part,  the  Welsh  and  Scots  took  advantage  of 

kingdom,  to  invest  his  eldest  son  Robert  with  these  troubles  in  his  family  to  break  into  Eng- 

the  dutchy  of  Normandy.    But,  as  his  new  land ;  but  their  expeditions  were  rather  kdcup- 

acquisition  did  not  seem  so  secure  as  it  was  sions  than  invasions ;  they  wasted  the  country, 

great  aiul  magnificent,  he  was  far  from  any  and  then  retired  to  secure  their  plunder.    But 

thou^^ts  of  resigning  his  hereditary  dominions,  William,  always  troubled,  always  m  action,  and 

which  he  justly  considered  as  a  great  instru-  always  victorious,  pursued  them,  and  compelled 

ment  in  maintaining  his  conquests,  and  a  them  to  a  peace  ;  which  was  not  conduded  but 

necessary  retreat  if  he  should   be  deprived  by  compelling  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  all  the 

of  them  by  the  fortune  of  war.    So  long  as  princes  of  Wales,  to  do  him  homage.  How  6a 

the  state  of  his  affairs  in  England  appeared  this  homage  extended  with  regard  to  SootlaBd, 

unsettled,  Robert  acquiesced  in  the  reason*  1  find  it  difficult  to  determine, 
ableness  of  this  conduct ;  but  when  he  saw        Robert,  who  had  no  pleasure  but  in  action, 

his  &ther  established  on  his  throne,  and  found  as  soon  as  this  war  was  concluded,  finding  that 

himself  growing  old  in  an  inglorious  subjec-  he  could  not  regain  his  Other's  confidence, 

tion,  he  began  first  to  murmur  at  the  injustice  and  that  he  had  no  credit  at  the  court  of 

of  the  king,  soon  after  to  cabal  with  the  Noiw  England,  retired   to  that  of  France.    Edgar 

man  barons,  and  at  the  court  of  France,  and  Atheling  saw  likewise,  that  the  innocence  of  his 

at  last  openly  rose  in  rebellion,  and  compelled  conduct  could  not  make  amends  for  the  guik 

the  vassals  of  the  dutchy  to  do  him  homage,  of  an  undoubted  title  to  the  crown ;  and  that 

The  king  was  not  inclined  to  give  up  to  force  the  conquerour,  soured  by  continual  opposi- 

wbat  he  had  refused  to  reason.       Unbroken  tion,  and  suspicious  through  nge  and  the  ez- 

with  age,  unwearied  with  so  many  expeditions,  perience  of  mankind,  regarded  him  with  an 

he  passed  again  into  Normandy,  and  pressed  evil  eye.    He  therefore  desired  leave  to  ao* 

his  son  with  the  vigour  of  a  young  warriour.  company  Robert  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  then 

This  war,  which   was  carried  on  without  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land :  this  leave 

any  thing  decisive  for  some  time,  ended  by  a  was  readily  granted.    Edgar,  having  displayed 

very  extraordinary  and  affecting  incident.    In  great  valour  in  useless  acts  c^  chivalry  abroad, 

one  of  those  skirmishes,  which  were  frequent  after  the  conquerour's  death  returned  to  Em^ 

according  to  the  irregular  mode  of  warfare  in  land,  where  he  long  lived  in  great  tranquilp 

those  days,  William  and  his  son  Robert,  alike  lity,  happy  in  himsdf,  beloved  by  all  the  people, 

in  a  forward  and  adventurous  courage,  plunged  and  unfcared  by  those  who  held  his  sceptre, 

into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  unknowingly  from  his  mild  and  inactive  virtue, 
encountered  each  other.    But  Robert,  supe-         William  had  been  so  much  a  stranger  to 

riour  by  fortune,  or  by  the  vigour  of  his  youth,  repose,  tliat  it  became  no  longer  an  object 

wounded  and  unhorsed  the  old  monarch  ;  and  desirable  to  him.    He  revived  his  claim  to  the 

was  just  on  the  point  of  pursuing  his  unhappy  Vexin  Francois,  and  some  other  territories  oo 

advantage  to  the  fatal  extremity,  when  the  the  confines  of  Ncurmandy.     This  quarrel, 

well-known  voice  of  his  father  at  once  struck  which  began  between  him  and  the  king  of 

his  ears  and  suspended  his  arm.     Blushing  France  on  political  motives,  was  increased 

for  his  victory,  and  overwhelmed  with  the  into  rancour  and  bitterness,  first  by  a  boyish 

united  emotions  of  grief,  shame,  and  returning  contest  at  chess  between  their  chikiren,  which 

piety,  he  fell  on  his  knees,  poured  out  a  flood  was  resented  more  than  became  wise  men,  by 
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^  fiitbers;  it  was  further  exasperated  by  were  the  vices  of  a  great  mind:  ambition, 

tMiots  and  mockeries  yet  less  becoming  their  the  malady  of  every  extensive  genius ;  and 

age  and  dignity,  but  which  infused  a  mortal  avarice,  the  madness  of  the  wise :  one  chiefly 

venom  into  the  war.     William  entered  first  actuated  his  youth,  the  other  governed  his  age. 

into  the  French  territ(»'ies,  wantonly  wasting  The  vices  of  young  and  light  minds,  the  joys 

the  cmmtry,  and  setting  fire  to  the  towns  and  of  wine,  and  the  pleasures   of  love,   never 

villages.      He  entered  Mantes,  and  as  usual  reached  his  aspiring  nature.     The  general 

aet  it  on  fire ;  but,  whilst  he  urged  his  horse  run  of  men  he  looked  on  with  contempt,  and 

over  the  smoaking  ruins,  and  pressed  forward  treated  with  cruelty  when  tliey  opposed  him. 

to  further  havoc,  the  beast,  impatient  of  the  Nor  was  the  rigour  of  his  mind  to  be  softened 

hot  embers  which  burned  his  hoofs,  plunged,  but  with  the  appearance  of  extraordinary  for- 

and  threw  his  rider  violently  on  the  saddle  titude  in  hi?  enemies,  which,  by  a  sympathy 

bow.    The  rim  of  his  belly  was  wounded ;  congenial  to  his  own  virtues,  always  excited 

and  this  wound,  as  William  was  corpulent  and  his  admiration  and  ensured  his  mercy.    So 

in  the  decline  of  life,  proved  fatal.    A  rupture  that  there  were  often  seen  in  this  one  man,  at 

ensued,  and  he  died  at  Rouen,  after  shewing  the   same   time,  the  extremes  of  a  savage 

a  desire  of  making  amends  for  his  cruelty  by  cruelty,  and  a  generosity  that  does  honour  to 

restitutions  to  the  towns  he  had  destroyed,  by  human  nature.    Religion  too  seemed  to  have 

alms  and  endowments,  the  usual  fhiits  of  a  late  a  great  influence  on  his  mind,  from  policy,  or 

penitence,  and  the  acknowledgments  which  from  better  motives ;  but  his  religicm  was  dis* 

expiring  ambition  pays  to  virtue.                    *  played  in  the  regularity  with  which  he  per- 

There  is  nothing  more  memorable  in  histwy  formed  its  duties  ;  not  in  the  submission  he 

than  the  actions,  fwtunes,  and  character  of  showed  to  its  ministers,  which  was  never 

this  great  man ;  whether  we  consider  the  gran«  more  than  what  good  government  required, 

deur  of  the  plans  he  formed,  the  courage  and  Yet  his  choice  of  a  counsellor  and  favourite 

wisdom  with  which  they  were  executed,  or  the  was,  not  according  to  the  mode  of  the  time,  out 

splendour  of  that  success,  which,  adorning  his  of  that  order,  and  a  choice  that  does  honour  to 

youth,  continued  without  the  smallest  reverse  his  memory.    This  was  Lanfranc,  a  man  of 

to  support  his  age,  even  to  the  last  moments  of  great  learning  for  the  times,  and  extraordinary 

his  life.    He  lived  above  seventy  years,  and  piety.      He  owed  his  elevation  to  William; 

reigned  within  ten  years  as  long  as  he  lived ;  but,  though  always  inviolably  faithful,  he  never 

sixty  over  his  dukedom,  above  twenty  over  was  the  tool  or  flatterer  of  the  power  which 

England :  both  of  with  he  acquired  or  kept  raised  him  ;  and  the  greater  freedom  he  shew* 

by  his  own  magnanimity,  with  hardly  any  ed,  the  higher  he  rose  in  the  confidence  of  his 

other  title  than  he  derived  from  his  arms :  so  master.     By  mixing  with   the  concerns  of 

that  he  might  be  reputed,  in  all  respects,  as  state,  he  did  not  lose  his  religion  and  coi^ 

happy  as  the  highest  ambiticm,  the  most  fully  science,  or  make  them  the  covers  or  instru- 

gratified,  can  niake  a  man.     The  silent  in-  ments  of  ambition ;  but,  tempering  the  fierce 

ward  satisfacti<»is  of  domestic  happiness  he  policy  of  a  new  power  by  the  mild  lights  of 

neither  had  nor  sought.  He  had  a  body  suited  religion,  he  became  a  blessing  to  the  country 

to  the  character  of  his  mind,  erect,  firm,  large,  in   which  he  was  promoted.    The  English 

and  active ;  whilst  to  be  active  was  a  praise ;  owed  to  the  virtue  of  this  stranger,  and  the 

a  countenance  stem,  and  which  became  con>-  influence  he  had  on  the  king,  the  little  remaioa 

uand.    Magnificent  in  his  living,  reserved  in  of  liberty  they  continued  to  enyjf ;  and  at  last 

his  conversation,  grave  in  his  common  deport-  such  a  degree  of  his  confidence,  as  in  some 

ment,  but  relaxing  with  a  wise  facetiousness,  sort  counterbalanced   the   severities  of  tha 

he  knew  how  to  relieve  his  mind  and  preserve  former  part  of  his  reign. 
bis  dignity  ;  for  he  never  forfeited  by  a  per- 

Bonal  acquaintance  that  esteem  he  had  acquir-  ^_^«. 
od  by  his  great  actions.    Unlearned  in  books, 

be  formed  his  understanding  by  the  rigid  dis-  CHAPTER  III. 
cipline  of  a  large  and  complicated  experience. 

He  knew  men  much,  and  therefore  generally  axioir  or  william  the  sxcond,  stnu 

trusted  them  but  little ;  but  when  he  knew  any  named  bufus. 
Dian  to  be  good,  he  reposed  in  him  an  entire 

confidence,  which  prevented  his  prudence  from  William  had ,  by  his  queen  Matilda,  three 

degenerating  into  a  vice.    He  had  vices  in  sons,  who  survived  him,  Robert,  WilUam, 

bis  eoopositioB,  and  great  ones ;  but  thegr  and  Hnuy.    Robert,  though  in  an  advancad 
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age  at  his  father's  death,  was  even  then  more  teem,    whose   memory    all    men   respected, 

remarkable  for  those  virtues  which  make  us  and  from  his  own  great  and  exceflent  qnli* 

entertain  hopes  of  a  young  man,  tlian  for  that  ties.    By  the  advice  of  this  prelate  the  new 

steady  prudence,  which  is  necessary  when  the  monarch  professed   to  be  entirely  governed, 

short  career  we  are  to  run  will  not  allow  us  And,  as  an  earnest  of  his  future  reign,  iw 

to  make  many  mistakes.    He  had  indeed  a  renounced  all  the  rigid  maxims  of  conquest, 

temper  suitable  to  the  genius  of  the  time  he  and  swore  to  protect  the  church  and  the  peo* 

lived  in,  and  which  therefore  enabled  him  to  pie,  and  to  govern  by  St.  Edward's  lawi; 

make  a  considerable  figure  in  the  transactions  a  promise  extremely  grateful  and  popular  to  all 

which  distinguiBhed  that  period.    He  was  of  parties:  for  the  Normans,  finding  the  Ea^isfa 

a  sincere,  open,  candid  nature;  passionately  passionately  desirous  of  these  laws,  andoo^ 

Ibnd  of  glory;  ambitious  without  having  any  knowing  that  they  were  in  general  fiivouraUo 

determinate  object  in  view  ;  vehement  in  his  to  liberty,  and  conducive  to  peace  and  order, 

pursuits,  but  inconstant :  much  in  war,  which  became  equally  clamorous  for  their  re-esta- 

he  understood  and  loved.    But  guiding  him-  blishment. 

■elf  both  in  war  and  peace  solely  by  the  iro-         By  these  measures,  and  the  weakness  of 

pulses  of  an  unbounded  and  irregular  spirit,  those  which  were  adopted  by  Robert,  William 

he  filled  the  world  with  an  equal  admiration  established  himself  (m  his  throne,  and  Mip* 

and  pity  of  his  splendid  qualities  and  great  pressed  a  dangerous  conspiracy,  ibrmed  by 

misfortunes.  some  Norman  noblemen  in  the  interrats  of  his 

William  was  of  a  character  very  different,  brother ;  althou^  it  was  fomented  by  aD  the 

His  views  were  short,  his  designs  few,  his  art  and  intrigue  which  his  uncle  Odo  could 

genius  narrow,  and  his  manners  brutal ;  fiill  put  in  practice,  the  most  bold  and  politic  man 

of  crafi,  rapacious,  without  faith,  without  re-  of  that  age. 

ligion ;  but  circumspect,  steady  and  courageous        The  securi^  be  began  to  enjoy  from  thii 
for  his  ends,  not  for  glory.    These  qudities  success,  and  the  strength  which  goveraraent 
secured  to  him  that  fortune  which  the  virtues  receives  by  merely  continuing,  gave  room  to 
of  Robert  deserved.  Of  Henry  we  shall  speak  his  natural  dispositions  to  break  out  in  several 
hereafler.    We  have  seen  the  quarrels,  to-  acts  of  tyranny  and  injustice.      The  forest 
gether  with  the  causes  of  them,  which  em-  laws  were  executed  with  rigour,  the  oU  im- 
broiled  the  conquerour  with  his  ekievt  son  positions  revived,  and  new  laid  on.    Lanfranc 
Robert.     Although  the  wound  was  skinned  made  representations  to  the  king  oa  this  coo- 
over  by  several  temporary  and  palliative  ao-  duct,  but  they  produced  no  other  efl^  than 
commodations,  it  still  left  a  soreness  in  the  the  abatement  of  his  credit,  which,  firom  that 
&ther*s  mind,  which  influenced  him,  by  his  moment  to  his  death,  whidi  happened  soon 
last  will,  to  cut  off  Robert  from  the  inheritance  after,  was  very  little  in  the  government.    The 
of  his  English  dominions.  Those,  he  declared,  revenue  of  the  vacant  see  was  seized  into  the 
he  derived  from  his  sword,  and  therefore  he  king's  hands.    When  the  church  lands  were 
woukl  dispose  of  them  to  that  son,  whose  dii-  made  subject  to  military  service,  they  se«ned 
tiful  behaviour  had  made  him  the  roost  worthy,  to  partake  all  the  qualities  of  the  military 
To  William,  therefore,  he  left  his  crown ;  to  tenure,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  same  burthens; 
Henry,  he  devised  his  treasures ;  Robert  poe-  and  as  on  the  death  of  a  military  vassal  his 
sessed  nothing  but  the  dutchy,  which  was  his  land  was  in  wardship  of  the  lord  until  the  heir 
birthright.     William  had  some  advantages  to  had  attained  his  age,  so  there  arose  a  pretence 
enforce  the  execution  of  a  bequest,  which  on  the  vacancy  o£  a  bishopric,  to  suppose  the 
was  not  included  even  in  any  of  the  modes  of  land  in  ward  with  tlie  king,  until  the  sett 
succession  which  then  were  admitted.    He  shoukl  be  filled.    This  principle,  once  estar 
was  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  in  Eng-  blished,  opened  a  large  fiekl  for  various  lucrt- 
land,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  seizing   the  tive  abuses  ;  nor  could  it  be  supposed,  vhik 
vacant  government,  a  thing  of  great  moment  the  vacancy  turned  to  such  good  acccNmt,  that 
in  all  disputed  rights.    He  had  also,  by  his  a  necessitous  or  avaricious  king  wodd  Aew 
presence,  an  opportunity  of  engaging  some  of  any  extracHtlinary  haste  to  put  the  bishoprics 
the  most  considerable  heading  men  in  his  in-  and  id>bacies  out  of  his  power.    In  effect, 
terests ;  but  his  greatest  strength  was  derived  William  always  kept  them  a  long  time  vacant, 
firom  the  adherence  to  his  cause  of  Lanfranc,  and  in  the  vacancy  granted  away  math  of 
a  prelate  of  the  greatest  authority  among  the  their  possessions,  particularly  several  roancrs 
English  as  well  as  the  Normans,  both  from  belonging  to  the  see  of  Canterbury ;  and  when 
the  place  he  bad  hekl  in  the  conquerour'i  e«-  he  filhMl  this  see,  it  was  only  to  pnstitats 
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dMt  dignity  by  disposmg  of  it  to  the  highest  full  of  revenge  and  war.    But  he  found  that 

bidder.  the  artifices  and  bribes  of  the  king  of  England 

To  support  him  in  these  courses,  he  chose  had  corrupted  the  greatest  part  uf  his  barons, 
fcr  his  minister  Ralf  Flambard,  a  fit  instru-  and  filled  the  country  with  faction  and  dis- 
ment  in  his  designs,  and  possessed  of  such  art  loyalty.  His  own  facility  of  temper  had  re- 
and  eloquence  as  to  colour  them  in  a  specious  laxed  all  the  bands  of  government,  and  contri- 
manner.  This  man  inflamed  all  the  king's  buted  greatly  to  these  disorders.  In  this 
paasions,  and  encouraged  him  in  his  unjust  distress,  he  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
enterprizM.  It  is  hard  to  say  which  was  the  king  of  France  for  succour.  Philip,  who 
most  unpopular,  the  king  or  his  minister,  was  then  on  the  throne,  entered  into  his  quar- 
Bat  Flambard  having  escaped  a  conspiracy  rel.  Nor  was  William  on  his  side  backward ; 
against  his  life,  and  having  punished  the  though  prodigal  to  the  highest  degree,  the 
conspirators  severely,  struck  such  a  general  resources  of  his  tyranny  and  extortion  were 
terrour  into  the  nation,  that  none  dared  to  op-  inexhaustible.  He  was  enabled  to  enter  Nor- 
pose  him.  Robert's  title  alone  stood  in  the  mandy  once  more,  with  a  considerable  army, 
king's  way,  and  he  knew  that  this  must  be  a  But  the  opposition  too  was  considerable ;  and 
perpetual  source  of  disturbance  to  him.  He  the  war  had  probably  been  spun  out  to  a  great 
resolved,  therefor^e,  to  put  him  in  peril  for  his  length,  and  had  drawn  on  very  bloody  con- 
own  dominions.  He  collected  a  large  army,  sequences,  if  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
and  entering  into  Normandy,  he  began  a  war,  events  which  are  contained  in  the  history  of 
at  first  with  great  success,  on  account  of  a  mankind,  had  not  suspended  their  arms,  and 
diflference  between  the  duke  and  his  brother  drawn  all  inferiour  views,  sentiments,  and 
Henry ;  but  their  common  dread  of  William  designs,  into  the  vortex  of  <me  grand  project, 
reconciled  them :  and  this  reconciliation  put  This  was  the  Crusade,  which,  with  asto- 
them  in  a  condition  of  procuring  an  equal  nishing  success,  now  began  to  be  preached 
peace  ;  the  chief  conditions  of  which  were,  through  all  Europe.  This  design  was  then, 
that  Robert  should  be  put  in  possession  of  and  it  continued  longaAer,  the  principle  which 
certain  seigniories  in  England,  and  that  each,  influenced  the  transactions  of  that  period, 
incase  ofsurvival,  should  succe^  to  the  other's  both  at  home  and  abroad;  it  will,  therefwe, 
dominions.  William  concluded  this  peace  not  be  foreign  to  our  subject  to  trace  it  to  its 
Ike  more  readily,  because  Malcolm,  king  of  source. 

Scotland,  who  hung  over  him,  was  ready,  upon  As  the  power  of  the  papacy  spread,  the  see 
every  advantage,  to  invade  his  territories,  of  Rome  began  to  be  more  and  more  an  object 
and  had  now  actually  entered  England  with  of  ambition ;  the  most  refined  intrigues  were 
a  powerfur  army.  Robert,  who  courted  put  in  practice  to  attain  it ;  and  all  the  princes 
action  without  regarding  what  interest  mi^t  of  Europe  interested  themselves  in  the  contest. 
have  dictated,  immediately  on  concluding  the  The  election  of  pope  was  not  regulated  by 
treaty  entered  into  his  brother's  service  in  those  prudent  dispositions  which  have  since 
this  war  against  the  Scots ;  which,  on  the  taken  place ;  there  were  frequent  pretences  to 
king's  return,  being  in  appearance  laid  asleep  controvert  the  validity  of  the  election,  and  of 
by  an  accommodation,  broke  out  with  re-  course,  several  persons  at  the  same  time  laid 
doubled  fury  the  following  year.  The  king  of  claim  to  that  dignity.  Popes  and  anti-popes 
Scotland,  provoked  to  this  rupture  by  the  arose.  Europe  was  rent  asunder  by  these 
haughtiness  of  William,  was  circumvented  by  disputes,  whilst  some  princes  maintained  the 
the  artifice  and  fraud  of  one  of  his  ministers :  rights  of  one  party,  and  some  defended  the 
under  an  appearance  of  negotiation  he  was  pretensions  of  the  other ;  sometimes  the  prince 
attadced  and  killed,  together  with  his  only  acknowledged  one  pope,  whilst  his  subjects 
•on.  This  was  a  grievous  wound  to  Scotland  adhered  to  his  rival.  The  scandals  occasion- 
in  the  loss  of  one  of  the  wisest  and  bravest  ed  by  these  schisms  were  infinite ;  and  they 
of  her  kings  ;  and  in  the  domestic  distractions  threatened  a  deadly  wound  to  that  authority 
which  afterwards  tore  that  kingdom  to  pieces,  whose  greatness  had  occasioned  them.  Princes 

No    sooner    was   this   war   ended,   than  were  taught  to  know  their  own  power.     That 

William,  freed  from    an   enemy  which  had  pope,  who  this  day  was  a  suppliant   to  a 

given  himself  and  his  father  so  many  alarms,  monarch  to  be  recognized  by  him,  could,  with 

renewed  his  ill  treatment  alt  his  brother,  and  an  ill  grace,  pretend  to  govern  him  with  an 

refused  to  abide  by   the  terms  of  the  late  high  hand  the  next.    The  lustre  of  the  holy 

treaty.    Robert,  incensed  at  these  repeated  see  began  to  be  tarnished;  when  Urban  the 

perfidies,  returned  to  Normandy,  with  thoughts  Second,  after  a  k>ng  contest  of  this  nature, 
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was  oniTersally  acknowledged.    That  pope,  to  delage  Asia.    These  vast  bodies,  eoDected 
sensible,  by  his  own  experience,  of  the  ill  con-  without  choice,  were  conducted  without  ddll 
sequence  of  such  disputes,  sought  to  turn  the  or  order;   and  they  succeeded  accordingly, 
minds  of  the  people  into  another  channel ;  and.  Women  and    children    composed  no   smil] 
by  exerting  it  vigorously,  to  give  a  new  strength  part  of  those  armies,  which  were  headed  by 
to  the  papal  puwer.    In  an  age  so  ignorant,  priests ;  and  it  is  hard  to  say  which  is  BKMit 
it  was   very  natural  that  men  should  think  lamentable,  the    destruction  of  sudi  raaki- 
a  great  deal  in  religion  depended  upon  the  tudes  of  men,  or  the  frenzy  which  drew  it  upon 
very  scene  where  the  work  of  our  redemption  them.      But  this  design,  after    innumerable 
was  accomplished.  Pilgrimages  to  Jerusalem  calamities,  began  at  last  to  be  conducted  is  a 
were    therefore   judged    highly  meritorious,  manner  worthy  of  so  grand  and  bold  a  project, 
and  oecame  very  frequent.     But  the  country  Kaimond,   count  of  Tholouse,    Godfrey  of 
which  was  the  object  of  them,  as  well  as  s&-  Boul(^;ne,   and  several    other  princes,  who 
▼eral  of  those  through  which  the  journey  lay,  were  great  captains  as  well  as  devotees,  en- 
were  in  the  hands  of  Mahometans ;   who,  gaged  in  the   expediti<Mi,  and  with  suitable 
against  all  the  niles  of  humanity  and  good  efiects.     But  none  burned  more  to  signalize 
policy,  treated  the  Christian  pilgrims  with  his  zeal  and  courage  on  this  occasion,  than 
great  indignity.     These,  on  their  return,  filled  Robert  duke  of  Normandy,  who   was  fred 
the  minds  of  their  neighbours  with  hatred  and  with  the  thoughts  of  an  enterprize,  whidi 
resentment  against  those  infidels.  Pope  Urban  seemed  to  be  made  for  his  genius.    He  iift* 
laid  hold  on  this  disposition,  and  encouraged  mediately  suspended  his  interesting  quarrel 
Peter  the  Hermit,  a  man  visionary,  zealous,  with  his  brother,  and  instead  of  contesting 
enthusiastic,  and  possessed  of  a  warm  irre-  with  him  the  crown,  to  which  he  had  such 
gular  eloquence,  ad^>ted  to  the  pitch  of  his  &ir  pretmsions,  or  the  dutcby,  of  which  h« 
hearers,  to  preach  an  expedition  for  the  deli-  was  in  possession,  he  proposed  to  mortgage 
rery  of  the  holy  land.  to  him  the  latter  during  five  years,  for  a  ima 
Great   designs  may  be  started,  and   the  of  13,000  marks  of  gold.    William,  who  had 
spirit   of  them  inspired  by  enthusiasts,  but  neither  sense  of  religion,  nor  thirst  of  glory, 
cool  heads  are  required  to  bring  them  into  intrendied  in  his  secure  and  narrow  poUcy, 
form.    The  pope,  not  relying  solely  on  Peter,  laughed  at  a  design  that  had  deceived  all  the 
called  a  council  at  Clermont,  where  an  infinite  great  minds  in  Eorope.       He  extorted,  as 
number  of  people  of  all  sorts  were  assembled,  usual,  this  sum  from  his  subjects ;  and  im- 
here  he  dispensed,  with  a  full  hand,  benedio-  mediately   took   po8sessi<m   of  Normandy ; 
tions  and  indulgences  to  all  persons  who  shouki  whilst  R(^rt,  at  the  head  of  a  gallant  amy, 
engage  in  the  expedition ;  and  preaching  with  leaving  his  hereditary  dominions,  is  gone  to 
great  vehemence  in  a  large  plain,  towards  the  cut  out  unknown  kingdoms  in  Asia, 
end  of  his  discourse,  somebody,  by  design  or  Some  conspiracies  disturbed  the  course  of 
by  accident,  cried  out,  "It  is  the  will  of  G^od!"  the  reign,  or  rather  tyranny  of  this  prince; 
this  voice  was  repeated  by  the  next,  and  in  a  as  plots  usually  do,  they  ended  in  tlie  ruin  of 
moment  it  circulated  through  this  innumerable  those  who  contrived  them,  but  proved  no  check 
people,  which  rung  with  the  acclamation  of  to  the  ill  government  of  William.    Some  di^ 
**  It  is  the  will  of  God !  it  is  the  will  of  Gk)d!"  turbances  too  he  had  from  the  imanrsions  of 
The  neighbouring  villages  caught  up  those  the  Welsh  ;  firom  revolts  in  Normandy,  aad 
oracular  words,  and  it  is  incredible  with  what  fi'*om  a  war  that  began  and  ended  without  any 
celerity  they  spread  every  where  around  into  thing  menK)rable  either  in  the  cause  or  coo- 
places  the  most  distant.    This  circumstance,  sequence,  with  France, 
then  considered  as  miraculous,  contributed  Hehad  adispute  at  home,whidi  atanodMr 
greatly  to  the  success  of  the  Hermit's  mission,  time  had  raiseid  great  disturbances  ;  but  no- 
No  less  did  the  disposition  of  the  nobility  thing  was  now  considered  but  the  expedition 
throughout  Europe,  wholly  actuated  with  de-  to  tlM  holy  land.  AfVer  the  death  of  Lanfiane, 
votion  and  chivalry,  contribute  to  forward  an  William  omitted  for  a  long  time  to  fill  up  tkil 
enterprize  so  suited  to  the  gratification  of  both  see,  and  had  even  alienated  a  considerable 
these  passions.     Every   thing  was  now  in  portion  of  the  revenue  ;  a  fit  of  sickness,  how- 
motion  ;  both  sexes,  and  every  station,  and  ever,  softened  his  mind,  and  the  clergy,  tidnng 
age,  and  condition  of  life,  engaged,  with  tran-  advantage  of  those  happy  moments,  aaKiBg 
sport,  in  this  holy  warfare.    There  was  even  other  parts  of  misgovemment  which  they  a* 
a  danger  that  Europe  would  be  entirely  ex-  vised  him  to  correct,  particularly  urged  htm 
bausted  by  the  torrents  that  were  rushing  oat  to  fiUthe  vaeant  mm.    He  fflled  that  of  Gaa- 
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tMrbury  with  Anselnii  bishop  of  Beck,  a  man 
of  great  piety  and  learning,  but  inflexible  and 
rigid  in  whatever  related  to  the  rights,  real  or 
supposed,  of  the  church.  This  prelate  refused 
to  accept  the  see  of  Canterbury,  foreseeing  the 
troubles  that  roust  arise  from  his  own  disposi- 
tions and  those  of  the  king ;  nor  was  he  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  it  but  on  a  promise  of 
indemnification  for  what  the  temporalities  of 
the  see  had  suffered.  But  William's  sickness 
and  pious  resolutions  ending  together,  little 
care  was  taken  about  the  execution  of  this 
agreement.  Thus  began  a  quarrel  between 
this  rapacious  king  and  inflexible  archbishop. 
Soon  after  Anselm  declared  in  favour  of  Pope 
Urban,  before  the  king  had  recognized  him, 
and  thus  subjected  himself  to  the  law,  which 
William  the  Conquerour  had  made,  against 
accepting  a  pope  without  his  consent.  The 
quarrel  was  inflamed  to  the  highest  pitch; 
and  Anselm  desiring  to  depart  ^e  kingdom, 
the  king  consented.     . 

The  eyes  of  all  men  being  now  turned  tO" 
wards  the  great   transactions   in    the  east, 
William  duke  of  Guienne,  fired  by  the  success 
and  glory  that  attended  the  holy  adventurers, 
resolved  to  take  the  cross  ;    but  his  revenues 
were  not  sufficient  to  support  the  figure  his 
rank  required  in  this  expedition.    He  applied 
to  the  king  of  England ;   who,  being  master 
of  the  purses  of  his  subjects,  never  wanted 
money;    and  he    was  politician  enough   to 
avail  himself  of  the  prodigal    inconsiderate 
zeal  of  the   times  to  lay  out  this  money  to 
great  advantage.    He  acted  the  part  of  usurer 
to  the  Croises ;   and  as  he  had  taken  Nor- 
mandy in  mortgage  from  his  brother  Robert, 
bavins  advanced  to  the  duke  of  Guienne  a  sum 
on    the    same  conditions,  he  was  ready  to 
confirm   his  bargain    by  taking    possession, 
when  he  was   killed  in  hunting  by  an  ac- 
cidental stroke  o£  an  arrow,  which   pierced 
bis  heart.    This   accident  happened  in  the 
New  Forest,  which  his  father,  with  such  in- 
finite oppression  of  the  people,  had  made,  and 
in  which  they  both  delighted  extremely.    In 
the  same  forest  the  conquerour's  eldest  son,  a 
youth    of  great  hopes,   had,   several   years 
before,  met   his  death  from  the  horns  of  a 
atag  ;   and  these  so  memorable  fates  of  the 
aajne  family,  and   in  the  same  place,  easily 
inclined  men  to  think   this  a  judgment  from 
heaven  ;  the  people  consoling  themselves  under 
their  sufferings  with  these  equivocal  marks  of 
the  vengeance  of  providence  upon  their  op- 
pressors. 

We  have  painted  this  prince  in  the  colours 
in  which  he  is  drawn  by  all  the  writers  who 


lived  the  nearest  to  his  time.  Although  the 
monkish  historians,  affected  with  the  par- 
tiality of  their  character,  and  with  the  sense 
of  recent  injuries,  expressed  themselves  with 
passion  concernmg  him,  we  have  no  other 
guides  to  follow.  Nothing  indeed  in  his  life 
appears  to  vindicate  his  character  ;  and  it 
makes  strougly  for  his  disadvantage,  that 
without  any  great  end  of  government,  he  con- 
tradicted the  prejudices  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  the  general  and  common  foundation 
of  honour  ;  and  thereby  made  himself  obnoxious 
to  that  body  of  men,  who  had  the  sole  custody 
of  fame,  and  could  alone  transmit  his  name 
with  glory  or  disgrace  to  posterity. 


CHAPTER  rV. 


KEION  OF  HENRT  I. 


Heitby,  the  youngest  son  of  the  conquerour, 
was  hunting  at  tlie  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  forest,  in  which  his  brother  met  his  fate. 
He  was  not  long  before  he  came  to  a  resolution 
of  seizing  on  the  vacant  crown.  The  order  <^ 
succession  had  already  been  broken  ;  the  ab- 
sence of  Duke  Robert,  and  the  concurrence 
of  many  circumstances  altogether  resembling 
those  which  had  been  so  favourable  to  the  late 
monarch,  incited  him  to  a  similar  attempt. 
To  lose  no  time,  at  a  juncture  when  the  use 
of  a  moment  is  often  decisive,  he  went  directly 
to  Winchester,  where  the  regalia  and  the 
treasures  of  the  crown  were  deposited.  But 
the  governour,  a  man  of  resolution,  and  firmly 
attached  to  Robert,  positively  refused  to  de- 
liver them.  Henry,  conscious  that  great  entep- 
prizes  are  not  to  be  conducted  in  a  middle 
course,  prepared  to  reduce  him  by  force  of 
arms.  During  this  contest,  the  news  of  the 
king's  death,  and  the  attempts  of  Henry,  drew 
great  numbers  of  the  nobility  to  Winchester, 
and  with  them  a  vast  concourse  of  the  inferi- 
our  people.  To  the  nobility  he  set  forth  his 
title  to  the  crown  in  the  most  plausible  man- 
ner it  could  bear ;  he  alleged  that  he  was  bom 
after  his  father  had  acquired  his  kingdom, 
and  that  he  was  therefore  natural  heir  of  the 
crown ;  but  that  his  brother  was,  at  best,  only 
bom  to  the  inheritance  of  a  dukedom.  The 
nobility  heard  the  claim  of  this  prince ;  but 
they  were  more  generally  inclined  to  Robert, 
whose  birthright,  less  questionable  in  itself, 
had  been  also  confirmed  by  a  solemn  treaty. 
But  whilst  they  retired  to  consult,  Henry,  well 
apprized  of  their  dispositions,  and  who  there- 
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fore  was  little  inclined  to  wait  the  result  of  marrying  Maude,  daughter  of  Makolm,  king 

their  debates,  threw  himself  entirely  upon  the  of  Scotland,  by  the  lister  of  Edgar  AtbeJing; 

populace.    To  them  he  said  little  concerning  thus  to  ensure  the  affection  of  the  English,  and, 

his  title,  as  he  knew  such  an  audience  is  little  as  he  flattered  himself,  to  have  a  sure  suoces* 

moved  with  a  discussion  of  rights,  but  much  sion  to  his  children. 

with  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  they  are  The  Crusade  being  successfully  finished  br 
daimed  ;  fur  which  reason  he  began  by  draw-  the  taking  of  Jerusalem,  Robert  returned  in% 
ing  his  sword,  and  swearing,  wiUi  a  bold  and  Europe.     He  had  acquired  great  repatttwo 
determined  air,  to  persist  in  his  pretensions  to  in  that  war,  in  which  be  bad  no  interest ;  bii 
his  last  breath.    Then  turning  to  the  crowd,  real  and  valuable  rights  he  prosecuted  with  Ian* 
and  remitting  of  his  severity,  he  began  to  sooth  guor.  Yet  such  was  the  respect  paidto  histitie, 
them  with  the  promises  of  a  milder  govern-  and  such  the  attraction  of  his  personal  acoom* 
ment  than  they  had  experienced  either  beneath  plishroents,  that  when  he  had  at  last  taken  pos- 
his  brother  or  his  &ther  :   the  church  should  session  of  his  Norman  territories,  and  entered 
enjoy  her  immunities,  the  people  their  liber-  England  with  an  army  to  assert  his  birthrigbt, 
ties,    the  nobles  their  pleasures  ;    the  forest  he  found  most  of  the  Norman  barons,  and  many 
laws  should  cease ;  the  distinction  of  English-  of  the  English,  in  readiness  to  join  him.   But 
man  and  Norman  be  heard  no  more.    Next  the  diligence  of  Anselm,  who  empk>yed  all  his 
he  expatiated  on  the  grievances  of  the  former  credit  to  keep  the  people  firm  to  the  oath  they 
reigns,  and   promised  to   redress  them  all.  had  taken,  prevented  him  from  profiting  of  duB 
Lastly,  he  spoke  of  his  brother  Robert,  whose  general  inclination  in  his  favour.    His  fnendi 
dissoluteness,   whose   inactivity,    whose  un-  began  to  fall  off  by  degrees,  so  that  he  was  in- 
steady  temper,  nay,  whose  very  virtues  threap  duced,  as  well  by  the  situation  of  his  afikireas 
tened  nothing  but  ruin  to  any  country  which  theflexibility  of  his  temper,  to  submit  to  a  treaty 
he  should  govern.    The  people  received  this  on  the  plan  of  that  he  had  formerly  entered 
popular  harangue,  delivered  by  a  prince  whose  into  with  his  brother  Rufus. 
person  was  fUU  of  grace  and  majesty,  with  This  treaty  being  made,  Robert  returned  to 
shouts  of  joy  and  rapture.    Immediately  they  his  dukedom,  and  gave  himself  over  to  his  na- 
rush  to  the  house  where  the  council  is  heki,  tural  indolence  and  dissipation.    Uncured  by 
which  they  surround ;  and  with  clamour  and  his  misfortunes  of  a  loose   generosity,  that 
menaces  demand  Henry  for  their  king.    The  flowed  indiscriminately  cm  all,  he  mortgaged 
nobility  were  terrifiird  by  the  sedition  ;   and  every  branch  of  his  revenue,  and  ahnost  bis 
remembering    how  little  present  Robert  had  whole  domain.    His  barons,  despising  his  in- 
been  on  a  former  occasion  to  his  own  interests,  digeace,  and  secure  in  the  benignity  of  his 
or  to  those  who  defended  him,  they  joined  their  temper,  began  to  assume  the  unhappy  privi- 
voice  to  that  of  the  people,  and  Henry  was  lege  of  sovereigns.     They  made  war  on  each 
proclaimed  without  opposition.    The  treasure,  other  at  pleasure,  and,  pursuing  their  hostili- 
which  he  seized,  he  divided  among  those  that  ties  with  the  most  scandalous  licence,  they 
seemed  wavering  in  his  cause  ;  and  that  he  reduced  that  fine  country  to  a  deplorable  coo- 
might  secure  his  new  and  disputed  right  by  dition.    In  vain  did  the  people,  ruined  by  the 
every  method,  he  proceeded  without  delay  to  tyranny  and  divisions  of  the  great,  apply  to 
London  to  be  crowned,  and  to  sanctify,  by  the  Robert  for  protection  ;  neither  from  his  cir- 
solemnity  of  the  unction,  the  choice  of  the  cumstances,  nor  his  character,  was  he  able 
people.    As  the    churchmen  in  those  days  to  afford  them  any   effectual  relief:    whilst 
were  the  arbiters  of  every  thing  ;  and  as  no  Henry,  who  by  his  bribes  and  artifices  kept 
churchman  possessed  more  credit  than  An-  alive  the  disorder  of  which  he  complained  and 
selm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  had  been  profited,  formed  a  party  in  Normandy  to  call 
persecuted  and  banished  by  his  brother,  he  him  over,  and  to  put  the  dukedom  under  his 
recalled  that  prelate,  and  by  every  mark  of  protection.    Accordingly  he  prepared  a  ooo- 
confidence   confirmed  him   in   his   interests,  siderable  force  for  the  expedition,  and  taxed 
Two  other  steps  he  took  equally  prudent  and  his  own  subjects   arbitrarily,   and    without 
politic ;  he  confirmed  and  enlarged  the  privi-  mercy,  for  the  relief  he  pretended  to  afKird 
leges  uf  the  city  uf  London  ;  and  gave  to  the  those  of  his  brother.    His  preparations  roos- 
whole  kingdom  a  charter  of  liberties,  which  ed  Robert  from  his  indolence,   and  united 
was  the  first  of  the  kind,  and  laid  the  fouuda-  likewise  the  greater  part  of  his  barons  to  his 
tion  of  those  successive  charters,  which  at  last  cause,  unwilling  to  change  a  master,  whose 
completed  the  freedom  of  the  subject.    In  fine,  only  &ult  was  his  indulgence  of  them,  for  the 
no  cemented  the  whole  fiilnrie  of  his  power  by  severe  vigilance  of  Henry.    The  king  d 
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France  espoused  the  same  side ;  and  eyen  in  snbjection,  and  justice  was  steadily  adm!« 

Gngland  some  emotions  were  excited  in  fa-  nistered. 

vour  of  the  duke,  by  indignation  for  the  The  politics  of  this  remarkable  reign  con- 
wrongs  he  had  suffered,  and  those  he  was  sisted  of  three  branches ; — to  redress  the  gross 
going  to  suffer.  Henry  was  alarmed,  but  did  abuses  which  prevailed  in  the  civil  govern- 
not  renounce  his  design.  He  was  to  the  last  ment  and  the  revenue ;  to  humble  the  great 
degree  jealous  of  his  prerogative  ;  but  know-  barons,  and  keep  the  aspiring  spirit  of  the 
ing  what  immense  resources  kings  may  have  clergy  within  proper  bounds.  The  introduc- 
in  popularity,  he  called  on  this  occasion  a  tion  of  a  new  law  with  a  new  people,  at  the 
great  council  of  his  barons  and  prelates ;  and  conquest,  had  unsettled  every  thing ;  for  whilst 
there,  by  his  arts  and  his  eloquence,  in  both  some  adhered  to  the  conquerour's  regulations, 
which  he  was  powerful,  he  persuaded  the  as-  and  others  contended  for  those  of  St.  Edward, 
sembly  to  a  hearty  declaration  in  his  favour,  neither  of  them  were  well  executed,  or  pr(^ 
and  to  a  large  supply.  Thus  secured  at  home,  perly  obeyed.  The  king,  therefore,  with  the 
he  lost  no  time  to  pass  over  to  the  continent,  assistance  of  his  justiciaries,  compiled  a  new 
and  to  bring  the  Norman  army  to  a  speedy  body  of  laws,  in  order  (o  find  a  temper  between 
engagement ;  they  fought  under  the  walls  of  both.  The  coin  had  been  miserably  debased, 
Techenbray,  where  the  bravery  and  military  but  it  was  restored  by  the  king's  vigilance, 
genius  of  Robert,  never  more  conspicuous  and  preserved  by  punishments,  cruel,  but  ter- 
than  cm  that  day,  were  borne  down  by  the  su-  rifying  in  their  example.  There  was  a  savage- 
periour  fortune  and  numbers  of  his  ambitious  ness  in  all  the  judicial  proceedings  of  those 
brother.  He  was  made  prisoner  :  and  not-  days,  that  gave  even  justice  itself  the  complex- 
withstanding  all  the  tender  pleas  of  their  com-  ion  of  tyranny  ;  for  whilst  a  number  of  men 
mon  blood,  in  spite  of  his  virtues,  and  even  were  seen  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,' some 
of  his  misfortunes,  which  pleaded  so  strongly  castrated,  some  without  hands,  others  with 
for  mercy,  the  rigid  conquerour  held  him  in  their  feet  cut  off,  and  in  various  ways  cruelly 
various  prisons  until  his  death,  which  did  mangled,  the  view  of  a  perpetual  punishment 
not  happen  until  afler  a  rigorous  confinement  Motted  out  the  memory  of  the  transient  crime, 
of  eighteen,  some  say  twenty-seven  years,  and  government  was  Uie  more  odious,  which. 
This  was  the  end  of  a  prince  bom  with  a  out  of  a  cruel  and  mistaken  mercy,  to  avoid 
thousand  excellent  qualities,  which  served  no  pimishing  with  death,  devised  torments  far 
other  purpose  than  to  confirm,  from  the  ex-  more  terrible  than  death  itself, 
ample  of  his  misfortunes,  that  a  facility  of  But  nothing  called  for  redress  more  than  the 
disposition,  and  a  weak  beneficence  are  the  disorders  in  the  king's  own  household.  It  was 
greatest  vices  that  can  enter  into  the  compo-  considered  as  an  incident  annexed  to  their 
sition  of  a  monarch,  equally  ruinous  to  him-  tenuro^  that  the  socage  vassals  of  the  crown, 
self  and  to  his  subjects.  and  so  of  all  the  subordinate  barons,  should 
The  success  of  this  battle  put  Henry  in  receive  their  lord  and  all  his  followers,  and 
possession  of  Normandy,  which  he  held  ever  supply  them  in  their  progresses  and  journeys, 
after  with  very  little  disturbance.  He  fortified  which  custom  continued  for  some  ages  after 
his  new  acquisition,  by  demolishing  the  castles  in  Ireland,  under  the  name  of  coshering.  But 
of  those  turbulent  barons,  who  had  wasted,  this  indefinite  and  ill-contrived  charge  on  the 
and  afterwards  enslaved  their  country  by  their  tenant  was  easily  perverted  to  an  instrument 
dissensions.  Order  and  justice  took  place,  of  much  oppression,  by  the  disorders  of  a  rude 
until  every  thing  was  reduced  to  obedience  ;  and  licentious  court;  insomuch,  that  the  te- 
then  a  severe  and  regular  oppression  succeed-  nants,  in  fear  for  their  substance,  for  the  honour 
ed  the  former  disorderly  tyranny.  In  England  of  their  women,  aiyl  often  for  their  lives,  do- 
things  took  the  same  course.  The  king  no  serted  their  habitations,  and  fled  into  the 
longer  doubted  his  fortune,  and  therefore  no  woods  on  the  king's  approach.  No  circum- 
longer  respected  his  promises  or  his  charter,  stance  could  be  more  dishonourable  to  a  prince ; 
The  forests,  the  savage  passion  of  the  Nor-  bu.t  happily,  like  many  other  great  abuses,  it 
man  princes,  for  which  both  the  prince  and  gave  rise  to  a  great  reform,  which  went  much 
people  paid  so  dearly,  were  maintained,  in-  further  than  its  immediate  purposes.  This 
creased,  and  guarded  with  laws  more  rigorous  disorder,  which  the  punishment  of  offenders 
than  before.  Taxes  were  largely  and  arbi-  could  only  palliate,  was  entirely  taken  away 
trarily  assessed.  But  all  this  tyranny  did  by  commuting  personal  service  for  a  rent  in 
not  weaken,  though  it  vexed  the  nation,  be-  money ;  which  regulation,  passing  from  the 
cause  the  great   men  were  kept  in  proper  king  to  all  the  iitferiour  lords,  ^n  a  short  tioM 
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wrought  a  great  change  in  the  itate  of  the  na-  ritual  TasBal ;  the  king  on  hk  part  gave  tht 
tion.  To  humble  the  great  men,  more  arbitrary  biriiop  the  inyestiture,  or  lirery  and  Mtna  of 
methods  were  used.    The  adherence  to  the  his  temporalities,  by  the   delivery  of  t  ring 
title  of  Robert  was   a  cause  or  a  pretence  and  staff.    This  was  the  original  manner  ol 
of  depriving  many  of  tlieir  vast  possessions,  granting  feudal  property,  anil  something  like 
which  were  split  or  parcelled  out  among  the  it  is  still  practised  in  our  base-courts.    Pope 
lung's  creatures,' with  great  injustice  to  par*  Adrian  conGrmed  this  privilege  to  Charie- 
ticulars,  but  in  tlie  consequences  with  general  magne  by  an  express  grant.    The  dergj  of 
and  lasting  benefit.    The  king  held  his  courts  that  time,  ignorant  but  inquisitive,  were  very 
according  to  the  custom  at  Christmas   and  ready  at  6nding  Qrpea  and  mysteries  in  every 
Easter,  but  he  seldom  kept  both  festivals  in  ceremony ;  they  ccMistrued  the  staff  into  an 
the  same  place.     He  made  continual  pro-  emblem  of  the  pastoral  care,  and  the  ring  into 
grenes    into  all  parts   of  his  kingdom,  and  a  type  of  the  bishop's  allegorical  marriage  to 
brought  the  royal  authority  and  person  home  his  church,  and  therefore  supposed  them  de* 
to  the  doors  of  his  haughty  barons,  which  kept  signed  as  en^lems  of  a  jurisdiction  menij 
them  in  strict  obedience  during  his  kmg  and  spiritual.    The  papal   pretensions  increased 
severe  reign.  with  the  general  ignorance  and  snperstitioo ; 
His  contests  with  the>  church,  concerning  and,  the  better  to  support  these  {Metensioni, 
the  right  of  investiture,  were  more  obstinate  it  was  necessary  at  once  to  exalt  the  dergj 
and  nrare  dangerous.    As  this  is  an  affair  extremely,  and,  by  breaking  off  all  ties  be- 
that  troubled  all  Europe  as  well  as  England,  tween    ^em   and  their   natural  sovereign, 
and  hokis  deservedly  a  principal  place  in  the  to  attach  them  wholly  to  the  Roman  see.    In 
story  of  those  times,  it  will  not  be  impertinent  pursuance  of  this  project,  the  pope  6r8t  strictly 
to  trace  it  up  to  its  original.    In   the  early  forbade   the   clergy    to  receive   investitures 
^  times  of  Christianity,  when  religion  was  only  from  laymen,  or  to  do  them  homage.  Aooun- 
drawn  from  its  obscurity  to  be  persecuted,  cil,  held  at  Rome,  entirely  condemned  this 
when  a  bishop  was  only  a  canditate  for  mar-  practice  ;  and  the  condemnation  was  the  ksi 
tyrdom,  neitlier  the  preferment,  nor  the  right  unpopular,  because  the  inrestiture  gave  rise 
of  bestowing  it,  were  sought  with  great  am-  to  frequent  and  flagrant  abuses,  especially  in 
bition.    Bishops  were  then  elected,  and  often  England,  where  the  sees  were  on  this  pretence, 
against  their  desire,  by  their  clergy  and  the  with  much  scandal,   long    held  in  the  kuig's 
people;  the  subordinate  ecclesiastical  districts  hands ;  and  afterwards  as  scandalously  and  pulh 
were  provided  for  in  the  same  manner.    After  liciy  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  So  it  had  been 
the  Roman  empire  became  Christian,  this  in  the  last  reign,  and  so  it  ccmtinued  in  this, 
usage,  so  generally  established,  still  maintain-  Henry,    though    vigorously   attacked,  with 
ed  its    ground.    However,   in  the  principal  great  rcwolution  maintained  the  rights  of  his 
cities,  the  emperour  frequently  exercised  the  crown  with  regard  to  investitures,  whilst  be 
privilege  of  giving  a  sanction  to  the  choice,  saw  the  emperour,  who  claimed  a  ri^t  of  in- 
and   sometimes    o(  appointing  the   bishop ;  vesting  the  pope  himself  subdued  by  the  thun- 
thoogh,  for  the  most  part,  the  popular  election  der  of  the  Vatican.    His  chief  opposition  was 
still  prevailed.     But  when  the   barbarians,  within  his  own  kingdom.  Anselm,  archbishop 
after  destroying   the  empire,  had  at  length  of  Canterbury,  a  man  of  unblameable  life  and 
submitted  their  necks  to  the  gospel,  their  kings  of  learning  for  his  time,  but  blindly  attached 
and  great  men,  full  of  zeal  and  gratitude  to  to  the  rights  of  the  church,  real  or  supposed, 
their  instructors,  endowed  the    church  with  refused  to  consecrate  those  who  received  in- 
large  territories  and  great  privileges.    In  this  vestiiures  from  the  king.     The  parties  ap- 
case   it  was  but  natural  that  they  should  be  pealed  to  Rome  ;  Rome,  unwilling  either  to 
the  patrons  of  those  dignities,  and  nominate  recede  from  her  pretensions,  or  to  provoke  a 
to  that  power  which  arose  from  their  own  powerful  monarch,  gives  a  dubious  answer, 
free  bounty.    Hence  the  bishoprics  in   the  Meanwhile  the  contest  grows  hotter;  Anselm 
greatest  part  of  Europe  became    in  effect,  is  obliged  to  quit  the  kingdom,  but  is  still  in- 
whatever  some  few  might  have  been  in  ap-  flexible  :  at  last  the  king,  who  from  the  deli- 
pearance,  merely    donative.     And    as    the  cate   situation  of  his  affairs  in  the  beginning 
bishoprics  formed  so  many  seigniories,  when  of  his  reign  had  been  obliged  to  temporize  for 
the  feudal  establishment  was  completed,  they  a  long  time,  by  his  usual  prudent  mixture  of 
partook  of  the  feudal  nature,  so  far  as  they  management  with  force,  obliged  the  pope  to  a 
were   subjects   capable  of  it ;   homage  and  temperament,  which  seemed  extremely  judi- 
fealty  were  required  6n  the  part  of  the  ^i-  cious.    The  king  received  homage  and  fealty 
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firom  fait  yasMd;  the  investiture,  as  it  was 

fpenerally  understood  to  relate  to    spiritual  CHAPTER  T. 

jurisdiction)  was  given  up,  and  on  this  equal 

bottom  peace  was  established.    The  secret  of  Bsteir  of  STXPRBir. 

the  pope's  moderatioa  was  this :  He  was  at 

that  juncture  close  pressed  by  the   emperour,        Although  the  authority  of  the  crow<i  had 

and  it  might  be  highly  dangerous  to  contend  been  exercised  with  very  little  restraint,  during 

with  two  such  enemies  at  once ;  and  he  was  the  three  preceding  reigns,  the  succession  to 

much  more  ready  to  yield  to  Henry,  who  had  it,  or  even  the  principles  of  the  succession 

no  reciprocal  demands  on  him,  than  to  the  were  but  ill  ascertained ;  so  that  a  doubt  n^ght 

emperour,  who  had  many  and  just  ones,  and  justly  have  arisen,  whether  th«  crown  was  not 

to  whom  he  could  not  yield  any  one  point  in  a  great  measure  elective.    This  ubbertain^ 

without  giving  up  an  infinite  number  of  others  exposed  the  nation,  at  the  death  of  every  king, 

very  material  and  interesting.  to  all  the  calamities  of  a  civil  war ;  but  it 

As    the   king   extricated  himself  hi^>pily  was  a  circumstance  favourable  to  the  designs 

from  so  great  an  affair,  so  all  the  other  dif-  of  Stephen,  earl  of  Bulloigne,  who  was  ton 

ficulties  of  his  reign  only  exercised  without  of  Stephen,  earl  of  Blois,  by  a  daughter  of  the 

endangering  him.     The  efforts  of  France  in  Conquerour.    The  late  king  had  raised  him  t6 

favour  of  the  son  of  Robert  were  late,  desul-  great  employments,  and  enriched  by  the  grant 

tory,  and  thwefore  unsuccessful.    That  youth,  of  seversi  lordships.     His  brother  had  been 

endued  with  equal  virtue  and  more  prudence  made  bishop  of  Winchester ;  and  by  adding 

than  liis  father,  after  exerting  many  useless  to  it  the  place  of  his  chief  justiciary)  the  kmg 

acts  c£  unfiMTtunate  bravery,  fell   in  battle,  gave  him  an  o[^portuni^  ot  becoming  one  of 

and  freed  Henry  from  all  disturbance  on  the  ^e  richest  subjects  in  Europe,  and  oif  extend^ 

side  of  France.    The  incursions  of  the  Welch  ing  an  unlimited  influence  over  the  clergy  and 

in  this  reign  only  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  the  people.    Henry  trusted,  by  the  promotion 

confining  diat  people  within  narrower  bounds,  of  two  persons  so  near  him  in  blood,  and  so 

At  home  he  was  well  obeyed  by  his  subjects,  bound  by  benefits,  that  he  had  formed  an  im^ 

abroad   he  dignified  his  family  by  splendid  penetrable  fence  about  the  wcoession ;  but  he 

alliances.    His  daughter,  Matilda,  he  married  only  inspired  into  Stephen  the  design  of  seising 

to  the  emperour  ;  but  his  private  fortunes  did  on  the  crown  by  bringing  him  so  neaf  it.  The 

not  flow  with  so  even  a  course  as  his  public  opportunity  was  favourable.     The  king  died 

afiairs.    His  only  son  William,  with  a  natural  abroad.     M&tilda  was  absent  with  her  hus^ 

daughter,  and  many  of  the  flower   of  the  band ;  and  the  bishop  of  WindxMter,  by  h» 

young  nobility,  perished  at  sea  between  Nor«  universal  credit,  disposed  the  churdiinett   to 

mandy  and  England.    From  that  fatal  acci-  elect  his  brother,  with  the  concurrence   of 

dent  the  king  was  never  seen  to  smile.    He  the  greatest  part  of  the  nobility ;  who  forgot 

sought  in  vain  from  a  second  marriage  to  pro-  their  oaths,  and  vainly  hoped  that  a  bad  title 

vide  a  male  successour ;  but  when  he  saw  all  would  necessarily  produce  a  good  govemmeati 

prospect  o£  this  at  an  end,  be  called  a  great  Stephen,  in  the  flower  of  youth,  bold,  active, 

council  of  his  barons   and    prelates.     His  and  courageous,  full  of  generosity  and  a  noUe 

daughter  Matilda,  after  the  decease  of  the  afiability,  that  seemed  to  reproach  the  state 

emperour,  he  had  given  in  marriage  to  Geoffrey  and  avarice  of  the  preceding  kings,  was  not 

Phmtagenet,  count  of  Anjou.    As  she  was  wanting  to  his  fortune.    He  seized  immedi* 

his  only   remaining    issue,   he  caused    her  ately  the  immense  treasures  of  Henry,  and  by 

to  be  ackowledged  as  his  successor,  by  the  distributing  them  with  a  judiciow  profusion, 

great  council;  he  inforced  this  acknowledg-  removed   all  doubts  concerning  his  title  to 

ment  by  solemn  oaths  of  fealty ;   a  sanctitm  them.    He  did  not  spare  even  the  royal  de* 

which  he  weakened  rather  than  confirmed  by  mesne ;  but  secured  himself  a  vast  number  of 

frequent  repetition  ;    vainly  imagining  that  adherents  by  invcJving  their  guilt  and  interest 

on   his   death  any  ties   would  bind  to  the  in  his  own.    He  raised  a  considerable  army 

reapect  of  a  succession,  so  little  respected  (^  Flemings,  in  order  to  strengthen  himself 

by  himself,  and  by  the   violation  of  which  against  another  turn  of  the  same  instability 

he  had  procured  his  crown.    Having  taken  which  had  raised  him  to  the  throne ;  and  in 

these  measures  in  favour  of  his  daughter,  imitation  of  the  measures  of  the  late  king,  hm 

he  died  in  Normandy,  but  in  a  good  oki  age,  OMicluded  all  by  giving  a  dharter  of  UbertiM 

and  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  a  prosperous  as  ample  as  the  people  at  that  time  aspiied 

reign.  to.     This  charter  contained  a  reauncUtion^ 
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•f  the  fbrestB  made  by  his  predecenour ;  a  oontiiioal  inroads  upon  each  other,  and  spread 

grant  to  the  ecclesiastics  of  a  jurisdiction  over  war,  rapine,  burning,  and  desolation  tfarou^ 

their  own  vassals  ;  and  to  the  people  in  ge-  out  the  whole  kingdom.     They  infested  the 

neral,  an  inununity  from  unjust  taJlages  and  high  roads,  and  put  a  ^op  to  all  trade  fay  pkm- 

azactions.    It  is  remarkable  that  the  oath  of  dering  the  merdiaots  and  -travellers.    Those 

allegiance  taken  by  the  nobility  on  this  occar  who  dwelt  in  the  open  country,  they  fcrcd 

sion  was  conditional ;  it  was  to  be  observed  into  their  castles ;  and  after  piUaging  then  of 

•o  kmg  as  the  king  observed  the  terms  of  his  all  their  visible  substance,  these  tjrwaHs  hekl 

charter ;  a  condition,  which  added  no  real  se-  them  in  dungeons,  and  tortured  them  with  a 

curity  to  the  rights  of  the  subject,  but  which  thousand  cruel  inventions  to  extort  a  disooreiy 

proved  a  fruitful  source  of  dissension,  tumult,  of  their  hidden  wealth.    The  lamentable  repre- 

and  civil  violeoce.  sentatioa  given  by  history  of  those  barfatrooB 

The  measures  which  the  king  hitherto  pur-  times,  jui^ifies  the   pictures  in  the  old  ro- 

sued,  were  dictated  by  sound  policy  ;  but  he  mances  of  the  castles  of  giants  and  magiciaiis. 

took  another  st^  to  secure  his  throne,  which  A  great  part  of  Europe  was  in  the  same  de- 

in  fact  took  away  all  its  security,  and  at  the  pkiiable  condition.     It  was  then  that  some 

•ame  time  brought  the  country  to  extreme  gallant  spirits,  strudc  with  a  generous  inji^ 

misery,  and  to  the  brink  of  utter  ruin.  nation  at  the  tyranny  of  thrae  miscreanu, 

At  the  conquest  there  were  yery  few  fi>rti-  blessed  solemnly  by  the  bishop,  and  followed 

ficatiooo  in  the  kingdom  ;  William  found  it  by  the  praises  and  vows  of  the  people,  salHed 

necessary  for  his  security  to  erect  several ;  forth  tovindicate  the  chastity  of  woaoea,  and  to 

during  the  strug^es  of  the  English,  the  Nor-  redress  the  wrongs  of  trareUcrs  and  peaceable 

man  nobility  were  permitted  (as  in  reason  men.     The   adventurous    humour,  iaspircd 

it  could  not  be  refused)  to  fortify  their  own  by  the  Crusade,  heightened  and  extended  diia 

houses.     It  was,  however,  still  understood,  spirit ;  and  thus  the  idea  of  knight  ervaatiy 

that  no  new  fortress  oouU  be  erected  without  was  formed. 

the  kingVi  special  license.     These  private  Ste|^en   felt  perBooalty  these  incooveo^ 

castles  began  very  early  to  embarrass  the  go-  encies,  but  because  the  evil  was  too  stobboni 

▼emment ;  the  royal  castles  were  scarcely  less  to  be  redressed  at  once,  he  residved  to  pro* 

troublesome ;  for  as  every  thing  was  then  in  oeed  gradually,  and  to  begin  with  the  castks 

tenure,  the  govemour  hekl  his  place  by  the  of  the  bishc^s ;  as  they  evidently  held  them, 

tenour  of  castle-guard  ;  and  thus,  instead  of  a  not  only  against  the  mterests  of  the  Grown, 

ample  officer,  subject  to  his  pleasure,  the  king  but  against  the  canons  of  the  church.    From 

had  to  deal  with  a  feudal  tenant,  secure  against  the  ncJi>les  he  expected  no  opposition  to  this 

him  by  law,  if  he  performed  his  services,  and  design  ;  they  beheld  with  envy  the  pride  of 

by  force,  if  he  was  unwilling  to  perform  them,  these  ecclesiastical  fortresses,  whose  battle- 

•Every  resolution  of  government  required  a  ments  seemed  to  insult  the  poverty  of  the  hy 

port  of  civil  vrar  to  put  it  in  execution.    The  barons.    This  disposition,  and  a  want  of  ud- 

two  last  kings  had  taken  and  demolished  se-  animiiy  among  the  clergy  themselves,  enabled 

veral  of  these  castles ;  but  when  they  found  Stephen  to  succeed  in  his  attempt  against  the 

the  reduction  of  any  of  them  difficult,  their  bishop  of  Salisbury,  one  of  the  first  whom  he 

custom  frequMitly  was  to  erect  another  close  attacked,  and  whose  castles,  from  their  stren^ 

by  it,  tower  against  tower,  ditch  against  ditch ;  and  situation,  were  of  the  greatest  importance. 

these  were  called  malvoisins,  firom  their  pur-  But  the  affairs  of  this  prince  were  so  circum- 

pose  and  situation.    Thus,  instead  of  remov-  stanced,  that  he  could  pursue  no  council,  that 

ingj  they  in  fact  doubled  the  mischief.   Stephen  was  not  dangerous ;  his  breadi  with  the  dergy 

perceiving  the  passion  of  the  barons  for  the  let  in  the  party  of  his  rival  Matilda.    This 

■ecastles,  auKMig  other  popular  acts  in  the  be-  party  vras  suppwted  hy  Robert  earl  of  Gloo- 

gianing  of  his  reign,  gave  a  general  license  cester,  natural  8(m  to  the  late  king ;  a  man 

for  erecting  them ;  then  was  seen  to  arise  in  powerful  by  his  vast  possessions,  but  more 

ev>ery  comer  of  the  kingdom,  in  every  petty  formidable  through  his  popularity,  and  the 

•aigniory,  an  inconceivable  multitude  (^strong  courage  and  abilities  by  which  he  had  acquir* 

holds,  the  seats  of  violence,  and  the  recep-  ed  it.    Several  other  circumstances  weaken* 

tacles  of  murderers,  felons,  debasers  of  the  ed  the  cause  of  Stephen;  the  charter  and  the 

coin,  and  all  manner  of  desperate  and  aban-  other  favourable  acts,  the   scafibkling  of  bis 

doned  villains.    Eleven  hundred  and  fifteen  of  ambition,  when  he  saw.  the  structure  raised, 

these  castles  were  built  in  this  single  reign,  he  threw  down  and  contemned.    In  order  to 

The  barons,  having  thus  shut  out  the  law,  made  maintain  his  troops,  as  well  as  to  attach 
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'  to  his  eamO}  where  no  principle  bound  them,  tied  Eleanor  the  hoiresn  of  Ghiienne,  though 
inut  aad  continual  largesses  became  neces-  divorced  from  her  husband  tot  her  supposed 
MU7 ;  aJl  his  legal  revenue  had  been  dissipat-  gallantries  in  the  holy  land.  He  made  use  of 
ed ;  mad  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  have  the  accession  of  power,  which  he  acquired  bf 
recourse  to  sudi  methods  of  raising  money,  tta  this  match,  to  assert  his  birthright  to  Nor- 
were  evidently  illegal.  These  causes  every  vaojadji  This  he  did  with  great  success, 
day  gave  scnne  accession  of  strength  to  the  becanise  he  was  favoured  by  the  general  in- 
party  against  him  ;  the  friends  of  Matilda  clination  of  the  people  for  the  blood  of  their 
were  encouraged  to  appear  in  arms;  a  civil  antient  lords.  Flushed  with  this  prosperom 
war  ensued,  long  and  bloody,  prosecuted  as  beginning,  he  aspired  to  greator  things ;  ho 
chance  or  a  bliiui  rage  directeid,  by  mutual  obliged  the  king  of  France  to  AriNnit  to  a 
acts  of  cruel^  and  treachery,  by  frequent  truce ;  and  then  he  turned  his  arms  to  sop- 
surprisals,  and  assaults  of  casdesj  add  by  a  port  the  rights  of  his  family  in  England,  from 
nuniA>^  of  battles  and  skirmishes  fought  to  no  whence  Matilda  retired,  unequal  to  the  trou- 
determinate  end ;  and  in  which  nothing  of  blesome  part  she  had  long  acted.  Worn  out 
the  military  art  appeared,  but  the  destruction  with  age  and  the  eUtslung  of  ftuiodli  fae- 
which  it  caused.  Various  on  this  occasion  tions,  she  shut  herself  up  in  a  monastery,  and 
rrete  the  reverses  of  fortune ;  while  Stephen,  left  to  her  son  the  succession  of  a  civil  war. 
though  embarrassed  by  the  weakne^  of  his  Stephen  was  now  pressed  with  renewed 
title,  by  the  scantiness  of  his  finances,  and  vigour*.  Henry  had  rather  the  advantage  in 
all  the  disorders  which  arose  from  both,  sup^  tiie  field  ;  Stephen  had  the  possession^  the 
ported  his  tottering  throne  with  wonderful  acti-  government.  Their  fortunes  appearing  nearly 
vity  and  coui^e ;  but  being  at  length  defeated  balanced,  and  the  fuel  of  dissension  being  con- 
and  made  prisoner  under  the  walls  of  Lincoln,  sumed  by  a  continual  and  bloody  war  of  thir- 
the  clergy  openly  declared  for  Matilda.  The  teen  years,  an  accommodation  was  proposed 
city  of  London,  though  unwillingly,  follows  and  accepted.  Henry  found  it  dangerous  to 
the  example  of  the  clergy ;  the  defection  from  refuse  his  consent,  as  the  bishops  and  barons 
Stephen  was  growing  universal.  But  Ma^^  even  his  own  party,  dreaded  the  consequences, 
tilda,  puffed  up  with  a  greatness,  which  as  if  a  prince,  in  the  prime  of  an  ambitious 
yet  had  no  solid  foundation,  and  stood  merely  youth,  should  establish  an  hereditary  title  by 
in  personal  favour,  shook  it  in  the  minds  of  the  force  of  foreign  arms.  This  treaty,  sign- 
ail  men,  by  assuming,  U^ether  with  the  in^  ed  at  Wallingford,  left  the  possession  of  the 
■olence  of  conquest,  the  haughty  rigour  of  an  crown  for  his  Itfe  to  Stephen,  but  secured  the 
established  dominion.  Her  title  appeared  but  successicm  to  Henry,  whom  that  prince  adopl- 
too  good  in  the  resemblance  she  bore  to  the  ed.  The  castles  erected  in  this  reign  were 
pride  of  the  former  kings.  This  made  the  to  be  demolished ;  the  exorbitant  grants  of  tho 
first  ill  success  in  her  affairs  fatal.  Her  great  royal  demesne  to  be  resumed.  To  the  son 
support,  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  was  in  his  turn  of  Stephen  all  his  private  possessions  were 
■made   prisoner;  in  exchange  for  his  liberty  secured. 

that  of  Stephen  was  procured,  who  renewed  Thus  ended  this  tediods  and  itiinOus  civil 
the  war  with  his  usual  vigour.  As  he  appre-  war.  Stephen  survived  it  neaf  two  years ;  and 
hended  an  attempt  from  Scotland  in  favour  of  now  finding  himself  more  secure  as  the  lawful 
Matilda,  descended  from  the  blood  royal  of  .  tenant,  than  he  had  been  as  the  usurping 
that  nation,  to  balance  this  weight  he  persuad-  proprietor,  of  the  crown,  he  no  longer  governed 
ed  the  king  of  France  to  declare  in  his  favour,  on  the  maxims  of  necessity.  He  made  no  new 
alarmed  as  he  was  by  the  progress  of  Henry,  attempts  in  favour  of  his  family,  but  spent  the 
the  son  of  Matilda  and  Geoffrey,  count  of  remainder  of  his  reign  in  correcting  the  dts- 
Anjou.  This  prince,  no  more  than  sixteen  orders  which  arose  from  his  steps  in  its  corn- 
years  of  age,  af^er  receiving  knighthood  from  mencement,  and  in  healing  the  wounds  of  so 
David,  king  of  Scotland,  began  to  display  a  long  and  cruel  a  wiw.  Thus  he  left  tho  king- 
courage  and  capacity  destined  to  the  greatest  dom  in  peace  to  his  successoui*;  btlt  his  cha- 
things.  Of  a  complexion  which  strongly  in-  i^cter,  as  it  is  usual  where  party  is  concem- 
clineid  to  pleasure,  he  listened  to  nothing  but  ed,  greatly  disputed.  Wherever  his  natural 
ambition ;  at  an  age,  which  is  usually  given  dispoSitions  had  room  to  exert  themselves,  they 
up  to  passion,  he  submitted  delicacy  to  politics;  appeared  virtuous  and  princely;  but  the  hist 
and  even  in  his  marriage  only  remembered  the  to  reign,  which  oflen  attends  great  viitnas, 
interests  of  a  sovereign  ;  for,  without  examin-  was  fatal  to  his,  frequently  hid  them,  ttid 
ing  too  scrupulously  into  her  character,  he  mar-  always  rendered  them  suspected. 
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CHAPTER  TL 
•r  MsmT  II. 


Tbb  iMib  ol*  Scepben  left  an  naKnirtarf  vidb  iadiyitinn  dou  tiw 

jTiioB,  farihc fan  tkie  wte the daalfa of  JaUordMi^eipeeaUf  iaEicb^kidbeei 

Earad  the  Ca^wmor.     Hcorj,  doKeoded  ^realty  dwrimAfrf,     %  kv  iiw^Mim  b 

tffodly  froM  Ike  Nonsaa  cooyicrour  and  the  had  iadecd  IfrBBii  the  grnwimrm  of  mmoI 

flU  EaglMhkkft,  adoptad  bf  Stapbca,  m>-  of  the  aobilitf;  he  had  ^  face  «f  m  if 


|BB0trle4ged  bjr  the  harom,  OMted  in  hiMeif    doced  dioee  who  fcrahtj  held  Ike  cnma  kak, 
kind  of  title.    It   was  frown   kto  a    aad  deprifed  dwaa  of  tkeir  ewa  esltfet  fa 


far  the  kiof  to  graal  a  charier  of     thek  rekeUion.    He  ihi—ilidiiMl  anaij  caidn, 
kkertiea  on  hie  aooeesioB  to  ike  crown.   Henry    tkoee  pcrpetaal  reauuitcn  of  rekePion  mi  di» 


•lao  panted  a  charter  of  that  kind,  oonfaving     order.    Bntthegrentaiaaof  hia  poUcjwaito 
Ikat  of  kie  paodfatker;  but  as  kis  aitnatkn    kreak  tke  power  of  the  derigr,  whidi  each  of 


was  verydafiereotinoai  that  of  hb  predecessors  his  pmdu:<!awon,  since  Kdwan^  kad  ah«^ 
kis  ckarter  was  difierent ;  reserved,  short,  drj!^  nately  stiore  to  rmise  and  to  depreas;  at  fatr 
cononved  in  general  terns  ;  n  gift,  not  «    in  order  to  ^in  tkaC  poteia  kodf  to  dinr  is- 


kargain.    And   indeed  there  seems  lo  havn    terests ;  and  then  to  preaetye  than  in  snbjee- 
keen  at  that  juncture  bat  little  oocasion  to    tion  to  the  amhori^  which  they  had  oonferrei 


limit  n  power,  which  soomed  not  moie  than  The  dergy  had  elected  Stephen ;  tkej  had 

snflirirnt  to  correct  all  tke  erils  of  an  imlimited  deposed  Stephen,  and  elected  Matilda;  and 

liberty.    Henry  spent  the  bsginnii^  of  his  in  the  iastraraents,  which  diey  need  on  theso 

rsil^  in  repairisf   the  ruins   of  the   royal  occasions,   th^   affirmed    in   tbcisaelres  a 

authority,  and  in  restoring  to  the  kingdom  general  right  of  Meeting  the  kings  of  EngUnd. 

peace  and  order,  along  with  its  antient  limits ;  Their  sbajre,  both  in  the  eieration  and  dqpres- 

and  be  may  well  be  considered  as  the  restorer  sion  of  that  prince,  showed  that  they  possessed 

of  the  En^ish  monardiy.    Stqiheo  had  sacri-  a  power  inconsistent  with  the  safety  and  dig- 

fa:ed  the  demesne  of  the  crown,  and  many  of  ni^  of  the  state.    The  immunities  which  thej 

its  rights,  to  his  subjects  ;  and  the  necessi^  enjoyed,  seemed  no  less  prejudicial  to  the  cirfl 

ti  the  times  obliged  both  that  prince  and  the  csconomy ;  and  the  rather  as  in  the  cooAuioa 

smprsss  Matilda  to  purchase,  in  their  turns,  of  Stephen's  reign,  many,  to  protect  them- 

the  precarious  friendship  of  the  king  of  ScoU  selves  from  the  prevailing  violence  of  the  time, 

land,  by  n  cession  of  ahnost  all  the  country  or  to  sanctify  their  own  disorders,  had  tako) 

north  of  the  Humber.    But  Henry  obliged  the  refiige  in  the  clerical  character.    The  cfaorcb 

king  of  Scotland  to  restore  his  acquisitions,  was  never  so  full  of  scandalous  persons,  who 

and  to  renew  his  homage.    He  took  the  same  being  accountable  only  in  the  ecdesiastical 

methods  with  his  barons.     Not  sparing  the  .  courts,  where  no  crime  is  punished  with  death, 

grants  of  his  mother,  he  resumed  what  had  were  guilty  of  every  crime.    A  priest  had 

keen  so  lavishly  squandered  by  both  of  the  fJbout  this  time  committed  a  murder,  attended 

contending  parties:  who,  to  establish  their  with  very  aggravating  circumstances.    The 

claims,  had  given  away  almost  every  thing  king,  willing  at  once  to  restore  order,  and  to 

that  made  them  valuable.    There  never  was  depress  the  dergy,  laid  hold  of  this  favourahle 

a  prince  in  Europe,  who  better  understood  the  opportuni^  to  convoke  the  cause  to  his  own 

advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  peculiar  court,  when  the  atrociousness  of  the  crime 

COBstitutioo,  in  which  greater  acquisitions  oS  made  all  men  look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  dw 

dominion  are  made  by  judicious  marriages,  claim  of  any  privilege  whidi  mi^  prevent  the 

$han  by  success  in  war.    For  having  added  to  severest  justice.    The  nation  in  general  seem- 

his  patrimonial  territories  of  Anjou  and  Nor-  ed  but  little  inclined  to  controvert  so  useiiil  a 

nandy  ths  dutcby  of  Guienne,  by  his  own  regulation  with  so  potent  a  prince.    Amidst 

narriage,  the  male  issue  of  the  dukes  of  Britr  this  general  acquiescence,  one  man  was  found 

tany  fiuling,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  marry-  bold  enough  to  oppose  him,  vAm  lor  ei^t 

iog  his  third  son  Geoffrey,  then  an  infant,  years  tc^therend^iled  all  his  affairs,  poison- 

0  the  heiress  of  that  important  province,  an  ed  his  satisfactions,  endangered  his  dominioos, 

infant  also ;  and  thus  uniting  by  so  strong  a  and  at  length  in  his  death  triumphed  over  all 

link  kis  northern  to  his  southern  dominions,  the  power  and  policy  of  this  wise  and  potent 

he  possessed  in  his  own  name,  or  in  those  of  monarch.    This  was  Thomas  k  Bedtet,  a 
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ami  memontUe  for  the  great  glory  and  tbe  than,  the  idea  of  proftuMoeHi  bainf  remwiil 

bitter  reproaches  he  has  met  with  from  poste-  from  the  secular  tribunals,  the  caosea  of  thi 

ri^.    This  person  was  the  son  of  a  respect-  Christian  laity  naturally  passed  to  that  resort^ 

abU  citizen  of  London ;  he  was  bred  to  the  where  thoee  of  the  gemrality  had  been  belbra* 

iitady  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  the  edue»-  But  the  reverence  for  the  bishop  still  revnaui*. 

tioa  then  used  to  qualify  a  man  for  public  ed,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  fbnnerjariadioit 

afiairs,  in  which  he  soon  made  a  distinguished  tion.    It  was  not  thought  decent,  that  he-,  who 

figure.    By  the  royal  favour,  and  his  own  had  been  a  judge  in  his  own  oouity  shoukl 

abilities,  he  rose  in  a  rapid  succession  through  become  a  suitor  ia  the  court  of  another.    The 

several  considerable  empbyments,  from   an  body  of  the  clergy  likewise^  who  werftaappoMdl 

office  under  the  sheriff  of  London,  to  be  high  to  have  no  secular  concems,  ibr  which  ikwf 

chancellour  of  the  kingdom.    In  this  high  post  could  litigate,  and  removed  by  their  charaeter 

he  showed  a  spirit  as  elevated ;  but  it  was  from  all  suspicion  of  violence,  wero  left  to  te 

rather  a  military  spirit,  than  that  of  the  gown-  tried  by  their  own  ecclesiastical  sapertourst 

man ; — magnificent  to  excess  in  his  living  and  This  was,  with  a  little  variation,  sometioMS 

appearance,  and  distinguishing  himself  in  the  in  extending,  sometimes  in  restraining  tba 

tournaments  and  other  martisJ  sports  of  that  bishops'  jurisdiction,  the  condition  of  things 

age,  with  much  ostentation  of  courage  and  ex-  whilst  the  Roman  empire  subsisted.'     ^tf 

pense.    The  king,  who  favoured  him  greatly,  though  their  immunities  were  great,  and  tfaeif 

and  expected  a  suitaUe  return,  on  the  vacancy,  possessions  ample,  yet  living  under  an  absoliM 

destined  Backet,  yet  a  layman,  to  the  see  of  form  of  government,  they  were  powerful  oekf 

Canterbury,  and  hoped  to  find  in  him  a  warm  by  influence.  No  jurisdictions  were  annexed  to 

promoter   of  the   reformation   he   intended,  their  lands  ;  they  had  no  place  in  the  senatof 

Hardly  a  priest,  he  was  made  the  first  prelate  they  were  no  order  in  the  state. 
ia  the  kingdom.    But  no  sooner  was  he  in-         From  the  settlementc^  the  northern  natiom^ 

vested  with  the  clerical  character,  than  the  the  clergy  must  be  considered  in  another  ligfab 

w^ole  tenour  of  his  conduct  was  seen  to  The  barbarians  gave  them  large  landed  pom 

change  aU  at  once ;  of  his  ponqmus  retinue  a  sessions ;  and  l^  giving  them  land,  they  garei 

£ew  plain  servants  only  reoutined ;  a  monastic  them  jurisdiction,  which,  according  to  then 

temperanco  regulated  his  taUe ;  and  his  lift,  notions,  was  inseparable  from  it.   They  mada 

in  ail  respects,  formed  to  the  most  rigid  au9>  them  an  order  in  the  state;  and  as  all  the.ordevtf 

terity,  seemed  to  (Mrepare  him  for  that  supe-  had  their  privileges,  the  clergy  had  theirs,  and 

riourity  he  was  resolved  to  assume,  and  the  were  no  less  steady  to  preserve,  and  ambitious 

conflicts  he  foresaw  he  must  undergo  in  this  to  extend  them.    Our  ancestors,  having  unitf> 

attempt  ed  the  church  dimities  to  the  secular  dignitiat 

It  will  not  be  unpleasing  to  pause  a  moment  of  baronies,  had  so  blended  tbe  ecelesiastieiA 

at  this  remarkable  period,  in  order  to  view  in  with  the  temporal  power  in  the  same  persoai^- 

what  consisted  that  greatness  of  the  derggr)  that  it  became  almost  impossible  to  separate 

which  enabled  them  to  bear  so  very  considier-  them.  The  ecclesiastical  was  however  preva> 

ahle  a  sway  in  all  public  afiairs ;  what  founda-  lent  in  this  composition,  drew  to  it  the  others 

tions  supported  the  weight  of  so  vast  a  power ;  supported  it,  and  was  supported  by  it.   Butil 

wh«[ice  it  had  its  origin ;  what  was  the  nature^  was  not  the  devotion  only,  but  the  necessity  of 

and  what  the  ground  of  the  immunities  they  the  times,  that  raised  the  clergy  to  the  exeealr 

claimed ;  that  we  may  the  more  fully  enter  of  this  greiOness.    Tbe  little  learning  whiclt 

into  this  important  controversy,  and  may  not  then  subsisted  remained  wholly  in  theur  handi. 

judge,  as  some  have  inconsiderately  done,  of  Few  among  the  lai^  could  even  read ;  conse* 

the  aflTairs  of  those  times  by  ideas  taken  from,  quently  the  clergy  al(me  were  proper  fbr  publie 

the  present  manners  and  opinions.  a^rs.    They  were  the  statesmen,  they  were. 

It  is  sufliciently  known,  that  the  first  Chria-  the  lawyers ;  from  them  were  often  talnn  the 

tians,  avoiding  the  Pagan  tribunals,  tried  moat  bailiflb  of  the  seigneurial  courts,  sometimes  tba. 

even  of  their  civil  causes  before  the  bishop,  sherifls  of  counties,  and  almost  constantly  tha 

who,  though  he  had  no  direct  coercive  power,  justiciaries  of  the  kingdom.     The  Nonaaa 

yet,  wielding  the  sword  of  excommunication,,  kings,  always  jealous  of  their  order,  ward: 

had  wherewithal  to  enforce  the  execution  of  always  forced  to  employ  them.   In  abbejrs  lfaa» 

his  judgments.    Thus  the  bishop  had  a  con-  law  was  studied ;  abbeys  were  the  palladiana. 

nderable  sway  in  temporal  afiairs,  even  before  of  the  public  liberty  by  the  custody  of  the  ragraL 

he  was  owned  by  the  temp<Mral  power.    But  chartwa  and  most  of  the  records.    Thusi  n^ 

the  emperours  no  sooner  became  Clwistiaii>  oessaiytothe.graatb^  their  knowledge  ;veM-> 
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labU  10  ibe  poor  by  tbeir  hospitality ;  dread&il  eootraets ;  in  a  word,  every  thing  whkb  did 

l»  att  bgr  tba  power  of  •Kcoamiimication,  the  not  touch  Itfei  or  feudal  property.    The  i«DO> 

charadarof  the  clergy  was  exalted  abore  every  ranee  of  the  bailif&  in  lay  courts,  who  were 

Ibinf  ia  the  state;  and  it  could  no  more  be  only  possessed  of  some  feudal  maxima,  and 

adiaiwisa  in  those  days,  than  it  is  possible  it  the  tradition  of  an  uncertain  custom,  made 

sbookl  be  so  in  ours.  this  recourse  to  the  q;>iritual  courts  the  more 

WilUam  the  Conqueroor  made  it  one  prin-  necessary,  where  they  could  judge  with  a  little 

cipal  point  of  his  politics  to  reduce  the  dergy ;  nore  exactness  l^  the  lights  of  the  canoo  and 

bat  aU  the  steps  he  took  in  it  were  not  equally  eivil  laws. 

well    ealcnlated   to  answer   this   intention.  This  jurisdiction  extended  itself  by  oonni* 

When  he  subjected  the  church  lands  to  mili-  Tance,  by  necessity,  by  custom,  by  abuse,  over 

laiy  senrioe,  the  dergy  complained  bitterly,  as  laypemns  and  affairs.    But  the  immunity  of 

jl  lessened  their  revenue ;  but  I  imagine  it  did  thie  dergy  from  lay  cognizances  was  claimed, 

■oC  lessen  dieir  power  in  proportion ;  for  by  not  only  as  a  privilege  essential  to  the  di^ 

ihM  regulation  they  came,  like  other  great  nity  of  their  order,  supported  by  the  canoos, 

Isvds,  to  have  their  military  vassals,  who  owed  and  countenanced  by  the  Roman  law,  \ml  as 

them  hooiafe  and  fealty ;  and  this  rather  in-  a  ri|ht  confirmed  by  all  the  antient  btws  of 

•raased  their  consideration  among  so  martial  England. 

a  people.      The  kings  who  succeeded  him,  Christianity,  coming  into  England  out  of 

riMogh  th^  also  aimed  at  redudng  the  ecde*  the  bosom  of  the  Roman  empire,  brou^t 

■iiatisil  power,  never  pursued  their  sdieme  along  with  it  all  those  ideas  of  immunity. 

Oi  a  great  or  legislative  principlo.     They  The  first  trace  we  can  find  of  this  exemptioo 

■esined  rather  desirous  of  enridiing  them-  firom  lay  jurisdiction  in  England  is  in  the  laws 

■ehres  by  the  abases  in  the  churdi,  than  of  Edieldred,^  it  is  more  fiilly  established  in 

earnest  to  eorrect  them.    One  day  they  plan-  tfiose  of  Ganate  ;t  hot  in  the  code  of  Henry 

Jered,  and  the   next  day  they  founded  mo-  the  First  it  is  twice  distinctly  affirmed.}   This 

Masteries,    as  their   rapaciousness  or    their  immunity  from  the  secular  jurisdiction,  whilst 

■eruples  chanced   to  predominate;    so  that  '  it  seemed  to  encourage  acts  of  vi<^nce  in  die 

•very  attenq>t  of  that  kind,  having  rather  the  dergy  towards  others,  encouraged  also  the 

air  of  tyranny  than  reformation,  could  never  vidence  of  others  against  them.    The  murder 

be  heartily  approved  or  seconded  by  the  body  of  a  clerk  could  not  be  minished  at  this  time 

•f  the  people.  by  death  ;  it  was  against  a  qiliilndl  person; 

The  bishops  must  always  be  considered  in  an  oioice  wholly  spiritual,  of  which  ne  seen- 

die  double  capacity  of  derks   and  barons.  lar  courts  took  no  sort  of  cognizaiica.    In  the 

Their  courts,  therefore,  had  a  do«d»le  jurisdic-  Saxon  times  two  circumstances  made  such  an 

tion ;  over  the  clergy  and  lai^  of  their  diocese,  exemption  less  a  cause  of  jealousy ;  the  sheriff 

for  the  cognizance  of  crimes  against  eccle-  sat  with  the  bishop,  and  the  spiritual  jurisdic- 

siastical  law ;  and  over  the  vassals  of  their  tion  was,  if  not  under  the  eontroul,  at  least 

barony,  as  lords  paramount.    But  these  two  under  the  inspection  of  the  lay  officer;  and 

departments,  so  different  in  their  nature,  they  then  as  neither  laity  nor  clergy  were  capitaQy 

fim|uently  confounded  by  making  use  of  the  punished  for  any  offence,  this  privilege  dul 

s|nritual  weapon  of  excommtmication  to  en-  not  create  so  invidious  and  glaring  a  distinc- 

force  the  judgments  of  both ;  and  this  setrtmce,  tion  between  them.    Such  was  the  power  of 

cutting  off  the  party  from  the  common  society  the  clergy,  and  such  the  immunities  which  die 

of  mankind,  lay  equally  heavy  on  all  ranks ;  king  proposed  to  diminish, 

for,  as  it  deprived  the  k>wersort  of  the  fellow-  Becket,  who  had  ponished  the  ecclesiastic 

ship  of  their  equals,  and  the  protection  of  their  for  his  crime  by  ecdesiastical  law,  refused  to 

Icnrd,  so  it  deprived  the  lord  of  the  services  of  deliver  him  over  to  the  secular  judges  for 

his  vassals,  whether  he  or  they  lay  under  the  forther  punishment ;  on  the  principle  of  law, 

sentence.     This  was  one  of  the  grievances  that  no  man  ought  to  be  twice  questioned  for 
which  the  king  proposed  to  redress.                >-«; 

As  some  sanctk>nofreligioa  is  mixed  with  , ,     „  ..  ,j    j     a:           w.       ^      .l,, 

almost  every  concern  of  civil  life,  and  as  the  flJJe?' fcc                          presbyter   homioda 

eodesiastieal  court  took  cognizance  of  all  reli-  [lL.  Canutl,  88.  de  minlstro  akaris  homi. 

gious  matters,  it  drew  to  itself  not  only  all  ctda.  Idem  40.  de  ordinate  capitis  300. 

questions  relative  to  tjrthes  and  advowsons  t  ^L-  ^'  ^  ^"^^  ^®  querela  yiciiionim,  and 

but  whatever  related  ta  imuriiuiMi  vniio  iki  ^*     ^^  ordinato  qui  vitam  forisfaciat,  in  Foed. 

i^^tmM^i^^u^^                            u  *  *!  Outhrem.  apud  Spel.  ConciL  376. 1st  vol.  LL. 

•statesofintwtatesjthebreacheaofoathaand  Edw.  DL  De  corrwtionc  ordinatorum. 
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the  same  ofience.    The  king,  provoked  at  this  Immediately  a  namber  of  suits,  on  Tariow 

oppositioo,  sommoned  a  coumdl  of  the  barons  |Mreteiices,  were  Gommenoed  i^aimt  him,  la 

and  bishops  at  Clarendon ;  and  here,  amoog  erery  one  of  which  he  was  sore  to  be  Ibfled  ; 

others  of  less  moment,  the  following  were  on-  but  these  making  no  deadty  blow  at  his  for- 

animooslj  dedared  to  be  the   antient  pre-  tmies,  he  was  called  to  aoooont  for  thirty 

rogatives  of  the  crown.    And  it  b  something  thousand  pounds,  whidi  he  was  accased  of 

remarkable,  and  certainly  makes  ranch  for  the  having  end>ezzled  during  his  chanceDorriiip. 

honour  of  their  moderation,  that  the  bishops  It  was  in  rain  that  he  pleaded  a  full  aoquit- 

and  abbots,  who  most  have  composed  so  large  tance  from  the  king's  son,  and  Richard  de 

and  weighty  a  part  of  the  great  council,  seem  Lucy,  the  guardian  and  justiciary  of  the  king>> 

not  only  to  have  made  no  opposition  to  rego-  dom,  on  his  resignation  of  the  seals ;  he  saw 

lations  whidi  so  remarkably  contracted  their  it  was  already  determined  against  him.    Far 

jurisdiction,  but  erea  seem  to  haye  forwarded  from  yielding  under  these  repeated  bfows,  he 

them.  raised  still  higher  the  ecdesiastical  preten- 

1st.  A  clerk  accused  of  any  crime  shall  ap-  sions,  now  become  necessary  to  his  own  pro- 
pear  in  the  king's  court,  that  it  may  be  judg-  lection.  He  refused  to  answer  to  the  diu^, 
ed  whether  he  belongs  to  ecdesiastical  or  se-  and  appealed  to  the  pope,  to  whom  alone  he 
cular  cognizance.  If  to  the  former,  a  deputy  seemed  to  acknowledge  any  real  sobjeetioD. 
shall  go  into  die  bishop's  court  to  obserye  the  A  great  ferment  ensued  on  this  appeal.  The 
trial ;  if  the  clerk  be  convicted,  be  diall  be  courtiers  advised  that  he  shookl  be  thrown 
delivered  over  to  the  king's  justiciary  to  be  into  prison,  and  that  his  temporalities  should 
punished.  be  seized.    The  bishops,  willing  to  redoee 

2d.  An  causes  concerning  presentation ;  all  Bediet  without  reducing  their  own  order,  pro- 
causes  concerning  Frankalmoigne ;  aD  actions  posed  to  accuse  him  before  the  pope,  and  to 
concerning  breach  of  &ith,  shall  be  tried  in  the  pursue  him  to  degradation.  Some  of  hSs 
king's  court.  friends  pressed  him  to  give  up  his  cause, 

Sd.  The  king's  tenant  in  eofiU  shall  not  be  others  urged  him  to  resign  his  dignity.    The 

excommunicated  without  the  king's  license.  king's  servants  threw  out  menaces  against  hii 

4th.  No  derk  shall  go  out  of  the  kingdom  lifo.     Amidst  this  general  confiBioo  of  pas- 

without  giving  security  that  he  will  do  nothing  sions  and  councib,  whilst  every  one  according 

to  the  prejudice  of  the  king  or  nation.    And  to  his  interests  expected  the  event  with  much 

all  appeals  diall  be  tried  at  home.  anxiety,  Be<^et,  in  Ae  di^ise  of  a  mobk, 

These  are  the  most  material  of  the  consti-  escaped  out  of  the  nation,  wd  threw  hims^ 

tutions  or  assizes  of  Clarendon,  famous  for  into  the  arms  of  the  king  of  France, 

having  been  the  first  legal  check  given  to  the  Henry  was  greatly  alarmed  at   diis  se- 

power  of  the  clergy  in  England.      To  give  cession,  which  put  the  ardibisfaop  out  of  his 

these  constitutions  the  greater  weight,  it  was  power,  but  left  him  in  full  possession  of  aB  hia 

thought  proper  that  they  should  be  confirmed  ecdesiastk^   weapons.    An    embassy   wit 

by  a  bull  from  the  pope.     By  this  step,  the  immediately  despatched  to  Rome,  in  order  to 

king  seemed  to  doubt  the  entireness  of  his  own  accuse  Becket ;  but  as  Becket  pleaded  the 

authority  in  his  dominions ;  and  by  calling  in  pope's  own  cause  before  the  pope  himself,  he 

foreign  aid,  when  it  served  his  purpose,  he  obtained  an  easy  victory  over  the  king's  am- 

gave  it  a  f(vce  and  a  sort  of  legal  sanction  bassadours.    Henry,  on  the  other  hand,  took 

when  it  came  to  be  employed  against  himself,  every  measure  to  maintain  his  authority:  he 

But  as  no  negotiation  had  prepared  the  pope  did  every  thing  worthy  of  an  able  politician, 

in  favour  of  laws,  designed  in  reality  to  abridge  and  of  a  king  tenacious  of  his  just  authority, 

his  own  power,  it  was  no  wonder  that  he  re-  He  likevrise  took  measures  not  only  to  huoritle 

jected  them  with  indignation.    Becket,  who  Becket,but  also  to  lower  that  chair,  whose  exal- 

had  not  been  prevailed  on  to  accept  them  but  tation  had  an  ill  influence  on  the  throne.     For 

with  infinite  reluctance,  was  no  sooner  ap-  he  encouraged  the  bishop  of  London  to  revive  a 

prized  of  the  pope's  disapprobation,  than  he  claim  to  the  priinacy  ;  and  thus,  by  making  the 

openly  declare]  his  own ;  he  did  penance  in  rights  of  the  see  at  least  dubious,  he  hoped  to 

the  humblest  manner  for  his  former  acquies-  render  future  prelates  more  cautious  Uk  the 

cence,  and  resolved  to  make  amends  for  it,  by  exercise  of  them.    He  inhibited,  under  the 

opposing  the  new  constitution  with  the  utmost  penalty  of  high  treason,  all  ecclesiastics  from 

zeal.     In  this  disposition,  the  king  saw  that  going  out  (^  his  dominions  without  license,  or 

the  archbishop  might  be  more  easily  ruined  any  emissary  of  the  pope's  or  ardibishop't 

than  humbled,  and,  his  ruin  was  resolved,  from  entering  them  with  letters  of  exoommuni* 
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catMB  or  iutwdict    And  that  he  mi^t  not  hy  the  titiation  of  his  affairs.    He  wis  do> 

soppl/  anus  against  himself,  the  Peter^pence  siroos  of  nourisbing  a  quarrel,  which  put  to 

were  cofincSed  with  the  fbrmer  care,  but  de-  redoubted  a  vassal  oo  the  defeasire,  but  be 

gained  in  the  royal  treasury,  that  matter  might  was  also  justly  fearful  of  driving  so  powerful » 

be  loft  to  Rome  both  for  hope  and  fear.    In  the  prince  to  forget  that  he  was  a  vasssL   All 

perMnal  treatment  of  Becket,  all  the  proceed-  parties,  however,  wearied  at  length  with  a 

ings  were  fiill  ci  anger ;  and  by  an  unneces*  contest  by  which  aU  were   distracted,  and 

sary  and  unjust  severity,  greatJy  discredited  which  in  its  issue  promised  nothing  favourable 

both  the  cause  and  diaracter  cf  the  king ;  for  to  any  of  them,  yielded  at  length  to  an  scoooh 

he  stripped  of  their  goods  and  banished  all  the  modation,  founded  lather  on  an  oblivion  uni 

ardibisbop's  kindred,  all  who  were  in  any  sort  silence  of  past  di^Hites,  than  on  the  setUetneal 

connected  with  him,  without  the  least  regard  of  terms  four  preserving  future  tranquillity. 

to  sex,  age  or  condition.    In  the  mean  time,  Becket  returned  in  a  sort  of  triumph  to  his 

Becket,8tung  with  these  affronts,  impatient  of  see.    Many  of  the  dignified  clergy,  and  not  t 

his  banishment,  and  burning  with  aU  the  fury  few  of  the  barons,  lay  under  ezcommuaicatioD 

and  the  same  zeal  which  had  occasioned  it,  con-  for  the  share  they  had  in  his  persecution;  but 

Unually  threatraed  the  king  with  the  last  ex-  neither  broken  by  adversity,  nor  softened  by 

ertioos  of  ecclesiastical  power ;  and  aU  things  good  fortune,  he  relented  nothing  of  his  se- 

were  thereby,  and  by  the  absrace  and  enmity  verify,  but  referred  them  all  for  their  absolutioB 

of  the  head  of  the  En^ish  church,  kept  in  great  to  the  Pq)e.    Their  resentments  were  revi?- 

confusioo.  ed  with  additional  bitterness;  new  afli^oots 

During   thb   unhappy   contention  several  were  offered  to  the  archbishop,  which  broo^t 

treaties  were  set  on  root ;  but  the  dbposition  on   new  excommunications    and    interdicts, 

of  an  the  parties,  who  interested  themselves  The  contention  thickened  on  all  sides,  and 

in  this  quarrel,  very  much  protracted  a  deter-  things  seemed    running  precipitately  to  the 

mination  in  favour  of  either  side.    With  re-  former  dangerous  extremities,  when  the  ao> 

gard  to  Rome,  the  then  pope  was  Alexander  count  of  these  contests  was  brou^t,  with  much 

ue  Third,  <»e  of  the  wisest  prelates  who  had  aggravation  against  Bucket,  to  the  ears  of  the 

ever  governed  that  see,  and  the  most  zealous  king,  then  in  Normandy ;  who,  foreseeing  a 

Ibr  extending  its  authority.    However,  though  new  series  of  troublesi  bi:oke  out  in  a  violent 

incessantly  solicited  by  Becket  to  excommu-  passicm  of  grief  and  anger,  "  I  have  no  friends, 

nicate  the  king,  and  to  lay  the  kingdom  under  or  I  had  not  so  long,  been    insulted  by  this 

an  interdict,  he  was  unwilling  to  keep  pace  haughty  priest!"  Four  knights,  who  attended 

with  the  violence  of  that  enraged  bi^bop.  liear  his  person,  thinking  that  the  complaints 

Becket's  view  was  single:  but  the  pope  had  of  a  king  are  orders  for  revenge,  and  hewing  a 

many  things  to  consider;  an  anlirpope  then  reward  equaj  to  the   importance   and  even 

subsisted,  Yfho  was  stongly  supported  by  the  guilt  of  the  service,  silently  departed ;  and 

emperour,  and  Henry  heui  actually  entered  passing  with  great  diligence  into  England,  in 

into  a  negotiation  with  this  emperour  and  this  a  short  time  they  arrived  at  Canterbury.  They 

pretended  pope.    On  the  other  hand,  the  king  entered  the  Cathedral ;  they  fell  on  the  arcb- 

k^ew  th^t  the  lower  sort  <^  people  in  England  bishop,  just  on  the  point  of  celebrating  divine 

were  generally  affected  to  the  arclibishop,  and  service ;  and  with  repeated  blows  of  their 

much  under  the  influence  of  the  clergy.    He  clubs,  they  beat  him  to  the  ground,  they  broke 

was  therefore  fearful  to  drive  the  pope  to  ex-  his  skull  in  pieces,  and  covered  the  altar  with 

tremities  by  wholly  renouncing  his  authority,  his  blood  and  brains. 

These  dispositions  in  the  two  principal  powers  The  horrour  of  this  barbarous  action,  in- 
made  way  for  several  conferences  leading  to  creased  by  the  sacredness  of  the  person  who 
peace.  But  for  a  k)ng  time  all  their  endea-  suffered,  and  of  the  place  where  it  was  com- 
vours  seemed  rather  to  infl|une  than  to  allay  ihitted,  diffused  itsef  oq  all  sides  with  incre- 
the  quarrel.  Whilst  the  ku^,  steady  in  as-  dible  rapidity ;  the  clergy,  in  whose  cause  he 
serting  his  rights,  remembered  with  bitter-  fell,  equalled  him  to  the  most  holy  martyrs ; 
ne89  the  archbishop's  opposition ;  and  whilst  compassion  fi)r.  his  fate  made  all  men  forget 
the  archbishop  maintained  the  claims  of  the  his  faults ;  and  the  report  of  frequent  miracles 
church  with  an  haughtiness  natural  to  him,  at  his  tomb  sanctified  his  cause  and  charac* 
and  which  was  only  augmented  bv  his  suffer-  ter,  and  threw  a  general  odium  on  the  king. 
"Sl!^*  '^ing  of  Prance  appeared  sometimes  What  became  of  Uie  murderers  is  uncertain; 
to.  forward,  sometimes  to  perplex  the  negotia-  they  were  neither  protected  by  the  1^,  noc 
npn ;  and  this  duplicify  seemed  to  be  dictated  punished  by  the  laws,  for  the  reason  we  have 
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noi  loB§  siira*  mrationed.    Tho  king,  with  spirit,  which  could  not  exert  itself  without  be* 

infinite  difficulty,  extricated  himself  from  the  ing  destructive  at  home.   And,  next,  as  he  had 

consequences  of  this  murder,  which  threar  obtained  tho  grant  of  Ireland  from  the  pop^ 

tened,  under  the  papal  banners,  to  arm  all  upon  condition  of  subjecting  it  to  Peter^pencOi 

Europe  against  him ;  nor  was  he  abscdved,  but  he  knew  that  the  speedy  performance  of  this 

by  renouncing  the  most  material  parts  of  the  condition  would  greatly  facilitate  his  recover** 

constitutions  of  Clarendon ;  by  purging  him-  ing  the  good  graces  of  the  court  of  Rome. 

self  upon  oath  of  the  murder  of  Becket ;  by  Before  we  give  a  short  narrative  of  the  reduo 

doing  a  very  humiliating  penance  at  his  tomb,  tion  of  Ireland,  I  propose  to  lay  open  to  the 

to  expiate  the  rash  words  which  had  given  reader  the  state  of  that  kingdom,  that  we  may 

occasion   to  his  death ;   and  by  engaging  to  see  what  grounds  Henry  had  to  hope  for  suo 

furnish  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  cess  in  this  expedition, 

the  holy  land,  and  taking  the  cross  himself  as  Ireland  is  about  half  as  large  as  England. 

800D  as  his  affairs  should  admit  it.     The  king  In  the  temperature  of  the  climate  there  is  little 

probably  thought  his  freedom  from  the  haughti-  difference,  other  than  that  more  rain  falls ;  as  the 

ness   of  Becket  cheaply  purchased  by  these  country  is  more  mountainous  and  exposed  fui) 

condescensions ;  and  without  question,  though  to  the  westerly  wind,  which  blowing  fi'om  the 

Becket  might  have  been  justifiable,  perhaps  Atlantic  Ocean  prevails  during  the  greater  part 

even  laudable  lor  his  steady  maintenance  of  of  the  year.     This  moisture,  as  it  has  enriched 

the  privileges,  which  his  church  and  his  order  the  country  with  large  and  frequent  rivers,  an4 

had  acquired  by  the  care  of  his  predecessors,  spread  out  a  number  of  fair  .and  magnificent 

and  of  which  he  by  his  place  was  the  depo-  lakes,  beyond  the  proportion  ofother  places  has 

sitory ;  yet  the  principles  upon  which  he  sup-  on  the  other  hand  encumberod  the  island  with 

ported  these  privileges,  subversive  of  all  good  an  uncommon  multitude  ofbogs  and  morasses ; 

government ;  his  extravagant  ideas  of  church  so  that  in  general  it  is  less  (vuised  for  com  than 

power ;  the  schemes  he  meditated  even  to  his  pasturage,  in  which  no  soU  is  more  rich  and 

death  U>  extend  it  yet  further ;  his  violent  and  luxuriant.    Whilst  it  possesses  these  mtemal 

unreserved  attachment  to  the  papacy,  and  that  means  of  wealth,  it  open»  on  all  sides  a  great 

inflexible  spirit,  which  all  his  virtues  rendered  number  of  ports  spacious  and  secure,  and  by 

but  the  more  dangerous,  made  his  death  as  their  advantageous  situati(»  inviting  to  uni- 

advantageous  at  that  time,  as  the  means,  by  versal  commerce.    But  on  these  ports,  better 

which  it  was  efibcted,  were  sacrilegious  and  known  than  those  of  Britain  in  the  time  o£ 

detestable.  the  Romans,  at  this   time  there   were  few 

Between  the  death  of  Becket  and  the  king's  towns,  scarce  any  fortifications,  and  no  trade 

absolution,  he  resolved  on  the  execution  of  a  that  deserves  to  be  mentioned, 

design,  by  which  he  reduced  under  his  domi-  The  people  of  Ireland  lay  claim  to  a  veiy 

nion  a  country  not  more  separated  from  the  extravagant  antiquity,  through  a  vanity  cobof 

rest  of  Europe  by  its  situation,  than  by  the  mon  to  all  nations.     The  accounts  which  are 

laws,  customs,  and  way  of  life  of  the  inhabit  given  by  their  antient  chronicles  of  their  first 

tants :  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  with  no  dif*  settlements,  are  generally  tales  confuted  by 

ference  but  that  of  religion,  still  retained  the  their  own  absurdity.    The  settlement  of  the 

native  manners  of  the  original  Celtae.    The  greatest  consequence,  the  best  authenticated, 

king  had  meditated  this  design  from  the  very  and  from  which  the  Irish  deduce  the  pedigree 

beginning  of  his  reign;  and  had  obtained  a  of  the  best  families,  is  derived  from  Spain;  it 

buU  from  the  then  pope,  Adrian  the  Fourth,  an  was  called   Clan  Milea,  or  the  descendants 

Englishman,  to  authorize  the  attempt.     He  of  Milesius  and  Kin  Scuit,  or  the  race  of 

weU  knew,  from  the  internal  weakness  and  Scyths,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of 

advantageous  situation  of  this  noble  island,  Scots.    The  Irish  historians  suppose  this  race 

tho  easiness  and  imp<Htance  of  such  a  con-  descended   from  a  person  called  Grathel,  a 

quest.    But  at  this  particular  time,  he  was  Scythian  by  birth,  an  iBgyptian  by  educatkni 

strongly  urged  to  his  engaging  personally  in  the  contemporary  and  firiend  of  the  prophet 

the  enterprise  by  two  other  powerful  motives.  Moses.    But  these  histories,  seeming  deal 

For,  first,  the  murder  of  Becket  had  bred  very  sighted  in  the  obscure  affairs  of  so  blind  an 

ill  humours  in  his  subjects ;  the   chiefii  c^  antiquity,  instead  of  passing  for  treasuries  oC 

whom,  always  impatient  o{  a  long  peace,  were  antient  facts,  are  regarded  by  the  judiciouaaa 

glad  of  any  pretence  for  rebellion  ;  it  was  modem  fictions.    In  cases  of  this  sort  rational 

tberejfore  expedient  and  serviceable  to  the  conjectures  are  more  to  be  relied  on  than  im- 

crown,  to  find  an  employment  abroad  (or  this  pn^able  relations.    It  is  most  probable  that 
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Ireland  wmt  6nt  peopled  from  Britain.    The  a  separate  goveniment.     It  was  ordered  bj  i 

ooasu  of  these  countries  are  in  some  places  diief,  who  was  not  raised  to  that  dignity 

in  sight  of  each  other.     The  languaip;,  the  either  by  dectioo  or  by  the  ordinary  come 

manoersi  and  religion  of  the  most  antient  in-  of  descent,  but  as  the  eldest  and  woc^iett  of 

habitants  of  boih  are  nearly  the  same.    The  the  blood  of  the  deceased  lord.     This  order 

Milesian  colony,  whenever  it  arrired  in  Ire-  of  soocessioo,  called  tanistiy,  was  aid  to 

bnd,  could  hare  made  no  great  change  in  the  hare  been  invented  in  the  Etamidi  troubles, 

manners  or  language,  as  the  antient  Spaniards  lest  the  tribe,  during  a  minority,  sImwU  have 

were  abranch  of  the  Celtae,  as  well  as  the  old  been  endangered  for  want  of  a  sufficient  leader, 

inhabitants  of  Ireland.     The  Irish  Unguage  It  was  probably  much  more  antient ;  bat  it 

Sfl  not  different  from  thai  of  all  other  nations,  was,  howerer,  attended  with  great  andpe^ 

as  Temple  and  Rapin,  from  ignorance  of  it,  nicious  inconveniences,  as  it  was  obrioialj 

have  asserted;  en  Uie  contrary,  many  of  its  an    affair  of   difficulty   to    determine  wbo 

words  bear  a  remarkable  resemblance  not  only  liiould  be  called  the  worthiest  of  die  blood; 

to  those  of  the  WeUi  and  Armoric,  but  also  and  adoor  being  always  left  open  for  ambitioo, 

to  the  Greekmnd  Latin.    Neither  is  the  figure  this  order  introduced  a  greater  mischief  than 

of  the  letters  very  different  from  the  vulgar  it  was  intended  to  remedy.    Almost  ererr 

duu«cter,  thou^  their  order  is  not  the  same  tribe,  besides  its  contention  with  the  Dei|b- 

with  that  of  Oher  nations,  nor  the  names,  bouring  tribes,  nourished  faction  and  discon- 

which  are  taken  from  the  Irish  proper  names  tent  within  itself.     The  chiefs  we  speak  of, 

of  several  species  of  trees;  a  circumstance  were  in  general  called  tiema  or  lords,  and 

which,  notwithstanding  their  similitude  to  the  those  of  more  consideration  riagfa  or  kings; 

Roman  letters,  argues  a  different  original  and  over  these  were  placed  five  kings  more  emi- 

great  antiquity.    The  Druid  discipline  an-  nent  than  the  rest,  answerable  to  the  fire 

tiently  flourished  in  that  idand ;  in  the  fourth  provinces  into  which  the  island  was  antientlj 

oentivy  it  fell  down  before  the  preaching  of  St.  divided.    These  again  were   subordinate  to 

Patrick ;  then  the  Christian  religion  was  em-  one  head,  wbo  was  called  monardi  of  all 

braced  and  ctdtivated  with  an  uncommon  zeal,  Ireland,  raised  to  that  power  by  dectioo,  or, 

which  displayed  itself  in  the  number  and  coo-  more  properly  speaking,  by  violence, 
sequence  of  the  persons  who  in  all  parts  em-         Whilst  the  dignities  of  the  state  were  dis- 

braced  the  contemplative  life.    This  mode  of  posed  of  by  a  sort  of  election,  the  office  of 

life,  and  the  situation  of  Ireland,  removed  judges,  who  were  called  Brehons,  the  trades 

from  the  horrour  of  those  devastations  which  of  mechanics,  and  even  those  arts  which  we 

shook  the  rest  of  Europe,  made  it  a  refuge  for  are  ^t  to  consider  as  dependii^  principally 

learning,    almost  extinguished   every  where  onjmtural  genius,  such  as  poetry  and  music, 

else.    Science  flourished   in  Ireland   during  were  confined  in  succession  to  certain  races; 

the  seventh  and  eighth  centuries.     The  same  the  Irish  imagining  that  greater  advantages 

cause  which  destroyed  it  in  other  countries,  were  to  be  derived  frcrni  an  early  institutioa, 

also  destroyed  it  there.    The  Danes,  then  and  the  affection  of  parents  desirous  of  per- 

Pagans,  made  themselves  masters  of  the  is-  petuating  the  secrets  of  their  art  in  dieir 

land,  after  a  long  and  wasteful  war,  in  which  families,  than  from  the  casual  efforts  of  par* 

they  destroyed  the  sciences  along  with  the  ticular  fancy  and  application.     This  is  mocb 

monasteries,  in  which  they  were  cultivated,  in  the  strain  of  the  eastern  policy ;  but  these 

By  as  destructive  a  war  they  were  at  length  and  many  other  of  the  Irish  institutions,  well 

expelled ;  but  neither  their  antient  science  nor  enou^  calculated  to  preserve  good  arts  and 

repose  returned  to  the  Irish ;  who,  falling  into  useful  discipline,  when   these  arts  came  to 

domestic  distractions  as  soon  as  they  were  degenerate,  were   equally  well  calculated  to 

freed  from  their  foreign  enemies,  sunk  quickly  prevent  all  improvement,  and  to  perpetuate 

into  a  state  of  ignorance,  poverty,  and  barba-  corruption,  by  infusing   an  invincible  tena- 

rism ;  which  must  have  been  very  great,  since  ciousness  of  antient  customs, 
it  exceeded  that  of  the  rest  of  Europe.     The         The  people  of  Ireland  were  much  more 

disorders  in  the  diurch  were  equal  to  those  in  addicted  to  pasturage    than   agriculture,  not 

the  civil  oaconomy,  and  furnished  to  the  pope  more  from  the  quality  of  their  soil  than  from 

a  plausible  pretext  for  giving  Henry  a  com-  a  remnant  of  the  Scythian  manners.    Thej 

mission  to  conquer  the  kingdom  in  order  to  had  but  few  towns,  and  those  not  fortified, 

r^nn  it.  each  clan  living  dispersed  over  its  own  terri- 

The  Irish  were  divided  into  a  number  of  tory.    The  few  walled  towns  they  had  lay  on 

tribes  or  clans,  each  dan  forming  within  itself  the  sea  coast ;  they  were  built  by  the  Duies, 
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•nd  held  after  they  had  lost  their  conquests  in  with  an  incredible  rapidity  of  success  they 
die  inland* parts;  here  was  carried  on  the  reduced  Waterford, Dublin,  and  Limerick,  the 
litde  fi>reifn  trade  which  the  island  then  pos-  only  considerable  cities  in  Ireland.  By  the 
■essed.  novelty  of  their  arms  they  had  obtained  some 
The  InA  militia  was  of  two  kinds;  (me  striking  advantages  in  their  first  engagements; 
caHed  fteras,  which  were  foot,  slightly  armed  and  by  these  advantages  they  attained  a  supe- 
whh  a  long  knife  or  dagger,  and  almost  naked;  riourity  of  opinion  over  the  Irish,  which  eveiy 
the  other  gaUogkuKSj  who  were  horse,  poorly  success  increased.  Before  the  effect  of  this 
moanted,  and  generally  armed  only  with  a  first  impression  had  time  to  wear  off,  Henry, 
battle-axe.  Neither  horse  nor  foot  made  having  settled  his  affairs  abroad,  entered  the 
much  use  of  the  spear,  the  sword,  or  the  bow.  harbour  of  Cork  with  a  fleet  of  four  hundred 
With  indifferent  arms,  they  had  still  worse  sail,  at  cmce  to  secure  the  conquest,  and  the 
discipline.  In  these  circumstances,  their  allegiance  of  the  conquerours.  The  fame  of 
natural  bravery,  which,  though  considerable,  so  great  a  force  arriving  under  a  prince  dread- 
was  not  superiour  to  that  of  their  invaders,  ed  by  all  Europe,  very  soon  disposed  all  the 
stood  them  in  little  stead.  petty  princes,  with  their  King  Roderick,  to  sub- 
Such  was  the  situation  of  things  in  Ireland,  mit  and  do  homage  to  Henry.  They  had  not 
when  Dermot,  king  of  Leinster,  having  vio*  been  able  to  resist  the  arms  of  his  vassals, 
lently  carried  away  the  wife  of  one  o(  the  and  they  hoped  better  treatment  from  submit- 
neigfabouring  petty  sovereigns,  Roderick,  king  ting  to  the  ambition  of  a  great  king,  who  left 
of  Connaught,  and  monarch  of  Ireland,  join-  them  every  thing  but  the  honour  of  their  in> 
ed  with  the  injured  husband  to  punish  so  dependency,  than  from  the  avarice  of  adven- 
flagrant  an  outrage ;  and  with  their  united  turers,  from  which  nothing  was  secure.  The 
forces  spoiled  Dermot  of  his  territories,  and  bishops  and  the  body  of  the  clergy  greatly 
obliged  him  to  abandon  the  kingdom.  The  contributed  to  this  submission,  firoro  respecit 
fugitive  prince,  not  unapprized  of  Henry's  to  the  pope,  and  the  horrour  of  their  late 
designs  upon  his  country,  threw  himself  at  his  defeats,  which  they  began  to  regard  as  judg- 
feet,  implored  his  protection,  and  promised  to  ments.  A  naticmal  council  was  held  at 
hold  ei  him,  as  his  feudatory,  the  sovereignty  Cashel  for  bringing  the  church  of  Ireland  to 
lie  should  recover  by  his  assistance.  Henry  a  perfect  conformity,  in  rites  and  discipline^  to 
was  at  this  time  at  Guienne ;  nothing  could  be  that  of  England.  It  is  not  to  be  thought,  that 
more  agreeable  to  him  than  such  an  incident ;  in  this  council  the  temporal  interests  of  Eng- 
bot  as  his  French  dominions  actually  lay  under  land  were  entirely  forgotten.  Many  of  the 
aa  interdict,  on  account  of  his  quarrel  with  English  were  established  in  their  particular 
Becket,  and  all  his  affairs,  both  at  home  and  conquests,  under  the  tenure  of  knights*  ser- 
abroad,  were  in  a  troubled  and  dubious  situa-  vice,  now  first  introduced  into  Ireland ;  a 
tion,  it  was  not  prudent  to  remove  his  person,  tenure  which,  if  it  has  not  proved  the  best 
nor  venture  any  considerable  body  of  his  calculated  to  secure  the  obedience  of  the  vaa- 
forces,  on  a  distant  enterprise.  Tet  not  wil-  sal  to  the  sovereign,  has  never  failed  in  any 
ling  to  lose  so  favourable  an  opportunity,  he  instance  of  preserving  a  vanquished  people  in 
warmly  recommended  the  cause  of  Dermot  obedience  to  the  conquerours.  The  English 
to  his  regency  in  England,  permitting  and  lords  built  strong  castles  on  their  demesnes ; 
encouraging  all  persons  to  arm  in  his  favour:  they  put  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  tribes, 
a  permission,  in  this  age  of  enterprise,  gree-  whose  chiefs  they  had  slain ;  they  assumed 
dily  accepted  by  many ;  but  the  person  who  the  Irish  garb  and  manners ;  and  thus  partly 
brought  the  most  assistance  to  it,  and  indeed  by  force,  partly  by  policy,  the  first  Englirii 
gave  a  form  and  spirit  to  the  whole  design,  families  took  a  firm  root  in  Ireland.  It  was 
was  Richard,  earl  of  Striaul,  commonly  indeed  long  before  they  were  able  entirely  to 
known  by  the  name  of  Strongbow.  Dermot,  subdue  the  island  to  the  laws  of  Englauid ; 
to  confirm  in  his  mterest  this  potent  and  but  the  continual  efforts  of  the  Irish,  for  more 
warlike  peer,  promised  him  his  daughter  in  than  four  hundred  years,  proved  insufficient 
marriage,  with  the  reversion  of  his  crown,  to  dislodge  them. 

The  beginnings  of  so  great  an  enterprise  were  Whilst  Henry  was  extending  his  conquest 
formed  with  a  very  slender  force.  Not  four  to  the  western  limits  of  the  known  worU,  the 
hundred  men  landed  near  Wexford ;  they  took  whole  fabric  of  his  power  was  privately 
the  town  by  storm.  When  reinfbrced  they  sapped  and  undermined,  and  ready  to  over- 
did not  exceed  twelve  hundred ;  but,  being  whelm  him  with  the  ruins,  in  the  very  mo> 
joined  with  three  thousand  men  by  Dermot,  ment  when  he  seemed  to  be  arrived  at  the 
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Idgheit  and  movt  permanent  point  oTgrandettr  En^and,  were  ready  to  take  op  arma  io  ihi 
«od  gkwy.    His  ezceseive  power,  hie  cooti-  same  canee ;  wbetber  it  wae,  th<l  tkey  pe^ 
Bual  aoceeeion  to  it,  and  an  ambition,  which  ceived  the  aniibrm  plan  the  kia^  had  peimed 
by  words  and  actions  declared  that  the  whole  in  order  to  their  reduction,  or  were  soieiy  in* 
world  was  not  sofficieDt  for  a  great  man,  stigated  by  the  natlind  fierceness  and  levity  of 
flitrock  a  just  terrour  into  all  the  potentates  their  minds,  fond  of  every  dangeroos  noTehy. 
near  him ;  he  was  indeed  arrived  at  that  pitch  The  historians  of  ^taX  time  seldom  afford  us 
of  greatness,  that  the  means  of  his  ruin  could  a  tolerable  insight  into  tlie  causes  of  tJM 
only  be  found  in  his  own  family.    A  numerous  transactions  they  relate ;   bat  whatever  wen 
oflbpring,  which  is  gnerally  considered  as  the  the  causes  of  so  extraordinary  a  coaspincjr, 
best  defence  of  the  throne,  and  the  support  as  it  was  not  discovwed  uotii  the  moment  it  wu 
well  as  ornament  of  declining  royalty,  proved  ready  for  execution.     The  first  token  of  it 
on  this  occasion  the  principal  part  of  the  dan-  appeared  in  the  yoimg  king's  diemand  to  have 
ger.    Henry  had  in  his  lawful  bed,  besides  eitfier  England  or  Nomoandy  given  up  to  hio. 
daughters,  four  sons,  Henry,  Richard,  Qeofirey,  The  refusal  of  tfans  demand  served  as  a  si^ 
and  John,  all  growing  up  with  great  hopes  to  all  parties  to  put  themsehres  in  motios. 
from  their  early  courage  and  love  of  glory.  The  younger  Henry  fled  into  France.    Lewis 
No  fiuher  was  ever  more  delighted  with  these  entered  Normandy  with  a  vast  annf.    The 
hopes,  nor  more  tender  and  indulgent  to  his  barons  of  Bretagne  under  Geofii-ey,  snd  tfiose 
children.    A  custom  had  l(Hig  prevailed  in  of  Guienne  under Ridiard,  rose  inarms;  th« 
France  for  the  reigning  king  to  crown  his  king  of  Scotland  pierced  into  England ;  and 
eldest  son  in  his  life-time.      By  this  policy,  the  earl  of  Leicester,  at  the  head  of  fonrteea 
in  turbulent  times,  and  whilst  the  principles  thousand  Flemings,  landed  in  Suffolk. 
of  succession  were  unsettled,  he  secured  the  It  was  on  this  trying  occask>rt  that  Henry 
crown  to  his  posterity.      Henry  gladly  imita-  displayed    a  greatness    independent   of  all 
ted  a  policy  enforced  no  less  by  paternal  affeo  fortune.    For,  beset  by  all  the  neighbouring 
lion,  than  its  utility  to  public  peace.    He  had,  powers,  opposed  by  his   own   chU^nea,  be« 
during  his  troubles  with  Becket,  crowned  his  trayed  by  his  wife,  abandoned  by  one  part 
■on  Henry,  then  no  more  than  sixteen  yemrs  of  his  subjects,  uncertain  of  the  rest,  every 
•Id.    But  tho  young  king,  even  on  the  day  part  of  bis  estate  rotten  and  suspicious,  1^ 
of  his  coronation,  discovered  an  haughtiness  magnanimity  grew  beneath  the  danger ;  and 
which  threathened  not  to  content  itself  with  when  all  the   ordinary  resources  failed,  be- 
the  share  of  authority  to  which  the  inexp^  found  superiour  reaooroea  in  his  own  courage, 
rienee  of  his  youth  and  the  nature  of  a  pir^  wisdom,  and  activity.     There  were  at  that- 
visional  crown  confined  him.    The  name  of  time  dispersed  over  Europe  bodies  <^  mep> 
a  king  continually  reminded  him,  that  he  only  oenary  troops,  called  Braban^ons,  composed 
possessed  the  name.    The  king  of  France,  of  fugitives  from  different  nations ;  men  who 
vi^xwe  daughter  he  had  espoused,  fomented  were  detached  from  any  country,  and  who,  by 
a  discontent,  which   grew  with  his   years,  making  war  a  perpetual  trade,  and  passing 
Geoffrey,  wlio  had  married  the  heiress  of  firom  service  to  service,  had  acquired  an  ezpe- 
Bretagne,  on  the  death  of  her  father,  claimed'  rienoe  and  military  knowledge  uncommon  in 
to  no  purpose  the  entire  sovereignty  of  his  those  days.    Henry  took  twenty  thousand  of 
wife's   inheritance ;  which  Henry,  under  a  these  mercenaries  into  his  service,  and  as  be 
pretence  of  gaurdianship  to  a  son  of  full  age,  paid  them  punctually,  and  kept  them  always 
still  retained  in  his  hands.    Richard  had  not  in  action,  Uiey  served  him  with  fidelity.    The 
the  same  plausible  pretences,  but  he  had  yet  papal  authority,  so  often  subeervient,  so  (Aem 
greater  ambition.  He  contended  for  the  dutoby  prejudicial  to  his  designs^  he  called  to  his  a»> 
of  Ghiienne  before  his  mother's  death,  which  sistance  in  a  cause  which  did  not  misbecome 
alone  couki  give  him  the  colour  of  a  title  to  it.  it ;  the  cause-  of  a  father  attacked  by  his  chil- 
The  queen,  his  mother,  hurried  on  by  her  dren.    This  took  off  the  ill  impression  left  bj 
own  unquiet  spirit,  or  as  some  think,  stimu-  Becket's  death,  and  kept  the  bishops-  firm  in 
lated  by  jealousy,  encouraged  their  rebellion  their  allegiance.     Having  taken  his  raeaswes- 
against  her  husband.    The  king  of  France,  with  judgment,  he  pursued  the  war  in  Nor- 
who  moved  all  the  other  engines,  engaged  the  mandy  with  vigour.    In  thia  war  his  meree- 
king  of  Scotland,  the  earl  of  Flancfers,  then  naries  had  a  great  and  visible  advantage  over 
ft  powerful  prince,  the  earl  of  Bbis,  and  the  the  feudal  armies  of  France ;  the  Iftiter  noteo 
•ari'  of  Bouk>gne,  in  the  conspiracy.    The  mefol,  while  thegrremaiB«l  in  the  field,  enl^md 
barona  in  Bretagne,  in  Gnienne,  and  even  in  it  Uite  int  the  wmmsr^  nndiramwnriy  lefti^ia 
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forty  days.  The  king  of  France  was  forced  great  barons,  and  even  of  the  sheriffi,  who 
to  raise  the  Jieige  of  Yemeuil,  to  evacuate  were  hardly  more  obedient :  an  institutiao 
N^ormandy,  and  agree  to  a  truce.  Then  at  the  which,  with  great  public  advantages,  has  r^ 
head  of  his  victorious  Brabancons  Henry  mained  to  our  times.  In  the  spirit  of  the 
inarched  into  Britanny  with  an  incredible  ex-  same  policy  he  armed  the  whole  body  of  tho 
peditton ;  the  rebellious  army,  astonished  as  people ;  the  English  commonalty  had  been  io 
wnch  by  the  cderity  of  his  march  as  the  fury  a  manner  disarmed  ever  since  the  conquest. 
oi  his  attack,  was  totally  routed.  The  prin-  In  this  regulation  we  may  probably  trace  the 
cipal  towns  and  castles  were  reduced  soon  origin  of  the  militia;  which,  being  under  tht 
aftw.  The  custody  of  the  conquered  country  orders  of  the  crown  rather  in  a  political  than 
being  lodged  in  faithful  hands,  he  flew  to  the  a  feudal  respect,  were  judged  more  to  be  re- 
relief  of  England.  There  his  natural  son  lied  on  than  the  soldiers  of  tenure,  to  whose 
Geoi&ey,  bishop  elect  of  Ely,  faithful  during  pride  and  power  they  might  prove  a  sort  of 
the  rebellion  of  all  his  legitimate  ofl&pring,  counterpoise.  Amidst  these  changes  the  af* 
steadily  maintained  his  cause,  though  with  fairs  of  the  clergy  remained  untouched.  The 
forces  much  inferiour  to  his  zeal.  The  king,  king  had  experienced  how  dangerous  it  was  to 
before  he  entered  mto  action,  thou^t  it  expo-  atteo^  removiqg  foundations  so  deeply  laid 
dient  to  perform  his  expiation  at  the  tomb  of  both  in  strength  and  opinion.  He  theref(Hre 
Becket.  Hardly  had  he  finished  this  cere-  wisely  aimed  at  acquiring  the  favour  of  that 
numy  when  the  news  an'ived  that  the  Scotch  body,  and  turning  to  his  own  advantage  a 
army  was  totally  defeated,  and  their  king  made  power  he  should  in  vain  attempt  to  oveiw 
prisoner.  This  victory  was  universally  attri-  throw,  but  which  he  might  set  up  against 
buted  to  the  prayers  of  Becket ;  and  whilst  it  another  power,  which  it  was  eqiaily  \ub  in- 
established  the  credit  of  the  new  saint,  it  es-  terest  to  reduce. 

tabltshed  Henry  in  the  minds  of  his  people ;  Though  these  measures  were  taken  vriik 
they  no  longer  looked  upon  their  king  as  an  the  greatest  judgment,  and  seemed  to  pro^ 
object  of  the  divine  vengeance,  but  as  a  peni-  mise  a  peaceful  evening  to  his  reign,  the  seeds 
tent  reconciled  to  heaven,  and  under  the  special  of  rebellion  remained  still  at  home,  and  the 
protection  of  the  martyr  he  had  made.  The  dispositions  that  nourished  them  were  rather 
Flemish  army,  after  several  severe  checks,  increased  abroad.  The  parental  authorityi 
capitulated  to  evacuate  the  kingdom.  The  respectable  at  all  times,  ought  to  have  the 
rebellious  barons  submitted  soon  afler.  All  greatest  force  in  times  when  the  manners  are 
was  quiet  in  England ;  but  the  king  c^  France  rude  and  the  laws  imperfect.  At  that  time 
renewed  hostilities  in  Normandy,  and  laid  Europe  had  not  emerged  out  of  barbarism ; 
siege  to  Rouen.  Henry  recruited  his  army  yet  this  great  natural  bond  of  society  was  ex- 
with  a  body  of  auxiliary  Welch,  arrived  at  tremely  weak.  The  number  of  foreign  oblir 
Rouen  with  his  usual  expedition,  raised  the  gatioos  and  duties  almost  dissolved  the  famify 
siege,  and  drove  the  king  ef  France  quite  out  obligaticms.  From  the  moment  a  young  man 
of  Normandy.  It  was  ^en  that  he  agreed  to  was  knighted,  so  far  ^  related  to  his  fathery 
an  accommodation ;  and  in  the  terms  of  peace,  he  became  absolute  master  of  his  own  coop 
which  he  dictated  in  the  midst  of  victory,  to  duct ;  but  he  contracted  at  the  same  a  time  a 
his  sons,  his  subjects,  and  his  enemies,  diere  sort  of  filial  relation  with  the  person  who  had 
was  seen  on  one  hand  the  tenderness  c^  a  &-  knighted  him.  These  various  principles  of 
tber,  and  on  the  other  the  OKxieration  of  a  duty  distracted  <Mie  another.  The  custom 
wise  man,  not  insensible  of  the  mutability  of  which  then  prevailed,  of  bestowing  lands  and 
fortune.  jurisdictioias  under  the  name  of  appanages  to 
The  war,  which  threatened  his  ruin,  being  the  sons  of  kings  and  the  greater  nobility, 
so  happily  ended,  the  greatness  of  the  danger  gave  them  a  power  which  was  frequently  em- 
served  only  to  enhance  his  glory;  whilst  he  ployed  against  the  giver;  and  the  military  and 
saw  the  king  of  France  humbled,  the  Flem-  licentious  manners  ci  the  age  almost  do- 
ings defeated,  the  king  of  Scotland  a  prisoner,  stroyed  every  trace  o(  every  kind  of  regular 
and  his  sons  and  subjects  reduced  to  the  authority.  Jn  the  east,  where  the  rivalship  of 
bounds  o£  their  duty.  He  em(rfoyed  this  in-  brothers  is  so  dangerous,  such  is  the  force  of 
torval  of  peace  to  secure  its  continuance,  and  paternal  power  among  a  rude  people,  we 
to  prevent  a  return  of  the  like  evils ;  for  which  scarce  ever  hear  of  a  son  in  arms  against  hii 
reason  he  made  many  reforms  in  the  laws  father.  In  Europe,  for  several  ages  it  was 
and  poUty  of  his  dominions.  He  instituted  very  common.  It  was  Henry's  great  mis- 
itioeriDt  insticesi  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  fortune  to  suffer  in  a  particular  msnaer  (rom 
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duB  diBord«r.    Philip  siiceeded  Lewk  king  of 

France ;  he  IbUowed  closely  the  plan  of  his  CHAPTER  YH. 
predecessour,  to  reduce  the  great  vassals,  and 

the  king  of  England,  who  was  the  greatest  of  rkioh  of  richa&d  i. 
them ;  but  he  followed  it  with  &r  more  skill 

and  vigour,  though  he  made  use  of  the  same  Whiut  Henry  lived,  the  king  of  Franoe 
instruments  in  the  work.  He  revived  the  had  always  an  effectual  means  of  breaking 
spirit  of  rebellion  in  the  princes,  Henry's  sons,  his  power  by  the  divisionB  in  bis  &mily.  Bat 
These  young  princes  were  never  in  harmony  now  Richard  succeeded  to  all  the  power  of 
with  each  other,  but  in  a  confederacy  against  his  &ther,  with  an  equal  ambition  to  extend  it, 
their  father  ;  and  the  father  had  no  recourse,  with  a  temper  infinitely  more  fiery  and  im- 
bot  in  the  melancholy  safety  derived  from  the  petuous,  and  firee  from  every  impedknent  of 
disunion  of  his  children.  This  he  thought  it  internal  dissension.  These  circumstances  ^ 
expedient  to  increase  ;  but  such  policy  when  led  the  mind  of  Philip  with  great  and  just 
discovered  has  always  a  dangerous  efiect.  uneasiness.  There  was  no  security  but  in 
The  sons  having  just  quarrelled  enough  to  finding  exercise  for  the  entei^wising  genius 
give  room  for  an  explanation  of  each  other's  of  the  young  king  at  a  distance  fiom  home, 
designs,  and  to  display  those  of  their  father.  The  new  crusade  aSbrded  an  advantageota 
enter  into  a  new  conspiracy.  In  the  midst  of  opportunity.  A  little  before  his  6ttb«'s  deaths 
these  motions,  the  3roung  king  dies,  and  showed  Richard  had  taken  the  cross  in  oonjonctkB 
at  his  death  such  signs  of  a  sincere  rapen*  with  the  king  of  France.  So  precipitate  were 
tance,  as  served  to  revive  the  old  king's  ten-  the  foars  of  that  monarch,  that  Richard  was 
demess,  and  to  take  away  all  comfort  for  his  hardly  crowned  when  ambassadours  were  de- 
loss.  The  death  of  his  third  son,  Greoffi^,  spached  to  England  to  remind  him  of  his  ob- 
followed  dose  upon  the  heels  of  this  funeraL  ligation,  and  to  pique  his  pride  by  acquainting 
He  died  at  Paris,  whither  he  had  gone  to  con-  him,  that  their  master  was  even  then  in  readi- 
cert  measures  against  his  father.  Richard  ness  to  fulfil  his  part  of  their  common  vow. 
and  John  remained;  Richard,  fiery,  restless,  An  enterprise  of  this  sort  was  extremely  agree* 
ambitious,  openly  took  up  arms,  and  pursued  able  to  the  genius  of  Richard,,  where  reli- 
the  war  with  implacable  rancour,  and  such  gion  sanctified  the  thirst  of  military  gkiry; 
success,  as  drove  the  king,  in  the  decline  of  and  where  the  glory  Its^  seemed  but  the  more 
his  life,  to  a  dishonourable  treaty ;  nor  was  he  desirable  by  being  unconnected  with  interest, 
then  content,  but  excited  new  troubles.  John  He  immediately  accepted  the  proposal,  and 
was  his  youngest  and  favourite  child ;  in  him  resolved  to  insure  the  success  as  well  as  the 
he  reposed  all  his  hopes,  and  consoled  himself  lustre  of  his  expedition  by  the  magnificence 
for  the  undutifulness  of  his  other  sons;  but  of  his  preparations.  Not  content  with  the 
after  concluding  the  treaty  with  the  king  of  immense  treasures  amassed  by  his  father,  he 
France  and  Richard,  he  found  too  soon,  that  dreyr  in  vast  sums  by  the  sak  of  almost  ail 
John  had  been  as  deep  as  any  in  the  con-  the  demesnes  of  the  crown,  and  of  every  office 
■piracy.  This  was  his  last  wound ;  afflicted  under  it,  not  excepting  those  of  the  highest 
by  his  children  in  their  deaths,  and  harassed  trust.  The  clergy,  whose  wealth  and  policy 
in  their  lives ;  mortified  as  a  father  and  a  king ;  enabled  them  to  take  advantage  of  the  necessi^ 
worn  down  with  cares  and  sorrows,  more  than  and  weakness  of  the  croises,  were  generally 
with  years,  he  died,  cursing  his  fortune,  his  the  purchasers  of  both.  To  secure  his  domi- 
children,  and  the  hour  of  his  birth.  When  nknis  in  his  absence,  he  made  an  alliance  with 
he  perceived  that  death  approached  him,  by  theprincesofWales,  and  with  the  king  of  Scot- 
his  own  desire,  he  was  carried  into  a  church  land.  To  the  latter,  he  released  for  a  sum  of 
and  laid  at  the  altar's  foot.  Hardly  had  he  money  the  homage  which  had  been  extorted 
expired,  when  he  was  stripped,  then  forsaken  by  his  father. 

by  his  attendants,  and  lefl  a  long  time  a  naked  His  brother  John  gave  bim  most  uneasiness ; 

and   unheeded  body,  in  an  empty  church  ;  hot  finding  it  unworthy  or  impracticable  to  use 

afibrding  a  just  consolation  for  the  obscurity  the  severe  methods  of  jealous  policy,  he  resohr- 

of  a  mean  fortune,  and  an  instructive  lesson  ed  to  secure  his  fidelity  by  loading  him  with 

how  little  an  outward  greatnras  and  enjoy-  braefits.    He  bestowed  on  hkn  six  earldoms, 

nients  foreign  to  the  mind  contribute  towards  and  gave  him  in  marriage  the  lady  Avisa,  sole 

a  solid  felicity,  in  the  example  of  one  who  heiress  of  the  great  house  of  Gloucester;  but 

was  the  greatest  of  kings  and  the  unhappiest  as  he  gave  him  no  share  in  dio  regoicy,  he 

of  mankind.  increased  his   power,  and  left  him  disooii- 
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tented,  in  a  kingdom  committed  to  the  care  of  Jerusalem  ;  in  whom  descendants  it  continued 

new  men,  who  had  merited  their  places  by  ibr  sevend  generations ;  until  passing  by  mar-' 

their  money.  riage  into  die  family  of  Comaro,  a  Venetian 

It  will  be  proper  to  take  a  view  of  the  con*  nobleman,  it  was  acquired  to  that  state,  the 

dition  of  the  holy  land,  at  the  time  when  this  only  state  in  Europe  which  had  any  real  bene- 

third  crusade  was  set  on  foot,  to  repair  the  fit  by  all  the  blood  and  treasure  lavished  in 

faults  committed   in  the  two  former.     The  the  holy  war. 

conquests  of  the  croises,  extending  over  Pa-  Richard  arrived  in  Palestine  some  time 
lestine  and  a  part  of  Syria,  had  been  erected  after  the  king  of  France  ;  his  arrival  gave  new 
into  a  sovereignty  under  the  name  of  the  king-  vigour  to  the  operations  of  the  croises.  He 
dom  of  Jerusalem.  This  kingdom,  ill  ordered  reduced  Acre  to  surrender  at  discretion, 
within,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  powerful  which  had  been  in  vain  besieged  for  two 
enemies,  subsisted  by  a  strength  not  its  own  years,  and  in  the  siege  of  which  an  infinite 
(or  near  ninety  years.  But  dissensions  aris-  number  of  Ghristains  had  perished  ;•  uid  so 
ing  abdut  the  succession  to  the  crown  betwe«i  much  did  he  distinguish  himself  on  this  and 
Guy  of  Lusignan,  and  Raymond,  earl  of  Tri-  on  all  occasions,  Uiat  the  whole  expedition 
p(4i ;  Guy,  either  because  he  thought  the  as-  seemed  to  rest  on  his  single  valour.  The 
sistance  of  the  European  princes  too  distant,  king  of  France,  seeing  him  fully  engaged, 
or  that  he  feared  their  decision,  called  in  the  had  all  that  he  desired.  The  climate  was 
aid  of  Saladine,  sultan  of  Egypt.  This  aUe  disagreeable  to  his  constitution,  and  the  war, 
prince  immediately  entered  Palestine.  As  in  which  he  acted  but  a  second  part,  to  his 
the  whole  strength  of  the  Christians  in  Pa-  pride.  He  therefore  hastened  home  to  ex- 
lestine  depended  upon  foreign  succour,  he  first  ecute  his  projects  against  Richard,  amusing 
made  himself  master  of  the  maritime  towns,  him  with  oaths  made  to  be  violated  ;  leaving 
and  then  Jerusalem  fell  an  easy  prey  to  his  indeed  a  part  of  his  forces  under  the  duke  of 
arms ;  whilst  the  competitors  contended  with  Burgundy,  but  with  private  orders  to  give 
the  utmost  violence  for  a  kingdom  which  no  him  underhand  all  possible  obstruction.  Not- 
longer  existed  for  either  of  them.  All  Europe  withstanding  the  desertion  of  his  ally,  Richard 
was  alarmed  at  this  revolution.  The  banish-  continued  the  war  with  uncommon  alacrity, 
ed  patriarch  of  Jerusalem  filled  every  place  With  very  unequal  numbers,  he  engaged  and 
with  the  distresses  of  the  eastern  Christiains.  defeated  the  whole  army  of  Saladine,  and  slew 
The  pope  ordered  a  solemn  fast  to  be  for  ever  forty  thousand  of  his  best  troops.  He  obliged 
kept  for  this  loss ;  and  then  exerting  all  his  him  to  evacuate  all  the  towns  on  the  sea-coast ; 
influence,  excited  a  new  crusade,  in  which  and  spread  the  renown  and  terrour  of  his  arms 
vast  numbers  engaged  with  an  ardour  unaba-  over  all  Asia.  A  thousand  great  exploits  did 
ted  by  their  former  misfortunes ;  but  wanting  a  not  however  enable  him  to  extend  his  conquests 
proper  subordination  rather  than  a  sufficient  to  the  inland  country.  Jealousy,  envy,  cabals, 
force,  they  made  but  a  slow  progress,  wh^i  and  a  total  want  of  discipline,  reigned  in  the 
Richard  and  Philip,  at  the  heaid  of  more  than  army  of  the  croises.  The  clunate,  and  their 
one  hundred  thousand  chosen  men,  the  one  intemperance  more  than  the  climate,  wasted 
from  Marseilles,  the  other  from  Genoa,  set  them  with  a  swift  decay.  The  vow  which 
sail  to  their  assistance.  brought  them  to  the  holy  land,  was  generally 

In  his  voyage  to  the  holy  land,  accident  prer  for  a  limited  time,  at  the  conclusion  of  which 

sented  Richard  with  an  unexpected  conquest,  they  were  always  impatient  to  depart.    Their 

A  vessel  of  his  fleet  was  driven  by  a  storm  armies  broke  up  at  the  most  critical  conjunc- 

to  take  shelter  in  the  Isle  of  Cyprus.    That  tures ;  as  it  was  not  the  necessity  of  the  ser- 

island  was  governed  by  a  prince  named  Isaac,  vice,  but  the  extent  of  their  vows,  which  held 

of  the  imperial  family  of  the  Comneni,  who  them  together.    As  soon,  therefore,  as  they 

not  only  refused  all  relief  to  the  sufierers,  but  had  habituated  themselves  to  the  country,  and 

plundered  them  of  the  little  remains  of  their  attained  some   experience,  they  were  gone  ; 

substance.    Richard  resenting  this  inhospita-  and  new  men  supplied  their  places,  to  acquire 

ble  treatment,  aggravated  by  the  insolence  of  experience  by  the  same  misfortunes,  and   to 

the  tyrant,  turned  his  force  upon  Cyprus,  van-  lose  the  benefit  of  it  by  the  same  iQG<»istancy. 

quished  Isaac  in  the  field,  took  the  capital  Thus  the  war  could  never  be  carried  on  with 

city,  and  was  solemnly  crowned  king  of  that  steadiness  and  uniformity.    On  the  other  side, 

island.    But  deeming  it  as  glorious  to  give  as  Saladine  continually  repaired  his  losses ;  his 

to  acquire  a  crown,  he  soon  after  resigned  it  resources  were  at  hand ;  and  this  great  captain 

to  Lusignan,  to  ^ati^y  him  for  his  claim  on  very  judicously  kept  possession  of  tliat  moun- 
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tainota  country,  which,  (brmed  by  a  perpetaal  but  he  purraed  his  Jomrmj  livoiig^  the  tom- 
ridge  of  Libamis,  in  a  manner  walb  in  the  tories  of  the  duke  of  Aurtria,  iHhom  he  had 
•ea-coast  of  Palestine  ;  there  he  hung,  like  a  personally  affronted  at  the  seige  of  Acre.  Aid 
continual  tempest,  ready  to  burst  over  the  now,  neither  keeping  himaelf  out  of  the  pover 
Christian  army.  On  his  rear  was  the  strong  of  that  prince,  nor  rousinf  hie  gmerasi^  by 
city  of  Jerusalem,  which  secured  a  commum*  teeming  to  confide  in  it,  he  attempted  to  get 
cation  with  the  countries  of  Chaldea  and  through  his  dominions  in  disguise.  Sofs- 
Mesopotamia,  from  whence  he  was  well  sup-  reigns  do  not  easily  assume  the  private  ^a* 
plied  with  every  thing.  If  the  Christians  racter ;  their  pride  sddom  suffers  their  disguise 
attempted  to  improve  their  successes  by  pene-  to  be  complete ;  besides,  Richard  had  nnde 
trating  to  Jerusalem,  they  had  a  city  powep^  himself  but  too  wefl  known.  The  Duke, 
fiiUy  garrisoned  in  their  front,  a  country  wast-  transported  with  the  opportunity  of  base  re- 
ed and  destitute  of  forage  to  act  in,  and  ^enge,  discoversd  hun,  seiaed  him,  and  threw 
Saladine,  with  a  vast  army  on  their  rear,  him  into  prteon ;  iinom  whence  he  was  ody  re- 
advantageously  posted  to  cot  off  their  convoys  leased  to  be  thrown  into  another.  The  eni* 
and  reinforcements.  perour  claimed  him;  and,  whhoot  regarding 
Richard  was  labouring  to  get  over  these  in  this  unfortunate  captive  the  common  di^oitj 
disadvantages,  when  he  was  informed  by  re-  of  sovereigns,  or  his  great  actions  in  the  com> 
{>eated  expresses  of  the  disorder  of  his  afikirs  tnon  cause  of  Europe,  treated  hui  with  yet 
in  Europe ;  disoiders  which  arose  from  the  Ul  greater  cruelty. 

dispositions  he  had  made  at  his  departure.  To  give  a  colour  of  justice  to  his  vicieoce, 
The  heads  of  his  regency  had  abused  their  he  proposed  to  accuse  Ridiatd  at  die  diet  of 
power  ;  they  quarrelled  with  each  other,  and  tiie  empire  vpotk  certain  articles  relative  to  his 
the  nobility  with  them.  A  sort  of  a  civil  war  conduct  in  the  holy  land.  The  news  of  the 
had  arisen,  in  which  they  were  deposed,  king's  captivi^  caused  the  grsatest  consleraa- 
Prince  John  was  the  onain  spring  of  these  dis-  tion  in  all  his  good  subjects;  but  it  revived 
sensions  ;  he  engaged  in  a  close  communica-  the  hopes  and  machinations  of  Prince  John, 
tion  of  councils  with  the  king  of  France,  who  who  bound  himself  by  doeer  ties  than  ever 
had  seized  upon  several  places  in  Normandy,  to  the  king  of  France,  seized  upousome  strong 
It  was  with  regret  that  Richard  found  himself  holds  in  England,  and  industriously  spreading 
obliged  to  leave  a  theatre,  on  which  he  had  a  report  of  his  brother's  death,  pobliely  laid 
planned  such  an  illustrious  scene  of  action.  A  claim  to  the  crown,  as  lawful  suooeesour.  All 
constant  emulation  in  courtesy  and  politeness,  his  endeavours,  however,  served  only  to  excite 
as  well  as  in  military  exploits,  had  been  kept  the  indignation  of  the  people,  and  to  attach 
up  between  him  and  Saladine.  He  now  con-  them  the  mere  fimriy  to  their  unfortunate 
eluded  a  truce  with  that  generous  enemy ;  and  prince.  Eleanor,  the  queen  dowager,  as  good 
on  his  departure  sent  a  messenger  to  assure  a  mother  as  she  had  been  a  had  wife,  acted 
him,  that  on  its  expiration  he  would  not  foil  to  with  the  utmost  vigour  and  prudence  to  retain 
be  again  in  Palestine.  Saladine  replied,  that  Aem  in  their  duty,  and  omitted  no  rasans  te 
if  he  must  lose  his  kingdom,  he  would  choose  procure  the  liberty  of  her  so«.  The  nation 
to  lose  it  to  the  king  of  England.  Thus  seconded  her  with  a  zeal,  in  thier  cireom- 
Richard  returned,  leaving  Jerusalem  in  the  stances,  uncommon.  No  tyrant  ever  imposed 
hands  of  the  Saracens ;  and  this  end  had  an  so  severe  a  tax  up<m  his  people,  as  the  afiec- 
enterprise,  in  which  two  of  the  roost  powers  tion  of  the  people  of  England,  already  «x- 
fol  monar«;hs  in  Europe  were  personally  en-  hausted,  levied  upon  themselves.  The  most 
gaged,  an  army  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  favoured  religious  orders  were  diarged  on  this 
thousand  men  employed,  and  to  furnish  which  occasion.  The  church  plate  was  soW.  The 
the  whole  Christian  world  had  been  vexed  and  ornaments  of  the  most  holy  relics  were  net 
exhausted.  It  is  a  melancholy  reflexion,  that  spared.  And  indeed  nothing  serves  more  lo 
the  spirit  of  great  designs  can  seldom  be  in-  demonstrate  the  poverty  of  the  kingdom,  re- 
spired, but  where  the  reason  of  mankind  is  so  duced  by  internal  dissensions  and  remote  wsn^ 
uncultivated  that  they  can  be  turned  to  little  at  that  time,  than  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
advantage.  With  this  war  ended  the  fortune  collecting  the  king's  ransom,  which  amounted 
of  Richard,  who  found  the  Saracens  less  dan-  to  no  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  nmrkf 
gerous  than  his  Christian  allies.  It  is  not  of  silver,  Cologne  weight.  For  raising  thii 
well  known  what  motive  induced  him  to  land  sum,  the  first  taxation,  the  most  heavy  and  ge- 
at  Aquileia,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  of  Ye-  neral  that  was  ever  known  n  En^and,  proved 
aice,  in  order  to  take  his  route  by  Germany ;  altogether  insufficient.    Another  tantiM  wH 
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lei  dB  foot.    It  was  levied  with  the  same  ri*  of  the  king  of  France.    Bat  to  proseeote  the 

goat  as  the  former,  and  still  fell  short.    Am-  war,  money  was  wanting,  whidi  new  tatat 

Iwssadoars  were  sent  inio  Germany  with  all  and  new  devices  supplied  with  difficohy  and 

that  could  be  raised,  and  with  hostages  for  th6  with  dishonour.    All  the  mean  oppressions  off 

payment  of  whatever  remained.     The  king  a  necessitous  government  were  ocereised  OD 

met  these  ambassadoors  as  he  was  carried  in  this  occasion.     AH  the  grants  which  wera 

chains  to  plead  his  cause  before  the  diet  of  the  made  on  the  king's  departure  to  the  holy  land 

empire.    The  ambassadours  burst  into  tears  were  revoked,  on  the  weak  pretence,  that  the 

at  this  affecting  sight,  and  wept  aloud ;  but  purchasers  had  sufficient  recompense  whibt 

Richard,  though  touched  no  less  with  the  af^  they  held  them.    Necessity  seemed  to  justiQr 

fectionate  loyalty  of  his  subjects  than  with  his  this  as  well  as  many  other  measures,  tfiat  were 

own  fallen  condition,  preserved  his  dignity  en-  equally  violent.    The  whole  revenue  of  the 

tire  in  his  misfortunes,  and  with  a  cheerful  air  crown  had  been  dissipated  ;  means  to  support 

inquired  of  the  state  of  his  dominions,  the  be*  its  dignity  must  be  found ;  and  these  meani 

faaviour  of  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  the  fide*  were  the  least  unpopular,  as  most  men  saw 

lity  of  his  brother,  the  Count  John.    At  the  with  pleasure  the  wants  of  government  fall  upon 

diet,  no  longer  protected  by  the  character  uf  those  who  had  started  into  a  sudden  greatneaf 

a  sovereign,  he  was  supported  by  his  personal  by  taking  advantage  of  those  wants, 

abilities.     He  had  a  reiady  wit  and  great  na-  Richard   renewed  the  war   with    PhiKp, 

tural  eloquence ;  and  his  high  reputation  and  which  continued,  though  fVequently  interrupted 

the  weighted  his  cause  pleading  for  him  more  by  truces,  for  about  five  years.    In  this  war, 

strongly,  the  diet  at  last  interested  itself  in  his  Richard  signalized  himself  by  that  irresistible 

favour,  and  prevailed  on  the  emperour  to  ao-  courage,  which,  on  all  occasions,  gave  him 

cept  an  excessive   ransom  for  dismissing  a  a  superiourity  over  the  king  of  France.    But 

prisoner  whom  he  detained  without  the  least  his  revenues  were  exhausted ;  a  great  scarcity 

colour  of  justice.    Philip  moved  heaven  and  reigned  both  in  France  and  Engbnd ;  and  the 

earth  to  prevent  his  enlargement ;  he  negotiat-  irregular  manner  of  carrying  on  war  in  those 

ed,  he  promised,  he  flattered,  he  threatened,  days  prevented  a  clear  decision  in  favour  of 

he  outbid  his  extravagant  ransom.    The  em-  either  party.    Richard  had  still  an  eye  on  the 

peroor,  in  his  own  nature  more  inclined  to  the  holy  land,  which  he  considered  as  the  only 

bribe,  which  tempted  him  to  be  base,  hesitate  province  worthy  of  his  arms ;  and  diis  CMI- 

ed  a  long  time  between  these  offers.    But  as  tinually  diverted  his  thoughts  from  the  steady 

the  payment  of  the  ransom  was  more  certain  prosecuticm  of  the  war  in  France.    The  era- 

than  Philip's  promises,  and  as  the  instances  sade,  like  a  superiour  orb,  moved  along  with 

of  the  diet  and  the  menaces  of  the  pope,  who  all  the  particular  sjrstems  of  politics  of  diat 

protected  Richard  as  a  prince  serving  under  time,  and  suspended,  accelerated,  or  put  back 

the  cross,  were  of  more   immediate  conse-  all  operations,  on  motives  foreign  to  the  thiB0 

quence  than  his  threats,  Richard  was  at  length  themselves.    In  this  war,  it  must  be  remarked, 

released ;  and  though,  it  is  said,  the  emperour  that  Richard  made  a  considerable  use  of  the 

endeavoured  to  seize  him  again,  to  extort  mercenaries  who  had  been  so  serviceable  to 

another  ransom,  he  escaped  cafely  into  Eng-  Henry  the  Second  ;  and  the  king  of  Fmacei 

land.  perceiving  how  much  his  father  Lewis  had 

Richard,  on  his  coming  to  England,  found  suffered  by  a  want  of  that  advantage,  kept  on 

all  things  in  the  utmost  cuirfusion ;  but,  before  foot  a  standing  army  in  constant  pay,  whidi 

he  attempted  to  apply  a  remedy  to  so  obstinate  none  of  his   predecessors  had   done  before 

a  disease,  in  order  to  wipe  off  any  degrading  him,  and  which  aflerwards  for  a  long  time 

ideas  which  might  have  arisen  from  his  im-  very  unaccotmtably  fell  into  distise  ib  both 

prisonment,  he  caused  himself  to  be  new  kingdoms. 

crowned.    Then  holding  his  court  of  great  Whilst  this  war  was  carried  on  by  intervals 

council  at  Southampton,  he  made  some  useful  and  starts,  it  came  to  the  ears  of  Richard, 

regulations  in  the  distribution  of  justice.    He  that  a  nobleman  of  Limoges  had  found  on  his 

called  some  great  offenders  to  a  strict  account,  lands  a  considerable  hidden  treasure.    The 

Count  John  deserved  no  favour,  and  he  lay  king,  necessitous  and  rapacious  to  the  last  de- 

entirely  at  the  king's  mercy ;  who,  by  an  un-  gree,  and  stimulated  by  the  exaggeration  and 

paralleled  generosity,  pardoned  him  his  multi*  marvellous  circumstances,  which  always  attend 

plied  offences,  (Mily  depriving  him  (^  the  power  the  report  of  such  discoveries,  inunediatd^ 

of  «^ich  he  had  made  so  bad  a  use.    Genero-  sent  to  demand  the  treasure,  under  pretrace  of 

sity  did  not  oblige  him  to  forget  the  hostilities  the  rights  of  seigniory.    The  Limosin,  either 
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because  be  bad  reaHy  diicorered  noUuBg,  or  bii  sayings  are  the  most  spirited  thatwefisi 

tbat  he  was  unwilling  to  part  with  so  Taliuible  in  that  time ;  and  some  of  his  verses  rentia, 

an  acquisition,  refused  to  comply  with  the  which  in  a  barbarous  age  might  have  psHtd 

king's  demand,  and  fortified  his  castle.    En-  fcr  poetry, 
raged  at  the  disappointment,  Richard  relin- 

qutshed  the  important  afiairs,  in  which  he  was  ' 
engaged,  and  laid  siege  to  this  castle  with  all 

the  eagerness  of  a  man,  who  has  ha  heart  set  CHAPTER  VIIL 
upon  a  trifle.    In  this  siege  he  received  a 

wound  fixMn  an  arrow,  and  it  proved  mortal ;  beion  or  lOHif. 
but  in  the  last,  as  in  all  the  other  acts  of  his  life, 

something  truly  noble  sh(Mie  out  amidst  the  rash  Ws  are  now  arrived  at  one  of  the  most  me* 

and  irregular  motions  of  his  mind.    The  castle  moraUe  periods  in  the  En^ish  story :  whether 

was  taken  before  he  died.     The  man,  from  we  consider  the  astonishing  revolutions,  whidi 

whom  Richard  had  recieived  the  wound,  was  were  then  wrought ;  the  calamities,  in  which 

brou^t  before  him.    Being  asked,  why  he  both  the  prince  and  people  were  involved ;  or 

leveUed  his  arrow  at  the  king,  he  answered  the  happy  consequences,  which,  arising  from 

with  an  undaunted  countenance,  **  That  the  the  midst  of  those  calamities,  have  constituted 

king  with  his  own  hand  had  slain  his  two  bro-  the  glory  and  pro^>erity  ofEngland  forsomasy 

there ;  that  he  thanked  God,  who  gave  him  an  years.  We  shall  see  a  throne,  foimded  in  arms, 

opportuni^  to  revenge  their  deaths,  even  with  and  augmented  by  the  successive  p<^y  of  five 

the  certainty  of  his  own."    Richard,  more  able  princes,  at  once  shaken  to  its  ibundatioiMi; 

toodied  with  the  magnanimity  <^  the  man  than  first  made  tributary  by  the  arts  of  a  foreign 

ofiended  at  the  injury  he  had  received,  or  the  power:  then  limited  and  almost  overturned  by 

boldness  of  the  answer,  ordered  that  his  life  the  vi(dence  of  its  subjects.     We  shall  see  a 

should  be  spared.    He  appointed  his  brother  king,  to  reduce  his  people  to  obedience,  draw 

John  to  the  succession  ;  and  with  these  acts  into  his  territories  a  tumultuary  foreign  army, 

ended  a  life  and  reign  distinguished  by  a  great  and  destroy  his  country  instead  of  establishing 

variety  of  fortunes  in  different  parts  of  the  his  government.    We  shall  behold  the  people, 

world,  and  crowned  with  great  military  glory ;  grown  desperate,  call  in  another  foreign  army, 

but  without  any  accession  of  power  to  himself  vrith  a  foreign  prince  at  its  head,  and  throw 

or  prosperity  to  his  people,  whom  he  entirely  away  that  lh>erty  which  they  had  sacrificed 

neglected,  and  reduced,  by  his  imprudence  every  thing  to  preserve.    We  shall  see  the 

and  misfortunes,  to  no  small  indigence  and  arms  oi  this  prince  successful  against  an  esta- 

distross.  blished  king  in  the  vigour  of  his  years,  ebbing 

In  many  respects,  a  striking  parallel  presents  in  the  full  tide  of  their  prosperi^,  and  yiekiiiig 

itself  between  this  antient  king  ofEngland  and  to  an  infant ;  afler  this,  peace,  and  order,  and 

Charles  XII.  of  Sweden.     They  were  both  liberty  restored ;  the  foreign  force  and  foreign 

inordinately  desirous  of  war,  and  rather  gene-  title  purged  <^,  and  all  things  settled  as  bappOy 

rals  than  kings.    Both  were  rather  fond  oi  as  beyond  all  Ik^. 

glory  than  ambitious  of  empire.    Both  of  them  Richard  dying  without  lawful  issue,  the  sue- 

made  and  deposed  sovereigns.     They  both  cession  to  his  dominions  again  became  diibi- 

carried  on  their  wars  at  a  distance  from  home.  ous.    They  conristed  of  various  territories. 

They  were  both  made  prisoners  by  a  firiend  governed  by  various  rules  of  descent,  and  all 

and  ally.    They  were  both  reduced  by  an  ad-  of  them  uncertain.    There  wc^re  two  com- 

versary  inferiour  in  war,  but  above  them  in  the  petitors ;  the  first  was  Prince  John,  youngest 

arts  of  rule.    After  spending  their  lives  in  re-  son  of  Henry  11. ;  the  other  was  Arthur,  son 

mote  adventures,  each  perished  at  last  near  o£  Constance  of  Bretagne,  by  Greoffirey,  the 

home,  in  enterprizes  not  suited  to  the  splen-  third  son  of  that  moniurch.    If  the  right  at 

dour  oftheir  former  exploits.    Both  died  diild-  consanguinity  were  only  considered,  the  title 

less  ;  and  both,  by  the  neglect  of  their  affairs,  d*  John  to  the  whole  succession  had  been 

and  the  severity  oftheir  government,  gave  their  indubitable.    If  the  right  of  representation 

subjects  provocation  and  encouragement  to  re-  had  then  prevailed,  which  now  universally 

rive  their  freedom.    In  all  these  respects  the  prevails,  Arthur,  as  standing  in  the  place  of 

two  characters  were  alike  ;  but  Richard  fell  his  father  Geoffrey,  had  a  solid  daim.    About 

as  much  short  of  the  Swedi^  hero  in  temper-  Britanny   there    was  no   dispute.      Anjoa, 

snce,  chastity,  and  equality  of  mind,  as  he  Poitou,  Touraine,  and  Guienne,  declared  in 

exceeded  him  in  wit  and  eloquence.    Some  of  fiivour  of  Arthur,  on  the  principle  of  represcB' 
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tition.    Normandy  was  entirely  for  John,    tn  whilst  he  was  very  young,  had  sent  him  into 

England  the  point  of  law  had  never  been  en-  Ireland,  which  kingdom  was  destined  for  his 

tirely  settled,  but  it  seemed   rather  inclined  portion,  in  order  to  habituate  that  people  ic 

to  the  side  of  consanguinity.    Therefore  in  their  future  sovereign,  and  to  give  the  young 

£ngland,  where  this  point  was  dubious  at  best,  prince  an  opportunity  of  conciliating  tlie  favour 

the  claim  of  Arthur,  an  infant  and  a  stranger,  of  his  new  subjects.    But  he  gave  on  this 

had  little  force  against  the  pretensions  of  John,  occasion  no  good  omens  of  capacity  fur  govern' 

declared  heir  by  the  will  of  the  late  king,  sup-  ment.    Full  of  the  insolent  levity  of  a  young 

ported  by  his  armies,  possessed  of  his  treasures,  man  of  high  rank  without  education,  and  sur- 

and  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  party.    He  rounded  with  others  equally  unpractised,  he 

secured  in  his  interests  Hubert,  archbishop  of  insulted  the  Irish  chiefs ;  and  ridiculing  their 

Canterbury,  and  Glanville,  the  chief  justiciary;  uncouth  garb  and  manners,  he  raised  such  a 

and  by  them  the  body  of  the  ecclesiastics  and  disaffection  to  the  English  government,  and  so 

the  law.    It  is  remarkable  also  that  he  paid  much  opposition  to  it,  as  all  the  wisdom  of  his 

court  to  the  cities  and  boroughs,  which  is  the  father's  best  officers  and  coimsellors  was  hardly 

first  instance  of  that  policy  ;  but  several  of  able  to  overcome.  In  the  decline  of  his  father's 

these  communities  now  happily  began  to  emerge  life  he  joined  in  the  rebellion  of  his  brothers, 

£'om  their  slavery,  and,  taking  advantage  of  with  so  much  more  guilt,  as  with  more  ingra- 

the  necessities  and  confusion  of  the  late  reign,  titudo  and  hypocrisy.    During  the  reign  of 

increased  in  wealth  and  consequence,  and  had  Richard  he  was  the  perpetual  author  of  sedi- 

then  first  attained  a  fi'ee  and  regular  form  of  tion  and  tumults ;  and  yet  was  pardoned  and 

administration.    The  towns,  new  to  power,  even  favoured  by  that  prince  to  his   d^ath, 

declared  heartily  in  favour  of  a  prince,  who  when  he  very  unaccountably  appointed  him 

was  willing  to  allow  that  their  declaration  heir  to  all  his  dominions, 

could  confer  a  right.    The  nobility,  who  saw  It  was  of  the  utmost  moment  to  John,  who 

themselves  beset  by  the  church,  the  law,  and  had  no  solid  title,  to  conciliate  the  favour  of 

the  burghers,  had  taken  no  measures,  nor  even  all  the  world.    Yet  one  of  his  first  steps,  whilst 

a  resolution ;  and  therefore  had  nothing  lefl  but  his  power  still  remained  dubious  and  imsettled^ 

to  concur  in  acknowledging  the  tide  of  John,  was,  on  pretence  of  consanguinity,  to  divorce 

whom  they  knew   and  hated.    But,  though  his  wife  Avisa,  with  whom  he  had  iived  many 

they  were  not  able  to  exclude  him  from  the  years,  and  to  marry  Isabella  of  Angoulesme,  a 

succession,  they  had  strength  enough  to  oblige  woman  of  extraordinary  beauty,  but  who  had 

him  to  a  solemn  promise  of  restoring  those  been  betrothed  to  Hugh,  count  of  Marche ; 

liberties  and  franchises,  which  they  had   al-  thus  disgusting  at  once  the  powerfiil  friends 

ways  claimed,  without  having  ever  enjoyed  or  of  his  divorced  wife,  and  those  of  the  earl  of 

even  perfectly  understood.     The  clergy  also  Marche,  whom  he  had  so  sensibly  wronged, 

took  advantage  of  the  bculness  of  his  title,  to  es-  The  king  of  France,  Philip  Augustus,  saw 

tablish  one  altogether  as  ill  founded.    Hubert,  with  pleasure  these  proceedings  of  John ;  as  he 

archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  speech  which  had  before  rejoiced  at  the  dispute  about  the 

he  delivered  at  the  king's  coronation,  publicly  succession.     He  had  been  always  employed, 

affirmed  that  the  crown  of  England  was  of  right  and  sometimes  with  success,  to  reduce  the 

elective.    He  drew  his  examples  in  support  of  English  power,  through  the  reigns  of  one  very 

this  doctrine,  not  fix>m  the  histories  of  the  able,  and  one  very  warlike  prince.    He  had 

antient  Saxon  kings,  although  a  species  of  greater  advantages  in  this  conjuncture,  and  a 

election  within  a  certain  family  had  then  fre-  prince  of  quite  another  character  now  to  con- 

•quently  prevailed,  but  from  the  history  of  the  tend  with.    He  was  therefore  not  long  without 

firstkingsof  the  Jews;  without  doubt  in  order  choosing  his  part;   and   whilst  he  secretly 

to  revive  those  pretensions,  which  the  clergy  encouraged   the   count   of  Marche,  already 

first  set  up  in  Uie  election  of  Stephen,  and  stimulated  by  his  private  wrongs,  he  openly 

which  they  had  since  been  obliged  to  conceal,  supported  the  claim  of  Arthur  to  the  dutchics 

but  had  not  entirely  forgotten.    John  accepted  of  Anjou  and  Touraine.    It  was  the  character 

a  sovereignty  weakened  in  the  very  act  by  of  this  prince   readily  to  lay  aside  and  as 

.which  he  acquired  it ;  but  he  submitted  to  the  readily  to  reassume  his  enterprises,  as  his 

times.    He  came  to  the  throne  at  the  age  of  affairs   demanded.      He   saw    that   he   had 

thirty-two.  He  had  entered  early  into  business ;  declared  himself  too  rashly,  and  that  he  was 

and  had  been  often  involved  in  difficult  and  in  danger  of  beuig  assaulted  upon  every  sidn. 

arduous  enterprises,  in  which  he  experienced  He  saw  it  was  necessary  to  break  an  alliance, 

a  variety  of  men  and  fortunes*    His  father,  which  the  nice  circumstances  and  timid  chi^ 
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ftder  cf  John  would  enable  him  to  do.    In  The  Breton  andPoitotnrin  aiuijr  wm  dcAited; 

fiiet,  John  was  at  this  time  united  in  a  doee  his  mother  was  freed ;  and  the  yoong  ddn  of 

alliaDce  with  the  eroperour  and  the  earl  of  Britanny  and  hin  sister  were  nnde  priBoooi. 

Flanders ;  and  these  princes  were  engaged  in  The  latter  be  sent  into  England,  to  be  eonfiih 

a  war  with  France.    He  bad  then  a  most  ed  in  the  castle  of  Bristol ;  the  ibnner  be  car> 

&yourable   opportunity   to   establish    all   his  ried  with  him  to  Rouen.    The  good  fomme 

daims,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pot  the  king  of  of  John  now  seemed  to  be  at  its  highest  point ; 

France  out  of  a  condition  to  question  them  but  it  was  exalted  on  a  precipice;  and  thif 

ever  after.    But  be  suffered  himself  to  be  over-  great  victory  proved  the  occasion  of  all  dw 

reached  by  the  artifices  of  Philip ;  he  consent-  evils  which  afflicted  his  1^. 
ed  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  which  he  received        Jdm  was  not  of  a  diaracter  to  resist  the 

an  empty  acknowledgment  of  his  right  to  the  temptation  of  having  the  life  of  his  rival  in  hii 

disputed  territories ;  and  in  return  for  which  hands.    All  historians  are  as  M\y  agreed  that 

acknowledgment  he  renounced  his  alliance  with  he  murdered  his  nephew,  as  they  differ  in  tha 

the  emperour.    By  this  act  he  at  once  strength-  means  by  which  he  acoompliahed  that  crioM. 

Mied  bis  enemy,  gave  up  his  ally,  and  lowered  But  the  report  vras  soon  spread  abroad,  vi- 

his  character  with  his  subjects,  and  with  aU  the  riously  hei^tened  in  the  circmnstanees  by  the 

world.  obscurity  of  the  fiict,  which  left  aU  men  at 

This  treaty  was  hardly  signed,  when  the  ill  liberty  to  imagine  and  invent ;  and  excited  aS 

eonsequences  of  his  conduct  became  evident,  those    sentiments   of  pity  and   indignation, 

The  earl  of  Marche  and  Arthur  immediately  which  a  very  young  prince  of  great  hopes, 

renewed  their  claims  and  hostilities,  under  the  cruelly  murdered  by  his  uncle,  naturally  iiw 

protection  of  the  king  of  France,  who  made  a  spire.    Philip  had  never  missed  an  occasion 

strong  diversion  by  invading  Normandy.    At  of  endeavouring  to  ruin  the  king  of  England; 

die  commencement  of  these  motions,  John,  by  and  having  now  acquired  an  opportunity  <^ 

Tirtue  of  a  prerogative  hidierto  imdisputed,  accomplishing  that  by  justice,  whidi  be  had 

summoned  his  English  barons  to  attend  him  in  vain  sought  by  ambiti<»,  be  filled  eveiy 

into  France ;  but  instead  of  a  compliance  with  place  with  complaints  of  the  eruel^  of  Joiui| 

his  orders,  he  was  surprised  with  a  solemn  whom,  as  a  vassal  to  the  crown  of  France, 

demand  of  their  antient  liberties.     It  is  asto-  the  king  accused  of  the  murder  of  another 

nishing  that  the  barons  should  at  that  time  have  vassal,  and  sunsmoned  him  to  Paris  to  be  tried 

Yenttired  on  a   resolution  of  such  dangerous  by  his  peers.    It  was  by  no  means  consisteDt 

importance,  as  they  had  provided  no  sort  of  either  with  the  dignity  or  safety  of  John  to 

means  to  support  them.    But  the  history  of  appear  to  this  summons.    He  had  the  argn* 

those   times  furnishes  many  instances  of  the  ment  of  kings  to  justify  what  he  had  done, 

like  want  of  design  in  the  most  momentous  But  as  in  all  great  crimes  there  is  something 

affairs ;  and  shows,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  look  of  a  latent  wewikness,  and  in  a  Yitieos  cautioo 

for  political  causes  for  the  actions  of  men,  something  material  is   ever  neglected,  John, 

who  were  most  conunonly  directed  by  a  brute  satisfied  with  removing  his  rival,  took  no 

caprice,  and  were  for  the  greater  part  destitute  thought  about  his  enemy ;  but  whilst  he  saw 

of  any  fixed  principles  of  obedience  or  resis-  himself  sentenced  for  non-appearance  in  the 

tance.    The  king,  sensible  of  the  weakness  of  court  of  peers ;  whilst  he  saw  the  king  of 

his  barcms,  fell  upon  some  of  their  castles  with  France  entering  Normandy  with  a  vast  annyi 

such  timely  vigour,  and  treated  those  whom  he  in  consequence  of  this  sentence,  and  place 

had  reduced  with  so  much  severity,  that  the  after  place,  castle  after  castle,  fkHing  belbre 

rest  immediately  and  abjectly  submitted.     He  him,  he  passed  his  time  at  Rouen  in  &e  pro* 

levied  a  severe    tax  upon   their  fiefs;   and  foundest  tranquillity ;  indulging  hisBself  in  in* 

thinking  himself  more   strengthened  by  this  dolent  amusements,  and  satisfied  with  vain 

treasure,  than  the  forced  service  of  his  barons,  threatenings  and  boasts,  which  only  added 

he  excused  the  personal  attendance  of  most  greater  shame  to  his  inactivity.    The  Eiig> 

of  them,  and  passing  into  Normandy,  he  rais-  lish  barons,  who  had  attended  him  in  this  Vf 

ed  an  army  there.    He  found  that  his  enemies  pedition,  disaffected  from  the  beginning,  and 

had  united  their  forces,  and  mvested  the  castle  now  wearied  with  being  so  long  witnesses  to 

of  Mirabel,  a  place  of  importance,  in  which  the  ignominy  of  their  sovereign,  retired  to 

his  mother,  from  whom  he  derived  his  right  their  own  country,  and  there  spread  the  r^Mft 

to  Guienne,  was  besieged.    He  flew  to  (he  of  his   unaccountable  sloth  and  cowardies. 

relief  of  this  place  with  the  spirit  of  a  greater  John  quickly  followed  thena ;    and  retoraing 

character,  and  the  success  was  answerable,  into  his  kingdom,  poUutsd  with  th«  ci«i|0  ^ 
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■o  heavy  a  crime,  and  disgraced  by  so  many  death  of  this  prelate,  a  cabal  of  obsciifs 
follies,  instead  of  aiming  by  popular  acts  to  monks,  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Augustin,  assem^ 
re-establish  his  character,  he  exacted  a  se-  ble  by  night ;  and  first  binding  themselves  by 
yenth  of  their  moveables  from  the  barons,  on  a  solemn  oath  not  to  divulge  their  proceed- 
pretence  that  they  had  deserted  his  service,  ings  until  they  should  be  confirmed  by  the 
He  laid  the  same  imposition  on  the  clergy,  pope,  they  elect  one  Reginald,  their  sub-prior, 
without  giving  himself  the  trouble  of  seeking  archbishop  of  Canterbury.     The  person  elect* 
for  a  pretext.    He  made  no  proper  use  of  ed  immediately  crossed  the   seas;  but  his 
these  great  supplies ;  but  saw  the  great  city  vanity  soon  discovered  the  secret  of  his  great- 
er Rouen,  always  faithful  to  its  sovereigns,  ness.     The  king  received  the  news  of  this 
and  now  exerting  the  most  strenuous  efforts  transaction  with  surprise    and   indignation. 
in  his  favour,  obliged  at  length  to  surrender,  Provoked  at  such  a  contempt  of  his  authority, 
without  the  least  attempt  to  relieve  it.    Thus  he  fell  severely  on  the  monastery,  no  less  sur- 
tiie   whole  dutchy  of  Normandy,  originally  prised  than  himself  at  the  clandestine  proceed- 
acquired  by  the  valour  of  his  ancestors,  and  ing  of  some  of  its  members.    But  the  sounder 
the  source  from  which  the  greatness  of  his  part  pacified  him  in  some  measure  by  their 
ftmnily  had  been  derived,  after  being  supported  submission.    They  elected  a  person  recom* 
against  all  shocks  for  three  hundred  years,  mended  by  the  king ;  and  sent  fourteen  of  the 
was  torn  for  ever  from  the  stock  of  Rollo,  and  most  respectable  of  their  body  to  Rome,  to 
re-united  to  the  crown  of  France.      Imme-  pray  that  the  former  proceedings  should  be 
diately  all  the  rest  of  the  provinces,  which  annulled,  and  the  later  and  more  regular  con- 
he  held  on  the  continent,  except  a  part  of  firmed.    To  this  matter  of  contention  another 
Guienne,  desparing  of  his  protection,  and  ah-  was  added.    A  dispute  had  long  subsisted  be- 
horring  his  government,  threw  themselves  into  tween  the  suffragan  bishops  of  the  province 
the  hands  of  Philip.  of  Canterbury  and  the  monks  of  the  abbey  of 

Meanwhile,  the  king,  by  his  personal  vices,  St.  Austin ;  each  claiming  a  right  to  elect  the 
completed  the  odium  which  he  had  acquired  metropolitan.  This  dispute  was  now  reviv- 
by  the  impotent  violence  of  his  government,  ed,  and  pursued  with  much  vigour.  The  pre-* 
Uxorious,  and  yet  dissolute  in  his  manners,  tensions  of  the  three  contending  parties  were 
he  made  no  scrapie  frequently  to  violate  the  laid  before  the  pope,  to  whom  such  disputes 
wives  and  daughters  of  his  nobility ;  that  rock  were  highly  pleasing ;  as  he  knew  that  aU 
on  ni^ich  tyranny  has  so  often  split.  Other  claimants  willingly  conspire  to  flatter  and  ag- 
acts  of  irregular  power,  in  their  greatest  ex-  grandize  that  authority,  from  which  they  ex- 
cesses, still  retain  the  characters  of  sovereign  pect  a  confirmaticm  of  their  own.  The  first 
authority;  but  here  the  vices  of  the  prince  election  he  nulled,  because  its  irregularity  was 
intrude  into  the  families  of  the  subject ;  and  glaring.  The  right  of  the  bishops  was  eiH 
whilst  they  aggravate  the  oppression,  lower  tirely  rejected.  The  pope  looked  with  ao 
the  character  of  the  oppressour.  evil  eye  upon  those  whose  authority  was 

In  the  disposition  which  all  these  causes  had  every  day  usurping.  The  sec<xid  electioo 
eoDcured  univerally  to  diffuse,  the  slightest  was  set  aside,  as  made  at  the  king's  instance, 
motion  in  his  kin^om  threatened  the  most  This  was  enough  to  make  it  very  irregular, 
dangerous  consequences.  Those  things,  which  The  canon  law  had  now  grown  up  to  its  full 
in  quiet  times  would  have  only  raised  a  slight  strength.  The  enlargement  of  the  preroga- 
controveny,  now,  when  the  minds  (^men  were  tivc  of  the  pope  was  the  great  object  of  this 
exasperated  and  inflamed,  were  capaUe  of  af^  jurisprudence ;  a  prerogative,  which,  founded 
fording  matter  to  the  greatest  revolutions.  The  on  fictitious  monuments,  that  are  forged  in  an 
afllairs  of  the  church,  the  winds,  which  mostly  ignorant  age,  easily  admitted  by  a  credulous 
governed  the  fluctuating  people,  were  to  be  people,  and  afterwards  confirmed  and  enlarged 
regarded  with  the  utmost  attention.  Above  by  these  admissions,  not  satisfied  with  the 
all,  the  person  who  filled  the  see  of  Canter-  supremacy,  encroached  on  every  minute  part 
bury,  which  stood  on  a  level  with  the  throne  of  church-government,  and  had  almost  anni- 
itself,  was  a  matter  of  the  last  importance,  hilated  the  episcopal  jurisdiction  throughout 
Just  at  this  critical  time  died  Hubert,  arch-  Europe.  Some  canons  had  given  the  metro* 
bishop  of  that  see ;  a  man  who  had  a  large  politan  a  power  of  nominating  a  bishop,  when 
flhare  in  procuring  the  crown  for  John,  and  in  the  circumstances  of  the  election  were  pal- 
weakening  its  authority  by  his  acts  at  the  pably  irregular ;  and  as  it  does  not  appear  that 
ceremony  of  the  coronation,  as  well  as  by  his  there  was  any  other  judge  of  the  irregularis 
fubeequent  conduct.      Immediately  on  the  than  the  metr(^litan  himself,  the  election 
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below  in  effect  became  mlgatorj.    The  popdf  kingdom,  he  gobdnedli^buid.    At  this  tane  hi 

taking  the  irregularity  in  thi8  case  for  granted,  is  said  to  have  estabiiafaed  the  Engli^  laws 

in  virtue  of  this  canon,  and  bj  his  plenitude  in  that  kingdom,  and  to  have  appointed  itiae- 

of  power,  ordered  the  deputies  of  Canterbury  rant  joslicee. 

to  proceed  to  a  new  election.  At  the  same  At  length  the  sentence  of  excommonicatiod 
time,  he  recommended  to  their  choice  Stephen  was  fulminated  against  the  king.  In  the  same 
Langton,  their  countryman  ;  a  person  already  year,  the  same  sentence  was  prtmoanced  upon 
distinguished  for  his  learning,  of  irreproacb-  the  Emperour  Otho ;  and  diis  daring  pope 
able  morals,  and  free  from  every  canonical  was  not  afiraid  at  once  to  drive  to  extremities 
impediment.  This  authoritative  request  the  the  two  greatest  princes  in  Europe.  And 
monks  had  not  the  courage  to  oppose  in  the  truly,  nothing  is  more  remarkable  than  the 
pope's  presence,  and  in  his  own  city.  They  uniform  steadiness  of  the  court  oC  Rome  in 
murmured  and  submitted.  In  England  this  iAm  pursuits  of  her  ambitions  projects.  For, 
proceeding  was  not  so  easily  ratified :  John  knowing  that  pretensicms  whi(^  stand  merely 
drove  the  monks  of  Canterbury  from  their  in  opinion,  cannot  bear  to  be  questioned  ia 
monastery  ;  and  having  seized  upon  their  re-  any  part,  though  she  had  hitherto  seen  the 
venues,  threatened  the  effects  of  the  same  interdict  produce  but  little  effect,  and  perceiv- 
indignation  against  all  those  who  seemed  ed  that  the  excommunication  itself  could  draw 
inclined  to  acquiesce  in  the  proceedings  of  scarce  one  poor  bigot  frcun  the  king's  service, 
Rome.  But  Rome  had  not  made  so  bold  a  yet  she  receded  not  the  least  point  from  the 
step  with  intention  to  recede.  On  the  king's  utmost  of  her  demand.  She  hrc^e  off  an  ac-* 
positive  refusal  to  admit  Langton,  and  the  comroodation  just  on  the  point  of  being  oondud* 
expulsion  of  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  Eng-  ed,  because  the  king  refused  to  repair  the 
land  was  laid  under  an  interdict.  Then  losses  whidi  the  clergy  had  suffered,  though 
divine  service  at  once  ceased  throughout  the  he  agreed  to  every  thing  ebe,  and  even  sub- 
kingdom  ;  the  churches  were  shut.  The  mitted  to  receive  the  archbishop,  who,  being 
sacraments  were  suspended.  The  dead  obtruded  on  him,  had  in  reality  been  set  over 
were  buried  without  honour,  in  highways  him.  But  the  pope,  bold  as  politic,  deter- 
and  ditches ;  and  the  living  deprived  of  all  mined  to  render  him  perfectly  submissive ;  and 
spiritual  comfort.  On  the  other  hand,  the  to  this  purpose  brought  out  the  last  arms  of 
king  let  loose  his  indignation  against  the  the  ecclesiastic  stores,  which  were  reserved 
ecclesiastics  ;  seizing  their  goods,  throwing  for  the  most  extreme  occasions.  Having  first 
many  into  prison,  and  permitting  or  encourag-  released  the  English  subjects  from  their  oath 
ing  all  sorts  of  violence  against  them.  The  of  allegiance,  by  an  unheard-of  presumption, 
kingdom  was  thrown  into  the  most  terrible  he  formally  deposed  John  from  his  thrmie  and 
confusion  ;  whilst  the  people,  uncertain  of  the  dignity ;  he  invited  the  king  of  France  to  take 
object  or  measure  of  their  allegiance,  and  dis-  possession  of  the  forfeited  crown ;  he  called 
tracted  with  opposite  principles  of  duty,  saw  forth  all  persons  firom  all  parts  o£  Europe  to 
themselves  deprived  of  their  religious  rites  by  assist  in  this  expedition,  by  the  pardons  and 
the  ministers  of  religion ;  and  their  king,  fu-  privileges  of  those  who  fought  fer  the  Holy 
rious  with  wrongs  not  caused  by  them,  falling  Land. 

indiscriminately  on  the  innocent  and  the  guilty ;  This  proceeding  did  not  astonish  the  world. 

for  J<^n,  instead  of  soothing  his  people  in  this  The  king  of  France,  having  driven  John  from 

their  common  calamity,  sought  to  terrify  them  all  he  held  on  the  continent,  gladly  saw  reli- 

into  obedience.    In  a  progress  which  he  made  gion  itself  invite  him  to  further  conquests.  He 

into  the  north,  he  threw  down  the  inclosures  summoned  all  his  vassals,  under  the  penalty 

of  his  forests,  to  let  loose  the  wild  beasts  upon  of  felony  and  the  opprobrious  name  of  dd" 

their  lands;   and,  as  he  saw  the  papal  pro-  vertagef*  (a  name  of  all  things  dreaded  by 

ceedings    increase   with   his   opposition,  he  both  nations,)  to  attend  in  this   expedition; 

thought  it  necessary  to  strengthen  himself  by  and  such  force  had  this  threat  and  the  hope  of 

new  devices.     He   extorted  hostages  and  a  plunder  in  England,  that  a  very  great  army 

new  oath  of  fidelity  from  his  barons.      He  was  in  a  short  time  assembled.    A  fleet  also 

raised  a  great  army,  to  divert  the  thoughts  rendezvoused  in  the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  by 

of  his  subjeets  from  brooding  too  much  on  the  writers  of  these  Umes  said  to  consist  of 

their  distracted  condition.  This  array  he  one  thousand  seven  hundred  sail.  On  this 
transported  into  Ireland,  and  as  it  happened 

to  his  father  in  a  similar  dispute  with  the  »  ^  ^^rd  of  uncertain  derivation,  but  which 

pope,  whilst  he  was  dubious  of  his  hereditary  signifies  some  scandalous  species  of  cowardice 
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occasion  John  roused  all  his  powers.  He  ecclesiastics,  and  to  make  them  a  full  indem- 
called  upon  all  his  pe<^le,  who  by  the  duty  of  nifieation  for  all  their  losses.  And  now,  by 
their  tenure  or  allegiance  were  obliged  to  de-  these  concessions,  all  things  seemed  to  be  per- 
fend  their  lord  and  king ;  and  in  his  writs  fectly  setUed.  The  cause  of  the  quarrel  was 
stimulated  them  by  the  same  threats  of  Ctil-  entirely  removed.  But  when  the  king  expect- 
vertage  which  had  been  employed  against  ed  for  so  perfect  a  submission  a  full  absolution, 
him.  They  operated  powerfully  in  his  favour,  the  legate  began  a  laboured  harangue  on  his 
His  fleet  in  number  exceeded  the  vast  navy  rebellion,  his  tyranny,  and  the  innumerable 
of  France ;  his  army  was  in  every  thing  but  sins  he  had  committed ;  and  in  conclusion,  de- 
heartiness  to  the  cause  equal,  and,  extending  dared  that  there  was  no  way  lefl  to  appease 
along  the  coast  of  Kent,  expected  the  descent  God  and  the  church,  but  to  resign  his  crown 
of  the  French  forces.  Whilst  these  two  to  the  holy  see,  from  whose  hands  he  should 
mighty  armies  overspreaxl  the  opposite  coasts,  receive  it  purified  from  all  pollutions,  and 
and  the  sea  was  covered  with  their  fleets,  and  hold  it  for  the  future  by  homage  and  an  annual 
the  decision  of  so  vast  an  event  was  hourly  tribute. 

expected,  various  thoughts  arose  in  the  minds        John  was  struck  motionless  at  a  demand  so 

of  those  who  moved  the  springs  of  these  s^  extravagant  and  unexpected.    He  knew  not  on 

fairs.    John,  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  finest  which  side  to  turn.    If  he  cast  his  eyes  toward 

armies  in  the  world,  trembled  inwardly  when  the  coast  of  France,  he  there  saw  his  enemy 

he  reflected  how  little  he  possessed  or  merited  Philip,  who  considered  him  as  a  criminal  as 

their  confidence.    Wounded  by  the  conscious-  well  as  an  enemy,  and  who  aimed  not  only  at 

ness  of  his  crimes,  excommunicated  by  the  hb  crown  but  his  life,  at  the  head  of  an  innu^ 

pope,  hated  by  his  subjects,  in  danger  of  be-  merable  multitude  of  fierce   people,  ready  to 

ing  at  once  abandoned  by  heaven  and  earth,  rush  in  upon  him.     If  he  looked  at  his  owp 

he  was  filled  with  the  most  fearful  anxiety,  army,  he  saw  nothing  there  but  coldness,  dis* 

The  legates  of  the  pope   had  hitherto  seen  affection,  uncertainty,  distrust,  and  a  shrength, 

every   thing   succeed  to    their  wish.      But  in  which  he  knew  not  whether  he  ought  most 

having  made  use  of  an  instrument  too  great  to  confide  or  fear.    On  the  other  hand,  the 

for  them  to   wield,  they  apprehended  that  papal  thunders,  from  the  wounds  of  which  he 

when  it  had  overthrown  their  adversary,  it  was  still  sore,  were  levelled  fliU  at  his  head, 

might  recoil  upon  the  court  of  Rome  itself;  He  could  not  lode  steadily  at  these  complicat- 

^at  to  add  England  to  the  rest  of  Philip's  ed  diflSculties ;  and  truly  it  is  hard  to  say  what 

great  possessions  was  not  the  way  to  make  choice  he  had,  if  any  choice  were  left  to  kings 

him  humble;  and  that  in  ruining  John  to  in  what  concerns  the  independence  of  their 

aggrandize  that  monarch,  they  should  set  up  crown.    Surrounded  therefore  with  these  di& 

a  powerful  enemy  in  the  place  of  a  submissive  ficulties,  and  that  all  his  late  humiliaticxis 

vassal.  might  not  be  rendered  as  ineflfectual  as  they 

They   had  done  enough  to  give  them  a  were  ignominious,  he  took  the  last  step ;  and, 

superiourity   in   any   negotiation,  and  they  in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  assembly  of  his 

privately  sent  an  embassy    to  the   king  of  peers  and  prelates,  who  turned  their  eyes  from 

England.    Finding  him  very  tractable,  they  this  mortifying  sight,  formally  resigned  his 

hasted  to  complete  the  treaty.    The  pope's  crown  to  the  pope's  legate ;  to  whom,  at  the 

legate,   Pandulph,   was    intrusted   with   this  same  time,  he  did  homage,  and  paid  the  first 

affair.     He  knew  the  nature  of  men  to  be  fhiits  of  his  tribute.    Nothing  could  be  added 

such,  that  they  seldom  engage  willingly  if  the  to  the  humiliation  of  the  king,  upon  this  ocqa- 

whole  of  an  hardship  be  shown  them  at  first,  sion,  but  the  insolence  of  the  legate,   who 

but  that  having  advanced  a  certain  length,  spumed  the  treasure  with  his  foot,  and  let  the 

their  former  concessions  are  an  argument  with  crown  remain  a  long  time  on  the  ground, 

them  to  advance  further,  and  to  give  all  be-  before  he  restored  it  to  the  degraded  owner, 
cause  they  have  already  given  a  great  deal.        In  this  proceeding  the  motives  of  the  king 

Therefore  he  began  with  ei^acting  an  oath  may  be  easily  discovered ;  but  how  th^  barons 

firom  the  king,  by  which,  without  showing  the  of  the  kingdom,  who  were  deeply  ccH^cerned, 

extent  of  his  design,  he  engaged  him  to  eveiy  suffered,  without  any  protestaticui,  the  inde- 

thing  he  could  ask.    John  swore  to  submit  to  pendency  of  the  crown  to  be  thus  forfeited,  is 

the  legate  in  all  things  relating  to  his  excom-  mentioned  by  no  historian  of  that  time,     la 

tnimication.    And  first  he  was  obliged  to  ao-  civil  tumults,  it  is  astonishing  how  little  regard 

copt  Langton  as  archbishop ;  then  to  restore  is  paid  by  aJl  parties  to  the  honour  or  safe^ 

the  monks  of  Canterbury  and  other  deprived  of  their  country.     The  king's  friends  wero 
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■fiballT  faiflviBed  to  ■eqoiMee  by  the  nms  die  king  the  neceni^  of  a  speedy  alMofatki} 

iBodTee  that  had  infloeBced  the  king ;  his  ene-  and  he  received  it  thb  year  (rom  the  hudiQC 

■iee,  who  weie  the  nKwt  nuroerout,  perhaps  Cardinal  Langton. 

■aw  his  abasement  with  pleasure,  as  they         That  archbishop  no  sooner  came  into  tbo 
knew  this  action  might  be  one  day  employed  kin^idom,  than  he  discovered  designs  very  dit 
against  him  with  effect.    To  the  bigots  it  was  ferent  from  those  which  the  pope  had  raised 
eBongh  that  it  aggrandized  the  pope.    Itisper-  him  to  promote.  '  He  formed  schemes  of  a 
bane  worthy  oTobsertation,  that  the  conduct  very  deep  and  extensive  nature ;  and  became 
of  Pandulph  towards  King  John  bore  a  very  the  first  mover  in  all  the  affairs  which  diBtiiK 
great  affinity  to  that  of  the  Roman  consuls  to  guish  the  remainder  of  this  reign.    In  the  oath 
me  people  of  Carthage  in  the  last  Punic  war ;  which  he  administered  to  John  on  bis  absola> 
dravring  diem  6pom  concession  to  concession,  tion,  he  did  not  confine  himself  solely  to  the 
and  carefiilly  eoncealmg  their  design  until  they  ecclesiastical  grievances ;  but  made  him  swear 
made  it  impossible  for  the  Carthaginians  to  to  amend  his  civil  government ;   to  raise  no 
reaist,      Sudi  a  strong  resemblance  did  the  tax  without  the  consent  of  the  great  council; 
same  ambition  produce  in  such  distant  times;  and  to  punish  no  man  but  by  the  judgment  of 
and  it  is  &r  from  the  sole  instance  in  which  his  court.    In  these  terms   we  may  see  the 
we  may  trace  a  similarity  between  the  spirit  great  charter  traced  in   miniature.     A  new 
and  conduct  of  the  former  and  latter  Rome,  scene  of  contention  was  opened ;  new  preten- 
in  their  common  design  on  the  liberties  of  sions  were  started;  a  new  scheme  was  dia- 
inifjtiiy<,  played.    One  dispute  was  hardly  closed,  when 
The  legates,  having  thus  triumphed  over  he  was  involved  in  another ;  and  this  unfbrta- 
die  kii^,  passed  back  into  France ;  but  without  nate  king  eoaa  discovered,  that  to  renounce  hit 
relaxing  the   interdict  or  excommunicaticHi,  dignity  was  not  the  way  to  secure  his  repose, 
which  th^  stUI  lefi  hanging  over  him,  least  For  being  cleared  of  the  excommunication,  he 
he  shouM  be  tempted  to  throw  off  the  chains  resolved  to  pursue  the  war  in  France,  in  which 
of  his  new  subjection.    Arriving  in  France,  he  was  not  without  a  prospect  of  success ;  but 
they  delivered  their  order  to  Philip  with  as  the  barons  refused,  upon  new  pretences,  and 
much  haughtiness  as  they  had  done  to  John,  not  a  man  wouki  serve.     The  king,  incensed 
They  told  hiqn  that  the  end  of  the  war  was  to  find  himself  equally  opposed  in  his  lawful 
answered,  in  the  humiliation  of  the  king  of  and  unlawful  commands,  prepared  to  avenge 
England,  who  had  been  rendered  a  dutiful  son  himself  in  his  accustomed  manner;  and  to  re- 
ef the  church :  and  that  if  the  king  of  France  duce  the  barons  to  obedience  by  carrying  war 
should,  after  this  notice,  proceed  to  further  into  their  estates.    But  he  found  by  this  ex- 
hostilities,  he  had  to  apprehend  the  same  sen-  periment,  that  his  power  was  at  an  end.    The 
fence,  which   had   humbled   his   adversary,  archbishop  followed  him ;  confi^nted  him  with 
Philip,  who  had  not  raised  so  great  an  army  the  liberties  of  his  people ;  reminded  him  of 
with  the  view  of  reforming  the  manners  of  king  his  late  oath ;  and  threatened  to  excoromuni- 
Jobn,  would  liave  slighted  these  threats,  had  cate  every  person  who  should  obey  him  in  his 
he  not  taand  that  they  were  seconded  by  the  illegal  proceedings.    The  king,  first  provoked, 
91  dispositions  ofa  part  of  his  own  army.   The  afterwards  terrified  at  this  resolution,  forbore 
earl  of  Flanders,  always  disafibcted   to  his  to  prosecute  the  recusants, 
cause,  was  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  oppose        The  English  barims  had  privileges  which 
biro ;  and  only  following  him  through  fear,  they  knew  to  have  been  violated ;  they  had 
withdrew  his  Circes,  and  now  openly  opposed  alwajrs   kept  up  the  memory  of  the  antient 
him.   Philip  turned  his  arms  against  his  revolt-  Saxon  liberty  ;  and   if  they  were  the  ooov 
ed  vassaL    The  cause  of  John  was  revived  by  querours  of  Britain,  they  did  not  think  that 
this  dissension ;  and  his  courage  seemed  rer  tfieir  own  servitude  was  the  just  fruit  of  their 
kindled.     Making   one  effort  of  a  vigorous  victory.    They  had,  however,  but  an  indistinct 
mind,  he  brought  his  fleet  to  an  action  with  the  view  of  the  object  at  which  they  aimed ;  tlicy 
French  navy,  which  he  entirely  destroyed  on  rather  felt  their  wrongs  than  understood  the 
the  coast  of  Flanders  ;  and  thus  freed  himself  cause  of  them ;  and  having  no  head  nor  coun- 
from  the  terronr  of  an  invasion.    But  when  he  cil,  they  were  more  in  a  condition  of  distres- 
intended  to  embark  and  improve  his  success,  sing  their  king,  and  disgracing  their  country 
the  barons  refiised  to  fUlow  him.    They  alleg-  by  their  disobedience,  than  of  applying  any 
ed  that  he  was  still  excommimicated,  uid  that  effectual  remedy  to  their  grievances.    Langtoo 
diey  woidd  not  follow  a  lord  under  the  cen-  saw  these  dispositions  and  these  wants.    He 
sores  of  the  eborch.    This  demonstrated  to  had  conceived  a  settled  plan  for  reducing  tbs 
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,  and  all  his  actions  tended  to  carry  it  into  ooce  more  patient  witnesms  to  that  ignominiouf 
ution.  This  prelalCi  under  pretence  of  act ;  and  were  ao  much  overawed  by  the  pope^ 
ng  an  ecclesiastical  synod,  drew  together,  or  had  brought  their  design  to  so  little  matup 
itely,  some  of  the  principal  barons  to  the  rity,  that  the  king,  in  spite  c^  it,  still  found 
ch  of  St.  Paul  in  London.  There,  hav-  means  and  authority  to  raise  an.  anpy,  with 
!xpatiated  on  the  miseries  which  the  king-  which  he  made  a  final  efTort  to  recover  somo 
suffered,  and  having  explained  at  the  part  of  his  dominions  in  France.  The  juno 
i  time  the  liberties  to  which  it  was  enti*  ture  was  altogether  favourable  to  his  design, 
he  produced  the  famous  charter  of  Henry  I.  Philip  had  all  his  attention  abundantly  em- 
concealed,  and  of  which, -with  in6nite  di^  ploy^  in  another  quarter  against  the  terrible 
y,  he  had  procured  an  authentic  copy,  attacks  of  the  Emperour  Otho,  in  a  confeder 
I  he  held  up  to  the  barons  as  the  standard  racy  with  the  earl  of  Flanders.  John,  strength- 
t  which  they  were  to  unite.  These  were  ened  by  this  diversion,  carried  on  the  war  in 
iberties  which  their  ancestors  had  receiv-  Poitou  foe  some,  time  with  good  appearances. 
y  the  free  concession  of  a  former  king;  Th^  battle  of  Bovines,  which  was  fought  this 
these  the  rights  which  their  virtue  was  year,  put  an  end  to  all  these  hopes.  In  this 
rce  from  the  present,  if  (which  God  for-  battle^  the  imperial  army,  consisting  of  ono 
they  should  find  it  necessary  tp  have  re-  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  were  defeated 
:e  to  such  extremities.  The  barons,  tran-  by  a  third  of  their  number  of  French  forces, 
ed  to  find  an  authentic  instrument  to  The  emperour  himself,  with  difficulty  escap 
^  their  discontent,  and  to  explain  and  ping  from  the  field,  survived  but  a  short  time 
Lion  their  pretensions,  covered  the  arch^  a  battle  which  entirely  broke  his  strength. 
)p  with  praises ;  readily  confederated  to  So  signal  a  success  established  the  grandeur 
ort  their  demands ;  and  binding  them*  of  France  upon  immoveable  foundations. 
a  by  every  obligation  of  human  and  re*  Philiprosecontinually  in  reputation  and  power} 
lis  faith,  to  vigour,  unanimity,  and  se-  whilst  John  continually  declined  in  both ; 
ff  they  depart  to  confederate  others  in  and  as  the  king  of  France  was  now  ready  to 
design.  empk>y  against  him  all  his  forces  so  lately  vio- 
his  plot  was  in  the  hands  of  too  many  to  torious,  he  sued,  by  the  mediation  of  the  pope's 
erfectly  concealed ;  and  John  saw,  with-  legate,  for  a  truce,  which  was  granted  to  him 
cnowing  how  to  ward  it  off,  a  more  dan-  for  five  years.  Such  truces  stood  in  the 
js  blow  levelled  at  his  authority,  than  any  place  of  regular  treaties  of  peace,  which  were 
le  former.  He  had  no  resources  within  not  often  made  at  that  time, 
kingdom,  where  all  ranks  and  orders  were  The  barons  of  England  had  made  use  of  the 
id  against  him,  by  one  common  hatred,  king's  absence  to  bring  their  confederacy  to 
iign  alliance  he  hsid  none  among  temporal  form ;  and  now  seeing  him  return  with  so 
its.  He  endeavoured,  therefore,  if  possi-  little  credit,  his  allies  discomfited,  and  no 
to  draw  some  benefit  from  the  misfortune  hope  of  a  party  among  his  subjects,  they  ap- 
is new  circumstances  ;  he  threw  himself  peared  in  a  body  before  him  at  London.  AU 
I  the  protection  of  the  papal  power,  which  in  complete  armour,  and  in  the  guise  of  de- 
ad so  long,  and  with  such  reason  opposed,  fiance,  they  presented  a  petition,  very  humble 
pope  readily  received  him  into  hb  protect  in  the  language,  but  excessive  in  the  substance  ; 
;  but  took  this  occasion  to  make  him  pur*  in  which  they  declared  their  liberties,  and 
e  it  by  another  and  more  formal  resignation  prayed,  that  they  might  be  formally  allowed 
s  crown.  His  present  necessities,  and  bis  and  established  by  the  royal  authority.  The 
ts  ofhumiliation,  made  this  seoond  degra-  king  resolved  not  to  submit  to  their  demands; 
m  easy  to  the  king.  But  Langton,  who  but  being  at  present  in  no  condition  to  resist, 
3nger  acted  in  subservience  to  the  pope,  he  required  time  to  consider  of  so  important 
whom  he  had  now  nothing  further  to  ex-  an  affair.  The  time  which  was  granted  to 
,  and  who  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  king  to  deliberate,  he  employed  in  finding 
patrons  of  civil  liberty,  loudly  exclaimed  means  to  avoid  a  compliance.  He  took  the 
bis  indignity ;  protest^  against  the  re-  cross,  by  which  he  hoped  to  render  his  person 
ation,  and  laid  his   protestation  on  the  sacred.    He  obliged  the  people  to  renew  their 

oath  of  fealty ;  and  histly,  he  had  recourse  to 

his  was  more  disagreeable  to  the  barons  the  pope.    Fortified  by  all  the  devices  whicfa 

the  first  resignation,  as  they  were  sensi-  could  be  used  to  supply  the  place  of  a  real 

that  he  now  degraded  himself  only  to  strength,  he  ventured,  when  the  barons  renew* 

Ue  his  subjects.     They  were,  however,  ed  ihoir  demands,  to  give  them  a  positive  re- 


S88  AN  ABRIDGMENT  OF  ENGLISH  HISTORY. 

luial ;  he  swore  by  Ae  feet  of  God  (his  usual  diat  time,  two  systema  of  laws,  Teiy  differeirt 

oath)  that  he  wouki  never  grant  them  such  from  each  other  in  their  object,  their  reasoD, 

Ubertiea  as  must  make  a  slave  of  himself.  and  their  authority,  regulated  the  interiour  of 

The  barons,  on  this  answer,  immediately  the  kingdom :  the  forest  law  and  the  common 
fly  to  anns:  they  rise  in  every  part;  they  law.  After  tbe  northern  nations  had  settled 
ibrm  an  army  and  appoint  a  leader ;  and  as  here  and  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  hunting, 
they  knew  that  no  design  can  involve  all  sorts  which  had  formerly  been  the  chief  means  of 
of  people,  or  inspire  them  with  extraordinary  their  subsbtence,  still  continued  their  favourite 
resolution,  unless  it  be  animated  with  religion,  diversion.  Gireat  tracts  of  each  country,  wast- 
they  called  their  leader  the  marshal  of  the  ed  by  the  wars  in  which  it  was  conquered, 
army  of  Giod  and  hdy  church.  The  king  was  were  set  apart  for  this  kind  of  sport,  and  guard- 
wholly  unprovided  agunst  so  general  a  defec-  ed  in  a  state  of  desolati(»i  by  strict  laws  and 
tion.  The  city  of  Londcm,  the  possession  of  severe  penalties.  When  such  waste  lands 
which  has  generally  proved  a  decisive  advan-  were  in  the  hands  of  subjects,  they  were  call- 
tage  in  the  English  civil  wars,  was  betrayed  ed  chases ;  when  in  the  power  of  the  sovereign 
to  the  barons.  He  might  rather  be  said  to  be  they  were  den(Hniimtedfi>rests.  These  forests 
imprisoned  than  defended  in  the  tower  of  lay  properly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  no  hon- 
London,  to  which  close  siege  was  laid ;  whilst  dred,  county,  or  bishopric ;  and  therefore..  be> 
the  marshal  of  the  barons'  army,  exercising  ing  out  both  of  the  common  and  the  spiritual 
the  prerogatives  of  royalty,  issued  writs  to  law,  they  were  governed  by  a  law  of  their 
summon  aJI  the  lords  to  join  in  the  army  of  own,  which  was  such  as  the  king  by  his  private 
liberty ;  threatening  equally  all  those  who  will  thought  proper  to  impose.  There  were 
should  adhere  to  the  king,  and  those  who  be-  reckoned  in  England  no  less  than  sixty-eight 
trayed  an  indifference  to  the  cause  by  their  royal  forests ;  some  of  them  of  vast  extent  In 
neutrality.  John,  deserted  by  all,  had  no  re-  these  great  tracts  were  many  scattered  inha- 
source  but  in  temporizing  and  submission,  bitants ;  and  several  persons  had  property  of 
Without  questioning  in  any  part  the  terms  of  a  wood-land,  and  other  soil,  enclosed  within 
treaty,  which  he  intended  to  observe  in  none,  their  bounds.  Here  the  king  had  separate 
he  agreed  to  every  thing  the  barons  thought  eourts  and  particular  justiciaries  ;  a  complete 
fit  to  ask;  hoping  that  the  exorbitancy  of  their  jurisprudence,  with  all  its  ceremonies  and 
demands  would  justify  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  terms  of  art,  was  formed  ;  and  it  appears  that 
the  iN'each  of  his  promises.  The  instruments  ^se  laws  were  better  digested,  and  more 
by  which  the  bar<His  secured  their  liberties  carefully  enforced,  than  those  which  belonged 
were  drawn  up  in  form  of  charters,  and  in  the  to  civil  government.  They  had  indeed  all  the 
manner  by  which  grants  had  been  usually  qualities  ofthewcxst  of  laws.  Their  professed 
made  to  monasteries ;  with  a  preamble,  signi-  object  was  to  keep  a  great  part  of  the  nation 
fying  that  it  was  done  for  the  benefit  o£  the  desolate.  They  hindered  communication,  and 
king's  soul,  and  those  o£  his  ancestors.  For  destroyed  industry.  They  had  a  trivial  ob- 
the  place  of  solemnizing  this  remarkable  act,  ject,  and  most  severe  sanctions  ;  for  as  they 
&ey  chose  a  large  field,  overlooked  by  Wind-  belonged  immediately  to  the  king^s  personal 
sor,  called  Running-mede,  which  in  our  pre-  pleasures,  by  the  lax  interpretation  of  treason 
sent  tongue  signifies  the  Meadow  of  Council ;  in  those  days,  all  considerable  oSenc^  against 
a  place  long  consecrated  by  public  opinion,  as  the  forest  law,  such  as  killing  the  beasts  of 
that  wherein  the  quarrels  and  wars  which  game,  were  considered  as  hi^  treason,  and 
arose  in  the  English  nation,  when  divided  into  punished,  as  high  treason  then  was,  by  tnin- 
kingdoms  or  factions,  had  been  terminated  cation  of  limbs,  and  loss  of  eyes  and  testicles, 
firom  the  remotest  times.  Here  it  was  that  Hence  arose  a  thousand  alNises,  vexatious 
king  John,  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  in  the  suits,  and  pretences  for  impositkm  upon  all 
year  of  our  Lord  1215,  signed  those  two  me-  those  who  lived  in  or  near  these  places.  The 
morable  instruments,  which  first  disarmed  the  deer  were  sufi*ered  to  run  loose  upon  their 
crown  of  its  unlimited  prerogatives,  and  laid  lands :  and  many  oppressions  were  used  with 
the  foundation  of  English  liber^.  One  was  relation  to  the  claim  of  commonage,  which  the 
called  the  Great  Charter  ;  the  other,  the  people  had  in  most  of  the  forests.  The  Nor- 
Charter  of  the  Forest.  If  we  look  back  to  the  man  kings  were  not  the  first  makers  of  the 
state  of  the  nation  at  that  time,  we  shall  the  fin-est  law :  it  subsisted  under  the  Saxon  and 
better  comprehend  the  spirit  and  neoessi^  of  Danish  kii^.  Canute  the  Great  composed 
these  grants.  a  body  of  those  lavra,  which  still  remains.  Bat 

Beside  the  ecclesiastical  jurisprudence  at  under  the  Norman  kings  they  were  enfivced 
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with  greater  rigour,  as  the  whole  tenour  of  the  preservation  of  subordination ;  and,  in  con- 

the  Norman  government  was  more  rigorous,  sequence  of  this,  a  great  power  was  exercised 

Besides,  now  forests  were  frequently  made,  ^  over  the  persons  and  estates  of  the  tenants, 

by  which  private  property  was  outraged  in  a  *  The  fines  on  the  succession  to  an  estate,  cal- 

grievous    manner.      Nothing   perhaps   shows  led  in  the  feudal    language  reliefs,  were  not 

more  clearly  how  little  men  are  able  to  depart  fixed  to  any  certainty  ;  and  were  therefore  fre- 

from  the  common  course  of  affairs,  than  that  quently    made  so  excessive,  that  they  might 

the  Norman  kings,  princes  of  great  capacity,  rather  be  considered  as  redemptions  or  new 

and  extremely  desirous  of  absolute  power,  did  purchases,  than  acknowledgments  of  superi- 

not  think   of  peopling  these  forests  ;  places  ourity  and  tenure.    With  respect  to  that  most 

under  their  own  uncontrouled  dominion,  and  important  article  of  marriage,  there  was,  in 

which  might  have  served  as  so  many  garrisons  the  very  nature  of  the  feudal  holding,  a  great 

dispersed  throughout  the  country.    The  charter  restraint  laid  upon  it.    It  was  of  importance 

of  the  forests  had  for  its  object  the  disafforest-  to  the  lord,  that  the  person  who  received  the 

ing  several  of  those  tracts  ;  the  prevention  of  feud  should  be  submissive  to  him ;  he  had 

future  afibrestings ;  the  mitigation  and  ascer-  therefore  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  marriage 

tainment  of  the  punishments  for  breaches  of  of  the  heiress  who  inherited  the  feud.    This 

the  forest  law.  right  was  carried  further  than  the  necessity 

The  common  law,  as  it  then  prevailed  in  required ;  the  male  heir  himself  was  obliged 
England,  was  in  a  great  measure  composed  of  to  marry  according  to  the  choice  of  his  lord  ; 
some  remnants  of  the  old  Saixon  customs,  join-  and  even  widows,  who  had  made  one  sacrifice 
ed  to  the  feudal  institutions  brought  in  at  the  to  the  feudal  tyranny,  were  neither  sufl^rod 
Norman  conquest.  And  it  is  here  to  be  ob-  to  continue  in  the  widowed  state,  nor  to  choose 
served,  that  the  constitutions  of  magna  charta  for  themselves  the  partners  of  their  second  bed. 
are  by  no  means  a  renewal  of  the  laws  of  St.  In  fact,  marriage  was  publicly  set  up  to  sale. 
Edward,  or  the  antient  Saxon  laws,  as  our  The  antient  records  of  the  exchequer  afibrd 
historians  and  law  writers  generally,  though  many  instances  where  some  women  purchased, 
very  groundlessly,  assert.  They  bear  no  re-  by  heavy  fines,  the  privilege  of  a  single  life  ; 
semblance,  in  any  particular,  to  the  laws  of  some  the  free  choice  of  an  husband  ;  others  the 
St.  Edward,  or  to  any  other  collection  of  these  liberty  of  rejecting  some  person  particularly 
antient  institutions.  Indeed,  how  should  they  ?  disagreable.  And,  what  may  appear  extraor- 
The  object  of  magna  charta  is  the.  correction  dinary,  there  are  not  wanting  examples,  where 
of  the  feudal  policy ;  which  was  first  introduced,  a  woman  has  fined  in  a  considerable  sum,  that 
at  least  in  any  regular  form,  at  the  conquest,  she  might  not  be  compelled  to  marry  a  certain 
and  did  not  subsist  before  it.  It  may  be  fur-  man  ;  the  suitor  on  the  other  hand  has  outbid 
ther  observed,  that  in  the  preamble  to  the  her  ;  and  solely  by  offering  more  for  the  mar- 
great  charter,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  barons  riage  than  the  heiress  could  to  prevent  it,  he 
shall  hold  the  liberties  there  granted  to  them  carried  his  point  directly  and  avowedly  against 
and  their  heirs,  from  the  Mng  and  Ms  heirs  :  her  inclinations.  Now,  as  the  king  claimed 
which  shows  that  the  doctrine  of  an  unalienable  no  right  over  his  immediate  tenants,  that  they 
tenure  was  always  uppermost  in  their  minds,  did  uot  exercise  in  the  same  or  in  a  more  op- 
Their  idea  even  of  liberty  was  not  (if  I  may  pressive  manner  over  their  vassals,  it  is  hard 
use  the  expression)  perfectly  free;  and  they  to  conceive  a  more  general  and  cruel  gric- 
did  not  claim  to  possess  their  privileges  upon  vance  than  this  shameful  market,  which  so  uni- 
any  natural  principle  or  independent  bottom,  versally  outraged  the  most  sacred  relations 
but,  just  as  they  held  their  lands,  from  the  among  mankind.  But  the  tyranny  over 
king.    This  is  worthy  of  observation.  women  was  not  over  with  the  marriage.    As 

By  the  fuedal  law,  all  landed  property  is,  by  the  king  seized  into  his  hands  the  estate  of 

a  feigned  conclusion,  supposed  to  be  derived,  every  deceased  tenant,  in  order  to  secure  his 

and  therefore  to  be  mediately  or  immediately  relief,  the  widow  was    driven  oflen  by  an 

held  from  the  crown.    If  some  estates  were  so  heavy  composition  to  purchase  the  admission 

derived,  others  were  certainly  procured  by  the  to  her  dower,  into  which  it  should  seem  she 

same  original  title  of  conquest,  by  which  the  could  not  enter  without  the  king's  consent, 

crown  itself  was  acquired  ;  and  the  derivation  All  these  were  marks  of  a  real  and  grie- 

frora  the  king  could  in  reason  only  be  consi-  vous  servitude.     The  great  charter  was  made 

dered  as  a  fiction  of  law.    But  its  consequent  not  to  destroy  the  root,  but  to  cut  short  the 

rights  being  once  supposed,  many  real  charges  overgrown  branches  of  the  feudal  service ;  firat^ 

and  burthens  grew  from  a  fiction  made  only  for  in  moderating  and  in  reducing  to  a  certainty 
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Ae  relieft  which  the  kmg's  tenantg  paid  on  their  tenants  the  same  liberties  whidi  diej 

■ncceeding  to  their  estate,  according  to  their  bad  stipulated  for  themselves.     This  prevent- 

nnk ;  and,  secondly,  in  taking  off  some  of  the  ed  the  kingdom  from   degenerating  into  the 

burthens   which   had  been  laid  on  marriage,  worst  imaginable  government,  a  feudal  aristo- 

whether  compulsory  or  restrictive;  and  there-  cracy.     The  English  barons  were  not  in  the 

by  preventing  that  shameful  market  which  had  condition  of  those  great  princes  who  bad  made 

been  made  in  the  persons  of  heirs,  and  the  most  the  French  monarchy  so  low  in  the  preceding 

Mcred  things  among  mankind.  century,  or  like  those  who  reduced  the  imperial 

There  were  other  provisions  made  in  the  power  to  a  name.     They  had  been  brought  to 

great  charter,  that  went  deeper  than  the  feudal  moderate  bounds  by  the  policy  of  the  first  and 

tenure,  and  affected   the  whole  body  of  the  second  Henrys,  and  were  not  in  a  conditioo  to 

civil  government.    A  great  part  of  the  king's  set  up  for  petty  sovereigns,  by  an  usurpation 

revenue  then  consisted  in  the  fines  and  amerce-  equally  detrimental  to  the  crown  and  the  people. 

ments  which  were  imposed  in  his  courts.    A  They  we're  able  to  act  only  in  confederacy ; 

fine  was  paid  there  for  liberty  to  commence  or  to  and  this  common  cause   made  it  necessary 

eooclude  a  suit.    The  punishment  of  offences  to  consult  the  common  good,  and  to  study  po- 

bj  fine  was  discretionary;    and  this  discre-  pularity  by  the  equity  of  their  proceedings. 

tionary  power  had  been  very  much  abused.  This  was  a  very  happy  circunostance  to  the 

But  by  magna  charta  things  were  so  ordered,  growing  liberty. 

that  a  delinquent  might  be  punished,  but  not  These  concessions  were  so  just  and  reason- 

ruined,  by  a  fine  or  amercement ;  because  the  able,  that,  if  we  except  the  force,  no  prince 

degree  of  his  offence,  and  the  rank  he  held,  could  think  himself  wronged  in  making  them. 

were   to  be  taken    into  consideration.    His  But  to  secure  the  observance  of  these  artides, 

fireehoM,  his  merchandize,  and  those   instru-  regulations  were  made,  which,   whilst  they 

meots,  by  which  he  obtained  his  livelihood,  were  regarded,  scarcely  left  a  shadow  of  regal 

were  made  sacred  firom  such  impositions.  power.    And  the  barons  could  think  of  no 

A  more  grand  reform  was  made  with  re-  measures  for  securing  their  freedom,  but  such 
gard  to  the  administration  of  justice.  The  as  were  inconsistent  with  monarchy.  A  coun- 
kings  in  those  days  seldom  resided  long  in  one  cil  of  twenty-five  barons  was  to  be  chosen  by 
place,  and  their  courts  followed  their  persons,  their  own  body,  without  any  concurrence  d*  the 
This  erratic  justice  must  have  been  produc-  king,  in  order  to  hear  and  determine  upon  all 
tive  of  infinite  inconvenience  to  the  litigants,  complaints  concerning  the  breach  of  the  char- 
It  was  now  provided,  that  civil  suits,  called  ter ;  and  as  these  charters  e^ctended  to  almost 
common  pleats  should  be  fixed  to  some  cer-  every  part  of  government,  a  tribunal  of  his 
tain  place.  Thus  one  branch  of  jurisdiction  enemies  was  set  up,  who  might  pass  judgment 
was  seperated  from  the  king's  court,  and  de-  on  all  his  acticms.  And  that  force  might  not 
tached  firom  his  person.  They  had  not  yet  be  wanting  to  execute  the  judgments  of  this 
come  to  that  maturity  of  jurisprudence,  as  to  new  tribunal,  the  king  agreed  to  issue  his  own 
think  this  might  be  made  to  extend  to  criminal  writs  to  all  persons  to  oblige  them  to  take  an 
law  also ;  and  that  the  latter  was  an  object  of  oath  of  obedience  to  the  twenty-five  barons,  who 
■till  greater  importance.  But  even  the  former  were  empowered  to  distress  him,  by  seizure 
nay  be  considered  as  a  great  revolution.  A  of  his  lands  and  castles,  and  by  every  possi- 
tribunal,  a  creature  of  mere  law,  independent  ble  method,  until  the  grievance  complained  of 
of  personal  power,  was  established ;  and  this  was  redressed  according  to  their  pleasure : 
•eparation  of  a  king's  authority  from  his  per-  his  own  person  and  his  family  were  alone  ex- 
■on  was  a  matter  of  vast  consequence  towards  empted  from  violence, 
introducing  ideas  of  freedom,  and  confirming  By  these  last  concessicms  it  must  be  confes- 
the  sacredness  and  majesty  of  laws.  sed  he  was  effectually  dethroned ;  and  with  all 

But  the  grand  article,  and  that  which  ce-  the  circumstances  of  indignity,  which  could  be 

mented  all  the  parts  of  the  fabric  of  liberty,  imagined.    He  had  refused  to  govern  as  a 

was  this,  "  That  no  freeman  shall  be  taken,  lawful  prince,  and  he  saw  himself  deprived  of 

or  imprisoned,  or  disseized,  or  outlawed,  or  even  his  legal  authority.    He  became  of  no 

banished,  or  in  any  wise  destroyed,  but  by  sort  of  consequence  in  his  kingdom ;  he  was 

judgment  of  his  peers."  held  in  universal  contempt  and  derision;  he 

There  is  another  article  of  nearly  as  much  fell  into  a  profound  melancholy.    It  was  in 

consequence  as  the  fermer,  considering  the  vain  that  he  had  recourse  to  the  pope,  whose 

■tate  of  the  nation  at  that  time;  by  which  it  power  he  had  found  sufficient  to  reduce,  bat 

!■  provided,  that  the  barons  shall  grant  to  not  to  support  him.    The  censures  of  the  hofy 
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Bee,  which  had  been  fulminated  at  his  desire,  broke  forth,  and  found  them  utterly  vaxpro* 
were  little  regarded  by  the  barons,  or  even  by  vided.  The  papal  excommunication,  the  ii>- 
the  clergy,  supported  in  this  resistance  by  the  digiiation  of  their  prince,  and  a  vast  array  of 
firmness  of  their  archbishop,  who  acted  with  lawless  and  bold  adventurers,  were  poured 
great  vigour  in  the  cause  of  the  barons,  and  down  at  once  upon  their  heads.  Such  nuin* 
even  delivered  into  their  hands  the  fortress  of  bers  were  engaged  in  this  enterprise,  that  forty 
Rochester,  one  of  the  most  important  places  thousand  are  said  to  have  perished  at  sea. 
in  the  kingdom.  After  much  meditation,  the  Yet  a  number  still  remained  sufficient  to  corn- 
king  at  last  resolved  upon  a  measure  of  the  pose  two  great  armies :  one  of  which,  with  the 
most  extreme  kind,  extorted  by  shame,  re-  enraged  king  at  its  head,  ravaged  without 
venge,  and  despair ;  but  considering  the  dis^  mercy  the  north  of  England  ;  whilst  the  other 
position  of  the  time,  much  the  most  effectual,  turned  all  the  west  to  a  like  scene  of  blood  and 
that  could  be  chosen.  He  despatched  emissa-  desolation.  The  memory  of  Stephen's  warn 
ries  into  France,  into  the  low  countries  and  was  renewed  with  every  image  of  horrour, 
Germany,  to  raise  men  for  his  service.  He  misery,  and  crime.  The  barons,  dispersed 
had  recourse  to  the  same  measures  to  bring  and  trembling  in  their  castles,  waited  who 
his  kingdom  to  obedience,  which  his  predeces-  should  fall  the  next  victim.  They  had  no 
sor,  William,  had  used  to  conquer  it.  He  army  able  to  keep  the  field.  The  archbishop, 
promised  to  the  adventurers  in  his  quarrel  the  on  whom  they  had  great  reliance,  was  su»> 
lands  of  the  rebellious  barons  ;  and  it  is  said,  pended  from  his  functions.  There  was  no 
even  empowered  his  agents  to  make  charters  hope  even  from  submissicxi ;  the  king  coukl 
of  the  estates  of  several  particulars.  The  not  fulfil  his  engagements  to  his  foreign  troops 
utmost  success  attended  these  negotiations,  in  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  utter  ruin  of  his 
an  age  when  Europe  abounded  with  a  warlike  barons.  In  these  circumstances  of  despair, 
and  poor  nobility ;  with  younger  brothers,  for  they  resolved  to  have  recourse  to  Philip,  the 
whom  there  was  no  provision  in  regular  aiv  antient  enemy  of  their  country.  Throwing 
mies;  who  seldom  entered  into  the  church,  off  all  allegiance  to  Jonn,  they  agree  to  accept 
and  never  applied  themselves  to  commerce ;  Lewis,  the  son  of  that  monarch,  as  their  king, 
and  when  every  considerable  family  was  sur*  Philip  had  once  more  an  opportunity  ofbring- 
rounded  by  an  innumerable  multitude  of  re*  ing  the  crown  of  England  into  his  family,  and 
tainers  and  dependents,  idle,  and  greedy  of  he  readily  embraced  it.  He  immediately  sent 
war  and  pillage.  The  crusade  had  universally  his  son  into  England  with  seven  hundred 
diffused  a  spirit  of  adventure;  and  if  any  ad-  shi[»,  and  slighted  the  menaces  and  excom- 
▼enture  had  the  pope's  approbation,  it  was  municatioira  of  the  pope,  to  attain  the  same 
sure  to  have  a  number  of  followers.  object  for  which  he  had  formerly  armed  to  sup- 
John  waited  the  effect  of  his  measures.  He  port  and  execute  them  The  affairs  of  the 
kept  up  no  longer  the  solemn  mockery  of  a  barons  assumed  quite  a  new  face  by  ihts  rein- 
court,  in  which  a  degraded  king  must  always  forcement ;  and  their  rise  was  as  sudden  and 
have  been  the  lowest  object.  He  retired  to  striking  as  their  fall.  The  foreign  army  ci 
the  Isle  of  Wight ;  his  only  companions  were  King  John,  without  discipline,  pay  or  order, 
sailors  and  fishermen,  among  whom  he  became  ruined  and  wasted  in  the  midst  of  its  sue- 
extremely  popular.  Never  was  he  more  to  be  cesses,  was  little  able  to  oppose  the  natural 
dreaded  than  in  this  sullen  retreat ;  whilst  the  force  of  the  country,  called  forth  and  recruited 
barons,  amused  themselves  by  idle  jests  and  by  so  considerable  a  succour.  Besides,  the 
vain  conjectures  on  his  conduct.  Such  was  French  troops,  who  served  under  John,  and 
the  strange  want  of  foresight  in  that  barbarous  made  a  great  part  of  his  army,  immediately 
age,  and  such  the  total  neglect  of  design  in  went  over  to  the  enemy ;  unwilling  to  serve 
their  affairs,  that  the  barons,  when  they  had  against  their  sovereign  in  a  cause  whidi  now 
got  the  charter,  which  was  weakened  even  by  began  to  look  desperate.  The  son  of  the  king 
the  force  by  which  it  was  obtained,  and  the  of  France  was  acknowledged  in  London,  and 
great  power,  which  it  granted,  set  no  watch  received  the  homage  of  all  ranks  of  men. 
upon  the  king ;  seemed  to  have  no  intelligence  John,  thus  deserted,  had  no  other  ally  than  the 
of  the  great  and  open  machinations  which  pope,  who  indeed  served  him  to  the  utmost  of 
were  carrying  on  against  them,  and  had  made  his  power ;  but  with  arms,  to  which  the  cir- 
no  sort  of  dispositions  for  their  defence.  They  cumstances  of  the  time  alone  can  give  any 
spent  their  time  in  tournaments  and  bear-bai-  force.  He  excommunicated  Lewis  and  bis 
tings,  and  other  diversions  suited  to  the  fierce  adherents ;  he  laid  England  under  an  interdict; 
rusticity  of  their  manners.  At  length  the  stonn  he  thereateoed  the  king  of  France  himself  with 
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the  aame  sentence ;  but  Philip  oontinuecl  firm,  were  afterwanis  confirmed  by  Ridiaid  tbt 
and  the  interdict  had  little  effect  in  England.  First,  gave  a  grievous  blow  to  the  authority 
Cardinal  Langton,  by  his  remarkable  address,  of  the  crown ;  as  thereby  an  order  of  so  much 
by  his  interest  in  the  sacred  college,  and  his  power  and  influence  triumphed  over  it  in  many 
prudent  submissions,  had  been  restored  to  the  essential  points.  The  latter  of  these  princes 
exercise  of  his  office  ;  but  steady  to  the  cause  brought  it  very  low  by  the  whde  tenour  of  his 
he  had  first  espoused,  he  made  use  of  the  re-  conduct.  Always  abroad,  the  royal  authority 
covery  of  his  authority  to  carry  on  his  old  de-  was  felt  in  its  full  vigour,  without  being  sup- 
signs  against  the  king  and  the  pope.  He  ported  by  the  dignity,  or  soilened  by  the 
celebrated  divine  service  in  spite  of  the  inter-  graciousness  of  the  royal  presence.  Always 
diet ;  and  by  his  influence  and  example  taught  in  war,  he  considered  his  dominions  only  as  a 
others  to  despise  it.  The  king,  thus  deserted,  resource  for  his  armies.  The  demesnes  d 
and  now  only  solicitous  for  his  personal  safety,  the  crown  were  squandered.  Every  office  in 
rambled,  or  rather  fled,  from  place  to  place,  at  the  state  was  made  vile  by  being  sold.  £x- 
the  head  of  a  small  party.  He  was  in  great  cessive  grants,  followed  by  violent  and  arbi- 
danger  in  passing  a  marsh  in  Norfolk,  in  which  trary  resumptions,  tore  to  pieces  the  whole 
he  lost  the  greatest  part  of  his  baggage,  and  contexture  of  the  government.  The  civil 
his  most  valuable  effects.  With  difficulty  he  tumults,  which  arose  in  that  king^s  absence, 
escaped  to  the  monastery  of  Swinestead;  showed  that  the  king's  lieutenants  at  least 
where,  violently  agitated  by  grief  and  disap-  might  be  disobeyed  with  impunity, 
pointments,  his  late  fatigue,  and  the  use  of  an  Then  came  John  to  the  crown.  The  arbi- 
improperdiet  threw  him  into  a  fever,  of  which  trary  taxes  which  he  imposed  very  early  in 
he  died  in  a  few  days  at  Newark,  not  without  his  reign,  which  offended  even  more  by  the 
suspicion  of  poison,  after  a  reign,  or  rather  a  improper  use  made  of  them  than  their  irre- 
struggle  to  reign,  for  eighteen  years,  the  most  gularity,  irritated  t)ie  people  extremely,  and 
turbulent  and  calamitous  both  to  king  and  joined  with  aU  the  preceding  causes  to  make 
people,  of  any  that  are  recorded  in  the  English  his  government  contemptible.  Henry  the  Se- 
history.  cond,  during  his  contests  with  the  church,  had 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  pause  here  for  the  address  to  preserve  the  barons  in  his  inter- 
a  few  moments,  and  to  consider  a  little  more  ests.  Afterwards,  when  the  barons  had  j<Nn- 
minutely  the  causes  which  had  produced  the  ed  in  the  rebellion  of  his  chiklren,  this  wise 
grand  revolution  in  favour  of  liberty,  by  which  prince  found  moans  to  secure  the  bishops  and 
this  reign  was  distmguished  ;  and  to  draw  all  ecclesiastics.  But  John  drew  upon  himself  at 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  this  remark-  once  the  hatred  of  all  orders  of  his  subjects, 
able  event  into  a  single  point  of  view.  Since  His  struggle  with  the  pope  weakened  him ; 
the  death  of  Edward  the  Confessour,  only  two  his  submission  to  the  pope  weakened  him  yet 
princes  succeeded  to  the  crown  upon  undisput-  more.  The  loss  of  his  foreign  territories, 
ed  titles.  William  the  conquerour  established  besides  what  he  lost  along  with  them  in  repu- 
his  by  force  of  arms.  His  successours  were  tation,  made  him  entirely  dependent  upon 
obliged  to  court  the  people,  by  yielding  many  of  England;  whereas  his  predecessors  made 
the  possessions  and  many  of  the  prerogatives  one  part  of  their  territ(Mries  subservient  to 
erf*  the  crown ;  but  they  supported  a  dubious  the  preservation  of  their  authority  in  another, 
title  by  a  vigorous  administration  ;  and  recover^  where  it  was  endangered.  Add  to  all  these 
ed  by  their  policy,  in  the  course  of  tlieir  reign,  causes  the  personal  character  of  the  king,  in 
what  the  necessity  of  their  affairs  obliged  them  which  there  was  nothing  uniform  or  sincere, 
to  relinquish  for  the  establishment  of  their  and  which  introduced  the  like  unsteadiness 
power.  Thus  was  the  nation  kept  continnally  into  all  his  government.  He  was  indolent,  yet 
fluctuating  between  freedom  and  servitude,  restless  in  his  disposition ;  fond  of  working  by 
But  the  principles  of  freedom  were  predomi-  violent  methods,  without  any  vigour ;  boast- 
nant,  though  the  thing  itself  was  not  yet  fully  ful,  but  continually  betraying  his  fears ;  show- 
formed.  The  continual  struggle  of  the  clergy  ing,  on  all  occasi<»is,  such  a  desire  of  peace 
for  the  ecclesiastical  liberties  laid  open  at  the  as  hindered  him  from  ever  enjoying  it.  Hav- 
sarae  time  the  natural  claims  of  the  people ;  ing  no  spirit  of  order,  he  never  looked  for- 
and  the  clergy  were  obliged  to  shew  some  ward ;  content,  by  any  temporary  expedient, 
respect  for  those  claims,  in  order  to  add  to  extricate  himself  from  a  present  difficulty, 
strength  to  their  own  party.  The  con-  Rash,  arrogant,  perfidious,  irreligious,  unquiet, 
cessions  which  Henry  the  Second  made  to  the  he  made  a  tolerable  head  of  a  party,  but  a  bad 
ecclesiastics  on  the  death  of  Becket,  which  king;  and  had  talents  fit  to  disturb  another'i 
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goyemiuent,  not  to  support  his  own.    A  most  the  laws,  sometimes  lost  and  trodden  down  in  the 

striking  contrast  presents  itself  between  the  confusion  of  wars  and  tumults,  and  sometimes 

conduct  and  fortune  of  John,  and  his  adver-  over-ruled  by  the  hand  of  power;  then  victo- 

sary  Philip.    Philip  came  to  the  crown  when  rious  over  tyranny ;  growing  stronger,  clearer, 

many  of  the  provinces  of  France,  by  being  in  and  more  decisive  by  the  violence  they  had 

the  hands  of  too  powerful  vassals,   were  in  suffered ;  enriched  even  by  those  foreign  con- 

a  manner  dismembered  from  the  kingdom :  the  quests  which  threatened  their  entire  destruc- 

royal  authority  was  very  low  in  what  remain-  tion  ;   soflened  and  mellowed  by  peace   and 

ed.     He  re-united  to  the  crown  a  country  as  religion;  improved  and  exalted  by  commerce, 

valuable  as  what  belonged  to  it  before ;   he  by  social  intercourse,  and  that  great  opener  of 

reduced  his  subjects  of  all  orders  to  a  stricter  the  mind, ingenuous  science? 

obedience  than  they  had  given  to  his  prede-  These   certainly  were    great   encourage- 

cessors.    He  withstood  the  papal  usurpation,  ments  to  the  study  of  historical  jurisprudence, 

and  yet  used  it  as  an  instrument  in  his  de-  particularly  of  our  own.    Nor  was  there  a 

signs ;   whilst  John,  who  inherited  a  great  want  of  materials  or  help  fur  such  an  under- 

territory  and  an  entire  prerogative,  by  his  taking.    Yet  we  have  had  few  attempts  in 

vices  and  weakness,  gave  up  his   indepen-  that  province.     Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale's 

dency  to   the   pope,  his    prerogative   to  his  history  of  the  common  law  is,  I  think,  the 

subjects,  and  a  large  part  of  his  dominions  only  one,  good  or  bad,  which  we  have.      But 

to  the  king  of  France.  vrith  all  the  deference  justly  due  to  so  great  a 

name,  we  may  venture  to  assert  that  this  per^ 

■        '  formance,  though  not  without  merit,  is  wholly 

unworthy  of  the  high  reputation  of  its  author. 

CHAPTER  IX.  The  sources  of  our  English  law  are  not  well, 

nor,  indeed,  fairly  laid  open ;  the  antient  judi- 

FRAGMEiTT. — AN  ESSAY  TOWARDS  AN  HIS*  cial  proceedings  are  touch<^d  in  a  very  slight 

TORT  OF  THE  LAWS  OF  EKOLAin).  and  transient  manner ;  and  the  great  dianges 

and  remarkable  revolutions   in  the  law,  to- 
There  is  scarce  any  object  of  curiosity  gether  with  their  causes,  down  to  his  time, 
more  rational  than  the  origin,  the  progress,  and  are  scarcely  mentioned, 
the  various  revolutions  of  human  laws.    Poll-  Of  this  defect  I  think  there  were  two  prin- 
tical  and  military  relations  are  for  the  greater  cipal  causes  ;  the  first,  a  persuasion  hardly  to 
part  accounts  of  the  ambition  and  violence  of  be  eradicated  from  the  minds  of  our  lawyers, 
mankind ;  this  is  an  history  of  their  justice,  that  the  English  law  has  continued  very  much 
And  surely  there  cannot  be  a  more  pleasing  in  the  same  state  from  an  antiquity  to  which 
speculation  than  to  trace  the  advances  of  they  will  allow  hardly  any  sort  of  bounds, 
men,  in  an  attempt  to  imitate  the  Supreme  The  second  is,  that  it  was  formed  and  grew 
Ruler  in  one  of  the  most  glorious  of  his  attri-  up  among  ourselves ;  that  it  is  in  every  re- 
butes ;  and  to  attend  them  in  the  exercise  of  spect  peculiar  to  this  island ;  and  tliat  if  the 
a  prerogative  which  it  is  wonderful  to  find  Roman  or  any  foreign  laws  attempted  to  in- 
entrusted  to  the  management  of  so  weak  a  trude  into  its  composition,  it  has  always  had 
being.    In  such  an  inquiry  we  shall  indeed  vigour  enough  to  shake  them  off,  and  return 
frequently  see  great  instances  of  this  firailty ;  to  the  purity  of  its  primitive  constitution, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  shall  behold  such  These  opinions  are  flattering  to  national 
noble  efforts  of  wisdom  and  equity,  as  seem  vanity   and   professional   narrowness.      And 
fully  to  justify  the  reasonableness  of  that  ex-  though  they  involved   those  that  supported 
traordinary  disposition,  by  which  men,  in  (me  them  in  the  most  glaring  contradictions,  and 
form  or  other,  have  been  always  put  imder  the  some  absurdities  even  too  ridiculous  to  men- 
dominion  of  creatures  like  themselves.    For  tion,  we  have  always  been,  and  in  a  great 
what  can  be  mcnre  instructive  than  to  search  measure  still  are,  extremely  tenacious  of  them, 
out  the  first  obscure  and  scanty  fountains  of  If  these  principles  are  admitted,  the  history  of 
that  jurisprudence  which  now  waters  and  en-  the  law  must  in  a  great  measure  be  deemed 
riches  whole  nations  with  so  abundant  and  superfluous.    For  to  what  purpose  is  a  history 
copious  a  flood : — to  observe  the  first  prin-  of  a  law,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  trace  the 
ciples  of  RIGHT   springing  up,  involved  in  beginning,  and  which,  during  its  continuance, 
superstition  and  polluted  with  violence ;  imtil,  has  admitted  no  essential  changes  ?  Or  why 
by  length  of  time  and  favourable  circum-  should  we  search  foreign  laws  or  histwies, 
f  tances,  it  has  worked  itself  into  clearness  :^  for  explanation  or  ornament  of  that  which  is 
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whoHy  our  own ;   and  by  which  we  are  ef-  the  grants,  and  therefore  to  be  refocabiBitlb 
lectually  distinguished  from  all  other  coun-  will  of  the  sovereign  ;  so  on  the  other  hand, 
tries  ?    Thus  the  law  has  been  confeed  and  those  who  maintained  the  caose  of  Kb^rty  did 
drawn  up  into  a  narrow  and  inglorious  study,  not  sufiport  it   upon  more  solid   principleB. 
And  that,  which  should  be  the  leading  science  They  would  hear  of  no  begfmrang  to  any  of 
in  every  well-ordered  commonwealth,  remained  our  privities,  orders,  or  laws  ;  and,  in  oder 
in   all   the   barbarism   of  the  rudest  times,  to  gain  them  a  reverence,  would  prove  that 
whilst  every  other  advanced  by  rapid  steps  they  were  as  old  as  the  nation  ;  and  to  support 
to  the  highest  improvement,  both  in  solidity  that  opinion,  they  put  to  the  torture  all  the 
and  elegance ;  insomuch  that  the  study  of  our  antient  monuments.     Others,  pushing  things 
jurisprudence  presented  to  liberal  and  well-  further,  have  offered  a  still  greater  vidence  to 
educated  minds,  even  in   the  best  authors,  them.    N.  Bacon,  in  order  to  tetaUish  his 
hardly    any  thing  but    barbarous   terms,   ill  republican  system,  has  so  distorted  all  the 
explained  ;  a  coarse,  but  not  a  plain  expres-  evidence  he  has  produced,  concealed  so  many 
sion,  an  indigested  method,  and  a  species  of  things  of  conseqtience,  and  thrown  such  fabe 
reasoning,  the  very  refuse  of  the  schools ;  colours   upon    the    whole    argument,  that  I 
which  deduced  the  spirit  of  the  law,  not  from  know  no  book  so  likely  to  mislead  the  reader  in 
original  justice  or  legal  conformity,  but  from  our  antiquities,  if  yet  it  retains  any  autbo* 
causes  foreign  to  it,  and  altogether  whimsical,  r^y.    In  reality,  that  antient  constttuti<m  and 
Toung  men  were  sent  away  with  an  incorable,  those  Saxon  laws  make  little  or  nothing  for 
and   if  we   regard  the  manner  of  handling  any  of  our  modem  parties ;  and  when  fairly 
rather  than  the  substance,  a  very  well-fbtinded  laid  open,  will  be  found  to  compose  such  a 
disgust.     The  famous  antiquary,  Spelman,  system  as  none,  I  believe,  would  think  either 
though    no  man   was  better  farmed  for  the  practicable  or  desirable  to  establish.    I  am  sen- 
most  laborious  pursuits,  in  the  beginning  de-  sible  that  nothing  has  been  a  larger  theme  of 
serted  the  study  of  the  law  in  despair,  though  panegyric,  with  i^l  onr  writers  on  politics  and 
he  returned  to  it  again,  when  a  more  confirm*  history,  than  the  Anglo-Saxon   government, 
ed  age,  and   a  strong  desire  of  knowledge  And  it  is  impossible  not  to  conceive  a  high 
enabled  him  to  wrestle  with  every  difficulty,  opinion  of  its  laws,  if  we  rather  consider  what 
The  opinions  which  have  drawn  the  law  is  said  of  them  than  what  they  visibly  are. 
into   such   narrowness,  as  they   are  weakly  These  monmn^nts  of  our  pristine  rudeness 
founded,   so    they  are   very  easily  refuted,  still  subsist ;  and  they  stand  out  of  themselves 
With  regard  to  that  species  of  eternity,  which  indisputable  evidence  to  confute  the  popular 
they  attribute  to  the  English  law,  to  say  no-  declamations  of  those  writers,  wito  would  per* 
thing  of  the  manifest  contradictions  in  which  suade  us,  that  the  crude  institutiooB  of  an 
those  involve  themselves  who  praise  it  for  the  unlettered  peoj)Ie  had  reached  a  perfection 
frequent  improvements  it  has  received,  and  at  which  the  united  efforts  of  inqniry,  experience, 
the  same  time  value  it  for  having  remained  learning  and  ne^essiry  iMave  not  been  able  to 
without  any  change  in  all  the  revolutions  of  attain  in  many  ages. 

government ;  it  is  obvious,  on  the  very  fn^  But  the  truth  is,  the  present  siyvtem  of  our 

new  of  the  Saxon  laws,  that  we  have  entirely  laws,  like  our  language  and  onr  learning,  is  t 

lltered  the  whole  frame  of  our  jurisprudence  Very  mixed  and  heter<^eneouB  ntiass ;  in  sottio 

■mce  the  conquest.   Hardly  can  we  fmd  in  these  respects  onr  own ;  in  more,  borrbwed  from  the 

old  collections  a  single  title  which  is  law  at  this  policy  of  foreign  nations ;  and  compounded, 

day ;  and  one  may  venture  to  assert  without  altered,  and  variously  modified,  according  to 

much  hazard,  that  if  there  were  at  present  a  the  various  necessities  Ivhich  the  marjiers, 

0ni\on  governed  by  the  Saxon  laws,  we  should  the  religion,  and  the  commerce  of  the  people 

find  it  difficult  to  point  out  another  so  en-  have  at  different  times  imposed.     It  is  our 

tirely  different  from  every  thing  we  now  see  business,  in  some  mea<iure,  to  follow  and  point 

established  in  England.  out  these  changes  and  improvements  ;  a  task 

This  is  a  truth  which  requires  less  sagacity  we  undertake,  not  (Vom  any  ability  for  the 

than  candour  to  discover.    The  spirit  of  party,  greatness  of  such  a  work,  but  purely  to  give 

which  has  misled  us  in  so  many  other  parti-  some  short  and  plain  account  of  these  malteis 

culars,  has  tended  greatly  to  perplex  us  in  this  to  the  very  ignorant. 

matter.    For  as  the  advocates  for  prerogative  The  law  of  the  Romans  seems  ntterly  to 

would,  by  a  very  absurd  consequence  drawn  have  expired  in  this  island,  together  with  theif 

from  the  Norman  conquest,  have  made  all  our  empire,  and  that  too  before  the  Saxon  ettaWish- 

national  rights  and  liberties  to  have  arisen  from  ment    The  Angb-Saxons  cam  into  T 


AN  ABRIDGMENT  OP  ENQLISH  HISTORY. 


fi95 


as  conquerours.  They  brought  their  own  cus- 
toms  with  ihem ;  and  doubtless  did  not  take  laws 
from,  but  imposed  theirs  upon  the  people  they 
had  vanquished.  These  customs  of  the  con^ 
quering  nation  were  without  question  the  same, 
for  the  greater  part,  they  had  observed  before 
their  migration  from  Germany.  The  best 
image  we  have  of  them  is  to  be  found  in 
Tacitus.  But  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
some  changes  were  made  suitable  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  new  settlement,  and  to  the 
change  their  constitution  must  have  undergone 
by  adopting  a  kingly  government,  not  indeed 
with  unlimited  sway,  but  certainly  with  greater 
powers  than  their  leaders  possessed  whilst 
they  continued  in  Germany.  However,  we 
know  very  Utile  of  what  was  done  in  these  re- 
spects until  their  conversion  to  Christianity ; 
a  revolution  which  made  still  more  essential 
changes  in  their  manners  and  government. 
For,  immediately  after  the  conversion  of 
Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  the  missionaries, 
who  had  introduced  the  use  of  letters,  and 
came  from  Rome  full  of  the  ideas  of  the  Roman 
civil  establishment,  must  have  observed  the 
gross  defect  arising  from  a  want  of  written  and 
permanent  laws.  The  king,*  from  their  re- 
port of  the  Roman  method,  and  in  imitation 
of  it,  first  digested  the  most  material  customs 
of  this  kingdom  into  writing,  without  having 
adopted  any  thing  from  the  Roman  law,  and 
only  adding  some  regulations  for  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  the  new  religion.  These 
laws  still  exist,  and  strongly  marie  the  extreme 
simplicity  of  manners,  and  poverty  of  ccmcep- 
tion,  of  the  legislators.  They  are  written  in 
the  English  of  that  time ;  and  indeed  all  the 
laws  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  continued  in  that 
language  down  to  the  Norman  conquest.  This 
was  different  from  the  method  of  the  other 
northern  nations,  who  made  use  only  of  the 
Latin  language  in  all  their  codes.  And  I  take 
the  difference  to  have  arisen  from  this :  At  the 
time  when  the  Visigoths,  the  Lombards,  the 
Franks,  and  the  other  northern  nations  on  the 
continent  compiled  their  laws,  the  provincial 
Romans  were  very  numerous  among  them,  or 
indeed  composed  the  body  of  the  people.  The 
Latin  language  was  yet  far  fi'om  extinguished ; 
so  that  as  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  could 
write  were  Romans,  they  found  it  difficult  to 
adapt  their  characters  to  these  rough  northern 
tongues,  and  therefore  chose  to  write  in  Latin ; 
\^ich,  though  not  the  language  of  the  legisla* 
tor,  could  not  be  very  incommodious,  as  they 

*  Decreta  ilia  judiclorum  joxta  exemplar 
Roraaiiorum  cum  consilio  sapientum  eo.istituit 
Bada.  Eccl  Hist,  lib^  2,  c.  d. 
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could  never  fail  of  interpreters ;  and  for  this 
reason,  not  only  their  laws,  but  all  their  ordi- 
nary transactions,  were  written  in  that  lao- 
guage.  But  in  England,  the  Roman  name 
and  language  having  entirely  vanished  in  tlie 
seventh  century,  the  missionary  monks  wer« 
obliged  to  contend  with  the  difficulty,  and  U 
adapt  foreign  characters  to  the  English  lan- 
guage ;  else  none  but  a  very  few  could  possibly 
have  drawn  any  advantage  from  the  things 
they  meant  to  record.  And  to  this  it  was 
owing,  that  many,  even  the  ecclesiastical  con- 
stitutions, and  not  a  few  of  the  ordinary  evi- 
dences of  the  land,  were  written  in  the  language 
of  the  country. 

This  example  of  written  laws  being  given 
by  Ethelbert,  it  was  followed  by  his  succe»- 
sors  Edric  and  Lothaire.  The  next  legisla- 
tor among  the  English  was  Ina,  king  of  the 
West  Saxons,  a  prince  famous  in  his  time  fur 
his  wisdom  and  his  piety.  His  laws,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  above-mentioned  princes,  still 
subsist.  But  we  must  always  remember,  that 
very  few  of  these  laws  contained  any  new  re- 
gulation ;  but  were  rather  designed  to  affirm 
their  antient  customs,  and  to  preserve  and  fix 
them ;  and  accordingly  they  are  all  extremely 
rude  and  imperfect.  We  read  of  a  collection 
of  laws  by  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians;  but 
they  have  been  long  since  lost. 

The  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  by  universal  con- 
sent of  all  writers,  owe  more  to  the  care  and 
sagacity  of  Alfred  than  of  any  of  the  antient 
kings.  In  the  midst  of  a  cruel  war,  of  which 
he  did  not  see  the  beginning,  nor  lived  to  see 
the  end,  he  did  more  for  the  establishment  of 
order  and  justice  than  any  other  prince  has 
been  known  to  do  in  the  profoundest  peace. 
Many  of  the  institutions  attributed  to  him, 
undoubtedly  were  not  of  his  establishment; 
this  shall  be  shown  when  we  come  to  treat 
more  minutely  of  the  institutions.  But  it  is 
clear  that  he  raised  as  it  were  from  the  ashes, 
and  put  new  life  and  vigour  into  the  whole 
body  of  the  law,  almost  lost  and  forgotten  in 
the  ravages  of  the  Danish  war ;  so  that  hav- 
ing revived,  and  in  all  likelihood  improved,  se- 
veral antient  national  regulations,  he  has  pas- 
sed for  their  author  with  a  reputation  perhaps 
more  just  than  if  he  had  invented  them.  In 
the  prologue,  which  he  wrote  to  his  own  code, 
he  informs  us  that  he  collected  there  what- 
ever appeared  to  him  the  most  valuable  in 
the  laws  of  Ina  and  Offa,  and  others  of  his 
progenitors,  omitting  what  he  thought  wrong 
in  itself,  or  not  adapted  to  the  time  ;  and  he 
seems  to  have  done  this  with  no  small  judgment. 

The  princes  who  succeeded  him,  having  by 
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Ui  labouTf  enjoyed  more  repose,  turned  their  tion  tlhder  regulations  \*    prescribing  that  do 

OHBdfl  to  the  iroprovemeot  of  the  law ;  and  man  shall  fight  with  another  until  be  has  first 

tlMre   are  few  of  them,  who  have  not  left  us  called  him  to  justice  in  a  le^al  way  ;  and  then 

WMM  collection  more  or  less  complete.  lays  down   the  terms   under    wbidi  he  may 

When  the  Danes  had  established  their  em-  proceed   to  hostilities.     The  other  less  pre- 

pin,  they  showed  themseWes  no  less  B(^citous  meditated  quarrels,  in    meetings  for  drinking 

lluui  the   English  to  collect  and  enforce  the  or  business,  were  considered  as  more  or  less 

laws  ;  seeming  desirous  to  repair  all  the  in-  heinous,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  pers(H)  in 

juries  they  haid  formerly  committed  against  whose    house    the  dispute  happened ;   or,  to 

thsm.     The  code  of  Canute  the  Great  is  one  speak  the  language  of  that  time,  whose  peace 

of  the  most  moderate,  equitable,  and  full,  of  they  had  violated. 

any  of  the   old  collections.    There  was  no  2d.  In  proportuming   the  pecuniary  mulcts 

material  change,  if  any  at  all,  made  in  their  imposed    by  them,  for  all,  even  the   highest 

geaeral  system  by  the  Danish  conquest.     They  crimes,  according  to  the  dignity  of  the  person 

were  of  the  original  country  of  the  Saxons,  injured,  and  to  the  quantity  of  the  offence.    For 

•ad  could  not  have  differed  from  them  in  the  this  purpose,  they  classed  the  people  with  great 

groundwork   of  their  policy.     It  appears  by  regularity   and   exactness  both    in  the  eccle- 

the  league  between  Alfred  and  Guthrum,  that  siastic  and  the  secular  lines ;  adjusting  with 

the  Danes  took  their  laws  from  the  English,  great  care    the  ecclesiastical  to  the   secular 

•ad  accepted  them  as  a  favour.     They  were  dignities ;  and  they  not  only  estimated  eadi 

more  newly  come  out  of  the  northern  barba-  man's  life  according  to  his  quality,  but  they 

rism,  and  wanted  the  regulations  necessary  to  set  a  value  upon    every  limb    aiKl  member, 

a  civil  society.    But  under  Canute  the  English  down  even  to  teeth,  hair,  and  nails :  and  these 

law  received  considerable  improvement.   Many  are  the  particulars  in  which  their  laws  are 

of  the  old  English  customs,  which,  as  that  most  accurate  and  best  defined, 

monarch  justly  observes,  were   truly  odious,  Sd.  In  settling  the  rules  and  ceremonies  of 

were  abrogated ;  and  indeed  that  code  is  the  their  oaths,  their  purgations,  and  the  whole 

last  we  have  that  belongs  to  the  period  before  order  and  process  of  their  superstitious  justice ; 

the  conquest.  That  monument,  called  the  laws  for  by  these  methods  they  seem  to  have  decided 

of  Edward  the  Confessour,  is  certainly  of  a  all  controversy. 

nuMb  later  date.     And  what  is  extraordinary,  4th.    In  regulating  the  several    fraternities 

though  the  historians  afler  the  conquest  con-  of  frankpledges,  by  all  which  the  people  were 

tinually  speak  of  the  laws  of  king  Edward,  it  naturally  bound  to  their  good  behaviour  to  one 

does  not  appear  that  he  ever  made  a  collection,  another,  and  to  their  superiours;  in  all  which 

or  that  any  such  laws  existed  at  that  time.    It  they  were  excessively  strict,  in  order  to  supply 

appears  by  the  preface   to  the  laws  of  St.  by  the  severity  of  this   police    the    extreme 

Edward,  that  these  written  constitutions  were  laxity  and  imperfection  of  their  laws,  and  the 

continually  falling  into  disuse.    Although  these  weak  and  precarious  authority  of  their  kings 

Uws  had  undoubtedly  their  authority,  it  was,  and  magistrates. 

notwithstanding,  by  traditionary  customs  that  These,  with  some  regulations  for  paym^t 
the  people  were  for  the  most  part  governed  ;  of  tithes  and  church-dues,  and  for  the  disco- 
which,  as  they  varied  somewhat  in  different  very  and  pursuit  of  stealers  of  cattle,  corn- 
provinces,  were  distinguished  accordin^jly  by  prise  almost  all  the  titles  deserving  notice  in 
the  names  of  the  West  Saxon,  the  Mercian,  the  Saxon  laws.  In  those  laws,  there  are 
and  the  Danish  law  ;  but  this  produced  no  very  frequejitly  to  be  observed  particular  institu- 
remarkable  inconvenience ;  as  those  customs  tions,  well  and  prudently  framed ;  but  there  is 
seemed  to  differ  from  each  other,  and  from  the  no  appearance  of  a  regular,  consistent,  and 
written  laws,  rather  in  the  quantity  and  na-  stable  jurisprudence.  However,  it  is  pleasing 
ture  of  their  pecuniary  mulcts,  than  in  any  to  observe  something  of  equity  and  distinct  ion 
thing  essential.  gradually  insinuating  itself  into  these  unform- 

Ifwe  take  a  review  of  these  antientconstitu-  ed   materials;  and   some  transient  flashes  of 

lions,  we  shall  observe  that  their  sanctions  are  light  striking  across  the  gloom,  which  prepar- 

mostly  confined  to  the  following  objects  : —  ed  for  the  full  day,  that  shone  out  afterwards. 

1st.  The  preservation  of  the  peace.     This  The  clergy,  who  kept  up  a  constant  comrau- 

is  one  of  the  largest  titles  ,•  and  it  shows  the  nication  with   Rome,  and  were  in  efTect  the 

antient  Saxons  to  have  been  a  people  extremely  Saxon  legislators,  could   not  avoid   gathering 
prone  to  quarrelling  and  violence.     In   some 

the  law  ventures  only  to  put  this  disposi-  •  Leg.  Alfred.  J9,  de  pugna 
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some  informations  from  a  law  which  never  was  the  impetuosity  of  a  conquest,  bore  down  aB 

perfectly  extinguished  in  that  part  of  the  wcNrld.  the    antient   establishments ;    and,  by  being 

Accordingly,  we  find  one  of  its  principles  had  suited  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  formed,  as  it 

strayed  hither  so  early  as  the  time  of  Edric  were,  the  great  body  and  main  stream  of  the 

and   Lothaire.*    There  are  two  maximsf  of  Saxon  laws. 

civil  law  in  their  proper  terms  in  the  code  of  The  second  source  was  the  canons  of  the 

Canute  the  Great,  who  made  and  authorized  church.     As  yet,  indeed,  they  were  not  re- 

that  collection  after  his  pilgrimage  to  Rome  ;  duced  into  a  system  and  a  regular  form  of  juris- 

and  at  this  time,  it  is  remarkable,  we  find  the  prudence ;  but  they  were  the  law  of  the  clergy, 

institutions  of  other  nations  imitated.     In  the  and,  consequently,  influenced  considerably  a 

same  collection  there  is  an  express  reference  people,  over  whom  that  order  had  an  almost 

to  the  laws  of  the  Werini.     From  hence  it  is  unbounded  authority.    They  corrected,  miti- 

plain,  that  the  resemblance  between  the  polity  gated,  and  enriched  those  rough  northern  irarti- 

of  the  several  northern   nations  did  not  only  tutions ;  and  the  clergy  having  once  bent  the 

arise  from  their  common  original,  but  also  from  stubborn  necks  of  that  people  to  the  yoke  of 

their  adopting,  in  some  cases,  the  constitutions  religion,  they  were  the  more  easily  susceptible 

of  those  among  them,  who  were  most  remark-  of  other  changes  introduced  under  the  same 

able  for  their  wisdom.  sanction. 

In  this  state  the  law  continued  until  the  These  formed  the  third  source;  namely, 
Norman  conquest.  But  we  see  that  even  be-  some  parts  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  and  the 
fore  that  period  the  English  law  began  to  be  customs  of  other  German  nations.  But  this 
improved,  by  taking  in  foreign  learning ;  we  source  appears  to  have  been  much  the  small- 
Fee  the  canons  of  several  councils  mixed  in-  est  of  the  three,  and  was  yet  inconsider- 
discriminately   with    the   civil   constitutions ;  able. 

and  indeed  the  greatest  part  of  the  reasoning  The  Norman  conquest  is  the  great  era  of 

and  equity  to  be  found  in  them  seems  to  be  our  laws.    At  this  time  the  English  jurispni- 

derived  from  that  source.  dence,  which  hitherto  had  continued  a  poor 

Hitherto  we  have  observed  the  progress  of  stream,  fed  from  some  few,  and  those  scanty 

the  Saxon  laws,  which,  conformably  to  their  sources,  was  all  at  once,  as  from  a  mighty 

manners,  were  rude  and  simple ;  agreeably  to  flood,  replenished  with  a  vast  body  of  foreign 

their    confined    situation,  very  narrow;   and  learning;  by  which  indeed  it  might  be  sud 

though  in  some  degree,  yet  not  very  consider-  rather  to  have  been  increased,  than  much  im- 

ably,    improved    by    foreign    communicaticMi.  proved ;  for  this  foreign  law  being  imposed, 

However,  we  can  plainly  discern  its  three  ca-  not  adopted,  for  a  long  time  bore  strong  ap- 

pital  sources: — First,  the  antient  traditionary  pearances  of  that  violence  by  which  it  had 

customs  of  the  north,  which,  coming  upon  this  been   first  introduced.     All  our  monmnenti 

and  the  other  civilized  parts  of  Europe  with  bear  a  strong  evidence  to  this  change.    New 

courts  of  justice,  new  names,  and  powers  of 

*  Justnm  est   ut  proles   matrem    sequatur.  oflicers,  in  a  word,  a  new  tenure  of  land,  as 

Edric  and  Lothair.      ^    ^        .           ^  well  as  new  possessors  of  it,  took  place.    Even 

t  Ne?atio  potior  est  afllrmatione.     Possessio  ^     ,             "^  -    . . ,.     ^.    '  ^:„L.  „«„  i«  . 

proplor  est  Kabenti  quam  deinceps  repetenti.  *«  language  of  public  proceedings  was  in  a 

L.  Canut.  great  measure  changed. 
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